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Op-ed

Extreme right 
in Netanyahu’s 
government won’t 
dent Western 
support

The most disturbing outcome of Israel’s 
general election was not the fact that an 
openly fascist party won the third-biggest 
tally of seats, or that it is about to become 
the lynchpin of the next government. It is 
how little will change, in Israel or abroad, as 
a result. 

Having Religious Zionism at the heart of 
government will alter the tone in which Is-
raeli politics is conducted, making it even 
coarser, more thuggish and uncompromis-
ing. But it will make no difference to the 
ethnic supremacism that has driven Israeli 
policy for decades. 

Israel is not suddenly a more racist state. 
It is simply growing more confident about 
admitting its racism to the world. And the 
world – or at least the bit of it that arro-
gantly describes itself as the international 
community – is about to confirm that such 
confidence is well-founded.

Indeed, the West’s attitude towards Is-
rael’s next coalition government will be no 
different from its attitude towards the sup-
posedly less-tainted ones that preceded it. 

In private, the Biden administration in 
the US has made plain to Israeli leaders 
its displeasure at having fascist parties 
so prominently in government, not least 
because their presence risks highlighting 
Washington’s hypocrisy and embarrassing 
Persian Gulf allies. But don’t expect Wash-
ington to do anything tangible.

There will be no statements calling for 
the Israeli government to be ostracized as 
a pariah, nor moves to sanction it or to end 
the billions of dollars in handouts the US 
provides every year. In a Washington still 
wracked by the fallout from the 6 January 
riots, there will be no warnings that Is-
raeli democracy has been sabotaged from 
within.  Page 5

Iran defeat Korea at 
2022 Asian Water 
Polo Championship

TEHRAN – Iran defeated South Korea 17-8 
at the 2022 Asian Water Polo Championship 
on Wednesday.

Omid Aghaei was named as Most Valuable 
Player (MVP) of the match. 

Iran had started the campaign on Tuesday 
with a 19-4 win over India.

The Iranian sit top of the table with four 
points.

Kazakhstan are second due to inferior goal 
difference.  

Team Melli, headed by Aleksandar Ciric, will 
play Kazakhstan on Thursday in Pool A.

The competition is being held in Bangkok, 
Thailand from Nov. 7 to 13.

The Asian Water Polo Championship serves 
as qualification for the 2023 World Water 
Polo Championship to be held in Fukuoka, 
Japan.

The top two teams as well as hosts Japan 
will take part in the world championship.

Air attack on Iranian 
fuel tankers near Iraq-
Syria border: sources 

TEHRAN - An air strike late on Tuesday hit two 
fuel tankers in the Syrian territory shortly after they 
entered from Iraq, the Iranian TV reported.

The strike hit two of the tankers that entered from 
Al Qaim border crossing in western Iraq to Albu Ka-
mal in Syria, a senior Iraqi official told The National.

The vehicles were part of a 22-tanker convoy 
transporting fuel oil from Iran to Lebanon, he said. 
The convoy entered Iraq and then Syria legally in co-
ordination between the governments.

It is not clear whether the attack was carried out 
by a drone or fighter jet. Some local sources said the 
attack was a drone strike targeting resistance forces’ 
positions in that area. The Iranian TV reporter from Iraq 
said nobody has been hurt in the attack. Iraq and Iran 
have been supplying Lebanon with fuel oil to alleviate 
pressure on the country’s struggling electricity grid.

Iran: Good ties with 
Armenia not against 
Azerbaijan

TEHRAN- Nasser Kanaani, spokesman 
for the Iranian Foreign Ministry, stated on 
Tuesday night that dialogue between re-
gional capitals rather than “trans-regional” 
involvement is the best way to address dis-
putes in the Caucasus region.

“Iran once again announces its readiness to 
contribute to resolving the remaining issues 
between its northern neighbors (the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and Armenia) in the framework 
of bilateral, trilateral, and six-sided regional 
frameworks,” Kanaani said in response to the 
Azeri president’s remarks on Iran’s good rela-
tions with Armenia.  Page 2

Persian-language 
film “Winners” named 
best at Raindance 
festival 

TEHRAN – The Persian-language drama 
“Winners” has been picked as best UK feature at 
the 30th Raindance Film Festival in London.

Directed by the Iranian-British filmmaker 
Hassan Nazer, the film was shot entirely in Iran 
with an all-Persian-language cast. 

Set in a poor Iranian village, the story of 
“Winners” is about children who work hard 
to support their families. Their little hands 
scour through massive piles of junk in search 
of hidden treasures. One day, nine-year-old 
Yahya and his friend Leila find a precious golden 
statue. Sharing a passion for cinema, Yahya’s 
boss Nasser Khan decides to help them find 
the owner as the curious item leads Yahya on 
an adventure-filled journey that doubles as a 
loving ode to the history of Iranian cinema.

The film supported by Scottish public body 
Creative Scotland is the UK’s submission to 
the international feature award at the 2023 
Oscars.  Page 8

TEHRAN- During a meeting between Irani-
an Finance and Economic Affairs Minister Eh-
san Khandouzi and Armenian Finance Minis-
ter Tigran Khachatryan in Tehran on Tuesday 
evening, the two sides stressed materializing 
the objective of reaching $3 billion annual 
trade between the two countries.

The two ministers also emphasized the 

need to increase the volume of bilateral trade 
to five million tons, as well as expand and fa-
cilitate financial, banking, trade, and customs 
ties between the two sides.

At the beginning of the meeting, Khandouzi 
said, “Today’s conversation between the Ira-
nian and Armenian delegations is being held 
in a situation where the prime minister of 

Armenia also had appropriate talks with the 
president of Iran in the past days.” 

“Mr. Raisi’s government is very serious in 
pursuing the neighborhood policy with an em-
phasis on the Caucasus region, and I hope that 
the target of three billion dollars of trade be-
tween the two countries, which was raised in 
the meeting between the presidents  Page 4

By Mehran Shamsuddin

TEHRAN – A U.S.-based analyst is of 
the opinion that talks over the 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal will not result in an agree-
ment between Tehran and Washington 
because the Biden administration is un-
willing to reach a deal with a revolution-

ary government in Tehran. 

“If the Biden’s cabinet wants to reach any 
agreement with Iran, the Republicans use it 
as a tactic to attack Biden. Also, I ensure you 
that Americans cannot reach any agreement 
with Iran and the JCPOA talks result in noth-
ing from the American side,” Dariush Sajjadi 

said in an exclusive interview with the Teh-
ran Times. 

Following is the full text of the interview:

Q: The recent developments in Iran has 
cast a shadow on the Biden’s government 
and has created at least one different talk-
ing point in foreign policy discourses.  Page 

Iran, Armenia stress reaching $3b bilateral trade 
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America cannot make  
a deal with Iran: analyst

From Inside

•	 Top security official says Iran ready to 

help end Ukraine war P2

•	 8 countries trained riot leaders:  

interior minister P2

•	 Trade between Iran, France up 53% in 8 

months on year P4

•	 Govt. seeks strategic support of stock 

market P4

•	 PMO to facilitate investment in ports P4

•	 Kherson Russian-appointed deputy 

governor ‘killed in car crash’ P5

•	 Centuries-old caravanserai restored to 

host modern travelers P6

•	 Tourism ministry to catalog local games 

played across Iran P6

•	 Tehran playing host to teenagers in 

“Future Iran” P7

•	 Iran, UAE to enhance medical co-op P7

•	 Play shows war wounds for women 

never heal P8

•	 Iranian bookstores offer “The Cheese 

and the Worms” P8

By Afshin Majlesi 

TEHRAN— Reconnecting with nature 
has been shown to offer many mental 
and physical benefits, not to mention the 
pleasure of being surrounded by beautiful 
scenery. The majority of potential travel-
ers to Iran usually think of big cities like 
Tehran, Isfahan, Yazd, and Shiraz, or an-
cient monuments like Persepolis or the 

Jameh Mosque of Isfahan.

To make the most of your time, do not lim-
it yourself to such big and ancient cities or 
places of interest. There is certainly always 
much more to see and enjoy. Such destina-
tions are perfect if you want to experience 
a holiday that offers the opportunity to im-
merse yourself in nature. Here is a short list 
of some spectacular valleys not to be missed 

in the ancient land.

Rainbow Valley
The whole island of Hormuz is made up of 

“rainbow” mountains, and you can roam most 
of the island freely. But this place is a good 
place to stop and watch all the colors. Near Si-
lence Valley is a fascinating valley with over 70 
shades of minerals, making the valley a perfect 
subject for geological studies.  Page 6

12 travel destinations for nature lovers
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Iran kit in 2022 World Cup revealed
TEHRAN - Iran football federation officially launched their new home and away kits 

for the 2022 World Cup but cheetah has been removed from the jerseys. 

The new set of kits, made by Iranian supplier Majid, were revealed in Tehran’s Milad 
Tower Tuesday night.  Page 3

World Science 
Day for Peace and 
Development

By Faranak Bakhtiari
TEHRAN – Iran celebrates World Science Day for 

Peace and Development 2022 during a week, hold-
ing various programs and meetings.

World Science Day for Peace and Development 
is celebrated every year on November 10. It was 
introduced by UNESCO in 2001 to highlight the im-
portant role of science in society and the need to 
engage the wider public in debates on emerging 
and important contemporary issues relevant to 
science.

The theme of World Science Day for Peace and 
Development 2022 is Basic Sciences for Sustain-
able Development.

On this occasion, a week with the theme of “Sci-
ence Promotion” is celebrated in Iran from Novem-
ber 15 to 21 by holding various programs.  Page 7



TEHRAN- In an interview with 
the khamenei.ir published on 
Wednesday, Iranian Intelligence 
Minister Esmaeil Khatib stressed 
that Tehran will send the bills of 
the recent seditious acts of Brit-
ain and Saudi Arabia to London 
and Riyadh as they should pay for 
their anti-Iran actions.

The intelligence minister un-
derlined that “England will pay 
for the actions it has done to 
make Iran unsafe and that Iran 
International network is recog-
nized by Iran as a terrorist orga-
nization and its operatives and 
affiliates will be prosecuted.”

Iran International, a Farsi-lan-
guage TV headquartered in Lon-
don, is financed by Saudi Arabia. 
It has been the main instigator of 
violence in Iran, which started in 
mid-September. 

Pointing to some evidence of 
the enemy’s ploy to foment inse-
curity in the country by exploiting 
the death of Mahsa Amini, the in-
telligence minister said, “There 
are numerous reports that [for-
eign] intelligence officers have 
been in close contact with var-
ious anti-revolutionary groups, 
some domestic traitors, illegit-
imate union centers, and even 
training courses under the guise 
of tourism tours or civil and legal 
training for Iranians abroad. We 
know well what was requested 
from agents and mercenaries in 
such meetings and training ses-
sions.” 

Khatib added, “There are usu-
ally several layers of interme-
diaries between field agents 
and foreign-backed intelligence 

officers. However, Iranian In-
telligence Ministry directly ab-
ducted some of them over their 
hasty and rash moves ahead of 
the outbreak of riots across the 
country. The foreign intelligence 
agents, affiliated with the French 
DGSE, strived to contact and train 
individuals in the guise of illegit-
imate union centers to wreak 
havoc in the country. All their 
meetings, calls and communica-
tions have been documented and 
perpetrators will receive decisive 
punishment for their illegal mea-
sures.” 

Emphasizing the enemy’s use 
of “hybrid warfare” in the re-
cent disturbances in which cy-
berspace and foreign-run social 
media platforms, especially the 
U.S-based platforms, regarded 
as pillars, he said, “The role of 
the Zionist regime was notice-
able in both management and 
implementation. Britain had a 
hand in dissemination of con-
trived propaganda against the 
Iranian nation. The Saudi Arabia 
played a pivotal role in providing 
the financial supports for riots 
especially anti-Iran rally in Berlin 
where a cabal of royalists, hypo-
crites, separatists, and sexually 
deviant groups gathered. The 
Saudi petrodollar was spent on 
the anti-Iran scenario, includ-
ing propaganda, audio and vid-
eo coverage, rental of advanced 
equipment for aerial photog-
raphy of the gathering, provi-
sion of facilities for the sizeable 
presence of journalists, and even 
food distribution. For all of them, 
we are able to present evidence.”  

Regarding the operating role 

and communication ways of for-
eign-backed TV channels, Khatib 
highlighted that under certain 
circumstances such channels 
have specific employers, a finan-
cial supporter, and certain pro-
portions of executive agents. 

The U.S., Britain, and the Zion-
ist regime are considered as em-
ployers, he said. In other words, 
the intelligence chief said, they 
have launched a kind of psycho-
logical war on the Iranian nation 
through social media and virtual 
space due to their lack of direct 
access to people as well as direct 
influence on them. 

Unfortunately, he said, the 
main financial support of such 
networks is Saudi Arabia. 

In the meantime, special atten-
tion should be paid to the role of 
the London-based Farsi-speak-
ing TV channels, Khatib noted. 

“They led the riots using oper-
ational directions. There is some 
intelligence proving they were 
given real time pieces of news 
and footage to direct the rioters. 
From this perspective, the role of 
the Britain-Saudi-U.S. trio (BBC 
Persian, Iran International and 
Manoto) was much more obvious 
than the others.”

Referring to Iran’s approach 
towards Britain’s nefarious 
moves, the intelligence minister 
said, “Currently, certain Lon-
don-based networks are seek-
ing to sow and spread unrest in 
Iran. Both in the past and in the 
present, such media have gone 
beyond the field of riot manage-
ment, seeking to organize mali-
cious and terrorist movements in 

the country. Britain has been the 
instigator of such a devilish ac-
tion. In the past, Iran has repeat-
edly been an obstacle to terrorist 
acts against the European bloc, 
but Britain and some other Euro-
pean countries have not given up 
any hostility against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. Undoubtedly, 
like England, we will never sup-
port acts of terror and insecuri-
ty in other countries, but we will 
not have an obligation to deter 
the occurrence of insecurity in 
such countries; consequently, 
Britain will pay for its actions to 
make the great country of Iran 
insecure.”

He added, “The Iran Interna-
tional network is recognized by 
Iran’s security agency as a ter-
rorist organization and its op-
eratives will be pursued by the 
Ministry of Intelligence. And from 
here on, any kind of connection 
with this terrorist organization 
will be considered to be tanta-
mount to entering the field of 
terrorism and a threat to nation-
al security.”

Showing reactions to the role 
of Saudi Arabia in the recent 
disturbances in Iran, Khatib re-
marked, “The Islamic Republic of 
Iran has so far exercised strate-
gic patience with firm rationality, 
but it does not give any guarantee 
for lingering this kind of strategy 
in the event of the continuation 
of animosities. Undoubtedly, if 
the will of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran is given to reciprocate and 
punish such countries, the fragile 
edifice will crumble and they will 
not see stability.”

TEHRAN- Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 
speaker of the Iranian Parliament, has issued 
a warning that any position that undermines 
national unity would be seen as “loading the 
enemy’s gun”.

In a speech to the parliament on Wednes-
day, Qalibaf urged the Iranian people to main-
tain their unity.

Underlining the need for unity when it 
comes to ethnicity and religion, he noted that 
the presence of lawmakers from all religions 
and ethnicities in the parliament symbolize 
unification.

He pointed out that the Islamic Revolution’s 
success and the endurance of the Islamic Re-

public, as well as anti-arrogance spirit were 
all based on unity.

Regarding the province of Sistan-Baluch-
estan in southeast Iran, he asserted inves-
tigation into the region’s history reveals that 
the Baluch people have consistently protect-
ed Iran and its independence and have been 
in the forefront of the struggle against colo-
nialism and global arrogance.

The speaker continued by saying that the 
enemy wants to split up Iran and therefore 
“we should maintain national unity”. 

He also said that since the enemies, par-
ticularly the U.S. and the Zionist regime, are 
trying to put a stop to revolutionary move-

ments, “we should guard our unity in order to 
be able to stand against them.”

A lawmaker named Mohammad Taghi 
Naghdali also stated on Wednesday 

that claim by those who say there is no 
freedom in the country is unacceptable, say-
ing if there was no freedom, a tribune could 
not be given to MPs every week to speak any-
thing they pleased.

The legislator said massive marches 
across the country on National Day of Fight-
ing against Global Arrogance on November 4 
served as a wake-up call for influential peo-
ple to avoid divisive remarks.

TEHRAN- The White House renewed its 
state of national emergency with Iran on 
Tuesday which was initially declared in 1979.

In a statement posted on the White House 
website, Biden stated that “our relations with 
Iran have not yet normalized, and the process 
of implementing the agreements with Iran, 

dated January 19, 1981, is ongoing.” 

He added, “Therefore, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 12170 
with respect to Iran.”

Following the 1979 Islamic Revolution and 

the seizure of the U.S. embassy, often known 
as the “seizure of the Den of Espionage,” the 
national emergency was declared on Novem-
ber 14, 1979. Since then, it has been revived on 
occasion.

The United States severed diplomatic ties 
with Iran on April 7, 1980.
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“The most important goal 
of my trip to Tehran is to 
exchange ideas to speed 

up the implementation of 
joint projects,” Russia’s 

National Security Council 
secretary says.  

Iran speaker says any anti-unity sentiments will help foes 

Biden renews U.S. national emergency in relation to Iran

Regional and international dialogue possible solutions for 
crises, Shamkhani suggests 

TEHRAN- The U.S., Israel, Sau-
di Arabia, and several European 
nations directly incited unrest in 
Iran, according to Iranian Interior 
Minister Ahmad Vahidi, who said 
that “the leaders and organizers 
of those unrests were carefully 
trained in 8 countries for these 
unrests.”

Vahdi, who was speaking with 
the Shia and Sunni clerics in Gor-
gan, Golestan province, reiterat-
ed, “In the course of the recent 

plot, countries such as Germany 
and Britain, too, alongside Sau-

di Arabia and the Zionist regime, 
had openly established a head-
quarters and were busy support-
ing the rioters.” 

He said these countries at-
tempted to turn the current 
events into “racial conflicts” by 
pretending to favor certain Ira-
nian tribes and ethnic minorities. 

This was a massive falsehood 
that the Iranian people of all races 
quickly shunned them, the interi-
or minister pointed out.

“Even though the enemy spent 
a lot of money on this hybrid war 
and unrest, their plans failed. Even 
though they are aware of this fail-
ure, they still insist on continuing 
the conflict,” he continued.

The interior minister empha-
sized that the oppressors’ fake 
sympathy for nations had been 
demonstrated in the past, citing 
their backing for the massacre of 
Iraqi Kurds and Sunni Muslims in 
Mosul as examples.

8 countries trained riot leaders: Iranian interior minister

from page 1   Kanaani further stated that 
Iran’s core diplomacy is founded on good 
neighborly relations and the growth of cor-
dial connections with all its neighbors, as 
well as building relationship with each neigh-
bor, but this does not imply exploiting such 
ties against another neighbor.

“Our core policy has been premised on 
good neighborliness and development of re-
lations with all neighbors and that consolida-
tion of relations with each of the neighbors 
is not against another neighbor,” he clarified. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has always 
emphasized the need to safeguard the terri-

torial integrity of every country, and peaceful 
resolution of the disputes between Azerbai-
jan and Armenia, and therefore, we had con-
demned the occupation of Azerbaijan’s terri-
tories and supported their liberation at the 
highest political level,” the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman reiterated in reference to Iran’s 
fundamental policy regarding the ongoing 
conflict between its two northern neighbors 
in the Karabakh region.

He added the Republic of Azerbaijan has 
been in contact with officials from Armenia 
for nearly two years at various political, mil-
itary, and security levels, paving the way for 
peace and friendship. 

All of this has been supported by Iran, but 
“we are unable to understand why they are 
concerned about our normal interactions on 
a neighborly level with that nation (Arme-
nia),” Kanaani pointed out.

Kanaani also said Iran’s recent wargame 
near borders with Armenia and Azerbaijan 
was a routine and pre-planned action that 
had previously been communicated to the 
neighbors through official channels.

TEHRAN - Russian National Security Coun-
cil Secretary Nikolai Patrushev 

landed in Tehran on Tuesday evening, re-
sponding to an invitation from Rear Admiral 
Ali Shamkhani, Secretary of Iran’s Supreme 
National Security Council (SNSC).

In addition to his host and counterpart, 
the secretary of Russia’s National Security 
Council was due to meet with several other 
high-ranking Iranian political and economic 
figures to discuss bilateral ties and interna-
tional issues of mutual interest.

Patrushev was accompanied by repre-
sentatives from plenty of Russian economic 
groups.

Referring to the regional and global con-
ditions, Shamkhani touched upon remarks 
that regional and international dialogue and 
cooperation are regarded as the ways out of 
existing crises and countering challenges.

Elucidating the dimensions of the hybrid 
war of the hegemons against the Iranian na-
tion as well as the impacts of cruel American 
sanctions, he stated that “the expansion of 
bilateral and regional cooperation, especially 
with neighboring countries in the economic 
field, is one of the strategic priorities of our 
country.”

Shamkhani mentioned that it is important 
to strengthen the process of cooperation 
between the two countries in the fields of 
energy, transportation, agriculture, trade, 
banking and environment

He added, “Obstacles in such sectors will 
be eliminated through taking necessary 
measures and steps.”

The top security official also insisted on 
the need to strengthen multilateral cooper-

ation in regional organizations, especially the 
SCO, to intelligently utilize the capacities of 
member countries.

The SNSC secretary also said the danger 
of terrorism and extremism continues to 
threaten the security of the region and the 
world at large, and emphasized the need to 
continue to increase regional and interna-
tional cooperation to eliminate the dangers 
of such a sinister phenomenon.

Referring to the crisis in Ukraine, Sham-
khani also said, “Iran welcomes and supports 

any initiative that leads to a ceasefire and 
peace between Russia and Ukraine based on 
dialogue and is ready to play a role in ending 
the war.”

He suggested the creation of joint and syn-
ergistic institutions to deal with sanctions 
and the activation of the capacity of interna-
tional institutions against sanctions as well 
as countries imposing sanctions.

For his part, Patrushev expressed satis-
faction with the acceleration of cooperation 
between the two countries in various fields, 
saying that “during the four meetings in the 
current year, the presidents of the two coun-
tries have emphasized the unchangeable will 
of Tehran and Moscow in promoting bilateral 
relations to a strategic level.”

Referring to the last agreements be-
tween both countries’ national security in-
stitutions as well as drawing a roadmap for 
strategic cooperation, especially in the field 
of economic and technological sanctions, he 
said, “The most important goal of my trip to 
Tehran is to exchange ideas to speed up the 
implementation of joint projects. In addi-
tion, the provision of dynamic mechanisms 
for kick-starting new activities in economic, 
commercial, energy and technological fields 
are unreservedly crucial.”

Patrushev also said that “the creation of 
synergy in transit capacities, especially the 
rapid completion of the North-South corri-
dor, is an effective step to improve the qual-
ity of bilateral and international cooperation 
in economic and commercial sectors.”

Emphasizing the pursuit of the joint ini-
tiatives of the two countries to establish 
a “Group of Friends in Defense of Charter 
of the United Nations” with cooperation of 
counties that have been illegally sanctioned 
by the West, he stressed, “Western countries, 
especially the United States, seek to flout the 
United Nations Charter and strive to impose 
their political will on independent countries.”

The secretary of Russian National Security 
concluded his remarks by presenting a report 
on the Ukraine crisis, adding, “From the out-
set of conflict in Ukraine, the Western media 
empire vowed to upend the reality in a bid to 
foment deviation in the world public opinion 
regarding the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis 
and its battleground realities.”

Iran: Good ties with Armenia not 
against Azerbaijan

Top security official says Iran ready to 
help end Ukraine war

Iran to send 

bills to Riyadh 

and London



Frome Page 1   How far do you 
think these developments and the 
new conditions may affect Biden 
Administration’s approach toward 
Iran in general and toward the 
Vienna talks in particular?

I was one of those who used to say 
that nothing would come out of the 
JCPOA in Mr. Raisi ‘s administration 
because the Americans did not want 
it. Why?  When the Americans began 
the negotiations, the pragmatist 
government in Iran came into power. 
I mean, Mr. Hassan Rouhani, the 
successor of Mr. Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who was always been considered by 
Americans as part of the pragmatist 
faction. Since the [Islamic] revolution 
of Iran, the Americans have been 
closer to Iran’s pragmatists. And in 
the McFarlane affair, they liaised 
with Mr. Hashemi Rafsanjani’s team 
including Mr. Hassan Rouhani and 
Mr. Vardinejad. The [American’s] main 
goal during the last forty-three years 
has been to shift political power 
balance against the revolutionary 
faction in Iran by making concession 
to the pragmatic faction. When Mr. 
Rouhani became the president, it 
was a good opportunity for the 
White House to change the political 
balance in favor of pragmatists 
through the JCPOA negotiations. But 
something happened in between. The 
main candidate for the White House 
[to carry on negotiations] was Mr. 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. If you remember, 
Mr. Hashemi Rafsanjani entered the 
2013 presidential race. He was so 
politically powerful that if he had not 
been disqualified, he could go, without 
getting the Leader’s permission, to 
the United Nations to give a speech, 
negotiate with Obama, make some 
concessions. The Americans would 
have made deal with Hashemi. 
Why? Because they knew that Mr. 
Hashemi was so powerful that he 
could use their favor inside Iran to 
isolate the revolutionary faction. After 
Hashemi was disqualified, though 
Hassan Rouhani was a member of 
Mr. Hashemi’s political family, the 
Americans knew Iranians and knew 
that Hassan Rouhani was not powerful 
enough to make any deal with him. 
Therefore, the JCPOA negotiation was 
fruitless. Despite negotiations, the 
JCPOA was not considered as a trump 
card for Rouhani. When Hashemi 
Rafsanjani passed away, I wrote that 
Rouhani’s government is doomed, 
because Rafsanjani was the detached 
intellect of Hassan Rouhani cabinet. 
After Hashemi, Hassan Rouhani 
became passive, because, in the eyes 
of the Americans, he lost his main 
supporter. When Mr.  Raisi entered the 
office, the [Iranian] system became 
uniform. The Americans understood 
that they could play in Iran if there was 
dissension and polarity. 

When the system became uniform, 
I said: “JCPOA will be futile.” Why? In 
the then-presidential elections, when 
Mr. Jalili was the candidate against 
Mr. Velayati, in one of the debates, Mr. 
Velayati reminded Jalili scornfully that 
diplomacy is not a philosophy class.  
At the same time, I gave an answer to 
Mr. Velayati in one of my articles that 
in the Islamic Republic, diplomacy is 
a field of philosophy. It was for this 
reason that the late Imam wrote his 
most philosophical letter addressed 
to Gorbachev before the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union. When Zarif became 
the foreign minister and the JCPOA 
was signed, I wrote at the time that 
if the JCPOA was not signed during 
Jalili’s negotiations and was signed 
during Zarif negotiations it was 
because America and the (remaining) 
5+1 group did not seek to resolve the 
issue with Jalili because Jalili was a 
representative of the revolutionary 
faction, and they didn’t want to 
make any concession to them. Zarif 
represented pragmatists, therefore, 
5+1 reached an agreement with Zarif. 
When the government of Raisi came 
to power, it did not make any sense for 
them to make a deal with him and his 
faction. Basically, the main goal is to 
isolate the [Iran’s] revolutionary party.

Meanwhile, several events 
happened in between that changed 
the balance of power in favor of Iran; 
one was Russia’s attack on Ukraine. 
Well, Russia’s attack on Ukraine was 
somehow a good thing for Iran, it 
gave rise to a fuel crisis in Europe. 
On the other hand, not only Biden but 
also the Democratic faction were in 
their most fragile political situation. 
Currently, inflation in America is 
very high and the middle class of the 
[American] society is under undue 
pressure. You know, America was 

once known as happy America. In 
fifties, sixties, seventies, a holiday 
was defined for an American who 
was either in Disneyland, or on a 
trip or at a party and was happy. 
After 2007, when America fell, that 
happy American now works two 
or even three shifts 
to be able to pay his 
bills in the weekend. 
No more weekend! 
Inflation has gone 
up and when Biden 
imposed sanction on 
Russia’s oil, American 
citizens were the 
first who were hit by fuel cost 
which increased from two dollars a 
gallon to seven dollars, five dollars, 
six dollars. Therefore, America is 
suffering more from inflation.  The 
Democratic Party is in its most 
fragile state…. If Biden’s cabinet 
wants to reach any agreement with 
Iran, the Republicans use it as a 
tactic to attack Biden. Also, I ensure 
you that Americans cannot reach 
any agreement with Iran and the 
JCPOA talks result in nothing from 
American side.  

Do you think the Biden 
government pays attention to the 
opposition abroad?

To answer your question, I will give 
a historical example to make it more 
relevant. If you remember, in the 2008 
Nowruz, Obama sent a very polite 
congratulatory letter to the Leader of 
Iran for the first time. And this was a 
signal. Look! The political structure 
of the White House is not uniform. 
Traditionally, the White House is 
divided into doves and eagles. Doves 
of the White House are known for 
their diplomacy, Eagles for an iron fist. 
In 2008, Mr. Obama wrote that letter 
on behalf of the dovish faction with 
Mr. John Kerry and the same Joe Biden. 
The trio took over the game against 
the eagles who were looking for 
radical encounters. On the other hand, 
Mrs. Hillary Clinton and Leon Panetta 
as the Pentagon chief were looking 
for a fight. But Obama took over the 
game and began the 
negotiations through 
Oman. 

Although the 
Leader welcomed 
the negotiation but, 
he gave his historical 
speech in Mashhad 
about “iron hand 
under a velvet glove”. 
Anyway, they came 
forward. Until June, 
when fraud in [Iran’s 
presidential] elections was raised, and 
people took to street. It was after the 
riots in Tehran that the eagles in the 
White House took over the game and 
Hillary Clinton officially promoted the 
riots through Twitter and Facebook. 
Obama resisted until the last moment 
to maintain diplomacy. Not that 
Obama is against them and in favor 
of Iran. They both pursue the same 
goal, using different methods, one 
with diplomacy (and) the other with 
confrontation.  Obama tried as much 
as he could, but after the suspicious 
killing of Neda Agha Sultan, the 
American media promoted it even 
though it was against law, because 
according to the law of journalism 
in the West, no media has the right 
to publish news and images that 
hurt public opinion. On September 
11, when 3,000 people were killed in 
Manhattan, no television showed a 
single body. But in the case of Iran, 

this law was forgotten and the scene 
of the killing of Neda Agha Sultan was 
spotlighted one whole week with two 
goals. The first goal was to influence 
international opinion against Iran, 
and the second target was Obama 
himself because he had resisted a 

little and had not said 
anything [about Neda’s 
death]. Finally, when 
pressure increased, 
Obama was forced to 
give up and make a 
harsh speech against 
Iran.  The Leader 
also gave him an 

answer. Then the dovish faction lost 
the game to the eagles, and they 
continued those games for two years, 
resulting in imposing paralyzing 
sanctions [on Iran]. So, the political 
climate in America is not uniform. 
Currently, there is strong anti-Iran 
lobby in America including the Jewish 
lobbyists who place heavy pressure 
on AIPAC and SWIFT.

In 1988, England played in the 
camp of Israel and the eagles. In 
fact, in 2008, England, Israel, and 
Saudi Arabia were seeking to break 
up nuclear talks and to push toward 
military confrontation. After Mr. 
Malley’s remarks, the opposition 
abroad launched a campaign against 
him. He did not say anything wrong. 
The diplomat was trying to keep the 
game in the field of diplomacy through 
the same dovish faction. But these 
excited masses of Iranians outside 
the country who think there is a smell 
of the revolution [in Iran] increased 
their pressure to such an extent that 
they asked for Malley’s resignation. I 
want to say that there is still the same 
climate of political factions in America 
especially now that America has a 
fragile condition both economically 
and militarily.

About Ukraine. Well, Europe also 
has its own concerns. Europe is not 
the Europe of the Obama era, when 5+1 
(countries) were allies. Now Europe’s 
problem with America is much more 
serious. America does not have 

much concern about 
fuel shortage.  And 
that’s why Europeans 
complain more than 
Americans about 
the issue of drones.  
Sorry to use this term 
“Americans are flirting 
with diplomacy,” 
but Europeans have 
serious concerns. 
Therefore, the 
Europeans have 

taken harsher stand about riots in 
Iran than the Americans. Ukraine, of 
course, is an important reason. But 
another reason is because European 
democracy is extremely secular, that’s 
why Europeans are harsher than 
Americans [in their reaction toward 
the unrest in Iran]. Secularists are 
against hijab. Especially in France 
after the Renaissance hijab became 
strictly a taboo. In America, they don’t 
care much about hijab, but it is very 
important for Europeans. That’s why 
France has taken more sever stand 
than others. 

How do you in general evaluate 
the role of Persian-language media 
abroad about Iran’s internal affairs, 
especially with regard to the events 
unfolded over the last few weeks?

first, these are not media. Media has 
its own academic definition. If you look 
at the recent events, you will realize 
Iran International [TV] is playing the 

main game. A professional journalist 
obviously doesn’t consider them as 
media at all. In fact, professionally, 
a media has no right to introduce 
its own political orientation into the 
program. While in Iran International, 
each anchor has taken stand and 
given judgements. So do not consider 
these media. Most of them are making 
propaganda. BBC can be considered 
as a kind of media. It plays its game 
more professionally. Of course, they 
make mischief, but at least they make 
it professionally. But don’t consider 
Iran International, Manoto, and Voice 
of America as media at all, especially 
Iran International. 

Iran International is Riyadh’s 
political tool. In fact, Riyadh wants to 
take revenge for its failures in Yemen 
and Iraq through Iran International. 
Riyadh has lost the game in Yamen 
despite large investment on Muqtada 
al-Sadr and others. It lost the game 
in Iraq when the new prime minister 
and president of Iraq took office. 
Therefore, Iran International is fueling 
the fire [of riots in Iran].

Second, it goes back to the 
weakness of the media inside Iran. 
Unfortunately, our media did not 
act professionally, especially radio 
and television. You see, the output 
of our radio and television is not 
what it must be. Why? Because 
you monopolize the media; we 
have one radio station in Iran; we 
don’t have any other one, and the 
structure is employee-oriented. So, 
the journalists are not professional. 
They have a monthly salary; they 
want to get their monthly salary 
and do some work to earn their 
money. In America, one faces Fox 
News, CNN, MSNBC,… all of which 
are private and increase the quality 
of their work to steal even one 
audience from each other. But here, 
where there is no competition, there 
is no concern, so the result is a poor 
and weak broadcast. In 2017, when I 
was in America, Ofogh TV invited me 
through Skype; there they showed 
an interview of Mr. Karbaschi with 
BBC who defended Iran’s national 
interests very firmly and seriously. 
Then the anchor asked if you liked 
Karbaschi’s speech. I said of course 
I like it. But why don’t you give this 
tribune to Karbaschi and others like 
him? Or why have you never given 
them a tribune and they must go 
there? We have performed very 
poorly in terms of media and now 
it is quite evident that a media such 
as Iran International with its fake 
news and mischievous propaganda 
can very easily endanger Iran’s 
national interests. If we can say Iran 
International has had any effect.

What is the purpose of the West 
in creating such as huge commotion 
over Iran’s sale of drones to Russia?

Don’t take international laws too 
seriously because they are defined 
based on power. Genghis Khan had 
a ring with the inscription “Force is 
right”. You have as much right as you 
have power. The Europeans who are 
now complaining why Iran is giving 
drones to Russia used to sell a large 
number of weapons from chemical to 
Dassault Super Etendard, Mirage, etc. 
to Saddam Hussein to fight against 
our country. Selling arms to Iraq to 
fight against us was not wrong at that 
time and they did it very brazenly.

The second example is when the 
American embassy was occupied, 
they were creating a fuss that Iran 
has violated the Vienna Convention 
and occupied the territory of the 
embassy. But the same convention 
was violated in 2007 in Erbil when 
helicopters landed on the roof of 
the Iranian liaison Office in Erbil, 
kidnapped our diplomats in bed cloth, 
confiscated our docs and kept [our 
diplomats] for 2 years. Neither the 
European Union nor the UN made any 
comment on it. My point is that don’t 
take international laws very seriously, 
it is all about your power.  Their 
concern is not drones, they’re afraid 
of an Iran which they once refused to 
sell even barbed wire to. But Iran has 
gone so far that it is selling drones to 
a superpower. They did the same to 
Iran. Aren’t these laws the same as 
the ruling laws of that time? I want to 
say that part of these concerns is due 
to their failure in bringing Iran to its 
knees. I explained earlier, another part 
is that Europe is extremely secular. 
And the secular tradition has a very 
negative attitude towards religious 
issues, especially hijab. And the hijab 
and riots are an excuse in the hands 
of Europeans to exaggerate the drone 
issue far more that it is. 

Iran kit in 2022 World 
Cup revealed
Frome Page 1   Iran coach Carlos Queiroz didn’t 

participate in the ceremony.
Iran are called the Lions or the Princes of Persia. 

They are not called the Cheetahs. Iran have competed 
at the 2014 and 2018 World Cups with a cheetah on 
their shirts but they will play without it in Qatar.

The kit was supposed to bring awareness to 
the Asiatic cheetahs, which are facing the threat 
of extinction.

The World Cup is pretty good place to raise 
awareness for something.

Team Melli will start the prestigious campaign 
on Nov. 21 with a match against England.

Iran will meet Wales on Nov. 25, while play the 
U.S. four days later.

Sardar Azmoun,  
Iran key player in 2022 
World Cup: AFC
TEHRAN – Sardar Azmoun is Iran national 

football team’s key player in the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup, the-afc.com reported. 

Group B of the World Cup promises thrilling 
action with Iran looking to advance into the 
knockout stage for the first time. 

Team Melli will have to be at their best with 
England, the U.S. and Wales also looking to advance.

Often called the Messi of Iran, he averages 
two goals from every three appearances for the 
national team. Azmoun played for three Russian 
clubs before moving to Germany this year and 
is renowned for his acceleration, innovation and 
aerial power. Some Iranians have given Azmoun 
the ultimate compliment - comparing him to the 
legendary Ali Daei.

The passion of Bayer Leverkusen forward Azmoun 
for goals is matched only by his love of horses. When 
he is not scoring for club or country, the 27-year-old 
is involved in his horse racing and breeding complex 
in the northern town where he was born. 

Mozambique-born Queiroz, 69, thought his 
dreams of a fourth consecutive appearance at a 
FIFA World Cup as a coach had been dashed when 
Egypt lost to Senegal in an African playoff. But 
Dragan Skocic’s departure led to the return of the 
former Real Madrid manager. 

Queiroz, who was also formerly assistant to 
Alex Ferguson at Manchester United, led the 
Asian giants to the 2014 and 2018 FIFA World 
Cups. After coming last in their group in Brazil and 
then third in Russia, he will have realistic hopes of 
reaching the second round this time.

U.S. defender 
Richards out of World 
Cup with injury
TEHRAN – The U.S. football team defender Chris 

Richards will miss the upcoming World Cup with 
injury, he confirmed on Tuesday.

Richards, who joined Crystal Palace from Bayern 
Munich this past summer, hasn’t played since 
August 27 due to a leg injury.

The U.S. coach Gregg Berhalter will name his 
26-man squad for the tournament in Qatar on 
Wednesday.

Even before Richards’ absence was confirmed, 
the US backline was set to be without fellow 
center back Miles Robinson, following a torn 
Achilles suffered in May.

Berhalter will also be sweating on the fitness 
of full back Sergino Dest, after he missed his third 
straight match for AC Milan on Tuesday night.

Milan said last week that Dest was bothered 
by adductor fatigue.

Loaned to Milan from Barcelona, the 22-year-
old Dest has been limited to two starts and six 
substitute appearances this season. He last played 
Oct. 30 at Torino, entering at the start of the second 
half. Dest has played one 90-minute match for 
Milan, at Chelsea on Oct. 5 in the Champions League.

Dest is the Americans’ first-choice right back and 
a backup to Antonee Robinson at left back.

There are also fitness doubts over Juventus’ 
Weston McKennie and fellow midfielder Luca de la 
Torre, of Celta Vigo.

The U.S. will begin its World Cup campaign 
against Wales on November 21 before 
taking on England (November 25) and Iran 
(November 29) in Group B.

Iranian judokas win 
two golds at 2022 
IBSA Judo World 
Championships
TEHRAN – Meysam Banitaba and Vahid 

Jeddi claimed two gold medals on Day 1 of the 
International Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) Judo 
World Championships, underway in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The competition has brought 250 athletes from 41 
countries together at the Heydar Aliyev Arena.

Banitaba emerged victorious over Turkey’s 
Abdurrahim Ozalp in the J1 -60kg final match. 

Marcos Blanco from Venezuela and Uruguayan 
Henry Borges won the bronze medals. 

Jeddi defeated Ukraine’s Rufat Mahomedov in the 
final match of the J2 -73kg.

Azerbaijan’s Namig Abasli and Olzhas Orazalyuli 
from Kazakhstan claimed bronze medals. 

The competition started on Tuesday and will run 
until Thursday. 

The new eight world champions were found on 
Day 1 of the 2022 IBSA Judo World Championships 
at the Heydar Aliyev Arena, in Baku, Azerbaijan. The 
light weight categories of men and women in both 
classes (J1 and J2) were the first ones to get the blind 
and visually impaired Judo rulers.

Markar Aghajanian 
added to Iran 
coaching staff 
TEHRAN – Veteran coach Markar Aghajanian has 

been added to Iran football team coaching staff.
The 57-year-old coach was Carlos Queiroz’s 

assistant in the previous World Cup.
Queiroz had shown interest in bringing Foolad 

club coach Javad Nekounam to Team Melli but 
the Iranian club rejected the offer.

Aghajanian will be responsible to analyze the 
U.S. matches. 

Iran are drawn in Group B along with England, 
the U.S. and Wales.

Team Melli are scheduled to face England on 
Nov. 21 in their opening match. 

Fatemeh Yousefi 
Withdraws from 
World Weightlifting 
C’ships
TEHRAN – Iranian woman weightlifter 

Fatemeh Yousefi has withdrawn from the 2022 
IWF World Weightlifting Championships

She is suffering from a right clavicle injury 
and is not fit yet.

Yousefi represented Iran at the +87kg 
weight class in the 2022 Asian Weightlifting 
Championships held in Bahrain in October. 

The 2022 World Championships is scheduled to be 
held in Bogota, Colombia from December 5 to 16. 

Women register 
first win at Sitting 
Volleyball World 
Championship
TEHRAN – Iran’s women registered their 

first win at the 2022 Sitting Volleyball World 
Championship, beating Poland 3-0 (25-10, 25-
15, 25-21) on Wednesday.

Team Melli had previously lost to the U.S., 
Slovenia, Canada and Ukraine. 

Iran are scheduled to meet Finland in their 
next match. 

The competitions are being held in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina’s capital Sarajevo and will run 
until Nov. 11.
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IRAN IN FOCUSAmerica cannot 
make a deal with 

Iran: analyst

International 
laws are defined 
based on power.

Riyadh wants 
to take revenge 
for its failures in 
Yemen and Iraq 

through Iran 
International.

‘Iran International is Riyadh’s political tool’ 



from page 1   of the two 
countries, will be realized in this 
government”, the minister added.

The Armenian minister of 
finance for his part expressed his 
happiness that during his first 
visit to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, very good discussions on 
the development of cooperation 
between Iran and Armenia were 
raised, and added: “The economic 
and political relations between 
Iran and Armenia have traditionally 
existed for decades.”

Referring to the important 
issues raised in the talks between 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan and Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi, Khachatryan said: 
“The basis of all talks is long-term 
cooperation between the two 
countries and setting a target of 
three billion dollars for the level of 
trade between the two countries 
shows these basic foundations.” 

Mentioning the 25-percent 
growth in the trade between the 
two countries in 2021 compared 
to the previous year, the Armenian 
minister said, “According to the 
statistics and figures of the nine 
months of the current year, it is 
predicted that the growth of the 
trade between the two countries 
for this year will be more than 40 
percent.”

As previously announced by the 
director-general of Iran’s Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO)’s 
office of Central Asia, Caucasus, and 
Russia, the value of Iran’s export to 
Armenia increased 15 percent in 
the first half of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-October 
22), from the first half of the 
previous year.

Rahmatollah Khormali put the 
value of Iran’s export to its neighbor 
at about $180 million in the six-
month period and said: “Of course, 
these statistics exclude the export 
of gas to Armenia and is related to 
our goods trade with this country.”

Referring to the exchange of gas 
and electricity between the two 
countries, he said that last year, 
120 million dollars of electricity and 
gas were exchanged between the 
two sides, and this figure should 
be added to the trade exchange 
between the two countries, and it is 
expected that by the end of the year, 
the exchange of gas and electricity 
between the two countries will 
reach 400 million dollars.

Mentioning the export of 
technical and engineering services 
to Armenia, Khormali said: “The 
construction of a 60-kilometer 
road is underway in this country, 
and four Iranian companies 
participated in the related tender, 
and the result will be determined in 
the coming days, and if this project 
is handed over to the Iranians it will 
add a good amount to the value of 
our export to this country.”

Iran and Armenia signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) on energy cooperation in 
Tehran on November 1.

Based on the MOU, signed by 
National Iranian Gas Company 
(NIGC) Head Majid Chegeni and 

Armenian Minister of Territorial 
Administration and Infrastructures 
Gnel Sanosyan, the two sides 
agreed on extending a previous 
agreement on swapping gas for 
electricity by the end of the Iranian 
calendar year 1409 (March 2031).

Based on this MOU, according 
to the increase in the volume of 
exported gas, the electricity swap 
coefficient will also be modified, 
Chegeni stated.

Currently, Iran exports one 
million cubic meters of gas to 
Armenia, which will double, the 
official added.

The renewed MOU was signed 
on the sidelines of the visit of 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan, at the head of a high-
ranking delegation, to Tehran on 
November 1.

The Armenian minister of 
territorial administration and 
infrastructures also met Iranian 
Transport and Urban Development 
Minister Rostam Qasemi on the 
same day and expressed interest 
in forming a new transit route 
through Iran to access Persian Gulf 
countries.

During the meeting, the two sides 
reached an agreement to expand 
and develop the International 
North-South Transit Corridor in 
the Iranian territory from Nordoz 
border to Varzeqan and Tabriz.

According to Qasemi, with the 
addition of a new Iran-Armenia 
section to the International North-
South Transit Corridor (INSTC), from 
Nordoz border to Varzeqan and 
then Tabriz, the capacity of moving 
goods and transit through INSTC 
will be significantly improved.

Qasemi also expressed 
Iranian companies’ readiness 
for the exports of technical and 
engineering services to Armenia.

Addressing the press after 
the talks with Qasemi, Sanosyan 
for his part invited Iranian 
companies to participate in his 
country’s development projects 
and announced his country’s 
readiness for the beginning of the 
construction of Armenia’s Kajaran 
Tunnel in the spring of 2023 
with the participation of Iranian 
contractors.

Emphasizing that he has a 
mission from the prime minister 

of his country to announce that 
Armenia is ready to entrust the 
project to Iranian contractors 
without holding any tenders, he 
explained: “We are trying to build 
the Kajaran Tunnel in the spring of 
2023 in collaboration with Iran.”

During an Iran-Armenia business 
forum hosted by the Tehran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) 
in mid-September, the attendees 
underlined the significant position 
of Armenia as Iran’s only land 
gateway for entering Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU) markets.

Iran’s commercial attaché in 
Yerevan Akbar Godari, Head of 
Iran-Armenia Joint Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry Hervik 
Yarijanian, and Head of Aras Free 
Zone Organization Majid Kiani were 
the key speakers at the mentioned 
business forum.

Speaking at the forum, Godari 
stressed Armenia’s unique 
geopolitical situation among 
Iran’s neighboring countries and 
said: “Armenia is the only EAEU 
member with which Iran shares a 
land border, and considering the 
fact that the country’s borders 
with Azerbaijan and Turkey are 
currently closed, Armenian market 

has a lot of potential for Iranian 
businessmen.”

Over the past year since the 13th 
government has taken office, nine 
rounds of negotiations have been 
held between Iran and the Eurasian 
Economic Union, and issues related 
to the implementation of a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) between 
the two sides have been resolved, 
Godari said at the time.

“The negotiations are in the 
legislative stage and will be 
finalized within the next few 
months,” he announced.

Stating that in the last two 
years, numerous Iranian company 
representatives and business 
delegations have visited Armenia, 
Godari said: “The market of this 
country has a big difference with 
some neighboring countries; in 
Armenia, products are imported 
from many countries all around 
the world, so, Iranian products 
have to compete with world-class 
products.”

Elsewhere in the event, Yarijanian 
pointed to the positive relations 
between Iran and Armenia and 
stated: “In the last 30 years, the 
diplomatic relations between 
the two countries and given that 
Armenia shares Iran’s only land 
border with the Eurasian Economic 
Union, the development of 
relations with this country provides 
enormous economic potential.”

Also in early September, Head of 
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO) Alireza Peyman-Pak hosted 
a meeting with Armenia’s Deputy 
Economy Minister Narek Teryan 
in which the officials talked about 
a variety of areas for economic 
cooperation between the two 
countries.

The development of trade 
relations, alternative ways 
of transit, barter trade, the 
establishment of an Iranian car 
production line in Armenia, and the 
establishment of a joint production 
line of household and electronic 
appliances were among the 
subjects discussed at the meeting.

Iran and Armenia had also signed 
an MOU at the end of the two 
countries’ 17th meeting of the Joint 
Economic Committee in Yerevan in 
mid-May.

The MOU, which covers 
cooperation in areas of transit, 
transportation, facilitation of 
exchange of goods, energy, 
development of environmental 
cooperation in Aras area and 
removal of pollution from border 
rivers, as well as medical tourism, 
was signed by Iranian Energy 
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian and 
Armenian Deputy Prime Minister 
Mher Grigoryan, who are the 
chairmen of the two countries’ Joint 
Economic Committee.

In that meeting, which was 
attended by a large number of 
deputy ministers, senior officials, 
ambassadors, and members of 
parliament of the two countries, 
the main issues that play a key role 
in the development of relations 
between the two countries were 
discussed.

According to the officials, the 
purpose of holding the 17th meeting 
of the Iran-Armenia Joint Economic 
Committee was the real and 
tangible development of relations 
between the two countries.

Among the issues raised 
at the meeting were transit, 
transportation, facilitation of trade, 
and broader cooperation in the field 
of energy.

TEHRAN – Head of Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) Gholam-Hossein Shafeie has criticized 
the lack of implementation of intra-regional 
trade treaties among members of the Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO) in a meeting 
with the organization’s Secretary General 
Khosro Nazeri.

Shafeie, who is the periodic Head of the ECO 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, expressed 
dissatisfaction with the level of trade exchanges 
among the members of the union, saying that 
the level of trade is not in accordance with the 
capacities of the region.

“The volume of exchanges within the ECO region 
has not exceeded 70 billion dollars, while the ten ECO 
members’ annual trade with the world amounts to 
930 billion dollars” he regretted.

The Economic Cooperation Organization 

or ECO is an Asian political and economic 
intergovernmental organization that was 
founded in 1985 in Tehran by the leaders of Iran, 
Pakistan, and Turkey.

TEHRAN – The managing director of National 

Iranian South Oil Company (NISOC) has said the 

output of the fields developed by the company 

is going to reach 3.28 million barrels per day 

(bpd) in the next five years, Shana reported.

Speaking on the second day of the country’s 
National Conference on Increasing Oil and Gas 
Well Productivity, Alireza Daneshi said NISOC 
is responsible for the production of about 80 
percent of the country’s oil while accounting for 
16 percent of the natural gas output.

Emphasizing the vast scope of NISOC 
operations, the official noted that the company’s 
five subsidiaries are currently operating in an 
area of 400,000 square kilometers in seven 
different provinces.

Daneshi said his company is going to work 
on a total of 802 oil wells, including 254 under-
development wells and 546 operational wells 
to reach the above-mentioned output within 
the next five years.

TEHRAN – Iran’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization (PMO) has modified its investment 
charter in order to facilitate foreign investment 
in the country’s ports, an official with the 
organization announced on Wednesday.

“Since economic diplomacy is a major policy of 
the 13th government, the charter of investment 
in ports has been facilitated with the aim of 
attracting foreign investors,” IRNA quoted PMO 
Deputy Head Jalil Eslami as saying.

Speaking in a gathering of PMO managers 
with oil and petrochemical industry 
representatives, Eslami said: “We live in a 
period when ports infrastructure development 
is very important and over the past few decades 
positive efforts have been made to increase the 
capacity of ports in the south and north of the 
country.”

According to the official, the capacity of the 
country’s ports is going to be increased to 280 
million tons per annum in the near future.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 6,605 points to 
1.414 million on Wednesday. 

As reported, over 10.627 billion securities 
worth 56.257 trillion rials (about $194 million) 
were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 6,237 points, and 
the second market’s index gained 8,961 points.

TEDPIX gained 43,000 points to 1.283 million 
in the past Iranian calendar week (ended on 
Friday).

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. The other three ones 
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter 
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN - The value of trade between Iran 
and France increased by 53 percent to reach 
€235.4 million in the first eight months of 2022, 
according to the data released by the European 
Union’s statistics office Eurostat.

Based on Eurostat data, the trade between the 
two countries stood at €153.2 during January-
August 2021, IRNA reported.

During the said eight months, Iran’s imports 
from the country marked a 58-percent rise to 
hit €225 million. The European country exported 
€142 million worth of goods to Iran in the first 
eight months of 2021.

Despite the significant growth of French 
exports to Iran during the January-August period, 
the country’s imports from Iran decreased by 
seven percent and settled at €10.4 million. France 

had imported €11.2 million worth of commodities 
from Iran in the first eight months of the previous 
year.

The 53-percent growth of the trade between 
the two countries in the mentioned period is 
significant because the trade between Iran and 
France has gone through a downward trend over 
the past four years, so that in 2018 the trade 
between the two countries declined 36 percent, 
in 2019, 83 percent, and in 2020, as much as 31 
percent. The volume of trade between the two 
countries decreased by 10 percent in 2021.

The value of trade exchanges between Iran and 
France in 2019 amounted to €394 million, which 
was reduced to €271 million in 2020 and to €242 
million in 2021.

According to the Eurostat, the total value of 

trade between Iran and the European Union 
reached €3.403 billion in January-August 2022, 
while the figure was €2.649 billion in the same 
period of 2021.

The value of Iran’s export to the EU member 
states rose 31 percent in the first eight months 
of 2022, as compared to the same period in 2021.

Iran exported commodities worth €727 million 
to the union in the eight-month period of this 
year, while the figure was €555 million in the 
same time span of the previous year.

The EU’s export to Iran also rose 28 percent to 
€2.676 billion from €2.094 billion.

Among the EU member states, Germany was 
Iran’s top trade partner in the mentioned eight 
months, accounting for 64 percent of Iran’s total 
trade with the union.

TEHRAN – Iranian Finance and Economic 
Affairs Ministry has said the government plans 
to continue supporting the stock market in the 
long run and shareholders can count on the 
government’s strategic support, IRNA reported.

“The government, along with its short-term 
and temporary measures to support the stock 
market, has a long-term strategic plan to 
continue supporting the market in the future,” 

the ministry said in a statement released on 
Tuesday.

The ministry’s statement was released in 
response to an article published by Sharq 
Newspaper titled “fear and hope in the capital 
market” in which some worries regarding the 
future of the market have been addressed.

The government managed to show its serious 
support for the capital market with its recent 
support package, the statement read.

“Of course, the 13th government has always 
supported the capital market and the stability 
and outlook of the market have always been 
important for the government. Of course, 
the capital market and the developments in 
this market are affected by the instrumental 
view of the past as well as the real economic 
developments in the country and the changes 
of different variables and risks in the political, 
economic, commercial, and social fields,” the 
ministry stated.
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ECONOMY Iran, Armenia stress 
reaching $3b bilateral trade 

Iran and Armenia 
signed an MOU, 

covering expansion 
of cooperation 
in many areas, 

at the end of the 
two countries’ 
Joint Economic 

Committee meeting 
in Yerevan in mid-

May.

Govt. seeks strategic support 
of stock market 

Iran calls for implementing intra-
regional ECO trade treaties

Output of NISOC developed fields to 
reach 3.28m bpd

PMO to facilitate investment in ports

TEDPIX gains 6,600 points on Wednesday

Trade between Iran, France up 53% in 8 months on year

Iranian Finance and Economic Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi (R) 
and Armenian Finance Minister Tigran Khachatryan 

ICCIMA Head Gholam-Hossein Shafeie (R) and 
ECO Secretary General Khosro Nazeri (L)



Extreme right in Netanyahu’s government 
won’t dent Western support

From page 1    Similarly, there will 
be no demands that Israel commits 
to more rigorous protections for the 
Palestinians under its military rule, 
and no revival of efforts to force it to 
the negotiating table. 

After a little embarrassed 
shuffling of feet, and maybe a token 
refusal to meet with ministers from 
the fascist parties, it will be business 
as usual – the “usual” being the 
oppression and ethnic cleansing of 
Palestinians. 

Dead and buried

None of this is to play down the 
significance of the results. Meretz, 
the only Jewish party that professes 
to favor peace over the rights of 
Israeli settlers, appears to have 
failed to make it over the electoral 
threshold. Israel’s tiny peace camp 
looks dead and buried. 

The secular far-right, the settler 
far-right and the fundamentalist 
religious right have secured 70 of 
the parliament’s 120 seats, even if 
internecine feuds mean not all of 
them are prepared to sit together. 
Enough will, however, to ensure that 
disgraced former prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu returns to 
power for a record sixth time.

All but certain to be at the heart of 
the new government is Itamar Ben-
Gvir, whose party represents the 
brutish, nakedly supremacist legacy 
of the notorious Rabbi Meir Kahane, 
who wished to expel Palestinians 
from their homeland. Netanyahu 
knows he owes his comeback to the 
astonishing rise of Ben-Gvir and 
the Kahanists – and he will need to 
suitably reward them.

Several dozen more seats in the 
Knesset are held by Jewish parties 
that belong to the largely secular, 
militaristic right. Their legislators 
reliably cheer on what now amounts 
to a 15-year siege of Gaza and its 
two million Palestinian inhabitants, 
as well as the intermittent bombing 
of the coastal enclave “back to the 
Stone Age.” 

Neither Jewish Party nor any of 
these parties prefer a diplomatic 
solution over the permanent 
subjugation of Palestinians, their 
gradual ethnic cleansing from 
Jerusalem, and the entrenchment 
of settlements in the occupied West 
Bank. 

Those militaristic right parties 
who achieved victory at the polls 19 
months ago oversaw what the United 
Nations recently predicted to be the 
“deadliest year” for Palestinians 
since it started compiling figures 
in 2005. While in government, they 
shut down six notable Palestinian 
human rights groups, claiming 
without evidence that they were 
terrorist organizations.

Nonetheless, western capitals will 
now pretend that these opposition 
parties offer the hope – however 
distant – of a peace breakthrough. 

Awash in this sea of unmitigated 
Jewish supremacism will sit 10 
legislators belonging to two non-
Zionist Arab-majority parties 
representing a fifth of Israel’s 
population. If they can raise their 

voices loudly enough to break 
through the din of anti-Palestinian 
racism in the parliament chamber, 
they will be the only ones advocating 
a cause the international community 
claims as dear to its heart: a two-
state solution. 

Moment of clarity

The success of the coalition of 
Jewish Power and Religious Zionism, 
which has won 14 seats, should be a 
moment of clarity. In this election, 
political Zionism, Israel’s state 
ideology, broke cover. It has revealed 
itself as a narrow spectrum of ugly 
ethnic supremacist beliefs.

In particular, the ascent of Ben-
Gvir and his party will tear the mask 
off Israel and its supporters abroad, 
who claim that Israel is the only 
democracy in the Middle East, with 
the barely concealed implication 
that it represents an outpost of 
western civilization in a morally 
backward, primitive Middle East.

Ben-Gvir and his allies in 
government make it only too 
evident that western support for 
Israel was never conditional on its 
moral character or its democratic 
pretensions. From the outset, 
Israel was sponsored as a colonial 
outpost of the West – “a rampart 
of Europe against Asia, an outpost 
of civilization as opposed to 
barbarism,” as Theodor Herzl, the 
father of Zionism, termed the role of 
the future Israel.

The central goal of Zionism, 
replacing the native Palestinian 
population with Jewish incomers 
who claim an ancient birthright, 
has been the same, whoever has led 
Israel. The dispute within Zionism 
has been over the means necessary 
to achieve that replacement, based 
on concerns about how outsiders 
might perceive and respond to 
Israel’s state-sponsored racism. 

Over time, liberal Zionism has 
generally concluded that the best it 
can hope for is to herd Palestinians 
into ghettoes to secure Jewish 
dominion over the land. This is 
the apartheid model that the 
international community tried for 
three decades to formalize into a 
two-state solution. 

But liberal Zionism failed to 
subjugate Palestinians, and has now 
been effectively swept from Israel’s 
political scene by the triumph of 
Revisionist Zionism. This is the 
ideology to which a clear majority of 
the new parliament subscribes. 

In the face of Palestinian 

resistance and liberal Zionist failure, 
Revisionist Zionism offers a more 
satisfying solution. It prefers to 
make explicit Jewish supremacy, 
divinely ordained or otherwise, over 
an enlarged territory. It concludes 
that, if Palestinians refuse to submit 
to their status as third-class guests, 
then they forfeit any rights and 
create the grounds for their own 
expulsion. 

Change within Israel

For Palestinians, Ben-Gvir will 
differ from legislators in the other 
parties he will sit alongside in 
government chiefly in terms of 
how boldly he will be prepared 
to embarrass the West – and 
Israel’s liberal Zionist supporters 
– by flaunting what can fairly be 
described as racist views. 

Insofar as Ben-Gvir represents 
a change, it will not be in terms 
of Israel’s actions in the occupied 
territories. They will continue as 
before, though he may prove a thorn 
in Netanyahu’s side on the issue of 
annexation, like many in Netanyahu’s 
own party. 

Rather, Ben-Gvir’s impact will be 
inside Israel. He wants the public 
security portfolio so that he can 
begin turning the national police 
force into a militia in his own image, 
replicating the settlers’ earlier 
success in penetrating and gradually 
taking over the Israeli military.

This will accelerate a trend 
of closer cooperation between 
police and armed settler groups, 
legitimizing even greater use 
of formal and informal types of 
violence against the large minority 
of Palestinian citizens living inside 
Israel. It will also allow Ben-Gvir 
and his allies to crack down on 
“deviants” within Jewish society: 
those dissenting on religious, sexual 
or political matters.

The fascist parties in Netanyahu’s 
future government will seek to build 
on the existing insightful discourse 
against Palestinian citizens living 
inside Israel to characterize the 
minority as a fifth column, and 
to publicly justify its expulsion. 
And this is not unprecedented: 
previous leaders and ministers have 
suggested that Palestinians are 
inherently treasonous, comparing 
Palestinian citizens to “cancer” or 
“cockroaches” and calling for their 
expulsion. 

Meanwhile, Avigdor Lieberman, 
a minister in several governments, 
long ago set out a plan for redrawing 

Israel’s borders to deny parts of the 
Palestinian minority citizenship. 

In the summer, Ben-Gvir touted 
an opinion poll showing that nearly 
two-thirds of Israeli Jews favored 
legislation he proposed to expel 
“disloyal” Palestinian citizens 
from the state and strip them of 
citizenship. Other Jewish parties, 
subscribing to their own versions of 
ethnic supremacism, will struggle to 
find a way to credibly counter Ben-
Gvir’s rhetoric.

Difficult test

All of this will prove a difficult test 
for Israel’s supporters in Europe 
and the US. Most identify as liberal 
Zionists, even though their wing of 
Zionism was eradicated inside Israel 
some time ago. 

Jewish liberal Zionists invariably 
argue that Israel is central to their 
identity. They have even insisted on 
redefining anything but the most 
bloodless criticism of Israel as 
antisemitism. An attack on Israel is 
an attack on Jewish identity, they 
argue, and therefore constitutes 
antisemitism. 

It was precisely that logic that 
was reflected by the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA) when it drafted a new 
definition of antisemitism – one that 
has been widely adopted by western 
political parties, local authorities 
and universities.

The IHRA’s examples of 
antisemitism include labeling Israel 
a “racist endeavor,” comparing 
its actions to those of the Nazis 
(presumably even if real-life fascist 
parties are dictating Israeli policies), 
or requiring of Israel “behavior not 
expected or demanded of any other 
democratic nation” (begging the 
question: what more does Israel 
have to do to stop qualifying as “any 
other democratic nation”?)

Those demurring, such as Britain’s 
former Labour leader, Jeremy 
Corbyn, have felt the full force of 
liberal Zionist wrath – as have those 
campaigning for boycotts of Israel 
to curb its excesses. It was liberal 
Zionists who shut down boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) 
activism.

Will Israel’s supporters repudiate 
the IHRA definition or Israel, when 
Ben-Gvir is sitting in government, 
representing a large chunk of the 
Israeli population? You can bet they 
won’t. 

If Ben-Gvir forces Israel’s 
cheerleaders to choose between 
the ethnic supremacism of their 
Zionism and their liberalism, most 
will stick with the former. What will 
happen, as has happened so many 
times before, is that Israel’s shift 
further rightwards will quickly be 
normalized. Having fascist parties 
inside government will soon become 
unremarkable. 

Worse, Ben-Gvir will serve as 
an alibi for the other far-right 
politicians alongside him, allowing 
the US and Europe to present them 
as moderates; men and women of 
peace, the adults in the room. 

(Source: antiwar.com) 

The Russian-installed deputy governor of 
Kherson, Kirill Stremousov, has been killed in a 
car crash, local officials and media say.

Stremousov, 45, was appointed to his job two 
months after the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

He was one of the most prominent proponents 
of the Russian occupation and became known 
for aggressive statements on social media.

He was wanted for treason by the Ukrainian 
police.

Kherson’s Russian-appointed governor 
Vladimir Saldo said his deputy had been 
killed, but Ukrainian officials have expressed 
skepticism about the reports, which cannot be 
independently verified.

Saldo added that the dead official had left 
behind five children, and he had a sixth on the 
way.

Interfax news agency quoted officials as 
saying the crash happened on a road between 
Kherson city and Armyansk, a town to the south-
east in Russian-annexed Crimea.

Kherson, the only Ukrainian regional centre 
captured by Russian troops after the February 
invasion, lies on the western bank of the Dnipro 
river and is being targeted by a Ukrainian 
counter-offensive.

Stremousov was well known on social media 
for his regular updates on conditions at the 
frontline.

In recent weeks, he had urged civilians to cross 
the river in the face of the Ukrainian advance, 
saying it was “most likely” that Russian forces 
would leave the western bank entirely.

Ukraine accuses Russia of forcibly deporting 
local residents.

Mikhail Razvozhayev, governor of the Crimea 
port city of Sevastopol, described Stremousov as 
“a real patriot of Russia, brave and fearless... it’s 
an irreplaceable loss”.

Several Russian-appointed officials in Ukraine 
have been killed or injured in attacks.

Ukrainian forces continued their advance 
on Wednesday, with reports of heavy fighting 
around the town of Snihurivka, a strategic town 
to the north-east of Kherson.

Meanwhile, images seen by Reuters news 
agency showed a key bridge over the Inhulets 
river at Darivka, east of Kherson, had collapsed 
into the water. It was unclear how the bridge was 
destroyed, although there was speculation it 
might have been blown up by retreating Russian 
troops.

Kherson Russian-appointed deputy governor ‘killed in car crash’
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INTERNATIONAL
Israel is not suddenly a more racist state. It is simply growing more confident 

about admitting its racism to the world

Saudis detain 
American woman 
seeking to leave with 
daughter

Saudi Arabia has taken into custody an 
American woman who has been locked 
in a yearslong struggle to take her young 
daughter back out of the kingdom over 
the objections of her Saudi ex-husband, 
according to U.S. officials and a U.S.-based 
advocacy group.

Carly Morris was summoned to a police 
station in the north-central city of Buraidah 
on Monday and has yet to be released 
by Saudi authorities, according to the 
Washington-based Freedom Initiative. 
The group advocates for people it believes 
wrongfully detained in the Middle East.

U.S. officials said Saudi authorities had 
confirmed the detention of Morris, whose 
efforts to leave the kingdom with her now 
8-year-old daughter have been made 
more difficult by Saudi Arabia’s strict male 
guardianship laws. Morris in recent months 
had spoken to reporters and tweeted about 
her circumstances.

Morris had traveled to Saudi Arabia in 2019 
for what was intended to be a short stay to 
allow her daughter, also an American citizen, 
to meet the family of the Saudi father, said 
Bethany Al-Haidari, Freedom Initiative’s 
Saudi Arabia case manager.

Morris recently tweeted warnings to 
other women with children abroad about 
Saudi Arabia, al Haidari said. “Our embassy 
in Riyadh is very engaged on this case, and 
they’re following the situation very closely,” 
State Department spokesman Ned Price said 
in Washington on Tuesday.

The Saudi embassy in Washington and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not 
immediately respond to an email seeking 
comment.

Saudi Arabia under Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman increasingly has been 
including U.S. citizens and Western-based 
Saudis in a general crackdown on those the 
government sees as rivals or critics.

In August, a Saudi court gave a 16-year 
prison sentence to a 72-year-old Saudi 
American, Saad al Madi, for critical tweets he 
had posted over the years from his home in 
Florida.

Saudi arrest son of a 
political activist 

 A Saudi opposition activist reveals that 
the Saudi authorities arrested his son at 
university to blackmail him. 

Saudi opposition activist, Abdul Hakim 
bin Abdul Aziz, revealed that the Saudi 
authorities had arrested his son, Yasser, 
from his university, as part of the kingdom’s 
aggressive crackdown against activists that 
criticize the performance of the ruling regime 
on social media. 

 “I was informed of the arrest of my 

20-year-old son, Yasser, from his university,” 
bin Abdul Aziz tweeted from France on 
Tuesday. 

 The Saudi opposition activist pointed 
out that the only justification for the Saudi 
authorities to arrest his son is to blackmail 
him, stressing that this step will only 
increase his determination to perform the 
duty he is doing. On Monday, bin Abdul Aziz 
considered that the arrest of his son exposes 
the oppression and tyranny of the ruling 
regime in Saudi Arabia and is a desperate 
attempt to force him to remain silent about 
the violations that the country is witnessing.” 

 It is noteworthy that bin Abdul Aziz is one 
of the founders of the ‘Zawina’ organization, 
which is concerned with supporting the 
families of prisoners of conscience and 
exposing human rights violations against 
detainees and their families. 

 53 people, including minors, facing the 
death penalty in KSAAt the beginning of this 
month, the European Saudi Organization 
for Human Rights revealed that the Saudi 
authorities had sentenced 15 prisoners of 
conscience to death, bringing the number 
of people at risk of death to 53, including at 
least eight minors. 

In the same context, the Saudi Court of 
Appeal extended in October the sentence of 
Tunisian national Mahdia Al-Marzouki, from 
two years and eight months to 15 years, on 
charges of interacting with a tweet. 

 Similarly, the Saudi authorities sentenced 
an American citizen to 16 years in prison for 
criticizing the Saudi regime in a tweet. 

In late August, a specialized criminal 
court allegedly found Saudi Arabian woman, 
Nourah bint Saeed Al-Qahtani, guilty of using 
the internet to tear [Saudi Arabia’s] social 
fabric and sentenced her to 45 years in prison 
as a result, according to documents obtained 
and examined by Democracy for the Arab 
World Now. 

 The court also sentenced Saudi university 
student Salma Al-Shehab to 34 years in prison 
for following and retweeting dissidents and 
activists on her personal Twitter account.

Poor Russia-US ties 
will not improve after 
midterms: Kremlin 

 Results of the US midterm elections will 
not change the “bad” relations between 
Moscow and Washington, the Kremlin has 
reportedly said. 

 According to Russian state media outlet 
RIA Novosti, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters on Wednesday: 
“These elections are important, but it’s not 
necessary to exaggerate their importance in 
the short and medium-term for our relations. 

 “These elections cannot change anything 
essential. Relations still are, and will remain, 
bad.” 

 Peskov said Moscow was so used to 
hearing people say Russia interferes in US 
elections that it was not paying attention to 
new allegations of their involvement. 

He added that it was too early to discuss 
dialogue with the US on extending the new 
START nuclear arms treaty; the deadline is 
2026. 

 Diplomatic relations between Russia 
and the US have been strained since Russia 
launched an invasion of Ukraine. 

 US voters took to the polling booths on 
Tuesday to vote in an election that could 
change which party controls both the House 
and the Senate.
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from page 1    Many believe 
that Rainbow Valley is a geologist’s 
dream and a source of inspiration for 
artists and nature lovers. Imagine a 
narrow valley of multicolored dirt 
and sand and colorful mountains in 
shades of red, purple, yellow, ocher, 
and blue - the result of the uneven 
cooling of molten rock. Spots of 
color form geometric patterns on 
all sides. This incredibly photogenic 
natural landscape is at its best in 
the late afternoon.

Rageh Canyon
The Rageh Canyon, a natural 

attraction, a geopark in Kerman, 
was formed by the phenomenon 
of erosion in the Rafsanjan plain. 
The length of the valley is about 
20 kilometers and the depth of the 
valley is 70 meters.

Entries to the valley vary from 180 
meters to less than three meters. 
The contrast between the flat plain 
and the canyon is monopolized, 
the shapes and volumes created 
by the erosion of the valley. Eagle, 
partridge, and gazelle are some of 
the animals in the area, but Rage 
is close to the protected area of 
Bidoye.

 Taleghan Valley
There are many valleys to explore 

in Taleghan, which is made up of 
76 smaller villages. The first valley 
appears at the top of the mountain 
pass to enter this province, and the 
calm, clear waters reflect the villas 
that dot the hill.

Other tree-lined villages can be 
found in the valleys, surrounded by 
walnut slopes fed by rivers roaring 
in between. Wild horses and the 
sounds of grazing sheep bells are 
a regular occurrence, creating the 
perfect escape from busy city life.

Filband
Situated in the northern province 

of Mazandaran, the village of 
Filband is known for its unspoiled 
nature and the feeling of being lost 
above the clouds.

Filled with hilly pastures dotted 
with grazing sheep and cottages 
peeking out from behind trees, 
a weekend in the quiet village 
promises to calm your mind and 
erase your troubles from big city 
life.

Stars Valley
Stars Valley or the Valley of Stars 

is situated on Qeshm Island. There 
have been many recommendations 
to put on your “must-see” list while 
visiting the vast Island. Formed by 
the erosion of earth and stone by 
wind and rain, the two-million-
year-old Valley of Stars lies west of 
the village of Berkeh Khalaf, some 
five kilometers from the coast 

south of Qeshm Island.

Narratives say a star once fell 
on this area, creating rock shapes 
that make it look like it came from 
another planet. It is the result of 
years of erosion caused by heavy 
rains. The valley is made of marl and 
sandstone, and the rock formations 
vary from tall pillars forming 
canyon-like pathways to hollowed-
out spaces and smooth, rounded 
stones.

Lake Mamraz
Situated some 12 kilometers 

away from Noshahr city in 
Mazandaran province, Lake Mamraz 
features breathtaking sceneries 
with thousands of dried trees 
inside, which may seem scary at 
first glance. It has 700 meters long 
and 300 meters wide and is listed 
as one of Iran’s National Heritage 
sites.

Also, it is known as “The Ghosts’ 
Lake” due to its horrific landscape 
and strange silence. Its water is 
very clear, and the reflection of the 
trees’ images on the lake makes it 
a pristine site that is less known to 
adventurers.

Lar Valley
Lar Valley is located at the foot 

of Mount Damavand. Given its 
diverse ecosystems, it is home to 
various birds, reptiles, mammals, 

and amphibians. Since it’s only open 
a few months of the year, it’s best 
to visit from May to June, when 
the landscape is covered in bright 
yellow wildflowers and wild red 
poppies, which contrast nicely with 
the azure waters of Lar Dam.

It is a top destination for hiking, 
rock climbing, and cycling.

Kool Khersan
Kool Khersan (khersoon) valley 

or Dezful ghost valley is a natural 
tourist attraction in Khuzestan 
province. It is more than 200 meters 
deep and the walls are covered with 
herbs and Siavoshan waterfalls 
and beautifully watered canyons. 
The entrance to Kool Khersan is 
covered in trees (cedars) and palm 
trees, and the huge gravestones, 
vines, and wild figs made this place 
look like the weird valleys from the 
movies.

A bizarre name? Well, Kool means 
a closed valley and Khersan is the 
plural form of Khers, meaning bear. 
People believed that bears once 
lived there.

Shirez Valley
The province of Lorestan is 

known for its natural beauty, and 
the Shirez Valley is one of the most 
amazing places to visit and explore. 
The gorge is of great importance 
for geo-tourism, so even though 

it is not on Iran’s tourist route 
(consisting of the major cities), it 
attracts so many visitors every 
year. It is located at the intersection 
of three provinces: Lorestan, 
Kermanshah, and Ilam.

If you walk here, you will see 
oaks and plane trees over the 
valley. Mother Nature also has wild 
grapes, figs, and pears for you here. 
The best time to visit the Shirez 
Gorge is in spring and summer, as 
the mountains in this area have a 
temperate climate in spring and 
summer. But during the winter and 
autumn, it gets cold here.

Do-Hezar Valley

Located outside of Tonekabon, 
a city in Mazandaran province 
bounded by the Caspian Sea, the 
spectacular Do-Hezar Valley is still 
commonly referred to by its ancient 
name, Shahsavar.

Dense forests, open pastures, 
and flowing streams make up the 
heavenly atmosphere, and it’s also 
a fabulous place to learn about the 
Mazandarani dialect and the culture 
of the local villagers.

Raqaz Canyon

Located in the southern province 
of Fars, Raqaz Canyon features 
countless waterfalls and natural 
pools. Visitors to the canyon can 
embark on a breathtaking 2.5 km 
journey that begins easily with 
short jumps into crystal clear pools.

However, the trek deeper into the 
gorge with its higher falls requires 
technical equipment and a bit of 
experience, especially the highest 
ones at 65 meters. But whether 
you descend or stay to dive several 
times in the easier parts, this 
canyon will not disappoint.

Alamut Valley

Nestled between the arid plains 
of Qazvin and the wooded hills of 
Mazandaran province, the Alamut 
Valley rewards those who take the 
time to traverse it.

The region’s presumptuous 
reputation as the center of power 
for one of history’s most feared 
military forces is only reinforced 
by the unimaginable expanse of 
the valley and the formidable 
mountains that strike you like the 
massive bodies of hibernating 
giants.

If you are a fan of hiking, Alamut 
Valley is a top place for hiking and 
mountain climbing. You can visit 
Ovan Lake and capture picturesque 
photos, walk through the ancient 
and see the Castel of Hasan Sabbah, 
and stay at a local house in one of 
the beautiful villages of Alamut 
Valley.

TEHRAN—Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicrafts has formed a working 
group to study and catalog indigenous games 
played across the ancient land.

The ministry’s National Sports Tourism 
Committee has formed a working group tasked 
to examine and classify local games which have 
long been played in every corner of the country, 
IRNA reported on Tuesday.

Moreover, the tourism body has formed other 
working groups concerning adventure tourism 
and sports tourism in a bid to “achieve serious 
synergy” in domestic and international tourism.

Compilation of native and local events calendar, 
registration and revival of traditional sports 
and native and local games, joint events, the 
establishment of specialized training courses, 
training of specialized sports tourism guides, 
serious benefit from international events, etc. 
should be researched and placed on the agenda, 
the report said.

The oldest reference to the Iranian games, as 
mentioned by Encyclopedia Iranica, can be found 
in a Pahlavi text that probably dates from the 9th 
century.

From the early centuries after Islam, various 
games are mentioned in lexicons and other 
sources. For instance, In his book Hedayat 

al-mota?allemin fi’l-tebb (Guide for medical 
students) Abu Bakr Rabi Ahmad Akawayni Bokari 
(second half of the 4th/10th century) discusses 
different sports and the merits of games and 
describes a few of them.

In a vast ancient culture like Iran, with its 
varied climates and lifestyles, a great variety of 
games and entertainments have commonly given 
life to its people.

The history and whereabouts of games have 
not been recorded. It is only by scrutinizing 
ancient books, one can trace some of them.

There have been different factors involved in 
the field of games in Iran. They are such factors 
as type, age, range, gender, number of players, 
location, time, roles, means, etc. Some of the 
games were played with a little difference or 

different names in several parts of the country.

For instance, in ancient Persia, parents usually 
taught horse riding, shooting, and polo games to 
their children among wealthy families.

Modernization and industrialization have 
initiated radical changes in the lives of people 
all over the world. Iran is not an exception 
to such developments. New technologies, 
time-consuming everyday activities, the 
transformation of some games to international 
sports, modern human international rules, 
etc. have all forced away the old traditional 
entertainments and games. People set aside the 
recreations of vast plains, awesome forests, high 
mountains, and sand beaches and rush into big 
cities.

So, experiencing hard situations and gaining 
the necessary skills are not so important 
to people anymore. New games in Iran have 
replaced old ones. Therefore, various goals have 
ended in different games in the ancient land.

The growing interest in Iranian folklore in 
recent decades has resulted in the publication 
of descriptions of many games played in 
various parts of Iran, often to be found in dialect 
glossaries, but no comprehensive effort has been 
made to record the games and their local and 
regional variants systematically and to classify 
them scientifically.

TEHRAN—Cultural heritage 
department of Ilam seeks to renew 
tourism amenities in one of its war 
museums, which is dedicated to 
Sacred Defense.

Located in southwest Iran, the 
museum features elements and 
properties involving the 1980-

1988 Iran-Iraq war, called Sacred 
Defense in the Islamic Republic.

A total of 23 Sacred Defense 
museums are currently operational 
in the country, and it is planned 
to increase the number to 37 by 
[the Iranian calendar year] 1404 
(starting March 2025).

Such a museum does bargain 
something different in modern 
Iranian history where visitors can 
delve into wreckages of rockets, 
tanks, rifles, vessels, mortars, 
radars, air defense systems, 
grounded jets, military supplies, 
and artillery pieces amongst 

others.

Some of those museums are 
equipped with a state-of-the-
art visual system, including 
projections and video walls, while 
audio recordings relevant to each 
period contribute to its charm.

TEHRAN–The Great Wall of Gorgan, which is 
one of the longest brick barriers of the ancient 
world situated in northern Iran, has enormous 
tourism potential, Golestan province’s tourism 
chief has said.

“Unfortunately, the defensive wall of Gorgan, 
with a history of 1,600 years, has been neglected 
until now, and I hope that this historical work will 
be removed from abandonment,” Mohammad-
Javad Saravi said on Tuesday.

The Great Wall of Gorgan can rival Persepolis 
of Shiraz when it comes to tourism, but it has 
remained neglected until now, the official said.

“Tourists from 73 countries have stayed at 
the closest point to the wall, and we hope to 
effectively introduce this amazing cultural 
heritage to the world with the help of the 
government.”

Also known as Red Wall, which in some ancient 
texts is referred to as the Red Snake, this wall 
is the longest brick ancient barrier between 
Central Europe and China, longer than Hadrian’s 
Wall and the Antonine Wall put together and the 
third-largest wall in the world after the walls of 
China and Germany.

Most parts of the gigantic monument are still 
hidden underneath the surface through some 
segments that have so far been unearthed 

and even restored to their former glory. 
Archaeological excavations have so far identified 
ditches, brick kilns, earthen dams, water canals, 
38 forts, and watchtowers attached to the wall, 
and more than 25 castles in the southern margin 
of the wall as well as several ancient sites from 
prehistoric, historic, and Islamic eras.

The gigantic barrier is also more than three 
times the length of the longest late Roman 
defensive wall built from scratch, the Anastasian 
Wall west of Constantinople. The combined area 
of the forts on the Gorgan Wall exceeds that of 
those on Hadrian’s Wall, about threefold.

According to UNESCO, the Gorgan Wall is 
remarkable not only in terms of its physical 
scale but even more so in terms of its technical 
sophistication. To enable construction works, 
canals had to be dug along the course of the 
defensive barrier to provide the water needed 
for brick production. These canals received 
their water from supplier canals, which bridged 
the Gorgan River via qanats. One of these, the 
Sadd-e Garkaz, survives to 700 m in length and 
20 m in height but was originally almost one 
kilometer long.

The Gorgan Wall and its associated ancient 
military monuments provide a unique 
testimony to the engineering skills and 
military organization of the Sassanian Empire. 
They help to explain its geographic extent, 
from Mesopotamia to the west of the Indian 
Subcontinent, and how effective border defense 
contributed to the Empire’s prosperity in the 
interior and its longevity. These monuments are, 
in terms of their scale, historical importance, 
and sophistication, of global significance.

Golestan is reportedly embracing some 2,500 
historical and natural sites, with UNESCO-
registered Gonbad-e Qabus –a one-millennium-
old brick tower– amongst its most famous.

TEHRAN–A team of cultural heritage 
restorers has finished work on Mayamey 
caravanserai, a 400-year-old roadside inn 
named after the central Iranian town situated 
in Semnan province.

Modest decorations of the caravanseri, its 
worn-out bricks, and traditional insulation 
of the rooftops were among the substances 
treated in this round of restoration in a bid 
to make it a prosperous tourist destination, a 
local tourism official said on Tuesday.

There are four iwans (porches) and two 
entrances in this caravanserai that sprawls 
across 8,500 square meters. The courtyard 
is surrounded by rooms and platforms, and 
behind the rooms are stables. Unlike most 
caravanserais, the sanitary facilities of the 
caravanserai are located outside the building 
and on the western side.

The vast inn is named after Shah Abbas 
the Great (r. 1588–1629), who ordered the 
construction of such roadside inns across 
the country. The mud-brick structure was 
inscribed on the National Heritage list in 1986.

UNESCO assessors will be evaluating this 
Shah Abbasi caravanserai for the possible 
inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage list.

The Islamic Republic has submitted an 
inclusive dossier on its caravanserais to the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization. The dossier comprises 
obligatory data about a selection of 56 
caravanserais, which are scattered across 
the ancient land. And the shortlist includes 
qualified caravanserais located in at least 24 
provinces.

For many travelers to Iran, staying in or even 
visiting a centuries-old caravanserai can be a 
wide experience; they have an opportunity to 

feel the past, a time travel back to a forgotten 
age.

Caravanserai or caravansary is a compound 
word combining “caravan” with “sara”; the 
former stands for a group of travelers and 
the latter means the building. They often had 
massive portals supported by elevated load-
bearing walls. Guest rooms were constructed 
around the courtyard and stables behind them, 
with doors in the corners of the yard.

A couple of years ago, the Iran tourism 
ministry introduced a scheme to keep them 
alive and profitable; tens of caravanserais 
are ceded to private investors for better 
maintenance. Now, some are exclusively 
renovated and repurposed into boutique 
hotels and tourist lodgings.

Cozy chambers that are meticulously laid 
out around a vast courtyard may easily evoke 
spirits of the past. It’s not hard to fancy the 
hustle and bustle of merchants bargaining 
on prices, recounting their arduous journeys 
to one another while their camels chewing 
hay! You can also conceive the idea of local 
architectural style and material in its heyday.

It’s not hard to fancy the hustle and bustle 
of merchants bargaining on prices, recounting 
their arduous journeys to one another while 
their camels chewing hay!

Passing major roads in the country, one may 
see crumbling caravanserais, many of which 
were abandoned for ages. In the Information 
Age, such guest houses have largely lost their 
actual usage.

They often had massive portals supported 
by elevated load-bearing walls. Guest rooms 
were constructed around the courtyard and 
stables behind them, with doors in the corners 
of the yard.

The earliest caravanserais in Iran were built 
during the Achaemenid era (550 - 330 BC). 
Centuries later, when Shah Abbas I assumed 
power from 1588–to 1629, he ordered the 
construction of a network of caravanserais 
across the country. Such roadside inns were 
once constructed along ancient caravan 
routes in the Muslim world to shelter people, 
their goods and animals. The former Silk Road 
may be the most famous example dotted by 
caravanserais.

12 travel 
destinations 

for nature 
lovers
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The Great Wall of Gorgan has 
enormous potential for tourism

Centuries-old caravanserai restored to 

host modern travelers

Tourism ministry to catalog local games played across Iran

Ilam to renovate tourism amenities in museum dedicated to Sacred Defense



TEHRAN – The national festival of 
“Future Iran” is underway in Tehran 
Book Garden, providing various recre-
ational programs for teenagers.

Organized by the cultural and artis-
tic organization of Tehran Municipality, 
the event kicked off on November 2 
and will run until November 11.

Being held on the occasion of na-
tional youth week, various programs 
are performed in line with the inter-
ests of teenagers, and the age group 
of 9 to 18 years, who are the main au-
dience of the festival. Of course, the 
programs of the festival are planned 
in such a way that the children can 
also have fun, and in general, for the 
families.

The “Future Iran” festival consists 
of four main parts, including games, 
booths, stages, and film screenings. 
The games section consists of two 
parts: the first one is dedicated to 
movement games such as football 
challenges, laser tag, skating, zip line, 
kite flying, shooting, etc.

The second part will include board 
games, FIFA league, and console 
games. All games are played as a com-
petition and the winners receive prizes 
each day.

On the final day, all the winners will 
be invited to compete, a special prize 
will be awarded to the champion of 
champions. Teenagers who are pres-
ent at the festival, by participating in 
various games and collecting points, 
can benefit from a gift card to buy 
books.

The third part of the festival is di-
verse booths, which are divided into 
three types for the supply of cultural 
products related to teenagers, for 
example, “experience booths” pres-
ent activities such as pottery, wood-
turning, carpet weaving, etc., and 
some other booths are showcasing 
food and drinks.

In the stage section of the festival, 
there are two inner and outer stages, 
where various programs are held ev-

ery day. Children’s and youth shows, 
performances by musical groups 
and talented teenage singers, and 
stand-up comedy are some of the 
stage programs.

The fourth main part of the “Future 
Iran” festival hosts teenagers in the-
aters, and they screening of movies 
and animations with live dubbing, per-
forming, and holding review sessions 
for some of the films.

This festival also has side sec-

tions, one of which is “TED” for 
teenagers focusing on the expe-
rience of successful teenagers in 
various fields, and “TED” for adults 
who had an interesting and infor-
mative adolescence.

In addition, specialized meet-
ings with the presence of elites of 
each field are held, and the top-
ics of these meetings will be the 
impact of the game streams and 
computer games, the impact of 
university entrance exams, and 
educational justice.

Such an event can appear use-
ful for teenagers as it offers rec-
reational activities to the young 
generation who may face a lack 
of places where they can play 
various physical and intellectual 
games and experience teenage 
gatherings at the same time, in 
addition to providing an opportu-
nity to the financially-struggling 
teenagers in order to experience 
modern techs and games.
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World Science Day for Peace and Development
From page 1    Basic sciences for 

progress in different fields of med-
icine, food industry, agriculture, wa-
ter resources, urban planning and 
energy, environment, communica-
tion, and culture, caused the United 
Nations on December 2, 2021, to call 
2022 the International Year of Basic 
Sciences in the Service of Sustain-
able Development.

The role of basic sciences in real-
izing the sustainable development 
goals of 2030, once again empha-
sized the importance of these sci-

ences and although the budget allo-
cated to basic sciences is different in 
different countries, according to the 
UNESCO science report, 86 countries 
in 2021 earmarked less than 10% of 
the budget to basic sciences and 
more than 30% to other sciences.

Akram Ghadimi, the head of the 
Iranian Association for Populariza-
tion of Science, told IRNA that since 
2012, the association has been cel-
ebrating science for peace and de-
velopment week, which will also be 
commemorated this year by holding 

meetings in a different way.

The event commemorating World 
Science Day for peace and develop-
ment will be held on November 12 
and will host speakers from various 
institutions, including the UNESCO 
Regional Office, the UNESCO National 
Commission, the Ministry of Science, 
the Vice Presidency of Science and 
Technology, and university profes-
sors.

Also, on Tuesday (November 15), 
we will have a meeting on the occa-

sion of the International Year of Basic 
Sciences, with the cooperation of or-
ganizations and institutions.

In addition, we will have another 
meeting in the field of promoting ba-
sic sciences and sustainable devel-
opment with the presence of various 
speakers from universities, which 
will be the background of the con-
ference on promoting basic sciences 
and sustainable development.

This conference focuses on differ-
ent issues, including the importance 

of promoting basic sciences in sus-
tainable development (mathemat-
ics, physics, chemistry, biology), the 
importance of promoting interdis-
ciplinary sciences in sustainable de-
velopment, the relationship between 
basic sciences and other sciences 
(humanities, medicine, technology, 
and engineering), the connection of 
basic sciences with innovation and 
technology, the role of basic sciences 
in creating new job opportunities, the 
role of basic sciences in promoting 
health and food security, the role of 

basic sciences in climate issues and 
environmental protection, changing 
the methods of teaching basic sci-
ences in order to increase interest in 
people, policy making in basic scienc-
es and sustainable development, the 
impact of promoting basic sciences 
and providing strategies.

The award of the Iranian Associa-
tion for Popularization of Science is 
granted every year to the most im-
portant institutions and personali-
ties active in the field of science pro-
motion on World Science Day.

Part 4

There is great variation from year to year, 
and the low precipitation is complemented 
by low humidity and high insolation, with high 
rates of evaporation (especially during the 
summer) and diurnal temperature ranges not 
uncommonly exceeding 30° C. 

Strong winds blow constantly for weeks at a 
time throughout the warmer part of the year, 
especially in the north and east of the plateau; 
they are known as bad-e sad o bist ruz (120-
day wind) in Sistan. Dust devils are ubiquitous, 
and dust storms are not uncommon. 

The wind deflates large quantities of ma-
terial, producing here and there (beside sand) 
such fantastic topographical features as yar-
dangs, known locally as kalut, east of Khabis. 

Vegetation cover varies from less than 5 
percent to as much as 30 percent, even more 
in favored locations, and consists mostly of 
low perennial shrubs, dominated by commu-
nities of Salsola and Zygophyllum (qich) up to 
about 1,300 m and communities of Artemisia 
(dermana), Ephedra, and Amygdalus at higher 
altitudes, with such psammophytes as saxaul 
(Haloxylon spp.) in sandy areas and halo-
phytes like tamarisk (Tamaryx spp.; gaz) in 
drainage channels or saline depressions with 
high water tables. 

In the south wild date palms (Phoenix dac-
tylifera) and dwarf palms (Chamaeropsspp.) 
replace tamarisks. The barren, gravelly sur-
face between perennial shrubs is filled for a 
few weeks in spring with a flush of annuals, 
which are particularly important in the re-
gime of pastoralists, whether nomadic or 
based in villages.

Much of this typical biaban is endowed with 
groundwater supplies that may be good and even 
plentiful, though varying in depth from as much 
as 100 m or more on the upper slopes of alluvial 
fans to very shallow levels close to the centers of 
plains. Soil conditions are often adequate to justi-
fy investment in irrigated agriculture.

Unfortunately, the current state of research 
does not allow even a preliminary assessment 
of how much territory falls within each of 
these categories. 

The map is based on data from a number of 
sources. It is designed to provide a general-
ized representation of the sizes and locations 
of large desert areas relative to other major 
features. 

An exact map is not possible because the 
available sources are derived from incom-
patible attempts by individual investigators, 
each of whom has generalized from limited 
firsthand knowledge. 

The problem is especially noticeable with re-
gard to the boundaries of kavir and sand. The 
2,000-m contour was chosen, and generalized, 
in order to bring out the saucer-like form of the 
Iranian plateau and the continuation of the arid 
zone eastward through Central Asia and Chinese 
Turkestan, as well as to show the approximate 
boundaries of mountainous areas (most of 
them arid and barren except in river valleys). 

At elevations below the contour line only 
large areas of sand and playa are marked. There 
are also many smaller areas of playa, sand, and 
hamada and serir surfaces, often gypsiferous, 
sometimes rolling or hilly. 

Determination of the exact limits and sizes 
of desert areas awaits definitive interpreta-
tion of satellite imagery.

Major desert areas

For most parts of the arid zone data from field 
research are not yet sufficiently detailed to sup-
port more than brief general descriptions of par-
ticular deserts. 

The following brief general description will 
serve as a guide to the literature, which lacks a 
modern synthesis.

The Iranian plateau

The central part of the Iranian plateau resem-
bles a saucer. Alluvial fans sloping down from 
the ranges of the Alborz, Zagros, and Paropamis-
us ranges into the arid interior represent the rim. 

They enclose a system of endorheic basins. 
A few of these basins in the northwest and 
southwest contain permanent lakes (e.g., Ur-
mia, Neyriz, and Bakhtagan). 

Sistan, Jaz Murian, Mashkel, and Lora in the 
south and southeast, on the borders of Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, contain unreliable or 
intermittent lakes, depending upon river flow 
from the mountains to the east. 

Most of the remainder, the vast majority of the ba-
sins, contain playas of varying sizes (Persia, pp. 86-97). 
The largest basins, which lie in the geosyncline that 
forms the center of the saucer, constituting almost 
half of Persia, have the severest desert conditions. 

To be continued

Source: Iranica
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Tehran playing 
host to teenagers 

in “Future Iran”

The “Future Iran” 
festival consists 

of four main 
parts, including 
games, booths, 
stages, and film 

screenings.
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‘Further measures required 
to preserve forests’ 

Iran›s forest area is approximately 12 million hectares with 0.2 hectares 
per capita, which is one quarter of the world average, so attention to preserve 
the forest areas must be four times the global attention, faculty member of 
the Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands has said.

Mohammad Darvish made the remarks on the occasion of the National 
Tree Planting Day, in which people are encouraged to plant trees across the 
country, held on the first day of the National Week of Natural Resources 
annually observed on March 6 to 13.

Unfortunately, forests have been taken for granted in the country, as 
2 million hectares of the northern forests has been depleted since 1330s 
(1950s), thus no serious protection measures have been taken, he said.

Currently, 1.6 million hectares of the northern forests remain in the country, 
which was 3.5 million hectares in 1330s, so 2 million hectares of forest areas 
have undergone deforestation, he further lamented.

حفظ جنگل ها نیازمند اقدامات بیشتر 
وسعت  مراتع،  و  جنگل‌ها  تحقیقات  موسسه  آمار  آخرین  اساس  بر 
رویشگاه‌های جنگلی ایران حدود 12 میلیون هکتار و سرانه هر ایرانی 
سرانه جهانی  چهارم  یک  که  است  هکتار  دهم  دو  از  کمتر  از جنگل، 
برابر   4 جنگلی،  رویشگاه‌های  به حفظ  ما  توجه  باید  بنابراین  می‌شود 

توجه جهانی باشد.
محمد درویش روز چهارشنبه همزمان با روز درختکاری و آغاز هفته منابع 
طبیعی در گفت‌وگو با خبرنگار ایرنا افزود: به نظر می‌رسد در کشور آن‌طور 
که باید به درختان و حفاظت از آنها توجه نمی‌شود؛ نابودی دو میلیون هکتار 

از جنگل‌های شمال از دهه 30 تاکنون گواه این ادعاست.
بنا به گفته عضو هیات علمی موسسه تحقیقات جنگل‌ها و مراتع کشور، 
حدود 1.6 میلیون هکتار از جنگل‌های شمال کشور باقی مانده است که 
این رقم در دهه 30 حدود 3.5 میلیون هکتار بود یعنی در این مدت 
حدود دو میلیون هکتار عرصه جنگلی را از دست داده‌ایم، البته نیمی از 

1.6 میلیون هکتار موجود نیز تا حدود زیادی تخریب شده است.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
New cases 97

New deaths 1

Total cases 7,558,690

Total deaths 144,605

New hospitalized patients 35

Patients in critical condition 86

Total recovered patients 7,333,450

Diagnostic tests conducted 54,435,545

Doses of vaccine injected 155,013,865

COVID-19 UPDATES ON NOVEMBER 9 

Iran, UAE to enhance medical co-op
TEHRAN – Pirhossein Koulivand, the head of 

the Iranian Red Crescent Society, in a meeting 
with Abdul Rahman bin Mohammed Al Owais, 
the Minister of Health in the United Arab Emir-
ates, discussed the development of bilateral 
health cooperation.

Iran has achieved great successes in the 
field of pharmaceuticals and nano-medicine, 
Koulivand said in the meeting on Tuesday.

The production of anti-cancer medicine is 
one of the achievements of Iran’s health sys-
tem, which has been used in an Iranian Hospi-
tal in Dubai and has been effective in treating 
patients, he added.

He went on to note that the IRCS can also be 
a supplier of medicine at a reasonable price in 
the UAE due to its capabilities in the field of 
pharmaceutical production, expressing read-
iness to cooperate with the UAE Ministry of 
Health and develop joint relations.

Al Owais for his part also said that the ac-
tions of the Red Crescent are examples of pro-
phetic duties, Iran is our friend and brother, 
and based on this, bilateral cooperation is de-
veloping, welcoming the bilateral cooperation, 
and creating new mechanisms.

Today, it is not possible to achieve suc-
cess alone in various matters, and accord-
ingly, synergy should be put on the agen-
da, he further highlighted.

Self-sufficiency in pharmaceuticals  
production

The import of pharmaceuticals has declined in 
Iran by 91 percent, which shows the capability of 
the country’s pharmaceutical industry, Moham-
mad Reza Shanehsaz, former head of the Food 
and Drug Administration, said last year.

Today, all medicine used in the treatment of 
coronavirus are produced by domestic manu-
facturers, and if we wanted to import all the 
items, there would be a high exchange rate, 
he further stated, emphasizing that COVID-19 
vaccine development indicates the pharma-
ceutical industry’s capability.

A total of 227 knowledge-based firms are 
supplying medical equipment for health cen-
ters across the country, according to the Vice 
Presidency for Science and Technology.

Iranian-made pharmaceuticals are cur-
rently exported to Canada, Japan, and Europe, 
Faramarz Ekhteraei, chairman of the Iranian 
Pharmaceutical Industries Syndicate said, 

emphasizing that 72 percent of the country’s 
pharmaceutical raw materials are domestical-
ly produced.

Some 40 percent of the country’s total phar-
maceutical exports are biotechnology prod-
ucts, a member of the board of directors of the 
Association of Manufacturers and Exporters of 
Medical Biotechnology Products said.

Iranian-made medicine worth $7.5 million was 
exported to Russia over the past [Iranian calen-
dar] year (March 2021-March 2022), an official 
with the Food and Drug Administration has said.

Iran’s biotechnology products are exported 
to European, Asian, and Latin American coun-
tries, and Iran’s technology can compete with 
other countries in this field, he highlighted.



Frome Page 1   It previously 
won the audience award at this 
year’s Edinburgh International 
Film Festival in Scotland.

The Raindance Film Festival 
announced the winners last Friday.

“Gentle” by Laszlo Csuja and 
Anna Nemes from Hungary won 
the Raindance Discovery Award.

In this film, Edina, a female 
bodybuilder is ready to sacrifice 
everything for the dream she shares 
with her life partner and trainer 
Adam: to win Miss Olympia. The odd 
love she finds on her way makes 
her see the difference between her 
dreams and her true self.

“Leslie” by American director 
Michael Morris was selected as 
“Film of the Festival” and its star 
Andrea Riseborough won the Best 
Performance award.

The Spirit of Festival 
Award went to the British 
mockumentary “Swede Caroline” 
directed by Finn Bruce.

The Korean drama “Swallow” by 
Hee-il Leesong was named best 
international feature.

In this film, a mother disappears. 
A son faces the truth that was 
hidden for thirty years. In 1983, 
a twisted love story among a 

woman, a revolutionary, and a 
fraktsiya unfolds.

The award for best documentary 
went to “My Name Is Andrea”.

Directed by Pratibha Parmar, 
“My Name Is Andrea” is a hybrid 

documentary drama based on the 
life of the writer, Andrea Dworkin 
who decades before #MeToo called 
out sexism with revolutionary flair.

The Raindance Film Festival 
is the largest independent film 

festival in the UK. It is officially 
recognized by the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
USA, the British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts and the British 
Independent Film Awards.

Front cover of the Persian edition of Carlo 
Ginzburg’s book “The Cheese and the Worms”.

Members of director Mohammad-Mehdi Khatami’s 
troupe perform “Sharareh” at Tehran’s Sayeh Hall on 

November 4, 2022. (Honaronline/Zeinab Mahdavi)

Shahrzad Kamalzadeh acts in a scene from “Winners”.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Failures are often the results of timidity and fears; 
disappointments are the results of bashfulness; hours of 

leisure pass away like summer-clouds, therefore, do not waste 
opportunity of doing good.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:48       Evening: 17:21        Dawn: 5:09  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:35  (tomorrow)

Iranian bookstores offer “The Cheese and the Worms”
TEHRAN – “The Cheese and 

the Worms: The Cosmos of a 
Sixteenth-Century Miller” by 
Italian historian Carlo Ginzburg 
has been published by Now.

The book originally published 
in 1976 has been co-translated 
by Abuzar Fattahizadeh and 
Mohammad-Javad Abdollahi. 

“The Cheese and the Worms” 
is a study of the popular culture 
in the sixteenth century as seen 
through the eyes of one man, a 
miller brought to trial during the 
Inquisition. 

Carlo Ginzburg uses the trial 
records of Domenico Scandella, a 
miller also known as Menocchio, 
to show how one person 
responded to the confusing 
political and religious conditions 
of his time.

For a common miller, Menocchio 
was surprisingly literate. In his trial 
testimony he made references to 
more than a dozen books, including 
the Bible, Boccaccio’s “Decameron”, 
Mandeville’s “Travels”, and a 
“mysterious” book that may have 
been the Quran. 

And what he read he recast in 
terms familiar to him, as in his own 
version of the creation: “All was 
chaos, that is earth, air, water, and 
fire were mixed together; and of 
that bulk, a mass formed – just as 
cheese is made out of milk – and 
worms appeared in it, and these 
were the angels.”

The scholarly work is a notable 
example of cultural history, 
the history of mentalities and 
microhistory. It is “probably the 
most popular and widely read work 
of microhistory.”

Persian-language film “Winners” 
named best at Raindance festival 
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Play shows war wounds for women never heal 

The amazing story of the translator of Iranian prisoners in Iraq

TEHRAN – A play on stage at a Tehran 
theater focuses on the idea that wars never 
end for women and they may never get rid of 
war wounds.

Director Mohammad-Mehdi Khatami is 
staging “Sharareh” at the Sayeh Hall of the 
City Theater Complex based on a script he 
wrote in 2014.

The play follows Sharareh, an Iranian 
woman whose fiancé is killed on the frontline 
during the early days of the 1980-1988 Iran-
Iraq war. The repercussions of the tragic loss 
overshadow all of her life.    

“This play puts its spotlight on the mental 
disorders war inflicts upon the widows of 
martyrs, the prejudice against them and 
decisions made about them,” Khatami told 
the Persian service of MNA on Wednesday.

“In other words, the play tells the story of 
the women for whom wars will never end. 
This is not limited only to our country, we 
see it in other countries, too; as nearly four 

decades have passed since the end of the 
war, but the women still suffer from war 
wounds,” he added.

Khatami said that the impact of wars 
should be studied in cities and those people 
who are living behind the frontlines.

“Wars highly affect human relations and 
their consequences place more distress 
in the lives of those who are not directly 
involved,” he noted, and added that his play 
illustrates the lives of such people.

“By this play, I have also tried to portray 
women as loyal and kind companions who 
remain faithful to their love and never give 
up,” he said.

Khatami also plays a role in the play. The 
cast also comprises Nasrin Nakisa, Toktam 
Akhjavani, Amina Khatami, Marjan Alavi, 
Mojtaba Radfar, Parviz Gohari-Rad, Amir-
Ehsan Amirpur, Gholamreza Arefnejad and 
Hamed Vakili.

The troupe will give its final performance 
Friday evening.

Earlier in 2018, Khatami staged “Bloody 
Tuesday” at Sayeh Hall about the members 
of an Iranian family whose relations are 
damaged in the wake of the economic 
recession in the country.

A review of the book “Molla Saleh”

The book “Molla Saleh,” written by Raziye 
Ghobeishi, is about the life of the indefatigable 
worrier, Mulla Saleh Qari, translator of Iranian 
captives in the imposed war. 

We gain a better understanding of this 
book through the author’s opening: I first 
met Molla Saleh in 2010, when he was with 

her daughter and appeared to be exhausted 
on both his face and body. He wasn’t well 
known among either the generation of today 
or the generation of yesterday, despite the 
few things I had heard about him.

Because of his character and the position 
he currently held, he had to be admired for 
the struggles he underwent prior to and 
following the revolution, in the Shah’s prison, 
during the imposed war, and in captivity, as 
well as his isolation and privation even after 
the war.

We visited his home in Abadan numerous 
times in the heat and cold with my veteran 
husband, who was one of his comrades, after 
making numerous phone calls.

In-depth interviews with him and the 
recording of his memories began in the 
spring of 2013 and continued over the course 
of nearly a year and a half. Even though on 
some days we wouldn’t be able to accomplish 
much with him, because of his status within 
his clan and tribe, he would go deal with their 
problems. He battled illness for some time 

and was also under the care of a neurologist. 
The effects of torture were still visible in his 
body and mind, just like they were in other 
soldiers and fighters.

The necessary space for what I needed to 
write was provided in my mind in accordance 
with the environment and knowledge 
that I had more or less touched when the 
interviews were finished in two years, after 
writing the audio files and respecting the 
confidentiality of the memories.

Since the revolution, I had observed the 
behavior of the SAVAK officers. I also 
recalled my difficult life with my martyred 
husband and the hardships of war, bombing, 
human migration, and my war-torn family. I 
began writing once I had them all together 
in my head.

I sometimes shivered while writing 
because the memories were so painful, and I 
felt the effects for a while. When I was done, 
I gave him the texts, and after he read it and 
made any necessary corrections, he approved 
it and signed it...

Shahnameh as a source for popular narratives
Part 2

An indirect influence of the epic on this version 
is manifested in the description of Eskandar’s 
visitation of the tombs (dakhmeh) of Iranian kings 
and heroes, such as Borzu, Esfandiar, Nariman, 
Manuchehr and others.

Dastans echo the Shahnameh on the level 
of discrete episodes and motifs as well.  Thus, 
Rustam’s tricking of the cunning Akvan-e Div who 
casts him into the sea is repeated in Amir Hamza’s 
encounter with the div in the Hamza-nama.  

The motif of the hero’s infiltration into a castle 
disguised as a merchant in the Shahnameh 
(Rustam into Dej-e Sepand, probably interpolated) 
is taken up in the Darab-nama (Eskandar and his 
company of sages disguise themselves as salt 
and garment traders in order to enter an island 
fortress) and the Firuzshah-nama (the Iranians 
disguised as traders capture Estambol).  

Amir Hamza’s encounters with Simorgh, which 
end with the bird’s death, are reminiscent of the 
episodes of Zal and Esfandiar in the Shahnameh.  

The killing of the Koshmayhan tiger (babr) by 
Abu Moslem is modeled on Gershasp’s combats 
with the wolf and the dragon and Rustam’s killing 
of babr-e bayan.  

Among frequently repeated epic motifs that 
may be traceable to the Shahnameh are also the 
description of the banners (derafsh), a single 
combat, the inquiry about the name and emblem 
of the hero before the battle, attaching a sign to 
a new-born child and his subsequent recognition, 
passing through fire as a proof of innocence, etc.  

The characters of Hamza, Abu Moslem, 
and Hosayn-e Kord, persistently identified as 
tahamtan in the eponymous dastans, were 
apparently formed with Rustam in mind.

Poetic interpolations from the Shahnameh 

The interpolation of verses from the Shahnameh 
into prose dastans is a late phenomenon.  

The first narrative with considerable 
interpolation from the epic is Firuzshah-nama 
of Mohammad Bighami.  The only known 
manuscript of the work is dated 1483 and seems 
to have been copied from the autograph already 
in Bighami’s lifetime by a certain Mahmud 
Daftarkhan (an alternative, less plausible, 
suggestion is that the work was written down 
under Bighami’s dictation).  

The dastan had at least one more volume, 
preserved in the late MS of 1787. Most of the 
quotations in the Firuzshah-nama are taken from 
the parts of the epic, which form the so-called 
heroic cycle, with the stories from the reign of 
Kaykhosrow represented most generously.  

Within this reign a particular place is assigned 
to the tale of Kamus-e Kashani and the story of 
Rustam’s campaign against the Khaqan of China 
(11 verses in each case).  

The sections of the Shahnameh which precede 
the period of Kay Kavus and follow that of 
Goshtasp are meagerly represented: the so-called 
mythological period provides six verses, and the 
extensive historical portions, starting with the 
rule of Eskandar, add up to ten verses altogether.  

The interpolations undergo two major 
transformations: (1) de-contextualization, 
when the original context is either partially or 
completely disregarded, while the quotation 
itself is left almost unaltered; and (2) 
substitution, when the quotation is altered for 
the sake of plot adjustment. 

The quotations from the Shahnameh are 
characterized by fragmentation. A collage 
technique is used, mostly in set narrative contexts, 
when single verses from various sections of the 

Shahnameh are joined into one thematic string.  

In dastans, Ferdowsi’s verses often assume a 
formulaic character in accordance with the oral 
traditional aesthetics of this type of narrative. 

Moreover, quotations from the Shahnameh 
are distinguished by a high degree of instability, 
on the verge of disintegration of the original, 
particularly if compared with the minor variant 
readings encountered in the citations from the 
poems of Nezami Ganjavi and Asadi Tusi in the 
Firuzshah-nama.  

The lack of textual fixity contributes to fairly 
numerous idiosyncratic variants, not listed 
in any edition of the Shahnameh. Besides 
quoting from the Shahnameh, although mostly 
with modifications, the dastan compilers 
emulate the epic style, either interspersing 
Shahnameh’s verses with lines of their own 
making, or composing whole poetic passages 
in the motaqareb meter and the masnavi form, 
which show a close connection with the prose 
narrative and often include direct references to 
dramatis personae.

In storytellers’ scrolls (tumar)

A tumar is the written basic storyline of an 
orally performed prose narrative, occasionally 
interspersed with verse. Tumars were compiled by 
professional storytellers (naqqal) to be used in the 
process of apprenticeship or during a performance 
as a memory prop.  

Illiterate storytellers used to listen to the 
scrolls read aloud, memorizing them (Dastan-e 
Rustam va Sohrab, Introd., citing a testimony of a 
professional storyteller in Isfahan).  

Performers who specialized in retelling the 
Shahnameh in prose, and from time to time also 
recited verses from the epic, were known as 
Shahnamekhans (Shahnameh reciter).

The Shahnameh was a constant presence in 
the naqqali repertoire in the Safavid and Qajar 
periods. After 1929, it entirely supplanted other 
traditional epic and prose works as a result of 
government control of folk entertainment, to the 
effect that today naqqali is generally identified 
with the Shahnameh.  

The subject matter conventionally covered the 
stories from Kayumars through Bahman. The 
story of Rustam and Sohrab was given a particular 
place, culminating in a highly dramatic ceremony 
of sohrab-koshi, that is, performing the episode of 
Sohrab getting killed by Rustam.

In tumars, the Shahnameh subject matter 
undergoes abundant changes and variations. Plots 
branch off and side events are added to fill in the 
narrative gaps, the main resource for amplifying 
the story line being the Persian “Epic Cycle”.  

Thus, the stories of Jamshid and Zahhak and 
of Garshasp are mainly based on the Garshasp-
nama of Asadi Tusi; the story of Saam is derived 
from the Shahnameh, ascribed to Khaju Kermani; 
the accounts of Faramarz, Banu Goshasp, Jahangir, 
Borzu, and Bahman owe much to Faramarz-nama, 
Banu Goshasp-nama, Jahangir-nama, Borzu-
nama, and Bahman-nama, respectively, etc.  

Numerous additional heroes are introduced, 
either newly-invented or borrowed from unrelated 
parts of the Shahnameh, as well as from various 
dastans, notably Alp Arslan, while retaining their 
original narrative functions.  

The narrative acquires a strong Islamic 
emphasis; there is a tendency to synchronize 
the national Iranian epic with Islamic history, 
creating a syncretic mixture of pre-Islamic and 
Islamic traditions.  

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.
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