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Warm banks; the British
long for normal life

With sub-zero temperatures hitting the
UK, “warm banks” are popping up across the
country where people who can’t afford their
energy bills are taking refuge from the cold.

This is not a poor country in Africa but the
world’s fifth-largest economy, which critics
say is frankly an indictment of the govern-
ment.

Nevertheless, it shows how the energy cri-
sis from the Ukraine war is having a surreal
impact on people across the entire European
continent.

Citizens have a tough choice to make be-
tween heating their homes this winter or
putting food on the table.

The emergence of the so-called warm
banks are spaces that are usually found in
warm buildings where people can go to stay
warm during the day without sending their
home energy bills skyrocketing,

They are quickly popping up as a result of
the energy crisis the country is experiencing
following sanctions imposed on Russian en-
ergy exports.» Page 5

Israeli duplicity
cause of IAEA
misgivings over Iran
nuclear program

TEHRAN - In an effort to resolve lingering
difficulties, the Islamic Republic of Iran has
continued to work with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) by authorizing
its technical team to inspect certain nucle-
ar facilities. But the Iranians are fully aware
that the IAEA's uncertainties stem from the
lies and swindles of the Israeli regime.

Amonth after the IAEA Board of Governors
passed a resolution against Iran, technical
inspectors from the agency are visiting Iran
to look into the purported claims highlighted
in the resolution and other issues regarding
the Islamic Republic’s nuclear program, IRNA
reported on Sunday.

Mohammad Eslami, the chief of the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran (AEQI), announced
on Wednesday that an IAEA team will soon
come to Tehran to assist in removing the al-
leged barriers and moving on to address the
remaining safeguards issues. » Page 2

Rare children’s photos
exhibit celebrates

180 years of Iranian
photography

TEHRAN - Rare photographs of Iranian
children taken in the early 19th century in Tehran
are on display in an exhibition celebrating 180
years of Iranian photographic history.

Axkhaneh Shahr, Iran’s photo museum, is
organizing the exhibit entitled “Yesterday's
Children”

According to Chahryar Adle, an Iranian
historian who was a professor emeritus of the
French National Centre for Scientific Research,
the first daguerreotype in Iranian was taken by
Russian diplomat Nikolai Pavlov about mid-
December in 1842, the organizers said in a
statement for the exhibit.

Daguerreotype was the first publicly available

photographic process widely used during the
1840s and 1850s.» Page 8
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Lionel Messi’s Argentina win 2022 FIFA World Cup
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TEHRAN - Argentina won the World Cup for
the third time after beating defending cham-
pions France in a penalty shootout.

Substitute Gonzalo Montiel scored the de-
cisive penalty after a dramatic match at Lu-
sail Stadium north of Doha, AP reported.

Argentina won the shootout 4-2 after
Kingsley Coman and Aurélien Tchouaméni
missed their penalties for France.

Argentina and France scored a goal each in
extra time to make it 3-3.
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Kylian Mbappé scored on a penalty kick
with just a few minutes remaining of extra
time. That's a hat-trick for the Frenchman.

Lionel Messi scored his second goal of
the match in the second period of extra
time.» Page 3

‘Directing bank credits towards production a major plan of CBI’

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN- Directing the banking credits and
facilities towards production is a major plan
of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) in the current
Iranian calendar year (began on March 21),
the bank’s governor said in a press confer-
ence on Sunday.

Ali Saleh-Abadi announced that 900 trillion
rials (about $3.1 billion) of facilities have been
paid to the knowledge-based companies in
the first eight months of the current year
(March 21-Novemebr 21), while the figure
was 660 trillion rials (about $2.275 billion) in
the same period of time in the past year.

It should be mentioned that the current
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A joyous reunion in celebration of autumn gold
TEHRAN —People walk past colorful trees attending a local festival of tradition-
al handicrafts and cultural events at Qa’em Park, southwest Tehran, on December 17,

2022. Page 6

Iranian calendar year is named “Knowl-
edge-based Production and Job Creation”.

The central bank governor also noted that
the CBI has prepared a reform program for
each bank regarding the financial structure
of that bank, based on which the financial
structure of the banks and their facilities
system will be improved. » Page &

Iranvaccine puts U.S.
biosecurity at risk

By Mehdi Garshasbi

TEHRAN - The slow pace of developing a
nasal vaccine for Covid-19 in the U.S. could
pose a security risk as lran and some other
countries have approved their own vaccines
taken through the nose or mouth.

Foreign rivals are developing vaccines that
could stop transmission before the U.S., and
that’s a potential biosecurity threat, Politico
said in a report published on December 15.

“Intranasal vaccines — vaccines that are var-
jant-resistant — those are critical tools to have
in the toolbox for protecting Americans, not
just for Covid but also for future pandemics
and also for future biosecurity threats,” Ashish
Jha, the administration’s Covid-19 response co-
ordinator, told Politico.» Page 7

Tribal tourism still untapped potentialin Fars

TEHRAN - The southern province of Fars
holds considerable potential to become a
tribal tourism hub of the country, an expert
has said.

Because of its ethnic diversity, geographi-
cal dispersion and large population of ethnic
groups, Fars has favorable conditions for the
development of tribal tourism, IRNA quoted
Mehran Namdari as saying on Sunday.

There are a significant number of nomads

in Fars province, and their lifestyle and way
of life are particularly appealing due to their
presence in nature, he added.

Besides being independent in the produc-
tion of products and facilities needed for
their everyday lives, nomads also enjoy beau-
tiful and diverse artistic and handicraft prod-
ucts in a wide range of fields, he mentioned.

However, to boost this branch of tourism,
infrastructure needs to be developed and im-

proved, he explained.

The simplicity of nomadic life, the clean cli-
mate and pristine nature of nomadic areas,
the possibility of playing local games, and the
variety of food products and handicrafts of
nomads are among the main tourist attrac-
tions in this region, he noted.

Developing tribal tourism could contribute
to income generation for the nomads and lo-
cals, he said. » Page 6

From Inside

+ CIAchief's remarks are part of ‘propaganda
war’ against Tehran: Foreign Ministry P2

« Issues of human rights and women are
negotiating leverage: MP P3

« Iran FM to visit Jordan on Monday P3

« South Pars daily gas production reaches
700 mcm P4

« Transportation expo kicks off in Tehran P4

« Anew travel trend is taking off, Ramsar tourism
chief says P6

« Kish Island holds meeting on assessable
tourism P6

« Iranto host WMO regjonal climate center P7

« Plan on vaccination, screening of foreign
nationals to be launched P7

« Iranian musicians honored at Global Music
Awards P8

« “Fall of the Sultanate” appears in Persian P8

Tehran Papers T,

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Iran’s upper hand
in nuclear industry

The Hamshahri newspaper, affiliated to
the Tehran Municipality, put the spotlight
on Iran’s uranium enrichment to purity of
60 percent and warned the US. either lift
the sanctions or witness more uranium
enrichment. » Page 2

Police display
bazooka seized from
Tehran rioters

TEHRAN- Brigadier General Hossein Rahi-
mi, commander of Tehran’s Law Enforcement
Force, has displayed a bazooka which was
snatched from those culprits in the recent
nationwide disturbances including the capi-
tal Tehran.

In response to the death on September 16
of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman who
died suddenly in hospital three days after
fainting in a Tehran police station, protests
erupted in a number of Iranian towns. Her
medical condition was given as the cause
of death, refuting claims that she had been
beaten by police. » Page 2

Human rights
aninstrumentin
political toolkit of
Europe: envoy

TEHRAN - European nations have come
under fire from Iran’s ambassador to Aus-
tria for using human rights as a political tool
against other countries.

Abbas Bagherpour Ardakani slammed Eu-
ropean nations for remaining mute on Saudi
Arabia’s and Israel’s activities on his Twitter
account on Saturday.

“To the Europeans: Have You ever sum-
moned any Israeli regime’s rep. for their
persistent brutal crimes against children &
women? or others whose » Page 2

Queiroz likely to
be chosen as Iran’s

technical director

TEHRAN - The Football Federation Islam-
ic Republic of Iran (FFIRI) will likely appoint
Carlos Queiroz as Team Melli technical direc-
tor.

The federation will hold a meeting within
the next two weeks to discuss about the Na-
tional Team’s head coach.

Queiroz headed Iran in the 2022 FIFA World
Cup, where Team Melli suffered two defeats
against England and the US. and earned a
win over Wales.

The Portuguese coach’s contract ran out
after Iran failed to qualify for the World Cup
knockout stage. » Page 3
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Iran’s upper hand in nuclear industry

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in Yesterday's Iranian newspapers.

from page 1 » Until the U.S. has not given us the assurance to fulfill its obligations and lift the sanc-
tions, the enrichment in Iran will continue based on internal strategies, said Seyyed Mohammadreza
Mirtajoddini, head of the strategic faction of the parliament.

Halting more uranium enrichment depends on the opposite parties to fulfill their obligations. Iran
will reduce the purity of its uranium enrichment whenever the sanctions are lifted.

Kayhan: Every 98 seconds, an American is sexually assaulted

The conservative Kayhan newspaper ran a story headlined “Every 98 seconds, an American is sexu-
ally assaulted” as it censured the U.S. for expelling the Islamic Republic from the United Nations Com-
mission on the Status of Women (CSW).

The publication cited a report published in 2018 in which it said one in five American women and one
in 67 men are raped at some point in their lives.

Among female college students, 23 percent said they experienced some form of unwanted sexual
contact by force or under threat of force, or while they were incapacitated because of alcohol and drug
abuse, according to the new survey by the Association of American Universities.

The US,, a self-proclaimed defender of ‘human rights’ or ‘women’s rights, made extensive efforts to
expel our country from the UN Commission on the Status of Women under the pretext that women'’s
rights are not respected in the Islamic Republic, the newspaper wrote, suggesting the American offi-
cials to take care of their own countries.

Arman-e Emrooz: Get out of isolation trap

Arman-e Emrooz, in a commentary, urged the government to reform its foreign policy and prevent
providing more excuses to countries that seek to isolate Iran in the international arena.

Iran’s foreign policy needs to be “redefined” in accordance with dominant global regulations.

Hassan Beheshtipour, an analyst on international issues, told Arman-e Emrooz that “during these
years, we have given excuses to countries like America that even Iran’s eastern allies like China have
extensive political and economic relations with.” He recommended an open diplomacy to get out of the
isolation trap made by certain foreign countries.

Arman-e Melli: Iran and American human rights

The reformist Arman-e Melli newspaper, also in a critique, wrote that Tehraners and metropolitan
citizens are breathing Mazut, and blamed Alireza Zakani, the Tehran Mayor, for not holding a single
meeting regarding choking air pollution.

In its editorial, the publication also reacted to the removal of Iran from the Commission on Status of
Women, and stated that the issue of human rights, including women'’s rights, has turned into an Amer-
ican-Zionist tool to put pressure on the independent countries.

Anew campaign has been launched to isolate Iran that the purpose of which is to create a new social
and political pressure on Iran. Whether the Islamic Republic is a member of the CSW or not, Iran will not
be affected by such commotions and it will act based on its internal policies in regard to upholding the
rights of citizens in accordance to religious teachings and national standards.

Vatan-e Emrooz: Victory of football over politics

Vatan-e Emrooz called the 2022 World Cup as the most political football event over the last 50 years,
and wrote that the victory of football over all other aspects that tried to influence the World Cup was
an indisputable fact.

Although Qatar was named the first eliminated team of the competition, the most important winner,
even before the whistle of the opening match, was this small country. Using all possible tools, Qatar
organized a very large and complex event that once again highlighted the region around the Persian
Gulf, the Arabian Peninsula, Mesopotamia and the Iranian Plateau as the cradle of human civilization in
modern human societies.

On the other hand, the flag of Palestine and slogans with the theme of ‘Palestinian freedom’ starred
at the cup. And together with the brilliance of the Arab teams, especially Morocco, Arab football fans
held celebrations even in major European and American cities.

Ham Mihan: Scientific exchange with North Korea!

Ham Mihan analyzed enhanced academic cooperation between Iran and North Korea from a political
point of view.

In such an atmosphere, the academic cooperation with North Korea can only lead to further isolation
of Iranian universities and academics in the region and the wider world, Ham Mihan warned.

The requirement for scientific development is to have extensive global interaction. Considering the
minimal communication of North Korea with the world, it is unlikely that this country will enjoy scientific
development in many fields. It is has only focused on military and nuclear technologies.

Senior officials call for dealing with riots
based on legal, sharia principles

Furthermore, the chiefs of the three branches
underscored that rioters’ cases should be handled
in accordance with legal and Sharia guidelines.

. N

President Ebrahim Raisi, Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, and Judiciary Chief Gholamhos-
sein Mohseni Eje’i further urged all authorities and
others involved in the affairs of the three govern-
ment branches to continue their efforts to serve

from page 1 » The IAEA’s tech-
nical team paid a visit to Iran on
December 18 at Tehran’s official
invitation. The visit was applaud-
ed, but Mikhail Ivanovich Ulyanov,
Russia’s Permanent Represen-
tative to International Organiza-
tions in Vienna, stressed that no
one should anticipate any break-
throughs from the visit.

Until recently, the Islamic Re-
public’s high degree of coopera-
tion with the IAEA was acknowl-
edged in every report released by
the UN nuclear watchdog. Howev-
er, due to the Zionist regime’s grip
on the IAEA, those encouraging
reports progressively went away.

Resolutions against Tehran
over the last year have been based
on claims such as “undeclared
nuclear items” in “multiple undis-
closed places in Iran”

Iran is accused by the IAEA of
not upholding its obligations un-
der the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). However, findings by the

UN nuclear agency show that the

Islamic Republic has continuously

Israeli duplicity cause
of IAEA misgivings over
progra

7,

cooperated with the UN body.
The IAEA Board of Governors’

latest allegation is that Iran’s un-
official sites may contain traces
of radioactive materials. The lo-
cations identified by the agency,
including Torghuzabad, Shian, and
Marivan, are precisely those that
Benjamin Netanyahu emphasized
in 2018. The Iranian government
has often emphasized that there
hasn't been any nuclear activity
in those places. Additionally, the
state has repeatedly reaffirmed
that it has never conducted any
form of secret uranium enrich-
ment program.

The technical team from the
IAEA will travel at a time that the
US. and its allies are accusing
Iran of refusing to work with the
nuclear watchdog. The fact that
Iran permitted the visit, however,
speaks volumes about Tehran's
actual cooperation with the IAEA.

For the visit to be successful
and fruitful, the IAEA must be sin-
cere in its desire to settle any un-
resolved concerns with Iran.

Police display bazooka seized from Tehran rioters

frompage 1 » The U.S.and its Western allies
have received the most vitriol from the Islamic
Republic for inciting the disturbances through
their spies and media networks.

Leading instigator of Tehran riots appre-
hended

The chief agent who acted as the ringleader
in the unrest in eastern Tehran have also been
identified and detained, according to the Teh-
ran Intelligence Police office.

Colonel Nader Moradi stressed on Saturday
that the agents of the Public Places Supervi-
sion Department of the Tehran Intelligence Po-
lice were successful in carrying out technolog-
ical and police measures to locate the primary
culprits and ringleaders of the disturbances in

eastern Tehran.

“The police investigation showed that, by
working in the cyberspace and influenced by
the opposition networks, by inciting the youth
and using deconstructive slogans, he had in-

tended to create a ground for illegal sit-ins
and the formation of the initial core of unrest
in the Nezam-Abad neighborhood,” remarked
Colonel Moradi, the deputy chief of the Tehran
Intelligence Police department in charge of su-
pervising public places.

“With the round-the-clock efforts and intel-
ligence actions of the agents of this depart-
ment, it was discovered that the defendant is
working in a barber shop in the Nezam-Abad
neighborhood, who was arrested after identi-
fying his guild and was introduced to the pros-
ecutor’s office after filing a court case,” Colo-
nel Moradi said.

“Arresting the primary offenders of distur-
bances is still on the police agenda,” Colonel
Moradi stated.

Human rights an instrument in political toolkit of Europe: envoy

from page 1 » government ex-
ecuted 81 people in a single day?
Surely not, since Human Rights is
just a tool in your political tool-
box!” the ambassador tweeted.

In the end, Bagerpour used the
hashtag #DoubleStandards.

European nations have sanc-
tioned Iran in recent weeks over
what they allege are human rights

v .{ “-“/ . By
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abuses relating to the country’s
handling of recent riots as well
as the unfounded allegation that
Iran had sent drones to Russia for
use in the conflict in Ukraine.

Iran has vigorously denied the
accusations of human rights
breaches, asserting that it dealt
with organized riots supported by
foreign governments to sow dis-

cord inside the country.

The claims of drone sales to
Russia during the Ukraine war
have also been denied by Iran.

As part of its defense cooper-
ation with Moscow, Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
said Iran had sold a few UAVs to
Russia before the outbreak of the
conflict.
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TEHRAN- A comprehensive plan to enhance bi-
lateral cooperation has been agreed by the foreign
ministries of Iran and Nicaragua.

The agreement was signed on Sunday in Tehran
by Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Denis Moncada
Colindres and his Iranian counterpart Hossein Amir
Abdollahian.

The senior diplomats earlier in the day talked
about recent regional and global developments as
well as potential methods to strengthen bilateral
relations.

Amir Abdollahian praised the appropriate de-
gree of connections between Tehran and Managua
during the meeting, notably in the political sphere,
and suggested that the two nations focus more on
enhancing their trade and economic cooperation.

Tehran is prepared to deepen bilateral relation-
ship in a variety of economic and commercial rela-
tions, he continued.

The senior Iranian diplomat described the agree-
ment as a “new and strategic” initiative to improve
ties between the two nations.

Nicaragua's foreign minister praised both his na-
tion’s cordial relations with Iran and their bilateral
collaboration in international fora.

~Iran and Nicaragua sign detailed cooperation plan

Colindres expressed optimism that relations
between Iran and Nicaragua will advance soon as
a result of the recently agreed pact and the joint
commission’s first meeting.

On the sidelines of the 77th General Assembly
of the UN, Colindres and Amir Abdollahian had a
meeting in September in New York.

In a phone call with Daniel Ortega in September
2021, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi stressed the
importance of tight coordination with Nicaragua
and other Latin American governments on the in-
ternational scene in order to thwart U.S. sanctions
against independent nations.

In order to neutralize American sanctions and
make it expensive for the US. administration to
take action against independent states and nations,
notably Iran and Nicaragua, close collaboration be-
tween the two countries at international scenes is
essential, according to the Iranian president.

General says deterrent power has made war on Iran a non-viable option

TEHRAN - Brigadier General
Gholam Reza Jalali, who heads
Iran’s Civil Defense Organization,
has said the Islamic Republic’s
success in gaining “full deterrent”
power has made military attack
on the country a non-viable option
by the enemies.

Regular war games, measures
to strengthen defense power,
and achieving the full degree of
deterrence have taken the option

for a military war off the enemies’
table, Jalali said, Tasnim reported
on Saturday.

The general added Iran has be-
come so powerful that no ene-
my would dare to pose a military
threat to the country considering
the costs of a strike.

He also highlighted Iran’s sci-

entific advances in drone industry,
saying the enemies cannot accept

Iran as a regional power in this
field and that is why they seek to
harm the country in non-military
sectors.

In comments made earlier this
month, Armed Forces chief Ma-
jor General Mohammad Hossein
Bageri said Iran has gained such
great military and deterrent pow-
er that the American forces have
to stay clear from the Iranian
coasts.

The commander said the US.
has admitted that Iran’s success
in extending the range of its mis-
siles and boosting the accuracy
and power of its fire has increased
the costs and risks of American
forces staying in the region.

The Iranian Armed Forces con-
stantly monitor the enemies’
moves across the region, he add-
ed.

TEHRAN - The chiefs of the executive, legislative,
and judicial branches held talks on Saturday night
at the President’s office.

the people and develop public confidence.

[t was concluded at the meeting that the 7th de-
velopment plan and the budget bill for the calendar
year 1402 (March 2023-March 2024) would be pre-
sented to the parliament at the agreed-upon time.

Border guards prevent entry of terrorist

members into Iran

TEHRAN - Border guards in the southeastern
province of Sistan-Baluchestan prevented the en-
try of members of a terrorist group into Iran from
neighboring Pakistan, IRNA reported on Sunday.

Colonel Hossein-Ali Farahi, the commander of
the Seravan border region, said these “armed per-
sons” could not resist the gun battle of the border

guards and fled to Pakistan again.

The colonel said they failed to enter Iran due to
intelligence supremacy by border guards.

Terrorist groups such as Jaish ul-Adl use Paki-
stan’s soil as a safe haven to commit acts of terror
in the border province of Sistan-Baluchestan.

CIA chief’s remarks are part of ‘propaganda war’ against Tehran: Foreign Ministry

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign Ministry on
Sunday described the CIA director’s allegations
against the Islamic Republic in relations to the
Ukraine war as baseless and part of the “pro-
paganda war” against Tehran.

“American officials, in continuation of polit-
ical and baseless claims coupled with illegal
measures against the Islamic Republic of Iran,
are questioning the conventional defense and
military cooperation between Iran and Russia,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani
said.

CIA director William Burns told PBS’s Judy
Woodruff on Friday that he is “quite worried”
about the relationship between Tehran and

Moscow.

“And what's beginning to emerge is at least
the beginnings of a full-fledged defense part-
nership between Russia and Iran,” Burns said.

The CIA director alleged that Iranian-made
drones are being used in Ukraine. “And | think
it can have an even more dangerous impact on
the Middle East as well if it continues. So, it's
something that we take very, very seriously,’
he added.

Kanaani said the United states’ “propagan-
distic campaigns,” which are based on lies and
deception, are taking places in tandem with
Washington'’s different goals, including “politi-
cal pressure” on Iran, promoting “lranophobia”

LTS

project and covering up its “warmongering”
policies.

“As we have announced repeatedly the col-
laboration between Iran and Russia in differ-
ent areas, including defense cooperation, fall
within common interests and in conformity
with international law and undertakings... and
is not against any third country,” he insisted.

Kanaani went on to say that Iran has fol-
lowed an independent foreign policy based
on its “national interests” and does not seek
“anybody’s permission” in this endeavor.

In following such a policy Iran is committed
to observing “international rules and regula-
tions,” he maintained.



By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian will for the
second time participate in a nascent
regional format in less than two
years that is designed to de-escalate
tensions and promote partnership.

On Tuesday, Amman’s King Hussein
bin Talal Center for Conferences will
host a regional summit that will be
attended by the leaders of several
countries in the West Asia and North
Africa regjon as well as France.

The summit, officially known as the
Baghdad Conference for Cooperation
and Partnership, was first held in
the Iraqi capital Baghdad in August
last year at a time when the then-
Iragi government of Mustafa al-
Kadhimi was trying to foster regional
cooperation.

The Tuesday summit will be
attended by Iran, Irag, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, Egypt, the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Turkey, France, Oman
and Bahrain, while Lebanon and Syria
will be absent from the summit.
Bahrain and Oman will join the summit
for the first time.

[ran announced Sunday that Amir
Abdollahian will represent Iran at the
Conference. He will leave Tehran for
Amman on Monday afternoon. The trip
comes amid media speculations about
a possible thaw in Tehran-Riyadh
relations, which brings us to the first
message of the Jordan visit of the
Iranian foreign minister.

-. M

ablpidlg pgleill alady pails
d Conference for
Cooperatien and Partnership

Baghdad - 25 A

S e

Two messages

of lIran FM trip
to Jordan

Since April 2021, Iran and Saudi
Arabia have held several rounds of
talks, mostly in Baghdad. But the
talks have so far failed to yield a
concrete result in terms of bilateral
relations, though the last round
culminated in an agreement to move
the talks from the security level to
the diplomatic one.

The recent wave of unrest came
between Tehran and Saudi Arabia

before they succeed in moving to a
new level. Iran accused Saudi Arabia
of fanning the flames of unrest
through the media.

But in recent weeks, tensions
de-escalated and there is now even
a remarkable amount of media
guesswork that the two countries
could hold a meeting on the sidelines
of the Amman gathering.

Iran’s state news agency IRNA said

Sunday that as of Saturday evening
no plans for an Iranian-Saudi meeting
were on the agenda. But it did not rule
out a meeting taking place between
the two sides in Amman.

Iran had previously said that it
is ready to reach a deal with Saudi
Arabia on a range of issues including
the reopening of embassies. But
the Saudis were not eager to move
ahead. The Amman summit once
again showed that Iran is ready for
diplomacy and remains committed
to reaching a solution to the long-
running differences with Saudi Arabia.
Whether Saudi Arabia is ready to
reciprocate remains to be seen.

The second message of Iran's
participation in the Amman summit
is that Iran is not isolated. “Inviting
Iran and the confirmation of its
presence in this meeting indicates
that, contrary to the efforts of some
western countries to isolate Iran in
the international and regional arena,
Tehran is an inevitable player and
its presence is a necessity to help
regional and international processes,’
said IRNA, adding, “The issue of
Iran’s isolation in the foreign arena
is a statement that has no relation to
reality and is doomed to failure.”

Iran has also been a key player in
other regional formats in relation to
Syria and the South Caucasus region.
In fact, Iran is seeking to promote
multilateralism  regionally  and
internationally.

Iran appoints new ambassadors to Syria, Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Iran has reportedly appointed new
envoys for Syria and Afghanistan. The newly
appointed ambassadors are expected to discharge
their duties in the coming weeks.

Iragi news website Middle East News reported
Sunday that Iran has Hossein Akbari as its new
ambassador to Syria. Akbari will replace Mehdi
Sobhani whose tenure as an ambassador has
come to an end.

Akbari has previously served as
ambassador to Libya.

Iran’s

After days of media speculations, Iran’s state
news agency IRNA reported that the Iranian
Presidential Envoy for Afghanistan Hassan Kazemi
Qomi will replace the outgoing Ambassador to
Afghanistan Bahador Aminian.

Citing an announcement by the Iranian
embassy in Kabul, IRNA said Qomi has been
nominated ambassador to Afghanistan after the
three-year tenure of Aminian as Iranian envoy to
Afghanistan came to an end.

Qomi has been appointed as Iran’s presidential
envoy for Afghanistan by the Raisi administration.
He was Iran’s first ambassador to Iraq after the

downfall of the Saddam Hussein regime.

The ambassador turnover has come with
rumors that Aminian is being changed as a result
of documents hacked from Fars News in which
he inveighed against the Taliban. The Iranian
embassy in Afghanistan has rejected the rumors,
saying that the change has nothing to do with
the leaked documents.

Qomi has recently proposed the formation of a
joint committee with the Afghan authorities with the
aim of jointly combatting terrorism.

In comments after attending the Moscow format
meeting on Afghanistan, Kazemi Qomi said it is
necessary for Iran and Afghanistan to set up a joint
security and information exchange committee to
counter terrorist threats.

He also urged that the neighbors of Afghanistan
should provide assistance to Afghanistan within the
framework of a coordination or security committee.

The neighbors of Afghanistan can cooperate
with Kabul by training the country’s security forces,
exchanging information, and providing equipment,
he added, according to a Tasnim report.

Qomi has recently underlined the need for using

the capacity of Afghan investors. “During this
year, half of the foreign investment made in Iran
is related to Afghan investors, and today, when the
country is facing difficulties in attracting foreign
investment, the high investment capacity of
Afghan nationals should be used in the best way,"
he said according to IRNA.

He added, “During the previous years, at one
point, the United Arab Emirates expelled 700
Afghan economic activists from this country, whose
capital was estimated at 30 bhillion dollars, but
unfortunately, we failed to attract this capital”

He noted, “Our approach to Afghan nationals
should be opportunity-oriented, and some
measures such as blocking the account of Afghan
nationals in the country have delivered a big blow
to attracting foreign capital”

According to an IRNA report, 1600 companies
owned by Afghan nationals in Mashhad have official
licenses for economic activity.

The Association of Afghan Economic Activists in
Razavi Khorasan has announced that the assets of
Afghan businessmen and companies operating in
the province are about one billion dollars.

Issues of human rights and women are negotiating leverage: MP

TEHRAN - An Iranian lawmaker
has said that the West uses issues
related to human rights and women
asaleverage at the negotiating table.

The lawmaker, Jalil Rahimi Jahan
Abadi, who is amember of the Iranian
Parliament's  National  Security
and Foreign Policy Committee,
established a link between Iran’s
removal from the United Nations
Commission on the Status of
Women and the stalled negotiations
over reviving the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal, officially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

“The idea of the West in Iran’s
nuclear case was that it could put
pressure on the Islamic Republic and
force Iran into accepting its demands.
But when it got into trouble in this
plan, it put two strategies on its
agenda. Thefirstissue was spreading
rumors about the sale of Iranian
drones to Russia and involving the
Islamic Republic with European
countries. The second issue was
associated with the planning of
the riots, when highlighting human
rights issues was placed on the

agenda of Western governments,” he
said in remarks to Iran’s official news
agency IRNA.

Underlining that the West
sought to highlight human rights
issues in Iran in the international
community in order to increase
international pressure against
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Jahan
Abadi said, “The ruling against
the Islamic Republic by the United
Nations Human Rights Council
or the plan to remove Iran from
the Commission on the Status of
Women in the United Nations was
carried out in line with increasing
international pressure on the
Islamic Republic.”

He added, “Maybe the conditions
of women in the country are not ideal
in various issues, but if we look at the
issue fairly, the presence of women
in social activities, universities and
fields of medicine and engineering in
the Islamic Republic is remarkable.”

The lawmaker continued,
“European women did not have the
right to vote in the 1960s. While after
the Islamic Revolution of 1979, there
were no restrictions on women’s

participation in political and social
fields. Despite the fact that Iran’s
society was and still is religious, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has shown
courage in the face of internal
religious spectrums and has borne
many costs to fulfill women'’s rights.”

Saying that the aim of the
West's recent games against Iran
is to achieve success in the nuclear
negotiations, he added, “The West
did this to the former Soviet Union,
Yugoslavia, China and other countries
that were against the West. This is
the way of the West to use the tools
of human rights, internal tensions,
civil issues, minorities, youth as
foreign policy tools and achieve the
desired goals.”

He asserted, “If the West
achieves its desired goals in nuclear
negotiations, it will forget human
rights and women’s issues just
as quickly. Because they have an
instrumentalview of theissuesraised
and international organizations are
the tools of the Westerners against
Iran.”

In a widely criticized move against
Iran, the United States and its allies

pushed for the removal of Iran from
the United Nations Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW).

The move has been repudiated as
political and as an example of the US.
pressing ahead with unilateralism at
aninternational institution inherently
meant to promote multilateralism.

TheUS.anditsallies pushed foravote
on removing Iran from the Commission
on Wednesday. And Iran was voted out of
the Commission after most members of
the Commission chose to get along with
the US. in ending Iran's membership in
the UN body.

Iran rejected the move as a “political
heresy, describing it as a political
scheme that lacks legal credibility,
runs counter to the UN Charter, and
sets the wrong precedent in the
international body.

“Removingalegalmemberof the CSW
is a political heresy, rids the interational
organization of its credibility, and sets
a precedent unilaterally for future
exploitations of the body” Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser
Kanaani said in a statement.

(Seefull text at tehrantimes.com)

Amir Abdollahian to visit Amman on Monday

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian will travel to the Jordanian capital Amman
in order to take part in a region conference.

Iran’s state news agency IRNA said Amir
Abdollahian will arrive in Amman on Monday
afternoon to participate in the second round
of the Baghdad Conference.

The first meeting of the regional format was
held in Baghdad in August with the participation
of Iran, Irag, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Egypt, and France.

In the next meeting, Bahrain and Oman will
join the Conference.

The meeting comes at a time when Jordan is

grappling with unrest over a cost-of-living crisis. The
Jordanian army announced that it will deploy its patrols
to secure the conference.

The official Jordan News Agency (Petra) stated
that the conference will be held to discuss challenges
related to food security, drug security and energy
security in the region and the world.

There is also speculation in Arab media that a
meeting will take place between the delegations of Iran
and Saudi Arabia in Amman.

The Lebanese online newspaper, El-Nashra, has
claimed that a significant meeting will take place
between Iranian and Saudi officials on the sidelines of
the Iraq conference that will be hosted by Jordan.

Some Lebanese sources have speculated that
[ranian President Ebrahim Raisi and Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman will meet on the
sidelines of the conference.

Furthermore, sources said since there were no
tangible outcomes from Iran-Saudi Arabia meetings
in Baghdad, no breakthrough is expected in the talks.

Based on the reports, the Yemen conflict and a
reopening of the embassies are the main topics of
debate during the meeting between Iranian and
Saudi officials.

The sources claim that there will be no
mention of Lebanon during the discussions
between Iran and Saudi Arabia.
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Lionel Messi’s
Argentina win 2022
FIFAWorld Cup

Frome Page 1 » Argentina had a 2-0 lead
against France at half-time in the World Cup
final after goals by Messi and Angel Di Maria.

Messi scored on a 23rd-minute penalty kick
after a foul on Di Maria. Thirteen minutes later
Di Maria finished off a flowing team move
involving a deft flick from Messi.

Mbappé made it 2-2 in the second half with
two goals. Just one minute after scoring on the
penalty the forward scored again, on a volley.

Messi now has 12 World Cup goals — the
same as Brazil great Pelé — and is the first
player to score in the group stage and every
round of the knockout stage in a single edition
of the tournament.

Messiis making arecord 26th appearance at
the World Cup, breaking a tie with Germany
great Lothar Matthaus.

Messi’s games have been spread over five
World Cups, starting in 2006. He has 11 goals
in total, tied for sixth in the all-time list.

Messi has said this is likely to be his last
World Cup.

Queiroz likely to
be chosen as Iran’s
technical director

Frome Page 1 » Now, the media reports
suggest that the football federation is
going to appoint ex-lran captain Javad
Nekounam as Team Melli coach for the
2023 AFC Asian Cup.

Queiroz will be also appointed as the Team'’s
technical director.

The 2023 AFC Asian Cup will be the 18th
edition of the AFC Asian Cup, the quadrennial
international men’s football championship
of Asia organized by the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC). It will involve 24 national
teams after expansion in 2019, with Qatar as
the defending champions.

The tournament was originally scheduled
to be held in China from 16 June to 16 July
2023.[3] On 14 May 2022, the AFCannounced
that China would not host the tournament
due to the circumstances caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic and China’s Zero-COVID

policy.

Hadi Choopan
crowned champion
of 2022 Mr. Olympia

TEHRAN - Hadi Choopan of Iran made
history by winning the Men’s Open trophy at
the 2022 Mr. Olympia.

Choopan defeated Derek Lunsford to win the
title.

The 2022 Mr. Olympia happened Dec. 15-17
at Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino in Las
Vegas, Nevada.

Mr. Olympia is the title awarded to the
winner of the professional men’s bodybuilding
contest at Joe Weider’s Olympia Fitness &
Performance Weekend—an international
bodybuilding competition that is held annually
by the International Federation of BodyBuilding
& Fitness (IFBB).

The record number of wins is eight each by
Lee Haney (1984-1991) and Ronnie Coleman
(1998-2005).

2022 Mr. Olympia Results

Winner — Hadi Choopan - $400,000
Second Place — Derek Lunsford - $150,000
Third Place — Nick Walker - $100,000
Fourth Place — Brandon Curry - $40,000

Fifth Place — Mamdouh ‘Big Ramy’ Elssbiay
-$35,000

Sixth Place — Samson Dauda
Seventh Place — Hunter Labrada
Eighth Place — Andrew Jacked
Ninth Place — William Bonac
Tenth Place — Rafael Brandao
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Iran chosen to host
2023 Asian
Para-Armwrestling
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran was chosen as host of the
2023 Asian Para-Armwrestling Championship
by the World Armwrestling Federation (WAF).

The competition will be held from April 27 to
May 5 in Tehran, capital of Iran.

Armwrestling is a sport with two opponents
who face each other with their bent elbows
placed on a table and hands firmly gripped,
who then attempt to force the opponent’s
hand down to the table top.

The sport is often casually used to
demonstrate the stronger person between
two or more people.

In the early years other names were used
to describe the same sport, including arm
turning, arm twisting, twisting wrists, wrist
turning and wrist wrestling.

Iranian athletes
win two more
golds at 2022 Para
Powerlifting World
Cup

TEHRAN - Aliakbar Gharibshi and Ahmad
Aminzadeh won two gold medals at the 12th
Dubai 2022 Para Powerlifting World Cup on
Saturday.

Gharibshi seized a gold at the Men’s Up to
107kg weight class by lifting 254kg.

Aminzadeh also took a gold at the Men’s
over 107kg with a lift of 265ke.

Iranian powerlifters Rouhollah Rostami
in the Up to 80kg, Mohsen Bakhtiar in the
Up to 59kg and Amir Jafari in the Up to 65kg
had previously won three gold medals in the
competition.

Around 200 lifters from 36 nations are
in action at the Dubai Club for People of
Determination at the Fazza 12th Dubai 2022
Para Powerlifting World Cup.

Mohammad Rabiei
steps down as Mes
Rafsanjan coach

TEHRAN - Mohammad Rabiei stepped down
as the head coach of Iranian top-flight club
Mes Rafsanjan.

Rabiei, 41, took charge of Mes Rafsanjan in
2019.

The Rafsanjan-based club sits eighth in the
16-team table with 14 points in 11 matches.

Mes Rafsanjan will meet Mes Kerman on
Monday.

Mes Rafsanjan club have not yet reacted to
Rabiei’s resignation.

Japan Football
Association keen
on reinforcing ties
with Iran

TEHRAN - Chairman of Japan Football
Association (JFA) Suhara Kiyotaka in a
letter offered eagerness for strengthening
cooperation with Iran.

In his letter to Secretary General of the
Iran Football Federation Hedayat Mombeini,
Kiyotaka said that he believed that Mombini
with his extensive experience is a valuable
asset for developing the Iranian Football
Federation. He offered his willingness for
strengthening cooperation between the two
federations based on our friendly relations.
He wished success for Mombeini and
congratulated him on his appointment.
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7th national development plan sees
$35b of investment in petchem sector

HoE

TEHRAN - lIranian vice president for
technological and scientific affairs has said
that based on the country’s seventh five-
year National Development Plan (2022-
2026), $35 billion of investment is going
to be made in the country’s petrochemical
industry.

“In the seventh [national development]
plan, 35 billion dollars of investment in
the petrochemical industry is predicted,
from which the share of the Persian Gulf
Petrochemical Industries Company (PGPIC)
is 15 billion dollars,” Ruhollah Dehghani
Firouzabadi said in a conference on the
application of new technologies in the
petrochemical industry (called Petrofan) on
Sunday.

According to Firouzabadi, selling raw
materials in the petrochemical industry can
have an 80 percent benefit rate but using
new technologies in this sector can increase
its benefits up to 1,000 percent.

“For every one dollar of investment in this
industry, eight dollars of profit has been
made and with the investment made so far,
one billion dollars of value has been created,”
the official said.

The petrochemical industry plays a
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy, as
petrochemical export is the second-largest
source of revenue for the country after crude
oil. Petrochemical exports already constitute
nearly 33 percent of the country’s non-oil
exports.

Iran has been highly developing this sector
over the recent years as the development
of the giant South Pars gas field (Iran
shares with Qatar in the Persian Gulf)
has been supplying more feedstock to the
petrochemical units.

Also, the U.S. sanctioning Iran’s oil exports
has encouraged more development of the
petrochemical industry to boost exports
from this sector.

Balanced development of the
petrochemical industry has also been of
particular interest among the National
Petrochemical Company (NPC) strategies for
the current year since the development of
downstream industries will prevent the sale
of raw materials and result in the production
of products with higher added value.

Domestic  equipment, licenses, and
technological knowledge have been used
in most of the underway and completed
projects in this industry.

Export from Isfahan province rises 15% in

8 months yr/yr

TEHRAN- The value of export from Isfahan
province rose 15 percent in the first eight
months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-November 21), as compared to
the same period of time in the past year, the
director-general of the province’s customs
department announced.

Rasoul Kouhestani-Pajouh said that
1.518 million tons of commodities worth
$999.059 million have been exported from
the province in the eight-month period, with
eight percent growth in weight year on year.

The official said that 712 types of goods
were exported to 89 countries from the
province in the first eight months of this
year.

He named cast iron, iron and steel,
petrochemical products, dairy products,
machine and handwoven carpets, iron
and cast-iron products as the wmajor
exported items and Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey,
Afghanistan, and Armenia as the main
export destinations.

As announced by the spokesman of
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), the value of Iran’s
non-oil export rose 4.44 percent during the
first eight months of the current Iranian
calendar year, as compared to the same
period of time in the past year.

According to Morteza Emadi, Iran exported
70.402 million tons of goods valued at
$32.368 bhillion in the said eight months,
registering a 16-percent decline in weight.

Liquefied propane, methanol, liquefied
butane, polyethylene, bitumen, urea,
liquefied natural gas, iron and steel ingots,
and light oils were the main exported
products in the said time span.

Major export destinations of the Iranian
non-oil goods were China, Irag, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Turkey, and India,
according to the official.

The Islamic Republic has also imported
23.405 million tons of non-oil commodities
worth $37.116 billion in the first eight months
of the present year, with a 15.25-percent
growth in value and a 12.44-percent
decrease in weight, year on year.

The first five items of goods imported
into the country in the said period include
corn, rice, wheat, soybeans, sunflower seed
oil, cell phones, flour and unrefined sugar,
according to Emadi.

The United Arab Emirates was the top
exporter to Iran in the mentioned eight
months, followed by China, Turkey, India, and
Germany.

Reportedly, the value of Iran’s non-oil
trade rose 10 percent during the mentioned
period, as compared to the same eight
months in the past year.

Iran traded 93.807 million tons of non-oil
products worth $69.484 billion with other
countries in the mentioned period.

TEDPIX gains 30,000 points on Sunday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 30,308 points to
1.5 million on Sunday.

As reported, over 10.41 billion securities
worth 58733 trillion rials (about $202.5
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 23,739 points,
and the second market’s index climbed 56,246
points.

TEDPIX climbed 70,000 points to 1472
million in the past Iranian calendar week
(ended on Friday).

from page 1 » He said that 26
quadrillion rials (about 89.655
billion) of facilities have been paid
by the banking system in the first
eight months of the present year,
which was 44.7 percent higher
than the figure in the same time
span of the previous year.

The official also referred to
controlling the balance sheets
of the banks as the other major
action that the CBI is seriously
pursuing in the current year.

Controlling liquidity, inflation
growth seriously followed up by CBI

Saleh-Abadi further mentioned
the liquidity and inflation growth,
and emphasized that the CBI is
seriously following up controlling
the growth of liquidity and
inflation.

He said that the liquidity
growth has been on a falling trend
since the start of the current
administration’s incumbency
and also in the current year, as
the liquidity growth was 42.8
percent in the beginning of this
government’s work, while it is
34.3 percent at the present.

The official stated that a
committee has been set up in the
CBI that holds weekly sessions on
the issue of controlling liquidity
growth in the country.

“Our plan is that the liquidity
growth will fall below 30 percent
by the end of the current year,
and we have some programs to
achieve this goal. For example,
at the beginning of the year,
a committee was established

M S A

towards production a
major plan of CBI’

between the CBI, Planning and

Budget  Organization  (PBO),
and the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Affairs to work on this
issue”, the CBI governor further
announced.

As the result, a negative
liquidity growth was achieved in
the first month of the current
year, he added.

Foreign  currency, trade
policies should be completely
aligned

Elsewhere in the press
conference, the CBI governor said
that the foreign currency policies
and trade policies of the country
should be completely aligned, and

it is among the major programs of
the central bank.

This issue is seriously followed
up through a joint task force
between the CBI and the Ministry
of Industry, Mining and Trade, the
official reiterated.

Trades in NIMA increases 64%
this year

In terms of the situation of
the foreign currency exchange
market, Saleh-Abadi said “There
are three forex markets in the
country: NIMA system, integrated
market, and informal market, and
most of the transactions are done
in the NIMA system”

He said trades worth $321

billion were done in NIMA this
year, with 64 percent growth from
the $19.6 billion worth of trades in
this system in the same time span
of the previous year.

NIMA, which seeks to boost
transparency, is a chance for
importers to supply their required
foreign currency without specific
problems and for exporters to
re-inject their earned foreign
currency to the domestic forex
market. It was inaugurated
to allow exporters of non-oil
commodities to sell their foreign
currency earnings to importers of
consumer products.

In late May 2019, the Central
Bank of Iran unveiled a directive
package that provided the
country’s exporters with
guidelines about how they should
re-inject their foreign currency
incomes into the country’s
economy.

In the Sunday press conference,
the CBI governor also announced
that the value of trades in the
integrated market has risen
45 percent to $2.1 billion in the
current year.

Considering that a significant
part of the transactions is done
in the NIMA system and the
integrated market, these two
markets should be considered in
the analysis, he noted.

And finally answering a
question about the latest
situation of digital rial, Saleh-
Abadi stated that this matter is
stillin the trial stage.

South Pars daily gas production reaches 700 mcm

TEHRAN - Average daily production of natural
gas in Iran’s South Pars gas field has reached
700 million cubic meters (mcm) to meet the
demand for natural gas as the weather gets
colder, according to the managing director of
Pars Qil and Gas Company (POGC).

“Simultaneously with the arrival of the new
cold wave and the increase in gas consumption
in the country, the daily gas extraction from
the South Pars joint field has reached 700
million cubic meters,” Mohammad-Hossein
Motejali said.

Motejali listed the priorities of Pars Oil and
Gas Company in two sectors, development
and operation, and referring to the important
role of this company in managing the
country’s gas production and consumption
balance in the cold months of the year, he
said: “the implementation of the production
maintenance plan from the South Pars gas
field is one of the most important priorities of
this company.”

South Pars gas field, which Iran shares with
Qatar in the Persian Gulf, is divided into 24
standard phases of development in the first
stage. Most of the phases are fully operational
at the moment.

South Pars Gas Company (SPGC) is in charge
of the refineries of the complex on shore,
while POGC operates the platforms of the field
offshore.

Earlier this year, a report published by the

Oil Ministry’s Planning Directorate showed
that the capacity of Iran’s daily natural gas
production exceeded 1000 mcm in the
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 20).

According to the report, the country’s
natural gas production capacity registered
the mentioned record for the first time in the
previous year when gas production from the
South Pars gas field increased by more than
four percent compared to the preceding year
(1399).

South Pars field covers an area of 9,700
square kilometers, 3,700 square kilometers of
which, called South Pars, are in Iran’s territorial
waters in the Persian Gulf. The remaining
6,000 square kilometers, called North Dome,
are situated in Qatar’s territorial waters.

Thefield is estimated to contain a significant
amount of natural gas, accounting for about
eight percent of the world’s reserves, and
approximately 18 billion barrels of condensate.

Transportation expo kicks off in Tehran

TEHRAN - The sixth Exhibition
of Transportation, Logistics, and
Related Industries kicked off at
Imam Khomeini Grand Prayer
Campus (Mosalla) on Sunday, IRNA
reported.

The opening ceremony of the
exhibition was attended by Transport
and Urban Development Minister
Mehrdad Bazrpash and his deputies.

Speaking at the opening ceremony,
Bazrpash mentioned his ministry’s

new approach to developing the
country’s transport industry, saying:
“The new approach of the Ministry of
Transport and Urban Development is
to make the transportation industry
more technological and people-
oriented, and in order to achieve
this goal, we need the help of young
experts and  knowledge-based
companies.”

The official noted that his ministry
will take all the necessary measures
to remove the obstacles in the way

of developing the transportation
industry, saying: ‘“Detecting the
challenges of the transportation
industry is essential in various
sectors including road, air, and
maritime.”

Bazrpash further underlined the
significance of the transportation
industry exhibition, saying that
holding such events is useful
for measuring the technological
capacity of the companies active in
the industry.

As reported, 311 state-owned and
private companies active in various
fieldsincluding road, sea, air, rail, and
transportation, road construction,
technical and civil engineering as
well as knowledge-based companies
and startups are presenting their
latest products and achievements in
this three-day exhibition.

Various specialized panels and

press conferences are scheduled to
be held on the sidelines of the event.

Exports from mining sector stand at $7.86b in 8 months

TEHRAN - Iran exported 30.3 million tons
of minerals and mining products worth $7.86
billion in the first eight months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-November 21),
the data released by the Industry, Mining and
Trade Ministry showed.

As reported, the eight-month export from
the mining sector rose one percent in terms of
weight, but dropped five percent in terms of
value year on year.

Iran exported around $10.532 billion of
minerals and mining products in the previous
Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended on March
20), registering an increase of 91 percent year
on year, an official with Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) has announced.

According to Head of TPO’s Minerals and
Mining Industries Desk Elaheh Mokri, the exports
amounted to 9.15 million tons in weight, showing
a 12-percent rise compared to the year 1399.

Steel ingot with $4.156 billion worth of exports

was the top exported item in the previous year,
followed by long steel products with $1.621billion,
copper cathodes with $1.357 billion, aluminum
ingots with $607 million, and flat-rolled steel
products with $494 million, zinc ingots with
S477 million, iron ore and concentrate with $280
million and sponge iron with $238 million worth
of exports, she said.

The above-mentioned products with a
total value of $9.230 billion accounted for
approximately 87.6 percent of the total exports
of metals and minerals in the year 1400, the
official said.

Having 81 different types of minerals, Iran is
one of the top 10 mineral-rich countries across
the globe. In this regard, the Iranian government
has been seriously pursuing several programs
for promoting the mining sector as a major
contributor to the country’s economic growth.

Iran’s proven iron ore reserves are 2.7 billion
tons, while the country’s copper reserves are 2.6
billion tons. The country also has 11 million tons

of zinc reserves.

The total proven reserves of Iran’s mines are
estimated at about 60 billion tons, which is
expected to reach more than 100 billion tons
with the implementation of the Industry, Mining,
and Trade Ministry’s exploration programs over
500,000 square kilometers of new mineral
zones.

Despite the country’s huge potential in
this area, due to some issues like the lack of
necessary machinery and equipment and the
lack of access to financial resources and foreign
investment because of the U.S. sanctions, the
Iranian mining sector has been struggling to
operate at its maximum capacity over the past
few years.

So, the government programs for promoting
this industry are mainly focused on relying on
domestic sources for helping the mining sector
overcome its current problems and hit its ideal
targets.

Iran, Ivory Coast to hold 2nd Joint Economic Committee meeting soon

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador to  future.

Ivory Coast Amir-Hossein Nikbin has

Nikbin made the announcement

IRNA reported.

“Holdingjointcommitteemeetings

commercial contracts.”

Ivory Coast is a country in West

announced the holding of the second
meeting of the two countries’ Joint
Economic Committee in the near

in @ meeting to review the ways of
developing trade and commercial
relations between the two countries,

is a suitable way for the development
of economic cooperation and to sign
memorandums, agreements and

Africa and nearly 43 percent of its
people are Muslims.



From page 1 » People in the
UK are resorting to these warm
banks because they are struggling
to heat their homes amid a rising
cost of living crisis and record
inflation levels.

According to the Warm Welcome
Campaign, there are more than
3,630 of these places.

And the number is rising by the
day.

This is something that has
never been witnessed before in
modern British history.

Soup charities exist everywhere
to help the homeless.

But warm banks to help regular
families escape the freezing
cold because they cannot afford
to pay their gas bills is a new
phenomenon.

The centers are being run by
local authorities and charities
that have opened them up to the
public across the country.

The organization is not alone in
setting up a website that mainly
consists of a map for people to
find the closest warm bank to
their home.

Activists firmly believe that
these websites “shouldn’t have to
exist”

At these centers, where heat
can be found, people can stay
warm or even conduct their work
instead of working from home.

The newly formed Warm
Welcome Campaign says, “The
cost-of-living crisis is already
affecting millions across the UK,
with many reporting they will be
unable to switch on the heating on
in the coming months. We believe
everyone should have a warm and
welcoming space to go to this
winter, which is why our network
of community organizations,
churches, libraries, businesses,
and other faith groups across the
UK have opened their doors to
provide exactly that.”

The organization has reported
16.4 million people in the UK
will be living in fuel poverty this
winter.

11,400 deaths are  caused
by cold homes with one in
ten excess winter deaths that
are attributable to fuel poverty.

Government abandons
vulnerable to fend forthemselves.

Children

Warm an ks;

the British long
for normal life

disproportionately benefit
the rich, children are
disproportionately affected by the
cost-of-living crisis.

Children living in cold homes
aremore likelyto experience
mental health problems, slower
physical growth and cognitive
development, and higher risks of
respiratory problems, long-term
ill- health, and disability.

Children living in cold homes
are twice as likely to suffer from
chest and breathing problems as
children living in warm homes.

£27,000 is the cost to the British
National Health Service every day
for children experiencing ill health
due to cold homes.

Disabled

Over a million disabled
households in the UK are said to
be in “serious financial difficulty”
amid the cost-of-living crisis.

Two out of threedisabled
households have already avoided
turning on their heating this year.

Households with a disabled
person present aremore than
twice as likely to be struggling.

Elderly

Cold homes have been found
to contribute to a 30% increase
in immortality in winter among
people aged 75 years or older.

Respiratory, cardiovascular, and
circulatory disease and poorer

to be directly linked to cold homes,
especially in older people.

Low-income households

The government’s energy price
freeze still leaves low-income
families facing a large gap
between the overallrise in the cost
of living and the support package
for families from Downing Street.

75% of households in
disadvantaged neighborhoods will
be in fuel poverty this winter, with
some neighborhoods reaching
close toevery householdin the
area.

Ethnic minorities

Are among other vulnerable
groups facing serious financial
difficulty and disproportionately
affected by the cost-of-living
crisis.

Black and minority ethnic
households will experience a 1.6
times higher average increase in
the cost of living than their white
counterparts.

Minority  ethnic  families
aretwice as likelyto face food
insecurity this winter.

While 1 in 5minority ethnic
households are currently food
insecure, in comparison, only 1
in 10 white households face food
insecurity.

Daniele Gardside is 35 years
old and a single mother of
two. Speaking to British media

while looking for work, she has
taken refuge at a “warm bank”
in the city of Coventry, about a
three-hour drive from the capital
London.

Like millions of others across
the country, studies show that
more than half of their monthly
income is used to pay for gas and
electricity bills.

“Sometimes | am afraid to turn
on the lights,” she says, “you don’'t
know how much it will cost you. |
am sick because of the cold”

The beginning of December
has seen a flurry of snow and ice
in the United Kingdom’s freezing
temperature in a large part of the
country.

“It is a very difficult period,
especially now that Christmas is
coming, | had to explain to the kids
that we won't be able to spend
much this year;” Daniele says,
adding that this stress is affecting
the family’s mental health.

One City Council, for example, is
distributing hot soup to visitors to
the public building every Thursday.

“Anyone can come and have
homemade soup and bagels. they
can stay as long as you want to
keep warm. It also helps them
feel less isolated or alone,” says
Jeanette Snook, vice chair of the
initiative’s organizing committee.

One IT developer has created
his own website listing warm
banks across the country.

Jason Baldry, 35, is maintaining
the website on a voluntary basis
along with a few friends and says
he spends most of his evenings
adding new warm banks to the
map.

He says, “l think there’s a
danger that we go a few winters
and energy prices stay as they are,
and it’s like this is normal. This
cannot be normal. This cannot be
what we accept.”

UK inflation peaked at 111% in
October, the highest in 40 years,
driven by a sharp rise in energy
and food prices.

The  country is  heavily
dependent on importers of oil,
gas, and coal, representing about
a third of its total needs.

This has made it highly exposed
to rising world energy prices.
London also imports a lot of food
products that have seen prices

As government tax cuts

mental health have all been found

she says that in recent months,

jump sharply as well.

Japan’s major turning point on defense policy

Japan has marked a critical milestone in efforts to
reshape its defense strategy, increase the national
defense spending, and allow Tokyo to acquire a
counterstrike missile capability.

On December 16, Japanese Prime Minister Kishida
Fumio’'s cabinet approved the nation’s three key
security documents, which willmark a major turning
point in Japan’s post-war policy of maintaining an
exclusively defense-oriented policy if realized. Japan
is in the process of returning to “a normal nation”
in the long run by allowing the nation’s possession
- and the possible use - of offensive capabilities to
strike against enemy missile bases in the event of an
armed attack on Tokyo.

Tokyo “is in the midst of the most severe and
complex security environment since World War 11’
pointed out the new National Security Strategy
(NSS), which is positioned at the top of the three
documents.

[t added that “under the vision of a Free and
Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP), it is vitally important for
Japan’s security to cooperate with allies and like-
minded countries to ensure peace and stability in
the region.” Those countries mentioned in the NSS
are the United States, Australia, India, the United
Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, Canada, New
Zealand, South Korea, and Southeast Asian nations,
among others.

The other two documents are the National
Defense Strategy (NDS) and the Defense Buildup
Program (DBP), which were approved along with
the NSS at the same time for the first time. Together,
these three documents will shape Japan's overall
strategy, defense policy, and defense acquisition
goals.

The NSS provides the nation’s highest-level
strategic guidance for diplomacy, defense, economic
security, technology, cyber, and intelligence over the
next decade. It has been revised for first time since
its establishment in December 2013.

The NDS, formally known as the National Defense
Program Guidelines, sets defense objectives and
presents ways and means to achieve the objectives.
The NDS has come in line with the US. Defense

Department’s naming convention this time.

The DBP, known earlier as the Medium-
Term Defense Program, lays out total defense
expenditures and procurement volumes for major
equipment for the next five to 10 years.

The DBP document will see Japan increase
defense spending to 43 trillion yen ($314 billion)
from fiscal year 2023 to 2027. This is a 56.5 percent
increase from the 2747 trillion yen in the current
five-year plan, which covers fiscal year 2019 to
2023. This will increase Japan's defense spending
to the NATO standard of 2 percent of the national
GDP in 2027 ? following Kishida's instructions to
his defense and finance ministers to do so in late
November.

The increased defense spending will allow Japan
to acquire many standoff missiles that can be
used for counterforce strike, including US-made
Tomahawk cruise missiles.

Is this a departure from Japan's exclusively
defense-oriented policy?

As a reason for acquiring such a counterstrike
capability, government officials stressed that missile
strike capabilities in the region have significantly
improved in both qualitative and quantitative terms,
so Tokyo has been forced to enhance its missile
defense capabilities. If Japan continues to rely only
upon ballistic missile defenses (BMD), officials said,
it will become increasingly difficult for Japan to fully
address missile threats with its existing missile
defense network alone.

Government officials also stressed that a
counterstrike capability is within the scope of the
pacifist Japanese Constitution and international
law, and will not change the concept of exclusively
defense-oriented policy, called senshu boei in
Japanese. They also pointed out that any offensive
capability will be used only if a situation fulfills the
so-called Three New Conditions for use of force.
There will be no change in Japan's prohibition on
preemptive strikes.

The three conditions for Tokyo's use of
counterstrike missiles are: When an armed attack
against Japan or a foreign country that is in a close

relationship with Tokyo threatens Japan's national
survival, if there are no other appropriate measures
toremove the threat, and if the use of force is limited
to a minimum necessity.

Is China a threat?

The biggest focus of the three security documents
is how to deal with a rising China. How will Japan
defend itself in the face of China’s rapid military
rise? How much defense capability and defense
budget will Japan need to confront China? Those are
the fundamental questions behind the documents,
although never explicitly stated there.

The updated language of the NSS describes
China as “the biggest strategic challenge” for Japan,
while the 2013 version of the NSS only called China’s
actions an “issue of concern to the international
community.”

Notably, Japan avoided specifying China as a
“threat” even in the updated documents. A major
reason for that is the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party’s political consideration for its junior coalition
partner, Komeito, which is backed by Soka Gakkai,
Japan’s largest lay Buddhist group. Historically, this
religious organization has strong ties with Beijing
as it helped lay the groundwork for then-Prime
Minister Tanaka Kakuei and his foreign minister,
Ohira Masayoshi, to normalize diplomatic relations
with Chinain 1972,

In addition, Kishida, who heads the Kochikai
faction of the LDP - traditionally more dovish and
pro-engagement with Japan's neighbors - has
repeatedly said, “Itis important to build constructive
and stable relations with China.”

The language used for China sharply contrasts
with the fact that the NSS this time describes North
Korea as “an even more grave and imminent threat
to Japan’s national security than ever before.”

At the pre-release press briefing held on
December 13, | asked the question: “Why didn’t you
specify China as a threat?”

In response, a senior official from the Cabinet
Secretariat stressed that the Japanese government
needs to look at China from multiple perspectives.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Croatiarejects
joining EU mission
of Ukrainian military
support

Croatian lawmakers on Friday narrowly rejected
a proposal the country should join an EU mission
in support of the Ukrainian military after hours of
heated debate reflecting deep divisions between
the premier and the country’s president.

A majority of two-thirds was needed to agree
with the proposal that would have included allowing
up to 100 Ukrainian troops to be trained in Croatia
over the next two years, which President Zoran
Milanovic who is the supreme commander of the
Croatian armed forces, opposed.

Of the 107 who voted in the 151-seat parliament,
97 supported it. Ten voted against.

Opposition deputies said they did not want
to become hostages to the top leaders’ political
disagreement and said the constitution does not
envisage parliamentary votes on matters normally
approved by the president in agreement with the
government.

In response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine began
in February, the European Union agreed in October
to set up the Military Assistance Mission in support
of Ukraine (EUMAM Ukraine) and appointed a Polish
general to lead training that will mostly take place
in Poland.

Milanovic declined to consider the government
proposal for Croatia to join the EUMAM Ukraine. He
said Croatia should not be involved in the war and
that the proposal would violate the constitution
because it failed to clarify the basis for declaring
Ukraine an ally, given that it is not a member of the
EU or of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

The government then sent the proposal to
the parliament, hoping to secure the two-thirds
majority needed to pass decisions on military
matters.

“The participation in this military mission is just
a consistent, principled, and rational decision of
Croatia, in its national interest” Prime Minister
Andrej Plenkovic said ahead of the vote, dismissing
criticism that legal procedures had been violated.

UK rail operators face
steep budget cuts
nextyear

Railway companies are drawing up plans for
double-digit budget cuts next year, raising the
prospect of fewer trains on Britain’s rail network as
the industry grapples with a decline in revenue since
the coronavirus pandemic.

The Department for Transport, which controls the
railway’s finances, has told train operators they will
need to reduce spending, according to three people
familiar with the matter.

Budget cuts of more than 10 percent were being
discussed, although the exact amount may differ
from company to company, and some operators
may not face such steep reductions, two people
said.

Train company executives said that fewer train
services were an inevitable consequence of the
budgets being drawn up.

“These are very, very demanding cost reductions
we fear will have an impact on the railway and on
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passenger experience,” another said.

Train operators are preparing their budgets for
the financial year beginning in April 2023 under
instruction from the DfT, which assumed all cost
and revenue risk from the industry when Covid led
to a near-instant collapse in passenger numbers in
March 2020.

North Korea fires
ballistic missiles toward
sea off east coast

North Korea has fired two medium-range
ballistic missiles toward the sea off the east coast
of the Korean Peninsula, according to South Korean
and Japanese officials.

South Korea's Joint Chief of Staff said the
launches, fired about 50 minutes apart, took place
from North Korea’s Tongchang-ri area on Sunday
morning but gave no further details.

The Japanese defense ministry said the missiles
flew to an altitude of 550km (342 miles) and
covered a range of 250km (155 miles).

Japan’s Vice Defense Minister Toshiro Ino said
the missiles appeared to have landed outside the
country’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and there
had been no reports of damage so far.

The latest launches come three days after
Pyongyang said it tested a “high-thrust solid-fuel
motor” engine, which experts said would allow
quicker and more mobile launches of its ballistic
missile arsenals.

The test of the new missile engine was overseen
by North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and conducted
at the Sohae Satellite Launching Ground in
Tongchang-ri, which has been used to test missile
technologies, including rocket engines and space
launch vehicles, according to state media.

In recent months, North Korea has test-fired
a barrage of nuclear-capable ballistic missiles,
including last month’s launch of its developmental,
longest-range liquid-fueled Hwasong-17 ICBM,
which is designed to carry multiple warheads and
has been dubbed the “monster missile”.

Hunger levels in West,
Central Africa set to hit
all-time high

The number of people struggling to get enough
food in West and Central Africa is expected to rise
to an all-time high of 48 million by mid-2023, the
United Nations said on Friday.

About 35 million people - or about 8% of the
assessed population - are suffering from “food
insecurity” across the region, according to an
analysis by an alliance of UN agencies.

Many countries have been hit by a combination
of conflict, climate change, and rising prices. Floods
this year have been particularly bad in Chad and
Nigeria.

The countries with the highest hunger levels are
Mali, Burkina Faso, and Nigeria, according to the
World Food Programme (WFP). All three are battling
Islamist insurgencies that have displaced millions of
people.

In certain pockets, such as the department of
Gorom-Gorom in northern Burkina Faso, 20% of the
population is malnourished, the agency said.
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Tribal tourism still untapped

potential in Fars

From Page 1» Tribetourism, also knownas ethno-
tourism or ethnic tourism, provides the ground for
potential sightseers to feel like indigenous people
by living with a nomad or rural family or enjoying
an independent stay. However, as the name implies,
it's a trip for recreational purposes rather than an
expedition for anthropological research.

Experts say this branch of tourism has gained a
lot of support and attention in the country over the
past couple of years. Many tour operators believe
that tribal regions could be deemed as the legacy
of human authenticity in their novel cultural and
human aspects.

Iran has a culturally diverse society dominated
by a wide range of interethnic relations. Native
speakers of Persian (Farsi language) are considered
as the predominant ethnic generally of mixed
ancestry, and the country has important Turkic,

Kurd, and Arab elements in addition to the Lurs,
Baloch, Bakhtiari, and other smaller minorities such
as Armenians, Assyrians, and Jews. Persians, Kurds,
and speakers of other Indo-European languages in
Iran are descendants of the Aryan tribes who began
migrating from Central Asia into what is now Iran in
the second millennium BC.

Kish Island holds meeting on

assessable tourism

TEHRAN - A host of travel insiders, including
physically challenged people, have discussed ways
to promote assessable tourism on Kish Island.

On Friday, Kish Island hosted a workshop on
assessable tourism attended by tour operators,
tour guides, local officials, and some disabled
people, CHTN reported.

Introduced by the United Nations World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), the creation of
the international “Accessible Tourism Destination”
aims to make sure that a destination can be enjoyed
by any tourist, including physically impaired people.

The UNWTO Recommendations on Accessible

Tourism for All are meant to be used as a general,
basic mainstreaming framework for ensuring
that people with disabilities have access to the
physical environment, the transportation system,
information, and communications channels, as well
as to a wide range of public facilities and services.

According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), 15% of the world’s population (1 billion
people) lives with some form of disability.

In addition to the disabled, accessibility is also
of paramount importance when it comes to the
rights of the world’s aging population. As we get
older, the chance of a permanent or temporary
disability increases dramatically. Accessibility is
a key element of any responsible and sustainable
development policy that benefits not only people
with disabilities but also society as a whole.

Over the past couple of decades, Kish has
become a beach resort where visitors can enjoy
the sea, sand, and the sun in a relaxed atmosphere.
The island is home to a free-trade-zone area, with
ever-growing hotels, shopping centers, apartment
blocks, and retail complexes dominating the once-
empty desert landscape.

Peshawar exhibition explores Iran,
Pakistan common heritage

TEHRAN - A permanent exhibition dedicated
to the common cultural heritage of Iran and
Pakistan has opened its door to the public in the
Pakistani city of Peshawar, Mehr reported on
Sunday.

The exhibit showcases a selection of 14 pictures
of historical monuments and inscriptions bearing
verses by Persian poets in Multan, Lahore,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi, and Peshawar, said the
curator of the exhibit Morteza Rezvanifar.

One of the beautiful features of culture and
architecture in many countries, especially those
on the three main continents of Asia, Africa, and
Europe, is the presence of Persian in historical
inscriptions, which also reflect the interaction
between Islamic mysticism and Persian poetry in
these regions, he explained.

The cities of Peshawar, Lahore, and Multan
in Pakistan have been the three centers for the

spreading of the Persian language in the region
and also in Far Asia, he noted.

Therefore, these cities possess inscriptions
of Iranian poems and architectural models of
Iranian style, he stated.

Organized by Iran’s cultural office in
collaboration with Peshawar’s Edwardes College,
the exhibit aims to promote peace and dialogue
between Iranian and Pakistani youth by showing
the common cultural roots between the two
countries, he added.

Persian language, also called Farsi, is a
member of the Iranian branch of the Indo-
Iranian language family. Old Persian, spoken until
approximately the 3rd century BC, is attested by
numerous inscriptions written in cuneiform, the
most notable of which is the great monument of
Darius | at Bisotun, western Iran.

UNESCO sites at a glance

Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is a site of
remarkable variety and beauty on the
northeast coast of Australia. It contains the
world’s largest collection of coral reefs, with
400 types of coral, 1,500 species of fish and
4,000 types of molluscs. It also holds great
scientific interest as the habitat of species
such as the dugong (‘sea cow’) and the large
green turtle, which are threatened with
extinction.

Practically the entire ecosystem was
inscribed as World Heritage in 1981, covering
an area of 348,000 square kilometres.

The Great Barrier Reef (hereafter referred

to as GBR) includes extensive cross-shelf
diversity, stretching from the low water
mark along the mainland coast up to 250
kilometres offshore.

A new travel trend is taking off, Ramsar
tourism chief says

TEHRAN - Ramsar tourism
chief has said a new travel trend
is taking off across the lush green
county sandwiched between
the lower slopes of the Alborz
Mountains and the Caspian Sea in
northern Iran.

Many agricultural farms in
Ramsar have high potential to be
promoted as tourist destinations...
And, it is a way to safeguard those
lands [for future generations],
Nader Saharkhiz said on Sunday.

Ramsarembraces amagnificent
variety of gardens and farms and
paddy fields, the official said.

Agritourism has long been an
established practice in countries
promoting it for many years. It
is a voluntary sector beneficial
both for sightseers and the
local communities, the official
explained.

Saharkhiz said the stay of
sightseers can be prolonged in
farms and gardens such as citrus,
hazelnut, and cherry orchards if
they are equipped with tourist
facilities.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the

official considered Ramsar a
prosperous travel destination
all year round, adding “Ramsar
attracts more than one million
travelers, which yields a great
opportunity to retain sustainable
tourism.”

In recent years, an increasing
number of travelers are looking
for something different such as
spending a day in the tranquil
countryside, picking fresh fruits,

watching rice grow, fishing by the
seaside, eating traditional dishes,
or even staying with locals.

Iranian  countryside areas
have traditionally been a place
of production, dominated by
farming, but changes in farming
practices, mechanization, and
the influences of globalization
have deeply affected the fabric
of its rural communities, which
have increasingly shifted from

being production spaces to
consumption spaces, in which
tourism plays an important role.

The  World  Tourism
Organization sees rural tourism
as a type of activity in which the
visitor’s experience is related to a
wide range of products generally
linked to nature-based activities,
agriculture, rural lifestyle,
culture, angling, and sightseeing.
Such tourism also possesses
characteristics such as low
population density, a landscape
dominated by agriculture and
forestry, as well as traditional
social structure and lifestyle.

The UN body aims to turn the
spotlight on the “uniqueness” of
each village to make tourism a
means for further development in
rural areas. “We want to recognize
the uniqueness of each village
and showcase the best initiatives
to make tourism a means for a
better future in rural areas. As
we restart tourism, we work to
ensure that we leave no one - and
no village- behind,” according to
UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab
Pololikashvili.

A joyous reunion in celebration of autumn gold

From Page 1 » According to organizers,
the festival was designed to combine delicate
scenes of fall foliage with Persian cultural
heritage in an innovative approach, Mehr
reported.

The 50-ha park showcased arrays of
handmade textiles, woodwork, potteries,
personal ornamentations, and local dishes.

Moreover, it hosted live performances,
traditional spreads for the UNESCO-registered
Yalda Night, as well as fun hobbies such as face
paint masks for kids, to name a few.

For color enthusiasts, finding autumn gold is
highly rewarding when heart-shaped leaves go
glorious red, orange, and yellow.

From another angle, fall is possibly one
of the most significant seasons in Iranian
culture. Persian poetry and fiction frequently
address the glow of sunsets, melancholy, and

an overwhelming sense of nostalgia. In Iran,
there is a proverb that reads, “Autumn is the
spring of love”

Poets and writers have long drawn
inspiration from the changing seasons.
Classical Persian poets frequently used
metaphors like maturation, the abundance of
the harvest, or the end of life when describing
autumn. As an illustration, the renowned
Persian poet Rumi from the 13th century
used autumn as a mystical allegory for death.
Additionally, Mehdi Akhavan-Saales, a modern
Iranian poet, referred to autumn as “the king
of all seasons”

Iran is one of the few countries where
seasonal changes can be observed and felt,
providing a variety of vacation options for
nature lovers. The country is brimming with
autumn foliage spots to celebrate rainbows of
splendor against the snowcapped mountains,

lush meadows, urban terrains, or golden
rolling hills as the temperatures have started
to drop.

The ancient land has a long fall color season
that lasts at least until December due to
its vast size, varied terrain, diversity of tree
species and exceptional microclimates.

Developing ecotourism contributes to Abu Musa Island’s tourism prosperity

TEHRAN --It is important for
the Persian Gulf island of Abu
Musa, southern  Hormozgan
province, to develop ecotourism
in order to prosper as a tourist
destination, an official with the
tourism ministry has said.

To achieve economic prosperity
and earn income for the residents
and natives of the island, the
tourism industry needs to be
developed and there needs to be
an increase in accommodation
centers and eco-lodge units,
Javad Vahedi explained on
Saturday.

Abu Musa Island has an
excellent capacity to attract
domestic and foreign tourists due
to its beauty and unique location,
the official added.

In this regard, the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts is determined to
strengthen the maritime tourism,
food tourism, ecotourism, as

well as handlcrafts sector on the
island, he mentioned.

With an area of 12.8 square

kilometers, Abu Musa Island
enjoys a warm and humid climate
as well as a variety of plants and
marine life.

The Abu Musa, along with
two other Iranian islands of
Greater and Lesser Tunb, sit near
important oil shipping channels
at the mouth of the strategic
Strait of Hormuz in the Persian
Gulf.

Bordering the Persian Gulf

and the Gulf of Oman on the
south and bounded by Bushehr
and Fars provinces on the west
and northwest, Kerman on the
east and northeast, and Sistan-
Baluchestan on the southeast,
Hormozgan is widely renowned
for having incredible culture and
heritage, stunning sceneries, and
above all its warm and hospitable
people.

It embraces arrays of islands
among which Kish, Hormuz,
Hengam, and Qeshm are the most
popular ones and top tourist
destinations in the southernmost
parts of the country.

Over the past couple of
decades, the coral Kish Island
has become a beach resort where
visitors can swim, shop, and
sample a laid-back and relatively
liberated local lifestyle. It is home
to free-trade-zone status, with
ever-growing hotels, shopping
centers, apartment blocks, and

retail complexes.

Hormugz, which is mostly barren
and hilly, is situated some eight
kilometers off the coast of the
Strait of Hormuz, which attracts
many tourists through its colorful
mountains, silver sand shores,
and great local people.

Hengam Island has scenery on
rocky shores, serene sunsets, and
kind natives, which can attract
travelers who enjoy a relaxing trip
by spending time on this tranquil
island.

Qeshm Island is heaven for
eco-tourists as it embraces wide-
ranging attractions such as the
Hara marine forests and about
60 villages dotted mostly across
its rocky coastlines. The island
also features geologically eye-
catching canyons, hills, caves,
and valleys, most of which are
protected as part of the UNESCO-
tagged Qeshm Island Geopark,
itself a haven for nature lovers.

Iran eyes UNESCO status for Persian, Kurdish horse

TEHRAN - Iran is developing a dossier for its
Persian, Kurdish horse, also known as the Kurd
horse, for a possible inscription on the UNESCO
World Heritage list.

Despite the Kurd horse’s origin goes back to
the western Iranian province of Kermanshah, it
may be registered internationally because it is
also bred in the Kurdish regions of Iraq, Turkey,
and Syria, the Kermanshah tourism chief said
on Sunday.

As part of the process to include Kurd
horses on the intangible world heritage list,
this dossier is being prepared under the title of
knowledge and skill for breeding and keeping
Kurd horses, Mohammadreza Soheili added.

A festival dedicated to this horse breed is
scheduled to be held in the province in the near
future, the official noted.

The Persian, Kurdish horse constitutes a
group of horses traditionally bred and used by
Kurdish People who have lived and occupied
today’s western provinces of Iran for several
millennia.

The breed originates from western Iran,
where the mountainous topography and
moderately cold climate have sculpted a
unique horse population resistant to harsh
environmental conditions.

Kermanshah embraces a variety of awe-
inspiring historical sites, including Tag-e
Bostan and the UNESCO-registered Bisotun.

Inscribed into the base of a towering
cliff, Tag-e Bostan comprises extraordinary
Sassanian bas-reliefs of ancient victorious
kings to divide opinions. Late afternoon is the

best time to visit, as the cliff turns a brilliant
orange in the setting sun, which then dies
poetically on the far side of the duck pond.

Bisotun is a patchwork of immense yet
impressive life-size carvings depicting king
Darius | and several other figures. UNESCO has
it that Bisotun bears outstanding testimony
to the important interchange of human
values in the development of monumental art
and writing, reflecting ancient traditions in
monumental bas-reliefs.

Kermanshah was founded in the 4th century
CE by Bahram IV of the Sassanid dynasty.
Conquered by the Arabs in 640, it was called
Qirmasin (Qirmashin). Under the Seljuk rule
in the 11th century, it was the chief town of
Kordestan. The Safavids (ruled 1501-1736)
fortified the town, and the Qajars repulsed an
attack by the Turks during Fath Ali Shah’s rule
(1797-1834). Occupied by the Turkish army in
1915 during World War |, it was evacuated in
1917. The construction of a road in the 1950s
over the age-old Khorasan track added
considerably to the importance of the city.



TEHRAN - The first regional climate
center (RCC) in West Asia and the fifth
regional climate center of the Asian
continent will be established in Iran
with the support of the World Meteo-
rological Organization (WMO).

RCCs are centers of excellence
that strengthen the capacity of WMO
Members in each region to deliver
the best climate services to national
users.

RCC regional products include
climate data sets, monitoring prod-
ucts, and long-range forecasts.

Being the second international
meteorological center established in
the last 63 years in Iran, it will be set
up 11 years after the announcement
of Iran’s request.

The regional climate centers have
so far been set up in China, Japan,
South Korea, and India.

RCCs are the middle tier in a three-

tiered WMO operational infrastruc-
ture that supports National Meteo-

Iran to host
WMO regional

climate center

rological and Hydrological Services
(NMHSs) to generate and deliver
up-to-date climate information and
products for climate services.

Regional climate
center products
include data
sets, monitoring
products, and
long-range
forecasts.

RCCs and NMHSs are supported by
WMO-designated Global Producing
Centers for Long-Range Forecasts
(GPCLRFs), which have been estab-
lished to provide a range of global
long-range forecasting products.
RCCs are being implemented across
all WMO regional associations.

Plan on vaccination, screening of foreign nationals to be launched

-

TEHRAN - A plan to complete the vaccination
and screening of foreign nationals living in Iran
will be piloted in Kish Island on December 22 for
three months, the head of Kish health center
has announced.

The plan will be implemented with the co-
operation of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees and the UNICEF Disease
Management Center, IRIB quoted Mohammad
Reza Rezania as saying on Sunday.

Giving the polio vaccine to children under 15
years old, injecting measles and rubella vac-
cines in children aged 9 months to 15 years,
screening for tuberculosis in people aged 12 and
above, and providing vitamin A supplements to
children under 5 years old are some parts of the
plan, he explained.

The plan will also be expanded across the
country, so that foreign nationals can refer to
the clinics to receive the vaccines and screen-
ing, he concluded.

In May, it was announced that all foreign im-
migrants and refugees under the age of five
would be vaccinated against polio and measles.
Children under the age of five and foreign immi-
grants will be inoculated through door-to-door

visits in high-risk areas across the country.

The measles vaccination program in Iran
started in 1984 when 34 percent of the popu-
lation was vaccinated in the first year and 90 to
95 percent of the population after 6 years. Also
in 2003, 33 million people were vaccinated with
a national program to eradicate measles in the
country.

Concerns about the spread of measles in the
country are growing as the Afghan population
grows.

Polio is a highly infectious viral disease that
largely affects children under 5 years of age.

The plan will be
implemented with
the cooperation of the
United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
and the UNICEF Disease
Management Center.

Don’t forget to ‘donate blood’ in

The virus is transmitted by person-to-person
spread mainly through the fecal-oral route or,
less frequently, by a common vehicle (e.g. con-
taminated water or food) and multiplies in the
intestine, from where it can invade the nervous
system and cause paralysis.

Measles is caused by a virus in the paramyxo-
virus family and it is normally passed through
direct contact and through the air. The virus
infects the respiratory tract, then spreads
throughout the body. Measles is a human dis-
ease and is not known to occur in animals.

More than 140,000 people died from measles
in 2018 - mostly children under the age of 5
years, despite the availability of a safe and ef-
fective vaccine.

TEHRAN - Every year, with the
onset of the cold season and air
pollution, the blood donation rate
decreases, while the need for blood
is constant and those who need
blood should not be forgotten on
the cold days.

In the cold season, the number
of blood donors decline, and con-
sidering the constant need for
blood and blood products, it is nec-
essary for people to donate blood
more in winter.

All blood groups are needed at
all times, but people with negative
blood types, especially O negative,
should include blood donation in
their life plans more than others in
the cold season of the year.

In times of various incidents
such as traffic-related accidents,
burns, and surgeries, there is an
urgent need for blood.

Also, pregnant women during
childbirth, babies, and especially
premature babies who suffer from
jaundice need blood, and on the
other hand, cancer patients who
are undergoing chemotherapy or

on foreign nationals in Iran

radiation therapy are also in need
of blood and blood products.

Patients with thalassemia,
cancer, dialysis patients, and he-
mophiliacs need to receive blood
products on a continuous basis,
so that, regular blood donation is
necessary.

Patients with
thalassemia, cancer,
dialysis patients,
and hemophiliacs
need to receive
blood products on a
continuous basis.

Blood donation in Iran

According to the reports pro-
vided by the World Health Organi-
zation, Iran competes with Europe
and the U.S. in blood donation indi-
ces, even outpacing them in one or
two cases.

Iran is among the countries of the
Eastern Mediterranean region as a
reference in the field of blood dona-
tion activities.

While blood donation in 70 coun-
tries still depends on replacement
or paid donors, Iran is the first
country in the region that has en-
joyed voluntary blood donation by
100 percent since 2007.

More than 85 percent of all do-
nated blood worldwide is used to
produce blood products, while the
rate is 65 percent in Eastern Med-
iterranean countries. Iran ranks
among the highest-income coun-
tries in terms of converting more
than 97 percent of the blood do-
nated by people to plasma-derived
medicinal products (PDMP).

Only 55 of 171 countries produce

ENGLISH IN USE

COVID-19 takes lowest toll

cold season

PDMP through the fractionation of
plasma collected in the reporting
country. A total of 90 countries re-
ported that all PDMPs are imported,
16 countries reported that no PDMP
was used during the reporting peri-
od, and 10 countries did not respond
to the question, according to WHO.

Iran currently has the highest
blood donation rate in the Eastern
Mediterranean region, so out of 9.9
million blood donation units in this
region, more than two million be-
longs to Iran.

Also, the index of blood donation
is 25 per 1,000 populations, while in
the member states of the Eastern
Mediterranean region, this number
is 14.9 per 1000.

Over 21 million Iranians donate
blood annually, Bashir Haji-Beigi,
the former Blood Transfusion Or-
ganization spokesman, said in June.

There are currently 178 blood do-
nation centers in the country, with
Fars, Khorasan Razavi, Khuzestan,
Tehran, and Mazandaran provinces
having the largest number of blood
donation centers, he stated.
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Straight Truth

Iran vaccine puts U.S. biosecurity at risk

From page 1 » Developed by the Razi Vaccine
and Serum Research Institute, Razi Cov Pars nasal
vaccine is the second Iranian-made vaccine that
started the clinical trial in February 2021.

The vaccine is protein-based, which employs re-
combinant versions of the spike protein and tutors
the immune system against the virus by produc-
ing antibodies.

The vaccine has obtained the permit to be in-
jected as a booster dose for all vaccines available
in the country.

Razi Cov Pars, as a booster dose, can increase
the antibody 16 times among those who have re-
ceived various vaccines such as Sinopharm, Astra-
Zeneca, and Sputnik.

In addition to Iran, China already has a Covid
vaccine that's ingested through the mouth.

Meanwhile, India and Russia have authorized
nasal vaccines. Officials say the US. could find
itself at a global disadvantage, particularly if a
deadlier variant emerges. Without a nasal vaccine,
the U.S. edge in fighting Covid is on the line.

Iran is one of the few countries that has all
vaccine production platforms, Mohammad Reza
Shanehsaz, former head of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, said in June 2021.

Besides Razi Cov Pars, Iran has so far produced

some other coronavirus vaccines domestically.

Made by researchers at the Headquarters for
Executing the Order of the Imam, Coviran Barkat
was the first Iranian vaccine that was unveiled on
December 29, 2020, and received the license for
public use on June 14.

Moreover, the Iranian-Australian Spikogen
vaccine and Pastu Covac, developed jointly by the
Pasteur Institute of Iran and Cuba’s Finlay Vaccine
Institute, are other vaccines, which have received
the license for injection.

Iran has been able to reduce the COVID mor-
talities from 700 cases to less than 10, and this
successful experience of the Islamic Republic was
made known in the seventy-fifth session of the
World Health Assembly, Health Minister Bahram
Einollahi said on May 27.

RAMSAR SITES IN IRAN

Part 21
Gomishan Lagoon

Gomishan Lagoon in the northern Golestan
province measures 17,700 ha. It is a coastal la-
goon at the extreme southeast of the Caspian
Sea, at the edge of the Turkmen steppe, sepa-
rated from the sea by a narrow sandy barrier
which is frequently overrun by the sea.

The site supports three IUCN Red List vulnera-
ble species of waterbirds, i.e., Pelecanus crispus,
Aythya nyroca, and Vanellus gregarious, as well
as the vulnerable mammal Phoca (Pusa) capsica.

It is also an important staging area for the
fish subspecies Rutilus rutilus caspicas. More
than 20,000 waterbirds have been observed
in the most recent 13 years of censuses, and
more than 20 species of waterbirds surpass
the 1% threshold, and 15 fish species depend
upon the site as an important source of food.

The government-owned area provides for
fishing and hunting, and some livestock graz-
ing, for some 40,000 inhabitants of the region,
in parts of the site and its catchment.

Caspian Sea-level fluctuations have had
some adverse effects. A Ramsar SGF-funded
study has provided vital management infor-
mation on species populations.

Overview

It is a coastal lagoon in the extreme south-
ern part of eastern coast of Caspian Sea, which
is situated in western border of Turkmen
Steppe plains.

The Wetland is separated from the Sea only
by a very narrow sandy barrier, which in some
points is too low to make the Wetland separate
from the Sea. Average depth of the Wetland is
one meter.

Justification of Ramsar criteria

The wetland is a coastal lagoon in the ex-
treme southern part of Caspian Sea, which

is situated in western border of Turkmen
Steppe Plains.

The wetland consists of 3 ecological fea-
tures, each one as a ribbon north to south,
close to the other one. The eastern one, with
shallow water, from O to 0.5-meter depth,
is laying to the extreme western part of the
Turkmen Steppe plain, with salt soil.

The geological structure of this region is
from Cenozoic (Pliocene - Quaternary) and
mainly consists of silty and sandy sediments,
which is transported from the Caspian Sea.

Deeper materials, under the sediments, are
lime stone, sand and shiest. Generally, the
Gomishan coastal Lagoon is a low land beach
with the slope less than 1%.

The Wetland supports 3 Vulnerable Wa-
terfowls species. These birds and their vul-
nerability, according to the world Red List
of Threatened Animals (IUCN, 1996) are as
follow: Pelecanus crispus (VU21C2a), Aythya
nyroca (VU21A2acd), Vanellus gregarious
(VU21A%1acC1+2a).

The Vulnerable mammal: Phoca (Pusa) caspi-
ca (VU152 B1+2e) is also seen in the Wetland.

According to the recent 13 years mid-winter
water birds censuses, the wetland has regu-
larly supported more than 20000 waterbirds.

The wetland is an important source of food
for 15 fish species. The Wetland is also an im-
portant migratory path on which the fish subs
- species Rutilus rutilus caspicus depends.

Source: Ramsar.org
To be continued

k COVID-19 UPDATES ON DECEMBER 18
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Iran had the lowest coronavirus cases and mortality among refugees

and foreign nationals compared to the population it is hosting, Mehdi
Mahmoudi, Director of Citizens and Immigrants Affairs of the Ministry

of Interior has said.

Referring to the measures taken for non-Iranian citizens during the
pandemic, he said that since the very beginning, when the country
became infected with the disease, the community of foreign nationals
in our country was no exception to this issue, and prevention programs

and necessary measures have been taken for this group.

“We identified foreign nationals in need and tried to provide them
with livelihood assistance, as well as health packages and self-

protective items needed to prevent the infection,” he explained.

He further added that every year about 800,000 illegal foreign

nationals are arrested and deported.
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New cases

New deaths

Total cases

Total deaths

New hospitalized patients
Patients in critical condition
Total recovered patients

Diagnostic tests conducted

Doses of vaccine injected

55
3
7,560,444
144,664
26
74
7,335,710

54,681,450

155,098,149
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

The people whom | hate the most and who are the farthest from
me on the Day of Judgment are those who talk uselessly, and those
who put down others, and those who show off when they talk.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:01 Evening: 17:14

Dawn: 5:39 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 7:10 (tomorrow)

Architecture: Sassanid Period

Part 4

Most surviving fortresses served as
isolated strongholds or protection for cities;
this abundant but scarcely explored military
architecture gives some insight into the
Sassanid social hierarchy.

Examples of the regular, generally square,
Roman-type fort with rounded bastions are
found in Harsin, Qasr-e Shirin, Siraf, and at
several Mesopotamian sites.

More frequent are irregular fortresses on
strategically important heights; these usually
have straight curtains between rounded
bastions, as at Firuzabad, Bishapur, Turang
Tepe, and the “Atashgah” at Isfahan.

Territorial defense lines are known from
literary tradition and archeological evidence,
such as the ditch of Shapur Il west of the
Euphrates, the limes of Sistan, the walls of
Darband from the Caspian into the Caucasus,
the wall of Tammisha from the bay of Gorgan/
Astarabad to the Elburz, and the wall of
Alexander north of the Gorgan river, although
the last may date back to Parthian times.

(¢) Funerary, commemorative, and
rock architecture: The remarkable lack
of monumental funeral architecture may
be explained by Zoroastrian religious
prescriptions restricting burial rites to
exposure of the dead and a possible but not
necessary preservation of the bones in bone
receptacles, or astodans.

Rock-cut exposure platforms and small
cavities for preserving the bones are known
mainly from southern Iran, notably around
Estakhr and Bishapur, where the huge grotto
with the statue of Shapur | is interpreted as
his tomb.

Ritual texts describe astodans as
freestanding buildings, a type possibly
represented by a bone burial in a fortification
tower in Shahr-e Qumes and by the tower of
Nurabad. Rock-cut tombs on the island of
Kharg seem to belong at least partly to non-
Zoroastrian communities.

Some commemorative or triumphal
monuments are identified by inscriptions.
The Syro-Roman-influenced twin-column
monument in Bishapur was dedicated to
Shapur .

The tower-like monument of Paykuli
celebrates the victory of Narseh over his
rivals. Thereis as yet no definitive explanation
for the late Sassanid Tag-e Gerra, a small
ayvan building with a Syro-Roman archivolt,
or for a freestanding gateway building
outside the wall of Bishapur.

The tower in the center of Ardashir-khorra,
which possibly carried a hall with the king’s
seat or his fire, may symbolize God-given
royalty.

The late Sassanid Tag-e Bostan, an ayvan-like
artificial grotto, is linked by its monumentality
with official Sassanid architecture, and by
its decoration with the tradition of Sassanid
rock reliefs. It may be related to other, partly
unfinished rock monuments, such as those at
Bisotun and Harsin.

(f) Civil engineering architecture: The
centralized Sassanid government enabled
the realization of large-scale community
projects such as road communications,
bridges, irrigation, and drainage systems,
most of which utilized the technical skill and
manpower of Roman prisoners of war.

Many bridges (e.g. Khuestan and Lorestan,
Firuzabad, Bishapur, and Bisotun) show
Roman-style dressed masonry with iron
clamps at their preserved piers, which are
generally rectangular with a triangular prism
upstream; the arched superstructures are
mostly destroyed.

Bridges were frequently constructed as
weirs for irrigation and constituted the
starting point of far-reaching canal systems,
as at Shushtar and Dezful. Aqueducts were
carried on walls or bridges, and the use of
syphon tunnels seems to have been known.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
Concluded.

Architecture: Central Asia

Part1

Architecture in Central Asia dates back to the
late Neolithic period (6th-5th millennia BC).

In such settlements of Turkmenistan
as Pessenjik Tepe and Jeytun, the typical
buildings are one-family houses with a hearth
and a special place for worship.

The walls were made of lumps of raw clay and
roofed with beams. Walls and floors were often
painted. Fragments of pictorial wall painting
have been discovered in Pessenijik Tepe.

The settlements of Anaw I, Qara Tepe, and
Geoksur attest that multi-family houses with
many rooms were built during the Neolithic
period (4th-3rd millennia BC); some rooms
were decorated with wall paintings.

Protourban complexes came into existence
during the Bronze Age (3rd-2nd millennia BC),
with dwelling houses, temples and blocks
of workshops surrounded by a wall with a
fortified gate (Altin Tepe, Namazgah).

Dating from the end of the 2nd millennium
BC are large square strongholds compactly
built up inside (Sappali Tepe in Bactria),
sometimes flanked by semicircular towers
(Gonur Tepe and Kelleli in Margiana); by the
1st millennium BC there were towns encircled

by moats and powerful walls (Elken Tepe
in Apavarktikena, Gaur Qale in Margiana,
Afrasiab/Samarkand in Sogdiana), sometimes
with semicircular towers and numerous loop-
holes (Qizil Tepe in Bactria, Kalali Gir and Kuzeli
Gir in Khaarazm).

Dwellings typically have a square plan with
a small inner court surrounded by chambers
(Qizilcha estate in Bactria). The palace in Kalali
Gir (5th-4th cent. BC) is characterized by regular
planning: avast courtyard, rectangular chambers,
halls with wooden pillars on stone bases.

This palace and the stone capital from
Sultan Uizdag in the shape of two male heads
with ram’s horns indicate a link between
Kharazm and the Achaemenid kingdom.

Throughout the entire ancient period
building material consisted of large
rectangular, unbaked clay bricks, adobe,
and wood for roofing; simple vaulting was
introduced at that time.

CentralAsiainthe4th cent. BCto4th cent.AD
is distinguished by the flourishing of building
in towns, owing to the general development of
the urban economy, commerce, handicrafts,
and cultural life.

To be continued.

Rare children’s photos exhibit celebrates

180 years of Iranianp

Frome Page 1 » “Over the past
few years, some scholars and
devotees of Iran’s photography
history have made attempts
to register the 25th of Azar on
the Iranian calendar as Iran’s
photography day, but their
attempts have not succeeded.
Nevertheless, they are well
aware of the history of Iranian
photography and observe this
important day,” the statement
explained.

Photos on view at the
exhibition have been selected
from Axkhaneh Shahr’s archive,
according to the organizers, who
pointed out, “The images are the
first photos depicting the Iranian
children of the period.”

“At first glance, they seem
unfamiliar, but taking a closer

ho

look at their faces and details,

they begin to seem familiar,’ the

i photography is also closely
associated with photographer
Antoin Sevruguin, who was born
into a mixed Armenian-Georgian
family in the Russian Embassy in
Tehran in the 19th century.

Sevruguin  managed  and
operated one of the most
successful commercial

photography studios in Tehran.

Many of the early portraits
of dervishes and women have
been simultaneously attributed
to Antoin  Sevruguin and
Dimitri Yermakov, the Georgian
photographer who is often
referred to as Sevruguin’s
mentor.

As early as 1885, many of
Sevruguin’s photographs were
being published in travelogues,
journals and books. By that time
he had fully established a studio
on Tehran's Ala al-Dawla Street

statement noted.
“Recording the photos of

today’s children is still so
important, because the photos

and cemented ties to the court
of the Qajar ruler Nasser ad-Din
Shah (reigned 1848—96). He
received the Medal of the Lion and

would represent images of Iran to
future generations,” they said.

The organizers also expressed

A poster for the photo exhibition “Yesterday's Children” underway at

Axkhaneh Shahr in Tehran.

Sun from the shah.

His works are preserved at
several prestigious museums

their hopes that the relevant
officials would agree to register
the 25th of Azar on the Iranian

calendar as Iran’s photography day.
The exhibition will run until

January 26.
The  history  of

and collections across the world,
including the National Museum of

I[ranian  Asian Art in Washington.

Iranian musicians honored at Global Music Awards

TEHRAN - Three Iranian musicians have
been honored at the Global Music Awards, a
well-known American international music
competition which celebrates independent
musicians.

Vocalist Abdolhossein Mokhtabad,
composer Arman Manshaei and the Khajenuri
Band were awarded in different categories.

Mokhtabad won a silver medal for his
vocals and composition in the single “These
Moments”.

Previously in 2020, he won a gold medal
for his song “Az Sharm Dar Hejabam” (“I'm
Acutely Embarrassed”).

Manshaei won a silver medal for his piece
“Homeland” in the experimental section, while
the Khajenuri Band was given a bronze medal
for the songs “Sweet Dream” and “Rain”, both

from the album “Autumn”.

Dariush Khajenuri is the leader, composer,
singer and guitarist of the Khajenuri Band.

Iranian musicians are the frequent winners
at the Global Music Awards.

In July, Puya Sarai won a silver medal for his
composition “Boghz”, a single that features
Salar Aqili on vocals.

The Saeidi Bothers, the traditional Iranian
song duo of Ali and Mohammad Saeidi,
were given a medal for their single “Youth”
composed by Hamid Lali. Santur player Amir-
Hossein Moallem also contributed to the
piece.

Composer Arman Mansha'i was honored for
his new-age piece “Dreams”.

A bronze medal was awarded to Hesam
Sadafinejad for “Plasco”, a piece he released

A combination photo shows Iranian
musicians Abdolhossein Mokhtabad,
Dariush Khajenuri and Arman Manshaei.

in January in memory of the 16 firefighters
and a number of citizens who were killed in
the collapse of Tehran’s 17-storey mega mall
Plasco on January 19, 2017.

“Fall of the Sultanate” appears in Persian

TEHRAN “Fall  of the
Sultanate: The Great War and
the End of the Ottoman Empire
1908-1922” by Ryan Gingeras has

state.

political, economic, social and
international forces that brought
about the passing of the Ottoman

been published in Persian.

the

balance in presenting and
interpreting the most impactful
experiences that shaped the lives
of the empire’s last generation.

Shiraze-ye Ketab-e Ma is the
publisher of the book translated
by Alireza Mirdideh.

The collapse of the Ottoman
Empire was by no means a
singular event. After six hundred
years of ruling over the peoples
of North Africa, the Balkans and
Middle East, the death throes of
the sultanate encompassed a
series of wars, insurrections and
revolutions spanning the early
twentieth century.

This
a ful

volume encompasses

Front cover of the Persian edition
of Ryan Gingeras’s book “Fall of

the Sultanate”

accounting of the

In  surveying many
tragedies that transpired in the
years between 1908 and 1922,
“Fall of the Sultanate” explores
the causes that eventually led
so many to view the legacy of
the Ottomans with loathing and
resentment.

The volume provides a retelling
of this critical history as seen
through the eyes of those who
lived through the Ottoman
collapse.

Drawing upon a large gamut
of sources in multiple languages,
Ryan Gingeras strikes a critical

The story presented here takes
into account the perspectives of
the empire’s diverse population
and the leaders who piloted the
state to its end.

In surveying the personal,
communal and national
struggles that defined Italy’s
invasion of Libya, the Balkan War,
the Great War and the Turkish
War of Independence, “Fall of
the Sultanate” presents readers
with a fresh and comprehensive
exposition of how and why
Ottoman imperial rule ended in
bloodshed and disillusionment.

The story of an honorable and virtuous woman

Bt

An interview with the author of the book
“Mrs. Karkub”

One of the authors that has firsthand
knowledge of the war is Razia Ghubeishi, who
once lived in Abadan, and she has written
quite popular books about the war.

*Who is Mrs. Karkub?

Before the war, | attended the same high

school as one of my classmates, whose
mother was Zahra Karkub. Throughout the
war, | had also run across this classmate on
numerous occasions. She is the mother of two
martyrs and two veterans.

* How did the process of authoring this
book start?

The first step in the book-writing process
was a visit to her home in Qom to talk with her.

* How long did the interviewing and book-
writing process take?

It took around two years from the time of
the interviews to the publication of the book.

* What was your motivation for authoring
this book?

| wanted to leave the suffering of this
mother to history, the next generation, and
those in search of real heroes. She was a hero,
and there have been and will continue to be
many such legends.

* What subjects did you explore in your
book “Mrs. Karkub”?

Written in her own words, the book includes

descriptions of her children, her tough life, her
activities, her husband and kids, as well as
the difficulties she faced throughout the Holy
Defense era.

* Is this book supported by any
documentation?

The book’s whole content is based on
documents. What the reader reads in this book
is not something | came up with on my own.

*What quality of this book, in your opinion,
made it the best-selling and most widely
read novel published by Shahid Kazemi
Publishing House?

She is a kind, honorable, and virtuous
woman. A woman who, despite the countless
times that hardships have broken her heart,
still smiles and laughs at the suffering she
endures.

Mrs. Karkub is a modest mother who never
makes demands and consistently expresses
her gladness at having given her sons to
God. Mothers everywhere can learn from this
woman’s words.
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