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Arab nations
warming up to Syria

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - In further signs of warming ties
with the country, more Arab diplomats have
made trips to Damascus for the first time
since the 2011 war on Syria.

Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry
has visited Syria for the first time since 2011.
Shoukry’s trip took place a day after delega-
tions of Arab parliamentary speakers and law-
makers made an official joint trip to Damascus.

After holding meetings with Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad and Foreign Minis-
ter Faisal al-Migdad, Shoukry affirmed that
Egypt will do everything it can to help Syria
and stressed Cairo’s efforts to do everything
that would serve the interests of its “broth-
erly people”.» Page 5

Marfavi optimistic
about AFC U20
Asian Cup 2023

TEHRAN - Iran coach Samad Marfavi is opti-
mistic about their opening AFC U20 Asian Cup
Uzbekistan 2023 Group B clash with Qatar,
slated for Wednesday.

Australia and Vietnam will also lock horns in
another match.

“We are well aware that how strong Qatar are
but we are ready too. They have good infrastruc-
ture and are completely prepared for the compe-
tition. The Iran has also so many talented players
who can play in the big clubs,” Marfavi said.

The former striker of Team Melli also praised
Iran’s former and current forwards, saying,
“Farshad Pious and Ali Daei were great for-
wards and Mehdi Taremi and Sardar Azmoun
also shine in Iran football at the moment. With-
out a doubt, we have the forwards who can fol-
low in their footsteps.”

“Qatar are a big team. They did well in quali-
fying, but so did we. Both teams are strong but
| hope that we produce our best.

“We have talented players who can compete
against the best of Asia and we will do our best
to deliver; added Marfavi.» Page 3
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Tehran, Yerevan stress boosting trade ties

TEHRAN - Iranian Labor and Social Welfare
Minister Solat Mortazavi has said Tehran and
Yerevan are determined to use all their capaci-
ties to expand economic ties, IRNA reported.

Mortazavi made the remarks in a meet-
ing with his Armenian counterpart Narek
Makratchian in Yerevan on Monday.

Referring to the targeting of three billion
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dollars of annual trade between Iran and
Armenia, Mortazavi said the development of
all-out ties with Armenia is one of the priori-
ties of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The minister stated that the main approach
of the Iranian government is to advance eco-
nomic diplomacy with neighboring countries,
especially in the Caucasus region, adding:
“Iran and Armenia’s interactions in the eco-
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‘Science, technology cornerstones of development’

TEHRAN - President Ebrahim Raisi has said science and technology are the corner-

stones of national development.

The chain of knowledge, research, innovation, and technology ensures sustainable

development in the country, he added.

The president made the remarks at the ending ceremony of the 36th Khwarizmi In-
ternational Festival, the 24th Khwarizmi Youth Award, and the 24th Khwarizmi Youth
Award, which was held in Tehran on Tuesday, IRNA reported. Page 7

nomic, commercial, and investment fields are
going to be diversified”

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is ready to put
allits facilities and capacities in the service of
establishing peace and stability in the Cauca-
sus region,” he said.

Makratchian for his part referred to the
long-standing and friendly relations » Page 4

74 universities
represent Iranin ISC
ranking

TEHRAN - The Islamic World Science Ci-
tation Center (ISC) has released the latest
ranking of universities, according to which
74 universities from Iran are among the top
460 universities from 30 Islamic countries.

The ranking shows that among the univer-
sities of 57 Islamic countries, a total of 460
universities from 30 countries have qualified
for the ranking system, IRNA reported.

The top 10 universities in this ranking are
from Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Egypt, Iran, Qa-
tar, and Pakistan.

Saudi Arabia with four universities, Iran
with two universities, and the rest of the
countries with one university each are listed
in the ISC ranking.

Meanwhile, the largest number of univer-
sities belong to Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan,
with 111, 74, and 41 universities, respectively.

Tehran University of Medical Sciences and
the University of Tehran are among the top
10 universities in the Islamic world, and the
universities of Tarbiat Modarres, » Page 7

Visiting Iran not merely a simple excursion

By Afshin Majlesi
Welcome to what might be the friendliest
nation on Earth. The gem of Islam’s crown,
the ancient land, may appeal to you if you en-
joy visiting areas where remnants of ancient
civilizations can still be heard today.

Here, you may visit cities that Cyrus the
Great, Darius, Alexander the Great, and Geng-
his Khan conquered or had control over.

Some of the most stunning buildings on
earth can be found in this ancient land, which

is a treasure trove. Islam has a long tradition
of valuing aesthetic excellence and beautiful
architecture, and this tradition seems to pre-
vail everywhere.

You can travel back in time to the heyday
of Ancient Persia by strolling around the
magnificent power and beauty of Persepo-
lis, experiencing the remote power of Susa
(Shush), and admiring the amazingly enor-
mous Elamite ziggurat at Tchoga Zanbil.

Isfahan’s Imam Square is notable for sev-

eral reasons, not the least of which is the
presence of the royal intimate, an impressive
architectural feat that is surrounded by two
mosques. Every visitor should also visit the
historic city of Persepolis, which is close to
Shiraz.

The Lut Desert is a top choice for lovers
of nature. It is one of the top 25 largest
deserts in the world, with a total area of
2,278,015 ha and a buffer zone of 1,794,134
ha surrounding it. » Page 6
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in Yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Are Tehran-Delhi
ties moving towards
divergence?

Farhikhtegan writes: Relations be-
tween Iran and India experienced a con-
troversial week. » Page 2

Sanctions arean
instrument of death,

destruction and global rift

By Hossein Askari

Let me cut to the chase, sanctions can end
up being more harmful than your average
war: they can involve many more countries
than two parties to an armed conflict; cause
more human suffering and last much longer;
inflict more widespread economic loss, im-
pede economic and human recovery; leave
more hatred in their wake; and yes, sanc-
tions have hardly ever achieved their intend-
ed goal. So what’s so good about sanctions?

First, the optimistic rationale for economic
sanctions. » Page 2

Iranian warships
docks in Brazil
despite U.S.
pressure

TEHRAN - Two Iranian warships docked in
Rio de Janeiro on Sunday after the Brazilian
government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva granted permission despite pressure
from the United States to bar them, accord-
ing to Reuters.

The Iranian Navy’s Makran and Dena war-
ships berthed in Rio on Sunday, according to
Brazilian port authorities.

Earlier this month, Brazil had bowed to
U.S. pressure and declined Iran’s request for
the vessels to dock in Rio in late January, in a
gesture from Lula as he flew to Washington
to meet U.S. President Joe Biden, according
to a Reuters report. » Page 3

Arabic editions of
children’s books
by Iranian writers

offered at Muscat fair

TEHRAN - Arabic editions of eleven
children’s books by Iranian writers were
introduced during the Muscat International
Book Fair currently underway at the Oman
Convention and Exhibition Center.

The books written by Claire Jobert and Ali
Babajani are based on stories and teachings
from the Holy Quran.

Among the books are Jobert’s “Red Apple”,
“Problem-Solving Soup” and “Meatball
Competition”.

The collection also includes her trilogy
“Thanksgiving” comprising “Deformed
Doll”, “Three Missing Hazelnuts” and
“Underground Playing”.» Page 8
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Are Tehran-Delhi ties moving towards divergence?

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in Yesterday's Iranian newspapers.

from page 1 » Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian called off a visit to India ap-
parently because a video promoting a govern-
ment-backed geopolitics conference featured a
brief clip of protesting Iranian women along with
images of President Raisi.

The trip was supposed to take place at the
beginning of March. In addition to Amir Abdolla-
hian, foreign ministers of some other countries,
including the G20 countries, were also invited to
the forum.

New Delhi’s withdrawal from the peace pipe-
line (gas) project, suspending oil purchase from
Iran, New Delhi’s delay in developing and com-
pleting Chabahar port (despite the fact that the
U.S. State Department has said it is exempting
Iran’s big port project in Chabahar from sanc-
tions) and finally New Delhi’s close political and
economic cooperation with countries hostile
to Iran (like Israel) can be cited as some of the
changes that have occurred in the interactions
between the two countries.

With an eye on these cases, it is very difficult
to draw a clear vision of the future of relations
between Iran and New Delhi unless fundamental
changes occur.

Etemad: Iran and Islamic Emirate of Taliban

On Saturday, the Afghan embassy in Tehran
was handed over to the Taliban, which means
recognition of the Taliban’s Islamic Emirate, the
Etemad newspaper said in a commentary.

According to newspaper, the Islamic Republic
of Iran is the sixth country to officially hand over
the Afghan embassy to the Taliban.

Nowzar Shafiei, a political analyst, says: “This
means that Iran actually considers the Taliban as
the official representative of the Afghanistan.”

Abdul Mohammad Taheri, Iran’s former cultur-
al attaché in Afghanistan, also says: “Iran’s For-
eign Ministry wants to take advantage of the US.
and European vacuum in Afghanistan.”

Taheri believes that the introduction of the
new ambassador of Iran to Afghanistan and his
acceptance by the Taliban made Iran feel obliged
to do the same.

“The former ambassador of Iran in Afghan-
istan caused the relationship between Tehran
and the Taliban to become a bit strained, and
with the introduction of the new head of the
Iranian embassy in Kabul, relations improved.
Most likely, the Taliban expected that the Islamic
Republic would also respond to their request,’
Taheri opines.

Arman-e-Melli: Negotiation is the only solu-
tion

That the US. declares that the JCPOA is not
on its agenda shows the high degree of tension
between Iran and the West, Arman-e-Melli com-
ments.

On the other hand, the West also sends pos-
itive signals that show its determination to re-
vive the JCPOA.

The upcoming visit of Oman’s Sultan to Iran
can have two messages: a revival of the nuclear
agreement or warning and negative message of
the U.S. to Iran. But the reality is that there is no
other way to waive sanctions other than diplo-
macy.

If the JCPOA is not revived, the crisis in the re-
gion will increase and it can lead to more costs
for the West, which is heavily involved in the
Ukraine crisis. Anew crisis in the Middle East will
greatly increase insecurity and instability in the
region which will not be good for the U.S. allies in
the Persian Gulf.

Anyway, the countries in the southern shores
of the Persian Gulf live in glass palaces, and any
tension or crisis in the region can cause crisis
and turmoil in these countries.

Khorasan: Grossi’s imminent travel to Iran

Finally, after several weeks, it was announced
on Tuesday that the Islamic Republic had agreed
to the visit of Rafael Grossi, the IAEA director
general, to Tehran, Khorasan writes.

Earlier, some sources familiar with the matter
said that Iran had set conditions for Grossi’s visit
to Tehran. It seems that Grossi has accepted the
terms and the visit will take place.

On the other hand, before his trip to Geneva,
Iran’s Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian an-
nounced in an interview with Al-Alam TV that the
Iragi Foreign Minister had brought a message
from the USS. to Iran

These statements, along with Grossi’s trip to
Tehran, can resolve the most important obstacle
to restore the 2015 nuclear agreement, namely
the IAEA's claims about three suspect sites.

Siasat Rooz: Human rights violators and
claimants

The UN Human Rights Council meeting has
started and one of the points about the meeting
is accusations by Western media and officials
against Iran, Siasat Rooz says.

At the same time as the Western media out-
lets, including foreign-backed Farsi TV channels
in London, were propagandizing against Iran
under the pretext of human rights, the Western
politicians were also supporting these media
with so-called humanitarian remarks.

For example, James Cleverly, the British For-
eign Minister, claimed at the UN Human Rights
Council meeting that the killing of Mahsa Amini
was a terrible reminder of the Islamic Republic’s
indifference to the lives of its citizens.

He said that the voice of Iranians should be
heard continuously.

These propagandas are against Iran while
these fake supporters of the Iranian people have
committed countless crimes against Iranians
with their sanctions, including ban on import of
medicine.

Diplomat says Iran pursuing ‘active
neutrality’ toward Ukraine war

TEHRAN -

Iran’s ambassador to Madrid has
underscored that the Islamic Republic has tak-
en up the policy of “active neutrality” in dealing
with the Russia-Ukraine conflict, IRNA reported
on Tuesday.

Hassan Ghashghavi made the remarks in
a meeting with commanders and officers of
Spain’s Centre for National Defense Studies
(CESEDEN).

As to Iran’s foreign policy, the ambassador
elaborated on issues such as the Iranian nu-
clear program, Iran’s influence in West Asia,
relationship with Saudi Arabia, developments in
Syria and Yemen as well as the war in Ukraine in

the eyes of the Islamic Republic.

“The Islamic Republic Iran seeks active neu-
trality in the face of the Ukraine war and urges
all sides to resolve disputes through diploma-
cy,” noted Ghashghavi, who was invited to the
meeting by CESEDEN chief Lieutenant General
Francisco de Paula Bisbal Pons.

The veteran diplomat added Tehran has
been calling for an immediate cessation of the
Ukraine war since it started in Feb. 24, 20022.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the ambassador
pointed to Tehran’s nuclear enrichment pro-
gram, saying Iran is seeking to turn to clean
sources of energy for its rising electricity needs.

He went on to say that the Western side ne-
glected its commitments to build nuclear pow-
er plants in Iran and provide legal assurances to
supply fuel for its nuclear plants and research
reactors and that is why Iran decided to enrich
uranium itself.

After the Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979
Germany left the Bushehr nuclear power plant
half-finished. France also refused to build a nu-
clear plant in Darkhowein, Khuzestan province.

' Iran launches air defense drills

over two-thirds of its airspace

TEHRAN - Iran's Armed Forces
have launched a large-scale military
exercise featuring the domestical-
ly-developed air defense missile
systems, radars, electronic warfare
devices, communication systems and
an integrated air defense network.

The exercise, started on Tuesday
morning, covers two-thirds of the
[ranian airspace.

The aerial maneuvers by air de-
fense divisions of the Army and
the IRGC kicked off in the country’s
northwestern, western and central
areas, Press TV reported.

Second Brigadier General Amir
Farajpour said the deployment of air
defense systems, with special sig-
nificance given to their mobility and
agility, was carried out at the first
stage of the drill.

The measures were taken in accor-
dance with the principles of passive
defense in order to deceive the mock
enemy, Farajpour explained.

Also, secure and multi-layered
communication was established

among defense systems, command
and control centers, and the coun-
try’s integrated air defense network
in order to adopt proper decisions in
case of a threat.

Farajpour added manned and un-

manned aircraft from the Army and
the IRGC conducted reconnaissance
sorties over the area, before detec-
tion and combat systems carried out
tactical and defensive operations
against the mock enemy aircraft.

The military official noted that
control and command centers are
using active and passive radar sys-
tems capable of signal and elec-
tro-optical monitoring of the exercise
area, and missile air defense systems
will use artificial intelligence and
decision-making techniques as they
discover a hostile target to launch an
appropriate attack.

Farajpour underlined that the en-
tire detection, reconnaissance, inter-
ception and missile systems that the
Army and IRGC air defense units are
employing are homegrown.

“Formation of secure layers of air
defense in order to protect the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran’s airspace, besides
comprehensive defense of critical
centers of the country are among the
objectives of the exercise. Air defense
units and operational forces of the
Army and the IRGC are skillfully and
intelligently undertaking the tasks
round the clock under the operational
auspices and control of the country’s
joint air defense base,” he stated.

Iran lauds visit by top Arab leglslators to Syria

TEHRAN - A recent trip by Arab
parliament speakers and senior leg-
islators to Syria is a positive step
toward Islamic solidarity, fran says,
emphasizing that dialogue and re-
gional approaches can solve the
woes in the region.

“The recent progress in relations
between Arab countries and Syria,
including the visit by Arab parliamen-
tary delegations to Damascus to ex-
press solidarity with Syria following
the recent devastating earthquake, in
addition to being a realistic approach,
is a positive step toward Islamic
solidarity,” Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanaani tweet-
ed on Tuesday.

According to Press TV, Kanaani
added that regional countries will
be able to resolve their problems
through “dialogue and regional
mechanisms” if they act realistical-

ly, adopt an independent national
stance, and pay no heed to the de-
mands of the hegemonic powers.

The high-profile Arab lawmakers
visited Damascus on Sunday amid
attempts by certain countries, above
all Irag, to restore Syria’s member-
ship in the Arab League, more than a
decade after it was suspended from
the 22-member bloc.

Egypt's Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry also visited Damascus on
Monday in the first such visit by a
top Egyptian diplomat since the for-
eign-sponsored militancy erupted in
Syria more than a decade ago.

Inameeting with President Bashar
al-Assad, the top Egyptian diplomat
reaffirmed his country’s solidarity
with Syria and its preparedness to
continue supporting Syrians in the
aftermath of the devastating Febru-
ary 6 earthquake.

In a meeting with the Arab In-
ter-Parliamentary Union later on
Sunday, Assad said, “The delegation’s
visit to Syria today means a lot to
the Syrian people as it indicates the
support to the Syrians .. who are ex-
posed as a result of the terrorist war
and the repercussions of the earth-
quake”

Foreign Ministry censures set-
tlers’ rampage on Palestinians

Also on Tuesday, Iran’s Foreign

Ministry censured the deadly Israeli
settlers’ rampage through Pales-
tinian villages in the Nablus area of
the West Bank, saying the attacks
have been carried out following the
regime’s brutal massacres across
the occupied lands over the past few
weeks.

Ministry spokesman Kanaani lam-
basted brutal assaults by extremist
settlers on defenseless Palestinians
in Huwara town as well as the sur-
rounding areas and decried arson
attacks on residential buildings and
private properties.

The settlers’ criminal acts are in
line with the cold-blooded killings of
Palestinians at the hands of the oc-
cupation army in Nablus and Jenin in
recent weeks and represent a clear
example of the Tel Aviv regime’s
structural and state-sponsored ter-
rorism.

Amir Abdollahian blames U.S. wrong policy for JCPOA current situation

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian said on Tuesday that
the current situation surrounding the JCPOA
is the result of miscalculation and mistake of
the U.S. policy, IRNA reported.

Amir Abdollahian made the remarks be-
fore High Level Segment of the Conference on
Disarmament.

The full text of the minister’s statement is
as follows:

Today, taking concrete measures for glob-
al disarmament is a fundamental necessity.

Without concrete steps toward the elimi-
nation of the Weapons of Mass Destruction,
especially nuclear weapons, strengthening
international and regional peace and security
would not be realistic.

Eight decades after the use of nuclear
weapons, despite of all international efforts,
the goal of nuclear disarmament remains elu-
sive.

For that reason, it is regrettable that the
international community’s call for nuclear dis-
armament and the compliance of the Nuclear

Weapon States with their disarmament obli-
gations has not been realized. Despite their
unequivocal legal obligations, the Nuclear
Weapon States, have continued the expansion
of their nuclear weapons. Regrettably, Nuclear
Weapon States, instead of honoring their dis-
armament obligations, they have developed
and produced new generations and modernize
their nuclear arsenals, that have undermined
NPT and threatening international peace and
security.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Sanctions are an instrument of death, destruction and global rift

from page 1 »
Over the last
fifty or so years,
an army of aca-
" demics and pol-

iticians from the
West have touted
economic sanctions as an import-
ant instrument of foreign policy that
falls between diplomacy and war.
Given that diplomacy fails to change
the problematic policies of an ad-
versary, economic sanctions are
preferred as a substitute. Sanctions
are presumed to force a desired
change in the objectionable policies
of an adversary while avoiding hu-
man casualties and limiting physical
destruction and adverse economic
fallout. How? By putting economic
pressure on the elite and or on the
general population to force presi-
dents, prime ministers and rulers
to change course in order to stay in
power and thus save their own skins.
A reasonable story, but just that: a
story! It is a story that is primarily
pushed by political scientists and
politicians with economists, their
heads in the sand, providing calcula-
tions of the partial cost of sanctions.

Let me first admit that | have
been wrong in my own assessment
of the efficacy of sanctions. As an
economist, while | wrote books and

articles estimating some of the costs
(in trade) to the sender of sanctions
(usually the US.) and to the target;
this was a small fraction of the glob-
al economic cost, its longevity and
aftermath and | also foolishly under-
estimated the human cost. More on
my myopia below.

Early on in the use of sanctions, it
became clear that they would have
a stronger legal basis and would be
more likely to succeed if they were
adopted by the League of Nations
(later the United Nations) and thus
if they were more multilateral as
opposed to unilateral. This being
simply because unilateral sanctions
could be undermined by a host of
nations who could continue their as-
sociation with the targeted country.
While sanctions have rarely achieved
their stated goal, the UN sanctions
on South Africa that brought about
majority black rule are invariably
claimed as the shining success story.

Non-binding UN sanctions on
South Africa started in 1963 and
although some countries enacted
trade embargoes on the apartheid
regime, the United States and the
United Kingdom dragged their feet
and did not embrace sanctions be-
cause of business interests until the
late 1980s. After the United States

signed on, the economic cost be-
came prohibitive for the white rul-
ers and they decided it was time to
yield to black majority rule. Economic
sanctions undoubtedly speeded up
the emergence of black majority
rule, but it still took much time for
sanctions to achieve the desired
change. Critical to achieving change
was that black rule was also wanted
by the overwhelming majority of the
citizenry; with a population break-
down of 80% black, 8% white and
12% colored and Asians South Africa
was a receptive country for change, a
critical point for success in all sanc-
tions but something that it is not
always appreciated. Another factor
was that South Africa had little eco-
nomic bargaining power as it needed
many critical imports, especially oil,
and it was not a significant exporter
of a commaodity critical for the short-
term survival of the world.

After this presumed success sto-
ry of economic sanctions, the United
States ramped up its unilateral sanc-
tions that it had started after WWII,
most notably with Cuba in 1958 and
with Iran in 1979, both sanction re-
gimes that continue, albeit modified,
today.

The United States is now the glob-
al leader in sending sanctions (the

sender) with more than 40 countries
sanctioned (targets). The United
States learned one important lesson
from sending sanctions. Unless the
target country is economically weak,
dependent on critical imports sup-
plied by the US. with no exports in
high global demand, has no powerful
allies and is poor, unilateral sanc-
tions have little chance of success.
To succeed, airtight multilateral eco-
nomic sanctions are the way to go on
big countries with diversified econ-
omies and powerful allies. So what
did the USS. do? It came up with sec-
ondary sanctions by using the con-
cept of extraterritoriality. Using this
concept, if any third country does
not uphold US. sanctions against a
target, then that country will also
be subject to the same US. sanc-
tions. Namely, it is as if the rest of the
world is subject to US. laws and is a
part of the US. Arguably, the US. is
the only country with the economic,
financial and military power to adopt
effective secondary sanctions and all
this is further enhanced by the dollar,
issued by the US,, being the premier
reserve currency in the world.

(to be continued)



Cutting ha

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - Iranian  Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
held extensive meetings with
foreign diplomats and officials
during his stint in Geneva, where he
took part in the 52nd session of the
UN Human Rights Council.

The meetings highlighted Iran’s
dynamic relations with the world
and the falsehood of propaganda
surrounding Iran’s isolation that
was promoted by western media
in the wake of the Mahsa Amini
protests.

This was on full display in the
meeting that Amir Abdollahian had
with Belgian Foreign Minister Hadja
Lahbib, who just a few months ago
snipped off a lock of her hairinanact
of shenanigan that was portrayed as
a support for Iran’s unrest.

Lahbib cut a strand of her hair
in October last year together with
two Belgian lawmaker as a sign
of support for unrest in Iran. She
said at the time that the Belgian
government would urge the
European Union to slap sanctions
on Iran.

But when Amir Abdollahian flew
to Geneva, Lahbib was among the
first to meet the Iranian foreign
minister. She discussed with Amir
Abdollahian  bilateral  political
issues as well as some international
developments and consular
matters. In this meeting, the Iranian
foreign minister spoke about
the wrong assessment of some
European sides regarding the recent
riots in Iran, stressing that relations
and bilateral issues should not be
affected by such miscalculations.
Regarding consular issues, the
top Iranian diplomat stressed
that within the framework of the
previous agreement, Iran is ready
to resolve the issue of prisoners of
the two countries. Amir Abdollahian
then explained the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s principled policy and views
about the Ukraine issue to his
Belgian counterpart.

Lahbib said she was pleased to
talk with Amir Abdollahian as part
of different meetings between
the two sides. Lahbib added that
she thought that despite different
views over some issues, Iran and
Belgium need to keep their channel
of dialogue open, according to
the Iranian foreign ministry. She
added that Brussels is willing to
even move beyond the current
stage. Lahbib stressed the need
to continue bilateral negotiations
about issues in question, adding
that talks between the two
countries should not be affected by
the views of some lawmakers.

Lahbib’s conduct could well
be repeated by other Western
leaders who put much hope on
Iran’s unrest. In this regard, French
President Emmanuel Macron is
worth watching. During the unrest,
he went so far as to call the unrest
a “revolution” and met with its self-
proclaimed leaders. Pundits believe
that Western leaders who bet on
Iranian oppositionists  will soon
recognize that the best option is to
work with the Islamic Republic, just
as the Belgian foreign minister did.

In  Geneva, Amir Abdollahian
started his meetings with the
Finnish counterpart, Pekka Haavisto,

ir, not relati

onship @ TR ETE

-

on Monday morning.

During the meeting, the two
sides discussed topics of mutual
interest on bilateral relations,
regional and international issues,
the developments in Ukraine and
especially the latest from the
negotiations for the removal of anti-
Iran sanctions.

Amir  Abdollahian  expressed
pleasure over the good meetings of
the past with his Finnish counterpart
in New York and in Tehran and also
their past phone calls, saying he
welcomes continuation of such
diplomatic consultations, according
to the Iranian foreign ministry.

The Iranian foreign minister also
touched on the good efforts by the
Islamic Republic of Iran regarding
the establishment of ceasefire in
Ukraine, as proposed by the Iranian
president and foreign minister,
stressing that Tehran strongly
opposes the expansion of NATO
and continuation of war in Ukraine
and is against any threat to the
sovereignty and territorial integrity
of countries.

Amir Abdollahian talked about
the unreal controversy around the
allegations of exports of Iranian
drones to Russia for use in the
Ukraine war and the contents of the
talks between technical and expert
teams of the two countries.

Amir Abdollahian also reiterated
Iran’s support for an end to the war
in Ukraine and a return to talks.

The Iranian foreign minister also
talked about the recent visit by
the deputy director general of the
International Atomic Energy Agency
to Tehran and the good talks that
were held, and said an agreement
has been reached for Rafael Grossi
to travel to Tehran in the near future.

He expressed hope that good
progress is made on technical
issues during the visit provided that
political pressure is not placed on
the agency.

The Iranian foreign minister
also criticized the unconstructive
approach and wrong calculations
of a few European countries in
relations to the recent riots in Iran
and informed the Finnish side on the
goodwill gesture of Iran regarding
some European nationals involved
in the recent riots in Iran.

The Iranian foreign minister also
met with his Armenian counterpart
Mirzoyan Ararat. In this meeting, in
addition to various matters relating
to bilateral relations, some other
issues of regional and international
significance were discussed. As
for the developments in the South

Caucasus, the top Iranian diplomat

reaffirmed Iran’s support for
peace, stability and security in the
region while also emphasizing its
principled policy on the need for
stability in international borders
and Tehran’s rejection of geopolitical
changes in the borders among
regional countries. Amir Abdollahian
added, “We have announced this
policy openly and informed different
sides as well”

Mirzoyan referred to the very
good meetings and agreements
between the high-ranking officials
of the two countries and also the
presence of the Armenian prime
minister’s wife in the conference
of influential women in Tehran.
He further welcomed the trend
of boot in bilateral ties in all
fields. Mirzoyan also expressed
pleasure with the opening of the
consulate general of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Kapan, saying
Armenia believes it is necessary to
strengthen relations with Iran and
welcomes such a trend.

The Iranian foreign minister
also held talks with UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres. In the
relatively detailed and constructive
meeting, Amir Abdollahian and
Guterres discussed various regional
and international issues including
Yemen, Ukraine, human rights
issues, actions and developments
related to strengthening the
process of regional stability and
convergence, and so on.

They further held talks over the
latest  developments concerning
cooperation between Iran and the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
IAEA, in order to resolve technical
differences. Other issues over which
the Iranian foreign minister and the
UN chief held discussions were the
visit of the IAEAs officials to Tehran,
the ongoing diplomatic moves and
measures  regarding  sanctions
removal talks and the return of all
parties to the Iran nuclear deal, JCPOA.

In  Geneva, Amir Abdollahian
also talked over the phone with his
Tunisian counterpart Nabil Ammar
and congratulated him on his
appointment to the post. During
their conversation, the two top
diplomats discussed bilateral ties
in different fields and stressed the
need for expanding the relations.

Amir Abdollahian also held talks
with his Indonesian counterpart as
he continued meetings with other
ministers and officials participating
in the 52ndconference of the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva.

In this meeting, some issues of

interest at the bilateral, regional and
international levels were discussed.
Amirabdollahian once again thanked
the Indonesian foreign minister for
congratulating him on the National
Day of Iran. The Iranian foreign
minister congratulated Indonesia on
taking over the presidency of ASEAN
for the year 2023. Amir Abdollahian
pointed to the good bilateral ties
and cooperation between Iran and
Indonesia as well as the holding of
the 10th round of political talks and
the recent negotiations between
the think tanks of the two nations.
He underlined Iran’s readiness to
continue the talks and cooperation
without any limits.

Amir Abdollahian on Monday
afternoon held talks with his
Norwegian counterpart in Geneva.
In this meeting, some issues of
mutual interest at the bilateral,
regional and international levels

were discussed. The Iranian
foreign  minister  appreciated
political consultations between

the two countries and welcomed
the Norwegian side’s willingness
to continue the talks. The Iranian
foreign minister also criticized
the unconstructive position and
miscalculations of a specific
number of European countries
regarding the recent riots in Iran
as well as the wrong stance of the
Norwegian parliament speaker. He
said, “We believe that dialogue can
resolve misunderstandings” Amir
Abdollahian, in other comments,
outlined Iran’s views about the
Ukraine crisis, saying, “While we
oppose efforts to expand NATO, we
are also against the war in Ukraine
and support the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all countries.”

At the end of a busy day of
diplomatic work, on Monday
evening, Amir Abdollahian met with
United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights Volker Tirk
at the organization’s European
headquarters in Geneva.

In this meeting, issues of mutual
concern regarding human rights
were discussed. The Iranian foreign
minister  outlined the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s principled position
on the issue of human rights and
responded to some concerns raised
by the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights. Amir Abdollahian
spoke about some violations of the
Iranian people’s human rights by the
US through imposition of oppressive
and inhumane sanctions. The two
sides underlined the need for the
continuation of talks, exchange of
views and cooperation regarding
human rights.

Iranian warships dock in Brazil despite U.S. pressure

Frome Page 1 » Vice Admiral Carlos Eduardo
Horta Arentz, the deputy chief of Brazil's Naval
Staff, gave his approval for the ships to dock in Rio
between Feb. 26 and March 4, according to a Feb.
23 notice in the official gazette.

In mid-February, U.S. Ambassador Elizabeth
Bagley urged Brazil not to allow the ships to dock.

“In the past, those ships facilitated illegal
trade and terrorist activities, and have also
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been sanctioned by the United States. Brazil is
a sovereign nation, but we firmly believe those
ships should not dock anywhere,” she said.

On January 28, Rear Admiral Hamzeh
Ali Kaviani, the Iranian Navy’s second-in-
command, had said that the vessels were
sailing along Latin America’s western shores
and were to drop anchor in Rio within a few
days, Press TV reported.

Iran border guard delegation arrives in UAE

TEHRAN - A delegation of Iran’s
border guard command arrived
Monday in the United Arab Emirates,
the official news agency of the UAE
reported.

“A delegation from the Border
Guard Command of the Islamic

Republic of Iran today arrived in the
UAE to attend the seventh meeting
with the UAE’'s National Guard,
represented by the UAE Coast Guard,
which is scheduled for Tuesday,’
WAM said on Monday.

The UAE news outlet said the visit

is part of “periodic visits” between
Iran and the UAE.

“The meeting will discuss
the prospects for cooperation
in combating organized
across maritime borders, as well
as all types of infiltration and

crime

smuggling operations, in addition
to collaborations in the fields of
search and rescue, regulating
offshore fishing activities, especially
overfishing, and protecting the
marine environment, in order
to serve the interests of both
countries,” WAM noted.

Marfavi optimistic
about AFC U20
Asian Cup 2023

Frome Page 1 » Marfavi also applauded
Uzbekistan’s hospitality in the competition.

Qatar head coach Inaki Abadia said he
expects a highly competitive affair with all
16 teams equally strong.

“The COVID-19 pandemic meant an
opportunity lost for young players so my
players are excited to be playing in this
tournament.

“All the teams will be equally good and we
are looking forward to competing against
them,” said Abadia.

Uzbekistan is set to host the AFC U20
Asian Cup, kicking off March 1, which will
qualify four AFC nations to the U20 World
Cup 2023 to be hosted in May/June in
Indonesia.

The U20 tournament is a revisioning of
the U19 tournament that was last won in
2018 by Saudi Arabia who beat South Korea
2-1in Indonesia.

The 2020 edition was scheduled to take
place in Uzbekistan but was postponed twice
due to the Covid pandemic and then adjusted
to an U20 format to qualify teams for the
Indonesian-hosted U20 World Cup finals.

Sepahan,
Esteghlal held
in IPL

TEHRAN - Sepahan and Esteghlal football
teams were held in Iran Professional League
(IPL) Matchday 21 on Tuesday in favor of
Persepolis.

In Ghaemshahr, northern Iran, Esteghlal
were held to a 1-1 draw against Nassaji.

Arsalan Motahari gave the visiting team
the lead in the 53rd minute but right-footed
Ayub Kalantari unleashed a shot from
distance in the 68th minute.

In Arak, Sepahan and Aluminum shared
the spoils in a 1-1 draw.

Aluminum midfielder Mahmoud Ghaed
Rahmati placed the ball into the net from
close range in the 14th minute and Issa
Moradi equalized the match in the 28th
minute.

Mes Rafsanjan edged past Havadar 1-0 in
Tehran thanks to Mehrdad Rezaei’s late goal
in the first half.

In Abadan, Tractor defeated struggling
Sanat Naf 3-0 thanks to a brace from
Reza Asadi in the first half and Mehdi
Hashemnejhad'’s second half goal.

Sepahan remain top of the table, one
points head of Persepolis.

Iranian wrestlers
to compete

at Bulgaria’s
tournament

TEHRAN - Iranian freestyle and Greco-
Roman teams will participate at the Dan
Kolov - Nikola Petrov.

Mehdi Rahimi (57kg), Amir Ali Faridi (61kg),
Amir Mohammad VYazdani (70kg), Erfan
Elahi (74kg), Mostafa Ghiasi (79kg), Hadi
Vafaeipour (86kg), Arash Mohebbi (92kg),
Danial Shariati (97kg) and Mostafa Taghani
(125kg) will represent Iran’s freestyle team
in the tournament.

Sajad Abbaspour (60kg), Shahin Bodaghi
(72kg), Alireza Arghash (77kg), Saeid
Karimizadeh (87kg), Vahid Dadkhah (97kg)
and Morteza Alghosi (130kg) will be members
of Greco-Roman team in the event.

The 60th edition of the event will be held
in Sofia, Bulgaria from March 2 to 5.

This tournament will be held in honor
of Dan Kolov who was the first European
freestyle wrestling champion from Bulgaria
and European and world champion Nikola
Petrov.
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IPL: Mansourian
officially appointed
Foolad coach

TEHRAN - Alireza Mansourian was officially
appointed as Foolad head coach a day after the
[ranian football club announced that Spanish coach
Manel Benavente would lead the Team until the end
of the season.

The 51-year-old coach replaced Javad Nekounam
in the Ahvaz- based football club.

Mansourian most recently worked as head coach
of Sanat Naft.

The former Iran national team midfielder, started
his coaching career in Pas Hamedan and has coached
[ranian clubs Esteghlal, Zob Ahan, Tractor and Naft.

Foolad, who were knocked out of the AFC
Champions League quarterfinals last week, sit
ninth in Iran league table, 18 points behind leaders
Sepahan.

Iranian elected
as head of Asian
Kabaddi Federation

TEHRAN - An Iranian has been elected as the
President of the Asian Amateur Kabaddi Federation.

Abbas Khajeh Avarseji won 25 out of 26 votes at
the ceremony held in Iran.

The Iranian individual has been elected for the
position for a tenure of four years.

The Asian Amateur Kabaddi Federation [AAKF]
was formed in the year 1978.

The 1st Asian Kabaddi Championship was
held in the year 1980 and was included as a
demonstration game in the 9th Asian Games,
New Delhi in the year 1982.

Lionel Messi wins
FIFA’s best player
award

e ——

TEHRAN - After besting him on the World Cup
stage, Lionel Messi beat out Paris Saint-Germain
teammate Kylian Mbappe for FIFA's best men’s
player award.

Messi was announced as the 2022 winner early
Tuesday at the Best FIFA Awards ceremony in Paris.
FC Barcelona’s Alexia Putellas was named the best
women’s player for a second straight year.

Messi secured the honor after leading Argentina
to a thrilling victory over France in a World Cup final
that went to penalty kicks. Messi scored two goals
in the final that secured a third World Cup crown
for Argentina and the first of his career. Mbappe
countered with a hat trick, but like on Tuesday, had to
settle for second place.

The honor marked Messi’s second time securing
the award. He totaled 52 points in the voting tally
while Mbappe finished second with 44. The voting
panel consisted of national team captains and
coaches and journalists. An online fan vote was also
part of the equation.

Messi was also honored in December with the
Golden Ball award honoring the World Cup’s best
player. Mbappe earned the Golden Boot as the World
Cup's top goal scorer.

French Real Madrid star Karim Benzema finished
third in FIFA best player voting with 32 points. He
missed the World Cup with a thigh injury. He won the
Ballon d'Or in October, marking just the second time
in 14 years that neither Messi nor Cristiano Ronaldo
won soccer’s most prestigious individual honor.

Putellas beat out American Alex Morgan and
England’s Beth Mead for the women’s award. She
scored 34 goals across all competitions in 2022
and won the award despite missing Euro 2022
with an ACL injury that threatens to sideline her
for July’s World Cup.
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Tehran, Yerevan stress boosting trade ties
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Labor Minister Solat Mortazavi (L) and his
Armenian counterpart

from page 1 » between the two countries and
noted that the joint cooperation between the
ministries of labor of Iran and Armenia in the field
of social welfare, employment, well-being, and the
development of technical and vocational training
complexes will expand with the formation of joint
specialized working groups.

“The Ministry of Labor of the Republic of Armenia
is fully prepared to develop economic and social
cooperation with the Ministry of Labor of the Islamic
Republic of Iran,” he stressed.

Mortazavi, who visited Yerevan on top of a high-
ranking delegation, also met with Gnel Sanosyan,

Armenia’s minister of territorial administration and
infrastructures.

During this meeting, the minister expressed Iran’s
readiness to cooperate with Armenia in all areas.

Iran and Armenia always enjoy very good friendly
relations based on mutual respect and good
neighborliness, he underlined.

The official emphasized the significance of
Armenia for the Iranian foreign policy, saying
that Armenia’s role in the development of foreign
relations and access to the Eurasian Union market
is of prime importance for Iran.

He further mentioned some of the areas for
mutual cooperation, saying that various projects
in the fields of construction, road, tunnel digging,
dam construction, urban development, energy
infrastructure as well as technical and engineering
services are among spheres of cooperation between
Tehran and Yerevan.

The Armenian minister, for his part, said that the
Armenian government pays special attention to
the development of cooperation with the Islamic
Republic in its five-year plan.

Heading a high-ranking delegation, Mortazavi
traveled to Yerevan on Sunday evening on an official
invitation from the Armenian the Minister of Labor
and Social Affairs.

3m tons of goods exported from Mehran
border since late Mar. 2022

TEHRAN - The director-general of the llam
Province Customs Department has said that three
million tons of commodities have been exported
from the Mehran border in western Iran since the
beginning of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2022), Mehr News Agency reported on
Monday.

“Since the beginning of the current year, over
three million tons of goods worth $1.46 billion have
been exported to Irag,” Ruhollah Gholami said.

Petrochemical products, plastic and metal
products, irons of all kinds for construction, and

ceramic tiles are the main exported items, he
stated.

‘Over $575m needed to complete semi-
finished agricultural projects’

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Agriculture Minister
Safdar Niazi has said 260 trillion rials (about
$575.13 million) is needed for completing semi-
finished agricultural projects across the country,
Mehr News Agency reported.

Speaking at a national agricultural congress on
Tuesday, Niazi said investment in the agricultural
sector is very small; So that only three-tenths of
the revenues eamned from agricultural products
are invested in the sector itself.

TEDPIX rises 29,000 points on Tuesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 29,050 points to
1.838 million on Tuesday.

As reported, over 17.948 billion securities worth
97551 trillion rials (about $215.7 million) were
traded at the TSE.

TEDPIX gained 132,000 points in the past Iranian
calendar week (ended on Friday).

The index lost 155,778 points (9.22 percent)
in the previous Iranian calendar month Bahman
(ended on February 19).

Iranian companies active in the construction industry have a strong presence in Russia’s

4th International Exhibition of Building and Finishing Materials and Technologies (Rosbuild

2023) which is being held at Moscow’s Expocentre Fairgrounds during February 28-March 3.

Govt., private sector dialogue council to offer
special package for managing forex market

TEHRAN - The 116th dialogue
council of the government and the
private sector was held in Tehran

and present it to the government
within 48 hours.

“We will ask the first vice

on Tuesday, in which the council
announced preparing a special
proposal package for managing
the foreign currency market.

The meeting was attended
by senior officials including
Finance and Economic Affairs
Minister Ehsan Khandouzi, Head
of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) Gholam-Hossein
Shafeie, and Agriculture Minister
Javad Sadatinejad, the ICCIMA
portal reported.

In his opening speech as
the chairman of the council,
Khandouzi mentioned the
recent fluctuations in the forex
market and their direct impact
on the activities of traders and
manufacturers, saying: “The
government has tried to curb
these abnormal fluctuations,

and accordingly new changes
have been made in the country’s
foreign exchange policies; we
hope these changes will help to
return stability to the market,
however, at the moment we are
witnessing the direct effects of

] [

secretariat

this situation on the costs of all
kinds of products and services.

The minister noted that the

of the
council will prepare a draft of
the mentioned proposal package

president to present this
proposed package in a meeting
with the members of the cabinet
and the governor of the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI),” he added.

Further, in the meeting, ICCIMA
Head Gholam-Hossein Shafeie
welcomed the idea of the proposal
package and criticized the
exclusion of the representative
of the ICCIMA from the meetings
of the Foreign Exchange Action
Committee, which has been held
at the CBI for several months.

“The chambers of commerce,
guilds, and cooperatives, as
always, present the suggested
solutions this time through the
dialogue council secretariat,
but the government must pay
attention to these solutions in
order to get out of the current
situation,” Shafeie said.

dialogue

Maritime projects worth over $35m to be inaugurated in southern Iran

TEHRAN - The director-general of Bushehr
Province’s Ports and Maritime Department
announced that two major maritime projects
are going to be inaugurated during President
Ebrahim Raisi’s visit to the province, IRNA
reported on Tuesday.

According to Mohammad Shakibi-Nasab,
the mentioned projects include the Bushehr
international maritime passenger terminal
and the first phase of the Ganaveh Port
development project.

“The offshore section of the Bushehr
International Sea Passenger Terminal has
been designed and implemented according
to the current standards of the world with

a credit of 900 billion Rials (about $1.99
million),” Shakib-Nasab said.

He noted that the main purpose of
constructing this terminal is to develop sea
tourism and also transfer passengers to
international destinations.

The Ganaveh port development project, with
a total investment of 16 trillion rials (about
$35.3 million) is planned in three phases, the
first phase will be implemented in 36 months,
according to the official.

“This project includes the construction of
a breakwater, a protective dyke, a perimeter
wall, and dredging of the basin up to a depth
of minus five meters,” Shakib-Nasab said.

The main goal of this project is for Ganaveh
Port to play a greater role in the country’s

international trade, which leads to the
prosperity of the local economy and the
increase of job opportunities, he said.

2,000 ha to be added to area under greenhouse cultivation in Alborz province

TEHRAN- As announced by

the framework of the National

the soil and environment, we will

payment of bank facilities,

the governor-general of Alborz
province, 2,000 hectares of land
are planned to be added to the
area under greenhouse cultivation
in this province.

Mojtaba
that  the

Abdollahi said
development  of
greenhouse cultivation, in
addition to economizing on
water consumption, increasing
productivity, and preventing the
change of agricultural land use,
creates jobs and is economically
viable noticeably.

Stating that it is necessary
for all relevant organization and
municipalities to take serious
measures to support and facilitate
the establishment of greenhouses,
he added that the infrastructure
needed for this important matter,
especially water, electricity and
gas must be provided.

The Agriculture Department
of the province also has an
important responsibility because
it should encourage and support
the farmers of the province to
change their traditional cultivation
method to the knowledge-based
one through education and
information, the official stated.

A specific perspective and
horizon should be drawn and
implemented in the field of
agriculture and especially the
development  of  greenhouse
cultivation in the province, he
added.

In recent years, the water crisis
has caused serious challenges in
Iran’s agriculture sector.

To solve this  problem,
several solutions, including the
implementation of pressurized
irrigation project and greenhouse
cultivation, have been emphasized
by experts and officials in this
sector.

Iranian Agriculture Ministry’s
Greenhouse Development
Program is one of the priority
projects of this ministry which
aims at increasing productivity,
efficiency, and water consumption
management in the agriculture
sector.

The program was approved in
the Iranian calendar year 1395
(ended on March 20, 2017) under

Resistance Economy Plan.

The development of the
country’s agricultural parks and
greenhouses not only is going to
create new job opportunities but
also increases the country’s non-
oil exports and helps preserve
the environment and the national
water and soil resources.

Due to the growing need of
the market for flowers and
ornamental plants, as well as off-
season vegetables and summer
crops, greenhouse cultivation has
become one of the most profitable
agricultural sectors today.

Cultivation in the controlled
space of the greenhouse will
have an average of 10 times
higher yield per unit area than
outdoor cultivation due to suitable
environmental conditions.

For example, in the case of
cucumber, each square meter
in the greenhouse will have
a production capacity of 20
kilograms of cucumber, while
compared to outdoor production,
the production capacity of one
square meter of arable land will
be much lower and about two
kilograms.

Significant reduction in
water consumption in modern
greenhouses is in fact the
major advantage of greenhouse
cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to
the closed environment, water loss
through various evaporation ways
is greatly reduced. Also, through
mechanized irrigation methods
such as irrigation canvas and
irrigation tape, water consumption
is minimized.

Increased control over pests,
weeds and diseases is the
other advantage of greenhouse
cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to
accurate monitoring and control of
pests and diseases, especially the
use of biological control methods
and a sharp reduction in the use
of chemical pesticides, we will see
an increase in product quality, that
will lead to the popularity of the
product in the market and increase
export capability.

Asaresult,along with preserving

see good foreign currency income.

The director of the Agriculture
Ministry’s Greenhouse
Development ~ Program  has
previously stated that 3,200
hectares of greenhouses is
targeted to be established in the
country in the current Iranian
calendar year (ends on March 20).

Darioush ~ Salempour  said
that according to the plans and
coordination made with the
agriculture departments of the
provinces, 3,200 hectares of
greenhouses will be created in the
country, and 686 hectares will be
improved and renovated this year.

Greenhouse development in
each of the provinces will be done
based on climatic conditions and
capacities, infrastructure for
access to facilities, manpower
status, proximity to the target
consumer market and export
markets, population, development
history and investment in this
field, he further explained.

This year, based on the plans
and also the mentioned factors,
provinces such as  Sistan-
Baluchestan, Fars, Kerman (south
of the province), Tehran, East
Azarbaijan,  Ardebil,  Bushehr,
Khorasan Razavi, Hormozgan, Yazd
and Isfahan will be given priority in
the development of greenhouses,
the official added.

The director of the Agriculture
Ministry’s Greenhouse
Development Program further
underlined that despite economic
conditions  caused by the
coronavirus pandemic, sanctions
against the country, and limited
credit facilities, 1,510 hectares of
new greenhouses, equivalent to 50
percent of the development goal,
was established, and 597 hectares
of greenhouses, equivalent to 86
percent of the notified plan, was
renovated in the past year.

“We try to achieve the maximum
goals set in the greenhouse sector
this year by coordinating with
the provinces, allocating timely
and cheap facilities and providing
incentives”, the official added.

He also named elimination of
production barriers, expansion of
government and legal protections,
facilitation of licensing conditions,

shortening of investment process,
empowerment of implementers
and  experts by  holding
training courses, and holding
specialized exhibitions as some
of the programs of the ministry’s
Horticulture Affairs Department
for greenhouse development.

In mid-February, Agriculture
Minister Javad Sadati-Nejad said
that currently, there are about
25,000 hectares of greenhouses in
Iran, and another 125,000 hectares
of greenhouses are needed to be
created in the country.

Referring to the country’s need
to create greenhouses on 125,000
hectares of land, the minister
said: “To create this level of
greenhouses, we need the support
of investors and people, and the
government also helps them in the
field of facilities”

Referring to the president’s
emphasis on the transfer of
vegetable cultivation from open
spaces to greenhouses, Sadati-
Nejad added: “To implement this
and boost water efficiency, we
must have 150,000 hectares of
greenhouses in the country.”

“We are trying to support
investors in the creation of
greenhouses; in this regard, a
working group has been created
so that we can lighten and cheapen
greenhouse structures, and by
locating them in the country,
we can identify suitable climatic
capacities that match the ecology
of the region”, the official further
stated.

Also as stated by Mohammad-
Mehdi Boroumand, the deputy
agriculture minister for
horticulture affairs, “Now the area
of greenhouses has increased to
25,000 hectares in the country,
and by using the capacities
of the private sector and the
government, efforts are being
made to make policies in this area
towards the creation of large-
scale greenhouses.”

Saying that the country was
dependent to build structures for
the establishment of greenhouses,
the official underlined, “At the
present time, we can provide the
knowledge and technique in this
due to other countries.”



Arab nations warming up to Syria ‘ INTERNATIONAL

From page 1 » The Syrian
Presidency’s office said Shoukry
also conveyed a message from
Egyptian  President  Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi to his Syrian
counterpart, affirming his pride
in the historical ties between
Syria and Egypt as well as
Cairo’s keenness to develop
those relations.

Al-Assad, for his part, noted
that working to improve
relations between Arab
countries is the foundation for
improving the situation in the
region.

Egypt has vowed to
assist Syria following the
7.8-magnitude earthquake
which hit the northern region of
the country on February 6.

An Egyptian foreign ministry
spokesman explained, “this
visit aims to convey a message
of solidarity from Egypt with
the two countries (Syria and
Turkey) following the disaster
of the earthquake, which left
heavy losses in both countries”

Syrian-Arab relations have
further improved after the
deadly earthquake, which saw
regional countries sending
humanitarian aid amid US.
sanctions.

The Egyptian foreign
minister’s trip came a day after
President al-Assad welcomed
the heads and members of Arab
parliamentary delegations in
Damascus.

The Syrian President told
the delegations their “visit
confirms there are effective
Arab institutions that are able,
in various circumstances, to
take the initiative and move
in the interest of the Arab
people” He also expressed
his “gratitude for the rapid
response shown by the Arab
countries at domestic and
governmental levels, to help
the Syrian people overcome the
effects of the earthquake.”

The first meeting included
the President of the Arab
Parliamentary Union,
Muhammad al-Halbousi (who is
also Irag’s parliament speaker),
and the heads of parliaments
from the United Arab Emirates,
Jordan, Palestine, Libya and
Egypt, in addition to the heads
of the delegations of the
Sultanate of Omanand Lebanon,
and the Secretary-General of
the Arab Parliamentary Union.

In a second expanded
meeting the heads and
members of the delegations
travelled to Damascus on a visit
of solidarity after the tragic
earthquake left around 7,000
people dead and caused large-
scale infrastructure damage.

Al-Assad pointed out
that “this visit of the Arab
delegations to Syria means a lot

to the Syrian people, because
it gives an indication of the
support of its Arab brothers
in the difficult circumstances
it has been exposed to as a
result of the terrorist war
and the repercussions of the
earthquake.”

For his part, the head of
the Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union, al-Halbousi, affirmed
that “the delegation came to
Syriaonbehalf ofallmembers of
the union, to assure the Syrian
people of the step towards
the process of standing with
Syria and the solidarity with its
people, (a step) which opens its
doors to all Arabs at various
stages.”

Al-Halbousi added  “this
visit also came to confirm the
importance of working at all
levels in order for Damascus to
return to exercising its active
role in the Arab world”

Likewise, the members of
the  delegations  affirmed
“their readiness to provide all
possible support so that the
Syrian people can overcome
this ordeal, because Syria never
stopped serving the causes of
the Arab nations” They also
expressed their belief that
the Syrian people “are able to
overcome the effects of the
earthquake, just as they were
able to confront the war and the
siege imposed on them.”

The Iraqi parliament
announced that a delegation
from the  Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union had gone
to Syria to confirm its support
for it and stand with its people.

Shortly after the earthquake
struck Syria, the Speaker of
the Iraqgi Parliament called on
the Arab countries to adopt a
final decision to return Syria
to the Arab League, to end the
repercussions of its crisis and
getrid of differences in order to
achieve stability and security in
the region.

During his speech at the 34th
Conference of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Unionin Baghdad

on Saturday, al-Halbousi said
that “the time has come for the
Arab House to unite efforts and
put aside differences, to stand
up to the current challenges
internationally and regionally,
by formulating a comprehensive
and realistic strategy towards
the outstanding problems for a
long term.”

He warmed “the world
today is going through very
difficult circumstances, which
require participatory action,
exceptional efforts, and
intensification of efforts to
achieve stability and security.”

The Iragi Parliament chief
addressed the overall situation
in Syria after the earthquake,

As Syrian
government
forces emerge
victorious over
foreign backed
militants and
terrorists, Arab
countries are
warming up to the
country, especially
after Abu Dhabi
reopened its
embassy in
Damascus in
2018.

noting that the country had
already  “passed  through
difficult circumstances.”

He pointed out “all of this
obliges us all to seek and
continue the duty of support
until the repercussions of the
crisis and its difficult effects
are cleared.”

Likewise, he appealed to the
Arab world to work hard “to
restore stability in Syria, to
rehabilitate its infrastructure,

and to return its citizens, who
were displaced by the war, to
their homes and country with
dignity”

On February 14, the military
advisor to the Secretary-
General of the Arab League,
Mahmoud Khalifa, said that
Syria’s return to the league “will
come soon.”

As Syrian government
forces emerge victorious over
foreign backed militants and
terrorists, Arab  countries
have been warming up to the
country, especially after Abu
Dhabi reopened its embassy in
Damascus in 2018.

The tiny Persian Gulf Kingdom
of Bahrain decided to fully
restore diplomatic relations
with the Syrian government by
appointing a new ambassador
to its embassy in Damascus on
30 December 2021.

In January 2023, the Syrian
leader received the UAE foreign
ministerin Damascus inanother
sign of growing ties between
Damascus and the Arab state.

The Syrian news agency SANA
said they discussed regional
and international developments
and economic relations.

The UAE has an embassy in
Damascus, and Syria has an
embassy in Abu Dhabi and a
consulate-general in Dubai.

It was Abdullah bin Zayed’s
first visit since a November
2021 meeting with al-Assad
that restored relations. Months
later, in March 2022, al-Assad
visited the UAE, his first trip to
an Arab state since the start of
the war on Syria.

In 201, foreign backed
militants and terrorists
wreaked havoc in the country
that has left hundreds of
thousands of civilians dead and
sent millions fleeing.

Other countries have also
taken steps towards resuming
diplomatic ties with the Syrian
government.

Critics say the country and its
people were neglected by the
region during its hours of need
over the past decade; with the
exception of a few countries
who came to Syria’s rescue in
its battle against terrorism,
namely Iran, Lebanon, Russia
and Iraq.

Syria has also faced heavy
unilateral sanctions by the
U.S., whose military presence
in the country’s east has seen
billions of dollars of oil wealth
plundered. Funds that could
have gone to rebuilding vital
infrastructure and services.

Washington has also voiced
strong opposition to any moves
towards  rehabilitating  or
resuming ties with the Syrian
government.

NATO chief says Ukraine to become member in ‘long term’

ensure that

history doesn’t
itself,” Stoltenberg stressed.

repeat

Russia, dropped their decades-long policies

- —

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg says Ukraine
will become a member of the military
alliance in the “long term,” saying the allies
will continue to support Kiev in the war
with Russia.

“NATO allies have agreed that Ukraine
will become a member of our alliance,
but at the same time, that is a long-term
perspective,” Stoltenberg said during a visit
to Finland’s capital, Helsinki, on Tuesday.

“The issue now is that Ukraine prevails
as a sovereign independent nation, and
therefore we need to support Ukraine,” he
added.

When the war ends,

“we need to

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin,
who was at the press conference with
Stoltenberg, said, “I see that the future of
Ukraine is to be part of the European Union
and also a member of NATO.

Since the war began in Ukraine one year
ago, NATO allies have provided bhillions
of dollars in military aid to Kiev, despite
warnings from Russia that the move would
prolong the conflict.

After the start of the conflict, Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr Zelensky urged
NATO to grant his country fast-track
membership.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has
on several occasions cited the post-
Soviet expansion of the NATO alliance
eastward, toward Russia’s  borders, as
a reason for the military offensive he
declared against Ukraine last year. Key to
a list of Russian demands from the West
prior to the offensive was a guarantee that
Kiev never join NATO.

Sweden and Finland, which has
one of Europe’s longest borders with

of military non-alignment and applied to
join NATO in May of 2022.

Stoltenberg said that “both Finland
and Sweden have delivered on what they
promised in the trilateral agreement they
made with Turkey last June in Madrid.”

“The time is now to ratify and to fully
welcome Finland and Sweden as members,”
he said. “It's inconceivable that there will
be any threat against Finland or Sweden
without NATO reacting.”

The two countries have the backing of
all but two of NATO’s 30 members, the
holdouts being Hungary and particularly
Turkey.

Finland on Tuesday kicked off a
parliamentary session to debate the bid. A
vote is expected by Wednesday, and having
the bill passed will mean that Finland can
act swiftly even if the ratifications come
in before a new government has been
formed. The initial membership bid last
year was supported by 188 of the 200
members in parliament.

(Source: Press TV)

Serbia, Kosovo
leaders back EU plan,
top diplomat says

The leaders of Serbia and Kosovo have
given tacit approval to a European Union-
sponsored plan to end months of political
crises and help improve their ties, EU
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said
Monday after chairing talks between them.

Speaking alone at a news conference
after a series of meetings in Brussels,
Borrell told reporters that Serbian
President Aleksandar Vucic and Kosovo
Prime Minister Albin Kurti “have today
agreed that no further discussions are
needed for the European Union proposal.”

Both countries want to join the EU, which
has told them that they first need to sort
out their differences.

Borrell provided few details about the
talks — and reporters were not permitted
to ask questions — except to say that “more
work is needed” and that the two leaders
would meet again next month.

Taliban claim killing
key Daesh leaderin
Afghanistan

The Afghan Taliban claimed that their forces
have killed the intelligence and military chief
of Daesh (ISIS) in the capital Kabul who was
behind the attacks on diplomatic missions,
mosques, and other targets in the country.

In a statement, Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid said that two Daesh
militants, including Qari Fateh, were killed
during an operation in Kabul on Monday night.

Fateh previously served in different
positions, including as military leader, of the
terrorist group in Afghanistan.

Arecent operation by the Afghan forces also
resulted in the death of 3 Daesh members,
Mujahid said, adding a number of foreign
nationals planning deadly attacks were also
detained.

Islamabad High
Courtissues non-
bailable warrants
against Imran Khan

In a major relief, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan on
Tuesday secured interim bail in three cases,
including attempted murder and prohibited
funding.

A district and sessions court in
Islamabad, however, issued a non-bailable
arrest warrant for Khan in the Toshakhana
case registered against him.

Amid a busy schedule, the PTI chief
appeared before the banking court, anti-
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terrorism court and the sessions court at
the Judicial Complex in the federal capital.
The deposed prime minster, however,
skipped the hearing related to Toshakhana
gifts.

PTI chief Khan secured interim bail from
the Islamabad High Court (IHC) in the
attempted murder case.

IHC’s Justice Aamer Farooq granted Khan,
the former prime minister who was ousted
from power via a no-confidence motion
in April last year, interim bail till March 9
against surety bonds worth Rs100,000.

Israeli-American
killed in Jericho

attack

An Israeli-American motorist has been
killed in an attack by suspected Palestinian
resistance fighter near the occupied West
Bank city of Jericho.

Israeli officials said the Palestinian
attackers had carried out several drive-by
shootings on a highway near Jericho, one
of which killed the Israeli-American on
Monday, before getting away.

The United States confirmed that the
man killed was a US citizen, but did not
identify him.

The incident occurred after Jewish
settlers rampaged through Huwara and
other Palestinian villages near Nablus
in the West Bank, killing one Palestinian
civilian, and burning dozens of cars and
homes in what has been described by some
Palestinians as a “pogrom”.

Israel had reinforced its West Bank
bases after two brothers from a Jewish
settlement were shot dead on Sunday,
but have been accused of standing by as
the Jewish settlers attacked Palestinian
villages.

With the Muslim holy month of Ramadan
and the Jewish Passover festival weeks
away, foreign mediators have sought to
tamp down tensions that surged after
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu regained
power at the head of a hard-right coalition.

Putin urges Russians
to be wary of traitors

During his address to the FSB security
agency, President Putin urged Russians to
guard against traitors in their midst.

“It's necessary to identify and stop the
illegal activities of those who are trying
to divide and weaken our society; to use
separatism, nationalism, neo-Nazism and
xenophobia as weapons.”

He said Russia had always experienced
such activity.

“And now the attempts, of course, are at
their most active. Attempts to activate all
this scum on our land.”

i,

“Stop NATO expansion! Ceasefire now! No nuclear escalation! Negotiate peace!” shout
thousands of people in the streets of Brussels.
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Visiting Iran not merely a simple excursion

From Page 1 » Modern Iranian cities are
especially vibrant and offer a wide variety of
activities and forms of entertainment with a
wide range of options, with the capital city of
Tehran serving as the leader.

Given that they are the Persians’
descendants, Iranians take every opportunity
to display their pride in their history. This
multi-ethnic country has been occupied for

thousands of years by Greek, Arab, Turkic, and
Mongol invaders, but its people have always
been welcoming.

Contrary to many stereotypes that are
prevalent in the West, Iranians are regarded as
being very hospitable and warm people.

If you spend any time with Iranians, you'll
frequently receive invitations to share a meal
in someone’s home and daily offers to sit
down for tea. Whenever possible, say yes so
that you can directly experience the warm,
sophisticated, and ancient Iranian culture.

Even though many of them have trouble
pronouncing words in English, Iranians
generally have good intentions and are quite
helpful to visitors.

Many tour operators believe that traveling
to Iran is more than just a short trip to another
country; rather, they see it as a once-in-a-
lifetime chance to learn about a place with
unique components and cultural roots.

Zanjan university hosts workshop on

handmade jewelry

TEHRAN - Islamic Azad University played host
to a workshop on handmade decorations and
jewelry on Tuesday.

The workshop was aimed to take a new look
at the art of filigree, which Zanjan is famed for,
according to Zanjan province’s tourism chief.

The workshop was the first of its kind in Zanjan
as it covered special know-how, self-employment,
and self-training skills as well as entrepreneurship
essentials with a new look at the art of filigree,
Seyyed Saeid Safavi said.

Filigree is one of the most important applied
arts in the central western province. It is a type of
metalworking, and researchers have traced it back
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to 550-330 BC.
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Archaeological survey sheds new
light on Sassanid architecture

TEHRAN - A team of Iranian
archaeologists has recently finished
an archaeological season on the
Sassanid-era (224-651) Vigol fire
temple in the city of Aran-Bidgol in
central Isfahan province.

As a part of the second season
of excavation at the fire temple,
one of the largest ancient sites in
Isfahan province, important data
on the religious architecture of
the Sassanid era as well as several
inscriptions were discovered, said
Iranian archaeologist Mohsen Javari
on Tuesday.

Pottery pieces are the most
significant archeological findings of
this area, he added.

According to studies conducted so
far, this area was inhabited during the
Sassanid period until the end of the
Seljuk era (1037-1194), he mentioned.

Experts say the architectural form
of fire temples turned into the most
typical form of Sassanid religious
architecture, relating closely to
the expansion and stabilization of
Zoroastrianism under the Sassanid
reign and continuing during the
Islamic era thanks to its usage in
religious and holy buildings such as
mosques and tombs.

The Sassanid era (224 CE-651) is

art and architecture experienced a
general renaissance. Architecture
often took grandiose proportions,
such as palaces at Ctesiphon,
Firuzabad, and Sarvestan, which
are amongst the highlights of the
ensemble.

Crafts such as metalwork and gem
engraving grew highly sophisticated,
yet scholarship was encouraged
by the state. In those years, works
from both the East and West were

Rock-carved sculptures and bas-
reliefs on abrupt limestone cliffs are
widely deemed as characteristics
and striking relics of Sassanian art,
top examples of which can be traced
at Bishapur, Nagsh-e Rostam and
Nagsh-e Rajab in southern Iran.

In 2018, UNESCO added an
ensemble of Sassanian historical
cities in southern Iran — titled
“Sassanid Archaeological Landscape
of Fars Region™- to its World

sites situated in three geographical
parts of Firuzabad, Bishapur, and
Sarvestan. It reflects the optimized
utilization of natural topography
and bears witness to the influence
of Achaemenid and Parthian cultural
traditions and Roman art, which
later had a significant impact on the
architecture and artistic styles of the
Islamic era.

The Sassanid archaeological
landscape also represents a highly
efficient system of land use and
strategic  utilization of natural
topography in the creation of the
earliest cultural centers of the
Sassanid civilization.

Aran-Bidgol is the gateway to the
Maranjab desert and caravansary,
which also draws thousands of
domestic travelers each year. The
desert, which is a top destination for
off-roaders, leads to salt lake from
the north, Band-e Rig and Desert
National Park from the east, Masileh
Desert, Hoz-e sultan, and Moreh
Lakes from the west, and eventually
Aran and Bidgol from the south.

Situated in Isfahan province, the
town is surrounded by desert from
the north and east, and thus it has
a typical climate of hot and dry in

of very high importance in the history
of Iran. Under Sassanids, Persian

translated into Pahlavi, the language
of the Sassanians.

Heritage list.  The
comprises  eight

archaeological

summer, cold and dry in winter, and
very little rainfall during the year.

ensemble

WCC assessors define Rashti-duzi as exceptional craft

TEHRAN - Assessors from the World Crafts
Council have recently described Rashti-duzi as
one of the world’s exceptional crafts after they
visited Rasht, an ancient city in northern Iran.

WCC assessors arrived in Rasht on Sunday
to evaluate the city and its surroundings for
their prestigious status during their three-day
mission.

“While examining handicrafts of Rasht, we got
acquainted with the art of Rashti-duzi, which
in addition to color, design, and originality, its
name is derived from this city itself, which is very
attractive for evaluators,” IRNA quoted one of the

WCC experts as saying on Tuesday.

Receiving the title of “world city of handicrafts”
will help us to preserve our ancient crafts for the
next generation, a local official said.

“The evaluators of the World Crafts Council
are requested to confirm the great history and
antiquity of Rasht and pay attention to the
background of this city in terms of handicrafts,’
the official explained.

On Monday, Vali Jahani, who is the tourism
chief of Gilan province, said Rasht is now one
step closer to being recognized as a world city of

handicrafts, a status given by the World Crafts
Council.

Rashti-duzi is a crochet and sewing work
traditionally practiced in Rasht and its
surrounding villages. Crochet and needlework
were combined by the masters to enhance the
beauty of their products, resulting in very elegant
patterns.

According to the Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts, Iran has the most cities
and towns registered with the World Crafts
Council (WCC), followed by China with seven, Chile
with four, and India with three designated ones.

Photo exhibit to turn spotlight on Persepolis’ engraved stones

TEHRAN -A  photo
exhibit of stone carvings
of the UNESCO-registered
Persepolis bearing motifs
of plants and flowers
will be held in the Great
Museum of Khorasan, the
director of the museum
has said.

The exhibition has been
organized on the occasion
of National Arbor Day,
which will be celebrated
on March 6, Ali Safarnejad
explained on Tuesday.

The exhibit will showcase
a collection of photos by
Iranian  artist Mohsen
Omidkhoda, he added.

Persepolis, also known
as  Takht-e  Jamshid,
whose magnificent ruins
rest at the foot of Kuh-e
Rahmat (Mountain of
Mercy) is situated 60
kilometers northeast of
the city of Shiraz in Fars
province. It was the seat

though it was designed
primarily to be a showplace
and spectacular center
for the receptions and
festivals of the kings and
their empire.

Persepolis ranks among
the archaeological sites
which have no equivalent,
considering its unique
architecture, urban
planning, construction
technology, and art. This
13-ha ensemble of majestic
approaches, monumental
stairways, throne rooms
(Apadana), reception
rooms, and dependencies

archaeological sites. The
city’'s immense terrace
was begun about 518 BC
by Darius the Great, the
Achaemenid Empire’s king.
On this terrace, successive
kings erected a series of
architecturally  stunning
palatial buildings, among
them the massive Apadana
palace and the Throne Hall
(“Hundred-Column Hall”).

According to Britannica,
the stone was cut with
the utmost precision into
blocks of great size, which
were laid without mortar;
many of them are still in
place. Especially striking
are the huge columns, 13
of which still stand in the
audience hall of Darius |
(the Great; reigned 522-
486 BC), known as the
Apadana, the name given
to a similar hall built by
Darius at Susa. There are
two more columns still
standing in the entrance

assembled there from its
broken pieces.

Narratives say that
Persepolis was burnt by
Alexander the Great in 330
BC apparently as revenge
on the Persians because
it seems the Persian King
Xerxes had burnt the Greek
City of Athens around 150
years earlier.

The ancient region,
known as Pars (Fars), or
Persis, was the heart of
the Achaemenid Empire
founded by Cyrus the
Great and had its capital
in Pasargadae. Darius | the
Great moved the capital to
nearby Persepolis in the
late 6th or early 5th century
BC. Alexander the Great
defeated the Achaemenian
army at Arbela in 331
and burned Persepolis
apparently as revenge on
the Persians because it
seems the Persian King
Xerxes had burnt the Greek

hall of the Gate of Xerxes,
and a third has been

of the government of is  classified  among
the Achaemenid Empire, the world's greatest

Education museum to be established in Abhar

TEHRAN -A museum dedicated to
education is planned to be established
in the city of Abhar, west-central
Zanjan province, the provincial tourism
chief has said.

The museum could showcase the
rich history of education in this region,
Seyyed Saeid Safavi explained on
Tuesday.

Zanjan university hosts workshop on handmade jewelry

City of Athens around 150
years earlier.
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TEHRAN - Islamic Azad
University played host to
a workshop on handmade
decorations and jewelry on
Tuesday.

The workshop was aimed
to take a new look at the art
of filigree, which Zanjan is
famed for, according to Zanjan

province’s tourism chief.

The workshop was the
first of its kind in Zanjan
as it covered special know-
how, self-employment, and
self-training skills as well as
entrepreneurship essentials
with a new look at the art of
filigree, Seyyed Saeid Safavi

said.

Filigree is one of the most
important applied arts in the
central western province. It is
a type of metalworking, and
researchers have traced it
back to 550-330 BC.

The tools used to make

the filigree are very similar to
those used by goldsmiths. The
first step in making filigree is
to put stocks of silver, gold, or
copper through a rolling mill
to turn them into thin wires
about one to two millimeters
thick.



From page 1 » Shahid Beheshti
Medical Sciences, Iran Medical Sci-
ences, Sharif University of Tech-
nology, Tabriz Medical Sciences,
Amirkabir University of Technology,
Mashhad Medical Sciences, Isfahan
University of Technology, and Isfah-
an Medical Sciences Universit7 are
ranked below 50.

It should be noted that there
were 58 universities from Iran in
the ranking of universities in the
Islamic world in 2021.

ISC is the third internationally ac-
credited citation center established
in Iran based on a resolution adopted
in 2008 by the 4th Meeting of the Is-
lamic Ministers of Higher Education
(ICMHESR) in Baku, the capital of
the Republic of Azerbaijan, to index,
evaluate and publish scientific pro-
ductions in Islamic countries.

In “ISC world university rankings
by subject” includes 4 major criteria
of Education, Research, International
Activity, and Innovation.

Most recently, fifteen universities
from Iran have been listed among
the best institutions worldwide, by
the U.S. News and World Report Best
Global Universities rankings 2022.

Also, the Quacquarelli Symonds
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74 universities
represent Iran
in ISC ranking

(QS) Graduate Employability Rank-
ings 2022 list has been released,
which included three Iranian univer-

sities out of a total of 550 institutes
worldwide that highlighted graduate
employment processes.

Some 41 Iranian universities in en-
gineering sciences and 12 universi-
ties in computer sciences have made
a place among the top 1,188 universi-
ties in the world with the announce-
ment of Higher Education World Uni-
versity Rankings 2022 by subject.

Italso has introduced 59 Iranian uni-
versities among the top institutions in
World University Rankings 2022.

Atotal of 460
universities from
30 countries have
qualified for the
ranking system.

The THE Education Young Uni-
versity Rankings 2021 listed 26 Ira-
nian institutions among the world’s
best universities that are 50 years
old oryounger.

Moreover, some 34 Iranian uni-
versities and institutions were listed
among the top 1,000 in the world, ac-
cording to Shanghai Ranking’s Aca-
demic Ranking of World Universities
(ARWU) 2021.

Science and technology are cornerstones of development, Raisi says

From page 1 » “Our religious leaders benefit-
ed from the knowledge and advised the society
to learn science and wisdom.

They gave a privileged position to wise men,
scientists, and researchers and always encour-
aged someone who was a person of wisdom and
thoughtfulness.

“Our interaction with all nations and govern-
ments in the world should be for the transfer of
knowledge and technology, and our interaction with
all neighboring countries, in the region and globally,
should be based on this criterion,” Raisi highlighted.

The ending ceremony of the festival also honored
exemplary participants.

Contestants participated in the fields of
aerospace, civil engineering, materials, met-
allurgy and new energies, agriculture, natu-
ral resources, animal sciences and veterinary
medicine, electrical and computer, mechanics,
basic sciences, green technology, mechatron-
ics, biotechnology, and basic medical sciences,
industry and technology management, medical
sciences, chemical technologies, information
technology, and nanotechnology.

The selected plans of the 36th Khwarizmi Inter-
national Award included development projects in
the specialized group of electrical and computer en-
gineering, aerospace, and biotechnology.

The 24th Khwarizmi Youth Award also has four
winners who are in the specialized groups of me-

chanical engineering, metallurgy, and new energies.

The First Khwarizmi nnovation and Technolo-
gy festival also has four winners in the specialized
groups of electrical and computer engineering, new
technologies, and mechanical engineering.

Iranian Research Organization for Science and
Technology proposed the creation of the Khwarizmi
Award in memory of Abu Jafar Mohammad Ibn Mou-
sa Khwarizmi, the great Iranian Mathematician, and
Astronomer (770-840 CE).

The first session of the Khwarizmi Award, in 1987,
called for Iranian nationals to present their out-
standing contribution, invention, or innovation.

“Our interaction with all
nations and governments
in the world should be for
the transfer of knowledge

and technology”

Innovation, technology ecosystem

The country’s progressing process of devel-
opment has accelerated with the emphasis on
the formation of the technology and innova-
tion ecosystem and the approval of laws for

supporting knowledge-based companies and
boosting Iran-made products.

Today, we are witnessing the positive effects
of adopting the approach in the economy, cul-
ture, and daily life of people.

the Vice Presidency for Science, Technology, and
Knowledge-Based Economy has reported that the
sales of knowledge-based companies in the fiscal
year 1400 (March 2021-March 2022) hit 4,000 tril-
lion rials (about $10 billion) compared to the fiscal
year 1399, an increase of 86 percent year on year.

Improving the scientific level of society, achieving
high global rankings in the number of scientific ar-
ticles, references, and patenting, reducing the illit-
eracy rate, and increasing the number of university
courses and students are only a part of the achieve-
ments after the victory of the Islamic Revolution.

According to the latest statistics, a total of
8,046 knowledge-based companies are operat-
ing in the country.

The number of knowledge-based companies
in biotechnology, agriculture, and food industries
is 362, in advanced pharmaceuticals is 480, in ad-
vanced materials (chemistry and polymer) is 1130,
and in advanced machinery and equipment is 1721.

Moreover, 326 companies are operating in the field
of medical equipment, 1821 companies in electricity
and electronics, 1778 companies in information tech-
nology, 397 companies in commercialization, and 31
companies in creative industries and humanities.
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Straight Truth

Where and when next major
earthquakes may occur?

(Part4)

Due to the dispersion of geodetic stations, it
was not possible to determine the slip rate of
different parts of the Eastern Anatolian fault
system, but some GPS data monitored since the
1990s, are available.

With these data, the slip velocities on different
parts of the fault can be calculated at least for
the last decades.

Large earthquakes may also occur in more
stable areas of the continental crust. Significant
amounts of elastic strain can be released on geo-
logic structures far from plate boundary faults.
Plate boundaries are where the vast majority of
Earth’s seismic activity takes place.

Intraplate earthquakes have different spatial
and temporal patterns than plate boundaries.
These earthquakes occur in areas where the level
of tectonic stress is negligible and they occur when
the accumulation of local tectonic stress in active
faults reaches the threshold of failure.

As a result, earthquakes can occur in areas with
no previous seismic history and no surface evi-
dence for strain accumulation.

Thus, the seismic hazard of such earth-
quakes is likely to be greater than that indicat-
ed by past earthquakes, current seismicity, or
tectonic strain rates.

In Syriaand the adjacent lands in the north of the
Arabian Plate, the neotectonic structure of the re-
gion is affected by displacements along the parts
of the Dead Sea transform fault.

Taurus thrust fault (Bitlis) continues in the
east and then the main Zagros thrust. The short-
ening of the Palmyra-Anti-Lebanon thrust belt

has separated the Aleppo block from the main
part of the Arabian plate. The Dead Sea fault is
active in the area of the Sham fault.

The countries of Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, United
Arab Emirates, Oman, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Jordan, and Iraq are located on the Arabian plate.

The Red Sea is opening at a rate of approximate-
ly 10 mm per year, and the Gulf of Aden is believed
to be a growing rift. The westward opening occurs
atarate of approximately 3 mm per year.

As the Red Sea continues to open, the Ara-
bian Plate finally collides with Eurasia, and the
Zagros Mountains are formed.

These mountain ranges are shortened by
9:3 mm per year in the southeast and 5:3 mm
per year in the northwest.

The Dead Sea Transform Fault borders the Ara-
bian Plate to the west and has experienced approx-
imately 107 km of left-lateral displacement since
the mid-Miocene, equivalent to approximately
6-10 mm/yr of slip on the fault. Finally, the sheet is
bounded in the east by the Owen fault zone.

In the Dead Sea fault system, an increase in
relative motion from 5.6 to 7.5 mm per year can
be seen from south to north.

Relative motions at other plate boundaries
(including the Anatolian and Aegean subplate)
are consistent with displacements reported in
focal mechanisms for severe earthquakes—a
magnitude greater than 6.

The data relating to the sliding speed of the
plate boundary faults (East Anatolian Fault, Dead
Sea Fault, Red Sea Rift) are available.

Concluded

WORLD RAMSARSSITES

Bumdeling

Bumdeling is an important wintering ground in Bhu-
tan for some 160 black-necked cranes (Grus nigricollis)
who migrate from the Tibetan plateau each year. Up-
stream of the Kholong Chhu outside the Ramsar Site,
is also the area where Bhutan's national butterfly, Bhu-
tanitis ludlowi, endemic to Tashi Yangtse was rediscov-
ered in August 2009 after 75 years by Frank Ludlow
and George Sheriff in 1933-1934.

It is listed on Appendix Il of CITES, restricting any

Knowledge-based companles mwted to Kenya expos

international trade. The habitat of Bhutanitis lud-
lowi is about 6 hours walking distance towards the
northern side of the Bumdeling wetland.

Noteworthy flora

Bumdeling wetland is rich in floral diversity
comprising 125 species in the area and surround-
ings, where 3.2% (4 species) is pteridophytes,
2.4% (three species) gymnosperms and 94.4%
(118 species) angiosperms.

Source: Ramsar.org

TEHRAN - Iran House of Innovation
and Technology (iHiT) has invited knowl-
edge-bhased companies to attend inter-
national exhibitions in Kenya.

The 10th Africa’s Prime oil and gas
expo, the 4th Power and Energy Africa
2023, and the 8th solar Africa 2023 will
be held in the African country from May
18-20, 2023, IRNA reported.

In January 20271, the Iran House of In-
novation and Technology was officially
inaugurated in the Kenyan capital of Nai-
robi, as the first center in Africa.

Houses of innovation and technolo-
gy have already been set up in countries
such as Russia, Turkey, China, Syria, Ar-
menia, Kenya, and Iraq.

reach its peak.

Then vice-president for science and
technology, Sourena Sattari, official-

Houses of innovation
and technology have
already been set up in
Russia, Turkey, China,
Syria, Armenia, Kenya,
and Iraq.

ly opened the center which serves as
a base for the creation of innovative

ideas, the commercialization of these
ideas, and the export of Iranian knowl-
edge-based products and services to
the East African market.

The iHiT, by supporting innovative
ideas, and holding technological and in-
novative events will be a platform for the
development and promotion of Iranian
knowledge-based companies, startups,
and creative industries.

Atotal of 400 trillion rials (nearly $800
million) will be allocated to the innovation
ecosystem of the country.

Four organizations of the Innovation
and Prosperity Fund, the Vice Presi-
dency for Science and Technology, the
Association of Private Banks and Cred-
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Precipitation forecast to reach
above normal in next 3 months

The country is predicted to receive above normal rainfall
over the next three months (February 20-May 21), head
of the climatological research institute affiliated to Iran’s
Meteorological Organization (IMO) has said.

The whole country will meet normal and above normal
rainfalls, the northern parts will receive above normal rainfall
while southern provinces will receive normal to lower-than-
normalrainfall, IRNA quoted Iman Babaeian as saying on Sunday.

This month, northern and eastern provinces will receive
rain above normal averages, while in the first month of spring
precipitation will be at normal amounts across the country, he
noted, adding, during the second month of spring rainfall will
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it Institutions, and the Coordinating
Council of State and Semi-State Banks,
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing to develop a knowledge-based
economy and innovation and technolo-
gy financing fields.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei desig-
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nated the current Iranian year (March
2022-March 2023) as “The Year of
Production: Knowledge-Based and
Job-Creating”. Strengthening knowl-
edge-based companies are on the
agenda, raising hope for reducing ob-
stacles on the path to development.

In this regard, a strategic technology
development headquarters was formed
and 362,000 technological projects and
154 commercialization projects were
supported, in addition to the inaugura-
tion of 23 national mega projects.

Moreover, in the field of innovation and
entrepreneurship ecosystem develop-
ment, 65 creative houses and innovation
centers, and 30 specialized accelerators

elements of Noruz in Iran.

have been established with the aim of
empowering and strengthening the ex-
port capacity of knowledge-based, cre-
ative, and technological companies.

Knowledge-based companies and cre-
ative startups have grown over the past
five years, and Iran has risen 45 places in
the Global Innovation Index, according to
the UNESCO 2021 Report.

The Global nnovation Index in Iran
from 2015 to 2019 has risen from 106 to
61 with continuous improvement, show-
ing 45 steps of growth.

The development of accelerators and
innovation centers over the last five years
has led to arapid increase in startups and
knowledge-based companies.

Gldﬁh ready to adorn Haft Seen

Goldfish is inseparable from Haft Seen, an arrangement of seven symbolic items for
Noruz starting with ‘S’ in the Persian language.

Although goldfish does not start with ‘S’, it has always been considered one of the
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

The best among you is the one who doesn’t harm others with his
tongue and hands.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:17 Evening: 18:17

Dawn: 5:10 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 6:34 (tomorrow)

Iran; classical Persian literature

Part13

In this early period of Sufi propagation,
a great and solitary, though oft-visited,
master appeared: Bayazid Bestami (d. 874).
He left behind a legacy of maxims in Persian
that had a lasting influence. In these one
senses an Indian influence and a highly
developed consciousness of one who has
attained union with God (Zaehner).

At the beginning of the following century
a remarkable figure, Mansur-e Hallaj, found
Khorasan receptive to his radical form of
mysticism.

He was eventually martyred in Baghdad in
922 for having dared to testify to his union with
the Almighty/Truth. Mystical love, which is at
the origin of all literary expression in Iranian
Sufism, truly asserted itself with Hallaj.

A third important phase in the history of
Iranian Sufism occurs with the monumental
work in Arabic of Ebn al-Arabi who was born
in Murcia, traveled much, and finally settled
in Anatolia.

He died in 1241 during a sojourn in
Damascus, at the time when Jalal ad-Din
Rumi was teaching in Konya.

His disciple and interpreter, Sadr ad-
Din Qunawi (d. 1274), spread his master’s
thoughts throughout the Iranian cultural
sphere. For example, Jami’s literary output
at the court in Herat during the 15th century
was accomplished under the influence of
the Andalusian master and determined the
principal direction of Sufi thought in Sunnism
to this day.

The great figure of Najm ad-Din Kobra (d.
1220) is a good example of a founder of a Sufi
order (Mole, 1961). He trained many disciples
of renown, including Najm ad-Din Razi Daya
(d. 1256), whose literary output includes the
well-known, long treatise, the Path of God’s
Bondsmen (Mersad al-ebad).

The work has had a lasting influence on
Iranian Sufism and is noted for its eloquence
as well as for its valuable discourse on a
range of Sufi doctrines and beliefs.

In the history of Iranian Sufism, one
should take note of the Ghazali brothers:
Abu Hamed Mohammad (d. 1111) and Ahmad
(d. 1126) as well as the disciple of the latter,
Ayn al-Qozat al-Hamadani, mentioned in an
earlier section.

These masters of Iranian Sufism produced
works in Persian and Arabic that contain
sophisticated mystical and doctrinal
arguments couched in magnificent prose.

Here we should take note of some other
important texts in Iranian Sufism. In the 10th
century, Sufi apologists found it necessary
to defend their tenets against possible
objections by theologians apprehensive
about the emerging movement of Sufism.

Thus al-Sarraj of Tus (d. 988) and al-
Kalabadi (d. 995) from the Bukhara region,
both influenced by Hallaj, wrote two
influential texts in Arabic.

In the following century, in Nishapur,
Qosheyri (d. 1072) followed suit through a
famous epistle (Resala) that he wrote in
Arabic and which was soon translated into
Persian.

His disciple, Hojviri (d. ca. 1074) was the
author of the first treatise on Sufism written
in Persian. Benefiting from the work of his
predecessors, he composed The Revelation
of the Hidden (Kashf al-mahjub), rich in both
content and style. These works form the

basis of Sufi philosophy.

However, the literary expression of
Sufism, as opposed to the many descriptive
and explicatory treatises on its nature, was
already in progress before, especially thanks
to Abu Sa’'id Abil-Khayr (d. 1049).

It was largely due to him that Sufism
asserted itself in Persian literature. At first
a fervent ascetic, he became an inspiring
preacher in Nishapur, personally reciting his
own compositions of quatrains.

Written by one his descendants, his
biography is an early example of the
hagiographic genre from this period. His
predecessor, Ali Kharagani (d. 1033), was an
ascetic established near Bestam, where his
hermitage was often visited.

Many of his sayings and prayers have
survived. A spiritual disciple of Bayazid
Bestami, he in turn was the master of the
famous Abdollah Ansari of Herat (d. 1089),
a major figure in Sufism (de Laugier de
Beaurecueil), influenced by the rigors of
Hanbalism and the demands of divine love.

Though his work is in Arabic, some letters
and his ardent prayers and meditations
(Monajat) survive in Persian.

In the early 12th century, the already
mentioned Garden of Truth by Sanai served
as a model for generations of poets. An
unfinished work, composed in more than
10,000 bayts, it has an encyclopedic range
and is the work of a remarkable storyteller
with a sharp eye for the weaknesses and the
corruption of his contemporary world.

His verses are a testimony to his personal
beliefs and spiritual thoughts as well as his
attachment to the court at Ghazni (de Bruijn).

This mode of conduct, keeping one’s own
entity separate and intact from centers of
power and opulence but persisting in giving
one’s opinion and offering advice to the
court and its notables, became the modus
operandi for many a Sufi poet.

Attar was born in Nishapur (ca. 1119) and
lived there until his death (ca. 1190). His
divan, a vast collection of short and intensely
spiritual poems, merits a study on its own.

It has perhaps been overshadowed by
the popularity of his long narrative poems
describing the path of mystical initiation.
These, most of which have been translated
into French and English, include the
Conference of the Birds (Manteq al-tayr), The
Book of the Divine (Elahi-nama), The Book of
Adversity (Mosibat-nama), and The Book of
Mysteries (Asrar-nama).

As for The Memorial of the Saints (Tazkerat
al-awliya), it is the first major collection of
hagiographic lives in Persian literature and
a fine example of Persian prose of the 12th
century. Attar’s authority was such that
some twenty other masnavis have been
attributed to him (Ritter).

Jalal ad-Din Rumi, rightfully claimed to
inherit the mantle of Sanai and Attar. Son of
Baha ad-Din Mohammad Walad (a famous
preacher whose sermons are extant and have
been published), he was born in Balkh in 1207.

The family was living in Samargand, when,
as the Mongols approached, they had to flee
westwards towards Anatolia, settling finally
in Konya, where his father had been invited
to preach by the reigning Seljuk prince. Jalal
ad-Din succeeded his father.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued.

Arabic editions of children’s books by

Iranian writers

Frome Page 1 » Containing three
stories, “Deformed Doll” teaches
children to thank God for peace,
contentment and faithfulness to
promise.

“Three Missing Hazelnuts” also
contains three stories. The first
story is about God’'s power in
creating colors in nature.

The second story is about
respect for nature and the
protection of the environment, and
the final one informs of laughter
and crying as God’s blessings that
help achieve serenity.

In “Underground  Playing”,
Jobert intends to teach children
to acknowledge God’s will for the
diversity of foods and help them to
live with hope and friendship.

“A Nice Photograph”, “A Blonde
Doll”, “Scent of Flowers” and “Party
Dress” from Babajani’s ten-volume
serieson hijabwerealso introduced
in the book inauguration event at
the Muscat fair.

The collection follows a little
girl namely Hannaneh in different
stories.

The Iran Book and Literature
House represents Iranian
publishers at the Muscat
International Book Fair, which will
run until March 4.

Over 800 titles on art, literature,

offgrgd at Mucat fair
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Arabic editions of eleven children’s books by Iranian writers are on view at fran’s pavilion during the Muscat

International Book Fair; Oman.

Iranian studies, philosophy, and
Islamic studies from 40 Iranian
publishing houses are on view at
the exhibition.

The Muscat fair has been
launched since its first stages
until today with rapid steps of
development and expansion.

Since its launch in 1992 and

until this year, the exhibition
has registered an upward index
on several levels, including the
number of participating countries,
the number of participating
publishing houses, spaces and
public attendance.

The idea of establishing an
international book fair in the

sultanate as a cultural, intellectual
and awareness project came
in response to the need of the
cultural knowledge arena in the
sultanate to establish a book fair
as book exhibitions are one of the
most essential information tools
to gain knowledge and highlight
intellectual production.
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‘Adjustment” by Iranian director Mehrdad Hassani.
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TEHRAN - Acclaimed Iranian short drama
“Adjustment” will compete in the 26th
International Film Festival Zoom-Zblizenia,
Poland.

In this film directed by Mehrdad Hassani,
9-year-old Shahrokh has to make a decision
about whether or not to embrace their true
gender identity, their true self in face of the
intolerance within their family and village.

The film has been screened at several
international events and won awards,
including the best short fiction award at the
2022 Barcelona Human Rights Film Festival.

The 2022 Chicago International Children’s
Film Festival also honored the film with the
Embrace Award.

“Adjustment” also won the Grand Prix at
the Busan International Short Film Festival.

Zoom-Zblizenia to screen Iran “Adjustment”

The film will compete with 59 fiction films
in the Zoom-Zblizenia film festival, which
will take place from March 6 to 12 at the
Local Community Center in Jelenia Gora.

A jury comprising screenwriter Beata
Dzianowicz, journalist Daniel Antosik and
director Malgorzata Imielska will select
winners.

The festival is one of the largest and most
important independent cinema festivals in
Poland. It is organized as part of the project,
Polish-Czech Close-Ups, which is co-
financed by the European Union within the
European Regional Development Fund and
the state budget through the Euroregion
Nysa.

Its aim is to present the author’s cinema,
ambitious, high artistic value, moving
independent and original subject matter, as
well as the promotion of independent film art.

Because the main aim of the festival
is the presentation of the filmmakers’
accomplishments, coupled with any new
trends and ideas in the independent movie-
making scene, the character of the festival
makes room for a variety of forms. There are
no restrictions on themes and topics.

“Hygiene and the Assassin” published in Persian

been

TEHRAN - “Hygiene and the
Assassin” by Belgian novelist
Amelie Nothomb has been
published in Persian by Qatreh.

Shahrzad Salashur is the
translator of Nothomb’s debut
novel first published in 1992.

Nothomb is one of Europe’s
most successful and controversial
authors. She wrote “Hygiene and
the Assassin” when she was only
twenty-five, and it became an
instant bestseller across Europe.

Prétextat Tach, Nobel Prize
winner and one of the world’s
most renowned novelists, has
two months to live. He has

Front cover of the Persian edition
of Amelie Nothomb’s novel
“Hygiene and the Assassin’.

in seclusion for years,
refusing interviews and public
appearances.

But as news of his impending
death becomes public, intrepid
journalists from around the globe
flock to his home in pursuit of an
interview with the elusive author.

Oneaftertheothertheydiscover
that, far from being the literary
luminary they imagined, Tach has
become an obese misogynist, a
petulant bigot, an embittered, and
disgusting madman.

The world’s most famous
author turns out to be the worst
misanthrope imaginable.

But Nina, the final journalist and
the only female to interview Tach,
calls the celebrated author’s bluff
and beats him at his own game.

Her questions and the author’s
biting responses fly in a triumph
of brilliant repartee, and Tach is
led to a definitive confrontation
with his past, while Nina discovers
that in love nothing is ever as
straightforward as it seems.

The novel was adapted for film by
Frangois Ruggieri in 1999. It starred
Jean Yanne as Prétextat Tach,
Barbara Schulz as Nina, as well as
Catherine Hiegel, Sophie Broustal,
Jean Prat and Richard Gotainer.

Art Bureau reviews MKO story “Militia”

“Militia” has been reviewed by literary critic
Razieh Tojjar at the Art Bureau of the Islamic
Ideology Dissemination Organization.

The book was written by Maryam Ramezani
and published by Stareha publishing house
in collaboration with the Khorasan Razavi Art
Bureau as a narrative of the crimes of the MKO
and Hasheminejad’s martyrdom.

In this session, Maryam Ramezani, the author
of the book, stated that the original plot has been
kept and the story is written in the form of a novel,
the only point that it has in common with reality is
the age of the assailant of Hasheminejad, and the
common ground with the real story.

In response to the question regarding Martyr
Hasheminejad’s role, the author said: “Rather
than focus on Martyr Hasheminejad, we opted to
focus on Mojahedin-e-Khalg, their methods and
organizational rules, as well as their work process.”

According to the author, the main purpose of
this novel is to introduce the Mojahedin-e-Khalg
crimes, so that people can examine another view
of this organization and the impact it has on
individuals and their families. That's why they did
not focus on the character of martyr Hasheminejad,
however, he was an effective force in Mashhad at
that time, who was killed by MKO.

Razia Tojjar said: “While it is true that the
main character, Atta, is hurt so severely by the
Mojahedin-e-Khalg, the main cause of which is
his father, | believe the destruction and what the
MKO has done should have been presented with a
bit more prominence and concern”

This critic mentioned that the construction of the
book is praiseworthy and the author did not take a
linear course and tried to have multiple perspectives
and narrators, and this is a kind of innovation that
we hear cases from different narrators and this
issue involves the reader’s participation in the story.

4
She also stated that the characterizations are a
bit poor and we can't really understand the essence
of the characters, and their beliefs.
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