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President advisor
meets family of

Mahsa Amini

TEHRAN - Abdulsalam Karimi, an advisor
to the Iranian president on ethnic and reli-
gious minorities, has met with members of
Mahsa Amini’s family.

The advisor presented a report on his
meeting with the Amini family to President
Ebrahim Raisi, according to Iran’s state news
agency IRNA.

IRNA said the meeting took place last
weekend and was meant to strengthen na-
tional unity and foil the conspiracies of the
enemy. The meeting took place at the house
of Mahsa Amini’s father, Amjad Amini.

Amjad Amini underlined the need for the
president to follow up on the case of Mahsa
Amini, IRNA said, adding that the Amini fam-
ily has complained about possible medical
shortcomings and delay in providing medical
assistance to Mahsa.

“They called for special follow-up and
identification of the possible culprits,” IRNA
said of the Amini family’s demand.

At the end of the meeting, Karimi ex-
pressed his deep sympathy for the Amini
family, vowing to follow the demands of the
aggrieving family. » Page 3

Iranian pilot detained
in Argentinareturns
home

TEHRAN - Iranian pilot and two other Ira-
nian crew who had been detained by Argen-
tina in June have returned home.

Pilot Gholamrez Qassemi and the other
two crew members were to arrive in Tehran
on Sunday at noon time, according to Fars
news agency.

Two other Iranian crew had been released
in mid-September.

14 Venezuelan crew members were also
detained at the time. Qassemi had visited
Venezuela to train Venezuelan pilots.

The son of Qassemi, in a recent interview
with the Fars news agency, gave some rea-
sons why his father and the crew were not
allowed to fly. » Page 2

@ IRNA/ Asghar Khamseh

Yesterday Don’t Buy

Railway fleet receives 413 domestically-made wagons, locomotives

TEHRAN - In a ceremony attended by
Transport and Urban Development Minister
Rostam Qasemi, 413 new domestically-made
locomotives and wagons worth over $35 mil-
lion were added to the railway fleet of Iran on
Sunday, IRIB reported.

In the mentioned ceremony, 407 freight

wagons valued at 8.36 trillion rials (about
$28.9 million) as well as seven locomotives
worth 1.91 trillion rials (about $6.6 million)
were added to the country’s railway fleet.

As reported, the produced freight wagons
included various types of long-edge, short-
edge, ballast and grain wagons manufac-

Moviegoers welcome Tehran intl. festival for shorts

Moviegoers queue up inside the Mellat Cineplex on October 22, 2022 to enter a
theater during the 39th Tehran International Short Film Festival.

Films from 35 countries, including the USA, Germany, France, Denmark, Spain,
Italy, India, Chile and Japan, have been showcased during the Oscar-qualifying

event, which ends today.

tured by Pars Wagon, Green Plour Industrial
Group (GPIG), Arak Metil Steel Company, Ira-
nian Rail Industries Development Company
(IRICO) and Kowsar Isfahan Wagons.

The new and renovated locomotives were
also produced by Mapna Group, Pars Wagon
and Karaj Locomotive Restoration » Page &

Bangladesh eager
for Iranian series
to replace Turkish,
Koreanproductions

TEHRAN - Bangladeshi Information and
Broadcasting Minister Hasan Mahmud has said
that his country is eager to replace the broad-
cast of Turkish and Korean series with similar
Iranian productions.

He made the remarks on Saturday in a meeting
with the Iranian Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, Mohammad-Mehdi Esmaeili, the Irani-
an culture ministry announced on Sunday.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of the
12th Conference of Information Ministers of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Is-
tanbul, Turkey.

Mahmud said that Turkish series are popu-
lar in Bangladesh and similar Korean series are
also broadcast in the country, however, he add-
ed that due to cultural affinities between Iran
and Bangladesh, his country is eager to replace
the Korean and Turkish productions with Irani-
an TV series. » Page 8

Arace against time: archaeologists find relics from Elamite tomb chambers

TEHRAN—A team of archaeologists has discov-
ered arrays of burial relics from an Elamite era (c.
2700 - 539 BC) cemetery, which is now situated
at the basin of a newly constructed dam in south-
west [ran.

“The findings in the graves include remains of hu-
man and animal bones, clay vessels, marble vessels,
soapstone vessels, bronze vessels, bronze sarees,
bronze axes, bronze daggers, bronze tools, and agate
beads,” ILNA quoted archaeologist Reza Naseri, who
leads the survey, as saying on Saturday.

“(Radiocarbon) dating of objects, found in pre-
vious seasons of the excavation in Deh-Payin

cemetery, shows dead bodies were buried in this
cemetery from 2650 to 4500 years ago,” the ar-
chaeologist said.

He added, according to archaeological assess-
ments (burial) cultural material, found on the site,
dates back to the Elamite period.

“We carved five trenches to dig into the ceme-
tery which is situated on the basin of Khersan Dam
in Dena county of Kohgiluyeh- Boyer Ahmad prov-
ince,” the archaeologist said.

An important feature of this cemetery, based on
available evidence, revolves around cultural-commer-
cial connections and the stylistic similarities of the art

that it shares with some other areas of southeastern
Iran during the third millennium BC, he explained.

In this regard, some similarities can be seen be-
tween the two in terms of marbles, metal vessels,
and especially soapstone objects, Naseri said.

Situated in a region situated in the modem-day
provinces of llam and Khuzestan, Elam was one of the
most impressive civilizations of the ancient world. It
was nevera cohesive ethnic kingdom or polity but rath-
er a federation of different tribes governed at various
times by cities such as Susa, Anshan, and Shimashki
until it was united during the Middle Elamite Period,
briefly, as an empire.» Page 6
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Germans vent anger as
Ukraine war takes toll

Protesters have staged demonstrations
across Germany as the Ukraine war is seri-
ously damaging the living standards of mil-
lions of middle-class citizens, many of whom
are slipping into poverty.

In a clear reflection of how just much Eu-
rope has suffered from the NATO-triggered
Ukraine war, Germany which is considered to
have the most powerful economy in the Eu-
ropean Union is struggling to tame inflation
and provide some of the most basic services
at affordable prices for its population.

Trade unions led the calls for people to
take to the streets and make their voices
heard in Berlin. They say issues such as ener-
gy crisis and household prices are something
the government must address urgently.

The protesters moboilized in at least six
German cities under the slogan of “together
through the crisis” to ensure social securi-
ty as inflation and rising gas prices start to
bite.

In recent weeks, there have been more
regular and sometimes smaller demonstra-
tions in size, mostly in the east of the coun-
try, that have been taking place on Monday
nights, with reports of violence emerging in
German media during the rallies.

In the capital Berlin, a number of lead-
ing politicians from the socialist Left Party
joined those on the streets. » Page 5

Iran to meet
Nicaragua, Tunisia
ahead of World Cup

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Iran national football team will
face the Tunisian national team in their last
preparatory phase before the 2022 FIFA
World Cup.

After the friendly match between Iran and
Nicaragua in Tehran was confirmed, Team
Melli will face Tunisia on Nov. 16 in Qatar
in their last friendly game before the 2022
World Cup, according to Mehdi Mohammad
Nabi, the vice president of the Football
Federation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
(FFIRI).

“Following the start of the final
preparation process of the national team
for a strong show in the 2022 World Cup in
Qatar, the time of the team’s friendly match
against Nicaragua has been determined,”
said Nabi to reporters.

“Iran and Nicaragua will compete on Nov.
10 in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium,” he added.

However, the match against Nicaragua
will not be the last build-up game of the
Persian Leopards. » Page 3
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Iranian pilot detained in Argentina

returns home

from page 1 » The son blamed the United
States and the Zionist regime for ordering
Argentina to ground the cargo plane.

Definitely, this event was “preplanned”
because when an airplane takes off it
should get the permission for landing, fly-
ing over countries and an alternative air-
port, the son said.

Having all these permissions means that
the airplane should be provided with services
such as refueling, firefighting, transporta-
tion, etc., he explained.

US News reported on October 21 that the
last five members of an Iran-linked cargo
plane grounded in Argentina arrived in Ven-
ezuela on Friday, after being held in Buenos
Aires for nearly four months.

An Argentine court ruled on October 15

there was no evidence to charge the two
Venezuelans and three Iranians for links to
terrorist activities, for which they were being
investigated.

Transport Minister Ramon Velasquez told
Telesur he was celebrating “the freedom of
the 19 crew members who were kidnapped
by the Argentine judiciary””

The remainder of the 19-person crew ar-
rived in Venezuela last month.

The Boeing 747 cargo plane, sold to Ven-
ezuela by Iran’s Mahan Air a year ago, was
grounded in June on claim around its de-
clared reason for entering the country.

Argentina later seized the plane on request
of a court in the United States, which has
sanctioned Iran and Venezuela, both of which
retain close ties.

Iran prosecutor excoriates Sweden for
abusing Hamid Nouri’s rights

TEHRAN- Mohammad Jafar Montazeri, the
Prosecutor General of Iran, has requested
Sweden to look into the “illegal behaviors” of
Swedish authorities in the arrest and custody
of Iranian national Hamid Nouri, noting that
his trial and incarceration revealed flagrant
abuses of human rights.

Montazeri asked the court of appeal to look
into the cases and uphold Nouri’s right to a
fair trial in a letter to his Swedish counter-
part in which he listed some of the actions
taken by the relevant Swedish authorities
that were against human rights norms.

According to him, prosecutors have a re-
sponsibility to uphold public rights, preserve
societal safety, establish justice, and create
the suitable environment for defendants to
present their own defense.

“People should not be prosecuted without
sufficient reasons and documents, and even
if there are grounds for suspecting a crime,
the necessary reasons for an unimpeded de-
fense should be provided so that the defen-
dant can prove his innocence,” he stressed.

As Montazeri said, Swedish forces vio-
lently detained Nouri and kept his family
and the Iranian embassy in the dark about
his location.

He stated that the lengthy period of
time spent in solitary confinement, the
denial of consular contact, the beating
and torture he suffered at the hands of
prison guards, and the lack of access to
medical care were all grave violations of
the defendant’s basic rights.

Since Sweden imprisoned and tried for-
mer Iranian official Hamid Nouri on spurious
charges brought by the terrorist Mujahe-
din-e-Khalq Organization (MKO), relations

between Stockholm and Tehran have soured.

In November 2019, Nouri was detained as
soon as he landed in Sweden at the Stock-
holm Airport.

Nouri has adamantly denied the accusa-
tions that he participated in the 1988 murder
and torture of MKO members by his accusers.

Nouri was given a life sentence by a Swed-
ish court in July. Based on the MKO claims,
the court—which Iran first said was illegal—
convicted Nouri of war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

In his letter, Montazeri objected to the
MKO’s use of witnesses despite the organi-
zation’s involvement in the murder of thou-
sands of Iranian citizens.

In addition, he maintained, they gathered
outside the court and yelled slogans, psycho-
logically persuading the judges to give Nouri
a life sentence.

He went on to add, “Numerous formal
and substantive problems can be seen in
the handling of Hamid Nouri’s case by the
prosecutor’s office and the Swedish judicial
system, including the lack of jurisdiction of
the court, the issuance of a political state-
ment, and your false claim that the lranian
government did not cooperate despite re-
peated requests.”

The top Iranian judge also urged a fair
and just trial for Nouri, so that he may de-
fend himself and the judges are not influ-
enced by MKO forces.

He vowed to utilize all available legal
means in order to prove the flagrant violation
of Nouri’s rights and challenge his “invalid
sentence” that “violates basic international
laws until the full realization of his rights””

Amir Abdollahian says pressure,
propaganda won’t affect Iran

TEHRAN— Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian exchanged views on
some bilateral issues in a phone call with
his Syrian counterpart Faisal Mekdad on
Sunday.

The two top diplomats also discussed
issues of mutual concern on regional and
international arenas.

The chief Syrian diplomat referred to the
bitter outcome of foreign interventions in
Syria under the pretext of protecting human
rights, as well as the Israeli regime and its
supporters’ failure in conspiring and creat-
ing crises against the Syrian government
and people.

“They seek to create crises against in-
dependent countries, including the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The United States and the
West want a devastated and dependent
Iran, not a prosperous, advanced and inde-
pendent Iran. Everyone saw what the US.
and its allies did to Syria, Iraq and Afghani-
stan,” Mekdad stated.

In turn, Amir Abdollahian emphasized
that the Islamic Republic will continue to in-
sist on its principled and rational positions
towards the issues of the Islamic world, es-
pecially the Palestinian cause and support
for the resistance front and the government
and people of Syria.

The Iranian foreign minister point-
ed out that the political pressures and
propaganda will not disrupt the deter-
mination of the Iranian nation and gov-
ernment in “treading the path of honor,
independence, progress and supporting
the stability and security of the regional
countries, opposing foreign interference
and the aggression by the usurper Zion-
ist regime,” adding that the Iranian na-
tion will thwart the enemy’s plots with
vigilance.

The two foreign ministers also empha-
sized the development of bilateral rela-
tions, especially in the economic and com-
mercial fields.

Iran FM meets Armenia PM, reiterates
opposition to border changes

TEHRAN- In a meeting with
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in Yerevan on Sat-
urday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian un-
derlined Tehran's opposition
to any alteration of regional
boundaries.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is
opposed to any change in region-
al geopolitics and boundaries,”
Amir Abdollahian said.

Amir Abdollahian also ex-
pressed Iran’s objection to the
deployment of foreign troops
in the region by stating that the
region’s inherent mechanisms
must be used to resolve the on-
going conflicts.

“Regional problems must be
addressed by regional nations,’
he suggested.

According to him, Tehran
backs the 3+3 mechanism for re-
gional cooperation, which brings
together the three South Cauca-
sus nations of Armenia, Georgia,
and Azerbaijan as well as Russia,
Turkey, and Iran.

His comments were made
against the backdrop of a sim-
mering and occasionally fatal
dispute over the Nagorno-Kara-

bakh territory between Armenia
and its neighbor Azerbaijan.

Although Nagorno-Karabakh
is universally recognized to be
part of Azerbaijan, ethnic Arme-
nians have long inhabited there.

A recent escalation in the
neighborhood’s simmering ten-
sions last month resulted in the
deaths of over 100 troops on
both sides. This was the most
recent confrontation between
the two south Caucasus coun-
tries since a 44-day war over
the region that ended in No-
vember 2020 and claimed hun-
dreds of lives.

He declared that the Islamic
Republic supported the building

|

of a lasting peace between the
two Caucasus neighbors and
the settlement of their border
disputes.

In other parts of his remarks,
Amir Abdollahian emphasized
the significance of strength-
ening ties between Iran and its
neighbors, especially Armenia, as
part of the Iranian government’s
efforts in foreign policy.

Iran’s foreign minister high-
lighted the importance of resolv-
ing border disputes, stabilizing
regional borders, and defending
the territorial integrity of all
countries in the region while ex-
pressing his nation’s support for
the establishment of a lasting

peace between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and Armenia.

In order to strengthen the
friendly ties between the na-
tions of the region, he further
stressed the need to foster in-
traregional economic and cul-
tural cooperation.

Amir Abdollahian also sug-
gested that the North-South
Transportation Corridor through
Armenia must be promoted.

In his remarks, Amir Abdollahi-
an praised the opening of Iran’s
consulate general in Kapan, a city
in southern Armenia, on Friday as
a means of enhancing bilateral
connections, particularly in ar-
eas of trade, transportation, and
transit. He also supported the
idea of opening a general consul-
ate for Armenia in Tabriz, a city in
northwest Iran.

Iran’s top diplomat noted that
given the potential in the fields
of trade, energy, and agricul-
ture as well as the barter trade
of electricity and gas, the two
countries’ current bilateral trade
volume, which is $700 million,
should be increased to $1 billion
in the first stage and to $3 billion
at later stages.

Ambassador: CENTCOM directly linked to unrest in Iran through psywar

TEHRAN — In an interview with the Swedish
publication Afton Bladet published on October
18, Iran’s ambassador to Stockholm, Ahmad
Massoudifar, discussed the roots and causes of
the recent unrest in Iran.

Responding to a question about his view as
ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Sweden regarding the current situation in Iran,
he said that the tragic passing of Mahsa Amini,
a 22-year-old woman, is bitter and painful news
forall Iranians.

Mahsa Amini, a Kurd from the city of Sagez,
fainted on September 13 while in police custody in
Tehran. She died three days later in hospital. She
had been detained by morality police to receive
training on dress code.

“Intheaftermath, manyof ourpeopleandtop of-
ficials, including the President himself, demand-
ed a special investigation and immediate judicial
attention into the issue. In such an emotionally
fraught context, actors of adversarial states saw
an opportunity to harvest decades of investment
in the destabilization of our country and guide civil
protest towards insurrectionist violence.”

The diplomat added “the mass shootings car-
ried out by separatist terror organizations with
links” to foreigners derailed civil protests.

The ambassador then told the Afton Bladet
journalist that he doesn’t have to remind a pro-
fessional journalist of the distinction between
civil protest and “organized terrorism or any other
form of unsanctioned violence that targets inno-
cent civilians and public property”’

“You must be familiar with the long history of
how the conflation of this distinction has been
used many times over to justify foreign aggres-
sion against the peoples of our region or an-

ti-imperialistic nations in the Global South more
broadly,” he added.

The envoy said a CT scan of brain and lungs, ex-
amination of the corpse, pathology, and necropsy
revealed that Mahsa Amini died of severe hypoxia
and a subsequent brain failure, adding that in this
special case, the report has been made public and
is open to be medically peer-reviewed.

The ambassador added every major medical
organization in Iran was involved in examining
Mahsa’s body.

The Forensic Medicine Organization in Iran said
in its report published on October 7 that based on
medical documents Mahsa had been suffering
from a chronic disease.

“This finding seriously questions the narrative
spread across Western media which claim Amini
was ‘severely beaten’ by Iranian police before fall-
ing into a coma. The unrest has abated in recent
days, but Iran holds Western nations responsible
and accountable for their role in fueling the un-
rest and the losses incurred on the civilians and
authorities,” the diplomat highlighted.

In response to a question about the use of what
the journalist called “massive force” against the
protestors and the reason behind this “brutality,’

the envoy said, “There can never be a reason be-
hind brutality. The word ‘reason’ implies a justified
cause and brutality is not justified in our view. The
question itself contains a judgment statement.
Civil protest in Iran is legal and protected under
the law. Vandalism, unsanctioned violence against
civilians and authorities, murder, and transna-
tional terrorism however are not”

“For example, in the recent attacks by Jaish
ul-Adl - a militant Salafi jihadist group mainly
operating in southeastern Iran - 19 were killed
and more than 20 were injured including civil-
ians. | would not describe this as ‘protest’. Murder,
armed attacks, and violence is not appeased by
the security forces of any country that | know of,
including Iran,” he continued.

The Afton Bladet correspondent then asked
the Iranian ambassador that why any concrete
proof of allegations that the enemies, notably
the US. and Israel, have ignited protests in Iran
have not been presented, to which he referred
the Swedish journalist to the study done by
the Stanford Internet Observatory detailing
the disinformation and psychological warfare
practices of CENTCOM.

“There is an ongoing audit on all Pentagon psy-
chological warfare efforts partly because of that
report. Unsurprisingly, a significant portion of the
unit’s efforts were found to be directed at Iran. A
key strategy was the creation of multiple sham
media outlets publishing content in Farsi. For ex-
ample, Fahim News claimed to provide ‘accurate
news and information’ on events in Iran, prom-
inently publishing posts declaring ‘the regime
uses all of its efforts to censor and filter the in-
ternet, and encouraging readers to stick to online
sources as a result,” Massoudifar stated.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

JCPOA has been deprioritized from Iran’s foreign policy for a year: MP

TEHRAN — A member of the Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy
Committee of the Iranian Parlia-
ment believes that the negotia-
tions to revive the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) has
been disarrayed from Iran’s foreign
policy priorities for a year.

In an interview with the Mehr news
agency published on Sunday, Mah-
moud Abbaszadeh Meshkini respond-
ed to the recent comments of Robert
Malley, the United States’ Special En-
voy for Iran and Washington’s top ne-
gotiator in JCPOA revival talks.

Malley has stated that the JCPOA is
not Washington’s priority anymore.

Speaking to CNN’s Becky Ander-
son, Malley said last Monday that
the U.S administration believes that
Washington feels the need to stop
Tehran from acquiring what he called
“anuclear weapon”.

“Diplomacy is the way to do that
Malley said. “We will see whether this
is a government that is interested in
reaching that a deal, but at this point,
the focus is on what’s happening
around because the talks are stalled.”

“The reason the talks are at a
standstill and an impasse and why
they’re not so far moving at all, and
why they're not the focus, is because
Iran has taken a position in those
talks for the past two months, which
is simply inconsistent with a return
to the deal. They're making demands
that have nothing to do with the
JCPOA. And as long as that's the case,
the talks will be stopped,” Washing-
ton’s top negotiator stated.

In response, Abbaszadeh Meshkini
said that he has to remind them that
Iran announced a year ago that the
JCPOA is not the first priority of its
foreign policy agenda.

“The country’s officials have clearly
expressed this position many times in
interviews that the JCPOA is not the
first priority of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. This is a point of view that has
been positioned in the last year in the
government. Fortunately, now the US.
has also reached this point of view.
Although America was a year late in
adopting this position, we are happy
that they have reached this conclu-
sion,” the legislator added.

In response to a question about

how he analyzes the change of posi-
tion of the West after one year in the
current situation, the former par-
liamentary committee spokesman
asked, “How do you know that Amer-
ica has changed its position and how
do you know that it is not sending
other messages?”

Usually, America’s declared and
practical policies are different, the
MP added, noting that what the au-
thorities and their media say is one
thing, but what they do in practice is
a different approach.

In response to a question on
whether the U.S. has requested di-
rect negotiations with Iran again,
Meshkini stated that the important
issue is that Tehran has no problem
with direct negotiations, as long as
Washington is honest.

“This (direct negotiations) even
happened once at the level of foreign
ministers when Mohammad Javad
Zarif took a walk and talked with their
foreign minister (John Kerry), but at
the end of all these talks, they turned
their backs to Iran,” the MP lamented.

According to Meshkini, Iran has the
experience of responding to the re-

quest for direct negotiations with the
US., but they did not adhere to their
signatures and commitments and re-
fused to abide by their words.

“As a result, they should first
repair this wall of mistrust which
is built between the two countries,
then request direct negotiations,
and maybe we would consider this
request then,” he added.

“The United States’ goal inannounc-
ing that the JCPOA is not our priority is
to send a message to the country and
society and keep the streets in chaos.
As soon as a small protest occurs in
the streets of Iran, the Western media
magnifies it and conveys a message of
instability to other communities and
nations, and this is more or less effec-
tive in terms of foreign investments in
the country;” the MP clarified.

However, the representative of the
people of Meshkinshahr in the Majlis
said the recent unrests are over, so the
West should think of another ploy.

“Of course, we have also pre-
pared ourselves for their next game
and we know what they want. We
are waiting to reveal their sinister
plans again,” he concluded.



By Mehran Shamsuddin

TEHRAN - Western countries
have ramped up their criticism of
Iran over the alleged provision of
drones to Russia, inadvertently
revealing the progress Iran made
in the field of military equipment
manufacturing.

The Council of the European
Union imposed sanctions on a
number of Iranian individuals and
one entity last week over their
alleged role in supplying Russia
with drones for use in the Ukraine
war. “The Council today added
three Iranian individuals and one
Iranian entity to the list of those
subject to restrictive measures for
undermining or threatening the
territorial integrity, sovereignty
and independence of Ukraine.
This is in view of their role in
the development and delivery
of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVs) used by Russia in its war
against Ukraine,” the Council said
in a statement on October 20.
“The Council has also signaled its
intention to impose restrictive
measures against a further two
individuals and two entities on the
same grounds.”’

The sanctions came amid
continued Wester uproar over Iran
allegedly providing Russia with
drones, an accusation Iran firmly
rejected. Iran said it does not
take sides in the Ukraine war and
supports a peaceful solution to

Yesterday:
don’t buy
Today: don’t sell!

the Ukraine crisis.

Aside from the Western drone
hurly-burly, the  accusations
against Iran reveal how much
Iran made progress in terms of
producing elements of power in a
relatively short period of time. In
short, Iran has come a long way in
terms of upgrading, and in some
cases building from scratch, its

military capabilities.

Iran lacked almost any kind of
domestically-built weaponry only
a few decades ago. Of course, this
is not to say that Iran did not have
weapons. It did have. But almost
all of its weaponry was bought
from abroad. And that proved a big
problem during the Iran-lraq war
of the 1980s (locally known as the

Sacred Defense).

During the war, Iran was not
able to produce barbed wars,
let alone missiles and drones.
Iran faced countless problems in
purchasing its defense needs due
to restrictions and sanctions. And
that was the biggest motive to
discover internal capabilities.

In the postwar period, Iran
moved quickly to develop anarray
of weapons ranging from tanks
and armored vehicles to state-
of-the-art missiles and drones.
This was first met with mockery
and underestimation from Iran’s
foes and rivals, especially those
in the West.

“A few years ago, when pictures
of our advanced missiles and
drones were published, they said
they are photoshopped pictures!
Now they say Iranian drones are
dangerous. Why do you sell them to
so and so? These are feats carried
out by Iranian elites. They bring
honor to our country,” Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, said in a recent
speech delivered at a meeting with
a group of academic elites and
outstanding scientific talents.

Today, Iran is a drone power. It
went from importing barbed wires
to having a list of 22 countries
asking to buy Iranian drones. And
that is not lost on those who used
to mock Iranian pictures.

China opposes EU ‘illegal’ sanctions against Iran

TEHRAN - A Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson has opposed the European
Unions ‘illegal unilateral’ sanctions on Iran over
allegations of Iranian provision of drones to
Russia for use in Ukraine.

The spokesperson, Wang Wenbin, said in
a press conference on Saturday that China
opposes illegal sanctions that do not have basis
in international law.

Responding to a question on EU sanctions
against Iran, the spokesperson said, “China
opposes illegal unilateral sanctions imposed
without the mandate of the UN Security Council
and basis in international law. Under the current
circumstances, we call for calm and restraint
from all parties concerned.”

He also called for de-escalation in Ukraine
through diplomatic efforts. “We encourage and
support all diplomatic efforts that are conducive
to the peaceful settlement of the Ukraine
crisis and efforts to work together toward de-
escalation,” he said.

The EU and the US. have criticized Iran for
allegedly providing drones to Russia for use
in the Ukraine war. The EU has even imposed
sanctions on Iran over these allegations.

After days of media and diplomatic allegations
against Iran, the EU ultimately slapped sanctions
on Iran for Tehran’s alleged provision of drones
to Russia for use in Ukraine.

On Thursday, the Council of the European
Union designated three Iranian individuals and
one entity in relation to the alleged use of Iranian
drones in the Ukraine war.

“The Council today added three Iranian
individuals and one Iranian entity to the list
of those subject to restrictive measures for
undermining or threatening the territorial
integrity, sovereignty and independence of
Ukraine. This is in view of their role in the
development and delivery of Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs) used by Russia in its war against
Ukraine,” the Council said in a statement.

The statement also said that the Council has
also signaled its intention to impose restrictive

measures against a further two individuals and
two entities on the same grounds.

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman for Iran’s
Foreign Ministry, has vehemently repudiated a
European Union (EU) and British statement that
claimed drones built in Iran were being deployed
in the conflict in Ukraine.

Kanaani said on Saturday that the allegations
are categorically untrue and that the British
government’s and the European Union’s foreign
ministers imposing further sanctions on Iran
under such “bogus and baseless pretext” are
categorically unacceptable.

The official reiterated that Tehran rejects
unfounded claims regarding the delivery of
drones for use in Ukraine.

He added that Iran supports peace and
immediate secession of hostility in Ukraine
through a political process and that Iran has
been consistently emphasizing that all UN
members should respect the goals and tenets
of the UN Charter as well as international
rights such as independence, sovereignty, and
territorial integrity of all countries.

In the wake of the Western allegations against
Iran regarding Ukraine, the Iranian mission
published a non-paper outlining Iran’s position
on the situation in Ukraine.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s position on
the Ukraine situation is clear, consistent, and
unwavering, which has been pronounced since
the start of the conflict. From the beginning, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has always emphasized
that all UN Members must fully respect the
purposes and principles enshrined in the
United Nations Charter as well as applicable
international  law, including sovereignty,
independence, unity, and territorial integrity. As
a country that has experienced 8-year imposed
war and aggression, Iran opposes any conflict or
war anywhere in the world, including in Ukraine,”
the mission said.

It added, “Iran has consistently advocated
for peace and an immediate end to the conflict
in Ukraine and expressed clearly that this crisis

has no military solution, and building upon this
belief, Iran has urged the parties in the conflict
to exercise restraint, avoid escalating tensions,
and engage in a meaningful process for settling
their disputes through peaceful means while
also addressing the root causes of the situation.
At the same time, Iran has also rejected any
unilateral sanctions, and/or pressure, as well
as any provocative measures against one side
that would only aggravate the situation and
make reaching a peaceful resolution more
difficult. Similarly, the West's extensive military
support and supply of sophisticated weapons
could not be intended to bring the war to a close,
but rather to escalate the conflict and increase
damage and destruction”

The mission noted, “lran supports the
ongoing efforts to find a peaceful solution to
this conflict, and in this regard, our Foreign
Minister contacted his counterparts from both
sides on several occasions. Iran categorically
rejects unfounded and unsubstantiated claims
that Iran has transferred unmanned aerial
vehicles for use in the conflict in Ukraine. Such
claims are nothing but a propaganda apparatus
launched by certain states to further their
political agenda”

It stated, “Against this backdrop, it is really
disappointing that, to pursue their political
agenda, these States are trying to launch a
disinformation campaign against Iran and make
misleading interpretations of Security Council
Resolution 2231 in order to wrongly establish a
link between their baseless allegations against
Iran with Resolution 2231

Heads of government branches hold meeting

TEHRAN - The heads of the three
branches of the Iranian government
held their weekly meeting at the
Iranian presidential palace.

The meeting was attended
by President Ayatollah Seyed
Ebrahim Raisi, Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, and
Judiciary chief Mohsen Ejei.

most

They discussed the

important issues of the country
in a meeting that was held
on Saturday afternoon at
the  Presidential  Compound,
according to the official website
of the Iranian presidency.

They referred to the growing
trend of the country’s economy,
and stressed the need to
strengthen order and peace in all
sectors, especially the businesses

and production centers with the
support of economic actors.

The heads of the three branches
also pointed out that today the
enemy is trying to disrupt the
activities of scientific and research
centers and the production and
service environment and stop
the progress of the country, and
stated, “Therefore, all institutions
and organizations are obliged

to cooperate and interact in the
direction of implementing the
government’s policies and plans
and thwarting the enemies’ plots.

The heads of government
branches usually held a meeting
every week and discuss the most
important  issues  pertaining
to developments in the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

President advisor meets family of Mahsa Amini

Frome Page 1 » Mahsa Amini died in
the custody of police more than a month
ago and her death caused huge anger and
sorrow across Iran. Iranian officials, including
President Raisi, promised to follow the case
and seek justice for Amini.

President Raisi ordered the Minister of
Interior to investigate the details of the
incident that happened to Mahsa Amini with
urgency and accuracy, and to submit a report
on the results.

He also spoke over the phone with the family
of Mahsa Amini. “| learned about this incident
during my trip to Uzbekistan, and | immediately
ordered my colleagues to investigate the
matter specially. | assure you that | will demand
this issue from the responsible institutions so
that its dimensions are clarified and no rights
are violated,” Raisi told the family.

He added, “Your daughter is like my own
daughter, and | feel that this incident happened
to one of my loved ones. Please accept my
condolences.”
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Iran to meet
Nicaragua, Tunisia
ahead of World Cup

Frome Page 1 » “The national team will face the
Tunisian national football team in their last friendly
game before the start of the World Cup. The match
against the African side will be held on Nov. 16 in
Doha, Qatar,” added the vice president of the FFIRI
and the sporting director of the national team.

The match between Iran and Nicaragua will be
held without the Iranian players who play abroad.

However, for the match against the Tunisia
national team, Carlos Queiroz, the national team
head coach, will have all his desired players.

Iran are in Group B of the 2022 FIFA World Cup
with Wales, England, and the US.

Tunisia are one of the African representatives in
the Qatar World Cup. The Eagles of Carthage are in
Group D alongside France, Denmark, and Australia.

Iran team named for
2022 Intercontinental
Beach Soccer Cup

TEHRAN - Ali Naderi has invited 12 players to Iran
national team for the 2022 Intercontinental Beach
Soccer Cup.

Iran will play Paraguay in the opening match on
Nov. 1. Team Melli will also face the U.S. and Japan in
the following days.

The UAE, Brazil, Saudi Arabia and Spain are in
Group A.

The competition will take place in Dubai, the UAE
from Nov. 1to 5.

Iran squad:

Moslem Mesigar, Mostafa Kiani, Mohammad
Masoumizadeh, Ali Mirshekari, Mehdi Mirjalili,
Movahed Mohammadpour, Saeid Piramoon,
MohammadAhmadzadeh, Mohammadali Mokhtari,
Amirhossein Akbari, Mehdi Shirmohammadi and
Hamid Behzadpour

Russia are the most successful team, having won
four tournaments.

Iran have won the title three times.

Faghani’s Third Stint
at 2022 World Cup

TEHRAN - A well-respected international match
official, Alireza Faghani, has taken charge of a
number of high-profile matches in Asia and beyond
and is widely regarded as amongst the best in the
world of refereeing.

Qatar 2022 will be Faghani’s third stint at the FIFA
World Cup after making his debut at the 2014 edition
in Brazilas a Support Referee, the-afc.com reported.

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) match
officials continue to shine on the world stage with 19
match officials selected for the FIFAWorld Cup Qatar
2022, an additional three from the last edition.

Faghani became a FIFA referee in 2008 and by
2009, he was elevated to an elite referee before
going on to feature prominently in the AFC's
competitions including the AFC Asian Cup, the AFC
Champions League and the AFC Cup.

He refereed two matches at the AFC Asian
Cup UAE 2019 as well as four matches at the FIFA
World Cup Russia 2018 including the third-place
play-off match between Belgium and England,
two matches at the FIFA Confederations Cup
Russia 2017 and also the gold medal match at the
2016 Olympic Games Men’s Football tournament
between Germany and Brazil.

He was named the AFC Referee of the Year in
2016 and 2018 and is probably best remembered
by Asian football fans as the referee for the AFC
Asian Cup Australia 2015 Final between the
Australia and Korea Republic in Sydney.

Moradi misses 2022
World Weightlifting
Championships

TEHRAN - Sohrab Moradi will be absent in the

2022 World Weightlifting Championships due to
his shoulder injury.
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Moradi, who won Olympic gold at Rio 2016 in the
94kg weight class, also missed the 2020 Olympic
Games in Tokyo.

The 34-year-old weightlifter has won two gold
medals in the 2017 and 2018 World Championships
in Anaheim and Ashgabat, respectively.

The 2022 World Weightlifting Championships will
be held in Bogotd, Colombia from December 5 to 16.

The event serves as a qualification event for the
2024 Olympics in Paris, France.

Iran, Uzbekistan share
spoilsin2022 CAFAU15

TEHRAN - Iran shared the spoils in a 2-2 draw
against Uzbekistan on Sunday in the 2022 CAFA
U15 Championship.

Pamia Rahmani scored two goals for Iran in
the second half.

Shadi Mahini's girls will play Tajikistan on
Tuesday in Dushanbe.

The competition is being held from Oct. 21to 25.

“Our first goalis to increase the team’s experience
and level of preparation, and we will also think about
getting the good results in the tournament,” Mahini
said ahead of the campaign. “To win the match
increases the team'’s self-confidence and self-belief,
and we are also trying to achieve victory.”

The Central Asian Football Association (CAFA)
Championship is an international ~ football
competition for the member nations of the Central
Asian Football Association.

Iran to compete at
Pakistan’s Taekwondo
Tournament

TEHRAN - Iran will take part at the 4th Asian
Open Taekwondo Championships in Pakistan.

Iran, England, Albania, Egypt, Oman, Somalia,
Syria, Iraq, Sri Lanka, Kazakhstan, India, Nepal and
Turkey have confirmed their registration so far.

The 4th Asian Open Taekwondo Championships
which will be held in Islamabad from October 31 to
November 5.

The event will be held at the Pakistan Sports
Complex. Itis a G-2 event in which around 175 foreign
fighters are expected to feature.

Iranian woman
shooter Rostamian
wins Olympic quota

TEHRAN - Iranian woman shooter Haniyeh
Rostamian booked her place at the 2024
Olympic Games.

On Saturday, Rostamian finished in fifth place
in the 25 meters Pistol Women of the ISSF World
Championship underway in Cairo, Egypt.

It was the first Olympic quota in shooting for Iran.
Iran has sent 19 shooters to the competition.

Iran win colorful
medals at U23
World Wrestling

TEHRAN - Amir Ali Azarpira and Amir
Mohammad Yazdani won the gold and silver
medal respectively in the U23 World Wrestling
Championships underway in Spain.

Iranian freestyle wrestler Amir Ali Azarpira at
the weight category of 97 kg defeated an American
opponent to snatch the gold medal in the U23 World
Wrestling Championships.

Also, Yazdani won the silver medal in the 70 kg
weight category by losing the match to the European
under-23 champion from Georgia.

At the end of the first five weight competitions
and in the team ranking, Georgia stood first place
with 76 points, Ukraine is second with 63 points, and
Iran is in third place with 59 points. Turkey, the US,
and Armenia are in fourth to sixth places with 48, 47,
and 46 points, respectively.

The U23 World Wrestling Championships started
on Monday, October 17 in Spain’s Pontevedra and
finished on October 23.
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Industry sector registers record growth in Q1

TEHRAN - Iran’s industry sector registered
a growth of 51 percent in the first three
months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21- June 21) while the country’s total
economic growth in the said quarter was 3.4
percent, IRNA reported.

The data released by Statistical Center of
Iran (SCI) also indicates that the growth rate
of the industry sector in the second quarter
of the year is also going to be significantly
positive.

Export from Anzali
125% in H1 on year

TEHRAN- The value of export from Anzali
Free Zone in north of Iran rose 125 percent in
the first half of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-September 22), as compared
to the first half of the past year, the managing
director of Anzali Free Zone Organization
announced.

Isa Farhadi said that 125 percent growth in
the export of products produced in Anzali Free
Zone shows the success of this organization in
realizing one of the most important indicators
of the implementation of resistance economy
policies in free zones.

He also announced 19 percent rise in
investment making in this zone during the first
half of the present year.

As recently announced by the vice secretary
of Iran’s Free Zones High Council, over 320
trillion rials (about $1142 billion) of investment
has been made in the country’s free zones
in the course of one year from the seventh
calendar month of Mehr in the past Iranian year
to the same month in this year (September 23,
2021-Septemebr 22, 2022).

Ahmad Jamali said that the performance of
free trade and special economic zones should
be evaluated in relation to the past trend, goals
and regional competitors, while a specific time
frame should also be considered for it.

Also, the secretary of Free Zones High Council
had previously announced that 360 trillion
rials (about $1.285 billion) of investment has
been made in the country’s free zones in the
past Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20).

Saeed Mohammad also announced that 60
trillion rials (about $214 million) of investment
was made in the free zones during the first
quarter of the current Iranian year (March 21-
June 21).

He said 2,500 industrial units are currently
active in the free zones of the country.

Located in Gilan Province, north of Iran,
Anzali Free Trade-Industrial Zone is the sole
free zone in the southern part of the Caspian
Sea with an area of 9,400 hectares and 40
kilometers shoreline.

It is one of the country’s seven free trade-
industrial zones.

Located on the North-South International
Corridor, having a special position in
connection with the Caspian littoral states,
proximity to the ports of Astrakhan and Lagan
in Russia, Aktau in Kazakhstan, and Baku in
Azerbaijan, access through convenient routes
to the consumer markets of CIS countries, and
proximity to Rasht International Airport are
some advantages of Anzali Free Zone.

Establishment of free trade zones (FTZs) in
Iran dates back to Iranian calendar year 1368
(March 1989 - March 1990) following the fall in
the country’s oil income in the preceding year
which prompted the government to promote
the non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were
established in the south of country. The first
one was Kish Free Trade Zone established in
1368 on Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and
the second one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone
established the year after on Qeshm Island in
the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been
also established in the country since then,
including Chabahar in southeastern Sistan-
Baluchestan Province, Arvand in southwestern
Khuzestan Province, Anzali in northern Gilan
Province, Aras in East-Azarbaijan Province and
Maku in West-Azarbaijan Province, both in the
northwest of the country.

Development of existing free trade zones
and establishment of new FTZs has become
one of the major economic approaches of
Iranian government.

TEDPIX falls 12,000 points on Sunday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 12,165 points to
1.296 million on Sunday.

As reported, over 4.769 billion securities
worth 23.759 trillion rials (about $82 million)
were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index lost 10,286 points,
and the second market’s index dropped
20,243 points.

TEDPIX lost 9,000 points to 1.31 million in
the past Iranian calendar week (ended on
Friday).

TSE is one of the fourlranian stock
exchanges, the other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Unprecedented fluctuations in the Iranian

stock market over the past few months
have led shareholders, experts, and scholars
to call for the government to increase its
support for the market.

Following the rising concerns over
the market conditions, in early April,
the Government Economic Coordination
Headquarters, in its 216th meeting, approved
some new directives for regulating the stock
market.

Railway fleet receives 413 domestically-
made wagons, locomotives

from page 1 » Factories with
the participation and investment
of Mobarakeh Steel, Alborz Niro,
Mapna and Islamic Republic of
Iran Railways (known as RAl).
Comprehensive plan underway
to develop transit

Speaking at the unveiling
ceremony of the mentioned
fleet, Qasemi noted that his
ministry  was  implementing
a comprehensive plan for the
development of transit through
Iran, saying: “This plan will lead
to the transformation of the
country’s transportation sector in
the next three years.”

Stressing the significant role
of the railway industry in the
country’s economic development,
the minister said: “Iran has
geopolitical privileges in the
transportation sector, including
access to open waters, which
many countries do not benefit
from.”

“In the past, we did not have
relations with many neighboring
countries such as Turkmenistan
and Azerbaijan, which are transit
bottlenecks, but today, with the
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Transport Minister Rostam Qasemi delivers speech at the
unveiling ceremony of new railway fleet on Sunday.

expansion of relations, Iran is
recognized as a regional transit
authority,” Qasemi stressed.

The official further noted that
the Islamic Republic has reached
very positive agreements with
the countries of the region during
Shanghai summit, which have
become the basis of the country’s
transit transformation plan.

Number of vehicles added to
railway fleet doubled in H1

Elsewhere in the ceremony,
Head of Islamic Republic of
Iran Railways (RAI) Miad Salehi
said the number of wagons
and locomotives added to the
country’s railway fleet in the
first half of the current year
has increased by 100 percent
compared to the previous year’s

same time span.

According to Salehi, the railway
industry has achieved this
success despite the sanctions
and difficult economic condition
which is very admirable.

He mentioned the great
potentials of the railway
industry for investment, saying
that RAI was seriously pursuing
plans for facilitation of the
presence of the private sector in
the railway projects.

This was the second round
of additions to the country’s
railway fleet in the current
Iranian calendar year (started
on March 21).

Back in July, RAI had added 319
domestically-made wagons and
locomotives including 305 new
freight wagons, six newly-made
locomotives, seven renovated
passenger wagons, and a
renovated locomotive to its fleet.

In total, the Iranian railway fleet
has received 732 wagons and
locomotivesinthe first six months
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-Septemeber 22).

Consortium of Iranian banks, firms to invest $27b in oil industry

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’s Planning and
Budget Organization (PBO) Masoud Mirkazemi
said a recently formed consortium of Iranian
banks and companies is going to invest $27
billion in the country’s oil and gas sector, IRNA
reported.

“Recently, good cooperation has been
established between the Planning and Budget
Organization and the Oil Ministry, and a
consortium of banks, domestic investment
companies, and other contracting firms have
been formed, which has resulted in signing
a memorandum of understanding and a
contract; this consortium is going to invest
27 billion dollars in oil and gas projects,’
Mirkazemi said on Sunday.

The official noted that investment in the
mentioned sectors is targeted to be increased
to $80 billion, adding that “Investing in oil and
gas projects is quick-yielding and its capital
returns in less than a year”

Back in August, Mirkazemi had announced
signing a $7 billion contract for the
development of the joint Azadegan oil field
and a $19 billion MOU for the construction of
two petrochemical plants.

PBO Head Masoud Mirkazemi

“We are also preparing another $10
billion worth of projects to be awarded, so
it is necessary to use different methods and
initiatives to attract the necessary resources,’
Mirkazemi had said.

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji also said in
September 2021 that his ministry was making
necessary arrangements and planning for
attracting $125 billion of foreign and domestic
investment in the country’s oil and gas
industry within the next four to eight years.

Later in August 2022, Oji reiterated that the
oil ministry was seriously following the plans
for funding the oil industry’s development

projects.

Speaking on national TV, the minister noted
that recent studies show that over $160 billion
of investment is required to complete the
country’s oil industry development projects
over the next eight years.

“Planning has been done to provide this
figure, and considering the current progress
[in our plans] there will be no problem in this
regard,” he said.

The official noted that the current
government has so far attracted over $80
billion for the country’s oil and gas projects
and an agreement worth $40 billion has also
been signed with Russia’s Gazprom.

Our priority is developing joint oil and gas
fields, he said, adding: “In the downstream
sector, we reached an agreement with
Gazprom to build gas transmission and export
pipelines to countries such as Oman and
Pakistan.”

“We have also signed 28 contracts with
a total value of over one bhillion dollars for
collecting flare gas, most of which have been
signed with private companies that will use
the collected gas as payment,” Oji added.

Commodities worth $771m traded at IME in a week

TEHRAN- During the past
Iranian calendar week (ended on
Friday), 2,944,251 million tons of
commodities worth $771 million
were traded at Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and  International
Affairs Department, the exchange
traded on its metals and minerals
trading floor 2.507 million tons
of commodities valued at almost
$552 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,255,339 tons of cement, 404,000
tons of iron ore, 746,854 tons
of steel, 85,000 tons of sponge
iron, 3,250 tons of zinc, 7,325
tons of aluminum, 7,249 tons of
copper, 200 tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 39 tons of precious
metals concentrate, 29 kg of gold
bars and 400 tons of coke.

Furthermore, the IME saw on
both domestic and export pits of
its oil and petrochemical trading
floor 431,055 tons of commodities
worth more than $208 million.

Commodities traded on this
floor included 85,969 tons of
polymeric  products, 123,000
tons of vacuum bottom, 30,500
tons of lube cut, 35,662 tons of
chemicals, 200 tons of sulfur,
3,303 tons of base oil, 640 tons
of insulation and 115,630 tons of
bitumen.

The IME also traded within
the same week 5,833 tons of
commodities on its side market.

As previously reported,
9,857,062 tons of commodities
worth more than $2.4 billion
were traded at Iran Mercantile
Exchange during the sixth Iranian
calendar month (ended on
September 22).

The exchange saw on both
domestic and export pits of its
oil and petrochemical trading
floor, trade of 1.616 million tons of
commodities valued at more than
$882 million.

The IME’s customers purchased
on this floor 428,010 tons of
vacuum bottom, 437720 tons

of bitumen, 424602 tons of
polymeric  products, 142,900
tons of lube cut, 138,754 tons of
chemicals, 25,900 tons of sulfur,
18,692 tons of oil and 1,980 tons
of insulation.

Furthermore, the exchange saw
trade of more than 8.187 million
tons of commodities worth more
than $1.5 billion on its metals and
minerals trading floor.

Iltems traded on this floor
included 4,362,000 tons of
cement, 1727000 tons of steel,
1,541,000 tons of iron ore, 458,500
tons of sponge iron, 36,000 tons
of aluminum, 74,400 tons of zinc,
24,980 tons of copper, 790 tons
of molybdenum concentrate, 200
tons of coke, 72 tons of precious
metals concentrate and 92 kg of
gold bars.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
52,986 tons commodities.

The value of trades at Iran
Mercantile Exchange rose 102
percent, and the volume of

trades at the exchange increased
128 percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20), which was the highest
level of growth in the history of the
exchange since its establishment.

Statistical data show that in
the past year, in addition to new
records in the volume and value
of trades of different products,
10 major records in total value
and physical market trades were
registered. In a way that besides
the total value of trades, the
volume and value of physical
market trades, the volume, and
value of industrial products and
petrochemicals trades, the value
of oil products trades and the
volume and value of side market
trades all hit records.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the other
three markets are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran
Energy Exchange (IRENEX).

Average monthly tax income rises 80% yr/yr

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’s National Tax
Administration (INTA) Davoud Manzour has
said the government’s average monthly tax
collections have increased by 80 percent in
the current Iranian calendar year (started on
March 21) as compared to the previous year.

According to Manzour, last year every
month about 250 trillion rials (about $864
million) of taxes were collected on average,
while the figure has reached 450 trillion rials
(5155 billion) in the current year, Tasnim
news agency reported.

According to the official, INTA has been
taking serious measures for battling

tax evasion so that the organization has
discovered more than 170 cases over the past
year and the violators have been faced with
heavy penalties.

There are many methods of tax evasion
and one of the most common is the creation
of shell companies, he explained.

“Unfortunately, there are many problems in
the regulations and laws regarding company
establishment and there is no necessary
strictness. We see such cases with regard to
business cards and credit cards as well,” the
official added.

Back in September, INTA announced that
the country’s tax revenues stood at 1.853
quadrillion rials (about $6.4 billion) in the
first five months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-August 22).

As reported, of the mentioned figure, 117
quadrillion rials (about $4.04 billion) was
direct tax, and 670 trillion rials (about $2.31
billion) was indirect tax collected in the five-
month period.

Iran’s tax income reached over 3.54
quadrillion rials (about $12.2 billion) in the
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 20).



Germans vent anger as Ukraine {17512 Te) /(B
war takes toll

from page 1 » While placards
at the protests indicated there
were more than one issue that
forced people to take to the
streets, the main theme appears
to be demands for the reduction of
rising electricity bills and an end to
the Ukraine war.

The conflict has triggered US.-
led sanctions on the Russian gas
sector, which Europe relied on for
40% of its energy needs. The lack
of gas has hugely exacerbated
already rising inflation from the
covid pandemic, with Europe
suffering the most.

The government has
implemented measures aimed at
easing the skyrocketing prices
people have to pay for gas but
the protesters say this has been
nowhere near enough and must
be focused on those with the most
need for assistance during this
winter’s energy crisis.

Despite being one of the
wealthiest countries on the
globe, there are increasing signs
that poverty levels are rising as
the conflict in Ukraine drags on.
Research shows the number of
homeless people is increasing,
parents are skipping meals to feed
their children while pensioners are
struggling to make ends meet.

Paritatische Wohlfahrtsverband
is Germany’s umbrella
organization for welfare groups
and according to its statistics, 13.8
million Germans are either living in
poverty or face an increased risk
of slipping below the poverty line.
There is also mounting concern
among some politicians about
wealth inequality with a widening
gap between the rich and the poor.

Many middle-income families
now have serious restrictions on
their way of life and are only able
to pay their skyrocketing bills and
other costs for basic necessities
by limiting the lifestyle that the
majority of the population used to
take for granted before the conflict
in Ukraine.

Germany does have a welfare
system already in place but the
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protesters say this is no longer
sufficient, in  particular  for
individuals and single parents. It is
now being denounced for covering
only the barest of necessities. The
federal government has proposed
remodeling the welfare system
by essentially raising the funds
recipients  receive.  However,
according to experts, even that
will be far from enough for people
to live on “with dignity” and, for
example, to eat healthy food for
their meals.

Any changes to the current
welfare system will also have a
serious impact on the German
economy, already facing
rising inflation. It is becoming
increasingly difficult for many to
afford basic food products such as
bread, milk, fruit, and vegetables,
which are over 12% more expensive
than they were a year ago. The
number of people using food banks
has risen by nearly a million with
poverty also on the rise amongst
students and the elderly.

Whilst the outbreak of violence
in Ukraine has had repercussions
for all European countries. In
Germany people are fearing for
their diminishing wealth.

The main problem is the lack
of energy supplies as a result of
sanctions on Moscow and reports
have emerged of rifts during the
EU summit this week between
Germany and other member states
over Russia.

Senior German government
officials have been warning that
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energy must be conserved to
ensure there are no shortages
over the winter season and the
EU summit’s proposals of further
capping Russian energy supplies
have left many in Berlin frustrated.

As prices in Germany rise
sharply, especially energy costs,
inflation is eating into the wages of
the country’s citizens. Government
officials are concerned the cost-
of-living crisis will shake the
German middle class, who enjoyed
comfortable life before the Ukraine
conflict.

The police, nurses, teachers,
public servants and so on, who
are considered to be the middle-
income group, had played a major
role in sustaining the country and
its economy for many years by
providing a significant amount
of tax revenue. That, in turn, has
ensured the welfare system is
up and running on a daily basis,
making this group the pillar of the
country.

Patrick Sachweh of the
Inequality and Social Policy
Research Center at the University
of Bremen had previously told
German media “there is still a
relatively broad middle class in
Germany, to which a significant
portion of the population belongs,
or at least can belong if one makes
an effort and is hard-working,”

“The middle class has always
also been something towards
which those who do not yet belong
to it aspired to,” he added. “And
that was a kind of integrative
center of society to which people

wanted to belong”

However, this shrinking section
of society which has long helped
German economic growth and
sustainability appears to now
be very much reaching the end
of its role in the country’s social
advancement.

Maike Cohrs of the debt
counseling service says, “We do
notice that there are many who,
let's say, belong to the lower
middle class, who go to work,
who could actually get by quite
well with their income, but who
quickly get into financial trouble
due to payment obligations, high
rents and now high cost of living
and energy prices.”

Experts also says that those
at the lower end of the middle-
income scale, which research
suggests is around 18 million
people in Germany,are being
strongly affected by inflation and
the growing energy crisis which
means many are expected to rely
on government welfare services.

Germany’s economy is facing
extremely testing times. First, the
coronavirus pandemic took its toll,
and now the impact of the war in
Ukraine is pushing the economy to
the brink.

In its latest World Economic
Outlook report, the International
Monetary Fund says that key
European economies will fall
into “technical recession” next
year, including those of Germany
and Italy.

The government has now
slashed its growth forecast for
this year and predicts the economy
will shrink in 2023. The economy
ministry expects Germany’s gross
domestic product to grow by 1.4%
this year and then decline by 0.4%
next year. That's a dramatic change
from its estimates in late April
when it had forecast 2.2% growth
in 2022 and 2.5% next year.

The German government can of
course reverse this if it pushes for
apolitical process to end the war in
Ukraine and ease the livelihoods of
Germans suffering back at home.

U.S. may directly enter Ukraine war without NATO: David Petraeus

Americanand allied forces may directly
intervene in the ongoing Ukraine conflict
against Russia even without a threat to any
member of the U.S.-led NATO military alliance,
former U.S. spy chief and Army general David
Petraeus has said.

If Russia took some actions in Ukraine that
would be “so shocking and so horrific,” it would
then prompt a response from the US. and
other nations, the ex-CIA director projected
on Saturday during an interview with France’s
weekly magazine, LExpress, noting that they
“might react in one way or another, but as a
multinational force led by the U.S. and not as
a NATO force”

Petraeus, who also commanded the US.
occupation forces in Afghanistan from 2010 to
2011, suggested that Washington might form a
new coalition of the willing in such a scenario
and use it instead of a NATO force to engage
against Russia.

He further implied that NATO would remain
bound to the terms of the military alliance and
would only join the war if one of its members
came under attack.

Earlier this month, Petraeus had claimed
that the U.S. could wipe out all Russian forces
in Ukraine -- alongside with the Russian Black
Sea fleet -- if Moscow resorted to the use of
nuclear weapons in the country.

The decorated retired Army general doubled
down on such claims during the Saturday
interview by insisting that Washington’s
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involve “more than diplomatic ... economic and
legal actions”

Petraeus further underlined that his earlier
remarks only raised “just one”of “many
options” America has in store in case Moscow
resorts to the use of nuclear arms, describing the
suspected move as an “extremely bad decision.”

The former top U.S. military and intelligence
official insisted, however, that Moscow is not
interested in escalating the Ukraine conflict
and turning it into a global war, adding that
a wider conflict is “the last thing” Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin needs right now.

Pointing to recent Western press reports
about major counter-attacks and gains scored
by Kiev forces, Petraeus also claimed there
is nothing Russia could do to change the
situation on the frontlines, which, he said, is
unfavorable to Moscow.

This is while Moscow insisted on Saturday

that Russian forces troops had repelled an
attack by Ukraine in the southern region of
Kherson, where Kiev forces have reported
advances in recent weeks.

The Russian Defense Ministry declared in
a statement that “all attacks were repulsed,
and the enemy was pushed back to their initial
positions.”

The ministry went on to note that
Ukrainian forces pressed their offensive
towards the areas of Piatykhatky, Suhanove,
Sablukivka, and Bezvodne, on the west bank
of the Dnieper River. Russian forces had also
repelled attacks in Luhansk and Donetsk
regions in eastern Ukraine, it added.

Petraecus commanded US. forces in
Afghanistan from 2010 to 2011, presiding over
America’s highest death tolls during the 20-
year war, and increased civilian casualties.

When Petraeus commanded U.S. troops in
Afghanistan, he persuaded then-U.S. president
Barack Obama to deploy an additional 30,000
soldiers to the war-torn country, but his so-
called counterinsurgency plan, which hinged
on “securing and serving” the local population,
proved disastrous.

He was later appointed as director of the CIA
spy agency in 2011, only to resign the following
year after a scandal involving his extramarital
affair with a woman who was supposedly
writing his biography.

(Source: Press TV)

Palestinian group accuses Zionist regime of killing member

A Palestinian group has

passed by and he became a

Themilitary has been conducting

Prisoner Society said around 4,700

confirmed the death of its senior
member in the occupied West Bank
city of Nablus.

The Lions’ Den said Tamer al
Kilani was killed when a bomb
placed on a nearby motorcycle
exploded early on Sunday, blaming
Israel for his death.

“The bomb exploded as he

martyr;” said al Kilani’s father,
Sufian al Kilani, who was not at the
scene when the bomb went off.

“We don't know whether the
bomb was timed or triggered
remotely.”

The Israeli military declined to
comment.

nightly raids in the occupied West
Bank since the spring in what it
says is a bid to dismantle militant
networks and thwart attacks.

A Palestinian NGO has
documented over 5300 arrests
by the Israeli army in the occupied
West Bank so far this year.

In a statement, the Palestinian

Palestinians are still in Israeli
custody, including 30 women and
190 minors.

The United Nations said earlier
this week that more than 100
Palestinian have been killed by Israeli
fire since the start of the year, the
heaviest toll in the occupied West
Bank for nearly seven years.

Republicans gain
steam in Senate
battle

Republicans are roaring back in the battle to
control the 50-50 Senate.

Over the past week, polls show GOP
candidates closing the gap in states where
Democrats have led all summer — and perhaps
pulling away in races that had appeared close
for months.

In Pennsylvania, Mehmet Oz has inched even
closer to John Fetterman. Herschel Walker is
neck-and-neck with Sen. Raphael Warnock in
Georgia, and Blake Masters has narrowed Sen.
Mark Kelly’s lead in Arizona. And Republican
polling shows Adam Laxalt squeezing past
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto in Nevada.

Meanwhile, Republicans stuck in stubbornly
tied red states are beginning to show signs of
building more durable advantages. Polls now
show GOP candidates J.D. Vance and Ted Budd
moving ahead of their Democratic opponents
in Ohio and North Carolina, respectively.

The GOP’s momentum on the Senate
battlefield is consistent with national polling
showing an uptick for Republicans on the
generic congressional ballot, as the party
holds the edge when it comes to handling
most of the issues at the center of the
midterm campaign — especially the economy
and inflation.

And the recent polls align with the POLITICO
Election Forecast, which currently rates the
fight for Senate control as a “Toss Up.” Barring
an upset elsewhere, if the GOP prevails in
at least three of the four “Toss Up” races —
Georgia, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin
— it will win the majority. Currently, polling
averages show Republicans leading in Nevada
and Wisconsin, and trailing — though narrowly
— in Georgia and Pennsylvania.

Saudi crown prince ‘not
attending Arab summit
on doctors’ advice’

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman will not attend an upcoming
Arab summit in Algeria in compliance with
doctors’ recommendations to avoid travel,
the Algerian presidency has said.

Saudi Arabia offered no immediate
acknowledgement of the comments on
Saturday by Algeria about the condition of
Prince Mohammed, who has quickly risen
to power under his 86-year-old father King
Salman.

Statements carried in Arabic and French
on the Algeria Press Service late on Saturday
referred to a statement from the office of
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune about
a telephone call between him and Prince
Mohammed.

In the call, Prince Mohammed “apologised
for not being able to participate in the Arab
Summit to be held on November 1in Algiers,
in accordance with the recommendations of
doctors who advise him not to travel,” the
statement read.

“For his part, Mr. President said he
understood the situation and regretted
the impediment of the Crown Prince, His
Highness the Emir Mohammed Bin Salman,
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expressing his wishes for his health and well-
being.”

A statement on the state-run Saudi
Press Agency acknowledged a call between
Tebboune and the prince but offered no word
on the doctors’ advice. It just said the call
focused on “the aspects of bilateral relations
between the two fraternal countries” and
possible joint cooperation.

The Arab League Summit in Algeria
represents the first time the regional body
has met since the COVID-19 pandemic took
hold across the world.

Rishi Sunak enters
race to replace Liz
Truss as UKPM

Rishi Sunak has confirmed he will join the
contest to replace Liz Truss as British prime
minister and Conservative Party leader after
economic turmoil forced Truss to resign after
serving just 44 days in office.

“The United Kingdom is a great country
but we face a profound economic crisis.
That's why | am standing to be Leader of
the Conservative Party and your next Prime
Minister” he said in a statement published
on Sunday, setting up a potentially bruising
battle with his former boss Boris Johnson.

“l want to fix our economy, unite our
Party and deliver for our country,” he said a
day after the former finance minister had
amassed enough support to stand for the
contest.

Rushdie has lost
sight in one eye, says
agent

Salman Rushdie has lost sight in one eye
and the use of one hand after the attack he
suffered while preparing to deliver a lecture in
New York state two months ago, his agent has
confirmed.

Rushdie is the author of “The Satanic Verses,”
a blasphemous novel about Islam that was
published in 1988.

The 75-year-old author was stabbed in the
neck and torso as he came on stage to give a
talk on artistic freedom at the Chautauqua
Institution on August 12.

Until now, the full extent of Rushdie’s injuries
had been unclear. But in an interview with
Spain’s El Pais, Andrew Wylie explained how
serious and life-changing the attack had been.

“[His wounds] were profound, but he’s [also]
lost the sight of one eye,” said Wylie. “He had
three serious wounds in his neck. One hand is
incapacitated because the nerves in his arm
were cut. And he has about 15 more wounds in
his chest and torso. So, it was a brutal attack.”

The agent declined to say whether Rushdie
was still in the hospital, saying the most
important thing was that the writer going to
live.

Wylie also said he and Rushdie had talked
about the possibility of such an attack in the
past. “The principal danger that he faced so
many years after the fatwa was imposed is
from a random person coming out of nowhere
and attacking [him],” he said.

“So, you can't protect against that because
it's totally unexpected and illogical. It was like
John Lennon[’'s murder]”
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Wind-eroded ridge, salt cave from Iran
join IUGS list

AT

TEHRAN—The International Union of
Geological Sciences (IUGS) has added two
Iranian spots to its list of the top 100 geological
sites.

The new entries are a wind-eroded ridge and
a salt cave, which are respectively situated in
central and southern Iran, Mehr reported on
Sunday.

Lut Desert’s Kalut of Yardang and Qeshm
Island’s Namakdan Salt Cave have been
inscribed on the list titled “First 100 UGS
Geological Heritage Sites, the report said.

Theinclusion of two Iranian sites is important
because it draws the attention of the world to
Iran’s geosites, the news agency quoted an
expert as saying.

IUGS experts assessed more than 180 sites
from 56 countries for possible inclusion in the
list, the report said.

AKalutis the child of wind erosion in the sand
and dust. The UNESCO-designated Lut Desert
is one of the best sites to see this astounding
structure. At first glance, one may assume
these Kaluts are handmade structures, as they
are artistically built.

The scorching desert is also considered
one of the top areas in the world for finding
meteorites, thanks to its unique parameters. In
recent years, significant finds have been made,

with the efforts of national and international
teams of researchers.

Measuring about 6400 meters long,
Namakdan is the longest salt cave in the world.
It is one of several salt caves in the salt cone-
shaped Namakdan mountain. Various minerals
and salt deposits have given the cave’s mouth
a colorful appearance.

Upon entering the cave and getting further
into it, one may be attracted by crystalline salt
covering the floor. A beautiful white view is
created by the stalactites in the cave along with
this beautiful flooring. Crystals of pink, purple,
blue, and crimson red can also be seen.

Another feature of the cave is the saltwater
streams that flow from the bottom. Namakdan
Mountain has an underground water flow that
runs continuously. This flow opens out of the
cave from the heart of the mountain. Saltwater
gathers in a natural white pool beneath the
mountain that resembles a spring.

There are times when the saltwater in the
cavereflects theimages and creates a stunning
and unique view. The main bed of the spring has
ared colorand is covered with sediments of red
mud.

This cave has a beautiful structure with
crystal stalactites that appear to have different
shapes on the roof. Seawater drips on the
stalactites’ bodies due to the humidity of the
air on the island and the infiltration of water in
the cave. Because of this, these stalactites are
always in the process of forming.

The International Union of Geological
Sciences, founded in 1961, with 121 national
members, representing over a million
geoscientists, is one of the World’s largest
scientific  organizations. It  encourages
international cooperation and participation in
the Earth sciences concerning human welfare
and is a member of the International Science
Council (ISC).

Water tourism still untapped in Golestan

TEHRAN-Golestan  tourism  directorate
seeks to develop water tourism, which is
deemed untapped in the northern province.

In addition to increasing the incomes
of the people in the villages with dams,
the development, and prosperity of water
tourism are expected to diversify the tourism
infrastructure of the province and attract
tourists, the provincial tourism chief has said.

With its dams, Golestan has a significant
potential for hydro tourism, and to reap the
benefits of this branch of tourism, the private
sector needs to be involved, CHTN quoted
Mohammad Javad Savari as saying on Sunday.

Tourism should be seen as the axis of the
province’s development and as a contributor to
its economic prosperity and living standards,
the official added.

Despite its arid climate, Iran’s tourism sector
has tried to boost hydro tourism or water
tourism in recent years.

This branch of tourism involves traveling to
places specifically to take part in water-based
activities. Some individuals who do not wish
to partake in water-related activities embark
on water tourism trips so that they can visit
tourist sites that sit close to bodies of water
such as lakes, rivers, dams, oceans, etc.

r

While water tourism often includes active
chases, some water tourists visit islands and
shore regions to join more relaxed pursuits
such as diving or swimming. Travel businesses
organize tours of coral reefs and arrange for
local tour guides to preside over excursions
on which travelers can swim with local marine
life such as dolphins or even sharks. Some
tour operators also cater to families who are
primarily focused on swimming and tanning
rather than interacting with aquatic life.

Water trips occasionally involve inland
destinations, such as lakes and rivers.
Holidaymakers can sail or swim on lakes while
many rivers are ideally suited to whitewater
rafting. Additionally, some leisure businesses
operate water parks that contain swimming
pools, water slides, and areas for kayaking or
canoeing,

Tehran-Lorestan rail tours launched after 15

months halt

TEHRAN—The Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (IRIR) resumed its Tehran-Lorestan
train tours on Friday following 15 months of
suspension.

During its weekly trip, the train would stop at
14 tourist attractions and historical sites in the
western province, the provincial tourism chief
said on Sunday.

A variety of programs have been planned
for travelers and tourists along the way, such
as local music performances, local games, and
serving all three meals, Ata Hassanpur added.

The tourists could also visit an exhibition of

local handicrafts and traditional arts at one of
the train’s stops, he noted.

Lorestan, which is a region of raw beauty, was
inhabited by Iranian Indo-European peoples,
including the Medes, c. 1000 BC. Cimmerians
and Scythians intermittently ruled the region
from about 700 to 625 BC. The Luristan Bronzes,
noted for their eclectic array of Assyrian,
Babylonian, and Iranian artistic motifs, date
from this turbulent period.

Lorestan was incorporated into the growing
Achaemenid Empire in about 540 BC and
successively was part of the Seleucid, Parthian,
and Sasanid dynasties.

TEHRAN-Iran plans to
facilitate conditions for foreign
trippers interested in visiting the
country, according to the head of
the Association of Iranian Travel
Agencies.

Plans have been made to
host foreign tourists in Iran,
and efforts are being made to
expand the presence of foreign
tourists, said Hormatollah Rafiei
on Sunday.

Tourism is important because
it allows tourists to experience
other cultures and civilizations,
but Iran’s tourist attractions
have not been adequately
promoted in the international
arena, he added.

Despite what the western
media claims, Iran is a safe
country where its citizens live
peacefully, and foreign tourists
are also free to travel around the
country, he noted.

Back in June, the official said
that it was possible to guarantee
peace and security between
nations by promoting tourism.

“Tourism has shown to be
an industry that promotes
peace and security as well as
international friendship.”

It is imperative that tourism
diplomacy, along with cultural,
public, and economic diplomacy,
be a focal point of negotiations

and interactions between a
country’s representatives
and diplomats in an

international arena, due to the
interconnectedness of different
ethnicities and nationalities, he
explained.

During three difficult years

Iran to facilitate

with the coronavirus outbreak,
the tourism industry not only
did not expand the pandemic
but with maximum cooperation
and full compliance with
global health protocols, was an
important player in containing
and ending this crisis, he added.

Although  Iran’s  tourism
industry has suffered a loss
of some 400 trillion rials ($1.4
billion), the loss of life in tourism
facilities was almost zero, he
noted.

Back in August, tourism
minister Ezzatollah Zarghami
said that Iran has recorded
about 2.9 million foreign tourist

arrivals over the past 11 months.
The tourism minister said

the rate of tourist arrivals,
concerning coronavirus
restrictions, is ahead of some
international estimates.

“Designing an  lranophobia
project and presenting anegative
image of Iran in some media is
one of the obstacles to attracting
foreign tourists,” Zarghami said.

“We have many relative
advantages and facilities that
none of the countries in the
region have.

Long shunned by Western
travelers, the Islamic Republic
has steadily stepped-up efforts
to use tourism, over the past
couple of years, to help promote
its international image battered
by endless opposition mostly

from the US.

Experts believe even before
the pandemic, Iran’s tourism
was already grappling with
some challenges, on top of those
Western “media propaganda”
aimed at scaring potential
travelers away from the Islamic
Republic. They say Iran is still
somehow “unknown” to many
potential travelers due to such a
“media war”’

Before the COVID pandemic,
Iran’s tourism had constantly
been growing, reaching more
than eight million Vvisitors
in the Iranian calendar year
1398 (started March 21, 2019).
That surge, however, helped
prejudices to become thick and
thin.

However, Iran’s trump card is
that the country benefits from a
widevariety of travel destinations
ranging from seacoasts and
lush green woods to towering
mountains and harsh deserts.
As a wallet-friendly destination
with hospitable people, Iran has
long been a desired destination
for nature lovers, birdwatchers,
powder chasers, culture
devotees, pilgrims, museum-
goers, foodies, adventurers, and
medical travelers, to name a few.

Mass COVID-19 vaccinations,
consecutive fam tours for
foreign tour operators, easing
travel procedures, and fresh
strategies, altogether, suggest
Iran is determined to experience
a tourism rebound with a greater
reliance on its numerous tourist
spots of which 26 are UNESCO
World Heritage, above all, its
welcoming people.

A race against time: archaeologists find relics from Elamite tomb chambers

from page 1 » The name Elam was given
to the region by others—the Akkadians and
Sumerians of Mesopotamia —and is thought
to be their version of what the Elamites called
themselves— Haltami (or Haltamti)-meaning
“those of the high country.” ‘Elam’, therefore,
is usually translated to mean “highlands” or
“high country” as it comprised settlements
on the Iranian Plateau that stretched from
the southern plains to the elevations of the
Zagros Mountains.

Susa was once the capital of the Elamite
Empire and later the administrative capital
of the Achaemenian king Darius | and his
successors from 522 BC. Throughout the late
prehistoric periods, Elam was closely tied
culturally to Mesopotamia. Later, perhaps
because of domination by the Akkadian
dynasty (c. 2334-c. 2154 BC), Elamites
adopted the Sumero-Akkadian cuneiform
script.

According to Britannica, the earliest Elamite
writings are in a figurative or pictographic
script and date from the middle of the 3rd
millennium BC.

Documents from the second period, which
lasted from the 16th to the 8th century
BC, are written in cuneiform; the stage of

is sometimes called Old Elamite. The last
period of Elamite texts is that of the reign
of the Achaemenian kings of Persia (6th to
4th century BC), who used Elamite, along
with Akkadian and Old Persian, in their
inscriptions. The language of this period, also
written in the cuneiform script, is often called
New Elamite.

Although all three stages of Elamite have
not been completely deciphered, several
grammatical features of the language are
known to scholars. These include a plural
formation using the suffix -p, the personal
pronouns, and the endings of several verb
forms.

From the Caspian Sea in the northwest
to Balochestan in the southeast, the

Iranian plateau stretches nearly 2,000 km.
It encompasses the greater part of Iran,
Afghanistan, and Pakistan west of the Indus
River, containing some 3,700,000 square
kilometers. Despite being called a “plateau”, it
is far from flat but contains several mountain
ranges, the highest peak being Damavand in
the Alborz mountain range at 5610 m, and the
Dasht-e Loot east of Kerman in Central Iran,
falling below 300 m.

The earliest well-documented evidence of
human habitation is found in the deposits of
several excavated caves and rock shelters,
located mainly in the Zagros Mountains of
western Iran and dated to Middle Paleolithic
or Mousterian times (c. 100,000 BC). A 2019
study published by the Journal of Human
Evolution suggests that Neanderthals were
roaming over the Iranian Zagros mountain
range between 40 to 70 thousand years ago.
Neanderthals lived before and during the last
Ice Age of the Pleistocene in some of the most
unforgiving environments ever inhabited by
humans. They developed a successful culture,
withacomplex stonetooltechnology, thatwas
based on hunting, some scavenging, and local
plant collection. Their survival during tens of
thousands of years of the last glaciation is a
remarkable testament to human adaptation.

19th-century mansion to be restored to former glory

TEHRAN-The Qajar-era (1789-
1925) Sepahdar Mansion in the
central province of Qazvin has
undergone some rehabilitation
works, the deputy provincial
tourism chief has said.

Strengthening the structure,
repairing the foundation, and
replacing worn-out materials are
parts of the project, Ehsan Nurani
explained on Sunday.

A budget of four billion rials
(514,000) has been allocated to
the project, the official added.

The historical monument has

been inscribed on the national
heritage list, he mentioned.

Qazvin was once the capital
of the mighty Persian Empire,
under Safavids, from 1548 to 98.
It is a major tourist destination
with a wonderfully restored
caravanserai-turned-arts
precinct, some quirky museums,
and a handful of decent eating
options. For most travelers, Qazvin
is also primarily the staging point
for excursions to the famous
castles of the Assassins and
trekking in the sensational Alamut
Valley.

Also known as the castle of
the Assassins, the 12th-century
Alamut Castle is nestled on top
of a peak. It was once a shelter
for the followers of Hasan-e
Sabbah (1070-1124), who was a
spiritual leader of an Islamic sect.

In the early 1930s, British-Italian
explorer and travel writer Freya
Stark described her exploration of
the place in her book “The Valleys
of the Assassins”

Qazvin is also home to one of
the biggest roofed caravanserais
in the country, Sad-al Saltaneh
caravanserai. Dating back to the
Qajarera, it'saplacefordiscovering
tens of Hojreh shops, cafes, yards,
and a stunning mosque. It's a place
for visitors who want to experience
the culture, cuisine, and hospitality
of Iran.

Toreutics: artistic metalworking passed down from generation to generation

TEHRAN—Toreutics is a traditional form
of metalworking in Iran. Despite the lack of a
clear history concerning its background, some
archaeologists and art historians believe it
dates back to the pre-Achaemenid era when
there were nomadic Iranians known as the
Scythians or Sakas.

There is evidence of the art’s origin in carving
on mountains and building stones of royal
palaces and historical monuments as well as
even in the era of cavemen,; then, it developed
into engraving, and, finally, toreutics.

In other words, toreutics is the practice
of decorating metal objects with exquisite
engravings and pictures by hammering or
engraving them with burins.

The softness and flexibility of copper make
it the most popular of the metals used in this
type of artistic metalworking. Artists have been
drawn to toreutics or engraving on metals with
burins due to the material’s long lifespan and
consistency compared to other objects.

To reduce the sounds of hammers or burins
and to reduce the risk of coin penetrations,
contemporary artists or craftsmen in this field
coat the inner or below part of the metal dish
or tray with tar and plaster solution. They then
draw the pattern on the dish and choose the
appropriate burin and hammer at the end of
the burin to form the grooves and patterns on
the dish with differing intensities of hammer
strikes.

Toreutic patterns havealways beeninfluenced
by ideological and cultural changes throughout
the various historical and cultural periods, and
have had their own unique historical evolutions
based on social conditions. There are several
styles of toreutics, including relief, mid-relief,
engraving, and latticework.

Another perspective has it that Iranian
toreutics have two main styles: the Isfahan
Style and the Tabriz Style. The Tabriz Style uses
motion and pressure of the wrist for engraving,
while the Isfahan Style uses hammering. Tabriz
burins are flat and shallow, while Isfahan burins
are deeper.



TEHRAN - The Seventh Meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to
the Framework Convention for the
Protection of the Marine Environ-
ment of the Caspian Sea, known
as the Tehran Convention, will be
held in Tehran in 2024.

The final statement of the sixth
meeting which was held in Baky,
the Republic of Azerbaijan, also
decided on a special working
group to be formed for settling
issues related to the structure of
the secretariat of the meeting,
IRNA reported.

In 2003, the Caspian littoral
states, comprising the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Republic of
Azerbaijan, the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, the Russian Federation,
and Turkmenistan, signed the
(Tehran) Framework Convention
for the Protection of the Marine
Environment of the Caspian Sea.

Following ratification by all five
Governments of the Caspian litto-
ral states, the Tehran Convention
entered into force on the 12th of
August 2006.

The objective of this Convention
is the protection of the Caspian
environment from all sources of
pollution including the protection,
preservation, restoration, and
sustainable and rational use of
the biological resources of the
Caspian Sea.

The Tehran Convention serves
as an umbrella legal instrument
that not only aims at protecting
the Caspian environment from
all sources of pollution but also
targets the preservation, resto-
ration, and protection of the Cas-
pian Sea species and habitats.

The Convention includes pro-
visions on the sustainable and
rational use of living resources of
the Caspian Sea, environmental

Iran to host

7th meeting on
protection of
Caspian Sea marine
environment

impact assessment and environ-
mental monitoring, as well as re-
search and development.

Further to the general obliga-
tions of the Tehran Convention, the
littoral States are required to take
all appropriate measures to achieve
these objectives individually or
jointly and to cooperate with inter-
national organizations to that end.

On the sidelines of the 6th
summit of the Caspian Sea littoral
states which was held in Ashgab-
at on June 29, President Ebrahim
Raisi said the interaction of the
Islamic Republic of Iran with its

friends and neighbors is original,
and this interaction and coop-
eration not only will lead to eco-
nomic prosperity and increase the
welfare of our nations, but also
strengthen regional peace and
stability and solve the problems
of the Caspian Sea zone merely
through its coastal countries.

This major strategy of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran will con-
tinue, regardless of international
developments.

Caspian Sea environment en-
dangered

The Caspian Sea is a unique

natural reservoir on our planet. It
is the world’s largest land-locked
body of water, measuring around
392,600 square kilometers.

The Caspian basin has been iso-
lated for over two million years
and hosts a unique ecological sys-
tem as aresult.

Unfortunately, the Sea’s ma-
rine environment suffers from
an enormous burden of pollution
from oil extraction and refining,
offshore oil fields, and huge vol-
umes of untreated sewage and
industrial waste.

Waste management in the Cas-
pian Sea is on the verge of crisis
and seriously threatens the Sea’s
environment.

In 2003, the
Caspian littoral
states signed the
(Tehran) Framework
Convention for the
Protection of the
Marine Environment
of the Caspian Sea.

In addition to waste, leachate
enters the sea through rivers or
rainfall, and because the severity
of leachate pollution is very high,
it imposes a serious threat to the
marine environment.

According to the Department of
Environment, the Caspian Sea is in
“critical condition” with oil tankers
alone dumping over 120,000 tons
of pollutants annually. Sewage
from cities bordering the sea ex-
acerbates pollution.

Philanthropists donate $15m to support needy students

TEHRAN - Benefactors across the country
have donated a sum of 4.9 trillion rials (near-
ly $15.3 million) for the financially struggling
students through a charity event prior to the
upcoming school year which began on Sep-
tember 23.

Known as Jashn-e Atefeha (literally mean-
ing the festival of kindnesses), the event
which solicits contributions in-kind or cash
by referring to schools, mosques, or online
banking, has been held for 24 years by Imam
Khomeini Relief Foundation.

The first phase of the event is held in
mosques a week before the beginning of the
new school year (September 23), and the sec-
ond phase of the event is held at schools a
week later when students can grant their do-
nations to those students in need.

The event spreads altruistic culture and
promotes the Islamic tradition of helping oth-
ers, through which many financially struggling
students are provided with the opportunity to
continue their education.

This year, a total of 4.9 trillion rials
(nearly $15.3 million) in cash and kind have
been donated. Non-cash donations in the
form of stationery and other essential
items were also provided to the students,

Iran starts five-year

Known as Jashn-e
Atefeha (the festival of
kindnesses), the event
solicits contributions in-
kind or cash by referring
to schools, mosques, or
online banking.

ISNA reported on Sunday.
School-building benefactors

School building benefactors allotted a total
of 34 trillion rials (nearly $130 million) to con-

ENGLISH IN USE

tobacco-free national plan

Anationl plan aiming to protect people from secondhand smoking
in 63 cities and 63 villages over the course of five years has just

piloted in the central city of Qom.

struct educational spaces across the country
over the past [Iranian calendar] year (March
2021-March 2022), ISNA reported.

Due to the promotion of the culture of par-
ticipation in school construction, school-build-
ing donors allotted trillion rials (nearly $130
million) last year, which was 170 billion rials
(around $650) in 1998 when the Association of
School-Building Donors was established, Ed-
ucation Minister Yousef Nouri said on Sunday.

According to Nasser Ghofli, the director of
the Association, 400 school-building charities
have been registered in the country so far.

Iran has many school-building benefactors
amounting to 650,000 people inside and 1,000
people outside the country.

Benefactors have proposed 28 trillion rials
(nearly $102 million) to be included in the bud-
get bill for the current Iranian calendar year
(March 2022-March 2023) for building and
renovating schools, Mehrollah Rakhshanimehr,
director of the Organization for Development,
Renovation, and Equipping Schools, said.

School-building donors allocated more
than 30 trillion rials (nearly $111 million) to
construct educational places nationwide in
the [Iranian calendar] year which ended in

March 2021.
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Following Article 8 of the Convention on Tobacco Control of

the World Health Organization to protect people from tobacco
use and reduce its side effects, Iran declared Qom city as the

country's first “tobacco-free city”

This five-year program will eventually launch in 63 cities and
63 selected villages of the country, however, it is probably can
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cover the whole cities, Behzad Valizadeh, head of the National

Secretariat of Tobacco Control said.

A tobacco-free city is a place in which the sale, supply, and
use of tobacco are regulated in such a way that people are
protected from secondhand smoke, and direct and indirect
incentive mechanisms are restricted, tobacco consumers will be

encouraged to quit, he explained.
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Straight Truth

National knowledge-based projects
to boost food industry

TEHRAN - The Vice Presidency for Science and
Technology has on its agenda the implementation
of five national plans for the production of food
products with the help of biological technologies.

The food industry is one of the most strate-
gic industries that has been developed with the
help of biological technologies in recent years,
an area that is not only related to food provi-
sion but also has an effective role in the health
and safety of society.

For this reason, countries are trying to facilitate
the entry of new technologies, especially biologi-
cal ones, into this field and reach self-sufficiency.

In this regard, the Biotechnology Development
Headquarters of the Vice Presidency of Science
and Technology has implemented national pro-
grams to develop the food industry so that the
needs can be met with local capabilities.

The implementation of five national plans for
the production of food products with the help of
biological technologies is one of these efforts,
which is implemented in cooperation with knowl-
edge-based companies.

Industrial production of light sugar, car-
boxymethyl cellulose, dairy starter, oils, extracts,
seasonings, as well as the production of flour and
bread industry enzymes are the five aforemen-
tioned projects.

Food industry and technology
According to the latest statistics, 265 compa-

nies are active in the field of agriculture, biotech-
nology, and the food industry and have produced
knowledge-based products.

Agriculture is one of the fields in which nano-
technology has been able to develop, as over 50
widely used nanoproducts have been launched in
the agricultural sector of Iran.

Although the use and effectiveness of nano-
technology are often associated with future ad-
vances in medical and chemical technology, its
usage is far subtler and wide.

The potential of nanotechnology in agricul-
ture is high, but there are still a few things to
consider, such as increasing the scale of pro-
duction processes and reducing costs, as well
as assessing production risk.

Nanotechnology use in consumer products
has also raised some ethical and social con-
cerns in some countries, from environmental
health and safety to consumer perceptions and
intellectual property rights.

Currently, over 7000 knowledge-based
companies are active in the country, manu-
facturing diverse products to meet the needs
of the domestic market while saving large
amounts of foreign currency.

Researchers in technology companies are
mostly engaged in the fields of aircraft mainte-
nance, steel, pharmaceuticals, medical equip-
ment, oil, and gas.

IRANIAN LANGUAGES AND SCRIPTS

Part 20

Study of these dialects began in the mid-
19th century, e.g., Berezin, 1853 (Yazdi), Hou-
tum-Schindler (1882: dialects spoken by Zoroas-
triansin Yazd, Kerman), but the first major studies
were those of Zhukovski (Kashan area: Vonishuni,
Qohrudi, Kesha'i, Zefra'i, Judeo-Kashani; Isfahan
area: Sedehi, Gazi, Kafroni), Andreas (ed. Chris-
tensen, 1939: Sivandi, Yazdi, So'i), and Mann.

The following groups may be distinguished:

Central northwest (area of Tafresh, west of Hama-
dan, south of Sava): Alviri (q.v.) and Vidari; Vafsi, Ash-
tiani (q.v.), Kahaki, Amora'i (q.v.; in the southeast).

Recent publications include Adelkhani (1379
S./2000: Amora’i) and Marzolph and Stilo (eds.,
2004: Gorchani sub-dialect of Vafsi, notes on
grammar and glossary.

Central north (southern edge of Dasht-e Kavir):
Khuri, Farvigi, Mehrejani. Modern studies include
Faravashi (2535/1976: Khuri, glossaries and sam-
ple texts) and Abbasi (1375 S./1996: verb in Khuri).

Central west (west of the road from Qom to
Isfahan): Dalijani, Varani, Mahallati, Vonishuni,
Khansari. Modern studies include Nilipur and
Tayyeb (1364 S./1985: Varani), Safari (1373
S./1994: Dalijani); on Khansari: Eilers (1976),
Bani-Hashemi Khansari (1379 S./2000), Amiri
(1379 S./2000, 13815S./2002).

Editions of literary texts include the Divan
of Yusof Bakhshi Khansari (1376 S./1998) and
Amiri Khansari (1381S./2002: dialect texts with
Persian translations).

Central southeast (south of Dasht-e Kavir
between Isfahan and Kerman): Ardestani (g.v.),

Zefra'i, Anaraki (q.v.), Na'ini, Yazdi (Gabri, Behdi-
nan dialect [qv.]), Kermani (dialects spoken by
Zoroastrians and Jews). Modern studies include
Firuzbakhsh (n.d; grammar of Yazdi), Afshar
(1382 S./2003: Yazdi), Sotuda (1366 S./1987:
Na'ini dictionary), Jalalian Jalali (1366 S./1987:
Yazdi poetry pp. 405-45, glossary pp. 446-60);
Mazdapur (1374 S./1995: beginning of a Yazdi
lexicon), Vahman and Asatrian (2002: Yazdi).

Central northeast (east of the road from Qom to
Isfahan, area between Kashan and Natanz): Arani
and Bidgoli (qq.v., just north of Kashan), Kashani
(spoken only by Jews), Abuzaydabadi (q.v.), Badru-
di (qv.), Jawshagani, Meyma'i, Qohrudi, Abyana’i
(q.v.), Farizandi, Yarani, So'i, Natanzi, Kesha'i, Tari.

Modern studies include Yarshater (1989: Arani
and Bidgoli), Alijan-zada (1372 S./1993: Arani and
Bidgoli), Mazra'ati (1374 S./1995: Abuzaydabadi),
Zargari (1374 5./1995: Jawshagan-e Qali), Le-
coq (2002, on the “Kermani dialects” Qohrudi,
Abu-zaydabadi, Abyana'i, Tari, Ardestani, Na'ini,
Anaraki, Varzena'i, Badrudi).

Central southwest (Isfahan area)

Kafroni, Gazi (qVv.), Sedehi, Varzena'i, Judeo-Is-
fahani. Modern studies include Eilers (1979: Gazi),
Kalbasi (1373 S./1994: Judeo-Isfahani).

Editions of literary texts include the ghazals of
Darvish Abbas Gazi (ed. Mohammadi, 1371S./1992;
see also the facsimile in Eilers, 1979, vol. 1).

Judeo-Hamadani cannot be assigned to
any specific group, but shares features with
several of them.

To be continued

Source: Iranica

COVID-19 UPDATES ON OCTOBER 23

New cases

New deaths

Total cases

Total deaths

New hospitalized patients
Patients in critical condition
Total recovered patients

Diagnostic tests conducted

Doses of vaccine injected

194

7,556,097
144,544
52
137
7,330,457

54,299,689

154,932,580
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Time wears out bodies, renews hopes, brings death nearer and
takes away aspirations. Whoever gets anything from the
world lives in anxiety for holding it and whoever loses
anything passes his days grieving over the loss.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times»Noon:11:49  Evening: 17:38

Dawn: 4:55 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:19 (tomorrow)

The Shahnameh as a historical source

Part1

Broadly speaking, Persian histories may
be divided into three groups: universal
(e.g. Jame’ al-Tawarikh-e Rashidi), dynastic
(e.g., Tarikh-e Bayhagi), and local (e.g.,
Tarikh-e Bayhaq).

Abul-Qasem Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh falls
outside this general scheme because to the
extent that it is concerned with the history
of the Iranian people, it is an ethnic history,
and although it has elements of dynastic and
local histories its primary focus remains the
Iranian people as a whole.

The most incontestable fact about this
ethnic history is that it is not a chronicle of
factual events but an ethnopoetic narration
of Iran’s story.

As such, the Shahnameh is literature not
history. But literature, as Morton Bloomfield
observes, “is partially really true, and history
is partially imaginary,” and thus, literature
and history make use of one another.

The Shahnameh has assumed the mantle of
historicity; and is often confused with history
by the general public partly because of the
nature of its sources, and partly because
its narrative is chronologically ordered and
relates stories of identifiable historical
personages.

Many readers fail to understand that
the historical kings of the Shahnameh are
historical only in the sense that Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar and his Richard Il may be viewed
as historical.

Ferdowsi was a poet, not a historian,
and those who try to “fetter his feet in
the shackles of a historian,” as Sir William
Davenant (1606-1668) wrote in another
connection (Preface to Gondibert: An Heroick
Poem, 1651, §19), lose “much pleasure”
His Shahnameh, even if of some historical
significance, is primarily an epic poem.

Heda Jason discusses the characteristics
of the epic genre and outlines several sub-
genres. Her main sub-genres are mythic
epic in which positive forces struggle with
negative forces in the creation of the world
order; carnivalesque epic, a kind of parody
of the epic, and heroic epic, which tells of a
struggle against a family, tribal, or national
enemy, real or fabulous.

Heroic epic, which is our concern here, has
several subtypes: historical epic, national
epic, and universal epic. A final subdivision is
romantic epic that may be classed as a sub-
group of either historical or national epic.

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh can be assigned to
this category. National epics are organized
on a relatively high level of symbolization,
and depict characters and events, which
are poetic generalizations of the national
experience.

Viewed in this light, the narrative of the
Shahnameh is merely a poetic generalization
of the story of Iran and Iranian struggles
against non-Iranians.

The poem, therefore, is focused on symbolic
events and personages rather than on
historic particulars, and even when a specific
historic event is depicted in the Shahnameh,
itis portrayed in literary terms and is infused
with such symbolism that facilitates its
integration into the poem’s artistic structure.

The Shahnameh, although quintessentially
anational epic, also incorporates elements of
the “heroic,” the “historic,” and the “romantic”
varieties of the genre.

It does so in order to express some
national purpose or ideal in literary terms.
For instance, the overthrow of the Parthian
dynasty by Ardashir | (r. ca. 224-42 CE)
the founder of the Sassanid dynasty -
undoubtedly a historical fact - is symbolically
expressed by the narrative of Ardashir’s
escape from Ardavan’s court (Shahnameh,
VI, pp. 142-64); and the historical account of
his unification of Iran and legitimization of
his rule are imaginatively retold as his victory
over the Kurds, his slaying of Haftvad’s
dragon, his marriage to a Parthian princess,
and the births of his son and grandson from
Parthian mothers (VI, pp. 170-89 and 207-14).

Despite this, Shahnameh'’s authority as a
compendium of literary, poetic, legendary,
didactic, and moralistic narratives has
endowed it with historical authority by
generalizing from its aesthetic and moral
values to its truth value. In view of these
facts, the assessment of the Shahnameh'’s
historical aspects must be made cautiously.

Ferdowsi preferred symbolic
interpretations of the narrative of his poem
to its literal interpretations because he
considered his Shahnameh to be a work of art
rather than one of history.

Indeed, the word tarikh in its different
senses is used only five times in the poem.
In two of these instances the word has the
general sense of “era” rather than “history”:
in praise of Mahmud (1V, p. 172, v. 48, foruzan
shod asar-e tarikh-e u, “his era’s events
became famous”) and in a eulogy addressed
to Bahram (VI, p. 463, v. 602, cho guyandeh
tarikh-e ruz-e to khand,“when readers read
aloud the history of your era”).

It is used a third time in the sense of the
“date of a specific event” (VI, p. 198, v. 72,
nebeshta bar an hoqqgeh tarikh-e an, “written
upon that vessel was its date”).

However, using the narrator’s voice,
Ferdowsi also employs it twice in the sense
of “history, record of past events,” (VI, p. 139,
v. 82 naguyad jahan-dideh tarikheshan,a
worldly wise person would not [attempt to]
narrate their history”; VIII, p. 486, v. 878, ba
tarikh-e shahan niyaz amadam, “I came to
need [to make money] from [my] history of
the kings”). All of this, of course, does not
mean that the poet believed none of his work
to be historical.

The Shahnameh does have some value in
historical research for several reasons. First,
its prose archetype, which was considered
authoritative by classical authors, relied on
written sources that were endowed with both
traditional and archival authority.

Second, the Shahnameh introduced order
and chronology into Iran’s mythical past.
Third, it either provides or corroborates
information about imperial administration of
the late Sassanids.

Fourth, it serves as awindow through which
a vast body of pre-Islamic lore and customs
may be examined; and if used judiciously, it
is a goldmine of data on cultural histories of
pre-Islamic Iran as well as the social history
of the Samanids (cf. Baymetov).

Fifth, it was of great didactic value as a
handbook of kingship and practical politics,
and was especially valued by rulers who
considered the conduct of the ancient
monarchs as worthy of emulation.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued

Calligraphic paintings by Sasan

Nasernia represent elements of order,

chaos at Dubai exhibit

TEHRAN - The Iranian artist Sasan
Nasernia, who is deeply interested in
playing with the tension between the
elements of order and chaos in his
calligraphic paintings, is mesmerizing
visitors with a collection of his works
at an exhibition in Dubai.

Mestaria Gallery is playing host
to the showcase “Calligraphic
Confluence”, which will run through
October 31.

“Writing is the first abstraction
which humanity came up with’
Nasernia told The National, a local
English news website that called the
exhibition a journey into the power of
words.

“When you assign a line to a sound,
these are all words, which are codes of
existence at the same time,” he noted.

Thereportalso says that the written
word in the exhibition is not only a
means to record and communicate,
but also a vehicle infused with ideas,
feeling and energy.

Arabic calligraphy, in particular, has
a long history as an art form, and is
used as ornamentation in elements of
architecture, decoration, coin and book
design. Nasernia’s exhibition, featuring
canvases of various sizes, draws from
Arabic and Persian influences to
create a captivating body of work.

His style evokes strong emotions,
even if you cannot decipher the
calligraphy, because of the way he
paints them.

“Mayhem I” by Sasan Nasernia is on view at an exhibition at Mestaria Gallery in Dubai.

Stark, minimal backgrounds give
way to a burst of painted gestures.
Layers of black and primary colors
create a dynamic sense of push and
pull And in the midst of the chaos,
there is a sense of balance.

“You cannot be lingering a lot when
creating these; this has to be fast. If
you watch me doing it, every layer has
to happen really fast, because speed
gives you the dynamism that, at the
end of the day, is present,” explained
Nasernia, who has worked as a graphic

designer for 18 years.

“I'm interested in doing different
styles and exploring different avenues,
especially if there is something which
hasn't been done before. Things which
have been done to perfection by the
old masters,” he said.

Nasernia channeled the sense of
drama, the climax of movement, and
the entanglement of elements from
the miniatures he studied in Persian
poet Ferdowsi’s epic masterpiece
Shahnameh (The Book of Kings),

into his work.

Each canvas reveals a scene
of juxtaposition: traditional and
contemporary, chaos and order,
movement and stillness, moments
of violence and tranquility, good and
evil — the viewer senses Nasernia's
immediate sense to capture this
battle and balance.

“Good and evil are two sides of the
same coin,” he says. “But the balance
always has to be maintained.”

Bangladesh eagerforIranian series to replace Turkish, Korean productions

Frome Page 1 » He praised Iranian filmmakers
for their participation in different festivals
being organized in Bangladesh and said that the
two countries have always had close cultural
relations in history due to their common religion
and origins of language.

He pointed to the history of the friendly
relationship between Iran and Bangladesh, and
noted that the Persian language was spoken in
the region before British colonialism dominated
there. He said that numerous rare Persian
manuscripts are preserved at libraries and
academic centers in Bangladesh.

Esmaeili called Islam the most important
common topic that can help expand cultural
relations between the two countries.

He said that Iran is ready to sign agreements
to speed up organizing mutual culture weeks.

Esmaeili also held a wmeeting with
Marriyum Aurangzeb, amember of Pakistan’s
National Assembly and the Federal Minister
of Information & Broadcasting in Shehbaz
Sharif ministry.

Along with plans to expand cultural
relations with Pakistan, Esmaeili said that
Iran is eager to team up with Pakistan to
make a biopic about Sir Muhammad Igbal, a
South Asian Muslim writer, philosopher and
politician.

He also said that Iran is ready to discuss a
joint venture with Pakistan to produce more
films and organize mutual film and cultural
festivals.

Aurangzeb also said that Pakistan is seeking
to organize a film festival in Iran and invited
Iranian filmmakers to visit the country.

Iranian culture minister Mohammad-Mehdi
Esmaeili (2nd L) and Bangladeshi Information and
Broadcasting Minister Hasan Mahmud (2nd R) meet
in Istanbul, Turkey, on October 22, 2022.

She noted that Pakistan has granted a tax
exemption of 70 percent on films produced in
the country.

“The Book of Form and Emptmess” comes to Iranian stores

TEHRAN - “The Book of Form and

Although

Benny doesn't

street artist with a smug pet

Emptiness” by American-Canadian
author and filmmaker Ruth Ozeki
has been published in Persian.

Saless is the publisher of the book
originally published in September
2021. It has been rendered into
Persian by Farshad Sahrai.

It is a brilliantly inventive new
novel about loss, growing up and
our relationship with things, by the
Booker Prize-finalist author of “A
Tale for the Time Being”.

After the tragic death of his
beloved musician father, fourteen-
year-old Benny Oh begins to hear
voices. The voices belong to the
things in his house - a sneaker, a
broken Christmas ornament, a piece
of wilted lettuce.

understand what these things are
saying, he can sense their emotional
tone; some are pleasant, a gentle
hum or coo, but others are snide,
angry and full of pain.

When his mother, Annabelle,
develops a hoarding problem, the
voices grow more clamorous.

At first, Benny tries to ignore
them, but soon the voices follow
him outside the house, onto the
street and at school, driving him at
last to seek refuge in the silence of
a large public library, where objects
are well-behaved and know to
speak in whispers.

There, Benny discovers a strange
new world, where “things happen.
He falls in love with a mesmerizing

Front cover of the Persian edition
of Ruth Ozeki’s book “The Book of
Form and Emptiness’.

ferret, who uses the library as her
performance space.

He meets a homeless philosopher-
poet, who encourages him to ask
important questions and find his
own voice amongst the many.

And he meets his very own Book
- a talking thing - who narrates
Benny’s life and teaches him to listen
to the things that truly matter.

With its blend of sympathetic
characters, riveting plot, and vibrant
engagement with everything from
jazz, to climate change, to our
attachment to material possessions,
“The Book of Form and Emptiness”
is classic Ruth Ozeki - bold, wise,
poignant, playful, humane and
heartbreaking.

The unveiling event for the book “True
Treasure,” published by Mehrak and aimed at
children and teenagers, was conducted at the
Tehran Central Library.

The event was attended by Afsane Mousavi

Garmaroudi, the author of the book, Alireza
Zandvakili, director of public libraries of Tehran
province, Muhammad Hamzazadeh, expert, Ali
Akbar Shirvani, head of Soore Mehr publication,
and Samane Husseini, director of the Mehrak.

Atthe start of the ceremony, Zandvakili stressed
the neglect of children’s literature, saying, “It is our
responsibility to enlighten well so that we can tell
enlightening stories to the coming generation.”

He announced the establishment of the “Hod
hod-e Sefid” Library, a special institution for
children and teenagers, and expressed hope
that similar initiatives would become more
common in the country.

In the continuation of the ceremony, Samane
Husseini stated that Soore Mehr’s children and
teenagers’ section has always been active in this
field, but “True Treasure” is the first book that is
the result of the hard work for the past year of this

new team, Mehrak.

The author of the book then added, referring to
childhood memories and her passion for collecting
and keeping diaries, that memories may vanish,
but they will live on in the minds of others, and this
is what authors must accomplish.

She went on to say that writers should not rush
to get their books published; instead, they should
concentrate and read other books to expand their
vocabulary and understanding.

Muhammad Hamzazadeh also mentioned a
psychological truth that the mind is divided into
two parts, conscious and unconscious, and that
the majority of mental and practical activity
comes from our unconscious, which is shaped by
the stories we read as children.

He continued, “These stories have a high value
since our belief was primarily fed by the stories of
our childhood”
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