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Football president 
Taj apologizes for 
Iran’s poor results 

TEHRAN - president of Iran football feder-
ation Mehdi Taj has apologized the football 
fans for Team Melli’s poor performance in the 
2022 FIFA World Cup.

Iran, headed by Carlos Queiroz, lost to Eng-
land 6-2 in their opening match and also suf-
fered a 1-0 loss against the U.S. in Group B.

Iran defeated Wales 2-0 and failed to qual-
ify for the World Cup knockout stage.

Taj tendered an apology message via a 
statement published on Iran football feder-
ation’s website on Sunday.

He also promised to choose the best op-
tion for the National Team for the 2023 AFC 
Asian Cup.

Media reports suggest that Queiroz, ex-
Iran captain Javad Nekounam, former Iran 
coaches Branko Ivankovic and Amir Gha-
lenoei are among the candidates to take 
charge of Team Melli. 

The 2023 edition of the AFC Asian Cup will 
be held in Qatar after original host China ex-
pressed its inability to stage the tournament 
due to COVID-19 situation in that country.

Top general 
dismisses claims 
of Iranian drones in 
Ukraine war

TEHRAN- The highest-ranking military 
official has said claims that Iranian drones 
have been deployed in the conflict in Ukraine 
are a kind of “psychological warfare” by the 
adversaries.

Major General Mohammad Hossein 
Bagheri, the Chief of Staff of the Iranian 
Armed Forces, told reporters on the sidelines 
of a cultural event in Tehran on Sunday that 
all the hue and cry regarding the deployment 
of Iranian drones in the conflict in Ukraine by 
the “world of arrogance” is “part of the ene-
my’s psychological warfare”.

Aside from the fact that many of those 
allegations are fake, the general noted that 
they demonstrate Iran’s significant influ-
ence, relevance, and its advanced drone 
technology.

Major General Bagheri described Iran as 
one of the world’s top five drone powers, 
saying Iranian UAVs can carry out a wide 
range of operations with great precision and 
flying endurance.

Referring to the acknowledgment of 
ex-commander of the U.S. Central Command 
(CENTCOM) who had said “U.S. air superiority 
has ended for the first time since the Sec-
ond World War because Americans cannot 
project aerial power where there are Iranian 
drones,” General Bagheri underscored that 
“this is big and humiliating confession by the 
Americans.” 

He added, “It is true that they no longer 
possess such aerial dominance.”

The senior general highlighted that Iran 
will plow ahead with plans to enhance its 
drone capabilities, stating, “In accordance 
with the issues and rules of the Islamic Re-
public, we will work with other nations in the 
drone industry.” 

Iran advises French 
police to exercise 
patience in handling 
peaceful protests 

TEHRAN- The French police’s harsh re-
sponse to peaceful rallies around the city 
of Paris after an earlier armed incident has 
drawn criticism from the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry.

In comments on Saturday, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani also denounced 
the brutal and racist assault in Paris that left 
three people dead.

A French prosecutor told reporters in Par-
is at the scene of the event on Friday, “There 
are three dead, one in urgent care, two per-
sons with significant injuries, and the sus-
pect, who was caught, has also been hurt, 
particularly to the face.”  Page 2

Play presents life of 
Hazrat Fatima (SA) in 
seven stages  

TEHRAN – A play portraying the life of 
Hazrat Fatima (SA), daughter of the Prophet 
Muhammad (S), in seven chapters went on 
stage on Saturday at Osveh Hall of the Art 
Bureau of the Islamic Ideology Dissemination 
Organization (IIDO).

A large all-women troupe led by director 
and writer Maryam Shabani is performing the 
play entitled “Fatima” to commemorate the 
martyrdom anniversary of Hazrat Fatima (SA), 
which falls on December 27 this year.  Page 8

Russia seeks Iran’s 
collaboration for alt-Oscars 

TEHRAN – The director of Russia’s Union of 
Cinematographers, Valery Ivanovich Tonkikh, said 
that Russia is seeking to collaborate with Iran to 
provide an alternative to the Oscars, the U.S. film 
gala organized annually by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences.

Tonkikh is visiting Tehran as the head of a 
Russian film delegation to attend a review 
program for several new Russian films that 
opened on Saturday at Iran’s Farabi Cinema 
Foundation.  Page 8

TEHRAN - The managing director of the 
National Iranian Copper Industries Compa-
ny (NICIC) has said his company managed 
to conduct 130,000 meters of explanatory 
excavation in the first nine months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-De-

cember 21).

According to Ali Rostami, the excavation 
conducted in the mentioned nine months is 
equal to the total figure for the previous year, 
IRIB reported.

Rostami noted that considering the cur-

rent trend in exploration projects, it is ex-
pected that by the end of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 20, 2023) NICIC’s total 
explanatory excavation operations reach 
200,000 meters which is an unprecedented 
record for the last 50 years.  Page 4

By Damian Lenard

The case of Amir Reza Nasr-Azadani needs 
a preamble: Iran is a country where having 
an occupation doesn’t automatically grant 
you legal immunity, especially from crimes 
as significant as mob lynching or armed in-
surrection. “Duh,” someone might say, “that’s 

the case in any country.” Perhaps. But it might 
seem like ‘Iran experts’ around the world sus-
pend this area of common sense — and hope 
their audience follow suit — when crafting 
and disseminating stories against the fa-
vorite punching bag of mainstream Western 
media, the Islamic Republic. 

When a doctor, actress or athlete faces the 
legal system in Tehran or Isfahan, the pro-
fession of the defendant is turned into the 
central piece of the moral shock argument. 
The effect is successful when the audience 
is sufficiently manipulated by the premise 
(“footballer sentenced to death” / “actress 
arrested”)  Page 2

NICIC conducts 130,000m of explanatory excavation in 9 months
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TEHRAN –A fingerprint left on a clay vessel 
made by a potter some 5,000 years ago has 
recently been found in Burnt City, a UNES-
CO-registered site in southeast Iran.

Archaeologists found a 5,000-year-old 
fingerprint along with plant seeds while ex-
cavating the Tapeh Dasht area of Burnt City, 
Mehr quoted a senior local archaeologist as 
saying on Saturday.

Moreover, some pottery fragments have 
been found in Tapeh Dasht, which is one of 
the 700 satellite sites situated around the 
Burnt City, Mehdi Mortazavi said.

Also known as Shahr-e Sukhteh or Shahr-i 
Sokhta, Burnt City is associated with four 
rounds of civilization, all burnt down by cat-
astrophic sets of fire. The site is situated in 
the Sistan-Baluchestan province, which was 

once a junction of Bronze-Age trade routes 
crossing the Iranian plateau.

The amount of earthenware unearthed in 
the current excavation season suggests the 
discovery of a large pottery workshop that 
apparently supplied pottery to Burnt City, the 
expert said.

The pottery workshop is estimated to cov-
er five ha, he added.  Page 6

 Fingerprint from 5,000 years ago found in Burnt City

Iran to hold commemorative ceremony for General Soleimani 
TEHRAN – Iran will hold a national commemorative ceremony on the third 

anniversary of the assassination of the commander of the IRGC Quds Force. The 
ceremony will be held at the Grand Mosalla Mosque of Tehran on January 3.

Hamidreza Moqadamfar is in charge of the popular campaign for the third 
anniversary of the assassination of General Qassem Soleimani.  Page 3

Roadmap developed 
for environmental 
protection

TEHRAN – A roadmap for environmental pro-
tection has been developed, Rouhollah Naqdi-
pour, the secretary of the strategic council of the 
Department of Environment, has announced.

The document presents 13 national macro 
strategies and 46 cross-sectoral measures for 
five main environmental challenges, he said, 
IRNA reported on Sunday.

The 7-chapter book also suggests reforms 
for systematic purposeful solutions and pol-
icies to solve environmental issues including 
the water crisis, he further explained.

He listed the five major environmental chal-
lenges of the country as the imbalance be-
tween water resources and consumption lead-
ing to drought, soil erosion, waste and sand and 
dust storms, air pollution in metropolises, de-
struction of biodiversity and genetic resources, 
and imbalance between the environment and 
industrial and civil development.  Page 7

Pentagon Riding the ‘Blue Bird’ 
in Psychological Warfare   Page 5

Tehran Papers

In the following column, we take a 
look at some important contents 
and views in yesterday’s Iranian 
newspapers.

Bubble in foreign 
currency price 

The conservative Kayhan newspaper 
described the ever-rising price of foreign 
currency as a big bubble that on the verge 
of bursting at every moment, calling on 
the people to resist purchasing foreign 
currency otherwise they will face a huge 
loss.    Page 2“Iranian footballer sentenced to death” 

What Western media headlines ‘forgot’ to mention

Condolences on martyrdom 
anniversary of 

Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra (SA) 



from page 1   The gun attack 
on a Kurdish cultural center in 
the French capital was carried 
out by a 69-year-old perpetra-
tor, who has acknowledged to 
being a bigot and has attacked 
migrants in France before. 

He started firing randomly at 
both the nearby hair salon and a 
restaurant that faced the Kurd-
ish center.

He had recently been released 
from custody while awaiting 
prosecution for a saber assault 
on a migrant camp in Paris one 
year prior, according to the au-
thorities.

“The Islamic Republic is great-
ly concerned about the risk to 
lives of people, especially Mus-
lims, minorities, and migrants,” 
Kanaani stressed. 

The Iranian diplomat then ad-
vised the French law enforce-
ment officers to use caution 
while interacting with demon-
strators who were protesting 
peacefully. He also expressed 
sympathy to the victims’ fami-
lies.

Kanaani stressed that the 
French government has a his-
tory of implementing policies 
that are discriminatory toward 
minorities and immigrants, and 
that its record is tainted by nu-

merous instances of violent 
suppression of demonstrators.

At least 12 individuals died 
between November 2018 and 
January 2019 as a result of the 
French security forces’ repres-
sion of Yellow Vest demonstra-
tions over the country’s living 
and economic conditions.

An impartial probe of the Paris 
event, Kanaani said, “might shed 
light on its different facets.”

On Saturday, fighting broke 
out between Kurdish protestors 
and French police for a second 
day in response to the gunman’s 
killing of three members of their 
community.

Laurent Nunez, the head of 
the Paris police, said the demon-
stration had abruptly turned vi-
olent, but it was unclear why.

Hundreds of Kurdish protes-
tors waved flags and listened to 
memorials for the deceased as 
they were joined by officials, in-
cluding the mayor of Paris’ 10th 
district.

TEHRAN- An Iranian legislator on Sunday 
advocated giving Afghan females the chance 
to attend several academic institutions in Iran, 
noting that the education should not rely on 
a person’s gender in accordance with Islamic 
beliefs.

Mehrdad Veis-Karami said the Islamic 
teachings highlight that there is no distinction 
between men and women when it comes to 
education, and individuals should follow the 
Almighty God’s instructions in that regard.

Veis-Karami pointed out that attempts by 
the Taliban or other authorities to prevent 

women from pursuing higher education are in 
violation of religious laws as well as the tra-
dition of the infallible household of the great 
Prophet of Islam, therefore, it would be pref-
erable to persuade Taliban leaders to reverse 
their decision to forbid higher education for 
women, and Iran can help in this regard. 

The MP said interaction and collaboration in 
higher education, such as providing sponsor-
ships, is one of the ways to increase cross-cul-
tural exchange. 

“Afghan women should receive all the sup-
port they can get from the Islamic Republic of 
Iran due to their shared Islamic and cultural 
heritage,” he remarked. 

He highlighted that international students 
who attend Iranian colleges may get to know 
Iranian culture and develop into effective ad-
vocates for the country’s religious and cultural 
norms.

The lawmaker continued by saying that Iran 
might seek funding from foreign organiza-
tions in order to avoid adding to its already 
heavy financial load.
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MP pushes for academic education 
of Afghan women in Iran 

from page 1    to take the of-
fered explanation for granted, 
no matter its absurdity (“for 
protesting” / “for supporting 
women”). The desired result 
is the cancellation of any sin-
cere inquiry and curiosity of the 
spectator as to why a particular 
individual among all the other 
— supposedly legions of — Ira-
nians who protest and support 
women, ends up facing the judi-
ciary system. 

In Nasr-Azadani’s case, the 
“Iranian footballer sentenced to 
death for supporting women,” 
even the premise is riddled with 
flaws:

Iranian footballer

Nasr-Azadani has not played 
for any professional football 
league for the last 4 years, when 
he last played for Tractor in East 
Azerbaijan. He was 22 years old 
when his career as footballer 
ended. 

Sentenced to death

According to Asadullah Jafari, 
Chief Justice of Isfahan Prov-
ince, by the time the propagan-
da of a footballer sentenced to 
death was spread around the 
world between December 12-14 
and up to the publication of this 
article, no sentence on the case 
related to Nasr-Azadani had 
been issued, as investigations 
are ongoing to examine the lo-
cal video evidence and witness 
reports. Jafari pointed out that 
the accused has even confessed 
in clear terms to his criminal ac-
tions.

For supporting women
Or for protesting. Or for sup-

porting protests, depending on 
the source of disinformation. 
However, either of these claims 
seem absent from the actual 
indictment of the prosecution. 
What Western headlines conve-
niently left out was what exactly 
Nasr-Azadani did last November 
16, different from what oth-
er Iranian football players who 

took to the streets or to social 
media to protest, support pro-
tests or support [a rather specif-
ic type of] women in Iran.

What actually happened

Sporadic nationwide events 
of violent rioting followed the 
collapse and subsequent death 
of young student Mahsa Ami-
ni at a police station in Tehran 
last September. The death was 
convolutedly blamed by some 
on the entire Islamic Republic 
establishment, despite the ab-
sence of any evidence of causal 
relationship between her brief 
detention and her death. 

Carefully engineered social 
and satellite media campaigns 
promised disgruntled young 
Iranians an imminent revolu-
tion leading to ___________ 
(each left to fill the blank with 
their preferred utopia). By all 
means necessary, preached the 
hosts of US, European or Sau-
di-funded satellite TV stations. 

Kill or get killed circulated in the 
moderate rebels’ social media. 
Swapped my headscarf for a ka-
lashnikov, invited The Times. It’s 
not unethical to kill police, it’s 
unethical to not kill them, lec-
tured a guest of the weekly Iran 
International show Farda.

At around 9 PM on November 
16, one such episode of rioting 
took place in the Khane Isfah-
an northwest neighborhood of 
Isfahan, a historical city some 
450 km south of Tehran. A group 
of security forces composed of 
police and basij volunteers sta-
tioned in the streets took the 
brunt of machine-gun fire from 
a gang of motorcycles. That 
gang of nine people included the 
so-called footballer Amir Reza 
Nasr-Azadani, and resulted in 
the direct martyrdom of two 
basij volunteers: Mohsen Hami-
di (54) and Mohammad Hossein 
Karimi (30). Esmail Cheraghi 
would later succumb to his in-
juries. 

The streets of Iran washed 
in blood, mission accomplished 
for the agitators from abroad. 
The plot far from an improvised 
confrontation of the moment 
seemed to have been carefully 
coordinated with a simultane-
ous attack in the city of Izeh, 
West of Isfahan, which shared 
the exact modus operandi: a 
motorcycle gang machine-guns 
a position of security forces.

Why is the actual turn of 
events involving an armed mo-
torcycle gang machine-gunning 
security forces not mentioned 
in the globally distributed pam-
phlet on Nasr-Azadani’s case 
not laid out in detail to the inter-
national audiences is something 
one can let the reader to decide.

Fans of extrajudicial killings

Far from shocked at the turn 
of events, riot supporters took 
to social media and their satel-
lite TV platforms to congratu-
late the “people of Iran” for the 
loss of life in the Isfahan and 

Izeh attacks. Way to go (Damet 
garm) cheers sprung on Insta-
gram.

The euphoria at the perceived 
victories switched full-mode 
into conspiracy theories, when 
the advocates of extrajudicial 
killings realized that one of the 
victims of the Izeh attack was a 
9 year-old bystander, Kian Pir-
falak. In Isfahan it was heroes 
who did it. In Izeh it was all of 
a sudden the Islamic Republic 
itself to blame for a false flag 
attack. 

Selective outrage

A mere weeks after the spread 
of the “Iranian footballer sen-
tenced to death for supporting 
women” story, an actual football 
player in Palestine, 23 year-old 
Ahmad Daraghmeh, was sum-
marily executed by the Israeli 
regime during a raid in Nablus, 
occupied West Bank. Daragh-
meh reportedly played for the 
West Bank Premier League club 
Thaqafi Tulkarem. 

Needless to say, Daraghmeh’s 
story did not enjoy the global spread 
of Nasr-Azadani’s, just like the 
well-documented killing of Shireen 
Abu Akleh by the apartheid regime 

of Tel-Aviv elicited a very differ-
ent reaction from Western regimes 
compared to the unfortunate death 
of Mahsa Amini in Iran. For Reuters 
and the rest of them, Daraghmeh 
registers in their headlines as a Pal-

estinian fighter, not as a footballer 
who stands by a comprehensible 
cause, even less such a glamorous 
one as [some] women of Iran or pro-
tests in Iran.

This leaves one to conclude that 
the movement of Western outrage 
cares not about objective facts, but 
only about the narrative style and 
aesthetics of its preferred story-
teller.

 “Iranian footballer sentenced to death” 
What Western media headlines ‘forgot’ to mention

Iran advises French police to exercise 
patience in handling peaceful protests 

TEHRAN PAPERS

from page 1    The newspaper highlighted that the foreign currency reserves of the country 
are in favorable condition, quoting the officials. It warned that prices may collapse.

Statistics has shown that the foreign currency price and the stock market have been asso-
ciated with a significant drop after a period of nonsensical upward trend, the publication said, 
claiming that the real exchange rate is almost half of the current rate.

Referring to riots as one of the main reasons for upward trend in foreign currency prices, the 
newspaper stated that today economic situation is much better than last year, but the enemy 
presents it as worse.

Etemad: Project to sideline Iran 
The Etemad newspaper argued that a regional project, through a support by France, is un-

derway to reduce the role of Iran in the region. The paper used a quote from Emanuel Macron 
who has said “We cannot find a solution for the problems of Lebanon, Iraq and Syria” without 
reducing Iran’s regional influence as the basis of its analysis.

Macron also announced that a meeting was held on the sidelines of the conference on Iraq in 
Jordan without the presence of Iranian and Turkish officials, in which the projects of gas, wa-
ter and electricity transfer to Iraq were discussed in order to reduce Baghdad’s dependence on 
Tehran.

The newspaper considered Macron’s recent statements as a new turning point in the regional 
approach of Western governments. To analyze the issue, it interviewed Sabah Zanganeh, the 
former representative of Iran in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

“The diplomatic power of our country has become a little weaker in comparison to the past 
and we have not been able to use the opportunities well to provide a network of regional and 
international relations. 

When we cannot take use economic, media, social, and diplomatic capacities, the opportunity 
will be provided for people like Mr. Macron to take advantage of the situation and make inap-
propriate statements.

Emmanuel Macron’s statements echo the voices of regional Arab officials who have long ac-
cused Iran of creating crises in the region and describe Iran as a destabilizing factor in the re-
gion, from Iraq and Syria to Lebanon and Yemen,” Zanganeh said.

Vatan-e Emrooz: Impossible rapprochement between Iran and Germany
Western version of human rights, Berlin’s support for Israel’s policies, and the nuclear is-

sue are the biggest obstacles to a rapprochement between Iran and Germany, Vatan-e Emrooz 
wrote.

Israel’s security is the most important priority of the German foreign policy in West Asia and 
North Africa. Germany has long been Israel’s second most important trading partner after the 
United States.

Germany’s double-standard approach towards human rights in Iran also seems strange be-
cause wherever their important interests are at risk, they can ignore human rights, the author 
remarked, citing incidents in France, Britain, America, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain as some exam-
ples.

The Berlin government has always condemned Iran for its advancing nuclear energy program 
along with Britain and France in their joint statements.

Considering all these factors, the two countries do not seem to reach a reconciliation, the 
columnist predicted.

Arman-e Melli: Foreign policy needs practical diversity
Iran needs practical diversity in its foreign policy in a way that we should use every opportu-

nity to reduce tension in the international community, Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh, a former 
parliamentarian, wrote in Arman-e Melli.

“In the current situation, Iran and America seem to have no plans to revive the JCPOA. The 
European side’s policy is, however, to prevent an intensification of the crisis between Iran and 
America,” Falahatpisheh argued.

In the end, America will return to the JCPOA, but now is not the time, the author remarked, 
explaining, the Americans are trying as much as possible to weaken Iran’s bargaining power by 
abusing the unrest and the pressure on Iran. 

Americans want to replace multilateral negotiations with bilateral negotiations, he remarked. 
However, Iranians do not enter into such negotiations, he pointed out. 
The author, at the end, recommended two solutions: First, the excuses for weakening Iran’s 

bargaining power must be set aside; and second, Iran should revise its activities in the interna-
tional arena as “look to the East” did not increase its strategic power.

Bubble in foreign currency market
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in Yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Martyrs Esmail Cheraghi, Mohsen Hamidi and Mohammad Hossein Karimi. Funeral of the three martyrs in Isfahan, Iran.

Ahmad Daraghmeh in his uniform for the football club Thaqafi Tulkarem.



TEHRAN – A senior Iranian foreign 
ministry official has enumerated 
the achievements of the Baghdad 
Conference for Cooperation and 
Partnership which was held in the 
Jordanian capital Amman.

The official, Alireza Enayati, who is 
the head of the Persian Gulf bureau 
at the Iranian foreign ministry, said 
the Baghdad Conference resulted in 
many achievements regionally. 

The second meeting of 
the Baghdad Conference for 
Cooperation and Partnership was 
recently held in Amman with the 
participation of Iran, Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
Egypt, France, Iraq, the European 
Union, and Jordan. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
represented Iran and delivered a 
speech at the summit. 

“One of the important points 
of Mr. Amir Abdollahian’s speech 
is to refer to the permanent role 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
supporting Iraq over the past two 
decades,” Enayati said in remarks to 
Iran’s state news agency IRNA. 

He said, “On the other hand, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has been 
active in the process of political 
operations and establishing 
security in Iraq, including the fight 
against ISIS. The presentation of 
martyrs of victory, such as martyrs 
General Soleimani and martyr Abu 
Mahdi Al-Muhandis, is also a sign 
of this issue. Therefore, the first 
axis of the minister’s speech in the 
meeting included these topics.”

The diplomat added, “The 
second point was the necessity of 
dialogue and cooperation instead 
of confrontation. This means 
that it is necessary to use the 
element of dialogue to resolve 
misunderstandings and solve 
problems and increase the scope of 
cooperation.”

He continued, “The third point 
is to ensure the security of the 
region by the countries of the 
region, which is a necessary thing. 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of our country also emphasized 
in this meeting that security is 
a complete and interconnected 
concept. Also, one of the axes 
discussed in this summit was 
nuclear issues and Iran expressed 

its view on nuclear issues.”
On the sidelines of the Baghdad 

Conference II in Jordan’s capital 
Amman, Amir Abdollahian held a 
meeting with the EU’s Foreign Policy 
Chief Josep Borrel. At the meeting, 
the key issues on the agenda of Iran 
and the EU, especially the state of 
the Vienna talks, were discussed by 
the two top diplomats, the Iranian 
foreign ministry said.

Amir Abdollahian declared Iran’s 
readiness to sum up the Vienna 
talks based on the draft of the 
negotiation package that was the 
result of months of intensive and 
difficult talks. The Iranian foreign 
minister also advised the other 
sides to avoid politicizing the issue, 
adopt a realistic and constrictive 
approach and make the necessary 
decisions to announce a deal.

Amir Abdollahian also 
condemned the Western 
governments for their support 
of the rioters in Iran and for their 
imposition of illegal sanctions on 
the Islamic Republic of Iran on false 
excuses of defending the human 
rights of the Iranian people.

The EU foreign policy chief also 
explained the bloc’s policies toward 
Iran over the past few months. He 

said the Iran nuclear deal, JCPOA, 
and nuclear talks are separate 
issues from other ones on the 
agenda of the two sides.

Borrell reaffirmed the EU’s 
resolve to continue the Vienna 
negotiations until they produce 
results. Iran’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Ali Bagheri and the Vienna 
talks coordinator Enrique Mora 
were also in attendance at the 
meeting.

Enayati also stated that in 
the Baghdad Conference II, the 
participants mentioned the issue 
of Palestine as the main issue of 
the Islamic world. “The topics that 
were raised in the speech of Mr. 
Amir Abdollahian, in addition to 
defining a framework for Iran’s 
cooperation and strategy in the 
region, were about the cooperation 
of the countries of the region to 
fight against dust storms.”

According to the Iranian official, 
the issue of transit corridors in 
the region was also discussed in 
Amman. 

Enayati said meetings were 
also held on the sidelines of this 
summit and Amir Abdollahian 
had friendly talks with some 
countries including Saudi Arabia, 

Kuwait, Oman and Qatar.
“Also, there was an opportunity to 

have a bilateral meeting with King 
Abdullah of Jordan. In that meeting, 
Mr. foreign minister relayed a 
message from Ayatollah Raisi to 
the King of Jordan, which was an 
important meeting. The two sides 
talked about upgrading the level of 
relations to actualize the bilateral 
capacities. Both countries have 
such a capacity, which is considered 
a positive and constructive action 
on the part of Iran,” he said.

Enayati said that one of the 
important achievements of the 
trip was the final statement. “The 
final statement that was issued in 
the meeting was indicative of the 
important role of the countries in 
the region in supporting the peace 
and stability of Iraq. Everyone 
emphasized that the constructive 
and positive role of Iraq can be in 
line with Iraq’s interests. In this 
case, it expressed the same point 
of view that Iran was putting forth, 
that the new Iraq is a reality in the 
region. New Iraq should be helped 
to play a constructive role in the 
region. And regional relations on 
the axis of Iraq should be formed 
based on constructiveness and 
cooperation,” he said. 

He added, “In addition to the 
emphasis on supporting Iraq, 
perhaps we can say one of the 
achievements of this summit is the 
emphasis on a regional meeting 
with the presence of the countries 
of the region.”

Enayati continued, “It is known 
that an institution called the Persian 
Gulf Cooperation Council has been 
formed in the last 4 decades in the 
Persian Gulf, but this cooperation 
council only includes the southern 
countries of the Persian Gulf and 
does not include the countries of 
Iraq and Iran. But the countries 
that have gathered in Baghdad 
and Jordan as cooperation and 
partnership are all the countries of 
the region.”

He said, “On the sidelines of this 
meeting, a friendly conversation 
was held with the Foreign 
Minister of Saudi Arabia, where 
Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian 
emphasized the constant 
readiness of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran to develop relations with its 
neighbors.”

Esteghlal edge 
Sanat Naft, 
Persepolis held  
by Paykan: IPL
TEHRAN – Esteghlal football team edged 

past Sanat Naft 1-0 on Matchday 13 of Iran 
Professional League on Sunday.

Kevin Yamga converted his penalty kick in 
the 86th minute in Abadan. 

Earlier in the day, Persepolis were held to 
a goalless draw against Paykan in Tehran’s 
Azadi Stadium. 

In Tabriz, Tractor and Mes Kerman played 
out a goalless draw.

The match between Aluminum and Gol 
Gohar was also postponed due to the heavy 
snowfall in Arak.

Persepolis lead the table with 26 points 
thanks to a better goal difference than 
Esteghlal. 

Heartbreak but 
Iran show quality
TEHRAN - A spot in the FIFA World Cup 

knockout stage for the first time may have 
eluded Iran but it was not for the lack of 
trying.

Iran gave Qatar 2022 their all and despite 
suffering disappointment, Carlos Queiroz’s 
side won many hearts with their resilience 
and determination.

 The-AFC.com revisits Iran’s FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 campaign.

Iran’s opening clash was always going to 
be a heavy task as England went into the 
tournament as one of the early favorites.

 The Central Asian side suffered an early 
blow when goalkeeper Alireza Bieranvand 
was forced off in the 20th minute following 
a clash of heads with Hossein Hosseini 
replacing him. 

As England upped their tempo, Iran’s 
resistance was finally broken in the 35th 
minute with Jude Bellingham opening the 
scoring. 

Bukayo Saka (43rd) and Raheem Sterling 
(45+2) then gave England a comfortable 
advantage heading into the break.

Saka scored his second in the 62nd minute 
but Mehdi Taremi gave Iran a glimmer of hope 
with his 65th-minute effort.

Boosted by their goal, Carlos Queiroz’s side 
pushed forward only for England to capitalize 
on the open spaces to score through Marcus 
Rashford (71st) and Jack Grealish (90th).

 The Central Asian side, however, refused 
to give up and Taremi converted a penalty 
deep into added time to become the first 
Iranian player to score two goals at the FIFA 
World Cup.

While the heavy defeat was sobering, 
Iran knew it wasn’t the end of their 
campaign as a victory over Wales would 
put them back on track for a historic place 
in the knockout stage.

It was a tight affair as Wales, having settled 
for a 1-1 draw with the United States - also 
needed a win to boost their hopes. 

Iran’s determination was rewarded almost 
at the very end as Rouzbeh Cheshmi and 
Ramin Rezaeian scored dramatic stoppage-
time goals to set up a do-or-die clash against 
the United States.  

They went into the tie against the United 
States at the Al Thumama Stadium only 
needing a draw but Christian Pulisic’s first-
half goal denied Team Melli a historic first 
knockout stage berth but Iran will definitely 
come back stronger for the 2026 edition.

“When you don’t score you just can’t dream 
that you will go forward. But there are no ifs 
in football, there are no fair opinions when 
you finish a game. 

 “What you need to know is to deal with the 
reality and come back stronger, better and 
be sure the next time when Iran qualifies, to 
prepare better and have the mind, the spirit, 
the soul in the game and keep going, trying 
to win respect, appreciation and credibility 
all over the world. They deserve that for what 
they’ve been doing inside the pitch.”

Ex-Tractor manager 
Berdyev named PFC 
Sochi coach 
TEHRAN – Former Tractor football team 

manager Kurban Berdyev was named as new head 
coach of Russian club Sochi on Sunday.

The 70-year-old coach has penned a 2.5-year 
deal with the Russian club.

Sochi sit ninth in the Russian professional league.
The club president Boris Rotenberg has 

confirmed the news. 
Berdyev parted ways with Tractor in late 

November after about five months.
He was replaced by Spanish coach Paco Jémez.

Gil Vicente 
forward Alipour on 
Persepolis’s radar
TEHRAN – Persepolis football club have 

reportedly set their sight on signing Gil Vicente 
forward Ali Alipour.

After Jurgen Locadia left Persepolis last week, 
the Iranian club is looking for a replacement for its 
Dutch forward. 

Alipour, 27, was part of Persepolis football team 
from 2015 to 2020 and scored 56 goals in 153 
matches for the Reds.

Media reports suggest that Persepolis want to 
sign Alipour in January transfer window. 

The Iranian forward has scored one goal in eight 
matches for Gil Vicente in the current season.

Two Iranians crowned 
top AAWC coaches
TEHRAN - Pejman Dorostkar and Mohammad 

Bana have been crowned the best wrestling 
coaches of the Asian Associated Wrestling 
Committee (AAWC) in 2022.

Dorostkar, a freestyle coach and head coach of 
Iran’s national freestyle wrestling team, as well 
as Bana, former head coach of Iran’s national 
Greco-Roman wrestling team, and Japan’s head 
coach Hideo Sasayama were announced as the top 
coaches of the AAWC in 2022.

Bana coached Iran’s Greco-Roman national 
team during the previous Olympics and won 
the title of the best coach. He succeeded in 
guiding his team to bag three gold medals 
in the 2012 Olympics, his wrestlers won two 
bronze medals in the 2016 Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro as well as one gold and one bronze in 
the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo.

Dorostkar, who has been announced as the head 
coach of Iran’s freestyle national team, succeeded in 
leading the Iranian wrestlers to stand as runners-
up in the world championship.

The Iranian Greco-Roman team stood as 
runners-up in 2021 in Norway, where they grasped 
four gold medals and two bronze medals.

Iran’s freestyle team won three gold, three silver, 
and one bronze medals to stand third in the same 
world championship. They also stood runner-up in 
Serbia 2022, bagging two gold, three silver, and one 
bronze medals.

Azmoun makes a 
good first impression 
on Alonso
TEHRAN - Sardar Azmoun is still waiting for his 

breakthrough at Bayer 04 Leverkusen. His coach 
Xabi Alonso is hoping for a “Sardar in top form” for 
the second half of the season.

Azmoun scored a goal in a friendly match 
against Zurich last week, where the German 
team won the match 4-1. 

 “He has a lot of qualities, especially near the 
penalty area and with his header,” said Leverkusen 
coach Xabi Alonso. “We missed him.”

“Against Zurich, it was the first time I’ve seen him 
play since I’ve been here,” emphasized Alonso.

“I am pleased to meet him. He’s a different type 
of player. We need Sardar in top form for the second 
half of the season.”
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IRAN IN FOCUS

Iran senior diplomat 
enumerates 

achievements of 
Baghdad Conference 

TERHAN – A Lebanese newspaper has slanted 
French President Emmanuel Macron’s remarks on 
Iran’s influence in the West Asia region during a 
summit in Jordan last week. 

The Annahar newspaper has said that President 
Macron acknowledged Iran’s influence in an 
interview with the Wall Street Journal and Le 
Monde on his way back to Paris from Amman. 

 But the newspaper appears to have slanted 
Macron’s remarks as they were presented 
differently by Le Monde. 

Annahar claimed that Macron said the problems 
of Lebanon, Iraq, and Syria can only be solved 
through the framework of a dialogue aimed at 
“reducing Iran’s regional influence.”

“From the outset, I am convinced that we cannot 
find any solution to the problems of Lebanon, Iraq 
and Syria except within the framework of dialogue 
to reduce Iranian regional influence,” Annahar 
quoted the French president as saying. 

But Le Monde presented a different translation 

of Macron’s statements. According to Le Monde, 
Macron said, “I have been convinced from the 
beginning that the questions on Lebanon, Syria, 
and beyond can only be resolved if we find a 
framework for discussion including Iran, given its 
influence in the region.”

In other words, Le Monde did not quote Macron 
as calling for reducing Iran’s regional influence. 

Iran’s state news agency IRNA said Annahar 
slanted Macron’s remarks. It said that Macron 
admitted that Iran should be present in regional 
talks due to its influence in the region. 

“According to French media reports, the French 
president’s acknowledgment of the necessity 
of Iran’s presence in regional talks is due to its 
influence in the region,” IRNA said. “The President 
of France acknowledges the importance of Iran.”

However, Macron likened Iranian influence 
in the region to metastasis, saying it was his 
responsibility to reduce it. 

“The region looks with great resentment 

at the West after what happened in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and that is why they say to us: ‘You 
don’t have a lesson to give us’. So, one of the 
countries that was a pole of stability that you may 
not have liked, you changed its leadership and 
you didn’t find anything better, you just let the 
Iranians metastasize, so it’s your responsibility to 
reduce that metastasis,” Macron said, according 
to Le Monde. 

Macron admits Iran’s regional influence

Frome Page 1   Speaking at 
a press conference on Sunday, 
Moqadamfar said the ceremony will 
include various programs including 
grassroots campaigns aimed at 
commemorating the assassination 
of General Soleimani. 

The programs include recitation 
of the Holy Quran, reading of General 
Soleimani’s will, book donation, 
performing religious prayers, and 
media activities, he explained. 

Moqadamfar also said the word 
“soul-sacrificing” has been chosen 
as the motto for the ceremony. 

“Haj Qassem Soleimani sought 
to elevate the Islamic revolution 
and considered Iran a shrine. He 
considered Iran to be the owner of 
the holy shrines and he believed that 
if Iran is damaged, many holy shrines 
will be damaged,” Moqadamfar said, 
according to Mehr News. 

He added, “He is always alive. He 
is a national hero and a hero of the 
Islamic Ummah and will remain a 
hero. He has forever become a role 
model for free-thinking people.”

The official noted, “We need Haj 
Qassem today because he is both 
a symbol of Iranian identity and a 
symbol of Islamic identity and values.”

Moqadamfar said a massive 
ceremony will also be held in Kerman 

city, the birthplace of the martyr 
general. 

“Also, we will have a special 
ceremony in five provinces where a 
funeral was held for the holy body 
of this martyr i.e. Tehran, Qom, 
Khuzestan, Khorasan Razavi and 
Kerman provinces,” he explained.

He added that martyr Soleimani 
was a hero in the fight against 
terrorism. 

Iran to hold commemorative ceremony for General Soleimani 

TEHRAN – Iranian police authorities announced 
on Sunday that they had arrested four leaders 
involved in inciting unrest in downtown Tehran. 

The intelligence organization of the Iranian 
police said the arrested leaders played a key role in 
calling for rioting at Enghelab Square at the heart 
of the capital Tehran. 

The arrests were made in continuation of 
measures by Iranian security forces to counter 
those who were involved in leading unrest that 
erupted in the wake of the death of Mahsa Amini 
in September.

IRGC busts UK-linked network

The Kerman provincial branch of the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) also announced 

in a statement late on Sunday that it had 
dismantled an “organized network dubbed 
Zagros” in Kerman which was directed by UK-
based counterrevolutionary elements planning to 
overthrow the Islamic Republic. 

The statement said that seven key individuals of 
the Zagros group were arrested by the IRGC. They 
were involved in field and media activities aimed 
at inciting unrest. 

Some of the arrested hold dual citizenship and 
were trying to flee the country but were arrested 
before doing so, the statement said. 

Iran arrests four unrest leaders in Tehran



from page 1   The official 
said the conducted discovery 
excavations have added two 
billion tons to the country’s 
copper reserves to improve 
Iran’s place among the world’s 
top countries in terms of copper 
reserves from seventh to fifth 
place.

Rostami put the country’s 
current total copper reserves at 
19 billion tons, saying that these 
reserves are enough to supply 
NICIC’s feed for the next 200 
years at the current production 
level.

“We have started production 
development plans and hope to 
increase the NICIC’s production 
capacity from 250,000 tons to 
more than one million tons in the 
next few years, in which case the 
current reserves will supply our 
products for more than 60 years,” 
he added.

Back in September, Rostami 
announced the discovery of 
one billion tons of new copper 
reserves in Iran.

He put the value of the 
discovered reserves at over $50 
billion, saying that the company 
is taking the necessary measures 

to begin executing development 

operations in the newly 

discovered reserves.

Back in April 2021, NICIC’s 
former Managing Director 
Ardeshir Sa’d-Mohammadi 
announced the discovery of yet 
another one billion new copper 
reserves across the country.

The official put the country’s 
total copper reserves at 40 billion 
tons, saying that Iran currently 
has the world’s seventh-largest 
copper reserves.

Having 81 different types of 
minerals, Iran is one of the top 10 
mineral-rich countries across the 
globe. In this regard, the Iranian 
government has been seriously 
pursuing several programs for 
promoting the mining sector as a 
major contributor to the country’s 
economic growth.

The total proven reserves 
of Iran’s mines are estimated 
at about 60 billion tons, which 
is expected to reach more 
than 100 billion tons with the 
implementation of the Industry, 
Mining, and Trade Ministry’s 
exploration programs over 
500,000 square kilometers of 
new mineral zones.TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial 

official, 600 hectares of land will go under 
greenhouse cultivation in Lorestan province.

Mohammad-Hassan Kiani, the director of 
the gardening department of the province’s 
Agriculture Department, emphasized the 
need to develop controlled greenhouse 
cultivation in Lorestan and stated that the 
development of greenhouse cultivation, 
which has high value and importance for 
various reasons, is very effective in terms 
of economy and sustainable employment, 
especially in Lorestan province, which has a 
good capacity in this sector. 

“In this regard, one of our work priorities in 
the province is this field, which we must try 
to learn and develop”, the official stressed.

In recent years, the water crisis has caused 
serious challenges in Iran’s agriculture 
sector.

To solve this problem, several solutions, 
including the implementation of pressurized 
irrigation projects and greenhouse 
cultivation, have been emphasized by experts 
and officials in this sector.

Iranian Agriculture Ministry’s Greenhouse 
Development Program is one of the priority 
projects of this ministry which aims at 
increasing productivity, efficiency, and water 
consumption management in the agriculture 
sector.

The program was approved in the Iranian 
calendar year 1395 (ended on March 20, 
2017) under the framework of the National 
Resilient Economy Plan.

The development of the country’s 
agricultural parks and greenhouses not only 
is going to create new job opportunities but 

also increases the country’s non-oil exports 
and helps preserve the environment and the 
national water and soil resources.

In last August, Darioush Salempour, 
the director of the Agriculture Ministry’s 
Greenhouse Development Program, had 
mentioned the ministry’s plans for the 
modernization and renovation of the 
country’s traditional and old greenhouses, 
saying: “Our plan in the 10-year horizon 
is to improve and renovate more than 
5,000 traditional, wooden and worn-out 
greenhouses across the country.”

“We have planned to renovate about 650 
to 700 hectares of traditional and worn-out 
greenhouses each year,” he added.

Due to the growing need of the market for 
flowers and ornamental plants, as well as 
off-season vegetables and summer crops, 
greenhouse cultivation has become one of 
the most profitable agricultural sectors 
today.

Cultivation in the controlled space of 
the greenhouse will have an average of 10 
times higher yield per unit area than outdoor 
cultivation due to suitable environmental 
conditions.

Significant reduction in water consumption 
in modern greenhouses is in fact the major 
advantage of greenhouse cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to the 
closed environment, water loss through 
various evaporation ways is greatly reduced. 
Also, through mechanized irrigation methods 
such as irrigation canvas and irrigation tape, 
water consumption is minimized.

Increased control over pests, weeds 
and diseases is the other advantage of 
greenhouse cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to accurate 
monitoring and control of pests and 
diseases, especially the use of biological 
control methods and a sharp reduction in 
the use of chemical pesticides, we will see an 
increase in product quality, that will lead to 
the popularity of the product in the market 
and increase export capability.

As a result, along with preserving the soil 
and environment, we will see good foreign 
currency income.

TEHRAN – The head of the Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) has stressed the need to increase 
efforts for improving the country’s transit 
infrastructure in order to benefit from the 
recent developments in the region, the ICCIMA 
portal reported.

Speaking at a meeting of the Mashhad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s 
Transport Committee on Sunday, 
Gholam-Hossein Shafeie mentioned the 
competitiveness of the transit market in the 
region, saying: “Competitors are creating 
alternative routes by spending huge amounts 
of money to replace Iran in the transit market.”

Stating that Turkey has made several efforts 
to strengthen the Trans-Caspian Corridor 
for transiting goods between East and West, 
he added: “With the integration of the Trans-
Caspian Corridor in the Silk Road Project, this 
corridor will be connected with the China-
Central Asia-West Asia corridor that passes 
through Iran.”

Shafeie further referred to the recent 
changes in the world including the war 

between Russia and Ukraine, saying: “In 
this period, due to the change in the global 
transport routes, new opportunities have 
been provided for Iran and we should take full 
advantage of such opportunities.”

The Islamic Republic has been taking 
serious measures for the development of 
its railway network as well as its ports and 
shipping infrastructure in order to encourage 
more countries to join the project.

Using the capacities of the International 
North-South Transit Corridor (INSTC), Iran will 
be able not only to expand the volume of trade 

with Russia and the countries of the region, it 
can also gain a huge share of the mentioned 
countries’ annual transit.

Currently, Russia has proposed to take 
part in some railway projects in Iran in 
order to accelerate the development of the 
Islamic Republic’s railway network along the 
mentioned route.

The row between Europe and Russia over 
the Ukraine war, which resulted in harsh 
sanctions being imposed on the country made 
Russia look for new ways for distributing its 
goods across the world, especially in Asia and 
mainly through the INSTC.

According to official data, one of the major 
advantages of INSTC is that the cost of 
transporting goods through this corridor is 
cheaper by 30 percent. It also halves the time 
it takes to transport Indian goods to Russia via 
the Suez Canal.

Iran can use this transit route to distribute 
European commodities in the shortest 
possible time and at a lower cost than other 
routes to the Indian Ocean and the Persian 
Gulf.

TEHRAN - The Iranian Energy Ministry’s Spokesman for the electricity 
sector Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi has said the country is currently 90 
percent self-sufficient in the electricity industry, IRNA reported.

Pointing to the allocation of 26 trillion rials (about $67.9 million) of credit 
to knowledge-based companies active in the electricity industry, Rajabi 
Mashhadi said: “Passing through the difficulties created by the sanctions 
and the current 90 percent self-sufficiency in the electricity industry is 
owed to the efforts of knowledge-based companies.”

TEHRAN - National Iranian Oil Refining and Distribution Company 
(NIORDC) has signed 17 memorandums of understanding (MOUs) 
worth $50 million with domestic knowledge-based companies on 
the occasion of the Research and Technology Week.

Held on Saturday, the ceremony for the signing of the mentioned 
MOUs was attended by NIORDC Head Jalil Salari and the 
representatives of the mentioned knowledge-based companies, 
Shana reported.

TEHRAN – Iran’s 18th 
International Water and 
Wastewater Exhibition is 
scheduled to be held from 
December 30 to January 2, 2023, 
at Tehran Permeant International 
Fairgrounds, IRNA reported.

As reported, 164 domestic and 
foreign companies are going 
to participate in this year’s 
exhibition which is going to be 
opened by Energy Minister Ali-
Akbar Mehrabian.

The U.S., China, Italy, and 
Canada are among the countries 
whose representatives are going 
to showcase their latest products 
and services in this exhibition.

The event covers a variety 
of areas and commodity 
groups including metal pipes 
and fittings, industrial valves, 
pumps, and rotary machines, 
industrial water treatment, 
dams, and hydroelectric power 
plants, education, irrigation and 

drainage, water transmission 
lines, polymer pipes, and fittings, 
chemical materials, paint and 
coatings, household water 
treatment, household faucets, 
leak detectors, blowers and 
vacuums and measuring systems.

Specialized meetings and 
news conferences, as well as, 
educational workshops on 
various topics including water 
consumption management and 
examining the challenges of 

the water sector are among the 
programs scheduled to be held on 
the sidelines of the exhibition.

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar 
month Azar (ended on December 21), 
10,931,107 tons of commodities worth over 
$3 billion were traded at Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations 
and International Affairs Department, the 
exchange traded on both domestic and export 
rings of its oil and petrochemical trading floor 
1,791,743 tons of commodities valued at nearly 
$991 million.

The IME’s customers purchased on this 

floor 526,000 tons of vacuum bottom, 491,023 
tons of bitumen, 419,853 tons of polymeric 
products, 157,696 tons of chemicals, 120,500 
tons of lube cut, 41,000 tons of sulfur, 23,788 
tons of oil, 9,632 tons of petroleum products, 
1,200 tons of insulation and 1,050 tons of 
feedstocks.

Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of 
9,133,701 tons of commodities worth more 
than $2 billion on its metals and minerals 
trading floor.

Items traded on this floor included 
4,592,219 tons of cement, 2,199,000 tons of 
iron ore, 1,784,395 tons of steel, 340,000 tons 
of sponge iron, 131,650 tons of zinc, 31,175 tons 
of aluminum, 24,731 tons of copper, 2,000 
tons of cast iron, 750 tons of molybdenum 
concentrate, 100 tons of lead, 36 tons of 
precious metals concentrate and 272 kg of 
gold bars.

It’s worth noting that the IME also traded 
13,686 vehicles on its automobile trading 
floor.

Last was the IME’s side market on which the 

exchange traded 5,649 tons of commodities

The value of trades at Iran Mercantile 
Exchange rose 102 percent, and the volume of 
trades at the exchange increased 128 percent 
in the past Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended 
on March 20), which was the highest level of 
growth in the history of the exchange since its 
establishment.

Statistical data show that in the past year, 
in addition to new records in the volume 
and value of trades of different products, 
10 major records in total value and physical 
market trades were registered. In a way 
that besides the total value of trades, the 
volume and value of physical market trades, 
the volume, and value of industrial products 
and petrochemicals trades, the value of oil 
products trades and the volume and value of 
side market trades all hit records.

IME is one of the four major stock markets 
of Iran, the other three markets are Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-counter 
(OTC) market known also as Iran Fara Bourse 
(IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX).

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 25,563 
points to 1.563 million on Sunday.

As reported, over 12.714 billion securities 
worth 70.813 trillion rials (about $244 
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 19,861 
points, and the second market’s index 
climbed 47,943 points.

TEDPIX climbed 24,000 points to 1.496 
million in the past Iranian calendar week 
(ended on Friday).

As reported, the index has risen 87,603 
points (6.22 percent) to 1.496 million points 
in the previous Iranian calendar month Azar 
(ended on December 21).

Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) has said that the 
country’s stock market has been passing 
through a challenging time but considering 
the government’s support, the future of the 
market is going to be bright.

“The capital market has gone through a 
challenging period and in the past two and 
a half years, various issues occurred in the 
market that led to the creation of a heavy 
psychological atmosphere,” Majid Eshqi told 
the press on November 29.

According to the official, various plans 
have been implemented by the government 
and SEO since last October in three major 
axes and extensive efforts have been made 
to achieve the goals set for the market.

Mentioning a support package unveiled 
by the government, Eshqi noted that 10 
strategies were considered in order to 
protect the rights of investors with an 
emphasis on long-term benefits, increasing 
the role of the capital market in the financing 
of development projects, and improving 
the effectiveness and smartening of the 

market’s regulatory system.

Back in February, the government’s 
economic coordination headquarters had 
unveiled a support package for the capital 
market, which included measures such 
as reducing the price of petrochemical 
feed, reducing taxes on manufacturing 
companies, defining new regulations for the 
mining sector, increasing the capital of the 
Stock Market Stabilization Fund, controlling 
the release of government bonds, and 
determining the exchange rate of the banks; 
but this package, despite the temporary 
positive effects, was not able to change the 
general trend of the market and prevent the 
continuous fall of the stock prices.

Also, the SEO has unveiled a comprehensive 
support package to encourage activities in 
the capital market as shareholders were 
getting reluctant to invest in the market.

As announced by the SEO Office of Public 
Relations, one of the major measures 
considered in this package is the insurance 
of shareholders’ capital and dividends over 
the next year.

The comprehensive support package of 
the capital market, which was designed in 
late October and has been reviewed by the 
country’s economic authorities, was put in 
effect since October 29.
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NICIC conducts 
130,000m of explanatory 

excavation in 9 months

TEDPIX rises 25,500 points on Sunday

600 hectares to be added to area under 

greenhouse cultivation in Lorestan

Iran should step up efforts to improve position in global transit: ICCIMA head

Iran 90% self-sufficient in 
electricity industry

NIORDC inks MOUs worth $50m 

with knowledge-based firms

Tehran to host intl. water, wastewater industry expo this week

Commodities worth over $3b traded at IME in a month



The social media giant claimed to 
have a long-held stance on foreign 
influence operations but worked 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the 
Pentagon.

The revelation has been made in 
the latest batch of “Twitter Files” 
that are being leaked to several 
journalists. 

The screenshots, emails, and chat 
logs show how Twitter helped the 
U.S. government operate its secret 
propaganda and disinformation 
campaign. 

The sole aim was to influence 
public opinion.

Among the goals and focus was 
Iran and the war on Yemen. 

Spreading anti-Iran propaganda 
by consecutive U.S. government 
officials has been well-documented 
for decades now.

Using social media to spread 
anti-Iran propaganda and to shape 
public opinion in West Asia against 
Tehran has been emerging recently 
in media reports.

The U.S. military and intelligence 
community have long used a policy 
of fake online personas and third 
parties to “amplify” U.S. narratives 
in West Asia.

For example, using an authentic-
looking Persian-language post can 
have greater influence and appeal 
instead of an official press release 
by the Pentagon.

For years, senior Twitter 
executives said they were working 
very hard and making “concerted 
efforts” to allegedly stop foreign 
government-backed accounts from 
spreading propaganda on their 
company’s platform.

In 2020, Twitter spokesperson 
Nick Pickles, in testimony before 
the House Intelligence Committee, 
said that the company was taking 
“aggressive efforts” to shut down 
“coordinated platform manipulation 
efforts” attributed to government 
agencies.

This is while foreign governments 
rejected such accusations. 

Now it has come to light that the 
government agencies spreading 
state propaganda, Twitter 
was referring to, was the U.S. 
government itself.

New internal documents 
show how the social media giant 
“whitewashed” a network of 
accounts affiliated with the U.S. 
military to change public opinion in 
West Asia. 

And despite executives at the 
social media platform being aware 
of these accounts, they did not shut 
them down.

Instead, they allowed them 
to remain active for years, and the 
leaked documents show that some 
are still active.

Twitter places a visible blue mark 
next to accounts that the company 
verifies as genuine. Accounts with 
blue marks enjoy extra privileges. 

The “whitelist” essentially gave 
Pentagon accounts the same 
privileges of verification without 
the visible blue mark.

It raises serious questions about 
the decision-making and malicious 
manipulating practices of Twitter 
before the company was sold to 

billionaire Elon Musk.

It has now been revealed the 
secret cooperation between Twitter 
and the Pentagon stretches back at 
least five years.

One account, which was run by 
Twitter and CENTCOM, the U.S. 
Central Command, which operates 
in West Asia, under the username 
@yemencurrent (now deleted), 
promoted propaganda and fake 
news on the U.S. and Saudi-backed 
war on Yemen.

Other accounts focused on 
promoting U.S.-backed militias 
in Syria, who are violating the 
country’s sovereignty and looting 
oil belonging to the government in 
Damascus.

Other accounts promoted 
anti-Iran propaganda in Iraq. The 
Pentagon used Arabic-language 
accounts when tweeting its 
propaganda issues.

Coincidentally, that’s when 
violent, deadly riots unfolded in Iraq 
by a group of thugs who murdered 
and torched the offices of anti-
terror forces after they defeated 
Daesh with the help of military 
advisors from Tehran. 

Another CENTCOM account, @
althughur, posts anti-Iran 
propaganda focused on the Iraqi 
public as well. It also changed its 
Twitter bio from a CENTCOM 
affiliation to an Arabic sentence 
that reads “Euphrates pulse.”

Iraqi officials had complained of 
suspicious social media accounts 
spreading disinformation, directly 
accusing the U.S. embassy at the 
time.

This now indicates how 
widespread the Pentagon anti-Iran 
propaganda campaign had been. 

The leaked internal logs show 
Twitter applied a special exemption 
tag to the CENTCOM accounts on the 
same day the request was sent by 
the United States Central Command 
for West Asia.

One Pentagon account by the 
username of @mktashif was 
identified by Twitter researchers as 
appearing to use a deep-fake photo 
to hide its real identity.

This account initially identified 
itself in its biography or profile as a 
U.S. government account affiliated 
with CENTCOM.

This information later changed 
to what non-Twitter researchers 
identified as a “deep fake.”

The new Twitter bio claimed 
that the account was an unbiased 
source of opinion and information 
and, roughly translated from Arabic, 
“dedicated to serving Iraqis and 
Arabs.” 

The account routinely posted 
propaganda against Iran and the 
popular revolution in Yemen. It has 
now been deleted.

Erik Sperling, the executive 
director of Just Foreign Policy, 
a nonprofit that works toward 
diplomatic solutions to foreign 
conflicts, says “It’s deeply 
concerning if the Pentagon is 
working to shape public opinion 
about our military’s role abroad and 
even worse if private companies are 
helping to conceal it.”

It might be deeply concerning, 
but it certainly doesn’t come as a 
surprise.

“Congress and social media 
companies should investigate and 
take action to ensure that, at the 
very least, our citizens are fully 
informed when their tax money is 
being spent on putting a positive 
spin on our endless wars,” Sperling 
added. 

Iran, Iraq, Yemen, and other 
American adversaries have long 
accused Washington of using social 
media platforms to wage a hybrid 
war against sovereign countries 
opposed to American foreign 
policies and wars.

This is especially true in Latin 
American countries, where the 
Pentagon has been seeking regime 
change across the region.

A report by the Washington Post 
in 2020 revealed that officials from 
Facebook identified fake accounts 
attributed to CENTCOM’s influence 
operation on its social media 
platform.

Leaked Twitter emails show 
that in 2020, the senior Pentagon 
attorneys invited Facebook and 

Twitter executives to attend 
classified briefings in a sensitive 
compartmented information 
facility, also known as a SCIF, used 
for highly sensitive meetings.

On July 26, 2017, Nathaniel Kahler, 
at the time an official working 
with CENTCOM, sent an email to 
Twitter with a request to approve 
the verification of one account and 
“whitelist” a list of Arabic-language 
accounts “we use to amplify certain 
messages.”

Stacia Cardille, then an attorney 
with Twitter, noted in an email 
to her colleagues that the 
Pentagon may want to change its 
previous activities by classifying 
its use of social media “to avoid 
embarrassment.”

“Combatting attempts to 
interfere in conversations on 
Twitter remains a top priority for 
the company, and we continue 
to invest heavily in our detection, 
disruption, and transparency 
efforts related to state-backed 
information operations. Our goal is 
to remove bad-faith actors and to 
advance public understanding of 
these critical topics,” Twitter claims.

The latest leaks are in line 
with a major report published in 
August by the Stanford Internet 
Observatory, which focused on 
thousands of accounts that they 
suspected to be part of a U.S. state-
backed disinformation operation, 
many of which used photorealistic 
human faces generated by artificial 
intelligence, a practice is also known 
as “deep fakes.”

The researchers connected 
these accounts with a vast online 
ecosystem that included “fake 
news” websites, meme accounts on 
other social media platforms such as 
Telegram and Facebook, and online 
personalities that echoed Pentagon 
messages without disclosure of any 
Pentagon affiliation. 

Some of the accounts claimed 
Iran was “threatening Iraq’s water 
security and flooding the country 
with crystal meth,” while others 
promoted allegations that Iran was 
harvesting the organs of Afghan 
refugees.
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Anti-Israel protests held across Morocco against normalization with Tel Aviv regime

Rep. Raskin: Trump 
could spend ‘the 
remaining days of 
his misanthropic life 
behind bars’

A leading member of the Jan. 6 select 
committee said Friday he “really would be 
surprised” if Attorney General Merrick Garland 
doesn’t act on the panel’s criminal referrals 
and indict former President Donald Trump for 
his conduct relating to the attack on the U.S. 
Capitol.

“I do think it’s very important that we 
establish that it’s not just foot soldiers but 
kingpins who are prosecuted,” said Rep. 
Jamie Raskin, D-Md., who announced criminal 
referrals against Trump and others for possible 
violations of four federal statutes at the 
committee’s last hearing. “And it’s just wrong 
to send hundreds of foot soldiers to jail and 
leave the very clear kingpins unprosecuted.”

Speaking on the final episode of Yahoo 
News’ “Skullduggery” podcast, Raskin 
added that Trump “conspired to defraud the 
government [and] American people. He traded 
an honest election for a profoundly corrupt 
and fraudulent election with counterfeit 
electors. ... And he aided and assisted and gave 
aid and comfort to insurrectionists at multiple 
points. … I’m very serious about him facing the 
consequences and paying for the cost of his 
actions.”

So serious, Raskin said, that Trump could 
spend “the remaining days of his misanthropic 
life behind bars, presumably with Secret 
Service agents. ... I mean, would [the Secret 
Service agents] be standing outside the bars, 
or would they be inside the bars? Who knows?”

Raskin ‘would be surprised’ if Garland didn’t 
act on Jan. 6 criminal referrals.

Putin says Russia is 
ready to negotiate

Russia is ready to negotiate, but Kyiv and 
its Western backers have refused to engage in 
talks, Vladimir Putin has claimed.

“We are ready to negotiate with everyone 
involved about acceptable solutions, but that 
is up to them - we are not the ones refusing to 
negotiate, they are,” Putin said in an interview 
on Rossiya-1 television.

“I believe that we are acting in the right 
direction, we are defending our national 
interests, the interests of our citizens, our 
people. And we have no other choice but to 
protect our citizens,” he added.

Russia will destroy the Patriot air defense 
systems if the US provides them to Ukraine, 
noted the president.

China’s foreign minister 
signals deeper ties with 
Russia

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi defended 
his country’s position on the war in Ukraine on 
Sunday and signaled that China would deepen 
ties with Russia in the coming year.

Wang, speaking by video at a conference in 
the Chinese capital, also blamed America for 
the deterioration in relations between the 
world’s two largest economies, saying that 
China has “firmly rejected the United States’ 
erroneous China policy.”

China has pushed back against Western 
pressure on trade, technology, human rights, 
and its claims to a broad swath of the western 
Pacific, accusing the U.S. of bullying. Its refusal 
to condemn the invasion of Ukraine and join 
others in imposing sanctions on Russia has 
further frayed ties and fueled an emerging 
divide with much of Europe.

Wang said that China would “deepen 
strategic mutual trust and mutually beneficial 
cooperation” with Russia. Warships from the 
two countries held joint naval drills in the East 
China Sea last week.

“With regard to the Ukraine crisis, we 
have consistently upheld the fundamental 

principles of objectivity and impartiality, 
without favoring one side or the other, or 
adding fuel to the fire, still less seeking selfish 
gains from the situation,” Wang said, according 
to an official text of his remarks.

Al Qaeda releases video 
claims al-Zawahiri is 
alive

Al Qaeda has released a 35-minute recording 
the group claims was narrated by its leader 
Ayman al-Zawahiri, who was believed to have 
been killed in a U.S. raid in August 2022, SITE 
intelligence group said on Friday.

The recording was updated, and the 
transcript did not clearly point toward a time 
frame for when it could have been made.

Zawahiri was killed in a U.S. strike in 
Afghanistan, the biggest blow to the militant 
group since its founder Osama bin Laden was 
killed in 2011.

Zawahiri had been in hiding for years, and the 
operation to locate and kill him was the result 
of “careful, patient and persistent” work by the 
counterterrorism and intelligence community, 
a senior U.S. administration official said.

Al Qaeda has not named a successor. But 
Saif al-Adel, a mysterious, low-key former 
Egyptian special forces officer who is a high-
ranking member of Al Qaeda, is seen by experts 
as the top contender.

The United States is offering a reward of up 
to $10 million for information leading to his 
arrest.

World is starving for 
peace, Pope Francis says 
in Christmas message

Pope Francis called for an end to the war in 
Ukraine and other conflicts in his Christmas 
message on Sunday, saying the world was 
suffering from a “famine of peace.”

Delivering the 10th Christmas “Urbi et 
Orbi” (to the city and the world) blessing and 
message of his pontificate, he also urged 
people to look beyond the “shallow holiday 
glitter” and help the homeless, immigrants, 
refugees, and the poor in their midst seeking 
comfort, warmth, and food.

“Let us see the faces of all those children 
who, everywhere in the world, long for peace,” 
he said, speaking from the central balcony of 
St. Peter Basilica, the same spot from which he 
first emerged as pope when he was elected on 
March 13, 2013.

“Let us also see the faces of our Ukrainian 
brothers and sisters who are experiencing this 
Christmas in the dark and cold, far from their 
homes due to the devastation caused by ten 
months of the war,” he said, speaking to tens 
of thousands of people in the square below.

China stages ‘strike 
drills’ around Taiwan, 
citing provocation

China’s military said it had conducted “strike 
drills” in the sea and airspace around Taiwan on 
Sunday in response to unspecified “provocation” 
from the democratically-governed island and 
the United States.

Taiwan, which China claims as its own 
territory, has complained of repeated Chinese 
military activity nearby over the past three years 
or so as Beijing seeks to pressure Taipei to accept 
Chinese sovereignty.

China staged war games around Taiwan in 
August following a visit to Taipei by then-U.S. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and on Saturday it 
condemned the United States for a new defense 
authorization law that boosts military assistance 
for Taiwan.

In a brief statement, the Eastern Theatre 
Command of China’s People’s Liberation Army 
said it had carried out “joint combat readiness 
patrols and joint firepower strike drills” around 
Taiwan, though it did not specify the exact 
location.

WORLD HEADLINES

Pentagon riding the “blue bird” 
in psychological warfare

Moroccans have staged demonstrations 
across the North African country to reiterate 
their unwavering support for the Palestinian 
cause and voice outrage at the US-sponsored 
normalization of diplomatic relations with Israel 

on its second anniversary.

People from all strata of society heeded 
a call by the “Moroccan Front in Support of 
Palestine and Against Normalization,” took 
part in nationwide rallies in almost 30 cities, 

including in Casablanca, Oujda, Meknes, Tangier, 
Larache, Khemisset, Agadir, and Khouribga, to 
show solidarity with Palestinians and censure 
Morocco’s normalization of ties with the Tel Aviv 
regime.

Protesters converged outside the Parliament 
of Morocco premises in the capital Rabat, where 
they chanted slogans in condemnation of the 
normalization, and demanded the reversal of the 
agreement.

The demonstrators waved national 
Palestinian flags, and held up placards that read 
“Normalization is treacherous” and “The struggle 
will carry on until the normalization agreement is 
revoked” in Arabic.

The participants also set fire to the Israeli flag 
in front of the legislature’s building.

Tayeb Midhmadh, coordinator for the Moroccan 
Front in Support of Palestine and Against 
Normalization movement, which reportedly 
includes 15 political, union and human rights 
organizations, said the nationwide protests 
convey the message that the entire nation is 
fiercely opposed to normalization with Israel.



From Page 1   “The fingerprints 
left on the pottery pieces can give 
us important information about 
the inhabitants of this area,” 
Mortazavi stated.

Founded around 3200 BC, 
Burnt City was populated during 
four main periods up to 1800 BC. 
Previous rounds of excavations 
showed that its residents 
had great skills in weaving, 
and creating fine arts such as 
decorative objects, stone carving, 
and pottery painting.

Last year, teams of Iranian, 
Italian, and Serbian archaeologists 
discovered ruined settlements 
and fresh clues about life in Burnt 
City.

According to the UN cultural 
body, changes in water sources 
and climate change led to the 
eventual abandonment of the city 
in the early second millennium. 
The structures, burial grounds, 
and numerous significant 
artifacts unearthed there and 
their well-preserved state due to 
the dry desert climate make this 
site a rich source of information 
regarding the emergence of 
complex societies and contacts 
between them in the third 
millennium BC.

“In general, the surrounding 
desert landscape and 
extraordinary scatter of 

archaeological material present 
on the surface of the low hill of 
Shahr-i Sokhta give a strong sense 
of authenticity, as does the sight 
of the complex architecture of the 
various parts so far excavated. 
The labyrinthine succession of 

rooms, corridors, and courtyards 
gives a genuine impression of 
these ancient buildings.”

Shahr-i Sokhta has been 
inscribed on the list of national 
cultural properties of Iran as no. 

542 in 1966. The property is in 
State ownership and is protected 
by the provisions of the Law for 
Protection of National Heritage 
(1930) and the related bylaw 
(1980).

TEHRAN – In different 
provinces across the 
country, Christian Iranians 
are celebrating the New 
Year holidays since Sunday. 
There have been Christmas 
celebrations for centuries in 
a country whose majority is 
Muslim.

In some provinces of 
the country, the 12 days of 
Christmas celebrations begin 
with the birthday of Jesus 
Christ (PBUH) on December 
25 and continue until the feast 
of Epiphany (baptism ritual) 
on January 6. However, in 
every region, each celebration 
differs in some ways.

Approximately 150,000 
Christians live in Iran, and 
they are separated into two 
branches, Armenians and 
Assyrians.

The celebration of the 
birth of Christ (PBUH) by 
the Assyrians, the feast of 
Epiphany by the Armenians 
and the celebration of the New 
Year are all held jointly by the 
two branches.

As well as historical 
churches in Iran, there are 
modern churches that allow 
Christian worshipers to 
practice their rituals as they 
please.

Experts believe that to the 
untrained eye, Iran’s earliest 
churches may seem modest 
structures but they bear 
testimony to a vast panorama 
of architectural and decorative 
scenes associated with 
Armenian culture blended 
with other regional cultures: 
Byzantine, Orthodox, Assyrian, 
Persian, and Muslim.

St. Thaddeus, St. Stepanos, 
and the Chapel of Dzordzor 
are three photogenic ancient 
churches that constitute 
the Armenian Monastic 
Ensembles of Iran, which 
were collectively inscribed on 
the UNESCO World Heritage 
in 2008. They are dotted 
in fresh and green lands 
of northwest Iran and are 
important pilgrimage sites for 
Armenian-Iranians and others 
from across the globe.

The centuries-old Vank 
Cathedral (locally called 
Kelisa-ye Vank) in Isfahan is 
also another iconic church 
and a sacred place for the 
Armenians who live in central 
Iran.

The Vank Cathedral is widely 
referred to as an everlasting 
masterpiece of architecture, 

which harmoniously blends 
Islamic motifs and elements 
with those of Armenians. 
Vank means “monastery” or 
“convent” in the Armenian 
language.

Constructed in the first 
half of the 17th century, with 
the encouragement of the 
Safavid rulers, Kelisa-ye Vank 
is a historic focal point of the 
Armenian Church in Iran.

Christians in northern 
Iran and Gilan, Mazandaran 
and Golestan provinces 
also celebrate Christmas 
along with their other fellow 
believers across the country.

Christians, Jews, and 
Zoroastrians are the most 
significant religious minorities 
in Iran, with Christians 
constituting the bulk.

TEHRAN – Training courses in two 
fields of handicrafts were held in the 
central prison of the northwestern Zanjan 
province in a bid to empower the inmates, 
the provincial tourism chief has said.

Organized by the province’s Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
Department in collaboration with 
Zanjan’s General Administration of 
Prisons, the courses were aimed to 
provide the opportunity for the inmates 
to gain employment after their release in 
the fields of weaving kilim and toreutic, 
Seyyed Saeid Safavi explained on Sunday.

The courses also aimed to promote 
handicrafts as a source of income, the 
official added.

Kilim is a pileless floor covering 
handwoven in most places where pile 
rugs are made. The term is applied both 
generally and specifically, with the former 
use referring to virtually any rug-like 
fabric that does not have a pile.

When used specifically, the term refers 
to a more limited number of techniques, 
including slit tapestry, warp sharing, and 
various forms of interlocking tapestry 

weave.

The kilims are often woven on narrow 
looms, and two mirror-image pieces are 
sewn together along the long edge to 
produce the completed kilim. The vertical 
color junctions involve a discontinuity of 
the wefts, the colored yarns that produce 
the design. At these boundaries, there are 
small slits in the fabric. Extremely fine 
kilims of silk were woven for the Safavid 
court (1502–1735), possibly in Kashan.

Toreutics is the practice of decorating 
metal objects with exquisite engravings 
and pictures by hammering or engraving 
them with burins.

The softness and flexibility of copper 
make it the most popular of the metals 
used in this type of artistic metalworking. 
Artists have been drawn to toreutics 
or engraving on metals with burins 
due to the material’s long lifespan and 
consistency compared to other objects.

To reduce the sounds of hammers 
or burins and to reduce the risk of coin 
penetrations, contemporary artists or 
craftsmen in this field coat the inner or 
below part of the metal dish or tray with 

tar and plaster solution. They then draw 
the pattern on the dish and choose the 
appropriate burin and hammer at the 
end of the burin to form the grooves 
and patterns on the dish with differing 
intensities of hammer strikes.

Toreutic patterns have always been 
influenced by ideological and cultural 
changes throughout the various historical 
and cultural periods, and have had their 
own unique historical evolutions based 
on social conditions. There are several 
styles of toreutics, including relief, mid-
relief, engraving, and latticework.

Tourism ministry helps empower 
inmates

In October 2020, the Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Prisons, Security, and Corrective 
Measures Organization to create jobs and 
make income for prisoners.

The MOU also aimed at implementing 
special educational and promotional 
programs, identifying talented prisoners, 
and improving their social status.

TEHRAN –The Research Institute for Cultural 
Heritage and Tourism is scheduled to hold an 
academic conference on the ancient Silk Road(s) 
on January 31, 2023.

The conference is aimed to explore the 
evolution of tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage along the route that existed for 
thousands of years, passing through empires, 
kingdoms, and various societies.

Development phases, the coexistence of 
various cultures, architectural, archaeological, 
and ethnographic heritage, languages, and local 
industries are among the themes the conference 
seeks to address, according to organizers.

Moreover, the event will touch upon collective 
experiences over the protection and restoration 
of historical monuments, as well as new 
technologies adopted to identify buried ruins and 

relics along the Silk Road.

Earlier in November, Iran selected its Semnan 
province to represent the country at a union of 
cities across the Silk Road based on an initiative 
launched by China to promote tourism along 
the ancient route that once linked Asia to the 
Western world.

Silk Road connected empires, kingdoms, 
reigns, and societies for millennia. At certain 
times in its long history, traders could travel 
freely along these routes, whereas at others, 
travel was difficult or dangerous.

According to UNESCO, the Silk Road enriched 
the countries it passed through, transporting 
cultures, religions, languages, and of course 
material goods into societies across Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, and uniting them all with a common 
thread of cultural heritage and plural identities.

TEHRAN– A flower festival dedicated to daffodils 
is scheduled to be held in Khafr county, southern Fars 
province, on December 29 and 30, a local tourism 
official has said.

As part of the festival, the cultural and historical 
identities of the county will be introduced, Ali Taheri 
explained on Sunday.

A handicrafts market will also be held on the 

sidelines of the festival, the official added.

In Persian culture and literature, the daffodil 
symbolizes the eye, usually the eye of the beloved. In 
poetry, the beloved is likened to the daffodil because 
of its leafless and green stem, which is hollowed 
out, straw-like, and curved, which is associated with 
humility and dignity.

Flowers have also thrived in the Persian language. 
Many girls are named after flowers: Ra’na (Blanket 
Flowers), Shaghayegh (Anemone), Banafsheh 
(Violet), Yaasaman (Jasmine), Niloofar (Lotus 
flower), Nastaran (Eglantine), Laleh (Tulip), Narges 
(Daffodil), etc.

The ancient region of Fars also spelled Pars, or 
Persis, was the heart of the Achaemenian Empire 
(550–330 BC), which was founded by Cyrus the 
Great and had its capital at Pasargadae. Darius I the 
Great moved the capital to nearby Persepolis in the 
late 6th or early 5th century BC.

TEHRAN– Arg-e Bam, a massive UNESCO-
registered citadel in southern Iran, is dressed up 
with new gentle warm lights in a bid to become 
more appealing at night.

“The first phase of a lighting project worth 17 
billion rials ($57,000) is finished on Arg-e Bam,” 
Kerman province’s deputy tourism official said on 
Saturday.

“In this phase, newly designed lighting systems 
were installed for a bazaar, Sistani House, Mir-
Akbar House, Payambar Mosque, and other parts of 
the World Heritage site,” Mojtaba Shafiei explained.

Currently, studies and designs for the second 
phase have been carried out and it will be 
commenced as soon as the needed budget is 
allocated, the official said.

The lighting project is aimed at reflecting the 
splendor and magnificence of this historical citadel 

at night, he stated.

Situated on the margins of a harsh barren desert, 
the citadel rises like a phoenix again from the 
intimating earthquake after being almost entirely 
leveled in 2003.

After the devastating earthquake, heritage 
experts from Iran and abroad worked tirelessly to 
restore the cultural landscape of Bam, including 
orchards, cisterns, and many ancient buildings– 
around 23,000 hectares – of which the Bam Citadel 
is only one small part.

Today, the massive project to save the Bam 
cultural landscape is almost complete, letting the 
ancient site host sightseers, history buffs, and 
cultural heritage enthusiasts.

Tracing its origins back to the 6th century BC in 
the Achaemenid period, the oasis town and citadel 
of Bam didn’t experience its golden era until much 

later in the 7th to 11th centuries when it was one of 
the key stops on the Silk Route transporting goods 
between Asia, Europe, and West Asia.

According to UNESCO, Arg-e Bam is the most 
representative example of a fortified medieval 
town built in vernacular technique using mud 
layers (Chineh), sun-dried mud bricks (Khesht), and 
vaulted and domed structures.

Bam and its Cultural Landscape represent 
an outstanding example of an ancient fortified 
settlement that developed around the Iranian 
central plateau and is an exceptional testimony 
to the development of a trading settlement in the 
desert environment of the Central Asian region. This 
impressive construction undoubtedly represents 
the climax and is the most important achievement 
of its type not only in the area of Bam but also in a 
much wider cultural region of Western Asia.

Fingerprint from 5,000 years 
ago found in Burnt City
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Tehran conference to look at Silk Road 
cultural heritage

Daffodils festival to be held in southern Iran

Christmas celebrations being held in Iran

UNESCO-designated citadel dresses up with gentle warm lights

Handicraft courses empower inmates in Zanjan

Khouzestan Steel Company 

First A
nnouncement

 

EXTENTION OF INVITATION TO INTERNATIONAL TENDER IN TWO STEPTS 
No. :460138 

KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE  
10,000 MT UHP Grade Graphite Electrode 600 mm with respective nipples 

 

WITH THE FOLLOWING SPECIFICATIONS: 
   
Description: UHP Grade Graphite Electrode with respective nipples as per following specification 

Bulk Density:                                     1.65 – 1.75 g/cm³ 
Real Density:                                      2.22 – 2.25 g/cm³ 
Porosity:                                             21 – 27 % 
Ash Content:                                      0.2 % Max. 
Specific Resistance:                           4.5– 6.5 μΩm 
Bending Strength:                             110 -140 Kgf/Cm²  
Young's Modules:                              7.8 – 11.8 GPa  
Co-efficient Of Thermal expansion:  0.3 – 1  10ˉ6 /°C 

Graphite Electrode Dimensions: 
Electrode Diameter:                           600 mm 
Electrode Length:                               2400 mm 

Nipple Specification: 
Nipple Diameter:                                317.50 mm 
Nipple Length:                                   457.20 mm  
Socket Depth:                                     234.60 mm 
Number of Thread:                             4 Thread per Inch 
Thread Type:                                      Tapered Thread  

 
INTRESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN SET OF DOCUMENTS, CONTAINING THE RELEVANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS BY 
SUBMISSION OF A WRITTEN APLICATION AND PAYMENT OF A NON-REFUNDABLE FEE OF: 
EUR 20 "TWENTY EURO" TO THE ONE OF BELOW ACCOUNT No.: 
1) ACCOUNT No.0100013543943 AT "EXPORT DEVELOPMENT BANK OF IRAN  AHVAZ CENTERAL BRANCH"   
2) ACCOUNT No.1902-750-4019644-1 AT "EGHTESAD NOVIN BANK- OF IRAN AHVAZ SHARIATI BRANCH"  
OR  
  Rials 6,000,000,"SIX MILION RIALS" TO THE ONE OF BELOW ACCOUNT No.: 
1) ACCOUNT No.0102513186002 AT "MELLI BANK OF IRAN  AHVAZ KSC BRANCH" 
2) ACCOUNT No.0100304453001 AT "SADERAT BANK OF IRAN  AHVAZ KSC BRANCH" 
AND PRESENT THE PAYMENT RECEIPT TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 
   Consumption Material  & General Goods Purchasing Department 
KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY (KSC) 
KM 10 AHWAZ – BANDAR IMAM KHOMEINI ROAD 
P.O.BOX: 1378 
POST CODE: 61397-31398 
AHWAZ– IRAN 
Note1: BIDDER SHALL SUBMIT  WITH  TENDER  A  BID  BOND  ISSUED  BY  AN IRANIAN BANK OR BY A  EUROPEAN 
FIRST CLASS   BANK , IN  THE  AMOUNT  OF   240000,000,000 Rial OR 800,000 EUR FOR 10,000 MT GRAPHITE 
ELECTRODE Dia.600mm AND MAY REDUSED  IN  PROPORTION WITH  THE  QUANTITY  OF  BIDDERS  OFFER.  
Note2: ALL BIDS MUST BE INFORMED US WHICH PARTICIPATE IN OUR TENDER UP TO 29thDec, 2022. WHEN YOUR 
COMPANY IS CONFIRMED AND THE TENDER DOCUMENT IS SENT TO YOU, YOU MUST BE DELIVERED TO THE 
AFORESAID ADDRESS ON OR BEFORE THE CLOSING DATE 5thFeb,2023.THE OPENING DATE OF ENVELOPES WILL BE 
AT 10 AM ON THE 7thFeb,2023 IN  THE BUYER'S CONFERENCE ROOM LOCATED AT THE HEAD OFFICE OF KSC 
AHWAZ-IRAN AND THE BIDDERS OR THEIR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES CAN ATTEND THE MEETING OF THE 
TENDER. 
Note 3: FOR MORE INFORMTION PLEASE CONTACT WITH FOLLOWING DETAILS: 
 
Tel No. :  +98 61 3213 6195 / 3213 6190     Fax No. : +98 61 32908130 
  Mr.Hasan Faramarzi        EMAIL: Ha.Faramarzi @ksc.ir    OR    VISIT:http://WWW.KSC.IR 

 
 



From page 1    Iran leading the 
world in protected areas growth

Statistics show that the growth 
rate of protected areas in Iran is 
higher than in many countries so 
the number of protected sites in 
Iran has risen about 37 times com-
pared with 26 times on average in 
the world from 1962 to 2018.

To preserve the existing biodi-
versity over the wide geographic 
expanse of Iran, four types of areas 
have been designated for preser-
vation and protection, including, 
national parks, wildlife refuges, 
protected areas, and natural na-
tional monuments. In 1997, the 
Department of Environment (DOE) 
held supervision over 7,563,983 
hectares of such areas.

Currently, 30 national parks, 
170 protected areas, 45 wildlife 
refuges, and 37 national natural 
monuments, measuring about 19 
million hectares in the area are in 
the country.

According to the latest stud-
ies, about 1,300 species of verte-
brates, including mammals, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians, and aquatic 
fish, about 30,000 species of in-
vertebrates, and 8,000 species of 
plants have been identified in the 
country.

The Convention on Biological 

Diversity predicts that the aver-
age protected area in the world 
will reach 30 percent of the total 
area of a country. There is 11.6 per-
cent of the protected areas in Iran. 
Therefore, the DOE introduced 29 
areas with about 700,000 hect-
ares as new areas to the Ministry 
of Agriculture, but there are some 
problems.

Of course, despite all these 

problems, the rate of Iran’s pro-
tected areas is higher than many 
countries in the world, or over 
a 40-year period, the growth of 
these areas in Iran is higher than 
the global average, Ali Bali, dep-
uty director of the habitats and 
regional affairs office of the DOE 
said.

One of the main threats to pro-
tected areas is habitat destruc-

tion, which may be done by gov-
ernment agencies to implement 
development projects, or in a more 
limited area by the locals.

The next challenge is mining 
and mining activities. Mines are 
the most incompatible activities 
against protected areas, poaching 
is another challenge for protected 
areas.

Drought, dust, human-made, 
and natural hazards such as wild-
fires are other challenges that 
threaten these areas, and on the 
other hand, the development of 
villages in or around protected ar-
eas also threatens the dynamism 
of these areas.
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Iranian female scientist selected UNCCD member
TEHRAN – Tayebeh Mesbahzadeh, 

associate professor at the University 
of Tehran, was selected as a member 
of the Science-Policy Interface of the 
United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD).

The UNCCD Science-Policy Inter-
face (SPI) was established at COP11 in 
2013. The SPI works to translate sci-
entific findings and assessments into 
policy-relevant recommendations. 

This includes collaboration with dif-

ferent scientific panels and bodies. It 
consists of globally selected indepen-
dent scientists, regionally nominated 
independent scientists, policymakers 
(CST bureau members), and observers.

Mesbahzadeh is the first Iranian 
member of the UNCCD Science-Policy 
Interface.

The United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification in Those 
Countries Experiencing Serious 
Drought and/or Desertification, 

particularly in Africa (UNCCD) is a 
Convention to combat desertifi-
cation and mitigate the effects of 
drought through national action 

programs that incorporate long-
term strategies supported by inter-
national cooperation and partner-
ship arrangements.

The Convention, the only conven-
tion stemming from a direct recom-
mendation of the Rio Conference’s 
Agenda 21, was adopted in Paris, 
France, on 17 June 1994 and entered 
into force in December 1996. It is the 
only internationally legally binding 
framework set up to address the 
problem of desertification.

TEHRAN – A Gamma Knife Center was opened 
on Sunday in Yas Hospital in Tehran.

The center was inaugurated in the presence of 
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran Chief Moham-

mad Eslami, Health Minister Bahram Einollahi, 
Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences 
President Alireza Zali, and some senior managers 
of the nuclear industry, ISNA reported.

The Gamma Knife is an advanced radiation 
treatment for adults and children with small to 
medium brain tumors, abnormal blood vessel 
formations called arteriovenous malformations, 
epilepsy, trigeminal neuralgia, a nerve condition 
that causes chronic pain, and other neurological 
conditions.

Despite the sanctions, Iranian experts and 
scientists have succeeded in expanding knowl-
edge-based and advanced medical equipment, 
radiopharmaceuticals, and medicine.

TEHRAN – A leopard, spotted several times 
in Sorkheh Hesar National Park, east of Tehran, 
has been brought back to its natural habitat.

For three weeks, expert teams including vet-
erinarians, and environmentalists have been 
monitoring the area to anesthetize and catch 
the leopard alive, and finally, they succeeded to 
return the animal to its habitat in the natural 
areas of the province.

The Persian leopards are listed as Endan-
gered on the International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN) Red List; the population is 
estimated at fewer than 500 mature individu-
als and is considered declining.

Persian leopard range spans 11 countries of 
Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, 

Russia, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Afghani-
stan, and Pakistan. Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
were part of the range but they are now consid-
ered extinct there.

Almost 80 percent of these leopards are 
found in Iran, followed by Turkmenistan. 

Part 27

Human activities include livestock grazing and 
agricultural irrigation. Placed on the Montreux Re-
cord in 1990 because of the possibility that water 
inflow could be reduced by the construction of a 
dam on the Helmand River in Afghanistan. 

Overview

Hamoun-e-Puzak Ramsar site includes the 
south-western portion of the vast Hamoun-e-Puzak 
wetland, two-thirds of which lies in Afghanistan. 

It consists of a complex of shallow permanent and 
seasonal freshwater lakes, lagoons and marshes with 
rich submergent vegetation and extensive reedbeds 
of Typha and Phragmites. 

It is the first of the three Hamouns in the Sistan Ba-
sin to fill during periods of flooding, and the last to dry 
out during droughts. 

The Hamouns are marshlands with lagoons that 
vary strongly in water level over the seasons and 
years.Hamoun-e-Puzak is important for breeding, 
passage and wintering waterfowl.

Justification of the criteria 

Spanning the border between Iran and Afghani-
stan, the wetland plays a substantial hydrological and 
ecological role in the natural functioning of a major 
river basin shared between two countries.

The wetland is an excellent example of a large, per-
manent freshwater lake with extensive reedbeds in 
an extremely arid desert region.

The wetland supports wintering populations of 
four globally threatened species of birds, Pelecanus 
crispus, Aythya nyroca, Oxyura leucocephala and 
Aquila heliaca. 

There is also probably a small resident popula-
tion of Marmaronetta angustrirostris.

It supports an extremely diverse wetland flo-
ra and fauna, and thus plays an important role in 
maintaining the genetic and ecological diversity 
in the region.

The lake regularly holds over 20,000 waterfowl 
during the migration seasons and in winter.

The lake regularly supports over 1% of the region-
al Middle East populations of Egretta alba, at least six 
species of Anatidae, Fulica atra, Grus grus, Himantopus 
himantopus and Limosa limosa.

General location
Hamoun-e-Puzak is located in the Province of 

Sistan & Baluchestan, about 40 km north-east of 
the city of Zabol, on the border with Afghanistan 
in eastern Iran. The nearest villages are Takht-e-
Shah, Mahmoodi and Shaugali.

Physical features
Hamoun-e-Puzak is a large, perennial fresh-

water lake with extensive reed-beds. Most of the 
lake is situated in Afghanistan, but about 15,000 
ha lies within Iranian territory. 

Source: Ramsar.org

To be continued

Gamma Knife Center inaugurated in Tehran

Leopard in eastern Tehran back to wildlife

RAMSAR SITES IN IRAN

Roadmap developed 
for environmental 

protection
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$3b approved for improving 
safety of schools

The sixth five-year national development plan (2016-2021) has 
predicted a total budget of $3 billion to be allocated for rebuilding 
and retrofitting old schools across the country, director of the 
organization for renovation, development and equipment of 
schools has said.

There are some 107,000 schools nationwide with 530,000 classes, 
160,000 of which are dilapidated, not meeting safety standards, 
ISNA quoted Mehrollah Rakhshanimehr as saying on Wednesday.

“However, after 2 years the budget has not been allocated yet,” he 
lamented.

He went on explain that 30 percent of the schools nationwide are 
old, of which some 12 percent must be completely rebuilt and 18 
percent must be retrofitted.

Renovation of schools and meeting the necessary standards requires 
a considerable amount of budget, however, current government funding 
and annual budgets are by no means enough, he added.

درخواست تخصیص ۳ میلیارد دلار برای 
ایمن سازی  مدارس

وجود  به  اشاره  کشوربا  مدارس  تجهیز  و  توسعه  نوسازی،  سازمان  رئیس 
بودجه  تخصیص  خواستار  کشور  سطح  در  ناایمن  درس  کلاس  هزار   ۱۶۰
ایمن  برای  توسعه  برنامه ششم  قالب  در  شده  تصویب  دلاری  میلیارد  سه 

مدارس شد. سازی 
 ۱۰۷ حدود  اینکه  بیان  با  ایسنا،  با  گفت‌وگو  در  مهر  رخشانی  مهراله 
هزار مدرسه با ۵۳۰ هزار کلاس درس در کشور داریم اظهار کرد: از این 
بازسازی‌اند  و  تخریب  و  سازی  مقاوم  نیازمند  مدارس  درصد   ۳۰ میزان، 
 ۱۲ و  سازی  مقاوم  باید  مدارس  درصد   ۱۸ گفت  می‌توان  تفکیک  به  که 

شوند. بازسازی  و  تخریب  درصد 
هزار کلاس   ۱۶۰ بر  مشتمل  مدرسه  هزار   ۳۲ دیگر  عبارت  به  افزود:  وی 
بازسازی شوند. یا  سازی  مقاوم  باید  و  بوده  ناایمن  در سطح کشور  درس 

رئیس سازمان نوسازی، توسعه و تجهیز مدارس کشور با بیان اینکه حجم 
به  سنواتی  بودجه‌های  و  دولتی  فعلی  اعتبارات  اما  بالاست  بسیار  نیازها 
نزدیک  گذشت  با  و  کنون  تا  گفت:  نیست  نیازها  پاسخگوی  عنوان  هیچ 

است. نشده  محقق  ششم  برنامه  قانون  تصویب  از  سال  دو  به 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

No limits to expanding health co-op with Iraq
TEHRAN – Iraqi Health Minister Hani Musa 

Al-Aqabi and Iranian Deputy Health Minister 
Mohammad Hossein Nicknam discussed ways 
to expand cooperation in the field of health.

In a meeting in Tehran on Saturday, Niknam 
said that there is no limit to expanding health 
cooperation with the friendly and Muslim 
country of Iraq.

Praising Iran’s advanced health system, 
Al-Aqabi expressed hope to open a new chap-
ter of health cooperation between the two 
countries.

Hossein Farshidi, the deputy health minister, 
also stated that the health of the work environ-
ment, air pollution, and sand and dust storms 
are among the fields of bilateral cooperation.

Covid-19 tested the resilience of the coun-
tries’ health system once again, and has caused 
us to seek further strengthening of the health 
network despite the significant successes, he 
explained.

Abolfazl Bagherifard, deputy health minister 
for education, also stated that medical educa-
tion in Iran has a special feature that seldom ex-
ists in many countries, and it is integrated into 
treatment and health.

Iran has achieved remarkable success in the 
field of education and in the diagnosis of can-
cer and its treatment, including gene therapy, 
he added.

The officials further emphasized on enhanced 

export of pharmaceuticals and medical equip-
ment to Iraq, as well as joint scientific research.

Self-sufficiency in pharmaceuticals pro-
duction

The import of pharmaceuticals has de-
clined in Iran by 91 percent, which shows the 
capability of the country’s pharmaceutical 
industry, Mohammad Reza Shanehsaz, for-
mer head of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, said last year.

Today, all medicine used in the treatment of 
coronavirus are produced by domestic man-
ufacturers, and if we wanted to import all the 
items, there would be a high exchange rate, he 
further stated, emphasizing that COVID-19 vac-
cine development indicates the pharmaceutical 
industry’s capability.

A total of 227 knowledge-based firms are 
supplying medical equipment for health centers 
across the country, according to the Vice Presi-
dency for Science and Technology.

Iranian-made pharmaceuticals are cur-
rently exported to Canada, Japan, and Europe, 
Faramarz Ekhteraei, chairman of the Iranian 
Pharmaceutical Industries Syndicate said, 
emphasizing that 72 percent of the country’s 
pharmaceutical raw materials are domesti-
cally produced.

Some 40 percent of the country’s total phar-
maceutical exports are biotechnology products, 
a member of the board of directors of the Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers and Exporters of Med-
ical Biotechnology Products said.

Iranian-made medicine worth $7.5 million 
was exported to Russia over the past [Iranian 
calendar] year (March 2021-March 2022), an 
official with the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has said.

Iran’s biotechnology products are exported to 
European, Asian, and Latin American countries, 
and Iran’s technology can compete with other 
countries in this field, he highlighted.

New cases 61

New deaths 1

Total cases 7,560,792

Total deaths 144,674

New hospitalized patients 33

Patients in critical condition 70

Total recovered patients 7,335,938

Diagnostic tests conducted 54,725,448

Doses of vaccine injected 155,108,907

COVID-19 UPDATES ON DECEMBER 25 

The document 
presents 13 

national macro 
strategies and 46 

cross-sectoral 
measures 

for five main 
environmental 

challenges.

Iran has achieved remarkable 
success in the field of 

education and in the diagnosis 
of cancer and its treatment, 

including gene therapy.



Frome Page 1   “The play 
is being staged in the lecture 
performance style, which is 
frequently used across the globe, 
and we have done our best to 
make the style adaptable to our 
culture by adding some of our 
own local visual attractions,” 
Shabani told the Persian service 
of Honaronline.

“Islam attaches great 
importance to women’s spiritual 
and social independence, and we 
have tried hard to adapt the set to 
women’s feelings and attitudes 
by lighting, sound design and 
colors,” she noted.     

“The first stage illustrates 
why this lady was born, while the 
second stage shows the influence 
of her mother Hazrat Khadijah 
(SA) on her life,” Shabani said.

“Her marriage and 
companionship with Imam Ali 
(AS) and their decision to join the 
Prophet of Islam in his mission 
are portrayed in the third stage,” 
she added.

“The fourth stage focuses 
on the Battle of Uhud and the 
Devil’s military expedition, and 
women’s role in the Prophet’s 
wars against non-Muslims is 
depicted in the fifth stage. The 

sixth stage sheds light on Hazrat 
Fatima’s economic and social 
role, and the final stage presents 
her auspiciousness on the day of 
judgment,” she explained.

Shabani announced a plan to 
stage “Fatima” in Arab countries 
and Europe.

“The play puts its spotlight on 
women’s roles and their premium 
status in the universe, therefore, 
it concerns a global issue, 
which is expected to attract a 
great audience; thus we plan to 
perform it in other countries.” 

The play was performed last 
year at Osveh Hall, Shams Eyvan 

and the Tehran Theater Complex.

A brochure published for the 
play carries a brief synopsis 
that reads, “A girl namely Fatima 
comes from heaven to the Earth 
to save it from darkness; Lucifer 
starts a war to thwart her 
mission.”  

 Director of Russia’s Union of Cinematographers, 
Valery Ivanovich Tonkikh, speaks during 

the Russian Film Days at the Farabi Cinema 
Foundation on December 24, 2022. (FCF)

Front cover of the Persian edition 
of “Events Management”. 

Director and writer Maryam Shabani’s troupe performs “Fatima” at Osveh Hall in Tehran.
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There is reward for kindness to every living thing.
Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:05        Evening: 17:18         Dawn: 5:43 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 7:13  (tomorrow)

“Events Management” published in Persian
TEHRAN – “Events Management”, 

co-authored by Glenn Bowdin, 
Johnny Allen, William O’Toole, Rob 
Harris and Ian McDonnell has been 
published in Persian.

Hamshahri is the publisher of the 
book translated by Mehdi Ruzdar.

“Events Management” is the 
must-have introductory text 
providing a complete A to Z of the 
principles and practices of planning, 
managing and staging events. 

The book introduces the concepts 
of event planning and management, 
and presents the study of events 
management within an academic 
environment.

It also discusses the key 
components for staging an event, 
covering the whole process 
from creation to evaluation, and 
examines the events industry 
within its broader business context, 

covering impacts and event 
tourism.

The study gives an effective 
guide for producers of events, and 
provides learning objectives and 
review questions to consolidate 
learning.

Each chapter features a real-
life case study to illustrate key 
concepts and place theory in a 
practical context, as well as prepare 

students to tackle any challenges 
they may face in managing events. 

Examples include the Beijing 
Olympic Games, Google Zeitgeist 
Conference, International Confex, 
Edinburgh International Festival, 
Ideal Home Show and Glastonbury 
Festival.

Carefully constructed to 
maximize learning, the text provides 
the reader with a systematic guide 
to organizing successful events, 
examining areas such as staging, 
logistics, marketing, human 
resource management, control 
and budgeting, risk management, 
impacts, evaluation and reporting.

The book also carries fully 
revised and updated content 
including new chapters on 
sustainable development and 
events, perspectives on events, and 
expanded content on marketing, 

legal issues, risk and health and 
safety management.

Glenn Bowdin is the director 
of the UK Centre for Events 
Management, Leeds Metropolitan 
University.

Johnny Allen is the foundation 
director of the Australian Centre for 
Event Management, University of 
Technology, Sydney, Australia.

William O’Toole is an international 
events development specialist. He 
assists councils, cities, regions, 
countries and companies to grow 
their events portfolio and create 
their long-term events program. 

Rob Harris is the director of 
the Australian Centre for Event 
Management and a senior lecturer 
at the University of Technology, 
Sydney.

Ian McDonnell is a senior lecturer 
at the University of Technology.

Play presents life of Hazrat 
Fatima (SA) in seven stages  
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Russia seeks Iran’s collaboration for alt-Oscars 

Iliya and Haifa

Frome Page 1  Speaking at the opening 
ceremony, Tonkikh said that they plan to 
launch a film society of the Caspian states and 
a Eurasia film academy with contributions 
from Iranian film organizations.

He also added that Iran and Russia have a 
lot in common, based upon which they can 
join forces to form a unique award equivalent 
to the Oscars.

Positive results were produced from a 
meeting held by the Russian delegation and 
the Farabi Cinema Foundation to discuss the 
issues, Tonkikh asserted.  

Cinema Organization of Iran director 
Mohammad Khazaei also attended the 
opening ceremony of the program entitled 
“Russian Film Days”.

“By its monopolistic position, the West 

has always challenged the principles of our 
cultural heritage, art and civilization,” said 
Khazaei in a brief speech.

“In this way, the West uses the means of 
sanctioning to get what it wants,” he added 
and noted, “The idea of sanctioning in the 
cultural fields is doomed to failure.”

The Russian Film Days began by screening 
“Don’t Bury Me without Ivan” directed by 
Lyubov Borisova.

The film follows Yakut Stepan Beresekov 
who periodically falls into a lethargic sleep. 
Only a Russian, the son of a priest, Ivan Popov, 
can distinguish his condition from real death. 
But Popov is going on a long ethnographic 
expedition. Stepan decides to follow his savior 
so as not to be buried alive.

“Elsa’s Land” (2020) and “Are You Alive?” 
(2022) have been selected to be screened in 
the three-day program, which ends today.

An interview with Hojjatoleslam  
Mohsen Abbasi

“Haifa and Iliya” is the title of a story 
collection on which two volumes have been 

published thus far. Children and teenagers are 
the main target audience for these stories. 
In these stories, they learn how the enemy 
attacks Islamic society and what correct and 
incorrect actions Muslims can take.

The stories in this collection are set in two 
villages, Iliya and Haifa. In Iliya, the people are 
Muslim and Shiite, while in Haifa, the people 
are Jewish.

* What made you write these stories? 
I learned from Surah Al-Imran verse 118 

that God asked us not to choose friends from 
non-Muslims because they want us to suffer 
hardship. My goal was to teach the children 
the importance of this. As a result, I decided 
to write a story about two cities, one of which 
is populated by Muslims and Shiites, and the 
other by Jews. Jews use Muslims’ secrets 
against them.

* Do the cities have a specific reason for 
their names?

The name Iliya means Ali in Hebrew, and 
Imam Ali is a Shiite symbol. Haifa is one of 
Israel’s most important cities.

* What made you decide to convert the 
book from an audio version to a text book?

These days, while social media have 
expanded so much, I still believe that 
books are the best and important tools for 
understanding the truth. Second, I would like 
all children to read books more than spending 
time on social media.

* What other subjects were you looking 
for to teach children besides secret keeping 
and penetration?

I also wanted to teach the role of leadership 
in today’s society, and that one of the main 
factors in the success of the union is its 
leadership. “Iliya and Haifa” tries to teach 
the children this tradition and law that is 
emphasized in Islamic teachings.

Architecture:  Islamic, pre-Safavid 

Architecture: Safavid to Qajar periods

Part 3

The last morphological unit of Iranian architecture 
to emphasize is the wall. As such it is obviously 
not unique to Iran, but it acquired certain peculiar 
characteristics in Iran. 

There are several reasons for this: the limitations 
of brick as the main medium of construction; the 
lack of true column tradition; the absence of well-
developed means to light interiors. 

As a result the wall became one of the most 
elaborate elements in a monument. Grandiose and 
grandiloquent in the mosque of Ali Shah in Tabriz, it 
is pure design in the Gonbad-e Qabus. 

In the mausoleum of the Samanids its construction 
and decoration became one, while in the Kharraqan 
mausoleums it supports an elaborate decoration. 

In Isfahan’s north dome it reflects the 
superstructure, but in Khargerd or Ologh Beg’s 
madrasa in Samarkand it is articulated by 
extraordinary color designs. 

This variety of treatment applies not only 
to the wall’s surface, but also to its shape, for 
one of the peculiarities of Iranian architectural 
supports is that almost all of them (some early 
exceptions notwithstanding) tend to become 
segments of walls.

Further investigations will no doubt bring out 
additional morphological elements in Iranian 
architecture, but the important point is that there did 
not always exist a clear and consistent correlation 
between forms and functions. At times converging, 
they had very different histories.

Decoration and esthetic values: The techniques 
of architectural decoration found in Iranian Islamic 
architecture are quite varied: stucco, brick, terra 
cotta, faience mosaic, tiles, carved wood, in any 
combination. 

The history and stylistic definition of these 
techniques still remain to be written. This is also true 
of the designs and motifs used on them: writing, 
vegetal designs, geometry, much more rarely 
figural themes. At this stage of our knowledge we 
can only outline two broad questions about Iranian 
architectural decoration.

The first of these is whether there was an 
iconography of architectural decoration or whether 
much of it should be considered simply as ornament. 

The hypothesis is that most of it was not 
mere ornament, if one excepts obvious devices 
emphasizing for instance detail of construction. 

At times, as in palaces (usually only known 
through texts), there was a concrete iconography 
of decoration—illustrations of Persian epics, for 
instance, or, in mosques, precisely chosen Quranic 
references. 

Much more frequently decoration served to create 
a spiritual or sensuous mood, without concrete 
meanings necessarily attributed to any one motif. 

There is the mood of geometric patterning, 
which derives directly from Islamic concerns 
for mathematical theory and which is also an 
expression of a certain rational conception of 
divine and natural reality. 

Then there is the mood of luxuriance, brilliant 
flowers and pseudo gardens, festivals of colors, in 
which the beholder’s eye is lost; it is possible that this 
mood is a reflection of a paradisiac vision of another 
world, serving to suggest that the monument of 
architecture (especially religious) is an intimation of 
an esoteric reality. 

In secular buildings it may rather be wealth or 
pleasure which is thus suggested, but information for 
the period before 1500 is still too fragmentary. Much 
research is still needed before any interpretations 
are fully anchored.

The second question is perhaps more technical 
but quite important for history. It deals with schools 
of decorators and regional or chronological styles. 

Decorators moved a great deal throughout Iran, 
but we still do not know very well whether they 
carried with them original motifs and styles or 
whether they adapted themselves to whatever may 
have been required by patrons.

The last question about Iranian Islamic architecture 
is whether it possessed a unified esthetic outlook. 
Some writers have argued that a particularly Iranian 
sense of architectural and decorative values has 
permeated all Iranian architectural creation. 

Others have felt that the pre-Safavid Islamic 
centuries of Iran were a time of interchange with 
surrounding areas, and that overall period styles 
best characterize these centuries. 

It is perhaps not possible to settle the debate, 
as both propositions may well be true. Brick 
architecture, the ayvan, color decoration, sensuous 
forms, geometry, are all very Iranian features, 
some of which go back to pre-Islamic times, but 
their Islamic expression was perhaps much more 
culturally than ethnically definable.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

Concluded.

Part 1

Iranian architecture from the 16th to the 19th 
centuries is, not surprisingly, dominated by the 
Safavids. 

Though no accurate checklist has been drawn 
up, it is clear that within the present political 
borders of Iran several hundred buildings datable 
between 1502 and 1725 survive. 

No previous dynasty can rival this total. Some 
conceptual framework is therefore needed to 
encompass such a varied mass of material, and this 
framework will take precedence in the following 
account over detailed analyses of individual buildings. 

Three broad headings suggest themselves: 
the political context of Safavid architecture, the 
type, quantity, distribution, and time scale of this 
architecture, and its stylistic development.

Political context: At first sight these times would 
seem auspicious for great architectural projects: 
many shahs reigned for a period of between 25 and 
about 50 years. 

But despite this continuity, sustained architectural 
campaigns occurred only sporadically, for several of 
these monarchs (e.g., Esmail I or Thamasp) failed to 
provide the necessary impetus from the top. 

As a result the period of 1500 1590 is remarkably 
devoid of great architecture. With the accession of 
Shah Abbas this situation changed dramatically, and 
the reason was precisely that not only the monarch 
but his courtiers too—physicians (e.g., Masjed-e 
Hakim, Isfahan), generals, amirs, chamberlains, 
major domos and governors—began to build. 

Their joint activity and emulation sufficed to 
transform Isfahan beyond recognition. Beyond 
the orbit of the court there may have existed 
a class of merchant patrons whose financial 
support would help to explain the large number 
of lavish Safavid bazaars (Qazvin, Kerman, Kashan 
and Qom apart from Isfahan itself), but the shah 
himself still played the preeminent role, and his 
foundations were inspired by motives as much 
political and economic as religious. 

To be continued.
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