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Report

Nasrallah: Next 
Israeli “fools” will 
“end entity”

Sayyad Hassan Nasrallah, the Secre-
tary-General of Lebanon’s Hezbollah, has said 
that “all Israeli governments are criminals, 
regardless of the elections winner” in the 
apartheid terrorist regime, stressing whoever 
assumes responsibility in the next cabinet will 
speed up the end of the occupation of Palestine.

Touching on the results of the Knesset re-
sults, Sayyed Nasrallah, in a speech delivered 
on the occasion of Martyrs Day on Friday, said 
“the results of the recent Israeli elections do 
not concern us, because all the Israeli parties 
are similar to each other in their crimes.”

He pointed out that “the results of the Is-
raeli elections may have some repercussions 
in Palestine, because power will be taken over 
by fools.” However, he said, the “fools do not 
frighten us.”

Sayyed Nasrallah expressed his belief that 
“the Israeli elections will increase sharp di-
visions and affect the future of this entity 
through the choices” made. 

“The fools who assume responsibilities in the 
next enemy government, will lead the entity to 
the end, and the confrontation inside occupied 
Palestine will accelerate the end of this entity,” 
he highlighted.

The Likud party coalition, led by the war 
criminal Benjamin Netanyahu together with 
far-right extremist Zionist allies, topped the 
results of the Knesset elections, by obtaining 
64 seats, while the coalition of the outgoing 
cabinet, headed by Yair Lapid, won 51 seats. 

Sayyed Nasrallah also said “Lebanon is pro-
tected by God and the equation of force is the 
army, the people and the resistance, and the 
matter does not change for us after the Israeli 
elections, because our strength is known to all.”

Regarding the demarcation of the Lebanese 
maritime borders, a deal that was struck indi-
rectly between Lebanon and the Zionist entity, 
through American mediation, Sayyad Nasrallah 
warned “whoever is betting on an American 
guarantee should first go and ask the Palestin-
ians who betted on the American guarantees in 
their agreements, but for us the result that led 
to the agreement will remain intact.”  Page 5

Iran into 2022 
Asian Water Polo 
Championship semis

TEHRAN – Iran defeated Hong Kong 19-2 
at the 2022 Asian Water Polo Championship 
on Saturday.

Hamed Khanbanan was named as the Man 
of the Match. 

“We have not finished yet. We want to win 
a medal in the competition, that’s why we are 
here,” Khanbanan said.

“We want to book our place in the final 
match,” he added. 

Iran had previously defeated India 19-
4, South Korea 17-8, Kazakhstan 11-10 and 
Thailand 15-3 in the competition.

Team Melli, headed by Aleksandar Ciric, will 
play winners of China and South Korea on 
Sunday in the competition’s semifinals.

The competition is being held in Samut 
Prakan, Thailand from Nov. 7 to 13.

The Asian Water Polo Championship serves 
as qualification for the 2023 World Water 
Polo Championship to be held in Fukuoka, 
Japan.

The top two teams as well as hosts Japan 
will take part in the world championship.

Iran seeks Hamid 
Nouri’s urgent 
release, cautions of 
repercussions

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian has urged the new Swedish 
government to swiftly free Hamid Nouri, a 
former Iranian judiciary official who is being 
held in Sweden.

In a phone conversation with Swedish Foreign 
Minister Tobias Billstrom on Friday, Amir Abdol-
lahian warned of the negative effects of such 
unlawful incarceration on the two countries’ ties.

Amir Abdollahian asserted that Tehran and 
Stockholm’s relations have been severely 
harmed by the politicization of the Nouri case 
and attempts to obstruct a legal investiga-
tion into his case by the terrorist Mujahe-
din-e-Khalq Organization (MKO).

The senior Iranian diplomat stated that 
“certain difficulties have negatively dam-
aged the relations between the two nations 
in recent years, which were mostly the con-
sequence of negative movements and meas-
ures of a third party.”

He declared that “dialog and collaboration 
with the European Union have always been 
welcomed by the Islamic Republic.”

Three years ago, as soon as Nouri arrived 
at the Stockholm Airport, he was detained. 
Authorities in Sweden claimed that he had 
been involved in the 1988 murder and tor-
ture of MKO members. He strongly denies 
the bogus accusations.  Page 2

“Mom”, “Absence”, 
“Lipar” win awards 
at Asian Film Festival 
Barcelona

TEHRAN – The Iranian movies “Mom”, 
“Absence” and “Lipar” have garnered awards 
at the 10th edition of the Asian Film Festival 
Barcelona in Spain.

“Mom”, also known as “Maman”, brought the 
award for best director for Arash Anisi in the 
official section during the closing ceremony of 
the festival last week.

The acclaimed drama portrays a woman, 
who lost all the nice things she once had, 
including her name, her job and her husband, 
years ago after the outbreak of the war. Now 
she works as a taxi driver and lives with her 
three children in a small apartment. In order 
to proceed with her maternal authority, she 
decides to keep her children away from each 
other, and of course from a plot of land that she 
owns. Just when she gets rid of the wife of her 
youngest son, her other son decides to marry 
one of her companions. The story thus unfolds 
in two parallel worlds: in the real world and in 
the world recreated in the film script that her 
youngest son is writing.

Earlier last week, the film’s stars Roya Afshar 
and Erfan Ebrahimi won the awards for best 
actor and supporting actor at the Les Rimbaud 
du Cinema festival in France.

In the Asian Film Festival Barcelona panorama 
section, “Absence” won the best screenplay 
award.  Page 8

TEHRAN- During a meeting between Reza 
Fatemi-Amin, Iran’s industry, mining and 
trade minister, and Saleh bin Said Masan, 
Oman’s deputy minister of commerce, indus-
try and investment, in Tehran, the Omani side 
called on Iran to set up factories and produc-
tion lines in his country.

The meeting was also participated by Head 

of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) 
Alireza Peyman-Pak, the TPO portal reported 
on Saturday.

In this meeting, the Omani official men-
tioned his visit to Iranian industrial complex-
es and factories in Tehran and Isfahan and 
said: “During these visits, we realized that 
Iran has made great progress, and for this 

reason, we want Iranian factories, including 
pharmaceuticals and home appliances facto-
ries, to invest in Oman.”

He also announced his country’s readiness 
for providing tariff and tax facilities and sup-
plying land for the presence of Iranian facto-
ries and setting up production lines in that 
country.  Page 4

TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s team clinched the 
title of the 2022 World Sitting Volleyball 
Championships by swiping past Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 3-0 (26-24, 32-30, 25-12) in the 
final match Friday night.

The competition was held Bosnia and Her-
zegovina’s capital Sarajevo from Nov. 4 to 11.

This is Iran’s record eighth world title.

“Iranian men’s sitting volleyball have al-
ways been a powerful team. What we are 
looking for amongst all the achievements 
that we have is to sustain those achieve-
ments by winning more world titles and 
Paralympic medals,” Iran’s Morteza Mehrzad 

told worldparavolley.org.

Brazil earned the men’s bronze medal, 
beating Egypt 25-21, 20-25, 25-23, 26-24.

In the women’s final, Brazil claimed their 
maiden world title with a hard-fought win over 
fellow first-time finalists Canada.  Page 3

Oman calls on Iran to set up production lines in that country
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World Sitting Volleyball
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TEHRAN –In the southern province of Ker-
man, Gol Ghaltan and Tigh Dagh are ancient 
rituals for keeping babies healthy.

Gol Ghaltan (literally meaning rolling in 
flowers) has roots in an old Iranian myth 
called, ‘The Smiling Flower’, in which pure and 
holy humans promised the birth of a child.

People in Kerman, as well as several oth-
er regions across the country, believe that 

rolling babies among the roses gives them 
joy and refreshment while keeping them un-
tainted and free from diseases. The fresh-
ness of the petals saves the baby’s skin, al-
lowing them to stay happy.

Babies are rolled in the petals of very 
sweet-smelling kinds of flowers, best known 
as Mohammadi roses, in the first spring of 
their lives.

In spring, when the pink roses bloom in 
the gardens, when gardeners, people and 
tourists are getting ready for the rosewa-
ter distillation festival, commonly known as 
“Golab-giri”, female members of the families, 
mainly the baby’s mother, grandmothers, and 
aunts perform the Gol Ghaltan ceremony.

Days before the ceremony, the women go 
to the rose gardens early in the  Page 6

Keeping infants healthy through ancient rituals of Gol Ghaltan, Tigh Dagh
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Istakhr: a royal residence of Sassanid kings 
TEHRAN – The ancient city of Istakhr, which embraces many magnificent palaces, 

fortifications, and temples, was once a royal residence of the Sassanid kings of Persia 
and is located near Persepolis, southern Iran.  Page 6

West Azarbaijan a haven 
for migratory birds

TEHRAN – With more than 70 water habi-
tats, including seasonal and permanent wet-
lands, lakes, dams, and rivers, West Azarbai-
jan has become one of the safe passages for 
migratory birds in the west of the country.

West Azarbaijan is one of the top three 
destinations of migratory birds in the coun-
try, much like Mazandaran and Golestan in 
the north and Khuzestan in the south.

With 45 seasonal and permanent wetlands 
and 14 important dams, West Azarbaijan   
has become one of the safe provinces for na-
tive and migratory birds, including, greylag 
goose, greater white-fronted goose, lesser 
white-fronted goose, red-breasted goose, 
ducks, swans, and pelicans.

Every year, 300,000 migratory birds spend 
winter in this province at the beginning of the 
autumn season, Saeed Shahand, head of the 
provincial department of environment, told 
IRNA on Sunday.  Page 7
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from page 1   Nouri was given 
a life sentence by a Swedish court 
in July. Nouri was found guilty of 
alleged war crimes and crimes 
against humanity by the court. Ira-
nian officials have maintained that 
the verdict is based on claims by 
the cultish MKO that was under the 
list of terrorist organizations by the 
European Union and the U.S. until 
recent years.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized the 
existing close ties between Iran and 
Sweden and recommended both 
countries to work together more 
closely in the future.

For his part, the Swedish foreign 
minister expressed concern over 
the damaging effects Nouri’s case 
has had on the two countries’ ties 
and vowed to vigorously pursue it.

He highlighted that Stockholm 
remains steadfast in its desire to 
strengthen ties with Tehran and 
urged Iran to cooperate more in 
handling the issues of some Swed-
ish citizens who have been arrested 
there.

Amir Abdollahian and Billstrom 
discussed topics of mutual interest 
and global events throughout the 
call.

‘Iran opposes persistence of 
Ukraine war, seeks cease-fire’

During a phone call with his Bul-
garian counterpart Nikolay Milov 
on Saturday, Amir Abdollahian also 
said that his nation opposes the 
prolongation of the war in Ukraine 
and is working to achieve a truce 
between the warring parties.

Amir Abdollahian also denied 
Western charges that Tehran had 
supplied drones to Moscow for use 
in the Ukraine conflict.

“We do not have a restriction on 
the export and purchase of weap-
ons under Security Council Reso-
lution 2231, but we have not sent 
Russia any weaponry to use in the 
Ukraine war,” he explained.

He continued by saying that the 
Islamic Republic is likewise opposed 

to NATO expansion in the region.

Nasser Kanaani, a spokesperson 
for the Iranian Foreign Ministry, 
made similar statements earlier in 
the day, rejecting claims that Iran 
had provided Russia with weapons 
to use against Ukraine

Kanaani asserted that the Islam-
ic Republic is opposed to all forms 
of conflict and supports truce and 
peace in Ukraine.

“Sending Iranian weapons to 
Russia for use in the Ukraine war 
is a baseless accusation that they 
raise every day to legitimize their 
daily practice of exporting weapons 
to Ukraine,” Kanaani said in a post 
on his Twitter account. 

He added those who make such 
allegations against Iran are the 

ones who provoked the conflict and 
are continuing it.

“Iran opposes violence and favors 
a cease-fire and peace,” the spokes-
man said. 

Tehran has vehemently denied 
that Russia has received weap-
onry and drones from Iran for use 
against Ukraine. Tehran maintains 
to have a long-standing defense 
partnership with Moscow and seeks 
a peaceful settlement to the crisis 
via negotiations and diplomacy.

The allegations against Iran first 
surfaced in July, when US Nation-
al Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
claimed that Washington had “in-
formation” suggesting that the Is-
lamic Republic was getting ready to 
give Russia “up to several hundred 
drones, including weapons-capable 

UAVs on an expedited timeline” for 
use in the conflict in Ukraine.

Concurrent with accusations 
against Iran, Kiev receives a variety 
of munitions and weapons from the 
United States and its European al-
lies, stoking the conflict in the for-
mer Soviet republic.

‘Certain Western countries take 
‘unconstructive’ approach in re-
sponse to riots’

Also on Friday, Amir Abdollahian 
criticized several Western nations’ 
“unconstructive” stances and deeds 
in relation to the unrest in Iran.

Certain European officials 
demonstrated during the turmoil in 
Iran that they are chasing their own 
“partisan ambitions rather than na-
tional interests,” Amir Abdollahian 
said in a phone conversation with 
his Spanish counterpart Jose Man-
uel Albares.

In reference to the diplomatic 
attempts to save the 2015 Iran nu-
clear deal, Amir Abdollahian also 
stated, “We always welcome inter-
action with Europe. This is while the 
three countries of Germany, France 
and England have since 2018 not 
been able to implement the nuclear 
agreement, which was an interna-
tional obligation, after the imposi-
tion of sanctions by the Trump ad-
ministration.”

The senior Iranian diplomat also 
emphasized the longstanding con-
nections between the two nations 
and expressed support for the on-
going development of Tehran-Ma-
drid ties.

Regarding the recent terrorist 
assault in the southern city of Shi-
raz, he was appreciative of Spain’s 
stance.

Albares, for his part, denounced 
the terrorist attack in Shiraz and 
conveyed the Spanish government’s 
sympathies with the people of Iran.

The Spanish foreign minister 
stressed the need for dialogue and 
characterized the ties between the 
two nations as “historic.”

TEHRAN - The United States, Britain, France 
and Germany want the International IAEA Board 
of Governors to pass a resolution calling it “es-
sential and urgent” for Iran to explain uranium 
traces found at three undeclared sites, their 
text seen by Reuters showed.

The draft resolution was sent to other coun-
tries on the 35-nation board on Friday ahead of 
a quarterly meeting that starts on Wednesday. 
It also comes the day after the IAEA issued a 
report, also seen by Reuters, on the years-long 
investigation into the traces.

Iran has agreed to hold a meeting with IAEA 
officials in Tehran after next week’s board 
meeting to make progress in the stalled inquiry. 
The issue has been an obstacle to wider talks on 
reviving the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.

“(The Board of Governors) decides it is essen-
tial and urgent ... that Iran act to fulfil its legal 
obligations and ... take the following actions 
without delay,” said the text, dated Friday and 
listing actions such as providing credible expla-
nations for the traces.

Other actions listed included “provide all in-
formation, documentation, and answers the 
Agency requires” and “provide access to loca-
tions and material the Agency requires, as well 
as for the taking of samples as deemed appro-
priate by the Agency”.

The draft text, which would need to be passed 

by a simple majority of board members, also 
said the board “expresses profound concern 
that the safeguards issues related to three un-
declared locations remain outstanding due to 
insufficient substantive cooperation by Iran”.

The Vienna-based IAEA wants tangible prog-
ress at its meeting with Iran and hopes it will be 
the start of a process leading to full answers, 
said a senior diplomat, speaking on condition of 
anonymity due to political sensitivities.

The draft resolution referred to Thursday’s 
IAEA report, which said IAEA Director-Gener-
al Rafael Grossi was “seriously concerned that 
there has still been no progress”.

The board passed a similar resolution in June, 
when only China and Russia opposed it. Iran re-
sponded to the last one by removing IAEA sur-
veillance cameras and other monitoring equip-
ment installed under the 2015 deal, which is on 
life support.

Since then, Iran has installed hundreds more 
advanced centrifuges, machines that enrich ura-
nium, increasing its ability to enrich well beyond 
the limits set by the 2015 deal, which it began 
breaching in 2019 in response to a U.S. withdrawal 
in 2018 under then-President Donald Trump.

Mohammad Eslami, the chief of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran, has said claims of 
undeclared nuclear sites are not based on safe-
guards and are a continuation of “possible mil-

itary dimensions” (PMD), which were resolved 
prior to the signing of the 2015 nuclear deal. 

Eslami added claims of undeclared nuclear 
sites are “politically motivated” and a repetition 
of “what comes out of the mouths of Zionists 
and monafeqin (hypocrites).”

Monafeqin refers to members of Mujaheddin 
Khalq Organization (MKO/MEK), who were re-
moved from the U.S. terrorist list immediately 
after it invaded Iraq in 2003.

Experts say there is an ulterior motive by 
the European trio – Britain, France and Ger-
man – and the United States to repeat claims 
by the Zionist regime of Israel. Experts say most 
probably these countries intend to totally kill 
the JCPOA under the influence of the Zionist 
lobbyists.

Some experts have also raised the question 
that Israel may contaminate some parts in Iran in 
order to make the revival of the JCPOA impossible.

In spite of all these claims, Iran has announced 
its readiness to hold talks with the IAEA.

Early November this month, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian said Iran will 
soon send a team to Vienna for talks with IAEA 
officials.

“In future days Iran will send a delegation to 
Vienna to resume talks and strengthen coop-
eration with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency,” Amir Abdollahian said on November 2.

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
stressed on Thursday that the enemies’ plan 
to sow unrest in Iran has failed, just like the 
plan of harsh sanctions on the country.

Raisi made the statement on Thursday 
during a visit to Pakdasht, a city in southeast 
of Tehran.

The enemy committed the mistakes of 
sanctioning and destabilizing Iran, both of 
which failed, the president stressed. 

“The adversary wants the hope of the peo-
ple to turn into despair, and the enemy does 
not want our nation to advance,” Raisi said, 
adding that “the enemy does not want Iran to 
advance and its scientists to reach the pin-

nacles of science. In the same way as the en-
emy’s sanctions and destabilization policies 
failed, so did their efforts to exert the most 
pressure.”

The president added, “We thwarted the en-
emy’s strategy by nullifying the sanctions.”

Raisi also said the Iran has boosted oil ex-
ports in comparison to the period before the 
introduction of sanctions.

“They intended to isolate Iran, but instead 
they secluded themselves.”

He added chaos and unrest failed to slow 
down the plan to serve the people.

Efforts to slow down Iran’s progress “was 

just an illusion,” the president remarked.

“The enemy was trying to implement in the 
country the same scenario that it implement-
ed in other countries, but it was unaware that 
it is making yet another strategic mistake be-
cause its policy of sanctions and destabilizing 
the country has failed once again,” the presi-
dent stated, adding, “The enemy tried to halt 
the country’s progress and began disrupting 
security.”

The president was directly referring to the 
provocative moves by countries hostile to 
Iran to use the tragic death of Mahsa Amini, 
a 22-year-old woman, as a pretext to desta-
bilize Iran.

TEHRAN - President Ebrahim 
Raisi, Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf and 
Judiciary Chief Gholamhossein 
Mohseni Ejei, who met on Satur-
day afternoon, said it is neces-
sary that officials with different 

positions from the executive, 
legislative and judicial powers 
to attend public meetings, es-
pecially those arranged by the 
youth.

The three top officials also 

called for the need to acceler-
ate presentation of the sev-
enth development plan by the 
Planning and Budget Organiza-
tion (PBO) to the government 
and parliament.

They also called for strength-
ening cooperation between the 
three branches of government in 
line with efforts to resolve prob-
lems more seriously and with 
better coordination 
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Exactly like sanctions, destabilizing ploys of foes failed: Raisi

Raisi, Ghalibaf and Mohseni Ejei call for participation of officials at public meetings

Iran must prevent the West to twist 

countries’ minds: human rights chief 

TEHRAN – The Armenian prime minister 
has called Iran a very important player in 
region and the larger world and said this 
is the reason that Yerevan has established 
close ties with the Islamic Republic, IRNA 
reported, quoting ARMENPRESS.

“Iran is a very important player in region-
al and international issues and this is the 
reason that we are in close communication 
with our partners in Iran,” Nikol Pashin-
yan said in an interview with Public TV on 
Saturday when asked about the role of Iran 
in healing the rifts between Armenia and 
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

In a recent telephone conversation with 
Iranian officials, Pashinyan said Iran has al-
ways played a constructive role in decreas-
ing tensions and resolving crises.

Welcoming the growing ties with Iran, 
he said, “Armenia is seeking to deepen ties 
with the Islamic Republic of Iran in all ar-
eas.”

Prime Minister Pashinyan visited Iran at 
the head of a senior political and economic 
delegation on November 1. He visited Teh-
ran upon an invitation by Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi.

During the visit, Iran and Armenia set the 
target to develop trade and economic ties 
to level of 3 billion dollars.

At a joint press conference with Presi-
dent Raisi, Pashinyan said he agrees with 
the views of the Iranian president on the 
need to establish durable peace and secu-
rity in the Caucasus region.

During the Armenian delegation’s visit 
to Tehran, the two neighboring countries 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) on energy cooperation.

Based on the MOU, the two sides agreed 
on extending a previous agreement on 
swapping gas for electricity by the end 
of the Iranian calendar year 1409 (March 
2031).

Currently, Iran exports one million cubic 
meters of gas to Armenia, which will dou-
ble.

Pashinyan says Armenia ready to take 
more gas from Iran

 In his interview with Public TV, Pashinyan 
said after the completion of the construc-
tion of the third Iran-Armenia power trans-
mission line, Armenia is ready to take more 
gas from Iran to supply more electricity to 
Iran. 

Referring to the MOU on the extension of 
the “gas for electricity” contract signed in 
Iran, the prime minister said. “The essence 
of the contract is that we take gas from 
Iran, produce electricity with that gas and 
return the electricity to Iran, of course, with 
certain ratios to make it profitable. Now, 
in practice, the power lines that exist be-
tween Armenia and Iran are fully overload-
ed. And in order for us to consume more 
gas to generate electricity, we need to be 
able to export more to Iran. And we will get 
that opportunity after the construction of 
the third power line is completed. When the 
construction is finished, of course we will 
be ready to take more gas to supply more 
electricity to Iran.”

Referring to the question whether this 
will not be considered a negative step in 
the background of Armenian-Russian re-
lations, Pashinyan said Armenia produces 
electricity with the gas it receives and re-
turns it to Iran, and uses a part for internal 
needs. “That system exists, there is no con-
tradiction with Russia,” the prime minister 
said.

TEHRAN- Kazem Gharibabadi, secretary 
of the High Council for Human Rights and 
deputy head of the Iranian judiciary, has 
highlighted that his journey to New York 
is intended to stop the spread of false and 
hostile narratives about the recent events in 
Iran by the West.

In addition, Gharibabadi stated to Iranian 
reporters in New York on Saturday that he 
intended to accurately portray the reality of 
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
to the general public and draw attention to 
the damaging role that some states played 
in the most recent upheaval.

The Iranian diplomat is set to engage in 
bilateral and multilateral discussions with 
representatives from other countries while 
attending third committee sessions of the 
UN General Assembly.

He added that the so-called flag-bearers 
of human rights, including the Western gov-
ernments and the U.S. in particular, violate 
human rights inside their own countries, 
making them ineligible to present them-
selves as supporters of human rights. He 
asserted that the issue of human rights has 
now become a political topic. 

While such nations professed to defend 
human rights in the wake of the recent un-
rest in Iran, the lives of millions of Iranians 
have been impacted by the unilateral and 
unlawful sanctions imposed by the United 
States and the European Union, the Iranian 
human rights chief pointed out.

How can these countries claim they sup-
port human rights when about 17,000 Irani-
ans have been slaughtered by terrorists are 
now living in the U.S. and certain European 
nations? he asked.

In order to give them an accurate account 
of the developments in Iran and the destabi-
lizing role that some countries played in the 
most recent unrest “Iran will not let false 
and hostile narrative by the Western states 
and the U.S. divert the minds of other coun-
tries,” he pointed out 

Gharibabadi added he has held consul-
tations with various groups from several 
countries as well as officials of the United 
Nations.

He said Iran has detained more than 50 
members of the MKO terrorist organization, 
as well as 80 members of various Kurdish 
militant organizations and five members of 
the Daesh terrorist organization.

The human rights official also dismissed 
as untrue certain estimates that 14,000 
have been imprisoned in Iran following the 
unrest that erupted around mid-September 
in certain cities in Iran, saying more than 
90% of those who were detained were re-
leased within two or three days.

The adversaries used international orga-
nizations to exert pressure on Iran to ad-
vance their own political agenda by launch-
ing a hybrid warfare against the Islamic 
Republic, he stated.

Armenian PM calls Iran an important 

regional and international player 

Iran seeks Hamid 
Nouri’s urgent 
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of repercussions



TEHRAN- The European troika, 
striving to play a mediatory role over 
the last years between Iran and the 
United States to revive the 2015 
nuclear deal, officially known as Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
have lately unmasked their genuine 
intentions that were shrouded in 
secrecy.     

Since the secession of the U.S. from 
the JCPOA under former U.S. President 
Donald Trump, the European troika 
have attempted to signal readiness 
to position itself as a supporter of the 
JCPOA and a detractor of U.S. policies 
concerning the deal. In addition, as 
former Iranian Foreign Minister Javad 
Zarif said, they made 11 promises 
to Iran to compensate for the U.S. 
withdrawal from the internationally-
recognized accord. 

Later, the promises, as Zarif said, 
failed to be fulfilled, even a single 
one of them. However, since the last 5 
years, they have endeavored to appear 
at least the sponsor of negotiations 
as well as striking a durable deal, but 
over the last few weeks, following 
the unrest in Iran, the mask is being 
whipped off while certain European 
states are using various tools to show 
support for insurgency in Iran by 
fueling the fury.  

Germany is one of the main 
countries playing a role in this 
field, which is covertly and overtly 
embroiled in anti-Iran measures. The 
German embassy in Tehran has played 
a substantial role in the coordination 
of other European countries in this 
endeavor. 

In this respect, German Chancellor 
Olaf Schultz published a video on his 
Twitter in which he reiterated the anti-
Iran and meddlesome stances of his 
country as well as some other Western 
states.

During the footage, he backed up 
the rioters by saying, “We seek to 
step up the pressure on the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and 
the Iranian political leadership.”  

Describing the unrest as an 
“audacious struggle for freedom 
and more justice” and claiming 

“the brutal crackdown” in Iran, the 
German chancellor furthered that 
“sanctions are one of the avenues 
to intensify pressure on Iran.” He 
made such fabricated allegations 
while the country’s authorities have 
made interventionist and anti-Iranian 
statements since the outset of the 
insurgencies.  

The spokesman for the German 
government on November 7 
announced that the country is 
working on imposing a new package 
of embargoes against Iran and “the 
European Union must decide whether 
to sanction the IRGC.”

Also, on November 9, the three 
parties forming the German 
coalition government- the Social 
Democrats, the Greens and the Free 
Democrats- presented a 25-point 
plan to the German parliament, 

which was ratified by the German 
federal parliament Bundestag. Such 
a plan bears the epithet of “support 
the protest movement in Iran!” and 
“escalate pressure on Tehran.” 

The plan’s drafters demand the 
German government to “augment 
political and diplomatic pressure 
on Tehran, especially through 
negotiations on the Iranian human 
rights resolution in the Third 
Committee of the UN General 
Assembly and the UN Human Rights 
Council as well.” 

Furthermore, the German 
government has been asked to 
support the holding of a special 
meeting of the UN Human Rights 
Council on the situation of human 
rights in Iran and the extension of the 
mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur 
on Iran.

Likewise, French President 
Emmanuel Macron hosted several 
Iranian opposition groups at the Elysee 
Palace on Friday. In the meeting, they 
urged Macron to stoke more support 
for the riots in Iran and also called for 
their own recognition.

According to a claim by one of these 
individuals, Macron welcomed the 
initiative, vowing to cooperate more 
with the opponents of the Islamic 
Republic.

It should be noted that French 
feminist writer and film director, 
Caroline Fourest, who is one of the 
columnists of Charlie Hebdo magazine 
publishing cartoons in a bid to insult 
the Prophet of Islam, announced a 
meeting with Masih Alinejad on her 
Twitter. Fourest added that Alinejad 
took a trip to France on behalf of JFK 
from U.S.-based organizations that 
work in line with Kurdish separatist 
parties.

Of course, France’s cooperation 
with Iranian adversaries and terrorists 
is not a new topic. In other words, it 
has been hosting the terrorist group 
Mujaheddin Khalq Organization (MKO/
MEK) for decades, a group that, by 
their own admission, assassinated 
17,000 Iranians in the 1980s and 
colluded with former Iraqi despot 
Saddam Hossein against their nation.

England, which is the main host of 
anti-Iran media, summoned Tehran’s 
chargé d’affaires on Friday. British 
Foreign Minister James Cleverly has 
claimed that Iran has threatened 
Iranian journalists living in London! 
While the state-funded Persian BBC 
is openly fanning the flames of unrest 
in Iran, the foreign minister said that 
his country will not tolerate “threats 
and intimidation” by foreign countries 
against people living in Britain.

In addition, it is better to focus 
on the recent developments in the 
European troika and the United States 
regarding the nuclear issue. All of 
these measures can be featured in 
the direction of the West’s “hybrid 
war” against Iran, having no aim other 
than artificial respiration to a fake 
revolution.

Iran into 2022 
Asian Water Polo 
Championship 
semis
Frome Page 1   The competition is being held 

in Samut Prakan, Thailand from Nov. 7 to 13.
The Asian Water Polo Championship serves 

as qualification for the 2023 World Water Polo 
Championship to be held in Fukuoka, Japan.

The top two teams as well as hosts Japan will 
take part in the world championship.

Nasrin Shahi 
secures 2024 
Paralympics berth 
TEHRAN – Nasrin Shahi of Iran secured berth 

for the 2024 Paralympic Games in Paris. 
Turkey’s Aysel Ozgan won the gold medal 

in the thrilling P2 - women’s 10m air pistol 
SH1 finals held at the Al Ain 2022 World 
Championships. 

Ozgan finished with 233.1 for the gold medal 
followed by Shahi on 230.9 points.

Hungary’s Krisztina David settled for a 
bronze with 211.6 points.

Iranian assistant 
referees cherishing 
Qatar 2022 dream
TEHRAN - Asia’s match officials will be well 

represented at the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
with a record 19 Referees, Assistant Referees 
and Video Match Officials (VMOs) appointed.

As they represent the Continent at the highest 
level, the-AFC.com profiles the Assistant Referees 
who will be on duty in Qatar 2022.

*Mohammadreza Abolfazli (IRN) and 
Mohammadreza Mansouri (IRN)

Both Abolfazli and Mansouri have been 
trusted assistants to compatriot Alireza 
Fahgani, with the trio forging a telepathic 
partnership over the years. 

 Faghani and Mansouri created history by 
becoming the first Asian refereeing team 
to officiate in the final of the Men’s Olympic 
Football Tournament between Germany and 
gold medalists Brazil in Rio de Janeiro. 

Meanwhile, Abolfazli assisted Faghani at the 
AFC Asian Cup Australia 2015 Final between the 
hosts and Korea Republic.

Mansouri will be featuring in his second 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar while Abolfazli will 
be making his first appearance at the global 
showpiece.

*Can you tell us what it means for you to be 
appointed to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022?

 Abolfazli: When I started refereeing, my 
biggest dream was to participate in the FIFA 
World Cup and this appointment is most 
gratifying because it means I have been 
successful at reaching my goal.

*This year, the largest cast of AFC match 
officials have been selected. In your opinion 
does this reflect the positive development of 
match officials in Asia?

 Mansouri: Of course, the AFC has organized 
so many courses and programs and the 
commitment to equip all of us with the best 
skills is the reason for our collective success. 

*Can you tell us a bit about your 
preparations for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022?

 Abolfazli: At this moment, the most 
crucial aspect is to maintain my fitness. 
At the same time, it is important to keep 
my energy levels high and remain positive. 
Additionally, my family continues to provide 
me with the best possible conditions and 
environment to prepare so I can have a 
successful FIFA World Cup. 

*How have the AFC programs helped shape 
your career as a match official?

 Mansouri: The AFC programs have 
helped immensely, particularly through the 
opportunity to officiate in high intensity 
matches and top-level competitions.  

For me, the best time to learn is during the 
tournaments because of the courses which 
take place in between the matches. The 
instructors are there to give you pointers and 
crucial information which you can then apply in 
the next match and over time, you will observe 
an improvement in your performance. 

*What advice would you give to new match 
officials and what are your aspirations for 
Asian match officials in the future?

 Abolfazli: My advice is to train seriously, be 
hard-working, and mentally prepare yourselves 
for the unexpected all the time. First, I hope that an 
Asian team makes it to the Final of the FIFA World 
Cup, but if not, then I hope that a match official 
from the AFC will be in charge of the decider.

Iran’s women’s 
football team beat 
Belarus
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s football team 

defeated Belarus 1-0 in a friendly match held in 
Tehran on Saturday.

Melika Motevalli scored the sole goal of the 
match in the 45th minute. 

Team Melli are also scheduled to play the 
European team on Tuesday at the Ararat 
Stadium.

These friendlies are part of the National 
Team’s preparation in their 10-day training 
camp which has started on Nov. 6.

Under leadership of Azmoun, Iran finished 
runners-up at the 2022 CAFA Women’s 
Championship in July.

Mehrzad: We should 
be the heroes of  
our lives
TEHRAN - Being the second tallest man in 

the world, everyone’s attention pans to Iran’s 
Morteza Mehrzadselakjani everywhere he 
goes, but the 35-year-old sitting volleyball 
athlete remains shy and humble.

“I am not sure if my specific participation in 
the game could necessarily inspire other sitting 
volleyball athletes, but what I see is that this 
sport is dedicated to people with disabilities. 
And what it does is draw them out of isolation 
in society and prove that they could be active in 
sports,” Mehrzad told Paravolley.org.

“I am not that significant of a person to send 
a message to anyone, but the only thing I could 
say is that we should all be heroes of our lives 
or world champions of our lives. And if we want 
change, we should start from within.”

Mehrzad has won two straight gold medals 
at Rio 2016 and Tokyo 2020, and first won 
the world title at Arnhem 2018. At the 2022 
World ParaVolley Sitting Volleyball World 
Championships in Sarajevo, Mehrzad and his 
teammates clinched another title.

“It has been my second time in the World 
Championships and thank God we have won it 
again,” he said.

“Iranian men’s sitting volleyball has always 
been a powerful team. What we are looking for 
amongst all the achievements that we have 
is to sustain those achievements by winning 
more world titles and Paralympic medals. We 
want to continue our streak of victories.”

Sarkhosh wins silver 
at World Snooker 
Championships
TEHRAN - Lim Kok Leong defeated Iran’s Amir 

Sarkhosh to become the first Malaysian to win 
the World Amateur Snooker Championships title.

Kok Leong defeated Sarkhosh 5-0 (68-63, 
67-42, 78-0, 80-7, 73-54) in the final in Antalya, 
Turkey.

Kok Leong had beaten Pakistan’s Babar 
Masih 5-3 in the semi-finals while Amir won 
5-3 against Robin Hull of Finland.

The IBSF World Snooker Championship 
(also known as the World Amateur Snooker 
Championship) is the premier non-professional 
snooker tournament in the world.
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IRAN IN FOCUSEuropean 
troika is 

unmasking

TEHRAN- Iran’s ambassador and permanent 
representative to the United Nations has 
underscored that the status quo in Afghanistan 
is the outcome of foreign military intervention in 
the country with the ostensible goals of battling 
terrorism and establishing democracy to the 
war-ravaged nation.

The statement was given by Amir Saeed 
Iravani during a UN General Assembly meeting 
on Thursday about violence and violation of 
human rights in Afghanistan.

The text of the ambassador’s speech is as 
follows: 

Over the past four decades, the General 
Assembly has addressed the situation in 
Afghanistan, focusing on peace, stability, good 
governance, human rights, and development.

This year, the General Assembly will consider 
the draft resolution considering the Situation 
in Afghanistan for the first time since the 
irresponsible withdrawal of foreign forces and the 
Taliban’s takeover and debate comes at a critical 
time in the ongoing situation in Afghanistan which 
is now dealing with a number of interconnected 
and overlapping crises.

The humanitarian situation is particularly dire. 
Millions of people are now living in poverty. Food 
insecurity is exacerbating and human rights 
continue to be violated particularly against women 
and girls, who are still denied access to education. 
Meanwhile, the de-facto authorities have yet to 
fulfill their international obligations.

The current situation in Afghanistan serves 
as a reminder that military intervention in 
other countries under the pretext of combating 
terrorism while claiming to bring democracy, 
peace, and prosperity not only degrades those 
common values but also harms those States 
and their people. This Catastrophic situation 
entails responsibility and obligations for those 
foreign forces that illegally invaded and occupied 
Afghanistan under the guise of fighting terrorism 
and left nothing but devastation in their wake.

Today my delegation will vote in favor of the 
draft resolution L.11 to send a strong message 
that all members will stand firmly in unity with 
the people of Afghanistan in our efforts to build 
a peaceful, prosperous, and self-resilient country. 
That was the overarching principle guiding our 
approach to the negotiations.

The future of Afghanistan principally 
contingents on the restoration of the country’s 
Constitution and a strong commitment to it. An 
inclusive government based on an established 
constitution is the only way to ensure and protect 
the rights of all Afghan people, including women 
and girls, as well as linguistic, racial, and religious 
minorities. In a multi-ethnic and diverse society 

such as that of Afghanistan, no single group, 
party, or faction, can claim to hold power by 
itself alone. The Taliban must be mindful of the 
international community’s repeated calls for the 
formation of such a government that accurately 
reflects Afghanistan’s multi- ethnic society. The 
formation of an inclusive government based on 
an established constitution is a prerequisite and 
critical component for international recognition.

The international community must sustain its 
support to Afghanistan, particularly in terms of 
the provision of humanitarian and development 
assistance that has been critical in responding 
to the immediate needs of the Afghan people, 
maintaining basic services, and reviving the 
economy.

In this regard, restoring banking and 
financial systems as well as enabling access 
to frozen assets belonging to the Afghan and 
Afghanistan’s Central Bank for the benefit of 
the Afghan people is crucial and is a sustain 
and long-term solution in 
addressing the humanitarian 
situation in Afghanistan. We 
emphasize that those assets 
must enjoy immunity and be 
safeguarded from domestic 
judicial processes and the 
exercise of extraterritorial 
jurisdictions.

It is also regrettable that 
— again due to the objection 
of some Western countries 
— the draft resolution has 
failed to refer to the role of 
foreign military intervention 
as well as the irresponsible 
withdrawal of foreign forces from 
Afghanistan in emerging such a dire situation 
in Afghanistan. Moreover, we strongly 
emphasize the necessity of investigating 
allegations of war crimes committed by 
foreign forces, including those previously 
conducted and now “deprioritized” due to bias 
and political pressure.

Afghanistan’s security situation remains 
a source of concern, since attacks against 
civilians and civilian infrastructure, including 
educational centers and diplomatic premises, 
are on the rise. We strongly condemn all such 
attacks, most of which are perpetrated by 
terrorist groups, particularly Daesh, elements of 
which are still being transferred from Syria and 
Iraq to Afghanistan.

Terrorism has had a devastating impact on 
Afghanistan and its neighboring countries. 
We share the strong determination of 
the international community not to allow 

Afghanistan’s territory to be a safe haven for 
Al-Qaida, Daesh, or other international terrorist 
groups and their affiliates or used by them to 
threaten or attack any country. We highlight the 
international community’s ongoing demand that 
the Taliban must commit to fighting terrorism.

Equally critical, addressing the serious threat 
caused by illicit opium cultivation as well as drug 
production and trafficking, must be a priority. 
Iran is directly affected by this menace and pays 
a high price for it. Over the past 40 years, Iran 
has played an active role in combating drug 
trafficking in the region, in which, nearly 4,000 
members of Iran’s law enforcement forces have 
been martyred and over 12,000 others have 
been injured. We stress the importance of the 
narcotics ban on the cultivation, production, 
trafficking, and consumption of illicit drugs and 
express our concern regarding the fact that the 
amount of illicit opium cultivation, as well as 
drug production, has been raising at alarming 

levels, since the Taliban 
takeover of the country.

Iran also highlights the 
importance of a comprehensive 
approach in addressing the 
drug problem of Afghanistan, 
which includes agricultural and 
rural development programs 
for the creation of improved 
alternative, licit livelihoods for 
farmers.

We believe that this 
important annual resolution 
shall also be improved by 
highlighting the vital role 

of regional organizations in promoting 
the long-term stability of Afghanistan. We 
would like to highlight the Foreign Ministers’ 
Meetings Among the Neighboring Countries 
of Afghanistan, which enjoy a large area 
of expertise and has proved its great value 
on critical issues for Afghanistan. Regional 
cooperation and regional connectivity are 
key and effective means for us in promoting 
and bringing about peace, security, stability, 
and economic development in Afghanistan 
and the region.

The Islamic Republic of Iran in close 
coordination with Afghanistan’s neighbors 
and other relevant parties, and while fully 
respecting Afghanistan’s territorial integrity, 
unity, and political independence, will 
continue its endeavors to assist the people of 
Afghanistan in restoring peace and stability 
and paving the way towards well-being and 
prosperity of all Afghans.

Iranian envoy faults military intervention for situation in Afghanistan

“Food insecurity 
is exacerbating 

and human rights 
continue to be 

violated particularly 
against women, 

who are still denied 
access to education.”



from page 1   During the 
meeting, the parties discussed 
and exchanged opinions 
regarding the solutions for 
the development of trade 
between the two countries, joint 
investments, clearance of goods, 
preferential trade agreement and 
the presence of Iranian companies 
and factories in Oman.

Fatemi-Amin, for his part, 
pointed to the readiness of 
Iran and Iranian companies 
and factories to invest in Oman 
and added: “Now one of the 
home appliance manufacturing 
factories is ready to build a 
production line in Oman, but we 
suggest that this production 
line be built with the joint 
investment of Omani and Iranian 
businessmen.”

During another meeting 
between the Omani deputy 
minister and the TPO head on 
Wednesday, Peyman-Pak said 
trade between Iran and Oman 

increased by 70 percent in the 
first seven months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
21-October 22), as compared to 
the same period last year.

He said boosting trade with 
Oman is one of the business 
priorities of the Iranian 
government.

Masan for his part called 
Iran a brotherly country and 
added: “In previous meetings 
we talked about how to solve 
trade problems between the 
two countries [and thanks to the 
recent developments] today we 
are discussing how to develop 
trade.”

Back in August, Peyman-Pak 
had said that the value of Iran’s 
non-oil export to Oman can be 
boosted to one billion dollars by 
the end of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 20, 2023).

For this purpose, a workshop 
entitled “Iran-Oman Trade” 

was held in Tehran on August 
3 with the participation of 
senior officials from both sides 
including the head of TPO, the 
director-general of TPO’s West 
Asian department, the deputy 
ambassador of Oman to Tehran, 
Iran’s commercial attaché 
to Oman, chairman of Oman 
Chamber of Commerce, head 
of Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) and representatives of 
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA) and 
Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping 
Lines (IRISL) as well as Export 
Guarantee Fund of Iran (EGFI).

During the meeting, Peyman-
Pak pointed to the situation of 
Iran’s trade with the Sultanate of 
Oman and said that Iran’s trade 
with Oman in the previous Iranian 
calendar year (ended March 20) 
registered a 99 percent growth 
as compared to the preceding 
year due to the special attention 

of 13th government under 
President Raisi for boosting trade 
with neighboring countries.

Last year, the trade between 
Iran and Oman reached $1.336 
billion, indicating a growth of 
57 percent compared to the 
preceding year.

Back in July, the Iran-Oman 
Joint Chamber of Commerce 
signed a trilateral memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with 
TPO and Iran’s Small Industries 
and Industrial Parks Organization 
(ISIPO) to facilitate the export 
of non-oil goods to Oman and 
to increase the volume of trade 
between the two countries.

According to Peyman-Pak, the 
main goal of this memorandum 
is to facilitate the participation 
of the country’s manufacturers 
and production units located 
in industrial parks in Oman’s 
specialized exhibitions and to 
increase the presence of Iranian 
products in the Omani market.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 11,739 points to 
1.426 million on Saturday.

As reported, over 8.885 billion securities 
worth 58.075 trillion rials (about $200.2 
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 10,279 points, 
and the second market’s index gained 18,425 

points.

TEDPIX rose 131,000 points (10.21 percent) 
to 1.414 million points in the past Iranian 
calendar week (ended on Friday).

As reported, it was the highest weekly 
rise during the current Iranian calendar year 
(began on March 21).

After a long period of decline, the stock 

market transactions finally returned to the 
upward cycle from the last two weeks and 
under the influence of the decisions taken 
by the government and the Securities and 
Exchange Organization (SEO), and increased 
the hope of shareholders to invest again in 
this market and obtain a reasonable return 
from it.

TEHRAN- Commodities valued at $191.299 
million were exported from Qom province in 
the first seven months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-October 22), a provincial 
official announced.

Esfandiar Darikvandi, the director-general of 
Qom province’s customs department, put the 
weight of exported goods at 220,340 tons.

The official predicted that the value of exports 
from the province surpasses $300 million by the 
end of the present Iranian year.

As previously announced by the head of 
Foreign Trade Office of the province’s Industry, 
Mining and Trade Department, export from Qom 
province rose 92 percent in the past Iranian 
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20), from 
the previous year.

Mojtaba Farhadi said that commodities worth 
$283 million were exported from the province in 
the past year.

He named metal products, rubber and plastic 
items, and foodstuffs as the main items exported 
from the province in the past year.

As announced by the spokesman of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-oil export rose 
5.6 percent during the first seven months of the 
current Iranian calendar year, as compared to the 
same period of time in the past year.

According to Morteza Emadi, Iran exported 
61.283 million tons of goods valued at $28.406 
billion in the mentioned seven months, 
registering an 18.2-percent decline in weight.

Liquefied propane, methanol, liquefied butane, 
film-grade polyethylene, petroleum bitumen, 

liquefied natural gas, urea, iron and steel ingots, 
and light oils and petroleum products were the 
main exported products in the said time span, 
accounting for 41.9 percent of the total value of 
the exports.

Major export destinations of the Iranian 
non-oil goods were China with $9.181 billion of 
imports, Iraq with $4.029 billion, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) with $3.476 billion, Turkey with 
$3.081 billion, and India with $1.098 billion.

According to the official, the Islamic Republic 
has also imported 19.747 million tons of non-
oil commodities worth $31.727 billion in the 
first seven months of the present year, with a 
14.4-percent growth in value and a 15.7-percent 
decrease in weight, year on year.

The first five items of goods imported into 
the country in the said period include corn, rice, 
wheat, soybeans, cell phones, sunflower and 
safflower oil, tractors, and unrefined sugar.

The United Arab Emirates with $9.435 billion 
was the top exporter to Iran in the mentioned 
seven months, followed by China with $8.284 
billion, Turkey with $3.218 billion, India with 
$1.695 billion, and Germany with $991 million 
worth of exports.

Reportedly, the value of Iran’s non-oil trade 
rose 10 percent during the first seven months 
of the present year, as compared to the same 
period of time in the past year.

Iran traded 81.03 million tons of non-oil 
products worth $60.133 billion with other 
countries in the mentioned period.

The weight of the total non-oil trade in the said 
time span declined 17.6 percent, year on year.

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial 
official, over 6,000 units of the National Housing 
Movement are under construction in Kordestan 
province, in the west of Iran.

Esmaeil Zare’i Kousha, the governor-general 
of the province, said: “Unlike the first months, 
when the implementation of national housing 
and land supply was slow, now the work process 
is positive and has gained a good speed, and this 
procedure should be continued.”

After National Housing Action Plan (started 
in 2018), National Housing Movement is the 
government’s second major program to provide 
affordable housing units for the low-income 
classes.

The operation for the construction of 209,212 
residential units of the National Housing 
Movement began in early February.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned 
operation and also to launch some development 
projects in the housing sector was attended by 
the transport and urban development minister.

National Housing Movement to construct four 
million housing units in four years is one of the 
major plans of the current government in the 

housing sector.

According to the plan, out of these four 
million residential units, 3.2 million units will 
be constructed in cities and 800,000 units in 
villages, some of these units are currently being 
constructed after providing lands and preparing 
the necessary conditions.

Land supply was the first condition for the 
realization of the national movement plan and 
housing construction, in this regard, a series of 
measures were taken by the government and 
Ministry of Transport and Urban Development. 

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s 
export to Africa exceeded $910 
million in the first seven months 
of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21-October 22), the 
vice president of Iran and Africa 
Merchants Club announced.

According to Ruhollah Latifi, 
Iranian traders exported 1.787 
million tons of commodities 
worth $912,100,920 to African 
countries in the mentioned 
seven-month period, IRIB 
reported.

The official put the total 
Iran-Africa seven-month trade 
at 1.851 million tons valued at 
$972.969 million, of which the 
share of Iran’s import was 65,118 
tons valued at $60.868 million.

The official named South 
Africa, Mozambique, Sudan, 
Nigeria, and Ghana as the 
main export destinations and 
Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa, 
Ghana, and Congo as the major 
sources of imports of Iran among 
the African countries in the first 

seven months of the present 
year.

Latifi noted that last year 
trade between Iran and Africa 
reached $1.250 billion with a 100 
percent growth, and considering 
the current trend of trade with 
the African continent the figure 
is expected to reach $1.7 billion 
by the end of the current year 
(March 20, 2023).

Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO) Alireza 
Peyman-Pak has said the country 
is taking the necessary steps to 
increase annual trade exchanges 
with African countries to $5 
billion by the Iranian calendar 
year 1404 (begins in March 
2025).

Peyman-Pak said the trade 
with the mentioned countries is 
expected to reach $2.5 billion by 
the end of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 20, 2023).

Referring to the preparation of 
the country’s trade development 
roadmap at the beginning of the 

work of the 13th administration, 
the official said: “In this roadmap, 
major factors including exports 
and the share of different 
sectors are specified, and in the 
case of Africa, the priorities and 
targets for trade with different 
countries and the requirements 
for reaching these targets are 
determined.”

Peyman-Pak put the share of 
African countries in Iran’s export 

basket at $1.2 billion, saying: 
“Africa’s annual imports amount 
to about $580 billion and our 
share of this figure is still small 
despite all the efforts. We have 
managed to export $1.2 billion to 
this market.”

He further mentioned the 
capacities of the mentioned 
continent for the export of 
technical and engineering 
services and said: “The total 
exports of technical and 
engineering services to Africa is 
currently $300 billion; But our 
share last year, despite a slight 
increase reached only $200 
million, which is still small.”

According to the TPO head, 
in order to increase the level 
of trade with Africa certain 
infrastructure including 
transportation and direct 
shipping lines, as well as proper 
legal, commercial, monetary, 
and banking relations must be 
provided, and TPO has been 
recently focusing on providing 
such requirements to facilitate 
trade with Africa.

“To solve the transportation 
problems, four countries have 
been selected in East, West, 
South, and North of Africa, to 
launch air and shipping lines,” he 
said. 

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s export to 
India increased by 40 percent in the first 
eight months of 2022, from the same period 
of time in 2021, IRNA reported citing the data 
released by the Indian Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry.

As reported, Iran exported commodities 
worth $407 million to India in the eight-month 
period of this year, while the figure was $290 
million in the same time span of the past year.

Petroleum products and fruits were the 
major products Iran exported to India in the 
said period. Iran exported $102 million worth 
of petroleum products and $101 million of 
fruits to India in the mentioned time span.

During January-August of the present year, 
India’s export to Iran also increased 56 percent 
to stand at $1.384 billion, while the figure was 
$886 million in the first eight months of 2021.

Rice and tea were India’s major products 
exported to Iran in the said period during 
which the country shipped $913 million worth 
of rice and $63 million worth of tea to the 
Islamic Republic.

According to the Indian Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, the value of trade 

between Iran and India stood at $1.791 billion 
during January-August 2022, rising 52 
percent from $1.176 billion in the same period 
of time in 2021.

Based on the mentioned data, India’s 
imports from Iran in August doubled 
compared to the same month in 2021 reaching 
$46 million. India imported $23 million worth 
of goods from Iran last August.

India’s exports to Iran in August also 
increased by 80 percent to reach $141 million 
from last August’s $78 million.

In late May, Iranian Ambassador to India Ali 

Chegeni said that Iran and India are trying to 
diversify the channels of payments to expand 
bilateral trade.

In an exclusive interview with Financial 
Express Online, Chegeni said, “We are trying 
to diversify the channels of payments and 
accordingly wish to extend and expand an 
already existing mechanism in order to cover 
all of the goods and services including all of 
the non-oil goods and to achieve this”.

“During the past two years, because of Covid 
restrictions, we pursue the issue via virtual 
dialogues and currently, our officials are 
following the matter through the exchange of 
delegations”, the envoy stated.

“We want to develop our economic and trade 
relations beyond energy and petrochemical 
products. Due to the complementarity of 
Iran and India’s economies, an extensive 
range of non-oil trade exists between the 
two sides including trade on goods and 
services, investment, tourism, education, and 
… which may pave the way for multiplying 
our economic relations ten times more than 
current relations in mid and long terms”, 
Chegeni said.

TEHRAN - The 26th meeting of the Energy 
and Environment Committee of the Tehran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture (TCCIMA) was held on Saturday, 
during which the issues and challenges of 
the country’s private electricity sector were 
discussed.

Held at the place of Iran Electricity Industry 

Syndicate (IEIS), the event was attended by the 
members of the mentioned committee and 
some of the private contractors active in the 
electricity sector, the TCCIMA portal reported.

During the meeting, the attendees raised 
some issues and suggested some proposals 
regarding the country’s Seventh National 
Development Plan in order to facilitate the 
activities of private sector companies working 
in the electricity sector.

They called on the government to stop 
interfering with the affairs of private sector 
contractors and maintain the role of supervisor 
in energy trade.

Finally, after the discussion and exchange of 
opinions about the proposed solutions, it was 
decided that the opinions of the private sector 
regarding the Seventh National Development 
Plan would be discussed and reviewed during 
a meeting with the energy minister and the 
officials of this ministry.
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ECONOMY Oman calls on 
Iran to set up 
production lines 
in that country

Iran’s trade with 
African countries is 
expected to reach 

$2.5b by end of 
current Iranian year 

TCCIMA calls on govt. not to 
interfere with private energy trade

TEDPIX gains 11,700 points on Saturday

Commodities worth over $190m exported 

from Qom province in 7 months

Over 6,000 National Housing Movement 

units under construction in Kordestan 

7-month exports to Africa exceed $910m

Iran’s export to India increases 40% in 8 months yr/yr



People protest, groups slam ‘repressive’ 
climate as Bahrain holds election

Bahrainis stage demonstrations 
and rights groups denounce a 
“repressive climate” as the US-
allied Persian Gulf state holds 
parliamentary elections after 
dissolving main opposition groups 
and cracking down on dissent.

Demonstrators took to the 
streets in the coastal village of 
Dumistan on Friday night, carrying 
pictures of Bahrain’s most 
prominent cleric Ayatollah Sheikh 
Isa Qassim, imprisoned political 
dissidents as well as those killed 
at the hands of regime forces.

They expressed solidarity with 
political prisoners and jailed 
activists, called on people from all 
walks of the society to stay away 
from the polls during November 12 
elections.

The protesters also called for an 
end to human rights violations and 
the release of political detainees.

Elsewhere in the northern 
villages of Abu Saiba and Shakhura, 
groups of demonstrators 
called for an election boycott, 
a comprehensive political 
solution amid the Manama 
regime’s crackdown on dissent, 
and demanded a transition from 
the monarchy to the rule of the 
people, by the people, and for the 
people, and a new constitution.

A similar rally was staged in 
al-Muthallath al-Samoud region 
as well, where participants 
demanded boycott of the 
November 12 parliamentary 
elections and a new constitution.

“The responsibility of Bahrainis 
is to boycott the election, and 
participation in it is a betrayal,” 
he said in a televised address 
broadcast live on Friday on several 
Arabic-language television 
networks.

The distinguished Shia cleric 
noted that the Bahraini parliament 
acts in favor of the monarch and 
to the detriment of the Bahraini 
nation.

Bahrain’s main opposition 
group al-Wefaq National Islamic 
Society, in a statement released 
on September 14, described the 
boycott of November 12 polls 
as a national duty, emphasizing 
that the ruling Manama regime 
maintains absolute control over 
the electoral process and seeks to 
install a weak legislature, whose 
main task would be to burnish the 
image of the corrupt Al Khalifah 
dynasty and cover up its human 
rights abuses.

It added that the constitutional 
and political rift between the 
Bahraini regime and the nation is 
deepening day by day, the main 
reason for which, it said, is the lack 
of any social agreement between 
the two sides.

In the absence of a real 
administration, the Al Khalifah 

regime continues its authoritarian 
rule by imposing its political, 
economic, security and social wills 
on the Bahraini nation, Wefaq said.

Bahrainis on Saturday 
voted in parliamentary elections 
held in an environment rights 
groups described as “political 
repression” since the Persian Gulf 
Arab state has dissolved the main 
opposition groups and cracked 
down on dissent.

Just over 500 candidates were 
running for 40 parliamentary and 
30 municipal seats, authorities 
said.

Parliament consists 
of the elected Council 
of Representatives and the Shura 
Council, whose 40 members 
are appointed by the king.

The regime said 344,713 voters 
were eligible to vote, down from 
365,467 in the last polls in 2018. 

London-based Bahrain 
Institute for Rights and 
Democracy, describing the vote 
as a “sham”, said legislation 

on voter inclusion appeared 
to target individuals who had 
boycotted earlier polls.

“This election will not introduce 
any change,” Ali Abdulemam, a 
Britain-based Bahraini human 
rights activist, said. “Without 
the opposition we will not have a 
healthy country,” he told AFP.

The restrictions have ignited 
calls for a boycott of Saturday’s 
elections which come more than 
a decade after the 2011 popular 
uprising.

Since then, authorities have 
imprisoned hundreds of dissidents 
– including Wefaq’s leader Sheikh 
Ali Salman – and stripped many of 
their citizenship.

International human rights 
organizations have argued 
that the vote is being held in 
an “environment of political 
repression.”

Citing Bahraini civil society 
figures, the rights groups said the 
retroactive bans have affected 
between 6,000 and 11,000 
Bahraini citizens.

The elections “offer little hope 
for any freer and fairer outcomes,” 
they said.

Many Bahraini Shias complain of 
facing discrimination in areas such 
as jobs and government services 
in the nation of 1.5 million. 

A small oil producer that is 
home to the US Navy’s Fifth Fleet, 
Bahrain is one of the most 
indebted states in the Persian Gulf.

It was bailed out in 2018 by 
wealthy neighbors with an 
aid package of $10 billion tied 
to reforms aimed at attaining 
fiscal balance by 2024. 

(Source: Press TV)

From page 1   “American guarantees cannot 
be trusted to preserve the maritime border 
delimitation agreement. Only the element of the 
resistance force can be relied upon to maintain 
and guarantee the maritime border delimitation 
agreement,” he insisted.

“Washington did not complete the maritime 
border demarcation agreement for the sake of 
Lebanon, but rather to spare the region from 
war, because its priorities are different,” the 
Hezbollah leader pointed out, adding, “Lebanon 
obtained the demands of the Lebanese state in 
the maritime border demarcation agreement 
with its strength to capture this historical 
moment.”

Israel made attempts to drill oil and gas in 
waters that legally belong to the Palestinians. 
However, the Israeli drilling was put on hold 
after Hezbollah vowed to go to war before 
an agreement is reached on the demarcation 
between the two sides.

Touching on the U.S. midterms, Sayyed 
Nasrallah pointed out that “the results of the 
U.S. elections do not change anything because 
the United States, with its Republicans and 
Democrats, is one-sided.”

In response to the statements of a U.S. 
official who spoke of “scenarios that could 
lead to salvation [of Lebanon] from Hezbollah,” 
describing the movement that has defeated 
Israel and liberated Lebanon from Israel 
occupation as “a plague or a curse,” Nasrallah 
stressed that “Hezbollah is the one who 
removed the curse of the United States from 
Lebanon and killed this plague.”

He added, “the United States is 
the basis of the curse, the plague 
and the epidemic, and it is the one 
that infiltrates often, commits and 
backs massacres after our peoples 
faced its curse and its plague.” 

Both American parties, he 
noted, have launched and backed 
wars and conflicts. 

The Hezbollah chief also said 
“the United States was the one who 
brought the Takfiri terrorist plague to Lebanon, 
and Hezbollah confronted and removed it,” 
adding that “it was the United States that 
wanted to stir chaos in Lebanon in 2019 by 
supporting the demonstrations after its plans 
for the country were foiled.”

Lebanon faced a period of unrest in October 
2019 when people rioted on the streets in a 
suspicious manner. The havoc also mysteriously 
coincided with similar scenes in Iraq during the 

same month. Both countries are allies of Iran.

Sayyed Nasrallah continued “it was the United 
States that sponsored the chaos of October 
2019 and planted its curse” but Hezbollah 
confronted it.

“The American blockade is still continuing 
on Lebanon by preventing any investments or 
economic aid to the country, and this in itself is 
a curse and a plague.”

The Lebanese resistance leader said “the 
United States prevents any country from 
helping Lebanon” and “if a country wants to 
help Lebanon and break the American blockade, 
the United States prevents the Lebanese 
government from accepting that assistance.”

He added, “Will Lebanon dare to accept 
the new Russian aid, or will it succumb to the 
threats of the United States?” 

Also, he said, “Iran agreed to the request 
of a Lebanese delegation that visited there 
to help Lebanon, but the American curse 
prevented the aid.”

The Hezbollah chief also said “whoever 
prevents Egyptian gas and 
Jordanian electricity from Lebanon 
is the one who approves Caesar’s 
law, that is, the United States,” 
noting that “the Americans who 
failed to bring down Syria through 
terrorists and the financing and 
backing of Takfiri terrorists, now 
want to bring it down through 
hunger and cold.”

Sayyed Nasrallah called on leading 
Lebanese officials “not to succumb to the 
plague and epidemic of the United States, which 
only want to protect Israel.”

“The enemy is trying, through advanced 
technology, to corrupt our generations and 
change their beliefs, and this represents a 
huge danger,” he noted, stressing that the 
path of “our martyrs” throughout successive 
generations has solidified the enemy’s failure 
to achieve its goals.

The resistance leader went on to say that 
the equation of the army, the people and the 
resistance will protect Lebanon, and that the 
guarantee for the continuation of the maritime 
demarcation agreement is the strength 
of Lebanon and the elements of power it 
possesses. 

He blamed the successive U.S. governments 
for the survival of Israel in West Asia and for all 
its attacks on the Palestinians, stressing that all 
of Israel’s crimes in Lebanon from 1982 until the 
year 2000 were nurtured by the U.S. 

“They were the curse and the plague that 
came to our country.”

It was the resistance movements, including 
Hezbollah, that removed the curse and expelled 
the American plague from Lebanon, he said, 
reiterating that the destruction of the region 
with wars from Afghanistan to Iraq and the 
July 2006 war is the work of the American 
administrations and the American “epidemic”.

He also explained that “two years ago we 
agreed with the brothers in Iran to sell oil 
derivatives to Lebanon in Lebanese pounds to 
save billions of dollars on the Lebanese treasury, 
but the Americans prevented the government 
from accepting that.”

Regarding the recent foreign-sponsored riots 
in Iran, Sayyed Nasrallah affirmed that Iran has 
once again triumphed over the American and 
Israeli sedition and conspiracy plots, noting that 
this is the nature of the Americans who are still 
relying on the option of chaos and civil war in 
Lebanon, thinking that it will end the resistance 
in the country.

He also highlighted that the Lebanese army 
rejects the idea of confrontation with Hezbollah 
which the American administration seeks to 
achieve, stressing the right for an environment 
of resistance in the face of Israeli threats.

Sayyed Nasrallah also pointed out that a 
large part of the Lebanese people wanted to 
be reassured of the resistance by the next 
President. “We want a President of the Republic 
who is strong, not afraid, not sold or bought. 
What we want is a president who does not stab 
the resistance in the back only.”

Lebanon currently has a power vacuum as 
different political factions are in talks to agree 
on a President, Parliament speaker and Prime 
Minister. Each post must go to a different sect, 
and some analysts say this system, created by 
foreign powers, is the cause of repeated political 
stalemates in the country. Michel Aoun’s term 
as president ended on October 31.

Nasrallah: Next Israeli “fools” will “end entity”
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“Iran decisively 
defeated the 

American-
Israeli-

Western 
conspiracy.”

Lavrov discusses US 
threats to APAC at 
Phnom Penh East 
Asia summit

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov is 
participating in the 17th East Asia Summit in 
Cambodia.

The meeting started on Saturday and lasts until 
Sunday.

From Cambodia, Lavrov will travel to Bali as the 
head of Russia’s delegation to the G20 summit.

Within the framework of the East Asia summit, 
the Russian side intends to discuss in detail 
the challenges that the Asia-Pacific region is 
encountering. According to Moscow, the key ones 
among them are the attempts by the United States 
of America and its allies to upset the balance of 
the current system of transnational relations 
established in the region and their aspiration “to 
bring a confrontational charge to Asia with narrow-
bloc instruments of domination.”

Russia also sees “dangerous trends” in the fact 
that NATO military and military-technological 
structures “are literally being brought” into the 
region, merging this infrastructure with the military 
potential of Washington’s allies including the AUKUS 
alliance (Australia, Britain, and the US). Lavrov 
repeatedly stressed that the South China Sea would 
become a new NATO’s “line of defense.”

Yoon voices 
hope for swift 
reactivation of  
Seoul- Beijing-Tokyo 
cooperation

President Yoon Suk-yeol on Saturday voiced hope 
for a swift reactivation of trilateral cooperation 
mechanisms among South Korea, China and Japan.

Yoon made the remark during a summit 
involving the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and South Korea, China and 
Japan, known as the ASEAN Plus Three, which 
brought together the leaders of nine ASEAN 
countries, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.

“South Korea will play an active role as this 
year’s chair of the South Korea-China-Japan 
summit and coordinator representing South 
Korea, China and Japan for the ASEAN Plus 
Three,” Yoon said. “I hope trilateral cooperation 
mechanisms, including the South Korea-China-
Japan summit, will be swiftly reactivated.”

The three nations have not held a trilateral 
summit in nearly three years. The last such meeting 
was held in China in December 2019.

Biden to urge Xi 
to call on North 
Korea to restrain 
provocations
US President Joe Biden plans to urge Chinese 

President Xi Jinping to work to restrain North 
Korea’s nuclear and missile provocations when 
they meet in Indonesia next week, a senior US 
official said Saturday.

North Korea will also be a key topic when Biden 
meets with his Japanese and South Korean 
counterparts as part of a flurry of diplomacy 
taking place on the fringes of international 
meetings in Southeast Asia, according to 
National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan.

Sullivan said he expects “enhanced” 
security cooperation to be agreed on during 
the trilateral talks.

Biden will meet with Xi on the sidelines of a 
summit of the Group of 20 major economies on 
the resort island of Bali. His trilateral meeting with 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and South 
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol will be held in 
Cambodia on Sunday.

While the Biden-Xi meeting is expected to touch 
on a range of regional and global issues, including 
Taiwan, the U.S. president will “certainly raise the 
issue of North Korea” as Pyongyang carries out 
ballistic missile tests at an unprecedented pace this 
year, Sullivan told reporters.

Pyongyang is also believed to have made 
preparations for what would be first its nuclear test 
since September 2017 and seventh overall.

Biden plans to tell Xi that North Korea represents 
“a threat” not just to the United States and its closest 
allies in Asia, but to “peace and stability across the 
entire region,” Sullivan said.

“If North Korea keeps going down this road, 
it will simply mean further enhanced American 
military and security presence in the region,” he 
added, saying China therefore “has an interest in 
playing a constructive role in restraining North 
Korea’s worst tendencies.”

UN’s Guterres urges 
Myanmar military 
gov’t to return to 
democracy

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has urged the Myanmar military 
government to immediately return to democracy, 
saying the current situation in the country was a 
threat to peace in the region.

Myanmar has spiraled into bloody conflict 
since the military removed Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
civilian government in February last year, with 
thousands killed.

The escalating crisis dominated a summit 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) regional bloc, which has led so far fruitless 
diplomatic efforts to end the bloodshed.

“The situation in Myanmar is an unending 
nightmare for the people and a threat to peace 
and security across the region,” Guterres told 
reporters on Saturday.

“I urge the authorities of Myanmar to listen to 
their people, release political prisoners and get the 
democratic transition back on track immediately. 
That is the only way to stability and peace.”

After meeting ASEAN leaders, Guterres said 
it was vital that a peace plan agreed with the 
military government – but so far not enforced – 
came into effect.

Ukrainian troops 
enter Kherson after 
Russian retreat
Residents in Kherson celebrated as Ukrainian 

troops retook the city after Russia completed the 
pullback of its troops from the western bank of 
the Dnieper River.

On Friday, the withdrawal was completed by 5am 
Moscow time (02:00 GMT), and not a single military 
unit was left behind, Russian news agencies quoted 
the defence ministry as saying.

However, Ukraine has said that the retreat was 
less than smooth, with reports of Russian troops 
drowning while trying to leave.

WORLD HEADLINES

People participate in a rally in al-Muthallath al-Samoud region, 
Bahrain, on November 11, 2022, on the eve of the parliamentary 

elections in the Persian Gulf kingdom. (Photo via Twitter)



from page 1   The political 
history of Istakhr stretches 
back to 224 CE when a Persian 
nobleman Ardashir dethroned 
Artabanus IV, king of the Parthian 
Empire, who was recognized as a 
lawful ruler in Persia. 

The new ruler finally chose 
Istakhr as one of his residences. 
It allowed the new Sasanian 
dynasty to identify itself with 
a glorious past. The builders 
of Istakhr often reused 
architectural elements from 
the monuments of Persepolis. 
The Achaemenid royal tombs of 
Naqsh-e Rostam are not far from 
Istakhr too.

The city itself was not entirely 
new: human settlement had 
already begun in the fourth 
millennium BC. and the site was 
certainly occupied by the Bronze 
Age, by the Achaemenids, by 
the Seleucids (who used it as 
a mint city), and beyond by the 
Parthians.

Finally, Istakhr, which had 
strong walls, repulsed the 
first Arab attack in c. 644, but 
was captured and sacked in c. 
650. Although the site was not 
abandoned, most people moved 
to Shiraz (which was founded in 
684).

According to the Oriental 
Institute of the University of 
Chicago, geographer Istakhri 
wrote that in the 10th century, 
houses were built of clay, stone, 
or plaster depending on the 
wealth of their owners.

From the archaeological point 

of view, Istakhr proved to be a 
very valuable source of finds. 
Among the types of pottery 
excavated from the Islamic layer, 
fused pottery is most often 
found. These light green vases 
were not only of the highest 
quality but also showed a unique 
way of making the vases. The 
upper and lower halves, with 
their sculpted decorations, were 
always fused separately; the two 

halves, which often showed the 
same pattern, were then joined.

Also from the Islamic period, 
but less frequently, jugs with 
floral motifs in red, yellow, and 
black have been unearthed. 
Unfortunately, excavations at 
the site have returned only a 
few of the famous and very rare 
polished ceramic vessels with 
their metallic luster on a golden 
yellowish body. There is a lot of 

controversy over this pottery 
and whether it was made in Iran 
or imported from Mesopotamia.

Among other finds were clay 
figurines of animals. There were 
also stone and bronze objects, 
such as lamps, small vessels, 
and several utensils used in daily 
life. Also found were objects of 
iridescent glass and personal 
ornaments ranging from clay to 
gold.

In addition, clay animal figures 
were found. There were also 
stone and bronze objects, such 
as lamps, small containers, and 
various utensils of daily life. 
Iridescent glass objects and 
personal jewelry ranging from 
clay to gold have also been found.

Today Istakhr is nothing more 
than a plain full of shards, 
scattered architectural remains, 
and some ruins. The walled area 
measures 1400 x 650 meters 
and was surrounded by a moat 
connected to a seasonal river.

Under the Sasanians, Iranian 
art experienced a general 
renaissance. Architecture often 
took grandiose proportions, 
such as the palaces at Ctesiphon, 
Firouzabad, and Saravan.

The most distinctive and 
striking art of the Sassanids 
is figures carved on steep 
limestone cliffs, for example 
at Shapur (Bishapur), Naqsh-e 
Rostam, and Naqsh-e Rajab. 
Metalworking and gemstone 
engraving became highly 
advanced.

TEHRAN – The centuries-old Jameh 
Mosque of Urmia, which is a must-see 
destination for history buffs and culture 
tourists in northwest Iran, will undergo 
minor restoration in the near future.

In this phase, the brickwork of the walls, 
plastering of the internal spaces, landscape 
architecture and rooftops of the Jameh 
Mosque of Urmia is an on agenda for 
restoration, a local tourism official said on 
Friday.

Restoration of the Jameh Mosque of Urmia 
started in 2014, and up to the moment, 
actions such as brick paving, insulation of 
the roof, foundation reinforcement, its dome, 
facade, and interior decoration amendment 
have been carried out, the official explained.

Moreover, some archaeological trenches 

have been carved so far to help experts 
investigate and analyze the whole structure, 
the official said.

Jameh Mosque of Urmia has many 
sections. The first section that a visitor will 
encounter is two entrances that connect the 
mosque to a bazaar nearby.

It was built in the Seljuk era, and the 
famous altar that is located in this section 
is attributed to the Ilkhanate era. The stucco 
on the altar is one of the highlights of this 
building. Chehelsotun Hall, literally meaning 
a hall with forty columns, is newer than the 
sanctuary and is connected to it.

The materials used in different parts vary, 
too. The main materials of the sanctuary and 
Chehelsotun Hall are bricks mostly seen in 
the upper parts. There are chambers located 

around the yard of the Jameh Mosque of 
Urmia that, according to the tablets over 
there, belong to 1184 AH, the early years of 
the Zand era.

Traditionally, mosques and bazaars have 
long been two important social centers 
of Iran. Tourists usually visit these places 
during their trips to Iran for a better 
understanding of the social aspects and 
lifestyles of people in each region.

By the advent of Islam, a lot of mosques 
replaced fire temples. It is said that it was 
the same for the Jameh Mosque of Urmia. 
The construction of the building began in the 
seventh century AH because the pictorial 
decorations of this mosque, such as stucco, 
columns, and vaults, match the architectural 
style of the Seljuk era.

from page 1    morning and pick and collect 
the flowers while reciting poems and verses of 
the Quran. The petals are then separated and 
poured into a light, white cloth.

On the day of the ceremony, one of the 
grandmothers takes the baby to the bath. Baby’s 
hands are sometimes painted with henna in 
some regions. As the baby is dried, he/she is 
placed among the flowers on the cloth, and 
petals are poured on the babies, wishing them 
health and long life.

Women thereafter take four sides of the sheet 
and roll the baby among the petals while reciting 
religious songs and waving the sheet back and 
forth, believing the soul will be cleansed and the 
child will be kept healthy and fresh.

Guests place their gifts near the cloth after the 
baby was placed on the floor. As the ceremony 
concludes, sweets and tea are served.

When the ceremony is over, mothers dry the 
petals by placing them in a shade to keep them 
for the future, placing the dried petals in their 
future prayer rugs.

The ritual was inscribed on the national 
intangible cultural heritage list in 2010.

Tigh Dagh (literally meaning hot razor) is most 
common in Kerman and is performed by a female 
traditional healer.

Usually performed by a woman skilled in 
traditional medicine. The ritual treats headaches 
and diseases such as polyps in children and 
some adults.

In Tigh Dagh, a canvas wick is set on fire, 
then the patient’s forehead, ears, or temple are 
heated with it, and thin cuts are made with a 
razor on these parts to draw blood.

This technique is an old and traditional 
treatment method that many traditional healers 
believe can cure many diseases.

The ritual was registered on the national 
intangible cultural heritage list in 2010.

The big and sprawling Kerman province is 
something of a cultural melting pot, blending 
various regional cultures over time. It is also 
home to rich tourist spots and historical sites, 
including bazaars, mosques, caravanserais, and 
ruins of ancient urban areas.

The southern province is bounded by the 
provinces of Fars on the west, Yazd on the 
north, South Khorasan on the northeast, Sistan-
Baluchestan on the east, and Hormozgan on 
the south. It includes the southern part of the 
central Iranian desert, the Dasht-e Lut.

TEHRAN –A comprehensive tourist map of 
the Persian Gulf island of Kish, southern Iran, 
was unveiled during a ceremony on Friday, IRNA 
reported.

The map, which includes 81 initial investment 
opportunities, was unveiled on the occasion of 
Kish Day, managing director of Kish Free Zone 
Organization Mehdi Keshavarz said.

Some 16 tourism sectors have been included 
in this map to promote sustainable tourism 
development on the island, the official added.

By attracting private sector investors, this 

map is expected to become the starting point of 
sustainable tourism development on the island 
in the next few years, he explained.

By focusing on tourism and financial 
trade, Kish can contribute more to economic 
prosperity in the long run, he noted.

Amongst the Persian Gulf islands, Kish is 
the more luxurious and developed. Except 
for its unique nature, such as its waters and 
shallow beaches, the tourist attractions of this 
charming island are due to its rich historical 
background as well as its kind and hospitable 
people.

TEHRAN –Iranian government plans to boost tourism 
across the southwestern Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad 
province, IRNA reported on Saturday.

As a second area of livelihood for people in this lesser-
known province, the 13th Iranian government has focused 
on tourism development, the report added.

With 250 diverse natural attractions across the province, 
the tourism industry could invest in entrepreneurship and 
increase local incomes.

However, experts point out that the lack of proper 
infrastructure has prevented this industry from creating as 
much wealth as it deserves.

For this region to promote tourism, the government 

aims to complete small and large semi-finished projects, 
develop agritourism, boost infrastructure, and complete 
recreational camps’ infrastructure.

With several villages, the province has a high capacity 
for agritourism, which could be considered a new source of 
income for the villagers, the deputy provincial tourism chief 
said.

The province is also home to several pristine rural areas, 
which offers a good opportunity to investors for launching 
eco-lodge units, Ali Bakhsh-Karami explained.

The gigantic water park of Yasuj, the capital of Kohgiluyeh 
and Boyer-Ahmad province, which has not been completed 
yet, is another project that could attract more tourists and 
generate job opportunities upon its completion, he added.

 A drawing from the ruins of Istakhr in the 19th century

Istakhr: a royal 
residence of 

Sassanid kings 
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Keeping infants healthy through ancient 

rituals of Gol Ghaltan, Tigh Dagh

Comprehensive tourist map of Kish unveiled

Lesser-known province to boost tourism

Jameh Mosque of Urmia to undergo minor restoration
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KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE 

REFRACTORY MATERIALS FOR STEEL-MAKING  
This Company Intends To Purchase The Refractory Items Required for Its Other Areas Except Steel-
Making Shop By Holding a Public International Tender By selecting One Or More Companies From 
Tope Domestic Or Foreign Manufacturing Companies That Have The Appropriate And Acceptable 
Abilities In Terms Of Records And Experience. 
Therefore, The Applicant Companies Are Invited To Send The Official Letter Announcing Their 
Readiness To Participate In The Tender To The Following E-mail Addresses : 
j.bagaan@ksc.ir ; da.iranparast@ksc.ir  
Note1: The Closing Date For Declaration Of Readiness To Participate In The Tender Is 23.Nov.2022. 
Deadline For Receipt The Tender Documents Is 14.Dec.2022. All Financial And Technical Bids 
Must Be Delivered To The Address: RAW MATERIAL PURCHASING  DEPARTMENT- 
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ROAD- AHWAZ – IRAN P.O.BOX: 1378 - POST CODE: : 61788-13111 On Before The Closing 
Date 1.Jan.2023. The Opening Date Of Technical Offer Envelopes Will Be At 11:00 AM On The 
3.Jan.2023 

Note 2: THE OFFERED PRICE SHOULD BE VALID UP TO 4 MONTH AFTER OPPENING 
DATE  
Note 3: Terms of The Guarantee Of Participating In The Tender : 
1-The Foreign Companies That Participate Directly In The Tender Must Provide A Corporate 
Guarantee. 
2- Foreign Companies That Participate By The Domestic Agent In The Tender Must Provide A Bank 
Guarantee. 
3- The Domestic Companies That Participate Directly In The Tender Must Provide A Bank 
Guarantee. 
Note 3: FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT TO BELOW CHANALE:  
Tel No.: +98-61-32136118 ; +98-61-32908118,+98-61-32136120- ,+98-61-32136122  
EMAIL: j.bagaan@ksc.ir  ;     WEBSITE: WWW.KSC.IR  

 
 

 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE 

Since ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY intend to purchase 15,000 tons of Calcined Petroleum Coke with tender 

no 48549083, hereby informs whom is interested in that tender documents can be received by sending a request to 

below contact details (Email or WhatsApp), the sealed and closed envelops according to what has been mentioned in 

tender documents must be submitted to ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY- Raw Materials Purchasing 

Department (RMP) until 1:00 PM (According to Tehran time) Saturday  26. Nov.2022 (Saturday 05.09.1401). 

Contact Details: 

Contact Person: Ms. Khorasani    Email: n.khorasani@msc.ir  Cell Phone/WhatsApp: 00989134083545 

Note: 

 ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY reserves the right of return or rejection of those tender documents in which 

haven’t observed at least one of items of covering letter. 
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TEHRAN – The national diabetes 
week is being held from November 
12-18 under the theme of “Access to 
Diabetes Care”, concurrent with World 
Diabetes Day 2022, ISNA reported on 
Saturday.

World Diabetes Day is an official UN 
day, held on November 14, commemo-
rating the birthday of Dr. Fredrick Ban-
ting, a co-discoverer of insulin. 

This year’s World Diabetes Day 
theme, set by the International Diabe-
tes Federation, is “Access to diabetes 
education”, under the larger multi-
year theme of access to care.

Iran also marks the day during a 
week, each day of the week has been 
assigned a special theme this year as 
follows:

Saturday, November 12: “Pre-diabe-
tes education, prevention, and healthy 
lifestyle”

Sunday, November 13: “Diabetes 
education, community, schools and 
family”

Monday, November 14: “Protect our 
future with diabetes education”

Tuesday, November 15: “Diabetes 
education, self-care”

Wednesday, November 16: “Dia-
betes education, media, and digital 
health”

Thursday, November 17: “Diabetes 
education, service providers, doctors, 
nurses, health care providers”

Friday, November 18: “Diabetes ed-
ucation, access to medicine and treat-

ment, and the role of insurance”

Diabetes prevalence

Non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) kill 41 million people each 
year, equivalent to 71 percent of all 
deaths globally.

Diabetes, cardiovascular disease, 
cancer, and respiratory diseases 
are the cause of more than 80 per-
cent of premature deaths due to 
non-communicable diseases. An 
unhealthy diet, smoking, physical 

inactivity, and alcohol consumption 
are the main related risk factors.

According to global estimates, the 
number of diabetics in West Asia and 
North Africa region will increase by 96 
percent over the next 25 years.

In recent decades, the preva-
lence of diabetes and the number of 
deaths due to diabetes in the world 
has increased dramatically, and this 
increase has been much greater for 
type 2 diabetes.

About 500 million people world-
wide have diabetes, the majority living 
in low-and middle-income countries, 
and 1.6 million deaths are directly at-
tributed to diabetes each year.

In Iran, diabetics make up about 11.5 
percent of the population.

About 6 million people of Iran’s di-
abetic population are aware and the 
other half are unaware of their dia-
betes. The figure is 50 percent in the 
world and 60 percent in West Asia and 
North Africa region.

Both the number of cases and the 
prevalence of diabetes have been 
steadily increasing over the past few 
decades. As it is expected that by 
2030, 578 million people will develop 
diabetes, and the number of patients 
may exceed 700 million by 2045.

In 2019, 4.2 million people died of 
diabetes. And now, 50 percent of coro-
navirus patients were diabetic.
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TEHRAN – Despite the sanctions and eco-
nomic pressures, Iran continues its compre-
hensive policy of providing services to refu-
gees, and this is appreciable, UNHCR’s Officer 
in Charge, Inna Gladkova, said.

She made the remarks at the inauguration 
ceremony of a 12-class school for foreign na-
tionals, which was built in Pakdasht county, 
Tehran province.

The school was built with the participation of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees and the Ministry of Education.

The best solution and the most stable sup-
port system for refugees is that have access to 
schools and education just like Iranian nationals, 
she stated, IRNA reported.

Iran has taken effective and continuous mea-
sures to include all refugees, and the UNHCR 
also declares its readiness to fulfill its obliga-
tions, she noted.

In the provision of educational services, 
there are different aspects, she said, adding, 
school construction, equipping schools, pro-
viding teachers and human resources, and 
providing quality educational services are the 

main and important work done by the Minis-
try of Education.

There are many needs in the field of educa-
tion, but in the last 10 years, the High Commis-
sioner for Refugees has built only 95 schools in 
Iran, but the need is definitely more than this, 
she also said.

Iran is home to over 800,000 registered ref-
ugees and some 2.6 million undocumented Af-
ghans. Today, more than 500,000 Afghan chil-
dren- including undocumented Afghans and 
those who have newly arrived in Iran following 
the Taliban-takeover-are benefitting from Iran’s 
inclusive education policies, one of the most pro-
gressive in the world.

Part 6

East of the Iranian plateau the desert con-
ditions continue: southeast into India and 
around the northern side of the Paropamisus, 
through a succession of large desert areas, 
broken by occasional rivers and skirted by the 
former Silk Route.

The extension into India. The Thar, or Great 
Indian Desert, in Sind (Pakistan) and Rajasthan 
(India), together with such adjoining areas as 
the Thal (between the Indus and Chenab rivers) 
and Cholestan, south and east of Bhawalpur, 
both in Punjab (Pakistan), stretches ca. 650 km 
from southwest to northeast and is up to 350 
km wide, covering more than 200,000 km2. 

Colonization of the Thar has resulted exclusively 
from the westward extension of Indian influence, 
as political forces have sought to control the ar-
terial routes across it, whereas the pastoral econ-
omy of the desert, though culturally mixed, has 
been more closely related to that of the predom-
inantly Muslim populations to the west.

The extension into Central Asia i. Northeast 
of the Iranian plateau is the Kara Kum (lit., 
“black sand,” because dark with vegetation). 
The sands cover about 250,000 km2, slop-
ing from east to west between the Oxus Riv-
er (Amu Darya) and the Caspian, comprising 
about 60 percent of Turkmenistan. 

About 5 percent of the area consists of active 
barchans. Mean annual precipitation ranges be-
tween 70 and 150 mm. 

The vegetation is more plentiful and supports 
a richer array of fauna than in the deserts of 
the plateau (where, however, it may have been 
greater in the past); animals include antelope, 
wolves, and wildcats, as well as the flocks of 
Turkmen pastoralists. 

Beside the Oxus other, smaller rivers enter 

the desert from the south and supply irrigation 
systems before disappearing into the sand. 

The Oxus now feeds a canal that irrigates 
large areas along the southern edge of the Kara 
Kum and another in the direction of Bukhara, 
which also receives water from the Zarafshan. 

Recent archeological research shows evi-
dence of earlier courses of the Oxus and other 
rivers that supported ancient settlement pat-
terns; they demonstrate the basic instability of 
the local hydrology (Kohl). The Oxus appears to 
have flowed into the Caspian, at least for a brief 
period, as late as the 14th century.

On the other side of the Oxus lies the area 
known as Transoxania, or Mawara al-Nahr, 
where a series of important towns border the 
Kyzyl Kum (lit., “red sand”). 

This desert covers more than 300,000 km2, 
with mean annual precipitation of 100-200 mm, 
and extends up to the Jaxartes (Syr Darya). It 
slopes gently from about 600 m in the south-
east to about 50 m at the Aral Sea in the north-
west. There is sufficient vegetation to support 
seminomadic herding not only of karakul sheep 
and camels but also of horses.

Both these deserts contain occasional playas 
(called takyr) among the dunes. Similar condi-
tions continue eastward into Dzungharia and 
the Tarim Basin (China), where the Takla Makan, 
one of the world’s largest accumulations of 
sand, with mean annual precipitation of only 10-
40 mm, covers more than 270,000 km2.

The Iranian experience of deserts
The arid zone appears to have functioned as a 

conduit for both populations and cultural influ-
ences as early as the Paleolithic (Barthold, 1984, 
pp. 5, 87; Smith, p. 37; Kohl, pp. 35-44). 

To be continued

Source: Iranica

Iran still provides services to refugees 
despite sanctions: UNHCR

DESERTS IN IRAN

Iran marking 
World Diabetes 

Week 2022

According to global 
estimates, the 

number of diabetics 
in West Asia and 

North Africa region 
will increase by 96 
percent over the 

next 25 years.
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‘Further measures required 
to preserve forests’ 

Iran’s forest area is approximately 12 million hectares with 0.2 hectares per 
capita, which is one quarter of the world average, so attention to preserve the 
forest areas must be four times the global attention, faculty member of the 
Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands has said.

Mohammad Darvish made the remarks on the occasion of the National 
Tree Planting Day, in which people are encouraged to plant trees across the 
country, held on the first day of the National Week of Natural Resources 
annually observed on March 6 to 13.

Unfortunately, forests have been taken for granted in the country, as 2 million 
hectares of the northern forests has been depleted since 1330s (1950s), thus no 
serious protection measures have been taken, he said.

Currently, 1.6 million hectares of the northern forests remain in the country, 
which was 3.5 million hectares in 1330s, so 2 million hectares of forest areas 
have undergone deforestation, he further lamented.

حفظ جنگل ها نیازمند اقدامات بیشتر 
بر اساس آخرین آمار موسسه تحقیقات جنگل‌ها و مراتع، وسعت رویشگاه‌های 
جنگلی ایران حدود 12 میلیون هکتار و سرانه هر ایرانی از جنگل، کمتر از دو 
دهم هکتار است که یک چهارم سرانه جهانی می‌شود بنابراین باید توجه ما به 

حفظ رویشگاه‌های جنگلی، 4 برابر توجه جهانی باشد.
محمد درویش روز چهارشنبه همزمان با روز درختکاری و آغاز هفته منابع 
طبیعی در گفت‌وگو با خبرنگار ایرنا افزود: به نظر می‌رسد در کشور آن‌طور که 
باید به درختان و حفاظت از آنها توجه نمی‌شود؛ نابودی دو میلیون هکتار از 

جنگل‌های شمال از دهه 30 تاکنون گواه این ادعاست.
بنا به گفته عضو هیات علمی موسسه تحقیقات جنگل‌ها و مراتع کشور، 
حدود 1.6 میلیون هکتار از جنگل‌های شمال کشور باقی مانده است که این 
رقم در دهه 30 حدود 3.5 میلیون هکتار بود یعنی در این مدت حدود دو 
میلیون هکتار عرصه جنگلی را از دست داده‌ایم، البته نیمی از 1.6 میلیون 

هکتار موجود نیز تا حدود زیادی تخریب شده است.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
New cases 81

New deaths 1

Total cases 7,558,893

Total deaths 144,610

New hospitalized patients 36

Patients in critical condition 77

Total recovered patients 7,333,879

Diagnostic tests conducted 54,457,134

Doses of vaccine injected 155,020,229

COVID-19 UPDATES ON NOVEMBER 12 

West Azarbaijan a haven for migratory birds
From page 1    Considering the current con-

ditions of Lake Urmia and the importance of 
autumn rains for the birds’ wintering, necessary 
efforts have been made to dredge the wetlands 
of Lake Urmia in the south as well as the wet-
lands in the north of the province to facilitate 
water flow, he explained.

He went on to say that the first group of mi-
gratory birds to the province include hunting 
birds such as eagles, falcons, saker falcons, 
lesser kestrel, and vultures, then the cranes join 
them, and the last group of birds is ducks and 
swans.

So far, 300 species of aquatic birds have been 
identified in this province. During the migration 
seasons, more than 200 different species of mi-
gratory birds enter West Azarbaijan every year.

One of the important characteristics of the 
province’s wetlands is the hatching of endan-
gered species such as the white-headed duck, 
and the marbled duck, Omid Yousefi, head of 
the wildlife monitoring department of West 
Azarbaijan said.

Two very important species such as the com-
mon crane and the greylag goose breed only in 
West Azarbaijan, and this has made the prov-
ince’s wetlands especially important in terms 
of biodiversity compared to other neighboring 
provinces, he highlighted.

A number of wetlands in the province, includ-
ing Brazan and Qoupi Baba Ali, Habadov, Soldoz, 
Sangi Naghdeh, and Norozloi Miandoab, are part 
of the Ramsar and international conventions, he 
stated.

The preliminary works for the registration of 
two wetlands, Shiblu-Poldasht and Boralan in 
Mako, have been done at the Ramsar Convention 
site due to the favorable water condition and 
good habitat of birds, he said.

Registration of wetlands in the Ramsar site 
can increase the sensitivity of local communi-
ties and authorities to protect these wetlands, 
and international support is provided for their 

protection, he emphasized.

Kani Barazan wetland, an important habitat

Located in the northwestern province of West 
Azarbaijan, Kani Barazan was once recorded as 
the first bird-sighting site in the country and 
birdwatchers call it Iran’s bird paradise.

Stretching to 907 hectares, Kani Barazan 
wetland is home to various bird species includ-
ing, flamingo, little cormorant, great white peli-
can, stilt, sternidae, great crested grebe, graylag 
goose, lesser white-fronted goose, heron, com-
mon shelduck and etc.

Its high capabilities, diverse vegetation, and 
the annual migration of 200,000 species of birds 
have made this wetland a precious bird-watch-
ing site for nature lovers.

So far, 75 species of water birds belonging to 
11 families have been identified in this wetland, 
which will reach more than 180 species counting 
terrestrial species.

Drought and lack of water rights caused the 
loss of 70 percent of the wetland, causing nega-
tive environmental effects with the beginning of 
the bird migration season.

The water of this wetland is supplied from the 
Mahabad river, the spring of “Qarahdagh” vil-
lage, the speed of water entry is in a good condi-
tion due to dredging.

One million cubic meters of water will be re-
leased from Mahabad Dam to restore the Kani 
Barazan International Wetland, said Farouq 
Sokhanvar, the director of Mahabad city’s de-
partment of environment.

Currently, the water of the Mahabad dam is 
released with a flow rate of one cubic meter per 
second to help restore the Kani Barazan Inter-
national Wetland, he stated.

Unique birdwatching sites in Iran

Iran is decorated with impressive wetlands 
that hold a great share of aquatic and bird spe-
cies and wildlife. Anzali wetland, Qeshm Island, 
Urmia Lake, and Miankaleh Peninsula are among 

the most important locations for bird watching 
in Iran.

Miankaleh International Wetland in Mazan-
daran, called the birdwatching paradise of Iran, 
stretches to a total area of 68,000 hectares, 
which is home to at least 130 species of migra-
tory species with a population of 1.5 million.

Being an impressive bird-watching destina-
tion, the wetland displays a variety of bird spe-
cies such as otters, all kinds of fish-eating ducks 
(common goldeneye and Mergus), pelicans, fla-
mingos, cormorants, common pheasants, par-
tridges, mute swan, tundra swan, and coots. 
Ashuradeh was introduced and registered as 
one of the world’s first biosphere zones in 1975.

Gomishan wetland in Golestan province is 
home to over 20,000 water birds, and more than 
20 species of birds, which supports three IUCN 
Red List vulnerable species of waterbirds, i.e., 
Pelecanus Crispus, Aythya nyroca, and Vanellus 
gregarious, as well as the vulnerable mammal 
Phoca (Pusa) caspica; it is also an important 
staging area for the fish subspecies Rutilus ru-
tilus caspicas.

Located at the foot of the Zagros mountains 
in north-western Iran, Zarivar is a freshwater 
wetland hosting over 74 bird species, which is 
designated as a Ramsar Site.

The site provides a suitable breeding and 
resting place for birds and other wetland ani-
mals, and due to the relatively extensive reed 
beds, it is an important overwintering site for 
northern migratory birds.



Frome Page 1   Written and 
directed by Ali Mosaffa, the film is 
about Ruzebeh, who travels from 
Tehran, far from his troubled family life, 
to Prague, Czech Republic, immersing 
himself in an investigation that follows 
his father’s path as a communist 
expatriate in Czechoslovakia, in his 
quest to understand better his father, 
who started a new life in Eastern 
Europe after the 1953 coup. Yet each 
clue he finds deepens the mystery 
surrounding the man he thought he 
knew.

“Lipar” by Hossein Rigi received 
the award for best screenplay.

It follows Barakat, a Baloch 
teen, who is very interested in 
the cinema industry, especially 
Bollywood. He is trying to find 
his life’s vague secret to find an 
answer to his questions.

In the official competition, the 
Chinese drama “Return to Dust” 
by Li Ruijun was selected as best 
film, while “When Pomegranates 
Howl”, a co-production between 
Afghanistan and Australia by 
Granaz Musavi, won the best 
screenplay award.

Front cover of the Persian edition of 
Sandra Cisneros’s book  

“Martita, I Remember You”.

A combination photo show trumpeter Timur 
Martynov and conductor Ali Rahbari who will join the 

Mariinsky Orchestra in a concert at the Mariinsky 
Theatre in Saint Petersburg, Russia, on November 

25, 2022. (Mariinsky Theatre)

Roya Afshar acts in a scene from “Mom” by Arash Anisi.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

If you are greeted then return the greetings more warmly. If 
you are favored, then repay the obligation manifold; but he who 

takes the initiative will always excel in merit.
Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:49       Evening: 17:18        Dawn: 5:12  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:39  (tomorrow)

“Martita, I Remember You” at Iranian bookstores
TEHRAN – “Martita, I 

Remember You” by American 
writer Sandra Cisneros has been 
published by Cheshmeh in Tehran.

First published in 2021, the 
story has been translated by 
Asadollah Amrai.

A long-forgotten letter sets off 
a charged encounter with the past 
in this poignant and gorgeously 
told tale masterfully told by 
Sandra Cisneros, the celebrated 
bestselling author of “The House 
on Mango Street”, in a beautiful 
dual-language edition.

As a young woman, Corina 
leaves her Mexican family in 
Chicago to pursue her dream of 

becoming a writer in the cafes of 
Paris. 

Instead, she spends her brief 
time in the City of Light running out 
of money and lining up with other 
immigrants to call home from a 
broken pay phone. But her months 
of befriending panhandling 
artists in the subway, sleeping on 
crowded attic floors, and dancing 
the tango at underground parties 
are given a lasting glow by her 
intense friendships with Martita 
and Paola. 

Over the years, the three women 
disperse to three continents, 
falling out of touch and out of 
mind – until a letter unearthed 

in a closet brings Corina’s days 
in Paris back with breathtaking 
immediacy.

Told with intimacy and searing 
tenderness, this tribute to the 
life-changing power of youthful 
friendship is Cisneros at her 
vintage best, in a beautiful dual-
language edition.

Cisneros is internationally 
acclaimed for her poetry and 
fiction and has been the recipient 
of numerous awards, including 
the Lannan Literary Award and 
the American Book Award, and 
fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the 
MacArthur Foundation.

“Mom”, “Absence”, “Lipar” win awards 
at Asian Film Festival Barcelona

NOVEMBER  13 , 2022

Ali Rahbari to conduct concerts with Mariinsky Orchestra

My Portion of Love

TEHRAN – Iranian musician Ali (Alexander) 
Rahbari will join the Mariinsky Orchestra as 
a guest conductor during two concerts at 
the Mariinsky Theatre in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia.

The first performance will be held on 
November 19 with Russian pianist Zarina 
Shimanskaya.

The concert will commence with Richard 
Wagner’s symphonic poem “Siegfried-Idyll”.

Wagner composed the piece as a birthday 
present to his second wife, Cosima, after 
the birth of their son Siegfried in 1869. It 
was first performed on Christmas morning, 
December 25, 1870, by a small ensemble of 
the Tonhalle Orchester Zürich on the stairs of 
their villa at Tribschen, today part of Lucerne, 
Switzerland.

In its second part, the performance will go 
on with Arno Babajanian’s “Heroic Ballad for 
Piano and Orchestra”.

The concert will end with French composer 
Hector Berlioz’s 1830 program symphony 
“Symphonie Fantastique, Op. 14”, which is an 
important piece of the early Romantic period. 

It was first performed at the Paris 
Conservatoire on December 5, 1830. Franz 
Liszt made a piano transcription of the 
symphony in 1833.

The American composer and conductor 
Leonard Bernstein described the symphony 

as the first musical expedition into 
psychedelia because of its hallucinatory 
and dream-like nature, and because history 
suggests Berlioz composed at least a portion 
of it under the influence of opium.

The Mariinsky Orchestra will perform the 
second concert on November 25 with Russian 
trumpeter Timur Martynov.

The performance will open with Armenian 
composer Aram Khachaturian’s “Suite No. 2” 
from his ballet music Gayane, for which he 
won fame.

The repertoire also features Armenian 
composer Alexander Arutiunian’s “Trumpet 
Concerto” in A-flat major.

“The Symphony No. 2” in E minor, Op. 
27, written by Russian composer Sergei 
Rachmaninoff from October 1906 to April 
1907, will be the last part of the performance.

With the composer conducting, the 
symphony premiered at the Mariinsky 
Theatre on January 26, 1908.

An interview with the author of an 
unforgettable book published by Soore 

Mehr

“My Portion of Love” is Ramzan Ali Kavusi’s 
memoir; he is a 70% disabled war veteran 
who typed the entire book with only his left 
forefinger. Although this time in the realm of 
culture, he still sees himself as a soldier. He 
showed in this book the unseen side of a war 
veteran who has cut his spinal cord.

* First, could you explain the reasoning 
behind the book’s title?

Every soldier who stepped onto the 
battlefield loved his nation and his people 
in some way and wished to be martyred one 
day. Becoming paralyzed during the war and 
having to live with the consequences for the 
rest of my life was my portion of this love.

* What was your purpose for writing your 
memories?

Reading other soldiers’ and martyrs’ 
memories inspired me to think that a 70% 
disabled war veteran’s memories would 

be interesting as well! So, I started writing 
them.

* Who was your encouragement and 
supporter in creating this work?

Professor Muhammad Ghasemiour was 
my biggest supporter; without him, I would 
not have been able to pursue writing.

* What do you think distinguishes your 
book from other books in this field?

Perhaps the fact that I wrote the whole 
book only by using my forefinger since the 
rest of my fingers are unable to press the 
keyboard buttons.

* What are the most significant issues 
that have been addressed in your book? 

I’ve talked about my childhood, being born 
into a busy and impoverished family, all the 
difficulties I faced, how I ended up paralyzed 
during the Muharram operation after being 
struck by shrapnel, and how I’ve lived with it 
for the rest of my life, as well as my loving 
wife who has always been by my side.

Shahnameh as a historical source
Part 2
Indeed, the word tarikh in its different 

senses is used only five times in the poem. 

In two of these instances the word has the 
general sense of “era” rather than “history”: 
in praise of Mahmud (foruzan shod asar-e 
tarikh-e u, “his era’s events became famous”) 
and in a eulogy addressed to Bahram (cho 
guyandeh tarikh-e ruz-e to khand, “when 
readers read aloud the history of your era”).  

It is used a third time in the sense of the 
“date of a specific event” (nebeshteh bar an 
hoqqeh tarikh-e an, “written upon that vessel 
was its date”).  

However, using the narrator’s voice, 
Ferdowsi also employs it twice in the sense 
of “history, record of past events,” (naguyad 
jahan-dideh tarikheshan, “a worldly wise 
person would not [attempt to] narrate their 
history”; ba tarikh-e shahan niyaz amadam, 
“I came to need [to make money] from [my] 
history of the kings”).  

All of this, of course, does not mean that the 
poet believed none of his work to be historical. 

The Shahnameh does have some value in 
historical research for several reasons.  First, 
its prose archetype, which was considered 
authoritative by classical authors, relied on 
written sources that were endowed with both 
traditional and archival authority.  

Second, the Shahnameh introduced order 
and chronology into Iran’s mythical past. 

Third, it either provides or corroborates 
information about imperial administration of 
the late Sassanids. 

Fourth, it serves as a window through which 
a vast body of pre-Islamic lore and customs 
may be examined; and if used judiciously, it 
is a goldmine of data on cultural histories of 
pre-Islamic Iran as well as the social history of 
the Samanids. 

Fifth, it was of great didactic value as a 
handbook of kingship and practical politics, 
and was especially valued by rulers who 
considered the conduct of the ancient 
monarchs as worthy of emulation.

A narrative genre that mixed 
genealogical information and fiction 
about kings and heroes of ancient Iran 
existed from very early on.  

Certain Avestan books have preserved 
considerable, if fragmentary, parts of this 
narrative. This system of mythical lore was 
considered historical by ancient Iranians 
as early as the time of the compilation of 
the Avesta.  

This genre was developed enough 
under the Achaemenids to be noticed by 
classical authors who came into contact 
with Iranians.  

Several of these, such as Ctesias and others, 
refer to it in their compositions. In the early 
sixth century CE, Agathias (536-580) includes 
a summary of Iranian history between 
Alexander and Khosrow I (r. 531-79) that was 
translated for him by his friend, Sergius, who 
was a skilled interpreter. 

However, he tells us that Sergius transcribed 
an abbreviated version of the information 
from the royal annals during a visit to Persia. 

Some scholars believe that this chronicle, 
called the Xwaday-namag in Middle Persian, 
was either compiled or updated during the 
reign of Khosrow I. 

This information is supported by the 
testimony of Armenian and Georgian 

sources. Sebeos mentions a matean 
zhamanakean rendering the “tale of the 
ariakan,” i.e., Iranians, which was a “Royal 
History” of these people.  

The story of Fereidun and Zahhak (Ajdaha) is 
mentioned in the 8th century in the Georgian 
chronicle The History of the Kings of Kartli. 

There can be no doubt that a body of 
literature by the general title of the Xwaday-
namag, meaning “The Book of Lords/Kings” 
existed under the Sassanids, which contained 
an account of Iran’s kings and heroes. 

The problem is with the way this information 
is interpreted. Most scholars assume that the 
Xwaday-namag was the title of a specific book 
that was compiled sometime between the 
5th to the 7th centuries CE, probably under 
Khosrow I. 

It is generally believed that this book was 
translated into Arabic in the 8th century CE as 
the Siar al-Moluk (The Chronicle of Kings) by 
Ebn al Moqaffa (d. ca. 757 CE), which served as 
the main source of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.

There are several problems with this 
scenario. It is difficult to believe that there 
was only one Xwaday-namagunder the 
Sassanids because such an assumption would 
also require us to believe that the Sassanid 
aristocracy that employed a highly literate 
scribal class did not use their ancient epic 
tradition for political or propaganda purposes.  

In the light of all that we know about 
aristocratic behavior, this is quite unlikely. 
Iranian aristocracy must have patronized 
the development of a heroic literature that 
connected the great aristocratic families to 
the country’s epic lore by creating genealogies 
that traced their lineage back to great kings 
and heroes of the ancient times. 

This practice was quite popular among the 
Persian nobility of Iran even after Islam, and 
we can be quite certain that the pre-Islamic 
nobility was also fond of it. 

Examples of the practice among the 
Muslim Iranian aristocracy abound in early 
sources. For instance, the Samanid princes 
of Khorasan claimed descent from the 
Sassanid general Bahram VI Chubin, and Abu 
Mansur Mohammad ibn Abd al-Razzaq, the 
governor of Tus during the first twenty years 
of the Ferdowsi’s life, and his vizier, Me’mari, 
traced their lineage to king Manuchihr and to 
Kanarang.  

Even rulers whose humble origins were 
commonly known were connected to heroes, 
or kings of ancient Iran by means of spurious 
genealogies, created for them by the literati 
who were in their employ.  

For instance, Yaqub ibn Lays’s lineage is 
traced all the way back to the primordial king, 
Gayumart, through the legendary kings of the 
Shahnameh.  

Even the buffoon general of Yaqub’s court, 
Azhar “the ass,” (Azhar-e khar) is connected 
to Khosrow II (r. 590-628).  Members of the 
lesser nobility were also inclined to connect 
themselves to the kings and heroes of yore by 
means of spurious genealogies.

It is more reasonable to assume that 
different aristocratic families in pre-Islamic 
Persia must have produced different 
Xwaday-namags which glorified their 
ancestral achievements and legitimated 
their dominion. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

