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Report

Report

Iran monitoring 
Herve Renard as 
Team Melli coach

TEHRAN - Iran have officially started look-
ing for a new head coach for the national 
team and one of their candidates is Herve 
Renard, Iran Football Federation spokesper-
son Amirmehdi Alavi said.

Team Melli were eliminated from the 2022 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar under tutelage of 
Carlos Queiroz.

Initial reports suggested that the federa-
tion is going to find an Iranian coach but Alavi 
said that the French coach is also among the 
candidates.

“As you know, Renard is under contract 
with Saudi Arabia football team but he will be 
shortlisted for Iran if he terminates his deal 
with them,” Alavi said.

Alavi also confirmed that Iran football 
team will host Iraq and Russia in Tehran in 
late March.

Wikileaks: Leaks of US 
secret documents that 
shook the world

By Sara Atta
TEHRAN – On February 18, 2010, WikiLeaks 

published a leaked diplomatic cable provided by 
Chelsea Manning who provided the website with 
hundreds of thousands of classified documents 
in what was believed to be the largest unauthor-
ized release of state secrets in US history.

Since it launched in 2006, Wikileaks has be-
come renowned for publishing thousands of 
classified documents covering everything from 
the film industry to national security and wars.

WikiLeaks was already established as an 
online outlet for posting secret documents 
from anonymous leakers well before its 
massive disclosure of U.S. government and 
military information in 2010. 

To its supporters, the WikiLeaks disclo-
sures have revealed a wealth of important 
information that the U.S. government want-
ed to keep hidden, particularly in the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  Page 5

Tehran says 
resistance will soon 
bring ill-wishers to 
their knees

TEHRAN- Nasser Kanaani, the spokes-
person for the Iranian Foreign Ministry, has 
sternly condemned French President Emma-
nuel Macron for meeting with Masih Alinejad, 
an Iranian dissident who defends economic 
sanctions against Iranians and even pushes 
for military action against the Islamic Re-
public.

The brief encounter took place on the 
sidelines of the Munich Security Conference 
(MSC).  Page 2

Israeli-linked 
tanker attacked in 
Arabian Sea 

At least one Iranian drone targeted an Is-
raeli-linked commercial tanker in the Arabian 
Sea on Feb. 10, a U.S. military official familiar 
with the incident confirmed to Al-Monitor on 
Friday.

The official said the U.S. believes Iran was 
behind the attack due to the drone’s point of 
origin and tracking data, but did not specify 
where the device was launched from or what 
type of drone was used. 

The incident was reported to have target-
ed the Liberia-flagged Campo Square, which 
is owned by Israeli billionaire Eyal Ofer.

Ney virtuoso Hassan 
Nahid dies at 79

TEHRAN – Accomplished Iranian ney player 
Hassan Nahid died at his home as a result of 
complications related to old age. He was 79.

Nahid began performing the ney, a kind 
of flute made of reed that is often used in 
traditional Iranian music, from childhood when 
he was 10.

He developed his professional skills in 
courses on Iranian music with masters such as 
tombak virtuoso Hossein Tehrani and ney player 
Hassan Kasai.

Learning from such big names led Nahid 
to perform in top ensembles and orchestras 
working with famous vocalists, including 
Hossein Qavami, Abdolvahab Shahidi and 
Mohammadreza Shajarian.

He also performed with violinist Asadollah 
Malek, santur player Manuchehr Jahanbaglu 
and several other top musicians in memorable 
concerts.  Page 8

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei on Sat-
urday criticized the Muslim nations’ lack of 
response to the “savage, cruel, and vicious” 
Israeli onslaught against Palestinians while 
reiterating Iran’s open support for the Pales-
tinian people.

Ayatollah Khamenei made the remarks in 
a meeting with a number of Iranian officials 
and diplomats from Islamic nations on the 
occasion of Eid al-Maba’th, the day when 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) was raised to 
prophethood.

On the occasion of Eid al-Mab’ath, Ayatol-

lah Khamenei extended congratulations to 
the Iranian people, the Islamic Ummah, and 
all followers of the truth across the world.

The Leader outlined the benefits of this ap-
pointment and saw the Bitha of the Holy Proph-
et (PBUH) as God’s greatest and most priceless 
gift and grace to humanity.  Page 2

From Inside
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National Orchestra dedicates Fajr performance to quake victims 
Iran’s National Orchestra performs a concert during the 38th Fajr Music Festival at 
Vahdat Hall in Tehran, February 17, 2023.

The orchestra conducted by Homayun Rahimian dedicated its performance to quake 
victims in Iran, Turkey and Syria.

Bands from Portugal, Russia, Hungary, India, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Armenia and Ser-
bia have also been invited to perform during the event, which will run until February 22.

Blood donation in Iran 
nearly twice Eastern 
Mediterranean average

TEHRAN - The average blood donation rate 
in Eastern Mediterranean member countries 
is 14.4 per thousand population, while the 
rate in Iran is around 25 per thousand, Mo-
stafa Jamali, CEO of the Blood Transfusion 
Organization, has said.

The Iranian Blood Transfusion Organiza-
tion was established about 50 years ago. 
Since then, it has made significant progress 
in all aspects, one of the most important of 
which is the 100 percent voluntary blood do-
nation index every year, he added. 

Jamali made the remarks at the first meet-
ing of the blood transfusion organization of 
G5 countries, namely Iran, Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and Pakistan plus the World Health Organi-
zation, which was held in Tehran on February 
14-15.

Blood transfusion achievements
According to the reports provided by the 

World Health Organization,  Page 7

Tehran Papers

In the following column, we take a 
look at some important contents 
and views in Thursday’s Iranian 
newspapers. 

BRI is a trans-eco-
nomic plan for Iran

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is 

not just an economic plan but it has 

trans-economic nature, the Quds news-

paper writes.  Page 2

Rising number of 
Americans say 
media ‘misinform’ 

By Ali Karbalaei

A new survey reveals half of Americans say 
their national news organizations “mislead 
and misinform them”.

The joint study published by the Knight 
Foundation and Gallup has also revealed that 
half of Americans believe that major U.S. news 
organizations are trying to persuade the public 
to “adopt a particular point of view” with the 
bias coverage of their reporting.

As little as 26% of Americans “have a fa-
vorable opinion” of their news media.

The survey goes beyond other research 
that also showed a low level of trust in the 
U.S. media, but this poll stretches to a new 
level where half of the American population 
believes there is a deliberate intention to de-
ceive public opinion.

This is the lowest confidence level ever. 
Five years ago, surveys also showed a low 
level of trust in the media.  Page 5  k
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Xi and Raisi Seek Actual 
Lifting of Sanctions   Page 3

TEHRAN – The value of Iran’s export to the Eu-
ropean Union (EU)’s member states rose 15 per-
cent in 2022, as compared to the previous year, 
according to the data released by the European 
Union’s statistics office Eurostat.

The Eurostat’s data show that Iran exported 
commodities worth €1.055 billion to the union in 

2022, while the figure was €922 million in 2021, 
IRNA reported.

The EU’s export to Iran also rose seven percent 
to €4.183 billion from €3.931 billion.

According to the Eurostat, the total value of 
trade between Iran and the European Union 

reached €5.238 billion in January-December 2022, 
while the figure was €3.931 billion in 2021.

Among European countries, Germany was Iran’s 
top trading partner in 2022, accounting for about 
35 percent of Iran’s trade with the European Union. 
Germany exported €1.582 billion worth of goods to 
Iran while importing €278 million  Page 4

Iran’s exports to EU rise 15% in 2022

TEHRAN – The number of Iranian passen-
gers visiting Russia is on the rise, a Russian 
tourism expert has said.  

After Turkey and India, Iran is [currently] the 
third tourism source for Russia as a greater 
number of its nationals choose the country 
as their travel destination, ISNA quoted Yulia 
Syundyukova as saying on Sunday. 

We see a lot of potential in Iran. A statistical 

comparison between 2021 and 2022 shows 
that in 2021, the number of Iranian tourists 
in Russia was not high, but in 2022, it reached 
about 20,500. This number is significant, said 
Syundyukova, who presides over a Moscow 
department for interaction with the foreign 
tourism industry. 

Moreover, the overall duration of Iranian 
travels to Russia has increased from an aver-

age of three or four days in 2021 to ten days 
in 2022, Syundyukova said. 

Talking about a previously-inked vi-
sa-waiver agreement between Tehran and 
Moscow, Syundyukova said: “We are con-
stantly trying to talk to our colleagues in this 
regard and we will do our best to implement 
this agreement as soon as possible.”   Page 6

Iran arrivals in Russia are on the rise

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O M

Open support for Palestine is 
main cause of Iranophobia: Leader



from page 1   The greatest trea-
sure of the Bitha is monotheism and 
freedom from serving idols since 
every conflict, crime, and act of 
evil that has ever existed in human 
history has its roots in worshiping 
idols.

The Leader said that the Islamic 
Ummah may find happiness in this 
world and the hereafter by using 
the enormous, unending wealth of 
the Prophet’s Bitha as a cure for all 
maladies.

Ayatollah Khamenei went on to 
say that “the evil Zionist regime 
would not have been able to perpe-
trate atrocities and crimes against 
the oppressed Palestinians in this 
way in front of the Islamic Ummah 
if Islamic nations had adhered to 
the Bitha’s teachings. The Iranian 
people and the Islamic Republic will 
undoubtedly continue to carry out 
their obligations in this regard.”

Describing the treasures of the 
Bitha, he also cited verses from the 
Holy Quran and stressed the need of 
“perseverance” as the key to attain-
ing any objective. 

One of the additional special gifts 
that God has bestowed on humanity 
through the blessings of the Proph-
ets’ Bitha is the ability to “maintain 
justice,” the Leader remarked.

Ayatollah Khamenei viewed the 
members of society’s compassion, 
kindness, purity, and honesty as 
yet another priceless gift from the 
Bitha of God’s last messenger.

The Palestinian issue is regard-
ed as one of the major flaws and 
wounds of the Islamic nation, ac-
cording to Ayatollah Khamenei. 

“In front of the Islamic world, a 

people and a nation have been sub-
jected to unrelenting tyranny by a 
vile, terrible regime. Islamic nations 

are idly letting this happen despite 
their immense riches, power, and 
ability. More recently, several of 
these nations have even accompa-
nied this ruthless regime,” Ayatollah 
Khamenei lamented. 

The Leader noted that these 
states have withered as a result of 

their complicity with the Israeli re-
gime and their decision to remain 
silent in the face of the Zionist re-
gime’s crimes.

“The situation has now reached 
the point where the U.S., France, and 
a number of other governments feel 
justified in interfering in the affairs 
of the Islamic world under the guise 
of assisting Muslims in solving their 
issues,” the Leader said, adding, “Al-
though they themselves are pow-
erless to address and control the 
issues in their own countries.”

Referring to the Islamic Repub-
lic’s explicit and open views in fa-
vor of the oppressed Palestinians, 
he said, “The Islamic system does 
not care what others say, and while 
publicly supporting and protecting 
the Palestinian nation, it will contin-
ue to help them in whatever manner 

it can.”

The adversaries are concentrat-
ing on fostering anti-Iran sentiment 
as the Islamic Republic is unwaver-
ing in supporting Palestinians, the 
Leader emphasized. 

“Unfortunately, the governments 
that are duty bound to help the 
Palestinian nation agree with the 
Iranophobic acts of the enemies of 
Islam,” the Leader regretted.

He added, “The Islamic nation 
must monitor and concentrate on 
dealing with political issues such 
as what is occurring in Palestine as 
well as the U.S.’s meddling efforts.”

In his closing remarks, Ayatollah 
Khamenei conveyed sorrow and an-
guish over the recent earthquakes 
in Turkey and Syria, which left a 
sizable number of people dead and 
wounded.

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian on Thursday categorically 
dismissed U.S. claims about the presence of 
an al-Qaeda leader in Iran, saying linking the 
terrorist group to the Islamic Republic is “pa-
tently absurd”.

Writing on his Twitter account, Amir Ab-
dollahian advised the U.S. to stop Iranopho-
bia campaign and stop giving “false address” 
about al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups.

The chief diplomat blamed the U.S. for help-
ing to create al-Qaeda and Daesh, which its 
savagery in Syria and Iraq shocked the world.

“I advise White House to stop the failed 
Iranophobia game. Linking Al-Qaeda to Iran is 
patently absurd and baseless. Those who cre-
ated Al-Qaeda and DAESH must be held ac-
countable for spreading terrorism worldwide. 
Don’t give false address!” Amir Abdollahian 
tweeted after State Department spokesman 
Ned Price on Wednesday claimed that Seif al-

Adel, the new leader of al-Qaeda, was based 
in Iran.

Speaking at press briefing, Price accused 
Iran of “offering safe haven to al-Qaeda,” and 
providing “support for terrorism.”

Price failed to provide any evidence to sub-
stantiate the claim.

Contrary to what the State Department 
spokesman claimed, Iran has proven the 
strongest force against terrorist groups. 
Iran’s fight against Daesh in Iraq and Syria is a 
concrete example.

Iran’s Permanent Mission to the United Na-
tions in New York also rejected Price’s claim, 
saying the propagation of such misinforma-
tion could potentially hinder efforts to com-
bat terrorism.

“The global network of al-Qaeda was dis-
mantled after the death of Osama bin Laden 
and the organization is no longer in existence 
but its extremist ideology still persists. The 

emergence of ISIS (Daesh) has taken the place 
of al-Qaeda and has given rise to a new form 
of terrorism,” the mission tweeted, referring 
to the terrorist group’s founder who was 
killed in 2011.

“It is worth noting that the address for the 
so-called newly appointed al-Qaeda leader is 
incorrect. This misinformation could poten-
tially hinder efforts to combat terrorism,” it 
added, according to Press TV.

TEHRAN- The Syrian premier has extended his 
thanks to Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution, as well as the Iranian 
government and people for their sympathy for 
the victims of the devastating earthquake in 
Syria and their humanitarian relief supplies.

Hussein Arnous expressed appreciation 
during a meeting with chief of the Iranian Red 
Crescent Society (IRCS), Pirhossein Kolivand, on 
Friday in the Syrian capital of Damascus. 

He also noted that the IRCS had demonstrat-
ed its commitment to helping victims of acci-
dents and disasters in any circumstance.

Addressing Kolivand, the premier said, “We 
are happy that the Red Crescent of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran has gained a good standing 
in the world in recent times, and we hope to 
be able to use the experiences of the IRCS. You 
proved that the Red Crescent is supportive and 
helpful in any situation.”

The Syrian prime minister underlined that 
“it is a difficult situation and we are very happy 
that the Iranian Red Crescent Society is with us.”

“We thank the leadership, government, and 

people of the Islamic Republic of Iran for helping 
us in this difficult situation and we are grateful 
to you. We hope that the international commu-
nity will also come to its senses and remove the 
sanctions against Iran and Syria because sanc-
tions are also earthquakes that affect a coun-
try,” he added. 

Arnous stated that the Iranian people and 
government have always stood beside Syria, 
adding, “We welcome bilateral collaboration in 
numerous spheres since the two nations share 
a brotherly connection.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

from page 1   Kanaani called 
the anti-revolution elements, 
who had lately or in late Novem-
ber met with Macron, as “undig-
nified clowns”.

Germany did not invite Iran to 
the annual Munich Security Con-
ference, which began on Friday. 
Instead, three notorious ele-
ments, including Masih Alinejad, 
were invited to take part in the 
conference and meet with inter-
national dignitaries. 

Writing on his Twitter account 
on Saturday, Kanaani said ar-
ranging such gatherings demon-
strates ignorance toward the 
uninterrupted support for the 
“country, Revolution and Leader-
ship” by the Iranians over the past 
four decades. 

“Those who ignore 44 years of 
unparalleled presence of the vast 
majority of Iranians in support 
of their country, Revolution and 
leadership and invite a number of 
identity-less clowns (to the MSC) 
neither believe in democracy nor 
do they know the Revolution and 

people of Iran,” he added. 

In his Persian tweet, Kanaani 
vowed that “the greatness, re-
sistance, and might of the Iranian 
nation will soon bring you to your 
knees.”

Hannah Neumann, a German 
MP in the Strasbourg-based Eu-
ropean Parliament, said it is sig-
nificant that for the first time Iran 
is not represented by its foreign 
minister at the MSC.

Neumann was to join anti-Iran 
U.S. Senator Robert Menendez; 
Masih Alinejad; another notorious 
dissident Nazanin Boniadi; and 
Reza Pahlavi, son of the former 

Iranian dictator Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, in a panel discussion at 
the conference on Saturday.

Iran alerts neighbors of ne-
farious American policies

Kanaani also issued a warning 
on Thursday to the regional Per-
sian Gulf states over Washing-
ton’s alarmingly ill-intentioned 
and polarizing actions toward the 
nations in the region and their 
ties.

The spokesman made the re-
marks in reaction to a joint state-
ment by the United States and the 
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC)in which they accused Iran 
of leading “destabilizing policies,” 
“supporting terrorism,” “weapons 
proliferation...in the region and 
around the world,” and “nuclear 
provocations.”

Kanaani categorically denied 
the claims, calling them “of-
ten-repeated and “tedious.”

The anti-Iran statement was 
issued by American and GCC offi-
cials during a meeting of the so-

called “Working Group on Iran” 
at the council’s headquarters in 
Riyadh on Wednesday.

He saw such utterances as 
part of the American regime’s 
long-standing aim of fostering 
division among regional states.

The official went on to list oth-
er instances of the United States’ 
“destructive” and “intervention-
ist” tactics in the region, which 
have undermined regional stabili-
ty and security.

The spokesperson listed Wash-
ington’s sales of weapons worth 
billions of dollars to the neigh-
boring countries, its “support for 
Takfiri terrorism,” its “continued 
full-throated backing of the Zi-
onist regime’s against the op-
pressed Palestinian people,” and 
its involvement in the protracted, 
bloody conflict against the Yeme-
ni nation.

He went on to say that the Is-
lamic Republic supports regional 
diplomacy and works to find po-
litical solutions to regional con-
flicts.
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Syrian PM praises Leader, Iranian 
government for quake aid

Tehran says resistance will soon bring ill-wishers to their knees

Tehran says linking al-Qaeda to Iran is ‘patently absurd’

TEHRAN PAPERS

from page 1   Iran’s participation in the 
initiative is not only a step towards reducing 
the economic sanctions pressure but also an 
effective strategy to neutralize the non-eco-
nomic goals of the sanctions.

In recent years, the United States wanted 
to ignore Iran’s geopolitical advantages and 
opposed the passage of any corridor through 
Iran. 

Iran’s participation in the BRI project can 
defeat the U.S. plot to exclude Iran from inter-
national routes.

Arman-e- Melli: Market reacts correctly
In an article in Arman-e-Melli, university 

professor Ali Bigdeli writes: The visit of the 
Iranian president to China was just a political 
showoff, and it will not have economic out-
comes. The reality is that we are not in good 
conditions economically.

So, it is not possible to continue such a situ-
ation, and economic discontent will increase in 
the country, and Iran’s problems in the inter-
national arena will also increase. With a man-
aged trip, like Mr. Raisi’s visit to China, which, 
of course, will not result in tangible economic 
results, Iran tries to solve its domestic prob-
lems and to show its importance to foreign 
powers. 

The reality is that if China was interested to 
invest in Iran, the price of foreign currencies 
should fall because the market reacts cor-
rectly in such situations.

Now that the price of foreign currencies is 
increasing, it can be concluded that the trip 
will not achieve any results and is only a po-
litical maneuver.

Aftab-e- Yazd: Deepening strategic rela-
tions between the two civilizations 

Aftab-e- Yazd writes: Ebrahim Raisi trav-
eled to China on Monday (Feb. 13). During the 
trip, he called for deepening strategic rela-
tions between the two countries.

The truth is that China, which is on the verge 
of becoming an economic, and political super-
power in the world, capitalizes on its political 
and diplomatic relations only when it receives 
tens of times of profit. At the political level, 
we noticed the joint statement during Xi Jin-
ping’s recent trip to the Arab countries of the 
Persian Gulf. At the same time, the statistics 
on China’s economic relations with Iran shows 
that China has significantly reduced its in-
vestments in Iran over one-and-half years. 
Above all, international observers believe that 
the president’s visit to Beijing can provide the 
basis for deepening relations between Tehran 
and Beijing, but public opinion expects that 
the deepening of relations will develop based 
on national interests and real achievements in 
a way that is tangible for society.

IRAN: An inevitable path in BRI
The IRAN newspaper writes: The “Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI) was presented by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in 2013.

The BRI, which needs reliable partners along 
the way to ensure its westward movement, 
will have difficulty without Iran’s cooperation. 

Iran’s participation in the BRI project will 
strengthen its position. Moreover, the East-
West and North-South transit routes from 
Iran will turn Iran’s security an important is-
sue in regional equations.

Javan: Tehran-Beijing, complementary re-
lations

Pointing to Tehran-Beijing relations, the Ja-
van newspaper writes: China seeks to develop 
safe commercial and economic relations with 
countries and often does not seek to interfere 
in the internal affairs of other countries. This 
is one of the advantages of China’s foreign 
policy. On the other hand, China is an emerg-
ing power whose dependence on energy is 
very high, and Iran is one of the main suppliers 
of energy. This “economic complementarity” 
is a logical reason for the development and 
deepening of Tehran-Beijing trade relations. 
The President’s visit to China took place while 
the Westerners were trying to put pressure on 
Iran by turning the nuclear talks into an ero-
sive process and undermine it, but deepening 
relations with China will invalidate the West’s 
calculations. 

The domineering system had tried to pres-
ent Iran as the loser of the “Look to the East” 
approach by highlighting the economic re-
lations of Arab and Western countries with 
China, but what angered the West is a shift in 
governance from the West to the East and the 
establishment of a new world order.

Resalat: Big step of the 13th government 
to create more convergence

Abbas Moqtadaei, the vice chairman of the 
National Security and Foreign Policy Com-
mittee of the Parliament, in an interview with 
Resalat, said: The results of the meeting be-
tween the presidents of Iran and China will not 
be limited to the two countries, and even the 
Asian region; rather it will influence the whole 
world. 

He added: Now the shift of power, especial-
ly in economic field, is moving fast from the 
West to the East. Referring to Iran’s member-
ship in the Shanghai Organization, and Teh-
ran’s all-out relations with Moscow and New 
Delhi, Moqtadaei said: “There is no doubt that 
the results of these cooperation are in favor of 
international peace and security. It seems that 
China’s action in inviting the Iranian president 
was to greenlight more cooperation. Now it is 
obvious that Europe is repentant as it failed to 
fulfill its agreements with Iran.

At the same time, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran can quickly make the sanctions more in-
effective by having a greater presence in Asia.

BRI is a trans-economic plan for Iran
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in Thursday’s Iranian newspapers.

Ayatollah Khamenei says Islamic Republic will continue to back Palestinians in whatever way possible 

Iran criticizes French president for meeting anti-revolution elements

Leader criticizes 
the Muslim nations’ 

passiveness in face of 
Israel’s “savage, cruel, 

and vicious” acts against 
Palestinians 

Open support for Palestine is main 
cause of Iranophobia: Leader



TEHRAN - In a joint statement 
on Thursday, President Xi 
Jinping of China and his Iranian 
counterpart Ebrahim Raisi 
called for a full and effective 
implementation of the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal – JCPOA - by 
all sides and lifting of all U.S. 
sanctions on Iran in a verifiable 
manner.

Raisi and Xi insisted that 
Washington’s unilateral pullout 
from the JCPOA is the root 
cause of the current stalemate 
in the negotiations to revive the 
landmark agreement.

In their joint statement which 
was issued at the end of Raisi’s 
three-day state visit to Beijing, 
the two presidents stressed 
the importance of lifting 
sanctions and ensuring Iran’s 
economic benefits as important 
components of the JCPOA.

“All relevant sanctions must 
be lifted in a verifiable manner 
to facilitate the full and effective 
implementation of the JCPOA,” 
the two presidents insisted.

The two presidents also voiced 
their strong objection to efforts 
by some countries to politicize 
the work of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
in the implementation of the 
nuclear Safeguard Agreement.

The negotiations to 
resurrect the JCPOA have been 
stalemated since August 2022 
as Washington refuses to lift all 
the sanctions that were imposed 
on Iran by the Donald Trump 
administration.

Also, the Iranian and Chinese 
presidents fully discussed 
cooperation in all areas as well 
as regional and international 
developments and reached 
broad agreements, including 
accelerating the implementation 
of a strategic 25-year 
partnership agreement between 
the two countries.

Iran and China signed the 
landmark comprehensive 
strategic partnership agreement 
in March 2021 in defiance of 
unilateral sanctions against the 
two countries by Washington.

The deal officially documents 
the Sino-Iranian Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership that had 
been announced during a visit by 
President Xi to Tehran in 2016.

Elsewhere in their statement, 
Raisi and Xi reiterated their firm 
support for the establishment 
of a Middle East free of nuclear 
weapons and other weapons of 
mass destruction.

They highlighted the role of 
the NPT Review Conference in 
forcing Israel to join the treaty 
and placing all its nuclear 
facilities under the IAEA 
supervision.

The two sides emphasized 
the importance of disarmament 
and non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons for improving 
international peace and 
reiterated their respect for 
the inalienable rights of all 
NPT signatories to develop 
nuclear technology for peaceful 
purposes.

Iranian and Chinese 
presidents strongly back two 
countries’ territorial integrity

The Iranian and Chinese 
presidents also expressed 

their strong support for issues 
related to the two countries’ 
basic interests, protection 
of national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.

According to the statement, 
the Chinese side strongly 
opposes interference of 
foreigners in Iran’s internal 
affairs and efforts to undermine 
the country’s stability and 
security and supports Iran’s 
increasing role in regional and 
international issues.

The Iranian side also continues 
its commitment to the One China 
policy, it added.

They also agreed to accelerate 
the implementation of the 25-
year comprehensive cooperation 
plan and further development 
of cooperation in areas of trade, 
agriculture, industry, renewable 
energy and infrastructure.

According to the statement, 
the Chinese president also 
accepted an invitation from his 
Iranian counterpart to pay a visit 
to Tehran.

Raisi says Beijing welcomes 
Iran’s bid to join BRICS

Speaking to reporters in 
Tehran on Thursday after 
concluding his trip to China, Raisi 
said China welcomes Iran’s bid to 
join BRICS.

BRICS includes Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa. 
Their economies account for 
more than 40% of the global 
population and nearly a quarter 
of the world’s gross domestic 
product.

Raisi predicted that an Iranian 
membership in in the economic 
bloc will be promising.

“There was a discussion about 
Iran’s membership in BRICS, and 
we saw China’s desire for this 
membership,” he said.

“We have an effective role in 
the field of security in the region 
and across the world and we 

should play an effective role in 
the economy and trade as well,” 
the president maintained.

President describes trip to 
China ‘very fruitful’

Raisi also called his visit 
to China “very fruitful and 
successful” and expressed hope 
that cooperation between Iran 
and China would improve further 
in various fields, particularly in 
trade and economy.

Tehran and Beijing are firm 
to strengthen cooperation in 
the fields of trade, economy, 
energy, science and technology, 
and signed 20 documents and 
memoranda of understanding 
in this regard, the president 
remarked.

He noted that the two 
countries’ ministers held 
good discussions in areas of 
energy, industry, trade, and 
road construction, and urban 
development and agreed to 
expand relations in such fields 
based on transfer of technology.

During the visit, Iran offered 
some $40 billion worth of 
investment projects in its oil 
and gas industries to China, an 
Iranian Oil Ministry official said.

Ahmad Assadzadeh, the deputy 
oil minister for international and 
commercial affairs, said in remarks 
published on Thursday that the 
projects will include construction 
of methanol to olefins (MTO) units 
as well as petrochemical refinery 
complexes in southern Iran, Press 
TV reported.

“The important thing is that 
the Chinese side does believe in 
cooperating with us despite the 
oppressive American sanctions 
against our country,” he was 
quoted as saying.

‘Raisi’s visit to China will 
mark a new chapter in ties’

 China’s ambassador to Tehran 

has said Raisi’s visit to Beijing 
will advance the “strategic” 
partnership between the two 
states to a “higher level.”

Ambassador Chang Hua made 
the statement in a special letter 
to IRNA on Thursday.

“I’m sure that this visit 
will effectively take the 
comprehensive strategic 
partnership between China and 
Iran to a higher level and mark 
a new chapter in our bilateral 
relations,” he said.

“The close strategic ties 
represent the historic choice of 
Iran and China as two ancient 
civilizations of East and West 
Asia,” the Chinese diplomat 
said. “As two independent 
countries, Iran and China expand 
their relations based on a spirit 
of mutual respect. The Two 
nations are considered honest 
strategic partners who deserve 
mutual trust.”

“Regardless of changes in 
the international and regional 
situation, Beijing will remain 
determined to develop friendly 
cooperation with Tehran to take 
the comprehensive strategic 
partnership between the two 
countries to a higher level 
amid unprecedented profound 
changes in the global situation,” 
Ambassador Chang stated.

‘Project of Iran isolation 
brought to a failure’ 

A members of the Iranian 
Parliament Economic Committee 
said President’s Raisi’s visit to 
China defeated a plot by Western 
countries to claim that Iran is an 
isolated country.

“This visit took place at a 
time when Western countries 
in cooperation with certain 
deceived elements were 
seeking an isolation of Iran at 
international stage, but the visit 
of Ayatollah Raisi nullified the 
evil goal of enemies and brought 
the project of Iran isolation to 
a failure,” Mosslem Salehi told 
IRNA in an interview published 
on Saturday.

The MP added “China does not 
enter cooperation with countries 
that are not politically stable.”

Iran football team to 
play Russia in March
TEHRAN – Iran national football team will play a 

friendly match with Russia in late March.

Head of Iran football federation Mehdi Taj said 
the friendly will be held in Tehran on March 22 or 23. 

Russian team Zenit will also play Iranian 
club Sepahan in Isfahan’s Naghsh-e Jahan 
Stadium on Friday. 

The Russian women football team will travel to 
Tehran to play Team Melli Banovan, Taj added.

Iran’s Sports Minister Hamid Sajad welcomed 
his Russian counterpart Oleg Matytsin on 
Wednesday in Tehran.  

Alireza Jahanbakhsh 
not to leave 
Feyenoord
TEHRAN – Iran international winger Alireza 

Jahanbakhsh has decided not to leave Feyenoord 
during the winter break. 

The 29-year-old attacker has been linked with 
several clubs, but he wants to remain in Feyenoord 
to help the team win Eredivisie 2022/23. 

“That’s right, there were several clubs showing 
interest in signing me but I’ve decided to stay here,” 
Jahanbakhsh told Voetbal International. 

“My agent has listed the offers, but I didn’t 
want to leave Feyenoord. I feel at home at 
Feyenoord. We are working on something 
beautiful. In a conversation with the our coach, I 
said that I did not want to leave at all and he also 
appreciated my intention. As a footballer, you 
always want to play and I will fight for my place 
at Feyenoord,” he added. 

“As a youth player in Iran from a small town, I 
was rejected a number of times by bigger clubs: 
not good enough, or the distance was too great. 
I was not selected for the 2012 Olympic Games in 
London. Later I went to Nijmegen on my own to 
play at NEC. I also had trouble in the beginning.

“Before I came to Feyenoord, the club was also 
well-known in Iran, along with Ajax and PSV. Later, 
when I started playing at AZ, that club joined. But 
now people not only know Feyenoord, they have 
also become fans and that is simply because of our 
way of playing.,” he concluded. 

Iran football team to 
play Russia in March
TEHRAN – Iran national football team will play a 

friendly match with Russia in late March.

Head of Iran football federation Mehdi Taj said 
the friendly will be held in Tehran on March 22 or 23.

The Russian women football team will 
travel to Tehran to play Team Melli Banovan as 
well, Taj added.

Iran’s Sports Minister Hamid Sajad 
welcomed his Russian counterpart Oleg 
Matytsin in Tehran on Wednesday.

Iran crowned 
World Wrestling 
Clubs Cup title
TEHRAN – Shahr Bank of Iran claimed the title of 

the seventh edition of the World Wrestling Clubs Cup.
The Iranian team defeated Russian side Ivan 

Poddubny 6-4 in the final match.
Iran had defeated freestyle wrestling teams from 

Georgia (10-0) and Kazakhstan (9-1) before the final, 
while Russia beat India (9-1) and Armenia (9-1). 

Also, India beat Kazakhstan 7-3 in the bronze 
medal match.

The World Wrestling Clubs Cup is an international 
wrestling club competition among teams 
representing member nations of the United World 
Wrestling (UWW), the sport’s global governing body.

Esteghlal coach Ricardo 
Sa Pinto handed four-
match ban 
TEHRAN – Esteghlal football team head coach 

Ricardo Sa Pinto was handed a four-match ban 
by the Disciplinary Committee of the Iran Football 
Federation for using unpleasant words after the 
Paykan match. 

Esteghlal defeated Paykan 2-0 last week but 
the Portuguese coach insulted the football society 
of Iran. If Sa Pinto apologizes for his behavior via 
official media channels, the ban on two matches will 
be suspended until the end of the current season.

Under his leadership, Esteghlal sit third in the 
Iran Professional League (IPL), three points behind 
leader Sepahan.

Sepahan and Zenit 
football clubs sign an 
updated cooperation 
agreement
TEHRAN – Alexander Medvedev, Director General 

at Zenit St. Petersburg, and Mohammadreza 
Saket, Sepahan general manager, signed a new 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between 
the two clubs on Friday.

The original partnership agreement was signed 
in April 2021 as a two-year deal with the clubs 
agreeing to actively exchanging experience in 
the areas of football, medicine and training, with 
Gazprom Academy coaches heading to Iran to work 
at Sepahan and vis-versa, Zenit club reported. 

A Sepahan youth team also took part in Zenit’s 
Vladimir Kazachyonok memorial youth tournament. 

The updated agreement includes plans for 
Sepahan Academy sides to participate in the 
Friendship Cup youth tournament, a friendly match 
between the clubs’ women’s teams, and increased 
cooperate in the legal and marketing maters.

Zenit played a friendly match in Iran for the first 
time in history on Friday against Sepahan, where the 
Iranian team won the match 2-0. 
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IRAN IN FOCUSXi and Raisi seek  
actual lifting of sanctions

“Raisi and Xi voice 
strong objection 
 to politicize the 

IAEA work.” 

“China and Iran are 
considered honest 
strategic partners 

who deserve 
mutual trust.”

Chinese president accepts invitation to visit to Tehran

TEHRAN – The people in the world who feel 
uncomfortable with the wars of the past and 
today’s headaches are in need the teachings of 
the Prophet Muhammad (S) and other divine 
messengers more than ever before, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
said on Friday. 

“The world, which is weary of the big world 
wars of the past and regional and international 

challenges of today, is, more than any other time, 
in need of the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad 
(S) and other divine prophets on peace and 
security,” Amir Abdollahian said in a message on his 
Twitter account on the occasion of Eid al-Mab’ath.

Eid al-Mab’ath, which fell on Saturday, February 
18, this year, is the anniversary of the day the 
Prophet Muhammad was chosen as the God’s 
messenger.

The foreign minister went on to say that 
friendship and peace form the core of the Prophet 
Muhammad’s teachings. “Inviting to friendship 
and peace is the main component of the moral 
virtues of the Holy Prophet (S)’s mission,” the 
minister noted, Tasnim reported. 

Congratulating Muslims on the auspicious 
day, the foreign minister said, “Happy the Eid al-
Mab’ath of the Prophet of light and kindness.”

FM says peace forms cornerstone of the Prophet Muhammad’s teachings

Oleg Matytsin meets Iranian sportswomen 
TEHRAN - Russian Sports Minister Oleg Matytsin paid a visit to the training of Iran girls 

futsal team in Tehran, capital of Iran.
The Russian top official along with his accompanying delegation traveled to Tehran on 

Wednesday to sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on bilateral sports cooperation.
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from page 1   worth of 
commodities from the Islamic 
Republic. The country’s total trade 
with Iran was 1.860 billion euros.

Italy was Iran’s second trading 
partner with the total trade 
between the two countries 
standing at €712 million. Italy 
exported €551 million worth of 
goods to Iran while the imports 
stood at €161 million.

As previously reported by 
Eurostat, the value of trade 
between Iran and the European 
Union had also increased by nine-
percent in 2021 compared to 2020.

Iran exported €922 million 
worth of commodities to the union 
during January-December 2021 to 
register a 29-percent rise year on 

year.

Based on the Eurostat data, 
Europe’s exports to Iran had also 
increased by five percent in the 
said year to stand at €3.941 billion.

Iran imported €3.745 billion 
worth of commodities from the 
European Union states in 2020, 
while exporting €713 million to the 
region.

Iran mainly exports foodstuff 
and livestock, beverages and 
tobacco, raw materials, mineral 
fuels, and vegetable oils to 
European countries, while 
foodstuff, beverages and tobacco, 
mineral fuels, vegetable oils, 
and chemicals are also the main 
products imported from the union.

TEHRAN – Iranian Minister of Cooperatives, 
Labor, and Social Welfare Solat Mortazavi said 
Tehran and Ashgabat have set it on the agenda 
to expand cooperation for the development of 
transportation infrastructure in order to increase 
trade exchanges.

Mortazavi made the remarks following 
a meeting with Turkmenistan’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Rashit Owezgeldiyewich Meredow on Thursday, 
IRNA reported.

Speaking in this meeting, Mortazavi said the two 
countries have historical, cultural, and religious 

roots and commonalities that can facilitate 
economic cooperation.

The 13th government and President Ebrahim 
Raisi’s special foreign policy approach is paying 
special attention to the neighbors, the official said.

“We follow developing relations with 
Turkmenistan more sensitively”, he stated, adding 
that cooperation between the two countries 
should be developed in all fields, especially in the 
economic and infrastructure areas.

Meanwhile, Meredow referred to the good 
relations between the two countries and existing 

cultural commonalities, saying that the Iran-
Turkmenistan Joint Economic Committee is 
a suitable platform for finding solutions for 
developing economic relations and removing 
obstacles to cooperation.

He added that the public and private sectors of 
Turkmenistan are also fully prepared to hold an 
exclusive exhibition in Tehran.

Emphasizing the need to develop the road and 
rail transport infrastructure, the Turkmen Minister 
said the Islamic Republic of Iran can be a gateway 
for Central Asia’s access to the Persian Gulf states.

TEHRAN- More than 831,000 
tons of watermelons worth 
$181.573 million were exported from 
Iran during the first ten months of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21, 2022-January 20, 2023), 
according to the data released by 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 

Administration (IRICA).

As reported, the 10-month export 
indicates two percent growth year 
on year.

The watermelons were exported 
to 35 countries, including Austria, 
Armenia, Estonia, Afghanistan, 

Germany, the United Arab Emirates, 
Britain, Ukraine, Belarus, Bulgaria, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, 
Yugoslavia, Azerbaijan, Romania, 
Syria, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Iraq, Oman, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Qatar, Kuwait, Georgia, 

Lebanon, Poland, Lithuania, 
Mongolia, the Netherlands and 
Greece.

Iraq and the United Arab Emirates 
were the main importers of 
watermelons from Iran in the said 
ten months.

TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO) 
Alireza Peyman-Pak said Iran 
and China have signed industrial 
contracts worth $3.5 billion during 
President Ebrahim Raisi’s visit to 
the Asian country, IRIB reported on 
Friday.

“During the recent visit of 
president Raisi to China, we signed 
19 documents, contracts, and 
agreements in the fields of industry, 
mining, and trade, apart from 

another 20 major documents; the 
signed contracts are valued at 3.5 
billion dollars,” Peyman-Pak told the 
national TV.

According to the official, prior 
to the president’s visit, Industry, 
Mining, and Trade Minister Reza 
Fatemi-Amin traveled to China and 
visited factories and large industrial 
complexes not only in Beijing but 
also in China’s other major cities 
and serious negotiations took place 
between the two sides.

Peyman-Pak noted that the 
signed contracts and agreements 
have been in a variety of fields 
including mining, auto industry, 
digital platforms, exports, holding 
joint exhibitions, steel industry and 
etc.

Heading a high-ranking 
delegation, President Raisi arrived 
at Beijing International Airport on 

February 14 morning local time and 
was welcomed by China’s Minister 
of Culture and Tourism Hu Heping.

Later that day Raisi officially met 
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in 
a ceremony held at the headquarters 
of the National People’s Congress of 
China in Beijing.

During President Raisi’s stay, 
Iranian and Chinese officials inked 
20 major documents of cooperation 
in various fields including 
crisis management, tourism, 
communication and information 
technology, environment, 
international trade, intellectual 
property, agriculture, export, 
healthcare, media, sports, and 
cultural heritage.

Iran’s Agriculture Minister Javad 
Sadati-Nejad, who accompanied 
President Raisi on his visit to China, 
said that the Chinese president is 

interested in Iranian agricultural, 
food, and dairy products, and such 
products can conquer China’s one-
billion markets more than ever.

The agriculture minister also 
referred to exporting citrus fruits, 
honey, and fish to China during 
President Raisi’s tenure, arguing 
that the Iranian agricultural 
products are now conquering the 
large Chinese markets.

Finance and Economic Affairs 
Minister Ehsan Khandouzi was also 
among the president’s companions. 
On the sidelines of the visit, he 
referred to the meeting between 
the presidents of the two countries 
and expressed hope that this 
meeting will lead to tangible growth 
in economic exchanges and mutual 
investment between the two 
countries in the coming years.

TEHRAN - Iranian heavy oil price increased 
by $2.45 in January to register a 3.1-percent 
increase compared to December 2022, 
according to OPEC’s latest monthly report 
published on February 14.

The Iranian heavy crude oil price reached 
$81.56 per barrel in the first month of 2022, 
compared to December’s $79.11 per barrel.

According to the report, the country’s 
average heavy crude price was $85.59 in 2022.

The average price of Iranian oil in the first 
month of 2023 registered a decrease of $4.03 
compared to the same month in 2022. The price 
of Iranian heavy crude in the first month of 
2022 was $85.59 per barrel, on average.

The report put Iranian crude output for 
January at 2.557 million barrels per day (bpd) 
indicating a 22,000 bpd decrease compared to 
the figure for the previous month.

Based on OPEC data, the country’s average 
crude output in the last quarter of 2022 stood 
at 2.567 million bpd indicating a nearly 2,000 
bpd rise compared to the average figure for the 
year’s third quarter.

OPEC basket price also increased $1.94 or 2.4 
percent to settle at $81.62 a barrel in January 

from the previous month.
Iranian heavy crude oil prices had followed 

an upward trend from the beginning of 2022 
up to June, however, following the increase in 
production by OPEC members and the fading of 
the pandemic impacts on the global economy, 
the prices started to fall in late 2022.

Despite the negative impacts of the U.S. 
sanctions, Iran has been ramping up its oil 
production and exports over the past few 
months.

Earlier this month, Iranian Oil Minister Javad 
Oji said the country’s income from the sales of 
oil, natural gas, gas condensate, and petroleum 
products in the first 10 months of the current 
Iranian year (March 21, 2022-January 20, 2023) 

increased by 40 percent compared to the same 
period last year.

Addressing an open session of the parliament 
on February 1, Oji said that 70 million barrels 
of gas condensate were exported in the 
mentioned time span.

According to the official, the goals set in 
the current year’s national budget bill for the 
exports of oil and gas will definitely be achieved 
by the yearend.

He noted that the National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC) has already sold enough oil 
and gas and petroleum products to realize 
the budget goals by 100 percent, however, 
collecting the revenues needs more time.

In remarks in November 2022, Iranian 
President Ebrahim Raisi highlighted the failure 
of the enemy’s policy of maximum pressure, 
saying the country’s oil export has reached the 
pre-sanction levels.

Back in January, the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) in a report put Iran’s 
average oil production in 2022 at 2.54 million 
bpd, 140,000 bpd more than the previous year.

Iran’s oil production in 2021 was about 2.4 
million bpd.

TEHRAN- As announced by the acting head 
of the National Land and Housing Organization, 
about 71,000 hectares of land has been already 
provided for the National Housing Movement 
plan.

Arsalan Maleki said that of the mentioned 
lands, about 28 hectares have been provided 
during one past year.

In the past year, about 28,000 hectares of 
land have been provided within the boundaries 
of the cities and more than 12,000 hectares 
have been annexed to the cities, he stated.

The official has previously said that the 
private sector owners in provinces with land 
shortages can participate in the National 
Housing Movement to provide land.

National Housing Movement to construct 

four million housing units in four years is one 
of the major plans of the current government 
in the housing sector.

According to the plan, out of these four 
million residential units, 3.2 million units will 
be constructed in cities and 800,000 units 
in villages, some of these units are currently 
being constructed after providing lands and 
preparing the necessary conditions.

After National Housing Action Plan (started 
in 2018), National Housing Movement is 
the government’s second major program to 
provide affordable housing units for the low-
income classes.

The operation for the construction of 
209,212 residential units of the National 
Housing Movement began in early February 
2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned 
operation and also to launch some 
development projects in the housing sector 
was attended by the former Transport and 
Urban Development Minister Rostam Qasemi.

Also, in late July 2022, Qasemi inaugurated 
a project for the construction of the first 
group of affordable housing units for laborers 
under the framework of the National Housing 
Movement.

TEHRAN- The secretary of Iran’s Free 
Zones High Council said that 350 investment 
packages are being prepared to attract 
foreign investors to the country’s free zones.

Hojatollah Abdolmaleki also announced 
about the preparation of two basic 
strategies in the free zones and added: 
“Popularization and globalization of the free 
zones is one of our basic plans for the future 
of these zones.”

Referring to the potential of the 
free zones and its direct impact on the 
country’s economy, the official emphasized 
on strengthening and completing 
the infrastructure, establishing the 
international stock market, and completing 
the economic infrastructure in these zones 
and said the free zones should connect 
Iran’s economy to the world economy.

Emphasizing the establishment of joint 
and international free zones, he noted: “We 
have negotiated with 16 countries for the 
establishment of joint free zones.”

Underlining that Iran is an investment 
paradise in the world due to its cheap labor 
force, cheap energy, excellent geographical 
location and proximity to several European 
and Asian countries, Abdolmaleki said, “We 
are removing bureaucratic obstacles to 
attract foreign investors in these zones.”

Last December, the secretary of the Free 
Zones High Council said that this council is 
seeking to modify the country’s free trade 
zones (FTZ) comprehensive law.

Speaking in a TV program, Abdolmaleki 
said, “The good news for the entrepreneurs 
of the regions, both the current ones and 
those who, God willing, will soon join us, is 
that we are looking for the modification of 
the so-called comprehensive law.”

“The free zones have been relatively 
successful, although they also had failures; 
What is our main goal is to guide the free 
zones to that main path and those goals that 
are considered in the resistance economy 
that are the increase of exports and foreign 
investment and the transfer of technology 
and also meeting the country’s needs”, the 
official stated.

“We follow two approaches or two general 
strategies in the new period of management 
in the free zones. Our first approach is to 
popularize the free zones and our second 
approach is to globalize these zones”, he 
added.

Last August, the previous secretary of the 
Free Zones High Council announced that the 
trade balance of the country’s free trade 
zones has become $35 million positive for 

the first time in 30 years.

According to Saeid Mohammad, there 
are currently 15 free trade zones and 33 
special economic zones active in the country 
and the necessary licenses have also been 
obtained for the establishment of 79 new 
special economic zones.

The official noted that although the 
overall trade balance of the free trade and 
special economic zones together has always 
been positive, this is the first time that the 
foreign trade balance of the free trade zones 
becomes positive separately.

Underlining the important role that free 
trade and special economic zones play in 
the country’s economic growth, Mohammad 
said: “The main function of free zones is 
to facilitate export, production, foreign 
exchange, entry of new technologies and 
promotion of knowledge-based companies.”

The establishment of free trade zones 
(FTZs) in Iran dates back to the Iranian 
calendar year 1368 (March 1989 - March 
1990) following the fall in the country’s 
oil income in the preceding year which 
prompted the government to promote non-
oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were 
established in the south of the country. 
The first one was Kish Free Trade Zone 
established in 1368 on Kish Island in the 
Persian Gulf and the second one was Qeshm 
Free Trade Zone established the year after 
on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz. 

Some five other free trade zones have 
been also established in the country since 
then, including Chabahar in southeastern 
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand in 
southwestern Khuzestan Province, Anzali 
in northern Gilan Province, Aras in East-
Azarbaijan Province and Maku in West-
Azarbaijan Province, both in the northwest 
of the country. 

The development of existing free trade 
zones and the establishment of new FTZs 
has become one of the major economic 
approaches of the Iranian government.
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ECONOMY Iran’s exports to EU rise 
15% in 2022

About 71,000 ha of land provided 
for National Housing Movement

350 packages being prepared to attract 
foreign investors to free zones

Tehran, Ashgabat to cooperate on developing railway, roads infrastructure 

Over 831,000 tons of watermelons exported in 10 months

Iran, China ink industrial deals worth $3.5b during Raisi’s visit to Beijing

Iranian heavy crude oil price rises over 3% in January: OPEC



From page 1   But these are 
strikingly worrying statistics in 
which Americans believe U.S. news 
outlets are acting to purposely 
misguide them.

In other words, U.S. citizens are 
essentially saying that American 
national media outlets are 
attempting to deceive them into 
trusting fake news.

If Americans believe mainstream 
U.S. news organizations are spreading 
a campaign of disinformation (and not 
misinformation), this raises question 
marks over how the U.S. media is 
having an impact on misguiding 
global views with its disinformation 
campaign.

Officials from different 
governments have previously 
slammed U.S. news coverage as 
a factor that instigates unrest in 
different regions of the world and the 
American people’s growing suspicions 
of U.S. news narratives add further 
weight to the argument.

Critics have also criticized U.S. 
mainstream media for using pundits 
with links to arms manufacturers 
in a bid to persuade and encourage 
the American public into supporting 
Washington’s foreign military 
adventurism at the expense of their 
tax money.

This is while pundits who oppose 
U.S. foreign policy or express a 
different narrative are being taken 
off the air or prevented from writing 
columns for newspapers.

In this modern age of information, 
reliable news sources are difficult to 
find in the U.S. and its allies.  

This is while sources of news 
outlets from countries in West Asia, 
East Asia, Eastern Europe, and beyond 
which offer an audience with different 
narratives have been taken off the 
airwaves or heavily censored on social 
media platforms. 

If an audience has only one narrative, 
is that not a form of brainwashing? 

The Knight Foundation says it 
joined hands with Gallup as part of 
an academic initiative launched in 
2017 to address the decline in trust 
for journalism and other democratic 
institutions.

In its latest joint publication, the 
survey has documented that only 
26% of Americans have a favorable 
opinion of the news media, the 
lowest level Gallup and Knight have 
recorded in the past five years.

This is while 53% of the American 
population (more than half of the 

nation) do not hold a favorable view of 
their news outlets.

With the new survey highlighting 
how the nation’s cynicism of U.S. 
media is growing, the Knight 
Foundation pointed out that 
“democracy in America relies on 
an independent press to inform 
citizens with accurate information. 
Yet today, two forces pose significant 
challenges to this function: 
the growing struggle of news 
organizations to maintain financial 
independence and the growing 
distrust of news among the public.”

For example, the research reports 
that “81 percent of Americans in 2020 
said the news media was ‘critical’ or 
‘very important’ to democracy. 

In August 2022, a Quinnipiac 
University poll reported that 67% 
of Americans believe the nation’s 
democracy is in danger of collapse, up 
from 58% in January.”

Across all political affiliations, 
more Americans say they hold an 
unfavorable opinion of the news media 
compared to a survey conducted in 
late 2019-early 2020. 

This rise is especially significant 
among independent voters who have 
no political affiliation to either the 
Republican Party or the Democrats.

Perceptions of political bias in 
news coverage have also increased, 
with independents again driving the 
trend, followed by Republicans, then 
Democrats.

Furthermore, the younger 
generation continues to hold more 
negative perceptions of the news 
media than older generations, which is 
in line with previous studies.

Gallup’s long-term trend on this 
measure hit a record low in 2020 
when the share of Americans with 
no confidence in the news media 
surpassed that of people with at least 
some confidence for the first time in 
40 years. 

That record low has now increased.

Research from the American 
Views 2020 report by Gallup and 
Knight showed that Americans were 
“very concerned” about increasing 
political bias in news coverage and the 
perception that news organizations 
“push an agenda.”

Asked whether they agreed with 
the statement that national news 
organizations do not intend to mislead, 
50% said they disagreed while only 
25% agreed, the latest study found.

Similarly, 52% disagreed with a 
statement that those spreading 
national news “care about the best 
interests of their readers, viewers, 
and listeners,” the study found. It 
said 23% of respondents believed the 
journalists were acting in the public’s 
best interests.

“That was pretty striking for us,” 
said Sarah Fioroni, a consultant for 
Gallup. The findings showed a depth 
of distrust and bad feelings that go 
beyond the foundations and processes 
of journalism, she said.

Journalists need to go beyond 
emphasizing transparency and 
accuracy to show the impact of their 
reporting on the public, the study said.

“Americans don’t seem to think 
that the national news organizations 
care about the overall impact of their 
reporting on the society,” said John 
Sands, Knight’s senior director for 
media and democracy.

Whereas Americans are 
increasingly losing faith and 
distancing themselves from national 
news coverage, the study found they 
have more trust in local news.

65 percent said that local news 
organizations report the news 
accurately and fairly to the public, 
and more than half of Americans 
say most local news organizations 
can be relied on to deliver the 
information they need.

53 percent believe most local news 

organizations care about how their 
reporting affects their community 
broadly, and 47 percent believe most 
local news organizations care about 
the best interests of their readers, 
viewers, and listeners.

44 percent of Americans say 
local news organizations do not 
intend to mislead, misinform or 
persuade the public.

But the study indicates more 
Americans are on top of the news than 
ever before with (1) the ability of many 
people to instantly get their news from 
a device they hold in their hand, (2) the 
rapid pace of the news cycle and (3) an 
increased number of news sources.

According to the survey, these 
factors also appear to bring problems 
as they overload Americans with news 
information. The study said 61 percent 
of Americans believe these factors 
make it harder to stay informed, while 
37 percent said it’s easier.

In an indication of how people are 
distancing themselves from national 
media for their news, 58 percent said 
they relied on the internet while, 31 
percent said television, 7 percent said 
radio and only 3 percent mentioned 
printed newspapers or magazines.

As for the younger generation 
aged 18 to 25 years old, a massive 
88 percent said they got their news 
online, the survey found.

While 72 percent say national news 
organizations have the resources 
and opportunity to report the news 
accurately and fairly to the public, only 
35 percent

say they can rely on most national 
news organizations to deliver the 
accurate information they need.

The study also found that half or 
more Americans report difficulty 
in sorting out facts and being well-
informed. 

61 percent say the increase in 
information today makes it harder to 
be well-informed.

50 percent say there is so much bias 
in the U.S. news media that it is often 
difficult to sort out the facts.

The other results from this study 
as well as others indicate that most 
Americans think news organizations 
prioritize business needs above their 
public duty. 

Overall, it’s a disturbing example of 
how the U.S. establishment uses the 
media to exploit the American public, 
especially considering when only 23% 
of respondents believe the media is 
covering news with an attempt to 
deceive them.

The United States will not set 
any preconditions for President 
Joe Biden to speak with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, the White 
House said Friday, amid heightened 
tensions over a suspected Chinese 
spy balloon.

White House national security 

spokesman John Kirby said in a 
press briefing that Biden will hold 
a conversation with Xi “when the 
president believes it’s appropriate,” 
adding that Washington’s lines 
of communication with Beijing 
remain open.

However, he noted that military-

to-military channels between the 
two countries remain closed, and 
“that’s really what we would like to 
see amended.”

No formal request for a 
conversation between the leaders 
has been made as yet by the United 
States, Kirby added in response to a 

question from a reporter.

The spokesman’s comments 
came a day after Biden told 
reporters that he expects to be 
speaking with Xi and added “I hope...
we are going to get to the bottom 
of this. But I make no apologies for 
taking down that balloon.”

No preconditions for Biden to speak with China’s Xi: White House

From page 1   Wikileaks has published 
hundreds of thousands of documents leaked 
by former US Army intelligence analyst 
Chelsea Manning.

Manning was deployed to Iraq in October 
2009. Her job gave her access to all manner 
of classified and sensitive information from 
various organs of the state. On January 
5, 2010, she began downloading massive 
amounts of material, starting with 400,000 
documents pertaining to the Iraq War.

On February 18, 2010, Manning sent 
WikiLeaks the cable known as “Reykjavik 13”. 
WikiLeaks posted the leaked diplomatic cable 
detailing discussions between American 
diplomats and Icelandic government officials. 

It marked the beginning of a flood of 
classified documents, including the April 
2010 release of a video from a US military 
helicopter showing the killing of civilians 
in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad. Among the 
dozens killed were two Reuters journalists.

The helicopter gunsight video, with an audio 
track of a conversation between the fliers, made 
public for the first time a stark view of one 
bloody incident in the seven-year war in Iraq.

WikiLeaks by posting more than 75,000 
classified documents in what it called “The 
Afghan War Logs” revealed how the US 
military had killed hundreds of civilians in 
unreported incidents.

WikiLeaks also posted nearly 400,000 
classified military documents it called “The 
Iraq War Logs” which revealed that 66,000 
civilians had been killed and the involvement 
of Iraqi security forces in the torture of 
prisoners of war.

In November 2010, it also posted the first 
250,000 of more than 3 million leaked U.S. 
diplomatic cables from nearly 300 American 
consulates and embassies worldwide that 
span the years from 1966 to 2010.

They revealed that the US wanted to 
collect biographic and biometric information 
(iris scans, DNA samples and fingerprints) of 
key officials at the UN.

Manning was arrested by the U.S. military 
in May of 2010 and was eventually sentenced 
to 35 years in military prison charged 
with leaking the combat video posted 
on WikiLeaks as well as classified State 
Department documents by downloading 

those documents to a personal computer.

After the 2010 leaks, the U.S. government 
launched a criminal investigation into 
WikiLeaks’ Australian founder Julian Assange.

In November 2010, Sweden issued a 
European arrest warrant for Assange over 
allegations of sexual misconduct, which 
he denied and said that the warrant was a 
pretext for a further extradition to the U.S. 
over his role in the publication of secret US 
military documents.

After losing his battle against extradition 
to Sweden, he breached bail and took refuge 
in the Embassy of Ecuador in London in June 
2012. He was granted asylum by Ecuador 
in August 2012 on the grounds of political 
persecution and fears he might be extradited 
to the United States.

Following a series of disputes with 
Ecuadorian authorities, British police were 
invited into the embassy in April 2019 and 
arrested Assange accused of skipping bail.

The United States alleged that he 
conspired with Chelsea Manning to access 
classified information on Department of 
Defense computers. 

Wikileaks: Leaks of US secret documents that shook the world

Rising number of Americans 
say media ‘misinform’ 

Death toll from 
the Turkey-Syria 
earthquakes 
passes 45,000
Total number of people killed in Turkey has hit 

40,642. The Syrian government and the UN say more 
than 5,800 people have died there.

On February 6, a 7.8-magnitude earthquake 
struck southern and central Turkey, as well as 
northern and western Syria.

Rescue teams in Turkey’s Hatay rescued a 
45-year-old man alive after he spent 278 hours 
under the rubble. A total of 178 UN trucks carrying 
aid from Turkey into northwest Syria have crossed 
the border since February 9.

Turkey is caring for 1,589 children who have 
been separated from their families following the 
earthquakes.

North Korea fires 
‘ICBM-class’ missile: 
Japan official
North Korea has fired a ballistic missile that 

appears to have landed in Japan’s economic 
exclusion zone, according to Japanese and South 
Korean officials.

Saturday’s move by North Korea comes ahead 
of upcoming US-South Korea tabletop exercises 
in Washington next week.

“North Korea fires an unidentified ballistic 
missile into [the] East Sea,” South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said, referring to the body of 
water also known as the Sea of Japan.

Japanese government spokesman Hirokazu 
Matsuno later told reporters that North Korea fired 
an “ICBM-class ballistic missile” to the east, referring 
to long-range intercontinental ballistic missiles 
that Pyongyang has increasingly tested. The missile 
travelled an estimated 900km (560 miles), reaching 
a maximum altitude of 5,700km (3,542 miles), he said.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said the 
missile appeared to have landed “within Japan’s EEZ 
(exclusive economic zone), west of Hokkaido”.

“It is an escalating provocation against the 
international community as a whole, and naturally 
we severely lodged a protest against it,” he added.

Philippine 
president says 
nation won’t lose 
‘inch’ of territory
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr has 

said that his country “will not lose an inch” of 
territory, remarks that come on the heels of 
tensions with Beijing in the South China Sea this 
week that saw China’s ambassador in Manila 
summoned to the president’s office.

“The country has seen heightened geopolitical 
tensions that do not conform to our ideals of 
peace and threaten the security and stability 
of the country, of the region and of the world,” 
Marcos Jr said in a speech on Saturday.

Xi calls for high-
level China-Africa 
community with 
shared future
Chinese President Xi Jinping said Saturday 

he stands ready to work with leaders of African 
countries to build a high-level China-Africa 
community with a shared future.

Xi made the pledge in his message to the 36th 
African Union (AU) Summit, in which he extended 
congratulations to African countries and the African 
people on the opening of the summit.

Xi said the AU, over the past year, has united 
and led African countries to stand up to global 
challenges, accelerate the development of the 
African Continental Free Trade Area, and play an 
important role in mediating hot issues in Africa, 
which has boosted Africa’s international status 
and influence.

The Chinese president also expressed his 
sincere hope for African countries and people 
to achieve greater success on their path of 
development and revitalization.

White House to 
hold secret talks 
with Taiwan 
officials in 
Washington
The White House will next week hold secret 

talks with Taiwan’s foreign minister Joseph Wu and 
national security adviser Wellington Koo as part of 
a special diplomatic dialogue intended to remain 
private to avoid sparking an angry reaction from 
China. 

Five people familiar with the secret talks — known 
as the “special channel” — said Wu and Koo would 
lead the delegation. After arriving at the weekend, 
the Taiwanese team will next week meet Jon Finer, 
the US deputy national security adviser. One person 
said Wendy Sherman, deputy secretary of state, 
would also take part in the meetings. Successive US 
administrations have not discussed the existence 
of the longstanding diplomatic channel, which is 
used to address security issues and has become 
more significant as China has become increasingly 
assertive around Taiwan. 

The Financial Times revealed the existence of the 
channel two years ago when Wu led a team that 
met US officials in Annapolis, a city in the state of 
Maryland. The White House and the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representation Office, Taiwan’s de 
facto embassy in the US, declined to comment. 

Children illegally 
sent to work at US 
slaughterhouses
US cleaning contractor Packers Sanitation 

Services Inc. (PSSI) has been busted for illegally 
employing children, including some as young as 13, 
to work in slaughterhouses, one of the country’s 
most dangerous labor environments.

The Wisconsin-based company employed at 
least 102 children from ages 13 to 17 and assigned 
them to work overnight shifts at 13 meatpacking 
plants in eight states, the US Department of Labor 
said on Friday. PSSI, which is one of the largest US 
providers of food safety and sanitation services, 
paid more than $1.5 million in fines, amounting to 
$15,138 for each child that it illegally employed.

Federal investigators found that the minors 
hired by PSSI worked with dangerous chemicals 
and cleaned slaughterhouse equipment, such 
as back saws and head splitters. At least 
three of the children were injured, including a 
14-year-old who worked from 11pm to 5am as 
many as six days a week, and missed school 
after suffering a chemical burn.

Top G7- diplomats 
meet in Germany 
ahead of 1st anniv. 
of Ukraine war
The foreign ministers of the Group of Seven 

industrialized nations met in Germany on 
Saturday to reaffirm their continuing support for 
Ukraine ahead of marking one year since Russia 
invaded its neighbor.

The meeting, held on the sidelines of an 
international security conference in the southern 
German city of Munich, is the first in-person 
foreign ministerial talks to be chaired by Japan 
since the Asian nation assumed this year’s 
rotating G-7 presidency.

“With all the G-7 members coming together, we 
hope to show our unwavering unity” as one year is 
about to pass since Russia launched its invasion, 
according to the Japanese Foreign Ministry.

Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan 
and the United States, plus the European Union are 
also expected to renew their resolve to continue 
to impose “powerful” sanctions against Russia to 
pressure Moscow to end the war, the ministry said.

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi has 
said he will invite his Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro 
Kuleba to the meeting.
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From Page 1   The agreement 
was initially signed by former 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
and his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in 2017.

We predict that with the 
cancellation of visas for group 
trips, the number of tourists will 
double to triple, she said. 

Earlier this month, Mehr 
reported that Russian tourists 
are increasingly choosing Iran 
as a vacation destination these 
days. There has been a surge of 
Russian tourists in Iran as a result 
of international sanctions against 
Russia, the news agency said. 

Several factors have 
contributed to Russia’s limited 
domestic and foreign tourism 
these days, including a recent war 
with Ukraine that has adversely 
affected the Russian tourism 
industry. Travel restrictions to 
China, sanctions by the European 
Union, a negative image of Russia 
being presented in different 
countries and the ban on 
international cards such as Visa 
prevent Russia from expanding 
its tourism.

This has prompted Russian 
tourists to visit Asia and the 
Middle East instead, especially Iran 
as a popular tourist destination 
despite negative advertising.

The Head of the Iranian Tour 
Operators Association Ebrahim 
Pourfaraj believes the majority 

of potential Russian travelers 
are unaware of the vast tourist 
attractions that exist in every 
corner of Iran. “The fact is that 
Iran’s political and economic 
relations with Russia are 
considered good, but this has 
nothing to do with attracting 
tourists because it is directly 
connected with the Russian 
people. It is the Russian people 

who must choose Iran as their 
destination.”

Mostafa Sarvari, who presided 
over the tourism marketing and 
advertising office of the Iranian 
Tour Operators Association, has 
said: “Many [potential] Russian 
travelers are motivated to 
visit novel and lesser-known 
destinations such as Iran that 
could be a safe and attractive 

destination.” 

The Islamic Republic expects 
to reap a bonanza from its 
numerous tourist spots such as 
bazaars, museums, mosques, 
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, 
mausoleums, churches, towers, 
and mansions, of which 26 are 
inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list.

TEHRAN – A collection of selected handmade 
artworks made by Iranian artisans and 
craftspeople is currently on show at the 7th 
edition of the Fajr handicrafts festival, which 
officially opened to the public on Wednesday 
at the National Museum of Iran in downtown 
Tehran.

The opening ceremony was attended by 
Maryam Jalali and Ali-Asghar Shalbafian, who 
are respectively deputies for handicrafts and 
tourism at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicrafts, and a number of 
cultural and tourism officials as well as the 
museum’s director Jebrael Nokandeh, Mehr 
reported on Friday. 

In addition to the selected artisans, s section 
of the festival is also dedicated to showcasing 

works by the veterans and leading masters in 
the handicrafts sector, the report added. 

The festival will come to an end on February 
23 at Tehran’s Milad Tower.

Earlier this month, Jalali said that 
cultural heritage and tourism can benefit 
from handicrafts and this festival because 
handicrafts are part of a nation’s roots and 
originality. 

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first globally for 
the number of cities and villages registered by 
the World Crafts Council, as China with seven 
entries, Chile with four, and India with three 
ones come next. For instance, Shiraz is named 
a “world city of [diverse] handicrafts”, Malayer 
is a global hub for woodcarving and carved-
wood furniture, while Zanjan has gained the 
title of a “world city of filigree.”

In addition, the ancient city of Shiraz has 
been chosen to host the 39th General Assembly 
of the World Crafts Council-Asia Pacific 
Region (WCC-APR) in May 2023. Shiraz has a 
remarkable amount of handicraft pioneers. 
With an average age of 70, some of these 
pioneers are still active in their workshops. The 
occupational records of about 100 pioneers 
are collected and are annually praised by the 
custodians of the WCC General Office.

TEHRAN – People could be introduced to 
cultural heritage through art treasures, the 
deputy tourism minister has said.

Using art as a medium for introducing 
cultural heritage to people is effective and 
important, IRNA quoted Ali Darabi as saying on 
Friday.

People who work in cinema and other artistic 
fields could contribute to the promotion of 
cultural heritage if they were made aware of 
the capabilities of Iran’s cultural heritage, the 
official added.

In order for the country’s cultural heritage to 
be discussed and promoted, it must be done 
through the media, he mentioned.

“The efforts of these great men and women 
in this field helped us learn about our history 
of seven thousand years,” he noted.

Ancient Iran, also known as Persia, historic 
region of southwestern Asia that is only 
roughly coterminous with modern Iran. The 
term Persia was used for centuries, chiefly in 
the West, to designate those regions where the 
Persian language and culture predominated, 
but it more correctly refers to a region of 
southern Iran formerly known as Persis, 
alternatively as Pars or Parsa, modern Fars.

Parsa was the name of an Indo-European 
nomadic people who migrated into the region 
about 1000 BC. The first mention of Parsa 
occurs in the annals of Shalmanesar II, an 
Assyrian king, in 844 BC.

During the rule of the Persian Achaemenian 
dynasty (559–330 BC), the ancient Greeks 
first encountered the inhabitants of Persis on 
the Iranian plateau, when the Achaemenids 
—natives of Persis— were expanding their 
political sphere. The Achaemenids were the 
dominant dynasty during Greek history until 
the time of Alexander the Great, and the use 
of the name Persia was gradually extended by 
the Greeks and other peoples to apply to the 
whole Iranian plateau.

TEHRAN – Parts of the wall of Vank 
Cathedral, a centuries-old travel destination in 
Isfahan, have slightly collapsed after torrential 
rain hit the central Iranian city. 

Following continuous rains of the past 
two days, some outer layers of the south 
wall of Vank Cathedral collapsed, but interior 
decorations were not damaged, the director of 
the historical site said on Thursday. 

“The thatched facade of the south wall of 
the cathedral has fallen and we will do the 
repairs as soon as the moisture dries up.” Aris 
Davotian said. 

Vank Cathedral has extensive gorgeous 
murals, and due to the stretching of the outer 
walls, there is a possibility of damage to its 
treasured decorations, IRNA reported. 

Located in the New Jolfa district of Isfahan, 
the place of worship (locally called Kelisa-ye 
Vank) is widely referred to as an everlasting 
masterpiece of architecture.

The vast cathedral harmoniously blends 
Islamic motifs and elements with those of 
Armenians.  Vank means “monastery” or 
“convent” in the Armenian language.

Constructed in the first half of the 17th 
century, with the encouragement of the 
Safavid rulers, Kelisa-ye Vank is a historic focal 
point of the Armenian Church in Iran.

It comprises a domed sanctuary, much like 
an Iranian mosque, but with the significant 
addition of a semi-octagonal apse and raised 
chancel usually seen in western churches.

Its sumptuous interior is richly ornamented 
with restored wall paintings full of life and 
color, including gruesome martyrdoms and 
pantomime demons. The ceiling above the 
entrance is painted with delicate floral motifs 
in the style of Persian miniature.

The cathedral’s exteriors are in relatively 
modern brickwork and are exceptionally plain 
compared to its elaborately decorated interior.

There is also a museum exhibiting a fabulous 
collection of illustrated gospels and Bibles, 
some dating back as far as the 10th century.

Hundreds of Armenians, who migrated to 
Isfahan during the Ottoman–Safavid War 

(1603–18), contributed to the cathedral being 
completed.

Some say that the varying fortunes and 
independence of this suburb across the 
Zayande River and its eclectic mix of European 
missionaries, mercenaries, and travelers 
can be traced almost chronologically in the 
cathedral’s combination of building styles 
and contrasts in its external and internal 
architectural treatment.

The Armenian quarter of Isfahan dates from 
the time of Shah Abbas I, who transported a 
colony of Christians from the town of Jolfa 
(now on Iran’s northern border) en masse, 
and named the village ‘New Jolfa’. Shah 
Abbas sought their skills as merchants, 
entrepreneurs, and artists and he ensured that 
their religious freedom was respected – albeit 
at a distance from the city’s Islamic center. 
At one time over 42,000 Armenian Christians 
reportedly lived here.

Isfahan is Iran’s top tourist destination 
for good reasons. Its profusion of tree-lined 
boulevards, Persian gardens, and important 
Islamic buildings gives it a visual appeal 
unmatched by any other Iranian city, and the 
many artisans working here underpin its 
reputation as a living museum of traditional 
culture.

TEHRAN – The number of 
eco-lodge units across the 
West Azarbaijan province, 
northwestern Iran, is planned 
to increase by threefold within a 
year, the provincial tourism chief 
has said.

It is expected that 100 eco-
lodges will be available across 
the province within one year, 
up from 32 now, Morteza Safari 
explained on Friday.

The Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts emphasizes the 
importance of making cheap 
trips, and eco-lodges are ideal 
options for accommodation 
because of their affordability, the 

official added.

West Azarbaijan embraces a 
variety of lush natural sceneries, 
cultural heritage sites, and 
museums including the UNESCO 
sites of Takht-e Soleyman 
and Qareh Klise (St. Thaddeus 
Monastery), Teppe Hasanlu and 
the ruined Bastam Citadel.

The region was home to several 
ancient civilizations. According 
to Britannica, it was conquered 
by Alexander the Great in 
the 4th century BC and was 
named Atropatene after one of 
Alexander’s generals, Atropates, 
who established a small kingdom 
there. Ultimately, the area 
returned to Persian (Iranian) rule 
under the Sasanians in the 3rd 
century CE.

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, 
Handicrafts and Tourism 
Organization said in 2018 
that 2,000 eco-lodges will be 
constructed across the country 
until 2021.

Experts say each eco-lodge 

unit generates jobs for seven to 
eight people on average, so the 
scheme could create 160,000 
jobs.

Having a very diverse natural 
setting, Iran offers varied 
excursions to nature lovers. 
Sightseers may live with a 
nomad or rural family or enjoy 
an independent stay. The country 
is home to abundant historical 
mansions, caravanserais, 
bathhouses, madrasas, and 
other massive monuments, 
which can buttress its budding 
tourism and hospitality sectors 
if managed appropriately and 
refurbished properly.

TEHRAN –The ancient city of Hir in the 
northwestern province of Ardabil needs to 
boost tourism infrastructure, the provincial 
tourism chief has said.

Hir requires special attention for the 
development of infrastructure due to the 
large number of tourists it receives, Hassan 
Mohammadi explained on Friday.

Hir needs more investments, especially in 
the field of accommodation and hospitality 
centers, in which its citizens may be better able 
to invest, the official added.

The private sector investors will be 
welcomed and supported, he noted.

The tourism sector of Hir entered a new 

chapter following the inauguration of a 
curved-glass suspension bridge in January 
2020.

Made of curved sheets of glass, the bridge 
measures 220 meters in length and connects 

two hills in the Hir district. The bridge’s all-
glass parts and metal cables have been 
constructed by domestic engineers using 
high-quality materials and are said to be the 
first of their kind in the world.

Hir is also well-known for having lush 
natural beauties, cultural heritage sites, and 
hospitable people.

Sprawling on a high, windswept plateau, 
Ardabil is well-known for having lush natural 
beauties, hospitable people, and its silk and 
carpet trade tradition.

Ardabil is very cold in winter and mild in 
summer, attracting thousands every year. The 
capital city of Ardabil is usually recorded as one 
of the coldest cities in the country in winter.

Iran arrivals in Russia 
are on the rise
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Art effective medium to preserve 
cultural heritage, deputy minister says

Fajr festival exhibits well-made handicrafts

Centuries-old cathedral suffers slight damage after torrential rain

West Azarbaijan to increase eco-lodge units by threefold

Hir to expand tourism infrastructure

Mango Caves 
Situated at a strategic point along the 

Silk Route, at the crossroads of trade as 
well as religious, cultural, and intellectual 
influences, the 492 cells and cave 
sanctuaries in Mogao are famous for their 
statues and wall paintings, spanning 1,000 
years of Buddhist art.

It was first constructed in 366 CE and 
represents the great achievement of 
Buddhist art from the 4th to the 14th century. 
492 caves are presently preserved, housing 
about 45,000 square meters of murals and 
more than 2,000 painted sculptures. 

Cave 302 of the Sui dynasty contains one of 
the oldest and most vivid scenes of cultural 
exchanges along the Silk Road, depicting a 
camel pulling a cart typical of trade missions 
of that period. Caves 23 and 156 of the Tang 
dynasty show workers in the fields and a 
line of warriors respectively and in the Song 
dynasty Cave 61, the celebrated landscape of 
Mount Wutai is an early example of artistic 
Chinese cartography, where nothing has 
been left out – mountains, rivers, cities, 
temples, roads, and caravans are all depicted.

As evidence of the evolution of Buddhist 
art in the northwest region of China, the 
Mogao Caves are of unmatched historical 
value. These works provide an abundance of 
vivid materials depicting various aspects of 

medieval politics, economics, culture, arts, 
religion, ethnic relations, and daily dress in 
western China. The unique artistic style of 
Dunhuang art is not only the amalgamation 
of Han Chinese artistic tradition and styles 
assimilated from ancient Indian and 
Gandharan customs but also an integration 
of the arts of the Turks, ancient 

Tibetans and other Chinese ethnic 
minorities. Many of these masterpieces are 
creations of unparalleled aesthetic talent.

The discovery of the Library Cave at the 
Mogao Caves in 1990, together with the tens 
of thousands of manuscripts and relics it 
contained, has been acclaimed as the world’s 
greatest discovery of ancient Oriental 
culture. This significant heritage provides 
an invaluable reference for studying the 
complex history of ancient China and Central 
Asia.

UNESCO sites at a glance



TEHRAN – Syrian Health Minister 
Hassan Muhammad Al-Ghabash 
has thanked Iran for providing aid to 
people affected by the recent dev-
astating earthquake.

“In order to prevent a humanitarian 
disaster in the earthquake-affected 
areas of Syria, we reach out to the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society,” he said 
during a meeting with IRCS head 
Pir-Hossein Kolivand, IRNA reported.

The Syrian official appreciated re-
lief and rescue services and humani-
tarian shipments sent by Iran, noting 
that Syria’s health and medical staff 
have currently and to the extent pos-
sible, brought this crisis under control.

“In a short time, Iranian offi-
cials and relief teams arrived in 
the earthquake-affected areas of 
Aleppo and, based on instructions, 
started the relief operation and 
helping the earthquake victims.”

These teams also provided very 
good information to the Syrian relief 
teams, he added.

With the help of the Iranian ambas-
sador in Syria and the proper interac-
tion, the aid reached the earthquake 
victims very quickly, he stressed.

“We are very happy to have broth-
ers by our side who sympathized 
with the earthquake victims and 
supported the suffering people of 
Syria,” Al-Ghabash highlighted.

The Syrian minister went on to 
say that training rescuers are an 
important issue for which plans will 
be developed.

“We want to continue the interac-
tion and relationship with the Iranian 
Red Crescent Society in the field of 
training and transfer of experiences 
because we know that the rescue de-
partment in the Iranian Red Crescent 
Society is very strong.”

Al-Ghabash further pointed to the 
current needs based on the earth-

quake crisis in the northern provinces 
of Syria, saying: “At the current stage, 
our needs are two parts. First, sup-
porting the earthquake victims, who 
number tens of thousands of people 
and are currently in shelters.”

For the time being, there is a 
concern that the earthquake vic-
tims will suffer from some pan-
demics and problems and con-
tagious diseases, and there is a 
possibility that respiratory and 
skin diseases will spread among 
them very quickly, he explained.

“The second issue is to support 
the Ministry of Health with some 
hospital equipment so that we 
can provide the necessary med-
ical services to the injured and 
injured due to this earthquake.”

“We request our Iranian colleagues 
to provide us with the necessary 
equipment because we suffered a lot 
of pressure due to this earthquake 
and we do not want the crisis caused 
by the earthquake to affect basic ser-
vices for patients,” Al-Ghabash said.

The current need in earthquake-af-
fected areas is for some hospital 
equipment, including imaging devices 
used in operating rooms for fractures, 
he said, adding that these require-
ments, as well as anesthetics and 
blood-stopping drugs, are urgent.

“But in the future, based on the 
necessary plans, we will use the 
science, knowledge, and technol-
ogy of Iran’s Red Crescent in the 
field of training troops, providing 
medicines and medical equip-
ment needed in Syria.”

“Currently, we need the experienc-
es of Iran’s Red Crescent to reduce the 
damage caused by this earthquake.”

“Iran helped us a lot in this earth-
quake by providing relief tents and 
blankets, and we know that the im-
portance of these supplies is equal 
to the importance of providing medi-
cine,” Al-Ghabash added.

“On behalf of myself, the Ministry of 
Health, and the people of Syria, we ap-
preciate the quick response and help 

you gave to the people of Syria affect-
ed by the earthquake.”

On February 14, Kolivand said Tur-
key has received another shipment 
of relief supplies for those living in 
the earthquake-affected areas in 
Syria and Turkey.

The society took action to deploy 
search and rescue teams, as well as 
the required tools and supplies, to the 
regions of Turkey and Syria affected 
by the Feb. 6 devastating earthquake,

The chairman of IRCS said that 
the Iranian relief and rescue team 
consists of 50 people, including 
many physicians.

Kolivand noted that by utilizing 
search and rescue canines as well as 
other tools, Iran’s relief personnel had 
been able to extract survivors from 
the wreckage as early as the first day.

He stated that many individuals are 
being sought out from beneath the 
wreckage by search and rescue crews 
who are clearing the debris in an ef-
fort to save lives.

The Iranian official said that the 
IRCS had also constructed field hospi-
tals in Turkey and Syria.

More than 45,000 people have 
been killed in the earthquake that 
struck Turkey and Syria, and the toll is 
expected to soar.
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Blood donation in Iran nearly twice Eastern Mediterranean average
From page 1    Iran competes with Europe and 

the U.S. in blood donation indices, even outpacing 
them in one or two cases.

Meanwhile, Iran is among the countries of the 
Eastern Mediterranean region as a reference in 
the field of blood donation activities.

While blood donation in 70 countries still de-
pends on replacement or paid donors, Iran is the 
first country in the region that has enjoyed vol-
untary blood donation by 100 percent since 2007.

More than 85 percent of all donated blood 
worldwide is used to produce blood prod-
ucts, while the rate is 65 percent in Eastern 
Mediterranean countries. Iran ranks among 
the highest-income countries in terms of 
converting more than 97 percent of the blood 
donated by people to plasma-derived medic-
inal products (PDMP).

Only 55 of 171 countries produce PDMP 
through the fractionation of plasma collected in 
the reporting country. A total of 90 countries re-
ported that all PDMPs are imported, 16 countries 
reported that no PDMP was used during the re-
porting period, and 10 countries did not respond 
to the question, according to WHO.

Iran currently has the highest blood donation 
rate in the Eastern Mediterranean region, so out 
of 9.9 million blood donation units in this region, 
more than two million belongs to Iran.

Also, the index of blood donation is 25 per 
1,000 populations, while in the member states 
of the Eastern Mediterranean region, this 
number is 14.9 per 1000. Over 2.1 million Irani-
ans donate blood annually.

Regional cooperation
Health Minister Bahram Einollahi said in Oc-

tober 2022 that considering specialized and ex-
perienced human resources, advanced medical 
facilities, and equipment, Iran can cooperate with 
the member countries of the World Health Orga-
nization to implement regional health plans.

He made the remarks on the sidelines of the 
69th session of the Regional Committee for the 
Eastern Mediterranean in Cairo, Egypt.

Ensuring health and controlling pandemics re-
quires the cooperation of all countries, especially 
neighboring countries, and if any country wants 
to provide its own health without considering this 
necessity, it will not be successful, Einollahi stated.

Iran has specialized and experienced human 
resources, advanced medical facilities and equip-
ment, medicines, and efficient universities, and 
while preparing to cooperate with the member 
countries of the World Health Organization, it can 
implement many plans of the G5.

Ahmed al-Mandhari, the World Health Orga-
nization director for Eastern Mediterranean Re-
gion, also expressed hope that the cooperation 

of this group will be expanded and accelerated, 
especially from the border points.

He announced the readiness of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Regional Office for technical 
support to Group Five in the field of health and 
requested to use the experiences of this group.

Aamer Ikram, the Executive Director of the 
National Institute of Health Pakistan, also 
mentioned the cooperation of the G5 should 
become a suitable model for the Eastern Med-
iterranean countries.

There are many capacities in the member 
countries of the group of five, especially Iran, 
and these countries should use each other’s 
capacity, he stated.

Iran initiated the establishment of the G5 in 
2005 to promote subregional cooperation in 
health among the group of four countries – Af-
ghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, and 
Pakistan – plus the World Health Organization as 
the fifth member of this group to provide techni-
cal support in improving this collaboration.

Several activities have already been taken 
under this initiative, with the Islamic Republic 
of Iran taking responsibility for serving as its 
secretariat.

In June 2021, Ahmed al-Mandhari, the World 
Health Organization director for Eastern Med-
iterranean Region, said the Islamic Republic of 
Iran is a role model for primary health care.

For the past four decades, its PHC network has 
aimed to ensure that people have timely access 
to affordable, accessible, and acceptable essen-
tial health services, he explained.

Part 68

General location 

The site is situated in the province of Hor-
mozgan, on the northeast shore of the Strait of 
Hormoz, east and southeast of Bander Abbas.

It reaches from the region of Bander Abbas 
in the west to Khor-e-Kolahi in the southeast. 
There are a few small human settlements and 
fishing ports in the area. 

Physical features 

The deltas of Rud-e-Shur, Rud-e-Shirin and 
Rud-a-Minab from a continuous strip of coastal 
wetlands/mudflats extending for some 70 Km 
along the northern shore of the strait of Hormoz.

The wetlands include extensive intertidal 
mudflats of over 1 Km wide at low tide. 

There is also about 300 ha of mangroves at 
the river mouths and along adjacent creeks, long 
sandy beaches, low sand bars and sand spits, and 
two large shallow bays, Khor-e Tiab and Khor-e 
Kolahi, near the mouth of the Rud-e-Minab. 

The rivers are dry for most of the year, flow-
ing only after heavy rainfall in the interior (usu-
ally in winter).

The waters of the Rude-Minab and Rud-e 
Shirin are fresh, but that of the Rud-e-Shur is 
somewhat brackish. 

The sediments consist of alluvial deposits, 
silt sand and mud, with a certain amount of 
algal growth. 

Arid, sandy plains with open thorn woodland 
stretch inland from the coast. The settlements in 
the area usually have small date gardens. 

Summer temperatures are reaching up to 45 
Celsius. Annual rainfall is about 100-300 mm, 
mainly between November and April.

Ecological features

Mangroves occur at the mouths of the rivers, 
and along the tidal creeks. The mudflats are 
barren of vegetation except for some charac-

teristic salt marsh species.

The mangroves and shallow inshore waters 
provide important breeding and nursery grounds 
for many species of crustaceans and fishes im-
portant in the local fishery. 

The adjacent coastal plain supports a sparse 
woodland with some date palms, and there are 
large areas of bare sandy flats.

Noteworthy flora

The site contains extensive stands of rela-
tively undisturbed mangrove forests consist of 
Avicennia marina. 

The thorn forest on the coastal plain com-
prises Acacia, Prosopis, Ziziphus and Tamarix, 
with some date palm (Phoenix dactylfera).

Noteworthy fauna

The site is an extremely important win-
tering area for shorebirds and gulls, nota-
bly Eurasian oystercatcher (Haematopus 
ostralegus) (up to 3,500), Bar-tailed godwit 
(Limosa lapponica) (up to 5,000), Eurasian 
curlew (Numenius arquata) (up to 1,500) and 
Yellow-legged gull (Larus cachinnans) (up to 
3,000), along with smaller numbers of Dalmation 
pelican (Pelecanus crispus) (up to 19), Great egret 
(Egretta alba) (up to 250), Grey heron (Ardea ci-
nerea) (up to 140), white spoonbill (Platalea leu-
corodia) (up to 50 ) and Greater flamingo (Phoe-
nicopterus ruber) (up to 386) .

The site may also be important for breeding 
Ardeidae including Goliath heron (Ardea goliath ) 
and Indian pond heron (Ardeola grayii ), but this 
has never been investigated (they have been re-
corded at the site).

Wintering raptors include Greater spotted ea-
gle (Aquila pomarina), White-tailed eagle (Haliee-
tus albicilla ) Shikra (Accipiter badius ),Egyptian 
vulture (Neophron pernopterus ) and peregrine 
(Falco peregrinus ) (all maximum 3 individuals). 

Source: Ramsar.org

To be continued

 RAMSAR SITES IN IRAN

TEHRAN - Despite the significant rains that oc-
curred in the country during the first two months 
of winter, the country’s average rainfall is still 10 
percent less than normal.

During the last few weeks, with the arrival of 
numerous rain systems in the country, heavy 
snowfall and rain occurred, which caused the is-
suance of meteorological warnings in some prov-
inces about the possibility of floods, snowstorms, 
and the possibility of avalanches.

However, this autumn’s rainfall in the country 
was 40 percent less than normal, and the abnormal 
rainfall in the first two months of winter made up 
for about 60 percent of the deficit, ISNA reported.

The average rainfall of the country since the be-
ginning of the current water year, September 23, 
2022, has been around 110 mm, of which 74 mm has 
been received from the beginning of winter.

However, currently, the average rainfall in the 
whole country is about 10 percent less than normal 
and the balance is negative in 25 provinces of the 
country’s 31 provinces.

Over the previous water year which began on 
September 23, 2021, the rainfall decreased by about 

24 percent compared to the long-term average, 
which marked another year of low rainfall for Iran.

As the newly extracted statistics show, a total of 
180.4 mm of rain has poured in the country over the 
past water year, which shows a decline of 23.9 mm 
compared to the long-term average of 237.1 mm.

The last water year marked the year of low 
rainfall for the country, causing the continuation 
of dry years.

The summer season shows an increase of 19.7 
mm in rainfall, which is accompanied by a growth 
of 71.3 mm compared to the long-term period when 
the amount of rainfall was 11.5 mm.

Rainfall still 10% below normal level

Syria grateful 
for Iran’s aids to 

quake-hit regions

ENGLISH IN USE

5,000 clunker garbage trucks 
move in Tehran at night

Some 5,000 clunker trucks, aged over 40 years, move across 
the city of Tehran during the night to collect wastes, Tehran 
Governor Isa Farhadi has announced.

The renovation of the garbage collection fleet requires high 
amount of budget; this is while the Municipality of Tehran cannot 
afford the cost and the issue needs urgent measures, he stated.

He went on to say that the vehicles are extremely old resulting 
in huge amount of emission and contributing to air pollution.

“We tried to replace the clunker trucks with new ones, however, 
there is a large number of trucks that replacing the whole fleet 
is not nearly possible for Tehran traffic and transport affairs 
directorate,” he added.

Clunker garbage trucks aged 40 years or above which travel 
through the capital at night amounts to 5,000, he concluded.

۵۰۰۰ کامیون زباله‌کش قدیمی شب‌ها در 
تهران تردد دارند

فرماندار تهران از وجود ۵۰۰۰ کامیون زباله‌کش که شب‌ها در تهران 
تردد دارند و عمرشان بیش از ۴۰ سال است، خبر داد. 

‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌به گزارش خبرنگار اجتماعی خبرگزاری فارس، عیسی فرهادی گفت: 
سازمان  و  ما  توان  از  که  دارد  بسیاری  هزینه  ناوگان  این  نوسازی 

شهرداری خارج است و باید فکری برای آن اندیشیده شود.
آن  تبع  به  و  است  رفته  بالا  خودروها  این  سن  میانگین  اکنون 

آلودگی‌های ایجادشده نیز افزایش خواهد یافت.
فرماندار تهران افزود: ۵ هزار کامیون زباله‌کش شب‌ها در تهران تردد 
دارند که سن آنان بالای ۳۵ تا ۴۰ سال است. ‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌در جلسات گذشته 
جایگزین  خودروها  این  شود ‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌تا  اندیشیده  راهکاری  که  شد  تلاش 
که  دارند  بسیاری  تعدد  سنگین  خودروهای  متأسفانه  ولی  شوند، 
انجام این کار از توان ما و معاونت حمل و نقل ترافیک شهرداری 

تهران خارج است.‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌‌

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

 We are very happy 
to have brothers 
by our side who 

sympathized with the 
earthquake victims 

and supported  
the suffering people 

of Syria.

Kordestan celebrates Mab’ath 
Kordestan is known as the land of people who voluntarily accepted the religion of Islam. 

Each year, they celebrate Eid al-Mab’ath, the appointment of Muhammad (PBUH) to prophet-
hood, by chanting prayers and playing dafs.
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TEHRAN – Narges Qandilzadeh 
has won the Abolhassan Najafi 
Award for the Persian translation 
of Lebanese writer Elias Khoury’s 
novel, “Gate of the Sun”.

A jury comprising Zia 
Movahed, Mahasti Bahreini, 
Abdollah Kowsari, Hossein 
Masumi Hamedani, Musa Asvar, 
Omid Tabibzadeh and Abtin 
Golkar selected the winner 
of the sixth edition of the 
Abolhassan Najafi Award, which 
was announced at the Book City 
Institute last Tuesday.

Drawing on the stories Khoury 
gathered from refugee camps 
over the course of many years, 
the epic novel “Gate of the Sun: 
Bab Al-Shams” has been called 
the first magnum opus of the 
Palestinian saga.

In this story, Yunes, an aging 
Palestinian freedom fighter, 
lies in a coma. Keeping vigil at 
the old man’s bedside is his 
spiritual son, Khalil, who nurses 
Yunes, refusing to admit that 
his hero may never regain 
consciousness. Like a modern-
day Scheherazade, Khalil relates 
the story of Palestinian exile 
while also recalling Yunes’s own 
extraordinary life and his love for 
his wife, whom he meets secretly 
over the years at Bab al-Shams, 
the Gate of the Sun.

An English translation by 
Humphrey Davies published in 
2007 was selected as a New York 
Times Book Review Notable Book 
of the Year, one of Kansas City 
Star’s 100 Noteworthy Books 
of the Year, a Boldtype Notable 
Book of the Year, a Christian 
Science Monitor Best Book of 
the Year and a San Francisco 
Chronicle Best Book of the Year.

The Abolhassan Najafi Award 
is a private Iranian literary 
prize that is given to a Persian 
translator of a novel or short 
story collection every year.

The award was established in 
the name of Abolhassan Najafi 
(1930-2016), a linguist and 
translator of French literature, 
by his family and the Book City 
Institute in 2016.

This year’s winner was 
awarded a plaque of honor and 
a cash prize of one billion rials 
(over $2,100 based on Iran’s 
free-market exchange rate: $1 = 
470,000 rials).

Persian translations of 
American author Nathanael 
West’s 1939 novel “The Day 
of the Locust” by Farid Dabir-
Moqaddam and American 
novelist Carson McCullers’s 
1946 novel “The Member of the 
Wedding” by Hanieh Pedram 
were awarded honorable 
mentions and cash prizes of 500 
million rials.

“The Day of the Locust” is about 
Hollywood and its corrupting 
touch and the American dream 
that turned into a sun-drenched 
California nightmare.

“The Member of the Wedding” 

is about a young girl’s fascination 
with her brother’s wedding.

Twelve-year-old Frankie is 
utterly, hopelessly bored with life 
until she hears about her older 
brother’s wedding. Bolstered 
by lively conversations with 
her family maid, Berenice, and 
her six-year-old cousin—not 
to mention her own unbridled 
imagination—Frankie takes 
on an overly active role in the 
wedding, hoping even to go, 
uninvited, on the honeymoon, 
so deep is her desire to be a 
member of something larger, 
more accepting than herself.

Ney virtuoso Hassan Nahid in an undated photo.

Front cover of the Persian 
translation of “I May Be Wrong”.

Left to right, translators Hanieh Pedram, Narges Qandilzadeh and Farid Dabir-Moqaddam hold 
copies of their works honored by the Abolhassan Najafi Award at the Book City Institute in Tehran 

on February 14, 2023.

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Shojaeian

Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Bimeh Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES

G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Be childlike with children.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:18        Evening: 18:05         Dawn: 5:25 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:50  (tomorrow)

“I May Be Wrong” at Iranian bookstores
TEHRAN – “I May Be Wrong: And 

Other Wisdoms from Life as a Forest 
Monk” by Bjorn Natthiko Lindeblad, 
Caroline Bankeler and Navid Modiiri 
has been published in Persian.

Saless is the publisher of the book 
translated by Amin Hosseiniun.

This book is not about religion. 
It’s not about telling you how to live 
your life. It’s not about taking on a 
new set of beliefs. Plain and simple, 
it’s about how to relate to your own 

thoughts and emotions in a way 
that makes your life more enjoyable, 
freer, brighter, clearer and wiser.

We like to think we understand 
what’s happening around us; that 
we can determine the path our life 
takes. But often, things don’t go 
that way - in fact, they rarely do.

What helps us respond to life as it 
unfolds? To live freely, stay humble 
and find comfort in difficult times?

In the Swedish sensation, “I May 

Be Wrong”, former forest monk 
Bjorn Natthiko Lindeblad shares 
his advice on how to face the 
uncertainty and doubt that is a 
natural part of life. We don’t choose 
our thoughts. We don’t control the 
shape they take, or what pops into 
our minds. We can only choose 
whether or not to believe them.

Infusing every day with heart, 
grace and gentle humor, this is a 
book to help us all navigate the 
realities of modern life.

“Gate of the Sun” leads translator Narges 
Qandilzadeh to Abolhassan Najafi Award
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Ney virtuoso Hassan Nahid dies at 79

Yamaha, narrator of the life of a martyr

Frome Page 1   He also worked with the 
Darvish Orchestra of Iranian radio. Then he joined 
Rudaki Orchestra, a major Iranian ensemble 

comprising prominent composers and players 
such as Ebrahim Mansuri, Habibollah Badiei, 
Ali Tajvidi, Ahmad Ebadi, Reza Varzandeh, Ali-
Asghar Bahari and Farhad Fakhreddini. 

In 1962, vocalist Hossein Qavami invited 
Nahid to work with Golha, a professional music 
program of Tehran Radio that had many top 
musicians.

He also worked with the Golha Orchestra 
under conductor Ruhollah Khaleqi, the Saba 
Orchestra under conductor Hossein Dehlavi, 
and the Payvar Ensemble led by santur player 
Faramarz Payvar.

With Nahid, the ensembles and orchestras 
gave numerous concerts in Iran, Turkey, 
Bulgaria, Italy, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, 

Germany, Austria and several other countries.

He recorded the albums “Gol-o-Ney” (“Flower 
& Ney”) featuring several solos and duets and 
“Avaye Ney” (“Song of Ney”), which contains his 
solo performances.  

In May 2018, Nahid said that he could not 
perform ney anymore due to a tooth implant 
operation he had several years ago, which 
caused a deformity of his jaws.    

Nahid’s skills were developed under the 
influence of ney virtuoso Hassan Kasai. 
However, Nahid once said that each player has 
his/her own style in performing an instrument 
and added, “I never imitated the late Kasai and 
I had my own style of performing and did many 
solos.”     

Mahbube Hajiannejad was born in 1984 in 
Damghan city. She studied English language 
translation and is now engaged in both writing 
and translating. 

She Has started writing since her childhood 
and has won more than ten first, second, third 
or selected places in the field of fiction in 
various festivals.

How did you come up with the idea of the main 
character for the book and the book itself?

The primary subject of this novel was taken from 
the life of a martyr whose memories I had translated 
and published in the book “Red Clothes”. After that, 
I expanded the plan with my imagination and the 
research I did about the events of the years of the 
Islamic revolution, and in the end, the plan that was 
prepared for writing did not have much in common 
with the life of that martyr. 

Initially, I was drawn to this subject because of 
Ahmad, the protagonist. Ahmed’s character in the 
novel “Yamaha” is a multidimensional character; 

Someone who grows up in a traditional family and 
accepts and adheres to its traditions and family 
rules, but takes a different path and goes through 
experiences that change his personality and 
perspective.

Approximately how long did it take for the novel 
to be written, edited, and published?

In all, it took about a year and a half for the novel 
to be published.

What was the reason for choosing the name 
“Yamaha” for the novel?

The choice of the name “Yamaha” for this novel 
is due to the fact that Ahmed, the main character 
of the story, has a motorcycle which is not actually 
Yamaha, but since Ahmed considers it his friend 
and companion, and its value and importance, he 
has named his motorcycle “Yamaha”.

The novel is written in the form of sent letters, 
so please let us know more about its style.

In this novel, Ahmed uses letter writing as a 

means of telling the story. He actually writes to 
Muhammad, his lost brother, about the important 
events of his life, and thus tells the story from his 
perspective. As a result of the situation in the story 
and Ahmed’s character, I believe that this form and 
style were the most appropriate for the story.

Iran: classical Persian literature
Part 4
Between form and meaning: poetic 

figures and genres
For Raduyani in the 11th century, and Rashid 

ad-Din Watwat (d. 1182) in the 12th, the 
first writers of treatises on Persian poetry, 
meter and rhyme were such all-embracing 
characteristics of Persian poetry that they did 
not think it necessary to dwell upon them. 

Their manuals (Watwat drew mainly on 
Raduyani) deal with important rhetorical 
figures of Persian poetry and show signs 
of indebtedness to earlier Arabic treatises 
concerned with Arabic poetry. 

But although the terminology is derived 
from Arabic, the selection itself and the 
numerous Persian examples bear witness to a 
well-established and original practice. 

Shams-e Qeys (13th century) was familiar 
with the works of his predecessors and built 
upon them. Like them, his point of departure 
was the practice of Persian poets. 

His attempt at classification is so amply 
documented with citations that his treatise 
can also be regarded as a valuable anthology 
of poetry. 

The finest work in this genre was written in 
the 15th century by Hossein Va’ez-e Kashefi, 
friend and disciple of Jami, a man held in very 
high esteem in the Timurid court at Herat.

For Kashefi and the tradition before him, 
the perfection of a poem lies in the notion of 
tafwif; the word refers to the embroidering of 
a tapestry. 

The poet should be able to weave 
seamlessly and bring together (as the word 
tafwif suggests) all the required elements in 
a poem, rhyme, rhythm, words, expression, 
and meaning, in such a manner that they form 
a unified entity. In short, in its harmonious 
structure a poem should resemble a beautiful 
tapestry. 

To Shams-e Qeys’ provisions, Kashefi 
adds the further stipulation that a poem can 
be said to be perfect if it is encrusted with 
precious stones (the literary figure of tarsi’), 
implying that the words of the poem should be 
in total harmony in terms of rhyme and their 
final letters. 

This literary figure would be at its most 
perfect if the words contained the same 
letters and vowels, all the while differing in 
meaning (the poetical figure tajnis-e tamm). 

In total, ninety-five rhetorical figures are 
there to be used on an accomplished poet’s 
palette. In the inventory of elements most 
valued by our theoreticians, we find, in order 
of priority in their treatises: letters, then 
words followed by phrases, and finally the 
poem viewed as a whole.

The other major consideration is the script 
itself. The crucial role of the calligraphy, 
including the shape of the letters, is evident 
throughout the manuals of poetry and much 
discussed.

The question of thematic genres in Persian 
poetry requires further study, given the wealth 
of the material and the frequent references in 
traditional manuals and anthologies. Watwat 
and Kashefi, for example, refer to “an all-
enveloping discourse” (kalam-e jame’ ), a 
didactic summing up of the vicissitudes of life, 
“a poem comprised of exhortations, advice, 
complaint against fate and the tide of events, 
and a recital of remarkable happenings in 
different times”. 

Before him, Watwat had praised Masud-e 

Sad-e Salman for the way he had, in his poems 
from prison (habsiyat), excelled at kalam-e 
jame’, a fusion of complaint and advice. 

One still speaks of bahariya (description of 
spring), fakhriya (poems of heroic boasting), 
shakwa’iya (lament of separation from the 
beloved), marsiya (funereal ode). 

The poet is judged by the way he handles a 
genre in a given set of circumstances; and his 
poetic craft is a social phenomenon: an oral 
form put into writing, a text to be declaimed 
in a culture in which the memory and the ear, 
as well as the eye nourished by the art of 
calligraphy, all play their parts.

Persian prose: Remnants of early prose 
have survived, mostly religious, including 
fragments of Manichean texts in Persian 
dating from the 10th century. 

The most interesting examples of this 
ancient prose are the Judeo-Persian texts, 
Persian texts using the Hebrew alphabet 
(Moreen). Inscriptions on tombs in Judeo-
Persian date from 752, while a dated 
commercial letter survives, perhaps from the 
8th century. Fragments of translations of the 
Pentateuch in Persian are also quite ancient.

Persian literary prose seems to have been 
born in the 10th century at the court of the 
Samanids (819-999) in Bukhara. 

Persian served as the language providing 
access to Islamic culture: commentaries on 
the Quran, jurisprudence, theology, ethics, 
science, and the already existing works of 
mystical spirituality. 

Ever since the end of the 10th century, 
Persian prose has proved its potential 
of being capable of producing works of 
great range and quality in a highly original 
manner to suit different subjects, including 
history, geography, mathematics, astrology/
astronomy, medicine, and the natural sciences. 

Written Persian, as pointed above, made 
its literary debut in northeastern Persia, 
Khorasan, and Central Asia. At first it 
remained close to the spoken language, and 
one notices local vernacular expressions in 
the first Persian commentaries on the Quran 
that catered to the believers in the region. 

This is the original language for Persian 
literature as a whole. The major genres—early 
popular fiction, mystical writings, stories 
and fables, hagiographies, regional histories, 
historical chronicles, and philosophic and 
scientific treatises—were inaugurated in this 
language. 

At the same time, and similar in its role to 
that of Latin in the West, Arabic maintained 
its status as the major cultural language of 
reference in religious and scientific matters, 
while Persian prose was highly instrumental 
in conveying knowledge from these fields to 
the public at large.

However, in terms of both the writers and 
the sources that they used or were inspired 
by, the influence of Persian culture on literary 
Arabic prose needs to be briefly mentioned 
and illustrated by recalling the names and 
achievements of early writers in Arabic who 
were of Persian descent and greatly indebted 
to their heritage: Abd al-Hamid ibn Yahya (d. 
750), master of the epistolary genre; Ebn al-
Moqaffa (d. 756), initiator of Arabic prose as 
a literary form in its own right; and Sahl ibn 
Harun (d. 830), whose eloquent prose and 
adaptations of fables into Arabic were much 
savored by his contemporaries. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued.
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