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Iran Patience Wearing
Thin on Ukraine..

New Ukraine
package takes U.S.
warzone aid to $100

billion

The U.S. House of Representatives has ap-
proved a $45 billion aid package for Ukraine
in 2023 bringing the total U.S. assistance to
Kyiv to nearly $100 billion.

The aid measure passed by the Democrat-
ic-controlled house, part of a $1.66 trillion
government funding bill that won Senate ap-
proval a day earlier, will now go to U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden for signing into law.

Biden is expected to sign the document.
The USS. leader has already said that he in-
tends to approve the new military aid right
away paving the way for more weapons to
Ukraine next year.

The new military and economic assistance
will come on top of the roughly $50 billion the
U.S. has already provided Ukraine this year.

Russia says the massive delivery of arms by
the USS. and its Western allies will only drag out
the war, prolong the suffering of civilians and
not bring about any peace to the region.

America has been Kyiv's staunchest sup-
porter in the war.

Moscow has also accused the U.S. of fight-
ing a proxy war with Russia and that Wash-
ington is determined to keep going “to the
last Ukrainian”.

It comes on the back of a trip to the US.
by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky,
where he delivered a speech to Congress.

It was the first foreign visit outside of his
country since the war erupted in February of
this year.

Landing back in Kyiv, Zelensky thanked
Congress and the leaders of both U.S. parties.
In a post on social media, he said it was “cru-
cial” that Americans are “side-by-side” with
Ukrainians “in this struggle.” » Page 5

AFC to lift
suspension of FFIRI’s
Club Licensing

Administration

TEHRAN - Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) will remove the Football Federation Is-
lamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI) Club Licensing
Administration (CLA)’s ability to address and
rectify all its deficiencies

The Iranian top sides were kicked out of
the Asian Champions League (ACL) last sea-
son after having their licenses withdrawn by
the Asian Football Confederation.

ACL two-time finalists Persepolis and Es-
teghlal, winners of the 1970 and 1991 Asian
Club Championship - the forerunner to the
Asian Champions League, were kicked out
from the competition.

Gol Gohar Sirjan, a third Iranian team, were
also stripped of their license last year and
just Foolad represented Iran in the compe-
tition.

The Committee was apprised of the Club
Licensing Administration (CLA)'s ability to ad-
dress and rectify all its deficiencies following
the AFC Club Licensing Task Force’s earlier de-
cision at its meeting on Aug. 24, 2022, to up-
hold the suspension of the FFIRI CLA.

Consequently, the Committee approved
the latest decision by the AFC Club Licens-
ing Task Force on Dec. 9, 2022, to remove
the suspension imposed on FFIRI and agreed
for the AFC to continue monitoring the FFIRI
CLA's adherence to the Club Licensing Quality
Standard Requirements.
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Snowfall blankets most provinces

TEHRAN - A lot of snow fell overnight Friday and
into Saturday morning in many parts of the country.

In addition to cleaning the air, it refills dams and
makes rivers flow again. The snowfall also enriches
underground water tables.

However, heavy snow has negative consequences
as well such as agricultural damage, school closures,

and road accidents.

Ahad Vazifeh, head of the national center for
drought and crisis management, has said the coun-
try has received low rainfall in autumn and the situa-
tion will not drastically change over the cold season.

Atemperature higher than the normal of the last 30
years is predicted, he said, ISNA reported on Friday.

The average rainfall in the country is 250 mm
per year, which is one-third of the world average.
But the figure has decreased to 232 mm in the last
13 years.

There is a possibility that precipitation reaches
better rates in the second half of winter and early
spring than in the same period last year.

Iran, Pakistan explore ways to strengthen bilateral trade

TEHRAN- During a meeting between Paki-
stan’s Finance Minister Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar and Iran’s Ambassador to Pakistan
Mohammad-Ali Hosseini in Islamabad on Fri-
day, the two sides explored the ways to ex-
pand and strengthen trade ties between the
two countries.

Emphasizing the high importance of his
country’s relations with the Islamic Republic
of Iran, the Pakistani minister said that Is-
lamabad is ready to remove the obstacles in
the way of increasing the volume of bilateral
trade with Tehran.

Leader participates in Hazrat Zahra’s mourning rites

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, attended
for the first night of the grieving ceremonies for Hazrat Zahra (SA).

Amyriad of high-profile officials and citizens joined the event marking the anniversary
of the martyrdom of Hazrat Zahra, the daughter of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH).

Pakistan always considers its relations with
the Islamic Republic of Iran very important.
However, the volume of bilateral trade is not
favorable and for this purpose Pakistan is ready
to take any kind of measures to address the ex-
isting obstacles, the official stressed. » Page 4

Court sentences
offenders to provide
food for cheetah cub

TEHRAN - A court in the city of Oshnavieh,
northwest Iran, has sentenced a number of
environmental offenders to provide food for
the cheetah cub, Pirouz.

“Pirouz” meaning “victorious” in Farsi was
born at the Touran Wildlife Refuge in the
northcentral Semnan province, on May 1st,
by cesarean section.

The indicted persons are obliged to provide
food for the animal over the course of three
months, an official with the city’s justice de-
partment told IRNA on Saturday.

The environment protection department
of Oshnavieh had filed a complaint against
three persons illegally grazing their cattle in
the region.

Over the past 60 years, Iran is home to the
last known population of Asiatic » Page 7

Chamshir Dam: archaeologists race against time to safeguared relics

TEHRAN - As a result of the water release
in Charmshir Dam in southwest Iran a large
area of a Sassanid-Islamic site will be com-
pletely submerged, an Iranian archaeologist
has said.

There is a high potential for answering
ambiguous archeological questions of Iran
about nomads from different periods in
the area surrounding Chamshir Dam, Saeid

Amir-Hajilu explained on Saturday.

Although some 120 ancient sites were
identified in the Chamshir Dam area during
the initial speculation, rescue excavations
have only been conducted at a limited num-
ber of these sites, he added.

A team of archaeologists was given 34
days to complete rescue excavations and
documentation during the last excavation

project, which is insufficient, he mentioned.

Earlier this week, Amir-Hajilu said that
stone architectural structures, pieces of
pottery from the Sassanid era to the Middle
Islamic centuries, and stone and glass relics
were identified and documented during an
archaeological season on the ancient site at
the basin of the newly constructed Chamshir
Dam.» Page 6
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In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Officials to blame
for recent problems

If the government really intends to cre-
ate changes, the people’s demands must
be heard and steps taken to satisfy the
disappointed citizens, Seyyed Hossein
Mousavi Tabrizi, a religious scholar, told
Arman-e Melli. » Page 2

Zionist regime
backers not eligible
to talk on human
rights: Bagheri Kani

TEHRAN- Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Ali
Bagheri Kani has said the countries that have
trampled the rights of the oppressed Pales-
tinian people for decades and actively backed
the Zionist regime’s aggressions against
Palestinians are not morally in a position to
make statements about human rights.

Bagheri Kani made the remarks in a meet-
ing in Dhaka on Thursday with Bangladesh’s
Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen.

The comments by Bagheri Kani comes as
the West has been heavily criticizing Iran for
handling the recent riots, which led to the
death of a number of security personnel and
ordinary citizens.

Bagheri Kani said the Western countries
“lack the legitimacy and competence to speak
on human rights since they have repeatedly
violated the rights of the oppressed Palestin-
ian people and have vigorously backed and will
continue to support the Zionist regime’s ac-
tions of aggression and occupation.” » Page 2

Iranian envoy meets
Turkish writers,

publishers in Ankara

TEHRAN - Iranian ambassador to Ankara
Mohammad Farazmand has met a group
of Turkish writers and publishers of books
on resistance issues and General Qassem
Soleimani.

The meeting was organized at the Embassy
of Iran in appreciation of the efforts made by
the Turkish writers, translators and publishers
to produce materials about the Quds Force
chief who was assassinated ina US. airstrike
in Baghdad on January 3, 2020, the embassy
announced on Friday.

Fazil Agis, writer of “Human Rights in
Secularism and Islam” called Soleimani an
outstanding figure of the Islamic contemporary
world, and said, “He was really a guardian of
the Islamic Revolution and tumed into an
unforgettable legend in the way of struggling
against global arrogance and Zionism.”» Page 8
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Officials to blame for recent problems

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in Yesterday's Iranian newspapers.

from page 1 » “These problems, such as corruption, inexpert management and policies,
high prices and inflation did not occur in an hour or a day, but through years,” the cleric noted.

These problems have caused a significant segment of the society to face troubles and now
they are looking to warns authorities of these difficulties through protests, the former judge
commented.

“Shifting the blame to sanctions and foreigners will not solve the problems because people
say that the governments are the ones who get votes from us to present solutions. | believe
that the officials should think of a solution as soon as possible and improve the conditions so
that people do not face more challenges,” he suggested.

Germany’s game with Karimi and Islamic Republic

The meeting of Ali Karimi, a former football player, with German President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier was the main headline and photo of the conservative Javan newspaper in which
it analyzed Germany’s support for individuals seeking to overthrow the Islamic Republic but
maintaining relations with the country.

The columnist said Karimi was never involved in political activities and now the materials
posted on his social media network are written by politically-minded persons.

During the events in Iran over the last three months, the Germans left no stone unturned
for backing those seeking to overthrow the Islamic Republic system. Its support has ranged
from putting pressure on the Iranian government and sponsoring the convicts charged with
security-related offences to drafting anti-Iran resolutions and hosting anti-Iran rallies.

However, Europe is currently worried about instability in the region, especially after the
wave of migration that followed the crisis in Syria. And in fact, Europe is worried that Iranians
will flood Europe in case of a Syrianization of Iran, the publication concluded.

Iran: White House back to diplomacy

Quoting U.S. Special Envoy for Iran Robert Malley who said “my job is to promote and protect
the interests of the United States” and refusing the notion that the JCPOA dead, the pro-gov-
ernment Iran newspaper, in a commentary, said that the White House is embracing diplomacy
after the chaos project in Iran failed.

Blinken and Borrell’ positions show that America and Europe are seeking to restart the
nuclear negotiations in order to delay Iran’s nuclear progress. However, by raising two new
issues — namely the riots and Tehran’s military cooperation with Moscow - they are trying to
invent excuses to strengthen sanctions on Iran.

Officials in Tehran have warned that the West will not be able to achieve its ambitious goals
through propaganda campaigns and greater pressure on the Islamic Republic. Iran also re-
minded them that the JCPOA will not be revived unless they agree to Iran’s demands and stop
threats and blackmails.

Etemad: Iran’s foreign policy needs revision

The reformist Etemad publication interviewed Nader Entesar, a professor at the University
of South Alabama, who believes that Iran’s foreign policy should be reviewed and restructured.

Entesar said issues surrounding the JCPOA, the intensification of tensions with the West
over the issue of military cooperation with Russia, and significant pressure on Iran on human
rights issues have put Tehran in a difficult situation in terms of foreign policy.

“Russia has got somewhat closer to Iran due to the problems it is facing, and if these prob-
lems are solved one day, Russia’s view will change. China also made statements with Saudi
Arabia against Iran, including about Iran’s territorial integrity, which showed that China is not
a permanent partner;,” he opined.

He added if America and Europe increase pressure on Iran, Russia and China will prevent a
complete isolation of Iran, but the country will face a situation in which it no longer has other
choices except relations with China and Russia.

Iran should seriously review its foreign policy based on “realism”, Entessar suggested, add-
ing in foreign policy decision-making and action should be based on national interests rather
than partisan interests.

Sharq: Inconspicuous role in international decision-making on women

The pro-reform newspaper of Sharg, in an interview with Shahindokht Molaverdi, the for-
mer vice president for women’s affairs, analyzed the country’s expulsion from the Commission
on the Status of Women and its consequences.

Molaverdi said membership of a country in these institutions can allow you to get involved
in formulating and shaping regulations and leave the necessary influence. But, there is no
immediate tangible effect on improving the conditions of women in that country.

It may also affect the future international relations, as well as the country’s presence and
membership in other sub-commissions or even the main commissions of the United Nations,
and this expulsion can actually be the beginning of bigger programs in a wider dimension
which will lead to further isolation of the country as well as the intensification of political
pressure and coercive measures and cutting off aid as well as cooperation for development,
she explained.

EU’s Borrell: ‘There is no alternative to JCPOA’

Those who think anything other than
JCPOA ‘simply fool themselves’

TEHRAN - There is still time for
the three European signatories to
the 2015 nuclear accord to come
to a solid and long-lasting agree-
ment by revitalizing the multilat-
eral agreement, Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahi-
an has said.

Abdollahian held two hours of
talks with Josep Borrell, the High
Representative for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy of the Europe-
an Union on the sidelines of the
second regional summit on Iraq
held in the Jordanian capital of
Amman on December 20.

Borrell is the coordinator of
the talks intended to revive the
2015 nuclear agreement, officially
known as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

In a post that was displayed on
his Twitter page late on Friday,
Amir Abdollahian wrote he had
spoken with Borrell about the
next steps in the course of nego-
tiations to lift sanctions on Iran by
resurrecting the JCPOA.

Amir Abdollahian went on to say
that Iran’s window of opportunity
for an agreement on restoring the
JCPOA is open, but it will not last
forever.

“The window of accord is open
on the part of Iran, but not forev-
er,” Amir Abdollahian tweeted.

Negotiations to save the JCPOA
began in Vienna, Austria, in April
2021. Iran entered the talks with
intention to see how serious the
Biden administration was serious
about rejoining the agreement
that was abandoned by the Trump
administration in May 2018.

However, due to Washington's
steadfast stance in refusing to lift
all of the sanctions imposed on
the Islamic Republic by the previ-
ous U.S. administration, the talks

Window for JCPOA revival
is open, but will never last
forever: FM

have been at a stalemate since
August.

Iran asserts that in order for
the JCPOA to be restored, the op-
posite party must provide assur-
ances that it would stick to its end
of the agreement.

Writing an article on the official
website of the European Union on
December 22, Borrell said “there
is no alternative” The EU’s chief
diplomat added, “Those who
think otherwise simply fool them-
selves.”

US. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said on Thursday that his
country prefers diplomacy with
Tehran in dealing with the JCPOA.

Tehran has been saying that
revitalizing the agreement is con-
tingent upon a Washington deci-
sion.

“We continue to believe, for ex-

ample, on Iran’s nuclear program
that the best way to deal with this
challenge, to deal with this threat
is through diplomacy,” Blinken
told reporters. He added, “We've
continued to believe that the most
effective way, the most durable
way to do that was through diplo-
macy.’

Iran renews call for settling
Ukraine conflict

The Iranian foreign minister
also advocated for a political res-
olution to the Ukraine conflict in
other tweets.

On February 24, following Kiev's
failure to fulfill the provisions of
the Minsk accords and Moscow’s
recognition of the separatist re-
gions of Donetsk and Luhansk,
Russia began what it refers to as
a “special military operation” in
Ukraine with the stated goal of

“de-Nazifying” the nation.

Since the outbreak of the con-
flict, the US. and its European
allies have supplied Kiev with
significant quantities of heavy
weapons and imposing waves of
unprecedented economic penal-
ties against Moscow.

According to the Kremlin, the
war will continue longer due to
the sanctions and Western mili-
tary support.

The  Ukrainian  government
maintains that despite the influx
of financial and military backing,
notably from Washington, more is
still required to tip the balance in
Ukraine’s favor in the conflict.

Washington formally declared
on December 9 that it would be
sending Kiev a new armament
package that will include an-
ti-drone and air defense equip-
ment.

The anticipated $275 million
assistance package apparently
includes rockets for High Mo-
bility Artillery Rocket Systems
(HIMARS), 155mm ammunition,
Humvee vehicles, and genera-
tors. A total of $20 billion worth
of armaments, including artillery
ammunition, ammo for NASAMS
air defense systems, and am-
munition for HIMARS, have also
been sent by the United States to
Ukraine.

Amir Abdollahian also empha-
sized that Washington is not in a
position lecturing other countries
about human rights.

Iran’s foreign minister noted
that the tragedies at Guantana-
mo and Abu Ghraib, as well as
the atrocities committed against
women and children in Yemen and
Afghanistan, would not give the
United States the right to preach
others.

Bagheri Kani says Zionist regime backers ineligible to talk on human rights

from page 1 » To forcefully evict the Pales-

Momen and Bagheri Kani also discussed re-

tinians from their lands and create room for
settlement construction, Israeli soldiers and
settlers have increased violence against Pal-
estinian people in the West Bank and other
occupied regions.

In the West Bank, East Al-Quds, and the be-
sieged Gaza Strip, Israeli forces have murdered
more than 220 Palestinians, including more
than 50 children, throughout the course of
2022.

According to the UN, this year has seen the
largest number of Palestinians killed by Israel
in the West Bank in the previous 16 years.

Iran and Bangladesh seek to enhance po-
litical and economic ties

Bagheri Kani and Foreign Secretary Bin
Momen also led the Iranian Bangladeshi teams
to the second round of foreign office meetings.

Given their strong ties, Iran and Bangladesh

have decided to put more effort into enhancing
their political, economic, and cultural ties.

Participants at the conference decided to
hold the joint economic commission meeting
and improve parliamentary cooperation.

Iranian and Bangladeshi commercial del-
egations decided to expand their economic
relations, notably in the areas of mining and
industry.

cent regional and international issues.

In the meantime, Bagheri Kani and Shahriar
Alam, the State Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Bangladesh, discussed bilateral cooperation
during their meeting.

They emphasized the need to expand coop-
eration within regional and global contexts,
including the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) and the parliaments of OIC members.

On the first day of his official visit to Ban-
gladesh, Bagheri Kani also had a meeting with
Muhammad Faruk Khan, the head of the Parlia-
ment’s Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs.

They talked about the exchange of parlia-
mentary delegations, which would include
the leaders of the two parliaments, as well as
parliamentary friendship groups and commis-
sions on foreign policy.

Had Iran pursued atomic bombs, it could have built last year: advisor

TEHRAN- An advisor to the Ira-
nian nuclear team has underlined
that Iran “would have created” a
nuclear bomb a year ago if it had
desired.

Speaking with the Russian TV
network Russia Today (RT) on
Saturday, Mohammad Marandi
said that the West is bluffing that
the Iranian nuclear program is a
menace.

“During the Vienna nuclear ne-
gotiations, Western regimes con-
stantly claimed Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram was reaching a point of no
return. Months have passed since
the talks and the West is silent.
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Why? They were lying,” Marandi
pointed out.

“If Iran wanted a nuclear weap-
on, it would have made it one year
ago,” he added.

He remarked, “Iran has had that
capability for many years now, but
it decided not to do so.”

I[ran has prohibited nuclear
weapons production owing to
ethical and religious consider-
ations, based on a decree issued
by the Leader of Islamic Revolu-
tion, Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khame-
nei.

Iranian officials, including Ka-
mal Kharrazi, head of the Iranian
Strategic Council of Foreign Rela-
tions, have insisted on this decree
repeatedly.

Addressing the third Tehran Di-
alogue Forum (TDF) on Monday,

Kharrazi also criticized the West-
erners for not upholding their ob-
ligations under the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
The former foreign minister also
criticized the United States’ with-
drawal from the legally-binding
2015 nuclear agreement.

Saeed Iravani, the Iranian am-
bassador to the UN, said last week
that Iran was ready to resume
talks in Vienna on the renewal of
the 2015 nuclear agreement and
the lifting of sanctions, but it was
up to the U.S. to demonstrate real
political will and be prepared to
work toward a successful resolu-
tion.

TEHRAN - Josep Borrell, High Represen-
tative of the European Union for Foreign Af-
fairs and Security Policy, says “there is no
alternative” to the 2015 nuclear deal, officially
called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

Writing an article on the official website of
the European Union on Friday, December 22,
Borrell suggested that those oppose the re-
vival of the JCPOA “simply fool themselves”.

Borrell wrote the article after he travelled
to Jordan to represent the EU in the second
Baghdad Conference for Cooperation and
Partnership. Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian also participated in the con-
ference that was held on Tuesday.

“| still believe that when it comes to nuclear
non-proliferation, there is no alternative to the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Those who think otherwise simply fool them-

selves,” noted Borrell who was accompanied by
his deputy Enrique Mora in the trip to Jordan.

He added, “This is why, as coordinator, | con-
tinue working towards restoring the JCPOA
based on the results of the Vienna negotia-
tions. | talked long with Minister Abdollahian
about that. | also stressed that bringing the
JCPOA back to life does not happen in a stra-
tegic vacuum. It is part, a key part, of a broader
picture”

Supreme Court upholds death penalty on rioter running over policemen

TEHRAN- Iran’s Supreme Court on Saturday
dismissed an appeal by a rioter to revoke death
penalty against him.

The court confirmed the death penalty
against Mohammad Ghobadlou, who drove
into police forces, killing one and injuring some
others.

Ghobadlou was charge with “corruption on
earth”, a conviction that carries death penalty
under Islamic sharia.

“I drove towards security forces deliberately

in a bid to run them over,” he said in the court.

In response to the death on September 16 of
Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman who died
suddenly in hospital three days after fainting
in a Tehran police station, protests erupted in
anumber of Iranian towns. Her medical condi-
tion was given as the cause of death, refuting
claims that she had been beaten by police.

However, the opportunists use the tragic
death as an excuse to make violent attacks
against police forces and commit acts of van-

dalism. So far, a number of armed forces and
civilians have lost their lives because of such
violent acts.

The foreign based foreign television net-
works, including the Saudi-funded Iran Inter-
national, have also been fanning the flames of
unrest in lran.

The U.S. and its Western allies have received
the most vitriol from the Islamic Republic for
inciting the disturbances through their spies
and media networks.

Iran ready to provide education facilities for Afghan women

TEHRAN - In a meeting with
the interim Afghan ambassador
to Tehran on Saturday, an advis-
er to the Iranian foreign minister
declared the Islamic Republic’s

stance over the suspension of
university education for all female
students in Afghanistan.

Writing on his official Twitter
account, Rasoul Mousavi stated

that Iran is ready to provide the
necessary infrastructure, includ-
ing online platforms, for Afghan
female students.

Nasser Kanaani, a spokesman

for the Iranian foreign ministry, on
Thursday expressed dismay at the
Taliban’s decision to bar female
students from attending univer-
sities in Afghanistan.



By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - While Iran has long
said that it does not take sides
in the Ukraine war, Kyiv officials
have ratcheted up their criticism
of Iran to the extent that an aide to
the Ukrainian president called for
the “liquidation” of lranian military
factories.

But Iran’s patience seems to be
wearing thin on Ukrainian officials.
Facing constant accusations from
Ukraine and the West over the
alleged provision of drones to Russia
for use in Ukraine, Iran sought to set
the record straight about its military
cooperation with Russia. Iranian
officials said time and again that
they did not provide any drones to
Russia to be used in Ukraine. It only
sold a number of drones before the
war broke out in Ukraine.

The Iranian announcements and
clarifications, however, fell on deaf
ears in Kyiv with Ukrainian officials
parroting Western  accusations
against Iran in regard to the
provision of drones.

Iran and Ukraine even held an
expert-level meeting to address
the issue. Iranian Defense Minister
Abbas Ashtiani has recently said
Ukraine did not provide any pieces
of technical evidence that Russia
used Iranian-made drones in the
war in Ukraine.

He said the Ukrainian side
kicked the can down the road and
postponed discussing the matter
in a future meeting. “Of course, this
matter is not important and cannot
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Iran patience wearing

thin on Ukraine

be followed up because much of the
talks were based on unfounded and
baseless statements and rumors,’
he said, adding, “Military cooperation
between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Russia has existed long ago and
there was no cooperation regarding
the use of Iranian-made drones in
the Ukraine war””

Despite Iranian denials, Ukrainian
officials continue to buy into
Western allegations against Iran.
“When Russia — when Russia cannot
reach our cities by its artillery, it tries
to destroy them with missile attacks.
More than that, Russia found an ally
in this — in this genocidal policy: Iran.
Iranian deadly drones sent to Russia

in hundreds — in hundreds became
athreat to our critical infrastructure.
That is how one terrorist has found
the other” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said in a halting
speech before US. Congress.

And on Saturday, an aide to
President Zelensky called for
the liquidation of Iranian military
plants. Mykhailo Podolyak, who is
an adviser to the head of the office
of the Ukrainian president, accused
Iran of supplying Russia with
drones and missiles. “Iran, planning
to boost missile, drone supplies
for Russia, blatantly humiliates
the institution of international
sanctions... Important to abandon

nonworking sanctions, invalid UN
resolutions concept, & move to
more destructive tools - liquidation
of plants, arrest of suppliers,” he
said on Twitter.

Facing growing criticism from
Ukraine, Iran seems to be moving in
the direction of coming down hard
on Ukraine.

Responding  to President
Zelensky's speech before the US.
Congress, Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanaani warned
Zelensky that Iran’s strategic
patience is limited.

In a statement on Thursday,
Kanaani denounced the “hackneyed
claims and discourteous
statements” of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy against Iran
inthe US.

“Once again, we reiterate that
the Islamic Republic of Iran has
not transferred any wmilitary
equipment to any party for use in
the Ukraine war]” Kanaani stated
in response to the claims made by
Ukrainian officials regarding drone
sales to Russia.

The spokesman reminded the
Ukrainian president that Iran’s
strategic tolerance with regard to
the “unfounded claims” is limited.
He reiterated Iran’s support for the
territorial integrity of all nations,
including Ukraine.

Kanaani added, “Mr. Zelenskyy had
better take lessons from the destiny
of those presidents of nations who
depended on U.S. backing.”

Deputy FM Safari meets Malian officials

TEHRAN - Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
for Economic Diplomacy Mehdi Safari, who has
traveled to the west African country of Mali, met
with the leaders of the country.

Safari met with Malian Prime Minister
Choguel Kokalla Maiga and Malian Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
Abdoulaye Diop.

Safari and Maiga discussed cooperation in
various fields including economy, agriculture,
industry, trade and health, according to the
Iranian Foreign Ministry.

The Iranian deputy foreign minister elaborated
on the capacities of the Islamic Republic,
emphasizing Iran’s resolve to develop and promote
all-out relations with African countries and the
brotherly and Muslim state of Mali.

“Fortunately, during a visit by Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian to Mali, the
joint economic commission was held successfully,
and it has well drawn up the road map for the
expansion of relations between us,” he said.

Safari said, “The Islamic Republic of Iran is ready
to share its experiences and achievements with
Mali in various fields for the further development
of the country””

“Despite about four decades of American and
Western pressures, the 8-year imposed war and

cruel sanctions against our country, the Islamic
Republic of Iran enjoys a prominent position
today thanks to the efforts of the honorable
people of Iran,” he said.

For his part, the Malian prime minister hailed
the achievements of Iran in different areas.

The premier said the joint commission has
fortunately set the duties and tasks of different
ministries, while the path of cooperation with
the brotherly and Muslim country of Iran has
been determined.

He said the reciprocal visits by various
officials during the past year shows the serious
determination of the two countries to strengthen
bilateral cooperation in various fields, expressing
hope that more opportunities will be provided for
exchanging views and benefiting from the Islamic

Republic of Iran’s capabilities and experiences.

Safari also met with the Malian foreign minister.
In thes meeting, the two sides discussed the latest
situation of commercial, economic and industrial
cooperation between the two countries.

Safari said, “Fortunately, the two countries’
joint economic commission recently convened
in Bamako, centered on the ministers of foreign
affairs. The framework of cooperation in various
fields was worked out and we are seriously
following up on the approvals”’

He emphasized that the Islamic Republic of Iran
is determined to strengthen its economic relations
with the Muslim country of Mali.

For his part, the top Malian diplomat
appreciated Iran’s commitment to developing
cooperation with African countries, including
promotion of brotherly relations between the
people and governments of Mali and Iran.

He said Mali is determined to expand all-out
economic relations with Iran.

The foreign minister praised the Islamic
Republic’'s progress and said the visit by the
Iranian Foreign Ministry’s economic delegation
to Bamako following the successful holding
of the joint commission showed the two
countries’ joint determination to develop and
strengthen relations.

New consul-general in Lahore meets Amir Abdollahian

TEHRAN - Iran’s newly-appointed
consul-general in Lahore, Mehran
Movahedfar, met Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian before
heading to Pakistan.

The meeting took place on
Saturday morning, according to the
Iranian foreign ministry.

The new consul-general spoke
with  Amir Abdollahian about his
working priorities.

In this meeting, the Iranian
foreign minister emphasized the
culturaland political commonalities
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and

the trend towards the development
of bilateral cooperation in various
fields.

He also made recommendations
regarding the all-round efforts
of Iran’s diplomatic missions in
Pakistan to expand cooperation
between the two countries.

Movahedfar was previously the
head of the Department of Systems
and Cyberspace of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

On Friday, a meeting was held
in Islamabad between Pakistan's
FinanceMinister SenatorMohammad
Ishaq Dar and Iran's Ambassador to

Pakistan Mohammad-Ali Hosseini.

Emphasizing the high
importance of his country’s
relations with the Islamic Republic
of Iran, the Pakistani minister
said that Islamabad is ready to
remove the obstacles in the way of
increasing the volume of bilateral
trade with Tehran.

Pakistan always considers its
relations with the Islamic Republic
of Iran very important. However,
the volume of bilateral trade is
not favorable and for this purpose
Pakistan is ready to take any kind
of measures to address the existing

obstacles, the official stressed.

Senator Ishaq Dar emphasized
that Pakistan is ready to take all
possible measures to remove the
bottlenecks in order to significantly
increase the volume of bilateral
trade between the two countries.

Appreciating  the  economic
policies of the government of
Pakistan, the Iranian ambassador for
his part said, “The historical relations
between the two neighbors and the
strong cultural and political relations
require that our commercial and
economic cooperation be at better
and stronger levels.”

Army inaugurates electronic warfare training center

TEHRAN - The Iranian Army has inaugurated
an electronic warfare training center with
the purpose of strengthening its electronic
warfare capabilities.

The inauguration ceremony was attended
by the chief commander of the Iranian Army
Major General Abdolrahim Mousavi, according
to the IRIB News Agency.

Speaking at the ceremony, the senior
commander said, “The field of electronic warfare
in the army is beyond a branch and it is referred
to as a power. Because any force that does
not have the necessary strength in this area
will be weak in many areas. On the other hand,
electronic warfare will be decisive and effective
as a separate force in battles”

He also said that progress in electronic warfare
requires special attention and effort.

“Withthe opening of the Army electronic warfare
training center, the basic infrastructure has been
provided. By using the ability of young people and
the experiences of the top masters of the Air Force,

this center will be upgraded to a power-enhancing
complex in the field of electronic warfare,” General
Mousavi explained.

“Our point of view is that this center should
become a consultant in the field of electronic
warfare for the army;” he said.

The opening of the center comes amid
escalation of tensions between Iran and Israel.
General Mousavi on Thursday starkly wamed
Israel and countries helping it pose a threat to
Iran, asserting that the Islamic Republic will give a
devastating response to any hostile move.

Speaking before a group of top Army
commanders, Mousavi said the hollow threatening
rhetoric from the Zionist regime’s officials reveals
their fear, according to Tasnim.

The army chief said the intensification of
political feuds in Israel on the one hand and Israeli
officials’ sense of insecurity in the region on the
other has caused them to resort to ranting.

The Zionist regime’s officials are well aware

that they won't afford to stand against Iran’'s
crushing response if they take any hostile action,
the general warned.

He also cautioned that Iran’s devastating
response awaits any origin from where the
interests of the Islamic Republic are violated or
which offers any assistance to the Zionist regime.

The Iranian Army is constantly and carefully
monitoring the enemy’s moves and is well
prepared to counter hostile actions firmly and at
lightning speed, the commander added.

Dismissing the comments by the Israeli
officials as utter nonsense that result from the
escalation of political discord within the Zionist
regime and the outbreak of domestic legitimacy
crisis in Israel, Major General Mousavi said
the Israeli regime is plagued by political and
security crises, experiences intense internal and
external pressures, is grappling with scourge
of financial and moral scandals and corruption,
and is suffering from insecurity caused by the
empowered Palestinian fighters.

Sepahan down
Naft Masjed
Soleyman: IPL

T

TEHRAN - Sepahan football team defeated
rock-bottom Naft Masjed Soleyman 4-0 on
Matchday 13 of Iran Professional League (IPL)
on Saturday.

Shahriar Moghanlou opened the scoring for
Sepahan in the 34th minute and Mohammad
Daneshgar made it 2-0 for the host in the 69th
minute.

Mojtaba Moghtadaei scored an own goal
three minutes later and Omid Nourafkan
scored Sepahan’s fourth goal with two minutes
remaining.

Elsewhere, Havadar were held to a 1-1 draw
by Nassaji in Tehran.

Foolad and Zob Ahan shared the spoilsina1-1
draw in Ahvaz and Mes Rafsanjan and Malavan
played out a goalless draw.

On Sunday, IPL leaders Persepolis will host
Paykan, Esteghlal face Sanat Naft in Abadan
and Tractor meet Mes Kerman in Tabriz.

The match between Aluminum and Gol Gohar
was postponed due to heavy snowfall in Arak.

Persepolis handed
easydraw inlran’s
Hazfi Cup

TEHRAN - Persepolis foothall team have
drawn Van Pars at home in Iran’s Hazfi Cup
Round of 16.

Persepolis will play the Iranian first tier
football team in Tehran.

Persepolis’s archrivals Esteghlal have been
handed a tough draw. The Blues will have to
play Tractor in Tehran in the stage. Esteghlal are
most decorated team in Hazfi Cup with seven
titles.

The Round of 16 will be held on January 10-11.

Nassaji Mazandaran are  defending
champions.

The round of 16 draw in full:

*Esteghlal v Tractor

*Havadar v Chadormalu

*Foolad v Khoosheh Talaei

*Arman Gohar Sirjan v Esteghlal Mollasani
*Gol Gohar Sirjan v Mes Shahr Babak
*Malavan v Naft Masjed Soleyman

* Be'sat Kermanshah v Navad Urmia
*Pars Jonoubi Jam v Iman Sabz Shiraz
*Mes Rafsanjan v Zob Ahan

*Paykan v Esteghlal Khuzestan

*Mes Kerman v Sanat Naft Abadan
*Nassaji Mazandaran v Fajr Sepasi Shiraz
*Sepahan v Saipa

*Persepolis v Van Pars Isfahan

*Shahrdari Hamedan v Darya Caspian Babol
*Ario Eslamshahr v Aluminum Arak

Sayyadmanesh
ready for
Blackpool clash

TEHRAN - Hull City have received a
significant boost ahead of Boxing Day clash
with Blackpool, with Allahyar Sayyadmanesh
available for selection.
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That was confirmed by Tigers boss Liam
Rosenior at his press conference ahead of the
match.

The 21-year-old, who was signed in the
summer from Fenerbahce, has missed the
last four months of action with a hamstring
injury sustained just four league matches
into his Hull career, footballleagueworld.
co.uk reported.

“The squad is looking good. Ally [Allahyar
Sayyadmanesh] is back which is fantastic for
me,” Liam Rosenior told the press, via Hull City
club media.

“He could be part of the squad which is a
huge bonus after Dimi [Dimitrios Pelkas] has
now come out of the squad and | am really
looking forward to working with Ally.

“Ally is available and | need all the attacking
options | can get at the moment, because we're
a little sparse in that area.

“Benjamin Tetteh is back training, but he
won't be back for another couple of weeks so
things are looking really positive in that area
and that will help us in the coming months.”

Hull City v Blackpool FC is scheduled for
Monday.

Iran’s Nouri
bids farewell to
wrestling

TEHRAN - Iranian Greco-Roman wrestler
Hossein Nouri announced his retirement from
the sport on Friday.

Nouri won a gold medal in the 87kg weight
category in the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta.

He also won three gold medals in the Asian
Wrestling Championship in 2017 (New Delhi),
2018 (Bishkek) and 2019 (Xi'an).

The 32-year-old wrestler also won a
bronze medal in the 2017 World Wrestling
Championships in Paris.

Iran to play two
friendlies with
Russia

TEHRAN - Iran's Ambassador to Russia
Kazem Jalali said Iran and Russia football
teams will play a two-match series with home
and away games.

In an interview with RIA Novosti, the two
federations have agreed to play the friendlies
but the dates of the matches have not been
confirmed.

Afriendly match between the national teams
of Russia and Iran was planned to be held in
Qatar or Iran in November, but the meeting did
not take place.

Then the President of the Russian Football
Union (RFU), Aleksandr Dyukov, noted that the
Iranian side confirmed its readiness to play
with the Russian national team in 2023.

“We are working to ensure that a friendly
match will be played between the Iranian and
Russian teams in the very near future. This
game will be another tool for the development
of public diplomacy and rapprochement
between our countries,” Jalali said.

Thailand chosen
to host 2023 of the
AFC U17 Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Following the withdrawal
of the Bahrain Football Association from
hosting the 2023 AFC U17 Asian Cup, the
AFC Competitions Committee approved
the proposal to award the hosting rights of
the age group competition to the Football
Association of Thailand.

The 2020 edition, which was supposed to be
held in Bahrain, was unfortunately cancelled
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This time, the
same country was supposed to get a chance to
host in 2023 but with Bahrain pulling out now,
Thailand will host the tournament.

Earlier in October, the Indian team confirmed
their berth at the 2023 AFC U-17 Asian Cup for
the third time consecutively.
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‘Establishment of a bee research
institute a necessity in Khansar’

TEHRAN - Iran’s agriculture minister referred
to the provision of 20 percent of the country’s
honey in Khansar county, in Isfahan province, and
emphasized the necessity of setting up a bee
research institute in this country.

During a one-day trip to Isfahan, Javad Sadati-
Nejad said Khansar is an exceptional county in
Isfahan province, and the biggest capacity of this
county, in addition to its natural resources, is its
powerful human force.

Regarding honey production in Khansar, the
minister reiterated: “This county is a major hub in
honey production in the country and 20 percent
of the country’s honey is produced in this county,
and for this reason, it is necessary to set up a bee
research institute in Khansar””

“Given that honey is considered a food, there
is a good export capacity for this product in our
country”, the official further stressed.

In late August, the director of the Agriculture
Ministry’s beekeeping development program
had said the country’s annual honey production
is expected to reach 115,000 tons in the current
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ends on March 20,
2023).

The government has paid over 145 billion rials
(over $500,000) of facilities to the country’s
beekeepers since last August when the
government took office, Touraj Saremi said at the
time.

Saremi noted that Agriculture Ministry has

defined a five-year development plan to reform
the structure of the country’s apiaries and increase
the quantity and quality of honey production during
the Iranian calendar year 14071 to 1405 (begins in
March 2026).

“The implementation of this program requires
the necessary support for providing inputs,
implementing educational-training programs, and
providing facilities to beekeepers. It is also required
to provide apiaries with insurance coverage
to reduce the risks and to ensure sustainable
production,” he said.

The official noted that the ministry is also
pursuing opening a credit line to be able to meet
part of the needs of producers in this sector within
the framework of rules and regulations.

Iranian beekeepers managed to produce 112,000
tons of honey in the previous Iranian calendar year.

Due to the high quality of Iranian honey, the
product is exported to many countries including
China, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, Germany, the
United Kingdom, Canada, Hong Kong, Australia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Irag, and Lebanon.

Back in March 2020, the former director of
the Iranian Agriculture Ministry’s beekeeping
development plan had said the country’s
beekeeping industry was planned to become the
leading agricultural sector in the country, the
leading honey producer in the region, and a strong
player in the world markets.

“Benefiting from up-to-date knowledge,
and technology, the industry is going to provide
reliable, high-quality products with greater value-
added” Farhad Moshir Qafari said.

Over the past five years, Iran’s beekeeping
industry shifted its focus from producing only one
main product, namely honey, to producing other
bee secretions such as royal jelly and bee venom,
Qafari said at the time.

“Melittin is a very valuable bee venom extract
that is currently imported, but the beekeeping
industry has the potential to produce this
substance inside,” he stressed.

Private sector’s investment making
in agriculture increases 45%

TEHRAN- Investment making by the private
sector in the agriculture sector increased
by 45 percent in the first nine months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21), as compared to the same
period of time in the past year, the Ministry of
Agriculture announced.

According to the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)’s
report, despite the occurrence of drought, the
economic growth of the agricultural sector
hit positive 0.8 percent in the summer of the
current year from negative 2.4 percent in the
summer of the past year, which indicates a 3.2
percent growth of this economic sector.

Export from Golestan provincerises
28% in 8 months yr/yr

TEHRAN- The value of export from Golestan
province, in the northeast of Iran, rose 28 percent
in the first eight months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-November 21), as
compared to the same period of time in the past
year, a provincial official announced.

Darvish-Ali  Hassanzadeh, the director-
general of the province’s Industry, Mining and
Trade Department, said that 238141 tons of
commodities worth $141702 million were
exported from the province in the eight-month
period of this year, while the value of export from
the province was $110.578 million in the first eight
months of the past year.

He named cheese, iron pipe, chipboard,
dates, metal structure parts, iron wire, plastic
bag, cement, copper wire and stone as the
main exported items which were exported to
31 countries among which Turkmenistan, Iraq,
Kazakhstan, and Afghanistan were the most
important ones.

As previously announced by Ebrahim Hosseini,
the director-general of the province’s customs
department, the value of export from Golestan
province rose 63 percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20), from its
preceding year.

Hosseini said that over 402,000 tons of
commodities worth $183.6 million were exported
from the province in the previous year, indicating
also 51 percent growth in terms of weight.

He named polystyrene, dairy products, dates,
pistachios, cement, ceramic and tiles, and
tomato paste as the major exported products,
and Kazakhstan, Iraq, Turkmenistan, Bulgaria,
Afghanistan and Romania as the main export
destinations.

As announced by the spokesman of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA),
the value of Iran’s non-oil export rose 4.44
percent during the first eight months of the
current Iranian calendar year, as compared to the
same period of time in the past year.

According to Morteza Emadi, Iran exported
70.402 million tons of goods valued at $32.368
billion in the said eight months, registering a
16-percent decline in weight.

Liquefied propane, methanol, liquefied butane,
polyethylene, bitumen, urea, liquefied natural
gas, iron and steel ingots, and light oils were the
main exported products in the said time span.

Major export destinations of the Iranian non-oil
goods were China, Iraq, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Turkey, and India, according to the official.

from page 1 » Senator
Ishag Dar emphasized that
Pakistan is ready to take all
possible measures to remove
the bottlenecks in order to
significantly increase the volume
of bilateral trade between the
two countries.

Appreciating the economic
policies of the government
of  Pakistan, the Iranian
ambassador for his part said,
“The historical relations between
the two neighbors and the strong
cultural and political relations
require that our commercial
and economic cooperation be at
better and stronger levels”

The two countries have great
potential to expand cooperation
in the fields of energy, trade and
other areas, he emphasized.

After the mentioned meeting,
the Ministry of Finance of
Pakistan issued a statement
and announced:  “In  this
meeting, the opening of border
markets, barter trade, free trade
agreement and joint investment
to increase the volume of trade
between Iran and Pakistan were
discussed.”

Since the beginning of the
current administration in August
2021, the lIranian government
has been strongly promoting and
pursuing economic diplomacy,
especially with the neighboring
countries and the countries in
the region; and as a longstanding
trade partner of the Islamic
Republic, Pakistan has been one
of the major points of focus for
the expansion of trade ties.

Considering the
complementary nature of the two
countries’ economies, common
cultural heritage, and positive
political relations between the
two neighbors, Iran and Pakistan
have huge potential for economic
cooperation, however, the level
of exchanges between the two
sides has not been satisfactory
over the past few years.

Iran and Pakistan signed a
Preferential Trade Agreement

Iran, Pakistan explore
ways to strengthen
bilateral trade

N

Pakistan’s Finance Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar (R) and

Iran’s Ambassador to Pakistan Mohammad -Ali Hosseini

(PTA) in August 2006 and
the PTA, which came to effect
in September that year, was
expected to “create anew climate
for economic and regional
cooperation between the two
countries” as stated in the
agreement, however, nearly 17
years after the mentioned deal,
the two countries annual trade is
still under $2 billion dollars.

Lack of proper banking
relations and contrary customs
regulations are said to be the
main obstacles in the way of
trade between the two countries.

Despite the above-mentioned
issues and obstacles, Iran and
Pakistan have set $5 billion of
annual trade on the agenda
for the next year and to realize

the mentioned target, the
governments of the two Islamic
republics have been taking

various measures.
In November 2021, Tehran and

Islamabad reached an agreement
to use barter trade in order to
boost bilateral trade in the face
of U.S. sanctions.

In  October this vyear, the
Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) and the Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industries (FPCCI) signed
three memorandums of
understanding (MOU) with the
aim of expanding trade between
the private sectors of the two
countries.

Also on December 3, Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) announced that the
imports of all commodities listed
under the Iran-Pakistan PTA have
been allowed by the government.

Accordingly, Iranian importers
have been allowed to register
application forms for importing
all products that were previously
on the IRICA import ban list, from

Pakistan.

Along with other measures,
this recent step is expected to
seriously affect Iran-Pakistan
trade and boost the value of
trade between the two sides
significantly.

According to the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration ~ (IRICA), Iran

and Pakistan traded over 2.1
million tons of goods valued at
$1.267 billion in the first seven
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21- October
22). Iran’s exports to Pakistan
reached 1.6 million tons worth
$704 million in the mentioned
seven months, while imports
from Pakistan hit 512,000 tons
worth $563 million.

Oil and gas products like
liqguefied petroleum gas, gas

liquids, bitumen, liquefied
natural gas, and liquefied butane
are the main commodities

that Iran exports to Pakistan,
and agricultural products and
foodstuffs comprise the main
items of Pakistan’s export basket
to Iran.

IRICAs lifting of the ban on
the import of commodities
listed under the Iran-Pakistan
PTA is going to allow Iranian
traders to have a greater choice
of commodity items to import
from Pakistan and hopefully this
measure will be accompanied by
removing other barriers in the
way of trade.

Having the already established
barter trade mechanism, the PTA
and other agreements reached
between the private sectors
of the two countries, Iran and
Pakistan are well on the path of
realizing the trade target they
have set.

The issue that should be
considered from now on is that
the lifting of the import ban
should not lead to an imbalance
of trade between the two sides
and the lIranian government
should still pursue new ways to
increase exports to the country.

Tehran, Moscow stress expansion of co-op to facilitate transport, transit ties

TEHRAN- During a meeting between the head
of Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) and Russian
ambassador to Iran at the place of TCCIMA on
Saturday, the two sides stressed the need to
expand cooperation between the two countries
to facilitate relations in transport and transit
sectors.

TCCIMA Head Masoud Khansari and the
Russian envoy, Alexey Dedov, also emphasized
the expansion of economic relations between
the two countries and the strengthening of
the cooperation between the Russian Embassy
and the Tehran Chamber to facilitate business
relations between the private sector companies
of Iran and Russia.

The Russian ambassador pointed out
the history and forward-looking activity of
the Tehran Chamber in the development of
Iran’s trade relations with other countries,
including Russia, and by stating that the level
of trade relations between the two countries
has reached more than 4 billion dollars, with
a significant leap compared to last year, he
mentioned the measures and economic policies
of the Russian government in line with the
expansion of relations with Iran, and in this
regard, he announced the planning of the
Russian government to create a sea corridor
from the Russian port in the Baltic Sea to
Bandar Abbas in the south of Iran.

Emphasizing the importance of expanding
the economic relations between the enterprises
of the two countries, the envoy stated that the
cooperation and consensus of the Russian
Embassy with the Tehran Chamber in the
direction of advancing the relations between
the private sectors of Iran and Russia and
unraveling the existing obstacles and problems
will develop in the coming period.

In this meeting, the TCCIMA head referred to
the reception of 12 trade delegations from the
Russian Federation in the Tehran Chamber in
the last few months and the sending of various
trade delegations to some provinces of Russia,
and clarified that with the exchange of the trade
delegations, the knowledge and awareness of
the enterprises of the two countries from each
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TCCIMA Head Masoud Khansari (L) and

Russian Ambassador to Tehran Alexey Dedov

other will increase, and in this way, the capacity
of economic cooperation will be identified and
exploited by enterprises.

Khansari, in this regard, announced the
readiness of the TCCIMA to develop relations
between this chamber and the Russian Embassy
in Tehran and to use the tools and facilities of
both sides with the aim of facilitating trade and
economic relations between Iran and Russia,
and emphasized taking measures to launch
the North-South Corridor and the proper use
of existing capacities to facilitate the transit of
goods between the two countries.

Iranian capital Tehran hosted a grand Iran-
Russia business forum at Espinas Palace
Hotel on November 15 in which the Iranian and
Russian traders and officials exchanged views
on the expansion of economic cooperation.

Organized by the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA), the
event was participated by the 120-member
Russian delegation as well as businesspeople
and officials from Iran.

Iran and Russia traded as much as $4.63
billion worth of commodities over the past
Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20),
according to an April report by the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).

Earlierin November, Igor Yevgenyevich Levitin,
aide to the president of the Russian Federation,

had also visited Iran on top of a high-ranking
delegation to meet with the former Iranian
Transport and Urban Development Minister
Rostam Qasemi and discuss the expansion of
transport ties.

[ran and Russia have taken significant
steps for removing the US. dollar from their
bilateral trade, launching a settlement system
to use their national currencies in economic
exchanges.

Iran’s Integrated Forex Market launched the
Ruble/Rial currency pair in early July, following
a visit of Central Bank of Iran (CBI) Governor Ali
Saleh-Abadi to Moscow.

The new arrangement means the two
countries can now settle trading debts in each
other’s currencies. The first trade took place on
July 19, the day that Russia’s President Vladimir
Putin arrived in Iran for talks with Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Seyyed Ali Khamenei and
President Ebrahim Raisi.

As reported, the new monetary system could
significantly reduce the two sides’ demand
for dollars. Bilateral trade between Iran and
Russia stood at four billion dollars in 2021 but
the two countries say they are hoping to ramp
up bilateral trade to eight billion dollars in the
short term.

The new trading arrangement allows them to
avoid the use of dollars and, by doing so, also
sidestep the impact of the U.S. sanctions.

On October 6, Russian Prime Minister
Mikhail Vladimirovich Mishustin said that the
development of relations between Iran and
Russia is the best answer to illegal sanctions.

The official made the remarks in a meeting
with Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber on the sidelines of the Second Caspian
Economic Forum in Moscow.

The meeting was participated by high-
ranking delegations from the two countries.

Referring to the friendly and good neighborly
relations between the two countries, the
Russian official said Moscow is interested in
expanding and deepening cooperation with
Tehran in all fields.

TEDPIX gains 41,800 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index
of Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
gained 41,802 points to 1.538 million
on Saturday.

As reported, over 12117 billion

atthe TSE.

securities worth 69.496 trillion rials
(about $239.6 million) were traded  points.
TEDPIX climbed 24,000 points
to 1496 million in the past Iranian
calendar week (ended on Friday).

The first market’s index rose
36,205 points, and the second

market's index climbed 66,848

As reported, the index has risen
87603 points (6.22 percent) to
1.496 million points in the previous
Iranian calendar month Azar (ended
on December 21).



From page 1 » During the Ukrainian
leader’s visit to Washington, Biden
also announced $1.85 billion in new
military assistance to Kyiv, including
the delivery of a Patriot missile battery
system, something that Ukraine has
been requesting for a long time now.

But Moscow has dismissed the
US. plans to send Patriot missiles,
with Russian President Vladimir Putin
saying the weapon is old and that
Moscow’s missile systems would be
able to shoot it down.

“The Patriot air defense is
outdated. An antidote will always be
found ... Russia will knock down the
Patriot system,” he said. The Kremlin
also says it will not stop Russia from
achieving its military goals.

US. officials have admitted the
single Patriot battery that Biden
promised Zelensky during their
White House meeting will not
change the course of the war.

The Russian president has added
that “all armed conflicts end through
negotiations”, which is not the first
time that Moscow has called on Kyivto
sit around the negotiating table. “The
sooner this becomes clear to Kyiv, the
better” Putin said.

Kyiv and the Biden administration
are wary that retaining US.
congressional support for military
aid may become more complicated
when Republicans take a slim
majority in the House next year.

Some Republicans oppose the
military aid and other lawmakers have
called for tighter oversight as not
everyone in congress is happy with the
financial assistance being delivered.

“The US. would be spending five
times more than the rest of the world
combined to assist Ukraine... this is not
our war to fight” Republican Warren
Davidson had warned the House of
Representatives.

He has now added “happy to meet
elsewhere, but Zelensky should not
speak from the US. House” after
the Ukrainian leader addressed
lawmakers in the Chamber.

Among other House
Representatives opposed to
Zelensky's demands was Matt Gaetz.
He said, “American politicians who
indulge his requests are unwilling to
do the same for our [requests]”

Another, Lauren Boebert said she
had not heard “a clear explanation of
where the first $50 billion we sent
to support [Ukraine’s] efforts went”
adding she would not support further
aid to the country without an audit.

Scrutiny on U.S. support for Ukraine
is widely expected to increase when
Republicans take control of the House
in January. Part of their skepticism
comes from traditional conservative
concerns about government waste
and excessive spending.

NwUkrih pakage takes

U.S. warzone aid to $100 billion

“[Republicans] are utterly justified
in saying, ‘we want to understand
where aid to Ukraine comes in the
big picture of American strategy and
spending priorities;” said Kori Schake,
director of foreign and defense policy
at the American Enterprise Institute.

Some lawmakers such as Marjorie
Taylor Greene of Georgia did not attend
Zelensky's address to Congress.
Others, like Matt Gaetz of Florida
and Lauren Boebert of Colorado, did
attend but refrained from joining their
colleagues in applause during the
Ukrainian president’s speech.

When they take over the House
next year, Republican leaders are
planning more hearings featuring
Biden administration officials to
provide details about where and
how military aid is being spent and
have vowed to apply more scrutiny
for future requests.

The House minority whip Steve
Scalise told reporters after Zelensky’s
visit, that he had raised this with the
Ukrainian leader. “There’s concern
that the money’s going to the places
that it's intended. Having any taxpayer
dollars that go anywhere, whether
it's domestically or abroad, deserves
scrutiny.”

Republican House leader Kevin
McCarthy has denounced the Biden
administration  officials for its
unlimited assistance describing it as
“ablank cheque”

Surveys show Americans are
becoming more skeptical of the
military  assistance to Ukraine. A
recent Wall Street Journal poll found
that 48 percent of Republicans say the
US.is going too far.

Critics also argue the US. and its
allies have not done enough to ensure
that billions of dollars in weaponry are
not falling into the wrong hands.

This comes as the US. the
Department  of Defense  said
in a statement it has awarded
more military contracts to arms
manufacturing companies on Friday,
including one of over a billion dollars

to Lockheed Martin Corp.
Earlier this month, Lockheed
Martin  received a  Defense

Department contract worth $431
million to deliver new High Mobility
Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS)
which are increasingly being shipped
to Ukraine. Separately, Boeing Co
(another US. arms manufacturer)
was awarded a $497 million contract
for CH-47F helicopters.

On the other hand, the West has
imposed unprecedented sanctions on
Russia, in particular Russian energy
exports, that have had a dire effect
on Europe with many households in
the continent witnessing skyrocketing
gas and electricity bills that have
spearheaded record inflation levels
not seen in decades.

The sanctions on Russia have also
triggered a cost of living crisis in
Europe as well as a global food supply
crisis.

Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry Peskov
has however dismissed the sanctions,
telling reporters on Saturday that
Russia is capable of taking measures
to mitigate the damage from the
punitive Western measures.

“Immediate measures are certainly
being taken in order to mitigate the
damage from sanctions and ensure

the unhindered operation of all
economic sectors and systems,” he
noted.

Peskov stressed that Moscow “has
every possibility and potential to do
that. It was created in advance for such
situations, analysis will be required to
determine the retaliatory measures
that would best serve our interests,’

The Kremlin spokesman also says
there were no signs from Zelensky’s
meeting with Biden that Ukraine was
ready for peace talks.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov has told his Turkish
counterpart  Mevlut  Cavusoglu
that Moscow has expressed its
readiness to cooperate with all the
constructive forces in order to find
an early and sustainable solution to
the Ukraine war in the interests of
peace and stability.

On February 24, Russian
President Vladimir Putin announced
a special military operation based
on a request from the heads of the
Donbas republics.

The Russian leader stressed that
Moscow had no plans to occupy
Ukrainian territories and the goal
was in response to the U.S.-led NATO
military alliance’s eastward expansion
in Ukraine on Russian borders.

Russia’s Defense Ministry has
also said that the Russian Armed
Forces are not striking Ukrainian
cities. The ministry emphasized
that the Ukrainian military
infrastructure was being targeted
by precision weapons and there
was no threat to civilians. The
Ukrainian government has strongly
rejected the Russian account.

Britain’s health workers announce more strikes for 2023

Britain’s health workers have announced a new

round of strikes in January as their long-running
dispute with the government over pay and
conditions is set to continue into 2023.

Thousands of nurses will strike again on January
18 and 19 after walking out two days in December,
the Royal College of Nursing said on Friday. They
are seeking pay increases in line with inflation.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak told reporters he
is “sad” and “disappointed” about widespread
strikes, but he insisted that refusing to
negotiate on public sector pay was the “right
thing” in the long term.

Strike dates for the nurses union in Scotland
are also expected to be announced in the new

year after it voted to reject a pay offer from the
Scottish government this week.

Inflation stood at 10.7 percent in November,
driven largely by food and energy price rises in
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

“l do not wish to prolong this dispute, but the
prime minister has left us with no choice,” Royal
College of Nursing General Secretary Pat Cullen
said on Friday.

Ambulance workers represented by the GMB
union have also scheduled a new date for action
on January 11 after suspending another walkout
later this month.

“People across the country have been wonderful
in backing us, and we care so much about them
too,” GMB National Secretary Rachel Harrison said.
“That's why we are suspending the proposed GMB
industrial action on the 28th of December”

Health minister Steve Barclay said unions had
announced co-ordinated strikes in January “to
cause maximum disruption at a time when the
NHS [National Health Service] is already under
extreme pressure.”

Barclay noted that ambulance staff on
picket lines had raised concerns about working
conditions, and he said it was important to use the
extra time to keep talking about how to make the
NHS a better place to work.

Palestinian infant injured during settlers’ assault in northern West Bank

A Palestinian infant has been Israeli

soldiers fired rubber-

reportissued in November 2021,

Israeli military soldiers and

injured after a group of Israeli
settlers attacked vehicles of
Palestinians traveling on a road in
the northern part of the occupied
West Bank, as they press ahead with
their acts of vandalism and violence
against Palestinians and their
property.

ThePalestine  Red  Crescent
Society (PRCS) said in a statement
that a one-and-a-half-year-old girl
suffered injuries as settlers hurled
stones at Palestinian cars near the
town of Osarin.

Also on Friday, clashes were
reported on Friday between
Palestinian youths and Israeli
military forces in several areas of the
West Bankas part of anti-settlement
demonstrations.

coated metal bullets and tear gas
canisters at Palestinians to quell
protests in Beita and Kafr Qaddum
towns, as well as the village of Beit
Dajan.

Clashes were also reported in
Osarin town after Israeli troops
attacked Palestinian protesters, who
were calling for the release of the
body Ammar Muflih, who was shot
dead by the Israeli army in Huwara
village south of Nablus weeks ago.

The Israeli human rights group
B'Tselem has confirmed in several
reports that Israel has for years
clearly allowed its settlers to assault
Palestinians and inflict damage on
their property as one of its policies.

According to a  detailed

the rights group said the assaults
have also included the provision of
military protection for the attackers,
and in some cases troopers’ active
participation in the assault.

“Like the violence employed
against Palestinians by the military
and the bureaucracy, settler violence
is organized, institutionalized, well-
equipped, and implemented in order
to achieve a defined strategic goal”
the report said.

B'tselem also reported that it had
documented a total of 451 settler
attacks on Palestinians in the West
Bank since early 2020, adding that
in 183 cases of these attacks, Israeli
military forces stood by or assisted
the attackers.

Israeli settlers have noticeably been
escalating their attacks against
Palestinian civilians in the West Bank
and other areas, in an attempt to
forcibly expel Palestinians from their
lands and make way for expanding
Illegal Jewish-only settlements.

More than 600,000 Israelis live in
over 230 settlements built since the
1967 Israeli occupation of Palestinian
territories of the West Bank and East
al-Quds.

All the settlements are illegal
under international law. The UN
Security Council has condemned
Israel's settlement activities in
the occupied territories in several
resolutions.

(Source: Press TV)

UN envoy calls for
pressure on Taliban
over women
university ban

The United Nations' special envoy for global
education has called on Islamic countries to
condemn a move by the Taliban banning female
students from universities, the latest in a series of
restrictions imposed on women in Afghanistan.

“This is one of the saddest days for those who are
concerned with women and girls’ rights,” Gordon
Brown said about the decision this week by the
Taliban-led Ministry of Higher Education.

In an interview with Al Jazeera broadcast on
Friday, Brown said the Afghan economy would be
harmed in the long run if women are not allowed to
train as doctors, teachers, researchers, scientists,
and for other professions.

In the short run, the decision could lead women
who have gotten used to being ‘“independent
thinkers” would either try to leave the country or
submit to these rules, he said.

Brown, who previously served as UK prime
minister, noted that while the West had limited
leverage over the Taliban-led government following
two decades of conflict, Islamic countries could
play a vital role in swaying Taliban policies towards
greater inclusivity.

“The way we can deal with this is for all our leaders
in Muslim countries to protest and to say Islam does
not require this,” he said.

In an editorial published in the British
newspaper The Guardian, Brown noted that every
country in the Muslim world except Taliban-run
Afghanistan is publicly committed to the UN
sustainable development goal that every child be
ensured access to “inclusive and equitable quality
education” by 2030.

U.S. House passes
massive $1.7 trillion
spending bill

The United States House of Representatives
voted on Friday to pass a $17 trillion spending bill
to avoid a partial government shutdown, scheduled
to take effect at midnight in Washington DC (05:00
GMT on Saturday).

The spending bill survived a Republican-led
motion to adjourn, passing 225 to 201 along party
lines. One of the last major acts of the Democrat-led
Congress, it now heads to the desk of Democratic
President Joe Biden.

The US. Senate had previously approved the
measure on Thursday. The bill's passage through
both houses of Congress helps avert a shutdown
that would have furloughed government workers
and closed non-essential services.

“The bipartisan funding billadvances key priorities
for our country and caps off a year of historic
bipartisan progress for the American people,” US.
President Joe Biden said in a statement on Friday,
adding that he would sign the bill into law “as soon
as it reaches my desk’.

The package includes a 10-percent increase
in military spending, bringing the U.S. military
budget to $858 billion, as well as $772.5 for
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various domestic programs and $45 billion in the
additional military, economic and humanitarian
assistance for Ukraine and NATO allies.

Republican members of the House hammered
the 47155-page spending bill on Friday, with
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy of California
calling it a “monstrosity”.

McCarthy is set to become the House speaker
when Republicans take control of the chamber
next year, following a 2022 midterm election that
tipped the majority in their favor.

Military bases had
$260m in damages
from Afghan
evacuation

Military bases that housed tens of thousands of
Afghan refugees in the US. incurred almost $260
million in damages that in some cases rendered
buildings unusable for troops until significant
repairs to walls and plumbing are made, the
Pentagon’s inspector general found.

Over the last two weeks of August 2021, the
U.S. Air Force managed the largest humanitarian
evacuation in its history, airlifting 120,000
people from Afghanistan in just 17 days. The
bulk of those passengers were Afghans fleeing
Taliban rule, and U.S. aircraft delivered tens of
thousands of those Afghans initially to bases
in Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Spain, Italy,
Bahrain, and Germany.

After processing, many of the refugees were
flown to eight military bases in the US. where
many were housed for months as they awaited
visa processing and resettlement; the last Afghan
refugee left military housing in February.

The refugees were housed at Fort Bliss, Texas;
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey; Fort
McCoy, Wisconsin.; Camp Atterbury, Indiana; Fort
Pickett, Fort Lee, and Marine Corps Base Quantico,
Virginia; and Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico.

The sheer volume of people in the temporary
housing left those barracks and buildings
with significant wear and tear, the inspector
general found.

In one case, training for the Indiana National
Guard was relocated from Camp Atterbury to Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, due to damages caused during
“Operation Allies Welcome.” The facilities need to
be restored “to a condition that enables them to
conduct training, prepare for future events, and
return to normal base operations,” the IG found.

India makes negative
COVID test mandatory
for five countries

India has mandated a COVID-19 negative test
report for travelers arriving from Ching, Japan, South
Korea, Hong Kong and Thailand, the federal health
minister said

Passengers from those countries would be
put under quarantine if they showed symptoms
of COVID-19 or tested positive, Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya tweeted on Saturday, as he
posted photographs of tests being conducted at the
international airport in the capital in New Delhi.

After it was announced that the shooting at the Kurds gathering in Paris on Friday morning occurred
with racial motivations , angry Kurds clashed with the police at the scene.
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Chamshir Dam: archaeologists race
against time to safeguared relics

From Page 1 » It seems that the site was
a seasonal winter settlement or a resort in
the Sassanid period, based on the quality
of the architectural structures and the
surrounding landscape, he added.

Back in July, he announced that the
site had been severely destroyed by local
farmers.

About 70 percent of the archaeological
site has been plowed and leveled by farmers,
resulting in demolishing many relics buried
in this area, he said.

“Archaeological excavations have yielded
poor results so far due to an extensive level
of destruction by farmers.”

“However, we have discovered a wide
range of relics, including pottery, glass,
stone beads, and stone mortars at the site,”
he explained.

He also noted that architectural remnants
of the Sassanids, early and middle Islamic
eras have been identified at the site.

Sassanid architecture is characterized by
the use of stone rubble and plaster mortar,
whereas the early Islamic architecture found
in this area lacks the quality of Sassanid
architecture, he added.

“The architecture of the third period is
very poor and lacked order and quality, and
was probably developed by nomadic tribes

that settled in this area during the middle
Islamic centuries,” he mentioned.

As a result of the overlap of architectures
from different periods, it can be said that in
the early Islamic period, new walls were built
on the walls of the Sassanid period without
affecting the rest of the plan, he explained.

The Sassanid age is of very high
importance in the history of Iran. Under
Sassanids, Persian architecture, in addition
to arts, experienced a general renaissance.
Architecture  often  took  grandiose
proportions, such as palaces at Ctesiphon,
Firuzabad, and Sarvestan, which are
amongst the highlights of the ensemble.

Sassanid archaeological designs typically
represent a highly efficient system of land
use and strategic utilization of natural
topography in the creation of the earliest
cultural centers of the Sassanid civilization.

Iraqi pilgrims on way to Mashhad

1,200 Iraqgi pilgrims

TEHRAN-Some
are traveling on foot to Mashhad on the
occasion of the martyrdom anniversary of
Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra (SA), the daughter of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), a local official
has said.

The Iragi pilgrims began their spiritual
journey and foot pilgrimage a while ago and
currently, they are on their way to Mashhad,
Hossein Rezai said on Saturday.

The holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS), the
eighth Shia Imam, in the city of Mashhad will
host mourners of the Prophet’s daughter,
which will gather from some neighboring
countries as well as different Iranian
provinces, he added.

Mashhad, the capital of Khorasan Razavi
province, is Iran’s holiest and second-largest
city which embraces the shrine complex of
Imam Reza (AS), the eighth Shia Imam.

Before the coronavirus puts almost

everything on lockdown, Mashhad played
host to thousands of travelers and pilgrims
who come from various Iranian cities,
neighboring countries, and even across the
globe to visit the holy shrine.

Over the past couple of years, neighboring
Irag has been one of Iran’s most important
markets for tourism and pilgrimage. In
January, the deputy tourism chief Ali-
Asghar Shalbafian announced that Iran had
renewed arrangements to facilitate travels
for Iragi nationals. “For Iragi tourists visiting
Iran, a new system has been implemented to
ensure their safety and comfort.”

In 2021, the two neighbors agreed to
abolish visa requirements for air travelers.

The announcement came after President
Ebrahim Raisi and Iragi Prime Minister
Mustafa al-Kadhimi met in Tehran,
discussing various issues including visa
waiver, a joint railway project, and increasing
the level of trade.

Before the coronavirus pandemic, Iragi
constituted Iran’s largest source of tourists.
In return, hundreds of thousands of Iranian
pilgrims head for the holy Iragi cities of
Najaf and Karbala each year to attend the
Arbaeen pilgrimage, aka the Arbaeen trek, to
mark an end to the 40-day mourning period
following the martyrdom of Imam Hussein
(AS), the grandson of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH).

UNESCO sites at a glance

City of Quito

Quito, the capital of Ecuador, was founded
in the 16th century on the ruins of an Inca
city and stands at an altitude of 2,850 m.
Despite the 1917 earthquake, the city has the
best-preserved, least-altered historic center
in Latin America.

The city offers a remarkable example
of the Baroque school of Quito (Escuela
Quitena), which brings together the
indigenous and European artistic traditions
and which is renowned for providing the
greatest contribution of Spanish America to
universal art.

The height of this art is represented by
veritable spiritual citadels, among which are
San Francisco, San Domingo, San Augustin,
La Compana, La Merced, the Sanctuary of
Guapulco, and the Recoleta of San Diego, to
name just the principal ones.

These are recognized not only for their
artistic value from the architectural

viewpoint but also for their decorative
elements (altarpieces, paintings, sculptures).

The city of Quito forms a harmonious
ensemble where nature and man are
brought together to create a unique and
transcendental work.

The colonizers knew how to adapt
their artistic sensibility to the reality that
surrounded them, building their architecture
inavery complextopographical environment.

' Semnan hopes to win UNESCO

recognition for its caravanserais

TEHRAN - The Iranian province
of Semnan hopes to gain UNESCO
status for a selection of its
caravanserais, which are part of
anational dossier to be evaluated
in the near future by the UN body.

“Most of the caravanserais
that may be registered on the
UNESCO list (of cultural heritage)
this year belong to this province,”
the director of Semnan’s branch
for Iranology Foundation said on
Saturday.

So far, UNESCO experts have
assessed six caravanserais in
Semnan, Hassan Shadpour said.

The Semnan region has a
special position in terms of
political geography (geopolitics)
and geography. For instance, it
was once on the ancient Silk Road,
the expert said.

Last year, the Islamic Republic
put forward a selection of 56
caravansaries as a candidate for
collective inclusion in UNESCO’S
cultural heritage list. Such

massive inns date from various
eras, from the Sassanid (224 CE-
657) to the Qajar epoch (1789-
1925).

Caravanserai is a compound
word combining “caravan” with
“serai” (or “sara”); the former
stands for a group of travelers
and the latter means the building.

T
They often had massive portals
supported by elevated load-
bearing walls. Guest rooms were
constructed around the courtyard
and stables behind them, with
doors in the corners of the yard.

The earliest Iranian
caravanserais date back to the
Achaemenid era (550 - 330 BC).

Centuries later, when Shah Abbas
| assumed power from 1588- to
1629, the mighty Safavid monarch
ordered the construction of a
network of caravanserais across
the country.

Such roadside inns were
once constructed along ancient
caravan routes in the Muslim
world to shelter people, their
goods and animals. The former
Silk Road may be the most famous
example dotted by caravanserais.

For many travelers to Iran,
staying in or even visiting a
centuries-old caravanserai can
be a wide experience; they have
an opportunity to feel the past,
a time travel back to a forgotten
age.

The majority of Iranian
caravanserais have  massive
portals supported by elevated
load-bearing walls. Arched guest
rooms are constructed around
the courtyard and stables behind
them with doors in the corners of
the yard.

Tehran meeting raises awareness over Persian islands

TEHRAN- On Saturday, the Niavaran
Cultural-Historical Complex hosted a meeting
to highlight the significance and history of
certain Iranian islands in the Persian Gulf.

Former Iranian diplomat Kourosh Ahmadi,
and Alireza Rafati, who has authored a book
on Abu Musa and the Greater and Lesser
Tunbs islands, were among the lecturers at the
meeting, IRNA reported.

The triple islands are strategically located
close to the Strait of Hormuz, which is known
as the world’s most important oil chokepoint.

Sandwiched between southwest Iran and
the Arabian Peninsula, the Persian Gulf is a
shallow, marginal sea of the Indian Ocean.
Approximately 241,000 square kilometers
make up the sea. Iran forms its northern,
northeastern, and eastern borders with

the country. The United Arab Emirates and
a portion of Oman form its southeast and
southern borders. Qatar, Bahrain, and Saudi
Arabia form its southwest and western
borders. Kuwait and Irag form its northwest
border.

The term Persian Gulf is sometimes used to
refer not only to the Persian Gulf itself but also
to its outlet, the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf
of Oman, leading to the Arabian Sea.

The Persian Gulf area was known to the
region’s early navigators and Portuguese,
English, and Dutch traders from the early 16th
century.

When the British began collecting
hydrological, meteorological, and
oceanographic data in the late 18th century,
useful bathymetric maps and navigational

guides appeared.
Moreover, Danish fishing expeditions
conducted important marine biological

research beginning in the 1930s, and the
Japanese conducted additional fisheries
research in the 1970s.

Chmese to cooperate in Persian Gulf archeological survey

- Iran and China have
recently signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) to expand
cooperation in the underwater
archeological excavations in the
Persian Gulf, the director of the

TEHRAN

Archaeological Research Center of
the Research Institute of Cultural
Heritage & Tourism has said.

By using these MOUs Iran
inks  with  other  countries
including China, there is hope
that the country can strengthen
underwater archaeology, Leila
Khosravi said on Saturday.

Underwater archaeology has
many limitations and challenges,
but Iranian authorities attempt
to grow and develop this field
in spite of these problems, she
noted.

However, the budget problem

still exists, and research budgets
for this field of archaeology are
heavy at the moment, she added.

The Persian Gulf has always
been a source of pride and honor
for Iranians. For thousands of
years, the people of Iran have lived
alongside the Persian Gulf and
have enjoyed its endless benefits.

In addition to having vast
resources of energy and economic
significance, the Persian Gulf has
an ancient and unique history and
culture.

The southern Iranian gulf has
been referred to by historians

and ancient texts as “Persian”
since the Achaemenid Empire was
established (550 BC) in what is
now modern-day Iran.

According to the book
“Documents on the Persian Gulf’s
Name, the Eternal Heritage of
Ancient Time,” the term Persian
Gulf and its equivalents have been
used continuously since earlier
than 400 BC in all languages,
especially in the Arabic language.

On almost all maps printed
before 1960, and in most modern
international treaties, documents
and maps, this body of water is
known by the name “Persian Gulf”

Ghalamzani: Persian expertlse for engravmg metal objects

TEHRAN - Ghalamzani is the splendid art of
engraving superb designs on various kinds of
metals such as copper, brass, silver, and gold by
the means of carving chisels.

[t seems that the history of engraving has not
been too far from the time when man discovered
and used the metals. The ancient samples are
being kept in the National Museum of Iran and
other ones across the globe, some dating 3000
years.

Isfahan has long been the main hub for ancient
expertise, where artists make a range of gold and
silver dishes stunningly decorated with animals
and scenes of hunting.

A typical artist meticulously uses a chisel and
hammer to carve out every detail to engrave vivid
scenes. Experts say the artistic movement of the
engraver’s hand and the harmonized blows of the
hammer and engraving tool will be finally led to
creating a unique job.

However, the material will be decorated and

embellished after it has already been shaped by
another talented artist using a hammer and anvil.

Modern-day metal dish preparation is
occasionally handled by machinery due to the
difficult work and advancing age of the masters.

Following the artist's completion of the pattern
drawing, the back of the piece is coated with tar
and baked along with other materials. Next, the
main lines of the design are traced using carving
chisels. From this point on, it may take the artist

weeks or even months to complete the design,
which was once just an idea in his head.

Every piece is meticulously made, requiring the
artists to have a great deal of skill, talent, and
patience.

Many materials and tools, including chisels,
hammers, instruments made by hand, etc. are
used by the artisans to emboss and engrave the
most intricate and complex designs on different
kinds of metals.

Various natural scenes, human and animal
forms, floraland plant patterns, hunting grounds,
etc. Some of the numerous beautiful images that
have been meticulously hand-carved into various
types of Ghalamzani pieces include and.

In addition to applying heat, other techniques
used to create these works of art include the
use of waxes, dyes, sanding, and polishing. The
beautiful Ghalamzani handicrafts come in the
form of ornamental trays, plates, vases, pitchers,
and other utensils.

Centuries-old Lardeh-Duzi still practiced in Semnan

TEHRAN - The traditional art
of Lardeh-Duzi, which dates
back some 500 years ago, is still
practiced by the female villagers
across the north-central Semnan
province, a local tourism official
has said.

It is important to note that this
art and profession have been
passed from mother to daughter,
generation after generation, and
rural mothers still teach this art

free to preserve it, ISNA quoted
Hani Rastegaran as saying on
Saturday.

As part of its protection, various
training courses and several
classes are held to promote the
art that has been registered on
Iran’s national list of intangible
cultural heritage, the official
added.

Assignificant contribution to the

livelihood of a family is made by
the female villagers, by working
on the art of Lardeh-Duzi and by
selling their handmade products,
he noted.

It is an art that is highly
revered by the women in the
villages of the province, who
consider it the cultural heritage
of their ancestors, and they pay
special attention to it today, he
mentioned.

Lardeh-Duzi is a delicate
traditional art and a combination
of several handicrafts, including
needlework, embroidery, Sermeh-
Duzi, Siah-Duzi, and appliqué.

In this field of handicrafts,
first, the design is drawn on the
silk fabric and according to the
desired design, different arts are
being used. To attach different
pieces, copper sequins are used.



TEHRAN - Some 5,000 elites
will be recruited in state-run
organizations by the end of the
next [lranian calendar] year
(March 2024), Vice President for
Science and Technology has an-
nounced.

According to the future condi-
tions, there is an opportunity to
recruit about 40,000 to 50,000
elites in governmental organiza-
tions, IRNA quoted Rouhollah De-
hghani as saying on Saturday.

“We should attract more
elites for more appropriate gov-
ernance,” he emphasized.

Next year, 5,000 elites will be
recruited in state-run organiza-
tions, he said, adding, the Minis-
try of Energy plans to attract a
thousand elites in the fields of
electrical, water, and energy en-
gineering next year.

Iranian elites return

Iran has implemented a plan
to return elites from the top
100 universities in the world.
Through a national model, the
facilities are provided for their
return by creating technology

Govt. plans to
recruit 5,000 elites

parks, innovation centers, and
factories.

The plan was able to bring
back 2,510 Iranian specialists
and graduates from 720 presti-
gious and top universities in the

world.

About 500 Iranian research-
ers have returned home over
the past four years to transfer
their knowledge and expertise
to the country’s universities,

according to the vice presidency
for science and technology.

lran has
implemented
a plan to return
elites from the top
100 universities
in the world.

With the support of the Na-
tional Elites Foundation and Sci-
ence and Technology Vice Pres-
idency, universities, knowledge
enterprises, technology parks,
and incubators launched a plan
titled ‘cooperation with Iranian
expatriate entrepreneurs and
elites’ in 2015.

The plan aims to attract lrani-
ans abroad to share knowledge
in different forms including
postdoctoral research, research
opportunity, and visiting fel-
lows, in addition to being faculty
members.

Risk of new Covid wave snowballmg

TEHRAN - There is a high risk of a new
coronavirus wave while the existing variants
are not over yet, Behnam Arshi, head of the
office of infectious diseases of the Ministry
of Health, said.

Facing different strains over the last 2
years proved that coronavirus has numer-
ous unpredictable and surprising behaviors;
therefore, people should continue to priori-
tize compliance with health guidelines and
vaccination, he explained.

Currently, the country is in a favorable con-
dition in terms of low transmission rate so
that after 26 months of fighting, the number
of Covid mortality has reached less than 10
people and it claimed no lives in several days.

But recently, medical researchers an-
nounced the risk of an Omicron variant
emerging in the world that is resistant to all
existing therapeutic antibodies, and the find-
ings indicate that new treatments must be

identified to deal with this variant.

According to new research at a German in-
stitute, BQ.11, is resistant to all approved anti-
body treatments.

Omicron escapes neutralizing antibod-
ies and causes symptomatic disease even in
vaccinated or convalescent individuals due to
mutations in the spike protein. This is known
as an immune escape and is dangerous for
high-risk populations, including the elderly
and people with weak immune systems.

Statistics in other countries are worrying;
Japan, America, and some European coun-

Currently, the countryisina
favorable condition in terms
of low transmission rate.

tries are dealing with a three-digit death
rate. On the other hand, Iran is located in an
area around which the infection is surging,
but the biggest factor in maintaining health
is vaccination.

So far, about 156 million doses of corona
vaccine have been injected in the country,
and in recent months, the rate of vaccination
has decreased significantly, however, people
should receive vaccines regarding the surge
in infected cases.

Iran welcomes Afghan girl students as Tallban suspends education

TEHRAN - In the wake of the
Taliban’s move to suspend educa-
tion for girls, Iran is ready to host
Afghan girl university students,
MP Mehdi Esmaeili has said.

in line with philanthropic val-
ues, if the Afghan government
does not reconsider its decision,
the Islamic Republic of Iran will
accept Afghan female students,
ISNA quoted Esmaeili as saying
on Saturday.

“Unfortunately, with the Tali-
ban coming to power in Afghan-
istan, girls have been deprived
of education. This is completely
contrary to human rights con-
ventions.

Iran is hosting millions of Af-
ghan refugees, Esmaeili said,
adding that a considerable num-
ber of Afghans are studying in
Iran.

On Friday, Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Nasser Ka-
naani said Iran, as a neighbor of
Afghanistan that is interested in
peace, stability, and development

in the country regrets to hear the
news that Afghan girls and wom-
en are facing obstacles in study-
ing at universities.

He added that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran hopes the relevant
officials in Afghanistan pave the
way for the resumption of ed-
ucation for female school and
university studies at all levels so
that they can enjoy their right to
acquire knowledge and science
and play a more effective role in
the development and prosperity
of the country, according to the
Iranian foreign ministry.

Iran is home to over 800,000
registered refugees and some 2.6
million undocumented Afghans.
Today, more than 500,000 Af-
ghan children- including undoc-
umented Afghans and those who
have newly arrived in Iran fol-
lowing the Taliban-takeover-are
benefitting from Iran’s inclusive
education policies, one of the
most progressive in the world.

Many of the refugees living in

Some 108,000
students from 117
countries have
enrolled in lranian
universities for the
current academic
year which started
September 23.

Iran are second and third-gener-
ation, according to the UNHCR.
Some 108,000 students from
117 countries have enrolled in Ira-
nian universities for the current

academic year (started Septem-
ber 23), Mohammad Mohammadi
Masoudi, an official with the Min-
istry of Science, has said.

Twenty-five percent of the for-
eign students studying in Iranian
universities are Afghan nationals,
he added.

The students are studying in
different fields of science, re-
search and technology, health
and medical education, and also
in the fields of humanities, Islam-
ic sciences, Persian language and
literature, law, fundamentals of
Islamic law, management fields,
economics, psychology, social
sciences, as well as engineering,
agricultural sciences, animal sci-
ences, and basic sciences.

In the current school year
which began on September 23,
about 300,000 new foreign stu-
dents enrolled in Iranian schools.

For the time being, 560,000
foreign students are studying in
schools across the country, Edu-
cation Minister Yousef Nouri said.
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Straight Truth

Court sentences offenders to provide food

for cheetah cub

From page 1 » which once roamed across
vast ranges of the west and south Asian coun-
tries, from West Asia to India.

Listed as critically endangered by the IUCN,
the Asiatic cheetah is among the rarest cats in
the world at the subspecies level, with fewer
than 50 believed to remain in Iran.

RAMSARSITES IN IRAN

Part 26

The region is generally extremely hot throughout
the year, and has very low winter rainfall. However,
the climate in summer is influenced by the south
west monsoon, and heavy rainfall is unusual, the hu-
midity remains high throughout the summer.

Ecological Features

Permanent pools in the bed of the Sarbaz Riv-
er support rich submerged aquatic vegetation and
a narrow fringe of emergent vegetation including
some phragmites sp. and Typha sp. Mangrove areas
in the estuarine Zone are mono-specific stands of
Avicennia marina with some very large trees.

A high water table in the main valley supports
open parklike woodland of Acacia, prosopis, Ziziphus,
Tamarix and date palms, with stands of oleauder and
fan-palms along the river bed.

Away from the river the vegetation is extreme-
ly sparse, and much of the area is almost devoid of
vegetation except after the very infrequent rains.

Noteworthy flora

The large stand of Avicennia marina at the mouth
of the Sarbaz River contains some of the largest
mangrove trees in Iran.

Noteworthy fauna

The tidal mudflats, mangroves, sandy beaches
and inshore waters at the mouth of the Sarbaz
River are an important wintering area for phala-
crocorax carbo (up to 3500), pelecanus crispus
(maximum of 25 in the 1970s but up to 112 in re-
cent years), Platalea lcucorodia (up to 49), a va-
riety of shorebirds (notably Haematopus Ostra-
legus, Calidris alba, Limosa lapponica, Numenius
arquata and Tringa totanus) and gulls, the latter
have included up to 2000 larus ridibundus, 1000
L. genei and 1000 L. cachinnans.

Scarce winter visitors have included single
ciconia nigra and pluvialis fulva. Large numbers
of terns occur on passage including up to 2000
sterna bergii.

Breeding birds in this area include Ardeola grayii
(up to 15 pairs), Halcyon smymensis (Common) and
Acrocephalus Stentoreus (Common).

Up to 14 pandion haliaetus have been re-
corded in winter, and the species is thought to
breed in the area.

Characteristic

Species include Butastur teesa, Aquila rapax,
Gyps bengalensis, Francolinus Pondicerianus,
Twreix Sylvatica, Pterocles exustus, Athene brame,
Caprimulgus mahrattensis, Dendrocopos assimilis,
Calandrella raytal, Lanius vittatus, Saxicola caprata,
Lonchura mala arica, Passer Pyrrhonotus and Acri-
dotheres tristis.

At least 204 species of birds have been recorded
in the Bahu kalat protected Area. The Sarbaz River is

noted for its thriving population of Marsh Crocodile
or Mugger (Crocodylus Palustris), the western most
population of this south Asian species.

Other fauna in the protected Area include Desert
Monitor (Varanus griseus), Common Indian Mang-
oose (Herpestes edwardsi), Palm Squir el (Funamb-
ulus Pennanti), Golden Jackal (Canis aureus), Moni-
tor Lizard, Striped Hyaena (Hyaena hyaena), Caracal
(Lynx Caracal), Leopard (Felis Pardus), Wild Boar (Sus
Scrofa), Chinkara Gazelle (Gazella dorcashennetti),
Persian Ibex (Carpa hircus aegagrus) and wild sheep
(Ovis amnion).

The rare Baluchestan race of the Himalayan Black
Bear (Selenarctos thibetanus) is believed to occur in
the reserve. Govater Bay with many sand beaches is
likely a major sea turtle nesting ground.

Curnent land use

Fishing along the coast, and some grazing by
domestic livestock in river side vegetation. There
is a small fishing village on Govater Bay near the
mouth of the Sarbaz River and Several tin villag-
es with small areas of cultivation along the river
banks, but the area is remote and most of it is very
sparsely populated.

Conservation measures taken

The Wetlands are included within a protected Area
of 382.430 ha (The Bahu Kalat Protected Area) es-
tablished in 1971.

The boundaries have remained unchanged since
then, but the reserve has been named the (Gando)
Protected Area.

The entire reserve has been identified as an “Im-
portant Bird Area” by Birdlife International.

Current scientific research

Mid-winter Waterfowl censuses have been car-
ried out by the Ornithology Unit, Department of
the Environment, in most years since 1970 (with
aerial surveys in 1973, 1974 and, 1975), and avi-
faunal surveys have been undertaken on several
occasions at other times of the year.

Accommodation facilities-are available at Game
Guard Stations in the Protected Area. Recently a
Crocodile research station established at the pro-
tected Area near the Garmbit village.

Hamun-e-Puzak

The Iranian portion of the vast Hamun-e-Puzak
wetland, the majority of which lies in Afghanistan,
consists of a complex of shallow freshwater lakes
with rich submergent vegetation and extensive
reedbeds.

An important area for wintering waterbirds.
Substantial declines in bird numbers may have oc-
curred due to widespread drought and vegetation
degradation in the Sistan Basin.

Source: Ramsar.org

To be continued
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Kindness is a mark of faith and whoever is not
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Prophet Muhammad (S)
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Architecture: Islamic, pre-Safavid

Part2

[tis stilltoo early to be able to define the stylistic
characteristics of this century; it is possibly by
regions that 14th century style will eventually be
most meaningful.

Some innovations, however, are evident:
particular concern for light in cupolas, alleviation
of walls in selected areas, experimentation with
vaults, color in decoration, many new techniques
of ornament.

Fifteenth century: This Timurid century is
easier to define. Its main creative centers were
the dynastic ones in northeastern Iran (Herat,
Samarkand, Mashhad, Turkestan, Anau, Tayabad,
Kargerd), but its masterpieces are found in Tabriz,
Qom, Yazd, and Kerman as well.

While the functions and purposes of
architecture did not change much in this era, its
techniques, styles, and especially mood did.

Technically there occurred a new series of
experiments with vault construction—almost
the last such in Iran—leading to an almost total
separation between exterior and interior effects
of domes and to the logically brilliant, if at times
overly complex, arrangement of ribs and of curved
surfaces.

Timurid architectural style concerned itself
with the elaboration of interior proportions,
with the composition of surface decoration, and
especially with the uses of faience mosaics and
multi colored tiles.

As a result its mood is one of luxurious effects
which are perhaps more secular than religious,
more externally brilliant than directly inspiring.

Yet it possesses a unique quality of almost
magic attraction. Its colors, subtle compositions,
and structurally compact monuments serve as
focal points in the cities or villages where they are
found.

Characteristic forms and purposes: The
most common monuments of Iranian Islamic
architecture are primarily religious: large
congregational mosques, small private mosques,
madrasas, khanagas, mausoleums for holy men—
often with elaborate attending institutions.

Most of these functions are typical of all Islamic
architectural traditions, although the development
of large sanctuaries around the burial places of
imams is a more specifically Iranian phenomenon.

Also peculiarly Iranian is the existence of
dynastic and personal mausoleums. From
the Samanid one in Bukhara to Sanjar’s at
Marv, Oljaytu’s in Soltanieh, and Timur’s in
Samarkand, major monuments were built to
glorify a specific prince.

As is apparent from the inscriptions on some of
these mausoleums, they tended to reflect more
than royal vainglory and often served as semi
religious cultic centers.

Secular functions of Iranian architecture have
not been preserved as well as religious ones. A
large number of caravanserais remain, mostly
from the 11th and 12th centuries.

Palaces and fine houses are known primarily
in the East, and much more for the 10th to
12th centuries than for later times, except for
fragments of Timurid buildings.

Baths, private houses, bazaars are very poorly
known outside the excavations at Siraf, although
later and better preserved examples (from Kashan
or Marv) may be taken as representative.

The same is probably true of formal gardens.
Largely fragmentary city walls, citadels, and
military architecture remain almost everywhere,
and a 10th century bridge is still standing near
Isfahan.

Foranyfurtherstudy of the typology of functions
an essential source consists in wagf documents,
the most notable examples being a 10th-century
wagqf for Samarkand, a 12th-century one inscribed
on the walls of Qazvin's congregational mosque,
the wagf nameh of Rashid ad-Din, and several
wagfs dealing with Yazd.

It is probable that there was a distinctively
Iranian density of architectural functions in some
areas or at some times, but so far this cannot be
identified with certainty.

Iranian originality is clearer when one turns to
architectural forms, for regardless of the function
of a monument, the same small number of formal
units appears constantly at all times, in almost
any setting, and in almost every area. Five of these
are particularly notable: the dome, the ayvan, the
court, the tower, and the wall.

The dome, majestic at Soltanieh and Samarkand
or infinitely varied in Isfahan, is one of the true
glories of Islamic architecture in Iran. It can stand
alone or be set in series and cover large spaces.

It can be artificially heightened as in the
mausoleum of Tamerlane or almost flat as in
the small bays of the congregational mosque of
Isfahan.

Most significantly, it was the source of the most
imaginative and exciting technical developments
of Iranian architecture: the endless variations
introduced into the pre Islamic squinch ending
up with the mogarnas or intersecting ribs of late
Timurid and especially Safavid monuments.

A further peculiarity of the Iranian dome is
that it was not used simply as a complete entity.
It was also segmented: its parts (halves, thirds,
quarters) became separate compositional units
of their own.

The ayvan and the court are less original to
Islamic Iran, since both have a long pre Islamic
history in Iran and Irag. Two notable things
happened to them in Islamic times. One is that
they both became widespread morphological
elements throughout Iran. (There is still much
uncertainty about the development of the ayvan
in early Islamic times.)

The second is that the court and from one to four
ayvans were transformed into the compositional
and modular axes of most major buildings. The
ways in which this actually happened have not
yet been investigated adequately, but from the
simple 12th century mosque at Zavareh all the
way to the spectacular early 15th century one in
Samarkand, these are the elements around which
the monument is organized.

In some of the earlier masterpieces (before the
growth of axial portals) the court with its ayvans
formed the inner facade of most monuments.

There is still much debate about minarets, best
understood simply as towers, the tall cylinders (at
times polygons) which rise above so much of the
Iranian landscape.

Some did serve forthe call to prayer, others were
watchtowers or commemorative monuments,
some were even tombs. Although some of them
are squat and ungainly, most are tall and thin.

They can be undecorated or, as in Bukhara or
Mashhad, carry a most impressive ornament.
They can stand alone, in pairs framing portals, or
in groups serving to emphasize the main forms of
as widely different monuments as the Soltanieh
mausoleum or the mosque of Bibi Khanom in
Samarkand. The origin of the form is still obscure,
as are the reasons why it acquired such a uniquely
wide use.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued.

Iranian envoy meets Turkish
writers, publishers in Ankara

Frome Page 1 » Ali Akin Caba
was another Turkish writer who
was in attendance at the meeting.

“In fact, we knew General
Soleiamni  better after his
martyrdom; he was like a
perfume bottle, which scented all
the world,” said Caba, the writer
of “lmam Hussein on the Road to
Karbala”

Turkish poet Mehmet Mavi
also recited a poem on General
Soleimani.

The report did not mention the
names of publishers attending
the meeting.

According to the report, Turkish
publishers have so far published
40 titles about resistance and
General Soleimani.

The books have been
showcased during local and
international exhibitions

organized across the country.

Among the books is “The Hajji
Qassem Whom | Know: Narratives
about a 40-Year Friendship”
written by Soleimani’s comrade
Hojjatoleslam Ali Shirazi.

Aykut Pazarbasi, a Turkish
scholar of Persian literature,
is the translator of the book
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A combination photo shows the front covers of several books published in Turkish about General Qassem Soleimani

published by the Istanbul-based
publisher Feta under the title
“Benim Tanidigim Haci Kasim”.

In 2020, the publisher also
released “The Soldiers of the
Commander”, a book by Iranian
writer Morteza Keramati about

Soleimani’s relationship with his
soldiers.

Translated by Pazarbasi, the
book was published under the
title “Haci Kasim Suleymani ve
Harem  Savunuculari”  (“Hajji
Qassem Soleimani and Harem

Defenders”).

“Our Happy Comrade” (“Bizim
Bahtiyar Dostumuz”), a book
on Soleimani’s valor by Iranian
writer Abdolmajid Karami was
published by Israk in Turkish in
2020.

New study reveals Picasso in Iran museum is copy

TEHRAN - A new research has revealed a
National Museum of Iran’s painting attributed
to Spanish artist Pablo Picasso is only a copy
printed on canvas.

A depiction of Picasso’s “Harlequin Playing
the Guitar”, the print is preserved in the treasure
trove of the Islamic Section of the museum
as “a painting attributed to Pablo Picasso, the
renowned Spanish painter”.

“In the past, there was a female politician and
cultural figure who managed an Italian company
that published works by famous artists on
canvas, particularly those from the Renaissance,”
Fat’hollah Niazi, an expert at the Research Center
for Conservation and Restoration of Historical
and Cultural Artefacts, told the Persian service
of ISNA on Saturday.

Paintings by Picasso were also among the
artworks printed by the company, he added.

“We assumed that the painting was an original,
but following the research, we learned that it is

a digital print produced by the Italian company,
which has likely been purchased from an auction
during the late Pahlavi period,” he explained.

“To check the authenticity of the object, we
produced documentation, used professional
photography, microscopic  analyses  and
industrial test equipment, and in the end, all
the investigations indicated that the tableau is
merely a print produced about 50 years ago by a
machine on canvas,” he noted.

Fat’hollah also said that the object cannot be
deemed to be a fraudulent artwork, because it
was not produced in order to deceive people.

The research was carried out by the Research
Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism.

“Harlequin Playing the Guitar”, which is also
known as “Harlequin with Guitar”, was created
on canvas in 1918. It is kept in a private collection.

Picasso produced several other paintings with
the same title.

B

A print of Pablo Picasso’s “Harlequin Playing the
Guitar”that is preserved in the Islamic Section of
the National Museum of Iran.

Persian readers find “Lost in Thought” at bookstores

TEHRAN - “Lost in Thought:
The Hidden Pleasures of an
Intellectual Life” by Zena Hitz has
been published in Persian.

Mohammadreza Shekari is the
translator of the book published
by Qognus. The book was
originally published in January
2020.

While many forms of leisure
meet these needs, Hitz writes,
few experiences are so fulfilling
as the inner life, whether that
of a bookworm, an amateur
astronomer, a birdwatcher, or
someone who takes a deep
interest in one of countless

A combination photo shows
Zena Hitz and the front cover of
the Persian edition of her book
“Lost in Thought”.

other subjects.
Drawing on inspiring
examples, from Socrates and

Augustine to Malcolm X and
Elena Ferrante, and from films
to Hitz’s own experiences as
someone who walked away from
elite university life in search
of greater fulfillment, “Lost in
Thought” is a passionate and
timely reminder that a rich life is
alife rich in thought.

Today, when even the
humanities are often defended
only for their economic or
political usefulness, Hitz says
our intellectual lives are valuable
not despite but because of their
practical uselessness.

And while anyone can have an

intellectual life, she encourages
academics in particular to get
back in touch with the desire to
learn for its own sake, and calls
on universities to return to the
person-to-person transmission
of the habits of mind and heart
that bring out the best in us.

Hitz is a tutor at St. John's
College of the University of
Cambridge. Her book explores
the meaning and the value
of learning for its own sake,
through images and stories
of bookworms, philosophers,
scientists and other learners,
both fictional and historical.

An interview with Tayyebe Pazuki

The book “The Patience Gem” by Tayyebe
Pazuki, is one the books that won the Jalal Al
Ahmad award in 2019. It is about Gohar al-Sharia
Dastgheib’s memories.

* What time in Mrs. Dasgheib’s life does this
book, her memoirs, focus on?

Her memories from her birth through the
victory of the Islamic Revolution are recounted in

The Patience Gem

this work. The reader of this book gains a detailed
understanding of Mrs. Dastgheib’s political and
cultural development, as well as an impression
of the historical events that occurred throughout
a 40-year period.

* How were the interviews with the narrator
conducted?

Although more interviews were necessary,
the initial interviews provided a comprehensive
summary of Mrs. Dastgheib’s life from childhood
to the beginning of 1976. Additional interviews
following several follow-ups began on
November 6, 2012, and they were completed on
April 30, 2014. Of course, there was a 7-month
gap between the interviews during this time due
to the loss of one of her children and her mental
anguish.

* What aspects of her behavior throughout
your conversation with her motivated you to
keep working?

Mrs. Dastgheib’s positive attitude, kindness,
and patience when answering questions,
together with her honesty and lack of
exaggeration when sharing her memories, gave
me hope that | would be able to complete the
work.

* What steps did you take to ensure the
validity of the interviews and compare them to
the available records?

| used written sources, social media, oral
history archives, and the archives of modern
Iranian culture to support the narrator’s claims.
| also looked through more than 800 pages of
documentation that SAVAK left behind on the
narrator, her husband, and herdaughter. In
addition to all of this, | visited Shiraz personally
to educate myself about her hometown and the
locations she mentioned.

*What obstacles did you have to overcome?

In general, a history researchermust overcome
a variety of obstacles to complete any project;
among these are the hard and challenging tasks
of connecting with the narrator and obtaining
their cooperation. It typically takes some time
for the sense of cooperation and trust that
is necessary to conduct a good interview to
develop.

Additionally, because the narrator wants to
prevent complications for himself and his family,
the current political situation might occasionally
make doing an interview difficult. Even if the
narrator agrees to cooperate in these cases, the
interview’s quality will undoubtedly decrease.
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