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Iran Rises Against USS. Sedition

[} ISNA/ Morteza Zanganeh

UK households
slippingintopoverty

The United Kingdom has been warmned of a
gloomy economic outlook with a recession now
a certainty as a consequence of higher energy
prices. This is while new figures show around
half of British adults are struggling to pay their
energy bills, rent, or mortgage payments.

In a reflection of how dire the economic
situation has become, the Bank of England
has once again hiked the base rate of inter-
est by 0.75 percentage points to 3%, waring
that a long recession is on the way. The latest
hike is the single biggest increase in more
than three decades.

At a news conference, the bank’s gover-
nor Andrew Bailey warned that “from where
we stand now, we think inflation will begin to
fall back from the middle of next year, proba-
bly quite sharply. To make sure that happens,
Bank rate may have to go up further in the
coming months.” » Page 5

Iran sweep past

Iraq at 2022 World
Sitting Volleyball
World C’ship

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Iraq in straight
sets (25-11, 25-17, 25-15) at the 2022 World
Sitting Volleyball Men’s World Championship
on Friday.

The 16 participating teams are divided
into four pools for the preliminary phase of
the competition and both Iran (up against
Kazakhstan, Croatia and Iraq) and Bosnia &
Herzegovina (facing USA, Japan and Serbia)
are expected to go through to the knockout
phase, starting with the Round of 16, without
much difficulty.

The top two teams of each pool advance to
the Round of 16 (though all continue to con-
test all ranking positions).

The men’s competition at Sarajevo 2022
runs in parallel with the women’'s World
Championship.

Iran, Oman stress expansion of banking ties

TEHRAN - Governors of the central banks of
Iran and Oman have stressed the expansion of
banking ties in a meeting hosted by the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) in Tehran, IRNA reported.

As reported, CBI Governor Ali Saleh-Abadi met
with his Omani counterpart Taher bin Salem al
Omari on Thursday to discuss banking and mone-
tary relations between the two countries.

Al Omari arrived in the capital Tehran on Wednes-

Enemies on the
defensive for fear of
Iran action: IRGC chief

TEHRAN - The chief commander of the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) said on
Friday that Iran will not back down from its
threat of retribution and that has made the
enemies go on the defensive.

Talking to reporters in Tehran on the side-
lines of rallies marking the 13th of Aban (4th
of November), General Hossein Salami said the
people have demanded retribution against the
enemies in the wake of the Daesh-claimed ter-
rorist attack on a shrine in Shiraz.

Nationwide rallies were held in Iran on Fri-
day to mark the 13th of Aban, which is Na-
tional Day of Students and also National Day
of Fighting against Global Imperialism.

“During this route, when | was coming in
the procession, people were only calling for
revenge. Both the enemies and us know very
well that this revenge will be taken,” he said.

General Salami also took a jab at the U.S.
and its allies in the West Asia region, saying
they were on high alert for fear of action by
Iran.» Page 3

day afternoon to hold talks on the development of
banking ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

During the talks, the officials discuss the expan-
sion of banking interactions at bilateral and inter-
national levels.

Speaking to the press after the meeting, al
Omari described the bilateral interactions as very
good, emphasizing that his country is ready to
expand banking and international collaborations

Cleric, two Basij
members targeted
amid unrest

TEHRAN - A prominent Shia cleric was as-
sassinated in Zahedan and a member of Basij
in Karaj and another in Lahijan were mar-
tyred by rioters on Thursday amid mounting
violence in Iran.

Sajad Shahraki, the prayer Imam of Za-
hedan’s Molaye Mottagian Mosque, was as-
sassinated on Thursday evening in a drive-hy
shooting, the police chief of Sistan-Baluch-
istan province said.

The provincial police chief said mask-wearing
gunmen, using two Pride and Peugeot 405 se-
dans, fired into the car of Shahraki at point-blank
range, wounding him in the head and chest.

The gunmen sped away after attacking the
cleric, who later martyred in hospital due to
the severity of the injuries

The province has been restive over the last
few weeks and has witnessed a spike in at-
tacks on government institutions. On Friday,
rioters attacked the building of the local gov-
ernor in Khash County. Several have been re-
ported wounded during the unrest. » Page 3

with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Saleh-Abadi for his part underlined the signifi-
cant role that Oman has played as a mediator in
negotiations for unfreezing Iranian assets in other
countries, saying that Oman helped Iran to receive
$500 million of its assets that were frozen in the
United Kingdom for over 50 years. According to the
official, the money has been invested in development
projects inside the country.» Page &

First green school
opened

TEHRAN - The first school in the country
with zero energy waste was inaugurated in
the city of Zanjan, aiming to promote energy
management in the education sector.

In the country’s first green school in Zan-
jan city, solar panels have been installed to
generate and distribute 10 kilowatts of elec-
tricity, Hamidreza Eslami, director of the pro-
vincial organization for development, reno-
vation, and equipping schools, said.

The surface water treatment and recycling
system is one of facilities used in this school,
and in fact, the precipitation and rainfall will
be collected in tanks to be recycled, he said.

Referring to the installation of a green
roof garden in this school, Eslami stated that
the fire alarm system, smart heating system,
and ventilation devices are among the other
unique features of this school.

The insulation of this school is in accord-
ance with urban planning protocols and we
will not waste energy. Moreover, the coun-
try’s first green school is in energy category
A and will not waste energy during its life-
time, he noted. » Page 7

Lighting project completed on ancient valley in Siraf

TEHRAN - A lighting project on the ancient
valley of Lir in Siraf, Busher province, has
come to an end, the deputy provincial tourism
chief has said.

A light tower was installed on the access
road to the ancient valley of Lir as part of the
project, CHTN quoted Nasrollah Ebrahimi as
saying on Friday.

Such projects aim at developing tourism in
the region, the official added.

Siraf was Iran’s most important port from
the Sassanid period to the 4th century AH. It
bears plentiful evidence of Persian master-
ship and genius in seafaring, international
relations, and interaction with other near and
far cultures and civilizations.

Between 1966 and 1973, the British In-
stitute of Persian Studies conducted seven
seasons of excavation and survey at Siraf,
which was a major city on the Iranian shore of

the Persian Gulf that played a leading role in
the network of maritime trade that supplied
Western Asia with the products of India, the
Far East, and Eastern Africa between 800 CE
and 1050.

Siraf had a population of about 300,000
during the early Islamic era and this fact
shows that it was a large city. However, today,
just about 7,000 people live in Siraf in a small
area.» Page 6
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Iran’s Oscar
submission “World
War IlI” wins jury prize

at Tokyo festival

TEHRAN - The Iranian dark comedy “World
War IlI” has won the special jury prize at the
35th Tokyo International Film Festival.

The film is about Shakib, a homeless day
laborer who never got over the loss of his wife
and son in an earthquake years ago.

Over the last couple of years, he has
developed a relationship with a deaf and mute
woman, Ladan. The construction site on which
he works today turns out to be the set for a film
about the atrocities committed by Hitler during
WWII. Against all odds, he is given a movie
role, a house and a chance at being somebody.
When Ladan learns about this, she comes to his
workplace begging for help. Shakib's scheme to
hide her goes tragically wrong and threatens to
ruin his newfound status and what seemed to
be the opportunity of a lifetime. » Page 8
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Iran FM calls on Biden to stop hypocrisy

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian on Thursday called on US.
President Joe Biden to stop “hypocrisy,” saying
the Biden administration is seeking a nuclear
agreement with Iran but at the same time open-
ly backs terrorism and violence in Iran.

The remarks by Amir Abdollahian come as
Iran is grappling with Western-backed riots.

The foreign minister added hypocrisy by Biden
is shown in his administration’s support for ter-
rorist groups, including ISIS (Daesh).

“Simultaneous with open support for violence
&terror during recent riots in Iran, WH is reach-

ing out for an agreement. Mr. Biden: end this
hypocrisy—incl support for terror & ISIS,” Amir
Abdollahian tweeted in English.

The tweet by the foreign minister was pub-
lished one day before Iran marked the seizure
of the U.S. embassy in Tehran in November 1979.

In open meddlesome remarks on Thursday,
Biden claimed to “free” Iran, Reuters reported.

“Don’t worry, we're gonna free Iran. They're
gonna free themselves pretty soon,” Biden said
during a wide-ranging campaign speech in Cal-
ifornia.

U.S. used deception campaign to hold UNSC
Arria-Formula meeting: diplomat

‘America has never been concerned about
human rights in Iran’

TEHRAN — Iran’s Ambassador and Permanent
Representative to the UN has said the United
States resorted to psychological warfare and
deception campaign to hold an Arria-Formula
meeting on the situation in Iran at the UN Secu-
rity Council.

Amir Saeed Iravani made the remarks at a
press conference on Wednesday.

The UN Security Council held an informal
meeting on Wednesday at the request the US.
and its lackey Albania to assess Iran’s dealing
with the protests that erupted around mid-Sep-
tember after the death of Mahsa Amini.

Iravani said the Iranian government tries to
find a solution for its own domestic problems,
and that the rights for freedom of speech and
peaceful assembly are recognized by the coun-
try’s Constitution.

The US. claims that the UN Security Council
meeting was held with the aim of backing hu-
man rights, but it is ironic that the Iranian people
have been suffering from the United States’ cruel
sanctions for tens of years, which include food
and medicine embargo, he noted.

The top diplomat also underscored that the
US. has misused the context of human rights,
and that it manipulates the UN agenda to pursue
its own agenda.

“In fact, history is a clear evidence that proves
that America has never been concerned about
human rights in Iran and elsewhere. The topic of
today’s meeting is clearly interference in the in-
ternal affairs of a ruling government and a clear
violation of the United Nations Charter and inter-

national law;” Iravani stated.

Iran is against politicization of human rights as
well as manipulation of the UN system by certain
states, who attempt to advance their own politi-
cal objectives, Iravani said.

“Iran rejects the politicization of human rights
and considers the manipulation of the UN system
by specific governments to develop short-sight-
ed political goals as unacceptable,” the diplomat
said.

Iravani added that the Islamic Republic of Iran
has always been committed to human rights and
this commitment will continue to increase and
protect human rights.

“We are determined to continue our efforts to
pursue these great goals. The right to freedom of
expression and peaceful assembly is recognized
in the Iranian constitution and the Iranian people
have been supported by the government to enjoy
these rights,” the diplomat highlighted.

The senior diplomat pointed out that all Ira-
nians inside and outside of Iran are concerned
about territorial integrity, political independence
and national sovereignty and are against vio-
lence, destruction, chaos and instability.

He added that the Iranian government has al-
ways made maximum efforts to respect human
rights and continues its efforts to ensure that
the people of Iran have better living conditions
that they deserve, and in this regard, it is working
to restore the necessary laws and regulations.

The ambassador added that Iran’s police force
has the ability to manage any disorder and main-
tain peace in the country.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

FM calls accusations against Iran on Ukraine

fabricated, unsubstantiated

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian reiterated on Thursday that
accusations against in the Ukraine war are
“fabricated and unsubstantiated”.

Amir Abdollahian made the remarks in a
telephone call with Josep Borrell, EU high rep-
resentative for foreign affairs and security pol-
icy.

Amir Abdollahian said Iran has repeated-
ly said that “war is not the solution” to the
Ukraine war.

Iran has been saying that it has defense co-
operation with Russia but it has not sold any
weapons to Russia to be used against Ukraine.

“Also reiterated our crystal clear position on
Ukraine: war is not the solution. Accusations
are fabricated& unsubstantiated,” Amir Abdol-
lahian tweeted.

The West has been claiming that Iran has de-
livered “kamikaze” drones to Russia in its war
against Ukraine.

In a report posted on the Foreign Ministry
website, Amir Abdollahian also described his
talks with Borrell on the Vienna talks intended
to revive the 2015 nuclear deal as “construc-
tive”, and again insisted on readiness by Tehran
to conclude the talks as soon as possible.

However, he said, the United States must
put an end to its “double-standards” and show
“real will” to restore the nuclear deal, officially
called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

In the phone talks, the foreign minister again
said, “We are quite committed to fulfill the
rights of the Iranian nation,” according to the
Foreign Ministry report.

‘Iran is anchor of stability in the region’

In his tweet, Amir Abdollahian said he had
told Borrell that it is necessary that the Euro-
pean trio — Britain, France and German - and
the USS. set aside their hypocritical approaches
about human rights situation in Iran, insisting
that Tehran will not tolerate foreign interfer-
ence in its domestic affairs.

“Addressing hypocritical EU3/US state-
ments on human rights in Iran, strongly reject-
ed any foreign interference,” the foreign minis-
ter tweeted.

The chief diplomat also said Iran will not be
swayed by riots in the country, calling Iran the
most stable country in the region.

“Iran is anchor of stability in the region,” Amir
Abdollahian wrote.

Protests erupted in certain cities in Iran af-
ter Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman, died in
hospital on September 16, three days after she
collapsed at a morality police station.

Immediately after her death rumors sur-
faced that she had died because of a blow to
her head, an accusation vehemently dismissed
by the police.

Forensic studies released on October 7 re-
vealed that she had not died because of a blow
to her head or other vital body parts.

“Based on the medical documents, a CT
scan of her brain and lungs, examination of
the corpse, pathology and necropsy, it was re-
vealed that Amini’s death was not related to a
blow to head or other vital organs,” the Forensic
Medicine Organization said.

Mahsa Amini had been taken to police sta-
tion to receive training on dress code along
with others.

TEHRAN — Iranians from all
walks of life took to the streets
on Friday to celebrate the 1979
takeover of the US. embassy
known as “The Den of Espionage,’
and condemn the recent riots in-
stigated by the U.S. some other
Western countries and their pup-
pet regimes in the region.

All cities of Iran rose on Friday
morning to renew their allegiance
to the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution.

Therallies were held in 900 cit-
ies, including the capital Tehran,
where demonstrators gathered
outside the former U.S. embassy.

The rallies marking the take-
over of the US. embassy have
got special importance this year
as violent foreign-backed riots in
the country have claimed the lives
of dozens of people, including se-
curity forces.

The marchers were chanting
slogans, holding banners against
the US. and the Israeli regime,
strongly condemning the hostile
policies of arrogant countries
against Iran.

The demonstrations have been
turned into a symbol of unity
as Iran is grappling with West-
ern-backed riots in Iran since
mid-September.

People were also holding ban-
ners in support of security forces
who have been the main target of
violent protestors over the past
few weeks.

“Police is the main pillar of se-
curity, read banners in show of
solidarity with police.

Demonstrators  were  also
chanting “Death to America” and
“Death to Israel”.

President Ebrahim Raisi also
joined the demonstrators to con-
demn the recent riots and caution
the United States that Iran will
not turn into Washington’s milk
cow again.

In a passionate speech, Presi-
dent Raisi said, “A few hours ago,
| was informed that the president
of the United States said some-
thing that may have been due to
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Iran rises against

U.S. sedition

Raisi: We won’t be Washington’s milk cow

his distraction, when he said that
we are aiming to “free” Iran. Iran
was freed 43 years ago, and it is
determined not to be captured by
you, and it will never be a milk cow
again”

He then continued his remarks
by posing a rhetorical question to
the White House, asking, “Will we
stop with your threats and sanc-
tions? You seek to slow down the
pace of development in Iran, and
the United States knows that Iran
is progressing, and that is why
they seek to isolate Iran, but all
of their plots against our country
have failed”

Raisi went on to note that ev-
eryone must know that today, the
enemy has targeted “Iran’s uni-
ty and cohesion, progress, hope,
peace and authority.”

Emphasizing that all officials
should clarify the dimensions
the arrogant countries’ plots,
especially the conspiracies and
seditions hatched by the US,, the
president said, “All those who
have the tribune should clarify
how the Americans want to sow
discord among the nations in or-
der to continue their domination
in any way possible.”

“Ifalist of crimes and injustices
in the world is to be presented,
America is at the top of this list,
he noted.

He enumerated the US. in-

volvement in more than 300
wars in the world, carrying out
62 coups against countries, drop-
ping atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki during World War I,
starting war the deadliest wars
on Afghanistan, Irag and Vietnam
as examples.

Demonstrators condemn U.S.,
Britain, Saudi and Israeli sedi-
tion

At the end of the historical No-
vember 4 march, demonstrators
issued a statement, condemning
the recent unrest in the country.
They also highlighted that the na-
tion is very well aware of the role
of the U.S., Britain, Saudi Arabia
and the Israeli regime in these
seditions.

“We, the participants in this
march, while renewing the cov-
enant and pledge again with the
founder of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, Imam Khomeini and
the Leader of Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Khamenei, continue to
focus on unity and convergence
around the guiding axis of the
Islamic jurisprudence and adher-
ence to demand of our great lead-
er of the Iranian nation to empha-
size, explain, deepen and improve
the view of the future genera-
tions of the revolution regarding
thisirreplaceable divine blessing,”
the statement said.

“We, the participants in this

march, being aware of this non-
sensical conspiracy, know very
well the plans of the intelligence
services of the United States,
Britain and the Zionist regime,
with the help of the reactionary
aristocracy of the Saudi dynasty
and the superstitious aristocracy
of Britain. They are using unprec-
edented cyber violence and terri-
fying cognitive attacks,” a part of
the statement said.

The statement added, “We,
the participants in this march,
while announcing our support
for the revolutionary actions of
the respected parliament, the
value-oriented and effortful
government and the respected
judicial system, insist on contin-
uously confronting sedition and
unrest, emphasizing and using
the outlook, power and capacity
of the young elites to untangle
the affairs of the country. Con-
sidering the seriousness of the
situation, we ask the authorities
to separate the protesters from
those who are Iran’s enemies, and
(also) provide legal solutions for
expressing criticism while dealing
with the livelihood and welfare
problems of the people”

The demonstrators also of-
fered their condolences to the
bereaved families of the Shah-e-
Cheragh terrorist attack claimed
by Daesh, the people of Shiraz and
the nation of Iran. They also called
on the responsible institutions
and the legal and judicial depart-
ments of the country to punish
the perpetrators of the terrorist
incident and sanction the media
collaborators with CENTCOM.

They also stated that the inde-
pendence, authority and security
of Islamic Iran is indebted to the
blood of tens of thousands of pre-
cious martyrs and the efforts of
the zealous children of the Iranian
nation and the lives of the forces
protecting the country’s security
and their selfless efforts. They
also vowed that they will always
continue the martyrs’ prosperous
and bright path and appreciate
and support and protect the se-
curity of the country.

Central |nsurgent Agency
Iran’s top intelligence bodies have issued a
joint statement, pointing to the major role
of foreign intelligence agencies, especially
the CIA, in orchestrating the violent riots in
Iran in the past weeks.




Iran dismisses UNSC meeting @ ;7 RIS
as abusive, meddlesome

TEHRAN - Iran has reacted the
United Nations Security Council’s
informal meeting on the situation in
the country, rejecting it as an abuse
of international institutions aimed
at interfering in internal affairs of
the independent countries.

The Iranian foreign ministry
said the Arria-Formula meeting,
requested by the U.S. and Albania,
was “a prominent example of
the US. administration’s abuse
of international mechanisms
for its illegal and meddlesome
aims in the internal affairs of the
independent countries”’

“In this meeting, which was
not well received by the member
states of the United Nations, only
the ambassadors of the United
States and Albania were present
at the ambassador level. However,
America, in an uncivilized and
undemocratic way, and contrary
to the usual procedure, except for
itself and a few known guests and
afewallied countries, did not allow
any other person or country that
is not a member of the Security
Council to deliver a speech!” the
Iranian foreign ministry said in a
statement.

The statement added, “This
meeting onceagain proved thatthe
continuous abuse of international
mechanisms by the United States,
especially the United Nations
Security Council, continues, and
more regrettably, lofty concepts
such as human rights are used as
a tool to exert political pressure
against independent governments
and double standards is applied
openly”

Acursorylookattheperformance
of the US. administration in the
field of human rights reveals
that Washington has never been
concerned about human rights in
the world and has always used it to
pursue specific political goals, the

statement noted.

The Islamic Republic of Iran,
while rejecting America’s abuse
of the United Nations and the
transcendent concept of human
rights and the US view of it as
a tool to advance political and
interventionist  goals, strongly
condemnsthis country’s continuous
efforts to create instability in Iran,
the Iranian foreign ministry said.

It also strongly condemned
foreigninterventionsand malicious
media campaigns that are used
to incite and promote violence
and encourage unrest in Iran. The
foreign minister also expressed
concern about the negative impact
of these acts promoting violence
and terror on international peace
and security.

Earlier, the Iranian ambassador
to the UN, Amir Saied Iravani, sent a
letter to all the permanent missions
at the UN regarding the UNSC
meeting on Iran.

“l am writing to you regarding
the  Amia-formula  meeting
entitled “Ongoing Protests in Iran’,
scheduled for 2 November 2022.
The US, as the sponsor of this
meeting, through its mischievous
disinformation  campaign, has
claimed that the event is aimed
at protecting the rights of Iranian

women. This is but sheer hypocrisy.
Misusing such valuable concepts
as human rights and abusing
the UN resources, the US. is in
fact furthering its decades-long
animosity towards the Iranian
people he said in the letter,
adding, “Contrary to unfounded
accusations of the US. against
Iran, my Government has always
been and continues to be, fully
committed to the promotion and
protection of human rights as well
as fulfilling its relevant obligations
under international legally binding
instruments on human rights.
The right to free expression and
peaceful assembly has been
recognized and ensured by the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, and the enjoyment of our
people of these rights has always
been supported by the Government,
the living example of which is many
peaceful assemblies that have
taken place around Iran”

He added, “At the same time,
vandalism and damaging public
and private properties, including
setting fire to ambulances, public
transportation vehicles, banks, and
public service centers, and above
all, committing terrorist acts - the
latest example of which was the
killing of 15 and injuring nearly
30 civilians including women and

children by the ISIS elements in a
religious site in Shiraz (Iran) - are
against the provisions enshrined
in the law for maintaining public
order and security and jeopardizes
the security of the citizens. Every
government is responsible to
protect its people against such
violent acts and securing the law
and order, and Iran is no exception.”

After the meeting, Iravani
responded to the meeting in
remarks at the UN Security
Council Stakeout. “Since the closed
meeting of the Security Council
just finished, | would like to make
some comment regarding claims
made against my country over the
situation in Ukraine. The Islamic
Republic of Iran has taken a clear
and consistent position on the
situation in Ukraine, which has been
pronounced since the start of the
conflict. The Islamic Republic of Iran
has always emphasized that all UN
Members must fully respect the
purposes and principles enshrined
in the United Nations Charter as
well as applicable international
law, including sovereignty,
independence, unity, and territorial
integrity,” he said.

Iravani added, “As a country
that has experienced an 8-year
imposed war and aggression, Iran
has consistently advocated for
peace and an immediate end to the
conflict in Ukraine and has urged
the parties in the conflict to exercise
restraint, avoid escalating tensions,
and engage in a meaningful
process for settling their disputes
through peaceful means while also
addressing the root causes of the
situation.

Iran supports the ongoing
efforts to find a peaceful solution
to this conflict, and in this regard,
our Foreign Minister contacted his
counterparts from both sides on
several occasions.”

Cleric, two Basij members targeted amid unrest

Frome Page 1 » In Karaj, the Basij member
identified as Seyed Ruhollah Ajamian was
stabbed to death by rioters. Fars News said he
was attacked in the Khorramdash district. Aviral
photo on social media showed Ajamian lying on
the ground with his Basij uniform torn off.

Hamid Pournorouz, 40, from Lahijan was
also martyred on Thursday evening with cold
weapons, the Mehr News Agency reported late
on Thursday.

Also, a number of police officers have
been severely wounded after rioters
attacked their patrol and robbed away their
gear. Videos that have gone viral showed
the bloody officers lying in the car and
getting shots and stones from rioters.

Over the last weeks, certain cities have been
in the throes of a continued wave of unrest that

erupted after the death of Mahsa Amini. Iranian
officials said that unrest was fomented by the
US. and its allies in the region.

“One can see a trace of the U.S. in most of the
events that take place against Iran,” Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, has recently said.

In an early October speech, the Leader of the

Islamic Revolution said that the United States
and Israel exploited the death of Mahsa Amini
to stage riots in Iran and if this incident had
not taken place, they would have found another
pretext to do what they did.

“These riots were planned. These riots had
been planned. If the incident with the young
girl had not taken place, they would have found
another excuse to create insecurity and riots
in the country in the beginning of the month of
Mehr (September) this year. Who designed these
plans? | openly state that these schemes were
designed by the US, the usurping, fake, Zionist
regime, and their mercenaries. They sat down
and planned. They devised these schemes. Their
employees, mercenaries, wage earners, and
some treasonous Iranians abroad helped them,”
the Leader said.

Iran releases reports on human rights violations in U.S., Britain

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign
Ministry released Friday two
reports on human rights violations
in the United States and the United
Kingdom.

“The governments of the United
States of America and the United
Kingdom, despite their prominent
role in  most controversial
domestic and  international
disputes, have always claimed
to defend the foundations and

principles of human rights,” the
ministry said in a statement.
“Based on this, these governments
have always allowed themselves
to have interventionist positions
and movements regarding the
situation and conditions of human
rights in other countries.”

The statement added, “A
detailed examination of the human
rights positions of these two
countries regarding the human

rights situation of other countries
in the world clearly shows that
their statesmen adopted these
positions based on their short-
term or long-term political
preferences and interests. This
procedure has provided them
with a means of using the issue of
human rights at the international
level”

The statement added, “It is more
unfortunate that in today’s world,

these self-interested preferences
are the basis of the political action
of these two allied governments
in relation to major political and
international issues.”

The reports were compiled
in accordance with a 2012
parliamentary law mandating the
I[ranian Foreign Ministry to release
annual reports on the violation of
human rights in the U.S. and the
United Kingdom.

Enemies on the defensive for fear of Iran action: IRGC chief

Frome Page 1 » “Today, the same enemies
put their forces on alert and are worried that
the Islamic Republic will not take any action
against them, and accordingly, they are now on
the defensive for fear of Iran’s action against
them. In fact, this reflects our reality,” General
Salami said, according to Fars News.

He wamed, “The enemies know that we will
definitely answer the result of these meddling
and evil-inducing actions, but now we ‘cannot say
where and how’ we will do this action. Of course,
these are issues that remain for us, and later on
the day of the incident, the enemies themselves
will find out. Whoever takes the peace of our
people will not have peace,” said General Salami,
commenting on foreign meddling in Iran during
the recent wave of unrest that erupted after the

death of Mahsa Amini.

The IRGC chief did not mention any foreign
country by name. But earlier he, and other
I[ranian officials, said the US., Israel, and
Saudi Arabia were implicated in fomenting
the unrest. Earlier, Salami had wammed the
United States and its regional allies against
exacerbating the unrest in Iran.

Speaking on the sideline of a recent IRGC
military exercise on the border with the South
Caucasus region, General Salami said Saudi
Arabia is playing media games with the Iranian
youth. “We are warning them in this regard,” he
said, according to state news agency IRNA.

“They are openly seeking to provoke our
youth. We advise them to exert control over
these media outlets. Otherwise, they will pay

the price,” he said.

General Salami then directly addressed the
Saudis and said, “Note that you have entered
this field and know that you are vulnerable. You
better be careful”

In another speech delivered at the funeral
ceremony for the victims of the Daesh-claimed
attack in Shiraz, General Salami said that the
Biden administration, together with its allies in
the region, stand behind the unrest.

Addressing Iranian youth, the general said
Biden isn’t directly ordering Iranian youth to
take to the streets. Instead, he is using complex
ways to instigate unrest in Iran, including
through the media, the general added. Salami
added the unrest in Iran was planned in
American and Israeli think tanks.

Iran learn fate
at2024 AFCU20
Women’s Asian Cup
qualifiers

TEHRAN - Iran discovered fate at 2024 AFC U20
Women'’s Asian Cup Finals following the conclusion
of the draw for Round 1 of the Qualifiers in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia on Thursday.

The eight group winners will progress to Round
2, where the four best sides will earn a spot in the
Finals where they will join the three highest seeds
from the AFC U-19 Women's Championship Thailand
2019 - champions Japan, DPR Korea and Korea
Republic - and host nation Uzbekistan.

Round 1 of the Qualifiers will be played on March
4-12, 2023 with Round 2 scheduled for June 1-11. The
Finals are on March 3 to 16, 2024.

Draw Result

Group A: China PR, Laos (H), Hong Kong,
Philippines

Group B: Nepal, United Arab Emirates, Northern
Mariana Islands, Palestine (H)

Group C: Australia, Kyrgyz Republic (H), Guam, Iraq

Group D: Lebanon, Jordan (H), Mongolia, Bhutan

Group E: Thailand (H), Chinese Taipei, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan

Group F: Vietnam (H), India, Singapore, Indonesia

Group G: Myanmar, Malaysia, Pakistan, Cambodia (H)

Group H: Iran, Bangladesh (H), Turkmenistan

Foroughi dedicates
his Olympic medal
to Artin

TEHRAN - Javad Foroughi dedicated his Olympics
gold medal to Artin Seraydaran Thursday night.

The Iranian shooter won the gold medal in the
Men’s 10m air pistol at the 2020 Olympic Games.

Six-year old Seraydaran lost his parents and his
brother in a horrendous act of terrorism committed
by Daesh in Shiraz last week.

Following the terrorist attack, 15 people were
martyred at the holy shrine of Shah Cheragh.

Iran Greco-Roman
to meet Turkey,
Kyrgyzstanin
Wrestling World
C’ships

TEHRAN - Iran Greco-Roman team will open the
2022 Wrestling World Championships Saturday
morning with a match against Turkey.

The two-day competition will see the top
five from the recently-finished Wrestling World
Championships, being separated into two groups in
the Azerbaijani capital, Baku on Saturday.

Host Azerbaijan and All-World team are in Group A.

Serbia, who was drawn in Group A, will miss
the tournament after a number of COVID-19
infections in the team. Azerbaijan and the All-
World team will receive automatic wins and
the winner of the Azerbaijan-All-Star clash will
wrestle in the final.

Group B has Turkey, Iran and Kyrgyzstan and will
see a tough battle for the top spot in the group. The
second-placed teams from each group will wrestle
for the third place on the podium.

Iran team is a mix of youth and experience and
will be a tough test for Turkey. With wrestlers who
were at the U-23 World Championships two weeks
ago, Iran will be hoping to outplace Turkey.

World Cup teams
focus on soccer:
FIFA

TEHRAN - Soccer’s top officials have urged the 32
teams preparing for the most political World Cup in
the modern era to focus on the game in Qatar.

A letter urging teams to “let football take
center stage” was sent by FIFA president Gianni
Infantino and secretary general Fatma Samoura
ahead of intense media focus on coaches and
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players when World Cup squads are announced
next week.

“Please, lets now focus on the football”
Infantino and Samoura wrote, asking the 32 soccer
federations to “not allow football to be dragged into
every ideological or political battle that exists””

“We know football does not live in a vacuum
and we are equally aware that there are many
challenges and difficulties of a political nature
all around the world,” the FIFA leaders wrote
in their letter Thursday that did not address or
identify any specific issue.

“At FIFA, we try to respect all opinions and beliefs,
without handing out moral lessons to the rest of
the world. One of the great strengths of the world
is indeed its very diversity, and if inclusion means
anything, it means having respect for that diversity.

Infantino and Samoura added: “No one people
or culture or nation is ‘better’ than any other. This
principle is the very foundation stone of mutual
respect and non-discrimination. And this is also one
of the core values of football

They repeated long-standing promises made by
Qatar, including by its Emir at the United Nations
general assembly in New York in September, that
all visitors to Qatar will be welcome “regardless
of origin, background, religion, gender, sexual
orientation or nationality.”

About 12 million international visitors are
expected in Qatar during the tournament.

Iran beat

Japan at 2022
Intercontinental
Beach Soccer Cup

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Japan 4-3 to advance to
the semifinals round of the 2022 Intercontinental
Beach Soccer Cup as the group winners.

Team Melli had previously defeated Paraguay
and the USS. in Group B.

Mehdi Shirmohammadi, Mohammad
Movahedpour and Hamid Behzadpour scored in
regular time and Amirhossein Akbari scored the
winner in the extra time.

Iran will play the UAE on Saturday in the semis.

Russia are the most successful team, having
won four tournaments.

Iran have won the title three times.

Iran discover
opponents at

2024 AFC U17
Women’s Asian Cup
Qualifiers

TEHRAN - Iran were drawn in Group H of the
AFC U17 Women’s Asian Cup Indonesia 2024
Qualifiers Round 1.

The draw was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
on Thursday.

The Road to Indonesia 2024 campaign starts
with 29 teams competing in eight groups in
Round 1, with the top team from each group to
advance to the Round 2 Qualifiers.

Round 2 will have two groups with the top
two teams from each group joining the three
highest seeded sides from the AFC U-16 Women'’s
Championship  Thailand 2019 - defending
champions Japan, DPR Korea and China PR - and
hosts Indonesia in the Finals.

Thailand will hosts Group A with Malaysia and
Northern Mariana Islands their challengers while
Indonesia will compete for exposure with all their
matches deemed as friendlies. Group B will see
Australia, Chinese Taipei, hosts Mongolia and
Bhutan vying for the top spot.

Group C has hosts Vietnam, Uzbekistan, Palestine
and Bahrain with Bangladesh, hosts Singapore,
United Arab Emirates and Turkmenistan in Group D.

Korea Republic, Hong Kong, hosts Tajikistan
and Iraq will fight for the Group E top spot with
Myanmar, India and host Kyrgyz Republic the
Group F cast.

Group G consists of Philippines, Lebanon and
hosts Guam while Islamic Republic of Iran, hosts
Jordan and Nepal are the Group H cast.

The Qualifiers Round 1 will be played on April
22 to 30, 2023 with Round 2 scheduled for
September 16 to 24. The Finals will be contested
on April 7-20, 2024.
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Iran, Oman stress expansion of

banking ties

from page 1 » “In the meeting with the head
of the Central Bank of Oman, we discussed
various issues, in which there was a consensus
between the two sides in all fields, and good
agreements were made, and we will continue
this successful path,” Saleh-Abadi said.

Al Omari also stated that Oman seeks
to provide help and support to its friendly
countries, and added: “We are trying to have
monetary and banking cooperation with
countries that are considered brothers and
friends of Oman.”

The governor of the Central Bank of Oman
continued: “Oman wants to expand and deepen

trade relations with friendly countries”

Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) has said that the value of the country’s
export of non-oil products to the Sultanate of
Oman will hit one billion dollars before the end
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 20,
2023).

Last year, the trade between Iran and Oman
reached $1.336 billion, indicating a growth of 57
percent compared to the preceding year.

Back in July, the Iran-Oman Joint Chamber of
Commerce signed a trilateral memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with TPO and Iran’s Small
Industries and Industrial Parks Organization
(ISIPO) to facilitate the export of non-oil goods
to Oman and to increase the volume of trade
between the two countries.

According to Peyman-Pak, the main goal
of the memorandum is to facilitate the
participation of the country’s manufacturers
and production units located in industrial
parks in Oman’s specialized exhibitions and to
increase the presence of Iranian products in the
Omani market .

TEDPIX gains 43,000 points in a week

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 43,000 points to
1.283 million in the past Iranian calendar week
(ended on Friday).

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and themost important one. The otherthree ones
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) has said the government
is going to consider the issues and concerns
regarding the stock market in preparing the
national budget bill for the next Iranian calendar
year (begins on March 21,2023).

Speaking to IRNA on Sunday, Majid Eshqi
said: “In the recent meeting of the government
economic coordination headquarters and in
the report that we presented to the president,
the concerns of the stock market for the future
were discussed and it was decided to consider
the challenges and concerns of the market in
the budget of 1402 [next Iranian year] with the
government’s support”

“The stock market is going through difficult
times; this situation is caused by a set of factors
affecting the market trend and the behavior of
investors,” Eshqi said.

The SEO head also mentioned the reluctance
of buyers in the stock market and said: “Lack of
liquidity is another problem that is now evident
in the market because buyers have stopped
buying in this market for various reasons.”

However, he stated that according to past
experiences, the downward or upward trend
in the market has never been stable and the
current situation will also pass.

Meanwhile, the SEO has unveiled a
comprehensive support package to encourage
activities in the capital market as shareholders
are getting reluctant to invest in the market.

As announced by the SEO Office of Public
Relations, one of the major measures considered
in this package is the insurance of shareholders’

capital and dividends over the next year.

The comprehensive support package of
the capital market, which was designed last
week and has been reviewed by the country’s
economic authorities, was put in effect as of
Saturday (October 29).

Insuring the shares of real entities up to one
billion rials (about $3,450) per person, issuing
subordinated warrants on shares of fixed
income funds up to 400 trillion rials (about $1.38
billion), injecting new resources into the market
by sovereign funds to buy shares, depositing
up to 50 trillion rials (about $172 million) of
the resources approved in the national budget
bill for the Capital Market Development and
Stabilization Fund as of Saturday, as well as
direct and continuous coordination, supervision
and monitoring of the legal entities active in the
capital market, including companies and semi-
governmental financial institutions, pension
funds and military institutions are among the
measures considered in the mentioned support
package.

The package also stresses cooperation
between the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) and the
Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs to
manage the interest rates.

Increasing SEQ’'s direct investment in
Capital Market Development and Stabilization
Fund, limiting the activities of marketers, and
suspending the underwriting of securities and
initial offerings until further notice, are also
among the issues considered in SEQ’s support
package.

Isfahan to host 8th ECO Minerals Experts

Group Meeting

TEHRAN - Iran’s central city of Isfahan is set
to host the 8th ECO Minerals Experts Group
Meeting during November 14-17, 2022, Mehr
News Agency reported.

Experts from seven countries including

Pakistan, Azerbaijan Republic, Kazakhstan,

Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Iran are
to participate in the event.

The meeting aims at exchanging viewpoints
of experts and managers of ECO member states
and sharing new ideas and perspectives as well
as solving the problems of the current geological
and mineral sectors.

Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)
is an intergovernmental regional organization
encompassing countries from Europe, Caucasus
and Central Asia, West Asia and South Asia with
more than 460 million inhabitants and over 8
million square kilometers connecting Russia to
the Persian Gulf and China to Europe.

The overall objective of the Organization is
the sustainable economic development of its
Member States and the Region as a whole.

' Loading, unloading of goods in

ports up 7% in 7 months on year

TEHRAN - The loading and
unloading of goods in the ports
of Iran increased by seven
percent in the first seven months
of the present Iranian calendar
year (March 21-October 22), as
compared to the same period
of time in the past year, the
country’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) announced.

As the PMO reported,
124,703,983 tons of commodities
were loaded and unloaded in the
ports during the seven-month
period.

During the said period, loading
and unloading operations in
the container sector reached
1,405,793 TEUs, which was nine
percent more than the 1,284,683
TEUs in the first seven months of
the past year.

Based on the data previously
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released by Transport and Urban
Development ~ Ministry, the
loading and unloading of goods in
the ports of Iran rose 17 percent
during the previous Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20), as compared to the
preceding year.

The ministry’s data show
that the loading and unloading
of goods in the country’s ports
reached 152.91 million tons in the
previous Iranian calendar year,
while the figure stood at 130.69
million tons in the preceding
year.

During the said year, loading

and unloading operations in
the container sector reached
2.1 million TEUs with a weight
of 2457 million tons, which
was 13.5 percent more than the
1.85 million TEUs in the Iranian
calendar year 1399, the report
said.

The loading and unloading of
goods during the previous year
also grew by 12.8 percent in the
dry bulk sector, while in the liquid
bulk sector the figure increased
by 12.6 percent, in the general
cargo sector rose by 13.1 percent,
and in the oil sector grew by 22.5
percent.

While Iran is combating the
US. unilateral sanctions on its
economy, the country’s ports as
the major gates of exports and
imports play a significant role in
this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more
development of them serious
and vital.

Such necessity has led the
government to define projects
for more development of the
ports and also take some
measures to encourage
investment making in ports,
in addition to facilitating the
loading and unloading of goods,

especially basic commodities,
there.

It is worth mentioning that
I[ran’s  Ports and Maritime
Organization has defined a high
number of projects to develop
and improve the country’s ports,
as the country aims to double the
capacity of its ports in a course
of five years.

According to the PMO, the
capacity of the country’s ports
has increased from 180 million
tons in the Iranian calendar year
1392 (ended in March 2014) to
250 million tons in 1399 (ended
in March 2021).

Iran has least foreign debt among ME&CA nations: IMF

TEHRAN - The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in its latest regional economic
outlook for “The Middle East and Central Asia
Region (ME&CA)” stated that Iran has the
least foreign debt among the countries in the
mentioned region.

The fund has put the ratio of Iran’s external
debt to its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at
0.5 percent in its report, IRNA reported.

Based on IMF data, the average ratio of
foreign debt to total GDP for the countries
of the region was estimated at 35.8 percent,
while the figure for oil-exporting countries
was reported to be 30.9 percent.

According to IMF, Bahrain had the highest
volume of foreign debt in the region; the ratio
of Bahrain’s foreign debt to its GDP this year
was 207.3 percent. Sudan ranks second with
aratio of 189.4 percent, and Qatar ranks third
with a ratio of 134 percent.

Iran has been ranked the world’s seventh
country in terms of the lowest foreign
debt to GDP ratio, according to established
international sources.

Brunei, Liechtenstein, New Zealand,
Turkmenistan, New Caledonia, Nigeria, Iran,
Algeria, Greenland, and the Virgin Islands are
the world’s top 10 countries with the lowest

foreign debt to GDP ratio, respectively.

Back in February, the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) had put the country’s foreign debt
at $9.067 billion by the end of the eighth
month of the previous Iranian calendar year
(November 21, 2021).

Of the total foreign debt, $6.619 billion
was mid-term and long-term debts while
$2.447 billion was short-term debts, the data
indicated, IRIB reported.

External debt is the portion of a country’s
debt that is borrowed from foreign lenders
including commercial banks, governments,
or international financial institutions. These
loans, including interest, must usually be paid
in the currency in which the loan was made.

Foreign debt as a percentage of GDP is the
ratio between the debt a country owes to
non-resident creditors and its nominal GDP.

‘Over $82b needed to achieve 8% economic growth’

‘TEHRAN - Iranian Labor and
Social Welfare Minister Solat
Mortazavi has said up to 2.4
quadrillion rials (about $82.9
billion) of investment is required
for achieving an eight percent
economic growth by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20, 2023), IRIB reported.

Speaking in an employment
seminar in Mashhad on Thursday,
Mortazavi  mentioned  the
capacity of idle production units
in various provinces and said: “If
we use the existing capacities
of neglected employers across
the country, this amount [the
required investment] will be

reduced to almost a quarter.”

Iran’s economic growth is
expected to reach three percent
in the current year, according to
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF).

Based on the IMF data, despite

the sanctions and the negative
impact of the pandemic, the
Iranian economy is going to
outperform many countries
both in the region and across the
world.

IMF, in its latest World
Economic Outlook report titled
“War sets back global recovery”,
revised up its projection of Iran’s
real gross domestic product
(GDP) in 2022 to three percent
from its previous report in which
the figure was two percent.

The increase in Iran’s economic

growth came as the entity
modified its forecasts of the

global economic growth from
4.4 percent in its previous report
published in January to 3.6
percent; the fund expects the
global economy to follow the
same modest growth and settle
at 3.6 percent in 2023, as well.

The international body saw
Iran’s inflation (consumer price
changes) at 27.5 percent in 2022,
decreasing 11.8 percent from
39.3 percent in 2021.

As reported, the country’s
account balance which was - 0.1
percent of the country’s GDP in
2020 is expected to climb to one
percent by the end of 2022.

Export from Golestan province rises 35% in 7 months yr/yr

TEHRAN- The value of export from
Golestan province, in the northeast of Iran,
rose 35 percent in the first seven months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-October 22), as compared to the same
period of time in the past year, a provincial
official announced.

Ebrahim Hosseini, the director-general
of the province’s customs department, said
that commodities worth $121.9 million were
exported from the province in the said seven-
month period.

He named polystyrene, cheese, iodine,
all kinds of iron pipes and profiles, dates,
pressed board, copper wire, metal structure
and tomato paste as the major exported
products and Turkmenistan, Irag, Kazakhstan,
Afghanistan, Romania, Bulgaria, Armenia,
Uzbekistan, Russia and Poland as the main
export destinations.

The official further announced that
commodities worth $23  million were
imported to the province in the first seven
months of the present year, showing 25
percent fall year on year.

He named crude soybean oil, fabrics,
diesel generators, foots oil and cotton
lanterns as the major imported items and
Turkmenistan, China, Turkey, England, India,
UAE, Kazakhstan, Vietnam, Tajikistan, Italy,
Denmark, Germany, Uzbekistan, Iraq and
Spain as the main sources of imports in the
mentioned seven months.

As previously announced by the official, the
value of export from Golestan province rose
63 percent in the past Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20), from its preceding
year.

Hosseini said that over 402,000 tons of
commodities worth $183.6 million were

exported from the province in the previous
year, indicating also 51 percent growth in
terms of weight.

He named polystyrene, dairy products,

dates, pistachios, cement, ceramic and
tiles, and tomato paste as the major
exported products, and Kazakhstan, Iraq,
Turkmenistan, Bulgaria, Afghanistan and
Romania as the main export destinations.
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UK households slipping into poverty

From page1» The bank also
wamned that the country faces the
risk of a protracted contraction in
the coming years, with high inflation
and the unemployment rate climbing
to 6.5%. That is the highest since the
2008 financial crisis.

The length of the forecasted
recession - eight successive quarters
in which gross domestic product
shrinks - would make this the most
protracted since records began.

The unwelcome news and future
economic  uncertainty have piled
further pressure on the weakening
British pound, which has again
slumped against the dollar.

The economic forecast does not
include any of the expected spending
cuts and tax rises the Treasury is
expected to impose on November 17,
which would worsen the outlook.

Households now face higher
repayments on their mortgages and
bank loans on top of skyrocketing
energy prices and the unprecedented
rising cost of living crisis. The bank’s
decision is the single biggest increase
in interest rates since 1989.

Reacting to the bank's move,
economic experts say the higher
interest rates will leave the average
household £3,000 more to pay over
the next year for their mortgage
costs, more than outweighing any
government help with energy bills.

The recession is mainly because
of the finance minister’s decision to
cut back on the length of the energy
price guarantee (which limits the
amount households can be charged
per unit), and partly a consequence
of the rising cost of borrowing,

While the Bank of England is trying
to soften the blow of a recession in
the short term, critics say it will
backfire with grim consequences in
the long term.

New Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has
admitted that families and businesses
are facing a worrying and difficult
period in the country’s history.

The Bank of England is also set to
release long-term inflation forecasts,
which are expected to show that the
cost of living next year will be much
higher than its target of 2%.

Official ~ figures released in
September showed inflation hit 10.1%
- matching a 40-year high seen in
July - with much of this increase
driven by rising energy and food costs
as a result of the global food supply
problem. Both a consequence of the
Ukraine war.

The statistics reveal that more than
a third of people found it difficult to
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are living in poverty in the UK
and struggle to afford to eat

pay their energy bills over the past
three months. Yet the UK, like many
countries in Europe, appear to have
little desire in any peace initiative to
end the Ukraine conflict.

Food banks have sounded the alarm
with one food charity saying ithas
launched its first-ever emergency
appeal to meet a “devastating rise in
need” asitwarns of its “hardest winter
yet” as people struggle with inflation.

The Trussell Trust said food
banks are “struggling” to meet “a
tsunami” of demand which was now
outstripping donations. It is calling
on Downing Street for help.

Through its support of 1,300 food
bank centers, the charity has warned
it has already used up its reserve
stock of food items, which it says
normally help maintain supplies over
the winter months.

According to the office of national
statistics, some food products have
increased by more than the 17%
since last year. Cooking oil has risen
by 65% in price, pasta rose 60%
and tea 46%.0Over the past year
other “budget” food items have also
increased.such as tea by 46%, bread
by 38% and biscuits by 34%.

Emma Revie, CEQ of The Trussell
Trust, says “we never wanted to runan
appeal like this, we would rather there
was no need for food banks at all. But
right now, they are on the frontline of
this cost of living emergency - we have
no other option.”

“Faced with the perfect storm of
rising energy prices, inflation and a
potential recession that is pushing
people deeperinto poverty, the soaring
cost of living is driving a tsunami of
need to food banks.

“Through this emergency appeal we
hope to raise the vital funds required
to ensure that food banks can meet
this devastating rise in need and
continue to support people who are

experiencing hardship.”

She added that “as well as raising
vital funds, we hope our emergency
appeal is a stark reminder of how
reliant we have become as a society on
the kindness of volunteers.

“No one should need to tum to
charity for something as essential
as food and the situation we are
facing is too great for food banks to
solve alone”

She also called on the government
“to do what’s right and provide a
package of support directly targeted
at people on the lowest incomes”.

The dire waming comes as
new research has revealed that
millions of families are skipping
meals or changing shopping and
eating habits as they struggle with
household finances.

The consumer research
magazine Which? says among those
who were struggling the most, 50%
admitted their household was skipping
meals. Its research also revealed 46%
of consumers were finding it harder to
eat healthily compared to before the
cost of living crisis.

Critics say the ruling Conservative
party is doing very little to help the
growing poorer class of society
despite the fact that inflation is hitting
40-year highs.

Studies show an unprecedented
number of people don't want to go
to work because they are unable
to afford basic hygiene products,
according to one charity. A report by
the Hygiene Bank, which conducted
the research with YouGov, suggests
3.2 million of adults in Britain are
in hygiene poverty and many are
ashamed to go to work because they
cannot afford basic items such as
shaving products or soap.

The report says “the truth is by
the time you're not switching on your

heating or you're going to a food bank
for food essentials, you've stopped
buying essential hygiene products
weeks before.”

Rising fuel prices have exacerbated
the problem and new figures show
almost half of UK adults are struggling
to make ends meet. Data from the
Office for National Statistics released
on Tuesday showed that 45% of adults
who pay energy bills were finding
it very, or somewhat, hard to afford
them, up from 40% in June.

New figures show almost half of
UK adults are struggling to afford
their energy bills, rent, or mortgage
payments. The data from the Office
for National Statistics show a rising
percentage of the population is
experiencing financial hardship amid
the cost of living crisis.

Reports say that many households
simply cannot afford to tumn the
heating on.In September, 45% of
adults who paid energy bills were
finding it very, or somewhat, difficult
to afford them - up from 40% in June.

Those who are renting homes
are reported to be finding it more
difficult to survive and those who
don’t own homes also found it
harder to pay energy costs, with
60% in need of dire help.

Figures from a new poll carried
out by Ipsos, show more than a
quarter of people have started
taking out loans from banks or
family and relatives to buy food
and a fifth have borrowed money to
adapt to rising prices this year.

Gideon Skinner, head of politics
research in public affairs at Ipsos,
says “the levels of concem peaked
in August and have slipped back to
figures we were seeing earlier in the
year. But it's important to say that the
absolute level is still pretty high.

“We are also seeing that people are
now concerned about the whole of the
economy more generally, rather than
specifically cost of living and inflation.
[t's not that people suddenly think
everything is going to be fine””

There is a extreme concern about
how the rising cost of living crisis is
affecting the more vulnerable groups
in society, including the disabled and
minority groups.

However, this is a recession that
will be felt in most households both
through the rise in energy prices and
food prices as well as the soaring
cost of borrowing.

Analysts says it is a recession
that is certainly expected to bring
the government down in the next
general election.

German chancellor, Chinese president vow to work for global peace

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Chinese

President Xi Jinping in a meeting on Friday vowed to
work together in times of change and instability, and
to contribute more to global peace and development.

Scholz is the first European leader to visit Beijing
since Xi was proclaimed secretary general of the
Communist Party of China for the historic third time
at the party’s 20th National Congress last month.
This is also his first trip to China as chancellor.

According to a statement issued by the State
Council of Information Office, the visit will further
enhance mutual understanding and trust between
the two sides and deepen cooperation in various
fields, as well as provide an opportunity for the two
sides to plan for the future growth of bilateral ties.

“The five-decade journey (between two countries)
shows that as long as the two sides follow the
principles of respecting each other, seeking common
ground while reserving differences, maintaining
exchanges and mutual learning, and pursuing
mutually-beneficial cooperation, bilateral ties will
keep going in the right direction on the whole and
making steady progress,” Xi said.

US. President Joe Biden urged young voters
in New Mexico and California on Thursday to
vote to protect democracy as part of his final
major campaign swing, days ahead of midterm
elections that could see his Democrats lose
control of the U.S. Congress.

Biden'sU.S.WesttourbeganinAlbuquerque,
where he spoke on his cancellation of billions
of dollars in student debt and criticized
record oil company profits as Democratic
candidates nationwide face headwinds on
high gasoline prices and inflation.

Noting the complex and fluid intermational
landscape, Xi emphasized the importance of China
and Germany, two major countries with significant
influence, working together to contribute more to
global peace and development in times of change
and instability, according to the statement.

For his part, the German chancellor opposed the
bloc-driven confrontation and said he is willing to
play its due role in advancing EU-China relations.

“Germany hopes to maintain communication &
coordination with China to safeguard regional and
global peace and security. China is an important
trading partner of Germany & Europe, and Germany

firmly supports free trade, economic globalization &
opposes decoupling,” Scholz told Xi, according to the
state-run Global Times.

“The world needs a multipolar pattern, and
the role & influence of emerging countries need
to be valued. Germany opposes bloc-driven
confrontation, and politicians need to take
responsibilities. Germany is willing to play its due
role in advancing EU-China ties,” he added.

While Xi also reaffirmed that China has
always regarded Europe as a comprehensive
strategic partner and has supported the EU’s
strategic autonomy.

He wished for a prosperous and stable Europe and
insisted that China-Europe relations are not aimed
at, subjugated to, or controlled by any third party.

“The political mutual trust needs to be
safeguarded by both sides. China and Germany
should take care of each other’s core interests,
insist on dialogue and negotiation, and jointly
reject bloc-driven confrontation and ideology-
driven interference,” Xi informed Scholz.

South Korea
scrambles
warplanes as 180
North Korean
aircraft detected

South Korea scrambled 80 military aircraft,
including advanced F-35 fighter jets, after detecting
180 North Korean warplanes flying within North
Korean territory - the latest defiant show of military
strength by the nuclear-armed country.

South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said on
Friday the North Korean warplanes were detected
in various areas inland and along the country’s
eastern and western coasts, but they did not come
particularly close to the inter-Korean border.

None of those planes breached the South Korean
military’s virtual “tactical action” line, which is
designated to be located 20-50km (12-31 miles)
north of the two countries’ land and sea boundaries.
The action line is for monitoring purposes to give
the South enough time to respond to provocations
or attacks.

The South scrambled 80 of its warplanes,
including an unspecified number of F35 fighters,
but there were no immediate reports of incidents
involving the two air forces.

The JCS said South Korean forces were
“maintaining a firm readiness posture for further
provocations” and monitoring the situation in
coordination with the United States.

Al Jazeera reporting from the South Korean
capital, Seoul, said some of the North Korean
aircraft movements had been close enough to the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)that separates the two
Koreas to trigger the scrambling of South Korean
jets in response.

“The South Korean military has announced that
during the day - from late moming local time
through to mid-afternoon here - they have been
detecting flight by around 180 military aircraft of
different types in North Korea - right across the
breadth of the North Korean part of the peninsula,”
he said.

Protest calls in
Pakistan after
ex-PM Imran Khan
shot in shin

A day after a bullet wounded former Pakistan
prime minister Imran Khan while he was leading
“a long march” to the capital, his party announced
country-wide protests on Friday afternoon.

Khan, who is the chief of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party, sustained minor injuries when
he was shot while atop a vehicle in Wazirabad city
in Punjab province. He wasimmediately taken to

Biden appeals to young voters in U.S. West as midterms near
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Speaking at MiraCosta College in Oceanside,
California, where Democrat Mike Levin is fighting
to hold onto a seat historically held by Republicans,
Biden underscored the importance of state and
local races across the country and said they could
“determine whether our democracy is sustained”

“Democracy is on the ballot,” Biden said. “The
truth of the matter is that ... this election is going
to determine the direction of the country for at
least a decade or more.”

Opinion polls shows Republicans could
regain control of the House of Representatives,

and perhaps the Senate.

Biden touched on abortion rights and Social
Security in a wide-ranging speech that also included
stories about his childhood stutter, and the deaths of
his first wife and daughter, and later his son, Beau.

Earlier, in New Mexico, Biden said his student debt
policies and New Mexico Govemor Michelle Lujan
Grisham'’s free college tuition program, among the largest
in the country, were designed to help young Americans
acquire skills to compete in amodem economy.

“Your generation is not going to be ignored, you
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Lahore for treatment, where doctors operated on
him late on Thursday. He is in a stable condition.

Senior PTl leaders Asad Umar and Fawad
Chaudhry tweeted the party’s intention to carry out
nationwide demonstrations after Friday prayers.
Khan will later give a press conference at about 4pm
local time (11:00 GMT).

PTI official Musarrat Jamshed Cheema said the
senior leadership of the party will hold discussions
before Friday prayers at the Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Hospital, where Khan is receiving
treatment.

“Imran Khan will himself lead the meeting in which
we will discuss our future strategy and plan how to
go about it Cheema said, adding party leaders will
later announce their intentions to supporters.

Khan began hislong marchfrom Lahore to
Islamabad on October 28 demanding early elections,
which are otherwise scheduled for October 2023.
Questions about whether the rolling protest would
continue were raised after the attack on Thursday.

“It is our decision, in principle, that the march will
not stop. It may change its shape and form, but we
will continue our struggle for real freedom. We are
not calling it off and just have to see how to move
ahead.” Cheema said.

The shooting and continuing demonstrations
have raised security concerns in Pakistan.

Cheema said Khan, 70, is feeling better after the
surgery and was able to move around on Friday
morming.

“The four-member medical board at the doctor
will assess him again today, and then it will be
decided whether he can be discharged today or
should stay back for another day,” she said.

To agree sanctions
on Russia over
Ukraine war must
be kept

The foreign ministers of the Group of Seven
industrialized nations are expected to agree to
continue maintaining harsh sanctions on Russia
over its invasion of Ukraine in a joint statement to be
issued on Friday, a Japanese official said.

The G-7 ministers will also voice serious concern
over Moscow’s indication that it is willing to use
nuclear weapons against the neighboring country,
while vowing to strengthen their support for Ukraine,
in the document to be issued before wrapping up a
two-day gathering from Thursday in the western
German city of Munster, the official said.

The ministers from Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States,
plus the European Union, have led efforts to
impose sanctions on Russia over the war in
Ukraine since late February, such as asset freezes
against Russian President Vladimir Putin and the
country’s central bank.

Thetop G-7diplomatsarealsoexpectedtoexpress
their strong opposition to unilateral attempts
to alter the status quo by force, in an apparent
reference to China's maritime assertiveness
in the Indo-Pacific region, and reiterate their
condemnation of North Korea’s repeated ballistic
missile launches, the official added.

During Thursday’s discussions, the G-7
ministers called for a peaceful resolution of the
issue of Taiwan, referring to “the importance of
peace and stability of the Taiwan Strait.”

will not be shunned, you will not be silenced,” Biden
told students at Central New Mexico Community
College, where he also said people should not be
imprisoned for marijuana possession and promised
another attempt to ban assault weapons.

Polls show Lujan Grisham leading Republican
challenger Mark Ronchetti, a former television
weatherman, by around six percentage points. Lujan
Grisham has made maintaining access to abortion
the centerpiece of her campaign. Ronchetti wants to
ban the procedure after 15 weeks, and has hammered
Lujan Grisham on crime and the economy.
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Water tourism needs to be developed

in western Iran, official says

TEHRAN -The tourism directorate of
the western province of Lorestan seeks to
develop water tourism, the provincial tourism
chief has said.

Lorestan enjoys a vast potential for water
tourism as it is home to about 70 waterfalls
and in terms of water resources, this province
ranks third in the country, Ata Hassanpur
explained on Friday.

Private sector investors are welcomed and
supported in this sector, the official added.

Despite its arid climate, Iran’s tourism
sector has tried to boost hydro tourism or
water tourism in recent years.

This branch of tourism involves traveling
to places specifically to take part in water-
based activities. Some individuals who do not
wish to partake in water-related activities
embark on water tourism trips so that they
can visit tourist sites that sit close to bodies
of water such as lakes, rivers, dams, oceans,
etc.

While water tourism often includes active
chases, some water tourists visit islands and
shore regions to join more relaxed pursuits
such as diving or swimming.

Travel businesses organize tours of coral
reefs and arrange for local tour guides to
preside over excursions on which travelers
can swim with local marine life such as
dolphins or even sharks.

Some tour operators also cater to families
who are primarily focused on swimming and
tanning rather than interacting with aquatic
life.

Water trips occasionally involve inland
destinations such as lakes and rivers.
Holidaymakers can sail or swim on lakes
while many rivers are ideally suited to white
water rafting.

Additionally, some leisure businesses
operate water parks that contain swimming
pools, water slides, and areas for kayaking or
canoeing.

Lighting project completed on ancient

valley in Siraf

from page 1 » With over 6,000 years of
history and significant monuments from the
Elamite, Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sassanid
eras, Bushehr Province is one of Iran’s most
important historical centers.

Besides its cultural heritage, beautiful
beaches and lush palm groves make it an
attractive destination for world travelers.

The historical and  architectural
monuments of Bushehr include Islamic
buildings like mosques and praying centers,
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TEHRAN -A national festival
dedicated to Iranian ethnic
groups and heritage, which
will be open to the public in the
northern province of Golestan on
Thursday, is planned to promote
the Great Wall of Gorgan as a top
tourist destination in the region,
CHTN reported on Friday.

The festival's posters are
planned to feature the Great
Wall of Gorgan, to promote
it as a travel destination and
the province’s symbol, said
the provincial tourism chief
Mohammad Javad Savari.

The 15th edition of the festival
will also focus on the economy of
the ethnic groups as well as their
culture, the official added.

The festival will feature
regional  arts, handicrafts,
souvenirs, culinary traditions,
and tourist-attraction exhibits,
as well as crafts workshops and
live performances, he stated.

In spite of the fact that this is
a national festival, guests from
neighboring countries along the
Caspian Sea are invited, he noted.

The festival will provide a
platform for social mobility and
cultural dynamism to spread
across the province of Golestan
and the rest of the country, he
mentioned.

Situated in the city of Gorgan,
the capital of northern Golestan
province, the defensive wall is
about 200 km in length, and it
was built to prevent the invasion
of the northern tribes. It is said to
be the longest architectural work
of ancient Iran, which was built in
90 years.

Also known as Red Wall, which
in some ancient texts is referred
to as the Red Snake, this wall is
the longest brick ancient barrier
between Central Europe and

China, longer than Hadrian's
Wall and the Antonine Wall put
together and the third-largest
wall in the world after the walls
of China and Germany.

Most parts of the gigantic
monument are still hidden
underneath the surface through
some segments that have so
far been unearthed and even
restored to their former glory.
Archaeological excavations
have so far identified ditches,
brick kilns, earthen dams,
water canals, 38 forts, and
watchtowers attached to the
wall, and more than 25 castles in
the southern margin of the wall
as well as several ancient sites
from prehistoric, historic, and
Islamic eras.

The gigantic barrier is also
more than three times the
length of the longest late Roman
defensive wall built from scratch,
the Anastasian Wall west of
Constantinople. The combined
area of the forts on the Gorgan

Wall exceeds that of those on
Hadrian’s Wall about threefold.
According to UNESCO, the
Gorgan Wall is remarkable not
only in terms of its physical
scale but even more so in terms
of its technical sophistication.
To enable construction works,
canals had to be dug along the
course of the defensive barrier
to provide the water needed
for brick production. These
canals received their water from
supplier canals, which bridged
the Gorgan River via ganats.
One of these, the Sadd-e Garkaz,
survives to 700 m in length and
20 m in height but was originally
almost one kilometer long.

The Gorgan Wall and its
associated  ancient  military
monuments provide a unique
testimony to the engineering
skills and military organization of
the Sassanian Empire. They help
to explain its geographic extent,
from Mesopotamia to the west
of the Indian Subcontinent, and

' Ethnic groups’ festival to promote Gorgan
Great Wall as tourist destination

# 1
how effective border defense
contributed to the Empire’s
prosperity in the interior and its
longevity. These monuments are,
in terms of their scale, historical
importance, and sophistication,
of global significance.

Golestan is reportedly
embracing some 2,500 historical
and natural sites, with UNESCO-
registered Gonbad-e Qabus - a
one-millennium-old brick tower
- amongst its most famous.

Iran is home to many regional
people, including ones with Turk
and Arab elements, in addition
to the Kurds, Baloch, Bakhtyari,
Lurs, and other smaller minorities
such as Armenians, Assyrians,
and Jews, among others.

Language, music, indigenous
cuisine, clothing, songs,
anecdotes, crafts, live
performances, and local rituals
such as celebrations and wedding
ceremonies have always spurred
many to experience life among
the tribes.

Over two million visits to Lorestan tourist sites registered in H1

TEHRAN - Tourist attractions across
thewestern Lorestan provinceattracted
over two million visitors during the first
half of the current Iranian calendar year
1401 (started March 21), the provincial
tourism chief has said.

A total of 2,305,000 people visited
historical sites and natural sights
throughout the province during the
mentioned period, Ata Hassanpur
explained on Thursday.

Qale Falak-ol-Aflak, which is a
Sassanid era (224-651) fortress located
in Khorramabad, the provincial capital,
gained the lion's share of the visits, the

official added.
The unmissable eight-towered
fortress  dominates  Khorramabad

as one of the most visited travel
destinations in the region for both
domestic and foreign sightseers. The
fortress seems particularly imposing
and dramatic when floodlit at night,
offering picturesque views of its
encircling crenelated battlements.

Experts believe that the fortress
is comparable with similar works in
Nagsh-e Rostam, Nagsh-e Rajab, Tape
Chugan, and Firuzabad in Fars province.

In 2018, UNESCO added an ensemble

TEHRAN ~Cultural

explained on Friday.

of Sassanian historical cities in southern
Iran -- titled “Sassanid Archaeological
Landscape of Fars Region”-- to its
World Heritage list. The ensemble is
comprised of eight archaeological sites
situated in three geographical parts of
Firuzabad, Bishapur, and Sarvestan.

It reflects the optimized utilization of
natural topography and bears witness
to the influence of Achaemenid and
Parthian cultural traditions and of
Roman art, which later had a significant
impact on the architecture and artistic
styles of the Islamic era.

The Sassanid era is of very high
importance in the history of Iran.
Under Sassanids, Persian art and
architecture experienced a general
renaissance. Architecture often took
grandiose proportions such as palaces
at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and Sarvestan
which are amongst the highlights of the
ensemble.

Crafts such as metalwork and gem-
engraving grew highly sophisticated,
yet scholarship was encouraged by the
state. In those years, works from both
the East and West were translated into
Pahlavi, the language of the Sassanians.

Efforts made by the Sassanids also

Last year, the tourism

yield a revival of Iranian nationalism
took place, for example, Zoroastrianism
was declared the state religion. The
dynasty evolved by Ardashir | and was
destroyed by the Arabs during the
period 637 to 651. The dynasty was
named after Sasan, an ancestor of
Ardashir |.

Under his leadership who reigned
from 224 to 241, the Sassanians
overthrew the Parthians and created
an empire that was constantly changing
in size as it reacted to Rome and
Byzantium to the west and the Kushans
and Hephthalites to the east, according
to Britannica Encyclopedia.

At the time of Shapur | (reigned 241
CE-272), the empire stretched from
Sogdiana and Iberia (Georgia) in the
north to the Mazun region of Arabia in
the south; in the east, it extended to the
Indus River and the west to the upper
Tigris and Euphrates river valleys.

Soaked in history and culture,
Lorestan is one of the lesser-known
travel destinations in Iran, which mainly
acts as a gateway to the sweltering
plains below in the adjoining Khuzestan
province. Lorestan is also a region of
raw beauty that an avid nature lover
could spend weeks exploring.

Meeting to discuss role of caravanserais in cultural interactions

commercial, pilgrim, postal,
official

heritageexpertsandscholars
will come together in a
meeting in Tehran to discuss
the role of caravanserais

in  cultural interactions
between nations, tribes, and
subcultures.

The meeting will be held
in the Qajar-era (1789-1925)
Haj Kamal Caravanserai in
Robat Karim, Tehran province
on Saturday, Robat Karim’s
tourism chief has said.

Apart  from  housing
caravans, Haj Kamal
Caravanserai  played an

important role in the cultural
and social interaction of
its region, Hamid Karimi

The historical structure
is one of the popular tourist
destinations in the region
and has been inscribed on
the National Heritage list.

Robat Karim is home
to many historical and
cultural monuments due
to once being placed on the
important  historical ~ Silk
Road.

Possible UNESCO tag for
Iranian caravanserais

Iran has put forward a
selection of 56 caravansaries
as a candidate for collective
inclusion in  UNESCO'S
cultural heritage list.

ministry announced that lran  and

is developing a dossier for
a selection of its historical
caravanserais for a possible
inscription on the UNESCO
World Heritage list. In this
regard, cultural heritage
experts are  assessing
such monuments that are
scattered across the country
to make a shortlist in terms
of their architecture and
historical and cultural values.

Caravansary (also
Caravanserai or
Caravansaray) is a building
that served as the inn
of the Orient, providing
accommodation for

especially
travelers.

According to Encyclopedia
Iranica, from the number of
surviving caravansaries and
their sizes, it is clear that in
Safavid and Qajar times there
was a state architectural
department  that  was
specifically concerned
with the construction of
caravansaries and stations
on the overland routes.
Furthermore, in the cities,
several caravansaries were
erected as lodging houses,
depots, and commercial
offices in the vicinity of the
bazaars.



First green school opened § SOCIETY

From page 1 » Eco-schools,
also known as green schools, bring
a range of benefits, including waste
management, waste reduction, bio-
diversity, energy, water, transport,
health, global sustainability, healthy
nutrition, citizenship, and climate
change. Countries considering their
own socioeconomic and cultural
characteristics must be able to adapt
these criteria to their own particular
circumstances.

Atotal of 32 green schools are un-
der construction across the country,
aiming to promote energy manage-
ment in the education sector, Meh-
rollah Rakhshanimehr, director of
the Organization for Development,
Renovation, and Equipping Schools,
said in August 2021.

Earlier in March, Barekat Charity
Foundation, affiliated with Headquar-
ters for Executing the Order of the
Imam, inaugurated 100 nature-friend-
ly schools across the country.

Current environmental problems
are rooted in the lack of proper
awareness and cultural weakness
regarding the relationship between
man and nature.

Under such circumstances, en-

vironmental issues have only be-
latedly been recognized in school
activities worldwide and led to the
initiation of green schools.

Effective school programs should
not only help students to progress the
knowledge, attitudes, and skills nec-
essary for responsible environmental
behavior but also have the potential to
spread awareness of the concept.

Environmental policies

On November 17, 2015, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, announced the
general policies on the environment,
emphasizing the need for compre-

A total of 32 green
schools are being
built across the
country, aiming to
promote energy
management in
the education
sector.

hensive, harmonious, and organized
management of vital resources

based on ecological capability and
sustainability, particularly by in-
creasing capacities and appropriate
legal and structural capabilities ac-
companied by public participation.

The policies call for establishing a
cohesive and national system on the
issue of the environment.

Improving environmental condi-
tions with the purpose of helping
society enjoy a healthy environ-
ment, administering justice and ob-
serving intra-generational rights,
preventing and prohibiting the cir-
culation of all kinds of unlawful pol-
lutants, recording crimes related to
the environment, administering ef-
ficient and preventive punishment
of polluters and destroyers of the
environment and forcing them to
compensate for their actions, were
also among the policies.

Continuous refinement and control
of air, water, soil, and noise pollutants,
destructive waves and rays, and unfa-
vorable climatic changes, and making
compulsory the observation of envi-
ronmental standards and criteria in
implementing rules and regulations,
development plans, and spatial plan-
ning, were other issues that the Lead-
er urged officials to do.

Climate change accounts for 75% of accidents in Iran

TEHRAN - Over the past twenty years, the
share of climate change in accidents taking
place in the country has increased from 35 per-
cent to 75 percent.

Mostafa Mohaghegh, the senior coordinator
at the Asia and Pacific Centre for Development
of Disaster Information Management (UNES-
CAP-APDIM), said a strategic plan is being pre-
pared for dealing with accidents that are rooted
in climate change.

The plan has the three topics of identifying
the accidents, offering educational services to
people, and protecting the rights of vulnerable
strata of the society, IRNA reported on Thursday.

Last year, Mohaghegh said arid and semi-ar-
id countries, like Iran, should prepare plans for
social and economic development based on the
climate change goals.

Iran has been suffering droughts for de-
cades. It has been expedited over the last
three decades.

The plateau of Iran is a chief victim of global
warming and its main culprits have been pump-
ing gas emissions into the atmosphere through
their unclean technology.

According to the World Meteorological Orga-

nization’s multiannual forecast, in the next five
years, Iran’s average rainfall will decline by 75
percent, and the temperature rises by 50-75
percent compared to the long-term average.

The United Nations Intergovernmental Pan-
el on Climate Change has reported that human
influence has warmed the atmosphere, ocean,
and land and has found that changes to the cli-
mate system at an unprecedented scale have
occurred in every region across the globe.

The report assesses that global surface
temperature will continue to increase until
at least the mid-century under all emissions
scenarios considered.

In particular, the report concludes that global
warming of 1.5°C and 2°C will be exceeded during
the 21st century unless deep reductions in CO2
and other greenhouse gas emissions are made
in the coming decades.

Reza Shahbazi, deputy head of Geological Sur-
vey and Mineral Exploration said in January that
over the past 23 years, climate change has led to
dryness of lakes and wetlands, land subsidence,
sand and dust storms, air pollution, and some
other predicaments in Iran.

The consequences of industrial life in the

country caused a special condition that when
heavy rainfall begins, the lands being unable
to absorb it, flooding rages across the county,

he added.

Iran is currently in a period of prolonged
drought, yet during this period occasionally ex-
perienced heavy rainfall over short periods of
time, Shahbazi noted.

“Examination of indicators such as rainfall,
the difference with long-term averages, and
evaporation rate, shows that our country has
been in a period of drought since 1998, howev-
er, over some years, normal averages of rainfall
poured over the country””
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Venezuela welcomes cooperation with
Iran on medicinal plants

TEHRAN - Alberto Quintero, the director of
the Venezuelan nstitute for Scientific Research
(IVIC), in a meeting with representatives of Ira-
nian knowledge-based companies in the field of
medicinal plants, emphasized the need to coop-
erate with Iran.

The meeting was held on Thursday in Tehran
on the sidelines of the 6th National Festival and
Exhibition of Medicinal Plants, Natural Products,
and Iranian Traditional Medicine.

A delegation of Venezuelans participated in
the event to expand the technological interac-
tions between the two countries, with Carolina
Eser, the Vice President of Science and Technol-
ogy of Venezuela in attendance.

Due to being located in a specific

improve in the coming years, Nafiseh Hossei-
ni Yekta, the director of the health ministry’s
Persian medicine office, has announced.

Over 17,000 books have so far been published
about Persian traditional medicine,

geographical area and connect-

which has been recognized by the

ing the south of the country to the [ranian World Health Organization, she
northern part of the Amazon, Vene- . noted.
zuela has many different plant spe- traditional Iranian ~ traditional medicine
cles, .Ql_untero'sa|d, adding, there- medicine strongly focuses on prioritizing
fore, it is possible to conduct much health maintenance and disease
scientific research in the field of strongly prevention over treatment.
meBdlimal;l;mtS;m Vellwezuela.h d fOCUSQS on It is one of the most ancient forms
ut we did not work as we shou PRI of traditional medicine. It is ground-
in this field. Therefore, according to pT'IOT'ItIZIng ed in the concept of four segnses of

these climatic conditions, there is a
good opportunity for Iranian com-
panies, he suggested.

At the end of this meeting, Iranian
knowledge-based companies had

health
maintenance
and disease

humor: phlegm (Balgham), blood
(Dam), yellow bile (Safra’), and black
bile (Sauda’). The concept of the four
senses of humor is based on the
teachings of Rhazes and Avicenna

negotiations for cooperation with preventlon over in an elaborate medical system.

Venezuela, and technological inter-
actions and discussions took place

treatment.

So far, about 30,000 plant spe-
cies have been identified in the

between Iranian companies and the
Venezuelan side. The presence of the Venezu-
elan delegation in this period of the exhibition
was on behalf of their government.

The 6th National Festival and Exhibition of Me-
dicinal Plants, Natural Products, and Iranian Tradi-
tional Medicine was held on November 1to 4, with
the presence of 240 companies.

Business delegations from Russia, Serbia,
Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Venezue-
la, Oman, India, and Gambia are present at the
exhibition.

Iranian traditional medicine

Iran ranks fourth worldwide in the produc-
tion of science in the field of traditional med-
icine, and the remarkable achievement will

IRANIAN LANGUAGES AND SCRIPTS

world, with Iran’s share of about
8,000 species which is more than the whole of
species found in Europe.

Some 2,300 species of medicinal plants have
been identified in the country, accounting for
one-third of the medicines used in human soci-
eties, the share of world trade in these products
is about $124 billion and Iran’s share is $570 mil-
lion, which is only 0.5 percent of the total.

The per capita consumption of medicinal
plants in Iran is about one kilogram of dried
plants, in other words, 83,000 tons of medicinal
plants worth 1.2 trillion rials (around $4 million)
are consumed in the country, while in Europe
this amount is 900 grams and in the United
States is 2.5 kilograms.

Part 30

In the Book Pahlavi script, few dis-
tinct letters remain, and it is nec-
essary to read words as units, the
context being crucial for determining
their correct readings.

This development continues and
reaches its final stage in the papyri
and parchments of the 7th century.
The book Pahlavi script is a cursive
script, in which the letters are joined
(or not) in complex ligatures accord-
ing to strict rules.

In the inscriptions and the Psalter,
many words are written with a final <-y>,
which was obviously not pronounced and

centers, including 201

the origin of which has been disputed.

In the cursive script, a letter iden-
tical with a short vertical stroke (the
“otiose stroke”) is used in many man-
uscripts at the end of words, but only
after consonants with which is not
joined in ligature.

The Manichean script

The Manichean script used for Sog-
dian, Bactrian, Parthian, and Middle
Persian is mostly phonetic, but has a
few particularities. A new letter <z>
was invented to spell z in Parthian and
Sogdian.

Scripts of modern Iranian lan-
guages

Arabo-Persian script

The Arabic script is used to write
Chorasmian, Persian, and other mod-
ern languages. Pashto, written in the
Persian variant of the Arabo-Persian
script, and Baluchi, written in the
Pakistani variant, both employ addi-
tional diacritics for the retroflex con-
sonants; Pashto also uses diacritics
to distinguish phonemes not found
in Persian.

In Chorasmian and Pashto, similar
strategies are employed to spell ts
and dz, distinct from ch and j.

Literary Kurdishin Iraq, Persia,and the
Soviet Union written in this script em-

ENGLISH IN USE

Hospital beds capacity rises
to improve medical system

Health Minister Saeed Namakiinaugurated 23 health

hospital beds, in Lorestan,

Kermanshah, and Khuzestan provinces on Tuesday.

Built on 26,935 square meters area, the centers were
constructed with a budget of 2.9 trillion rials (nearly $70
million at the official rate of 42,000 rials).

The Ministry of Health is scheduled to add 10,600 hospital
beds to the capacity of the country’s medical system within

the next 7 months.

Two years ago, there were a total of 140,859 beds in the
country, whichmeans 1.7 hospital beds per 1,000 population.

Sl ylow b Cai cud b ! 8

TY Gl Oyge 4 sl cadlage niy (Sed dpme

ploys a circumflex accent placed above
the letters to distinguish non-Persian
sounds: with w and y to denote majhul
vowels, with [ to express the rolled r as
opposed to the single-flap .

Hebrew script

The Hebrew script has been used
over the centuries by Iranian Jews
to write, especially, Persian, but also
other forms of Judeo-Iranian.

Various strategies were used to
express the additional consonants of
the Arabo-Persian script.

The Cyrillic script is used to write
Ossetic and Tajik, with some modi-
fied signs and special use of existing

signs; it was also used, with the addi-
tion of several signs and diacritics, to
write Kurdish.

The Georgian script was used in the
past to write southern Ossetic.

Origins of the Iranian languages

General historical surveys of the
Iranian languages are found in sev-
eral collective works, notably M.
Mayrhofer’s article in CLI. Rastorgue-
va and Edel'man (1975) is a typolog-
ical survey of the Iranian languag-
es, and another work of this kind is
Windfuhr (ed., 2009).

Comprehensive historical studies of
individual branches include Edel'man

(1986) on the East-Iranian languages
and Rastorgueva and Efimov (1990)
on the West-Iranian languages. Of the
new etymological dictionary of Ira-
nian languages by Rastorgueva and
Edel'man (2000- ), two volumes have
appeared, and, of the new Persian et-
ymological dictionary by Hasan-dust
(1383 S./2004- ), one volume.

Describing the history of the Irani-
an languages is complicated by the
variety of transliteration and tran-
scription methods involved, which are
often contradictory.

Concluded
Source: Iranica
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New deaths
Total cases
Total deaths

New hospitalized patients

Patients in critical condition
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Total recovered patients

Diagnostic tests conducted

Doses of vaccine injected

40
2
7,558,002
144,587
20
107
7,332,653

54,397,525

154,993,548
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Afool’'s mind is at the mercy of his tongue and a wise man’s
tongue is under the control of his mind.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times»Noon:11:48  Evening: 17:26

Dawn: 5:04 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:29 (tomorrow)

Shahnameh Illustrations

Part7

These works, in tumn, generated original
pictorial traditions and further enriched the
genre of epic illustration in the Islamic world.

The illustration of Shahnameh manuscripts
in Persia seems to have greatly slowed with
the fall of the Safavid dynasty. As in India and
Turkey, however, dynastic and regnal histories in
emulation of Ferdowsi’s epic had great appeal for
Persian rulers.

Thus the second Qajar monarch Fath-Ali Shah
(r. 1798-1834) ordered an account of the first
ten years of his reign, essentially as dynastic
propaganda.

Entitled the Shahanshahnameh, this lengthy
poem in 40,000 verses was written by Fath-Ali
Khan Saba, the poet laureate at the time, and
completed between 1806 and 1810.

Preparation of richlyillustrated and illuminated
copies began soon thereafter, possibly under the
initial direction of the text’s author, and continued
throughout the reign of Fath-Ali Shah and his
successor Mohammad Shah (r. 1834-48).

The most sumptuous, dated August 1810 and
commissioned by the shah himself, contains
38 full-page paintings. Although representing
contemporary events (including battles relating
to the Qajar tribe, Fath-Ali Shah’s accession, and
episodes from the on-going Perso-Russian wars)
and executed in the Europeanizing style favored
by Persian painters and patrons in the early 19th
century, the manuscript’s overall iconography
corresponds to well-established traditions of
epic illustration.

Likewise and in keeping with earlier
Shahnameh and other manuscripts, as Layla Diba
has shown, its illustrative program was carefully
planned and had definite political, literary, and
didactic goals.

Its message, however, was not intended for
the Qajar court alone; indeed, a few years after
its illustration, the 1810 volume was presented
as a diplomatic gift to the East India Company,
doubtless “intended to persuade the English on
behalf of the Qajar cause.”

Notwithstanding the retrenchment in the
demand forillustrated manuscripts of Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh, individual volumes continued to be
produced during the Qajar period.

One notable example, the so-called
Shahnameh-ye Davari, completed in 1855 by
Mohammad Davari Shirazi (son of the eminent
calligrapher Mohammad Shafi Vesal), contains
68 vigorous illustrations.

55 of these are by the prolific flower painter
Aga Lotf-Ali Suratgar of Shiraz and variously
dated 1861-63, 12 others by the scribe Davari, and
one signed by his brother Farhang.

While the manuscript’s picture format (with
its illustrations set within the text columns)
and iconography adhere closely to traditional
practices, the paintings themselves reflect an
eclectic mixture of both early and late Safavid
styles, as well as the strong influence of
European (or perhaps Indian) art, particularly in
the treatment of landscapes, buildings, fumiture,
and costumes.

Interestingly, this project apparently began
as an independent artistic venture. Before
its completion, however, it was purchased by
Mohammad-Qoli Khan Qashqai, an influential
tribal leader in the province of Fars, who
supported the painters in the final stages of
their work.

Illustration in printed editions
If the 19th century marked the decline of

“Rostam pulls the Khagan of Chin from his
saddle,” signed by Aqa Lotf-Ali Suratgar,
dated 1862-63, from the Shahnameh-ye

Davari, Reza Abbasi Museum, Tehran.

painted manuscripts of Ferdowsi’s epic, it also
heralded the initiation of printed—and more
specifically lithographed— editions.

The first such lithography volumes with
pictures were printed in Bombay in 1846 and
1849, in Tehran in 1851-53, and in Tabriz in
1858, each with 57 illustrations integrated with
relevant text passages, as in the long-standing
manuscript tradition.

Following a hiatus of several decades, two
more editions were printed in Tehran in 1889
with 62 scenes and in 1898 with 63, respectively
(Marzolph and Mohammadi).

Although these volumes share a comparable
number of pictures and often select the same
scene for illustration, their treatment of these
compositions is distinctive, and Ulrich Marzolph

has identified two different iconographic
traditions.
The last lithographed Shahnameh with

illustrations was completed in Tehran in 1909
under the sponsorship of Hosein-Pasha Khan
Amir Bahador, an influential Qajar official during
the late 19th and early 20th century.

Although considerably larger in physical
dimensions than its predecessors, this edition
has a significantly reduced illustrative program
of 40 narrative pictures, executed by a team of
three artists (Hosssein-Ali, Mohammad-Kazem,
and Ali), which also differ significantly in format,
style and content from previous editions.

Of particularnote, in terms of book-production,
is that the illustrations were printed on separate
sheets later collated with the text and often fill
the entire printed page, with captions at the
bottom right. Stylistically, they reflect a strong
influence of western art.

Finally, about half of the illustrated scenes,
including several enthronements, are original
compositions, that is, they do not appear in the
other, previous lithographed editions.

Although produced in a protracted process
and at a tumultuous moment in Iran’s
modemn history, the Shahnameh-ye Bahadori
demonstrates yet again the extent to which
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh—and the legendary
narratives of kings and heroes that his poem
both derives from and celebrates—continued to
inspire Persian artists to new visual expressions
of Iran’s epic past.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
Concluded.

Iran’s Oscar submission “World War

Frome Page 1 > After
announcing the prize for the film
in the closing ceremony of the
festival held on Wednesday, juror
Marie Christine de Navacelle said,
“Itis a black comedy where we go
from tears to laughter”

“It's also the tragedy of a
simple man fighting, in his own
way, the absurdity of our world
today. It is both sad and very
funny, and deeply entertaining,”
she added.

The film's star Mahsa Hejazi
received the award on behalf of
director Hooman Seyyedi who
could not attend the closing
ceremony.

After accepting the award, she
read Seyyedi’s message to the
organizers.

“l cannot be with you at this
moment... But my voice is there.
Not to be able to be with you, not
to be able to see your culture,
traditions is painful for me. But
| have heard your voices for
many years now,” he said in the
message.

“Everytimelread a haiku, every
time | open a book by Murakami

!

II” wins jury prlze at Tokyo festival

Managing Director: Mohammad Shojaeian
Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

1

A scene from “World War /// ” by Hooman Seyyedi.

to you for accepting us,’ he
added.

“World War IlI”, which is Iran’s
submission to the international
feature award at the 2023

award for Mohsen Tanabandeh.

The Tokyo festival's award for
the Asian Future Best Film was
also given to the Iranian movie
“Butterflies Live Only One Day”

Sorogoyen, who also won the
best director award.

The film also brought Denis
Menochet the award for best
actor, while the award for best

Haruki, or Kazuo Ishiguro. Every
time | watch Kurosawa’s work, |
knew you well. And soon | will fly
to meet you all. May peace be in
the world. Hope to see you soon,
and | send my deepest gratitude

Oscars,

had its
premiere at the 79th Venice
International
where it won the Orizzonti Award
for Best Film and the best actor

directed by
Vatandoost.

international

Film  Festival,
Spanish-French

“The  Beasts” by

Mohammadreza

The Grand Prix went to the
co-production

actress was given to Aline
Kuppenheim for her role in
“1976” a co-production of Chile,
Argentina and Qatar by Manuela

Rodrigo  Martelli.

Festival des 3 Continents picks “Scent of Wind”, “Here My Village”

TEHRAN - The Iranian movies “Scent of
Wind” and “Here My Village” will be screened
in different sections of the Festival des 3
Continents.

The winner of the Kim lJiseok Award at
the 2022 Busan International Film Festival,
“Scent of Wind” will be competing in the
official section of the festival, which will take
place from November 18 to 27 in Nantes,
France.

Directed and written by Hadi Mohageq,
the film’s story is set in a distant Iranian
village where a paralyzed man collects herbal
medicine in the mountains for making his
living with his sick child. The electricity goes
off in his house and an electrician comes to
fix it. Unfortunately, the problem is bigger
than what was anticipated and may take
days to be resolved. When he sees the child
on the sickbed, he feels committed to doing
whatever he can to bring the electricity back.

However, he has a tough job ahead with
facing nature and some unexpected events.

“Here My Village” by Abbas Aram will
be shown in First Steps Towards the 3
Continents, a section dedicated to offering a
selection of films for children aged 3 and up
and their families.

The film tells the story of Farhad, a
12-year-old boy who lives with his mother
and younger sister in a remote village
in Iran. Fascinated by photography and
inspired by foreign magazines brought to
him by a suitor of his mother, he decided
to become a photographer. His mother
disapproves of his passion but he does
everything possible to buy a camera.
With his thirst for life and his overflowing
curiosity, he will try to realize his dreams.

The film won awards in four categories,

including best director and best story, at
the 2019 Smile International Film Festival

Scent of Wmd by /ran/an d/rector Had/ Mohageq.

for Children and Youth (SIFFCY) in New
Delhi, India.

Founded by Philippe and Alain Jalladeau
in 1979, the Festival des 3 Continents is an
annual film festival devoted to the cinemas
of Asia, Africa and Latin America.

“The Secret World of Oil” revealed in Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN - “The Secret World
of Oil” by American journalist Ken
Silverstein has been published by
the Now publishing house.

Piruz Ashraf is the translator
of the book originally published in
2014.

The oil industry provides the
lifeblood of modern civilization,
and bestselling books have been
written about the industry and

multinational corporations, and
until now, no book has set out to
tell the story of this largely hidden
world.

The global fleet of some 11,000
tankers, that's tripled during the
past decade, moves approximately
2 billion metric tons of oil annually.
And every stage of the route,
from discovery to consumption, is
tainted by corruption and violence,
even if little of that is visible to the

e gy glds

“The Secret World of Oil” includes
up-close portraits of a shadowy
Baku-based trader; a high-flying
London fixer; and an oil dictator’s
playboy son who has to choose
one of his eleven luxury vehicles
when he heads out to a party in
Los Angeles.

Supported by funding from
the prestigious Open Society, this
is both an entertaining global
travelogue and a major work of

even individual companies nit, like  pyplic, 0“:;2}“" o investigative reporting.

ExxonMobil. N . Based on trips to New York, 3 Silverstein is an American
Butthemodernoilindustryisan  Washington, Houston, London, Front cover of the Persian edition of | TVeStigative journalist, who_has

amazingly shady meeting ground  Paris, Geneva, Phnom Penh, worked for Racket, Racket Teen,

of fixers, gangsters, dictators,
competing  governments, and

Dakar, Lagos, Baku, and Moscow,
among other far-flung locales,

World of Oil”.

Ken Silverstein’s book “The Secret

Harper's Magazine, The Intercept
and the Los Angeles Times.

Countless wounds and unsaid words

The book has a noble name that, in a way,
is reminiscent of one of Qeysar Aminpour’s
well-known sonnets, “How Soon, It Becomes
Late.” The life of Haj Jafar Abbas Nejad, from
his early years to the Islamic revolution and
the imposed war, is narrated in the book
“Countless Wounds” by Hussain Ghafari. This
book tells the tale of an unknown hero who
passed away in March 2020, before his life
story was published.

Hussain Ghafari, a comrade of Haj Jaffar and
current writer and researcher, is the book’s
author. After starting to compile the memories
and tales of this martyr, it took him five months
and more than twenty hours of interviews with
friends, acquaintances, and family members to
finish the book.

This book was recently unveiled in
Urmia Province in front of the head of
the province’s art bureau, a group of
provincial administrative and military
officials, as well as a variety of local
residents at the 10th event of the Holy
Defense Memorial.

During the event, a group of Haj Jafar Abbas
Nejad’s friends shared their memories of him,
a stage theater with the artist Saeid Solhi was
shown, and an anthem was performed by the
Touba group.

A portrait and graphic exhibition with
the theme of holy defense was on display
during the 10th event of “Memory of the Holy
Defense,” and it caught the attention of many
attendees.
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