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In Jordan
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Disgust towards Israel
reflective of
world public
opinion:
historian

» Page 5

U.S. budget spells
more global

instability for 2023

The U.S. Senate has passed legislation
for the Pentagon budget next year. A
whopping $858 billion. The unprecedent-
ed package is $45 billion more than Pres-
ident Joe Biden had requested and is set
to have consequences for global peace
and security.

The bill is the largest budget in the his-
tory of the world. It is about three to four
times larger than the budget of China whose
population last year stood at 1.412 billion, in
comparison to the 331.9 million of the United
States.

It is also a conservative budget as it does
not include other aspects of the U.S. military
such as America’s nuclear weapons program,
which is in the region of trillions of dollars.
Nor does it include the Central Intelligence
Agency. Last year, Congress gave the CIA $25
billion more than it asked for.

Experts say this huge U.S. military budget
supports a network of global occupation.
An occupation that has a military presence
that includes Europe, parts of East Asia, in
particular Japan and South Korea, nations
across West Asia, and parts of Africa.

The amount of money being spent on the
military has been met with anger among
Americans, especially during this period of
economic hardship on the backdrop of a global
pandemic and war in Ukraine. » Page 5

Thank you football
for making us happy

By Masoud Hossein

TEHRAN - Argentina ended their long
title drought by beating France 4-2 in pen-
alty shootout of the 2022 FIFA World Cup
final. La Abliceste won the title after 36
years. Regardless of final result, FOOT-
BALL brought billions of people together in
a one-month period.

Reportedly, around five billion people
watched the 2022 FIFA World Cup. It means
Qatar’s World Cup is the most-viewed in
the history.

As a person who fell in love with foot-
ball since 1982, | have to say it has never
betrayed me. | still remember Uli Stielike
bemoaned after his penalty was saved by
France goalkeeper Jean-Luc Ettori in the
1982 World Cup semifinals, where the West
Germany won the match 5-4 at last in Se-
villa, Spain. | was nine.

Since then, football has made me happy
and sad for many times but it has been very
satisfactory. » Page 3

Q__ IRNA/ Marzieh Mousavi

TEHRAN- Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the
Foreign Minister of Iran, on Monday stated
that he is prepared to meet with his coun-
terparts from the countries on the southern
shores of the Persian Gulf as well as other

neighbors.

Amir Abdollahian made the comments at
the third Tehran Dialogue Forum (TDF 2022).
The forum is entitled “Neighborhood Policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran: An Approach to

Friendship and Trust”.
Nearly 70 politicians, including think tank
representatives and research institute rep-

resentatives from 36 nations, participated in
the conference. » Page 2

Stock market expected to begin an upward trend: analyst

TEHRAN - Stock market analyst, Hossein
Ahmadi, believes that since the prices at the
stock market have not increased in line with
the inflation, the market is expected to start
an upward trend in the near future.

Considering the increase in foreign currency
prices and inflation, the stock market index can
grow to catch up, Ahmadi told IRNA on Monday.

He pointed to the recent fluctuations of
the stock market and added: “In the past few
weeks, we have seen some support from the
government to improve the capital market
and reduce the fluctuations of this mar-
ket, which have been able to be effective in
changing the direction of the stock market
index to some extent.”

Markets booming as Yalda night approaching

People from all walks of life are busy buying fruits and nuts for Yalda night, one
of the most celebrated Persian traditional events, marking the last night of autumn,
which is the longest night of the year.

On November 30, the occasion was inscribed on the United Nation’s cultural heritage list.

Pointing out the positive features of the
government’s support package for the stock
market, Ahmadi noted: “Insuring the shares of
real persons, supporting the market stabiliza-
tion fund, and the establishment of the capital
guarantee fund were among the measures that
showed the Stock Exchange Organization (SEO)
has not left the shareholders alone” » Page 4

45 Iranian
institutions among
world’s greenest

TEHRAN - Forty-five universities of Iran
have been listed among the top 1,000 green
institutions worldwide, according to the
University of Indonesia Green Metric overall
ranking 2022.

The Ul GreenMetric World University Rank-
ing is an initiative of Universitas Indonesia
which is being launched in 2010. Current
criteria being used to rank universities were
not giving credit to those that were making
efforts to reduce their carbon footprint and
thus help combat global climate change.

So, the world’s green universities are
ranked according to six deciding factors
contributing to sustainability including
setting and infrastructure, energy and
climate change, waste and water man-
agement, transportation, and education
worldwide. » Page 7

Play portrays Haft Peykar romantic story of Sassanid king Bahram

TEHRAN - The romantic story of Sassanid
king Bahram from the Haft Peykar has been
adapted for performance on stage at Teh-
ran’s Chaharsu Theater.

Composed by Nezami Ganjavi in the last
decade of the 12th century, the classical Per-
sian masterpiece Haft Peykar is a roman-
ticized biography of Bahram V, who is also
known as Bahram-e Gur.

A cast of 22 gave its first performance of
“Bahram as Described in the Haft Peykar” on
Monday.

“| was deeply interested in working on the
character of Bahram,” writer and director
Hamed Sheikhi told Honaronline.

“In addition, very little has been said about
him; on other hand, my hometown, Rafsan-
jan, was once called after his name and the

region was in his territory,” he added.

The Haft Peykar can be translated literally
as “seven portraits”, but also with the figura-
tive meaning of “seven beauties”.

Nezami gives an account of the birth of
Bahram, the often-told story of his upbring-
ing at the court of the Arab king No’'man and
the construction of No'man’s fabled palace,
Khoarnag. » Page 8
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Economic
sanctions are
ineffective policy
against lran

In its editorial the pro-reform Sharq
publication stated that Trump adminis-
tration considered ‘maximum pressure’
as a way to bring about a change in Iran’s
behavior, but the ‘resistance economy’
neutralized it. » Page 2

Iran busts Mossad
spy cell

TEHRAN - Iran's Ministry of Intelligence an-
nounced on Sunday that it had dismantled a spy
cell run by Israel's Mossad that was planning to
cary out acts of sabotage in the country’s de-
fense industry through security marketing,

The Iranian intelligence forces uncov-
ered a plot by a Mossad espionage network
to gather information from Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies that cooperate with
Iran’s defense industries, Tasnim reported.

The Israeli regime’s Mossad spy agency
hired data broker Frank Genin, who intro-
duced himself as the chief of a spare parts
manufacturer company and was able to con-
tact several Iranian companies and employ-
ees, according to Tasnim. » Page 3

Close co-op with
friendly nations

can fend off U.S.
pressure: Raisi

TEHRAN- Ebrahim Raisi, the President of
Iran, asserted on Sunday that encouraging
collaboration among friendly countries can
prevent the U.S.-led pressure against sover-
eign states.

Raisi made the comments in a meeting
with Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Denis
Moncada Colindres in Tehran. » Page 2

Four IRGC members
martyred in Sistan-
Baluchistan province

TEHRAN - The Sistan-Baluchistan provin-
cial branch of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) announced on Monday that four
security forces lost their lives in clashes in
the province.

In a statement on Monday, the IRGC said
its provincial forces in the border region of
Saravan clashed with members of a terrorist
group that fled into Pakistan as a result of
heavy fire from the IRGC.

An IRGC officer named Mohammad
Goudarzi and three Basij members identified
as Rahim Bakhsh Paraki, Hamidreza Abedi,
and Mahmoud Nik-Khah were martyred in
the clashes, IRNA reported. » Page 3
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Economic sanctions are ineffective policy against Iran

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in Yesterday's Iranian newspapers.

from page 1 » It is necessary to avoid force, which is undoubtedly an abhorrent solution for Westerners.
Neither the European Union nor the White House have any desire to engage in a conflict with Iran, which
would lead to massive instability in the Middle East and the larger world. Diplomacy therefore remains the
best option that can be achieved after years of negotiations by reviving the Vienna agreement, Sharq sug-

gested.
Hamshahri: Stock market rises by $3b

Considerable rise in value of the stock market was a headline of Hamshahri, a publication affiliated to Mu-

nicipality of Tehran.

A S$3 billion rise made the stock market to reach around $175 billion, which can lead to further rises in the

near future, the newspaper forecasted.

Another big headline of Hamshahri was ‘120 accused of Tehran air pollution’ It said “satellite images show
that during the last 10 days of hazardous air quality, 120 fixed sources contributed to air pollution in Tehran.”

Although, mobile sources, especially vehicles, has always been faulted as the major cause of air pollution in
the capital, the satellite images this time denied the major role of vehicles and instead the industrial towns in

the west and south of Tehran were blamed.
Kayhan: Iran slapped America, Israel

Kayhan, reflecting the views of a segment of the conservative front, called the reformists as Israel’s forces
who try to cover the strategic failure of the enemy in the recent hybrid war.

The United States, England, other Western governments, Israel and Saudi Arabia have been slapped as
they were defeated in their hybrid war against Iran in the form of unrest; however, their forces (reformists)
are striding to hide their strategic failure and to strengthen the separatist terrorists, Kahyan argued, citing
Mohammad Khatami and Mohagheg Damad whose stances were in harmony with the United States, England,

and Israel.

In the same situation, the so-called reformists were not willing to compensate for their betrayal by mak-
ing accusations against the Islamic Republic and supported terrorist thugs and criminals. These traitors and
servants of foreigners should stand trial, the newspaper’s chief editor suggested.

Vatan-e Emrooz: Human right violators removed Iran from CSW

The conservative Vatan-e Emrooz newspaper, in a note, condemned Iran’s removal from the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) by human right violators.

Abuse has been America’s practice to exert political and diplomatic pressure on countries in line with its
unilateral interests. But the shocking point is that a country has become the architect of this resolution which
is one of the biggest human rights violators in the world; and contrary to the elegant showcase presented to
the world about the women'’s position, statistics reveal that the position of women in America is among the

worst, the author wrote.

The author also considered America’s concern on Iranian women’s progress in different fields over the
past 44 years, as well as Iran’s new ideas and initiatives regarding the position of women as the main reasons
behind the exclusion of the country from the UN commission.

Etemad: Do you solve JCPOA and FATF or not?

The reformist Etemad newspaper, in its editorial, questioned the government that whether they solve the
JCPOA and the FATF or not, and asked them to clearly declare in case they are unable to make a way out of it.

The government should realize that its approach to the country’s economy and its abilities were not sci-
entific and correct, and that reforms are needed. However, the government is still looking for excuses for not

fulfilling its promises.

The realization of main promises requires stability in foreign policy and improvement of economic relations
with the world. Considering the unsolved cases of the JCPOA and the FATF, fulfilling the promises remain
impossible, Etemad wrote. It called on the government officials to take urgent actions in this regard or inform

people of not being able to negotiate on them.

Arman-e Melli also ran a story headlined ‘Revival of the JCPOA and the prospect of future hopes, and wrote
that reviving the JCPOA is a solution for Iran and that will help reduce, if not resolve, the economic woes.

The newspaper also suggested that the JCPOA will strengthen national currency and reduce the rising
price of dollarin the short term, but in the long term, other steps are needed to strengthen national currency.

Iran tenders China an official note in

sign of protest

TEHRAN- Iranian Ambassador to China Mo-
hammad Keshavarzzadeh has said that Iran
lodged a protesting note to the Chinese author-
ities over the recently-issued China-GCC joint
statement.

“During the meeting with the high-profile Chi-
nese political figures, | presented them a note of
protest, calling for more attention to the sensi-
tive topics of the region,” the envoy tweeted.

The Chinese part underscored the necessity to
respect the Iranian territorial integrity and called
the ties between Tehran and Beijing as strategic,
the diplomat added.

It is worth adding that the Chinese part also
noted that the 25-year partnership with Iran in
the West Asian region has signified such a mo-
mentum, he remarked.

Iran and China signed a landmark 25-year
comprehensive strategic partnership in March
2021 in defiance of the United States’ unilateral
sanctions.

Last week, Chinese President Xi Jinping paid
a visit to Saudi Arabia, where he met with GCC
leaders. They issued a joint statement that con-
sisted of a number of issues directly related to
Iran, including its nuclear program, regional pol-
icies, and its ownership over the Persian Gulf is-
lands of Abu Musa and Greater and Lesser Tunbs.

In reaction to the joint statement, Iranian For-
eign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian once
again reaffirmed that the three islands of Abu
Musa and Greater and Lesser Tunbs are “insep-
arable” and “eternal” parts of the country’s ter-
ritory, emphasizing that Tehran will never com-
promise on its territorial integrity.

IAEA team concludes visit to Iran

TEHRAN - An IAEA delegation who had vis-
ited Tehran early on Monday met with Iranian
officials at the Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEQI). They also left Tehran for Vienna on
Monday.

The delegation from the International
Atomic Energy Agency was headed by Massi-
mo Aparo, chief of Department of Safeguards
and the IAEA deputy director.

The IAEA officials held talks with the chief
of the Iranian Foreign Ministry Department for

International, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs
and the director for the Foreign Ministry De-
partment for Arms Control and International
Security.

The IAEA team also held talks with AEOI
chief Mohammad Eslami.

During the negotiations the sides exchanged
views on safeguards issues, areas for cooper-
ation and future joint plans, the AEOI said in a
press release.

from page 1 » Key individuals
also delivered the inaugural keynote
speeches, including former Iragi
Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi,
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Denis
Moncada, and Kamal Kharrazi, the
former Iranian Foreign Minister and
current chief of the Strategic Council
on Foreign Relations (SCFR).

Other attendees at the gathering
included chiefs of Iranian think tanks,
diplomats, and heads of international
offices based in Tehran.

The Tehran Dialogue Forum’s first
and second rounds took place in 2019
and 2020. The two rounds served as
a crucial forum for interaction and
communication between political
figures and academics who specialize
in international and regjonal studies
and West Asia in particular.

Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian
emphasized that Tehran is willing to
assist dispel the notion that securi-
ty would be provided from abroad,
insisting on Tehran’s seriousness to
build trust with its neighbors in the
region and the Persian Gulf in all do-
mains.

He anticipated that regional col-
laboration would result in long-term
security for the region.

Additionally, Amir Abdollahian said
the Tehran forum is intended to ad-
dress the global and regional issues
through an exchange of ideas.

He defined the Tehran Dialogue
Forum as an initiative intended to
foster mutual respect and exchange
viewpoints.

The Iranian government has fo-
cused on local issues while making
significant efforts to increase trust
and deepen friendship in the region,
the chief diplomat remarked.

The foreign minister then empha-
sized the steps taken by the Islamic
Republic to protect regional stabil-
ity and combat the danger posed by
the Daesh terrorist group, which is a
menace to mankind.

Regarding the conflict in Ukraine,
the foreign minister insisted that his
country opposes any pressure and
concentrates on political means as a
way to end the war.

He again refuted allegations that
Iran had sent drones to Russia for use
in the conflict in Ukraine. The chief
diplomat said such allegations are
intended to hide the West's effort to
inflame hostility in the Ukraine war.

Regarding security, the foreign
minister emphasized that it would be
granted once everyone could benefit
fromit.

Amir Abdollahian also said Beijing
and Tehran had just increased their
collaboration to a maximum degree,
therefore Iran did not anticipate Chi-
na to simply endorse the 2014 state-
ment issued by the (Persian) Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC).

In similar remarks, Nasser Kanaani,
the Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person, said a few days ago that Iran
rejects any claims over its territorial
integrity and opposes involvement in
its domestic affairs.

Iran FM at TDF 2022:

Tehran ready to
reopen embassies,
ball in Riyadh court

Given the current events in Iran,
the foreign minister said the Unit-
ed States has been resorting to any
means to intervene in Iran.

The foreign minister also discussed
the 2015 nuclear deal, officially called
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA), from which the US.
unilaterally withdrew in May 2018,
stressing that the U.S. must abandon
its dual-track approach to the nuclear
agreement.

Amir Abdollahian pointed out that
the USS. officials talk about last stag-
es to revive the JCPOA, however it
supports efforts to undermine Iran
and sow unrest in the country.

He emphasized that the Islam-
ic Republic continues consultations
with the high representative of the
European Union for foreign affairs
regarding the JCPOA.

Talking on the sidelines of the fo-
rum, Amir Abdollahian also stressed
that “the political process in Iraq is
the key topic of discussion at the Am-
man summit. At the same time, we'll
take advantage of this chance to talk
about regional and global issues with
the invited leaders”

Amir Abdollahian is participating in
the summit in Jordan which opens on
Tuesday.

According to Iran’s top diplomat,
discussions with European foreign
policy representatives, including Jo-
seph Borrell and his deputy Enrique
Mora, will take place during the Am-
man summit.

The key message of the Amman
meeting, based on the remarks of
Amir Abdollahian, should be regional
cooperation free from outside inter-
vention.

He also stated that consultations
between Tehran and Saudi Arabia had
been cut short. The minister went on
to say, “Official diplomacy is what we
discuss with Saudi Arabia. When the
Saudi side is ready, we are prepared
to resume regular ties and reopen
embassies. The Saudi government

must choose how to engage the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in a positive
way.”

“We should take advantage of the
Amman meeting to wrap up such
debates. | am hoping we will see a
shift in strategy and more realistic
behavior from the American side,” he
pointed out.

Kharrazi says Iran ready to re-
sume JCPOA obligations

Addressing the forum, Kharrazi
said there is optimism for addressing
the unresolved concerns as Iran is
ready to resume its obligations under
the 2015 nuclear agreement.

Kharrazi was referring to the sus-
pended negotiations to resurrect the
2075 nuclear agreement.

He added that “Iran has complete
access to peaceful nuclear technolo-
gy thanks to the work of our experts.”

The veteran politician indicated
that economic development in the
region entails cooperation, and that
while it is reasonable for the regjonal
countries to receive assistance from
developed countries for technology
transfer and investment, such assis-
tance should not be accompanied by
foreign political and military interfer-
ence.

Noting that Iran has always wel-
comed and encouraged conversation
concerning issues in the West Asia
region, he said, “the countries in the
region should settle their concerns
and challenges through dialogue.”

Furthermore, Kharrazi hailed the
Chinese president’s recent visit to
Saudi Arabia, stating that “in order to
implement the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI), more investments should
be made” in the regional countries.

In that situation “our region will
develop further;” he noted.

“We hope China would compen-
sate its mistake”

He also expressed unhappiness
over the Chinese president’s endorse-
ment of the GGC's territorial claims

over three Iranian islands in the Per-
sian Gulf, saying it was a “blunder”.

“It is like we make comments on
Taiwan which is part of their land
and make the Chinese annoyed,” he
opined.

The former chief diplomat ex-
pressed hope that China would com-
pensate its mistake.

The veteran politician went on to
say that Iran does not intend to man-
ufacture nuclear bombs, which the
Islamic Republic has outlawed due
to ethical and religious values. “The
JCPOA was negotiated and signed,
and again the Westerners failed to
meet their pledges, which led to the
exit of the United States from the
JCPOA.” he highlighted.

The former chief diplomat also said
nuclear weapons does not bring se-
curity.

“NATO’s behavior toward Russia’s
frontiers was provocative”

In comments on the Ukraine con-
flict, Kharrazi also said that Iran had
been opposed to the conflict’s rise
from the inception. However, he said
that NATO’s behavior toward Russia’s
frontiers was provocative and that
the US. and the West were eager to
lure Russia into engaging in such a
conflict.

“Iran ready to help end the
Ukraine conflict”

“War is not desired, and we still
think that the conflict in Ukraine
should be resolved via negotiations.
The means for such a conversation
are ready to be provided by Iran,” he
continued.

Kharrazi also provided his perspec-
tive on the happenings in Irag, stating
that Iran would be pleased to see a
stable government in Iraq after the
country was the scene of a string of
events over the previous two years.

He expressed optimism that Iraq
will be able to stop the spread of
terrorism and maintain its territorial
integrity, adding that Iran would pro-
vide any assistance the Iragi govern-
ment requires to deal with its prob-
lems.

The chief also advised the Taliban
to stop any Western forces from en-
tering neighboring Afghanistan and
to halt the spread of terrorism.

“They should build a government
that is inclusive and allows all Afghan
tribes and religions to participate in
it, and they should not permit Ameri-
cato infiltrate the country of Afghan-
istan under various pretexts,’ the
SCFR chief suggested

In reference to the recent unrest
in Iran, he warned that the West’s
intelligence services and media out-
lets propagate lies and attempting to
create terrorist groups and thereby
lay the groundwork for infiltration of
terrorists into the country.

He noted that the adversaries use
“cognitive warfare” to pervert the
public’s perception of an indepen-
dent government in order to fuel the
flames of a “hybrid war” against Iran.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Close co-op with friendly nations can fend off U.S. pressure: Raisi

from page 1 » He criticized the U.S. and the West
for using subjects like human rights as leverage
against independent and robust nations, noting
that such “new schemes” had previously failed as a
result of Washington’s missteps.

The resistance to U.S. hostility and pressures, he
added, was one of the causes that led to close col-
laboration between Iran and Nicaragua.

He also praised the strong and constructive co-
operation between the two countries in interna-
tional organizations.

Raisi pointed out that the abundant potential
provides a good foundation for the growth of rela-
tions between Latin American nations and Iran.

The Nicaraguan foreign minister, for his part,
praised Iran for defying U.S. pressure and sanctions
and emphasized the need to expand Managua’s
commercial relations and economic collaboration
with Tehran.

The comprehensive agreement for economic and
commercial cooperation between Iran and Nicara-
gua, which was signed earlier in the day by the two
countries’ foreign ministers, was encouraged to be
put into action.

The agreement was signed by the Nicaraguan
foreign minister and his Iranian counterpart Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian.

Historically, the Islamic Republic has placed a
high priority on improving its relations with coun-
tries in Latin America, including Nicaragua. Both of
the two nations have a history of defying U.S. eco-

nomic pressure and sanctions.
U.S. sanctions any country opposing it: speaker

Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the speaker of the
[ranian parliament, also late on Sunday criticized
the US. use of sanctions against other countries,
saying that sanctions have become a leverage
Washington uses against any countries opposing it.

“Americans pursue their own interests and use
sanctions against any country that opposes them,
and they always try to interfere in the internal af-
fairs of revolutionary countries,” Qalibaf said in a
meeting with the Nicaraguan foreign minister, ac-
cording to IRNA.

In the meeting, Qalibaf underlined the need for
communication between Iran and Nicaragua, say-
ing, “This issue is more special for Iran and Nica-
ragua because we are both anti-imperialism and
anti-American. Currently, both countries are under
the cruel sanctions of the United States, and this
issue is a common ground for cooperation that will
secure the national interests of both countries”

According to Qalibaf, Iran-Nicaragua relationship
is beyond a political, commercial and economic re-
lationship and it is an ideological relationship that is
meant to deal with oppression.

“The relationship between Iran and Nicaragua is
stable and strong. And economic, energy and agri-
cultural cooperation, which are good capacities of
the two countries, should be developed under the
sanctions,” he added.

Moncada, for his part, underlined the need for

strengthening Iran-Nicaragua relations. “My pres-
ence in Iran means the continuation of efforts to
strengthen the relations between the two coun-
tries and the continuation of mutual support that
has existed so far in international forums against
common enemies,” he said.

Moncada added, “Again, | intend to express my
country’s position in solidarity with the govern-
ment and nation of Iran; this solidarity and mutual
cooperation existed since the distant past in the
1960s and 1970s, which ultimately led to the victory
of the Iranian and Nicaraguan revolutions””

Moncada emphasized, “The joint economic com-
mission of the two countries is very important and
we are preparing the conditions for the formation
of this commission because it will bring a leap in
relations”’

He said, “We have a broad and varied conceptual
and legal cooperation framework between the two
countries, and 14 joint agreements were signed last
year. We are looking for these agreements to be im-
plemented, and one area of cooperation between
the two countries was the donation of Iran’s vaccine
to Nicaragua”

Moncada pointed out, “The fight against impe-
rialism is the historical, intellectual, political and
fraternal framework that forms and maintains the
basis of our relations. And in this way, we seek the
best for our nations and defense against invaders.
Of course, we know that this process is long, but we
must resist to achieve victory.”



By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - The International
Atomic  Energy Agency (IAEA)
delegation left Tehran for Vienna
on Monday after holding talks with
Iranian officials over a range of
relevant issues.

The delegation, led by IAEA Deputy
Director General and Head of the
Department of Safeguards Massimo
Aparo, discussed with the Iranian
authorities safeguards issues and
future cooperation plans, according
to Iranian media.

Outstanding safeguards issues
have been a major roadblock in
talks in Vienna over reviving the
2015 Iran nuclear deal, officially
known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Iran has reportedly demanded
that the IAEA close its safeguards
probe on Iran before a deal on
reviving the JCPOA is signed.

The  much-discussed  probe
revolves around uranium materials
allegedly found at three Iranian sites
that had not been declared to the
IAEA. So far, Iran and the IAEA have
discussed the matter extensively
with no result. Iran has said that
the probe is political and is meant
to extract concessions from it in
the Vienna talks. But the IAEA says
the probe is independent from the
JCPOA talks.

The latest visit by the IAEA could
pave the way for a compromise
both on the probe and the JCPOA.
On Monday, an influential Iranian
official said that many JCPOA-
related issues have been addressed
and that the safeguards issue
stands out as the only outstanding
matter.

Kamal Kharrazi, the head of
Iran’s Strategic Council on Foreign
Relations (SCFR), an advisory body to
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran, implied that resolving the
IAEA probe could break the ice on the
Vienna talks.

Speaking at the Tehran Dialogue
Forum, Kharrazi said, “Iran is ready
toreturn to its JCPOA commitments.
Many problems have so far been
resolved. Only the safeguards
issue remained which we hope will
be resolved during the visit of the
[IAEA] experts”

The IAEA officials held talks

with the chief of the Iranian
Foreign  Ministry  Department
for International, Legal and

Parliamentary Affairs and the
director for the Foreign Ministry
Department for Arms Control and
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Is JCPOA’s ‘
inJordan?

Abdollahian
conversation
Representative of the European
Union for Foreign Affairs and

International Security.

The IAEA team also held talks with
Mohammad Eslami, the head of the
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEQI).

As of this writing, the IAEA has not
officially made any comments on
the visit of the IAEA delegation. But
it comes amid flurry of diplomatic
meetings in the West Asia region.
On Monday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian met with
Qatari Deputy Foreign Minister
Mohammad al-Khulaifi on the
sidelines of the Tehran Dialogue
Forum, which was attended by a
host of foreign officials and experts.

In their meeting, al-Khulaifi and
Amir Abdollahian discussed “the
latest about the sanctions removal
talks,” according to the Iranian
foreign ministry, a reference to the
JCPOA talks.

And on Tuesday, Amir Abdollahian
will attend a regional summit in
Jordan that is likely to feature
marginal talks on the JCPOA.
The summit, officially known
as the Baghdad Conference for
Cooperation and Partnership, will
be held at Amman’s King Hussein
Bin Talal Convention Center and will
also be attended by the European
Union foreign policy chief, Josep
Borrell, and Enrique Mora, the EU
coordinator for the talks.

The presence of these to
European officials, Mora in
particular, could be an indication

of an opening in the JCPOA talks
because the Baghdad summit
is primarily meant to addressed
regional issues related to Irag, not
the JCPOA. However, the presence
of Iranian and French officials
as well as officials from the EU
makes Amman a perfect venue for
breaking the ice on the JCPOA talks.

The Iranian foreign minister
has already implied that Amman
could host JCPOA meetings.
Underling that his contact with
Borrel and Mora is ongoing, Amir
Abdollahian said, “Jordan [summit]
is an opportunity for us to move
ahead with these talks. | hope that
considering the approach of the
Americans in the last three months,
we will see a change of approach
and the American side will behave
realistically”

The Tuesday summit will be
attended by Iran, Irag, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, Egypt, the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Turkey, France,
Oman and Bahrain, while Lebanon
and Syria will be absent from the
summit. Bahrain and Oman will join
the summit for the first time.

Iran announced Monday that Amir
Abdollahian will represent Iran at
the Conference. The Iranian foreign
minister left Tehran for Amman on
Monday afternoon. The trip also
comes amid media speculations
about a possible thaw in Tehran-
Riyadh relations.

Earlier this month, Amir

held a
with

phone
High

Security Policy Josep Borell
for talks on issues of mutual
significance, according to the
[ranian foreign ministry.

During the talks, Amir Abdollahian
expressed gratitude for Borrell's role
on the path of dialog and interaction.
He criticized the diplomatically-
impolite rhetoric of one or two
European ministers, saying, “Today,
some radical politicians in Europe
hide behind the European Union and
have the Union pay for them”

“This way, the European Union’s
strategic goals have fallen victim to
the greed of pro-violence and even
terrorist groups, which give wrong
information to these politicians,” he
said.

He said the European Union's
foreign policy chief has an important
role in keeping the bloc away from
unconstructive emotions.

Elsewhere, the two sides
discussed the latest situation
of sanctions removal talks and
cooperation between Iran and the
International Atomic Energy Agency.

Borrell, for his part, highlighted
his efforts to get all sides to return
to the commitments undertaken
in Vienna, saying he will continue
his efforts and contacts toward
facilitating the achievement of an
agreement.

Iran busts Mossad spy cell

Frome Page 1 » The Mossad agent then invited
his coworkers to a seminar in Malaysia, where
he introduced them to another Mossad agent,
Hadrien Lavaux.

As a cover-up, Lavaux has been the managing
director of Triple A Industries, an Aerospace
advanced alloys and composites company that
was established in Singapore in 2017. Since then,
the company started communicating with Iranian
companies that provide carbon fibers, resin, and
other metal alloys.

It is worth mentioning that Triple A Industries’
website says that Frank Genin is the chairman
of the company, which explains the close
cooperation between Genin and Lavaux.

Lavaux’s associates in Iran attended different
exhibitions, monitored scientific conferences,
and identified the latest needs of Iran’s defense
industries.

They later began to identify the chiefs,
salespersons and important employees in
companies that are active in the field of defense
industries. These employees were invited to
multiple front conferences abroad, including in
Turkey, Hungary, Oman and Georgia, and their

trips were fully covered, Press TV reported.

However, Iran’s intelligence forces had kept a
close eye on these trips and were able to track
down the network.

Earlier, four thugs who had been found guilty of
having connections to Israel's Mossad spy agency
were put to death early, the Iranian judiciary
announced.

The executions were carried out earlier this
month.

The four convicted individuals were named
as Hossein Ordukhanzadeh, Shahin Imani
Mahmoudabad, Milad Ashrafi Atbatan, and
Manouchehr Shahbandi Bejandi in the judiciary’s
announcement.

The four men were detained by the Islamic

Revolution Guards Corps in June (IRGC). They were
eventually given the death penalty by a court for
both kidnapping and intelligence collaboration
with the Zionist regime.

According to an earlier IRGC statement,
the squad had received training from Mossad
personnel on how to utilize combat weapons for
kidnapping operations while being reimbursed
with bitcoins.

The capture of the members of the gang who
worked with Mossad was revealed by the IRGC
public relations department in June.

The group used to kidnap individuals, steal and
destroy private and public property, and force
their victims to make false confessions.

They were instructed by a Mossad officer in
Sweden, the Mizan news agency said.

The gang members abducted victims and
collected bitcoin as ransom. They have admitted
that they worked with foreign intelligence
services and were paid to undermine Iran’s
security. The gang network was connected to the
Israeli spy service by Hossein Ordukhanzadeh,
who had been in jail in Greece from 2014-017 for
trafficking humans from Turkey to Greece.

Four IRGC members martyred in Sistan-Baluchistan provmce

Frome Page 1 » The clashes come
after deadly unrest in the restive
province of Sistan-Baluchistan.
During the recent wave of unrest
that erupted in the wake of the
death of Mahsa Amini, dozens of
individuals were killed in the
province.

In early December, a conscript
was martyred and another wounded
in a deadly shooting in the border
province. The two conscripts were
targeted at night in the port city of
Chabahar, southeast Iran.

According to Iranian media, two

gunmen shot at the conscripts who
were inthe line of duty. One conscript

identified as Aref Hooti lost his life
as a result of the shooting and the
other one, Benyamin Fazeli, was
shot in the shoulder and received
treatment in a local hospital.

Recently, a delegation from the
office of the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei, travelled to the province
to closely look into the unrest in the
province.

After the trip, the delegation
issued a statement on the recent
incidents in the province. It is
highlighted in the statement that
“after accurate investigations of
the recent uprisings in the region, a

delegation dispatched to the strife-
tomn regions, conducted a survey
surrounding the recent disturbances
and made a final report”

It added, “After having several
meetings with high-prolife figures
of the province, the final report was
tendered to the Leader of Islamic
Revolution”

“We came to convey the Leader’s
grief over the tragedies that
occurred” in the province, said
Mohammad Javad Haj Ali Akbari, the
head of the delegation.

Haj Ali Akbari traveled to Zahedan,
the provincial capital, at the behest

of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei

in - mid-November. He said the
Leader had requested an accurate
investigation into the recent
incidents in the border province.

He was dispatched to the province
in his capacity as an envoy from the
office of the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution.
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Gol Gohar move
top: IPL

TEHRAN - Gol Gohar football team defeated
Havadar 2-1 on Monday to move up top of Iran
Professional League (IPL).

Mohammadhossein Chaghaei scored in the
38th minute for the visiting team but Morteza
Tabrizi leveled the score on the hour mark.

Armin Sohrabian also scored the winner in
the 74th minute.

In Isfahan, Zob Ahan edged Aluminum
1-0. Foolad beat Naft Masjed Soleyman 2-1
in Masjed Soleyman. Malavan and Sepahan
shared the spoils in a goalless draw in Bandar
Anzali. Mes Kerman suffered a 2-0 home
loss against Mes Rafsanja. Sanat Naft also
defeated their hosts Nassaji 2-0.

On Tuesday, Paykan will host Tractor in
Tehran and Esteghlal meet Persepolis in
Tehran derby.

Gol Gohar, due to a better goal difference,
moved up top with 24 points.

Persepolis forward
Locadia leaves Iran

TEHRAN - Persepolis foothall team forward
Jurgen Locadia left Iran for the Netherlands
Sunday night.

The 28-year-old striker joined the Tehran-
based club on a one-year deal in August.

Locadia has traveled to his country due to
his wife’s illness.

The media reports suggest that he left
Tehran despite the Iranian club’s disagreement.

Locadia is the best goalscorer of Persepolis
in the current season. He has scored six goals
in 11 matches for the Reds.

Persepolis are scheduled to play their
archrivals Esteghlal on Tuesday in Tehran
derby.

Malian Persepolis forward Cheick Diabate
will be also absent in the match due to the
injury.

Zahedifar to
officiate Tehran
derby

TEHRAN - Mohammadhossein Zahedifar
has been chosen to officiate the match
between Esteghlal and Persepolis.

Tehran derby is scheduled for Tuesday in
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

Zahedifar will be assisted by Saeid Ghasemi
and Mohammad Javad Maddah in the match.

Persepolis lead the table with 24 points
from 11 matches.

Esteghlal sit second with 22 points.

Tehran derby will be held behind closed
doors.

Azmoun scores
in friendly against
FC Zurich

TEHRAN - Led by starting Xl returnee Florian
Wirtz, Bayer 04 Leverkusen recorded a friendly
win in sub-zero temperatures.

The Werkself defeated Swiss champions
FC Zurich 4-1 (2-0) at the Ulrich Haberland
Stadium in Leverkusen.
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Moussa Diaby (38?) first gave the
Bundesliga team the lead, Wirtz then
added the second goal with a sweeping
right-footed shot just before half-time.

Alonso made a lively substitution in the
second half, bringing among others Sardar
Azmoun, who had played with Iran at the
World Cup. The attacker made it 3-0 after
55 minutes before Cheick Coundé (64?)
was able to shorten the lead for the Swiss
guests with a dream goal. Amine Adli
(86th) finally made the final score.

Iranian karatekas
scoop 16 medals
in Asian C’ships

TEHRAN - Iranian athletes scooped 16
medals on the second day of the 2022
Asian Karate Championship underway in
Uzbekistan.

Iran’s karate fighters received five gold,
four silver, and seven bronze on the second
day of the Asian event.

The Iranian athletes won one gold, two
silver, and four bronze medals on the 1st
day of the event.

So far, Iranian karate fighters have
bagged 23 colorful medals at the sporting
event.

Iran assistant
Roger De Sa talks
about England
loss

TEHRAN - Iran assistant coach Roger
De Sa has voiced his thoughts on his side’s
humiliating 6-2 defeat to England in the
FIFA World Cup group stage opener in
Qatar.

De Sa is the right-hand man of Carlos
Queiroz who was named as the Iran
national team head coach two months
before the start of the World Cup.

Team Melli couldn’t collect enough points
to make it out of the group stages.

Out of three games that Queiroz's men
played in Group B, they were crushed by
the Three Lions, won 2-0 against Wales
and lost 1-0 to the US.

De Sa has revealed that their plan was to
play a draw with Gareth Southgate’s troops.

The former Orlando Pirates mentor
says, prior to the World Cup, they didn’t get
enough time to prepare the team.

“It felt like a tennis match, | thought the
first set was over and we were going to
play the second set,” he said in an interview
with Marawa Sports Worldwide.

“To be honest with you, when we started
the game, our plan was to try and get
a draw, we knew that we would have to
defend and make the game pretty ugly.

“Playing with five at the back, it was
something that they [Iran] had never done
before and we tried it out, we didn’t have
enough time to prepare and it failed.

“It was the game that the coaches put
out and it didn't work at all. | must say
that there was a stage when it got to 4-0,
the only thing that you can think of on the
bench is how do you stop the bleeding.

“l think the third and the fourth goal
was so quick, you didn’t even have time to
realize from 2-0 down to 4-0 that now this
could be a record and we might be in the
record book for the wrong reason.

“We managed to bounce back slightly, we
brought on Sardar [Azmoun] which is our
striker that had been injured. He wasn’t
meant to play at all but we had to risk it
then.

“We made a few changes, we went to a
back four again and we played a 4-3-3 and
we managed to squeeze in a goal and the
second one. We made the score slightly
better than 6-0 or 8-0,” he concluded.

According to the reports, De Sa’s future
with Iran is unknown with parties set to
hold talks for the way forward after the
World Cup.
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2,400 hectares under greenhouse
cultivation in Isfahan province
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TEHRAN- As stated by the deputy head of
Isfahan province’s Agriculture Department,
2,400 hectares of lands are under
greenhouse cultivation in this province.

Asghar Rostami, the deputy head of the
mentioned department forplant production
improvement, said that Isfahan is in first
place in the country in the development of
greenhouse cultivation.

Regarding the area under cultivation,
production and packaging, Isfahan has the
first rank in terms of greenhouse products
in the country, he reiterated.

According to him, the four-season
feature of Isfahan is a very suitable feature
for greenhouse cultivation.

Of course, the development of
greenhouse cultivation is implemented
in an area that has sufficient, stable and
high-quality water, the official noted.

Products such as cut flowers, bell
peppers, tomatoes, eggplants, and
cucumbers are among the greenhouse
products of the province, he said, adding
that bell peppers account for more than 90
percent of production in this regard.

Regarding the export of greenhouse
products from Isfahan, he said: “Currently,
bell pepper has the first priority in exports
and is exported to Eurasian countries, the
Persian Gulf littoral states and Russia.”

In recent years, the water crisis has

caused serious challenges in Iran’s
agriculture sector.
To solve this problem, several

solutions, including the implementation
of pressurized irrigation project and
greenhouse  cultivation, have been
emphasized by experts and officials in this
sector.

Iranian Agriculture Ministry’s Greenhouse
Development Program is one of the priority
projects of this ministry which aims at
increasing productivity, efficiency, and
water consumption management in the
agriculture sector.

The program was approved in the Iranian
calendar year 1395 (ended on March 20,
2017) under the framework of the National
Resilient Economy Plan.

The development of the country’s
agricultural parks and greenhousesnotonly
is going to create new job opportunities but
alsoincreases the country’s non-oil exports
and helps preserve the environment and
the national water and soil resources.

In last August, Darioush Salempour,
the director of the Agriculture Ministry’s
Greenhouse Development Program, had
mentioned the ministry’s plans for the
modernization and renovation of the
country’s traditional and old greenhouses,
saying: “Our plan in the 10-year horizon
is to improve and renovate more than
5,000 traditional, wooden and worn-out
greenhouses across the country.”

“We have planned to renovate about 650
to 700 hectares of traditional and worn-
out greenhouses each year,” he added.

Due to the growing need of the market
for flowers and ornamental plants, as well
as off-season vegetables and summer
crops, greenhouse cultivation has become
one of the most profitable agricultural
sectors today.

Cultivation in the controlled space of the
greenhouse will have an average of 10 times
higher yield per unit area than outdoor
cultivation due to suitable environmental
conditions.

Significant  reduction in  water
consumption in modern greenhouses is in
fact the major advantage of greenhouse
cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to the
closed environment, water loss through
various evaporation ways is greatly
reduced. Also, through mechanized
irrigation methods suchasirrigation canvas
and irrigation tape, water consumption is
minimized.

Increased control over pests, weeds
and diseases is the other advantage of
greenhouse cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, dueto accurate
monitoring and control of pests and
diseases, especially the use of biological
control methods and a sharp reduction in
the use of chemical pesticides, we will see
an increase in product quality, that will
lead to the popularity of the product in the
market and increase export capability.

As aresult, along with preserving the soil
and environment, we will see good foreign
currency income.

INTA grants 1,098 knowledge-based
companies tax exemption

TEHRAN —Iranian National Tax
Administration (INTA) on Monday released the
names of 1,098 knowledge-based companies
which have been assessed and approved by
the administration to be exempted from tax
paying in the current Iranian calendar year
(ends on March 20, 2023), IRNA reported.

As Reported, INTA Head Davoud Manzour
has sent the list of the exempted companies
to the country’s tax departments for further
measures.

TEDPIX rises 675 points on Monday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 675 points to
stand at 1.5 million on Monday.

As reported, over 11.227 billion securities
worth 57494 trillion rials (about $198.2
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index fell 7,836 points,
while the second market’s index climbed
27169 points.

TEDPIX climbed 70,000 points to 1472
million in the past Iranian calendar week
(ended on Friday).

' Stock ma
upw

from page 1 » “Over the past few
weeks, we have seen the positive
effect of the Stock Exchange
Organization's  measures, and
in the last two weeks, we have
experienced a good situation in the
market compared to the last few
months, but we cannot say that
the market transactions have been
entirely positive during this period,”
he said.

This capital market expert
emphasized that the analysis
of the market situation from a
technical point of view indicates the
stabilization of the market index
in the channel of 1.4 million points,
adding: “If the stock market index
stabilizes in this channel for a few
days, itis expected to grow to about
1.7 million points.”

In late October, SEO unveiled a
comprehensive support package to
encourage activities in the capital
market as shareholders were
getting reluctant to invest in the
market.

One of the major measures
considered in this package was the
insurance of shareholders’ capital
and dividends over the next year.

Insuring the shares of real
entities up to one billion rials
(about $2,600) per person, issuing

subordinated warrants on shares
of fixed income funds up to 400
trillion rials (about $1.04 billion),
injecting new resources into the
market by sovereign funds to
buy shares, depositing up to 50
trillion rials (about $130 million)
of the resources approved in
the national budget bill for the
Capital Market Development and
Stabilization Fund, as well as direct
and continuous  coordination,
supervision and monitoring of the
legal entities active in the capital
market, including companies and
semi-governmental financial
institutions, pension funds and

analy

e
military institutions were among
the measures considered in the
mentioned support package.

The package also stressed
cooperation between the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) and the Ministry
of Finance and Economic Affairs to
manage the interest rates.

Increasing SEO’s direct
investment in Capital Market
Development and Stabilization
Fund, limiting the activities of
marketers, and suspending the
underwriting of securities and
initial  offerings until  further
notice were also among the issues
considered in SEO’s support

rket expected to begin an
rd trend:

st

package.

Following this support package,
the market started a modest
upward trend in November which
continued for almost a week.

TEDPIX, the main index of
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE) rose
131,000 points (10.21 percent) to
1.414 million points in the Iranian
calendar week ended on November
1.

As reported, it was the highest
weekly rise during the current
Iranian calendar year (began on
March 21).

Back in February, the
government’s economic
coordination headquarters had

also unveiled a support package for
the capital market, which included
measures suchasreducing the price
of petrochemical feed, reducing
taxes on manufacturing companies,
defining new regulations for
the mining sector, increasing
the capital of the Stock Market
Stabilization Fund, controlling the
release of government bonds, and
determining the exchange rate of
the banks; but this package, despite
the temporary positive effects, was
not able to change the general
trend of the market and prevent the
continuous fall of the stock prices.

Sponge iron export stands at $1Q

TEHRAN- The value of Iran’s sponge iron export
stood at $106 million in the first eight months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-November 21), the Industry, Mining and Trade
Ministry has announced.

Direct reduced iron (DRI), also called sponge
iron, is produced from the direct reduction
of iron ore (in the form of lumps, pellets, or fines)
into iron by a reducing gas or elemental carbon
produced from natural gas or coal. Many ores are
suitable for direct reduction.

While Iran is fighting the U.S. severe sanctions
on its economy, and the country’s different
industrial and economic sectors have been
affected by the limitations and difficulties caused
by the sanctions condition, the country’s mining
sector is moving forward noticeably, overcoming
such barriers.

Among the mining sector’s different products,
sponge iron is an outstanding example, as the
production of this item is rising more and more in
the country.

[ranian  Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO), Iran’s largest metals and mining
holding, has stated that one of the most important

reasons for the increase in sponge iron production
in Iran is the establishment of new sponge iron
plants, adding that in recent years, with its new
strategy and with the participation of the private
sector, the organization has been able to launch
several projects to produce sponge iron.

Meanwhile, in last July, IMIDRO reported
that Iran’s Mines and Metals Company (MME) has
established China’s first gas-based sponge iron
production unit using the Persian Direct Reduction
(PERED) technology.

“As the world’s first manufacturer of gas-
based sponge iron, Iran is now transferring the
technology to the world’s biggest steel producer”,

6m in 8 months

IMIDRO announced at the time.

The deal for the construction of the first gas-
based sponge iron plant was concluded between
China’'s CSTM Company and MME Company from
Iran as the license owner of PERED technology.

With a capacity of 300,000 tons, the plant has
been launched in China’s Taiyuan city.

PERED is anew technology for producing sponge
iron using natural gas as fuel, which according to
MME is a masterwork of the Iranian steel industry
and is more efficient and effective in all respects
such as the degree of metallization of the product,
fuel consumption, operating costs and ease of
operation compared to similar technologies.

This technology is already being used in several
production units across Iran including Shadegan
Steel, Miyaneh Steel, Neyriz Steel, and Baft Steel
companies.

The main difference of the PERED technology
with other technologies is the high and tangible
quality of the sponge iron metallization, which has
been reached above 95 percent on the initial day. In
other technologies, however, it is very difficult to
achieve a degree of metallization above 95 percent
during the first months of a unit’s operation.

Commodities worth over $781m traded at IME in a week

TEHRAN-  During the past
Iranian calendar week (ended on
Friday), 2,531,054 million tons of
commodities worth more than
$781 million were traded at Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Affairs
Department, the exchange traded
on its metals and minerals trading
floor 2,065,000 million tons of
commodities valued at more than
S541 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,086,868 tons of cement, 330,000
tons of iron ore, 537,718 tons of steel,
112,500 tons of sponge iron, 5,025
tons of zinc, 7725 tons of aluminum,
8,000 tons of copper, 200 tons of
molybdenum concentrate, 53 kg of
gold bars and 4,800 vehicles.

Furthermore, the IME witnessed
on both domestic and export rings
of its oil and petrochemical trading
floor 431,306 tons of commodities
worth nearly $220 million.

Commodities traded on this floor

included 867,757 tons of polymeric
products, 115,000 tons of vacuum
bottom, 38,500 tons of lube cut,
39429 tons of chemicals, 1200
tons of sulfur, 260 tons of argon,
5409 tons of base oil, 600 tons
of insulation and 141,967 tons of
bitumen.

The IME also traded within
the same week 34,531 tons of
commodities on its side market.

As previously reported,
10,206,807 tons of commodities
worth over $2.5 billion were traded
at Iran Mercantile Exchange during
the past Iranian calendar month
Aban (ended on November 21).

The exchange traded on both
domestic and export rings of its
oil and petrochemical trading floor
1767 million tons of commodities
valued at nearly $963 million.

The IME’s customers purchased
on this floor 452,000 tons of
vacuum bottom, 509,633 tons of
bitumen, 394,914 tons of polymeric
products, 203,100 tons of lube cut,

139,208 tons of chemicals, 36,575
tons of sulfur, 26,432 tons of oil and
1,100 tons of insulation.

Furthermore, the exchange saw
trade of more than 8.322 million
tons of commodities worth over $1.5
billion on its metals and minerals
trading floor.

[tems traded on this floor included
5,778,000 tons of cement, 1,462,000
tons of steel, 657,000 tons of iron
ore, 338,500 tons of sponge iron,
35,610 tons of aluminum, 4,740 tons
of zinc, 41,892 tons of copper, 1,000
tons of molybdenum concentrate,
66 tons of precious metals
concentrate and 40 kg of gold bars.

Its worth noting that the IME
also traded 2,416 vehicles on its
automobiles trading floor.

Last was the IME’s side market on

which the exchange traded 71,779
tons of commodities

The value of trades at Iran
Mercantile Exchange rose 102
percent, and the volume of trades at

the exchange increased 128 percent
in the past Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20), which
was the highest level of growth in
the history of the exchange since its
establishment.

Statistical data show that in the
past year, in addition to new records
in the volume and value of trades
of different products, 10 major
records in total value and physical
market trades were registered. In
a way that besides the total value
of trades, the volume and value of
physical market trades, the volume,
and value of industrial products and
petrochemicals trades, the value of
oil products trades and the volume
and value of side market trades all
hit records.

IME is one of the four major stock
markets of Iran, the other three
markets are Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), Iran’s  over-the-counter
(OTC) market known also as Iran
Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX).

TCCIMA’s agriculture committee holds meeting to discuss sector challenges

TEHRAN - The Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA)'s
Agriculture and Process Industries Committee
held its 23rd meeting on Sunday during which the
problems and challenges facing businesses active
in the agricultural sector were discussed.

The meeting was attended by Head of TCCIMA
Agriculture Committee Kaveh Zargaran and
Deputy Agriculture Minister for Planning and
Economic Affairs Mohammad Ghorbani, the
TCCIMA portal reported.

Speaking in the gathering, Zargaran mentioned
a recent meeting of Agriculture Minister

Javad Sadati-Nejad with the private sector
representatives and said: “In that meeting, the
agriculture minister emphasized the active
presence of the private sector in the supply and
maintenance of the country’s strategic reserves.’

According to Zargaran, lack of capital and
liquidity is the major issue that most of the
companies and entities active in the agriculture
sector are currently facing.

He called on the government to stop interfering
with the pricing process of agricultural products,
noting: “The government should eliminate
the pricing policy and stop issuing different

instructions for the pricing of products to allow
the organizations and people active in this sector
to be able to make plans and the market can be
monitored by them.”

In response to the issues raised by the private
sector representatives, Ghorbani for his part
emphasized the necessity of the private sector
entities entering the economic arena and
providing assistance to the government, saying
that the government is ready to take all the
necessary measures for the active presence of the
private sector in the agricultural sector.



Frompage 1 » The US. Senate has
passed legislation for the Pentagon
budget next year. A whopping $858
billion. The unprecedented package
is $45 billion more than President Joe
Biden had requested and is set to have
consequences for global peace and
security.

The bill is the largest budget in the
history of the world. It is about three
to four times larger than the budget
of China whose population last year
stood at 1.412 billion, in comparison to
the 331.9 million of the United States.

It is also a conservative budget as
it does not include other aspects of
the US. military such as America’s
nuclear weapons program, which is
in the region of trillions of dollars. Nor
does it include the Central Intelligence
Agency. Last year, Congress gave the
CIA $25 billion more than it asked for.

Experts say this huge US. military
budget supports a network of global
occupation. An occupation that has
a military presence that includes
Europe, parts of East Asia, in particular
Japan and South Korea, nations across
West Asia, and parts of Africa.

The amount of money being spent
on the military has been met with
anger among Americans, especially
during this period of economic
hardship on the backdrop of a global
pandemic and war in Ukraine.

Since 2001, conservative estimates
suggest the US. has spent at least
‘20 trillion dollars’ on war and military
adventurism abroad.

This is while the latest $858 billion
bill has no purpose to protect the
people of the United States. Nobody
is threatening the U.S. mainland which
raises the question of why such a large
amount is being spent by Washington
on its military.

Nearly half of the US. discretionary
budget is wasted on the military.

The diversion of these resources
could be used for feeding, clothing,
educating, building, and treating
Americans back home who are
desperately in need of such services.

There is a lack of healthcare or
enough housing, adequate food and
clean water, or a clean environment
inside the United States. These issues
arerarely mentioned by the U.S. media.

There has been a very extensive
propaganda campaign inside the US.
in support of the US. proxy war in
Ukraine, which seems to have won.
This campaign is being launched by
bipartisan parties in Congress.

This is a war that could have easily

.

U.S. budget spels

more global
instability for 2023

been avoided and prevented the
suffering of the Ukrainian people as
well as citizens across Europe.

The huge amount of money in the
military is being used to support the
US’s declining worldwide empire.
Washington has to resort to keeping
this sinking empire in power and in
place through militarism expenditure.

The US. is slipping in many ways,
as far as being the dominant world
power when it comes to economics
and finance, and diplomacy. But
it does claim to be the world’s
leading military power, which other
countries can depend on.

History has proventhattobefalse
and such a claim by Washington
of being the world’s number one
military power is not something to
be proud of considering its multiple
military defeats.

The budget also allocates
funds to send more military aid to
Ukraine which raises the question
if Washington is seeking to prolong
the war.

Experts say the aim is to seek
regime change in Russia, in particular,
after Moscow sent its forces to Syria
to help Damascus fight terrorism.

The idea of dismantling the Russian
Federation has been openly talked
about at the US. state department.
It is actively holding public forums in
various places with groupsthatthe US.
claims are “repressed nationalities” in
Russia under the context of “liberation
movements’”.

Critics say Washington is doing

or trying to do what was done to the
Soviet Union in 1991.

But critics also say some
policymakers at the US. State
Department are under the illusion
or delusional enough to believe
that Washington can re-enact the
events of 1991 (when the Soviet
Union was dissolved) and have
the Russian Federation collapse by
expanding NATO.

Washington is playing with
fire in Ukraine as Russia says if it
sends Patriot missile batteries to
Kyiv, that means American military
personnel would be operating the
missile systems.

This could pit Russian forces in
direct combat with American forces
and could potentially expand the
war. Should the US. military sustain
casualties by Russian retaliatory
attacks, this would lead to nowhere
but a third world war.

It highlights the instability of
America’s delusional policy-making.
The US. invaded Afghanistan but
never expected to be occupying the
country for 20 years with no plans
on how to withdraw until it fled
in a very chaotic nature in similar
scenes to Afghanistan.

The massive military policy bill
also includes the authorization
of up to $10 billion in military
assistance  and  fast-tracked
weapons procurement for Taiwan.

One think tank says it will allow a
regional contingency stockpile that
will allow the Pentagon to place
weapons in Taiwan (which is part of
China) for use if a military conflict
with Beijing arises.

The US. Indo-Pacific Command’s

outgoing Admiral Phil Davidson,
before leaving office, said the island
chain countries have to be prepared for
war. In other words, places like Japan,
Taiwan, the Philippines, and others
have to prepare for war triggered by
the US.

Analysts have interpreted this until
today, as meaning that countries
surrounding China have to be built up
militarily so that if a war occurs with
China these countries and regions get
hit and suffer casualties as well as
destruction.

But Washington needs the same
countries and regions to have
so much weaponry so they can
continue fighting or serve as the
basis for the U.S. to continue a war
against China until victory.

It highlights how little concern
the U.S. has towards those countries
and how cold-blooded the US.
approach to waris.

It also means the United States
is disregarding the Shanghai
Communique which recognizes on
both sides of the strait, everyone
recognizes only one China. Now
Washington is not treating Taiwan as
part of China which is very dangerous.

There has been an ongoing drive to
militarize some nations surrounding
China, in a similar fashion to Russia.

In Africa, the US. is fighting in five
or six places in addition to the Ukraine
war, the Yemen war, and other civil
wars that Washington is waging
through various proxies.

The timing of the budget comes
at a time when the US. national
debt stands at around 31 trillion
dollars, which puts into question
the thought process of those
making decisions in America.

US. senators backed the bill
overwhelmingly which means there
is always consensus on the war in a
congressthat has U.S.arms companies
in the pockets of lawmakers.

The military-industrial complex,
along with the banks and the
oil companies are the only
beneficiaries of war.

Unlike healthcare, abortion, gun
control, and so many other issues
that take so long to pass Congress
amid deep divisions between the
Republicans and the Democrats, when
it comes to militarism, there is no
bickering at all.

The bill passed so easily in both
chambers which tells you all you
need to know about the priorities
of Washington.

Disgust towards Israel reflective of world public opinion: historian

‘The support for the Palestinians is not hard to discern’

By Somayeh Ebrahim Khalili

TEHRAN - Jeremy Kuzmarov, who specializes in
US. foreign policy and modern US. history, says
the “disgust of many countries towards Israel is
reflective of the world public opinion” against Israeli
rulers who have committed many crimes against
Palestinians.

Kuzmarov, a board member of the Tulsa Peace
Fellowship, tells the Tehran Times that “even many
North American Jews are morally outraged by many
of the excesses of right-wing Israeli governments.”

Kuzmarov also highlights that Israeli politics are
currently dominated by parties which adopt a hard-
line approach towards the Palestinians and seek a
“Greater Israel”

Following is the text of the interview:

What message did the nations send to the
Israeli leaders during the 2022 World Cup?

According to the Jerusalem Post, many Israelis
reported being met by an atmosphere of hostility and
hatred at the World Cup in Qatar, with fans refusing
to speak to Israeli journalists, waving Palestinian
flags in the background of their videos and yelling
at them. The reasons for the hostility to Israel and
support for the Palestinians is not hard to discern.
The Israelis have occupied Palestinian land since the
1967 Six-Day War and Palestinians are fighting one
of the world’s last anti-colonial struggles. In recent
years, the Israelis have committed many massacres
and war crimes and have become increasingly brazen
in doing so—largely because they feel protected by
$3.8 billion in annual U.S. military aid. The Israelis
recently elected an extreme right-wing government
led by Benjamin Netanyahu who is against any peace
process and takes a hard-line approach against the
Palestinians. Illegal settlement expansion in the
West Bank has increased massively under his long
tenure in power and he has presided over numerous
wars in Gaza. The new Minister of Security is Itamar
Ben-Gvir, the leader of the ultra-nationalistic
Religious Zionist Party, which won 16 seats in the
new 120-seat Knesset and now has the body’s third-
largest presence. Ben-Gvir is an extremist who has
been arrested dozens of times in the past decade
for hate speech and hate crimes, for pulling a gun on
unarmed Palestinians, and for physically attacking

Palestinians. He bragged that he kept a framed
photo of terrorist Baruch Goldstein on his living
room wall. Goldstein massacred 29 Palestinians in
a 1994 attack that became known as the Cave of the
Patriarchs Massacre.

Moroccans support for Palestinians was
exceptional during the World Cup matches.
How do you evaluate the strong support for the
Palestinian cause by the people of this North
African country?

Moroccans celebrated their epic win against Spain
with a Palestinian flag. This goes to show, | think, that
the Palestinian cause is one embraced through the
Arab World and North Africa. Palestinians are viewed
as fighting for their historic liberation against a
colonial oppressor (Israel) backed by the largest
imperial power in the world, the U.S. The Palestinian
people have endured great hardship and suffering
and have more and more begun to arouse people’s
sympathy around the world. Now Morocco maintains
its own occupation of the Western Sahara that is
oppressive, but that is another story.

Even other nations like Brazilians and Japanese
expressed their disgust to Israelis. What message
does it convey to the Zionist regime?

| think the disgust of many countries towards
Israel is reflective that world public opinion has
changed considerably on the Israel-Palestinian
conflict over the last decade. Even many North
American Jews are morally outraged by many of
the excesses of right-wing Israeli governments who
have trampled on Palestinian rights, committed
many massacres in Gaza and tried to starve the
Gazan people, and have instituted what many
consider to be an apartheid state. Israel is beginning
to become an international pariah like South Africa
during the later phases of the apartheid era. The
current Israeli government is an extreme one, with
officials like [tamar Ben-Gvir who do not hide their
hatred for the Palestinian people and openly support
racist violence directed against them. This is not
acceptable to many people in the 21st century and
invokes horrors from other eras of history.

How Israel been successful in normalizing
relationship with the certain Arab countries since
August 2020?

In August 2020, Israel signed the historic
Abraham Accords normalizing relations with
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The UAE in this
agreement became the third country to normalize
relations with Israel after Egypt and Jordan. Since
the agreement was signed, Israel has bolstered
its trading ties with the UAE. Israel has a dynamic
economy and so countries see advantage in
alliance with it. The UAE is also a strong US. ally
like Egypt and Jordan. Israelis thus piggy-backing
off US. foreign policy and cultivating alliances
with pro-US. governments. These alliances
benefit US. interests in the Middle East as the
US. attempts to exert its hegemony there—
and tries to isolate independent countries like
Iran and Syria that have stood against imperial
interference in the region and have in tumn been
subjected to brutal sanctions by the US. and
covert regime change operations—which in
Syria’'s case resulted to a disastrous war that
nearly destroyed the country.

How do you see the future of Israel-Arab world
relationship?

| think that Israel will continued to cultivate
alliances with regimes that ally with the US. and
become more and more isolated and loathed
in the rest of the Middle East and Arab World.
Israeli politics are currently dominated by parties
which adopt a hard-line approach towards the
Palestinians and seek a “Greater Israel” The
more conciliatory and liberal elements in Israel
have been marginalized. And so Israeli atrocities
directed against the Palestinians will likely
continue. The Israeli lobby remains dominant in
US. politics and so the US. will likely continue to
provide Israel with massive military support that
enables its atrocities and violation of Palestinian
rights. Israel has long functioned as a vital proxy
for US. interests in the Middle East, which has in
the past performed a lot of the dirty work for the
US. (like removing Gamal Abdel Nasser by waging
the Six Day War). So as long as the US. supports
Israel militarily, it will feel emboldened to take a
hard-line approach against the Palestinians and
try and achieve a greater Israel and expand its
territory—while trying to strike a blow at enemies
like Iran and Syria.
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Americans brace
for unhappy
newyear

Two-thirds of respondents in a new
USA TODAY/Suffolk University poll say the
country has gotten off on the wrong track,
and they express little confidence in either
political party or any branch of government
to effectively address the challenges they
see ahead.

Their priority for President Joe Biden and
the new Congress in 2023 is clear: inflation
and the economy, chosen as the No. 1 or No.
2 issue by 54% of those surveyed. That's
double the number for any other issue.

“I'm hopeful, but I'm also doubtful,” said
Janet Brown, a Republican who works as a
mortgage broker in Petaluma, California.
Peter Grant, a Democrat who owns a small
marine business in Waldoboro, Maine,
described himself as “weary.”

“We're in for some tumultuous times/’
Grant, 62, predicted in a follow-up interview
after participating in the poll. “Things are
not good in this country right now in a lot
of ways.”

The survey of 1,000 registered voters,
taken by landline and cellphone Dec. 7-11,
has a margin of error of plus or minus 3.1
percentage points.

There were few signs of a burst of
optimism as the new year nears.

By 65%-26%, Americans say the country
has gotten off on the wrong track, not
headed in the right direction. At the end of
last year, those surveyed said by 57%-30%
the country was on the wrong track - not
exactly a measure of national exuberance
but a less dire assessment of the future as a
new year approached.

That said, today’s downbeat reading is an
improvement from July when by 76%-15% of
Americans said the nation wasn’t headed in
the right direction.

Kadyrov addresses
Muslims around
the world in
Chinese

Ramzan Kadyrov, the Head of Chechnya
[Federal subject of the Russian Federation
- ed.], urged Muslims around the world
to “unite in joint efforts against NATO,
speaking in Chinese.

“Overthepast 100 years, the United States
and Europe have organized dozens of wars,
military coups, and invasions. Millions of
civilians have become theirvictims. Although
now they pose an even more terrible threat,
destroying all the moral values that have
been formed by the peoples of all countries
during the existence of mankind...

Their money and weapons are nothing in
the face of our solidarity, will, and faith in
our Creator!”.

According to him, the North Atlantic
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Alliance threatens the existence of the
whole world, “but Russia, contrary to all
the forecasts of the West, has challenged
this evil and is confidently moving towards
victory”.

Kadyrov called on Muslims to “stand on
the same side with their brothers” and
“against the common enemy” because NATO
“will soon come to destroy their homeland.”

Gunman kills five
in aresidential unit
in Toronto

Five people have been shot and killed in a
residential unit in the Greater Toronto Area
before the gunman was killed by police,
authorities have said.

Police were called to a residential building
in Vaughan, north of Toronto, at about 7.20
pm on Sunday to reports of an active male
shooter who had shot several victims at a
condo in Ontario city.

“When police arrived, an interaction
occurred between the officers and a male
subject, and the subject was shot. He was
pronounced deceased at the scene,” York
regional police said in a statement released
late on Sunday.

“Horrendous scene,” York police chief
James MacSween added. “Six deceased. One
of them is the subject. The other five are
victims.”

Another person was taken to hospital
where they remain in a serious condition but
are expected to survive.

Palestine condemn
Israeli deportation
of rights activist
to France

Palestinian  authorities on  Sunday
condemned Israel’s forcible expelling of
Salah Al-Hamouri, a French-Palestinian
lawyer and rights activist, resident of East
Jerusalem, to France.

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry said in
a statement that the deportation of Al-
Hamouri “is an outrageous step committed
by the illegal occupation and a war crime
that is added to its long list of crimes
committed against the Palestinians.”

It urged the international community,
including France, “to hold Israel accountable
for its ongoing crimes, including the forcible
displacement of the lawyer Al-Hamouri”

“We call on the UN Security Council to
uphold its obligations and bring an end to
Israel’s continuous war crimes,” it said.

The Israeli authorities deported Al-
Hamouri to France at midnight, “although
the legal procedures that were scheduled
in his case had not yet ended, including the
objection to withdrawing his identity,” said
the Palestinian Prisoners Club Association, a
Palestinian non-governmental organization,
on Sunday.

French fans tear gassed by riot cops as clashes erupt across the country after World Cup final defeat
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Gold treasures of ancient Iranian
migrants break out another
skirmish between Russia, Ukraine

TEHRAN - Uncertain fate of gold treasures,
that once belonged to Scythians, Iranian nomadic
people who migrated westward to southern
Russia and Ukraine in the 8th and 7th centuries
BC, has led to another skirmish between the two
neighbors in the wake of the war in Ukraine.

The Scythians founded a rich, powerful empire
centered on what is now Crimea. The empire
survived for several centuries before succumbing
to the Sarmatians during the period from the 4th
century BC to the 2nd century CE.

The people the Greeks called Scythians were
formidable warriors and nomads who dominated
the Eurasian steppe for more than 1,000 years
from about 800 BC - long before the creation of
national borders.

The fabulous weapons and gold ornaments
they left behind ended up in museums across the
region, many of them in Ukraine.

According to The Guardian, since Russian
troops invaded Ukraine in February, however,
much Scythian gold - along with millions of
other priceless artifacts - has been looted or
“evacuated”

Serhii Telizhenko, of the National Institute of
Archaeology in Kyiv, who has been monitoring
the wave of destruction, said he realized there
would be losses after the invasion, “but | could
not imagine the scale.”

As mentioned by The Guardian, some museums
managed to move their collections to safety
in time. They include Odesa’s archaeological
museum and one in Melitopol that holds Ukraine’s
most important collection of Scythian gold.
Meanwhile, Irina Shramko, director of Kharkiv's
archaeological museum, and her colleagues have
been spending their nights close to their Scythian
and bronze age treasures.

“This is the case all over Ukraine,” said Regina
Uhl of the German Archaeological Institute in
Berlin, which has been providing money and
materials for its Ukrainian colleagues. “They
thought they could protect the objects better if
they were closer”

However, the pace of Russian occupation,
particularly in the east of the country, meant that
many museums did not have time to implement
their evacuation plans. The local history museums
of Lyman in the Donetsk region and Rubizhne in
Luhansk were destroyed, Telizhenko said, and the
fate of their collections is unknown.

The museum of local lore in Mariupol, which

Fourth century BC golden ceremonial
headgear from a Scythian king’s burial
mound in the Museum of Historical Trea-
sures in Kyiv in September, 2022

also had an important collection of Scythian
gold, was badly shelled in the spring, and in April
Russian media announced that about 2,000
objects had been removed from it to the occupied
city of Donetsk. They include priceless paintings
by Arkhip Kuindzhi and Ivan Aivazovsky.

Ukrainian intelligence claims that much of the
material taken from its museums has found its
way to Crimea. Telizhenko cited reports that in
late October, employees of the Chersonese state
museum in Sevastopol, Crimea, arrived at the
Kherson regional museum of local lore to remove
its collection.

Sam Hardy, head of illicit trade research at
international charity, the Heritage Management
Organization, said the loss of ancient sites’
integrity was more serious than the loss of
priceless artifacts. “The thing that we get the
information from is the context, the relationship
between everything, the site rather than the
individual object,” he said.

Until the 20th century, most of what was
known about the history of the Scythians came
from the account of the ancient Greek historian
Herodotus, who visited their territory. In modern
times, this record has been expanded primarily by
Russian and other anthropologists who have dug
kurgans in places like Tyva and Kazakhstan.

The Scythians were feared and admired for their
prowess inwar and especially their horsemanship.
They were among the first humans to master
the art of horseback riding, and their mobility
amazed their neighbors. The migration of the
Scythians from Asia eventually brought them into
the territory of the Cimmerians, who traditionally
controlled the Caucasus and the plains north of
the Black Sea.

Ancient graves, skeletons
unearthed in north-central Iran

TEHRAN - A number of graves and human
skeletons have recently been discovered by a
team of archaeologists during archeological
excavations at the ancient cemetery of
Mersinchal, north-central Semnan province.

A total of 49 tomb chambers and human
skeletons, dating back from the Iron Age
to the Parthian era (247 BC - 224 CE) were
discovered during a rescue season carried
out at the basin of the developing dam in
Mahdishahr county of the province, ISNA
quoted archaeologist Mohammadreza Nemati

as saying on Monday.

Researchers recognized the bone remains
of 24 men, 16 women, and two children.
However, the gender of seven cases remained
unidentified, he added.

A wide variety of clay, silver, bronze, glass,
and stone relics were also found in the graves,
he mentioned.

Mersinchal cemetery has so far yielded tens
of relics discovered inside the tomb chambers,
as ancient people thought grave goods would
be useful to the deceased in the afterlife.

UNESCO sites at a glance

Aachen Cathedral

Itis Emperor Charlemagne” s own Palatine
Chapel, which constitutes the nucleus of the
Cathedral of Aachen, located in western
Germany.

The construction of the chapel between
793 and 813 symbolises the unification of
the West and its spiritual and political revival
under the aegis of Charlemagne.

Originally inspired by the churches of the
eastern part of the Holy Roman Empire, the
octagonal core was splendidly enlarged in
the Middle Ages. In 814, Charlemagne was
buried here.

Charlemagne made the Frankish royal
estate of Aachen, which had been serving
as a spa ever since the first century, his
favourite abode.

TEHRAN - An archaeological
team has found remnants of a
fire temple, estimated to date
from the Sassanid era, during its
excavations in northeast Iran.

“Arecent excavation conducted
in a site near the village of
Robat-e Sefid/Bazeh Hur has
revealed remnants of a fire
temple along with arrays of
murals and plasterwork,” ISNA
quoted archaeologist Meysam
Labbaf-Khaniki as saying on
Monday.

The survey has yielded
magnificent pieces of plasterwork
decorated with geometric, plant,
and human motifs, which sheds
new light on the religious and
economic aspects of the site.

“The discoveries will open a
new chapter in the history of
Iranian arts during the Sassanid
epoch,” ILNA quoted Labbaf-
Khaniki as saying on Sunday.

The fire temple once had
an arched brick space and a
hypostyle hall in the form of
a Chahar-Tag (Chahartaq), the
archaeologist explained.

Such an architectural form

Ruins of Sassanid
fire temple
discovered in Iran

turned into the most typical
form religious
architecture, relating closely to

of Sassanid

the expansion and stabilization

of Zoroastrianism under the
Sassanid reign and continuing
during the Islamic era thanks to
its usage in religious and holy

buildings such as mosques and
tombs.

Labbaf-Khaniki noted each
of the columns of this hall was
decorated with capitals bearing
exquisite stuccoworks.

Since 2014, the archaeologist
has taken part in several surveys
at the ancient site to study
the Sassanid monument itself,
carrying out the plan of the
original building and identifying
further structures around it.

The Sassanid era is of very
high importance in the history of
Iran. Under Sassanids, Persian
architecture and arts experienced
a general renaissance.
Architecture often took grandiose
proportions, such as palaces
at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and
Sarvestan, which are amongst the
highlights of the ensemble.

Apart  from  architecture,
crafts such as metalwork and
gem engraving grew highly
sophisticated, yet scholarship
was encouraged by the state. In
those years, works from both the
East and West were translated
into Pahlavi, the language of the
Sassanians.

Iran considers tax exemption for hospitals admitting foreign travelers

TEHRAN - Iran’s deputy tourism minister
on Sunday revealed a plan based on which
hospitals admitting foreign travelers will be
subject to a tax exemption.

Ali-Asghar Shalbafian said the exemption
would be granted to hospitals that take part
in the promotion of [the upcoming] Tehran
tourism fair.

“Hospitals offering services to medical
tourists can benefit from tax exemption by
participating in the promotion of the Tehran
tourism fair” Shalbafian said.

The official did not give further detail on
the mechanism of the tax incentive, which
should be approved by the national tax
administration.

Available data compiled by the Health
Ministry suggests the Islamic Republic hosts
an average of one million medical tourists per
annum.

Medical tourism in Iran, according to some
experts, is a win-win opportunity both for
the country and foreign patients, as they
are offered affordable yet quality treatment
services and the country gains considerable
foreign currency.

Credible  surgeons and  physicians,
cutting-edge medical technologies, high-
tech medicine and diverse specializations,
super affordable procedures, and finally its
hospitable people, are considered Iran’s trump
card when it comes to medical tourism.

The Islamic Republic has set goals to
exceed its yearly medical travelers to around
two million in [calendar year] 1404 (March
2025-March 2026).

Festival on Yalda night underway in Tehran

TEHRAN - A festival dedicated
to Yalda night (Shab-e Chelleh),
one of the most celebrated
Persian traditional events, which
marks the longest night of the
year, is currently underway at
the Sadabad Cultural-Historical
Complex in northern Tehran.

Recitations from great Persian
poets such as Ferdowsi and
Hafez, poppet shows, and music
performances are parts of the
event, IRNA reported on Monday.

In conjunction with Yalda night,
the festival will come to an end on
Wednesday.

Earlier this month, at the 17th
session of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage Committee of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and  Cultural  Organization
(UNESCO), which was held in
Morocco, Yalda night gained
UNESCO status jointly with Iran
and Afghanistan.

Yalda refers to a traditional
celebration of the sun and the
warmth of life. Practiced in Iran
and Afghanistan, the event takes
place the last night of autumn,
when families gather at the
houses of elders and sit around
a table adorned with a series of

symbolic objects and foods: a
lamp to symbolize light, water
to represent cleanliness, and red
fruits such as pomegranates,
watermelons, beetroots, jujube,
and grapes to symbolize warmth.

Broth, sweets, dried fruits, and
nuts that are used specifically for
the occasion are also set on the
table and consumed during the
gathering. Activities range from
reciting poetry and storytelling
to playing games and music and
giving giftstonew in-laws, brides,
and children. The event celebrates
cultural identity, nature, respect
for women, friendship, hospitality,

cultural diversity, and peaceful
coexistence. It is transmitted

informally ~ within  families,
although radio and television
programs, publications, social

media, and educational materials
have also played an important
role in transmitting the practice
in recent years.

Sprawled on about 110 hectares
of a mountainside parkland in
northern Tehran, the Sadabad
Cultural-Historical Complex used
to be a royal summer residence
during the Qajar and Pahlavi eras.

Excavatlon sheds new light on Sassanid-Islamic site

TEHRAN - A team of [ranian archaeologlsts
has recently finished an archaeological season
on an ancient site at the basin of the newly
constructed Chamshir Dam in southwest Iran.

During this survey, stone architectural
structures, pieces of pottery from the Sassanid
era to the Middle Islamic centuries, stone and
glass relics were identified and documented,
archaeologist Saeid Amir-Hajilu said on Monday.

It seems that the site was a seasonal winter
settlement or a resort in the Sassanid period,

based on the quality of the architectural
structures and the surrounding landscape, he
added.

Back in July, Amir-Hajilu announced that the
site had severely destroyed by local farmers.

About 70 percent of the archaeological
site has been plowed and leveled by farmers,
resulting in demolishing many relics buried in
this area, he said.

“Archaeological excavations have yielded
poor results so far due to an extensive level of
destruction by farmers”

“However, we have discovered a wide range
of relics, including pottery, glass, stone beads,
and stone mortars at the site,” he explained.

He also noted that architectural remnants
of the Sassanids, early and middle Islamic eras
have been identified at the site.

Sassanid architecture is characterized by the
use of stone rubble and plaster mortar, whereas
the early Islamic architecture found in this area
lacks the quality of Sassanid architecture, he

added.

“The architecture of the third period is very
poor and lacked order and quality, and was
probably developed by nomadic tribes that
settled in this area during the middle Islamic
centuries,” he mentioned.

As a result of the overlap of architectures
from different periods, it can be said that in the
early Islamic period, new walls were built on the
walls of the Sassanid period without affecting
the rest of the plan, he explained.

The Sassanid age is of very high importance
in the history of Iran. Under Sassanids, Persian
architecture, in addition to arts, experienced a
general renaissance. Architecture often took
grandiose proportions, such as palaces at
Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and Sarvestan, which are
amongst the highlights of the ensemble.

Sassanid archaeological designs typically
represent a highly efficient system of land use
and strategic utilization of natural topography
in the creation of the earliest cultural centers of
the Sassanid civilization.

Khuzestan takes steps to develop water tourism

TEHRAN - The  tourism

more prices in other parts of the

involves  traveling

places are ideally suited to whitewater

authorities of Khuzestan seek
to promote water tourism in the
southwestern province, the deputy
provincial tourism has said.

“There have been efforts in this
province to develop hydro tourism,’
Peyman Nabahani said on Monday,
ISNA reported.

Some nine recreational piers
have been constructed surrounding
the Shadegan wetland, as one of
the main tourist attractions of the
region, the official explained.

There are also plans to launch

province, where tourism capacity is
high, he mentioned.

Creating efficient infrastructure
for the expansion of educational
and technological activities in the
field of water tourism is also on the
agenda, he added.

Launching a water taxi service
as well as creating tourism sites in
Abadan and Khorramshahr cities
are also parts of the province’s
tourism department’s plans, he
noted.

Hydro tourism or water tourism

specifically to take part in water-
based activities. Some individuals
who do not wish to partake in
water-related activities embark on
water tourism trips so that they can
visit tourist sites that sit close to
bodies of water such as lakes, rivers,
dams, oceans, etc. Water tourists
are regularly independent travelers,
although some travel businesses do
organize group trips.

Water trips occasionally involve
inland destinations, such as lakes
and rivers. Holidaymakers can sail
or swim on lakes while many rivers

rafting. Additionally, some leisure
businesses operate water parks
that contain swimming pools, water
slides, and areas for kayaking or
canoeing.

Khuzestan is home to three
UNESCO World Heritage sites
Susa, Tchogha Zanbil and Shushtar
Historical Hydraulic System, yet
it is a region of raw beauty that
its visitors could spend weeks
exploring. The province is also a
cradle for handicrafts and arts
whose crafters inherited from their
preceding generations.



TEHRAN - Some 150 species of
migratory birds are wintering in
the wetlands and mangrove for-
ests of Southern Qeshm Island, the
provincial department of environ-
ment chief Mohammad Hashem
Dakhteh, has said.

The mangrove forests or Hara
forests, covering an area of 27,310
hectares, are located on the south-
ern coast of Iran, particularly on
and near the island of Qeshm in the
Persian Gulf.

Dominated by the species Avi-
cennia marina, known locally as the
“hara” or “harra” tree, the forests
represent an important ecologi-
cal resource. The “Hara Protected
Area” on Qeshm and the nearby
mainland is a biosphere reserve
where commercial use is restricted
to fishing (mainly shrimp), tourist
boat trips, and limited mangrove
cutting for animal feed.

The area is a major habitat for
migratory birds in the cold season,
and for reptiles, fish, and varieties
of Arthropoda and bivalves. Green
(or hooked) turtles and venomous
aquatic snakes are also indigenous
to the forests.

Beautiful birds such as Dalma-
tian pelicans, cormorants, Europe-
an bee-eater, larks, and flamingos
came to the Hara Biosphere Reserve
and its wetlands, he stated.

Hara Mangrove Biosphere Reserve
and its wetlands are one of the best
habitats for migratory birds in the
country. Every year, in autumn and
winter, large flocks of birds from dif-
ferent parts of the world, especially
from the northemn hemisphere, mi-
grate to this area, he also explained.

The drying up of some lakes in-
side the country, the pollution, and
the crowds in some wetlands of Iran
and the world have turned Qeshm
into one of the best habitats for the
species’ wintering trip, Dakhteh said.

Diverse aquatic life and sea-
sonal ponds, habitats, peace, be-

Southern

mangrove
forests hosting
150 migratory
bird species

ing far from human reach and the
appropriate temperature in the
winter season are other factors
that attract rare migratory birds
to this area every year.

So far, more than 250 migra-
tory and native bird species have
been identified in different habi-
tats of Qeshm Island in four sea-
sons, he noted.

Some species, such as the
spotted owl, crab plover, and Dal-
matian pelican, are also of inter-
est in Iran and West Asia [Middle
East] due to their limited number.

The best time for bird watching in
the Qeshm international geopark is

autumn and winter, when ornitholo-
gists and domestic and foreign tour-
ists can watch a variety of prominent
birds, including the desert white-
throat, purple sunbird, pied avocet,
Shrikes, the cormorant, and herons.

Unique birdwatching sitesin Iran

Iran is decorated with impressive
wetlands that hold a great share of
aquatic and bird species and wildlife.
Anzali wetland, Qeshm Island, Urmia
Lake, and Miankaleh Peninsula are
among the most important locations
for bird watching in Iran.

Miankaleh Intermational Wetland
in Mazandaran, called the bird-
watching paradise of Iran, stretches

to a total area of 68,000 hectares,
which is home to at least 130 species
of migratory species with a popula-
tion of 1.5 million.

Being an impressive bird-watch-
ing destination, the wetland displays
a variety of bird species such as ot-
ters, all kinds of fish-eating ducks
(common goldeneye and Mergus),
pelicans, flamingos, cormorants,
common pheasants, partridges,
mute swan, tundra swan, and coots.
Ashuradeh was introduced and reg-
istered as one of the world’s first
biosphere zones in 1975.

Gomishan wetland in Golestan
province is home to over 20,000 wa-
ter birds, and more than 20 species
of birds, which supports three IUCN
Red List vulnerable species of water-
birds, i.e., Pelecanus Crispus, Aythya
nyroca, and Vanellus gregarious,
as well as the vulnerable mammal
Phoca (Pusa) caspica; it is also an
important staging area for the fish
subspecies Rutilus rutilus caspicas.

The areais a
major habitat for
migratory birds in

the cold season,
and for reptiles,
fish, turtles,
and venomous
aquatic snakes.

Located at the foot of the Zagros
mountains in north-western Iran,
Zarivar is a freshwater wetland
hosting over 74 bird species, which is
designated as a Ramsar Site.

The site provides a suitable breed-
ing and resting place for birds and
other wetland animals, and due to
the relatively extensive reed beds, it
is an important overwintering site
for northern migratory birds.

DOE outlines plans to protect Persian fallow deer

TEHRAN - The Department of Environment
(DOE) has prepared two plans to restore the en-
dangered Persian fallow deer, the deputy head
of the DOE has said.

“We are trying to increase the deer population
at the breeding sites and continue to search for
suitable habitats for the species,” ISNA quoted
Hassan Akbari as saying on Monday.

The population of Persian fallow deer has
been fluctuating, he said, adding, “At a time it
reached 700 with captive breeding plans, but
in some breeding centers, it faced problems,’
he lamented.

A total of 270 deer have remained in the
country, he said, adding, nearly 200 are males
and 70 are female, and this is a big risk for the
breeding process.

Various places were visited to find a suitable
habitat to return this species to nature, but
unfortunately, we have not yet found an ap-
propriate spot that has untouched forest, few
conflicts, suitable habitat, and the possibility of
protecting this species, he explained.

We are trying to increase the deer popu-
lation at the breeding sites and we will also
continue to search for the right natural hab-
itat to gradually return this species to the
wild, he further stated.

The Persian fallow deer is a rare deer native
to West Asia, today occurring only in Iran. The

Iranian researchers produce nano-mask
with %99.9 lethality to coronavirus

Researchers at the Institute of Materials and Energy affiliated
with the Ministry of Science, produced nano face masks that can kill

coronavirus by 99.9 percent.

International Union for Conservation of Nature
has long classified the Persian fallow deer as
endangered in 1996, vulnerable in 2006, and
endangered in 2010. A situation that has not
changed much over the years.

The main habitat of fallow deer in the coun-
try includes western and southwestern areas,
but the declining trend in the number of these
valuable species in the 1330s (falling from
1951-1961) led to measures to save them in
the late decade.

The International Union
for Conservation of
Nature classified the
Persian fallow deer as
endangered in 1996,
vulnerable in 2006, and
endangered in 2010.

For the past 60 years, the species are inhab-
iting protected areas, and the most important
center for the reproduction of fallow deer is the
semi-natural breeding site of Dasht-e Naz in the
city of Sari, where in the last two years the popu-
lation of the species has grown significantly.

ENGLISH IN USE

Another habitat for the reproduction of valu-
able species is the Ashk Island of Lake Urmia,
which has become a safe place to protect the
species from extinction due to the difficult ac-
cess of illegal poachers.

Persian fallow deer population in the Dasht-e
Naz site has increased by about 60 percent,
amounting to 53, in less than two years.

Over the years, 8 areas in different provinces
were considered for the breeding of this spe-
cies, as well as four private breeding centers
and zoos, where fallow deer were kept, but
some of them did not appear successful and
closed down, according to the Department of
Environment (DOE).

Iran’s Environment and Wildlife Observato-
ry recently announced that out of 320 fallow
deer counted in 2008, only 30 remain on Ashk
Island today, and this subspecies is on the
verge of extinction.
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Straight Truth

45 Iranian institutions among world’s greenest

From page 1 » None of the Iranian universities
are among the top 100 intuitions of the list, how-
ever, the University of Zanjan is ranked 107, and
tops the Iranian universities. Kashan University of
Medical Sciences with a rank of 156 and the Uni-
versity of Kashan ranking 163 are placed second
and third among the national institutions.

According to the 2022 “Greenmetric” report,
Wageningen University &Research is the greenest
institution in the world with the highest score, fol-
lowed by Nottingham Trent University, University
of Nottingham, and the University of Groningen.

In 2021, a total of 42 universities from Iran have
been listed among 1,000 green institutions world-
wide.

In 2020, two universities of Zanjan and Kashan
were listed among the top 100 green institutes,
while, in 2021, only the University of Zanjan re-
mained among the top 100.

Performance in 2022

According to the latest edition of the best glob-
al universities ranking released by U. S. News, 52
Iranian institutions were ranked among the best
institutions worldwide.

Fifty-eight universities from Iran were listed
among the top universities in Asia, according to
the 2022 Asia University Rankings of the Times
Higher Education.

S

World University Ranking

The 2022 edition of the Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings, based on universities’ contribu-
tions to delivering the UN’s Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), listed 27 Iranian universities.

The Webometrics Ranking of World Universities
2022 has ranked 694 Iranian institutions among
30,000 top universities across the world.

Also, 59 Iranian universities have been listed
among the top 3,000 institutions in the world in
terms of academic quality, according to the 2021-
2022 report released by University Ranking by Ac-
ademic Performance (URAP).

The Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) Graduate Em-
ployability Rankings 2022 list has been released,
which included three Iranian universities out of a
total of 550 institutes worldwide that highlighted
graduate employment processes.

RAMSARSITES IN IRAN

Part 22
General location

Gomishan Wetland is situated in the ex-
treme southern part of eastern coast of
Caspian Sea and also is in the western bor-
der of the Turkmen Steppe plains.

It is located in the northern part of Iran, in
the Golestan province and in the fortifications
of Bandar Turkmen city.

This city is 9 km to the south from the Wet-
land. The small town of Gomishan is located 4
km from the Wetland, to the east.

Physical features

Geology and geomorphology: The geological struc-
ture of this region is from Cenozoic (Pliocene - Quater-
nary) and mainly consists of silty and sandy sediments,
which is transported from the Caspian Sea.

Deeper materials, under the sediments, are
lime stone, sand and shiest. Generally, the Gom-
ishan coastal Lagoon is a low land beach with
the slope less than 1%.

Origins: The Wetland is totally natural coastal
lagoon and no part of it, is artificial.

Hydrology: The wetland is connected to the
Caspian Sea, so its hydrological features are di-
rectly generated from the sea.

Soil type: The vast low land plain that the wet-
land is located in the western part of it is called
the «Coastal lowland» physiographic unit.

Its soils are Solonchak with medium to slow wa-
ter penetration, heavy structure and high salinity.

Water depth and water permanence: The av-
erage water depth of the wetland is one meter.
The maximum depth of it is measured 2.5 meters,
which is in the northwestern part of the wetland,

close to the international border.

Because of the connection of the wetland with
the Sea, the water permanence is quit as it is for
Caspian Sea.

Fluctuations in water level: It is exactly the
same as with Caspian Sea. Tidal variations: There
is not seen any tidal variations.

Catchments area: The catchments area of the
wetland which is located in the eastern, north-
eastern and south - eastern parts of it, consists
of 2 river basins.

Atrak catchments area is 28 thousand square
kilometers. The river finally inflows to a small bay
in the name of Hassan- Gholi, in the vicinity of the
northern part of Gomishan wetland, in the rep. of
Turkmenistan.

Actually, the river in that point is dry or with
very low water. Gorgan River catchments area is
10.2 thousand square kilometers, at the south of
the Atrak catchments area.

Gorgan River, finally inflows into the Caspian
Sea, in a place south to the Gomishan wetland,
between the wetland and Gorgan Bay (Miankaleh).

These rivers have not any meaningful contribu-
tion in supplying the water of the wetland.

Downstream area: There is not any down-
stream area for the wetland.

Climate: The wetland’s climate, according
to de Martin’s system is temperate semi-arid,
with aridity index of 10 to 20.

The climate according to Silianinov’s system
is medium semi-arid, and with hydrothermal
index of 0.7 to 1.

Source: Ramsar.org
To be continued
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According to ISNA, Abuzar Masoudi, a faculty member of the

Materials and Energy Research Institute, said that since the fibers
of the fabric are hydrophilic. Therefore, the behavior of the virus is
different, so different masks have been offered, including the FFP1
mask, which prevents up to 95 percent of the virus and up to 80
percent of the bacteria. While the N95 mask resists the virus up to 95
percent, and up to 100 percent of the bacteria. Ve

This is while sponge and cloth masks prevent up to 50 percent of

bacteria from entering the body, and are not able to fight the virus.
According to Masoudi, this project is planned to enter the

industrial production phase.
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New cases

New deaths

Total cases

Total deaths

New hospitalized patients
Patients in critical condition
Total recovered patients

Diagnostic tests conducted

Doses of vaccine injected

75
0]
7,560,519
144,664
35
76
7,335,743

54,687,769

155,100,444
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

When a husband and wife look at each other with love, Allah looks
at both of them with mercy.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:02 Evening: 17:14

Dawn: 5:40 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 7:10 (tomorrow)

Architecture: Central Asia

Part2
Defense requirements stimulated
fortifications; the ancient cities and

strongholds of Parthyene (Nisa), Margiana
(Marv, Durmali, Chelborj), Kharazm (Janbas
Qale, Angka Qale, Hazarasp), Bactria (Old
Termez, Zartepa, Dalverzin Tepe, Qay-
Qobad-shah), Sogdiana (Samarkand, Yer
Kurgan, Kurgan Tepe, Umaramin Tepe) were
surrounded by moats and powerful walls with
fortified gates and rectangular towers.

Often there were numerous casemates in the
walls, chambers for bowmen in the towers, and
barbicans with emplacements for ballistas. Such
fortifications gave the ancient cities a grimly
imposing aspect.

The earlier building materials continued to be
used, but construction showed notable progress
with the introduction of wide-spanning beams
for roofing pillars (wooden, often on stone
bases, but sometimes entirely of stone) and raw
clay brick vaulting.

Architecturalstructuresbased onlocalbuilding
traditions nonetheless showed great originality.
Elements of Hellenic architecture—Corinthian
and lonic capitals, Attic bases, antefixes, profiled
cornices—appeared in modified form in Parthian
and Bactrian buildings.

Characteristic of the monumental architecture
of eastern Parthia are vast halls surrounded
by corridors, rectangular interiors with rows
of columns disposed lengthwise in the center,
small inner courts with columned ayvans (the
palace-temple complex of Nisa, the temples of
Mansur Tepe).

Decorations include features of the Greek
orders, occasional monumental sculpture,
and wall painting. The architecture of Bactria
and Sogdiana developed a standard layout for
wealthy residences and palaces, including a
vestibule, central hall, encircling passage, and
group of subsidiary and living rooms, with a
special prayer chamber (houses on Dalverzin
Tepe, palaces of Khalchayan, Yer Kurgan).

Toprag Qale, the huge palace of the shahs
of ancient Kharazm (2nd-3rd cent.), included
a system of communication, columned halls,
passages, and chambers decorated with clay
sculpture and painting.

Inthe 1st-2nd centuries AD in Bactriaand in the
3rd century in Margiana Buddhist monasteries
that were markedly different from their Indian
prototypes appeared.

The layout of the monasteries of Fayaz Tepe
and Qara Tepe in Termez, and others at Ayrtam
and Marv, consists of small courts, sanctuaries,
encircling passages, cells, and the main object of
worship—the stupa—which sometimes reached
enormous dimensions (Zurmala in Termez).
The decor of sanctuaries often included richly
modeled and painted ornamentation.

The local cult temples discovered in Bactria
(Dalverzin Tepe, 1st-2nd cent.) and Sogdiana (Yer
Kurgan, 3rd-4th cent.) present an original plan
and are ornamented with sculpture and painting,

Qoy-Qrilgan Qale in Kharazm (4th cent.
BC, alterations at the beginning of our era)
was presumably a fortified mausoleum
temple connected with the dynastic cult of
the Khwarezmian kings, as well as that of
celestial bodies.

This monumental structure, surrounded by a
fortress wall was circular in plan with a central
temple surrounded by subsidiary buildings.

Social upheavals, the collapse of the
Kushan and Arsacid empires in the 3rd
century, and later the invasion of Central

Asia by the nomadic hordes of the Kidarites,
Chionites, and Hephthalites, brought ruin
to the majority of the large cities and rural
towns and a general deterioration of cultural
life in the 4th and 5th centuries.

But with the development of the feudal
system and the formation of numerous
independent feudal dominions, cultural activity
revived throughout the region from the 6th to
the 8th century.

It was concentrated not only in the few cities
(Samarkand, Panjikent, Bukhara, and some
others), but also in numerous castles (keshks) of
ruling lords (dehgans) that were surrounded by
the settlements of the vassals.

Early medieval architecture in Central Asia
bears the signs of a new creative trend. Building
techniques underwent some alterations:
besides the roofing of beams (beams and frieze
boards are often ornamented with carving), raw
brick vaulting was widely used and led to new
architectural constructions.

One of themain structures of this monumental
architecture is the keshk: a massive two-story
building with a steep plinth, over which rise
blank walls crowned with a crenellated comice,
which may be smooth (in Sogdiana, Shash, and
Ustrushana) or decorated with closely set,
rounded pilasters (in Marv and Kharazm).

The towns, surrounded by fortified walls, had
separate citadels. The space within the walls was
densely filled with dwellings, shops, palaces,
public buildings, and temples.

The dwellings were two-storied and set close
together to form large blocks. In Panjikent the
houses contained living quarters and a four-
columned guest room (mehmankhana) often
decorated with wall painting.

The palaces of Sogdiana and Ustrushana
(Samarkand, Panjikent, Varakhsha, Qale-ye
Qahgaha), with many chambers and state halls,
were richly decorated with frescos, carved
stucco (ganch), and carved wood.

The diversity of religious cults led to temples
for different creeds, most of them generously
decorated with sculpture, painting, and carving.
Two edifices in Panjikent, both with a columned
portico facing a courtyard and a four-columned
hall at the back, were probably connected with a
local variety of Zoroastrianism.

The Buddhist monasteries of Ajina
Tepe and Qale-ye Kafimigan in southern
Tajikistan and the Buddhist temples in Aq
Beshim (Kirghizia) and in Kuva (Uzbekistan)
present variations of courtyard planning
with an extensive use of vaulted roofing in
their numerous apartments; the four-ayvan
composition of two courts in Ajina Tepe is
noteworthy. Kharoba Koshukin Marv province
is a Christian church on a rectangular plan
with a transept on the east side.

After almost a century of cultural stagnation
following the Arab conquest of Central Asia,
the architecture of the 9th-12th centuries
vigorously revived. Under the Samanids,
Ghaznavids, Qarakhanids, and Kharazmshahs
feudal towns grew steadily. Political instability
encouraged the building of strong fortifications
around the towns, including walls with
semicircular towers (borj) and moats.

The development of the merchant and artisan
classes, as well as the problems of intensive
building brought about the formation of building-
trade corporations to organize the creators and
transmitters of professional practices.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.

Play portrays Haft Peykar romantic
story of Sassanid king Bahram

Frome Page 1 » Reared in
the desert, Bahram becomes a
formidable huntsman. Wandering
through the palace, Bahram
discovers a locked room containing
the portraits of seven princesses,
one from each of the seven climes,
with whom he immediately falls in
love.

Bahram'’s father Yazdegerd | dies,
and Bahram returns to Persia to
claim his throne from a pretender.
After much palaver, he is recognized
asking.

He rescues his people from a
famine. Next Nezami picks up the
story of Bahram’s hunting expedition
with the loose-tongued slave girl
Fetneh, but alters the version known
from the Shahnameh considerably.

Here the girl is not put to death,
but eventually pardoned, and the
king learns a lesson in clemency. The
king sets out in search of the seven
princesses and wins them as his
brides.

He orders his architect to
construct seven domes to house his
new wives. The craftsman tells him
that each of the climes is ruled by
one of the seven planets and advises
him to assure his good fortune by
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A poster for the p[ay “Bahram as Described in the Haft Peykar

regales the king with a story
matching the mood of herrespective
color. These seven beautifully
constructed,  highly  sensuous
stories occupy about half of the
entire poem.

Nowadays, groups of artists are
calling on their colleagues to shut
down their activities in support of
the unrest underway in the country.

“In my opinion, it is wrong to halt
performances; we must not allow
theaters to be shut down,” Sheikhi
said.

“During the COVID pandemic, if
our group and several others had
not refused to cease their theatrical
activities, all theaters would have
closed down as the Independent
Theater and Hamun did. Now
Ahura and Divar-e Chaharom are
on the verge of shutting down,” he
lamented.

He said that it is vital that theater
continues living its life, and added,
“As stage artists have a powerful
medium like theater, it is not
appropriate for them to use social
media to sympathize with people or
to offer a critique””

“l ask my stage artists not to let

adorning each dome with the color
associated with the clime and planet
of its occupant.

The princesses take up residence

visits each princess on successive
in the splendid pavilions. The king days of the week. Each princess

theaters be left abandoned because
theaters are places for dialogue,” he
noted.

Iranian movies line up for Dhaka festlval

TEHRAN - Over a dozen of Iranian
movies will be screened at the 21st Dhaka
International Film Festival, which will take
place in the Bangladeshi capital from January
14 to 22.

Six films from the lineup, including
“Forbidden =~ Womanhood” by  Maryam
Zahirimehr and “The Last Snow” by Amir-
Hossein Asgari, will be showcased in the Asian
Film Competition.

“Forbidden Womanhood” follows Mabhi,
a 12-year-old girl who brings dishonor to
her family and village, because her mother
withholds the truth about sex.

“The Last Snow” is about Yousef, a
successful and committed veterinarian
who lives in a village. His daughter’s friend,
Khorshid, disappears. It is not clear what
exactly happened to Khorshid; all the villagers
look for her sympathetically until a secret is
revealed.

“No Prior Appointment” by Behruz Shoeibi,
“Motherless” by Morteza Fatemi, “The Apple
Day” by Mahmud Ghaffari and “Life & Life” by
Ali Qavitan will also compete in this category.

The Cinema of the World section will also
screen eight movies by Iranian filmmakers.

Among the films are “The Opposition” Amir-
Abbas Rabiei, “Sniper” by Ali Ghaffari and
“Song of the Wind” by Sudabeh Beizai.

This section also features “With the Wind”
by Mohammad Tabarsa, “A Childless Village”
by Reza Jamali, “Wind of Change” by Abbas
Rafei, “The Wind That Shakes the Sugar Canes”
Ebrahim Ashrafpur and “Mamma Makhmal” by
Amir-Hossein Khalilzadeh.

“Urgent Cut Off” by Maryam Bahrololumi
has been selected to be screened in the
Woman Filmmaker category, while “Surviving
Fortress” by Farshad Fadaian willbe competing
in the Spiritual Film section.

The Children’s Film competition will screen

Amin Hayai and Majid Salehi act in a scene
from “The Last Snow” by Amir-Hossein Asgari.

“Between the Cliffs” by Mokhtar Abdollahi,
“Ziba's Wish” by Ali Qavitan, “Ticket” by
Morteza Rahimi and “Water, Wind, Dust,
Bread” by Mehdi Zamanpur Kiasari.

“Typesetter” by Nasim Forugh will be
screened in the Short and Independent
category.

“Under the Franglpanl” comes to Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN - Mozambican writer
Mia Couto’s book “Under the
Frangipani” has been published in
Persian by Ofoq.

Originally published in 1996,
the book has been translated by
Mehdi Qabrai.

A police inspector s
investigating a strange murder, a
case in which all the suspects are
eager to claim responsibility for
the act.

Set in a former Portuguese fort,
which stored slaves and ivory,
“Under the Frangipani” combines
fable and allegory, dreams and
myths with earthy humor. The

changing.

writers of today.

invented, and reality is constantly

Part thriller, part exploration
of language, Couto surprises and
delights, and shows why he is one
of the most important African

An international jury at the
Zimbabwe International Book
Fair called his first novel, “Terra
Sonambula” (“Sleepwalking
Land”), “one of the best 12 African
books of the 20th century.”

In April 2007, he became the
first African author to win the

Front cover of the Persian edition
of Mia Couto’s book “Under the

His works in Portuguese have
been published in more than 22
countries and have been widely
translated.

He won the 2014 Neustadt
International Prize for Literature
and the 2013 Camoes Prize
for Literature, one of the most
prestigious international awards
honoring the work of Portuguese

prestigious Latin Union Award of
Romanic Languages, which has
been awarded annually in Italy
since 1990.

Stylistically, his writing is
heavily influenced by magical
realism, a style popular in modern
Latin American literature, and his
use of language is inventive and

Frangipani”.

dead meet the living, language is

language writers.

reminiscent of Guimaraes Rosa.

A book with a different look at the defenders of the holy shrines

An interview with the author of the book
“The Damascus Passenger”

Numerous books about the martyrs and
defenders of the shrines were released
following the end of the Syrian war. The book
“The Damascus Passenger” seeks to take a
different look at the lives of people who gave
up their lives and possessions and battled

to protect this nation’s borders and territory
thousands of miles away from home.

* Please give us a brief introduction and
explain how and why you choose to pursue
writing.

My name is Fateme Arabasadi. I'm 42 years
old, a teacher, and the author of “Damascus
Passenger.” It could be said that my passion
for writing began when | was a teenager
and was inspired by Katie in Little Women.
Nevertheless, | began writing seriously in 2011
by starting a blog. In 2018, | took a writing
class, started reading books in all genres, and
began creating articles.

*What gives you the idea to compose “The
Damascus Passenger”? Why did you give it
this name, specifically?

The name of the book has a complicated
origin, but to make a long story short, | was
inspired to write “The Damascus Passenger”
by a traveler whose family and he endured
hardships following the trip. | tried to depict
a small aspect of their lives in the book.
The characters in this book have all met in

Damascus, and each of them has a unique
story to tell.

* What sources did you draw on for this
book, and how effectively did your research
help to clarify the writing for you? Did you
travel to Syria?

One of my dreams is to visit Syria. My
knowledge of Syria goes back to the
country’s official news sources and the
many Instagram stories that my friends
shared about their travels there. They
provided clear and insightful descriptions of
the situation in Damascus and other Syrian
cities from the words of Syrian civilians. In
addition to these, | also read certain books
about the defenders of the shrine’s memoirs,
which | indirectly used in some of my story’s
plot points.

* Which of the characters was more
attractive to you and why?

Mahnaz, because she had been through a lot
since she was a child, and now she had lost her
husband and was carrying the burden of life
all by herself.
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