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Report

Report

No accountability 
for Israeli war 
crimes 

Amid decades of Israel’s genocidal cam-
paign against the Palestinian and its endless 
list of war crimes in the occupied territories, 
the international community has displayed 
its hypocritical, double standard approach by 
not holding the regime accountable.

This year alone, the Israeli military con-
ducted a three-day blitz on the besieged 
Gaza Strip between 5 and 8 August that 
killed dozens of civilians, including over a 
dozen children.

This is separate from the more than 130 
Palestinians the regime’s forces have mur-
dered in the occupied West Bank.

Fresh evidence has emerged from Amnes-
ty International which shows Israel commit-
ted war crimes during its brutal onslaught 
on Gaza this summer.

The rights groups are demanding the In-
ternational Criminal Court (ICC) to investi-
gate the unlawful attacks conducted by the 
regime. 

Amnesty International says its new re-
search used photographs of weapons 
fragments, satellite imagery analysis and 
testimony from dozens of interviews. The 
global organization reconstructed the cir-
cumstances around specific attacks carried 
out by Israeli regime forces. 

The briefing, titled “They were just kids”: 
Evidence of war crimes during Israel’s Au-
gust 2022 Gaza offensive”, sets out why 
these attacks amount to war crimes.  

It’s not the first time Israel has massacred 
children and other civilians in Gaza. It usually 
does so under the pretext of a rocket being 
fired from the besieged enclave. These rock-
ets have always been retaliatory operations 
in response for Israeli airstrikes. 

The Western press prefers to use tit-for-tat 
attacks but Israel is on record as the instigator 
of all attacks on the Gaza Strip.  Page 5

Iran ready to 
make history in 
2022 World Cup: 
Beiranvand

TEHRAN – Iran national football team 
goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand says that they 
are ready to make history in the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup.

Iran attempt to get out of the group stage 
for the first time ever, as Team Melli have 
never reached the knockouts in five previous 
attempts.

Beiranvand is sure that they can end quali-
fication drought this time in Qatar. 

“We have a big chance to book our place in 
the next stage for the first time,” Beiranvand 
told the reporters in National Team’s training 
camp on Sunday.

There has been speculation that he is suf-
fering a foot injury but Beiranvand said he is 
fit for the World Cup.

“I’m not saying that I wasn’t injured, but 
I’m fit at the moment,” he said.

Iran will open the campaign on Nov. 21 with 
a match against England in Group B. The U.S. 
and Wales are in the group as well. 

“We could have advanced in the previous 
edition but this time we are fully prepared 
to make history. We want to make our nation 
happy,” Beiranvand concluded. 

227 MPs call 
on Judiciary to 
‘decisively’ deal with 
unrest

TERHAN – A large group of 227 Iranian 
lawmakers issued a joint statement calling 
on the Iranian Judiciary to decisively deal 
with the recent riots and implement the Qi-
sas sentence for those charged with Mohar-
abeh. 

The statement was read by Ahmad Amir 
Abadi Farahani in the parliament’s Sunday 
open session. 

The lawmakers said the recent unrest in 
Iran was a passive reaction by the enemies in 
the face of Iran’s extensive victories. 

They said the United States and other ene-
mies have been implicated in the unrest and 
have provided weaponry and funding to the 
rioters. 

They called on the Judiciary to quickly deal 
with those charged with Moharebeh by im-
plementing the Qisas against them. 

The lawmaker also urged the Judiciary to 
decisively counter those who involved in the 
unrest. 

Iranian authorities have said that the un-
rest erupted after the death of Mahsa Amini 
was engineered by the U.S. and its allies in 
the West Asia region. 

Iran’s President Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi 
said late on Friday that the enemies sought 
to turn Iran into Syria and Libya, but they 
failed.  Page 3

“The Zoo”, “Where 
the Winds Die” win 
awards at Diyarbakir 
Short Film Festival

TEHRAN – The Iranian movies “The Zoo” and 
“Where the Winds Die” have won awards at the 
2nd Diyarbakir International Short Film Festival 
in Turkey.

“The Zoo” received the award for best film in 
the international competition of the festival held 
in October in Turkey’s largest Kurdish-majority 
city.

In “The Zoo” written and directed by Nafiseh 
Zare’, six-year-old Ranna’s mother tells her, 
“Your father has left forever. We will live 
together from now on.” The mother reveals this 
news at the zoo, after Ranna has had a dream 
about a deer that ran away from the zoo that 
same day and its cage was empty.

“Where the Winds Die” directed by Pejman 
Alipur was given the special jury award.

The acclaimed animated movie has been 
produced at the Documentary, Experimental 
and Animation Film Center.

It is about Iraq’s chemical attack on the 
Iranian town of Sardasht in 1987.   Page 8

TEHRAN – The Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with 
Thailand’s Customs Department, aiming to 
bolster cooperation and mutual assistance in 
customs issues between the two countries.

According to the IRICA Office of Public Re-
lations, the MOU was signed by IRICA Head 
Alireza Moghadasi and his Thai counterpart 
Patchara Anuntasilpa in Tehran on Saturday.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, the two 
sides expressed hope that by signing this 

MOU and using all capacities, the volume of 
trade exchanges between Iran and Thailand 
would increase more than ever.

Referring to the deep-rooted relations 
on cooperation between Iran and Thailand, 
Moghadasi said that Iran and  Page 4

TEHRAN – The Iranian Defense Ministry 
on Sunday unveiled the upgraded version of 
Bavar-373 (Belief-373) surface-to-air missile 
system and inaugurated the production line 
of a long-range missile called “Sayad 4B”.

“Bavar-373 system was initially capable 

of destroying targets at 200 kilometers 
and now the upgraded system, aiming to 
attack targets at very long ranges, [includ-
ing] ballistic missiles, fighter aircraft, and 
bombers can destroy targets at 300 kilo-
meters,” Defense Minister Mohammadreza 
Ashtiani said during the unveiling ceremo-

ny, Press TV reported.

The missile system can engage up to six 
targets simultaneously and destroy them, 
Brigadier General Ashtiani said, stressing 
that many technologically advanced coun-
tries aspire to have such a system.   Page 2
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Iran opens Sayad 4B missile 
production line 

From Inside

•	 Speaker: CIA, Mossad intend to create 

‘new Daesh’ in Iran P2

•	 IRGC busts terrorist group planning to 

assassinate Arab figures in Khuzistan P3

•	 Iran’s exports to U.S. rise 18 folds in 9 

months yr/yr P4

•	 Rome exhibit turns spotlight on Iran’s 

restored monuments P6

•	 Iran to expand healthcare coop. with 

Cuba P7

•	 Armenian translator Eduard Hakhverdyan 

honored with Sadi Literary Award P8

TEHRAN—The number of foreign nationals 
visiting Mashhad to attain medical services 
has jumped by 50 percent in the first half of 
the current Iranian year (started March 21) in 
comparison to the same period a year earlier.

23,000 travelers from Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Tajikistan re-
ceived medical services from Mashhad hospi-
tals in the first half of the year, which shows a 
50 percent increase year on year, ISNA quot-
ed a local official as saying on Sunday.

“66% of clients were women and 33% were 
men, who received services from licensed 
medical centers in the fields of the eye, heart, 
gynecology, obstetrics, orthopedics, and 
plastic surgery,” the official said.

Last year (1400), Mashhad received 24,300 
foreign medical travelers who were either 
hospitalized or gained outpatient treat-
ments, according to Davood Khoshashkan, 
who presides over the medical tourism de-
partment at the Mashhad University of Med-

ical Sciences.

Khoshashkan believes that Iran has im-
mense potential to become a hub for medical 
tourism, adding, for example, Turkey’s reve-
nues from medical tourism surpass Iran’s as 
the neighboring country possesses lesser 
medics and hospitals yet it does not have pil-
grimage capacities.

Data compiled by the Health Ministry sug-
gest the Islamic Republic hosts an average of 
one million medical tourists each year.  Page 6

The rise of medical tourism in Mashhad

Iran champions of Intercontinental Beach Soccer Cup
TEHRAN – Iran defeated Brazil 2-1 on Sunday to win 2022 Intercontinental Beach 

Soccer Cup for the fourth time. 
Mohammad Ahmadzadeh and Saeid Piramoon were on target for Iran, while Cata-

rino pulled a goal back for Brazil. The last time they met was in 2016, when Brazil 
claimed the title. It was the sixth final for each side.

Earlier in the day, Paraguay defeated the UAE 4-1 to win the bronze. 
Russia are the most successful team, having won four gold medals, three silvers 

and one bronze. Iran have won the title four times. Team Melli also claimed two silver 
and two bronze medals.

A wake-up call from 
the environment

By Mehdi Garshasbi
TEHRAN - Desertification has set off alarming 

bells in Iran, threatening approximately 88 per-
cent of the land nationwide.

Of 31 provinces of the country, 22 provinces 
covering an area of 29.5 million hectares are af-
fected by the plague of desertification.

In Iran, where most of the land is in either arid or 
semi-arid areas, drought and water shortages are be-
coming serious problems as a result of climate change, 
said Vahid Jafarian, an official with the Forests, Range, 
and Watershed Management Organization.

A lack of finance is one of the serious challeng-
es and concerns in the field of dealing with deser-
tification, he told ISNA.

The issue of financial resources is not the first 
and last issue, but coordinated planning and aligned 
policies and support of laws should be seen promi-
nently in this regard, he stressed.  Page 7

American analyst: Ensuring 
control over Europe a prime 
strategic 
imperative for 
Washington



from page 1   According to 
a report in the long-range test 
of the Bavar-373 system, a sta-
tionary target was detected at a 
range of more than 450 kilome-
ters by the optimized radar of 
the Bavar 373 system, and it was 
tracked at a range of about 405 
kilometers and was hit and de-
stroyed at a range of more than 
300 kilometers.

The Bavar-373 detection ra-
dar was said to have increased 
from 350 to 450 kilometers, 
and the range of its engage-
ment range has risen from 260 
to 400 kilometers, the report 
added.

It also noted that the missile 
range has gone from 200 to 300 
kilometers, and its engagement 
altitude has increased from 27 to 
32 kilometers.

The report also announced the 
long-range Sayad 4B missile, 
running on solid propellant, was 
operationally evaluated for the 
first time.

 ‘Great achievement’ 

Defense Minister Ashtiani 
called Bavar-373 a great defense 
and national achievement and 
said, “This system will have a 
very important role in upgrading 

military power of armed forces.”

‘Bavar-373 able to counter 
generation 5 warplanes’ 

Army’s Air Defense Force Com-
mander Sabahi Fard, who was 
also present at the inauguration 

ceremony, said Bavar-373 has 
the capability to counter drones 
and all fighter jets, including 
“generation 5” warplanes. 

He also said Iran is among the 
few countries in the world which 
has succeeded to build such a 
powerful air defense system. 

The top military official added 
Bavar and other air defense sys-
tems will be upgraded superior 
to the threats. 

The Bavar-373 system was 
formally unveiled during a cere-
mony attended by former Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani on August 
22, 2019. It was reported at the 
time that the road-mobile sys-
tem can detect targets or planes 
at more than 300 kilometers, 
lock them at about 250 kilome-
ters, and destroy them at 200 
kilometers.

Military experts say Ba-
var-373 is superior than Rus-
sian-made S-300 anti-air-
craft missiles and is similar to 
S-400 system.

TEHRAN- On Saturday, U.S. Special Envoy for 
Iran Robert Malley reacted to remarks by Irani-
an Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
regarding drones produced in Iran and sent to 
Russia before the Ukraine war.

Amir Abdollahian said earlier in the day that 
Iran had given Russia a limited number of 
drones months before the start of the Ukraine 
war, that began in February 2022.

The senior Iranian diplomat said that if it 
was established that Russia had utilized the 
unmanned Iranian aircraft against Ukraine, his 
nation “would not stay indifferent”.

According to Reuters, Malley claimed that 
Amir Abdollahian’s assertions that Iran had 

dispatched a few drones were false.

He said that “dozens” had been sent just 
last summer, and that “military personnel in 
the occupied Ukraine are helping Russia utilize 
them.”

Amir Abdollahian also commented on the 
matter, stating that Iran and Ukraine were 
scheduled to meet two weeks ago “in a Euro-
pean country” in a bid that Kiev could provide 
proof of Russia’s deployment of Iranian drones 
in Ukraine.

He stated that although an Iranian del-
egation visited that country in Europe, the 
Ukrainian side was regrettably absent.

According to the foreign minister, Ukraine 

did not attend the negotiations because the 
U.S. and several European nations, particular-
ly Germany, had requested that it do so, say-
ing that they were contemplating penalties 
against Iran over the matter.

Following that, Amir Abdollahian continued, 
he and his Ukrainian counterpart agreed last 
week that Kiev produce proof, if any, to evalu-
ate the claims.

Emphasizing that Iran seeks an end to the 
Ukraine crisis and wants both parties to re-
sume dialogue, the foreign minister added, 
“If it is proven that Russia has used Iranian 
drones against Ukraine in the war, we will not 
remain indifferent.”

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Hossein Amir Abdollahian held 
separate meeting on Saturday in 
Tehran with several foreign digni-
taries on the sidelines of the First 
Meeting of the National Coordina-
tors of the Group of Friends in De-
fense of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

During a meeting with Omar 
Awadallah, the deputy foreign 
minister of Palestine, Amir Abdol-
lahian stressed that the Zionist 
regime is dealing with complex po-
litical and economic issues in the 
stolen territories.

The Israeli regime’s detrimental 
actions, which the Iranian foreign 
minister asserted were also rep-
resented in the meeting’s conclud-
ing statement, must be addressed 
along with the Palestinian issue.

The Palestinian official, for his 
part, was grateful for Iran’s assis-
tance to the Palestinian people.

“Tehran gathering aims to 
counter unilateralism”

The theme of the Tehran meet-
ing is to reject unilateralism and 
cruel sanctions, Amir Abdollahian 
said in meeting with Sergey Versh-
inin, Russia’s deputy foreign min-
ister. 

The Iranian foreign minister said 
that Western countries, led by the 
United States, want to rule the 
globe and they are opposed to in-
dependent nations.

Amir Abdollahian expressed 
pleasure over the state of bilateral 
ties between Moscow and Tehran 
as well as the effective conduct of 
a recent joint commission meeting.

For his part, the Russian offi-
cial stated that many regional and 
global challenges are shared by 
Moscow and Tehran.

Vershinin said that the U.S. and 
NATO’s propaganda campaign is 
aimed to harm the next genera-
tion of sovereign nations and that 

Western sanctions are consistent 
with their attempts to rule the 
globe.

“Implementation of long-term 
strategy with Venezuela is afoot”

The top Iranian diplomat de-
clared that “We are putting into 
effect with all our might the con-
ditions of a long-term cooperation 
plan between Iran and Venezuela,” 
Amir Abdollahian said during a 
meeting with Venezuela’s deputy 
foreign minister Carlos Julio Ron 
Martinez.

Amir Abdollahian stated that 
the frequent delegation exchanges 
between the two nations over the 
last year send a strong message of 
unity between Iran and Venezuela.

He asserted that the Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro’s visit to 
Tehran marked a turning point in 
Tehran and Caracas’ ties.

For his part, the deputy foreign 
minister of Venezuela emphasized 
the necessity for a global cam-
paign against unilateralism.

He reaffirmed the dedication of 
his nation to bilateral accords.

“Tehran meeting intended to 
censure sanctions on sovereign 
countries”

In his meeting with Elio Rodr-
guez Perdomo, the deputy foreign 
minister of Cuba, Amir Abdollahian 
underscored the main aim of the 
summit is to deliver a stern mes-
sage of criticism of unilateralism 
and sanctions against sovereign 
states.

Foreign Minister Amir Abdolla-
hian stressed the importance of 
promoting economic cooperation 
within the framework of available 
resources and achieving the level 
of political links between Iran and 
Cuba, assessing the degree of re-
lations between the two nations in 
political domains as favorable.

He emphasized that such a con-
ference has come into existence in 

a bid to signal a strong message of 
opposition to sanctions and unilat-
eralism against sovereign states.

The Cuban official, for his part, 
denounced the terrorist act in Shi-
raz and mentioned many areas for 
advancing bilateral cooperation, 
particularly in economic spheres.

“It is important to step up 
Iran-Algeria collaboration”

In a meeting with Ahmed Ben-
yamina, the Algerian special repre-
sentative for international security 
affairs, Amir Abdollahian empha-
sized the importance of expand-
ing Iran-Algeria cooperation in all 
areas.

The chief diplomat stressed the 
interest of the Islamic Republic in 
promoting relations with Algeria 
while referencing the two coun-
tries’ vast potential.

It is important to advance ties 
between Iran and Algeria at scien-
tific, touristic, and legislative lev-
els on par with their political ties, 
Amir Abdollahian suggested. 

The political leaders of the two 
nations have similar, if not iden-
tical, viewpoints on a number of 
subjects, he added.

For his part, Benyamina ex-
pressed optimism for the contin-
ued growth of their mutual con-
nections with the Islamic Republic.

“Iran, Nicaragua call for stron-
ger economic relations”

In a meeting with Farrara 
Lashtar, the Nicaraguan ambas-
sador to Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates, Amir 
Abdollahian emphasized the need 
to strengthen ties in economic 
spheres.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized 
the need to develop relationship 
between the two nations in eco-
nomic sectors while referring to 
the close political ties between the 
two counties. 

The Iranian foreign minister 
praised the president and vice 
president of Nicaragua for ex-
pressing sympathy to Iran after 
the terrorist assault at the Shah 
Cheragh shrine in Shiraz on Octo-
ber 26.

For his part, Lashtar highlighted 
readiness of his country to estab-
lish comprehensive ties with Iran, 
particularly in business and eco-
nomic spheres.

“Iran, Zimbabwe mull 
strengthening ties”

David Musabayana, the visiting 
deputy foreign minister of Zim-
babwe, and Amir Abdollahian also 
discussed steps to improve bilat-
eral ties.

The two parties emphasized the 
necessity to hold joint economic 
commission meetings more quick-
ly to further collaboration.

The foreign minister of Iran 
urged utilizing resources in both 
countries to strengthen relations.

19 nations established the Group 
of Friends in Defense of the United 
Nations Charter to safeguard, im-
prove, and defend the UN Charter’s 
legitimacy.

Algeria, Angola, Belarus, Bolivia, 
Cambodia, China, Cuba, Equatorial 
Guinea, Iran, Laos, Nicaragua, Pal-
estine, Russia, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Syria, Venezue-
la, and Zimbabwe are the group’s 
member states.

Participants in the forum dis-
cuss significant world issues and 
denounce unilateralism.

In order to improve respect for 
the goals and tenets of the UN 
Charter, as well as for values like 
dialogue, tolerance, solidarity, 
and peaceful cohabitation among 
states, the group seeks to promote 
international law, the UN Charter, 
and cooperation regarding joint 
efforts.
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POLITICS Iran opens Sayad 4B missile 
production line 

U.S. reacts to Iranian FM’s remarks over drones 

Iran FM holds talks with myriad of foreign officials 

Upgraded version of Bavar-373 missile system unveiled

TEHRAN— Parliament speaker Mohammad 
Baqer Qalibaf on Sunday criticized the CIA and 
Mossad for turning protests into riots in Iran, 
saying these spy services intend to create a 
“new Daesh”.

Referring to the martyrdom of a number of 
security forces in the recent riots, Qalibaf stat-
ed, “The recent incidents and events carried a 
clear message and once again showed that the 
main organizers of the riots, i.e. CIA, Mossad 
and their groups are not looking for the results 
of the protestors’ demands, but they have put 
the creation of a new Daesh in their agenda by 
turning the protests into riots and turning the 
riots into crimes.”

He went on to note that Iran’s enemies could 
not infiltrate the country through the borders 
with the guards under the command of martyr 
General Qassem Soleimani.

“Today they have reproduced Daesh from 
within, and the main regret is that some cul-
tural, artistic, sports, and political figures 
support this new Daesh and make it possible 
to survive,” the parliament speaker lamented.

The Majlis speaker continued his remarks by 
advising these people to listen to the news of 
these crimes and see the reality instead of only 
listening to the London-based media outlets.

Addressing an open session of the parlia-
ment, Qalibaf stated, “They should see that 
these new Daesh, like the Daesh in Syria and 
Iraq, torture and kill innocent people for no 
reason, and like them, they proudly release 
the clips of their crimes and advertise them. If 
they can, they will not show mercy to anyone, 
as they created such a suffocation in the cy-
berspace that anyone who acted against their 
wishes would face the worst insults.”

They are trying to justify their crimes with 
the excuse that security forces are killing the 
protesters, the top legislator said, adding this 
is while the security forces are only equipped 
with special weapons to deal with rioters. 

“The testimony of the police and other se-
curity forces during this period is the reason 
for this claim. These forces protect their lives 
against these criminals, but they do not use 
firearms so that people do not get hurt in the 
meantime. Not seeing these facts will bring a 
worse disaster than Daesh,” Qalibaf warned.

Qalibaf also addressed the security and me-
dia officials, saying that today the people de-
mand security from the officials, and to estab-
lish security in the “hybrid war” entails certain 
criteria, so as not to give the enemy an excuse 
to create Daesh. 

“This should not happen and no one should 
dare to act like Daesh and the protestors 
should be freed from the ideological captivity 
of the Daesh media,” he added.

“As the Leader of the Islamic Revolution said, 
we are involved in a hybrid war and defense in 
such a war requires a response of its own kind. 
Past experiences have been enough for the 
responsible agencies to prepare themselves 
for a ‘hybrid defense’ against a ‘hybrid war” as 
soon as possible,” he advised. 

According to the top legislator, one of the 
goals of this hybrid war is to divert officials’ 
attention from their main duties. 

“As the Leader of the Revolution said in a 
meeting with the members of the Expediency 
Council, ‘Don’t let these issues distract your 
officials and don’t stop you from the main and 
essential work.’ Therefore, the Majlis is ready 
to provide any assistance to the government in 
this regard with more efforts than before and 
we expect the officials to be more careful and 
monitor the prices and the foreign currency 
market,” Qalibaf demanded.

In conclusion, the parliament speaker ex-
pressed hope that security will be fully es-
tablished as soon as possible, so that the 
legitimate and necessary changes towards 
new governance in the economic, social and 
political fields within the framework of the 
political system of the Islamic Republic would 
commence.

TEHRAN— In a thread posted on his Twitter 
account on Saturday, Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman stated that the U.S. is truly isolated.

 “The biggest violators of #humanrights and 
the supporter of the most notorious terrorist 
groups, organized an #ArriaFormula meeting 
in New York against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to condemn and isolate Iran in their opin-
ion. For this purpose, they did not allow the 
representatives of 19 countries against the 
sanctions to speak through their media dicta-
torship!” Nasser Kanaani wrote.

The diplomat continued, “Instead, the Unit-
ed States gave the podium to two notorious 
women who support sanctions against Ira-
nian women and children! The American gov-
ernment failed in New York. Less than a week 
later, the representatives of 19 countries at-
tended the meeting of “Group of Friends in 
Defense of the Charter of the United Nations” 
in #Tehran and gave America’s answer. Who is 
really isolated?”

An Arria-Formula meeting of the United Na-
tions Security Council was held on Wednesday 
at the initiative of Washington and Tirana, but 
it did not go as they hoped for.

The U.S. and Albania attended the meet-
ing at the level of ambassadors, while others 
seemed less interested, attending at deputies 
or expert level.

India didn’t speak at the session, contrary 
to the previous lobbies the U.S. diplomats had, 
proving Iran’s influence once again.

The envoys of Brazil, Mexico, the UAE, Ghana, 
Kenya, and Gabon did not speak against Iran, 
taking a neutral position.

Exerting its dictatorship, the U.S. did not al-
low any of the countries that are not Washing-
ton’s allies to speak at the meeting, including 
the Venezuelan envoy to the UN.

On the contrary, Iran hosted the first inter-
national summit of Group of Friends in De-
fense of the Charter of the United Nations in 

Tehran on Saturday.

The group includes Algeria, Angola, Belarus, 
Bolivia, Cambodia, China, Cuba, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, Equatorial Guin-
ea, Eritrea, Iran, the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Nicaragua, the State of Palestine, 
the Russian Federation, Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Syria, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe. 

At the end of the meeting, they issued a joint 
political declaration in which they called for an 
end to sanctions against Iran. 

“We also reaffirm our strong rejection and 
condemnation of the imposition of illegal sanc-
tions, unilateral coercive measures against the 
People and Government of Nicaragua, and ag-
gressions that have a negative impact on the 
development and prosperity of the country. In 
this sense, we demand the immediate end of 
such sanctions,” they said in the declaration. 

The group also voiced support for the Irani-
an people and government. “We express our 
unwavering support for and solidarity with 
the People and Government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, subjected to unilateral coercive 
measures, including unilateral sanctions im-
posed by certain countries, which violate the 
Charter of the United Nations and the rules 
and principles of international law, while se-
riously threatening the full enjoyment of their 
human rights and the realization of their right 
to development,” they said.

It added, “We further call for the ‘lifting of all 
such unilateral measures against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Iranian nationals and compa-
nies,’ as recommended by the UN Special Rap-
porteur on the Negative Impact of Unilateral 
Coercive Measures on the Enjoyment of Hu-
man Rights in her report to the Human Rights 
Council on 17 August 2022 (A/HRC/51/33/
Add.1), pursuant to her official country visit to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran from 7 through 18 
May 2022.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Speaker: CIA, Mossad intend to create 
‘new Daesh’ in Iran

Iran to U.S.: Who is really isolated?



TEHRAN - Abolfazl Shekarchi, 
spokesman of the Iranian 
Armed Forces, has repudiated 
the allegations levelled by the 
U.S. and Ukraine against Iran 
providing weaponry to Russia for 
use in the Ukraine war as untrue. 

Shekarchi said the ruling 
regime in Ukraine is totally 
subservient to the Zionists and 
the Americans, according to 
Press TV.

“These remarks and 
accusations attributed to Iran 
by the presidents of the United 
States and Ukraine are sheer lies 
and slander,” he added.

He emphasized that Iran 
has had military equipment 
exchanges with Russia which 
date back to years before the 
war between Moscow and 
Kiev, stressing that “Iran is not 
involved in the war between 
these two states.”

The senior commander 
emphasized that the U.S. 
provides Ukraine’s army with 
various types of weapons and 
military equipment, but accuses 

Iran of involvement in the war.
Iran has long denied that it 

provided Russia with weapons 
for use in Ukraine. Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian responded to 
Western allegations that Iran 
provided Russia with drones and 
missiles for use in the Ukraine 
war.

He said the West’s kerfuffle 
over the provision of missiles is 
“entirely wrong” while the issues 

pertaining to the drones are 
“right,” according to Iranian state 
news agency IRNA.

“We provided a limited number 
of drones to Russia months 
before [the start] of the Ukraine 
war. And we agreed with the 
Ukrainian foreign minister that if 
you have any evidence of Russia 
using Iranian drones in Ukraine, 
give us the evidence,” he added.

He said this was agreed two 
weeks ago in a European country 

and a political and defense 
delegation from Iran went to 
that European country for a 
meeting with Ukrainian officials 
but the Ukrainian side called off 
the meeting in the last minute.

“The reason for the absence 
of the Ukrainian side was that 
the United States and some 
European countries, especially 
Germany, asked Ukraine not to 
participate in this meeting. They 
said [to the Ukrainian officials] 
that while we want to impose 
sanctions against Iran over the 
provision of drones to Russia, 
you want to drink coffee with 
Iranians in a European country!” 
Amir Abdollahian said.

He added, “After that, in the 
telephone conversation that we 
had with the foreign minister of 
Ukraine last week, we agreed 
that if there is any evidence, 
they will provide us with it, and 
if the Ukrainian side sticks to 
its promise, we will be able to 
examine this issue in the coming 
days, and their evidence will be 
taken into consideration.”

Iran beat 
Azerbaijan to win 
Greco-Roman 
World Cup 

TEHRAN – Iran claimed the title of 2022 
Greco-Roman World Cup on Sunday.

Iran and Azerbaijan were neck-to-neck 
with both winning five bouts. But the 
classification points gave Iran the win. Iran 
claims the World Cup it last won in 2016. 
Azerbaijan finishes second for the second 
time in a row.

Iran had defeated Kyrgyzstan 8-2 and 
Turkey 6-4 in Pool B.

All-World Team finished in third place, 
while Turkey and Kyrgyzstan came fourth 
and fifth, respectively. 

U.S. defender 
Sam Vines to miss 
2022 World Cup
TEHRAN  - The US left-back Sam Vines 

will miss the 2022 World Cup due to a broken 
tibia, the player announced Saturday.

Vines looked highly likely to make Gregg 
Berhalter’s roster for the tournament in 
Qatar after performing well in Belgian top 
flight side Royal Antwerp since moving 
from the Colorado Rapids in August 2021.

“Life is full of ups and downs. 
Unfortunately, I broke by tibia and had to 
get surgery,” Vines said on Instagram. “The 
operation went well and I should be back in 
3-4 months. Upset I missed the chance to 
be in the World Cup but I will be supporting 
the boys until the end.”

The U.S. will face Wales on November 21 
in Group B opener before fixtures against 
England and Iran.

Taremi nets 
against Pacos de 
Ferreira
TEHRAN - Iranian international forward 

Mehdi Taremi continued in great form for 
his side in the Portuguese top-division 
match against Pacos de Ferreira.

Taremi scored for Porto once whilst 
Evanilson scored a brace in the first half to 
take the lead at half-time by 3-0.

A Juan Delgado own goal put the final 
score at 4-0.

With the win, the Dragons are in second 
place, with Paços still at the bottom of the 
table.

England defender 
Ben Chilwell 
misses World Cup 
TEHRAN - England full-back left Ben 

Chilwell missed the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
with the hamstring injury. 

Ben Chilwell was forced off injured in 
Chelsea’s 2-1 Champions League victory 
over Dinamo Zagreb Wednesday night. He 

left Stamford Bridge on crutches just over 
two weeks before the World Cup starts.

“Following the injury sustained in our 
recent game against Dinamo Zagreb, Ben 
has undergone a scan on his hamstring. 
Results show that Ben has suffered a 
significant injury and the defender is 
unfortunately expected to miss the World 
Cup,” a Chelsea statement reads. 

Gareth Southgate will name his England 
squad for the World Cup in Qatar on 
Thursday, with their campaign then getting 
under way against Iran on November 21.

 Iran to send five 
boxers to 2022 
IBA Youth World 
Boxing C’ships 
TEHRAN – Five boxers will represent 

Iran at the 2022 IBA Youth World Boxing 
Championships on Spain.

The Spanish city in the Alicante region, 
La Nucía will host the competition at the 
Ciudad Deportiva Camilo Cano arena from 
November 14 to 26.

Since the start of the registration, 89 
National Federations have applied for 
participation in the tournament. In total, 
476 youth men and 208 youth women will 
come to Alicante province to fight for the 
medals.

Iran Squad:
48kg: Morteza Rigi
54kg: Nima Bayati
57kg: Ali Asghar Afshari
63.5kg: Mohammad Parsi
92kg: Aryan Saed Panah 

Heavyweights 
Iran and China to 
lock horn in 2023 
FIBA World Cup 
qualifier
TEHRAN – Iran will host China in the fifth 

window of the FIBA Basketball World Cup 
2023 Asian Qualifiers on November 11 in 
Tehran’s Azadi Hall. 

Even through the fifth window comes 
to an end, there’s still plenty to be excited 
about for the upcoming games ahead.

Whether it’s an Asian Qualifiers rematch 
with intense history or a heavyweight 
matchup between Asia basketball 
powerhouses, there’s a handful of games to 
mark on your calendars during this window.

It’s been a while, but two of the teams 
that have dominated Asia basketball since 
the turn of the millennium are set to clash.

The last time these two faced each other 
in a major FIBA competition was in the 
Semi-Finals of Asia Cup 2015 with China 
winning 70-57 on its way to a 16th title.

However, the three matchups prior to 
that were won by Iran during the peak of 
their reign that included three Asia Cup 
titles. One of those titles - in 2009 - were 
even won over China with a score of 70-52.

China and Iran are still considered among 
the top teams in Asia but with Asia Cup 
2022 being the first since 1973 without 
either team on the podium, there are some 
concerns if they are trending downwards 
fiba.com reported. 

As both teams are still battling for World 
Cup qualification, this makes it a very 
important game for each side. Not only 
would it raise the chances of booking a 
ticket to the main event next year, it would 
also give their fans confidence moving 
forward.

Both China and Iran are expected to 
parade some of the best in their national 
team pool, highlighted by a possible clash 
between Zhou Qi and Hamed Haddadi, so 
make sure to tune in for this one.
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IRAN IN FOCUSGeneral dismisses US, Ukraine 
allegations as ‘sheer lies’

Frome Page 1   In a 4-hour meeting 
with the students participating in the 
first course of the “Paths of Progress 
Camps”, Raisi stated, “Riots and 
attempts to disrupt the country are 
different from protests, and riots and 
those who create insecurity must be 
confronted.”

Stating that Iran and its various 

cities are safe today, the president 
said, “Americans and our enemies 
sought to make the country insecure 
by implementing their patterns in 
Libya and Syria, but they failed.”

Also, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian said 
Saturday that Iran’s recent unrest 
was a Plan B pursued by the United 

States but failed in implementing it.
Speaking to reporters, Amir 

Abdollahian said, “What our nation 
has seen over the last 40 days was 
the implementation of the very Plan 
B that the Americans wanted to 
pursue. But they failed in this regard 
due to the nation’s intuition and the 
guidance of the Supreme Leader.”

227 MPs call on Judiciary to ‘decisively’ deal with unrest

By Mehran Shamsuddin
TEHRAN – Iran has resumed the development 

of its military capabilities amid a wave of unrest 
and a pause in talks over reviving the 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal. 

Iran unveiled two big military achievements 
in a matter of two days, accelerating the 
development of military capabilities in space 
and missile defense systems.  

On Saturday, the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps Aerospace Force successfully test-
launched a domestically-build space launch 
vehicle called Qaem-100, which uses a solid-
propellant engine and can carry satellites 
weighing 80 kg into an orbit of 500 kilometers 
away from the Earth.

The new SLV is expected to be used in 
launching another space achievement soon. 
According to Iranian media, Qaem-100 will put 
Nahid, a satellite manufactured by the Iranian 
Ministry of Information and Communications 
Technology, into space in the near future. 

A day after the unveiling of Qaem-100, 
the Iranian ministry of defense unveiled an 
upgraded version of Bavar-373, a missile 
defense system that is now operating at a 
range of more than 300 km.

The new missile defense system was 
unveiled in the presence of Iran’s Minister of 
Defense, Mohammad Reza Ashtiyani, and the 
commander of the Iranian Army’s Air Defense 
Force, Alireza Sabahi Fard. 

The Bavar-373 missile defense system can 
detect stationary targets at a range of 450 
km and strike them within a range of 300 km. 

The upgraded system has been equipped 
with a new missile called Sayad B-4, which 
enjoys a solid-propellant engine and has been 
tested for the first time.

The recent unveilings of military 
achievements grabbed global attention as 
Iran has not been announcing new military 
achievements for some time. Also, they 
come at a time when the talks in Vienna over 
resuscitating the nuclear deal, officially known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), have come to a standstill for months, 
with no resumption date in sight. 

Iran has said the main reason for the hiatus 
in the Vienna talks is the Biden administration’s 
inability or unwillingness to make the necessary 
political decisions regarding the conclusion of 
the long-running Vienna talks. 

In recent weeks, Biden officials have said 

that the JCPOA was no longer on their agenda, 
at least for now, and that they were focused on 
the unrest in Iran and the allegations that Iran 
is providing Russia with weaponry for use in the 
Ukraine war. 

While the U.S. has lost interest in the 
JCPOA talks, Iran remains committed to the 
talks. Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian reiterated Iran’s commitment to 
continuing the talks on Saturday. 

Speaking at the first meeting of the National 
Coordinators of the Group of Friends in Defense 
of the United Nations Charter, Amir Abdollahian 
said Iran is committed to continuing the nuclear 
talks with goodwill and based on mutual 
respect.

Facing a U.S. indifference toward diplomacy, 
Iran appears to moving in the direction of 
strengthening its military capabilities. This 
seems to be one message behind the new 
unveilings. 

“The message that Qaem missile carries 
is much more important and heavier than its 
warhead,” Mehdi Mohammadi, an advisor to 
the speaker of Iran’s parliament on strategic 
affairs and the mastermind behind many of 
parliament nuclear bills, said on Twitter.

 The message of Iran military unveilings

TEHRAN – The IRGC Intelligence 
Organization announced the detention of 
a terrorist team that was planning to kill 
influential Arab figures in Khuzestan to create 
unrest in the oil-rich province. 

The group was backed and directed by a 
European country, Iranian media reported, citing 
a security source familiar with the matter. 

The source said that the detained members of 
the group confessed that they were planning to 
assassinate a number of Arab figures and people 
in Khuzestan to stir up unrest similar to what 
happened in Zahedan and Ardabil. 

Military base in Mahshahr attacked
The IRGC also announced on Sunday that a 

military base has come under armed attack in the 
port city of Mahshahr, Khuzestan. 

The IRGC branch in Khuzestan said the attack 
took place in the early hours of Sunday morning 
and was carried out by two motorcyclists. One of 
the assailants was killed in the attack while the 
other is on the run. 

According to the IRGC, the terrorist attack 
comes as counterrevolutionary forces seeks to 
sow insecurity in Khuzestan. 

Iran has been grappling with a wave of 
unrest that erupted in the wake of the death 
of Mahsa Amini. Iranian officials have said that 
the unrest was nurtured by the West and its 

allies in the region. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 

Abdollahian said Saturday that the recent unrest 
was a Plan B pursued by the United States but 
Washington failed to implement it.

Speaking to reporters, Amir Abdollahian said, 
“What our nation has seen over the last 40 days 
was the implementation of the very Plan B that 
the Americans wanted to pursue. But they failed 
in this regard due to the nation’s intuition and the 
guidance of the Supreme Leader.”

Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution, has said that the U.S. 
stands behind the unrest. 

“One can see a trace of the U.S. in most of 
the events that take place against Iran. Then 
they claim they care about the Iranian nation! 
You have imposed the most severe sanctions 
- the like of which they admit have never been 
imposed on any nation in history - against 
Iran,” he said in a recent speech. 

In an early October speech, Ayatollah 
Khamenei had expressed a similar assessment. 
He said at the time that the United States and 
Israel exploited the death of Mahsa Amini to 
stage riots in Iran and if this incident had not 
taken place, they would have found another 
pretext to do what they did.

“These riots were planned. These riots had 

been planned. If the incident with the young 
girl had not taken place, they would have found 
another excuse to create insecurity and riots in 
the country in the beginning of the month of Mehr 
(September) this year. Who designed these plans? 
I openly state that these schemes were designed 
by the US, the usurping, fake, Zionist regime, and 
their mercenaries. They sat down and planned. 
They devised these schemes. Their employees, 
mercenaries, wage earners, and some treasonous 
Iranians abroad helped them,” the Leader said. 

He added, “Sometimes when I say ‘a certain 
event was planned by a foreign enemy,’ some 
are very sensitive to the term ‘foreign enemy.’ 
When I say, ‘Such and such was the work 
of foreigners. It was carried out by foreign 
enemies,’ some quickly jump to the defense of 
the US and Zionist intelligence services. They 
use all sorts of fallacious analyses and rhetoric 
to try to show that foreigners were not in any 
way involved in that event.”

IRGC busts terrorist group planning to assassinate Arab figures in Khuzestan



By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN- National Housing 
Movement to construct four million 
housing units in four years is one 
of the major plans of the current 
government in the housing sector.

According to the plan, out of 
these four million residential units, 
3.2 million units will be constructed 
in cities and 800,000 units in 
villages, some of these units are 
currently being constructed after 
providing lands and preparing the 
necessary conditions.

On Sunday, Hadi Abbasi-Asl, the 
deputy minister of transport and 
urban development, announced 
that currently, at least one million 
units of the National Housing 
Movement are under construction 
with average progress of about 30 
percent.

After National Housing 
Action Plan (started in 2018), 
National Housing Movement is 
the government’s second major 
program to provide affordable 
housing units for the low-income 
classes.

The operation for the 
construction of 209,212 residential 
units of the National Housing 
Movement began in early February.

The ceremony to begin the 

mentioned operation and also 
to launch some development 
projects in the housing sector was 
attended by Transport and Urban 
Development Minister Rostam 
Qasemi.

Also, in late July, the minister 
inaugurated a project for the 
construction of the first group 
of affordable housing units for 
laborers under the framework of 
the National Housing Movement.

And on Saturday, the deputy 
head of the Housing Foundation 
of Islamic Revolution announced 
that 195,000 units of the National 

Housing Movement are under 
construction in the rural areas, and 
stressed that the figure will reach 
240,000 units by the eleventh 
Iranian calendar month Bahman 
(January 21, 2023).

Majid Joudi also announced that 
the rural housing loan which was 
one billion rials ($3,500) until last 
month has risen to two billion rials 
($7,000).

Also on Sunday, Abbasi-Asl 
announced that the construction 
of 180,000 National Housing 
Movement units in the rural areas 
has reached progress of over 50 

percent.

Implementation of the National 
Housing Movement plan in rural 
areas is considered an effective 
measure to prevent the migration 
of villagers to the cities.

Considering the policy of 
preventing migration from the 
villages to the outskirts of the 
cities, the implementation of 
the National Housing Movement 
plan in the villages, in addition to 
creating jobs, provides a housing 
basis for the villagers.

The development of the National 
Housing Movement in cities with 
a population of fewer than 25,000 
people and villages is a need, 
and the implementation of the 
National Housing Movement plan 
has an effective role in reducing 
the population pressure on the big 
cities.

In this due, the share of villages 
in the National Housing Movement 
should be increased in order to 
promote the sustainability of 
staying in the villages.

It is also suggested that the 
lands be annexed to the villages 
or the barren lands that are no 
longer capable of agriculture be 
purchased from the villagers and 
changed their use to be transferred 
to residential. 

TEHRAN- The value of non-oil export from 
Bushehr province, in the southwest of Iran, 
rose 60 percent in the first seven months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-October 22), as compared to the same 
period of time in the past year, a provincial 
official announced.

Ali Soleymani, the director-general of 
Bushehr Customs Department, said that 
16.838 million tons of commodities worth 
$8.686 billion were exported from the province 
in the first seven months of the present year, 
indicating also 10 percent rise in terms of 
weight year on year.

He named petrochemical and mineral 
products, fishery and vegetables as the 
main exported items and China, United Arab 
Emirates, India, South Africa, Turkey, Pakistan, 
Sudan, Nigeria, Mozambique and Thailand as 
the major exported destinations.

One of the important capacities of the 
coastal province of Bushehr on the edge of the 
Persian Gulf is maritime trade and economic 
connection with different countries. Bushehr 
province has the longest sea border with 
the Persian Gulf, and in this regard, various 
customs and port services are provided for 
traders and merchants on the shores of 
Bushehr province.

The value of export from the province rose 
67 percent in the past Iranian calendar year 
1400 (ended on March 20), from its preceding 
year.

The value of export from Bushehr stood 
at $10.136 billion in the past year, and the 
weight of exported commodities, including 
gas condensate, at 25.78 million tons, with six 
percent growth year on year.

Also, 25.506 million tons of non-oil goods, 
excluding gas condensate, worth $9.9 billion 
were exported from Bushehr province in 
the previous year, showing 73 percent and 
six percent annual rise in terms of value and 
weight, respectively.

Petrochemical products, gas condensate, 

minerals, fisheries, and vegetables were the 
main exported items, and China, the United 
Arab Emirates, India, Pakistan, Turkey, South 
Africa, Nigeria, Brazil, Mozambique and Qatar 
were the major export destinations of the 
province’s products in the past year.

As announced by the spokesman of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-
oil export rose 5.6 percent during the first 
seven months of the current Iranian calendar 
year, as compared to the same period of time 
in the past year.

According to Morteza Emadi, Iran exported 
61.283 million tons of goods valued at $28.406 
billion in the mentioned seven months, 
registering an 18.2-percent decline in weight.

Liquefied propane, methanol, liquefied 
butane, film-grade polyethylene, petroleum 
bitumen, liquefied natural gas, urea, iron and 
steel ingots, and light oils and petroleum 
products were the main exported products in 
the said time span, accounting for 41.9 percent 
of the total value of the exports.

Major export destinations of the Iranian 
non-oil goods were China with $9.181 billion 
of imports, Iraq with $4.029 billion, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) with $3.476 billion, 
Turkey with $3.081 billion, and India with 
$1.098 billion.

According to the official, the Islamic 
Republic has also imported 19.747 million tons 
of non-oil commodities worth $31.727 billion 
in the first seven months of the present year, 
with a 14.4-percent growth in value and a 
15.7-percent decrease in weight, year on year.

The first five items of goods imported into 
the country in the said period include corn, rice, 
wheat, soybeans, cell phones, sunflower and 
safflower oil, tractors, and unrefined sugar.

The United Arab Emirates with $9.435 billion 
was the top exporter to Iran in the mentioned 
seven months, followed by China with $8.284 
billion, Turkey with $3.218 billion, India with 
$1.695 billion, and Germany with $991 million 
worth of exports.

Reportedly, the value of Iran’s non-oil trade 
rose 10 percent during the first seven months 
of the present year, as compared to the same 
period of time in the past year.

Iran traded 81.03 million tons of non-oil 
products worth $60.133 billion with other 
countries in the mentioned period.

The weight of the total non-oil trade in the 
said time span declined 17.6 percent, year on 
year.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 16,351 points to 
1.344 million on Sunday.

As reported, over 7.558 billion securities 
worth 39.15 trillion rials (about $135 million) 
were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 16,502 points and 
the second market’s index gained 18,892 points.

TEDPIX gained 43,000 points to 1.283 million 
in the past Iranian calendar week (ended on 
Friday).

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. The other three ones 

are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter 
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN - Head of Iranian Petroleum 
Industries Equipment Manufacturers 
Association (known as SIPIEM) has said over 
17 percent of the country’s knowledge-based 
companies are active in the oil, gas, and 
petrochemical sectors, Shana reported.

Speaking at a conference on the promotion 
of knowledge-based companies dubbed 
“Development of relations with knowledge-
based and technological companies”, Ehsan 
Saqafi said the financial turnover of knowledge-
based companies has increased 10 times over 
the past five years, from 350 trillion rials (about 
$1.2 billion) to 3.5 quadrillion rials (about $12 
billion) at the beginning of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21).

The official noted that more than 40 percent 
of the knowledge-based companies active in the 
oil, gas, and petrochemical sectors are members 
of the SIPIEM.

According to Saqafi, the number of SIPIEM 
members that have knowledge-based activities 
has currently reached 231 companies which 
account for four percent of the country’s total 
number of knowledge-based companies.

“These companies are responsible for about 
10 percent of the financial turnover of the 
country’s all knowledge-based companies,” he 
added.

Organized by Bandar Imam Petrochemical 
Company, the “Development of relations with 
knowledge-based and technological companies” 

conference was held on Saturday.

The current Iranian calendar year 1401 is 
named “Knowledge-Based Production and 
Job Creation” by Leader of Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.

In a meeting with some officials of the country 
in April, the Leader referred to the motto of this 
year and called the oil-free economy a long-
term goal, saying that at least two governments 
in eight-year responsibilities must work to solve 
this problem (reliance on oil income).

In line with materializing the motto of the 
year, Oil Ministry and all of its subsidiaries have 
announced strong determination and prepared 
plans to this end.

Oil Minister Javad Oji has said, “We will 
increase oil production and reduce the import 
needs of the oil industry by relying on the power 
of knowledge-based production”.

“At the Ministry of Oil, we called in five areas 

so that we could use the potential of knowledge-
based companies to increase production. 
Low-efficiency wells and optimization of fuel 
consumption in collecting gases, import needs 
of the ministry, and the chain of petrochemical 
complementary industries are among these 
areas”, the minister said in late April.

“During the short time that this government 
has been established various exhibitions of 
knowledge-based companies have been held, 
which I believe that they have a very good 
potential in both the upstream and downstream 
sectors”, Oji further reiterated.

“According to the order of the Leader, the 

industry should become knowledge-based; it is 
possible, and we have started the work in this 
due”, the oil minister noted.

“Also, with our call, very good and capable 
companies came forward, and the new formats 
of contracts we have designed will motivate 
these companies for cooperation”, he added.

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s exports to the 
United States increased by 18 folds in the first nine 
months of 2022 from the same period in 2021, IRIB 
reported.

Based on the data released by the United States 
Census Bureau, the U.S. imported commodities 
worth $10.9 million from Iran in the first nine 
months of this year, while the figure was only 
$600,000 in the same period of time in the past 
year.

According to the mentioned data, the two 
countries traded $42.2 million worth of goods in 
the mentioned nine months which was 42 percent 
more than the figure in the first nine months of 2021 
when the trade between the two sides amounted to 
$29.9 million.

The United States Census Bureau’s data shows 
that the value of U.S. export to Iran increased seven 
percent to $31.3 million in the nine-month period of 
this year, from $29.3 million in the same time span 

of the previous year.

As previously reported by this bureau, the value 
of trade between Iran and the United States was 
$23.8 million in the first half of 2022, rising 18 
percent from the figure in the first half of 2021.

The U.S. imported commodities worth $5 million 
from Iran in the first half of this year, while the 
figure was $300,000 in the same period of time in 
the past year.

TEHRAN – Iranian Finance and 
Economic Affairs Minister Ehsan 
Khandouzi has appointed Hojatollah 
Abdolmaleki as the new secretary of 
the Free Zones High Council, IRNA 
reported.

In a decree on Saturday, 
Abdolmaleki was tasked to take 
all the necessary measures for 
strengthening the position of the 
free trade zones in the country’s 
economy by making the zones more 
attractive for investors and by 
further supporting producers and 
exporters in these areas.

Facilitation of business 
and offering tax and customs 
exemptions, submission of a draft 
for amending the law on how to 
manage free zones, combating 
smuggling by establishing customs 
at the zones, and focusing on quality 

were also among the subjects 
emphasized by the economy 
minister in his decree.

Monitoring the performance of 
the country’s free zones with the aim 
of expanding exports and increasing 
economic ties with neighboring 
countries, encouraging investment 
and joint ventures, setting rules for 
dismissal and appointing qualified 
managers for zones, reforming 
the revenue system of regional 

organizations to reduce imports, 
strengthening centralized regional 
management and eliminating 
inconsistencies and reduction of 
deprivation in the regions where the 
zones lie are also some of the duties 
of the new secretary.

Abdolmaleki is replacing Saeed 
Mohammad who was in charge of 
the mentioned position since last 
September.

The establishment of free trade 
zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back to the 
Iranian calendar year 1368 (March 
1989 - March 1990) following the 
fall in the country’s oil income in 
the preceding year which prompted 
the government to promote non-oil 
exports.

The first two free trade zones of 
Iran were established in the south 
of the country. The first one was 

Kish Free Trade Zone established in 
1368 on Kish Island in the Persian 
Gulf and the second one was Qeshm 
Free Trade Zone established the year 
after on Qeshm Island in the Strait 
of Hormuz. 

Some five other free trade zones 
have been also established in 
the country since then, including 
Chabahar in southeastern Sistan-
Baluchestan Province, Arvand in 
southwestern Khuzestan Province, 
Anzali in northern Gilan Province, 
Aras in East-Azarbaijan Province 
and Maku in West-Azarbaijan 
Province, both in the northwest of 
the country. 

The development of existing free 
trade zones and the establishment 
of new FTZs has become one of the 
major economic approaches of the 
Iranian government.

from page 1   Thailand can take practical 
steps in expanding trade and customs ties 
and also combat smuggling by the full 
implementation of the provisions in the 
signed MOU.

He further noted that considering the 
importance of the transfer of experience and 
knowledge between the experts of the two 
countries, IRICA is ready to organize study 
and training visits for the experts of the 
two countries to exchange experiences and 
knowledge.

According to Moghadasi, the MOU can be 
put in effect within a month.

Anuntasilpa, for his part, stated that the 
signing of the MOU indicates that the customs 
of the two states have a positive view and a 
practical approach to enhancing customs 
cooperation.
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ECONOMY National Housing Movement in villages 
effective in preventing migration

We will increase oil 
production and reduce 

import needs of oil industry 
by relying on power 
of knowledge-based 

production: Oji

Iran, Thailand customs ink 
cooperation MOU 

Non-oil export from Bushehr province 
up 60% in 7 months on year

TEDPIX gains 16,000 points on Sunday

Over 17% of Iran’s knowledge-based companies work in oil industry

New secretary of Free Zones High Council appointed

Iran’s exports to U.S. rise 18 folds in 9 months yr/yr



No accountability for Israeli war crimes 
From page 1   On 5 August 2022, 

Israel launched a three-day massacre 
on the occupied Gaza, which it 
claimed was a “pre-emptive” military 
operation. In other words, not a 
single projectile had been fired by the 
Palestinian resistance fighters.

The terror regime focused its 
attack on the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad resistance movement and 
was forced to sign an embarrassing 
ceasefire after three days, as it could 
not withstand the strength of one of 
the slightly lesser powerful resistance 
groups in Gaza. Hamas was not 
involved this time.

Nevertheless, the indiscriminate 
Israeli attacks on what is widely 
labelled as the world’s largest 
open air prison brought more 
deeply distressing and a disturbing 
experience for the Gazans, especially 
children.

According to Amnesty 
International in one attack, an Israeli 
drone fired at children at a cemetery 
killing five of them.

“Israel’s latest offensive 
on Gaza lasted only three days, but 
that was ample time to unleash 
fresh trauma and destruction 
on the besieged population. The 
three deadly attacks we examined 
must be investigated as war 
crimes; all victims of unlawful 
attacks and their families deserve 
justice and reparations,” said 
Agnes Callamard, Amnesty 
International’s Secretary General. 

“These violations were perpetrated 
in the context of Israel’s ongoing illegal 
blockade on Gaza, which is a key tool 
of its apartheid regime. Palestinians 
in Gaza are dominated, oppressed 
and segregated, trapped in a 15-year 
nightmare where recurrent unlawful 
attacks punctuate a worsening 
humanitarian crisis. As well as 
investigating war crimes committed 
in Gaza, the ICC should consider the 
crime against humanity of apartheid 
within its current investigation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories.” 

Since 2012, Israeli rulers have 
denied international rights groups 
access to the  Gaza Strip, so 

Amnesty International collaborated 
with a fieldworker who visited 17 
attack sites and collected evidence 
such as photographs of weapons 
remnants. The organization’s 
weapons expert and evidence Lab 
analysed evidence collected on the 
ground, as well as satellite imagery 
and other open-source material 
such as footage of attacks.

According to the UN, 49 Palestinians 
were killed as a result of the Israeli 
bombardment. Many of them were 
children. The reports that emerged in 
the weeks following the Israeli attack 
shows more Palestinian children 
succumbed to their wounds.

In one attack that Amnesty 
investigated occurred around 
the evening of August 7, when a 
missile fired by a warplane hit Al-
Falluja cemetery in Jabalia in the 
northern Gaza Strip. The attack killed 
five children: Nadhmi Abu Karsh, 15; 
and cousins Jamil Najmiddine Nejem, 
four, Jamil Ihab Nejem, 14, Hamed 
Haidar Nejem, 16, and Muhammad 
Salah Nejem, 16. Amir Abu al-Mi’za, 8, 
was seriously injured and has shrapnel 
stuck near his spinal cord. 

The children all lived in the severely 
overcrowded Jabalia refugee camp. 
Haidar Nejem, Hamed Nejem’s father, 
told the rights group that they often 
played in the cemetery where there 
was more space. 

But on that day, fifteen-year-
old Nadhmi Abu Karsh was visiting 
his mother’s grave when the strike 
occurred. His father Fayez said: 

“Suddenly, we heard the sound of 
a missile exploding very close to us. 
I rushed to the cemetery like almost 
everyone else in the neighbourhood. 
People started to collect body parts, 
carrying shreds. Parents could not 
recognize the bodies of their own 
children. They did not know if the 
bits they were holding belonged to 
their sons.” 

Amnesty International’s 
weapons expert determined that 
finely machined metal pieces 
photographed by the fieldworker 
at the site were consistent with 
fragments from an Israeli guided 
missile. Local residents reported 
hearing the sound of a drone flying 
overhead shortly before the attack.  

So Israel deliberately killed these 
children and this is not the first time 
Israel deliberately murders children 
during its regular offensives on the 
Gaza Strip.

This policy has been used for 
a long time now and is aimed at 
turning the Palestinian residents of 
the besieged coastal strip against 
the Palestinian resistance that is 
defending the tiny enclave.

Experts agree that this Israeli 
strategy hasn’t worked and will not 
succeed. 

In another case, Israeli drones 
hovered over a civilian home before 
a tank fired a shell that blew the 
house to pieces killing Duniana 
al-Amour, a 22-year-old fine arts 
student who lived with her parents. 

Amnesty International says its 
evidence shows there was no armed 
Palestinian resistance forces in the 
area at the time.

Amnesty International’s latest 
research just adds to the growing list 
of evidence of the regime’s war crimes 
against the Palestinians.

Not only Israel does not allow human 
rights organizations to Gaza it also 
prevents UN-appointed investigators, 
including the UN Independent 
International Commission of Inquiry 
on the Occupied West Bank as well 
as UN special rapporteurs access to 
these areas to investigate violations of 
international law.

The silence of the West towards 
Israeli massacres is disturbing. Not 
only is Israel getting away with war 
crimes and many other atrocities, 
the U.S. and its Western allies are 
also arming, funding and training 
the regime. 

This double standard approach is a 
stain on the international community, 
in particular the UN Security Council, 
which is failing to fulfill its mandate. 

The fact that Israel is not being 
held accountable for its war crimes 
while unfounded accusations are 
levelled against other countries. 
Such accusations are quickly 
followed by Western sanctions and 
other punitive measures. This shows 
there is an urgent need for a change 
in world order. 

A new world order that is just, fair; 
one that recognizes terrorists as 
they are and does not classify them 
as good and bad.

And a world order that allows 
legitimate resistance against 
regimes committing war crimes.

How many children have been 
left orphans as a result of Israeli 
and American invasions and wars in 
West Asia? 

How many parents have lost their 
kids as a result of Israeli and U.S. 
wars in West Asia? Is there no justice 
for these innocent civilians, and more 
importantly for how long will the U.S. 
and Israel get away with murdering 
civilians in other countries. 

By Mohammad Hassan Nikbin
TEHRAN - The European Union is facing a serious 

and urgent threat in terms of energy supply resulting 
from the Ukraine war. Since Russia has been an 
outstanding supplier of gas for Europe, finding a 
sustainable alternative seems to be really difficult. 

Meanwhile the latest news from different 
countries in Europe reveals a very hard time with 
coming freezing weather. 

The US-EU relationship has become interesting 
in this very context. Kevin Barret, an American 
political commentator, believes that the current 
situation is a rare chance for Europe to prove its 
abilities and decide to be less dependent on US. 

Following is Tehran Times interview with 
Kevin Barret, writer of precious books including 
“Imperial Crisis”:

How has the Ukraine war caused energy 
crisis in Europe?

The US provoked the Ukraine war in order to 
force Europe to obey American sanctions against 
Russia and stop buying cheap Russian natural gas. 
Thanks to the war and ensuing sanctions, the US 
can now sell Europe vast quantities of liquid gas 
at exorbitant prices. Europe’s economy has been 
crippled, and immense wealth transferred from 
Europe to the US, allowing the US to maintain its 
position of dominance over the EU.

Ensuring control over Europe is a prime strategic 
imperative for the US. Since the EUs population 
is 450 million while the US population is only 
330 million, and the respective economies are of 
comparable size, the EU is theoretically in a position 
to break free from the US and assert itself as an 
equal or greater superpower on the world stage. 
A truly independent Europe would choose to make 
win-win trade deals with Russia, China, and the rest 
of Eurasia, sidelining the US and ending American 
imperial domination of the planet.

The US doesn’t want that to happen. So, it 
uses a divide-and-conquer strategy to ensure 
that Europe never achieves the cohesion and 
economic might that would allow it to free itself 
of the US occupation that has continued since 
World War II under the euphemism NATO. The 
threat of a potentially free and sovereign Europe, 
and not the alleged dangers posed by Russia, is 
the real reason for the war in Ukraine which is a 
US war of aggression against Germany and the 
EU first and foremost, and only secondarily a war 
of aggression against Russia.

Has the shortage of energy resulted in inflation 
and affecting vital products in Europe?

A: Germany’s inflation rate hit double-digits in 
October, the first time that happened since 1990. 
Italy is seeing its highest inflation in 40 years. The 
rest of the Eurozone is also suffering. The source 
of all this inflation is the higher energy prices 
caused by US sanctions on Russia. Businesses that 
produce goods and services have to pay more for 
energy, and they pass the cost to consumers. As I 
mentioned in my answer to the previous question, 
much of the extra money being paid for the now 
super-expensive energy is going straight into the 
coffers of the US. That’s the main reason why the 
Euro is crashing vis-a-vis the dollar. Also, the dollar 
has historically been strong in times of panic or 
uncertainty, and the US has a habit of deliberately 
provoking panic and uncertainty by orchestrating 
wars and crises, most recently the war on Germany 
and Russia through Ukraine.

How can the EU manage to tackle the issue? 
Are European governments providing support to 
ordinary people?

EU countries have generous welfare states, 
at least compared to the US and many other 
countries. The Europeans subsidize transportation 
and other infrastructure, offer free medical care 
and lavish unemployment benefits, and generally 
keep poverty and hardship to a minimum. That 
said, those European welfare states are going to 
be challenged this winter as the energy supply 
dwindles to the point that it may no longer be 
able to meet demand. Already factories and 
small businesses are shutting down. European 
governments may find it difficult to keep their 
people warm and fed. This is likely to provoke 
popular uprisings, including protests demanding 
that the EU drop the sanctions on Russia that are 
causing the hardship. We are already seeing such 
protests in several European countries. Prague has 
seen anti-sanction protests of more than 70,000 
people. Nuclear reactor workers are on strike in 
France. In Britain, hundreds of thousands of nurses, 
postal workers, and others have been striking. Tens 
of thousands have been protesting energy prices 
in Brussels. Such protests will probably intensify 
during the coming cold, dark winter.

Is there any relationship between the 
economic-financial crisis and France vs. Italy’s 
divorce from the EU?

Italy’s populist leaders in the new government 
headed by Giorgia Meloni have been cheering on the 

French Yellow Vest protestors. Outraged, French 
president Macron retaliated by calling populism 
a kind of leprosy. The Meloni-Macron divorce 
symbolizes the clash between Macrons Rothschild-
centered neoliberal banking elites who currently 
run Europe alongside their US national security 
state friends, versus the new wave of nationalist 
populism represented by Meloni, Marine Le Pen, 
and the Alternative for Germany Party. These 
populists are Euroskeptics who have traditionally 
been focused on cracking down on immigration. 
But as the winter of 2022-2023 brings economic 
hardship if not outright catastrophe to Europe, 
the populists may start calling for dropping the 
sanctions on Russia. Berlusconi, an important 
power behind Melonis coalition, seems already 
on board with that program, and other European 
populists will presumably follow.

What role does America play in supporting its 
old allies? Have these steps been effective?

The EU is not an ally of the US, but a coalition of 
vassal states that have been under US military and 
economic occupation since the end of World War II. 
The US committed a holocaust against Germany 
during and immediately after that war, firebombing 
whole cities full of civilians and starving millions of 
German POWs and civilians to death during the first 
few years of the occupation. The US traumatized and 
propagandized the German people so severely that 
they essentially became brainwashed, self-hating 
zombie slaves. Global media and academia, owned 
by the Americans and Zionists, fabricated a mythical 
victor’s history of World War II that essentially turned 
reality on its head and portrayed the US as the 
generous rebuilder of Germany by way of the Marshall 
Plan. But the reality is that the Marshall Plan was only 
implemented after the Morganthau plan to murder 
millions of Germans had done its bloody work.

Far from being a generous ally, the US is and 
has always been a self-interested occupier of 
Europe. The current US-instigated destruction 
of Europe, hinging on depriving EU nations 
of cheap energy in order to cripple them 
economically and subordinate them politically, 
might be called the New Morganthau Plan.

That said, the US may have to grant generous 
aid packages or loans to help keep the EU from 
starving and freezing this winter. If it does, the 
motivation will not be altruistic. Instead, the 
US will be seeking to stop the European people 
from rising up to overthrow US occupation and 
seize control of their own destiny.

American analyst: Ensuring control over Europe a prime strategic imperative for Washington
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US reportedly 
urging Ukraine to 
talk to Russia 

The US is privately encouraging Ukraine’s leaders 
to drop their public refusal to engage in peace talks 
unless President Vladimir Putin is removed from 
power, the Washington Post reports. 

The newspaper cites unnamed sources as saying 
the request by American officials was a calculated 
attempt to ensure Kyiv maintains the support of 
other nations. 

 The request by American officials is not aimed 
at pushing Ukraine to the negotiating table, these 
people said. Rather, they called it a calculated 
attempt to ensure the government in Kyiv maintains 
the support of other nations facing constituencies 
wary of fueling a war for many years to come.

Biden, Obama, 
Trump rally in 
Pennsylvania 
ahead of midterms

US President Joe Biden has told voters in 
Pennsylvania that Tuesday’s midterm election 
will be a “defining moment” for the country’s 
democracy, as his predecessor and rival Donald 
Trump called for a “giant red” Republican wave to 
defeat the Democrats.

The biggest names in politics in the United States, 
including Democrats Biden and former President 
Barack Obama, as well as Trump, a Republican, 
were in Pennsylvania on Saturday hoping to tip the 
balance in a pivotal midterm Senate race between 
Democratic Lieutenant Governor John Fetterman 
and Republican celebrity doctor Mehmet Oz.

Polls put Republicans in a dead heat with 
Democrats for the Senate and also show them well 
ahead in the fight for the House of Representatives 
as voters, already riled up by culture wars around 
gay rights and abortion, seek to take out frustration 
over four-decades-high inflation and violent crimes.

“Folks, three days, three days until one of the most 
important elections in our lifetime. The outcome is 
going to shape our country for decades to come, and the 
power to shape that outcome is in your hands,” Biden 
told thousands of supporters in the city of Philadelphia.

“It’s a choice. A choice between two vastly different 
visions of America.”

Trump, who sources say is preparing to launch a 
third consecutive run for the White House after the 
midterms, continues to falsely claim that his 2020 
defeat by Biden was the result of widespread fraud. 
Multiple courts, state agencies, and members of his 
own administration have rejected that claim as untrue.

Still, opinion polls show a significant number 
of Republican voters accept the claim, as do many 
candidates for Congress, governor and state offices 
overseeing election administration.

UN weather report: 
Climate woes bad 
and getting worse 
faster 
 Earth’s warming weather and rising seas are 

getting worse and doing so faster than before, the 
World Meteorological Organization warned Sunday 
in a somber note as world leaders started gathering 

for international climate negotiations. 
 “The latest State of the Global Climate report 

is a chronicle of climate chaos,” United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said. “We must 
answer the planet’s distress signal with action -- 
ambitious, credible climate action.” 

 In its annual state of the climate report, the 
United Nations’ weather agency said that sea 
level rise in the past decade was double what 
it was in the 1990s and since January 2020 has 
jumped at a higher rate than that. Since the 
decade began, seas are rising at 5 millimeters a 
year (.2 inches) compared to 2.1 millimeters (.08 
inches) in the 1990s.

Tanzanian 
Precision Air plane 
crashes into Lake 
Victoria

A Tanzanian passenger plane has crashed into 
Lake Victoria as it attempted to land in the lakeside 
town of Bukoba, killing at least three people.

The Precision Air flight was carrying 43 people, 26 
of whom have been rescued and sent to hospital, an 
official said.

The two pilots survived the crash but remain 
trapped inside the cockpit and have been speaking 
to local officials.

Rescue workers and local fishermen are on the 
scene trying to rescue those still inside the aircraft.

Japan hosts int’l 
fleet review amid 
North Korea 
concerns, South 
Korea joins

Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force held an 
international naval fleet review Sunday in the 
wake of North Korea firing off ballistic missiles at 
an unprecedented pace, with South Korea’s navy 
participating amid efforts by the two East Asian 
neighbors to thaw their icy relations.

The MSDF said that 18 vessels from 12 nations, 
including Australia, Canada, India and the United 
States, as well as a total of six French and U.S. 
warplanes, joined the review.

A mass of vessels and aircraft gathered at Sagami 
Bay off Kanagawa Prefecture, with Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida inspecting the fleets.

On board the MSDF carrier Izumo, Kishida said 
North Korea has been launching ballistic missiles, 
including intercontinental ballistic missiles, more 
frequently than ever since earlier this year.

“North Korea fired a missile that flew over our 
country,” Kishida said, referring to one launched 
on Oct. 4. “We can never tolerate (North Korea’s) 
nuclear and missile development,” he said.

The prime minister also said Japan cannot accept 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, saying, “Unilateral 
attempts to change the status quo by force, such as 
the invasion of Ukraine, must never be tolerated in 
any part of the world.”

In a veiled reference against China, Kishida 
said, “The security environment surrounding our 
country, including the East China Sea and the 
South China Sea, is rapidly becoming more severe,” 
stressing the necessity to prepare against any 
threat and vowing to drastically ramp up Japan’s 
defense capabilities.

WORLD HEADLINES



TEHRAN –An online photo 
exhibit of historical Iranian 
monuments is currently 
underway in Italy, CHTN reported 
on Sunday.

The exhibit showcases photos 
of the historical sites and aging 
monuments across the country, 
before and after restoration, the 
report added. 

Organized by Iran’s cultural 
office in Rome, the exhibit will 
run for one week.

 Some experts believe Iran 
is still somehow “unknown” to 
many potential travelers due 
to the Western “media war”. 
Several estimates have been 
released so far on the extent 
of the tourism-related losses 
incurred by the pandemic.

According to the data 
compiled by the tourism 
ministry, the tourism of the 
country was growing before the 
corona outbreak, its revenues 
reached $11.7 billion in 2019, 
which accounted for 2.8% of 
GDP, nearing the average share 
of tourism in the world GDP, 
which was 3.2 percent. Some 
8.7 million foreign nationals 
visited Iran during the Iranian 
year (1398) and Iran was ranked 
as the second fastest-growing 
country in tourism based on 
data compiled by the World 
Tourism Organization.

Experts expect Iran to 

achieve a tourism boom after 
the coronavirus is contained, 
believing its impact would be 
temporary and short-lived 
for a country that ranked the 
third fastest-growing tourism 
destination in 2019.

The Islamic Republic expects 
to reap a bonanza from its 
numerous tourist spots such as 
bazaars, museums, mosques, 
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, 
mausoleums, churches, towers, 
and mansions, of which 26 are 
inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list. Under the 2025 
Tourism Vision Plan, Iran aims to 
increase the number of tourist 
arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 

to 20 million in 2025.

 Ancient Iran, also known 
as Persia, historic region of 
southwestern Asia that is only 
roughly coterminous with 
modern Iran. The term Persia 
was used for centuries, chiefly 
in the West, to designate 
those regions where the 
Persian language and culture 
predominated, but it more 
correctly refers to a region of 
southern Iran formerly known 
as Persis, alternatively as Pars 
or Parsa, modern Fars.

 Parsa was the name of an 
Indo-European nomadic people 
who migrated into the region 
about 1000 BC. The first mention 

of Parsa occurs in the annals 
of Shalmanesar II, an Assyrian 
king, in 844 BC.

 During the rule of the Persian 
Achaemenian dynasty (559–330 
BC), the ancient Greeks first 
encountered the inhabitants of 
Persis on the Iranian plateau, 
when the Achaemenids—natives 
of Persis—were expanding 
their political sphere. The 
Achaemenids were the dominant 
dynasty during Greek history 
until the time of Alexander the 
Great, and the use of the name 
Persia was gradually extended 
by the Greeks and other peoples 
to apply to the whole Iranian 
plateau.

TEHRAN–Gastronomy tourism in Iran 
could be developed by the revival of old 
Iranian cuisine, a tourism expert has said.

The revival of some old Iranian foods, 
which have been forgotten through time, is 
a very effective way to attract and sustain 
tourists, particularly domestic sightseers, 
IRNA quoted Zahra Larijani as saying on 
Sunday.

Iran has a unique capacity in this field, 
and various ancient cuisines can be found in 
each province, she added.

Depending on the different regions, 
ancient Iranian foods had many ingredients 
and various cooking methods, she noted.

Iran, where every province and even every 
city has its specific delectable dishes, maybe 
a paradise for foodies. 

Usually, the cornerstone of the Persian 

meal is rice or Polo. Persian cuisine is, above 
all, about balance — of tastes and flavors, 
textures and temperatures. In every meal, 
even on every plate, you’ll find both sweet 
and sour, soft and crunchy, cooked and raw, 
hot and cold.

No Persian meal is complete without an 
abundance of herbs. Every table is set with 
sabzi-khordan, a basket of fresh herbs, 

radishes, and scallions, which are eaten 
raw and by the handful, often tucked into a 
piece of fresh flatbread with a bite of feta, 
cucumber, or walnuts.

Experts believe that food tourism has 
become one of the most dynamic and 
creative segments of tourism and, at the 
same time, has naturally positioned itself 
as an element of diversification of tourism 
with a high impact on the promotion of 
sustainable development at the regional 
and local levels.

In 2020, Iran joined an online campaign 
launched by the UNWTO to promote 
gastronomy as an essential part of 
tourism. Iranian cuisine, usually dominated 
by fragrant herbs, varies from region to 
region. It principally accentuates freshness, 
deliciousness, and colorfulness.

 TEHRAN— Over 13,000 foreign travelers 
paid visits to Astan-e Qods Razavi Museum 
and Library, which is located in Mashhad, 
northeast Iran.

“Astan-e Qods Razavi Museum and Library 
was toured by 13,195 foreign nationals 
during the first half of the year,” ISNA quoted 
a local official as saying on Sunday.

Astan-e Qods Razavi Museum and Library, 
which is adjacent to the holy shrine of Imam 
Reza (AS), houses over 78,000 copies of 
rare Islamic manuscripts. It showcases rare 
artworks and historical and ancient objects 
as well.

Founded in 1937, the museum owes 
its origins to the remarkable collection 
of artifacts and manuscripts which have 
been acquired and preserved intact in the 
treasury of the shrine through the centuries. 

Moreover, it contains a noticeable 
collection of articles that were once in use 
in the shrine and handicrafts, works of art, 
and antiquities that have been donated by 
the devotees of Imam Reza (AS). The records 
stored in the archives of the museum, which 
are relative to such collections, indicate how 
systematically they have been cataloged by 
the treasurers in the course of their service.

Mashhad is Iran’s holiest and second-
largest city. Its raison d’être and main sight 
is the striking massive shrine complex of 
Imam Reza (AS), the eighth Shia Imam. 
Mashhad attracts millions of pilgrims each 
year.

TEHRAN—Mining tourism in 
Zanjan needs more investment, 
the provincial tourism chief has 
said.

There is a great deal of 
potential for boosting mining 
tourism in this province, which 
needs more investment, Seyyed 
Saeid Safavi explained on 
Saturday.

The province’s tourism 
directorate has made efforts 
to attract investors from the 
private sector, the official added.

A leading mining tourism 
attraction in the province is the 
Anguran zinc and lead mine, 
which could be the focal point of 
the investors, he noted.

Providing the necessary 
fields and developing mining 
tourism can lead to dynamic 

employment and high returns in 
this sector, he mentioned.

However, accommodation and 
hospitality infrastructure need 
to be developed in the area, he 
stated.

Located 130 kilometers 
west of the provincial capital 
of Zanjan, Anguran mine is 
considered the largest lead and 
zinc mine in West Asia and is one 
of the few active mines in the 

country.

About 500 miners work in 
different sections of Anguran 
mine, which date back to 1922.

In 2020, Iran started to 
promote mining tourism by 
launching the first project in the 
Anguran lead and zinc mine.

Mining tourism is a type of 
adventure tourism that has 
gained many fans around the 
world. Because of the interest 
of tourists in this category, 
mining tourism has become one 
of the most interesting forms 
of tourism in the world for 
some time, and it has also been 
proposed as a way of developing 
old industrial areas.

The mines can be included in 
a tourism package in different 
regions where tourist arrivals 

can have a positive effect on 
the local economy. Because 
of these potentials, they 
can help create sustainable 
development, job creation, 
and poverty reduction in more 
remote areas of the country and 
prevent environmental, social, 
and economic damage in local 
communities.

In recent years, Iran has 
developed new programs 
for tourism development 
in different branches of the 
industry including agritourism, 
which is a subset of a larger 
industry called rural tourism 
that includes resorts, off-
site farmers’ markets, non-
profit agricultural tours, and 
other leisure and hospitality 
businesses that attract visitors 
to the countryside.

from page 1   Many domestic experts 
believe that medical tourism in Iran is a win-
win opportunity both for the country and 
foreign patients, as they are offered affordable 
yet quality treatment services and the country 
gains considerable foreign currency.

While most travelers strive to stay out of 
the hospital during the holidays, an increasing 
number of people are crossing international 
borders to get medical services.

Experts say, to promote medical tourism, it 
is necessary to recognize the strategic medical 
tourism status of each province in the country, 
supply a specialized workforce, provide high-

quality services, improve infrastructure, and 
promote a positive attitude toward authorities 
to support the medical tourism industry.

Amongst Iran’s trump cards are the 
presence of credible surgeons and physicians, 
cutting-edge medical technologies, high-
tech medicine and diverse specializations, 
super affordable procedures, and finally its 
hospitable people.

The Islamic Republic has set goals to 
exceed its yearly medical travelers to around 
two million in [calendar year] 1404 (March 
2025-March 2026).

TEHRAN –The Qajar-era (1789-1925) 
Khanom Mosque in the west-central province 
of Zanjan is scheduled to undergo some 
rehabilitation works in the near future, the 
provincial tourism has said.

The project involves repairing walls’ 
cracks, tiles and gutters, Seyyed Saeid Safavi 

explained on Sunday.

The project will be carried out by 
experienced restorers under the supervision 
of cultural heritage experts, the official added.

Zanjan is one of the cities founded by 
Sassanid King Ardashir I (180-242 CE). The 
province makes a base for wider explorations 
of the architectural wonder of Soltaniyeh. The 
subterranean delights of the Katale-Khor 
caves, colorful mountains, and the UNESCO-
registered Takht-e Soleiman ruins are nearby.

In January 2020, Zanjan was designated 
a “world city of filigree” by the World Crafts 
Council after the WCC assessors visited 
various craft workshops, stores, exhibits, and 
bazaars of the city in a two-day itinerary in 
December 2019.

TEHRAN – Handicraft exports from the 
northern Gilan province reached three million 
dollars during the past Iranian calendar year 
1400 (ended March 20), the provincial tourism 
chief has said.

“The value of handicrafts exports from 
Gilan reached some $3 million last year,” ISNA 
quoted Hamidreza Azarpour as saying on 
Sunday.

Gilan’s handicraft exports in the first half of 
the current (Iranian) year grew by 25 percent 
compared to the same period a year earlier, 
the official added.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official said: 
“One of our concerns is to protect cultural 
heritage.”

“Through the promotion of our traditional 
culture, we should be able to prevent a 
generation gap in the field of cultural heritage 
and handicrafts.”

Earlier this year, the provincial tourism 
directorate said that handicraft exports from 
Gilan reached some $800,000 during the first 
half of the current Iranian year.

Pottery and ceramic, woodwork, 
wickerwork, and leatherwork were amongst 
the objects exported to some European and 
neighboring countries.

Gilan is bounded by the Caspian Sea and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan on the north, Ardabil 
province on the west, Zanjan province on the 
southwest, Qazvin province on the south, and 
Mazandaran province on the east.

Gilan is well-known for its rich Iron Age 
cemeteries such as Marlik that have been 
excavated over the past century. It was 
once within the sphere of influence of the 
successive Achaemenian, Seleucid, Parthian, 
and Sassanid empires that ruled Iran until the 
7th century CE. The subsequent Arab conquest 
of Iran led to the rise of many local dynasties, 
and Gilan acquired an independent status that 
continued until 1567.

Sophisticated Rasht, the capital of Gilan 

province, has long been a weekend escape for 
residents of Tehran who are looking to sample 
the famous local cuisine and hoping for some 
pluvial action–it’s the largest and wettest 
town in the northern region. Gilan is divided 
into a coastal plain, including the large delta 
of Sefid Rud and adjacent parts of the Alborz 
mountain range.

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first globally for 
the number of cities and villages registered by 
the World Crafts Council, as China with seven 
entries, Chile with four, and India with three 
ones come next.

In January 2020, the cities of Shiraz, Malayer, 
and Zanjan and the village of Qassemabad 
were designated by the WCC- Asia-Pacific 
Region, putting Iran’s number of world crafts 
cities and villages from ten to 14.

Shiraz was named a “world city of [diverse] 
handicrafts.”Malayer was made a global hub 
for woodcarving and carved-wood furniture. 
Zanjan gained the title of a “world city of 
filigree.”And Qassemabad village, which is 
nationally known for its traditional costumes, 
was also promoted to a world hub of 
handicrafts. Chador Shab, a kind of homemade 
outer-garment for women, was, however, the 
main subject of the WCC assessment for the 
village.

Ceramics, pottery vessels, handwoven 
cloths as well as personal ornamentations 
with precious and semi-precious gemstones 
are traditionally exported to Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Germany, the U.S., the UK, and other countries.
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The rise of medical tourism in Mashhad

Qajar-era mosque in Zanjan to 
undergo restoration

Gilan handicraft exports stand at 
$3 million in year

Iran tourism can get a boost from cuisine revival: expert

Mashhad museum draws 13,000 foreign nationals in H1

Zanjan eyes further investment in mining tourism



From page 1    According to 
the studies conducted by the 
University of Tehran and the Min-
istry of Energy, about 88 percent 
of the country’s area is affected 
by desertification.

The concept of desertification 
refers to land destruction and 
vulnerability in arid and semi-ar-
id areas, in terms of land mis-
management.

In this situation, the biological 
capability and fertility of the land 
decrease and it is very difficult to 
return to the original conditions, 
Jafarian noted.

Desertification comes ma-
jorly from overexploitation of 
underground water resources 
and contamination of water 
through releasing industrial 
and agricultural waste into the 
environment.

Human activities are a primary 
cause of desertification. These 
activities include overgraz-
ing of livestock, deforestation, 
over-cultivation of farmland, and 
poor irrigation practices.

Considering that Iran is locat-
ed in an arid and semi-arid area, 
its vegetation is threatened by 
climate change and declining 
precipitation year by year.

30m ha plagued by wind ero-
sion

The latest studies conducted 
in 2018 indicate that 30 million 
hectares of land in Iran are af-
fected by wind erosion, of which 
about 14 million hectares are 
known as critical centers of wind 
erosion. These centers are areas 
that damage the biological and 
economic resources of the coun-
try, Jafarian explained.

Agricultural lands, roads, 
railways, industries, and all 
infrastructures in these areas 
are affected by wind erosion 

and are damaged.

 Over $100m annual loss

According to the studies, wind 
erosion incurs a loss of at least 
30 trillion rials (about $100 mil-
lion) annually to the quality of 
life in villages located in desert 
areas.

If we want to just maintain the 
existing conditions, we must im-
plement sustainable land man-
agement programs and combat 
desertification in at least one 
million hectares of vulnerable 
areas of the country per year, Ja-
farian said.

“One of the most important 
underlying causes of the in-
tensification of wind erosion in 
the country, especially in recent 
years, is related to the way water 
resources are managed, the de-
cline of underground water, and 
the lack of water rights.”

Plans to combat desertifica-
tion

Iran is home to about 3.8 per-
cent of the world’s total desert 

areas. Some 61 percent of the 
country’s area is covered by arid 
and semi-arid lands, which is 3.1 
times the global average.

Many countries are working to 
reduce the rates of desertification. 
Trees and other vegetation are be-
ing planted to break the force of 
the wind and to hold the soil.

Iran has a 70-year history of 
dealing with desertification and 
dust control, with about 5 mil-
lion hectares of planted forests 
in sand and dust storm hotspots, 

especially in areas with less than 
50 mm of rainfall, Ali Mohammad 
Tahmasebi, head of the nation-
al working group for mitigating 
sand and dust storms, has said.

Studies by international orga-
nizations show that the Islamic 
Republic has recorded the high-
est number of reforested desert 
areas after China, he added.

Parviz Garshasbi, deputy head 
of the Forests, Rangelands, and 
Watershed Management Or-
ganization, has said that ac-
cording to the Sixth National 
Development Plan (2016-2021), 
desert greening measures were 
to be carried out in 1,140,000 
hectares of the country’s des-
erts, but so far, the operations 
have been conducted in only 
350,000 hectares of deserts.

Between 2015 and 2020, ap-
proximately 12,000 hectares of 
forests across the country have 
been wiped out annually, the Or-
ganization has said, putting the 
country’s forests at 14.3 million 
hectares

To deal with the problem, the 
Organization has launched two 
comprehensive plans to mitigate 
desertification.

These projects include water-
shed management, aquifer, flood 
control, desertification, forest 
development, rangeland reha-
bilitation, conservation, and sup-
port projects aimed at conserv-
ing water and soil, protecting 
vegetation, preventing erosion, 
and reducing drought and nutri-
tion damage.

The national budget bill for 
the current Iranian calendar year 
1401, which started on March 
21, has allocated 16 trillion ri-
als (about $53 million) for wa-
tershed management, which is 
nearly fourfold the budget for 
the previous year.
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Definition

Deserts, also called biaban; kavir; and lut in 
Persian, are areas of low precipitation that sup-
port little vegetation and lack surface water. 

Secondary characteristics typically include 
poor soils, salinity, high winds, and extreme tem-
peratures, accompanied by high rates of erosion 
and sand accumulation. 

Global wind patterns maintain these conditions 
in zones that encircle the earth in the subtropical 
latitudes, both north and south of the equator.

In the northern hemisphere the arid zone ex-
tends from the Atlantic through North Africa and 
southwestern Asia into northern India. 

East of Iran the high mountain barrier sep-
arating Central Asia from the subcontinent 
produces an extension of the arid zone through 
more temperate latitudes from the Caspian as 
far as Mongolia and China. 

This aridity dates from the Quaternary or, in 
some parts, the Tertiary (Fisher, p. 92; Kohl, p. 25). 

Despite great variation in altitude, from be-
low sea level at the Caspian shore and in the 
Turfan depression to more than 2,000 m above 
sea level on parts of the Iranian plateau, the 
zone evinces a remarkable degree of continu-
ity, in soils and landforms, plant communities, 
and fauna, as well as in human technological 
adaptation and cultural response. 

This continuity has been reinforced over thou-
sands of years by coadaptation between natural 
processes and various technologies that have been 
developed to accommodate the problems of aridity.

Paradoxically this Asian arid zone appears to 
have served as a conduit for population move-
ments and cultural influences since the earliest 
evidence of human occupation. 

Where it passes through southwestern and 
central Asia it comprises the theater of Iranian 
history. 

The Iranian plateau lies athwart the zone, 
forming a bridge between its subtropical ex-
tension into the subcontinent and its temper-
ate extension through Central Asia. 

Consequently, although deserts make up no 

more than 20 percent of the total land surface 
of the world, they have been a dominant fea-
ture in Iranian geography.

In this article the information currently 
available on Iranian desert regions is sum-
marized from the general perspective of their 
historical significance.

Desert types
The general Persian word for desert is biaban. 

As throughout most of the arid zone agriculture 
and settlement depend upon sustained invest-
ment, Iranians generally expect to find biaban 
where abadi (settled, irrigated agriculture) ends. 

The term biaban covers a broad range of differ-
ent types of desert, from completely barren ex-
panses at one extreme to plains with significant 
percentages of vegetation cover at the other. 

There are no scientific criteria for defining 
the limits at which the more productive types of 
biaban merge into Western categories of semi-
desert and steppe. 

The most common terms for different types 
of barren biaban are lut (cf. lokht “bare”), which 
is generally the default term for barren surfac-
es; kavir (according to Tomaschek, 1885, p. 582, 
< gaver < gav, cognate with cavitas, though Bar-
thold, 1984, p. 134 preferred < Ar. qafr, pl. qefar 
“barren desert”; cf. Curzon, Persian Question II, 
pp. 246-47) for playas; and rig or rigzar for ar-
eas of shifting sand. 

Kavir is generally equivalent to solonchak in the 
Russian literature on Central Asia.

Various vernacular terms are also in use, some-
times associated with special conditions. For ex-
ample, daqq is used for relatively small areas of 
kavir in Khorasan, kaffa similarly in Kerman. 

To be continued

Source: Iranica

TEHRAN – More than 1.31 million Iranians do-
nated blood over the first seven months of the 
current [Iranian calendar] year which started on 
March 21, the Blood Transfusion Organization 
spokesman has said.

A total of 1.625 million people referred to 
the blood donation centers nationwide over 
the seven-month period, IRNA quoted Abbas 
Sedaqat saying on Sunday.

In the aforementioned period, blood donation 
has increased by 11.76 percent compared to the 
same period last year, he added.

He went on to say that the highest blood do-
nation growth was recorded in North Khorasan 
province at 37 percent, Kordestan province at 31 
percent, Kohgilouyeh-Boyerahmad province at 
26 percent, and Hamedan province at 25 per-
cent growth, respectively.

Also, Tehraners donated 22 percent more 
blood in the first seven months of this year com-
pared to the same period last year, he added.

Donors who successfully donate blood twice 
or more within 12 months are considered con-
tinuous donors.

Referring to the 4.5 percent women’s share 
of blood donation, he noted that the index of 
women’s participation in blood donation is sig-
nificantly lower than the average of developed 
countries.

Iran on par with Europe and U.S.
According to the reports provided by the 

World Health Organization, Iran competes with 
Europe and the U.S. in blood donation indices, 
even outpacing them in one or two cases.

Iran is among the countries of the Eastern 
Mediterranean region as a reference in the field 
of blood donation activities.

While blood donation in 70 countries still 
depends on replacement or paid donors, Iran 
is the first country in the region that has en-
joyed voluntary blood donation by 100 per-
cent since 2007.

More than 85 percent of all donated blood 
worldwide is used to produce blood products, 
while the rate is 65 percent in Eastern Med-
iterranean countries. Iran ranks among the 
highest-income countries in terms of con-
verting more than 97 percent of the blood do-
nated by people to plasma-derived medicinal 
products (PDMP).

Only 55 of 171 countries produce PDMP 
through the fractionation of plasma collected in 
the reporting country. A total of 90 countries re-
ported that all PDMP are imported, 16 countries 
reported that no PDMP was used during the re-
porting period, and 10 countries did not respond 
to the question, according to WHO.

Iran currently has the highest blood donation 
rate in the Eastern Mediterranean region, so out 
of 9.9 million blood donation units in this region, 
more than two million belongs to Iran.

Also, the index of blood donation is 25 per 
1,000 populations, while in the member states 
of the Eastern Mediterranean region, this num-
ber is 14.9 per 1000.

Over 2.1 million Iranians donate blood annual-
ly, Bashir Haji-Beigi, the former Blood Transfu-
sion Organization spokesman, said in June.

There are currently 178 blood donation cen-
ters in the country, with Fars, Khorasan Razavi, 
Khuzestan, Tehran, and Mazandaran provinces 
having the largest number of blood donation 
centers, he stated.

DESERTS IN IRAN

Over 1.3m Iranians donate blood  
in 7 months

A wake-up call from the environment

wind erosion 
incurs a loss of at 

least 30 trillion 
rials (about $100 

million) annually to 
the quality of life in 
villages located in 

desert areas.

ENGLISH IN USE

‘Salt particles raising from 
Lake Urmia contained by 80 %’

Salt particles raising from the catchment basin of Lake Urmia 
has been contained by nearly 80 percent, Farhad Sarkhosh, head 
of the provincial department for the Lake Urmia restoration 
program at West Azarbaijan has said.

In cooperation with the Forests, Range and Watershed 
Management Organization, some saplings and shrubs have been 
planted in the catchment basin of Lake Urmia to slow down the 
wind giving rise to salt particles since past three years, which 
cost 600 billion rials (nearly $14 million), Sarkhosh said.

He went on to say that the major salt particle hotspots in the 
West Azarbaijan province include Jabal Kandi village in Urmia 
County, Saporghan, Urmia, Choopanloo and Miandoab, which are 
highly contained by planting vegetation, ISNA reported on Saturday.

نمکی  ریزگردهای  درصد   80 کنترل 
دریاچه ارومیه

مدیر دفتر استانی ستاد احیای دریاچه ارومیه در آذربایجان غربی 
آبریز  حوضه  نمکی  ریزگردهای  از  درصد   80 به  نزدیک  گفت: 

دریاچه ارومیه کنترل شده است.
بستر  از  خارج  افزود:  خبرنگار  با  گفت‌وگو  در  سرخوش  فرهاد 
دریاچه ارومیه و در حوضه آبریز با همکاری منابع طبیعی و کاشت 
نهال و درختچه‌ها ریزگردهای نمکی کنترل می‌شود که از سال 

93 تا 96 در این راستا 60 میلیارد تومان هزینه شده است.
شامل  استان  در  ریزگردها  بحرانی  کانون  کرد:  خاطرنشان  وی 
منطقه سپورغان  ارومیه،  کیلومتری  در 45  منطقه جبل کندی 
ارومیه، چوپان لو سلماس، و میاندوآب است که با نهال کاری تا 

حدود زیادی از این ریزگردها مهار شده‌اند. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iran to expand healthcare coop. with Cuba
TEHRAN – Minister of Health 

and Medical Education of Iran 
Bahram Eynollahi has under-
lined the need for expansion of 
strategic collaborations between 
Havana and Tehran in healthcare.

Eynollahi made the remarks 
in a meeting with Cuban Deputy 
Foreign Minister Elio Rodríguez 
Perdomo in the Iranian capital on 
Sunday, noting that the Iranian 
Health Ministry is in charge of 
heading the joint economic com-
mission of Cuba and Iran, and 
that the commission provides 
a precious opportunity for both 
sides to develop relationship.

According to the Iranian minis-
ter, the 18th joint economic com-
mission was held in Tehran this 
year and such interactions will 
consolidate mutual ties.

He underlined the need for im-
plementation of joint documents 
signed by the two countries, add-
ing that Havana and Tehran have 
had cooperation in healthcare 
sector especially in producing 

coronavirus vaccine.

As to the resilience culture in 
Cuba, he noted that the Islamic 
Republic is happy with the rev-
olutionary culture of the Latin 
American country, and that the 
culture of the Cuban resistance 
in the face of the US’s cruel sanc-
tions has been spread in other 
regional states.

“With the cooperation between 
Iran as well as friend and revolu-
tionary countries can resist in 
the face of the global arrogance 
and American repression,” Eynol-
lahi added.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the 
health minister referred to the 
big march in the National Day 
of Fighting Global Arrogance on 
March 4, noting that the Irani-
an nation and friendly countries 
such as Cuba stand against the 
intervening policies of the US 
and its allies, and that history in-
dicates that subjugation will not 
bear fruit, because the Islamic 
Republic and other independent 

nations have succeeded in be-
coming more powerful in spite of 
the cruel sanctions and econom-
ic pressures.

The Cuban deputy minister, 
for his part, said that the expan-
sion of interactions between Iran 
and Cuba can help stand against 
challenges powerfully.

The joint economic commis-
sion has taken firm steps and the 

two sides have reached agree-
ments, which should be imple-
mented as soon as possible and 
in the best way, he said.

Referring to Iran-Cuba collab-
oration in producing coronavirus 
vaccine, he mentioned that the 
two countries have reached to 
the point that they can expand 
exchanges and cooperation in 
healthcare sector.



TEHRAN – Iran has honored the 
Iranian-Armenian poet Eduard 
Hakhverdyan, who has translated 
many contemporary Persian 
literary works into Armenian, with 
the Sadi Literary Award.

Named after Persian poet Sadi, 
the award has been established by 
the Sadi Studies Center in Shiraz 
to honor international scholars 
with great contributions to Persian 
literature.

Hakhverdyan received the award 
from Iranian cultural attaché 
Hossein Tabatabai during a special 
ceremony at the National Library 
of Armenia in Yerevan, the Persian 
service of ISNA reported on 
Saturday.

He was honored for his lifetime 
endeavors to translate Iranian 
literary works into the Armenian 
language, Tabatabai said.

“I hope this move would help 
promote Persian literature among 
younger Armenian translators 
and raise a mutual understanding 
between the people of Iran and 
Armenia,” he added.

He expressed his thanks to the 
Armenian translators of Persian 
literature and noted, “Many 
Armenian translators have played 
a key role in the expansion of ties 
between Iran and Armenia in their 
long history of relations.”

Hakhverdyan thanked Iran for 
the award and said, “The need for 
introducing contemporary Iranian 

literature in Armenia had been 
ignored in the wake of the Soviets’ 
hegemony in the country.”

“Contemporary Persian 
literature, including poetry and 
prose, is a clear mirror reflecting 
modern Iran,” he added and noted 
that he wants to raise Armenians’ 
knowledge of modern Iran through 
his translation of works by modern 
Persian writers and poets.

A member of the Writers Union 

of Armenia, Hakhverdyan is the 
translator of “The Club-Wielders of 
Varazil” by Gholamhossein Saedi. 

He has also rendered “The Wall” 
by Shahram Karami, “Dream Room” 
by Afruz Foruzandeh and “A Call 
from Across the Line” by Behzad 
Sediqi into Armenian.

Works by Iranian writers, 
including Sohrab Sepehri, Forugh 
Farrokhzad, Qeisar Aminpur, 
Ahmad Shamlu, Nader Ebrahimi, 

Sadeq Hedayat and Hushang 
Golshiri, have also been translated 
by Haghverdian.

Born in 1952 in Tehran to Iranian-
Armenian parents, he began his 
elementary education at the 
National School of Aras. His family 
originally came from the Iranian 
city of Khomein in Markazi Province. 

He then migrated with his family 
to Armenia and settled in the city of 
Vagharshapat.

Front cover of the Persian edition of 
Yoshida Kenko’s “Essays in Idleness: 

The Tsurezuregusa of Kenko”.

“The Zoo” written and directed by Nafiseh Zare’.

Iranian-Armenian poet Eduard Hakhverdyan in an undated photo.
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Success is the result of foresight and resolution, foresight 
depends upon deep thinking and planning and the most 

important factor of planning is to keep your secrets to yourself.
Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:48       Evening: 17:23        Dawn: 5:07  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:33  (tomorrow)

“Tsurezuregusa of Kenko” published in Persian 
TEHRAN – “Essays in Idleness: 

The Tsurezuregusa of Kenko” by 
Japanese writer Yoshida Kenko 
has been published in Persian.

Jahan-e Ketab is the publisher 
of the book, which has been 
compared to the Gulistan (The 
Rose Garden), Persian poet 
Sadi’s masterpiece. It has been 
translated into Persian by 
Hashem Rajabzadeh.

Despite the turbulent times 
in which he lived, the Buddhist 
priest Kenko met the world with 
a measured eye. 

As Emperor Go-Daigo fended 
off a challenge from the usurping 
Hojo family, and Japan stood at 
the brink of a dark political era, 
Kenko held fast to his Buddhist 

beliefs and took refuge in the 
pleasures of solitude. 

Written between 1330 and 
1332, “Essays in Idleness” 
reflects the congenial priest’s 
thoughts on a variety of 
subjects. 

His brief writings, some no more 
than a few sentences long and 
ranging in focus from politics and 
ethics to nature and mythology, 
mark the crystallization of a 
distinct Japanese principle: that 
beauty is to be celebrated, though 
it will ultimately perish. 

Through his appreciation of the 
world around him and his keen 
understanding of historical events, 
Kenko conveys the essence of 
Buddhist philosophy and its subtle 

teachings for all readers. 
Insisting on the uncertainty of 

this world, Kenko asks that we 

waste no time in following the 
way of Buddha.

An English translation by 
Donald Keene was published in 
1998. This critically acclaimed 
translation is joined by a new 
preface, in which Keene himself 
looks back at the ripples created 
by Kenko’s musings, especially 
for modern readers.

“Essays in Idleness: The 
Tsurezuregusa of Kenko” is his 
most famous work was and is 
one of the most studied works 
of medieval Japanese literature. 

Kenko (1283?–1350?) was a 
Japanese author and Buddhist 
monk. He wrote during the 
Muromachi and Kamakura 
periods.

Armenian translator Eduard 
Hakhverdyan honored with  

Sadi Literary Award
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“The Zoo”, “Where the Winds Die” win awards at Diyarbakir Short Film Festival

A review of the book “The Frontline”

Frome Page 1   Iraq bombarded Sardasht 
in West Azerbaijan Province with chemical 
weapons on June 28, 1987, killing over 1,000 
and injuring over 8,000 civilians, many of 
whom were permanently disabled.

The film won the award for best animation 
at the 2022 Fantastic and Terror Film 
Festival – Galacticat in Spain.

Lebanese actress and filmmaker Marilyne 
Naaman was picked as best director for her 
film “So Cool”.

The film is set in a corner of one of Beirut’s 
streets, while Nathalie is closing the bar 
where she works in order to welcome her 

boyfriend Amin. It’s an important night for 
the couple. They are going to celebrate him 
getting the role of his life in a huge feature 
film. But little did Nathalie know that Amin 
is also coming with a small news that will 
turn their night upside down.

A jury comprising Gozde Kural, Bulut 
Reyhanoglu and Banu Sivaci selected the 
winners in the international category.

The short film festival was established 
by the Diyarbakir Culture, Art and Cinema 
Association in order to introduce the Turkish 
city by bringing together short filmmakers 
and professionals in the area.

A question that has been on my mind for 
a very long time is just this: how should the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards be discussed 
for the current generation, which has seen 
how the commanders of today function, live, 
and behave, with all the contradictions in 

their lives?
But I discovered the answer to my question 

when I read the book “The Frontline.” 
“The Frontline” is a documentary and 

narrative about the formation of Iran’s 
missile unit, as well as the life of martyr 
Tehrani Moqadam.

The author, Faezeh Ghafar Haddadi, and 
the researcher, Muhammad Hasan Peikani, 
worked well together to produce this book, 
which has a lovely title.

The book’s captivating narrative and 
artistic prose encourage the reader to follow 
each event as it unfolds, from the military 
diplomatic negotiations that took place 
to obtain missiles and war weapons from 
Libya and North Korea to the challenging 
experience of training the first Iranian 

group in Syria and launching a missile unit 
in Kermanshah.

On the other hand, the author has 
interwoven two distinct narratives, sweet 
and bitter, with admirable female skill by 
combining the emotional atmosphere of the 
family and the memories of Martyr Tehrani 
Moqadam’s first months of marriage with 
the harsh environment of the war. This 
book also reveals some of the war’s military 
secrets for the first time.

The book “The Frontline” is one of those 
that appeals to readers of all religious 
persuasions, including those who are 
strongly opposed to the Islamic Revolution 
and the holy defense.

Currently on the market is this 528 page 
book.

Shahnameh: Haft Khan
Part 2

I. Haft Khan-e Rustam 

The preliminary setting for the haft khan 
of Rustam sets the stage for what follows, 
both in manner and matter. 

Unlike that of Esfandiar, there is no long 
preamble, and no slow, elaborate buildup. 
The episode is woven with an almost 
imperceptible stitch in the wide cloth of the 
epic. 

The concise exchange between father and 
son, Zal and Rustam, uttered in a clipped 
military manner, captures the stark, almost 
minimalist tone of this solitary quest by the 
hero and his horse. 

Rustam’s terse question “The road is long, 
how can I fare without an army?” is answered 
in a staccato manner by his father, “From 
this kingdom to the other,” said Zal, “there 
are two ways, both requiring hardship: One 
is the way Kavus rode, the other mountains 
and uplands for seven days and nights. Filled 
by lions, ogres and darkness, fixating you in 
awe. Choose the short cut; witness marvels, 
for you will have the World Creator at your 
side.”

At the outset of the quest, a hunt and 
a feast set the tone. The aura of a single-
handed strife is maintained: the hero hunts, 
kills, skins, roasts, eats, and throws the 
gnawed bones away. 

There are no pots and pans, no rich 
trappings of a princely table. Solitariness 
pervades all: the feast and the fight, the 
quest and the rest.

Zal’s promise that the Creator will be the 
guardian companion is confirmed by the first 
two khans, in which Rustam is the one saved, 
rather than the savior. 

In the first, he falls asleep and is attacked 
by a lion, but Rakhsh fights the beast and 
kills it. In the second, he crosses a desert 
where he almost perishes, but is shown the 
way to a watering place by a divine guide in 
the shape of a wild ram. 

Again there is a simple description of the 
hero’s thankful prayers and purification 
in water, a recurrent motif in both quests, 
followed by a solitary feast. 

As a micro-episode in itself, it reads as an 
allegorical gloss on the human predicament: 
the initial sense of anguish and abandonment, 
followed by trust and submission, and finally 
salvation.

Talking dragons and cunning witches 
provide the next two ordeals. In the third 
Khan, Rustam confronts a dragon with the 
manners of a human adversary: the hero, 
aided by his horse, kills the dragon but only 
after some initial flyting. 

In the fourth, an alluring banquet in a 
paradisiacal setting is the opening gambit. 
There is gentle irony in the way that Rustam 
picks up the lute left by the sorcerers and, 
before embarking on his banquet, laments 
the hard life allotted to him, and the fact that 
God has never bestowed on him a feast in an 
idyllic setting. 

There is a further twist and irony lurking 
in the corner. The hero’s lament is, in a sense, 
justified: the banquet belongs to the witches 
rather than to God and is the prelude to a 
new hostile encounter. 

Once again, in conformity with the 
terseness of the plot, the mention of God’s 
name is sufficient to destroy the witch’s 

schemes. Unlike Esfandiar in his parallel 
ordeal, Rustam has no talismanic armbands 
provided by a prophet.

In the last three ordeals, Rustam captures 
Ulad, the local lord of the marches, and forces 
him to become his guide for the rest of the 
quest. As often in the Shahnameh, there are 
echoes of other parts of the poem, not only in 
terms of similar plot motifs, but also in the 
descriptive repertoire. 

In the fifth khan, for example, the 
description of the night, “black as a cannibal’s 
face,” at the beginning of the episode is 
reminiscent of the generally more familiar 
description of the dark motionless night in 
the beginning of the Bijan o Manijeh episode, 
with several shared key images. 

In the final two ordeals, Rustam manages 
to defeat and kill his supernatural foes, most 
notably Arjang the Div, and finally the main 
target of the quest, Div-e Sapid (the White 
Demon), thus not only securing Kavus’s 
freedom but also restoring his sight by 
bathing his eyes in the Div’s blood. 

In the final stage, both physical and 
moral sight are restored, and the usually 
intemperate and irascible Kavus decides on 
a magnanimous response to the conflict: 
he consults, and is endorsed by, Rustam 
and the other notables of the court, who 
feast together for seven days in complete 
harmony.

II. Haft Khan-e Esfandiar 
In contrast to the understated way in which 

the ordeals of Rustam are interwoven into 
the rest of the narrative, that of Esfandiar 
is marked out by an elaborate prologue: a 
long panegyric to Sultan Mahmud, with the 
poet implying at the outset that he will be 
the reciter (Shahnameh khan) of his own 
magnificent tale: “And now I shall present 
seven banquets (haft khan); I shall serve 
fresh, choice words.” This prelude to the 
enconium is echoed at the outset of the 
narrative itself, with the archetypal guardian 
of the traditions, the dehqan, replacing the 
poet and spreading out the rich fare and 
embarking on the haft khan.

In contrast to Zal’s brief sketch of the 
challenges ahead, it is the captured enemy 
commander, Gorgsar, who recites, with 
undisguised rhetorical relish, the long 
catalogue of the perils and pitfalls that 
awaits Esfandiar and requires a series of 
quests replete with embellishments and 
ingenious engines of war. 

The entire ordeal, including its formulaic 
repetitions (e.g., Gorgsar being given three 
cups of wine in every ordeal before he is 
interrogated about the future hurdles) has a 
strong, consciously rhetorical/sacramental 
veneer, confirming the promise at the outset 
that this is a polished piece of narration. 

This is further endorsed if the episode is 
compared with the prose rendition given in 
the Ghorar and the way they replicate each 
other, even in detailed imagery (compare 
“the sun draped in a yellow robe”).

The ordeals themselves provide many 
parallels and contrasts to that of Rustam. 
Unlike the Sistani champion, the Kayanid 
prince and his entourage appear to take 
an active role in the first two ordeals, with 
Esfandiar beheading two wolves in the first, 
and killing two lions in the second. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.
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