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Raisi lauds the Basij’s 
self-sacrifices for 
public security 

TEHRAN – Concurrent with Basij Week, 
President Ebrahim Raisi made a surprise visit 
to the special Tehran Fatehin brigade on Friday.

The president pointed to the unrest in 
certain cities in Iran that erupted around 
mid-September, saying the Basij has been 
a source of honor in “all areas and shined 
splendidly in facing rioters and disruptors of 
people’s security.”

Raisi also wished success for them in all 
areas.

Praising the performance of the special 
brigade since the unrest began, the pres-
ident said, “You preferred the security of 
others over your own affairs and this move is 
really praiseworthy.” 

The president added, “Today protecting 
the Islamic system stands above every-
thing… and that is why efforts in this path is 
extremely important.”   Page 2

Movie portrays IRGC 
commander’s efforts 
to maintain integrity 
in western Iran 

TEHRAN – IRGC commander Mohammad 
Borujerdi’s struggles against separatists in 
western Iran to maintain the territorial in-
tegrity in the region in the early 1980s have 
been portrayed in a movie.

The movie entitled “The Stranger” has 
been produced at the Owj Arts and Media 
Organization by Mohammad-Hossein Latifi, 
director of the acclaimed war film “The Third 
Day”.

Babak Hamidian, who acted in the war 
films “Che” and “Damascus Time”, portrays 
Borujerdi in the movie.  

Nosratollah Mahmudzadeh, the author of 
the book “Mohammad, the Christ of Kord-
estan” about Mohammad Borujerdi, collabo-
rated as an advisor to the project.

“Mahmudzadeh is one of the very few peo-
ple who know martyr Borjerdi well,” Gol-Ali 
Babai, the author of several books  Page 8

Iran one step closer 
to 2022 World Cup 
knockout stage

TEHRAN – Iran football team are one step 
closer to qualifying for the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup knockout stage thanks to the U.S. and 
England’s stalemate.   

Iran, who lost to England 6-2 in their open-
ing, will play the U.S. on Nov. 29 knowing a 
win would send them into last 16.

England missed a chance to book their 
place in the World Cup last 16 as Gareth 
Southgate’s side produced a limp display in 
their 0-0 draw against the U.S. on Friday.

Earlier in the day, Iran had defeated Wales 2-0. 
A draw in their final group game against 

Wales would ensure England progress to the 
knockout stages, while a victory would seal 
first place.

The match against the U.S. will not be an 
easy task for Iran since the American team 
showed against England they are the team 
to beat.  Page 3

External conflicts 
revise the view of war 
in the Middle East

By Professor Yuan Zhang 

Throughout human history, major inter-
national wars have not only caused dramatic 
short-term fluctuations in interstate rela-
tions, but have also had a long and profound 
impact on the way non-combatant states 
view war. The Russia-Ukraine conflict is rap-
idly changing the global geopolitics and the 
world political and economic order. 

    The study of war is to prevent it

War studies is an important branch of in-
ternational political studies. It is an impor-
tant mission of political science scholars to 
use research findings to provide  Page 5

Canada’s disturbing 
human rights record 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
has attended a public hearing to defend his 
declaration of invoking the country’s emer-
gency powers for the first time in the na-
tion’s history to deal with protesters. Critics 
say the PM and the country have much to 
explain over Ottawa’s abysmal human rights 
record.

Trudeau’s highly anticipated testimony 
ended six weeks of public hearings that dis-
closed the thought process of the govern-
ment on how to crackdown on protesters 
earlier this year.

Earlier this year, Canadian protesters, 
many of them truckers in the form of a con-
voy, hit the streets in opposition to the gov-
ernment’s Covid-19 restrictions. The peace-
ful protests proved popular as, over the 
weeks, they expanded in size and inspired 
similar demonstrations in other countries. 
Families brought their children to attend the 
demonstrations, which illustrates the peace-
ful nature of the rallies.  Page 5

TEHRAN –Azarbaijan Museum, which is lo-
cated in the ancient city of Tabriz, may seem 
quite modest at the first glance, but it is 
chock-full of Iran’s rich history. 

It showcases thousands of objects from 
Persian, Mesopotamian, and Elamite antiq-
uities to masterpieces by Islamic-era artists.

Upon entering, one will be captivated by 
the garden’s impressive inscriptions and sev-
eral towering bronze statues, mostly stone 
artifacts from the Islamic era. The museum 
has a library and a small restaurant as well.

The entrance has a large brick gate with 

a large wooden door guarded by two stone 
rams that usher to administrative and trade 
seals as well as coins minted by ruling pow-
ers, including the mighty Achaemenid Empire 
(c. 550– 330 BC).

Highlights include relics excavated from 
Tepe Hasanlu, a superb millennia-old copper 
helmet, and a re-weave of the illustrious ‘Ar-
dabil’ carpet, reckoned to be one of the best 
made; the original is beautifully displayed in 
the Victoria & Albert Museum in London.

Rare documents, potteries, metalwork, 
glasswork, handwoven textiles, woodwork, 

carpets, manuscripts, candlesticks, and ar-
chaeological remains are among other ob-
jects on view.

There is also a solo exhibit dedicated to 
sculptural allegories of life and war created 
by the Iranian sculptor, Ahad Hosseini.

Moreover, the museum has a section dedicated 
to the Persian Constitutional Revolution (“Eng-
helab-e Mashruteh”), which took place between 
1905 and 1911, leading to the establishment of a 
parliament in Persia (Iran) during the Qajar era. 
This section showcases belongings and photo-
graphs, among other objects.  Page 6

 Azarbaijan Museum: intimate but intricate slices of Iranian history

 Page 3

Report

Report

Op-ed
TEHRAN – Iran discussed and made agree-

ment with Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Russia 
to combat money laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing on the sidelines of the 37th meeting 
of the Eurasian Group (EAG) on Combating 
Money Laundering and Financing of Terror-
ism in Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe, IRIB re-

ported.

Iran and Uzbekistan signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) on the side-
lines of the mentioned event.

Based on the MOU, that was signed by 
Iran’s Deputy Finance and Economic Affairs 

Minister Hadi Khani, and the deputy prose-
cutor general and director of the Financial 
Intelligence Unit (FIU) of Uzbekistan, the par-
ties agreed to develop working interactions 
and mobilize existing capacities in the fight 
against money laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing.  Page 4

Iran to cooperate with Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Russia to fight money laundering

Team Melli! fight for people’s joy
TEHRAN – Iranian pupils in a primary school in Tehran wrote emotional and 

encouraging messages to the national football team, wishing them to strive for 
people’s happiness.

The school’s principal walked into the classrooms and asked the young boys to 
take a piece of paper and write down whatever they want to tell the champions of the 
national team.  Page 7

Tehran Papers
In the following column, we take a 
look at some important contents 
and views in yesterday Iranian 
newspapers.

Isolation of 
the stateless

Yesterday, the historic win of the na-
tional team against Wales hit the head-
lines of almost all newspapers in Iran. 
Some looked at the match only as sport 
and football, while others went beyond 
and addressed it from a social and even 
political perspective.   Page 2



TEHRAN- Bashar al-Assad, the 
President of Syria, has said that 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement 
is seen as a vital ally of Damascus 
and that Iran is a significant backer 
of his country.

Al-Assad made the comments 
during a three-hour talk on various 
topics with several Syrian experts 
and journalists, the Lebanese 
newspaper Al Akhbar reported on 
Friday.

The president added that Teh-
ran has consistently supported the 
Syria nation in its military and eco-
nomic challenges.

Iran provided advisory help to 
Syria in its war against terrorist 
groups, including Daesh.

Assad also mentioned Damas-
cus has backed Hezbollah and will 
continue to do so in the future, 
describing Syria and Hezbollah as 
“strategic partners”.

The Syrian leader also voiced 
concern for Lebanon’s future, not-
ing that because the country is 
Syria’s ally, its stability is crucial to 
the Damascus government.

‘Syria-Turkey talks may help 
restore ties’

On the talks between Syrian 
and Turkish officials, he said such 
negotiations are only for informa-
tion-sharing that may help restore 
relationship.

According to the Syrian presi-

dent, Turkey has shown willing-
ness to accept Syria’s demands, so 
Damascus wants Ankara to take 
tangible measures rather than 
simply uttering words.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said on Wednesday that 
a meeting with the Syrian coun-
terpart is a possibility, suggest-
ing that the two sides are close to 
mending fences after 11 years.

Turkey has for the past 11 years 
backed armed groups that un-
successfully sought to topple the 
Assad government, with Erdogan 
even calling him a “murderer”.

Asked by a reporter in the par-
liament whether he could meet 
with the Syrian leader, Erdogan 
said “it is possible”.

“It’s possible. There’s no room 
for resentment in politics. Ulti-
mately, steps are taken under the 
most favorable conditions,” the 
Turkish leader said, according to 
Press TV.

‘Syria in talks with Kurdish 
troops’ 

Assad also pointed to the ne-
gotiations between with Syrian 
Kurdish troops in northern Syria 
on services and livelihood matters. 
However, he said the talks with the 
Syrian Democratic Forces are more 
of a tribal connection and haven’t 
resulted in any progress so far.

‘No contact with U.S.’

Regarding relations with the 
United States, he said that the 

Syrian government had no contact 
with American officials. Instead, he 
said, Damascus is concentrating 
on strengthening the Syrian peo-
ple’s resistance to press the Amer-
ican troops to leave the country’s 
occupied territory.

Press TV said a military facility 
occupied by U.S. forces in Syria’s 
northeastern province of Hasakah 
has come under rockets attack 
from nearby areas amid public 
rage over presence of American 
occupation troops in energy-rich 
regions of Syria and attempts by 
the U.S. to further loot natural re-
sources there.

The U.S. military’s Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM), which oversees 
American troops in West Asia, said 
in a short statement that the rock-
ets were launched at around 10:31 
p.m. local time (1931 GMT) on Fri-
day, and targeted the U.S. patrol 
base in al-Shaddadi town. It added 
that the projectiles failed to im-
pact anything inside the base.

He also said Russia has been of 
great assistance to Syria, but the 
current scenario is different as a 
result of Russia’s military activity 
in Ukraine, as well as economic and 
military pressures on them.

Based on his remarks, Syria 
and Iraq have friendly relations 
and Damascus relies on the Iraq’s 
overall policy rather than individu-
al positions.

 from page 1   The enemies have so far hatched 
different plots against the Islamic Revolution to 
prevent the “export of the Revolution and Basiji 
spirit” but the message of the Islamic Revolution 
has passed the national borders and Iran has turned 
into an example for other nations, including regional 
countries.

Pointing to the examples of the “export of Islamic 

Revolution and Basiji spirit,” the president said the 
Yemeni have been under the toughest blockades for 
seven years but they have resisted against the Sau-
di-led coalition. 

 He also cited the resistance of Palestinians 
against the Zionist regime, saying they were fighting 
the occupiers with “stone” but now they have found 
access to missiles.

TEHRAN - Following the victory of Iran Na-
tional Football Team (Team Melli) against Wales 
in the Friday match, the Judiciary chief issued a 
message ordering release of all prisoners who 
are qualified in terms of legal amnesty.

Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei said it is quite 
evident that those who murdered security 
forces, put on fire the public property or des-
ecrated Quran in the recent riots are not sub-
ject to this amnesty.
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Raisi lauds the Basij’s self-sacrifices for public security 

Judiciary chief orders release of qualified 

prisoners following Iran’s victory against Wales

from page 1   The conservative Farhikhtegan newspaper, affiliated to the Islamic Azad University, ran a 
title in which a reporter in Qatar wrote about the stadium atmosphere, the players and spectators.

“Outside the stadium, it was more crowded than it was before the match began. The throng was going 
towards the exit doors, shouting “Iran-Iran”, as if they were connected to an infinite source of energy. 

The stateless people, however, were standing aside intimidated by this national celebration. They tried 
several times to mourn with dance and joy, but there was no support, and if there was, it did not lead 
anywhere. Tonight, Iran is happier than ever, proud and eternal, now more hopeful than ever, we will stand 
in front of America,” the reporter claimed.

Kayhan: Corrects its headline
In its heading, the Kayhan newspaper, called the national team’s win “A victory against Wales, Israel, 

House of Saud and domestic and foreign traitors”.
Hossein Shariatmadari, the editor-in-chief of the newspaper apologized for the headline of the last 

week after the match against England in which he blamed some national team players for not singing the 
national anthem.

“We consider it necessary to correct” the Tuesday headline, “and we express our great appreciation for 
the national football team,” he wrote.

Iran: The miracle of unity
The state-run newspaper ran a big headline calling the victory against Wales “Miracle of Unity”.
“The key to success in this great competition is also the key to the success of Iranian nation in realizing 

‘strong Iran’. Whenever a nation builds a bridge to victory from failures with determination and perse-
verance and overcomes all the waves of despair and hopelessness, the realization of victory and pride 
in all national fields will not be farfetched,” Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Mohammad Mehdi 
Esmaeili wrote in the newspaper.

“Just as the superiority in this competition was our right, the superiority and success in other areas of 
life is also the right of all the children of this land. Bringing Iran to a worthy place in the world is the right 
of all Iranians, and in order to realize this great goal, we all have to work hard and not to be afraid of small 
failures or getting disappointed.”

He added, “The young footballers taught a great lesson to all Iranians and the whole world. They showed 
that the world should stand strong for the honor of Iran and say well done to all this effort, hope and zeal.”

What can turn the countless talents and capabilities of the youth into pride is nothing but hope and 
believing in victory, the minister opined. 

“For a hopeful nation, where there is a will there is a way.” 
Etemad: Why does the U.S. spend money against the hijab?
In a note, the reformist Etemad newspaper has warned the officials that they should not use the victory 

against Wales and the happiness of the people as a tool. 
To improve the situation, the writer suggested, officials should make serious and fundamental changes 

in national policies.
The newspaper has also conducted a detailed interview with Shahab Esfandiari, the head of Iran Broad-

casting University, in which the issues of these days in Iran and hijab is discussed. It also pointed to the 
policies and views of the Islamic Republic in this regard.

“Americans are upset about the progress of Iranian women in the Islamic Republic. In their plan, these 
events were not supposed to happen. Their desired image of Islam is ISIS and the Taliban. Why is the U.S. 
government paying hundreds of thousands of dollars to a woman who preaches against the hijab? The 
U.S. government’s problem with Iran is the hijab law? Why do they pay an employee to spend 5 to 6 years 
focusing on one issue out of hundreds of women’s issues? Because they are looking for social tension and 
division,” Esfandiari said.

TEHRAN - An expert on international affairs 
says Iran, given its geographical location, has the 
potential to expand cooperation with countries 
member to of the Organization of Turkic States. 

In an interview with the website of the Strate-
gic Council on Foreign Relations (SCFR) published 
on Saturday, Seyed Ali Ghaem Maghami says Iran 
can establish “good cooperation” with the orga-
nization.

The organization held a summit in Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan, on November 11.

The presidents of Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the prime min-
ister of Hungary and the head of the upper house 
of the Parliament of Turkmenistan participated in 
the event.

Hungary and Turkmenistan have observer 
status in the organization.  Hungary received ob-
server status at the organization during its 6th 
summit in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyzstan, in Septem-
ber 2018.

The summit opened under the slogan “A new 
era of Turkic civilization: On the way to common 
development and prosperity.”

Ghaem Maghami said the organization com-
prises about 180 million people. In the recent 
meeting, Northern Cyprus also joined the organi-
zation as an observer member.  

Ghaem Maghami said, “Based on the evalua-
tions of experts, the Turkic world is a market with 
a population of 300 million people, a national in-
come of 1.5 trillion dollars, a trade volume of more 
than 500 billion dollars and an investment vol-
ume of 250 billion dollars, and has an important 
capacity and the power of economic growth and 
development.”

The analyst of international affairs, while 

Pointing to the “Vision 2040 of the Turkic 
World”, which sets the medium and long-term 
goals and plans of the organization, the ana-
lyst said, “Turkey has announced that it will give 
scholarship to all Central Asian countries, it has 
opened universities in those countries over the 
past years and now also announces the opening 
of another university in Uzbekistan.”

He continued, “Turkey and the Central Asian 
countries are mutually seeking entanglement 
and expansion of relations, and this measure has 
been assessed as Ankara’s entry into Russia’s 
backyard.”

The analyst on countries with Turkic peoples 
said Israel has been trying to find footholds in 
Turkic states.

“In the past, we have been a witness to more 
attention and efforts of the Zionist regime to in-
fluence and make investment in the republics of 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uz-
bekistan.”

Referring to the assessment of the media close 
to the Chinese government, which view the orga-
nization as a threat to China and regional stability, 
Ghaem Maghami noted, “Because of the presence 
of the Uyghurs, China is sensitive to the ideologies 
of pan-Turkism and Islamism of Ankara and be-
lieves that the organization can intensify the eth-
nic tensions in the Xinjiang region and challenge 
the stability and security of the region, because 
the spread of the idea of extreme Turkish nation-
alism” poses risks.

“Chinese media had announced that the orga-
nization would increase competition and tension 
between Russia and Turkey, and under this situ-
ation, the announcement of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus joining that organization has 
increased China’s sensitivity; however, we were 
not seeing any serious criticism from those coun-
tries,” the analyst remarked.

Noting that Russia is also not trying to con-
front the organization, he explained, “The Krem-
lin spokesman had earlier commented about the 
controversial videos in which Erdogan held a map 
called the ‘Turkic World’ in his hands which includ-
ed large parts of Russia, ‘but the problem is that 
there is no big red star in the center of the Turkic 
World map. That star is in Russia, in Altai, that holy 
place. I say this as a Turkologist!”

Emphasizing the need to increase the atten-
tion of countries member to the organization to 
economic and commercial cooperation and avoid 
fueling ethnic and racial issues, he said, “Some 

strategists believe that the organization can be 
a threat to the region in terms of fueling racial 
issues and also NATO exploitation of it; however, 
it should be kept in mind that Turkey is the only 
NATO country that is member to the organization, 
therefore, by addressing only some areas that can 
create a threat, the importance of paying atten-
tion to the opportunities should not be neglected.”

He said certain countries such as Turkey, the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan are in 
competition to influence other members.

“Countries member to the organization do not 
have the same power and influence, and Turkey 
definitely has the upper hand among them and in 
this way expands its influence; but it seems that 
other countries, especially the Republic of Azer-
baijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, also pursue 
their independent interests in that organization.”

Emphasizing the importance of Iran’s atten-
tion to the expansion of relations and investing 
in countries in Central Asia and the Caucasus, he 
added, “More than 26 billion dollars of trade ex-
changes have been established between Turkey 
and the countries of Central Asia. In addition, 
member countries of the Organization of Turkic 
States have announced that they have more than 
one trillion dollars in trade relations with the in-
ternational community, of which 10 percent of the 
volume is between the Turkic states. Of course, 
those countries have announced that they are 
trying to increase the volume of mutual trade and 
investment between Turkish-speaking countries.”

Most of those countries are member to sev-
eral regional organizations and pacts, including 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation, Eurasian Eco-
nomic Cooperation Organization (EECO), as well 
as The Collective Security Treaty Organization 
(CSTO) and bilateral and regional cooperation. 

“Considering the membership of Central Asian 
countries in those organizations and the exis-
tence of common interests with them, Iran can 
have common interests and good cooperation 
with the Organization of Turkic States. Unfortu-
nately, some views inside and outside are trying 
to define Iran in contrast to that organization by 
raising some issues and claims and in a way put 
that organization in contrast to Iran. While we 
have expandable and neighborly cooperation with 
those countries, all the capacities should be used,” 
he concluded.

TEHRAN-   President Ebrahim 
Raisi has said there exits a signifi-
cant potential for relationship be-
tween Tehran and Kuala Lumpur in 
a variety of areas, stating that Teh-
ran sees Malaysia as an important 
country in Asia and the larger Mus-
lim world.

Raisi made the remarks in a 
phone conversation on Friday with 
Anwar Ibrahim, the newly-elected 

prime minister of Malaysia.

“Iran and Malaysia have great and 
diverse capabilities in the fields of 
economy, technology, culture, and 
international cooperation. Serious 
efforts by the two countries’ offi-
cials can actualize these capabilities 
in accordance with the interests of 
the two nations,” the Iranian presi-
dent remarked.

For his part, Anwar stated that 

there is a significant potential for 
Iran and Malaysia to strengthen re-
lationship in the cultural and busi-
ness spheres

“We will do our utmost to raise 
our relations as two countries and 
great Islamic nations to the great-
est extent possible,” the Malaysian 
leader remarked.

Following tumultuous parlia-
mentary elections that resulted in 

a hung parliament, Malaysia’s mon-
arch named Ibrahim as prime min-
ister on Thursday, putting an end to 
days of uncertainty.

The 75-year-old Anwar has time 
and again been denied the pre-
miership despite getting within 
striking distance over the years. He 
was deputy prime minister in the 
1990s and the official prime minis-
ter-in-waiting in 2018.

Isolation of the 
stateless

Expert elaborates on to threats and opportunities by Organization of Turkic States

Raisi says Iran looks to Malaysia as important country in Islamic world

Syrian president praises Iran, 
Hezbollah as key allies 

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday Iranian newspapers.



TEHRAN- Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, has asserted that Iran’s 
struggle is not with a bunch of rioters 
who have caused anarchy in the 
country, rather “the major fight is with 
the global hegemony.”

Addressing a group of Basij 
volunteer members in the capital 
Tehran on Saturday, the Leader 
stressed the “Basij culture” is one of 
humble, industrious volunteers. 

It is a culture of “fearless” 
combatants with a feeling of bravery, a 
sense of helping humanity, and a sense 
of serving the nation. It entails making 
sacrifices for the sake of others.

“Being a Basij member implies 
embracing the fact that you will 
be persecuted in order to save the 
oppressed. You witnessed how 
the Basij were persecuted while 
protecting the Iranian people from 
the persecution of a gang of rioters 
who were either uninformed, 
misinformed, or mercenary,” 
Ayatollah Khamenei noted. 

The Leader remarketed, “A group 
of people claiming to be politically 
knowledgeable, but whose analyses 
in newspapers and virtual space really 
sadden one, state that in order to end 
these riots, you should solve your 
problems with America.”

The Leader went on to add, “Praise 
God, there are millions of Basij soldiers 
who have registered, as well as 
millions more who have not. In several 
Muslim nations, there are millions of 
Basiji. All of these Basij have the same 
moral principles.”

The latest unrest, according to 
Ayatollah Khamenei, is a result of 
Western pressure on Iran to give in on 
its rights in negotiations, especially 
those with the U.S., which have 
stalled due to Washington’s lack of 
commitment.

Ayatollah Khamenei also praised 
Imam Khomeini, the late founder of 
the Islamic Revolution, for one of his 
greatest initiatives: the Basij volunteer 
force, characterizing it as a “school of 
passion and spirituality.”

The Leader underlined that the 
nation has the potential to train Basij 
troops and that the Basij have the 
ability to propel the nation ahead 
dramatically.

“Basij must appear in all settings 
and sectors. It is a body to serve 
people without any expectations, 
not a military force per se,” the 
Leader pointed out, proceeding, 
“Our eminent nuclear experts were 
members of the force in fact, and 
Basij troops have been successful on 
the scientific front.”

Members of the Basij force have 
fought vandals, lost their lives, and 
suffered injuries during the most 
recent foreign-sponsored riots, 
Ayatollah Khamenei stressed, and they 
have sacrificed themselves for the 
benefit of the people.

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
highlighted that opponents are attempting 
to control minds and sway public opinion 
by disseminating falsehoods and fake 
news and urged state authorities to keep 
a close check on current events.

The Leader maintained that given 
the geopolitical position of West 
Asia, and Iran in particular, American 
authorities had intended to harm the 
surrounding countries of the Islamic 
Republic, as they had admitted in 2006.

“The most significant nation 
in the region is Iran,” Ayatollah 
Khamenei remarked, adding, “The 
Islamic Revolution of 1979 turned the 
tide against colonial practices and 
created a wall against the intrusion 
of haughty countries. The regional 
peoples’ hearts and minds were won 

over by our revolution.”
The leader said, “How did Iran react 

to the Western plot? Iran’s Islamic 
Republic was never brought up in 
conversation regarding North Africa. 
We have never wanted to enter and 
never have. However, the US policy was 
unsuccessful while Iran’s strategy was 

effective in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.”
The Leader also stated that Lebanon, 

Libya, Sudan, and Somalia have 
occasionally been attacked due to 
their pro-Iran attitudes, and that the 
U.S. attempted to eliminate the Syrian 
government because it is an ally of Iran.

“From the Westerners’ point 
of view, Iran had strategic depth 
in six countries. They had to be 
controlled by the United States and 
the imperialism before Iran could be 

dealt with. The governments of these 
six countries (Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
Libya, Sudan and Somalia) had to 
fall,” Ayatollah Khamenei noted.

The Leader stated, “An opposing 
tactic is to catch you off guard. He 
has several methods for achieving 
this. One of these strategies is to 
start acting in a way that causes a 
lot of noise in order to draw attention 
to that area before beginning the 
primary goal he had in mind.”

He added, “The failure of U.S. policies 
in these 3 nations was caused by Iran’s 

presence. They attempted to take 
over Iraq but were unsuccessful. They 
attempted to overthrow the Syrian 
government but were unsuccessful. 
In Lebanon, they worked to crush the 
Hezbollah and Amal groups. It wasn’t 
successful; they failed.”

“To reduce Iran’s strategic 
importance and harm it, the Americans 

spent billions of dollars and countless 
hours. But the immense, potent might 
of the Islamic Republic prevented 
this conspiracy from succeeding,” the 
Leader pointed out. 

The Leader also noted that because 
of the region’s abundant oil resources, 
Western colonial powers have their 
sights set on West Asia. He noted 
that the Israeli occupation regime 
serves as the major foundation from 
which Westerners exercise rule and 
hegemony over the region.

 “Negotiation will not solve our 
problems with America. Only one 
thing would solve our problem with 
America and that is paying ransom to 
America, but not just one ransom, they 
are demanding permanent ransom,” 
Ayatollah Khamenei stated.

“We are even instructed to pay 
attention to the national voice. 
During the demonstrations on 
November 4 on the National Day 
against the Global Arrogance then, 
didn’t you hear the resounding voice 
of the country? The voice of the 
Iranian people is being projected 
through the funeral processions of 
the martyrs. In Karaj, Isfahan, and 
Shiraz, a large number of Iranians 
organized rallies and attended 
funerals,” the Leader said.

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
further emphasized that although 
Washington has occasionally had 
negotiations with Tehran, it has 
continued to impose sanctions on the 
Islamic Republic.

He reiterated that the United 
States has invested enormous sums 
of money in a scheme to hurt Iran, 
and he added that whatever future 
agreements Washington and its 
partners in Europe desire to reach 
with Iran are designed to deprive 
the Islamic Republic of its defensive 
military might and prowess.

Referring to the misuse of the 
World Cup by the world arrogance 
while deflecting attention of the world 
people in a bid to orchestrate plots 
(exactly like the last periods), Ayatollah 
Khamenei stressed that “be vigilant 

and watchful,” adding, “As I talked 
about the World Cup, I need to say that 
yesterday the National Football Team 
stirred joy in the country. May God 
make them thrilled.”

The Leader also said, “When the 
World Cup is taking place, all eyes are 
on it. The opponent typically takes 
advantage of this lax moment to act. It’s 
crucial for authorities to concentrate 
on both domestic and international 
issues, especially those in East Asia, the 
Caucasus, and West Asia.”

Iran one step closer 
to 2022 World Cup 
knockout stage
Frome Page 1   Carlos Queiroz is well aware 

of what the Iranian fans want in this edition. To 
book a place in the knockout stage for the first 
time can be satisfying for them.

After four friendly matches ahead of the 2022 
World Cup and two matches against England and 
Wales, Queiroz is more familiar with his team now.

He took charge Team Melli for the second stint in 
September. The Portuguese coach has previously led 
Iran in the 2014 and 2018 World Cups.

The Americans will be eliminated with a draw or a 
loss against Iran.

Lazio interested in Iran 
forward Taremi: report
TEHRAN - Lazio are reportedly considering a 

potential bid for Iran and FC Porto striker Mehdi Taremi.
The 30-year-old is impressing at the 2022 World 

Cup, scoring two goals and providing one assist in two 
games for his country.

He already made his mark this season at club level 
for FC Porto, finding the net 13 times and setting up 
eight assists in just 19 matches.

Taremi was purchased from Rio Ave in the 
summer of 2020 for €4.73m, but his value on the 
transfer market has quadrupled to at least €20m.

Lazio had been adamant it did not need to 
bring in another striker, despite suffering in the 
absence of injured Immobile, football-italia.net 
reported. 

The team could only really consider signing 
a new player if he could provide versatility, so 
be both the understudy to Immobile and his 
potential strike partner.

Taremi is primarily a center-forward, but can also 
play on the left wing of a trident.

Iran’s Zahedifar wins 
gold at Asian Girls 
Chess Championships
TEHRAN – Anahita Zahedifar of Iran finished 

in the first place in the 2022 Asian Juniors and 
Girls Chess Championships.

She won the gold medal in rapid championship.
The tournament brought 52 chess players 

from 11 countries together.
The Asian Girls Junior Championship was 

a 9-round Swiss tournament took place in 
Tagaytay City, Philippines.

The competition was held from November 17 to 
26 at the Knights Templar Hotel.

Alireza Beiranvand to 
play against U.S. 
TEHRAN – Iran goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand 

will reportedly play against the U.S. in the 2022 
FIFA World Cup.

He was absent in the vital match against Wales 
slated for Friday due to the head injury.

Iran was told by FIFA they should not play the 
goalkeeper against Wales after he suffered a 
concussion against England.

Beiranvand collided face first with teammate Majid 
Hosseini and was in need of treatment for several 
minutes. Incredibly, he was allowed to briefly continue 
before leaving the field on a stretcher.

Beiranvand will reportedly play against the U.S.
The PA news agency understands FIFA has been 

in daily contact with the Iranian federation since the 
injury and have told them that they should follow the 
concussion protocol and not allow Beiranvand to play.

Iran’s team doctor has the final say, but FIFA 
is taking the matter extremely seriously and has 
stressed to the federation in the strongest terms 
that he should not play.

Brain injury charity Headway said it was “an 
utter disgrace” that Beiranvand had been allowed 
to play on against England.

No political football 
for Iran World Cup 
clash: Berhalter
TEHRAN – The U.S. coach Gregg Berhalter said 

politics would not come into his team’s must-win 
World Cup match against Iran. 

Berhalter’s team shared spoils in goalless draw 
with mighty England at the Al Bayt Stadium in 
Group B on Friday.

The result sets up a tantalizing clash with Iran 
next Tuesday when a victory for either side would 
guarantee a place in the last 16, AFP reported. 

It’s for the first time two team will lock horn in 
the World Cup since 1998 World Cup, where Iran 
defeated the U.S. 2-1. 

Berhalter insisted that while tensions between 
the U.S. and Iranian governments remain, politics 
would not enter Tuesday’s occasion.

“I’ve played in three different countries, and 
I coached in Sweden, and the thing about soccer 
is you meet so many different people from all 
around the world, and you’re united by a common 
love of the sport,” Berhalter said. 

“I envision the game being hotly contested for 
the fact that both teams want to advance to the 
next round – not because of politics or because of 
relations between our countries. 

Berhalter acknowledged however that 
the stakes for the game could not be higher, 
describing it as his team’s “first knockout game” 
of the World Cup.

“We win or we’re out of the World Cup, and 
that’s going to be the focus of ours in preparing 
the team,” Berhalter said. 

The U.S. are currently third in Group B with two 
points from two draws, trailing Iran in second, 
who reignited their campaign with a 2-0 win over 
Wales earlier Friday. 

England, who lead the group with four points, 
face Wales in their final game.

That means that the U.S. will secure a place in 
the knockout rounds if they beat Iran.

“Any time you’re in a World Cup and you get to 
go into the last game controlling your destiny, 
that’s a pretty good thing,” Berhalter said.

Australia edge 
Tunisia 
TEHRAN - Australia beat Tunisia 1-0 at the 

Al Janoub Stadium on Saturday to register 
their first World Cup victory in 12 years as they 
provisionally moved up to second in Group D 
behind reigning champions France.

Striker Mitchell Duke scored midway through 
the first half with a glancing header past 
keeper Aymen Dahmen to give Australia the 
lead, while Tunisia’s best chance came when 
skipper Youssef Msakni shot just wide.

The victory, only the third for Australia in six 
visits to the World Cup finals, was the perfect 
response to their 4-1 drubbing at the hands of 
France on Tuesday.

Australia now move to three points in the group.

Saudi Arabia fall 
short against Poland
TEHRAN - Poland bolstered their chances on 

Saturday of reaching the World Cup’s last 16 for 
the first time since 1986 after goals from Piotr 
Zielinski and Robert Lewandowski killed Saudi 
Arabia’s efforts to advance a game early.

Zielinski scored after 39 minutes against the 
run of play and Lewandowski put the match 
beyond Saudi Arabia eight minutes from time, 
while goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny’s stunning 
double save from a penalty in first half stoppage 
time kept Poland in the match against a Saudi side 
that were always on the attack.

The result leaves Poland needing only a point 
from their final Group C match against Argentina 
to guarantee their spot in the next round.

Saudi Arabia were the better team for the 
first half and had the advantage of a few 
favorable refereeing decisions but will rue the 
missed penalty from Salem Al-Dawsari, who 
scored the winner in their historic victory over 
Argentina on Tuesday.
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IRAN IN FOCUS

No Ransom to U.S.

TEHRAN- The Tehran Jewish Committee has 
denounced weeks of unrest the followed the death 
of a young woman in police custody in September, 
warning of division in the society.

The committee, an umbrella body of Jewish 
groups advocating for Jews in Iran, expressed 
its support for the Islamic Republic system in 
response to the unrest in a statement.

The committee asserted that it has consistently 
adhered to the principles set by Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei 
that serve as a guide to counter those who seek to 
create disorder and insecurity in the country.

It maintained that all Iranians’ feelings were 
wounded by the recent “unfortunate” events. 

“National unity is in the crosshairs of the 
enemies of the Islamic establishment, who 
ostensibly want to undermine security in the 
Islamic Republic,” it added. 

The group urged all nationals to avoid dividing 
the nation and instead interact with authorities in 
a calm manner about some issues, which, it stated, 
would surely be to everyone’s advantage.

The committee anticipated that soon Iran 
will experience harmony, tranquility, safety, and 
happiness.

Also, a prominent Iranian Sunni cleric appealed 
for calm last week in the face of adversary 
intended to destabilize the country, stating that 
inciting turmoil and causing damage to people’s 
property are obviously at odds with the battle for 
freedom and democracy.

Islam forbids all forms of violence, homicide 
and acts of sabotage committed during the riots, 
said Mamousta Fayeq-Rostami, the Friday prayer 
leader of the Kurdish city of Sanandaj.

These acts are opposed to the principles of the 
holy religion of Islam, the cleric added.

Following the death of Mahsa Amini, 22, in a 
hospital on September 16, three days after she 
had fainted in a police station, riots erupted in 
certain cities in Iran. Amini’s death was linked to 
her medical condition, not to any alleged abuse by 
police, according to a probe.

The past two months have seen rioters and 
thugs go on the rampage, using the protests as a 
cover to carry out attacks on security personnel, 
committing acts of vandalism, desecrating holy 
sites, and claiming false-flag civilian killings to 
implicate security forces. 

Many of these individuals were later discovered 
to have connections to foreign parties. 

Amid the riots, Daesh found the opportunity to 
commit a terrorist act in a holy shrine in Shiraz, 
capital of Fars province, on October 26 which led 
to the death of 13 worshippers and injury of 30 
others.

Tehran Jewish community condemns unrest, cautions of division

 Stay Basiji and keep in yourself the spirit and faith of such a person. 

 Know your own value but of course, Basij’s characteristic is not to 
brag, but know the value of this God-given gift. 

 Specify foes’ plots and weak points, and stay vigilant opposed the 
enemy seeking to take you by surprise as they strive to glorify and 
play up themselves.     

 Calibrate and gauge the level of your own spiritual growth.  

 Step up your own insight in the face of foes’ lying and falsification  

 Keep your practical readiness and avoid being taken aback. 

 Never will you be frail and forlorn, surely you are superior in case 
of being faithful.    

7 tips of the Leader to Basiji volunteers 

 “The regional peoples’ hearts and minds were won over by 
our revolution”



TEHRAN – Iranian Finance and 
Economic Affairs Ministry has said 
in a statement that fluctuations 
in the capital market are normal 
and not every decrease in the 
market index means the market is 
constantly falling, IRNA reported.

In response to some negative 
reports by local newspapers 
about the recent decline of the 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE)’s 
main index (TEDPIX) over the 
past few days, the ministry 
released a statement scolding the 
mentioned reports for inducing 
doubts about the future of the 
stock market.

“Inducing doubt about the 
future of the stock market is not 
a logical approach in a situation 
where an atmosphere of hope 
is becoming dominant [in the 
market],” the statement read.

“Contrary to the approach 
of the previous government 
[administration], the 13th 
government has not looked at 
the stock market as a means 
for generating income and has 
always tried to support the capital 
market,” the statement said. 

The government’s view of the 
stock market in the past year 
has been a strategic one, and it 
has provided a series of supports 
with a short-term, medium-term, 
and long-term view of the stock 
market, and the support has 
never been done for a specific 
period and with a short-term 
view only, the ministry stressed.

In late October, Securities 
and  Exchange Organization 
(SEO) unveiled a comprehensive 
support package to encourage 
activities in the capital market 
as shareholders were getting 
reluctant to invest in the market.

One of the major measures 
considered in this package was 
the insurance of shareholders’ 
capital and dividends over the 
next year.

Insuring the shares of real 
entities up to one billion rials 
(about $3,450) per person, issuing 
subordinated warrants on shares 
of fixed income funds up to 400 
trillion rials (about $1.38 billion), 
injecting new resources into the 
market by sovereign funds to 
buy shares, depositing up to 50 
trillion rials (about $172 million) 
of the resources approved in 
the national budget bill for the 
Capital Market Development and 
Stabilization Fund as of Saturday, 
as well as direct and continuous 
coordination, supervision and 
monitoring of the legal entities 
active in the capital market, 
including companies and 

semi-governmental financial 
institutions, pension funds and 
military institutions were among 
the measures considered in the 
mentioned support package.

The package also stressed 
cooperation between the Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI) and the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Affairs 

to manage the interest rates.
Increasing SEO’s direct 

investment in Capital Market 
Development and Stabilization 
Fund, limiting the activities of 
marketers, and suspending the 
underwriting of securities and 
initial offerings until further 
notice were also among the 
issues considered in SEO’s 
support package.

Following this support package, 
the market started a modest 
upward trend earlier this month 
which continued for almost a 
week, however, TEDPIX once again 
fell off the track and the index has 
been falling over the past week.

A report published by the 
Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) has recently stated 
that the capital market is facing 
mistrust and uncertainty and 
with the continuation of the 
downward trend in the market’s 
index, shareholders are getting 
more inclined towards selling 
their shares.

Back in February, the 
government’s economic 
coordination headquarters 
had also unveiled a support 
package for the capital market, 
which included measures 
such as reducing the price of 
petrochemical feed, reducing 
taxes on manufacturing 
companies, defining new 
regulations for the mining 
sector, increasing the capital of 
the Stock Market Stabilization 
Fund, controlling the release 
of government bonds, and 
determining the exchange rate 
of the banks; but this package, 
despite the temporary positive 
effects, was not able to change 
the general trend of the market 
and prevent the continuous fall of 
the stock prices.

TEHRAN – The 27th meeting of the Tehran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture (TCCIMA) Energy and Environment 
Committee was held in Tehran on Saturday, 
during which the attendees stressed the need 
for an integrated governance system in the 
country’s energy sector.

The meeting was attended by Head of the 
TCCIMA Energy Committee Reza Padidar, 
the members of the committee, and the 
spokesperson of the Parliament’s Energy 
Committee Malek Shariati-Niyasar, the TCCIMA 
portal reported.

Speaking at the meeting, Shariati-Niyasar 
pointed to different scenarios for the 
establishment of integrated energy governance 
in the country and said: “One method is to 
integrate the state-owned companies in the 
energy sector and privatize the rest. Another 
way is to bring all state companies, including 
the National Iranian Oil Company, under the 
governance of the Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Affairs.”

The official also mentioned the integration 
of the country’s energy consumption sector 
as another scenario and specified that based 
on this scenario, the total consumption in 
this sector should be governed under a new 
organization supervised by the presidency.

He then stated that the suggested scenarios 

for the establishment of an integrated energy 
governance system for the country are being 
pursued by the Parliament Energy Committee, 
and reminded that this committee is also ready 
to consult with the private sector.

He also informed about the approval of the 
law on removing obstacles to the development 
of the country’s electricity industry by the 
Guardian Council and reminded that this law 
will be directed to the government in the 
coming days for implementation.

According to Shariati-Niyasar, the 
government has paid 25 trillion rials (about 
$70.6 million) of its dues to private renewable 
energy contractors.

The official finally said that the reform of 
financial relations in the country’s oil and gas 
sector is also on the agenda of the parliament.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 1,979 points to 1.408 
million on Saturday.

As reported, over 6.303 billion securities 
worth 34.011 trillion rials (about $117.6 million) 
were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index lost 1,651 points, 
and the second market’s index dropped 3,361 
points.

TEDPIX lost 3,000 points to 1.410 million 
in the past Iranian calendar week (ended on 
Friday).

The index had risen 131,000 points (10.21 
percent) to 1.414 million points in the Iranian 
calendar week ended on November 11.

As reported, it was the highest weekly rise 

during the current Iranian calendar year (began 
on March 21).

After a long period of decline, the stock 
market transactions finally returned to the 
upward cycle from the last three weeks and 
under the influence of the decisions taken by the 
government and the Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO), and increased the hope of 
shareholders to invest again in this market and 
obtain a reasonable return from it.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. The 
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and 
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN – Water storage in the dams of 
the Tehran Province has declined more than 
22 percent in the current water year (started 
in September 2021) compared to the previous 
year, an official with the dam sector said.

According to Hassan Tabarsi, currently, 301 
million cubic meters (mcm) of water is stored 
behind the five dams supplying water to the 
capital, 87 mcm less than the previous year’s 

same period in which 388 mcm of water 
was stored behind the province’s dams, IRIB 
reported.

Tabarsi noted that the capital’s dam 
reservoirs are also facing a 349-mcm 
shortage as compared to the normal level of 
water that should be stored in the mentioned 
dams by the end of the current Iranian 
calendar month (December 21).

from page 1   Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, Khani, who is the head of the Iranian 
economy ministry’s Financial Intelligence 
Center (FIC), emphasized the development 
of bilateral and multilateral interactions and 
cooperation with friendly countries.

The MOU with Uzbekistan is the sixteenth 
memorandum of cooperation between Iran’s 
FIC and the financial information unit of other 
countries.

Iran, Tajikistan discuss cooperation 
against money laundering

Also, On the sidelines of the Eurasian 
summit, Khani met with Tajikistan’s minister 
of finance.

In this meeting, the official emphasized 

increasing interactions between the two 
countries, especially in the fight against 
money laundering and terrorist financing.

The Tajik minister for his part emphasized 
developing cooperation as much as possible 
and invited the Iranian economy minister to 
visit Tajikistan.

Iran, Russia to expand collaborations in 
battling money laundering

Khani has also met Yury Chikhanchin, vice 
president and director of the Federal Financial 
Monitoring Service of Russia, on the sidelines 
of the summit to discuss the relative affairs.

In the meeting, the two sides emphasized 
the need to increase interactions with the 
aim of a more serious fight against money 

laundering and terrorist financing, especially 
the fight against the financing of drug 
traffickers.

The Russian side, which is the head of 
the Eurasian regional working group in 
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), 
appreciated Iran’s actions in combating 
money laundering and countering the 
financing of terrorism and said that he would 
announce Iran’s successes to FATF and will do 
the best of his ability to remove Iran from the 
black list.

Also, in this meeting, the two sides agreed 
to discuss the formation of an eastern 
coalition to fight money laundering and 
terrorist financing.

TEHRAN- Iran’s steel ingots 
export rose 18 percent in the 
first seven months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
21-October 22), as compared 
to the same period of time in 
the past year, the Iranian Steel 
Producers Association (ISPA) 
announced.

According to the data released 
by the ISPA, Iran exported 4.799 
million tons of steel ingots in 
the seven-month period of this 
year, while the figure was 4.057 
million tons in the same time 
span of the past year.

As announced by the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries 
Development and Renovation 
Organization (IMIDRO), the 

country’s export of steel ingots 
increased by 25 percent in the 
past Iranian calendar year 1400 
(ended on March 20), from its 
preceding year.

The IMIDRO’s data put the 
country’s annual steel ingot 

exports at 7.678 million tons in 
the past year, and at 6.162 million 
tons in the previous year.

The Iranian Steel industry has 
been constantly developing over 
the past years against all the 
pressures and obstacles created 
by outside forces like the U.S. 
sanctions and the coronavirus 
outbreak that has severely 
affected the performance of the 
world’s top producers.

According to the latest 
report released by the World 
Steel Association (WSA), the 
production of crude steel in Iran 
rose nine percent in the first 10 
months of 2022, as compared to 
the same period of time in the 
past year.

The WSA data put the country’s 
10-month crude steel production 
at 25.1 million tons.

The report shows that Iran’s 
crude steel output has also 
increased by 3.5 percent in 
October compared to the same 
month in 2021, reaching 2.9 
million tons.

Iran has maintained its place 
as the world’s 10th biggest steel 
producer during the mentioned 
10 months, according to the WSA 
data.

The country is expected to 
climb to seventh place among 
the world’s top steel producers 
by the Iranian calendar year 1404 
(March 2025).

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar 
month Aban (ended on November 21), 
10,206,807 tons of commodities worth over 
$2.5 billion were traded at Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations 
and International Affairs Department, the 
exchange traded on both domestic and export 
rings of its oil and petrochemical trading floor 
1.767 million tons of commodities valued at 
nearly $963 million.

The IME’s customers purchased on this 
floor 452,000 tons of vacuum bottom, 
509,633 tons of bitumen, 394,914 tons of 
polymeric products, 203,100 tons of lube 
cut, 139,208 tons of chemicals, 36,575 tons 
of sulfur, 26,432 tons of oil and 1,100 tons of 
insulation.

Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of 
more than 8.322 million tons of commodities 

worth over $1.5 billion on its metals and 
minerals trading floor.

Items traded on this floor included 
5,778,000 tons of cement, 1,462,000 tons of 
steel, 657,000 tons of iron ore, 338,500 tons 
of sponge iron, 35,610 tons of aluminum, 
4,740 tons of zinc, 41,892 tons of copper, 
1,000 tons of molybdenum concentrate, 66 
tons of precious metals concentrate and 40 
kg of gold bars.

It’s worth noting that the IME also traded 
2,416 vehicles on its automobiles trading 
floor.

Last was the IME’s side market on which the 
exchange traded 71,779 tons of commodities

The value of trades at Iran Mercantile 
Exchange rose 102 percent, and the volume of 
trades at the exchange increased 128 percent 
in the past Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended 

on March 20), which was the highest level of 
growth in the history of the exchange since 
its establishment.

Statistical data show that in the past year, 
in addition to new records in the volume 
and value of trades of different products, 
10 major records in total value and physical 
market trades were registered. In a way 
that besides the total value of trades, the 
volume and value of physical market trades, 
the volume, and value of industrial products 
and petrochemicals trades, the value of oil 
products trades and the volume and value of 
side market trades all hit records.

IME is one of the four major stock markets 
of Iran, the other three markets are Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also as Iran 
Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX).

TEHRAN – On the sidelines of the three-day 
Summit of the Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) which was held from November 22 
to 24 in the Bangladeshi Capital Dhaka, 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic 
Diplomacy Mehdi Safari met with officials 
from various countries to pursue the Islamic 
Republic’s goal of economic diplomacy.

During the mentioned summit, Safari 
met and held talks with Tanzania’s Minister 
of Livestock and Fisheries Luhaga Joelson 
Mpina, as well as the deputy foreign ministers 
of Japan, South Africa, and Guinea.

In these meetings, the officials exchanged 
views about the latest situation of bilateral 
economic cooperation and offered some 
solutions for the development and 
strengthening of trade relations.

Holding joint economic committee 
meetings and the exchange of business 
delegations were also among the topics 
discussed in the mentioned meetings.

The Indian Ocean Rim Association is a 
dynamic inter-governmental organization 
aimed at strengthening regional cooperation 
and sustainable development within the 
Indian Ocean region through its 23 member 
states and 10 dialogue partners.

Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, France, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Oman, Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, South 
Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, the 
United Arab Emirates, and Yemen, are the 
organization’s main members, while China, 
Egypt, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, Turkey, 
the Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America are also 
IORA dialogue partners.
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Fluctuations in capital 
market are normal: 
Economy Ministry

SEO unveiled a 
comprehensive 

support package 
to encourage 

activities in capital 
market in late 

October

Iran pursuing economic 
diplomacy during IORA summit

Integrated governance of energy sector 

stressed at TCCIMA meeting

TEDPIX drops nearly 2,000 points on Saturday

Water storage behind Tehran dams falls 22%

Iran to cooperate with Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Russia to fight money laundering

Steel ingot export up 18% in 7 months on year

Commodities worth over $2.5b traded at IME in a month



Canada’s disturbing human 
rights record 

from page 1  On February 14, 
Trudeau took a very unprecedented 
step by declaring a state of emergency 
for the first time in Canada’s history in 
a bid to disperse the crowds that had 
been gathering peacefully.

The decision raised many eyebrows 
with legal experts arguing the situation 
at the time was peaceful and did not 
meet the threshold to invoke such 
powers that had never been seen before. 
At a press conference, lawyers from 
the Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
(CCLA) argued the government failed 
to meet the high legal threshold to 
invoke the action, and created special 
temporary powers in the process that 
breached fundamental rights.

In his testimony, Trudeau 
acknowledged that using such powers 
was a significant move but claimed that 
it led to the restoration of order.  

But this was not a warzone! Canada 
resorted to its most powerful tool (which 
should have been used when the country 
is facing a national emergency) against 
peaceful gatherings. 

That has raised many questions 
about Canada’s human rights record. 
The Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
warned that the move “threatens our 
democracy and our civil liberties”.

The measure allowed the Canadian 
government to have far-reaching powers 
at its disposal. Among many punitive 
measures, it gave the government the 
ability to freeze the accounts of the 
protesters and revoke the insurance of 
truckers.

The government also enjoyed a 
wide array of powers including a ban 
on civilian protesters from traveling or 
using the military to evacuate protesters 
from certain areas. In essence, it granted 
the government of Trudeau almost carte 
blanche to respond to the protests.

Sure enough, Canadian banks began 
to freeze the bank accounts of people 
connected who police said had been 
involved in the protests. The police 
referred to Trudeau’s move, saying it 
gave officers sweeping new powers to 
go after the finances of the protesters.

Even when some of the freezes 
were lifted the organizers of the 
protests continued to face long-term 
consequences. One organizer, Tamara 

Lich, said she had been frozen out of all 
of her accounts and could come up with 
only 5,000 Canadian dollars for bail, 
which the court denied at the time.

A popular peaceful protest 
movement (no violence was ever used 
by the demonstrators) was crushed 
by the government’s use of fear and 
scaremongering because of real concern 
from the government over how large the 
demonstrations would become. 

These were protests that displayed 
the people’s anger against the state but 
also displayed fear by the government 
over its image and popularity, with 
reports emerging Ottawa was even 
under pressure from Washinton to stop 
the increasingly popular protests from 
crossing the border.

Eva Chipiuk, one of the attorneys 
representing the protest organizers 
said this to the public hearing: “The 
government exceeded their jurisdiction, 
both constitutionally and legislatively… 
The Government of Canada chose the 
use of force—that is state violence—over 
peaceful negotiations and democratic 
engagement with the Canadian people. 
The sad irony is that the protest in Ottawa 
was fundamentally about government 
overreach… By invoking the Emergencies 
Act, the government stepped even 
further into its oppressive government, 
by quashing the most fundamental right 
that belongs to a Canadian democracy… 
This public inquiry is more than just 
looking into circumstances that led to 
the government’s decision to invoke the 
Emergencies Act. It is the beginning of a 
journey of rediscovering what it means 
to be Canadian… If there ever was a time 
for a prime minister to step down, now 

is that time,”

After the emergency declaration was 
issued, the police began turning over the 
names of organizers and people who 
participated in the rallies. This allowed 
the authorities to seize the assets of 
scores of individuals. The new powers 
allowed banks to freeze the personal 
accounts of anyone linked to the protests 
with no need for court orders.

“If you are involved in this protest, 
we will actively look to identify you 
and follow up with financial sanctions 
and criminal charges,” Reuters quoted 
Ottawa Interim Chief of police, Steve 
Bell, as saying. He added, “every single 
Canadian who supported truckers will be 
hunted down and ruined”.

James Bauder, the head of a group 
called Canada Unity, testified that he 
had hoped to persuade the governor-
general, and the Senate, an appointed 
body, to remove Trudeau from office 
for “committing treason and crimes 
against humanity.”

Bauder, who now faces several 
criminal charges, repeatedly 
emphasized that none of the protest 
members ever called for violence, 
saying the demonstration was an act 
of “love and unity.”

Yet the Canadian Prime Minister has 
defended his action, claiming the local 
police were unable to end the protests 
and forced him to take action.  

While Trudeau’s government has gone 
to the extent of imposing sanctions 
against countries such as Iran, where 
police officers have been murdered 
in cold blood for dealing with acts of 
riots, vandalism, murder, and terror; the 

Canadian PM claims he was forced to 
act over protests that were peaceful in 
nature with no violence ever used by the 
demonstrators.

Canada has a dark history of human 
rights abuses 

While Canada likes to talk about 
human rights, its own human rights 
history is very disturbing.

Last year, the indigenous people of the 
land also known as First Nations began 
discovering the mass graves of children, 
whose families were native people of the 
land but were dragged away from their 
homes and taken to a school institutional 
system that has been described as 
“cultural assimilation”.

Around 150,000 indigenous children 
were forcibly taken away from their 
parents and taken to these institutional 
systems where they were subjected to 
torture, sexual abuse, and essentially 
death. Throughout most of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
Canada sought to forcibly assimilate 
aboriginal youngsters by removing them 
from their homes and placing them in 
federally funded boarding schools that 
prohibited the expression of native 
traditions or languages.

Those who spoke their own native 
language were subject to torture, sexual 
abuse, and other graphic abuses.

The discovery of child mass graves 
in regions where the indigenous people 
lived was evidence of what the natives 
had been telling Canadian authorities 
for years. That tens of thousands of their 
children were forcibly removed from 
their families for decades and taken 
away to what some described as more 
like “concentration camps”. At just one 
so-called residential school more than 
750 unmarked graves were discovered.

The reality here is that whilst the 
aboriginal leaders had been demanding 
the authorities to just listen to 
their stories, consecutive Canadian 
governments refused to do so.

It was only when the evidence began to 
slowly emerge that Canadian authorities 
began to acknowledge the grave human 
rights abuses because the evidence was 
too strong to run away from. 

5S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

NOVEMBER 27, 2022

TEHRAN TIMES

INTERNATIONAL

External conflicts revise the view of war in the Middle East

Russian, Azerbaijani 
presidents speak 
over phone on 
Nagorno-Karabakh
Russian President Vladimir Putin spoke over 

the phone with his Azerbaijani counterpart Ilham 
Aliyev on Saturday, the Kremlin said.

“Further steps were considered to implement 
the entire set of trilateral agreements of the 
leaders of Russia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, with 
an emphasis on practical issues of unblocking 
transport and economic ties in the region,” said a 
Kremlin statement.

The three-way accords of 2020 and 2021 
ended the 44-day second Nagorno-Karabakh 
War, named after the South Caucasus region 
that Azerbaijan liberated about two years 
ago from nearly three decades of Armenian 
occupation.

Relations between the two former Soviet 
republics of Armenia and Azerbaijan have been 
tense since 1991, when the Armenian military 
occupied Nagorno-Karabakh, a territory 
internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan.

In the fall of 2020, in 44 days of clashes, Baku 
liberated several cities, villages, and settlements 
from Armenian occupation. The peace agreement 
is celebrated as a triumph in Azerbaijan.

China reports third 
consecutive daily 
record for new 
COVID cases
China reported 35,183 new COVID-19 infections 

on Nov. 25, of which 3,474 were symptomatic and 
31,709 were asymptomatic, the National Health 
Commission said on Saturday, setting a new high 
for the third consecutive day.

That compared with 32,943 new cases a 
day earlier – 3,103 symptomatic and 29,840 
asymptomatic infections, which China counts 
separately.

Excluding imported cases, China reported 
34,909 new local cases on Friday, of which 
3,405 were symptomatic and 31,504 were 
asymptomatic, up from 32,695 a day earlier.

There were no deaths, keeping fatalities at 
5,232. As of Friday, mainland China had confirmed 
304,093 cases with symptoms.

Mega-cities continue to struggle to contain 
outbreaks, with Chongqing and Guangzhou 
recording the bulk of new cases.

Chongqing, a southwestern city of 32 million 
people, reported 7,721 new local cases for Friday, a 
jump of almost 20% from the previous day.

Guangzhou, a prosperous city of nearly 19 
million people in southern China, reported 7,419 
new local cases for Friday, down slightly from 
7,524 cases a day earlier.

New local cases for Friday in the capital Beijing 
jumped 58% to 2,595, according to figures 
released by local health authorities on Saturday.

There are COVID outbreaks in almost all 
Chinese provinces, with Hebei, Sichuan, Shanxi, 
and Qinghai provinces each registering more than 
a thousand new cases on Friday.

Ghana plans to buy 
oil with gold instead 
of U.S. dollars
Ghana’s government is working on a new 

policy to buy oil products with gold rather than 
U.S. dollar reserves, Vice-President Mahamudu 
Bawumia said on Facebook on Thursday.

The move is meant to tackle dwindling foreign 
currency reserves coupled with the demand for 
dollars by oil importers, which is weakening the 
local cedi and increasing living costs.

Ghana’s Gross International Reserves stood at 
around $6.6 billion at the end of September 2022, 
equating to less than three months of imports 
cover. That is down from around $9.7 billion at the 
end of last year, according to the government.

If implemented as planned for the first quarter 
of 2023, the new policy “will fundamentally 
change our balance of payments and significantly 

reduce the persistent depreciation of our 
currency,” Bawumia said.

Using gold would prevent the exchange rate 
from directly impacting fuel or utility prices as 
domestic sellers would no longer need foreign 
exchange to import oil products, he explained.

“The barter of gold for oil represents a major 
structural change,” he added.

U.S. official urges 
‘de-escalation’ as 
Turkey strikes Syria
A U.S. official in Syria on Friday called for an 

“immediate de-escalation” following days of 
deadly airstrikes and shelling along the Syria-
Turkey border, saying the actions destabilize 
the region and undermine the fight against the 
Islamic State group.

Turkey this week launched a wave of airstrikes 
on suspected Kurdish rebels hiding in neighboring 
Syria and Iraq in retaliation for a deadly Nov. 13 
bombing in Istanbul that Ankara blames on the 
Kurdish groups.

The groups have denied involvement in the 
bombing and say the Turkish strikes have killed 
civilians and threatened the anti-IS fight.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, an opposition war monitor, said 
that 67 civilians, gunmen, and soldiers, have been 
killed in Turkish attacks in northern Syria since the 
airstrikes began.

Nikolas Granger, the U.S. senior representative 
to northeastern Syria, said Washington “strongly 
opposes military action that further destabilizes 
the lives of communities and families in Syria and 
we want immediate de-escalation.”

The developments are “unacceptably 
dangerous and we are deeply concerned,” said 
Granger, who is currently in Syria, and added 
that the strikes also endanger U.S. military 
personnel there.

Deutsche Bank 
warns of peril in 
borrowing from U.S. 
banks 
 Germany’s Deutsche Bank has a stark warning 

to European companies borrowing from U.S. 
lenders: They will drop you when times get tough.

The caution, spelled out in an interview 
with Deutsche Bank board member Fabrizio 
Campelli, is the latest escalation in a battle 
with U.S. banks for the business of European 
firms on its home turf.

It comes at a time that the corporate banking 
unit of Germany’s largest lender is seeing a 
resurgence in the home stretch of extensive 
restructuring.

“A number of European corporates are 
already realizing the risks of not operating with 
companies that are long-term committed to the 
geographies ... in which they operate,” he said, 
without citing any examples.

Campelli, who oversees Deutsche’s corporate 
division as well as the investment bank that 
powered Deutsche through the overhaul, said 
U.S. banks “tend to flex lending up and down 
depending on circumstances.”

“There was evidence of non-German banks 
in this country taking lending off the table while 
German banks were going longer-credit during 
the pandemic, in 2020,” he added, again without 
citing examples.

Last year, five of the largest U.S. banks - 
JPMorgan, Bank of America, Morgan Stanley, 
Goldman Sachs, and Citigroup - captured a 
combined 35% share of the revenue for loans by 
German companies, up from 18% a decade earlier, 
data from Dealogic compiled for Reuters show.

Deutsche Bank Chief Executive Christian Sewing 
recently warned of the “danger” of European 
reliance on foreign banks, equating the threat to 
the region’s dependence on outsiders for energy.

Deutsche Bank has long highlighted a need 
for Europe to have strong banks to vie with U.S. 
and Chinese competitors, but the latest rhetoric 
signals a more aggressive tone.

Campelli called for a “concerted approach” by 
politicians and regulators to support European 
banks.

WORLD HEADLINES

from page 1   answers on how to prevent 
the outbreak of war. Unfortunately, research that 
reveals the causes of war is easily dismissed by 
skeptics because the reality of the war process is 
always full of variables and uncertainties. Without 
sifting through time, it is difficult for researchers 
to collect comprehensive documentation of the 
war, and to derive truly objective conclusions 
about the nature of war. Therefore, it is more 
meaningful and operational to focus on research 
to prevent wars from happening.

    Disarmament, pacifism and the international 
institutions’ negotiation are more popular directions 
of war study due to the general desire to live in peace 
and the universal critique of unjust war.

War combines typical elements of times     

Whether examining war itself or exploring the 
path to peace, the objects of both war and peace 
has the clear topicality. Warfare analysis emphasis 
weaponry, geography, and military organization, all 
of which must include the environmental variable of 
development level.    

As for the state’ perspective of waging war or not, 
its view of war is directly related to the state power 
and to the global distribution of that power. It means 
that the power factor, including the perception of 
power, is directly concerned with the outbreak of war 
and with the intensity of war.    

While ambition for more power is central 
to the occurrence of war, the real-time cause 
of the outbreak of war is state’s optimistic 
attitude. The judgment that waging war is 
profitable leads the state to be unafraid of 
the risks of war. Optimism implies a series of 
predictions: a prediction of the superiority of the 
state’s power; a prediction that the government 
can mobilize domestic forces; a prediction of 
the government’s ability to control domestic 
resources; a prediction that the war can be 
ended in a short time; and a prediction that the 
opponent will be conquered easily.    

In retrospect, failed war waging is basically the 
result of overconfidence and misplaced optimism of 
the country’s leaders.

What dramatic external conflict changes the view 
of war in the Middle Eastern

First, external conflict shocks the state’s trade-off 
attitude toward waging war.

On one hand, Middle Eastern countries are 
trying to avoid “misplaced optimism” in large-
scale wars; on the other hand, they do not reject 
confidence in power politics in small-scale 
conflicts. For example, Israel’s military strikes 
against Syria are routinized, and Turkey’s cross-
border strikes against Kurdish forces have not 
been suspended due to the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict. The logic behind not abandoning 
small-scale military confrontation is that large-
scale external military wars can overshadow 
international attention to low-intensity violent 
conflicts within the Middle East area.    

Second, external conflicts have pushed 
Middle Eastern states to be clearer about what 
to stockpile and what to avoid in terms of war 
prevention preparations.

There are no other big powers joined the 
war. Middle Eastern countries have recognized 
the need to abandon expectations that the 
“liberal” world will intervene war effectively 
and directly in this era. It is more crucial that 
states should strengthen the leadership of 
their own governments. What’s more, every 
government takes their responsibility in 
transnational coordination, emphasizing deeper 
cooperation between neighbor governments in 
the political, economic, and security spheres, 
thus strengthening country’s comprehensive 
strength. After all, strengthening the 
government’s power is also a way for the country 
to mobilize and accumulate superior strength in 
time when a conflict crisis comes really.

The food security crisis and energy crisis triggered 
by the Russia-Ukraine conflict have also made 
Middle Eastern countries aware of the importance of 
strategic energy supplies reserves and continuous 
enrichment of resource.

Finally, given the protract of external conflicts, 
Middle Eastern countries are likely to be more cautious 

about preempting wars, i.e., “jumping the gun” to 
achieve the strategic aims of war. Because almost 
all modern wars are moving toward a prolonged 
quagmire, the Russia-Ukraine conflict is no exception. 
In addition, Middle Eastern countries will probably be 
more aggressive in signaling their national strength, 
such as exaggerating their development achievements, 
in order to confuse potential enemies about the power 
gap between countries and thus avoid war.

Diplomacy helps resolve security dilemmas

    Modern states have always considered 
the mere emphasis on power structures to be 
dangerous and harmful. Increased communication 
and consultation through diplomacy seems to be a 
better option to deter war. Emphasis on diplomacy 
means increased transparency, not a requirement 
that all states follow the cosmopolitan or 
moralistic foreign policy advocated by the U.S. and 
the West without close scrutiny.

    Wars are costly and no war is profitable 
for both sides. Successful diplomacy reduces 
misperceptions and miscalculations, so that 
preventing countries in the midst of national 
power shifts from launching preventive attacks 
for fear of being perceived as a threat by outsiders.

    Through quality communication, diplomacy 
can help boost the confidence of regional states 
that security agreements or peace deals will be 
adhered to. Effective diplomacy also contributes 
to the value of compliance with security 
agreements or peace deals.

    The greater importance of diplomacy for the 
Middle Eastern is to maintain a level of regional 
order that allows for autonomy and balance, and 
to avoid inviting external interfere that might 
lead to regional instability.

External conflict opens a window of opportunity. 
There is strategic value in both a view of war that 
respects realist power theories and a belief that 
peace diplomacy can discourage large-scale military 
escalation. Making every effort to avoid the outbreak 
of war, but having the strength to win it whenever 
it comes, is the lesson that this external conflict 
reinforces for all countries.



from page 1    In addition, visitors 
are offered remarkable works of 
art from European countries, such 
as bronzes and ivory and bone 
handcrafted pieces, as well as oil 
paintings.

It is no surprise that the Azarbaijan 
Museum is sometimes referred to as 
the second major museum of cultural 
heritage after the National Museum.

Designed by French architect Andre 
Godard and built by Iranian experts, 
the Azerbaijan Museum is located next 
to the majestic Masjed-e Kabud (“Blue 
Mosque”). 

The capital city of Tabriz, which 
is soaked in history and culture for 
millennia, embraces several historical 
and religious sites, including Jameh 
Mosque of Tabriz and Arg of Tabriz, and 
UNESCO-registered Tabriz Historic 
Bazaar Complex to name a few.

It became the capital of the Mongol 
Il-Khan Mahmud Gazan (1295–1304) 
and his successor. Timur (Tamerlane), 
a Turkic conqueror, took it in 1392. 
Some decades later, the Kara Koyunlu 
Turkmen made it their capital. 

Tabriz retained its administrative 
status under the Safavid dynasty until 
1548 when Shah Tahmasp I relocated 
his capital westward to Qazvin. During 
the next two centuries, Tabriz changed 
hands several times between Persia 
and the Ottoman Empire. During 
World War I, the city was temporarily 
occupied by Turkish and then Soviet 
troops.

Tabriz was declared a world craft 
city of carpet weaving by the World 
Craft in 2016. It also bore the title of 
the Islamic Tourism Capital in 2018.

Here is a selection of comments 
that visitors to the museum have 
posted to TripAdvisor, one of the most 
popular travel websites in the world:

“Interesting”
It mostly contains objects 

discovered from excavations in Iranian 
Azarbaijan, also some artworks and 

sculptures of artists. Apart from the 
National Museum of Iran in Tehran, the 
Azarbaijan Museum has the largest 
collection belonging to different 
periods of Iran’s history. You will 
have lots of useful information about 
Iran’s history. (Banafshe Tehrani from 
Tehran, Iran)

“Small but very well done”

Good exhibits from the Urartic period, 
some Luristan bronzes, and a number 
of others. Good signage. Excellent 
bookshop especially for books in Farsi, 
but I also found books in English that 
were nice to have. (KrisfromSF form San 
Francisco, the U.S.)

“A must for Tabriz”

Went there as a family with kids 
ranging from ages 8-17. It was really 
spectacular, and a lot of artifacts are 
well over 2000 years old! Kids of all 
ages will find it fascinating, and the 
guide said it was the most important 
museum in Tabriz. A must for anyone 
who loves history and would like to 

learn more about Iran. Overall great 
experience. The staff is very friendly 
and helpful, too. (Mohadeseh from 
Kuwait City, Kuwait)

“Very good place to visit”

Interesting artifacts from 
everywhere in Iran… also very 
interesting coins from early Iranian 
kingdom(s) till now. (Faridfa from 
Elounda, Greece)

“Amazing”

I was too excited during my visit to 
the Museum. It was not only about 
Iran. Don’t lose it if you were in Tabriz. 
(Fredy_Amst from Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands)

“Azarbaijan Museum is 
Awesome!!!”

The Azarbaijan Museum in Tabriz, 
situated next to the famous Blue 
Mosque, maybe the nicest museum 
in Tabriz. It consists of three parts. 
When you enter, you will find the 
archaeological department, which 

tells the story of Azarbaijan from the 
fifth century until the Sassanian Age. 
On the first floor are displays of coins, 
from the Achaemenid period to the 
nineteenth century and seals (from 
prehistory to the Sassanian age). In 
the basement is a small restaurant, 
but here you will also find several tall 
bronze statues by Ahad Hosseini, an 
artist born in Tabriz. (Tarana B from 
Baku, Azerbaijan)

“Nice small museum and they 
offered us the most amazing figs”

The Azarbaijan Museum, close to 
the blue mosque, is relatively small 
but has a nice instructive collection 
of artifacts from prehistoric times 
to nearly the present. These include 
arrowheads, swords, pottery, as 
well as a coin collection. We spent 
perhaps an hour here. Notably, while 
wandering around, the staff came up 
to us and offered us the most amazing 
figs, for those alone, it would be 
worth returning. (Astrito; from Ulm, 
Germany)

TEHRAN - Now a tourist destination for modern 
trippers, the Moayedi ice house was once an adobe 
pit surmounted by an adobe dome to store ice for the 
summertime in Kerman.

The ice house is named after a neighborhood of 
the same name located in a southern Iranian city.

There were several ice houses in Kerman, among 
which Moayedi ice-house was the most famous one. 
Other ice houses are destroyed through time.

The water to these ice houses used to be provided 
by aqueducts located nearby. With the invention of 
electricity and the construction of big ice-making 
factories, the life of ice houses reached its end.

Narratives say there used to be a famous 
aqueduct in the region called Ab-Anbar-e Moayedi 
that provided water for the Moayedi ice-house and 

this is where the name is derived from.

Moayedi ice house is about 20 meters tall and used 
to be a considerably significant urban structure in 
Kerman, as life was dependent on it to a large extent.

In fact, ice was used in a dish for decorating 

wealthy people’s food in summer, and some 
others used it with the beautifully colored seeds of 
pomegranates.

A typical Yakhchal would rise some 15 meters or 
so, and on the inside, it would contain vast spaces for 
storage. The walls are constructed intelligently using 
special mortar with components such as egg whites 
and goat hair that provide marvelous insulation and 
protection from the hot desert sun.

Water was brought to the Yakhchal either by 
transporting ice directly from nearby mountains 
or by diverting water from an aqueduct into the 
Yakhchal via underground water channels called 
qanats.

Over the past couple of years, tens of abandoned 
Yakhchals have been restored this time as bizarre 
destinations for modern trippers.

TEHRAN – Karaj, the capital of the north-central 
Iranian province of Alborz, is getting prepared to 
host the ninth edition of a tulip festival, which will 
be held in spring, an official with Karaj Municipality 
has said.

As a part of the project, over 200,000 tulip 
bulbs in 3,820 different colors are being planted 
in the flower garden of Karaj’s Chamran Park, 
Ramezan-Ali Pur-Rostami explained on Saturday.

By creating a special working group, detailed 
planning has been done in order to make the tulip 
festival as successful as possible, the official 
added.

A wide variety of floral species such as tulips 
grow or are being bred across the Iranian plateau, 
particularly on the central slopes of the Alborz 

mountain range.

Inverted tulips are among the unique and 
indigenous flora of Iran’s mountainous areas.

Tulip or “Laleh” in Farsi, is known for its 
therapeutic abilities. It is also deeply rooted in 
the history and culture of the nation. The Tulip is a 
national symbol of martyrdom as well.

Flowers have also thrived in the Persian language. 
Many girls are named after flowers: Ra’na (Blanket 
Flowers), Shaghayegh (Anemone), Banafsheh 
(Violet), Yaasaman (Jasmine), Niloofar (Lotus 
flower), Nastaran (Eglantine), Laleh (Tulip), etc.

Some say that European tourists took the unique 
tulip species for the first time from Iran’s Zagros 
region to Austria and other European areas in 1576.

Natural and Cultural Heritage of the 
Ohrid region

The Lake Ohrid region, a mixed World 
Heritage property covering c. 94,729 ha, was 
first inscribed for its nature conservation 
values in 1979, and a year later for its cultural 
heritage values. 

These inscriptions are related to the part 
of the lake located in North Macedonia. The 
property was extended to include the rest of 
Lake Ohrid, located in Albania, in 2019. 

Lake Ohrid is a superlative natural 

phenomenon, providing refuge for numerous 
endemic and relict freshwater species of 
flora and fauna dating from the tertiary 
period. As a deep and ancient lake of tectonic 
origin, Lake Ohrid has existed continuously 
for approximately two to three million years. 
Its oligotrophic waters conserve over 200 
species of plants and animals unique to the 
lake, including algae, turbellarian flatworms, 
snails, crustaceans, and 17 endemic species of 
fish including two species of trout, as well as 
a rich birdlife.

Situated on the shores of Lake Ohrid, the 
town of Ohrid is one of the oldest human 
settlements in Europe. Built mostly between 
the 7th and 19th centuries, Ohrid is home to 
the oldest Slav monastery (dedicated to St. 
Pantelejmon) and more than 800 Byzantine-
style icons of worldwide fame dating from 
the 11th century to the end of the 14th 
century. Ohrid’s architecture represents the 
best preserved and most complete ensemble 
of ancient urban architecture in this part of 
Europe. 

TEHRAN – A festival dedicated to the local food 
of eastern Iran was held in the historical core of 
Birjand, South Khorasan province on Thursday, a 
local tourism official has said.

The one-day event aimed at supporting female 
breadwinners by providing them a market for their 
home-based products, Mohammad-Ali Jannatifar 
explained on Saturday.

The festival also aimed at introducing and 
promoting the city’s historical core as a tourist 
destination, he noted.

Iran is the paradise of foodies. Every province and 
even every city of Iran has its specific delectable 
dishes. So, one can enjoy a wide range of foods here 
in Iran and Kermanshah is one of the most popular 
places among foodies.

The cornerstone of every Persian meal is rice or 
Polo. Persian cuisine is, above all, about balance — 
of tastes and flavors, textures and temperatures. 
In every meal, even on every plate, you’ll find both 
sweet and sour, soft and crunchy, cooked and raw, 
hot and cold.

No Persian meal is complete without an 
abundance of herbs. Every table is set with sabzi-
khordan, a basket of fresh herbs, radishes, and 
scallions, which are eaten raw and by the handful, 
often tucked into a piece of fresh flatbread with a 
bite of feta, cucumber or walnuts.

Experts believe that food tourism has become 
one of the most dynamic and creative segments 

of tourism and, at the same time, has naturally 
positioned itself as an element of diversification 
of tourism with a high impact on the promotion of 
sustainable development at the regional and local 
levels.

In 2020, Iran joined an online campaign launched 
by the UNWTO to promote gastronomy as an 
essential part of tourism. Iranian cuisine, usually 
dominated by fragrant herbs, varies from region 
to region. It principally accentuates freshness, 
deliciousness, and colorfulness.

South Khorasan is home to many historical and 
natural attractions, such as Birjand Castle, Dragon 
Cave, Furg Citadel, and Polond Desert. It is also 
known for its famous rugs as well as its saffron and 
barberry, which are produced in almost all parts of 
the province.

TEHRAN –A pomegranate festival 
was held in Kuhdasht, western 
Lorestan province on Thursday in 
a bid to develop agritourism, the 
provincial tourism chief has said.

The first pomegranate festival 
was held in Kuhdasht to develop and 
promote agritourism in the region, 
Ata Hassanpur explained on Saturday.

Local farmers and gardeners 
participated in the festival, setting up 
Siah-Chador (giant “black tents”) and 
selling pomegranates and products of 
this fruit, the official added.

Moreover, the festival aimed 

to introduce the high-quality 
pomegranates of the region, he noted.

The pomegranate enjoys great 
reverence and importance in Iranian 
culture, religion, art, and tradition. 
It often symbolizes abundance, 
blessings, and fertility.

Every autumn, many pomegranate 
growers in Iran hold festivals to 
thank God and celebrate the harvest 
season. Alongside the grape and the 
fig, the pomegranate has played an 
important role throughout the Orient 
since the earliest times.

Pomegranate is native to Iran and 

eastward up to north India. It is widely 
cultivated in most provinces of Iran, 
with different colors, sizes, and flavors. 
It is impressive to see the variety of 
pomegranates in the country. The 
ancient land is well-known for the quality 
of pomegranates and is the largest 
exporter of pomegranates in the world.

Agritourism is a relatively new 
branch of the travel industry, where 
tourists stay with local people in 
rural areas. Recreational activities on 
the farm or ranch refer to activities 
conducted on private farmland, 
which may include paid hunting and 

fishing, overnight stays, educational 
activities, etc.

Experts believe that agritourism 
is a subset of a larger sector called 
rural tourism, which includes resorts, 
off-site farmers’ markets, non-profit 
farm tours, and other recreational 
and hospitality activities that attract 
visitors to the countryside. Rural 
tourism is said to be somewhat 
different from agritourism. For 
example, rural tourism activities do 
not necessarily take place on a farm 
or ranch or farm. They do not generate 
additional income for the farm.

TEHRAN – The southwestern Kohgiluyeh and 
Boyer-Ahmad province has great potential to 
become a tribal tourism hub, the deputy provincial 
tourism chief has said.

The province has 70,000 nomadic people, so it 
has enormous potential to generate income in this 
area through tribal tourism, IRNA quoted Farshid 
Karami as saying on Saturday.

However, no investment has been made so far in 
this area, which is why this branch of tourism in this 
region needs to attract private investors to thrive 
and flourish, the official added.

In the nomadic areas of the province, ancient 
Iranian traditions, local clothing, traditional music, 
and local food could attract travelers, he noted.

Through tribal tourism, nomads’ handicrafts and 
livestock products are sold, and travelers get to 
know their customs, so subcultures are less likely 
to be forgotten, he mentioned.

This branch of tourism also offers the 
opportunity for tourists to purchase the products 
of nomads directly, since they are produced right in 
front of their eyes, he stated.

As a result, travelers can purchase cheaper 
goods from the market, while nomads don’t have to 
bear transportation costs for selling their goods, he 
explained.

The southwestern province is known for its 
nomads and nomadic life. Sightseers may live with 
a nomadic or rural family for a while or enjoy an 
independent stay and assist them with day-to-day 
life. It also opens up an opportunity to feel rustic 
routines, their agriculture, traditions, arts, and 
culture.

Nomads and tribal tourism

Tribe tourism, also known as ethno-tourism or 
ethnic tourism, provides the grounds for potential 
sightseers to feel like indigenous people by 
living with a nomad or rural family or enjoying an 
independent stay. However, as the name implies, 
it’s a trip for recreational purposes rather than an 
expedition for anthropological research.

Experts say this branch of tourism has gained a 
lot of support and attention in the country over the 
past couple of years. Many tour operators believe 
that tribal regions could be deemed as the legacy 

of human authenticity in their novel cultural and 
human aspects.

Iran has a culturally diverse society dominated 
by a wide range of interethnic relations. Native 
speakers of Persian (Farsi language) are considered 
as the predominant ethnic generally of mixed 
ancestry, and the country has important Turkic, 
Kurd, and Arab elements in addition to the Lurs, 
Baloch, Bakhtiari, and other smaller minorities such 
as Armenians, Assyrians, and Jews. Persians, Kurds, 
and speakers of other Indo-European languages in 
Iran are descendants of the Aryan tribes who began 
migrating from Central Asia into what is now Iran in 
the second millennium BC.

Accompanying nomads during their migration, 
even for a day or two, maybe a lifetime experience. 
As a traveler, one has the chance to visit, live, eat, 
and sleep in a nomadic camp with a real nomadic 
family. Colorful dresses, vast black tents, colored-
eyed children with rosy cheeks, a modest lifestyle, 
scenic landscape, and local dishes are probably 
among the delights of such visits.

TEHRAN – A group of Iranian travel agents and 
tour operators has recently visited attractions in 
Malaysia on a familiarization tour organized by the 
Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board.

Eight travel agents and representatives toured 
the country for an eight-day, seven-night (8D7N) 
stay in Penang, Genting Highlands, Sunway, and 
Kuala Lumpur from November 16 to 23, Travel Daily 
News reported on Friday.

Participants had the full-fledged experience of 
immersing themselves in heritage, city life, and 
eco-adventure activities throughout their stay 
in Malaysia. This fam trip is also co-hosted by 
Emirates, Park Royal Penang Resort, Penang Global 

Tourism, Sunway Lagoon Hotels, and Toranj Tours & 
Travel, the report said.

Participants also had the opportunity to visit 
Resorts World Genting, a premier leisure and 
entertainment resort in Malaysia, and Sunway 
Resort in Kuala Lumpur, which has just reopened 
after a once-in-a-generation transformation.

Dato’ Haji Zainuddin Abdul Wahab, Director-
General of Tourism Malaysia, expressed his hope 
that the experiences under this fam trip would 
encourage Iranian travel agents to experience 
tourism products firsthand and actively sell tour 
packages to Malaysia.

 Azarbaijan Museum: intimate but 
intricate slices of Iranian history
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Karaj gets ready to host tulip festival

 UNESCO sites at a glance

Female breadwinners show off 
know-how at cooking festival

Pomegranate festival held in Lorestan to encourage tourism

Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad has untapped potential for tribal tourism, official says

Iranian travel agents visit Malaysia on fam tour

Moayedi ice house: a reminiscent of ancient expertise



TEHRAN - The first phase of a na-
tional project aiming to take advan-
tage of gene therapy for the treatment 
of children with cancer, known as “CAR 
T-cell therapy”, came on stream on 
Saturday.

The project was inaugurated in the 
presence of Ruhollah Dehghani Firooz-
abadi, the vice president for science 
and technology, IRNA reported.

Chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) 
T-cell therapy is a way to get immune 
cells called T cells (a type of white 
blood cell) to fight cancer by changing 
them in the lab so they can find and 
destroy cancer cells.

CAR T-cell therapy has been suc-
cessful on a five-year-old boy suf-
fering from chemotherapy-resistant 
leukemia.

The project took nearly seven years 
to be implemented, Amir Ali Hamidi-
yeh, head of the gene, cell, and tissue 
research institute of Tehran University 
of Medical Sciences said.

After passing cell studies and pre-
clinical studies on animals and obtain-
ing a license and code of ethics from 
Tehran University of Medical Sciences, 
a gene therapy product was used for a 
patient for the first time in the coun-

try, he added.

The method is currently in the clini-
cal trial stage and was used on a child 
with leukemia who was resistant to all 
treatment methods, he highlighted.

National cancer control program

With the support of the World 
Health Organization, the nation-
al cancer control program has been 
developed, which sets out the Min-
istry of Health’s roadmap up to the 
Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 
2025-March 2026).

The purpose of the program is to 
reduce cancer prevalence and mor-

tality while improving the quality of 
patients’ lives, which can serve as a 
model for other countries, especially in 
the Eastern Mediterranean region.

The program includes two import-
ant documents, namely, “development 
of national cancer care network” and 
“development of cancer human re-
sources”, which resulted in the es-
tablishment of the early diagnostic 
centers.

First ion therapy center in West 
Asia

In July 2021, Iran inaugurated an 
advanced ion therapy center for the 

first time in West Asia, with the aim of 
providing definitive treatment for all 
types of cancer.

Ion therapy is a unique and innova-
tive form of radiation therapy in the 
world for the treatment of cancer, as 
the radiation can be focused exactly 
on the area of the tumor, ensuring that 
radiation-sensitive organs are best 
protected.

Ali Akbar Salehi, head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization, said some 200 
million Euros have been allocated to 
equip the center.

The center is unique in West Asia 
and is the seventh hospital in the 
world to be built with advanced equip-
ment, he added.
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Team Melli! fight for people’s joy

From page 1    The sound of 
shouting along with the enthusiasm 
of the children rose into the air while 
asking if their messages reach the 
national team players!

“Hello and greetings to the na-
tional team. I wish you win the 
championship. You can! Although 

you lost the first match, I promise 
that we will be the first or the sec-
ond. We will win. Our hearts are with 
you,” wrote Arad, who was wearing 
a wide smile, drawing a heart at the 
bottom of the sheet.

Mohammad Mehdi also wrote, 
“Hello. I wish you success. Fight for 

people’s joy. You will win. To the end 
of our lives for Iran.”

“National team (called Team Melli 
in Persian), you are very strong and 
I will always love you,” Reza wrote 
with his signature “My Dear Iran”.

Amir Ali’s message was “The 
American national team is 11 people, 

while you are 80 million.”

The happy children of Shahid Ali 
Qaneh Primary School in District 
9 of Tehran then gathered in the 
schoolyard, with their manuscripts 
and the tricolor flag of the country. 
They showed the victory sign to the 
camera and recorded a picture.

Part 4

Yadegarlu is also a eutrophic lake. The marsh-
lands around it support a vegetation of grasses and 
sedges (Cyperaceae), and abundant underwater 
growth although it almost dries out in late summer. 

During migration various waders (Limicolae) vis-
it the area, and in winter several kinds of ducks are 
present.

Dorgeh Sangi is eutrophic like the other lakes, but 
there is surprisingly little vegetation, mainly grass-
es and sedges. There is some underwater vegeta-
tion and also bare mud when the water level is low. 

In spring and autumn conditions are excellent 
for waterfowl. The lake is visited by several kinds 
of waterfowl, both for nesting and for migration. 
When not frozen over winter it supports large num-
bers of Anatidae and sometimes Bewick swans.

Noteworthy flora

There is no information available except the 
abundancy of Carex spp., Cyperaceae and some un-
defined underwater vegetation.

Noteworthy fauna

In Shur Gol ruddy shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
and marbled teal Anas angustirostris nest, and also 
various waders Limicolae and Sterninae. 

Anas and Aythya spp. among the ducks and 
coot Fulica atra are the most numerous of the 
waterfowl visiting the area on migration. Small 
numbers of Anatidae, including smew Mergus 
albellus winter in Shur Gol.

Yadegarlu supports some breeding waterfowl, 
including great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus, 
white stork Ciconia ciconia, some ducks and coot 
Fulica atra, and Limicolae. On migration greylag 
goose Anser anser, Anas spp. Fulica atra and vari-
ous Limicolae visit the area. 

In winter small numbers of Anas and Aythya spp. 
Mergus albellus and, occasionally, Bewick swans 
Cygnus colombianus bewickii stay at the lake when 
it’s not frozen.

At Dorgeh Sangi nesting species include black-
necked grebe Podiceps nigricollis, and Fulica atra. 
The lake and marsh are also of great value to a 
good variety of migrating waterfowl, notably Anas 

spp. and Limicolae. 

In winter sometimes Bewick swans are present. 
A list with more detailed information of bird counts 
is attached.

Deltas of Rud-e-Gaz and Rud-e-Hara

Overview

A large area of intertidal mudflats, mangrove 
swamps and sandy beaches at the mouths of two 
rivers on the eastern shore of the Straits of Hor-
moz, at the entrance to the Persian Gulf. The site 
is important for wintering waterfowl, especially 
shorebirds and Pelecanus crispus. The entire wet-
land has been designated a Ramsar site, but is oth-
erwise unprotected.

Physical features

The deltas of Rud-e-Gaz and Rud-e-Hara form a 
continuous strip of coastal wetlands extending for 
about 40 km from north to south along the eastern 
shore of the Straits of Hormoz. 

The wetlands comprise a complex of tidal creeks 
and mudflats, an estimated 900 ha of mangrove 
swamps, numerous sandbanks and sand bars, and 
several low-lying muddy islands. 

The rivers are dry for much of the year, 
flowing only after erratic rainfall in the interi-
or (usually in winter). Arid, sandy plains with 
open thorn woodland stretch inland from the 
coast. The area is remote and very sparsely 
populated with only a few tiny fishing villages 
nearby.

Hydrological values

The mangroves and shallow inshore waters 
are an important breeding and nursery ground 
for many species of crustaceans and fishes im-
portant in the local fishery.

Ecological features

Extensive stands of mangrove Avicennia ma-
rina occur at the mouths of the rivers, along the 
tidal creeks and as a broad fringe along the land-
ward side of coastal sand bars. The mudflats are 
barren of vegetation.

Source: Ramsar.org

To be continued

TEHRAN – The respiratory diseases are in-
creasing due to climate change, which will turn 
into the second-leading cause of death in the 
world, Jafar Jandaghi, head of the labor health 
center of the Ministry of Health, has said.

Climate change has caused global warming, 
carbon dioxide emissions, sea level rise, floods, 
sand and dust storms, water scarcity, torrential 
rains, and rapid seasonal changes.

The amount of energy will reach 2.6 watts per 
square meter by 2030 and 8.5 watts per square 
meter in 2090. When the global temperature rises 
more than three degrees, the planet will no longer 
be habitable.

Considering the increase of diseases such as 
cholera to be caused by this situation, he noted 
that policies must move towards change, IRNA 
reported on Saturday.

Improving the level of people’s knowledge 
about diseases, water, and food safety, using 
the power of non-governmental organizations, 
updating clinical guidelines, increasing aware-
ness at the level of universities and society, and 
increasing the awareness of health workers will 
help curb the consequences of climate change, he 
also highlighted.

Jandaghi went on to say that a national com-
mittee on climate change has been formed and 
two national programs are being implemented to 
curb the impacts of climate change in cooperation 
with the World Health Organization and the Unit-
ed Nations Industrial Development Organization.

“We must move towards reducing fossil energy 
consumption, producing clean energy, and devel-
oping technological agriculture to reduce water 
consumption,” he suggested.

Earlier this week, the World Health Organiza-
tion representative to Iran, Jaffar Hussain, said 
that Iran’s studies on climate change are among 
the most reliable in the world.

The government of Iran, in cooperation with us 
and UNIDO, is carrying out a joint project about 
the results of weather and climate change in the 
field of health, which fortunately has made good 
progress so far, Hussain further stated.

Iran has conducted quality studies in the field 

of environmental health and work based on the 
effects of the environment on health, which is 
considered one of the most reliable studies in the 
world in this field, he also highlighted, referring to 
the lack of such projects in other countries.

 Climate change and health hazards

According to a report by WHO, Iran is amongst 
the most vulnerable countries to climate change 
due to its geographic, economic, and climatic 
characteristics. For instance, a large area of the 
country is susceptible to floods, while changing 
trends in precipitation have also led to droughts 
and forest fires.

Ambient air pollution can have direct and 
sometimes severe consequences for health. Fine 
particles, which penetrate deep into the respira-
tory tract, subsequently increase mortality from 
respiratory infections, lung cancer, and cardiovas-
cular disease. 

Sand and dust storms have severe impacts on 
human health, by increasing particulate matter 
and carrying harmful substances and pathogens, 
all of which contribute to air pollution and associ-
ated respiratory problems.

Furthermore, sand and dust storms increase 
desertification, drought, and soil salinity, as well 
as decrease water resources. This has severe im-
plications for people’s livelihoods as well as their 
health, with agricultural land being particularly 
badly affected. There has been an observed in-
crease in the frequency and severity of sand and 
dust storms globally. This is expected to worsen 
with climate change and be further exacerbated 
by drought, land degradation, and unsustainable 
land and water management.

RAMSAR SITES IN IRAN

Climate change responsible for 
respiratory diseases growth

First phase of “CAR T-cell 
therapy” project inaugurated

CAR T-cell therapy 
has been successful 

on a five-year-old 
boy suffering from 

chemotherapy-
resistant leukemia.

ENGLISH IN USE

56 % of motorcycles running in 
only 5 provinces

Some 56 percent of the total motorcycles in the country are running in 
only five provinces, Ali Mohammadi, a senior traffic police official has said.

Of all 32.9 million vehicles in the country, motorcycles amount to 11.6 
million, accounting for 35 percent of the total vehicles moving in the 
country, he stated.

According to the statistics, 56 percent of motorcycles are plying 
the roads in 5 provinces of Tehran, Khorasan Razavi, Isfahan, Fars and 
Khuzestan, he added.

There are 2 million motorcycles in Tehran, 1.3 million in Khorasan 
Razavi, 1.2 million in Isfahan, 916,000 in Fars, and 564,000 in Khuzestan, 
he also said.

The capital city of Tehran alone has the biggest share of motorcyclists 
constituting 21 percent of the estimated 56 percent, he noted, IRNA 
reported on Sunday.

۵۶ درصد موتورسیکلت ها در ۵ استان 
تردد دارند

رییس مرکز شماره گذاری و تعویض پلاک پلیس راهور ناجا گفت: بنابر آمارها، 
۵۶ درصد موتورسیکلت ها تنها در ۵ استان تردد می کنند.

سرهنگ علی محمدی روز یکشنبه افزود: از ۳۲ میلیون و ۹۰۰ هزار دستگاه 
انواع وسایل نقلیه در کشور، ۱۱ میلیون و ۶۵۰ هزار دستگاه یعنی معادل ٣۵ 

درصد را موتورسیکلت ها شامل می شوند.
وی اظهار داشت: برابر آمارها تهران بزرگ، خراسان رضوی، اصفهان، فارس و 

خوزستان ۵۶ درصد موتورسیکلت های کشور را در خود جای داده اند.
رییس مرکز شماره گذاری و تعویض پلاک پلیس راهور ناجا گفت: تهران بزرگ با 
حدود ۲ میلیون دستگاه موتورسیکلت، خراسان رضوی ۱.۳ میلیون دستگاه، اصفهان 
۱.۲ میلیون دستگاه، فارس ۹۱۶ هزار دستگاه و خوزستان با ۵۶۴ هزار دستگاه 

موتورسیکلت بیشترین موتورسیکلت های کشور را به خود اختصاص دادند.
محمدی با بیان اینکه بیش از ۲۱ درصد موتورسیکلت‌های کشور در تهران 
بزرگ تردد می کنند، اظهار داشت: تهران بیشترین سهم موتورسیکلت را در 

سطح کشور داراست.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Plans launched to boost manufacturing of medical equipment 
TEHRAN – The Vice Presidency for Science and 

Technology has launched 25 plans to boost the 
production of medical equipment and supplies 
using capacities of the domestic technological 
ecosystem.

A high amount of foreign currency is spent on 
the import of medical equipment and supplies an-
nually, IRNA reported on Saturday.

Despite the fact that in the last few years, Irani-
an specialists have proven their significant ability 
and knowledge in producing high-quality prod-
ucts, medical equipment is imported on a large 
scale.

Therefore, 25 plans have been started using 
the capacity of the technological ecosystem and 
innovation for boosting the production of medical 
equipment and necessities.

“Six plans for the production of medical imag-

ing devices”, “a plan for the production of cardio-
vascular stents”, “ten plans for raw materials for 
the production line of medical equipment”, “four 
plans for the production of blood glucose meters 
and test strips” and “four plans for the production 
of biomaterials” are some of the projects that are 
supposed to be implemented.

Global market share
Iran holds a share of one percent (about $5 bil-

lion) in the global market for medical equipment 
of approximately $500 billion, but the country has 
the potential to increase the share, according to 
the statistics of the Ministry of Health.

In 2018, the National Medical Device Director-
ate reported that the Iranian medical equipment 
market was worth $2.5 billion, 30 percent of 
which belonged to over 1,000 domestic firms.

On a global scale, 56 percent of 500,000 medi-

cal equipment items available in the world market 
have Iranian versions. In pharmaceuticals, around 
70 percent of Iran’s $4.5 billion markets are do-
mestic products and, in 2018, 97 percent of phar-
maceuticals consumed in the country were man-
ufactured locally.

In 2018, 67 percent of the active pharmaceu-
tical ingredients (APIs) used to produce drugs in 
Iran were made locally.

A total of 227 knowledge-based firms are 
supplying medical equipment for health centers 
across the country, according to the Vice Presi-
dency for Science and Technology.

Iranian companies producing medical equip-
ment export their products to 54 countries across 
the world..



Frome Page 1   on the 1980-
1988 Iran-Iraq war, which is called 
Sacred Defense in Iran, told the 
Persian service of MNA.

 “Due to this choice, we can 
hope to see an acceptable work on 
screen,” he added.

“The Stranger” is scheduled to 
premiere at the Fajr Film Festival, 
which will take place in Tehran in 
February 2023.

“In my personal research on 
Martyr Borujerdi, I have learned 
that with his skills he trained the 
warriors who then were assigned 
as senior commanders during the 
war as a result of his mentoring 
programs,” Babai said.

“Ahmad Motevasselian, Ebrahim 
Hemmat, Nasser Kazemi, Mohsen 
Vezvai, Gholam-Hossein Pichak, 
Alireza Movahed-Danesh, Ali-
Asghar Ranjbaran and several 
others were among his disciples 
and this topic should not be treated 
as unimportant,” he added.

According to the writer, Borujerdi 
was one of the forerunners of the 
IRGC, who was nominated to take 
the helm at the army, however, 
he preferred to continue his 
assignment on the western front.

In his comment about the 
project, Morteza Shabani, who 
worked as a cameraman in 

director Morteza Avini’s popular 
documentary series “The 
Narration of Triumph” (“Revayate 
Fat’h”), asked Latifi and producer 
Hamed Anqa, not to exaggerate 
about the war heroes.

“In my opinion, what undermines 
the war martyrs’ position is to 
regard them as sacred… we do 
them a great service if we show 
their real personalities without 

any exaggeration,” said Shabani, 
the producer of the acclaimed 
documentary “Women with 
Gunpowder Earrings”.  

Born in 1954, Mohammad 
Borujerdi received military training 
in Syria and Lebanon in the 1970s.

He was a member of the guard 
escorting Imam Khomeini, the 
founder of the Islamic Republic, on 
his return to Iran on February 1, 1979, 

after living in exile abroad for years.

After the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution victory, he was 
commissioned to fight Kurdish 
separatists in western Iran in 
the early 1980s. He succeeded 
in maintaining the territorial 
integrity of the region. Ultimately, 
he was killed by a landmine on the 
road to Naqadeh from Mahabad 
on May 22, 1983. 

Ali Nasirian acts in a scene from “A Minor” by 
Dariush Mehrjui.

A poster for the Persian edition 
of Lydia L. Moland’s book “Hegel’s 

Aesthetics”.

A combination photo shows IRGC commander Mohammad Borujerdi (L) and actor Babak Hamidian,  
who portrays him in the Owj film “The Stranger”. 
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Whoever delights his/her parents, has delighted Allah and the 
one who displeases them has displeased Allah.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:11:52       Evening: 17:12        Dawn: 5:24  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:53  (tomorrow)

“Hegel’s Aesthetics” published in Persian 
TEHRAN – “Hegel’s Aesthetics: 

The Art of Idealism” by Lydia L. 
Moland has been published in 
Persian by Ney.

Originally published in 2019, 
the book has been translated by 
Mohammadreza Abolqasemi.

Hegel is known as “the father of 
art history,” yet recent scholarship 
has overlooked his contributions. 
This is the first comprehensive 
interpretation of Hegel’s 
philosophy of art in English in 
thirty years. 

In a new analysis of Hegel’s 
notorious “end of art” thesis, 
“Hegel’s Aesthetics” shows 
the indispensability of his 
aesthetics for understanding 

his philosophical idealism and 
introduces a new claim about his 
account of aesthetic experience.

In a departure from previous 
interpretations, Lydia Moland 
argues for considering Hegel’s 

discussion of individual arts – 
architecture, sculpture, painting, 
music and poetry – on their own 
terms, unlocking new insights 
about his theories of perception, 
feeling, selfhood and freedom. 

This new approach allows 
Hegel’s philosophy to engage 
with modern aesthetic theories 
and opens new possibilities for 
applying Hegel’s aesthetics to 
contemporary art. 

Moland further elucidates 
his controversial analysis of 
symbolic, classical and romantic 
art by clarifying Hegel’s examples 
of each. 

By incorporating newly available 
sources from Hegel’s lectures on 

art, this book widely expands our 
understanding of the particular 
artworks Hegel discusses as well 
as the theories he rejects. 

“Hegel’s Aesthetics” further 
situates his arguments in the 
intense philosophizing about 
art among his contemporaries, 
including Kant, Lessing, Herder, 
Schelling and the Schlegel 
brothers.

Ultimately, the book offers a 
rich vision of the foundation of 
his ideas about art and the range 
of their application, confirming 
Hegel as one of the most 
important theorists of art in the 
history of philosophy.

Movie portrays IRGC commander’s efforts 
to maintain integrity in western Iran 
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“K + L + 32 + H + 4,” by Charles Hossein 
Zenderudi, 1962.

“A Minor”, “World War III” competing in India film festival

A story of a 17-year-old worrier in “Mr. Sadeq”

TEHRAN – Iranian movies “A Minor” and 
“World War III” are competing in the 53rd 
edition of the International Film Festival of 
India underway in Goa.

“A Minor”, also known as “La Minor”, by 
Dariush Mehrjui is scheduled to be screened in 
the international competition today.

The film follows Nadi, who loves music but 
her traditional father wants no music in his 
house and forces her to abandon it. He is a 
carpet salesman and would like his daughter 
to study business and help him with his shop 
bookkeeping but Nadi disagrees. Nadi’s mother 
is torn between her husband and daughter but 
condones her husband’s strict conduct with 
Nadi. Fortunately for Nadi, her grandfather 
supports her. Nadi learns to play the guitar, 
and discovers that she can compose too.

Iran’s submission to the international 
feature award at the 2023 Oscars, “World War 

III” is competing in the Cinema of the World 
category of the festival, which ends Monday.

Directed by Hooman Seyyedi, the film tells 
the story of Shakib, a homeless day laborer 
who never got over the loss of his wife and son 
in an earthquake years ago.

Over the last couple of years, he has 
developed a relationship with a deaf and mute 
woman, Ladan. The construction site on which 
he works today turns out to be the set for a 
film about the atrocities committed by Hitler 
during WWII. Against all odds, he is given a 
movie role, a house and a chance at being 
somebody. When Ladan learns about this, 
she comes to his workplace begging for help. 
Shakib’s scheme to hide her goes tragically 
wrong and threatens to ruin his newfound 
status and what seemed to be the opportunity 
of a lifetime.

“World War III” had its international premiere 

at the 79th Venice International Film Festival, 
winning the Orizzonti Award for Best Film and 
the best actor award for Mohsen Tanabandeh.

It also received special jury prizes at the 
35th Tokyo International Film Festival and Los 
Angeles Asian World Film Festival (AWFF). The 
AWFF also picked Tanabandeh as best actor.

An interview with Mohammadreza Hosseini

The life of Seyyed Mohammad Sadeq Dashti, 
from the time he joined the imperial regime’s 
opponents when he was a young boy until he 
was killed by shrapnel, is narrated in the book 

“Mr. Sadeq” by Mohammadreza Hosseini.

Also, despite having only a brief stint in Jihad’s 
combat engineering unit, he had managed to 
rise to the position of Jihad of Construction 
commander due to his abilities and worth.

* Why did you choose to write about the 
Jihad of Construction when so few people 
usually pay attention to it?

Since 2012, my friends and I have been 
researching some significant national 
organizations to learn more about how they 
came to be and what they accomplished, 
using both statistics and oral histories, and 
we realized that the Jihad of Construction had 
many significant approaches. 

* Do you believe that one of the neglected 
subjects in the history of the revolution is 
the history of construction jihad?

Because of structural problems that 

developed later and after integration, this 
organization, which was primarily active in 
the field of agriculture, now faces difficulties. 
Sadly, the Ministry of Jihad did not make the 
same effort as the IRGC and the army to gather 
the solders’ memories.

* How did you find Mohammad Sadeq in 
this field?

Assistance and war engineering played a 
big role in jihad activities. The martyr “Seyyed 
Mohammad Sadeq Dashti,” who was also 
one of the martyrs of Fars province’s war 
engineering support, was one of the martyrs 
of the construction jihad in the war too. We 
began working on our investigation into the 
potential of war support in Fars province by 
discussing Martyr Dashti.

* Is this your first published book?

Yes. I am grateful that I also had excellent 
support.

Saqqakhaneh School of art
Part 1 

Referring to a contemporary art movement 
in Iran, the appellation was first used in 1962 
by Karim Emami (1930-2005), the art critic, 
journalist, and lecturer in English at the Tehran 
College of Decorative Arts (Honarkade-ye 
Honarhay-e Taz’ini). 

It was initially applied to the works of 
artists, both in painting and sculpture, which 
used already existing elements from votive 
Shia art in their own modern work. 

It gradually came to be applied more 
widely to various forms of modern Persian 
painting and sculpture that used traditional-
decorative elements. 

The prominent artists and pioneers of the 
school are Parviz Tanavoli (b. 1937), Charles 
Hossein Zenderudi (b. 1937), Faramarz Pilaram 
(1938–1983), Masud Arabshahi (b. 1935), 
Mansur Qandriz (1935–1965), Nasser Oveisi 
(b. 1934), Sadeq Tabrizi (b. 1939), and Zhazeh 
Tabatabai (b. 1928). 

As Emami himself wrote in the Saqqakhaneh 
exhibition’s catalogue in 1977, and also as 
attested by statements by such artists as 
Oveisi and Tabatabai, some of the artists were 
later unhappy about the inclusion of their 
names as members of the School. 

However, they are listed here because of the 
aesthetic affinities and similarities of their 
works to the Saqqakhaneh style, the presence 
of their works in the formal exhibitions of the 
group, and above all, because they appear to 
share the same artistic program as those of 
the Saqqakhaneh School. 

The school became gradually more and 
more popular and was joined by several 
other artists. In particular, artists such as 
Siah Armajani (b. 1939) in the 1960s and 
in the 1990s Jafar Ruhbakhsh (1941-1996) 
demonstrated close affinity with the school’s 
aesthetics.

According to Emami, the display of 
Zenderudi’s canvases at the Third Tehran 
Biennial in 1962 marks the official birth of the 
Saqqakhaneh School. 

In these paintings, external lines of forms 
were shaped in a geometric pattern with the 
alphabetical characters in the background 
written carefully and the squares, triangles, 
rectangles, and circles colored in hues of red, 
green, yellow ochre, and sometimes mild blue. 

These colors, accompanied by black, had 
made up the collection of Shia mourning colors. 
As for the choice of the term ‘Saqqakhaneh,’ 
Emami suggested that a viewer of Zenderudi’s 
canvases would be reminded of Shia shrines 
and religious gatherings. 

Although the spiritual atmosphere conveyed 
by the paintings was not as religiously sublime, 
or on such a grand scale as that of some of 
the finest decorations in Persian mosques, it 
did convey the air of familiarity and intimacy 
associated with traditional Saqqakhanehs.

One of the main founders of the school, 
the sculptor Tanavoli, describes how he and 
Zenderudi became fascinated in the late 
1950s by printed posters depicting religious 
scenes, talismanic seals, and pictorial forms 
in the south of Tehran, while they searched 
for local Iranian raw material to be used and 
developed in their works. 

The simplicity of forms, repeated motifs, and 
bright colors attracted them. Tanavoli believes 
that the first sketches Zenderudi created on 
the basis of those materials could be deemed 
as the first examples of Saqqakhaneh works. 

Although some artists of the school have 
challenged this account, undoubtedly a main 
branch of the school owes its formation to the 
outcome of the friendship between these two 
artists and their joint research into Iranian 
folk culture.

Tabrizi, another member of the school, 
believes that the Saqqakhaneh artists, 
himself included, started their artistic careers 
independently. 

Each of the school’s members was fascinated 
by different traditional sources in various 
ways. Oveisi, for example, became involved 
earlier than the others in conservation work 
of Qajar paintings in the Department of Fine 
Arts (Edare-ye Honarha-ye Ziba-ye Keshvar) 
and was thus influenced by their style from an 
earlier date. 

Zenderudi had already shown his interest 
in religious images and rituals in his prints on 
the subject of Shia rituals, in particular in his 
1960 work entitled “In Hussein kist ke delha 
hameh divane-ye ust?” (Who is this Hussein 
with whom everyone is madly in love?). 

They were, however, probably aware of each 
other’s activities through encounters at the 
College of Decorative Arts and also in artistic 
clubs, particularly the Kabud Atelier, founded 
by Tanavoli with some financial support from 
the Department of Fine Arts in 1960. 

Gradually, this atelier became an artistic 
center for modernist artists such as 
Zenderudi, Grigorian, Melkonian, Sheybani, 
Saffari, and Sepehri. 

Zenderudi, held three exhibitions there. 
Tabrizi adds that when the group assembled 
and their works were exhibited together, a 
relationship between their works emerged, 
although the works had been created 
separately and none of them could be 
considered as following in the steps of the 
others. 

It could be said that while Tabatabai and 
Oveisi were pooling together their experiences, 
and the same was true of Zenderudi and 
Pilaram, the artists Qandriz, Tanavoli, and 
Arabshahi were more independent in their 
approach.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

