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Report

Football federation 
weighing up an Iranian 
coach 

TEHRAN – Iran football federation has 
changed its mind and is going to hire a do-
mestic coach for the National Team.

Carlos Queiroz, Hector Cuper and Paco 
Jemez were the candidates to lead Team 
Melli but the federation wants to choose an 
Iranian coach. 

Portuguese coach Queiroz led Iran in the 
2022 FIFA World Cup, where his team lost to 
England and the U.S. and beat Wales.

The football federation didn’t renew his 
contract and Queiroz has reportedly reached 
an agreement with Qatar Football Associa-
tion to take charge of Al Annabi.

Veteran Argentine coach Cuper was ap-
pointed head coach of Syria and Jemez is un-
der contract with Iranian team Tractor. 

Now, the federation has reportedly shown 
its interest in working with an Iranian coach. 

Amir Ghalenoei, Farhad Majidi, Javad Ne-
kounam and Yahya Golmohammadi are four 
Iranian coaches can take charge of Team Melli. 

IRIFF is not in a hurry to appoint the new 
head coach for the National Team, since it has 
learned lessons from the debacle of choos-
ing Mark Wilmots as head coach in 2019.

Muslim parliaments 
rejected European 
meddling in Iran: speaker

TEHRAN – Speaker of the Iranian Parlia-
ment Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf has said 
that parliaments of the Islamic countries 
have dismissed European interference in 
Iran’s internal affairs. 

Speaking at an open session on Parliament 
on Sunday, Qalibaf spoke about his visit to 
Algeria, where he participated in the 17th 
summit of the Parliamentary Union of the 
OIC Member States (PUIC).

“The PUIC has always been one of the pri-
orities of the Islamic Council’s external activ-
ities due to the founding role of the Islamic 
Republic in the convergence of Muslim coun-
tries,” Qalibaf said, according to the Iranian 
parliamentary news agency ICANA.  Page 3

Amir Abdollahian 
says U.S. sanctions 
doomed to fail

TEHRAN- The United States’ policy of ap-
plying sanctions against other nations, no-
tably the Islamic Republic and certain South 
American countries, has come under fire 
from Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian, who believes that this strategy 
is bound to failure.

In a meeting early on Sunday with his Cu-
ban counterpart, Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, 
Iran’s top diplomat said, “The United States’ 
approach of imposing unilateral sanctions 
on other countries and bullying are certain 
to fail.”

on July 11, 2022, Amir Abdollahian de-
nounced Washington’s attempts to incite in-
stability in Cuba and interfering in the coun-
try’s domestic affairs.

Iran’s foreign minister asserted that the 
U.S. and some other Western nations “pur-
sue the hybrid policy of levying sanctions and 
interference in other countries’ affairs via 
fueling and promoting protests in sovereign 
countries of the world.”  Page 2

Director says “General 
Sorayya” warns 
audiences not to 
fall for MKO charm 
offensive

TEHRAN – Iranian director Leili Aaj has said 
that her debut film “General Sorayya” warns 
Iranians not to believe Mojahedin-e Khalq 
Organization (MKO) propaganda.

Speaking at a press conference held 
after a screening of her film at the 41st Fajr 
International Film Festival last Thursday, she 
referred to MKO’s recent attempts to portray a 
more favorable image of itself, and said, “Don’t 
believe the MKO; they are trying to sanitize their 
dark past.”  

“The group is attempting to bolster its image; 
they assume that we have forgotten their 
history over the past 40 years, but we shall 
never forget,” she noted.  Page 8

TEHRAN- President Ebrahim Raisi headed 
to Khoy on Sunday to obtain an update on the 
situation following last week’s earthquake.

Raisi assured the people of Khoy in the 
northwestern province of West Azarbaijan 
that his administration will make every effort 
to resolve their problems in the wake of the 

strong earthquake.

A 5.9-magnitude earthquake struck about 
80 villages in Khoy county on January 28. It 
left thousands of people displaced and hun-
dreds of people wounded.

The president gave those staying in impro-

vised tents assurances that his government 
will make every effort to reduce their suffer-
ings in the cold of winter.

Raisi urged the locals to remain cautious 
and not let rumors worry them as he empha-
sized the need to mobilize resources to give 
help for the quake victims.  Page 2
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Anti-government protests continue in Israel decrying 
planned judicial reforms 

Tens of thousands of Israelis gathered on Saturday for a weekly demonstration 
against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s proposed judicial overhauls, which 
opponents say threaten Israel’s democratic values.  Page 5

Plan underway to 
prevent three most 
common cancers 
among women

TEHRAN – The Ministry of Health has 
launched a plan aimed at preventing the 
three most common cancers among women, 
namely breast, colorectal, and cervical can-
cers.

These cancers are the most preventable 
cancers and at the same time they account 
for 40 percent of cancers among women and 
25 percent of cancers both among men and 
women, ISNA quoted Ali Qanbari-Motlaq, a 
health ministry official, as saying.

The pilot phase of the plan was carried 
out in 2016 and 2017, he said, adding that 
in 2018, the development plan of the first 
phase started.

He pointed out that almost 150,000 peo-
ple in the country are diagnosed with cancer 
every year.  Page 7

Potential U.S.-China 
conflict to devastate 
global economy

  Page 5

Tehran Papers

In the following column, we take a 
look at some important contents 
and views in Yesterday’s Iranian 
newspapers. 

Iran is an emerging 
power

Writing in Hamshahri, Deputy Chairman of 
the Iranian Parliament National Security and 
Foreign Policy Committee Abbas Moqtadaei 
says:     Page 2

Is NATO using 
Ukrainian blood to 
fight Russia?

While Ukraine’s Western allies are shipping 
Kyiv so many weapons, they refuse to face 
Russia directly. 

The West, with the United States in par-
ticular, has been shipping tens of billions of 
dollars worth of weapons to Ukraine.

As the Ukraine war drags on, more sophis-
ticated weapons are being delivered in an at-
tempt to prolong the war.

At the same time, Western governments 
have been very wary of direct involvement in 
confronting Russia on the battlefield. 

The most that the West has done is impose 
round after round of sanctions on Moscow.

However, despite repeated Ukrainian ap-
peals, the European Union says there are no 
rigid timelines for Kyiv to become a member. 

“There are no rigid timelines, but there are 
goals that you have to reach,” European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen said 
during an EU-Ukraine summit in Kyiv attend-
ed by 15 of the 27-nation bloc’s commission-
ers.  Page 5
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Supreme Amnesty
  Page 3

TEHRAN - Iranian Offshore Engineering and 
Construction Company (IOEC) and Pars Oil and 
Gas Company (POGC) signed a deal worth $900 
million on Saturday to cooperate in developing 
the country’s Kish gas field, Shana reported.

Held on the occasion of the 44th anniversary 
of the Islamic Revolution, the signing ceremony 

was attended by senior officials including Oil 
Minister Javad Oji, Head of National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC) Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr as 
well as the heads of the signatory firms.

Kish gas field is one of Iran’s largest gas 
fields whose in-place reserves are estimated 
at 56 trillion cubic feet; when fully developed, 

the field will have the capacity to produce 120 
million cubic meters of gas per day.

As the biggest gas project in the country af-
ter South Pars, the Kish gas field’s development 
plan is prepared in four phases and will take 14 
months to complete.  Page 4

Iranian firms sign $900m deal to develop offshore gas field

Ayatollah Khamenei declares massive amnesty for tens of thousands of prisoners

At the intersection of Tayeb and Mir-Dam-
ad streets, is located the remnants of Darb-e 
Kushk, which was once an ancient neighbor-
hood of Isfahan, prosperous in the Aq-Qo-
yunlu epoch (1378–1503).

A Sar-dar (vaulted portal), mosque, and 
madrasa are monuments that still stand to-
day to preserve the memory of those times.

An ancient inscription suggests the por-

tal (also known as Sar-dar-e Zaviyeh Bab 
al-Qasr) dates to the reign of Aq-Qoyunlu, 
ruler Abol-Mozafar Rostam Bahador khan. 
Six-pointed star panels and vegetal patterns 
are used to decorate it.

It would be interesting to know that the 
high portal of Darb-e Kushk that you see is a 
replica of the original one, whose remains are 
being kept in the Chehel-Sotun palace.

After passing through a small alley and 
continuing to the north, you will arrive at 
a modest religious institution known as 
Baqerieh, which was established during the 
Safavid era.

You reach a crossroads connecting Tayeb, 
Masjed-e Seyyed and Bidabadi streets after 
leaving these three monuments behind and 
strolling farther north.  Page 6

Forgotten in modern Isfahan: Darb-e Kushk
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Raisi pays visit to quake-hit Khoy   



from page 1    He went on to 
add that political ties between 
Tehran and Havana are at the 
greatest level because both 
states share the same opin-
ions, aspiring toward the same 
objectives in their efforts to 
maintain their independence 
and reject unilateralism.

The Cuban minister, for his 
part, expressed appreciation 
for the Iranian delegation’s visit 
to his country and stated that 
Cuba places a high importance 
on its relations with the Islamic 
Republic.

While admiring Tehran for its 
support of Havana, he also de-
nounced unilateral sanctions 
and interference in the internal 
affairs of other countries.

Cuban president: U.S. puts 
own interests first regardless 
of other countries

Upon his arrival in Hava-
na, Amir Abdollahian met with 
Cuban President Miguel Daz-
Canel. 

Amir Abdollahian had already 
visited Nicaragua and Venezu-
ela as part of his Central and 
South American tour.

The two parties talked about 
issues of bilateral and global 
relevance during the meeting.

Iran’s top diplomat empha-
sized Iran’s resolve to strength-
en and advance bilateral coop-
eration while highlighting the 
two nations’ long-standing and 
cordial relations.

Amir Abdollahian expressed 
Tehran’s “unwavering support” 
for Havana while rejecting Cu-
ban sanctions and foreign med-
dling in the country’s internal 
affairs.

For his part, Daz-Canel stated 
that “despite all the pressures 

now in place, Cuba is resolved 
to engage with friendly nations 
and work with them towards 
the eradication of hurdles and 
challenges that lie ahead.”

The Cuban president declared, 
“We have achieved our political 
independence at a heavy price 
and will defend it,” adding, “The 
U.S. government only considers 
its own interests and does not 
care about others.”

He pointed out that current 
developments in Latin America 
and other parts of the world 
are generating fresh chances to 
strengthen multilateralism.

Abdollahian calls unilateral-
ism “obsolete doctrine”

In light of ongoing events 
throughout the world, Amir Ab-
dollahian also called unilateral-
ism an “obsolete doctrine.”

Amir Abdollahian made the 
comments on Saturday at a 
meeting with Ricardo Cabrisas 
Ruiz, the vice premier of Cuba.

He labeled unilateralism as 
an obsolete and antiquated 

strategy that is unable to ad-
dress the global developments 
and profound changes that are 
occurring.

Amir Abdollahian reiterated 
the need to improve Tehran’s 
relations with Cuba in a number 
of areas and declared that the 
Islamic Republic is motivated 
to advance political ties with 
the Cuban government, prais-
ing the two countries’ large and 
exceptional economic coopera-
tion.

For his part, Cabrisas Ruiz 
called for enhancing economic 
ties as well as extending trade 
connections.

from page 1   As one of the seismically ac-

tive nations in the world, Iran is traversed by a 

number of significant fault lines that span at 

least 90% of the country.

In June 1990, the most severe earthquake 
in contemporary Iranian history struck the 
province of Gilan in the country’s north, caus-
ing widespread destruction and killing almost 
37,000 people.

More than 26,000 people were also killed 

when a magnitude 6.6 earthquake in the Ker-

man region in 2003 completely destroyed the 

ancient city of Bam.

TEHRAN- The spokesperson for 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry has criticized 
the hypocrisy of those who claimed 
to stand up for human rights.

Nasser Kanaani highlighted Isra-
el’s atrocities against the Palestin-

ians in the 
o c c u p i e d 
territories 
in 2022 in 
a post on 
his Twitter 
account on 
Saturday.

He cited 
the Pal-

estinian Ministry of Health as not-
ing that in 2022 the Israeli regime, 
which serves as a strategic ally of 
the U.S. and a partner of the EU in 
West Asia, targeted aid workers and 
ambulances 171 times, murdered 
224 Palestinians, including 53 chil-
dren, and injured 10,500 others.

The spokesman said that “dai-
ly human rights abusers are false 
rights advocates.”

Israeli soldiers conduct practical-
ly daily raids on several West Bank 
localities under the guise of appre-
hending Palestinians who they con-
sider as “wanted”.

The raids frequently result in vio-
lent encounters with locals.

Israel has increased its attacks 
on Palestinian villages and commu-
nities throughout the occupied ter-

ritory over the past several months. 
Numerous Palestinians have been 
detained and scores of them have 
died as a consequence of these at-
tacks.

2022 was recorded by the UN as 
the bloodiest year for Palestinians 
in the West Bank during the previ-
ous 16 years.

Over 30 children were among the 
more than 171 Palestinians slain by 
Israeli troops in the West Bank and 
the occupied East al-Quds last year. 
Additionally, there were at least 
9,000 injuries.

TEHRAN- Parliamentarians visited 
Imam Khomeini’s mausoleum on Sun-
day to reiterate their allegiance to the 
founding principles of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran. 

MPs and the Speaker of the Parlia-

ment, Mohammed Bagher Ghalibaf, 
also paid visits to the tombs of the 
martyrs of the Islamic Revolution and 
the 1980-88 war, renewing their com-
mitment to the ideals of martyrs.

Ghalibaf emphasized the need to 

uphold and carry out Imam Khomeini’s 
principles.

“Imam Khomeini, who was in exile, 
guided the Revolution with will, sup-
port, and concern to the poor and op-
pressed,” said Ghalibaf.
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Hypocrites pretend as human rights defenders, Iran laments 

MPs reaffirm commitment to fundamentals of Islamic Revolution 
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from page 1   In the past few decades, the Is-
lamic Republic has turned from a country under 
the control of the colonial system into an influen-
tial country in regional and global equations with 
its anti-colonial policy.

In the current situation, countries like the U.S. 
and the European troika know that if Iran estab-
lishes strategic relations with any country, it will 
become strong.

Now Iran has emerged as an emerging power 
in the region. Therefore, many countries have put 
establishing strategic relations with Iran on their 
agenda.

Also in the past months, when the process 
of Iran’s membership in the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization became certain, many experts 
raised the idea that the power is shifting from 
the West to Asia (the East) because the Islam-
ic Republic can encourage other countries to 
strengthen strategic cooperation.

Due to such developments, the White House is 
now feeling more threatened by Iran’s growing 
power in the world than ever before and is doing 
its utmost to limit Iran. But the process of devel-
opment indicates the failure of such plans.

Khorasan: Grossi on the road to nowhere
Commenting on a plan by the IAEA chief to visit 

Iran, Khorasan writes: In recent weeks, IAEA’s Ra-
fael Grossi, has made contradictory statements 
about Iran’s nuclear case. 

On one hand, he shows himself interested in 
traveling to Iran, and on the other, in his state-
ments, he makes the existing atmosphere sur-
rounding the nuclear case more tense.

These equivocal statements have caused seri-
ous reservations in Iran to invite him to Tehran.

Grossi made promises to Tehran in his three 
previous visits to Iran, but after returning to Vi-
enna he did not fulfill any of them. 

Tehran believes that the interest of Grossi to 
visit Iran is more a show-off than helping to re-
solve the deadlock in the JCPOA negotiations. 
Grossi’s obedience to the U.S. and the Zionist re-
gime is one of the main reasons for the impasse. 

We must not forget that Grossi traveled to Is-
rael a few days before the IAEA Board of Gover-
nors meeting in June. Immediately after his visit, 
the first anti-Iran resolution was adopted by the 
IAEA board, a move that led to a more tense sit-
uation.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Is Erdogan playing with 
fire?!

Vatan-e-Emrooz refers to the tough positions 

of the Turkish authorities towards Iran after the 
shooting incident at the embassy of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan in Tehran on January 27. On Turkey’s 
goals it writes: The first reason goes back to the 
synergy between the Turkish Security Service 
(MIT) and the Mossad in recent years. 

Based on the unannounced synergy, Turkey 
and Israel are trying to prevent normal relations 
between the two neighboring countries, i.e. Iran 
and Azerbaijan, by creating crises.

But the second issue is the election concerns 
of Erdogan. 

In the past months, Erdogan has seen a sharp 
decline in his popularity. 

In such a situation, the president has tried to 
inflame ethnic prejudices in the minds of some 
dissatisfied Turkish voters by strengthening 
pan-Turkism and playing the role of Godfather 
for the Republic of Azerbaijan in favor of AK Party. 

But without a doubt, the outcome will lead not 
only to the loss of Erdogan and MIT but also to 
the death of rationality in Turkey’s security and 
regional politics.

Javan: Arrangement of negotiation table 
with the trumpet of panic!

The Javan newspaper writes: Macron says 
Iran’s nuclear progress has reached an unprece-
dented stage, a remark that was repeated in Tel 
Aviv, Vienna, and the IAEA.

In a report on Thursday, the IAEA talked about 
changes in the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant 
(FFEP) and four Western countries reacted to it.

There are two scenarios in this regard; the first 
is that Iran’s program has reached an alarming 
point. The report by the Agency and the reaction 
of the Western countries is based on such a sce-
nario. 

However, Iran started 60% enrichment two 
years ago and refining uranium to such a purity 
(60%) in Fordow dates back to late November 
2022. This shows that Iran’s nuclear program has 
not seen any significant changes in recent weeks. 

This has led minds to an alternative scenario, 
that is, laying the groundwork for the resumption 
of negotiations to revive the JCPOA.

Resalat: Grossi’s visit to Tehran can help rec-
tify mistakes

Hossein Kanaani Moghaddam, an expert on 
world politics, in an interview with Resalat, points 
to a plan by Grossi to visit Tehran and says: The 
visit of the IAEA director general shows that he 
intends to compensate for his negative actions.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran is an emerging power
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in Yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

FM Abdollahian meets Cuban counterpart, Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla (right)

Abdollahian says the 
West “pursues the hybrid 

policy of sanctions and 
interference to fuel 

protests.

Amir Abdollahian says U.S. 
sanctions doomed to fail

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and 
http://iets.mporg.ir or contact us by phone no. 00982188776325.
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                                 INVITATION TO RENEWAL OF ONE STEP INTERNATIONAL TENDER           
 17/11/1401تاريخ :            دوم نوبت               29391/01/55شماره        

 

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY  
 

Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be reffered as ASSC, affiliated to Ministry of Agriculture-Jahad of I.R of Iran, is 
considering the purchase of the below  items of technical, through renewal of one step international tender.   

 
 

 

 

 

All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from Sunday dated 5/2/2023 until Sunday dated 12/2/2023 (5 
working days)  from our purchasing committee (located at the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi st., Tehran, Iran). 
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of I.Rials 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 
4001039704005791 with SHEBA no. IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through payment order of 
SATNA or PAYA with the 30 character identification code of 358039782263500650000000000006. 
 
The bidders are requested to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on Monday dated 13/3/2023 (during official 
working hours) to our security office located on the 8th floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be held on Tuesday dated 
14/3/2023 at 14:00 with the presence of bidder's representatives at our  purchasing committee hall (9th floor , no. 1, Fourth Alley, Gandhi st., Tehran, 
Iran). 
 
We would like to emphasize that the bid bond amount must be only submitted by the bidders  

 in bank guarantee as follows: 
 
1-€ 14118 for Cartap Tech Min 98 pct. equivalent to Iranian Rials 4350000000. 
2-€ 16241 for Propargite Tech Min 90 pct. equivalent to Iranian Rials 5004000000. 
3-€ 2952 for Permethrin Tech Min 95 pct. equivalent to Iranian Rials 909000000. 
 
- The bid bond value will be in Euro or in equal value of any other foreign currencies, except US dollars, based on Telegraphic Transfer rate in Sana 
rate website, www.sanarate.ir. It should be noted that this site lists the currency transactions, executed in Integrated Currency Transactions 
System [Nima website] 14.1.2023. 
  
- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous and definite outstanding claims as the bid bond. 
 

ITEM 
 

Name PACKING Quantity KG 

1 Cartap Tech Min 98 pct. Powder in 25 kg waterproof bags  21000 
2 Propargite Tech Min 90 pct. viscous liquid in 200 kg drums  32000 

3 Permethrin Tech Min 95 pct. liquid in 200 kg drums  5300 

 
For more information, you may refer to our web site www.assc.ir and   http://iets.mporg.ir, or contact us 
at phone no. 00982188776325. 

 
Pr&intel affais.dept'of Agricultural Support Servies COMPANY(ASSC)                           



By Faramrz Kuhpayeh

TEHRAN – In a significant move, 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
approved Sunday a proposal by 
the Iranian Judiciary chief that will 
result in commuting the sentences 
or pardoning tens of thousands of 
convicts and defendants arrested in 
the recent wave of unrest in Iran. 

 The amnesty was granted on the 
occasion of the 44th anniversary of 
the victory of the Islamic Revolution 
of Iran in 1979 which resulted in the 
overthrow of the Pahlavi regime and 
the establishment of the Islamic 
Republic. 

According to a statement by 
khamenei.ir, a proposal was sent by 
the head of the Judiciary requesting 
amnesty for a number of individuals 
who took part in the unrest under 
the influence of enemy propaganda, 
creating trouble for themselves and 
their families. “A remarkable number 
of them are now expressing regret 
and requesting amnesty after the 
plots of the external enemies and 
counter-revolutionary and anti-
people currents were exposed,” the 
statement said, quoting the proposal 
of the top judge.

The convicts to whom the amnesty 
applies should not be facing charges 
of espionage for outsiders, direct 
links with the foreign intelligence 

services, murder or intentional 
injuries, as well as vandalism or arson 
attack on governmental, military and 
public sites, and also should not be 
involved in a suit filed by a private 
plaintiff, Tasnim reported. 

Article 110 of the Constitution 
grants the Leader the right to pardon 
or reduce the sentences of convicts 
upon a recommendation from the 
head of the Judiciary.

The clemency, however, does not 
apply to certain types of convicts, 
including those who have been 
sentenced for their role in the 
armed smuggling of narcotics, 

arms trafficking, kidnapping, acid 
attacks, rape, armed robbery, bribery, 
embezzlement, counterfeit money 
forgery, money laundering, disruption 
of economy, smuggling of alcoholic 
drinks, and organized smuggling of 
commodities, according to Tasnim. 

The clemency has been 
welcomed by Judiciary officials and 
commentators. Hojjat al-Islam val-
Muslemin Sadegh Rahimi, the deputy 
head of the Judiciary, said the decree 
of the Leader included a novelty, 
which is pardoning defendants in 
addition to granting amnesty to 
convicts. 

The move comes after the wave 
of unrest that erupted after the 
death of Mahsa Amini come to an 
end. Since September 2022, Iran has 
been gripped by a nationwide wave 
of unrest and rioting that took the 
lives of dozens of security forces 
and ordinary people. As a result, 
thousands of those participating in 
the unrest have been prosecuted, 
with a few sent to the gallows with 
Moharebeh-related sentences. 

The exact number of those who 
are expected to be included by the 
clemency has not been announced 
but state news agency IRNA said that 
it will include tens of thousands of 
defendants and convicts. 

The amnesty has been welcomed 
as a countermeasure to enemy 
plots. Seyed Nezamuddin Mousavi, 
the spokesman for the Iranian 
Parliament’s presiding board, said 
the Leader foiled the enemy’s 
conspiracy with amnesty. 

“With this wise prudence, 
the Supreme Leader foiled the 
conspiracies of the enemy and saved 
the youth and individuals who made 
a mistake and played into the hands 
of the enemy,” the lawmaker said, 
according to the IRIB news agency. 
“All institutions and organizations 
should understand that this wise 
and fatherly action of the Supreme 
Leader is very effective for increasing 
national unity and cohesion.”

Iran edged by 
Argentina at 2023 
FIH Indoor Hockey 
World Cup

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s team were edged by 
Argentina 5-4 at the FIH Indoor Hockey World 
Cup South Africa 2023 on Sunday.

Mohammad Karimi (two goals), Behdad 
Beiranvand and Amirmehdi Mirzakhani were on 
target for the Iranian team. 

Team Melli will meet the U.S. in Pool B on 
Monday. 

Iran, who claimed bronze in 2018, will play 
Australia, South Africa and Czech Republic in the 
following days. 

Pool A consists of Austria, Netherlands, 
Namibia, Belgium, Kazakhstan and New Zealand. 

The competition is being held in Pretoria, South 
Africa from Feb. 5 to 11.

The top four teams from each group will 
advance to the quarterfinals.

Brazilian forward 
Pereira officially 
signs for Persepolis

TEHRAN – Brazilian forward Leandro Marcos 
Peruchena Pereira officially joined Persepolis 
football club.

The 31-year-old forward penned an-18-
month contract with the Iranian giants for an 
undisclosed fee.

Pereira underwent medical exam successfully. 
He has replaced Dutch striker Jurgen Locadia, 

who terminated his contract with the Iran league 
leaders in late December.

The Brazilian footballer most recently played 
for Japanese side Gamba Osaka, where he scored 
nine goals in 53 matches.

Pereira started his playing career at Ferroviária 
in 2011 and has also played in Brazilian clubs 
Portuguesa and Palmeiras, Belgian side Club 
Brugge and Japanese teams Matsumoto Yamaga 
and Sanfrecce Hiroshima.

Wrestlers win three 
medals in Zagreb Open

TEHRAN – Three Iranian Greco-Roman 
wrestlers won medals in the 2023 Zagreb Open 
Ranking Series event.

Aref Hossein Mohammadi seized a silver 
medal after losing to Taleh Mammadov of 
Azerbaijan 7-2 in the final match of 63kg.

His brother Iman Hossein Mohammadi and 
Croatian wrestler Ivan Lizatovi? claimed two 
bronze medals.

Also, Reza Mahdi Abassi was defeated against 
Chinese wrestler Husiyuetu 5-2 in the final 
match of 67kg.

Indian Ashu Bazard and Luis Orta from Cuba 
won two bronze medals. 

The 2023 Grand Prix Zagreb Open is a 
wrestling event being held in Zagreb, Croatia 
from February 1 to 5, 2023.

Iranian women take 

medals at Para Taekwondo 

President’s Cup 

TEHRAN - Iranian women won four medals 
on the first day of (Para) World Taekwondo 
President’s Cup – Europe 2023 in Turkey.

Maryam Abdullahpour and Rosa Ebrahimi won 
gold each, while Romina Chamsourki and Mahtab 
Nabavi won two bronze medals.

The two-day Para WT President’s Cup kicked 
off in the city of Istanbul on Saturday. On the 
second day of the tournament, Iranian men will 
face off their rivals.

The tournament will be followed by the 10th 
Turkish Open that will take place in the same city 

on February 6-7.

Iranian women are set to play in the 10th 
Turkish Open as well. 

Iran remain seventh 
in World Futsal 
Ranking

TEHRAN – Iran national futsal team remained 
unchanged in the world futsal ranking released 
on Sunday.

Team Melli are seventh in the table with 1,549 
points.

Brazil lead the table with 1,794 points.

Spain (1,771) and Portugal (1,751) sit in the 
second and third places, respectively.

Argentina (1,676), Russia (1,669) and 
Kazakhstan (1,570) are fourth to sixth in the table. 

Iran remain the best Asian team in the table, 
followed by Japan and Uzbekistan. 

Iran U17 beat 
Belarus U16 at 
“Development Cup”

TEHRAN – Iran U17 defeated Belarus U16 
football team 4-0 on Sunday in their opening 
match of the international tournament 
“Development Cup” in Belarus.

Amirmohammad Razzaghinia netted a brace in 
the first half and Mohammad Askari and Alireza 
Homaeifard were on target for the Iranian team. 

Hossein Abdi’s boys are scheduled to play 
Russia and Tajikistan U17 teams on Tuesday and 
Thursday, respectively. 

The tournament is being held from Feb. 5 to 11 
in Minsk.

A total of six U17 football teams, namely 
Belarus, Iran, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
Russia, as well as Belarus U16 and Russia U16 
teams compete in the tournament.

The teams are divided into two groups. Iran are 
drawn in Group B along with Russia, Tajikistan 
and Belarus U16.

Kazakhstan, Belarus, Uzbekistan and Russia 
U16 are in Group A.

FIA President hails Iran’s 
educational programs

TEHRAN – President of the Fédération 
Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) has lauded 
the educational courses of Iran.

Mohammed Ben Sulayem thanked Iran for its 
active participation in innovative programs and 
the project to increase the driving skills of the 
athletes in the country. 

The head of the FIA appreciated the Motorcycle 
and Automobile Federation of Iran for holding 
the project ‘Educational Driving Skills’.

FIA is the governing body for world motor 
sport and the federation of the world’s leading 
mobility organizations.

Founded in 1904, with headquarters in Paris 
and Geneva, the FIA is a non-profit organization.

It brings together 245 Member Organizations 
from 146 countries on five continents.

Iran futsal player 
keeps shining in Spain

TEHRAN – Iranian international futsal player 
Hossein Tayebi has scored two goals for AE 
Palma Futsal in Spain.

Tayebi scored in a match against Córdoba in 
the minutes of four and 24, beating the team 
5-4.

His countryman Moslem Oladghobad could 
not find the back of the net in the game.

At present, AE Palma Futsal rank third in the 
table while Barça are the top-flight team.

Associació Esportiva Palma de Mallorca 
Fútbol Sala, founded in 1998, are a futsal club 
based in Palma de Mallorca, the city of the 
autonomous community of the Balearic Islands.
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IRAN IN FOCUSSupreme amnesty

Trump destroyed the deal for free, EU chief diplomat laments

Frome Page 1   He added, 
“18 parliament speakers and 40 
delegations from the parliaments 
of Islamic countries were present 
at the Algeria summit. In this 2-day 
presence, the opportunity to have 
a detailed bilateral meeting with 7 
influential delegations present at 
the summit was provided. In this 
meeting, I presented the cooperation 
initiative of Islamic countries to 
promote peace and progress, which 
was welcomed. We also unanimously 
condemned the recent actions of the 
Zionist regime in the West Bank.”

Qalibaf noted, “Another important 
event in this summit was the unity of 
Islamic countries against the actions 
of European countries against Islamic 

countries in such a way that insulting 
Islamic sanctities including the Holy 
Quran and even Islamic leaders in 
European countries were condemned 
in the issued resolutions.”

He said, “Assemblies of Islamic 
countries decisively rejected the 
intervention of the European 
Parliament in the internal issues 
of Muslim countries, including the 
issues of our country. We hope that 
the Islamic countries will move with 
unity and empathy in the direction 
of creating a new power in the new 

world order.”

Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf traveled 
to Algeria to participate in the 
parliamentary summit.

He met with his Algerian 
counterpart Ibrahim Boughali, 
discussing ways to deepen bilateral 
ties. The Iranian speaker expressed 
optimism that the ties between 
Tehran and Algiers will foster Islamic 
unity and the battle against the 
Zionist regime in line with supporting 
the oppressed Palestinian people.

TEHRAN – The Iranian Parliament’s National 
Security and Foreign Policy Committee is set 
to discuss banning dual nationals from holding 
public service positions. 

The Iranian parliamentary news agency ICANA 

reported that the Committee is scheduled to 
discuss a bill calling for a ban on public service 
for dual nationals. 

The bill will be discussed this week with the 
presence of relevant officials and agencies. 

The move comes after Iran executed an 
Iranian-British national who was convicted of 
spying for Britain. The dual national, Alireza 
Akbari, had served in high-level positions at the 
Iranian defense ministry. 

Muslim parliaments rejected European meddling in Iran: speaker

Parliament Committee to discuss banning dual nationals from holding positions

Ayatollah Khamenei declares massive amnesty for tens of thousands of prisoners

TEHRAN – The European Union’s foreign policy 
chief, Josep Borrell, once again has reiterated that 
the tattered 2015 Iran nuclear deal is still alive and 
could be revived. 

In an interview with the Chilean Columna Digital 
outlet, Borrell said the deal has come to a standstill 
but it is not dead yet. 

“The agreement itself, which was that it [Iran] 
not become a nuclear power in exchange for 
allowing it to participate in international trade 
and, in particular, to export its oil, was already 
practically reconstructed,” the EU foreign policy 
chief said, according to Fars News. 

Borrell then lamented former U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s withdrawal from the Iran deal, 
officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA). 

“Trump destroyed it for free. Although it 
worked well, [the United States] withdrew from 
the agreement. Afterwards, the substantive 
agreement was practically finished, although it 
was not possible to reach the end afterwards,” he 
said. 

Borrell then repeated Western allegations about 
Iran, saying, “Later, Iran has entered into a dynamic 
that makes it very difficult to reach agreements of 
any kind. The repression of internal movements, in 
particular of women, the application of the death 
penalty, the supply of arms to Russia - although 
they deny that they do so, there is plenty of evidence 
in this regard - have created an environment in 
which the nuclear agreement becomes more 
difficult.”

The chief EU diplomat pointed out that the 
JCPOA is now rather frozen, but not dead. 

Responding to a question on whether the JCPOA 
is dead, he said, “No, it’s up to me to try to keep it 

alive, but knowing and repeating every day that 
what is happening in Iran makes it much more 
difficult.”

This is the second time in less than two weeks 
that Borrell reiterates that the JCPOA is still alive. 
In late January, he said although there has been 
no progress in negotiations to resurrect the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the deal is 
not “dead.”

Borrell made the comments while speaking with 
media in Brussels on the heels of a gathering of EU 
foreign ministers.

He asserted that the latest unrest in Iran has 
complicated efforts to revive the JCPOA.

Iranian officials have repeatedly declared 
that their country is prepared for a solution that 
would revive the JCPOA, emphasizing that the 
U.S., which withdrew from the agreement in 2018 
and reinstituted penalties, should give up making 
unreasonable demands.

Iran has also stated that it has fulfilled its 
obligations pursuant to the deal and ball is now in 
the U.S. court to take a political decision.

Iran’s chief negotiator Ali Bagheri Kani has 

said Tehran is a claimant in talks on reviving the 
nuclear deal as the United States and the European 
countries have reneged on their commitments 
under the deal.

Bagheri Kani, who also serves as deputy foreign 
minister for political affairs, said it was the United 
States and its European allies that should prove 
their commitment to the agreement and make up 
for their mistakes as soon as possible. He made 
the remarks during an interview with Press TV’s 
Insight program on Saturday.

“As of now, we are the claimant and the other 
side are the Americans. They are the ones who 
should show their commitment in practice if they 
want to return to the JCPOA, as they say, and show 
their commitment to the agreement and the same 
goes for the Europeans. It is the Europeans who 
proved their non-adherence to our nation through 
various excuses during the period when the US 
withdrew from the JCPOA.”  

The senior diplomat went on to say the 
experience of the JCPOA has taught Iran not to 
rely on foreigners and move forward on its own 
without waiting for the deal to achieve its goals.

Bagheri Kani said the US and its European allies 
have proved so far that when it comes to their 
interests, they don’t “honor their promises” and 
pay no attention to moral principles.

Iran has always adhered to its commitments 
within the framework of the JCPOA and expects 
the other parties to the deal to adhere to their 
commitments as well, he added.

Bagheri Kani said Iran will not be indifferent 
to the other parties’ non-compliance but will not 
disrupt the process of reviving the agreement 
either. He also said Tehran is still seriously following 
the sanctions-removal talks and hopes the efforts 
will bear fruit.

JCPOA not dead: Borrell



from page 1   With the 
implementation of this project, 
which includes the construction 
of a 200-kilometer submarine 
pipeline from Kish Island to 
Assaluyeh by Iran Marine 
Engineering and Construction 
Company and the completion 
of 14 wells by Iran’s National 
Drilling Company (NIDC), over 
28.3 million cubic meters 
per day of natural gas and 
11,300 barrels per day of gas 
condensate will be produced 

and transferred from Kish 
Island to the refineries of South 
Pars Gas Complex (SPGC) in 
Assaluyeh.

Kish gas Field is a giant gas 
field close to Kish Island in 
the Persian Gulf. It is one of 
the NIOC’s recent discoveries 
which was discovered in 2006. 
The field also holds at least one 
billion barrels of condensate 
of which at least 331 million 
barrels are recoverable.

TEHRAN – Iran exported 35.5 million tons of 
minerals and mining products worth $9.963 
billion in the first 10 months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2021-January 
20, 2023), IRNA reported.

The Islamic Republic exported 39.148 
million tons of such products during the said 

10 months, registering a three-percent rise in 
terms of weight.

Steel and steel products were the top 
exported commodities in this sector, followed 
by copper and its byproducts, aluminum and 
related items, as well as other downstream 
products.

The exports from the mentioned sector 

stood at $864 million in the 10th calendar 

month of Dey (December 22, 2022-January 20, 

2023), 30 percent less than the figure for the 

previous month.

TEHRAN – Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
handed over 10,000 housing units to the 
owners across the country in a ceremony 
held on Saturday on the occasion of the 44th 
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, IRIB 

reported.

As reported, of the mentioned houses, 
6,838 units were in Parand Town near the 
capital Tehran and the rest were in rural areas.

The inaugurated housing units were part of 

the Mehr housing project scheme.

The Mehr housing project was introduced 
by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2007. It was to 
build around two million housing units within 
five years for low-income families.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main 
index of Tehran Stock Exchange 
(TSE), lost 17,059 points to 1.54 
million on Sunday.

As reported, over 9.551 billion 
securities worth 57.164 trillion 
rials (about $143 million) were 
traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of 
the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. 
The other three ones are 
Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange 

(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iranian government has 
allocated 150 trillion rials (about 
$375 million) to the country’s 
Capital Market Stabilization and 
Development Fund (CMSDF) in 
the budget bill for the next Iranian 
calendar year 1402 (begins on 
March 21) to support small 
shareholders.

As reported, the government 
has decided to supply the 

mentioned fund from the shares 
of state-owned companies to 
protect small shareholders 
against the risks of the capital 
market.

Also, in order to strengthen the 
companies active in the market, 
a part of their profit which is 
allocated to increasing their 
capital is going to be exempted 
from tax; this will encourage such 
companies to increase capital and 
expand their activities.

Meanwhile, Finance and 

Economic Affairs Ministry has said 
the government plans to continue 
supporting the stock market in 
the long run and shareholders 
can count on the government’s 
strategic support.

“The government, along with 
its short-term and temporary 
measures to support the stock 
market, has a long-term strategic 
plan to continue supporting the 
market in the future,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

TEHRAN - Iranian Labor and 
Social Welfare Minister Solat 
Mortazavi has said that considering 
the new agreements between Iran 
and Zimbabwe, the two countries’ 
annual trade is expected to exceed 
$500 million, IRNA reported.

“In the agreements [reached 
between the two sides], the level 
of trade between the two countries 
is seen to increase to more than 
500 million dollars per year, which 
is achievable,” Mortazavi said 
on Sunday in a meeting of the 
ministers of the two countries.

According to the official, 
good plans have been made for 
cooperation in various fields 
including medicine, export of 
agricultural machinery, and 
petrochemicals.

The ninth Meeting of the Joint 
Economic Committee of Iran and 
Zimbabwe kicked off in the Iranian 
capital Tehran on Thursday.

Officials of the two countries 

hailed the meeting for “paving 
the way for economic cooperation 
and promoting trade exchanges 
between the two sides.”

Iranian authorities have again 
said that promoting cooperation 
with African countries is on top 
agenda of the foreign policy of 
the administration of President 
Ebrahim Raisi.   

Iranian Industry, Mining, and 
Trade Minister Reza Fatemi-Amin 
met with Zimbabwe’s Minister 
of Industry and Commerce Sekai 
Nzenza in Tehran last month, during 
which the two sides stressed the 
expansion of economic ties.

As reported by the portal of Iran’s 
Industry Ministry, in this meeting 
Nzenza called on Iran’s food, 
pharmaceutical, and automotive 
companies to enter Zimbabwe’s 
markets.

The officials emphasized the 
development of cooperation in 
various economic sectors and 

stressed the need for creating 
a road map for the expansion of 
mutual trade and commercial 
relations.

Stating that the development 
of trade with African countries, 
especially Zimbabwe, is one 
of the priorities of the Iranian 
government, Fatemi-Amin said: 
“Unfortunately, the volume of our 
trade with Zimbabwe has decreased 
in recent years, and by holding such 
meetings we hope to witness the 
development of trade relations 
between the two countries.”

The Zimbabwean minister, for 
her part, emphasized that the 
president of Zimbabwe is also 
interested in the development of 
trade relations with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, saying: “We are 
also under sanctions and want to 
use the experiences of countries 
that experienced the same 
situation.”

In this regard, Fatemi-Amin 
stated that the Islamic Republic is 

ready to transfer its experiences 
in dealing with sanctions and said: 
“Sanctions may cause problems at 
first, but in the end, it will make 
countries rely on their capabilities 
and fundamentally shape their 
economy.”

Further in the meeting, the 
parties discussed the two 
countries’ trade capacities and 
Nzenza called for the use of Iran’s 
advanced technologies in the field 
of processing agricultural products, 
renewable energies, and also 
medicine and medical equipment.

Fatemi-Amin also announced 
Iran’s readiness to cooperate in 
the mentioned fields and officially 
invited Zimbabwean investors to 
visit Iran to get familiar with the 
Iranian companies active in the field 
of renewable energies and food 
industries for joint cooperation.

“We also need Zimbabwean 
products such as cotton and gold 
and we can exchange these goods,” 
the minister added.

TEHRAN – Iran’s thermal power plants’ 
electricity generation capacity has exceeded 
73,500 megawatts (MW), an official with 
the country’s Thermal Power Plants Holding 
Company (TPPH) announced.

Mohammad Ramezani, the head of the 
company’s projects development department, 
made the remarks mentioning the inauguration 
of a thermal power plant unit in Ardebil Province 
in northwestern Iran, IRNA reported.

Ramezani had earlier said there are currently 
604 thermal units active in 134 power plants 
across the country.

According to the official, the private sector 
currently operates 396 power plants that 
account for 68 percent of the electricity 
generated by all thermal power plants in the 
country.

“Currently, the capacity of the country’s 
power plants, including thermal, hydroelectric, 
renewable, diesel, small-scale and nuclear, has 
reached about 90,000 megawatts, of which 81 
percent is related to thermal power plants,” the 

official said in late December 2022.

Increasing the country’s power generation 
capacity and preventing blackouts during 
peak consumption periods have been among 
the Energy Ministry’s top priorities since the 
current government administration took office 
in August 2021.

Earlier this year, Energy Minister Ali-Akbar 
Mehrabian announced that his ministry 
was planning to boost the country’s power 
generation capacity by 35,000 MW over the 
next four years.

The mentioned figure would be achieved 
through the construction of thermal power 
plants with 15,000 MW of capacity, renewable 
power plants with a capacity of 10,000 MW 
by the public and private sectors, and the 
construction of new power plants with 10,000 
megawatts capacity by large industries, 
according to the minister.

Over the past decade, constant temperature 
rising and the significant decrease in rainfalls 
across Iran have put the country in a hard 
situation regarding electricity supply during 
peak consumption periods.

In this regard, the Energy Ministry has been 
following new programs to meet the country’s 
power demand during peak periods and to 
prevent outages.

Constructing new units in the country’s 
power plants and also building new power 
plants for major industries are among the 
mentioned programs that are being pursued 
seriously by the ministry in collaboration with 
other related government entities.

TEHRAN- The annual amount of crops produced 
in the gardens of Kermanshah province, in the west 
of Iran, stands at 340,000 tons, a provincial official 
announced.

Ali Chaleh-Chaleh, the head of the province’s 
Agriculture Department, put the area of 
Kermanshah gardens at more than 44,000 

hectares and said 500 hectares of these gardens 
are modern.

Kermanshah province with more than 950,000 
hectares of agricultural land is now one of the 
country’s agricultural hubs.

The province’s total agricultural output stands 
at over 4.766 million tons, and about 125,000 
persons are working in the agricultural sector of 
the province.

The latest statistics published by the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
show that Iran stood among the world’s top 
producers of many agricultural products in 2021.

Based on the data released by the FAO, Iran has 
been also among the top exporters of agricultural 
products in the world during 2021.

TEHRAN- Two projects for the production of 
flowers and ornamental plants were inaugurated 
in Khorram-Abad County, in Lorestan province.

One of the projects was inaugurated in Daraee 
Village in the presence of Lorestan governor-
general and some of his deputies.

This project was implemented in an area of 
3,200 square meters and with its inauguration, 
employment for 45 people has been created 
directly and indirectly.

The other project was inaugurated in Pirjad 
Village in the presence of the governor-general 
and his deputies.

This project was implemented on 3,200 square 
meters of land, creating direct jobs for eight 
people, and indirect jobs for 24 persons.

Iran has 17th place in the world in the 
production of flowers and ornamental plants, but 
it is ranked 107th in terms of export.

Every year, three billion flowers and ornamental 

plants are produced in the country, of which 
only 300 million are exported. 50 percent of the 
produced flowers are sold domestically and the 
rest is thrown away.

As stated by the chairman of the Flower 
Retailers’ Association of Tehran, flowers and 
ornamental plants consumption per capita in 
Iran is 20, while the figure is 150 to 250 in the 
world.

TEHRAN- Honey production in East Azarbaijan 
province, in the northwest of Iran, has reached 
15,676 tons in the current Iranian calendar year 
(ends on March 20), a provincial official announced.

Samad Zamanzad Qavidel, the deputy head of 
the province’s Agriculture Department for livestock 
products improvement, said: “This increase in 

production is due to the modification of the 
structure of old modern hives and the use of open 
floor hives, the use of imported and high-yielding 
hybrid queens, the replacement of native hives with 
modern ones, and the increase in the knowledge 
of the beekeepers due to the holding of training 
classes and conferences.”

He put the number of beekeepers and people 
working in East Azarbaijan apiaries at 17, 561 people.

Qavidel further put the number of modern 
colonies at 1,105,868 in the province, and said East 
Azarbaijan ranks first in the country in terms of 
the number of beehives, second in terms of honey 
production, and first in terms of processing and 
packaging.

Based on the data recently released by the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), Iran is the third-largest producer of honey in 
the world.

TEHRAN- As announced by the head of 
Alborz province’s Agriculture Department, 21 
development and production projects worth five 
trillion rials (about $12.5 million) were launched 
and inaugurated in the province on the occasion of 
the 44th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution.

Abdolreza Bazdar said that 18 out of the 21 
mentioned projects are related to the production 
in the agriculture sector of the province, three 
are related to the establishment of modern 
pressurized irrigation systems, and three are 
related to the construction of greenhouses in the 
province.

Due to the growing need of the market for 
flowers and ornamental plants, as well as off-
season vegetables and summer crops, greenhouse 
cultivation has become one of the most profitable 
agricultural sectors today.

Cultivation in the controlled space of the 
greenhouse will have an average of 10 times higher 
yield per unit area than outdoor cultivation due to 
suitable environmental conditions.

Significant reduction in water consumption 
in modern greenhouses is in fact the major 
advantage of greenhouse cultivation.
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ECONOMY Iranian firms sign $900m deal 
to develop offshore gas field

POGC Head Mohammad-Hossein Motejali (R) and IOEC Head 

Mohammadreza Zahiri shake hands after signing a deal on Saturday.

Kermanshah province’s annual horticultural 
output stands at 340,000 tons

Flowers, ornamental plants production 
plans inaugurated in Lorestan 

Honey production in East 
Azarbaijan exceeds 15,000 tons

21 agricultural projects launched, 
inaugurated in Alborz province 

Exports from mining sector surpassed $9.9b in 10 months

Raisi inaugurates 10,000 housing units across Iran

TEDPIX drops 17,000 points on Sunday

Iran-Zimbabwe trade expected to exceed $500 million

Thermal power plants’ generation capacity exceeds 73,500 MW



From page 1   The protesters marched at two 
locations in the central coastal city of Tel Aviv, 
waving flags and chanting slogans against the 
justice minister. “Doctors fighting for the life of 
democracy,” read a banner raised by a doctor at 
the Tel Aviv protest.

The protest is the fifth against the new gov-
ernment, a coalition of ultra-Orthodox and far-

right nationalist parties that took office in De-
cember.

The government launched proposals to weak-
en the Supreme Court by giving parliament the 
power to overturn court decisions with a simple 
majority vote. It also wants to give parliament 
control over the appointment of judges and re-
duce the independence of legal advisers.

From page 1   “Ukraine and 
the EU, we are family,” Europe-
an Council President Charles 
Michel claimed. “The future of 
Ukraine is within the European 
Union,” he chipped in, while also 
refusing to comment about any 
timeline.

The EU has declined to offer a 
fast-track membership, with the 
bloc’s officials citing several entry 
requirements such as political and 
economic stability.

The EU is saying we have goals 
but we don’t have timelines. If we 
look at that in a wider context 
and the promises the EU gave to 
Turkey about its accession which 
Ankara has not seen for decades 
now, this process could take many 
years, potentially a decade judg-
ing by Croatia?, the last country 
that gained membership.

It’s a similar approach that the 
U.S.-led NATO military alliance has 
taken toward Kyiv. 

This effectively means there 
is no real intention on the EU or 
NATO side apart from keeping 
Ukrainians to continue fighting, 
dying, and suffering as well as 
prolonging the war to serve the 
purposes of U.S. hegemony. 

Weapons have been pouring 
into Ukraine with one NATO mem-
ber trying to outbid the others in 
sending its most advanced mili-
tary equipment.

The Western military-indus-
trial complex has been making 
extremely lucrative profits in the 
process. 

But at the cost of what?
Prolonging the war, Ukrainian 

blood as well as rising inflation 
rate in Europe with consumers 
struggling to survive as a result. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky also used the summit to 
call on his Western allies to send 
even more sophisticated weapons 
to help repel Russian forces in the 
country’s east.

This is the same region in the 
country that has witnessed deadly 
fighting between ethnic Russians 
and Ukrainian forces since 2014, 
killing at least 14,000 people until 
Russia launched what it called a 
“special military operation”.

But can these more advanced 
weapons help Ukrainian forces?

More recently that has come 
under the spotlight, with NATO 
members themselves divided on 
the issue.

Some NATO members have 
started to question whether sup-

porting Ukraine is going ahead as 
it had planned. 

Reports have emerged that say 
the tanks being sent to Ukraine 
will take months to arrive at the 
frontline, perhaps until the end of 
May this year.

This is while Russia has been 
taking large chunks of the Eastern 
Donbas region. 

There is also an expectation 
among experts that Russia will 
launch a massive operation in the 
coming weeks or months, should 
the war continue, and consolidate 
its forces in the towns and villag-
es there.

That is expected to happen be-
fore any NATO tanks even reach 
the frontline in the country’s east.

Russia can mobilize a large 
number of soldiers and military 
equipment.

That is why NATO at some point 
will have to enter peace negotia-
tions with Russia. 

But the pro-war camp led by the 
hawks in Washington and others 
in Europe have been advocating 
for more escalation. 

This comes even though it is the 
Ukrainians who are suffering the 
most.

The European Commission 
president has since taken down 
a video that revealed Ukraine 
has lost 100,000 soldiers in ten 

months. 

Some say that is a conserva-
tive figure when you factor in all 
the soldiers that are missing and 
whose mothers and wives are 
desperately searching for them.

Even the 100,000 figure is hor-
rifyingly large. 

Some pundits following the war 
closely have suggested the actu-
al death toll among the Ukrainian 
armed forces is around a quarter 
of a million.

Most Western media reporters 
are stationed in western Ukraine.

Research by other journalists 
who have been dispatched to the 
flashpoint eastern part of the 
country on the frontline where 
the fighting is taking place shows 
these are realistic figures.

A few months ago, Moscow 
said it had lost 6,000 of its ser-
vicemen. That death toll could 
be higher but analysts say it will 
never come anywhere close to the 
Ukrainian fatalities, who are dying 
in much higher numbers.

This is not taking into account 
the pro-Russian forces in the 
Donbas as well as private military 
fighters, but without doubt, the 
Russians have overwhelmingly 
artillery superiority.

Many journalists believe the 
figures on the Ukrainian side of 
100,000 are far more accurate.

What the U.S. wants is to keep 
Ukrainians fighting Russia until 
the last Ukrainian.

It doesn’t make any sense for 
Ukraine to continue this war but 
the West is egging it on with re-
peated military aid packages and 
false promises of accession to 
NATO and the EU.

Western media has also played 
a major role in trying to shape 
public opinion.

With every war, there is a level 
of propaganda and Ukraine is no 
exception.

Noam Chomsky, and John Pilger 
among a few other veteran war 
reporters who covered Vietnam 
say they have never seen such 
levels of Western mainstream 
propaganda when it comes to the 
Ukraine conflict. 

With all Western reporters in 
the west of the country, there is 
little coverage of the deaths and 
terror in the flashpoint east. 

Most civilians in the eastern 
Donbas part of Ukraine voted in a 
referendum to be a part of Russia. 

So a peace solution that can be 
found without pouring in so many 
weapons, but the U.S. and some 
of its Western allies are not sat-
isfied with that scenario and want 
to prolong this conflict as long as 
possible. 

Even before the war erupted, 
U.S. officials said they wanted to 
use Ukraine to inflict a geopoliti-
cal defeat on Russia. 

Does it come as a surprise that 
before the U.S. and NATO refused 
to entertain the Kremlin’s propos-
al for security guarantees over 
NATO’s expansion toward Russian 
borders that U.S. and UK officials 
invested shares in their respective 
country’s arms manufacturing 
companies?

In essence, this war benefits the 
U.S. establishment. Unfortunately, 
Ukraine is being used as yet an-
other U.S. proxy that is suffering 
from Washington’s foreign mili-
tary adventurism.

This appears to be the new 
strategy of the U.S. following the 
death of its soldiers in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Let other countries suffer, its 
civilians suffer and its soldiers 
die instead of American soldiers, 
while at the same time serving 
multiple U.S. foreign interests.

As for the EU in this current day 
and age, it seems to be taking its 
orders directly from Washington. 

Anti-government protests continue in Israel decrying 
planned judicial reforms 

By Zahra Mirzafarjouyan

TEHRAN – Brian Berletic says potential 
US-led conflict with China would include 
sanctions, disrupt global trade and set back 
the global economy in ways many times 
more devastating than the current conflict in 
Ukraine.

Tensions between the US and China over 
the self-ruled island intensified following a 
provocative visit there in August by Nancy 
Pelosi, speaker of the US House of Represen-
tatives. It prompted large-scale Chinese mil-
itary drills around the island territory as well 
as a declaration by US President Joe Biden to 
defend Taiwan.

Her visit infuriated China, which has sover-
eignty over the self-ruled Chinese Taipei and 
has publicly stated that it may take it by force 
one day, if necessary.

Under the “one China” policy, nearly all 
countries across the globe, the US included, 
recognize Beijing’s sovereignty over Chinese 
Taipei. 

Washington, however, engaged in direct 
contact with the secessionist government 
in Taipei, in violation of its own stated poli-
cy. The US also supplies Taipei with massive 
amounts of armaments.

Recently, General Mike Minihan, head of Air 
Mobility Command, sent a memo to the offi-
cers he commands that predicts the United 
States will be at war with China in two years 
and tells them to get ready to prep by firing “a 
clip” at a target, and “aim for the head”.

Gen. Minihan said, “I hope I am wrong. My 
gut tells me will fight in 2025.”

To know more about the issue, we reached 
out to an American geopolitical researcher 

Brian Berletic. 
Here is the full text of our interview with 

him:
Don’t you think that this is just the tip of 

the iceberg and the US has planned much 
more for China?

The United States has spent decades try-
ing and failing to encircle and contain China, 
from the CIA training Tibetan separatists in 
the 1950s, Washington’s backing of the Re-
public of China on Taiwan, the Vietnam War, 
all the way up to the US military presence in 
Japan and South Korea. The US is out of time 
as China grows economically and militarily, 
therefore it is not a fear of China provoking 
a war by 2025, it is the necessity of the US 
to provoke one before the disparity between 
a rising China and a declining US closes the 
door on any possibility of a US victory amid a 
US-Chinese conflict. 

We already see that the US policy in 
Ukraine has cost so much for the world 
economy and people, especially in poor 
countries. Can such a stance towards a big 
economy and military power like China even 
leave a much more negative effect on peo-
ple of the world? 

A potential US-led conflict with China 
would include sanctions, disrupt global trade 
and set back the global economy in ways 
many times more devastating than the cur-
rent conflict in Ukraine. US policymakers have 
openly suggested they would deliberately 
target and impede Chinese trade and since 
most nations around the world count China 
as their largest trade partner, this would im-
pact virtually every other nation on Earth. 

From time to time, we hear about possi-
ble breakout of WWIII. Do you see any pos-

sibility for it?

In many ways, we are already witnessing 
a World War. The US through proxies kills 
Russians in Ukraine and Chinese engineers 
in Pakistan, attacks Chinese infrastructure 
and factories across South Asia and the Pa-
cific and invest millions of dollars annually 
in political subversion targeting both Russia 
and China as well as their allies along their 
peripheries. The only question is whether or 
not this fighting will escalate toward a direct 
conflict between the US and either Russia or 
China (or both) after it becomes clear Wash-
ington’s proxies are insufficient to achieve its 
geopolitical objectives. The possibility is high 
since Washington has made it clear it will not 
tolerate a world that it is not the dominant 
power within. 

It seems that the US has chosen confron-
tation instead of rivalry with its major ri-
vals. Don’t you think so? 

The US seeks to maintain primacy over an 
increasingly multipolar world. It wants to 
subordinate Russia and China, the latter of 
which has a population larger than the G7 
combined and certainly a larger industrial 
base than many nations in the West. This is 
an unreasonable objective for Washington 
which has resulted in increasingly disruptive 
policies focused on confrontation rather than 
competition and cooperation. It is ultimately 
an unsustainable policy and it is just a matter 
of how much damage the current circles of 
power in Washington cause worldwide before 
more constructive interests displace them 
and find a productive role for the US and the 
West among the world’s nations rather than 
insisting on imposing US dominance upon 
them all. 

American geopolitical expert: Potential US-China 
conflict to devastate global economy

Is NATO using 
Ukrainian blood 
to fight Russia?

Koch political machine 
vows to fight to deny 
Trump GOP nomination 
in 2024

The Koch brothers, whose political machine fu-
els the most powerful donor network in conser-
vative politics, are declaring that machine will be 
part of the Never Trump effort for 2024, aiming 
to deny former President Donald Trump a third 
nomination for the White House.

The declaration, released in a recent memo to 
staffers and activists, never explicitly mentions 
Trump, but it’s abundantly clear from the tone in 
Americans for Prosperity CEO Emily Seidel’s mes-
sage that the grassroots behemoth she leads has 
no plans of being a passive player in Republican 
politics when it comes to the White House. “Our 
country must move past the current political sit-
uation—we’ve got to turn the page on the past 
several years,” she wrote. “If we want to elect bet-
ter people, we need better candidates. And if we 
want better candidates, we’ve got to get involved 
in elections earlier and in more primaries.”

Americans for Prosperity is perhaps the most 
forward-facing arm of the Koch political orbit, 
organized more than two decades ago by billion-
aires Charles and David Koch. They went all-in on 
Mitt Romney’s campaign in 2012, a move many 
of the network’s members to this day regret. The 
groups were no fans of Trump in 2016 but many of 
their donors were, so they officially stayed out of 
the primary after flirting with a flex. By the time 
Trump 2020 arrived, the groups had seen mixed 
records on their goals—tax cuts and criminal jus-
tice reform were good to their minds; the admin-
istration’s efforts on immigration and isolation-
ism were not—and instead stayed largely out of 
the race.

General Musharraf, 79, dies  

Pakistan’s former president General Pervez 
Musharraf, who seized power in a coup in 1999, 
has died aged 79.

The former leader - who was president be-
tween 2001 and 2008 - died in Dubai after a long 
illness, a statement from the country’s army said.

He had survived numerous assassination at-
tempts, and found himself on the front line of the 
struggle between militant Islamists and the West.

He supported the US “war on terror” after 9/11 
despite domestic opposition.

In 2008 he suffered defeat in the polls and left 
the country six months later.

When he returned in 2013 to try to contest the 
election, he was arrested and barred from stand-
ing. He was charged with high treason and was 
sentenced to death in absentia only for the deci-
sion to be overturned less than a month later.

He left Pakistan for Dubai in 2016 to seek med-
ical treatment and had been living in exile in the 
country ever since.

Musharraf died in the hospital on Sunday 
morning.

Saudi Arabia 
evacuates embassy 
staff in Kabul

 Saudi Arabia has evacuated all its embassy 
staff in Afghanistan, a reliable source confirmed 
to Hasht-e Sobh on Sunday.

All diplomatic staff and staff members of the 
Saudi Arabian embassy in Kabul were evacuated 
on Wednesday after the Taliban forbid all female 
employees of the embassy from working.

“Apparently, the Saudis have closed their em-
bassy in response to the ban on female employ-
ees working with international organizations,” 
the source added. “But it is also believed that the 

evacuation was done based on a pre-planned ar-
rangement.”

The source also suggests the possibility that 
Saudi Arabia’s embassy in Kabul may have been 
closed due to increased security threats.

On a Kam Air flight, all Saudi Arabian embassy 
employees were transferred to Riyadh, the source 
detailed.

Nevertheless, the source reported that Saudi 
Arabia has become angry with the Taliban after 
they ignored Riyadh’s approach since August 15, 
2021.”

Taliban members anticipate the Saudi Arabian 
embassy will resume its normal activities in the 
next few days.

US downs Chinese 
balloon, drawing a threat 
from China

The U.S. military on Saturday shot down a sus-
pected Chinese spy balloon off the Carolina coast 
after it traversed sensitive military sites across 
North America. China insisted the flyover was an 
accident involving a civilian aircraft and threatened 
repercussions.

According to AP, President Joe Biden issued the 
order but had wanted the balloon downed even 
earlier, on Wednesday. He was advised that the 
best time for the operation would be when it was 
over water, U.S. officials said. Military officials de-
termined that bringing it down over land from an 
altitude of 60,000 feet would pose an undue risk 
to people on the ground.

China responded that it reserved the right to 
“take further actions” and criticized the U.S. for “an 
obvious overreaction and a serious violation of in-
ternational practice.”

In its statement on Sunday, China’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said that “China will resolutely up-
hold the relevant company’s legitimate rights and 
interests, and at the same time reserving the right 
to take further actions in response.” China’s Minis-
try of Defense echoed the statement later in the 
day, saying it “reserves the right to take necessary 
measures to deal with similar situations.”

The presence of the balloon in the skies above 
the U.S. this week dealt a severe blow to already 
strained U.S.-Chinese relations that have been in a 
downward spiral for years. It prompted Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken to abruptly cancel a high-
stakes Beijing trip aimed at easing tensions.

Putin did not threaten 
Germany – Scholz

Chancellor Olaf Scholz has claimed that a “con-
sensus” was reached with Ukrainian President 
Vladimir Zelensky that Kiev will not use West-
ern weapons, including German Leopard tanks, 
to stage attacks on Russian territory. The West, 
however, still considers Crimea and four other new 
Russian regions to be parts of Ukraine.

In an interview with the Bild am Sonntag news-
paper published on Saturday night, Chancellor 
Scholz once again placed all of the blame for the 
conflict on Moscow, arguing that Russia’s “unpro-
voked aggression” justified the collective West’s 
intervention with military aid to protect the “Euro-
pean peace order.”

“Together with our allies, we are giving battle 
tanks to Ukraine so that they can defend them-
selves,” Scholz argued. He added that Berlin “care-
fully weighed every arms shipment, closely coordi-
nating… first and foremost with America.”

Scholz pledged 14 Leopard 2A6 tanks to Ukraine 
from the Bundeswehr’s own stocks last month, 
after the US promised to send some of its own 
M1 Abrams tanks sometime later this year. In the 
interview, the German leader dismissed any con-
cerns about his country’s weaponry once again 
being used against Russian soldiers as “abstruse 
historical comparisons.” 
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From Page 1   The ancient 
city was once a crossroad of 
international trade and diplomacy 
in Iran and now it is a top tourist 
destination for good reasons. It 
is filled with many architectural 
wonders such as unmatched 
Islamic buildings, bazaars, 
museums, Persian gardens, and 
tree-lined boulevards. It’s a city for 
walking, getting lost in its mazing 
bazaars, dozing in beautiful 
gardens, and meeting people.

Isfahan, the capital of a province 
of the same name, is nicknamed 
“Nesf-e-Jahan” which is translated 
into “half the world”, meaning it 
contains fully half of the world’s 
wonders. In its heyday, it was also 
one of the largest cities in the 
region with a population of nearly 

one million. The cool blue tiles of 
Isfahan’s Islamic buildings, and the 
city’s majestic bridges, contrast 
perfectly with the encircling 
hot, dry Iranian countryside. 
Furthermore, the city is renowned 
not only for the abundance of great 
historical bridges but also for its 
‘life-giving river’, the Zayandeh-
Rood, which has long bestowed the 
city an original beauty and fertility.

On its outskirts, modern 
Isfahan is now home to some 
heavy industries, including steel 
factories and a uranium processing 
center, however, its inner core has 
somehow been preserved as a 
priceless gem.  Also, Isfahan is a 
destination for medical tourism 
as it embraces an all-inclusive 
professional healthcare city.

TEHRAN – On the occasion of the 44th 
anniversary of the victory of the Islamic Revolution, 
which is known as Ten-Day Fajr celebrations (this 
year from February 1 to 11), a total of 20 tourism-
related projects are scheduled to come on stream 
in northeastern Khorasan Razavi province, the 
provincial tourism chief has said.

The projects include accommodation centers, 
travel agencies, and tourist complexes, in 
different cities of the province, Seyyed Javad 

Mousavi explained on Sunday.

A budget of five trillion rials ($12.5 million) has 
been allocated to the projects, the official added.

The projects are estimated to generate over 
160 job opportunities upon their inauguration, he 
noted.

The provincial capital of Mashhad attracts 
hundreds of pilgrims each day from various 
Iranian cities, neighboring countries, and even 
across the globe; the raison d’être is the striking 
massive shrine complex of Imam Reza (AS), the 
eighth Shia Imam.

Dozens of five-star hotels and hostels are 
dotted across Mashhad. The city has also the 
highest concentration of water parks in the 
country, and it also embraces a variety of cultural 
and historical sites that are generally crowded. 
The metropolis is also a good place to buy top 
handwoven rugs and carpets, and it’s a staging 
post for travel to Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and 
little-touristic Khorasan regions.

TEHRAN – Iran has the potential to receive 
10 million foreign tourists each year, especially 
from the neighboring countries, a member of the 
Iranian parliament has said.

The preparation of needed infrastructure 
for accepting more travelers from neighboring 
countries can convey a message to the world that 
Iran is a safe and peaceful country, CHTN quoted 
Mohammad Safai as saying on Sunday.

The enemy’s Iranophobia project backfires 
whenever the country plays host to millions of 
travelers. They can introduce a safe and beautiful 
image of Iran to the world, he added.

Last August, tourism minister Ezzatollah 
Zarghami said that Iran recorded about 2.9 million 
foreign tourist arrivals over the past 11 months.

The tourism minister said the rate of tourist 
arrivals, concerning coronavirus restrictions, is 
ahead of some international estimates.

“Designing an Iranophobia project and 
presenting a negative image of Iran in some 
media is one of the obstacles to attracting foreign 
tourists,” Zarghami said.

“We have many relative advantages and 
facilities that none of the countries in the region 
have.”

Long shunned by Western travelers, the Islamic 
Republic has steadily stepped-up efforts to use 
tourism, over the past couple of years, to help 
promote its international image battered by 
endless opposition mostly from the U.S.

Experts believe even before the pandemic, 
Iran’s tourism was already grappling with some 
challenges, on top of those Western “media 
propaganda” aimed at scaring potential travelers 
away from the Islamic Republic. They say Iran 

is still somehow “unknown” to many potential 
travelers due to such a “media war.”

Before the COVID pandemic, Iran’s tourism 
had constantly been growing, reaching more 
than eight million visitors in the Iranian calendar 
year 1398 (started March 21, 2019). That surge, 
however, helped prejudices to become thick and 
thin.

However, Iran’s trump card is that the country 
benefits from a wide variety of travel destinations 
ranging from seacoasts and lush green woods 
to towering mountains and harsh deserts. As 
a wallet-friendly destination with hospitable 
people, Iran has long been a desired destination 
for nature lovers, birdwatchers, powder chasers, 
culture devotees, pilgrims, museum-goers, 
foodies, adventurers, and medical travelers, to 
name a few.

Mass COVID-19 vaccinations, consecutive fam 
tours for foreign tour operators, easing travel 
procedures, and fresh strategies, altogether, 
suggest Iran is determined to experience a 
tourism rebound with a greater reliance on its 
numerous tourist spots of which 26 are UNESCO 
World Heritage, above all, its welcoming people.

TEHRAN – A group of linguists 
and coinage experts has recently 
finished work on 250 Sassanid 
coins being kept in treasure troves 
of cultural heritage museums in 
Kerman province.

The coins, which depict 
various Sassanid monarchs 
including Ardashir I, Shapur I, 
and Bahram I, have been cleaned 
and documented in a project 
supervised by the Research 
Institute for Cultural Heritage 
and Tourism, CHTN reported on 
Saturday.

Coins can help a lot to trace 
missing links of a government, 
dynasty, or culture and beliefs 
of a particular historical period, 
researcher Katayun Fekripur said 

on Saturday.

“They were not only a means 
of exchanging goods but also a 
symbol of the power of those who 
minted them.”

The financial supremacy of the 
Sassanids is reflected in their 
coins, and the first Sassanid 
coin was issued when Ardashir I 
assumed power, she said.

The number of coins of Khosrow 
II and Hormuz IV, respectively, 
include the largest number 
of coins in this collection, and 
for each of the coins, a special 
certificate has been prepared, the 
researcher explained.

The idea of thin flan coins or 
coins with relief on both sides, was 
first introduced by the Sasanian 

dynasty of Iran around 220 CE.

Since thinner materials require 
more force to flow into the 
recessed areas of the die design, 
the depth of relief on such coins 
had to be much shallower than 
with earlier currency in order to 
avoid creating intolerable stresses 
in the dies. Such methods were 
then practiced through Byzantium 
to northern Europe, where the 
emperor Charlemagne minted 
pennies or small silver flan deniers 
that were distinctive to both his 
own and neighboring kingdoms.

Significant achievements of 
Persian civilization were in many 
ways on display in Iran during 
the Sassanian era. According to 
experts, the Sassanid era saw 

a general renaissance in the 
nation’s art and architecture. As 
scholarship was promoted by the 
government and many  works 
from both the East and the West 
were translated into Pahlavi, 
the Sassanian people’s official 
language, crafts like metalwork 
and gem engraving reached a high 
level of sophistication during that 
time.

The Muslim conquest of Persia, 
also known as the Arab conquest 
of Iran, led to the fall of the 
Sasanian Empire of Iran (Persia) 
in ca. 651 and the eventual decline 
of the Zoroastrian religion. The 
rise of Muslims coincided with an 
unprecedented political, social, 
economic, and military weakness 
in Persia.

TEHRAN – Selections of handmade 
rugs, carpets, and tableau rugs woven by 
tribeswomen have been put on show at a local 
exhibition, which is currently underway in 
Zanjan province.

The sales exhibition is aimed to highlight 
nomadic skills passed down from generation 
to generation for millennia, CHTN reported.

Empowering women in local communities 
is chosen as the focal theme of the event 
organized to mark the 44th anniversary of the 
victory of the Islamic Revolution.

Persian carpets are among the world’s most 
intricate and labor-intensive handicrafts, as 
weavers have to spend several months in front 
of a loom, stringing and knotting thousands of 
threads. When the weaving is finally done, the 
carpet is cut, washed, and put out in the sun 
to dry.

Persian carpets have been affected for 
millennia by invaders, politicians, and even 

adversaries. Before the 15th century, when 
art was already reaching its pinnacle, little is 
known about Persian carpet making, as the 
Britannica Encyclopedia notes.

The artistic scene in Persia had been 
negatively impacted by the Mongol invasion 
in the 13th century, and the Il-Khan dynasty’s 
(1256–1333) renaissance only partially 
reversed this. Timur’s conquests were largely 
disastrous for Persia, but he spared artisans 
and allowed them to work on his enormous 
palaces in Samarkand because he valued their 
skills.

The demand for the production of numerous 
carpets with gold and silver threading that 
were eventually exported to Europe increased 
later in the 17th century. While some came 
from Kashan, the majority of the best were 
produced in Isfahan. They resemble European 
Renaissance and Baroque idioms with their 
opulence and high-keyed fresh colors.

Beginning in the early eighth century, both 

nomads and city dwellers continued to create 
carpets using dyes that had been perfected 
over many years, each group continuing an 
authentic tradition. These more basic rugs 
from the “low school” are frequently beautifully 
designed, made of high-quality materials, and 
employ good craftsmanship. However, they 
are not intended for the impatient Western 
market.

TEHRAN – Folios of two 
rare Quran manuscripts are 
on display in an exhibition at 
Tehran’s Malek National Library 
and Museum, to commemorate 
the birthday anniversary of 
Imam Ali (AS), the first Imam of 
Shia Muslims, CHTN reported on 
Sunday.

The folios, which are preserved 
at the Malek museum, feature 

verses of surahs Al-An’am 
and Al-Baqarah in the Kufic 
calligraphy, the report added.

The show will be running for 
two weeks.

The Malek National Library 
and Museum is one of Iran’s 
major centers for rare Persian 
and Arabic manuscripts, which is 
located in the vicinity of Bagh-e 

Melli and is affiliated with the 
Astan-e Qods Razavi Museum 
and Library in Mashhad.

Hossein Aqa Malek (1873-
1973) was the owner of the 
Malek National Museum. The 
museum was once Malek’s 
private mansion. He handed 
it over to the government to 
convert it into a museum

TEHRAN – The northwestern Ardabil province 
holds considerable potential to become a food 
tourism hub of the country, a provincial tourism 
official has said.

Ardabil has 2,500 traditional dishes and more 
than 100 types of beverages, but only about 800 
of these items have been included in cookbooks 
and related research articles, and only about 20 
to 30 of these are familiar to people, Ravanbakhsh 
Nayeb Pashai explained on Sunday.

There is a lot of value in the local food that is 
cooked in Ardabil province, but food tourism is not 
recognized as a new branch in the province yet, he 
added.

However, the tourism ministry has been 
working on preparing an atlas for food tourism in 
the province for the past few years, he noted.

Food tourism in Ardabil province can be 
developed through tours under the title of 
participation in traditional food education and 
cooking classes can be held in these tours to 
boost gastronomy, he mentioned.

Using this method, tourists can participate 
in the preparation and purchase of organic food 
ingredients in rural houses, and with this, the 
province can define its new goal and destination 

for tourism, he stated.

Iran is the paradise of foodies. Every province 
and even every city of Iran has its specific 
delectable dishes. So, one can enjoy a wide range 
of foods here in Iran and Kermanshah is one of the 
most popular places among foodies.

The cornerstone of every Persian meal is rice or 
Polo. Persian cuisine is, above all, about balance — 
of tastes and flavors, textures and temperatures. 
In every meal, even on every plate, you’ll find both 
sweet and sour, soft and crunchy, cooked and raw, 
hot and cold.

No Persian meal is complete without an 

abundance of herbs. Every table is set with sabzi-
khordan, a basket of fresh herbs, radishes, and 
scallions, which are eaten raw and by the handful, 
often tucked into a piece of fresh flatbread with a 
bite of feta, cucumber or walnuts.

Experts believe that food tourism has become 
one of the most dynamic and creative segments 
of tourism and, at the same time, has naturally 
positioned itself as an element of diversification 
of tourism with a high impact on the promotion 
of sustainable development at the regional and 
local levels.

In 2020, Iran joined an online campaign 
launched by the UNWTO to promote gastronomy 
as an essential part of tourism. Iranian cuisine, 
usually dominated by fragrant herbs, varies 
from region to region. It principally accentuates 
freshness, deliciousness, and colorfulness.

Sprawling on a high, windswept plateau, Ardabil 
is well-known for having lush natural beauties, 
hospitable people, and its silk and carpet trade 
tradition.

Ardabil is very cold in winter and mild in 
summer, attracting thousands every year. The 
capital city of Ardabil is usually recorded as one of 
the coldest cities in the country in winter.

Forgotten in modern 
Isfahan: Darb-e Kushk
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Iran holds potential to receive 10 million 
foreign tourists annually, MP says

Sassanid coins documented in Kerman

Tourism projects to be inaugurated 
in Khorasan Razavi

Tribeswomen showcase their handwoven rugs

Folios of rare Quran manuscripts on view at Tehran exhibit

Ardabil untapped market for culinary tourism, official says

Historic Centre of Mexico City

 and Xochimilco

Founded in the 16th century by the Spanish 
on the ruins of Tenochtitlan, the old Aztec 
capital, Mexico City is now one of the world’s 
largest and most densely populated cities. 

It has five Aztec temples, the ruins of which 
have been identified, a cathedral (the largest on 
the continent) and some fine 19th- and 20th-
century public buildings such as the Palacio de 
las Bellas Artes. 

Xochimilco lies 28 km south of Mexico 
City. With its network of canals and artificial 
islands, it testifies to the efforts of the Aztec 
people to build a habitat amid an unfavourable 
environment. Its characteristic urban and rural 
structures, built since the 16th century and 
during the colonial period; have been preserved 
exceptionally.

They built the capital of New Spain, Mexico 
City, the “city of palaces”, on the ruins of the 
prehispanic city, following a European model 
which was slightly changed by the intervention 
of indigenous artisans and workers, and 
influenced by the canals and rivers that had 

structured the Pre-Hispanic city. Independent 
Mexico maintained its capital in the same 
place and added its stylistic influences to the 
architectonic palimpsest that we are left with 
today.

From the 14th to the 19th century, 
Tenochtitlan, and subsequently, Mexico City, 
exerted a decisive influence on the development 
of architecture, the monumental arts and the 
use of space first in the Aztec Empire and later 
in New Spain. The monumental complex of the 
Templo Mayor (Main Temple) bears exceptional 
witness to the cults of an extinct civilization, 
whereas the cathedral and the Palace of Fine 
Arts are examples of colonial and late 19th-
century architecture. 

UNESCO sites at a glance



From page 1   Countries are di-
vided into five categories for cancer 
incidence, and Iran is at the average 
level in this regard, he noted.

World Cancer Day

World Cancer Day held every 4 
February is the global uniting initia-
tive led by the Union for Internation-
al Cancer Control (UICC). 

By raising worldwide awareness, 
improving education, and catalyz-
ing personal, collective, and gov-
ernment action, the initiative aims 
to encourage people work together 
to reimagine a world where millions 
of preventable cancer deaths are 
saved and access to life-saving can-
cer treatment and care is equitable 
for all - no matter who they or where 
they live.

Created in 2000, World Cancer 
Day has grown into a positive move-
ment for everyone, everywhere to 
unite under one voice to face one of 
the greatest challenges in history.

Each year, hundreds of activi-
ties and events take place around 
the world, gathering communi-
ties, organizations, and individuals 
in schools, businesses, hospitals, 
marketplaces, parks, community 
halls, and places of worship - in the 
streets and online - acting as a pow-
erful reminder that we all have a role 
to play in reducing the global impact 
of cancer.

While we live in a time of awe-in-
spiring advancements in cancer pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment, 
many of us who seek cancer care hit 
barriers at every turn. 

Income, education, geographical 
location, and discrimination based 
on ethnicity, gender, sexual orien-
tation, age, disability, and lifestyle 
are just a few of the factors that can 
negatively affect care.

So, this year’s World Cancer Day’s 
theme, “Close the Care Gap”, is all 
about celebrating progress in its 
many forms that enable more peo-
ple to seek and receive the care they 
need and deserve. It is about provid-

ing the momentum to fuel our fight 
for fairness.

CAR T-cell therapy

In November 2022, the first phase 
of a national project aiming to take 
advantage of gene therapy for the 
treatment of children with cancer, 
known as “CAR T-cell therapy”, came 
on stream.

The project was inaugurated in 
the presence of Ruhollah Dehghani 
Firoozabadi, the vice president for 
science and technology, IRNA re-
ported.

Chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) 
T-cell therapy is a way to get im-
mune cells called T cells (a type of 
white blood cell) to fight cancer by 
changing them in the lab so they can 
find and destroy cancer cells.

CAR T-cell therapy has been suc-
cessful on a five-year-old boy suf-
fering from chemotherapy-resis-
tant leukemia.

The project took nearly seven 
years to be implemented, Amir Ali 
Hamidiyeh, head of the gene, cell, 
and tissue research institute of Teh-

ran University of Medical Sciences 
said.

After passing cell studies and 
preclinical studies on animals and 
obtaining a license and code of eth-
ics from Tehran University of Medi-
cal Sciences, a gene therapy product 
was used for a patient for the first 
time in the country, he added.

The method is currently in the 
clinical trial stage and was used on 
a child with leukemia who was re-
sistant to all treatment methods, he 
highlighted.

National cancer control program

With the support of the World 
Health Organization, the national 
cancer control program has been 
developed, which sets out the Min-
istry of Health’s roadmap up to the 
Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 
2025-March 2026).

The purpose of the program is to 
reduce cancer prevalence and mor-
tality while improving the quality of 
patients’ lives, which can serve as a 
model for other countries, especially 
in the Eastern Mediterranean region.

The program includes two im-
portant documents, namely, “devel-
opment of national cancer care net-
work” and “development of cancer 
human resources”, which resulted in 
the establishment of the early diag-
nostic centers.

First ion therapy center in West 
Asia

In July 2021, Iran inaugurated an 
advanced ion therapy center for the 
first time in West Asia, with the aim 
of providing definitive treatment for 
all types of cancer.

Ion therapy is a unique and inno-
vative form of radiation therapy in 
the world for the treatment of can-
cer, as the radiation can be focused 
exactly on the area of the tumor, 
ensuring that radiation-sensitive 
organs are best protected.

Ali Akbar Salehi, head of the 
Atomic Energy Organization, said 
some 200 million Euros have been 
allocated to equip the center.

The center is unique in West Asia 
and is the seventh hospital in the 
world to be built with advanced 
equipment, he added.
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The remainder of the shoreline consists of a 
narrow sandy beach which widens at the north-
east corner to form sand promontory.

There are two main areas of sand dunes 
stretching across the northern and southern 
parts of the island. There are no springs or sur-
face water on the island. 

Rainfall is very low, and the island is subject-
ed to extremely high temperatures during the 
summer month, with temperatures frequently 
exceeding 45C.

Ecological features

The sand dunes are sparsely vegetated with 
a typical sand-dune plant community. The flat 
area across the centre of the island is densely 
clad with arid steppic vegetation dominated by 
Atriplex Sp. which in places forms an impene-
trable shrub layer up to 60 cm in height.

Noteworthy flora

The most vegetation of the central parts of 
the island is including of Seuda vermiculata and 
Atriplex Sp. 

Other species are: Aeluropus lagopoides, 
Cistanche Sp., Cyperus rotundus, Erodium Sp., 
Ephedra litoralis, Heliothropium bacciferum, 
Lycium shawii, Plantago afra, Salvadora persica 
(only shrub in the Island: Local name = Mesvak), 
Senecio Sp., Verbascum orientalis.

Noteworthy fauna

The island supports the largest known 
breeding colony of terns in Iran. The site holds 
an extremely important breeding colony of 
terns including about 20,000-30,000 pairs 
of sterna repressa and 5,000-15,000 pairs of 
S. anaethetus, along with much smaller num-
bers of S. bergii (only 3-6 breeding pairs, but 

up to 100 adults) and S. bengalensis (only 11-18 
breeding pairs, but up to 1,000 adults). 

The site also holds the only known breeding 
colony of Phalacrocorax nigrogularis in Iran, 
with about 50-100 pairs breeding in an area 
of boulders at the southeastern corner of the 
island. 

There is a small colony of Egretta gularis (8-
12 pairs) as well as 3-4 breeding pairs of Buto-
rides striatus. The discovery of Striated Heron 
on Sheedvar in June 1972 constituted the first 
record of this species in Iran. 

Only two species of passerines are resident 
on the island: Galerida cristata and Prinia graci-
lis. Pandion haliaetus has been recorded in June 
1972, and may breed nearby. 

Charadrius mongolus, Arenaria interpres, 
Calidris alba and Larus hemprichii has been re-
corded only in July 1977.

Charadrius alexandrinus has been record-
ed in 1972, 1977 and 1981. The island is a very 
important nesting site for sea turtles, main-
ly Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), with 
smaller numbers of Green Turtles (Chelonia 
mydas) and possibly one other species. 

A small poisonous snake (Viperidae) is abun-
dant and has given rise to the island’s alterna-
tive name “Maru” (Snake Island). A small lizard, 
Scincus conirostris, is also present.

Social and cultural values

The island is uninhabited, although the pres-
ence of a ruined stone building at the southeast 
corner of the island is evidence of some occu-
pation in the past.

Source: Ramsar.org
To be continued

TEHRAN – A support package has been 
prepared for knowledge-based companies 
that are active in the maritime transportation 
sector.

A comprehensive plan in all areas of the 
maritime economy will support and promote 
knowledge-based companies in this area, es-
pecially maritime transportation, IRNA quot-
ed Rouhollah Dehghani, the vice president for 
science and technology, as saying.

The maritime economy is a very large sec-
tor that unfortunately was not paid attention 
to in previous years, he said, adding that large 
economies are formed by the sea all over the 
world, and transportation is one of the most 
prosperous and market-rich economies in the 
world.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei designated the current 
Iranian calendar year, which started on March 
21, 2022, as the year of “Production: Knowl-
edge-Based and Job-Creating.”

Over the past couple of years, the concept 
of ‘knowledge-based company’ has changed 
to ‘knowledge-based society’, meaning that 

supporting knowledge-based companies will 
lead to many social and economic advantages 
for the public.

The Leader reemphasized the importance 
of boosting domestic production, as he had 
done in past years, saying the reason he 
placed so much emphasis on production 
was “because it boosts economic growth, it 
creates employment, it reduces inflation, it 
increases per capita income and it improves 
public welfare.”

To this end, the Vice Presidency for Science 
and Technology has executed and supported 
several projects toward the goal of boosting 
knowledge-based production.

RAMSAR SITES IN IRAN

Support package prepared to boost 
maritime transport

Plan underway to prevent three most 
common cancers among women

ENGLISH IN USE

$4m budget allocated to promote 
non-motorized transport 

A total budget of 170 billion rials (around $4 million) has been 
allocated to promote bike lanes across the capital city of Tehran, 
encouraging the residents to ride bicycles, Sakineh Ashrafi, 
deputy mayor of Tehran for planning, urban development and 
council affairs has said.

One of the main issues taken into consideration through the 
next year’s budget bill, was development of non-motorized 
transportation, which focuses on active transportation 
and human powered transportation including walking and 
bicycling, she explained.

According to Tehran third development plan, biking as a 
green transport has been taken into consideration in order to 
mitigate traffic congestion and air pollution, she further noted, 
ISNA reported on Sunday.

توسعه  برای  میلیاردی   ۱۷ اعتبار  تصویب   
دوچرخه‌سواری همگانی در پایتخت

سکینه اشرفی معاون برنامه‌ریزی، توسعه شهری و امور شورای 
شهردار تهران از تصویب حدود ۱۷۰ میلیارد ریال اعتبار برای 

توسعه دوچرخه‌سواری همگانی در پایتخت خبر داد.
وی اظهار کرد: یکی از موضوعاتی که در بودجه سنواتی سال 
آینده شهرداری تهران به آن توجه شده، موضوع توسعه حمل 
و نقل عمومی غیرموتوری از جمله دوچرخه‌سواری همگانی 

است.
به گزارش روز یکشنبه خبرگزاری ایسنا وی ادامه داد: در برنامه 
سوم توسعه شهر تهران ، موضوع توجه به دوچرخه‌سواری به 
عنوان یک حمل و نقل پاک برای کاهش ترافیک و آلودگی 

هوا مورد توجه و تاکید قرار گرفته است.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Bushehr to designate first wetland of international importance

TEHRAN - Dayyer Nakhilou, one of the import-
ant wetlands in the south of the country, will be 
registered internationally as the first wetland of 
Bushehr province.

The wetland is one of the valuable wetlands of 
the province and the habitat of many kinds of birds 
as well as mangrove forests, and the breeding 
ground of endangered sea turtles and humpback 
dolphins.

Dayyer Nakhilou plays a special role in the lives 
of residents and the local community, ISNA quoted 
Farhad Qolinejad, the head of the provincial depart-
ment of environment, as saying.

Due to the importance of this wetland, neces-
sary steps are being taken to register it in the Ram-
sar Convention, as the first international wetland 
of Bushehr province, he added.

Wetlands are indispensable for the countless 
benefits or “ecosystem services” that they provide 
humanity, ranging from freshwater supply, food 

and building materials, and biodiversity, to flood 
control, groundwater recharge, and climate change 
mitigation.

Yet study after study demonstrates that wet-
land area and quality continue to decline in most 
regions of the world. As a result, the ecosystem 
services that wetlands provide to people are com-
promised.

Managing wetlands is a global challenge and 
the Convention presently counts 172 countries as 
Contracting Parties, which recognizes the value of 
having one international treaty dedicated to a sin-
gle ecosystem. 

The Ramsar Convention uses a broad definition 
of wetlands. This includes all lakes and rivers, un-
derground aquifers, swamps and marshes, wet 
grasslands, peatlands, oases, estuaries, deltas, 
tidal flats, mangroves, and other coastal areas, 
coral reefs, and all human-made sites such as fish 
ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs, and salt pans.

The Convention on Wetlands is an intergovern-
mental treaty that provides the framework for the 
conservation and wise use of wetlands and their 
resources.

It was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 
1971 and came into force in 1975. Since then, almost 
90% of UN member states, from all the world’s 
geographic regions, have acceded to become “Con-
tracting Parties”.

In Iran, 141 wetlands with ecological value with 
an area of over 3 million hectares have been identi-
fied, of which 25 wetlands are designated as wet-
lands of international importance (registered in the 
Ramsar Convention) covering more than 1.4 million 
hectares and four sites are biosphere reserves.

Comprehensive management plan

An official with the Department of Environment 
has said comprehensive management plans have 
been prepared for 44 wetlands in the country.

The unique characteristics of wetlands, includ-
ing groundwater control, climate change adapta-
tion, the livelihood of local communities through 
fishing, livestock grazing and agriculture, natural 
water purification, purification and absorption of 
pollutants, and nature tourism have made sus-
tainable management and protection of wetlands 
essential for humans, ISNA quoted Jaleh Amini as 
saying.

Environmental management based on a com-
prehensive approach is a strategy for the inte-
grated management of land, water, and livelihood 
resources that promotes conservation and sus-
tainable use in a balanced manner.

This approach is the primary framework for ac-
tion under the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
The indigenous approach puts people and their 
type of exploitation of natural resources exactly at 
the center of decision-making.

Healthcare services to quake-stricken Khoy
A group of volunteers, including mental health and family health experts, and midwives, 

are offering services to people in hard-to-reach areas of Khoy county, which was struck by a 
strong earthquake on January 29.
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Frome Page 1   Written based 
on a true story, the film portrays 
mothers longing for their 
children being held captive in Iraq 
at Camp Ashraf, the base of the 
MKO, which has officially been 
designated as a terrorist group.

The film follows Sorayya 
Abdollahi, an Iranian woman who 
travels to Iraq to meet her son 
at the camp. Behind the camp’s 
fence, she finds many other 
mothers who have been unable 
to visit their children.

During her research to turn a 
story about her grandfather into 
a screenplay, Aaj found a photo 
depicting women behind Camp 
Ashraf’s fence searching for their 
sons who were held at the base. 

The photo inspired Aaj to 
change her mind about the 
subject of the film. Putting her 
focus on the women instead 
of her grandfather, she found 
Sorayya Abdollahi and several 
other mothers, whose children 
were taken captive by the MKO, to 
better document the screenplay, 
which was produced at the Owj 
Arts and Media Organization.

“Mother, waiting and children 
are the keywords, which are 
common to all cultures across the 
world,” said Aaj and accordingly, 
added that the film may attract 

people from across the globe.   

Carrying the pictures of their 
sons, Abdollahi and a number of 
the mothers also attended the 
conference.

“As the film shows, I’m the 
mother of Amir Aslan, who was 

kidnapped by the MKO in Turkey in 
2002; my son is still held captive 
by the MKO,” said Abdollahi who 
is portrayed by actress Jaleh 
Sameti.

Abdollahi praised Sameti for 
her performance and said, “This 

film portrays all of our pains; as 
a result of this I feel that I have 
been reborn.” 

“The film is simply perfect. Aaj 
excellently portrayed precisely 
what has happened in reality,” 
she asserted.

Director Leili Aaj and Sorayya Abdollahi, the leading character of her film “General Sorayya”, attend a 
photocall for the drama during the 41st Fajr International Film Festival at Tehran’s Mellat Cineplex on 

February 2, 2023. (ISNA/Morteza Zangeneh)
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Be not like the hypocrite who, when he talks, tells lies; when he 
gives a promise, he breaks it; and when he is trusted, he proves 

dishonest.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:18        Evening: 17:55         Dawn: 5:35 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 7:00  (tomorrow)

Alexander Cruden’s book on Watergate scandal published in Persian
TEHRAN – “Watergate” from Alexander 

Cruden’s series “Perspectives on Modern 
World History” has been published in Persian.

Published by Qoqnus, the 2012 book has 
been translated by Fatemeh Shadab.

This intriguing volume explores the 
historical and cultural events leading up to 
and following the Watergate scandal, from 
the 1972 break-in through Nixon’s resignation. 

The text addresses several issues 
surrounding Watergate, such as controversies 
related to the presidential impeachment, the 
media’s role in both exposing the scandal and 
impacting the aftermath, and problems with 
the idea of presidential privilege. 

Personal narratives from people impacted 
by Watergate, including remembrances by 

Julie Nixon Eisenhower and John Dean, are 
also featured.

“Perspectives on Modern World History” 
provides multiple views of momentous events 
in recent history; each book helps readers 
develop critical thinking skills, increase global 
awareness, and enhance their understanding 
of international perspectives about historic 
events.

“Student Movements of the 1960s”, a 
volume from the series, was published by 
Qoqnus in August 2022.

Cruden has also authored “The End of 
Apartheid” and “The Bosnian Conflict” for the 
series “Perspectives on Modern World History”.

Director says “General Sorayya” warns 
audiences not to fall for MKO charm offensive
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Moscow Museum of Oriental Art opens “Painting of the Heart” exhibition

Always a Soldier

TEHRAN – “Painting of the Heart”, an 
exhibition of paintings and sketches by 
Iranian artist Hassan Ruholamin, opened 
on Friday at the Museum of Oriental Art in 
Moscow, Russia.

Fourteen paintings and 18 sketches, most 
of which have been produced exclusively for 
the exhibition over the past months, are on 
view at the museum.

“We are greatly honored to help organize the 
exhibition of works by the renowned Iranian 
artists and familiarize Russian visitors with 
artistic creations from Iran,” State Museum 
of Oriental Art Director-General Alexander 
Sedov said during the opening ceremony of 
the showcase.

“The works on display at this exhibition 
reflect the high level of contemporary Iranian 
art and culture,” he added.

Sedov said that the museum welcomes any 
plan or suggestions to help sustain similar 
showcases.  

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 
Ruholamin said the main theme of the exhibit 
is the character of Hazrat Fatima (SA), the 
Prophet Muhammad (S), Imam Ali (AS) and 

their children and added, “We believe that 
right and guidance belong to them.”

“As a member of the Iranian art community, 
I want to share my love of this household 
through my works and I hope I would be 
successful in this job,” he noted.    

The opening ceremony was also attended 
by curator Ilya Zaitsev, Iranian Ambassador 

Kazem Jalali and several cultural figures.

Among the works selected for the 
exhibition, there are not only compositions 
imbued with subtle lyricism, with their detail 
and color dating back to the aesthetics of 
traditional Iranian miniatures and the classics 
of Iranian art of the 20th century, but also 
large battle scenes, the museum said in a 
statement for the exhibition, which will run 
until March 26.

Ruholamin skillfully combines in his work 
the achievements of classical European 
painting with Islamic aesthetics, perception 
of the world and its history. In the center of 
the artist’s creative search is the history of 
Islam, and the place of man in the world.

In the canvases of Ruholamin, one can 
see the life of a suffering and loving heart, 
embodying all his tragic and at the same time 
bright religious experiences in his paintings.

For the first time, the exhibition puts on 
view a large-scale painting named “The 
Battle for Water”, dedicated to the events 
of the tragic battle of Karbala in 680, which 
became one of the turning points in Islamic 
history.

An interview with Fateme 
Taghizadeh

Fateme Taghizadeh is a 
master’s student in dramatic 
literature at Qom Radio and 
Television University and has 
been continuously working in the 
field of writing and story writing 
for several years. Her specialty is 
working in the field of Satire.

Her latest work “ Always a 
Soldier”, is the life story of martyr 
Abolfazl Rezaeian, which was 
recently published.

Where did the initial idea for 
the book come from and how did 
you decide to write this book?

The initial idea of writing the 
book was suggested to me by Mr. 
Javad Kamour. 

What are the most 
recognizable traits of Rezaian 
that led you to write his 
biography?

One of the most obvious 
characteristics of him and 
other martyrs of Operational 
intelligence was their oppression 
and anonymity. Maybe their 
lives are similar to the normal 
lives of other people, but it was 
interesting to me that they had 
convinced themselves and their 
families to live away from people 
and in a certain anonymity.

To what extent do you think 
the audience will get to know 
the life of martyr Rezaian by 
reading this book?

In this book, an attempt has 
been made to cover all aspects of 
his life, from birth to martyrdom. 
The adventures, events, and 
special moments he went 
through have been retold as a 
documentary novel.

* What was the research and 
study process like and how long 
did it take?

The interview process started 
in 2011, and in 2017, all the 
interviews were given to me. 
After doing research related to 

the history of events, I started 
writing the book and finished the 
book in 2018.

Who do you think are the main 
readers of this book?

I would like the book to be read 
by two groups in addition to the 
general and regular audience, one 
of them is a group of honorable 
people who have lived through 
the days of the imposed war. As 
the other group, I would like to 
encourage new generations, who 
see those people far away from 
themselves, to read the book and 
see that despite their distance, 
they can relate to them kindly 
and respectfully.

Adab in Arabic Literature
Part 5

Here the influence of Persia is obvious, 
and one can notice an evolution beginning 
with the schools of music first established in 
Hejaz. 

The fame of Washsha (d. 936), for instance, 
rests on his Mowashsha, a treatise on zarf 
(refinement of manners); this book contains 
almost exclusively quotations on the subject 
of each chapter, for instance frankness, 
discretion, clothes, eating, drinking, fruits, 
letters, formulae, inscriptions on rings, 
apples, shoes, and so on.

Anthologies of prose and poetry were 
intended for cultured people who may be 
zorafa but are more often described as odaba. 

For the study of adab as literary education, 
it is useful to consider the writings known as, 
e.g., fahrasa, barnamaj, or sabt, in which the 
books read by the author are listed. 

For instance, an 11th century Andalusian 
adib had to read al-Kamel of Mobarrad (826-
98), Ketab al-adab of Ebn Mo’tazz (861-908), 
and Zahr al-adab of Hosri (d. 1022). 

Faithful to the fundamental principles 
of adab, to instruct without boring, Hosri 
mentions only varied and relatively short 
tracts to be learned by heart and used as 
models or in conversation; his adab is on 
the whole identical with a branch of Jahez’s 
but more strictly defined in its practical and 
didactic purpose. 

The Fehrest lists about two hundred books 
which appear to be novels. Nearly thirty of 
them are translations from Pahlavi, Greek, 
and Indian languages; romances of Kotayyer 
and Azza, Jamil and Botayna, and several 
other pairs of lovers are partly preserved in 
later works, but it is difficult to tell historical 
facts from legendary additions, so that one is 
inclined to doubt the actual existence of such 
characters. 

In any case, these novels are collective 
products, being no more than mere collections 
of traditions and verse.

It is strange that such a mass of literary 
works soon disappeared almost completely 
from libraries and bookshops; most of them 
either were absorbed into great collections 
such as the Arabian Nights or relapsed into 
oral tradition, where they have become part 
of the folklore of various Islamic countries. 

In the first half of the 10th century, Hamza 
Esfahani stated that about seventy books of 
entertainment were very much read in his 
time; a few decades later, Ebn al-Nadim gave 
an even longer list, asserting that asmar and 
khorafat (i.e., a variety of tales and stories) 
were very popular in the Abbasid period. 

Yet this infatuation for narrative literature 
was short-lived; the above collections, 
instead of inspiring good writers to original 
novels, were only mined by later compilers.

By contrast Ebn Hazm’s Tawq al-hamama 
(993-1064) is quite personal. He tells us only 
about his own life, feelings, and experiences, 
and quotes almost exclusively his own 
verse; the people he mentions are not Jamil 
and Botayna, but men and women he knew 
personally. 

Besides this treatise on love, Ebn Hazm 
wrote a number of moral epistles related to 
parenetic adab in which he analyzes his own 
inward experience; such introspection leads 
him to an ethical conception of happiness 
reached by improvement in men’s nature.

Just as Ebn Hazm listed in his Tawq al-
hamama the obstacles against love, so Abu 
Hayyan Tawhidi (d. 1023) had studied, in his 
Resala fi’l-sadaqa wa’l-sadiq, the obstacles to 
friendship and had gone farther, advocating 
social improvement. 

His Moqabasat collects 106 conversations 
on philosophical subjects. Other works of his 
belong more or less to adab, especially his 
Mataleb al-wazirayn, a satirical portrait of the 
two viziers Saheb ibn Abbad and Ebn al-Amid. 

Tawhidi was so fond of Jahez that he devoted 
to him a separate book, unfortunately lost; 
and he followed his example in the Mataleb 
where satire is also introduced into adab.

Jahez himself, who wrote several pieces 
of prose about thieves, beggars, and rogues, 
speaks in the Bayan of mimics (hakia) able, 
he says, not only to copy the mannerism, 
gestures, voice, and habits of speech of 
different ethnic groups, but also to reproduce 
the demeanor and bearing of various types of 
people, the blind for instance. 

This very passage of the Bayan is quoted 
by Abu’l-Motahhar Azdi in the introduction to 
his Hekaya in order to justify the creation of a 
new literary genre in which a single character 
typifying the mentality of the people of 
Baghdad would be put on the stage. 

The hero of that Hekaya (imitation, 
representation) is a vagrant who entertains 
the bourgeoisie of the capital and reels off 
jokes and sarcastic remarks in doubtful taste. 

The reference to Jahez makes it easy to 
understand the meaning that Abu’l-Motahhar 
wanted to give to his Hekaya, namely a 
realistic presentation of the manners of 
Baghdad, a fiction taken form real life. 

In attempting to produce a type, Abu’l-
Motahhar advances beyond Jahez, but the 
Hekaya does not seem to have been imitated. 

Since the dates of its author remain 
unknown, this text’s links with the maqama 
are not clear. But it is not unlikely that he 
was a contemporary of Hamadani (d. 1008), 
whose Maqamat form a masterpiece of Arabic 
literature entering within the scope of adab. 

These texts enjoyed great success in the 
world of Islam, and were imitated in several 
languages. Unfortunately, their original 
framework was used by many writers for 
different purposes ranging from literary 
criticism (for instance Ebn Sharaf) to 
lexicography (Hariri) and exercises of style in 
rhymed prose. 

Rhymed prose is one of the main features 
of the maqama which spread everywhere 
during the 10th century, penetrated many 
fields of literature, and became particularly 
honored in official correspondence. 

Thus the kottab, the actual holders of 
culture and the practices of literature, played 
a more and more important part in addition 
to their natural role in compiling technical 
treatises and huge encyclopedias. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.

Art lovers visit an exhibition of paintings and 
sketches by Iranian artist Hassan Ruholamin 

at the Museum of Oriental Art in Moscow, 
Russia, on February 3, 2023.

Front cover of the Persian edition of Alexander 
Cruden’s book “Watergate”.
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