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Foreign Ministry, Judiciary to

Punish Gen. Soleimani Assassins

» Page 2

“Fascist” Israeli
cabinet sworn in
amid Palestinian UN
“victory”

Benjamin Netanyahu's newly formed cab-
inet has been officially sworn in despite re-
ceiving no favorable headlines from around
the world.

Even some lIsraeli media outlets have re-
ferred to the new cabinet as the most right-
wing during the entity’s decades-long history.

Israel, as a colonialist regime, has always
been viewed as an extremist right-wing oc-
cupation committing atrocities and Palestin-
ian do not see much difference between any
Israeli cabinets over the past seven decades.

All the regime’s cabinets have committed
crimes against humanity that included war
crimes, genocide, the mass slaughter of chil-
dren, the ongoing ethnic cleansing campaign
along with so many other violations of inter-
national law.

However, the newly formed Netanyahu
cabinet is perhaps the most extreme and
right-wing and that’s according to Israel’s
so-called leftist parties who are afraid that it
will result in an increased number of retalia-
tory operations by the Palestinians. » Page 5

Paris was forced to
acknowledge reality
about Iran regional
influence: MP

TEHRAN - A senior Iranian lawmaker has
commented on remarks by French President
Emmanuel Macron regarding Iranian influ-
ence in the region, saying the remarks were
made out of desperation.

The lawmaker, Abbas Moqtadaei, who is
the deputy chief the Iranian Parliament’s Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy Commit-
tee, said that the French now have to change
their policy on Iran out of desperation.

President Macron has recently said that
problems on the West Asia region can only be
resolved within a framework that includes
Iran. » Page 3

| was illegally
removed from FFIRI
presidency: Azizi
Khadem

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Shahabeddin Azizi Khadem, for-
mer president of the Football Federation of
the Islamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI), believes
that he was illegally removed from the pres-
idency of the federation.

Azizi Khadem broke his silence about his
short time as the president of the FFIRI in an
interview with Iran state-run TV.

“l don’t like to say that | am the former
president of the football federation. | would
rather say | am the illegally removed from
presidency of the federation,” he said.

Members of the federation’s board of di-
rectors held an extraordinary meeting in
February 2021 in which Azizi Khadem was re-
moved from the presidency of the federation
per article 35, paragraph 14 of the FFIRI Stat-
utes. Then the Ethics Committee of the FFIRI
banned him for two years from all football
activities. » Page 3
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By Mehdi Garshasbi

TEHRAN - With around 1,186 kilometers of
shoreline, 300 kilometers of sea border, 746
kilometers of maritime waterway, and 34 ki-
lometers length of commercial and fishing
docks, the southwestern Khuzestan province

is full of capacity for increasing the country’s
share of regional and global trade.

The seven ports of the province, namely
Imam Khomeini, Khorramshahr, Abadan, Sa-
jafi, Shadegan, Choebdeh, and Arvandkenar,
have a total nominal capacity of more than

70 million tons per year, with Imam Khomei-
ni Port holding the lion’s share of 60 million
tons.

Some 13,000 individuals are working in the
provincial ports which have a total population
of 917,000 approximately. » Page &

IMF sees a positive outlook for Iranian economy in 2023

TEHRAN - Drawing a positive outlook for
the Iranian economy in 2023, the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) has predicted that
10 major indicators of the Iranian economy
would experience growth and improvement
in the mentioned year compared to 2022.

Based on the IMF data, Iran’s Gross Domes-

tic Product (GDP) based on the purchasing
power index will grow by $91 billion or two
percent in 2023 to reach $1.7 trillion.

Meanwhile, Iran’s GDP per capita is also ex-
pected to increase by $865 based on the pur-
chasing power index to reach $19,528 in 2023
from $18,663 in 2022.
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Ruholamin’s commemorative painting of
Gen. Soleimani on huge Tehran billboard

TEHRAN - Tehran’s largest billboard in Vali-e Asr Square has been dedicated to
a poster bearing a painting done by Hassan Ruholamin to pay tribute to Lieuten-

ant-General Qassem Soleimani on the third anniversary of his assassination.

Page 8

IMF sees Iran’s GDP excluding oil grow by
two percent in 2023, and the growth of the
country’s economy including oil will be 21
percent this year.

The inflation rate in Iran is predicted to be
40 percent in 2023, registering no change
compared to 2022.» Page 4

Tehran, Caracas
to develop
technological co-op

TEHRAN - Medicines, vaccines, agricultur-
al products, environmental products, medi-
cal equipment, information technology, and
telecommunications are the fields of coop-
eration between Iran and Venezuela.

Recently, the technological ties have been
strengthened between the two countries,
Rouhollah Stiri, director of the internation-
al business development office of the Vice
Presidency for Science and Technology, said.

Earlier this month, a delegation from Iran
visited Caracas and introduced the achieve-
ments of various knowledge-based fields to
the Venezuelan investors, he explained, IRIB
reported.

Venezuela is a relatively wealthy country
whose high inflation rate has been well-con-
trolled in recent years. The trade relations
with Iran can be done through the exchange
of goods, he said. » Page 7

Iran eyes UNESCO tag for its Sassanid fortress

TEHRAN - Iran has completed an all-inclu-
sive dossier for its Qale Falak-ol-Aflak, which
is a Sassanid era (224-651) fortress locat-
ed in Khorramabad, the capital of Lorestan
province, in a bid to nominate it for UNESCO
status, the tourism minister has said.

As a symbol of Iranian history, culture, and
civilization, the castle is being prepared for
possible inclusion in UNESCQ’s prestigious

list, said Ezzatollah Zarghami on Friday, while
visiting the historical structure.

A major obstacle to the registration of this
ancient castle was that parts of it were at the
disposal of the armed forces in recent years,
the minister added.

However, the issue was overcome by the gov-
ernor of Lorestan and by the parliamentarians,

and the armed forces will be transferred to an-
other location in the near future, he explained.

In December, President Ebrahim Raisi paid
a visit to the ancient fortress. He was accom-
panied by members of his cabinet, including
the Energy Minister, Industry, Mining, and
Trade Minister, Agriculture Minister, Culture
Minister as well as Cooperatives, and Labor
and Social Welfare Minister. » Page 6
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Tehran Papers T,

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

A positive but
insufficient step

In reaction to the appointment of the
new head of the central bank, Etemad
also ran a story headlined ‘A positive but
insufficient step’ Three economic experts
told the publication that the success of
the new appointment depends on solving
issues beyond his authority. » Page 2

Ayatollah Mesbah

L] ‘ [ ]
Yazdiwas ‘prominent,
[ ] L] L] L] ,.
influential jurist’”:
Raisi

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ayatollah
Seyed Ebrahim Raisi has praised the late
Ayatollah Mohammad Tagi Mesbah Yazdi as
a great jurist.

Speaking at a commemorative ceremony
held on the occasion of the second anniver-
sary of the death of Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi,
President Raisi said that “our society today can

reach knowledge and practice by knowing the
character of Ayatollah Mesbah”» Page 3

Israel to fall due to its
very essence, Iran says

TEHRAN- Benjamin Netanyahu who has
taken the helm again in Israel has received
criticism from Iran’s Foreign Ministry for
repeating unfounded accusations against
Tehran, stating that the Zionist regime is in-
herently decaying.

“The Zionist regime’s same old prime minister
who is known to all seeks to fabricate an identity
for himself and the illegitimate regime of Israel by
repeating his bogus claims against Iran,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani said on his
Twitter account on Friday. » Page 2

Gen. Soleimani, al-Muhandis
played important partin
countering terrorism: envoy

TEHRAN- Iran’s ambassador to Iraq
stressed on Friday that Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani and Abu-Mahdi al-Mu-
handis, the deputy chief of the Popular Mobi-
lization Forces (PMF) played a pivotal part in
the victory over terrorism.

Speaking with Iraq’s Al-Ahd News Agen-
cy on the commemoration of the 3rd mar-
tyrdom anniversary of the two resistance
commanders, Ambassador Mohammad-Ka-
zem Ale-Sadeq noted that “those martyr
commanders shouldered the heavy burden
of encountering Daesh terrorists, and mar-
tyr Soleimani rushed to Iraq during the first
hours of the Daesh invasion of Irag.” » Page 2
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TEHRAN PAPERS
A positive but insufficient step

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in Yesterday's Iranian newspapers.

from page 1 » Iran’s economy is looking forward to positive events such as the approval of FATF or
facilitating the entry and exit of currency and even the lifting of sanctions, which are possible with new
decisions and changes in foreign policy, the publication stated.

Unless the foreign policy reforms are made, even the best economic teams are not able to make
fundamental changes, however they can reduce the pace of economic collapse and prevent the negative
economic growth in various fields, money and banking expert Kamran Nedri told Etemad.

In the current situation, changing people in managerial posts does not appear effective, however,
changing policies does. As long as the macro policies are not changed, it is not possible to take a fun-
damental step in the path to economy, noted Ahmed Hatami-Yazdi, the former managing director of
Saderat bank.

“The first problem of the central bank in the current situation is the lack of foreign currency to control
supply and demand, and the second one is an underground economy, and third, foreign currencies are
abroad and out of the system’s control,” Abbass Hashi, a money and banking expert, remarked.

On the competence of the new head of the central bank, Hashi said Farzin does not make impulsive
decisions as he believes in professional work and has practical work experience.

Vatan-e Emrooz: Foreign currency stabilization policies

The Vatan-e Emrooz newspaper analyzed the policies of the new governor of the central bank to
prevent the upward trend of foreign currency price.

The publication said increasing interest rates and bond interest rates are the plans that the new
central banker will follow to deal with the rising inflation and currency price.

Russia, during the war in Ukraine, implemented this policy simultaneously as the unprecedented
sanctions imposed on the country, especially on its energy exports by Europe. The policy increased the
interest rate by 2 times and brought it to about 20%. On the other hand, it severely limited capital flight,
which brought the value of the ruble back to pre-war levels.

The report claimed that the Russian monetary policy is the one chosen by Mohammad-Reza Farzin.
Jomhouri Eslami: Comprehensive approach needed to reform economic system

Jomhouri Eslami, in its editorial, criticized replacing the central banker and wrote that the problem is
not only in the management of the central bank. Rather, it said, the economic management system is
severely inefficient. Taking a look at any of the sub-categories of the economic ministries, the unorga-
nized process is quite evident.

You can hope that the new chief banker to solve the currency problem and restore the value of the
national currency to its real position only if you lift the sanctions and remove the existing international
obstacles on the way to trade and economic interactions, it argued.

Arman-e Melli: Caught in development trap

Today’s world is in a very complicated situation and a few mistakes can lead to numerous problems
even for the biggest economic powers, so countries like Iran, that lack a development model, are caught
in the trap of development, a researcher on political economy said in an interview with Arman-e Melli.

In line with sustainable development, there should be economic prosperity in the country, social and
political participation should be strengthened as well as social justice, and natural resources should be
protected, however, all of these have been weakened over the past 20 years, Kamal Athari remarked.

In fact, different classes of society such as women, youth, farmers and others reacted and protested
against the loss of development principles, he said, adding, the protestors were demanding their right
to development, which have been lost.

He further suggested that the Iranian society needs to move from the primary ideology to a superior
ideology. In the superior ideology, development patterns must be defined and different social and po-
litical forces must be aligned to realize the pattern, the researcher pointed out.

Kayhan: Who helped the sanctioners?

The conservative Kayhan newspaper argued in a commentary that reformists gave America and Eu-
rope an excuse to avoid cancelling sanctions with supporting the unrest.

The newspaper, finding fault with the reform faction, stated that “their media tried to highlight the
right to protest, human rights, and women'’s rights, create widespread and deep belief in the unrest,
blame the regime for the riots, and introduce riots as ‘protest’ and ‘rioters’ as ordinary people.”

Their actions encouraged the enemies to intensify threats and sanctions against Iran, to create social
insecurity, economic crisis and a sudden increase in inflation, the author claimed.

The author concluded that they [reformists] are the culprits in the intensification of sanctions and
these political losers are the real beneficiaries of the sanctions, who seek their survival through weak-
ening the economy.

Air defense systems intercept,

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei on Saturday called Aya-
tollah Mohammad Taghi Mesbah
Yazdi highly incredibly intelligent
and creative.

“The late Mohammad Taghi Mes-
bah Yazdi possessed distinctive
traits,” the Leader said in an address
to the second international confer-
ence honoring the late ayatollah.

The second international con-
gress commemorating Ayatollah
Mesbah Yazdi took place on Sat-
urday in Tehran in the presence of
President Ebrahim Raisi, a few intel-
lectuals, military brass, and national
authorities.

“Remembering Mr. Mesbah is one
of the duties,” the Leader declared.
“Retaining his legacy entails keep-
ing his manner alive.”

Ayatollah Khamenei described
Ayatollah Meshah Yazdi as a person
possessing distinctive qualities.

The Leader listed his exceptional
qualities as being very knowledge-
able, smart and innovative thinker,
clear speaker, unending and ex-
clusive motivation, good and out-

Leader: Late Mesbah
was in-credibly
intelligent, creative

standing behavior, and spirituality.

“Death is for everyone, but his
path should continue and it should
not be closed,” underlined Ayatollah
Khamenei.

The Leader of the Revolution

stated that “his views should be
uncovered and publicized via his
works.”

As an Iranian Shia theologian,

philosopher, and political theo-
rist, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi was

the spiritual head of the “Front of
Islamic Revolution Stability” who
passed away on January 1,2021.

Ayatollah Meshah regarded a
loyal Hezbollah advocate: Nasral-
lah

Addressing the congress, Hez-
bollah chief Seyed Hassan Nasrallah
also stated that Ayatollah Mesbah
was one of the most ardent sup-
porters of the Lebanese Resistance.

“In the Islamic world, Ayatollah
Mesbah possesses a distinctive and
remarkable personality. Seminaries
recognize him as a forward-think-
ing philosopher;” Nasrallah stated in
his message to the conference.

“He was a forerunner in the pres-
ervation of Islam and the Islamic
Revolution,” the message read.

Nasrallah pointed out, “He used
to come to Lebanon and meet with
us. He used to go to the border
points and talk to the Resistance
forces”

“Mesbah was a godly man. His
emotional connection to Hezbollah
was quite strong, as he revealed and
explained in his words. We gave him
our whole support,” Nasrallah said.

Foreign Ministry, Judiciary to punish Gen. Soleimani assassins

T T

TEHRAN - Abbas Ali Kadkhodaie, the head of an
Iranian special committee tasked with prosecuting
suspects in the assassination of General Soleimani
in domestic and foreign courts, remarked on Sat-
urday that numerous institutions in Iran, including
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the country’s
justice system, had made some positive steps to
punish Gen. Soleimani’s assassins.

Delivering a speech in a specialized roundtable
concentrating on fighting terrorism and extrem-
ism in the West Asia region, Kadkhodaie, a legal
expert, censured the USS. for assassinating Lieu-
tenant General Qassem Soleimani.

It was an act of state terrorism and a blatant
disregard for all rules and conventions of interna-
tional law, said Kadkhodaie, a legal expert.

The official also said that an indictment to pros-
ecute suspects in the case is nearing completion.

Iranian judges and prosecutors have been
working on the case to ensure a favorable legal
conclusion, the former member of the Guardian
Council stated.

Kadkhodaie referred to the assassination of
General Soleimani as an abominable crime and
demanded that all those who were culprits should
be held to account.

He stated that by assassinating General Solei-
mani, the U.S. had breached all of its international
commitments, including non-interference in the
internal affairs of other countries, compliance
with human rights standards, and respect for na-
tions’ sovereignty and independence.

He emphasized that the U.S. has been unable to
defend the assassination, which he called a “clear
example of state terrorism.

Asserting that Tehran was in the forefront of
the battle against terrorist organizations like
Daesh when General Soleimani was martyred,
Kadkhodaie reaffirmed Iran’s plan to confront and
resist outsiders in the West Asia region.

“General Soleimani bolstered Iran’s global power”

Speaking in the roundtable held at the Foreign
Ministry Institute for Political and International
Studies, the spokesman for Iran’s Foreign Ministry
also emphasized that one of General Soleimani’s
key traits was his capacity to increase both do-
mestic and global power in support of the resis-
tance front.

“Martyr Soleimani had a multifaceted person-
ality which is important to carefully examine both
his multifaceted traits and philosophical school in
accordance with the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion’s directives,” Nasser Kanaani asserted.

The spokesman noted that General Soleimani
was a national and unifying figure, as the Leader
said, as well as having the ability to bring about
power for the country and being a non-factional
figure.

He also added that the martyr could increase
the power of Islam, the region, and Iran on the
global stage.

Kanaani continued by saying that since the
great commander’s life and martyrdom gave rise
to power, the “haughty” U.S. chose to murder him
openly because they could not resist his unfailing
traits and characteristics.

He said that the enemies planned the terror-
ist attack because they thought the fallout from
Soleimani’s assassination was more tolerable
than his inspiring persona.

The diplomat stated that his assassination in-
creased Iran’s influence and that all saw how his
funeral march was “inspiring”.

“US. misdeeds in assassinating Gen. Soleimani
will go down in history”

Former Iranian ambassador to Iraq, Iraj Masjedi,
termed the U.S. assassination of General Soleima-
ni as a historical crime.

He underscored that the legal and judicial pur-
suit of those responsible for such a heinous crime
and those who assisted the Americans will imme-
diately begin.

Martyr Soleimani’s visits to Irag were all formal
and at Irag’s request, the former diplomat noted.

Cautioning the ramifications of the U.S. crime,
he added that the Americans’ devilish action
showed their true image to the people of the re-
gion, particularly the Iragis.

He also emphasized that martyr Soleimani was
arole model in battling terrorism.

As their convoy departed Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport in January 2020, General Soleimani,
his Iragi trenchmate Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis, the
second-in-command of the PMU, and his certain
deputies were assassinated by a drone strike that
was specifically ordered by the White House.

against the takfiri Daesh terrorist organization,
notably in Iraq and Syria, both leaders enjoyed
great respect throughout West Asia.

Iranian officials have reiterated time and time
again that Tehran will definitely exact retribution
on the terrorists who planned and carried out the
attack on the anti-terror hero.

Tehran has emphasized that because it is un-
predictable when and where attacks would occur,
Americans and Zionists should not take its threat
of retaliation lightly. Tehran is serious about taking
vengeance for the assassination of Martyr Solei-
mani.

Days later, in retaliation, the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC) launched a barrage of mis-
siles towards the U.S.-run Ein Al-Assad airbase in
the western province of Al-Anbar in Irag. The mis-
sile assault was called a “first slap” by Iran.

At least 110 American service members suf-
fered “traumatic brain injuries” during the coun-
terattack on the base, according to the Pentagon.

Iran has requested that Interpol should issue
a red notice for all perpetrators and planners of
General Soleimani’s assassination.

Numerous more individuals have been named
by Tehran as having ties to the intended terrorist
act, including former U.S. President Donald Trump,
Pentagon officials, and American soldiers sta-
tioned in the region.

Based on a statement issued by the Iranian
Foreign Ministry, the assassination of General
Soleimani was ordered, carried out, or assisted by
a number of people, including Trump, former Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo, and former National
Security Advisor John Bolton.

Gen. Soleimani, al-Muhandis played important part in countering terrorism: envoy

down drones in drills

TEHRAN - Iranian manufactured air defense
systems have intercepted and shot down hos-
tile drones during large-scale military exercises,
which the Army has undertaken in a zone span-
ning from the country’s southeastern ports and
waters to the northern tip of the Indian Ocean,
Press TV reported.

During the main stage of the Zolfagar 1401
joint drills on Saturday, Army forces practiced
detection and downing of a range of aerial tar-
gets with various radars and advanced home-
grown air defense systems.

The low-altitude Majid air defense missile
system and the Khatam artillery fire control
system were employed, and they could down
several unmanned aerial vehicles.

Majid is an agile electro-optical air defense
missile system, and reportedly has an opera-
tional range of eight kilometers. It is equipped
with a long-range thermal optical system, and
is paired with the Khatam artillery fire control
system to hit designated targets.

Also on Saturday, the Army’s reconnais-

sance drones surveyed the war game zone, and
transmitted the collected intelligence and tak-

en topographic images to the joint operations
command center.

Combat drones carried out close air sup-
port (CAS) operations and attacked ground
sites as well.

Moreover, the attack helicopters of the Air-
borne Division of the Army’s Ground Force un-
dertook sorties in turbulent weather conditions.

The drills kicked off late on Thursday night,
and feature parts of the infantry, armored and
mechanized units, surface, sub-surface and
flying vessels, air defense systems, members
of the marine commando force, and strategic
bombers.

The drill spokesman, Brigadier General Alireza
Sheikh, said the exercises are meant to promote
training and combat readiness and implement-
ing some operational and intelligence plans to
improve the security of the region.

The commander of the military exercises,
Deputy Army Chief Rear Admiral Habibollah Say-
yari, said earlier on Thursday that the maneu-
vers bear the message that regional countries
can ensure peace in their neighborhood through
joint cooperation, without relying on outsiders.

from page 1 » The Iranian am-
bassador stated that the lJihadi
efforts of General Soleimani and
his companion warrior al-Mu-
handis remain memorable, as
their preparations led to the
breakdown of the terrorists in
their operations in Iraq.

Based on the remarks made
by Ale-Sadeq, many of the young
individuals living in the region are

now graduates of the school that
General Soleimani founded for re-
sistance against terrorism.

In reference to General Solei-
mani’s leadership in the fight
against terrorism, the ambassa-
dor stated, “It is impossible even
to listthe innumerable services of-
fered by martyr Soleimani during
the years of his proliferous life
in various levels and in various

fields”

Donald Trump, the former U.S.
president, ordered the assassi-
nation of both General Soleimani
and al-Muhandis in early January
2020 near Baghdad'’s internation-
alairport.

Daesh celebrated the assassi-
nation of General Soleimani, the
legendary commander in the fight

against terrorism.

General Soleimani saved thou-
sands of lives from Daesh terror-
ists, whose savagery rattled the
world.

Daesh terrorists, whose bar-
baric acts made al-Qaeda look
rather moderate, butchered men
of different sects and enslaved
women.

Israel to fall due to its very essence, Iran says

from page 1 » The Tel Aviv regime has spent
more than 70 years trying to resolve its iden-
tity issue, Kanaani said, noting Israel's name
is synonymous with genocide, pillage, forced
relocation, and numerous other terrible atroc-
ities.

“This is an interpretation of the misguided
policies and actions of Britain, the U.S,, and
certain European nations in backing the ille-
gitimate regime,” the spokesman added.

Kanaani proceeded, “Palestine is not de-
stroyable, and decline is inherent in the Zionist

“Palestine is not destroyable”

regime’s nature and essence.”

Netanyahu laid forth three major objectives
for his coalition government during his first
cabinet meeting, the first of which was to halt
Iran’s nuclear development.

Netanyahu, who served as prime minis-
ter from 1996 to 1999 and again from 2009
to 2021, underlined his steadfast opposition
to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), often known as the Iran nuclear deal,
in a previous interview with Saudi-owned
Al-Arabiya TV.

Netanyahu purportedly said that “the JCPOA
is a horrible agreement because it allowed Iran
basically with international approval, to devel-
op a nuclear and basically an atomic arsenal
paved with gold, with hundreds of billions of
dollars of sanction relief”

Additionally, Netanyahu’s cabinet pledged
to push additional anti-Palestinian measures
and to increase the size of illegal settlements
in the occupied West Bank.



Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi was

‘prominent, influentia

Frome Page 1 » President
Raisi pointed out that Ayatollah
Mesbah was one of the prominent
and influential teachers in the
field of ethics and he was also an
outstanding jurist in the field of
practice and rulings.

According to Ayatollah Raisi, if
someone’s speech, actions and
thinking were the manifestation
of jurisprudence, he is a perfect
jurist. “The speech of such a
person reminds us of God and his
actions are also manifestations
of jurisprudence,” he continued.

Raisi emphasized that
Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi was
one of the fighters against the
Pahlavi regime. “He has left some
statements in this regard and he
was fighting against the worst
of things, which was the Pahlavi
regime,” Raisi said. “And after the
[1979], he supported with all his
might the best of things that is
the Islamic Republic”

Ayatollah Raisi added, “The
late Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi
knew deviations well and fought
against them well. For this
reason, he was called the Ammar
Yaser of the Revolution. He was
very excellent in the field of the
Clarification Jihad”

Raisi noted, “He confronted
deviant ideas and seditionists
who wanted to bring chaos to
the region, and he was one of the
models of this confrontation and
resistance alongside the martyred
general Qassem Soleimani.”

Ayatollah Mesbah died in
early 2021 at the age of 85 due
to gastrointestinal disease. A
philosopher and political theorist,
the ayatollah was a member of
the Assembly of Experts and the
Society of the Seminary Teachers
of Qom. He also founded the
Bagir-ul-Uloom Institute and then
the Imam Khomeini Education and
Research Institute in the city of
Qom, which he headed for the rest
of his life.

Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei expressed his
condolences over the demise
of prominent cleric, saying he
himself is mourning the demise
of a “dear brother”

In a message, the Leader said
Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi’s demise
is a loss for the seminary and the

Islamic studies.

“l received the news of the
demise of Ayatollah Hajj Sheikh
Muhammad-Tagi Misbah Yazdi
- a spiritual scholar and a
mujahid fagih and hakim - with
considerable grief and sorrow.
This is a grave loss for Islamic
seminaries and for Islamic ethics
in general,” the Leader said in the
message. “He was an outstanding
thinker and a competent
manager who had an eloquent
tongue in telling the truth and
who stood firm on the straight
path. His services in producing
religious thoughts, in writing
instructive books, in training
brilliant and influential pupils and
in showing his presence in all the
arenas where his presence was
necessary are really and truly
unique.”

Ljurist’: Raisi

He added, “From his youth
until the end of his life, piety
and devoutness were his eternal
qualities and the blessing of
treading on the path of towhidi
(Monotheistic)  understanding
was God’s great reward for his
long-term endeavor”

In the meantime, the Leader
condoled with the bereaved
family of the late ayatollah, his
students and the seminary.

“Being in mourning myself
for the loss of this old-time and
dear brother of ours, | express
my condolences to his esteemed
family, his honorable children
and his relatives, and | extend my
condolences to the pupils and
admirers of that great teacher
and to the Islamic seminaries,” the
Leader said.

Iran, Azerbaijan FMs discuss bilateral ties

TEHRAN - The top diplomats of Iran and
the Republic of Azerbaijan held a phone
conversation on Saturday morning in which
they discussed bilateral relations.

According to a Fars News report, Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
and his Azerbaijani counterpart, Jeyhun
Bayramov, exchanged views on the latest
about Tehran-Baku relations.

The last time Amir Abdollahian and
Bayramov spoke over the phone was in
mid-November when the Iranian foreign
minister expressed dissatisfaction with
some “unrealistic” remarks by Azerbaijani
officials.

In the November conversation, Amir
Abdollahian “voiced dissatisfaction with
some unrealistic statements made in recent
days, describing respect for countries’
sovereignty and territorial integrity as well
as non-interference in their domestic affairs
as an important and fundamental principle””
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“He said that official and diplomatic
channels are the best path for resolving
misunderstandings  and  differences,
emphasizing that brining up such issues
in media will not only fail to help their
settlement but pave the way for enemies to
exploit them,” according to a statement by
the Iranian foreign ministry.

The Iranian foreign minister said the

expansion of ties with neighbors including
Azerbaijan Republic is a priority of the

Islamic Republic’s foreign policy agenda,
stressing the necessity to promote all-out
ties between the two countries.

He invited his Azeri counterpart to join the
Iranian initiative for an event, named the 3+3
meeting, in Tehran as a format designed to
resolve regional issues through diplomatic
ways.

For his part, the Azeri foreign minister
pointed to a recent meeting between the
presidents of the two countries in Astana,
describing the talks and contacts between
officials in Tehran and Baku as positive.

Jeyhun Bayramov expressed Azerbaijan
Republic’s readiness to enhance ties with
Iran and resolve misunderstandings.

The two sides also stressed the necessity
to continue and promote links between
different sectors and institutions of
the two countries in order to enhance
friendly relations and settle possible
misunderstandings.

Paris was forced to acknowledge reality about

Iran’s regional influe

Frome Page 1 » “l have been
convinced from the beginning
that the questions on Lebanon,
Syria, and beyond can only be
resolved if we find a framework
for discussion including Iran,
given its influence in the region,”
he said on his way back to Paris
from Amman, where a regional
summit on Iraq took place.

Commenting on President
Macron’s remarks, Mogtadaei
said, “Iran’s regional position is a
native, endogenous and regional
issue, so it is not an issue that
Westerners and their presidents
have created in their words.”

He added, “In other words,
as a result of the resistance
of the Iranian people and
the increasing growth of our
country and all the deterring
dimensions, not only France
cannot create a break in the
path of the growth of the Islamic
Republic, but in order to be able
to live in this region, it is forced
to accept some things as reality
despite its inner desire.

Mogtadaei made the remarks
in an interview with the Iranian
Parliament ICANA news agency.

According to the Iranian
lawmaker, President Macron’s
comments showed how scared

he is of the future of Paris’
relations with Asian countries.

He added, “As an emerging
regional power, Iran has strong
tools to create effective security
grounds. Therefore, the French
are now forced to change their
policies due to their desperation,
fear and feeling of insecurity in
the West Asian region.”

Mogtadaei also said that
France’s stated and practical
polices are different. “Of course,
it must be admitted that this
action of the French is late
because Iran has recorded the
immorality of France, England
and Germany in its calculations
of international relations. In
the memory of the Iranian
nation, their bad promises have
remained.”

He stated, “The wall of
mistrust between Iran and
the three countries of France,
England and Germany has grown
higher”

The lawmaker concluded, “The
French should know that stability
and security in the West Asian
region is the responsibility of
the countries of this region and
they cannot act with all kinds of
conspiracies of the 19th century.
Now international relations have

changed and Asian countries are
working together, and Western
countries cannot have an
imperialist approach.”

In his remarks, Macron likened
Iranian influence in the region
to metastasis, saying it was his
responsibility to reduce it.

“The region looks with great
resentment at the West after
what happened in Irag and
Afghanistan and that is why
they say to us: ‘You don’t have
a lesson to give us’ So, one of
the countries that was a pole
of stability that you may not
have liked, you changed its
leadership and you didn't find
anything better, you just let the
ranians metastasize, so it's
your responsibility to reduce
that metastasis,” Macron said,
according to Le Monde.

Iran’s state news agency

nce: MP

IRNA has said that the French
president’s acknowledgment of
the necessity of Iran’s presence
in regional talks is due to its
influence in the region.

“The President of France
acknowledges the importance of
Iran,” it added.

The French president has
recently attended the second
edition of the Baghdad
Conference for Cooperation and
Partnership, which was held in
the Jordanian capital Amman.

Along with President Macron,
officials from Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, Kuwait, Jordan, Qatar,
Egypt, and the United Arab
Emirates attended the Baghdad
conference Il.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister
Hossein ~ Amir  Abdollahian
represented Iran and delivered a
speech at the summit.

Onthesidelines of the Baghdad
Conference Il in Jordan’s capital
Amman, Amir Abdollahian held
a meeting with the EU’s Foreign
Policy Chief Josep Borrel. At
the meeting, the key issues on
the agenda of Iran and the EU,
especially the state of the Vienna
talks, were discussed by the
two top diplomats, the Iranian
foreign ministry said.
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Persepolis defeat
Gol Gohar: IPL

TEHRAN - Persepolis football team defeated
Gol Gohar 2-0 on Matchday 14 of Iran Professional
League (IPL) on Saturday.

Gol Gohar’s player Amin Pourali missed a penalty
in the eighth minute in Sirjan.

Mohammad Omri gave the visiting team the lead
in the 49th minute and Sina Asadbeigi made it 2-0
with a long-range shot in the 79th minute.

Earlier in the day, Paykan defeated Sepahan
1-0 in Tehran courtesy of Mohammadali Kazemi’s
goal in the 77th minute.

Nassaji beat Tractor 2-0 in Ghaemshahr thanks
to goals from Reza Jafari and Alireza Ebrahimi in
the first half.

Mes Kerman and Malavan also played out a
goalless draw in Kerman.

Persepolis remain top with 29 points, two
points above Esteghlal.

Ex-Iran coach
Queiroz shortlisted
to lead Qatar: report

TEHRAN - Qatar Football Association (QFA) will
part company with head coach Felix Sanchez and
Carlos Queiroz is a candidate to replace the Spaniard.

The QFA has announced that Sanchez’s contract,
which expires on December 31, 2022, will not be
renewed, as a result both the parties will move
forward to start a new chapter.

“QFAand Felix Sanchez have decided together not
to extend into a new contract,” the statement reads.

The QFA confirmed it would decide on a
replacement shortly and there have been rumors
that former Iran coach Queiroz is a candidate to take
the role. An announcement though is not likely to be
made until the end of the Persian Gulf Cup.

Iran not to
participate at
French wrestling
tournament

TEHRAN - Iran Greco-Roman wrestling team
will not participate at the 2023 Grand Prix de
France Henri Deglane.

The competition will be held in Nice, France
from January 20 to 23.

Sajad Abbaspour (60kg), Shahin Boodaghi (72kg),
Alireza Arghash (77kg), Saeid Karimizadeh (87kg),
Vahid Dadkhah (97kg) and Morteza Alghousi (130kg)
were chosen to participate at the tournament but
head coach Hassan Rangraz announced that the six-
man team will not travel to France.

“We will not compete at the 2023 Grand
Prix de France Henri Deglane due to the
federation’s financial problems,” Rangraz told
Tasnim news agency.

The event is named after Deglane, who won
Olympic gold for France in the heavyweight category
at their home Paris Games in 1924.

Hadi Choopan
receives massive
hero’s welcome

TEHRAN - Hadi Chopin was greeted by a huge
crowd when he returned to Iran.

Choopan reached the pinnacle of the sport of
bodybuilding by winning the 2022 Mr. Olympia title.
Upon his return home to Iran, he was treated like a
hero by fans coming to see him.

He became the first Iranian bodybuilder to lift
the Sandow trophy. He dedicated his victory to the
women and people in the country. After years of work
in and out of the gym, Choopan earned the prize that
he has been working for — and it was not easy.

This year's competition was considered the
deepest group in Men’s Open history. Choopan
came in shredded once again and proved
superior during prejudging. He was able to
beat out Derek Lunsford and Nick Walker, who
finished second and third respectively. Big Ramy
was considered the favorite once again but fell to
fifth due to some imperfections.
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Hadi Choopan is featured in the documentary
Generation Iron Persia as the fan of the sport in the
country. It is extremely popular and it showed when
the Olympia champ return home to Shiraz, Iran.

In a recent Gl Exclusive Interview, coach Hany
Rambod detailed the prep for Choopan that
ultimately led to his victory. Many believe that
Hadi Choopan entered the 2021 competition in
good enough shape to be crowned champion.
He was just as shredded in 2022 but Rambod
explained how he put on 10 pounds of muscle
over the final two months of prep.

Choopan deserved the welcome that he got
following the 2022 Olympia. One thing that is for
sure is that he will look to hang onto the title for
as long as possible.

Roberto Torres
linked with Foolad:
report

TEHRAN - Roberto Torres Morales has been linked
with a move to Iranian top-flight club Foolad.

The Spanish media reported that the 33-year-old
midfielder has reached an agreement with Foolad.

He is a member of Spanish football club
Osasuna since 2007 but is going to part ways
with the La Liga side.

Torres was teammate with Javad Nekounam in
Osasuna. Nekounam currently heads Foolad.

The Spaniard will reportedly join Foolad in January
transfer windows.

Fatemeh Barmaki
chosen best
female Kurash
wrestler of year

TEHRAN - Fatemeh Barmaki of Iran was chosen
as best female Kurash wrestler of the year of 2022.

Barmaki won gold medals at the Asian Kurash
Championship in Tajikistan and World Senior Kurash
Championship in 2022 in the +87 kg weight class.

Umid Esanov (Uzbekistan) was chosen as the
best male athlete, Jeong Minwoo (South Korea)
was selected as the best male coach, Dilfuza
Rakhmatova (Uzbekistan) was picked as the best
female coach, Guy Ambeto (Congo) was chosen
the best male referee and Kayoko Moriyama
(Japan) was selected as the best female referee.

Kurash is an ancient type of upright jacket
grappling which originated in the territory of
modern Uzbekistan.

| was illegally
removed from
FFIRI presidency:
Azizi Khadem

Frome Page 1 » “l was scapegoated by
some people’s disagreements and personal
encounters with the football federation and
with me as well,” added the 44-year-old man.

When Azizi Khadem was elected as the
president of the FFIRI on February 28, 2021, the
Iran national team were on the verge of missing
the 2022 World Cup. Back-to-back defeats
against Bahrain and Irag had left Iran on the
brink of an early exit from the Asian qualifiers.

However, Dragan Skocic, former coach of the
national team, who had replaced Marc Wilmots,
did a great job and made Iran the first Asian
nation to book their place in the Qatar 2022
World Cup. All these events happened during the
presidency of Azizi Khadim.

“Eventhe most optimistic fans of Iranian football
didn't hope for the national team qualification
at that time,” said Azizi Khadem referring to the
problems of the federation at that time.

“It was a very pathetic situation because the
federation was running by an interim president
before me. Even with a draw, Iran would have
lost the World Cup, and Team Melli had to win
all four remaining matches.

“However, we made history. It was the
fastest World Cup qualification in the history
of our country’s football.

“The football federation in my time inspired
the development of Iranian sports,” Azizi
Khadem claimed.
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IMF sees a positive outlook for
Iranian economy in 2023

from page 1 » The International Monetary Fund
expects the rate of the country’s liquidity growth
to slow down in 2023. The liquidity growth that
reached 47.5 percent of GDP in 2022 will decrease
to 45.6 percent in 2023.

The budget deficit of the Iranian government
in 2023 will reach six percent of GDP, which is 1.8
percent higher than the figure in 2022.

The Iranian government'’s total revenues will
not change in 2023 compared to the previous
year. The Iranian government’s income in 2023
is estimated to be 83 percent of the GDP,
registering no change compared to the previous
year. however, the government’s non-oil incomes
will increase from 7.4 percent of GDP in 2022 to
75 percent of GDP in 2023.

Based on the IMF data, the downward trend
of the Iranian government’s gross debt will
continue in 2023 to settle at 31.9 percent of the
GDP this year.

The fund also predicts Iran’s current account
balance to be $30.2 billion in 2023. Iran’s current
account balance in 2022 is estimated at more
than $32 billion.

Based on the mentioned data, Iran’s foreign
currency reserves increase by more than $11.4
billion in 2023 and reach $42.2 billion. Iran’s
available foreign currency reserves in 2022 are
estimated at $30.8 billion. This international
organization has announced that Iran’s foreign
currency reserves are more than $120 billion, but
it claims that Iran has access to only a small part
of these reserves due to the U.S. sanctions.

According to the estimate of the International
Monetary Fund, Iran’s foreign debt in 2022 will be
equal to 0.5 percent of the GDP and it is expected
that this figure will remain the same in 2023.

Intl. leather, footwear exhibit to kick off
in Tehran on January 9

TEHRAN - The ninth International Exhibition
of Footwear, Bag, Leather, and Related
Industries (MPEX 2023) is scheduled to kick off
at Tehran Permanent International Fairgrounds
onJanuary 9, 2023, IRIB reported.

This four-day exhibition will be held with the
aim of increasing international interactions,
developing exports, and introducing new
technologies and knowledge in the leather and
footwear industry while promoting domestic

capabilities.

Increasing the quality of products,
encouraging competition among producers,
optimizing the product distribution system,
responding to the diverse needs of the markets
inside and outside the country, and facilitating
the access of Iranian producers to regional
markets are also reported to be among the
goals of this international exhibition.

12m tons of basic goods unloaded in Imam

Khomeini port in 9 months

TEHRAN - As announced by a provincial
official, 12 million tons of basic commodities
were unloaded in Imam Khomeini port, in
southwestern Khuzestan province, during the
first nine months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-Decembers 21, 2022).

Behrouz Agaei, the director-general of
Khuzestan province’s Ports and Maritime
Department, said 209 vessels have unloaded 12
million tons of basic goods in Imam Khomeini Port
in the mentioned nine-month period, of which 50
percent of the goods were for the private sector
and 50 percent for the governmental sector.

As reported by Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO), 17449,670 tons of basic
commodities were unloaded in the ports of

the country during the first nine months of the
current Iranian calendar year.

As previously announced by the deputy
head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), Iran has imported 30.9
million tons of basic goods in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20, 2022).

Foroud Asgari, the deputy head of IRICA for
customs affairs, said that the imported goods
were in 25 commodity groups.

Putting the value of the imported basic
commodities at $19.6 billion in the past year, the
official said that the imports show a 60-percent
rise in worth and 32-percent growth in weight, as
compared to the Iranian calendar year 1399.

TEDPIX falls 56,800 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 56,819
points to 1.59 million on Saturday (the first
day of Iranian calendar week).

As reported, over 14.983 billion securities
worth 79.324 trillion rials (about $273.5
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index dropped 50,495
points, and the second market’s index lost
86,884 points.

TEDPIX has risen 87,603 points (6.22
percent) to 1496 million points in the

previous Iranian calendar month Azar
(ended on December 21, 2022).

Sturgeon production up 30% in Golestan province

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial official,
the production of sturgeons has increased by 30
percent in Golestan province, in the northeast of
Iran, in the current Iranian calendar year (began
on March 21,2022).

Mahmoud Sagqli, a director of the Fisheries
Department of the province, said that the
production of sturgeons has reached 150 tons
in this year, while the figure was 118 tons in the
whole of last year.

He further stated that sturgeon production has
been transferred to the private sector, adding that
all sturgeon breeding farms are operated by the
private sector, but the breeding of sturgeon fry
is done by the fisheries breeding centers of this

department in order to preserve aquatic stocks.

Saqli announced the activity of eight sturgeon
breeding centers in the province and stated:
“Three farms are operating in Bandargaz, three
farms are in Kordkoui, one farm is in Agh-Qala
and one farm is in Aliabad-Katul.

In relation to the provision of fish feed,
the official said supplying fish feed is the
responsibility of the private sector and Fisheries
Department has no role in this field.

The Persian sturgeon (Acipenser persicus) is
a species of fish in the family Acipenseridae. It is
found in the Caspian Sea and to a lesser extent the
Black Sea and ascends certain rivers to spawn,
mainly the Volga, Kura, Araks, and Ural Rivers.

from page 1 » The ports enjoy
the advantage of being situated
in the vicinity of the country’s
largest petrochemical special
economic zones and the second
hub of the steel industry, having
the largest capacity for loading
and unloading basic commodities,
and having the capacity for
transiting and  transshipping
goods to Iraq, Turkey, and the
Caucasus.

Some 40 docks with a total
length of 7 kilometers and vast
warehouses with an annual
capacity of 29 million tons are
some other unique features of the
ports that are equipped with 1,192
vessels with a capacity to carry 34
million tons of cargo.

For the purpose of promoting
maritime  tourism, studies
commenced in 2019 for building
8 docks at Imam Khomeini port
with an estimated cost of 1,200
billion rials (some $3 million) and
building tourism docks at Abadan
and Shadegan ports costing 3.5
billion rials.

The port, according to the latest
statistics, has a total loading and
unloading capacity of around 34
million tons of goods including
basic commodities, oil products,
mining, and chemical products,
and general cargo.

The port's basic commodity
warehouses currently hold some
5.7 million tons of wheat, corn,
barley, oil seeds, sugar, rice, and
edible oil.

Khorramshahr port is situated

Khuzestan ports
in full swing

at the Arvand free trade and
an industrial zone with the
advantage of neighboring Iraq
and Kuwait.

Abadan port is situated
near Qatar, Kuwait, and Iraq.
It is equipped with unique
infrastructures for passenger
shipment to Irag and Kuwait.
The port also enjoys appropriate
facilities for exporting fish and
shrimp, as well as agricultural
and industrial goods.

Restarting the export of
Abadan refinery products after
40 years, launching a passenger
terminal for transferring people

to Iraq, and creating a joint water
border with Iraq are among the
notable development projects.

Abadan is equipped with 7
docks with a total length of 450
meters and has a warehousing
area of around 30,000 square
meters.

Arvandkenar port is situated at
the nearest distance to a number
of ports in Kuwait and Iraqg and is
most appropriate for exporting
fish and agricultural products. It
has also equipped with suitable
infrastructure  for  exporting
construction materials.

A dock with a capacity of 1,000

tons, and warehouse with an area
of 2,000 square meters, and an
access road with a length of 3
kilometers are being built in the
port.

Choebdeh is the most active
port in the field of exporting
livestock. Itis situated near Kuwait
and lraq and has the advantage
of transferring passengers to
Iraq and Kuwait. The port is also
equipped with infrastructure for
exporting construction materials.

The port enjoys 3 docks with a
total length of 206 meters and
a warehousing area of 24,000
square meters. Some 1,000
billion rials worth of development
projects is underway.

And the last but not least,
Shadegan is an important port
in terms of local trade. The port
is equipped with infrastructures
for maritime tourism and is
appropriate for exporting fish as
well as agricultural products and
construction materials.

Some 700 billion rials worth
of development projects is
underway, including building a
tourism dock and launching an
optical fiber network.

In addition to the
abovementioned ports, feasibility
studies are underway for
establishing the giant port of
Khalij-e Fars (Persian Gulf) which
is projected to be able to anchor
large container ships and will
compete with key ports in the
region to gain a greater share of
the regional trade.

Honey production rlses 30% in Kordestan province

TEHRAN- Production of honey has risen 30
percent in Kordestan province, in the west of
Iran, during the current Iranian calendar year
(began on March 21,2022), as compared to the
previous year, according to a provincial official.

Referring to the census of apiaries in the
province during October 8-20, 2022, Farzad
Moaveni, the deputy head of the province’s
Agriculture Department, informed about the
favorable growth of honey production and
the number of colonies in the apiaries of the
province.

While referring to the number of colonies in
Kordestan province, he added: “According to
this census, there are 278,000 colonies in the
province, of which 97 percent are modern and
three percent are indigenous.”

Announcing that a total of 2,435 tons of
honey was produced in the province this
year, he said: “2,415 tons of it were related to
modern colonies and 20 tons were related to
native colonies.”

Pointing out that the average production of
honey in the modern colonies of the province
was 8.6 kilograms and in the native colonies
was 2.9 kilograms, he reminded that there are
7,213 apiaries in the province, which shows an
increase of 2.5 percent compared to last year.

Saying that 257 kilograms of royal jelly was
produced in Kordestan this year, the deputy
head of the province’s Agriculture Department
said: “One of the priority projects of the
province is the development of beekeeping,
which has been seriously pursued in the last
few years”

Back in late August 2022, the director
of the Agriculture Ministry’s beekeeping
development program said the country’s
annual honey production is expected to reach
115,000 tons in the current Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ends on March 20, 2023).

According to Touraj Saremi, the government
has paid over 145 billion rials (over $500,000)
of facilities to the country’s beekeepers since
August 2021when the government took office.

Saremi noted that Agriculture Ministry
has defined a five-year development plan to
reform the structure of the country’s apiaries
and increase the quantity and quality of honey
production during the Iranian calendar year
1401 to 1405 (begins in March 2026).

“The implementation of this program
requires the necessary support for providing
inputs, implementing educational-training
programs, and providing facilities to
beekeepers. It is also required to provide
apiaries with insurance coverage to reduce the
risks and to ensure sustainable production,”
he said.

The official noted that the ministry is also
pursuing opening a credit line to be able to
meet part of the needs of producers in this
sector within the framework of rules and
regulations.

As IRNA reported, Iranian beekeepers
managed to produce 112,000 tons of honey in
the previous Iranian calendar year.

Due to the high quality of Iranian honey,
the product is exported to many countries
including China, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman,
Germany, the United Kingdom, Canada, Hong
Kong, Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Irag, and
Lebanon.

Back in March 2020, the former director
of the Agriculture Ministry’s beekeeping
development plan had said the country’s
beekeeping industry was planned to become
the leading agricultural sector in the country,
the leading honey producer in the region, and
a strong player in the world markets.

“Benefiting from up-to-date knowledge,
and technology, the industry is going to
provide reliable, high-quality products with
greater value-added,” Farhad Moshir Qafari
said.

Over the past five years, Iran’s beekeeping
industry shifted its focus from producing only
one main product, namely honey, to producing
other bee secretions such as royal jelly and
bee venom, Qafari said.

“Melittin is a very valuable bee venom
extract that is currently imported, but the
beekeeping industry has the potential to
produce this substance inside,” he stressed.

Major companies active in water industry ink co-op MOUs

TEHRAN - Iran’s major
companies active in the water
and wastewater industry have
signed several memorandums of
understanding (MOUs) with each
other and with other knowledge-

<

w13 ol Tl g g i VT LT e,

The electric

o F e o A el s

actuator  of
adjustable industrial valves is
another piece of equipment that
was unveiled at the exhibition.

This actuator operates with

their latest products and services
in the four-day event.

A considerable number of

the exhibitors taking part in the
exhibition are knowledge-based

based companies to cooperate in
developing and modernizing the
mentioned sector.

As reported by the Energy
Ministry news portal (Paven),
the said MOUs have been
signed on the sidelines of the
18th International Water and
Wastewater Exhibition which is
being held at Tehran Permeant
International Fairgrounds.

The water and Wastewater
Company of Iran and the country’s
Water Research Institute are
among the entities that signed
MOUs to cooperate in providing
new solutions to the water and
wastewater sector’s challenges.

Also, on the sidelines of the
mentioned exhibition, three items
and equipment which have been
manufactured inside the country
for the first time were unveiled.

One of theseitems is a hydraulic

motor for water distribution and
transmission, which is considered
the first smart hydraulic motor
built inside the country.

Hydraulic simulation of supply
and  distribution  networks,
accurate calculation of pressure
and flow at network points,
connection to other smart
systems, the definition of control
and operation rules, the definition
of new elements (wells), EPS and
Steady State solution, connection
with GIS and geo databases,
defining valve and pump
operation diagrams and defining
new consumption patterns are
among the capabilities of this
motor.

an automatic clutch system for
controlling valves in the water
and wastewater network.

Optimum  management  of
water resources and prevention
of water wastage and meeting the
needs of water and wastewater
companies,  regional  water
organizations, and thermal power
plants are among the design
goals of this actuator.

Iran’s 18th International Water
and Wastewater Exhibition kicked
off on Friday at Tehran Permeant
International Fairgrounds.

As reported, 169 domestic
companies along with six foreign
exhibitors are participating in
this year’s exhibition which was
opened by Energy Minister Ali-
Akbar Mehrabian.

TheU.S.,, Ching, Italy,and Canada
are among the countries whose
representatives are showcasing

and technological companies.

The event covers a variety
of areas and commodity
groups including metal pipes
and fittings, industrial valves,
pumps, and rotary machines,
industrial water  treatment,
dams, and hydroelectric power
plants, education, irrigation and
drainage, water transmission
lines, polymer pipes, and fittings,
chemical materials, paint and
coatings,  household  water
treatment, household faucets,
leak detectors, blowers and
vacuums and measuring systems.

Specialized  meetings  and
news conferences, as well as
educational  workshops  on
various topics including water
consumption management and
examining the challenges of the
water sector, are among the
programs scheduled to be held on
the sidelines of the exhibition.



“Fascist” Israeli cabinet sworn in {1V {17 [6]7:\E

amid Palestinian UN “victory”

From page 1 » A member of
Israel's own Knesset admitted
that the occupation, under the rule
of Netanyahu and his extremist
cabinet, is moving toward a “fully-
fledged fascist state”.

The remarks were made during
an Israeli settler protest outside
the Knesset in strong opposition
to the return of Netanyahu who
has been Israel's longest-ever
serving Prime Minister.

The truth is Israel has always
held a fascist ideology but it is
now under the rule of a more
extreme and fascist ideology. The
regime has given the powers of
governance to war criminals and
extremists because Israel has
never been so weak and vulnerable
as it is at the moment.

It has been exposed because
of the unprecedented armed
resistance that has been emerging
from the occupied West Bank this
year.

Such is the extent of the
resistance; Israel has turned to
Netanyahu, the war criminal and
a person that is facing multiple
corruption charges along with a
coalition that is so extreme that it
has called for the expulsion of all
Palestinians from their native land
and the execution of Palestinian
prisoners.

Netanyahu was forced to bring
in these fascist figures because he
wanted to secure a majority that
can bring him back to power and
save him from corruption charges.

In other words, the war criminal
does not care for the safety of
Israeli settlers which is something
that is very concerning for Israelis
who are planning on leaving the
occupied Palestinian territories in
their droves, according to surveys.

Therearenow Israelis protesting
against the new cabinet, for the
first time in history, because of
new ministers in an office such
as Itamar Ben-Gvir who has made
so many disturbing and racist
statements that even Israel’s allies
are concerned.

The most extreme and right-
wing fascist cabinet in history
will put Israel at odds with large
parts of the lIsraeli public, and
concern Israel's closest allies
while escalating tensions with the
Palestinians.

Reports indicate that some
elements of the new Israeli
cabinet are so extreme that the
administration of US. President
Joe Biden will not deal with them
as they feel uncomfortable with
such elements.

Netanyahu’s incoming hardline
government will place illegal West

Bank settlement expansion at the
top of its agenda and had already
pledged to legalize dozens of
illegally built outposts and annex
the occupied territory as part of its
coalition deal with ultranationalist
allies.

Some  members of the
new cabinet squat on illegal
settlements themselves, in a sign
that there will be a major push
in the future toward expanding
settler units, despite the fact
they are considered illegal under
international law.

Butexperts saythenewlyformed
West Bank resistance groups will
expand their armed operations
in the face of further settlement
expansion, which comes alongside
Israeli demolitions of Palestinian
homes.

The new cabinet members
also support the lIsraeli settlers
storming of the al-Agsa Mosque
compound, something Palestinians
have said is a redline.

There is no doubt this will
represent a mnew escalation in
occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem) next
year and the wider occupied West
Bank as well as inside the occupied
Palestinian territories.

Some  Palestinian  analysts
say they are glad the new lIsraeli
government is in power because
it represents the real face of the
regime in front of the international
community.

Meanwhile, Palestinians have
welcomed a vote by the United
Nations General Assembly to ask
the International Court of Justice
(IC)) to deliver a widespread
opinion on the legal consequences
of Israel's occupation of the
Palestinian territories.

“The time has come for Israel to
be a state subject to law, and to be
held accountable for its ongoing
crimes against our people,” said
Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a senior
Palestinian official based in the
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occupied West Bank.

In a social media post, another
senior official Hussein al-Sheikh
said that the vote “reflects the
victory of Palestinian diplomacy.”

The United Nations General
Assembly has passed a resolution
calling on the ICJ to give an opinion
on lIsrael’s illegal occupation of
Palestine.

The General Assembly voted 87
to 26 with 53 abstentions on the
resolution, with Western nations
split but with virtually unanimous
support in the Islamic world -
including among Arab states that
have normalized relations with
Israel.

Russia and China also voted in
favor of the resolution.

Israel, the US., and 24 other
members - including the United
Kingdom and Germany - voted
against the resolution, while
France was among the 53 nations
that abstained.

The resolution will see the
ICJ give an opinion on Israel’s
occupation of Palestinian territory.

The Hague-based ICJ, also
known as the World Court, is
the top UN court. Its rulings are
binding but have no power to
enforce them.

Palestine’s UN ambassador
Riyad Mansour noted that the vote
came amid the swearing-in of a
new far-right Israeli government,
which he said will accelerate
“colonial and racist policies”
toward Palestinians.

He also hailed nations that
voted in favor of the resolution and
were “undeterred by threats and
pressure”.

“We trust that, regardless of
your vote today, if you believe
in international law and peace,
you will uphold the opinion of
the International Court of Justice
when delivered and you will stand
up to this Israeli government right

now,” Mansour told the General
Assembly.

The UN General Assembly asked
the ICJ to give an advisory opinion
on the legal consequences of
Israel's “occupation, settlement,

and annexation including
measures aimed at altering
the demographic composition,

character, and status of the Holy
City of al-Quds (Jerusalem), and

from its adoption of related
discriminatory  legislation and
measures”.

The UN resolution also asks
the ICJ to advise on how those
policies and practices “affect the
legal status of the occupation” and
what legal consequences arise for
all countries and the UN from this
status.

The ICJ last weighed in on the
issue of Israel's occupation in
2004, when it ruled that Israel’s
apartheid separation wall in the
occupied West Bank and al-Quds
(Jerusalem) was illegal. Israel
rejected that ruling, accusing the
court of being politically motivated.

Israel now occupies all of historic
Palestine and expelled more than
a million Palestinians from their
homes. Israel also occupies Syria’s
Golan Heights in the north.

In 1967, the regime expanded
its military occupation to the West
Bank, which makes it the longest
occupation in modern history.

Among  Western  nations
that backed the resolution was
Portugal, whose representative
acknowledged the “risk of
overjudicialising international
relations” but said the world
court “underpins the international
rules-based order which we seek
to preserve”.

Mansour said “This vote, and
the request, comes one day after
the new Israeli government was
formed, pledging to accelerate
colonial and racist policies against
the Palestinian people. We trust
that regardless of your vote today
if you believe in international law
and peace, you will uphold the
opinion of the International Court
of Justice when delivered. And
you will stand up to this Israeli
government right now because
freedom, justice, and peace shall
prevail”

While symbolic in nature,
the advice will increase global
awareness about Israel’s
occupation which could increase
the activity of NGOs and other
organizations in dealing with
Israel.

As for the liberation of Palestine,
experts say armed resistance is
the only path left.

N. Korea fires missiles toward Japan

North Korea has fired three short-range
ballistic missiles into the Sea of Japan, according
to South Korean and Japanese defense officials,
who condemned the show of force as a threat to
regional stability.

The South Korean military’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff (JCS) detailed the latest missile launches
on Saturday, as cited in local press reports,
saying the three projectiles were fired around 8
am. from the DPRK’s North Hwanghae Province,
located south of the capital. According to Yonhap
news agency, it was the first time the area has
been used as a ballistic missile site.

The military was quick to denounce the move,
vowing to step up joint surveillance efforts with

the United States “in preparation for further
provocations by North Korea” and to be ready to
“overwhelmingly respond” in force if needed.

All three munitions were fired from a mobile
launch vehicle, the JCS said, adding that they each
flew about 350km (217 miles) northeast in the
direction of the Sea of Japan - known as the East
Sea in the Koreas.

The North Korean launches may have come
in response to a successful trial of Seoul’'s new
solid-fuel rocket on Thursday, which officials
say will be used to construct a space-based
surveillance apparatus focused on Pyongyang.
The South has stressed the need to bolster its
air defenses in recent days, namely after at least

five North Korean drones penetrated its airspace
earlier this week.

Japan’s Defense Ministry also noted the most
recent weapons test and clarified that while the
missiles flew toward its territory, none entered
its exclusive economic zone, which extends some
370km (229 miles) from the country’s coast.

“North Korea's series of actions, including its
repeated ballistic missile launches, threatens the
peace and security of Japan, the region, and the
international community,” the ministry said in a
statement, adding that aircraft and ships along
the missiles’ flight path were alerted, but that
there had been no incidents “at this time.”

Benedict XVI dies at 95

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI,
the shy German theologian who
tried to reawaken Christianity in a
secularized Europe but will forever
be remembered as the first pontiff
in 600 years to resign from the job,
died Saturday. He was 95.

Benedict stunned the world on
Feb. 11, 2013, when he announced,
in his typical, soft-spoken Latin,
that he no longer had the strength
to run the 1.2 billion-strong Catholic
Church that he had steered for

eight years through scandal and
indifference.

His dramatic decision paved the
way for the conclave that elected
Pope Francis as his successor.
The two popes then lived side-
by-side in the Vatican gardens, an
unprecedented arrangement that
set the stage for future “popes
emeritus” to do the same.

A statement from Vatican
spokesman Matteo Bruni on
Saturday morning said: “With pain, |

inform that Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI died today at 9:34 in the Mater
Ecclesia Monastery in the Vatican.
Further information will be released
as soon as possible.”

The Vatican said Benedict's
remains would be on public display
in St. Peter's Basilica starting
Monday for the faithful to pay their
final respects.

The former Cardinal Joseph

Ratzinger had never wanted to be
pope, planning at age 78 to spend

his final years writing in the “peace
and quiet” of his native Bavaria.

Instead, he was forced to follow
the footsteps of the beloved St. John
Paul Il and run the church through
the fallout of the clerical sex abuse
scandal and then a second scandal
that erupted when his own butler
stole his personal papers and gave
them to a journalist.

Being elected pope, he once said,
felt like a “guillotine” had come
down on him.

Russia allows gas debt
payments in foreign
currencies

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed
a decree on Friday allowing “unfriendly”
Western countries that have placed sanctions
on Russia to pay their debts for natural
gas supplies in foreign currencies instead
of rubles. The decree was published on
the government’s official portal for legal
information.

The new document amends a presidential
decree from March, which required all
payments for Russian gas to be made in
Russian currency. At the time, President Putin
said foreign governments were using their
currencies “as weapons,” meaning Russia
should not use them in settlements. The March
decree came shortly after Western states
introduced sanctions against Russia over its
military operation in Ukraine. The restrictions
made it nearly impossible for Russia to carry
out transactions in euros and dollars.

The new document proposes transferring
the funds intended for settling the debt to a
designated foreign currency account of the
Russian supplier. Once they are credited to
the account, the debt is considered to be paid.
The new decree stipulates, however, that the
repayment of gas debt does not imply that
Russia will resume supplies unless the buyer
agrees to pay for future deliveries in rubles.

Venezuela votes
out U.S.-backed
opposition leader

Opposition lawmakers in Venezuela have
voted to dissolve the ‘interim government’
formed under their one-time leader, Juan
Guaido, the main rival to the country’s ruling
socialist party and once a darling of the US.
foreign policy establishment.

Holding their vote over a Zoom call, the
opposition-controlled National Assembly
moved to reorganize their movement on
Friday, with 72 lawmakers voting in favor
of disbanding the legislature compared
to just 29 opposed. Guaido’'s term at
the head of the assembly, as well as his
‘interim presidency’ declared in 2019 with
the blessing of the U.S., are now set to end
on January 5.

“Venezuela needs new machinery in this
struggle,” lawmaker Juan Miguel Matheus of
the opposition Justice First party said after the
vote, adding that Guaido’s tenure as interim
leader “was something that was supposed
to be temporary, but it became something
perpetual”

Guaido and his supporters, meanwhile, have
argued that dissolving the interim government
could spell the demise of any unified opposition
movement, insisting it will only bolster the
power and influence of Maduro, who has been
deemed an illegitimate leader by Washington
and a long list of allies.

“This is not about defending Guaido. This is
about not losing the important tools that we
have in this struggle,” Guaido said.
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Turkey agrees to
withdraw troops
from Syria following
Moscow talks

Turkey has agreed to fully withdraw its
troops from northern Syria following tripartite
talks involving Moscow, Ankara, and Damascus
earlier this week, Syrian newspaper Al-Watan
has reported.

The three countries’ defense ministers -
Hulusi Akar, Ali Mahmoud Abbas, and Sergey
Shoigu - met in Moscow on Wednesday for the
first meeting of its kind since the outbreak of
the Syrian conflict in 2011.

According to the paper’s source in Damascus,
the negotiations resulted in “Tlrkiye's consent
to completely withdraw its troops from the
Syrian territories that it occupies in the north
of the country.”

Ankara and Damascus also expressed a
common view that the Syrian-based Kurdish
YPG militia, which Turkey associates with the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), “are
agents of Israel and the U.S., and pose a grave
threat to both Turkiye and Syria.”

Turkey considers the separatist PKKand allied
Kurdish groups to be “terrorist organizations”
that threaten its national security. The Turkish
military carried out airstrikes against YPG
targets in northern Syria in November, with
Ankara saying a ground operation in the area
was also on the cards.

A special trilateral commission will be
created by Russia, Turkey, and Syria to ensure
that the agreements reached in Moscow are
honored, Al-Watan reported.

Turkish Defense Minister Hulusi Akar told
local media on Saturday that “one shouldn’t
expect that everything will be solved at once in
a single meeting”

In Moscow, Turkey “emphasized that
we respect Syria’s territorial integrity and
sovereign rights and that our only goal is the
fight against terrorism” including the PKK/YPG
and Islamic State (IS, formerly ISIS), he said.

Countries around the world
begin to ring in 2023 after
turbulent year

The world’s eight billion people began
ushering in 2023 on Saturday and bidding
farewell to a turbulent 12 months marked
by war in Europe, stinging price rises, Lionel
Messi’s World Cup glory and the deaths of Queen
Elizabeth, Pele and former pope Benedict.

Many will be looking to cut loose this New
Year's Eve after a few pandemic-dampened
years, setting aside pinched budgets and a virus
that is increasingly forgotten but not gone.

Sydney will be among the first major cities to
ring in 2023, restaking its claim to be the “New
Year’s Eve capital of the world” after two years
of lockdown and coronavirus-muted festivities.

Australia’s borders have reopened and the
crowds gathering at Sydney’s sparkling harbour
to watch 100,000 pyrotechnics illuminate the
southern sky were expected to number more
than one million.
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ceremony for resistance commanders Martyrs Gen. Soleimani and Abu Mahdi Al- Muhandis.
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Over 1,300 people trained as crafters in Fars

TEHRAN - Over 1,300 people have been
trained as crafters in the southern province of
Fars during the first nine months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-December 21),
the deputy provincial tourism chief has said.

“A total of 1,354 people attended the

handicrafts training courses in 14 fields in
Fars during the first nine months of the year,

Behzad Ahmadi Farsani explained on Saturday.

The courses included kilim, miniature,
mirror work, wood carving, and woodwork, the
official added.

The ancient region of Fars, also spelled Pars
or Persis, was the heart of the Achaemenian
Empire (c. 550-330 BC), which was founded
by Cyrus the Great and had its capital at
Pasargadae. Darius | the Great moved the
capital to nearby Persepolis in the late 6th or
early 5th century BC.

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first globally for
the number of cities and villages registered by
the World Crafts Council, as China with seven
entries, Chile with four, and India with three
ones come next. For instance, Shiraz is named
a “world city of [diverse] handicrafts”, Malayer
is a global hub for woodcarving and carved-
wood furniture, while Zanjan has gained the
title of a “world city of filigree”.

Jameh Mosque of Dezful in need of
urgent restoration

TEHRAN - Jameh Mosque of Dezful, a
centuries-old congregational place of worship
that stands tall in the southwestern Khuzestan
province, is in need of urgent restoration, a local
tourism official has said.

Due to the damage to the sewer pipes, the
eastern and western sides of the mosque need
to undergo urgent restoration, Abbas Cheragh-
Cheshm explained on Saturday.

A proper budget needs to be allocated to the
restoration project, the official added.

The historical mosque has been added to the
national heritage list.

Khuzestan is home to three UNESCO World
Heritage sites, namely Susa, Tchogha Zanbil,
and Shushtar Historical Hydraulic System yet it
is aregion of raw beauty where its visitors could
spend weeks exploring. The province is also a
cradle for handicrafts and arts whose crafters
inherited from their preceding generations.

Lying at the head of the Persian Gulf and
bordering Iraq on the west, Khuzestan was
settled about 6000 BC by a people with affinities
to the Sumerians, who came from the Zagros

Mountains reglon Urban centers appeared there
nearly contemporaneously with the first cities in
Mesopotamia in the 4th millennium. Khuzestan,
according to Encyclopedia Britannica, came to
constitute the heart of the Elamite kingdom,
with Susa as its capital.

The terms “Jameh Mosque”, “Masjed-e Jameh”
and “Friday Mosque” are used in Iran for a grand
communal mosque where mandatory Friday
prayers are performed: the phrase is used in
other Muslim countries but only in Iran does it
designate this purpose.

Illegal diggers arrested in northern Iran

TEHRAN - The Iranian police have recently
arrested six illegal excavators in Sari, the capital
of the northern province of Mazandaran, a senior
police official in charge of protecting cultural
heritage, has said.

The accused people were traced and
finally arrested after police received reports
from cultural heritage aficionados and local
people about their misdeeds, CHTN quoted
Mohammadreza Kordan as saying on Saturday.

Some digging tools were seized from the
culprits, who were handed over to the judicial
system for further investigation, the official
added.

Sandwiched between the towering Alborz
mountain range and the Caspian Sea, Mazandaran
has a rich yet turbulent history. An early

civilization flourished at the beginning of the first
millennium BC in Mazandaran (Tabarestan).

Its insecure eastern and southeastern borders
were crossed by Mongol invaders in the 13th and
14th centuries. Cossacks attacked the region
in 1668 but were repulsed. It was ceded to
the Russian Empire by a treaty in 1723, but the
Russians were never secure in their occupation.
The area was restored to Iran under the Qajar
dynasty.

The northern section of the region consists of
lowland alongside the Caspian and upland along
the northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains.
Marshy backlands dominate the coastal plain,
and extensive gravel fans fringe the mountains.
The climate is permanently subtropical and
humid, with very hot summers.

UNESCO World Heritage sites in Iran:
Cultural Landscape of Maymand

Maymand is a rocky and dugout village and
one of the primary habitats of man in Iran with
approximately 2 - 3 thousand years history.
The close relationship between life and the
surrounding nature is the particular values
of this historical village in such a way that it
continues, even currently and in spite of the new
technology developments, to be an original site
and keeps its original appearance without any
tangible manipulating the nature.

Each dugout house in Maymand which may
include one or more rooms and stables is totally
called a Kicheh. The structure of all Kichehs is not
the same and they are different in the numberand
size of rooms. In addition, the rooms have been
separated, in Maymand houses, from the back
part of the house (Pastoo) and sometimes they
cover the niches using certain fabric curtains.

Maymand bathrooms are especially wonderful

because of their traditional system with a
Khazaneh and they also indicate the importance
of hygienic conditions. There are also other
places in this historical village such as mosques,
schools, Hussaynia, Caravanserai.

Some special customs are popular in the
village and the words of Sassanid Pahlavi are still
used in their language and conversations.

In the first four months of the year, people live
in the lower plains of Maymand in order to graze
their cattle. They immigrate to the neighboring
villages, farms, and gardens to live there in the
second four months of the year and for the third
four months, they prefer to stay in the dugout
houses at the heart of the mountains to seek
shelter from the cold winter. These houses are
cool during summer and get warm in winter due
to their architectural style.

(Source: Visit Iran)

P Iran eyes UNESCO tag for its

Sassanid fortress

From Page 1 » The unmissable
eight-towered fortress dominates
Khorramabad as one of the most
visited travel destinations in the
region for both domestic and
foreign sightseers. The fortress
seems particularly imposing and
dramatic when floodlit at night,
offering picturesque views of its
encircling crenelated battlements.

Experts believe that the
fortress is comparable with
similar works in Nagsh-e Rostam,
Nagsh-e Rajab, Tape Chugan, and
Firuzabad in Fars province.

In 2018, UNESCO added an
ensemble of Sassanian historical
cities in southern Iran -- titled
“Sassanid Archaeological
Landscape of Fars Region’--
to its World Heritage list.
The ensemble is comprised
of eight archaeological sites
situated in three geographical
parts of Firuzabad, Bishapur,
and Sarvestan. It reflects the
optimized utilization of natural
topography and bears witness
to the influence of Achaemenid
and Parthian cultural traditions
and of Roman art, which later
had a significant impact on the
architecture and artistic styles of
the Islamic era.

importance in the history of Iran.
Under Sassanids, Persian art
and architecture experienced a
general renaissance. Architecture
often took grandiose proportions
such as palaces at Ctesiphon,
Firuzabad, and Sarvestan which
are amongst the highlights of
the ensemble. Crafts such as
metalwork and gem engraving
grew highly sophisticated, yet
scholarship was encouraged by
the state. In those years, works
from both the East and West

language of the Sassanins.

Efforts made by the Sassanids
also yield a revival of Iranian
nationalism took place, for
example, Zoroastrianism was
declared the state religion. The
dynasty evolved by Ardashir |
and was destroyed by the Arabs
during the period 637 to 651. The
dynasty was named after Sasan,
an ancestor of Ardashir I.

Under his leadership who
reigned from 224 to 241, the

Parthians and created an empire
that was constantly changing in
size as it reacted to Rome and
Byzantium to the west and the
Kushans and Hephthalites to
the east, according to Britannica
Encyclopedia. At the time of
Shapur | (reigned 241 CE-272), the
empire stretched from Sogdiana
and Iberia (Georgia) in the north
to the Mazun region of Arabia in
the south; in the east, it extended
to the Indus River and the west to
the upper Tigris and Euphrates
river valleys.

Soaked in history and culture,
Lorestan is one of the lesser-
known travel destinations in Iran,
which mainly acts as a gateway
to the sweltering plains below in
the adjoining Khuzestan province.
Lorestan is also a region of raw
beauty that an avid nature lover
could spend weeks exploring.

The region was inhabited by
Iranian Indo-European peoples,
including the Medes, c. 1000
BC. Cimmerians and Scythians
intermittently ruled the region
from about 700 to 625 BC.

Lorestan was incorporated into
the growing Achaemenid Empire
in about 540 BC and successively
was part of the Seleucid, Parthian,

The Sassanid era is of very high

were translated into Pahlavi, the

Sassanians

overthrew the

and Sassanid dynasties.

Excavation sheds new light on ancient mme |n Zan jan

TEHRAN - A team of Iranian archaeologists
has recently finished an archaeological season
on a sloping hill situated near an ancient mine
that previously yielded well-reserved corpses
of entrapped miners in Zanjan.

The remains of a workshop space with large
quantities of ash and charcoal as well as clay
and stone structures were discovered during
this survey, archaeologist Abolfazl Aali said on
Saturday.

“Based on the existing findings, including
pottery pieces, it is likely that the uncovered
works are from the Sassanid period, which will
give us more information about the purpose
and exact date of the site,” he added.

Authorized by the Research Institute for
Cultural Heritage and Tourism, the excavation
also aimed to explore any possible connections
existing between the hill and the ancient mine
of Chehrabad, he mentioned.

Previous rounds of excavations of the mine
yielded some well-preserved salt mummies
and their belongings from 1993 onwards.
The findings have been put on a show at the
National Museum of Iran, Zanjan’s Zolfaghari
Archaeological Museum, and joint Iranian and
German exhibitions under the names “Man in
Search of Resources” and “Death in Salt”

What was a catastrophe for the ancient
miners has become a sensation of science.
Sporting a long white beard, iron knives, and
a single gold earring, the first salt mummy
was discovered in 1993. He is estimated to
be trapped in the mine in ca. 300 CE. In 2004,
another mummy was discovered only 50
feet away, followed by another in 2005 and a
“teenage” boy mummy later that year.

In 1993, miners in the Douzlakh Salt Mine,
near Hamzehli and Chehrabad villages,
accidentally came across a mummified head.
The head was very well preserved, to the extent
that his pierced ear was still holding the gold
earring. The hair, beard, and mustaches were
reddish, and his impressive leather boot still
contained parts of his leg and foot, according
to the Ancient History Encyclopedia.

The first mummy, dubbed the “Saltman’,
is on display in the National Museum of Iran
in Tehran. He still looks very impressive. The
third, fourth, and fifth “saltmen” were also
carbon-dated. The third body was dated and
placed in 2337 BP, the fourth body in 2301 BP,
and the fifth mummy was dated to 2286 BP,
placing them all in the Achaemenid period.

The isotopic analysis of the human remains
revealed where these miners were from. Some
of them were from the Tehran-Qazvin plain,
which is relatively local to the mine’s locality,
while others were from north-eastern Iran and
the coastal areas around the Caspian Sea, and
a few were from as far away as Central Asia.

Furthermore, the archaeozoological finds,
such as animal bones found within the context
of the saltmen, showed that the miners might
have eaten sheep, goats, and probably pigs
and cattle, as well. The archaeobotanical
finds recorded showed different cultivated
plants were eaten, indicating an agricultural
establishment in the vicinity of the mine.

The wealth of fabric and other organic
material (leather) worn by the saltmen have
allowed a thorough analysis to be undertaken,
detailing the resources used to make the
fabrics, the processing, the dyes used to color

the fibers of the garments, and not least they
offer an excellent overview of the changes
in cloth types, patterns of weaving, and the
changes of the fibers through time.

Saltman No. 5 had tapeworm eggs from the
Taenia sp. genus in his system. These were
identified during the study of his remains.
The find indicates the consumption of raw or
undercooked meat, and this is the first case
of this parasite in ancient Iran and the earliest
evidence of ancient intestinal parasites in the
area. The best preserved and probably the
most harrowing of the saltmen is Saltman
No. 4. A sixteen-year-old miner, caught in the
moment of death, crushed by a cave-in.

Theoldest-knownmineonthearchaeological
record is believed to be the Ngwenya Mine
in Eswatini (Swaziland), which radiocarbon
dating shows to be about 43,000 years old. At
this site, Paleolithic humans mined hematite to
make the red pigment ochre. Moreover, mines
of a similar age in Hungary are believed to be
sites where Neanderthals may have mined
flint for weapons and tools.

Hegmataneh’s global registration to boost tourism in west Iran

TEHRAN - Tourism in the west

of the country will benefit from
the possible inclusion of ancient
Hegmataneh on the UNESCO World
Heritage list.

The possible global registration
of ancient Hegmataneh in west-
central Hamedan province will
lead to double prosperity for the
tourism axis in the west of the
country, a local tourism official said
on Saturday.

Before traveling to Iran, foreign
tours prepare their itinerary and
find out where most World Heritage
sites are located, Ali Khaksar added.

Foreign tourists will bring
economic prosperity to Hamedan,
so the province will be introduced
to the world as a travel destination,
he explained.

Back in May, the official
announced that a working group
has been formed to identify,
investigate and solve potential
problems in the path of possible
registration of Hegmataneh in the
UNESCO World Heritage list.

Moreover, Hamedan authorities

are ready to take preliminary
measures to pave the way for the
global registration of Hegmataneh
and prepare it to be assessed by
UNESCO evaluators, he said.

Earlier this vyear, a traffic
fellow related to a nearby steel
marketplace was declared as one
of the major barriers faced with
the possible registration based on
UNESCO criteria.

Known in classical times as
Ecbatana, Hamedan was one
of the ancient world’s greatest
cities. Pitifully little remains from
antiquity, but significant parts of
the city center are given over to
excavations. Ecbatana was the
capital of Media and subsequently
a summer residence of the
Achaemenid kings who ruled Persia
from 553 to 330 BC.

Ecbatana is widely believed to be
once a mysterious capital of Medes.
According to ancient Greek writers,
the city was founded in about 678
BC by Deioces, who was the first
king of the Medes.

French  Assyriologist Charles

Fossey (1869 - 1946) directed the
firstexcavationin Tepe Hegmataneh
for six months in 1913. Erich
Friedrich Schmidt (1897 - 1964),
who was a German and American-
naturalized archaeologist, took
some aerial photos from Hamedan
between 1935 and 1937.

According to the Greek historian
Xenophon of Athens (c.430-c.355),
Ecbatana became the summer
residence of the Achaemenid
kings. Their palace is described
by the Greek historian Polybius of
Megalopolis. He writes that the
city was richer and more beautiful
than all other cities in the world;
although it had no wall, the palace,
was built on an artificial terrace,
according to Livius, a website
on ancient history written and
maintained since 1996 by the Dutch
historian Jona Lendering.

Furthermore, an inscription
unearthed in 2000 indicates that
Achaemenid king Artaxerxes |
Mnemon (404-358) built a terrace
with columns in Ecbatana. Some
twelve kilometers southwest of

Hamedan is Ganjnameh, where
Darius | and his son Xerxes had
inscriptions cut into the rock.

Polybius, a Greek historian of
the Hellenistic period noted for his
work The Histories, tells that the
builders used cedar and cypress
wood, which was covered with
silver and gold. The roof tiles,
columns, and ceilings were plated
with silver and gold. He adds that
the palace was stripped of its
precious metals in the invasion of
the Macedonian king Alexander the
Great and that the rest was seized
during the reigns of Antigonus and
Seleucus. Later, Echatana was one
of the capitals of the Seleucid and
the Parthian Empires, sometimes
called Epiphaneia.

Around 1220 Hamedan was
destroyed by the Mongol invaders.
In 1386 it was sacked by Timur
(Tamerlane),a Turkic conqueror,and
the inhabitants were massacred.
[t was partly restored in the 17th
century and subsequently changed
hands often between Iranian ruling
houses and the Ottomans.



Preventive measures intensified {@ SOCIETY

to deal with new Covid wave

TEHRAN - With the emergence of
new Omicron strains, people should
take preventive measures and observe
health protocols strictly, a spokesman
of the National Headquarters for
Coronavirus Control, has said.

There is a possibility of an in-
crease in corona-infected cases in
the coming weeks due to the spread
of the disease in the countries of
the region, East Asia, and European
countries, ISNA quoted Abbass Shir-
Ozhan as saying on Saturday.

It is planned to encourage people
to receive booster doses in order to
deal with the surge in infected cases,
he noted.

At the same time, the necessity of
observing hygiene measures such as
keeping social distance and wearing
masks in closed and crowded places,
especially in schools and universities,
was underlined, he added.

Preparing the medical centers in
order to provide proper treatment
services was another issue that was
emphasized. In addition, all travel-
ers at air, land, and water borders
should be screened or undergo
tests, he announced.

It is |mp055|ble to make an ac-
curate prediction about the future;
Because the behavior of the virus in
different strains may be different,
but it seems that if people follow
both vaccination and observance of
health protocols, we will not face a
dangerous situation, he stated.

Aweek earlier, Behnam Arshi, head
of the office of infectious diseases of
the Ministry of Health, warned that
thereis a high risk of a new coronavi-
rus wave while the existing variants
are not over yet.

Facing different strains over the

last 2 years proved that coronavirus
has numerous unpredictable and sur-
prising behaviors; therefore, people
should continue to prioritize compli-
ance with health guidelines and vacci-
nation, he explained.

Currently, the country is in a favor-
able condition in terms of low trans-
mission rate so that after 26 months
of fighting, the number of Covid mor-
tality has reached less than 10 people
and it claimed no lives in several days.

But recently, medical researchers
announced the risk of an Omicron
variant emerging in the world that is

resistant to all existing therapeutic
antibodies, and the findings indicate
that new treatments must be identi-
fied to deal with this variant.

According to new research at a Ger-
man institute, BQ11, is resistant to all
approved antibody treatments.

All travelers
entering the
country via air,
land, and water
borders should
be screened or
undergo tests.

Omicron escapes neutralizing an-
tibodies and causes symptomatic
disease even in vaccinated or conva-
lescent individuals due to mutations
in the spike protein. This is known as
an immune escape and is dangerous
for high-risk populations, including
the elderly and people with weak im-
mune systems.

Intl. students in Iranian universities to double in 3 years

TEHRAN - The number of foreign students
will double in the Iranian universities by the next
three years, Hashem Dadashpour, the Iranian
deputy science minister has said.

Universities should increase their inter-
actions and scientific exchanges in order to
attract international students and acceler-
ate internationalization in the region and the
world, he highlighted.

Iranian universities achieved good ranks at
the global level and based on the evaluations
of the world’s most prestigious institutions so
that there is the capacity to attract interna-
tional students, he said.

He mentioned holding the cultural and
sports Olympiad for international students as
a way to make them more aware of Iran’s ca-
pabilities, ISNA reported.

By the next three years, the number of for-
eign students from 120 countries will increase
by two times in the universities of the country,
he predicted.

Some 108,000 students from 117 countries
have enrolled in Iranian universities for the cur-
rent academic year (started September 23), Mo-
hammad Mohammadi Masoudi, an official with
the Ministry of Science, has said.

Leading in attracting international students

Iran is among the 15 successful countries in
attracting international students, according to
Mohammad Javad Salmanpour, the deputy head
of the Organization for Student Affairs.

The education of foreign students in Iran has

grown significantly compared to previous years,
even last year, it has doubled, he said.

However, it is far from the desired position;
Because Iranian universities have higher capac-
ities in all respects than the universities of re-
gional or European countries, he noted.

Iran has the ability and capacity to have
more than 250,000 foreign students by 2026,
he stated.

Currently, nearly 100,000 foreign nationals
are studying in Iran, more than 90 percent of
whom are from Irag and Afghanistan and the
rest are from other countries.

Some 108,000 students
from 117 countries
have enrolled in Iranian
universities for the
current academic year
(started September 23).

These students are studying in different fields
of science, research and technology, health and
medical education, and also in the fields of hu-
manities, Islamic sciences, Persian language
and literature, law, fundamentals of Islamic law,
management fields, economics, psychology, so-
cial sciences, as well as engineering, agricultural
sciences, animal sciences, and basic sciences.

Foreign nationals constitute 1.64% of stu-
dents

Currently, foreign nationals constitute 1.64
percent of the country’s student population,
which is about 0.14 percent higher than the goal
set by the Sixth Five-Year National Development
Plan (2016-2021), Mohammad Javad Salman-
pour, the deputy head of the Organization for
Student Affairs, said in April.

Twenty-five percent of the foreign students
studying in Iranian universities are Afghan na-
tionals, he added.

Afghan students attend Iranian universities in
three ways; some enter the university by partici-
pating in the national entrance exam of Iran, and
some others receive admission from universi-
ties that have non-Iranian student licenses. The
third group also attended the country’s univer-
sities through scholarships, he explained.

Health insurance coverage, longer residen-
¢y, shorter visa processing time, and awarding
exemplary students are among the conditions
provided for foreign nationals studying in Iran.

Charity generates 277,000 jobs for the needy

TEHRAN - Over 277000 jobs

IRNA reported on Saturday.

2021),

according to Morteza

Since the beginning of this

have been created for financial-
ly-struggling individuals since the
beginning of the current [Iranian
calendar] year (March 21), Morteza
Bakhtiari, head of the Imam Kho-
meini Relief Foundation, has said.

This year, 50 percent of the
employment budget has been al-
located to job seekers, he stated,

The Foundation has opened
up 277,000 job opportunities for
needy individuals, he further said.

The Imam Khomeini Relief
Foundation has created over
900,000 job  opportunities
during the Sixth Five-Year Na-
tional Development Plan (2016-

Bakhtiari, head of the Founda-
tion.

He noted in October that 6,000
elites, 52,000 school students,
and about 730,000 college stu-
dents are under the support of the
foundation, which can guarantee
the future of the country in various
fields of science and technology.

ENGLISH IN USE

Iran gets ready for

two-week coronavirus closure

The National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control will implement
a plan, according to which all occupations, except for emergency
services and basic food suppliers, will be closed for two weeks in

more than 100 cities in an attempt to curb the coronavirus.

Alireza Reisi, a spokesman for the Headquarters, said that “the

plan will go into effect on November 21

The plan divides cities into three levels of alert, according to which,
if a city is in a state of high alert, all other occupations will be closed,
except for the most essential jobs, which are related to the provision

of basic necessities, security, and health.

Deputy health minister Iraj Harirchi has predicted that the

COVID-19 death toll would double in the next two weeks.

“Unfortunately, daily deaths reached over 450 in the past 10
days, and an upward trend in infection, hospitalization, and death is

predicted,” he lamented.

year, about 50,000 cases of skill
training have been provided to
clients, he added.

The Imam Khomeini Relief Foun-
dation has launched 3,285 proj-
ects to support job seekers over
the first five months of the current
Iranian calendar year.
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Straight Truth

Tehran, Caracas to develop technological co-op

From page 1 » Medicines, vaccines, agricul-
tural products, environmental products, med-
ical equipment, information technology, and
telecommunications are the fields of cooper-
ation between Iran and Venezuela, according
to Stiri.

In September, more than 82 knowl-
edge-based firms attended an exhibition in
Caracas with the aim of exchanging experi-
ences and holding meetings.

Some 200 companies attended this event

and 60 cooperation contracts were signed.
We tried to provide a field for in-

sub-sets of the government with the slogan
of moving from an oil-based economy to a
knowledge-based one, aiming

teraction and synergy between

at increasing technological ca-
pabilities and innovation in or-

companies, she said. A delegatlon der to generate wealth from the
Nicolas Maduro, the president from Iran knowledge and improve peo-

of Venezuela, said in September l . . d ple’s quality of life.

that today, Iran is an exemplary recent y visite So, over 7000 knowl-

country andd atFOUNtlzy of lp:fg_ Ven eZLlela, edge-based and 1,600 creative

ress, production, knowledge, : : companies have so far been

and production of products. mtroducmg registered and started opera-

Knowledge-based ecosys-
tem

Over the past year, in order
to realize a resilient and knowl-

achievements

in knowledge-
based fields

tions.

The fields of biotechnology,
agriculture, food industries,
chemical technologies aircraft

edge-based economy, the Vice maintenance, steel, gas, phar-
Presidency for Science and to'Venezuelan maceuticals, medical equipment
Technology has implemented Investors. and medicine, oil, electronics

a series of activities to further

and telecommunications, infor-

develop the ecosystem of inno-
vation and technology in the country.

The Vice Presidency for Science and Tech-
nology was founded in 2006 as one of the

mation technology, and com-
puter software are among the sectors that
researchers in technology companies are
working in.

RAMSARSSITES IN IRAN

Part 30
Physical features

Hamoun-e-Saberi and Hamoun-e-Helmand form
together with Hamoun-e-Puzak the main three
lakes in the Sistan Basin.

The last lake is the most northern one of those
three lakes, which is always flooded first and is
largely situated in Afghanistan.

At times of peak-flooding the entire complex
of lakes can cover over 200,000 ha. The lakes
are unusual in that although they lie within an
internal drainage basin, they are predominantly
freshwater lakes.

The system lies in an extremely arid region,
and receives the great bulk of its water from
the Helmand River, Fara River and several
smaller rivers rising in the highlands of cen-
tral and northern Afghanistan.

During long periods of droughts, only Hamoun-e-
Puzak receives enough water not to dry out.

However, during years of heavy rainfall, the
floodwater sweeps through all the lakes and
overflows into a vast salt waste to the south-
east, flushing the salts out of the system.

Hamoun-e-Saberi receives its water from
the Fara Rud, which enters in the north-east (in
Afghanistan), and from overflow of Hamoun-e-
Puzak to the east.

Hamoun-e-Helmand receives its water from the
southern branch of the Helmand river, and from
overflow of Hamoun-e-Saberi to the north.

In wet years the average water depth is about 50

cm, and the maximum depth is about 1.5 m.

Since prolonged drought in the 1980s, very little
submerged vegetation is growing at the lakes.

Recently (after 1992), most of the wetlands were
dry. The bottom of the lakes consists of alluvial silts.

To the south the wetlands are bordered by
low-lying plains. Much of the land around the
town of Zabol and around villages to the east of
the lakes is under irrigated cultivation.

The plains to the south consist of extensive bare
salt flats and sparsely vegetated sandy plains with
sand dunes and some tamarisk scrub.

Anisolated volcanic plug, Kuh Khvajeh, rises abrupt-
ly out of the marshes on the east side of Hamoun-e
Helmand, and in the west is a line of low earthen cliffs
situated at the edge of a vast undulating, gradually
rising desert plain. The climate is hot and dry.

Ecological features

Hamoun-e-Saberi and Hamoun-e-Helmand sup-
port habitats that include fresh to brackish lakes, ex-
tensive mudflats, reed-beds, sedge and salt marsh-
es, riverine tamarisk thickets, bare salt flats, and
vast sparsely vegetated desertic plains.

The marshes are predominantly eutrophic. In
years of prolonged flooding, an abundant sub-
merged aquatic vegetation develops on the flood-
plain. Halophytic vegetation fringes the wetland.

Surrounding areas are desertic, with very few
settlements and limited irrigated cultivation to the
south and east.

Source: Ramsar.org
To be continued
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New cases

New deaths

Total cases

Total deaths

New hospitalized patients
Patients in critical condition
Total recovered patients

Diagnostic tests conducted

Doses of vaccine injected

82
3
7,561,140
144,685
39
90
7,336,146

54,765,297

155,121,377
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Architecture: Safavid to Qajar periods

Part5
Here, as in shrines (Qazvin, Qom, Mahan)

or painted postcards depicting landscapes
and tourist spots.

Artist Ruholamin’s
commemorative painting of Gen.

Soleimani on hug

Frome Page 1 » The billboard
located on the northwestern
side of the square is regularly
used by the Islamic Revolution
Designers House and the Owj
Arts and Media Organization
for publicizing official ideas and
occasions.

The poster entitled “Jan-
Fada” (The Dedicated”) portrays
General Soleimani in front, behind
which are portraits of several
other national heroes, including
Mirza Kuchak Khan, Sattar Khan
and Rais-Ali Delvari.

[t also carries a Persian
calligraphy by Mojtaba
Hassanzadeh, featuring “Cho Iran
nabashad tan-e man mabad”
(“Would that my body no longer
be lest Iran not exist”), a verse
attributed to the Persian epic
poet Ferdowsi.

“Many brave men and women
sacrificed their lives throughout
contemporary history to
safeguard our geographical

A poster entitled “Jan-Fada” shows the portraits of General Qassem Soleimani and several other Iranian
personalities by Hassan Ruholamin.

-

e Tehran billboard

now, they are the iconic heroes of
Iran,” the designers of the poster
said in a statement.

“Hajji Qassem follows a line of
brave men and women such as
Bibi Maryam, Mirza Kuchak Khan,
Alimardan Khan, Rais-Ali Delvari,
Farangis, Kurdish Peshmerga,
brave Baluchi tribes and the
martyrs of the Sacred Defense,
and their remembrance will last

forever,” the statement added.

Ruholamin, who is mostly
famous for his paintings of
stories from the history of
Islam, also did “The Apocalyptic
Companion of Aba Abdillah”
to express his sympathy after
General Soleimani, the IRGC Quds
Force chief, was assassinated
in a US. air raid in Baghdad on

Produced one day after the
incident, the painting depicts
General Soleimani’s remains
embraced by Imam Hussein (AS),
the third Imam of the Shias.

An image of the artwork was
published on khamenei.ir, the
official website of Leader of the
Ayatollah

Islamic  Revolution

minarets proliferate as decorative accessories.
French inspired military architecture achieved
brief prominence under the Qajars (Tehran;
Maydan-e Tup Khaneh) but it was principally
in traditional and vernacular architecture
like caravanserais, bazaars, wind towers, and
hammams that high standards of construction
were maintained.

Qajar decoration is usually unmistakable.
Simple, rather strident tiled geometric or
epigraphic designs in small glazed bricks were
especially popular.

The repertory of cuerda seca tiles now
included episodes from the epic and legendary
past, portraits of Europeans, scenes from
modern life, and the country’s heraldic blazon
of the lion and the sun.

Pavilions and palaces bore figural paintings
which revived Sassanid royal iconography
(Negarestan palace, Tehran) or betrayed the
influence of European illustrated magazines

Bastardized European architectural forms—
steeply pitched roofs, decorative fenestration,
classical capitals, pediments, rounded
arches—combine incongruously with local
architectural vocabulary.

European styles and themes infiltrate the
carved figural stucco of this period. Also of
European origin is the most spectacular Qajar
decorative technique—mirrorwork.

Reflecting glass now complemented
polychrome tilework, adding play of light to
play of color (Golestan Palace; Hall of Mirrors;
Mashhad shrine).

The facetted surface of mogamas vaults
was the ideal vehicle for this late but still novel
expression of a classic preoccupation of Iranian
architecture—the dissolution of surface by
resplendent ornament.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
Concluded.

Architecture: Iran, before World War I

Part1

Two features of Reza Shah's efforts for
the modernization of Iran were related to the
architectural construction of the period.

One was his reference to the country’s ancient
history, which should inspire the present generation
to achieve new glories. The other was his desire
to adopt aspects of Western civilization in such a
fashion that Iran would become equal to the West.

Two significant social factors were decisive in
facilitating Reza Shah’s architectural plans and
contributing to their speedy accomplishment.

One was the new vigor of nationalism and the
desire for modemization and re organization of
Iranian society resulting from the Constitutional
Movement and the newly established
parliamentary system.

The other was the direction of the 20th century—
with all its characteristics and means—towards
construction of new and monumental structures,
industrial centers, and urban development.

Shortly after the establishment of the
parliamentary system in Iran, a strong desire for
preserving and restoring historical monuments
was exhibited by educated Iranians and certain
influential journals.

Sharing this enthusiasm, Reza Khan encouraged
the founding of the National Monuments Council
(Anjoman-e Asar-e Melli). The council, which received
support and academic assistance from such scholars
as E. Herzfeld, strove to fulfill those aims.

When Reza Shah spoke of the glorious past, he
named the rulers and heroes of pre Islamic Iran. In
the 1930s details from ancient monuments were
featured on a number of new government buildings,
under the academic supervision of E. Herzfeld, A.
Godard, and their associates.

The police headquarters at Tehran displayed a
long facade lined with copies of the columns of
the Apadana at Persepolis and, also at Tehran,
the facade of the Bank-e Melli, designed by the
German architect H. Heinrich offered a portico
with engaged columns which derived from one of
the palaces at Persepolis.

Agirls' school displayed a similar portico, which
was crowned with the winged symbol of Ahura
Mazda. The Muze-ye Irann-e Bastan showed
inspiration from a later period; its facade was
a version of the principal facade of the Sassanid
palace at Ctesiphon.

Admiration of a somewhat more recent past
extended to the renowned literary figures of
the country. At Tus, an impressive memorial to
Ferdowsi was erected, using the ziggurat base
and chamber structure of the tomb of Cyrus the
Great at Pasargadae as the model, but adorning
it with the engaged columns of the Persepolitan
rock cut tombs.

Dignitaries from many countries were invited to
attend its inauguration. It was designed as amassive
cube of marble, and each of its sides was decorated
with two columns in the style of Persepolis with
additional columns within each corner angle.

At Shiraz the site of the tomb of Hafez was
provided with an open octagonal structure,
approached through a long columnar portico; the
capitals of the columns were copies of those of
earlier Islamic periods.

Thetomb of Sadi, also at Shirazand long neglected,
was honored with a striking structure which was
basically neo classic, but related to the Islamic style
by placement of a dome over the central chamber. At
Nishapur the tomb of Omar Khayyam, not a major
poet to the Persians, was renovated but not rebuilt.

The American College at Tehran, renamed the
Alborz College as nationalistic feelings waxed, had a
remarkable impact on contemporary building.

In the 1930s its dynamic head, Dr. Samuel
Jordan, inaugurated the Moore Science Hall.
The college stated that the style of the building
was Persian Saracenic, and it did display such
elements as an entrance ayvan, pointed arch
windows, and faience decoration.

But its impact came as a result of its construction
with bricks of standard Western type which were 20
cm long, 7.5 cm high, and 10 cm wide.

Up until this time Iran had employed a brick which
was about 24 cm square and 4 cm high, and walls
were often rubble fill faced with bricks on both sides.

Such thick walls were out of place in modem
building, and yet a wall of single bricks would lack
cohesive strength. So almost in a moment walls
built of bricks of Western type laid as headers and
stretchers replaced the square bricks.

Features adapted from the Islamic architecture of
Iran began to appear more frequently. The imposing
building of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran
displayed a facade with a central ayvan with its sides
and spandrels covered with faience decoration.

To be continued.

boundaries and sovereignty, and

Sofia MENAR festival picks more films from Iran

TEHRAN - Movies from Iranian filmmakers
will also be screened in the different categories
of the 15th Sofia MENAR Film Festival in Bulgaria
as the organizers previously announced a special
section for Iranian women directors.

Eight films, including “Nargesi” by Payman
Eskandari, “Golden Blood” by Ebrahim Sheibani
and “Solo on Icebergs” by Ruhollah Sedigi will be
showcased in the feature film competition.

In “Nargesi”, Narges is Hossein’s dream
woman: beautiful, friendly, and always ready
to follow him and listen to him. And Hossein’s
biggest dream is to get married and be rich
so that the woman next to him is happy. But
the reality is a little darker for the charmer
because Hossein has Down’s syndrome and
to make his dream come true he will have to
make diligent efforts.

“Golden Blood” follows Nahid, a strong
woman who takes care of her children by
herself, driving around the city streets all day,
while her drug-addicted husband ruins the
everyday life of the whole family. Things get
complicated after the bodies of several women
are found and police warn single women to be
careful when out and about.

January 3,2020.

“Solo on Icebergs” tells the story of Yunes,
who cannot come to terms with his father’s
domineering nature and has been living away
from his home for 24 years. Today he faces a
test: he returns home for a family gathering. All
the relatives are on alert as to how everything
will end. Will the two men understand each
other as son and father or will they not talk to
each other until the grave?

This section also features “No Prior
Appointment” by Behruz Shoeibi, “The
Inheritance” by Sadeq Sadeqdagigi, “7 AM” by
Masud Farjam, and “Residents of Nowhere” by
Shahab Hosseini.

“Saralish”, a co-production between Iran
and Afghanistan by Yasser Ahmadi and Behruz
Bageri will be competing in this section.

The festivals short program “The
Inconvenient” has been dedicated to Iranian
films.

“Suite Night” by Mahtab Pishkhadam, “The
Children of Wild Orchid” by Farshad Mohammadi,
“Split Ends” by Alireza Kazemipur, “The Tendency”
by Mobin Pekand and “Giti Jan” by Shayan
Shahverdi will be screened in this section.

Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

e -

A scene from “Nargesi” by Iranian director
Payman Eskandari.

The Iranian movies “The Mirror” by
Mohammad Farzadfar and Saeid Shamani, “The
Single Horn” by Mohammad Kamal-Alavi and
“The Chick” by Bijan Arabi will compete in the
short program named “The Different”.

The Afghanistan-Iran co-production “Forced”
by Siavash Gorjestani will also be screened in
this section of the festival.

The Sofia MENAR Film Festival, which screens
movies from the Middle East and North African
Region (MENAR), will take place from January 16
to0 29, 2023 in the capital of Bulgaria.

Amelie Nothomb’s novel “Sulphuric Acid” published in Persian

TEHRAN - A Persian
translation of  “Sulphuric
Acid”, Belgian writer Amelie
Nothomb’s 2005 novel that
details the thoughts and
pursuits of the people involved
in a reality show recreating a
concentration camp, has come
to Iranian bookstores.

Mina Rahim is the translator
of the novel published by Qatreh.

For a TV reality show called
Concentration, prisoner
participants are chosen at
random from the population

The living

prisoners  are

and abducted in raids.

conditions in
the camp are deplorable: the
ill-nourished,
insulted, and beaten by the
guards (called “Kapos”).

Pannonique’s realname and he’s
ready to do anything to find out,
going as far as killing prisoners
who are close to Pannonique.

The media expresses shock,
thereby inciting more and more

Front cover of the Persian
edition of Amelie Nothomb'’s
novel “Sulphuric Acid”.

An interview with Akram Eslami

In her book “Cry in Solitude,” Akram Eslami
writes about Ashraf Al-Sadat Montazeri,
who she believes might serve as a successful
example for modern Muslim women who, in
addition to their own concerns, also look out
for their people.

* Were you acquainted with Ashraf Al-
Sadat Montazeri, the mother of the martyr
Mohammad Memarian, before creating the
book?

No, before meeting her for the first time,

Each day, two prisoners are
chosen and killed on camera.
Zdeno, one of the guards,
falls in love with Pannonique,
the heroine of the book and a
prisoner known in the camp by
her identity number CKZ 114.

Zdeno wants to know

people to watch the series.
Concentration reaches a frenzy
of scandal when the producers
give the public the right to
decide which prisoners will be
killed in public.

The TV audience votes en
masse, and more and more
people take up watching.

Cryin Solitude

| knew nothing about her. But as soon as |
met her, | was captivated by her attitude,
lifestyle, and managerial techniques used in
Jihad activities, all of which were interesting
and educational to me.

* How did the inspiration for creating the
book first strike?

A project about the martyrs’ mothers had
to be completed. Writing books about the
daily lives and pursuits of martyrs’ mothers
was the project’s final step after initial
research and analysis. Mrs. Montazeri was
one of the mothers who was identified and
honored in the same project.

When | initially evaluated and studied
the main sources, | became aware that this
character is not like other people. If a book
is published based on the life of this woman,
she can serve as a role model for many
women in society because of her traits,
which almost make her unique.

* What was your plan for talking to Mrs.
Montazeri and then basing your book on
her words?

Our meetings were continued in a fairly
regular schedule. The interviews were

conducted by me, and they were carried out
exactly as planned. | would categorize the
texts, and if further talks were required, |
would add them to the primary texts. Then
the writing process began, which was
finished with the fewest issues thanks to the
ample resources | had available.

* What time periods of this mother’s life
does your story describe?

The primary subject of the book is Mrs.
Montazeri’s life experiences, from her
early years up until her son Muhammad
Memarian’s martyrdom. Some of her moral
virtues are also addressed.

* How long did the research and writing
for this book take?

The essential information for this book
took around a year to compile, and | also
needed about a year and a half to write it.

* What did the narrator of the work say
once the book was published? Was she
happy with the outcome?

Yes! One of my pleasures is that she was
delighted with the outcome and exclaimed
with joy when she saw it.
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