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Economic costs of

Ukraine war

TEHRAN - The Ukraine war is one of the
most important challenges in the world of
politics, especially between Russia and the
West.

The war was begun in February 2014 with
a speech by Russian President Vladimir Putin
and continues until now.

Putin told the Russian people that he was
conducting a “special military operation” to
“denazify” Ukraine and prevent NATO from
expanding to Russia’s borders.

Many in the West see the war, which many
consider it the most disruptive conflict in
Europe since 1945, as a war of choice by Pu-
tin, but he says that NATQO’s 2008 decision
in favor of eventual Ukrainian membership
brought an existential threat to Russia’s bor-
ders.

This article, aim to list the reasons for the
start of the war, its process, and the costs of
the war.

Reasons of war

Several important reasons for the begin-
ning of the war have been listed.

Russia declared one of the reasons for
starting the war to help the Russians living
in the two republics of Donetsk and Luhansk,
two separatist regions of eastern Ukraine in
Donbas. » Page 5

Iranian forward Taremi
steals the show

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Mehdi Taremi is the top star of
Iranian football in European leagues, better
to say the only star!

The Iranian national continued his scoring
run in the Portuguese Primeira Liga, helping
his side Porto to a 4-1victory against Famal-
icao Sunday night.

Taremi scored the Dragon’s fourth goal
with a spectacular header in the 48th min-
ute. It was his tenth goal of the season in the
2022-2023 Primeira Liga and put him in the
second place of the league’s top scorers table
after Benfica’s Goncalo Ramos with 11 goals.

The Bushehr born striker jointly lead the
table of players with the most assists in the
Portuguese league.

To boost his eye-catching stats, the
30-year-old forward has helped Porto to
lead the Group B of the 2022/23 UEFA Cham-
pions League with five goals and two assists.
Porto will face Inter Milan on Feb. 22 in the
UCL Round of 16.

The Porto forward scored two goals
against England in Group B of the 2022 FIFA
World Cup.

Last week, Taremi was selected as the only
Iranian player in the International Federation
of Football History and Statistics (IFFHS)
Men’s AFC Team 2022.

The Iran international has been so prolific
with the Dragons since the summer of 2020
that Manchester United icon Rio Ferdinand
preferred the Red Devils sign FC Porto star
Mehdi Taremi rather than Besiktas’ Wout We-
ghorst.

The English signed finally signed the Dutch
striker. However, speaking on Vibe with Five
on Youtube, Ferdinand, who spent 12 years at
United, revealed that he would have Taremi
at the club over Weghorst. When asked about
the Holland international’s potential arrival,
the ex-defender said: “I'd have gone and got
Taremi in from Porto.” » Page 3
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German police on Saturday clashed with
anti-coal activists at a protest camp in the
abandoned western village of Lutzerath as
demonstrators tried to prevent it from being
mined for coal, according to private broad-
caster n-tv.

sv‘

Baton-wielding police used pepper spray
and water guns to disperse the mainly
masked protesters, who braved rain and
strong winds.

There were no immediate reports of ar-
rests or injuries, as the situation did calm

down later in the evening, according to police.

Anti-coal activists expressed dismay at the
crackdown in Lutzerath.

“What we are experiencing today and the last
few days is pure police violence.» Page 5

SP phase 11 development plan to reach final stages soon: Raisi

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-

si said phase 11 of the South Pars gas field
development plan is going to reach its final
stages in the near future, Shana reported.

“The development of phase 11 of South
Pars continued strongly after the foreign
contractors quit and it will reach the final
stages in the near future,” Raisi said in a

cabinet meeting on Sunday.

Mentioning the recent increase in the
country’s gas consumption due to the cold
weather, the president said the completion
of the South Pars phase 11 development plan
would have had a significant impact on bal-
ancing the current mismatch between pro-
duction and demand.

Fars Fajr Regions Theater Festival wraps up

A winners holds an award on stage during the Fajr Regions Theater Festival at the
Hafez Cultural Complex in Shiraz, Fars Province, January 15, 2023.

This festival is a prelude to the Fajr International Theater Festival to select plays for
the event, which is organized every year in late January as part of numerous celebra-
tions for the anniversary of the Islamic Revolution.

When fully developed, the South Pars phase
11 will have a production capacity of two bil-
lion cubic feet per day or 370,000 barrels of
oil equivalent per day. The produced gas will
be fed into Iran’s gas network.

Iran had previously awarded the develop-
ment of the phase 11 project to a consortium
comprised of France’s Total, » Page 4

Work underway
to develop Covid
vaccines effective on

new strains

TEHRAN - A health official has said different
centers are working to develop existing vac-
cines in order to be used against new variants.

Currently, two or three centers are work-
ing on the development of their own vac-
cines, deputy health minister Younes Panahi
said on Monday.

“But this does not mean that a new vaccine
will come and we will replace the existing
vaccines,” ISNA quoted Panahi as saying.

The Covid-19 virus has mutated in various forms
in the world and one of the most serious and dan-
gerous strains is the XBB strain, he added.

“In Iran, studies are currently being con-
ducted on new mutations, but there is no
new vaccine that is specific for it. So, we and
other countries use the same existing vac-
cines”” » Page 7

5000-year-old stoneware workshop discovered in Jiroft

TEHRAN - Archaeologists have found the
ruins of a stoneware workshop, estimated
to date from the third millennium BC, during
their recent excavations conducted in Jiroft,
which is known as a cradle of civilization in
southern Iran.

A team of archaeologists from the Univer-
sity of Tehran has discovered a wide variety
of stone vessels and stone ornamentations

from the site of Hajjiabad-Varamin in Jiroft,
IRNA reported on Monday.

Evidence suggests that a kind of recycling
operation is practiced in the workshop, ac-
cording to archaeologist Nasir Eskandari-Da-
maneh, the report said.

Seemingly, the stone containers and ob-
jects that were used or broken by people
were not thrown away in Jiroft, but their bro-

ken pieces were brought to the production
workshop to make smaller containers and
objects such as beads and pendants, the ar-
chaeologist stated.

Jiroft, a fertile plain situated in Iran’s Ker-
man province, is a splendid cradle of civiliza-
tion, which dates from the Early Bronze Age
(late 3rd millennium BC). Geological factors
have led to it being overlooked for » Page 6
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in Yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Saudi Arabia’s new
game in Africa

Saudi Arabia is seeking presence in Af-
rican countries, especially Kenya, Tanza-
nia, and Uganda, to diversify its partners,
the Etemad newspaper wrote. » Page 2

Protesters demand
return of assets stolen
by Pahlavi family

TEHRAN- A group of political activists
staged a rally on Monday outside Swiss em-
bassy in Tehran demanding the return of as-
sets stolen by the Pahlavi dynasty.

On the anniversary of Mohammad Reza
Shah’s escape from Iran in 1979, they de-
manded that the Shah’s family should return
assets owed to the Iranian government and
people.

The participants issued a statement un-
derling that “on this very day 44 years ago,
the traitorous and criminal Shah fled abroad
for fear of falling into the hands of the peo-
ple and being punished in the Islamic Court
of Justice in the wake of looting the assets
from the people”

They went on to add, “Such a huge theft
was another notorious move got down in
Pahlavi’s record”

The protesters called for the retumn of 384
suitcases filled with jewels and unique an-
tiques stolen by the Pahlavi family. “Such sto-
len assets are considered as the part of cultur-
al heritage of Iranians,” they said. » Page 2

Iranian culture
impetus for
Malaysian storyteller

Nor Azhar Ishak

TEHRAN - Malaysian storyteller Nor Azhar
Ishak has said that he has been influenced
by Iranian art, culture and the skills of Iranian
storytellers.

Ishak is competing in the 24th edition of the
Interational Storytelling Festival, which opened
on Sunday in the central Iranian city of Yazd.

He is scheduled to share his story “A Pangolin
Story” during the festival, which is organized
annually by the Institute for Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults -
Kanoon.

“| hope Iran and Iranian storytellers would
share their ideas and skills with storytellers in
other countries,” Ishak said in a press release
Kanoon published on Monday. » Page 8
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Saudi Arabia’s new game in Africa

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in Yesterday's Iranian newspapers.

from page 1 » In line with this policy, Riyadh
is pursuing the following goals: Exploiting the
geopolitical capabilities of these countries, pro-
moting Wahhabism, attracting experts for its oil
industry, guarantee its food security, etc.

The geopolitical situation of Tanzania, Uganda,
and Kenya are of importance to Saudi Arabia as
the three have access to high seas.

Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman also
plans to build mosques and universities under
the guise of cultural activities to promote Saudi
influence, as there are Muslim minorities in all
three countries. In this way, Saudi Arabia can also
effectively promote Wahhabism in these coun-
tries.

For its oil industry, Saudi Arabia needs African
skilled workers. Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania are
the countries that send migrant workers.

Riyadh is also trying to use these countries’
fertile lands to produce crops to counter possible
food insecurity.

Arman-e Melli: Let’s follow JCPOA more se-
riously

In an article, Arman-e Melli points to the ne-
cessity of revitalizing the nuclear agreement,
aka JCPOA, between Iran and the West, writing;
Neither Iran nor other countries will not give up
revitalizing the JCPOA.

As time goes by, the West raises more ques-
tions, but Iran should enter into negotiations
with new professional negotiators before the
time is over. The new team should have two char-
acteristics: First, they should be expert on the is-
sue, and second, they have to have authority and
have to be more open-handed.

Of course, the recent positions of the Europe-
an governments regarding Iran are greatly in-
fluenced by public opinion, but it does not mean
that they cannot fully return to the JCPOA revival
negotiations.

On the other hand, European countries’ ap-
proaches towards Iran are much tougher than
the United States. But regarding the pressure on
Iran, the U.S. and the Europeans are unanimous
to increase the pressure on Teran.

Although it is said that there are concerns
about referring Iran’s case to the Security Coun-
cil, if Iran is serious about the negotiations to re-
vive the JCPOA, the West still has not closed the
doors to the negotiations.

Kayhan: Sympathy for a dead wood or fear of
hitting the Western spy network?!

The hysterical and nervous reaction of West-
erners to the execution of a spy is out of fear that
Iran succeeded to deal a blow to the Western es-
pionage network inside Iran rather than sympa-
thy for a dead wood.

The arrest and execution of Alireza Akbari, a
dual Iranian-British citizen who spied for Britain’s
MI6, has angered British officials, and in the past
two or three days, from the prime minister to the
foreign secretary and TV networks protested the
execution hysterically and nervously.

Also, the reaction of other Western countries,
including the United States and France, and Jo-
seph Borrell, the European Union foreign policy
chief, was also exciting.

The nervous reaction of the Westerners to the
execution of the spy on one hand shows Iran’s
power in the intelligence war with the West,
and on the other, more than sympathy for a lost
cause, the West is afraid and worried about the
attack on their espionage network inside Iran.

Arman-e Emrooz: Russians are giving blood,
Turkey is benefitting

In an article, Arman-e Emrooz refers to some
developments in Central Asia and the Caucasus
and writes: The Ukraine war has created many
new situations in recent months in a way that put
all the possibilities of the coming years in doubt.

It writes: By taking the office in Armenia by Ni-
kol Pashinyan, a pro-West politician, Baku's army
started a war with Armenia, and in few weeks,
it took back important parts of the areas it had
previously lost.

The daily also refers to Russia’s Putin silence
against Baku's excesses due to the start of the
war in Ukraine and Erdogan’s use of Russia’s
problems, saying: When all the attention was fo-
cused on Ukraine, the Azerbaijani army launched
attacks on the borders of Armenia.

The Republic of Azerbaijan blocked Lachin Cor-
ridor to put pressure on the Armenians. Lachin is
the only way for Armenia to communicate with
Armenians in Karabakh.

Many believe that Baku has taken Lachin hos-
tage to connect to Nakhchivan through Zangezur,
which is also Erdogan’s wish, and it seems that
Armenia has also agreed to provide Baku with
a special railway line and highway to connect to
Nakhchivan.

But it seems that Baku wants more and has
actually drawn a plan for the southern part of Ar-
menia with the help of Turkey but they face a big
obstacle and that is IRAN.

Shargh: UK wants to activate trigger mecha-
nism unilaterally

The former ambassador of Iran in London
points to the anti-Iran actions of Britain in recent
months, especially after the execution of Alireza
Akbari, arguing that Britain is seeking to unilat-
erally activate trigger mechanism against Iran.

Talking to the Sharq newspaper, Seyed Jalal Sa-
datian said, “Britain reacted sharply to the execu-
tion of Alireza Akbari. It was completely unusual,
especially since England is known for “coolness
and caution in showing diplomatic reactions”.

He says, “London has chosen the policy of con-
frontation against Tehran and it is in line with
“diplomatic revenge against Tehran”.

Referring to Britain’s cooperation with the
United States and the country’s efforts to get
closer to Europe after Brexit, the diplomat says:
“The developments of the past four months have
led to a process that London now is looking to
take advantage of the opportunity against Teh-
ran. Therefore, the case will not be limited to just
recalling the British ambassador from Tehran;
By possibly ending support for the JCPOA nego-
tiations or placing the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) on the list of terrorist groups, En-
gland even intends to unilaterally activate the
trigger mechanism separate from Germany and
France”

Protesters demand return of assets
stolen by Pahlavi family

from page 1 » “Today, we have gathered out-
side the Swiss embassy in Tehran, which rep-
resents the U.S. interests in Iran, to notify the US.
officials to return what Shah looted from Iranian
people, otherwise, they will face the fury of the
revolutionary nation,” they shouted.

The statement listed the following demands:

1) The accounts of the disgraced Pahlavi fam-
ily in American and European banks should be
blocked and all money in cash should be returned
to the people of Iran.

2) More than ten palaces, islands, villas, and
numerous other properties that were bought
in America, England, Italy, Switzerland, France,
Spain, etc. with the money of the Iranian nation,
which are the properties of Iranians, must be re-
turned to Iran.

3) 384 suitcases full of jewels and unique an-

tiques stolen by the Pahlavi family should be re-
turned to the Iranian nation.

4) Iran’s assets which are frozen in the Amer-
ican banks are the inalienable right of the Irani-
an people and should be returned. If it is not the
case, it is our right to take the properties from
U.S. through any legitimate means.

American experts admit sanctions fail to prevent

Iran to becoming ‘prominent’ drone power

Iran has developed ‘over thirty-three models’ of drones

TEHRAN - Eric Lob, an associate
professor of politics and internation-
al relations at Florida International
University, and Edward Riehle, a re-
tired American colonel who works
on advanced technologies, sensors,
and sensor processing in Northern
California, have admitted that West-
ern sanctions on Iran have failed to
prevent Iran from becoming a ‘prom-
inent player’ in drone production.

“Western sanctions have been un-
able to prevent Iran from becoming
a prominent player in the military
drone market and sharing drone
technology with partners inside and
outside of the Middle East,” Lob and
Riehle wrote in the National Interest
on Sunday

The writers were referring to de-
cade-old sanctions on Iranian drone
manufacturers like the Quds Aviation
and Aerospace Industries Organiza-
tion (IAIO) and the Iran Aircraft Man-
ufacturing Industries Corporation
(HESA).

“For years, the United States has
imposed sanctions against Iran’s
military-industrial  complex and
manufacturing base, including en-
tities like IAIQ, HESA, Fajr Aviation
Composite Industries  (FACI), Iran
Helicopter Support and Renewal In-
dustries (PAHNA), and Iran Aircraft
Industries (IACI), to name a few. Nev-
ertheless, Iran's aerospace sector
and drone industry have continued to
expand and thrive,” they said.

Like IAIO, HESA has been sanc-
tioned by the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union, and the United King-
dom for over a decade, the writers
acknowledged in their article titled
“The Difficulty of Disrupting Iranian
Drones”.

“For years, the United States has
imposed sanctions against Iran’s
military complex and manufactur-
ing base, including entities like IAIO,
HESA.. Nevertheless, Iran’s aero-
space sector and drone industry have
continued to expand and thrive,” they
wrote.

They said Iran embarked on pro-
ducing drones in the mid-1980s,
when Iran was resisting the invading
Saddam Army.

“Iran has manufactured and oper-
ated military drones since the Iran-
Irag War in the mid-1980s. With over
thirty-three models, Iran’s highly de-
veloped, sophisticated military drone
complex comprises one of the four
pillars of its security strategy and
force structure, complementing its
missile technology, proxy forces, and
cyberwarfare,” Lob and Riehle stated.

“Drones have increasingly offered

an asymmetric advantage to Iran,’
they pointed out, adding, “Drones
have also enabled Iran to project
power and earn profits, showcase
technology and enhance prestige,
strengthen alliances in the Middle
East and beyond”

Earlier this month, the US. im-
posed sanctions against six execu-
tives and board members of Iran’s
Quds Aviation Industries under the
false pretext that the Islamic Re-
public had provided Russia with the
UAVs to be used by Moscow against
Ukraine, Press TV reported.

Iran, on repeated occasions, has
roundly rejected Washington's al-
legations. Last December, Iranian
Defense Minister Brigadier Gener-
al Mohammad Reza Ashtiani said
Ukrainian officials had failed to pro-
vide any evidence for their claim that
Russia was using Iranian drones in
the Ukraine war.

Russia has similarly denied de-
ploying any Iranian UAVs in the war
on Ukraine.

Lob and Riehle also said that Ira-
nian drones are less expensive than
their “Western counterparts and
have proven to be effective on the
battlefield”

Major General Mohammad Bageri,
the Iranian armed forces chief, said
last month that the Islamic Republic
is currently among the world’s top
five powers in the unmanned aeri-
al vehicles industry. He said Iran’'s
drones can carry out various mis-
sions with great accuracy and flight
endurance.

In May 2022, Bageri held a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for a new Ira-
nian drone factoryin Tajikistan, its
first offshore drone production fa-
cility.

Major Yahya Rahim Safavi, a top
military advisor to the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, also said on Oc-
tober 18, 2022 that now 22 countries
are seeking to buy drones from Iran.

“Iran’s aerospace
sector and drone
industry have
continued to expand
and thrive (despite
sanctions)”

“Today, we are at a point that 22
countries in the world have request-
ed to buy unmanned aerial vehicles
from Iran,” said Safavi, who was chief
of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) from 1997 to 2007.

UK infuriated on intelligence failure: MP

TEHRAN- The United Kingdom is fuming about
intelligence failures following the execution of Ali-
reza Akbari, an Iranian-British national, on charges
of spying for Britain's spy service, MI6, an MP has
remarked.

“The United Kingdom is not remorseful about
Akbari's death. It is always willing to make compro-
mises in order to achieve its intelligence objectives.
It is enraged about an intelligence failure,” said
Ebrahim Azizi, deputy head of the Parliament Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy Committee.

He said that Akbari had committed treason
against Iran and jeopardized vital military and se-
curity intelligence.

“All spies are dealt brutally over the world, and
this is an internationally acknowledged reality,’
Azizinoted.

He indicated that the British are furious because
they have discovered that their decisions through-
out the entire process went wrong as Iran’s intelli-
gence agencies had provided wrong information to
their agent.

They were enraged when they discovered that
Iranian security agencies had been keeping a close

eye on someone they had been investing on for
years.

He came to the conclusion that there was no
need to reply to the “baseless, unsubstantiated,
and unreasonable” claims regarding Akbari's exe-
cution that lacked both national and international
legal support.

Akbari, arrested some three years ago on espio-
nage charges, was sentenced to death over disrupt-
ing Iran’s internal and external security through the
transmission of information to the UK.

In a statement issued by the Ministry of Intelli-
gence last Wednesday, it emphasized that Akbari
was considered as a leading agent working for the
MI6, collecting sensitive information from Iran in a
bid to provide it to the spy service.

The report of his execution was announced on
Saturday by the Iranian Judiciary.

The Judiciary announced that Akbari, a former
Iranian deputy defense minister, was sentenced to
death and executed on charges of “corruption on
Earth,” “threatening social and political well-being,”
and “extensive actions against the country’s inter-
nal and external security through espionage for the

British government’s intelligence agency”.

In the reaction to his execution, British Foreign
Secretary James Cleverly sent a tweet on Saturday
night suggesting that London was contemplating
its options in light of Akbari’s verdict.

In addition, Cleverly stated on Saturday that
sanctions had been put on Iran’s prosecutor gener-
al following the execution of Akbari.

On Saturday, the Iranian Foreign Ministry also
summoned Simon Shercliffe, the British ambas-
sador in Tehran, in reaction to Britain's unusual ac-
tions, notably in the area of Iran’s national security.

When criticizing Tehran for its alleged violations
of human rights on Saturday, UK Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak underlined once more that “Our response
to Iran is not confined to today. We are considering
more options.”

Akbari had worked in various positions since
1360s (1980s), including the deputy minister of de-
fense under the presidency of Mohammad Khatami.

During the process of obtaining a visa from the
British embassy in Tehran, he was flagged by the in-
telligence agents stationed there and then became
a full-fledged employee for the British spy agency.

Raisi discusses initiatives for consistent supply of medicine

TEHRAN - Ebrahim Raisi, the
President of Iran, has called for
drawing up strategies to guaran-
tee a long-term supply of phar-
maceuticals and avoid seasonal
shortages in the country.

Speaking at a meeting of the
administration’s Economic Coor-

dination Headquarters on Sunday
in Tehran, Raisi urged the Health
Ministry and other relevant orga-
nizations to develop comprehen-
sive plans to progressively meet
the public’s demand for medicine
and prevent seasonal and short-
term shortages of pharmaceuti-
cals.

The president also emphasized
the need to subsidize medicine
and lower the cost of medical care.

Speaking at the meeting, Health
Minister Bahram Einollahi said the
scarcity of a small number of med-
ications that developed in the ear-
ly fall has been alleviated. Einollahi

also stated that Iran’s drug stocks
are in a good condition.

Raisi stated in December 2022
that Iran’s ability to produce 95
percent of its required medica-
tions may transform the country
into the region’s pharmaceutical
powerhouse.

Iran expresses sympathy to Nepal following tragic plane crash

TEHRAN- The deadliest plane disaster in Ne-
palin the last 30 years prompted a condolence
message from the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

The Foreign Ministry expressed sympathies
to the Nepalese government and people as
well as the relatives of the victims of the plane

disaster in a tweet on its Twitter account on
Monday.

Rescuers have found 68 bodies from the 72
individuals on board the Yeti Airlines ATR 72
plane that crashed minutes before landing in
Pokhara on Sunday in clear weather.

The aircraft was transporting 57 Nepalese
passengers, five Indians, four Russians, two
South Koreans, and one person each from
Argentina, Ireland, Australia, and France on a
planned 27-minute trip from Kathmandu to
Pokhara, gateway to the spectacular Annapur-
na mountain range.

Ulyanov: Revitalizing JCPOA will reduce tensions in the region

TEHRAN - Permanent Ambassa-
dor of Russia to the Vienna-based
international organizations Mikhail
Ulyanov stressed on Sunday that
the conclusion of the JCPOA dis-
cussions is a factor that will lessen
tensions in the region.

In a tweet, Ulyanov stated that
the best approach to avoid tensions

in the region is to conclude nuclear
negotiations with Iran.

Advancements in the nucle-
ar talks and reinvigoration of the
JCPOA might lower regional ten-
sions and pave the way for other
talks targeted at enhancing region-
al security, the Russian diplomat
noted.

“But the Western countries ap-
pear to be unprepared to do so,” he
remarked.

If the United States, the side that
had initially broken its JCPOA obli-
gations, had accepted Iran’s logical
demands concerning the signing
of a sustainable, just, and good
agreement, the deal would have

been possible after months of in-
tense negotiations, especially as the
JCPOA talks were completion.

Iran continues to stress that a
deal may be reached provided the
Americans behave properly. Iran is
seeking assurances that the US.
would not violate the agreement
once it is resurrected.



E3 following in the

foots

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - With talks over reviving
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal hanging
in the balance, major European
powers has doubled down on their
dependence on the United States.

Relations between Iran and Europe,
particularly the three European
signatories to the 2015 Iran deal
-France, Germany, and the UK (E3)-
are deteriorating as a result of hostile
measures taken by the E3 over the last
few months. The E3 began ramping
up diplomatic pressure on Iran since
last September, when nationwide
unrest broke out in Iran in the wake
of the death of Mahsa Amini in police
custody. While the unrest has come to
an end weeks ago, the E3 continues to
ratchet up pressure against Iran with
the execution of Alireza Akbari serving
as a catalyst in that regard.

The latest hostile move from the
E3 was Germany summoning the
Iranian ambassador over alleged
human rights concerns. “l can
confirm that the Iranian ambassador
was summoned to a meeting at the
Foreign Officetoday,’aspokesperson
for the German foreign ministry said,
according to Reuters.

By summoning the Iranian
ambassador, Germany followed the
path of France and the UK. This comes
at a time when there are growing
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debates in Europe about designating
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) as a terrorist group,amove that
will further dampen hopes forarevival
of the Iran nuclear deal, officially
known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).

When former U.S. President Donald
Trump designated the IRGC in 2019
there was a strong undertone of
dissatisfaction in Europe out of
concerns that the move would prevent
the revival of the JCPOA under the
next president. Fast forward to 2023,
the Europeans are mulling listing the
IRGC as a terrorist organization which
is indicative of the extent to which the
Europeans are ready to follow in the
footsteps of the White House.

The E3 have signaled that they
are open to the controversial move

teps of the

despite the fact that the JCPOA talks
are still underway. Peter Stano, the
lead spokesperson for the external
affairs of the European Union, said
Monday that the JCPOA talks are still
ongoing, according to Fars News.

But continued hostility from the E3
has cast a long shadow on these talks,
if not killed them. Pundits believe that
the E3 have joined forces with the US.
to turn up the heat on Iran with the
aim of pushing Iran back in the realm
of foreign policy.

“Putting pressure on Iran with the
aim of weakening Iran’s image among
global public opinion, alienating it from
allies, limiting Iran’s role in regional
and internationalissues, and inaword,
‘pushing Iran back’ in foreign policy,
are the most important goals three
European countries along with the US.

U.S.

have been pursuing,” Iran’s state news
agency IRNA said in areport.

According to IRNA, they also seek to
extract maximum concessions from
[ran in the nuclear talks.

The rising tensions between Iran
and the West in general also raised
guestions on what may come next.
Observers believe that the current
state of play between the two sides
is not moving in the direction of
de-escalation and that the possible
escalation of tensions could at some
point kill the last remaining hopes
for a resuscitation of the JCPOA.
Therefore, the West needs to think
about the consequences of its moves
on Iran, particularly after it signaled
openness to reviving the deal.

However, Iran repeated calls for
diplomacy was met with sanctions
and threats coming from the West.

Mikhail  Ulyanov, the Russian
representative to the Vienna-based
international orgnizations, referred
to this Western apathy toward the
JCPOA talks. “The best way to prevent
negative trends in the region would
be finalisation of the #ViennaTalks
on the #JCPOA. A breakthrough in
this field can ease tension and open
the way to intensified dialogue on
regional security. Apparently Western
countries are not ready for that,” he
said on Twitter.

Iraq deployment of border guards is part of agreement with Iran: MP

TEHRAN - An Iranian lawmaker has said that
Irag’'s move to reinforce border guards was part of a
security agreement between Iran and Iraq.

The lawmaker, Ahmad Hossein Fallahi, pointed
to Irag’s decision to deploy 6,000 troops to the
border with Iran and Turkey. “If security is not
provided by the neighbors, our country will take
action on its own, which will definitely cause
border tensions,” he said.

Fallahi was commenting on recent remarks by
Iragi Interior Minister Abdul Amir al-Shimmari,
who announced that Iraq has taken measures to
bring under control the country’s borders with
Iran and Turkey. “The Iraqi border is a red line, and
there will be no dereliction in controlling them,’
al-Shimmari told Al Arabiya.

He added, “There was a decision to control
the borders with Iran and Turkey and to take
measures to control these borders.. Amounts of
money have been allocated for maintaining the
borders with Turkey, building outposts, installing
cameras and building towers”

Al-Shimmari revealed that more than 6,000
policemen are present at the border posts with Iran
and Turkey in the Kurdistan region of Irag.

Fallahi said during the past few years, Iran has had
extensive cooperation to ensure the security of Iraq
and it has given many martyrs in this way.

“Currently, we have reached a time when the Iraqi
government has reached stability and has an army
that should be able to control its borders”

Fallahi said in an interview with the Islamic
Consultative Assembly News Agency (ICANA).

He went on to express regret that the border of
the Kurdistan Region towards Iran has become a
route for the entry of weapons and movement of
anti-revolutionary elements.

According to the recent memorandums with
the Iragi government, a brigade should have been
deployed on the Iranian border and a brigade on the
Turkish border to ensure border security, which has
been done.

Fallahi continued by emphasizing that if the Iragis
control their border, “our costs” in providing security
will also decrease and this is a two-way issue.

“The borders of our country and Iraq are long, and
to ensure security, cooperation and participation
of both sides is required, because no border point
should remain unmonitored.” he insisted.

Fallahi pointed out that it should be noted that
securing the border is not a voluntary action by Irag,
but is part of their duties.

“We hope that Iragi forces will continue to provide
the security of Irag’s borders and there will be no
need for Iran to enter into this issue,” he concluded.

Over the last few months, there have been
close consultations between Iran and Iraq over
border security. Iran has pummeled bases of
Kurdish separatist groups in Iragi Kurdistan,
saying that the groups are involved in fomenting
insecurity inside Iran.

“For years, the Islamic Republic of Iran has
been a target of terrorist groups based in the Iraqgi
Kurdistan Region. They have recently intensified
their activities by illicitly transferring a huge quantity
of weapons into Iran to arm their affiliates intended
at performing terrorist operations, resulting in
a number of civilian casualties, vandalism, and
destruction of public and private property,” the
[ranian mission to the United Nations in New York
said in November non-paper.

The mission added, “While reiterating the

responsibility of the Iragi Government to
maintain effective control over its entire territory

and internationally recognized borders, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has shared irrefutable
evidence and credible information with the
Iragi Government and authorities from the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region about terrorist and separatist
groups utilizing Iragi territory to plan, support,
organize and carry out terrorist and subversive
acts against Iran”

It noted, “- During several rounds of bilateral
consultations and negotiations with officials
from the Iragi Government and the authorities
of the Iragi Kurdistan Region, including a recent
visit to Tehran on 25 October 2022, by the advisor
for Iragi National Security, Iran has requested
the extradition of those who committed terrorist
crimes and were convicted by Iranian courts,
as well as the closure of the headquarters
and training camps of such terrorist groups,
and disarming of their elements. Iran has also
underlined the need of stationing Iragi military
forces along its borders. The Iragi delegation
agreed to the requests and also committed
to developing a timeframe for completing the
disarmament of such terrorist groups.”

The mission further said, “To date, unfortunately,
no effective measures have been taken to fulfill
such agreements. Nonetheless, Iran has persistently
stated its willingness to implement the aforesaid
agreements, but to no avail”

[t stated, “In such circumstances, Iran has
no choice but to exercise its inherent right to
self-defense under international law in order to
safeguard its national security and defend its
people and has recently launched necessary and
proportionate military operations against terrorist
groups’ bases in the Iragi Kurdistan region, which
was meticulously planned and precisely targeted
on terrorist locations.”

Iran, Turkey hold joint consular meeting

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkey held
on Sunday their 19th joint consular
meeting in which they discussed a
variety of consular issues.

Deputy Foreign Minister for
Consular, Parliamentary, and Iranian
Expatriates Affairs Alireza Bigdeli
and Turkish Deputy Foreign Minister
for Consular and Administrative
Affairs Yasin Akram presided
over the meeting which was also
attended by the representatives
of the justice ministries and
international police departments
of the two countries as well as
relevant organizations, according to
the Iranian foreign ministry.

In an amicable atmosphere,
the participants in the session
discussed the consular issues of
Iran and Turkey including the issues
of students, tourists, transit drivers,
detainees, borders and police as well

as extradition of convicts, facilitation
of services on borders, resolution
of the problems of expatriates of
both Iran and Turkey, recognition
of documents issued by the two
governments and other issues of
Iranian and Turkish nationals.

The two sides underlined the
importance of the role of popular
ties in bilateral relations between
Tehran and Ankara. They also
agreed that such issues must be
monitored and resolved through
regular consultations between
the two countries.

The consular meeting is held days
before Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian pays a
visit to Turkey for a joint meeting
on Syria. Last week, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
announced that his Iranian
counterpart Amir Abdollahian will

pay a visit to Turkey to attend a
ministerial meeting about Syria.

The Turkish foreign minister said
he would meet Amir Abdollahian next
Tuesday and “the Iranian President
can also visit Turkey in the upcoming
days,” according to Al-Monitor.

Iran has stepped up diplomatic
efforts  regarding Syria.  On
Wednesday, Iranian  President
Ebrahim Raisi and Russian President
Vladimir Putin discussed Syria,
among other things, over the phone.

In the conversation, President
Raisi emphasized that regional
issues can be resolved only through
cooperation and  coordination,
citing the Caucasus region and
Syria as examples. “The Islamic
Republic of Iran always emphasizes
strengthening regional integration
and the harmfulness of foreign
interference”

Regarding the efforts to solve the
Syrian issues, Raisi emphasized the
centrality of the Astana Framework
and announced the readiness of Iran
to play an active and constructive
role in ending the conflicts and
establishing peace in Ukraine,
according to a readout by the official
website of the Iranian presidency.

Putin, for his part, welcomed
Iran’s initiative to establish peace
in  Ukraine and  emphasized
coordination to solve the problems of
Syria within the Astana Framework.

Iranian pilot dies in South Africa accident

TEHRAN - A young Iranian pilot has lost
his life in an accident in South Africa, the
[ranian ambassador to the African country
announced.

The pilot, named Aryan Assad, lost his life
during a training mission on the outskirt of
Johannesburg, Ambassador Mehdi Agha Jafari
said on Instagram.

The ambassador described the incident
as “painful” and offered condolences to the
family of the pilot.

Jafari said the incident took place on Sunday.

Iranian forward
Taremi steals
the show

Frome Page 1 » At the beginning of the year
2023, the Union of European Football Associations
(UEFA) introduced the top scorers of 2022, and
Taremi was ranked 4th on the list. The top players
were Kylian Mbappé (Paris Saint-Germain &
France), Erling Haaland (Dortmund/Man City
& Norway), and Robert Lewandowski (Bayern/
Barcelona & Poland).

It was the icing on the cake for the Iranian
superstar, a man who according to a reporter on
the Portuguese Sports TV channel “does not know
how to play badly”.

Rezaei to remain Iran
sitting volleyball
coach

TEHRAN - Hadi Rezaei will lead Iran sitting
volleyball team in the 2022 Asian Para Games,
head of the sitting volleyball association Ali
Kashfia said.

The legendary coach inspired Iran to win the
2022 Sitting Volleyball World Championships
in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina in last
year’s November.

“We will participate in the ParaVolley Asia
Oceania Zonal Championships (PVAO) in Almaty,
Kazakhstan in July as well as 2022 Asian Para
Games in Hangzhou, China in October;’ Kashfia said.

“Rezaei will continue his cooperation with us until
the end of the 2022 Asian Para Games,” he added.

Rezaei was named as an Honorary Life
Member of World Paravolley in April 2022
due to his significant contribution to the
organization over the years.

Ex-Osasuna
midfielder Torres
joins Foolad

EHRAN - Spanish midfielder Roberto Torres
Morales joined Iranian top-flight football club
Foolad on Sunday.

The 33-year-old midfielder has joined Foolad
until the end of the season.

He was a member of Spanish football club
Osasuna since 2007.

Torres was teammate with Javad Nekounam in
Osasuna. Nekounam currently coaches Foolad.

Foolad sit seventh in Iran Professional League,
12 points behind leaders Persepolis.

Hosseinzadeh scores
to help Charleroi
defeat Cercle Bruges

TEHRAN - Iranian forward Amirhossein
Hosseinzadeh scored for Charleroi in Matchday
20 of the Jupiler Pro League.

Charleroi won 2-1 against Cercle Brugge
Sunday night. Charles Vanhoutte was on target
for the visiting team in the 27th minute

Isaac Mbenza leveled the score before the
halftime. Hosseinzadeh scored the winner six
minutes into the second half.

In the Belgian Pro League standings, Charleroi
move away from the red zone and climbs to 11th
place with 25 points, one less than Cercle Bruges
who remain in 10th.

Iran chess player
ties with top Chinese
rival in Tata Steel

TEHRAN - Top Iranian chess player Parham
Maghsoodloo succeeded to draw with his
prominent Chinese rival Ding Liren in the Tata
Steel Chess Tournament.

The 85th edition of the Tata Steel Chess
Tournament, one of the most prestigious events
in the international chess calendar, is being held in
Wijk aan Zee, the Netherlands, from Jan. 13-29.
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Maghsoudloo and ~ Mohammad-Amin
Tabatabaei represent Iran in the international
tournament. Maghsoodloo  defeated the
second world-class chess player. The Iranian
champion, with the rating of 2719, could draw
the renowned Chinese chess player Liren Ding,
with the rating of 2811.

Magnus Carlsen with 15 scores stands
first in the Tata Steel Chess Masters 2023.
Maghsoodloo gained one score in three
competitions to stand 11th in the event.

The format is a 14-player round-robin. The
time control is 100 minutes for 40 moves
followed by 50 minutes for 20 moves, then
15 minutes for the rest of the game, with a
30-second increment per move from move one.

Tabatabaei also succeeded in overcoming a
rival from Slovakia. This Iranian chess player
stands third after grasping 1.5 scores in the Tata
Steel Chess Challengers 2023.

Taremi on target
against Famalicao

TEHRAN - Porto football team got back
to winning ways in the Primeira Liga after a
comfortable 4-1 victory against Famalicao
Sunday night.

Galeno scored twice in the 10th and 21st
minutes and Otavio made it 3-0 on the stroke
of half time.

Mehdi Taremi extended the lead three
minutes after the break before Rui Fonte
reducing the deficit in the 52nd minute.

Taremi was also denied a sensational goal in
the 57th minute when his goal was ruled out by
VAR for handball.

The Dragons reduced the gap at the top of the
table to five points, the three-way battle for the
title with Benfica and Braga well and truly on.

Iran’s women’s
ice hockey into
final: Kazan Cup

TEHRAN - Iranian women'’s ice hockey team
defeated Bahrain (10-1) and Saudi Arabia (on
penalties) to book a place in the final match
of the “Russia - the Islamic World: Kazan
Summit 2022”.

The Iranian women’s team will play Tatarstan
in the final match on Tuesday.

Iran’s men’s hockey team also lost to the UAE
9-6.

The international event is being held in Kazan,
the capital of Tatarstan from January 13 to 18.

The tournament has brought 12 men’s and
five women’s teams together in two arenas: the
Sports Palace and Tatneft Arena.

The decision to hold the competition
was made within the framework of the
international “Russia - the Islamic World:
Kazan Summit 2022”.

More than 300 hockey players from 14 Islamic
states are taking part in the tournament.

Coach keen to avoid
Sayyadmanesh
‘mistake’ with
strike duo

TEHRAN - Liam Rosenior does not want
a repeat of the injury picked up by Allahyar
Sayyadmanesh, after the Iranian international
returned from a torn hamstring, before
breaking down at Wigan Athletic earlier this
month.

Rosenior will be mindful of what happened to
the pacey 21-year-old.

“At the moment, | need to make sure. We
saw with Allahyar, we brought him back and he
made all the positive signs and then his injury
reoccurred, and we don’t want that happening.

“That’s on me. | made a conscious decision
along with the medical team, but I'm the
decision-maker in terms of that,” Rosenior

“| felt terrible for Allahyar, and what | don’'t
want to do with Aaron and with Benji is put
them in a position where they can't be a threat
for us in the next four or five months, rather
than the next four or five games.’



ECONOMY

JANUARY 17,2023

Straight Truth

Commodities worth over $950m
traded at IME in a week

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday), Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME) witnessed the trade of
2.165,000 tons of commodities with a total
trading value of more than $950 million on
its physical market.

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations
and International Affairs Department, the
exchange traded on its metals and minerals
trading floor 1,679,139 tons of commodities
valued at more than $705 million.

On this floor the IME sold 1,006,174 tons of
cement, 604,600 tons of steel, 83,000 tons
of iron ore, 10,025 tons of aluminum, 8,035
tons of copper, 900 tons of zinc, 500 tons of
lead, 200 tons of molybdenum concentrate,
24 kg of gold bars and 10,792 vehicles.

Furthermore, the IME witnessed on both
domestic and export rings of its oil and
petrochemical trading floor 407,876 tons of
commodities worth more than $223 million.

Commodities traded on this floor included
134,857 tons of bitumen, 98,000 tons of
vacuum bottom, 96,649 tons of polymeric
products, 39,390 tons of chemicals, 31,000
tons of lube cut, 6,075 tons of base oil, 1,800
tons of petroleum products and 955 tons of
sulfur.

The IME also traded within the same week
78,279 tons of commodities on its side
market.

As previously reported, 10,931,107 tons
of commodities worth over $3 billion were
traded at Iran Mercantile Exchange during
the past Iranian calendar month Azar (ended
on December 21,2022).

The exchange traded on both domestic
and export rings of its oil and petrochemical
trading floor 1,791,743 tons of commodities
valued at nearly $991 million.

ThelME’s customers purchased onthisfloor
526,000 tons of vacuum bottom, 491,023
tons of bitumen, 419,853 tons of polymeric
products, 157,696 tons of chemicals, 120,500
tons of lube cut, 41,000 tons of sulfur, 23,788

tons of oil, 9,632 tons of petroleum products,
1,200 tons of insulation and 1,050 tons of
feedstocks.

Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of
9,133,701 tons of commodities worth more
than $2 billion on its metals and minerals
trading floor.

Items traded on this floor included
4,592,219 tons of cement, 2,199,000 tons
of iron ore, 1,784,395 tons of steel, 340,000
tons of sponge iron, 131,650 tons of zin,
31,175 tons of aluminum, 24,731 tons of
copper, 2,000 tons of cast iron, 750 tons of
molybdenum concentrate, 100 tons of lead,
36 tons of precious metals concentrate and
272 kg of gold bars.

It's worth noting that the IME also traded
13,686 vehicles on its automobile trading
floor.

Last wasthe IME'’s side market on which the
exchange traded 5,649 tons of commodities

The value of trades at Iran Mercantile
Exchange rose 102 percent, and the volume of
trades at the exchange increased 128 percent
in the past Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended
on March 20, 2022), which was the highest
level of growth in the history of the exchange
since its establishment.

Statistical data show that in the past year,
in addition to new records in the volume
and value of trades of different products,
10 major records in total value and physical
market trades were registered. In a way
that besides the total value of trades, the
volume and value of physical market trades,
the volume, and value of industrial products
and petrochemicals trades, the value of oil
products trades and the volume and value of
side market trades all hit records.

IME is one of the four major stock markets
of Iran, the other three markets are Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also as Iran
Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX).

TEDPIX gains 36,970 points on

Monday
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TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 36,970 points
to0 1.68 million on Monday.

As reported, over 14.841 billion securities
worth 90.575 trillion rials (about $226.43
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 29,202 points,
and the second market's index climbed
67,864 points.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) has said that the

country’s stock market has been passing
through a challenging time but considering
the government’s support, the future of the
market is going to be bright.

“The capital market has gone through a
challenging period and in the past two and
a half years, various issues occurred in the
market that led to the creation of a heavy
psychological atmosphere,” Majid Eshgi told
the press.

According to the official, various plans have
been implemented by the government and
SEO since October in three major axes and
extensive efforts have been made to achieve
the goals set for the market.

Mentioning a support package unveiled
by the government, Eshgi noted that 10
strategies were considered in order to
protect the rights of investors with an
emphasis on long-term benefits, increasing
the role of the capital market in the financing
of development projects, and improving the
effectiveness and smartening of the market’s
regulatory system.

Iran’s stock market has been wrestling
with drastic ups and downs over the past two
years and the government has been trying
many strategies to return calm to the market
and make it the attractive investment place
it once was.

' SP phase 11 development plan to

reach final stages soon: Raisi

From page 1 » China National
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC), and
Petropars which is a subsidiary of the
National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC),
however, Total and CNPCI pulled out
of the project in 2019 due to the US.
sanctions.

Currently, Petropars is developing
the phase 11 project after its partners
left the contract.

The drilling operation for the
first well of mentioned phase was
officially started in December 2020.
In the early production stage, the

TEHRAN- Iranian tire manufacturers
produced 18,420,876 car tires in the first nine
months of the current Iranian calendar year
(November 22-December 21, 2022), rising two
percent from the output in the same period of
time in the previous year.

This number of produced tires weighed
over 196,238 tons, with one percent growth
year on year.

According to the statistics, in the mentioned
period, 121,943 tons of passenger car tires
were produced, showing an eight-percent
rise year on year.

Meanwhile, 18,823 tons of van tires were
produced, indicating a nine-percent fall, and
38,355 tons of truck and bus tires were produced,
showing a nine-percent drop.

Production of the tires of agricultural vehicles
experienced a decline of 11 percent to stand
at 13,958 tons, and that of road building and
industrial vehicles fell 15 percent to 3,158 tons in
the period under review.

In the first nine months of the present year,
14,119 tons of bicycle and motorcycle tires were
also produced, indicating a three percent rise
year on year.

Production of tubes fell seven percent to
stand at 6,966 tons.

Iranian tire manufacturers produced 47,624,426
vehicle tires in the past Iranian calendar year 1400
(ended on March 20, 2022), which was one percent

more than the figure of the preceding year.

This number of produced tires weighed over
288,149 tons, with a four-percent drop year on year.

As reported, 24,179,708 car tires weighing
259,096 tons were produced in the past year, with
a four percent drop in number, and a five percent
fallin weight as compared to the preceding year.

In the previous year, 152,251 tons of passenger
car tires were produced, showing a five-percent
fall year on year.

Passenger cars accounted for 587 percent of
the total tires produced in 1400.

Van tires output rose six percent to stand at
27360 tons, while truck and bus tires output fell
six percent to stand at 54,928 tons.

Production of the tires of light agricultural
vehicles experienced a decline of 24 percent
to stand at 3,256 tons, while that of the heavy
ones also declined by eight percent to stand at
16,620 tons.

Production of tires for road building and
industrial vehicles also fell 28 percent to 4,681 tons
in the period under review.

In the past year, 18,746 tons of bicycle and
motorcycle tires were produced, showing 13
percent growth.

Production of tubes rose one percent to stand at
10,307 tons.

Thetireindustryhasa60-yearhistoryinlran.
Currently, 11 tire manufacturing companies

output of this phase will reach 500
million cubic feet (equivalent to 14
million cubic meters) per day.

South Pars is the world’s largest
gas field, covering an area of 3,700
square kilometers of Iran’s territorial
waters.

The giant field is estimated to
contain a significant amount of
natural gas, accounting for about
eight percent of the world’s reserves,
and approximately 18 billion barrels
of condensate. The field is divided
into 24 standard phases.

Over 18.4m car tires produced in 9 months

are active across the country that produce
tires for passenger cars, trucks, buses, vans,
road construction, and agriculture machinery,
as well as bicycles and motorcycles in addition
to other types of tubes.

Some 15,000 people are directly employed
in this industry and more than 250,000 people
are indirectly involved in the value chain of this
industry.

Thelraniantireindustry, despite the continuation
of sanctions and the coronavirus pandemic
conditions, as well as some domestic restrictions,
has been following a thriving and successful path
over the past few years.

In addition to the successes achieved in terms
of the output amount, Iranian tire manufacturers
have entered new areas including production of
the wide-base tires and the tires of SUVs.

Wide base tires, which are a new generation of
heavy vehicle tires, have been produced for the first
time in West Asia by Iranian producers.

Monthly production of industrial companies active in stock

market up 12.9%

TEHRAN - The production index
of Iranian industrial companies
active in the stock market has

report,

According
automobile and auto

to the IPRC -

%y

yr/yr

production index of the mentioned
companies grew 8.2 percent in the

grown 12.9 percent in the ninth
Iranian calendar month of Azar
(November 22-December 21,2022)
as compared to the figure for the
same month in the previous year.

Based on the data released by
the Iranian Parliament Research
Center (IPRC), this is the highest
level the index has reached in the
current Iranian calendaryear (ends
on March 20), IRNA reported.

As reported, the sales index of
the mentioned companies has
also grown 157 percent in the
mentioned month, year on year.

Export of citrus fr

parts companies had the best
performance this month, so that
the production and sales indices
for this sector show a growth of
484 percent and 86.7 percent,
respectively, compared to the
same month of the previous year.

The production index of the
pharmaceutical  sector  also
reached the highest level in the
last two years and increased by
256 percent compared to the
same month of the previous year
and seven percent compared to
the previous month.

Last month, IPRC reported that

the revenues of Iranian industrial
companies active in the stock
market increased by 14.4 percentin
the eighth Iranian calendar month
of Aban (October 23-November 21)
as compared to the figure for the
same month in the previous year.

Based on the IPRC data, the

mentioned month, year on year.

Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) had earlier
announced that the revenues
of 67 percent of the Iranian
companies active in the stock
market increased in the eighth

Iranian calendar month as
compared to the same month in
the previous year.

Based on the SEO data, of the
39 major industries active in
the stock market, 28 industrial
groups earned more profit in the
mentioned month compared to
the previous year.

uits reach 150,000 tons in 9 months

TEHRAN - Iran has exported 150,000 tons of
citrus fruits valued at $57 million in the first nine
months of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21, 2022), according to a senior
official with the country’s Agriculture Ministry.

Zahra Jalili-Mogadam, the director-general of
the tropical and semi-tropical fruits office of the
Agriculture Ministry, put the country’s total citrus
production in the current year at 5.6 million tons, of
which 3.4 million tons were oranges.

According to Jalili-Mogadam, in the first nine
months of this year, 107,000 tons of oranges,

37000 tons of tangerines, and 5000 tons of
lemons were exported to other countries, IRNA
reported.

Iran exported about 177,000 tons of citrus fruits
worth $66 million in the previous year, the official
said.

She attributed the growth of the country’s
citrus production to the implementation of
technical recommendations and optimal orchard
management by gardeners in addition to the
timely control of diseases and pests compared to
previous years.

Flowers, ornamental pl

TEHRAN- Statistics show that in
the last 20 years, the demand for
buying ornamental flowers has been
increasing worldwide.

It has taken a growing trend inside
[ran as well, so that the cultivation
of flowers and ornamental plants
has expanded appreciably and the
number of production units has now
reached 15,000.

In the past, Mahalat city, in central
Markazi province, was considered the
hub of the flower production in Iran,
but now other important cities have
been added to Mahalat.

Tehran province is one of the

largest cities with 3,200 production
units in the cultivation of cut flowers
and seasonal flowering plants,
Mazandaran province with the
cultivation of apartment plants and
plants for green spaces, Mahalat city
in the cultivation of flowering plants
and cut flowers, and the provinces of
Isfahan, Kerman, Khorasan and East
Azarbaijan are ranked next.

Iran has the 17th place in the world
in the production of flowers and
ornamental plants, but it is ranked
107th in terms of export.

Every year, three billion flowers
and oramental plants are produced
in the country, of which only 300

ants export increase requires mass production

million are exported. 50 percent
of the produced flowers are sold
domestically and the rest is thrown
away.

As stated by the chairman of
Flower Retailers’ Association of
Tehran, flowers and ornamental
plants consumption per capita in fran
is 20, while the figure is 150 to 250 in
the world.

“We must have mass production to
reduce the price of flowers” Gholam-
Hossein  Soltan-Mohammadi has
stated.

According to him, to produce
flowers and ornamental plants for

ST,

export, it should be considered as an

industry and the demands of target
companies should be evaluated.



Economic costs of

Ukraine war

From page 1 » Russia has
repeatedly stated that the two
regions have a Russian majority
and should either become
autonomous or join Russia.

The Kremlin has declared
racism against the Russians as
the reason for the war.

Story of two provinces

After the Russian annexation
of Crimea, Russians established
self-rule governments in these
two provinces. They were only
able to take over parts of the two
provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk,
so a struggle started to conquer
the two provinces. Ukrainian
government forces also engaged
in a military conflict against the
separatists. As a result, more than
14,000 people were killed and a
many were displaced.

In 2015, with the mediation
of France and Germany, an
agreement was signed between
Russia and Ukraine, which became
known as the Minsk Agreement.
The main goal of the deal was
to end the conflict between the
Ukrainian army and Russian-
backed separatists in Donbass.
According to the agreement, in
exchange for regaining control of
its borders with Russia, Ukraine
gave these two regions autonomy
in  many areas, which was
supported by the United States
and its allies.

But the agreement was
annulled by the war, and once
again Donbass became the core
of the crisis between Russia and
Ukraine and Putin said in his
speech before the start of the war:
The people’s republics of Donbass
have asked Russia for help.

NATO expansion to the East

As mentioned above, one of
the most important reasons for
the start of Russia’s war against
Ukraine was Kyiv’s decision to join
NATO; in another word, to expand

the military coalition to Russia’s
borders and threaten the country.

In his speech, Putin said: |
will begin with what | said in
my address on February 21,
2022. | spoke about our biggest
concerns and worries, and about
the fundamental threats that
irresponsible Western politicians
created for Russia consistently,
rudely, and unceremoniously
from year to year. | am referring
to the eastward expansion of
NATO, which is moving its military
infrastructure ever closer to the
Russian border. It is a fact that
over the past 30 years, we have
been patiently trying to come to
an agreement with the leading
NATO countries regarding the
principles of equal and indivisible
security in Europe. In response
to our proposals, we invariably
faced either cynical deception
and lies or attempts at pressure
and blackmail, while the North
Atlantic alliance continued to
expand despite our protests and
concerns. Its military machine
is moving and, as | said, is
approaching our very border.

Nuclear threat reason for
start of the war!

Some sources say that another
reason for the start of the war
was Kyiv's threat to resume
its nuclear program, and to
prove it, they point finger at the
statements of Dmitry Medvedev,
the former president and prime
minister of Russia and the current
deputy of the Security Council of
this country.

Ukraine’s “threats” to resume
its nuclear program were largely
the reason for Moscow’s “special
military operation,” Medvedev
said on Nov, 7, 2022.

One of the reasons for
conducting the “special military
operation” was the “threats” by
Ukrainian leaders that hinted
resumption of the nuclear

program, which Kyiv relinquished
under the Budapest Memorandum
of 1994, Medvedev wrote in a
message on the country’s VK
social network, according to TASS.

“What do we see in contrast
next to our own borders? Poor
puppets from an inferior state,
now weeping bitterly about the
decision taken under the Budapest
Memorandum of 1994 to withdraw
the nuclear arsenal located on
their territory and inherited
from the USSR Medvedev said,
following statements describing
South Africa’s accession process
to the Nonproliferation Treaty.

Later, Medvedev said that
Ukrainians always perceived Kyiv’s
accession to the international
treaty as a forced step decided
“under harsh pressure from
Washington,” adding that this was
the case even though Ukraine “did
not have the means to support the
‘might’ (nuclear weapons) that
had fallen to it by chance”

He further said Ukrainian
leaders, from former President
Leonid Kravchuk to current
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
have expressed that “they would
be happy to use it (nuclear
weapons) against us (Russia) and
their own citizens (Ukrainians).”

Whatever the reason for this
war, it cost a lot for the parties,
especially the European Union,
which was highly dependent on
Russian energy.

This cost can be examined in
two dimensions.

Direct costs

The war in Ukraine, which is
called the most destructive in
Europe after World War II, has cost
a lot to the parties involved.

Ukraine imports most of the
weapons it needs. Although the
country does not pay for the
purchase of these weapons, its
supporters - Europe, the US,

and NATO - who are forced and
committed to supplying Ukraine
with weapons, bear the most
costs.

Although the exact costs
of these countries cannot be
assessed, the cases announced
by them show that Europe and
the United States have incurred a
lot of costs, some of which are as
follows:

Short-Term Military Support
(517 billion): This includes the
transfer of weapons, both US.
weapons and those purchased
from allies, training of Ukrainian
military personnel, and
intelligence sharing.

Long-Term Military Support
(5104 billion): This consists of
money that Ukraine can use to buy
new weapons, mostly from the
United States but also elsewhere.

US.  Military  Operations
(59.6 billion): In the spring, the
United States sent about 18,000
troops to Europe to strengthen
defenses and deter Russia. These
deployments cost money above
what was planned in the DOD
budget.

DOD General Support ($1.2
billion): This  covers a wide
variety of activities, some only
tangentially related to Ukraine, to
prepare DOD for future conflicts.

Indirect costs

Indirect costs can also be
referred to human costs, war
refugees and the EU energy
debate.

Europe, as a place on the front
line of Ukrainian immigrants,
suffered from two aspects.
First, Ukrainian refugees directly
entered Europe. Second, there
was the issue of gas and energy
crisis.

Nearly 8 million refugees
fleeing Ukraine have been
recorded across Europe, while an
estimated 8 million have been
displaced within the country by
late May 2022. Approximately
one-quarter of the country’s total
population had left their homes in
Ukraine by March 20, 2022.

Another impact of the Ukraine
war was on the European
benchmark natural gas prices.

The countries of the European
Union, as importers of Russian
gas, were deprived of energy due
to their positions, and the energy
challenge has turned into a super
crisis for several months.

The benchmark price spiked to
227 euros after Russia invaded
Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022, and to
around 350 euros in late August.
As of Jan. 3, 2023, the benchmark
price is about 74 euros.

Of course, the same cases are
also true for Russia; the country
has also suffered a lot of financial
losses in addition to the loss of
lives.

The sanctions of the European
Union and the United States
against this country, especially
in the field of energy, are one of
these losses.

German police violently suppress anti-coal activists

From page 1 » We are shocked at how
the police are proceeding and condemn
this behavior. We remain steadfast because
we know what we are fighting for: climate
justice!” tweeted one activist of the anti-coal
group Lutzerath bleibt.

More than 10,000 people took part in the
anti-coal protest as police were completing
the eviction of the remaining protesters who
retreated to underground tunnels.

Earlier in the day, Swedish climate activist

Greta Thunberg took part in a rally against the
demolition of the village.

“The situation in Lutzerath is a huge
international embarrassment for the federal
(German) government,” Thunberg told the
German Press Agency in Cologne.

“People have been defending Lutzerath for
years as part of a global justice movement.
The fact that people are taking action is a sign
of hope,” she added.

Thunberg had sharply criticized the actions
of the police clearing the village.

“It's outrageous how the police violence is,’
said the 20-year-old climate activist.

Since Wednesday, the police have been busy
clearing and demolishing the area previously
occupied by climate activists. Energy company
RWE then wants to excavate the coal
underneath. According to the government,
this is necessary to ensure energy security.

German defense minister steps down amid mounting criticism

German Defense  Minister
Christine Lambrecht resigned
on Monday following a series of

anymore about the German
armed forces (Bundeswehr) and
security policy decisions,a€ she

neglecting the severe problems
of the armed forces, and for being
slow with weapons deliveries for

made it hard to hear her words.

But she continued her speech
saying the ongoing Russia-

fiascos and sharp policy turns
that increased pressure on the
government.

Lambrecht told the German
press agency DPA that she
has offered her resignation to
Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

a€ceThe months-long media
focus on myself hardly allows
for factual reporting and debate

said in her statement.

Ukraine. Ukraine war led to a€cemany
“The valuable work of the The Social Democrat politician ~ encounters with great and
soldiers and the many people in came under heavy criticism interesting peopled€ and she

my department must be in the
foreground. That's why | decided
to make my office availablea€
she added.

Lambrecht was widely criticized
by the opposition parties for
failing to show leadership,

earlier this month after she
posted a New Year’s speech on
social media, which was filmed
during celebrations in Berlin.
“Therea€™s a war raging in the
middle of Europe,a€ she said,
while fireworks in the background

was able to gain &€cemany special
impressions.a€

German opposition politicians
and defense experts called the
video an a€ceembarrassment,a€
urging the defense minister to
step down.
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Islamic State claims
church bombing in
east Congo; 14 dead

Islamic State claimed responsibility for
a bombing of a church in eastern Congo as
authorities said Monday that the death toll
from Sunday’s attack had risen to at least
14.

The Islamic State group and its Aamaq
news outlet issued statements saying that
its militants had planted an explosive device
inside the Pentecostal church in Kasindi and
detonated it while people were praying.

“Let the Congolese forces know that their
continued attacks on the Mujahideen will
only bring them more failure and losses,” the
group said in its statement.

The extremists claimed the bomb killed
20 Christians. Congolese authorities put
the toll Monday at 14 dead and at least 63
wounded.

The injured were evacuated to Beni
General Hospital by the UN peacekeeping
mission known as MONUSCO, authorities
said.

Mursal Nabizada:
Gunmen kill former
Afghan MP at home in
Kabul

A former Afghan MP and her bodyguard have
been shot dead at her home in the capital Kabul,
Afghan police have said.

Mursal Nabizada, 32, was one of the few female
MPs who stayed in Kabul after the Taliban seized
power in August 2021.

Her brother and a second security guard were
wounded in the attack on Sunday.

Former colleagues praised Nabizada as a
“fearless champion for Afghanistan” who turned
down a chance to leave the country.

Since the Taliban returned to power in 2021,
women have been removed from nearly all areas
of public life.

Nabizada, from the eastern province of
Nangarhar, was elected asamember of parliament
from Kabul in 2018 and stayed in power until the
Taliban takeover.

She was a member of the parliamentary
defence commission and worked at the Institute
for Human Resources Development and Research.

Burkina Faso unrest:
Suspected jihadists
abduct 50 women

Some 50 women have been abducted by
suspected jihadists in northern Burkina Faso,
local officials say.

Residents in Arbinda said two groups of
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women were taken as they were out gathering
leaves and wild fruits because of a severe food
shortage.

A small number managed to escape and
raise the alarm.

The abductions happened on Thursday and
Friday, but news has just emerged, as much
of the area has been blockaded by Islamist
militants.

“The women got together to go and gather
leaves and wild fruits in the bush because
there is nothing left to eat,” one resident told
the AFP news agency, adding that they had left
with their carts on Thursday.

“On Thursday evening, when they didn't
come back, we thought that their carts had had
a problem. But three survivors came back to
tell us what happened,” said another resident.

Arbinda in the Sahel region has been hit hard
by the jihadist insurgency.

Roads in and out have been blocked by
the jihadists, there is severe hunger as food
supplies are limited, and the humanitarian
situation is desperate.

Firms in Europe, US
helping Myanmar
manufacture arms,
report says

Companies in the United States, Europe and
Asia have been helping Myanmar's military
manufacture weapons used in human rights
abuses, according to three former United Nations
experts.

Companies from 13 countries - including
France, Germany, China, India, Russia, Singapore
and the United States - have been providing
supplies that are “critical” to the production of
weapons in Myanmar, the Special Advisory Council
on Myanmar (SAC-M) said in a report released on
Monday.

This support includes licenses, raw materials,
software, parts and components, the experts said.

As a result, the Myanmar military, which has
launched a bloody crackdown on its opposition
after seizing power in a coup in February 2021, has
become largely self-sufficient in manufacturing
a range of weapons, they said. Produced in
factories known as KaPaSa and run by the
military’s Directorate of Defence Industries (DDI),
these weapons include guns, ammunition and
landmines and are primarily being used to quash
resistance to the coup, the SAC-M said.

“Foreign companies are enabling the Myanmar
military — one of the world’s worst human rights
abusers - to produce many of the weapons it uses
to commit daily atrocities against the Myanmar
people,” the SAC-M’s Yanghee Lee, a former UN
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Myanmar, said in a statement.

“Foreign companies and their home states
have moral and legal responsibilities to ensure
their products are not facilitating human rights
violations against civilians in Myanmar,” Lee said.
“Failing to do so makes them complicit in the
Myanmar military’s barbaric crimes.”

The UK government plans to revise the law to give police more powers to crack down on

protests, after demonstrations that have seen some people blocking roads or marching slowly.
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5000-year-old stoneware
workshop discovered in Jiroft

From Page 1 » years by tourists and
archeologists, who have generally been more
interested in Mesopotamia some 1,000 km
away.

Jiroft is surrounded by mountains on three
sides, rising some 4,000 meters high. Many
Iranian and foreign experts see the findings in
Jiroft as signs of civilization, as great as Sumer
and ancient Mesopotamia.

Nobody ever imagined that a sophisticated
lost culture could reappear from the sands

of a remote and arid region in southeast Iran
before the very early 21st century.

The story began when heavy floods in Jiroft’s
Bronze Age cemetery swept the topsoil off
thousands of previously undiscovered tombs.
Jiroft's impressive discoveries compelled
a reevaluation of an earlier theory that
Mesopotamia was the birthplace of civilization.

Unique items such as jewelry, weapons,
finely crafted ceramics, drinking utensils,
and game boards with unusual artistry and
magnificent inlays of carnelian and lapis lazuli
quickly made their way to antique markets for
sale.

These extraordinary works featured
intricate animal figures, both domestic and
wild, fighting among themselves or with
human figures, with humanity always coming
out on top. There were exquisitely rendered
bucolic scenes of animals grazing in vast palm
groves and architectural replicas of temples or
palaces.

Iran’s flight seats increased by 40 percent

TEHRAN - There has been an increase of 40
percent in the number of flight seats in Iranian
airlines over the past year, the head of the Civil
Aviation Organization (CAO) has said.

The number of flight seats increased by 40
percent in the past year as the demand for
air travel increased 2.5 times, IRNA quoted
Mohammad Mohammadi-Bakhsh as saying on
Monday.

The number of operational planes reached
175 during the same period, the official added.

Increasing the aviation fleet is the
government’s strategy, and two ways are
employed, purchasing used aircraft and
overhauling existing aircraft to keep up with
travel demand doubling, he noted.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a
bonanza from its numerous tourist spots

bazaars,

such as
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums,
churches, towers, and mansions, of which 26
are inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage
list. Under the 2025 Tourism Vision Plan, Iran
aims to increase the number of tourist arrivals
from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20 million in 2025.

museums, mosques,

19th-century arch bridge in need of
urgent restoration

TEHRAN - The 19th-century bridge of
Zaman Khan in the southwestern province of
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari is in need of urgent
restoration, the provincial tourism chief has
said.

Therewas a collapse of rocks onthe northern
wall of the historical bridge last week, Alireza
Jilan explained on Monday.

Water has penetrated the layers of rock and
frozen, causing parts of the rock to collapse,
the official added.

Several other dangers regarding this bridge

were also noticed after a field visit by several
cultural heritage experts, he noted.

Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari has various unique
traditions and rituals relative to the ‘tribal
lifestyles. Special forms of music, dance, and
clothing are noteworthy. It has considerable
potential to become a vibrant tourist attraction
because of its changing natural landscape.

The province is also a hub for making wool
felt products, majorly of which are exported
abroad. It is home to some 500 crafters, in
over 250 workshops, making handmade felt
products.

UNESCO sites at a glance

Archaeological site of Cyrene

A colony of the Greeks of Thera, Cyrene
was one of the principal cities in the Hellenic
world.

It was Romanized and remained a great
capital until the earthquake of 365. A
thousand years of history is written into its
ruins, which have been famous since the
18th century.

Situated in modern Libya, was the oldest

and most important of the five Greek cities,
known as the pentapoleis, in the region.
It gave eastern Libya the classical name
Cyrenaica that it has retained to modern
times.

Located nearby is the ancient Necropolis
of Cyrene. The traditional founder of the city
was Battus the Lacedemonian, though the
exact relationship between the fledgling
city and other cities has led historians to
question that narrative.

Particularly, the idea that Thera was
the sole “mother city” is disputed; and the
relationship with other cities, such as Sparta
and Samian merchants, is unclear.

Cyrene lies in a lush valley in the Jebel
Akhdar uplands. The city was named after a
spring, Kyre, which the Greeks consecrated
to Apollo. It became the seat of the Cyrenaics,
a famous school of philosophy in the fourth
century BC, founded by Aristippus, a disciple
of Socrates.

' Shushtar Historical Hydraulic System: project

helps ease concerns over fate of UNESCO site

TEHRAN - Workers have
commenced a restoration
project to strengthen some
fortifications of the Shushtar
Historical Hydraulic System,
helping alleviate concerns
about the fate of the allegedly
unstable situation of that
wonder of the ancient world.

So far, western walls of the
Shushtar Historical Hydraulic
System have been reinforced
to end concerns of cultural
heritage devotees over the
safety of the UNESCO World
Heritage  site,  Khuzestan
province’s tourism chief said on
Sunday.

The project worth 470 billion
tomans ($1.75 million) includes
the installation of retaining
rods, and the implementation
of a mesh network to fully
stabilize surrounding walls, the
official said.

Last October, cultural
heritage enthusiasts warned
about the unstable situation
of the Shushtar Historical
Hydraulic System, saying some
of its surrounding walls are
“not in a good condition.”

determination as such a World
Heritage site belongs to the
entire humans, and we are
responsible for this heritage to
pass on to the next generation,”
they said.

The site previously closed
its doors amid safety concerns
after its western side was
announced to be “unstable.”

The ancient hydraulic system
comprises  bridges,  weirs,

oy -

of ancient watermills powered
by human-made waterfalls.
It is named after an ancient
city of the same name with
its history dating back to the
time of Darius, the Great, the
Achaemenid king.

The property is as rich in its
diversity of civil engineering
structures and constructions
as in the diversity of its uses
(urban water supply, mills,

and defensive system). The
Shushtar Historical Hydraulic
System testifies to the heritage
and the synthesis of earlier
Elamite and Mesopotamian
know-how; it was probably
influenced by the Petra dam
and tunnel and by Roman civil
engineering.

“The hydraulic system has
been considered a Wonder
of the World not only by the
Persians but also by the Arab-
Muslims at the peak of their
civilization,” according to the
UN cultural body.

Furthermore, one of its main
canals is a veritable artificial
watercourse that made
possible the construction of a
new town and the irrigation of
a vast plain, at the time semi-
desert.

UNESCO says that the
Shushtar Historical Hydraulic
System demonstrates

outstanding universal value as
inits present form, it dates from
the 3rd century CE, probably
on older bases from the 5th
century BC. It is complete, with

“It requires a national

tunnels, canals, and a series

irrigation,  river

transport,

numerous functions, and large-
scale, making it exceptional.

Seymareh dig uncovers relics dating from Parthian to early Islamic eras

TEHRAN - Evidence from life as early as the
Parthian erato the early Islamic epoch has been
found by archaeologists on the boundaries of
Seymareh, an ancient town in southwest Iran.

New discoveries have been made by a
team from the Research Institute for Cultural
Heritage and Tourism during a project
conducted to help demarcate the legal limits
of the ancient town.

“Recent excavations have revealed ruins and
relics dating back to the Parthian, Sassanid and
early Islamic eras,” ILNA quoted archaeologist
Jamal Sheikhi as saying on Sunday.

The findings include urban elements and
ruins of landmark buildings such as the
market, passageways, houses, a caravanserai
and a building believed to once be a mosque,
Sheikhi said.

“Currently, an area of more than 120 hectares
has been remained from the historical town
of Seymareh. If four layers of boundaries are
taken into account, it covers an area of more
than 200 hectares”

In addition to architectural remains, valuable
finds such as exquisite stucco and pottery have

been obtained from the recent excavations, the
archaeologist said.

Every cormer of Seymareh embrace
architectural remains related to ordinary
houses, rooms, vaulted areas, and sewage
disposal systems, etc, Sheikhi added.

Seymareh was once the summer capital of
Elamites, a pre-Iranian civilization dating from
2700 to 539 BC. The city also enjoyed centuries
of prosperity during the Sassanid era (224
CE-651).

Covering an area of 200 hectares, the
ancient city dates back to the Sassanid epoch
and is believed to be built on remnants of the

Elamite capital, Madaktu.

The first archeologist to visit Seymareh was
Sir Henry Rawlinson. He began an expedition to
the site in 1836. Jagues de Morgan also visited
this historical land in 1891 and introduced it
as the same ancient city of Madakto. Then it
was Aurel Stein who attempted to explore it in
1936, according to Visit Iran, the official travel
guide of Iran.

The archeological findings show that the
city included about 5,000 houses with some
modern aspects, like a water distribution
system through clay pipes and underground
sewers. The city was destroyed and deserted
after a huge earthquake around 950 BC.

The name Elam was given to the region
by others-the Akkadians and Sumerians
of Mesopotamia-and is thought to be
their version of what the Elamites called
themselves - Haltami (or Haltamti) — meaning
“those of the high country” Elam, therefore,
is usually translated to mean “highlands” or
“high country” as it comprised settlements
on the Iranian Plateau that stretched from the
southern plains to the elevations of the Zagros
Mountains.

Chinese travel insiders explore Yazd on fam tour

TEHRAN - The central Iranian
province of Yazd plans to host
several Chinese travel insiders
for a familiarization tour across
the province in the near future,
the deputy provincial tourism
chief has said.

With the ease of coronavirus
restrictions and the high number
of Chinese tourists, Yazd can
make the most of its tourism
potential by hosting a fam trip
for Chinese tour operators,
Mostafa Sepehri explained on
Monday.

In addition to Yazd, the fam
tour can also include Isfahan
and Shiraz, which together form
the golden triangle of Iranian
tourism, the official added.

In July 2017, the historical

R

was named a UNESCO World
Heritage. Wedged between the
northern Dasht-e Kavir and the
southern Dasht-e Lut on a flat
plain, the oasis city enjoys a very
harmonious public-religious
architecture that dates from
different eras.

Yazd is usually referred to
as a delightful place to stay, or
a “don’t miss” destination by
almost all of its visitors. It teems

with mud-brick houses that
are equipped with innovative
badgirs  (wind  catchers),
atmospheric  alleyways, and
many Islamic and Iranian
monuments that shape its eye-
catching city landscape.

It is a living testimony to
the intelligent use of limited
available resources in the desert
for survival. Water is brought
to the city by the ganat system.
Each district of the city is built
on a ganat and has a communal
center.

Buildings are built of earth.
The use of earth in buildings
includes walls and roofs through
the construction of vaults and
domes. Houses are built with
courtyards below ground level,

Wind catchers, courtyards, and
thick earthen walls create a
pleasant microclimate.

Partially covered alleyways,
together with streets, public
squares, and courtyards,
contribute to a pleasant urban
quality. The city escaped the
modernization  trends  that
destroyed many traditional
earthen cities.

It survives today with its
traditional districts, the ganat
system, traditional houses,
bazaars, hammams, water
cisterns, mosques, synagogues,
Zoroastrian  temples, and
the historic garden of Dolat-
Abad. The city enjoys the
peaceful coexistence of three
religions: Islam, Judaism, and

structure of the city of Yazd

serving

underground

areas. Zoroastrianism.

National conference to discuss health tourism in Golestan

TEHRAN - Thenorthern province of Golestan
is getting prepared to hold a conference on
health tourism on January 26, the provincial
tourism chief has said.

Medical ~ tourism  and  sustainable
development, branding, and digital marketing
for health tourism and nature tourism will be
among the topics discussed at the two-day
event honoring Gholam-Ali Beski, a late Iranian
physician and environmentalist, Mohammad-
Javad Savari explained on Monday.

As part of the conference, participants
will also learn about lifestyle modification,
nutrition, exercise therapy, and naturopathy’s
role in recovery, relaxation and harmony with
nature’s energies, the official added.

Born in 1931, Gholam-Ali Beski dedicated a
lifetime to protecting the environment and
promoting publicawareness of climate change.
He was known as the “father of nature”,
for his courageous efforts on preventing
deforestation and conserving nature.

According to available data, Iran hosts an
average of one million medical tourists each
year. “About one million medical tourists,
mainly from the neighboring countries, arrive
in Iran annually” Mohammadreza Tarjoman,
who presides over the Health Ministry’s
tourism office, said last April.

“Themajority of inbound medical passengers

come from the neighboring countries,
including Irag and Afghanistan,” the official

said. Talking about hospitals and clinics, he
said a selection of 200 Iranian medical centers
have permission to accept foreign patients.

Experts believe medical tourism in Iran is a
win-win opportunity both for the country and
foreign patients, as they are offered affordable
yet quality treatment services and the country
gains considerable foreign currency. Amongst
Iran’s trump cards are the presence of credible
surgeons and physicians, cutting-edge medical
technologies, high-tech medicine and diverse
specializations, super affordable procedures,
and finally its hospitable people.

Iran seeks to exceed its yearly medical

travelers to around two million in [calendar
year] 1404 (March 2025-March 2026).



TEHRAN - The chief of the De-
partment of Environment has
said the implementation of the
Clean Air Law will speed up in
the next {lranian calendar] year
which starts on March 21.

With the support and sympa-
thy of the government and the
parliament, the implementation
of the Clean Air Law will be ac-
celerating, IRNA quoted Ali Sala-
jegeh as saying.

Speaking on the occasion of
Clean Air Week, Salajeqeh said:
“In next year’s budget bill, 20
percent of green taxes will be
allocated to the environment to
deal with air pollution.”

Green taxes include taxes on
pollution, energy, carbon emis-
sions, fuel consumption, waste
production and disposal, use of
natural resources, motor vehi-
cles, and other taxes on trans-
port.

The main key to reducing air
pollution is public participation
and increasing inter-depart-
mental coordination, he said,
adding that Clean Air Day has
always been an important factor
in boosting public participation
and inter-sectoral coordination
to combat air pollution.

He announced that the Na-
tional Environment Award will
be held in March and the 24th
National Conference on Industry,
Mining, and Green Services will
be held on Clean Earth Day next
year.

In the near future, the infor-
mation on monitoring the im-
plementation of the Clean Air
Law will be available to the public
through the portal of the Depart-
ment of Environment, he high-
lighted.

Also, the National Environment
Fund is responsible for providing
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Implementing
Clean Air Law
to gather pace

loans and granting facilities to
responsible bodies, industries,
and municipalities to purchase
and renew the equipment they
need, he stressed.

Referring to the emphasis of
the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution on environmental pol-
icies in order to realize a green
economy, he said that attention
should be paid to the develop-
ment of low-carbon industries,

the expansion of clean sources

of energy, waste management,

the development of green and

non-fossil transportation, and

also the promotion of public

transport, especially in big cities.
Clean Air Law

The Clean Air Week started
on Saturday with “realization of
clean air, public rights, national
will” as the slogan.

Air pollution is one of the main
concerns of the government;
Therefore, all organizations are
obliged to act based on the Clean
Air Law.

The Clean Air Law, enacted in
July 2017, was supposed to be
a solution to ease air pollution
across the country, but now, the
air is severely polluted, as the re-
sponsible bodies neglect their le-
gal duties to implement the law.

The law has defined respon-
sibilities for the Ministry of In-
terior, the Ministry of Oil, the
Ministry of Energy, the Ministry
of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment, the Ministry of Industry,
Mining, and Trade, the Ministry
of Agriculture, the Department
of Environment, the police, the
municipality, the National TV, and
some other organizations.

In this regard, according to the
three-year plan of the Ministry of
0Qil, which was presented to the
Department of Environment, the
amount of sulfur in diesel fuel
is supposed to be reduced to a
great extent, in order to meet the
national standard.

A total of 1.8 quadrillion rials
(nearly $5 billion) is required to
implement the Clean Air Law.

According to the Clean Air Law,
the Ministry of Oil is obliged to
produce fuel, including gasoline,
gas oil, fuel oil, and kerosene in
accordance with approved na-
tional standards (Euro 4).

Also, the share of motorcycles
in the production of gaseous pol-
lutants is about 21 percent and
in the production of suspended
particles is 10 percent.

In addition, each ten carbu-
reted motorcycles emit as much
particulate matter as an old die-
sel bus per kilometer, which is a
major cause of air pollution.

National plan targets planting one bllllon saplmgs

TEHRAN - The Forests, Rangelands, and Wa-
tershed Management Organization plans to
produce and plant one billion saplings across
the country over the course of four years.

The Organization is determined to produce
and plant one billion saplings with the partic-
ipation of people benefiting from capacities
that exist in the country, Abbas-Ali Nobakht,
head of the FRWMO, said on Monday.

“Considering the climatic conditions of the
country, low per capita green space, and the
fact that Iran is among the countries with low
forestation rate, we are obliged to produce and
plant one billion saplings in a four-year period.”

The expansion of the country’s green
space and paying more attention to natural
resources and the environment is not a new
issue, he said, adding that the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, the President, and the
Minister of Agriculture have always empha-
sized the need to promote the issue of tree
planting and sapling planting.

In this line, mining organizations and in-
dustrial companies should be committed
to participating in the sapling planting pro-
grams, he stressed.

Mostafa Jalili, an official with Natural Re-
sources and Watershed Management Organi-
zation, said on Saturday that a budget amount-
ing to 2.27 trillion rials (about $5.5 million) is
projected to be spent on forestation plans.

The national budget bill for the next Iranian
calendar year 1402, which starts on March 21,
has allocated the budget for dealing with wind

59 Iranian universities among

erosion as well as sand and dust storms, IRNA
quoted Jalili as saying.

Moreover, 13.66 trillion rials (@about 34 mil-
lion) have been allocated for watershed man-
agement and soil protection, he added.

Jalili went on to say that 8.57 trillion rials
(about $21 million) have been allocated for the
protection, restoration, and exploitation of for-
ests and pastures.

In the current year, some 26 trillion rials
(565 million) has been allocated to protecting
natural resources in the fields of watershed
management and soil protection, protection
and sustainable exploitation of forests and
pastures, and dealing with desertification, he
noted.

On January 8, Hossein Mir-Rajabi, an offi-
cial with Natural Resources and Watershed
Management Organization, said the Organiza-
tion plans to benefit from the experiences of
knowledge-based companies toward preserv-
ing natural resources.

Utilizing the capacity of knowledge-based
companies in the field of making systems
smart, stopping the unauthorized change of
use in agricultural lands and natural resources,
and implementing projects to revitalize pas-
tures have been considered, he added.

Seven programs namely smart controlling
and monitoring of natural resources, formulat-
ing and implementing the revitalization plan,
enriching pastures, creating a comprehensive
natural resource management system, launch-
ing a national dispatching center, manufac-
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world’s top for academic quality

TEHRAN - Atotal of 59 Iranian universities are listed among the

top 3,000 institutions in the world in terms of academic quality,
according to the 2021-2022 report released by University Ranking

by Academic Performance (URAP).

The URAP ranking system’s focus is on academic quality. URAP
has gathered data about 3000 Higher Education Institutes
(HEI) in an effort to rank these organizations by their academic
performance based on several indicators, including article,
citation, total document, article impact total, citation impact total,

and international collaboration.

Data for 3,000 HEls have been processed and the top 2,500
of them are scored. Thus, URAP covers approximately 12% of all

HEIs in the world, which makes it one of the most comprehensive
university ranking systems in the world.

turing firefighting equipment domestically,
developing the Internet of Things, and smart
irrigating of plantations have been prepared in
this regard.

The Ministry of Agriculture has allocated 311
billion rials (about $775,000) to the projects,
the official added.

a roadmap for environmental protection has
been developed, Rouhollah Naqdipour, the sec-
retary of the strategic council of the Depart-
ment of Environment, has announced.

The document presents 13 national macro
strategies and 46 cross-sectoral measures for
five main environmental challenges, he said,
IRNA reported.

He listed the five major environmental chal-
lenges of the country as the imbalance be-
tween water resources and consumption lead-
ing to drought, soil erosion, waste and sand and
dust storms, air pollution in metropolises, de-
struction of biodiversity and genetic resources,
and imbalance between the environment and
industrial and civil development.
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Straight Truth

Work underway to develop Covid
vaccines effective on new strains

From page 1 » For instance, the US. has a
high mortality rate even with mRNA vaccines,
and France and Japan also have high mortality
rates.

“But in our country, due to observing social
distancing rules and wearing masks, we can
overcome the new strains with the vaccines
that we currently have in sufficient quantity,”
he explained.

Panahi went on to say that there is no new
vaccine specific to Omicron, neither in the
world nor in Iran, but the world is intensively
studying to update their vaccines for new mu-
tations.

On January 1, deputy health minister Hossein
Farshidi said three new strains of BQ1, XBB, and
BA2, have been diagnosed recently in patients,
warning that the new wave of Covid began.

Fast-developing Covid-19 variants are
spreading over Europe, and severely infected
France and Germany, he noted.

Emphasizing that the transmission power of
XBB is five times higher than Delta, Farshidi in-
sisted that borders should be monitored quick-
ly and suspicious patients should be identified.

Within the next one to two months, the new
wave of the pandemic will reach its peak, he
further lamented, ISNA reported.

The rate of hospitalization of the new strains
is the same as the Omicron, but the higher the

1E

number of patients, the higher the percentage
of hospitalizations, he also said.

He further emphasized that people should
be injected with booster doses.

Medical researchers announced the risk of an
Omicron variant emerging in the world that is
resistant to all existing therapeutic antibodies,
and the findings indicate that new treatments
must be identified to deal with this variant.

According to new research at a German in-
stitute, BQ11, is resistant to all approved anti-
body treatments.

Omicron escapes neutralizing antibodies
and causes symptomatic disease even in vac-
cinated or convalescent individuals due to mu-
tations in the spike protein. This is known as an
immune escape and is dangerous for high-risk
populations, including the elderly and people
with weak immune systems.

RAMSARSITES IN IRAN

Part 43

Whereas before 1978 the profound species
were the geese Anser anser and A. erythropus,
now Anser anser has only been observed in
small numbers, and A. erythropus has not been
recorded anymore since 1989.

Coot Fulica atra, which was hardly ever re-
corded before the 1970s, is now the great ma-
jority of wintering waterfowl in the marshes.

Nine species of globally threatened waterfowl
have been recorded in the reserve (see also the
attached list of waterfowl counts).

Thereserve is also very important for its large
population of raptors. Twenty-eight species
have been recorded.

Breeding species include osprey (Pandion
halietus), short-toed eagle (Circaetus gallicus),
and white-tailed eagle (Halieetus albicilla).

A wide variety of land birds occur during the
migration seasons, and a large number of larks,
thrushes, finches and buntings remain through-
out the winter.

At least 288 species of birds have been re-
corded at the reserve.

The Lapoo-Zaghmarz Ab-bandans are used by a
wide variety of waterfowl during the migration sea-
sons and in winter. Few species occur in large num-
bers except Anas strepera and Fulica atra.

During periods of low water level in late summer
and in autumn, the wetland occasionally attracts
large numbers of migrant shorebirds like ruff,
marsh sandpiper and little crake.

There are breeding colonies of whiskered tern,

great crested grebe, little grebe and moorhen. Up to
three white-tailed eagles breed in the area, and per-
egrine (Falco peregrinus) and merlin (Falco colum-
barius) are regular winter visitors in small numbers.

At Miankaleh Peninsula and Gorgan Bay the
golden jackal (Canis aureus) and wild boar (Sus
scrofa) are abundant in the reserve, and the jungle
cat (Felis chaus) also occurs.

Caspian seals (Phoca caspica) occasionally haul
out at the Caspian beach.

Social and cultural values

Gorgan Bay and the adjacent inshore waters
of the Caspian Sea support an important com-
mercial fishery.

The Lapoo-Zaghmarz Ab-bandans are a tra-
ditional duck hunting area. There is also a little
subsistence fishing.

Land tenure/ownership

The National Government owns Miankaleh Pen-
insula and Gorgan Bay, the Lapoo-Zaghmarz Ab-
bandans are privately owned by the people of the
nearby village of Zaghmarz.

Current land use

Site: fishing, both subsistence (Lapoo-Zaghmarz)
and commercial (Gorgan Bay), cutting of reeds
(Lapoo-2Z), grazing by domestic livestock like sheep,
water buffalo, goats, cows and horses (Miankaleh
Peninsula), a fish processing factory (M Pen), some
farms (M Pen), cultivation of cotton and wheat and
some small villages (south of Gorgan Bay), irrigation
and waterfowl hunting (both Lapoo-2).

Source; Ramsar.org
To be continued
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New cases

New deaths

Total cases

Total deaths

New hospitalized patients
Patients in critical condition
Total recovered patients

Diagnostic tests conducted

Doses of vaccine injected

145
0]
7,562,755
144,727
70
188
7,336,791

54,894,076

155,299,297
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

When two persons are together, two of them must not whisper to each
other, without letting the third hear; because it would hurt him.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:14 Evening: 17:36

Jami: Life and works

Part 4

In 1483, Jami again undertook a single
continuous narrative in Yusof o Zoleykha, the
most celebrated of his masnavis.

It follows the meter of Nezami’s Khosrow
o Shirin, but its story is based on the twelfth
chapter of the Quran, the story of Joseph
(Yusof), narrating the passionate, unrequited
love of Zoleykha (Potiphar's wife) for the
prophet Joseph, but extending the story to the
eventual union and death of the protagonists.

As Browne notes, this work was translated
several times into European languages in the
19th century. Like Nezami and Amir Khosrow
before him, Jami took up the famous Bedouin
tale of Leyli o Majnun for the sixth volume in
the Haft owrang, completing the work in 1484.

Finally, a year later, after completing the last
installments of Selselat al-zahab, Jami turned
to the Alexander legend for the final volume of
his heptad, Kherad-nama-ye Eskandari (‘The
Alexandrian Book of Wisdom’).

While this work adopts the heroic motagareb
meter utilized by Nezami in his Eskandar-
nama, Jami devotes relatively few verses to the
story of Alexander’s adventures and instead
turns his attention to stories and teachings of
the various philosophers and wise men whom
Alexander encounters on his journeys.

Prose works: The nearly 39,000 lines of
verse that make up Jami's poetic oeuvre
already make him one of the most prolific
poets in the classical tradition. But when one
considers the thirty-plus prose works that
survive from his pen, his literary productivity
is truly staggering.

Mention has already been made of the
Baharestan, a work in mixed prose and verse
in imitation of Sadi’s Golestan that Jami
ostensibly wrote for his son’s education in
1487.

Given his long affiliation with and high
standing in the Nagshbandi order, it is not
surprising that many of Jami’s prose works are
devoted to the practice and teaching of Sufism.

One of the earliest and most famous of such
works is the Lawayeh (The Flashes), composed
in 1465-66 and dedicated to the Qara Qoyunlu
ruler Jahanshah.

Modeled on Ahmad Ghazali's Sawaneh, it
consists of a series of mystical meditations
in mixed prose and poetry. It has been edited
several times in recent years, and has been
translated into both English and French.

Perhaps even more widely known is the
large collection of Sufi hagiographies that Jami
composed after returning from his pilgrimage
to Mecca, Nafahat al-ons men hazarat al-
gods (Breaths of intimacy from presences of
sanctity).

It was translated into Ottoman Turkish
(Istanbul, 1872) shortly after its completion by
Lame'i Chelebi (d. 1532) and into Arabic a few
decades later by Mohammad ibn Zakariya ibn
Soltan Abshami (d. 1640) (Cairo, 1989).

The Persian text appeared in numerous
lithograph editions in India, and there are
two modern print editions. The unpublished
Jame-e sokhanan-e Khajeh Parsa (date
unknown, in Persian and Arabic) collects
the sayings and sermons of the famous
Nagshbandi shaikh, accompanied by Jami’s
own commentary.

The practice of zekr, the communal recitation

of pious formulas often ending in ecstatic
transport, was a controversial doctrinal

Dawn: 5:45 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 7:13 (tomorrow)

issue in Nagshbandi circles, and Jami treated
the topic in his Resala-ye sharayet-e zekr;
the work is also known as Resala-ye tarig-e
Khajegan and was published under the title
Resala-ye sar-reshta in Kabul in 1963.

Finally, the Resala fi'l-wojud (in Arabic, date
unknown) deals with the concept of the “unity
of being,” central to the teachings of Ebn al-
Arabi and taken up by the Nagshbandi order.

Many of Jami’s mystical writings take the
form of commentaries on earlier works. Two
commentaries on Ebn al-Arabi's magnum
opus, Fosus al-hekam, mark the beginning and
end of Jami’s career.

Naqd al-nosausa fi sharh-e Nagsh al-
fosausa, a commentary on Ebn al-Arabi’s own
abridgement of Fosus al-hekam, was written
in 1458-59, around the time when Jami first
came under the influence of Khajeh Ahrar.

In 1490-91, near the end of his life, Jami
undertook an Arabic commentary on the full
text of the Fosusa entitled Sharh Fosus al-
hekam, his last major mystical work.

The Egyptian poet Ebn al-Farez was one
of the earliest Arabic poets to give literary
expression to the theosophy of Ebn al-Arabi,
and Jami wrote commentaries on two of
his most famous poems: Sharh-e gaside-
ye ta’iiya-ye Ebn Farez, and Lawame’ fi
sharh-e gaside-ye mimiya-ye khamriya-ye
Fareziyeh.

Both works apparently date from the 1470s.
In Persian, Ebn al-Arabi's earliest poetic
proponent was Fakhr ad-Din Eragi, and Jami
wrote a commentary on his famous treatise
Lame’at in 1481, entitled Asha’at al-lama’at.

The first two verses of the Masnavi-ye
manavi of Mowlana Rumi are the subject of a
brief treatise entitled Resale-ye na’iyeh, also
known as Ney-nama.

Sharh-e beyt-e Amir Khosrow, as its title
indicates, is a short treatise on a verse from
one of Amir Khosrow’s qasidehs and interprets
the Islamic profession of faith from the
perspective of Ebn al-Arabi’s teachings.

Finally, Jami subjected his own poetry to an
extensive mystical commentary in Sharh-e
robaiyat, a commentary on 46 of his own
quatrains, which draws on numerous works of
the school of Ebn al-Arabi and his Nagshbandi
followers.

Aside from his works on Sufism, Jami also
wrote a number of works on more traditional
topics of Islamic theology. Shawahed al-
nobuwwa, ‘Witnesses of Prophethood, was
written at the request of Alishir Navai as
a sequel to Nafahat al-ons, extending the
spiritual history of Islam back to the Prophet
and his companions.

Commonly known as al-Dorra al-fakhera
(‘The Splendid Pearl), the epistle Tahgiq al-
mazaheb was written in Arabic at the request
of Mehmet the Conqueror around 1481.

In it, Jami compares the perspectives
of Sufis, theologians (motakallemin), and
philosophers with regard to a number of key
doctrinalissues.

An edition of the text has been published by
Nicholas Heer and Ali Musavi-Behbehani and
translated into both Italian and English. Also
dating from 1481 is Chehel hadis, or Arba’eyn
hadis, a versified Persian translation of forty of
the sayings of the Prophet.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued.

Iranian culture impetus for Malaysian
storyteller Nor Azhar Ishak

Frome Page 1 » A science
museum educator and award-
winning picture book writer
and illustrator, Ishak also gave
performances at the festival in
2018 and 2021.

He said that he has been very
interested in the history and
culture of different countries,
including Iran, and talked about
his interest in Persian literature.

“When | was invited to
the festival in 2018, | had an
opportunity to learn about Iran
and increase my knowledge
about the country,” he noted.

“Stories help transfer
information through emotional
communication and develop a
mutual understanding. By stories
from different cultures, we may
achieve a deep understanding of
others’ experiences and better
realize human value,” he added.

“We have been overwhelmed by
modernism willy-nilly; however,
| believe that storytelling art
may adapt itself to the age of
communication and update itself
on the younger generation,” he
explained.

Ishak won the consolation

Afile photo shows Ma/a ysian storyteller NorAzhar Ishak giving h/s performance ‘A Pangol/n Story” (Kanoon)

prize in the DBP Picture Book
Award 2013, and the YGL-Oyez!
Picture Book Award.

He has previously said that
he has always loved looking at
pictures and making them.

“My father loves art and my
mother is the creative one. My

sisters helped shape my interest
in children’s books. But as
time went by, | fell in love with
children’s picture books. They
look simple yet there is a great
deal of thought and effort that
goes into making one,” he added.

The American author and

illustrator, Eric Carle, is his
favorite. “Carle once said that
picture books are an introduction
to literature for the very young
reader. | hope to be able to
encourage children to see how
wonderful it is to be surrounded
and touched by books,” he said.

Iranlan structures win BLT Built Design Awards

Hitra Office Building, Tehran, Iran.

TEHRAN - Kia Lab and the Hitra Office
Building in Iran have won prizes at the BLT Built
Design Awards.

The event is an annual competition focusing
on architecture, interior design, construction
products and project management.

Established by Hossein Farmani and Astrid
Hébert, the BLT Built Design Awards is organized
by the 3C Awards in Switzerland under a larger
organization called 3C Group, a sister company
to Farmani Group, founded by Farmani in LA.

Kia Lab, a clinical laboratory located in the
town of Qarah Ziaeddin, West Azarbaijan
Province, won the award in the Architectural

TEHRAN “The Concept
of  Anxiety: A Simple
Psychologically Oriented

Deliberation in View of the
Dogmatic Problem of Hereditary

Design - Healthcare and Wellness Facilities
category.

In designing the Kia Laboratory Project,
Davud Borujeni’s Office has tried to create an
interaction between the building and the city
by adding a new function to the building, which
is having the role of an urban hangout, and
blurring the border between city and building.

In this way, the user is faced with a structure
that is both a building and a city, and the border
between the two is not easily recognizable.

The idea of building-city was formed
after conducting different field studies and
interviews with the residents of Qarah Ziaeddin,
where inhabitants considered the existence of
security and the absence of coexistence spaces
as two characteristics of the location.

The laboratory has been inspired in
architecture by elements from ancient Iranian
monuments.

In Kia Laboratory, people can enter the
building through stairs and reach the first floor,
without the need to enter the building and be on
the ground floor. The first floor is empty space
with a view of the street.

The physical structure of the laboratory
has been designed and built based on the
geometry and layout of the area, and is level
with the neighbors’ roofs. From this level up, the

identities.
Brilliantly

struggle with our own spiritual

synthesizing
human insights with Christian

formation of the building’s structure is different.

The BLT Built Design Awards is an annual
competition focusing on architecture, interior
design, construction products and project
management. All entries are voted on by a
grand jury panel composed of experienced and
prominent academics, professionals, press
members, entrepreneurs and leaders within the
building industry.

Located at the intersection of two main
streets in the Velenjak neighborhood of Tehran,
the Hitra Office Building was awarded in the
Architectural Design - Commercial section.

Hooba Design Group, the designer of
the building, said that it reconsidered the
morphology of a typical office building to
enhance the lighting quality of the space and
view without altering the optimum footprint
of the building by reassessing regulations
and limitations during the project’s primary
investigations with the goal of optimizing
natural lighting and view.

BEEAH Headquarters, a holding company in
Sharjah designed by Zaha Hadid Architects, was
selected as the Architectural Design of the Year
2022 at the BLT Built Design Awards.

KAMA-ASA Shop, a kitchen supply store in
Tokyo designed by KAMITOPEN Co., was named
the Interior Design of the Year 2022.

“The Concept of Anxiety” comes to Iranian bookstores

marginalized the work with
alternately florid or slavishly
wooden language.

With a vibrancy never seen

Sin” by Danish philosopher and
theologian Soren Kierkegaard
has been published in Persian.

Saleh Najafi is the translator
of the book published by Markaz.

First published in 1844, Soren
Kierkegaard’'s concise treatise
identified - long before Freud
- anxiety as a profound human
condition, portraying human
existence largely as a constant

A combination photo shows Soren
Kierkegaard and the front cover
of the Persian edition of his book
“The Concept of Anxiety”.

dogma, Kierkegaard presented
“The Concept of Anxiety” as
a landmark “psychological
deliberation”, suggesting that
our only hope in overcoming
anxiety was not through
“powder and pills” but by
embracing it with open arms.

While Kierkegaard’s Danish
prose is surprisingly rich,
previous translations - the
most recent in 1980 - have

before in English, Alastair
Hannay, the world’s foremost
Kierkegaard scholar, re-creates
its natural rhythm, eager that
this overlooked classic will
not only become as celebrated
as “Fear and Trembling”,
“The Sickness unto Death”
and “Either/Or” but also be
revivified as the seminal work
of existentialism and moral
psychology that it is.

“From Pemba to Mariana” a book based on Quranic events and references

An interview with Muhammad Ghanbari

The book “From Pemba to Mariana” is about the
use of superhuman powers and evil energies in
intelligence-security organizations.

This book has been written by Muhammad
Ghanbari, and according to him, it is an attractive
novel for today’s young generation of the society.

About the reason behind publishing this
book, the author stated, in the beginning, that
there are some people who take advantage
of teenagers and young people’s lack of
knowledge and use different titles and titles to
trap them with their books these days.

“Taking a look at police statistics and news
about the formation of some fraud groups and
sects shows that soothsayers commit large
frauds and make a lot of profit these days.
Meanwhile, soothsaying has been portrayed in
some media and even Hollywood movies in a
strange and complicated way, and it has somehow
captured the hearts and minds of teenagers and

young people;” Muhammad Ghanbari said.

Ghanbari pointed to the way of writing the
book and stated that “From Pemba to Mariana”
is a novel that deals with interesting topics and
has many chapters that tell the real stories that
happened in Iran and other countries.

During the three-month study that led up to
the compilation of the book, he explained that,
in order to avoid deviating from the right path,
he adhered to Islamic understanding of jinn
and spells, and among them, he found that the
interpretation of the Bagarah by Ayatollah Behjat
and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli was the most helpful
document after the Holy Quran.

Furthermore, based on the author’s
comments regarding feedback on the book,
“From Pemba to Mariana” has been able to
attract many readers so far.

Also, Ganbari stressed that it is important for
us to be aware that otherworldly and demonic
powers are being used by world intelligence and

security organizations to accomplish specific
organizational goals and to shorten the path to
achieving those goals.

His book’s name, “From Pemba to Mariana,” is
derived from some information he provided in
the book, such as Pemba, an island known as the
city of jinn in Africa, and the second part of the
book’s name is inspired by a hole called Marina,
the deepest part of the ocean that is said to be
inhabited by legendary fairies.
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