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Israel on the path
to “collapse”
fwo -Wa Road: Raisi
TEHRAN- The apartheid Israeli regime has > Page 2

recently been rocked by many scandals that
experts predict will hasten its collapse.

Measures taken by scandal-hit Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to avoid pun-
ishment in court has seen hundreds of thou-
sands of Israeli settlers take to the streets
across the occupied Palestinian territories
for at least seven weeks now.

The on-going demonstrations have
tumed violent with settlers engaging in
heavy clashes with the regime’s forces.

Last month, the regime’s former Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett warned of a “civil
war in Israel” and called for talks to be held
on Netanyahu’s amendments.

“A settlement can be reached regarding
the judicial amendments,” Bennett said.
“There are things that must be fixed and
changed, but we should not go from one ex-
treme to another” » Page 5

Belgian court
maintains prisoner
swap deal with Iran

TEHRAN - A plea for the revocation of a trea-
ty with Iran that permits the exchange of pris-
oners between Iran and Belgium is rejected by
the Constitutional Court of Belgium.

In a news statement on Friday, the court
said that it had rejected the annulment re-
quest made by the anti-Iran terrorist Muja-
hedin-e-Khalg Organization (MKO).

According to the treaty, Iranians found
guilty in Belgium might spend their sentenc-
es at home, and vice versa.

The treaty can result in the release of
Iranian diplomat Assadollah Assadi, who
has been unjustly detained in the European
country.» Page 2

UN chief, Qatar FM
hold talks on Iran
nuclear deal

TEHRAN - UN Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres and Qatari Foreign Minister
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani held
talks on the latest issues surrounding the
2015 Iran nuclear deal on the opening day
of the UN’s Least Developed Countries (LDC)
summit in Doha on Saturday.

Qatar has been acting as intermediary in
transferring messages between Iran and the
U.S., which quit the nuclear deal under its
former president Donald Trump in May 2018.

Guterres has also been insisting on the
need to restore the nuclear deal, officially
called the JCPOA.

Australia beat Iran at
U20 AFC Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Australia defeated Iran 3-2 to
revive their hopes of advancing from Group
B of the AFC U20 AFC Asian Cup Uzbekistan
2023 on Saturday.

The win means Australia are back in the
race for a quarterfinals spot after having lost
their opener to Vietnam while Iran’s defeat
means they will have to do it the hard after
failing to build on their victory against Qatar.

Australia found the breakthrough in the
eighth minute when Adrian Segecic released
Jed Drew, who in turn fed Aidan Simmons to
strike home from close range.

Australia’s second was spectacular with
Segecic squeezing in his free-kick into the
bottom left corner, with Iran keeper Adib Za-
rei left with no chance.

Iran came back fighting and reduced the
deficit in the 25th minute with Amirreza Es-
lamtalab finishing off Mersad Seifi’'s cross
from the left flank. » Page 3
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Iran, Venezuela launch direct shipping line

TEHRAN - Iran and Venezuela have
launched a direct shipping route to enhance
trade ties amid U.S. sanctions, the Iranian
embassy in Caracas announced in a state-
ment released on Friday.

According to the statement, the route seeks
to facilitate the interaction between traders in
both countries, Mehr News Agency reported.

Appreciating the efforts of the Islamic

ISHANA/ Mojtaba Mohseni

Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL), the
embassy said a cargo ship will leave Iran for
Venezuela every three months.

The IRISL said last week that a ship carrying
Iranian goods will head to Venezuela in May.

In late December 2022, the state-owned
shipping company had notified Iranian au-
thorities and the chambers of commerce of
the country, expressing readiness to create a

Iran, Oman ink MOU on oil, gas, petchem, petro-refining co-op

TEHRAN- Iran and Oman signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) in Tehran
on Saturday on cooperation in the development of oil and gas fields, investment mak-
ing in petrochemical and petro-refining sectors, and the export of oil products and

petrochemicals, Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji announced.
0ji made the remarks addressing the press on the sidelines of his meeting with Omani

Minister of Energy and Minerals Salim al-Aufi at the place of Oil Ministry.

Page 4

regular shipping line to export Iranian com-
modities to Venezuela.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
made an official visit to Iran in June 2022, ink-
ing a 20-year partnership agreement aimed
at improving bilateral cooperation in various
fields such as technology, agriculture, oil and
gas, petrochemicals, tourism as well as cul-
ture. » Page &4

Blood donation rises
by 9.5% in 11 months

TEHRAN - In the first 11 months of the
current Iranian calendar year, which ended
on February 19, some two million Iranians
donated blood across the country.

A total of 2.5 million people referred to
the blood donation centers nationwide over
the 11-month period, IRNA quoted the Blood
Transfusion Organization spokesman, Abbas
Sedagat, saying on Saturday.

In the aforementioned period, blood
donation has increased by 9.5 percent
compared to the same period last year,
he added.

He went on to say that the highest blood
donation growth was recorded in North Kho-
rasan province at 34.7 percent, llam province
at 21.7 percent, and Lorestan province at 20.8
percent growth, respectively.

Also, people in Tehran donated 10.52 per-
cent more blood in the first eleven months of
this year compared to the same period last
year, he added.

Donors who successfully donate blood
twice or more within 12 months are consid-
ered continuous donors. » Page 7

Tepe Hissar: a cultural gem linking Mesopotamia to Central Asia

TEHRAN - Tepe Hissar is one of the first
systematically excavated Bronze Age settle-
ments in the northern Iranian plateau.

Situated in the village of Heydarabad just
south of Damghan in Semnan province, Tepe
Hissar is noteworthy for its continuous occupa-
tion from the fifth to the second millennium BC.

Experts believe that Tepe Hissar is promi-

nently positioned as a cultural link between
Mesopotamia and Central Asia due to the
quantity and complexity of its excavated ar-
tifacts and funerary practices.

The human occupation at the site has been
divided into three major periods (l, Il, and III).
So far, several seasons of excavation have
been undertaken at the site, including the
ones conducted by the University of Pennsyl-

vania Museum of Archaeology and Anthro-
pology.

Tepe Hissar has yielded a wide variety of
evidence of the past. To the north lie valleys
rich in lead, flint, wood, fruit, deer, stag, boar,
fish, and fowl; to the south, the periphery of
the great desert, with known occurrences of
gold, copper, turquoise, semi-arid fauna, and
herds of gazelles and onagers. » Page 6
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in Yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Dimensions of Grossi’s
trip to Tehran

Although there are a lot of assump-
tions about Rafael Grossi’s visit to Tehran,
it seems that before his arrival in Iran,
Massimo Aparo, the IAEA Deputy Director
General and Head of the Department of
Safeguards, reached an agreement with
the officials in Tehran, otherwise chief of
the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran did
not invite Grossi to Tehran, Arman-e-Melli
wrote. » Page 2

Iran rules out UK
claimon arms
confiscation

TEHRAN - The British navy claimed on
Thursday that a boat carrying Iranian weap-
onry likely to Yemen had been apprehended
off the coast of the Sea of Oman in a com-
bined operation with the US., however the
claim has been denied by the Iranian Foreign
Ministry.

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesperson for the
Foreign Ministry, issued a statement on Fri-
day refuting the claim as false.

He also asserted that the nations that pro-
vided weapons worth billions of dollars to
an aggressor coalition, which has resulted in
the deaths of people and the destruction of
Yemen, could not be absolved of their trans-
gressions by making allegations against oth-
ers.

According to the Foreign Ministry website,
the spokesman stated that the governments
that have historically been the primary per-
petrators of war propaganda and the largest
arms suppliers to conflict-hit zones across
the globe are now attempting to hoodwink
public opinion by making untrue claims and
disseminating lies.

“Instead of spreading false information and
denying their responsibilities for the imposed
war against the defenseless and oppressed
Yemeni people,” Kanaani remarked, “such na-
tions had better put an end to their opportu-
nistic and profit-seeking approaches toward
the oppressive war in Yemen.'» Page 2

“Upstay’, “Paper
Offerings” top at

Intl. 100-Second
Film Festival

TEHRAN - “Upstay” and “Paper Offerings”
won awards for best films in different
categories at the 13th edition of the
International 100-Second Film Festival.

“Upstay” by Colombian filmmaker Carlos
Andrés Reyes shared the award for best
fiction film with “La Nube” (“The Cloud”) by
an unnamed director in the international
competition of the festival.

“Upstay” is about two brothers who
communicate using a tin can phone even
when one of them is in the afterlife.

“Paper Offerings” was picked as best
animated film. The film has been co-directed
by Singaporean students Ning Xuan Tan,
Vanessa Ming Yan Ng and Winona Marie
Labarinto Mazo.

“Paper Offerings” is the debut film of the
team, all members of which are currently
studying at the School of Art, Design
and Media of the Nanyang Technological
University in Singapore. » Page 8
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Arman-e-Melli: Dimensions of Grossi’s trip to Tehran

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in Thursday’s Iranian newspapers.

Although there are a lot of assumptions
about Rafael Grossi’s visit to Tehran, it seems
that before his arrival in Iran, Massimo Aparo,
the IAEA Deputy Director General and Head
of the Department of Safeguards, reached an
agreement with the officials in Tehran, other-
wise chief of the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran did not invite Grossi to Tehran, Ar-
man-e-Melli wrote.

That's because Iran had previously an-
nounced that Grossi’s visit to Tehran should
have results.

Now that he has been invited to Tehran, it is
likely that the agreement has been finalized.

Now that Grossi has traveled to Tehran, if an
agreement is made and officially announced,
it can be considered a big step forward in the
relations between Tehran and the IAEA.

With anew deal, lran must answer the agen-
cy’s questions about three sites, and the body
declare that Iran’s responses were convincing.

It seems that if such a matter is realized, the
grounds for Iran and dialogue partners will be
provided because one of the main obstacles to
revive the 2015 nuclear agreement last year
was the IAEA’'s questions.

Javan: Washington is told to agree with
Iranians before it is too late

Javan newspaper writes: As the IAEAs
ever-fussy director general has traveled to
Tehran, there are whispers of disagreement
between the U.S. and Europe over the type of
response to Tehran.

The Wall Street Journal reported on Thurs-
day about a dispute between the US. and its
European allies about a reaction to the alleged
production of 84 % uranium in Iran.

The WSJ cited several Western diplomats
as saying Britain, France, and Germany seek a
resolution against Tehran during the looming
meeting of the IAEA’s Board of Governors, but
Biden’s government does not agree.

With the unrest fading in Iran, it seems that
the White House is trying to keep the doors
of the negotiations open. But Europeans are
trying to increase pressure against Iran at the
IAEA board.

Some Western officials and observers
believe that intensifying the pressure and
blocking the negotiations will lead Iran to
develop its nuclear program and told Wash-
ington to agree with the Iranians as soon as
possible.

Sobhe No: Washington waits for end of
Grossi visit to Tehran

Referring to visit by IAEA Director Gener-
al Rafael Grossi to Tehran, Sobhe No writes:
Some say Iran should continue to cooperate
with the agency (IAEA) to close its case. Oth-
ers emphasize Iran’s withdrawal from the
Non-Proliferation Treaty aka NPT.

Those who push for Iran’s withdrawal from
the NPT say that the Zionist regime is not a
signatory to the NPT and no country has pro-
tested it. They argue getting out of the treaty
will raise the West's concern over Iran’s nu-
clear industry and will eventually redefine the
balance of power between Iran and the West.

But Grossi’s trip to Iran is important because
after returning to Vienna, he will present a re-
port on the 84% enrichment claims.

In this regard, a senior U.S. official told Al
-Arabiya that we know that Rafael Grossi is
expected to meet high-ranking officials in
Tehran, so Washington will wait until the end
of the meetings.

Quds: Tehran and Moscow in search of a
new world order

In an interview with the Quds newspaper,
Omid Babelian, a political expert, says: Consid-
ering the change in the balance in the world,
Iran, China, and Russia are looking for a multi-
polar world, and Tehran is trying to find its own
place in the new and multipolar order.

Referring to the upcoming visit of Iran’s
chief diplomat to Moscow as a part of Iran’s
independent foreign policy approach to-
wards friendly and neighboring countries
as well as international relations, Babelian
says: Iran seeks to establish ‘balance’ in its
diplomacy. Pushing for nuclear negotiations
and visits by senior Iranian officials to China
and Russia fall within this policy. Reinforc-
ing relations with India is also a sign of Iran’s
balanced foreign policy.

“This is why Iran and Russia, in line with the
new balance of power, support a multipolar
world outside unipolar and bipolar stereo-
types,” he added.

Kayhan: Arab diplomats are in queue to go
to Damascus instead of Tel Aviv, why?

Kayhan writes: Iran is the “heart and head”
of West Asia. It is a big mistake if we under-
estimate the power and position of the Islamic
Republic.

An example, in this case, is Iran’s influence
on Syria’s developments.

As we know, during the past month, many
diplomats from Arab countries have gone to
Damascus. They are trying to rebuild their po-
litical and diplomatic relations with Syrial

Which Syria?
The country where Arab countries spent bil-

lions of dollars to overthrow its government,
accusing it of being an ally of Iran.

The coalition between the two countries,
the Islamic Republic and the Syrian Arab Re-
public, still remains, and there has not been
a minor change in it, but the Arab countries
that are enemies of Syria have lined up to
re-establish relations with it. There is a lot
to say about this.

Belgian court maintains prisoner
swap deal with Iran

from page 1 » Since the triumph of the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iran in 1979, the MKO has
carried out terror attacks that have resulted in
the deaths of thousands of Iranians.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has vehemently de-
nounced the jail sentence against Assadi, call-
ing it wholly illegal, a breach of diplomatic im-
munity, and a manipulation of Belgium being
by the MKO.

“Unfortunately, Belgium and some other
European countries have taken such illegal
and unjustifiable actions against Assadi under
the influence of the atmosphere that has been
created by the hostile MKO terrorist group on
Europe’s soil,” the ministry said at the time.

The so-called “National Council of Resis-
tance of Iran (NCRI)” has been attempting to
dispute it in court, arguing that Assadi should
continue to be imprisoned.

TEHRAN- Director General
of International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency Rafael Grossi visited
Tehran on Friday evening and
held separate meetings with top
Iranian officials on Saturday.

This is Grossi's fourth trip
to Iran since taking office in
December 2019. The visit took
place prior to the IAEA Board of
Governors meeting on Monday.

Grossi held talks on Saturday
with Iran’s nuclear chief Mo-
hammad Eslami, Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
and President Ebrahim Raisi.

In meeting with Grossi, Pres-
ident Raisi underlined the need
to maintain the autonomy of the
UN nuclear agency.

President Raisi stressed that
maintaining the independence
of the IAEA and respecting the
rights of the Iranian people are
essential to bilateral collabora-
tion and such a cooperation is a
two-way road, said Mohammad
Jamshidi, chief of the presiden-
tial office for political affairs.

Jamshidi also said Grossi ex-
pressed satisfaction over his
talks with Iranian officials to
reach a “common agenda” to
facilitated the path for cooper-
ation.

“In his meeting with president
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Raisi, Rafael Grossi expressed
satisfaction with a common
agenda reached to pave the way
for cooperation. President Raisi
called cooperation a two-way
street that continues based on
Agency independence and ful-
filment of the rights of Iranian
nation,” Jamshidi tweeted.

The Iranian president also
noted that the multiple visits
of IAEA’s officials to the country
demonstrate Tehran’s strong
will to cooperate constructively
with the UN body.

He went on to say that Iran
does expect the Agency’s activi-
ties will not be overshadowed by
the specific political machina-
tions of world powers.

Raisi urged the IAEA chief to
mention the veracity of Iran’s
peaceful nuclear activities
based on professional behavior
and maintaining neutrality.

Referring to the meetings held
between Grossi and the senior
Iranian authorities in Tehran,
the president expressed hope
that the Agency would act based
on professional and fair behav-
ior and respect the principle of
neutrality to clarify country’s
adherence to the international
laws and regulations.

Raisi asserted that certain
countries, including the US.

-

and the Israeli regime, have ex-
ploited the nuclear issue as an
excuse to put more pressure
on the Iranian people whereas
the Tel Aviv regime has refused
to sign the nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT) does not
allow inspection of its nuclear
activities.

Grossi, for his part, said that
the cooperation between Iran
and the IAEA is long-standing
and positive and it is necessary
to continue “high-level coopera-
tion in order to strengthen bilat-
eral relations.”

The IAEA head also noted that
“the ill-wishers are reluctant to
view the bilateral cooperation
between Iran and the Agency to
bear fruit; however, the devel-
opment of bilateral cooperation
can be the best answer to them””

He stressed that “it is palpa-
ble that who is culprit for the
current stalemate in the revival
of JCPOA talks”

“During the meetings with
the top Iranian officials, | to-
tally found their will serious in
salvaging the JCPOA to secure
nation’s interests,” Grossi high-
lighted.

Iran, IAEA vow to strengthen
cooperative ties

In meeting between Foreign
Minister Abdollahian and the
IAEA director, both sides dis-
cussed the process of coopera-
tion between Iran and the Agen-
cy, underling improvement of
more constructive interactions.

Amir Abdollahian underscored
the serious will of the Islamic
Republic to resolve the technical
issues of Safeguards Agreement
in the shortest possible time.

For his part, Grossi empha-
sized the Agency’s readiness to
solve issues through technical
means.

While stressing the impor-

Raisi

tance of diplomacy and dialogue
to solve issues, Grossi also said
he embraces any constructive
initiative to help the progress
and conclusion of the Vienna
talks.

IAEA chief expresses discon-
tent over leak of reports on Iran

Also, Grossi expressed his
frustration with the leaks of
classified information on Iran’s
nuclear program.

He made the comments at
a joint press conference with
Mohammad Eslami, director of
the Atomic Energy Agency of
Iran (AEQI), who encouraged the
IAEA to foster confidence.

In response to threats by the
US. and Israel to strike Iranian
nuclear facilities, Grossi said
that any military attack on such
installations is “illegal”.

In recent weeks, the Biden ad-
ministration has become closer
to Israel, conducting significant
joint military drills with the re-
gime.

“There are two distinct prob-
lems. First up, because of the
conflict in Ukraine, assaults on

nuclear power stations have re-
gretfully increased in frequency.
Second up, during the Agency’s
open sessions, these attacks
were denounced. Thus, in my
opinion, the attack on nuclear
plants is both utterly condemned
and unlawful,” Grossi stated.

He paid a visit to Tehran fol-
lowing Western accusations
that IAEA inspectors discovered
84% enriched uranium in Iran,
which Tehran denies.

IAEA’s Grossi calls his talks
with Iranian “constructive”

Grossi stated that he held
“constructive discussions” with
Iranian officials, which might
open the way for the resto-
ration of a landmark 2015 ac-
cord to bring the United States
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back into compliance and lift
sanctions against the Islamic

Republic.

“l am certain that we will be
laying the groundwork for sig-
nificant accords via the fruitful
conversations and agreements
we are now having,” he pointed
out.

Eslami urged the UN nuclear
agency to carry out its obliga-
tions towards Iran in accordance
with the Safeguards Agreement
and to resist being persuaded by
those who seek to obstruct dia-
logue between the two sides.

“A message to create contact
and relationships between Iran
and the IAEA is being sent by
Mr. Grossi’s visit, ... Reports and
communications must foster
confidence,” added Eslami.

He said, “We must be able
to handle conflicts in a trust-
worthy way and avoid the entry
and penetration of the elements
and agents whose goal is to dis-
turb a normal and professional
relationship.”

In order for the IAEA to “always
retain its obligations toward

Iran’s nuclear program within
the framework of the Safeguards
Agreement,” Eslami urged the
Agency to get ready for a certain
type of engagement.

Pointing to Iran’s achievements
innucleartechnologyand scientif-
ic research, Eslami stressed that
Iran is willing to share its accom-
plishments with other nations.

Iran has not enriched uranium
more than 60 percent, according
to Eslami, who added that what
the IAEA director claimed was
about particles, not uranium.

The top nuclear official also
said the European nations
shouldn’t demand Iran uphold
its promises while they them-
selves are not upholding their
own.

Iran rules out UK claim on arms confiscation

from page 1 » The British warship HMS Lan-

Iran has repeatedly refuted Western allega-

caster’s crew allegedly stopped an Iranian
boat from returning to Iranian territorial seas
on February 23 by intercepting its personnel
when it was going south from Iran at high
speed during the night.

The seizure occurred along a path that has
traditionally been used to carry weapons into
Yemen, according to the United States Fifth
Fleet, which has its base in Bahrain.

tions that it is shipping guns to Yemen, reiter-
ating its advocacy for a diplomatic rather than
amilitary solution to the crisis.

Additionally, Kanaani denied in a statement
on Thursday that the French naval forces’ al-
leged seizure of thousands of Iranian-supplied
guns and ammunition en route to Yemen in
January was driven by political reasons.



Iran takes part in Iraqi @I IDEETE

TEHRAN - Iran has participat-
ed in a defense exhibition held in
Baghdad and showcased the var-
ious defense equipment it devel-
oped domestically.

The Islamic Republic of Iran dis-
played various types of defense
equipment produced nationally
at the 11th exhibition of security
and defense industries in Iraq, ac-
cording to Al Alam.

The military gear put on display
was produced by various Iranian
defense research and develop-
ment centers.

The exhibition was attended by
senior Iragi officials, including Mo-
hammad Sahib al-Darraji, advisor
to the Iragi prime minister, and on
the Iranian side Brigadier General
Hamzeh Qalandari, head of inter-
national affairs at the Iranian Min-
istry of Defense.

It is worth noting that the exhibi-
tion will last for four days.

Iragi Defense Minister Thabet
Muhammad Saeed Al Abbas paid
a visit to Iran in late February and
met with his Iranian counterpart
Mohammad Reza Gharaei Ashtiani,

other senior military figures and
President Ebrahim Raisi.

In his meeting with the Iraqi
defense minister, Ashtiani said
the Islamic Republic is ready to
share its experiences with Iraq in

defense expo

achieving self-sufficiency in the
military industry.

Ashtiani added, “The Ministry of
Defense of the Islamic Republic of
Iran is on your side with all its might.”

It was the first visit by the Iraqi
defense minister to Iran after the
formation of the new government
in Baghdad.

Iran’s defense minister also said “I
consider it necessary” to thank the
efforts by the Iragi armed forces for
providing security for (Iranian) pil-
grims during the Arbaeen rituals.”

Every year millions of Iranians visit
holy shrines in Irag, especially during
the Arabaeen pilgrimage.

The defense chief also sounded
the alarms about the presence of
Iranian separatist militant groups in
northern Irag, saying they are a “po-

P

tential and real” threat to the securi-
ty of the two countries.

Considering these threats, he sug-
gested, it is essential to foster intel-
ligence, military and security cooper-
ation between the two countries.

During the meeting with the
Iragi defense minister, Raisi also
said, “The Islamic Republic of Iran
respects the Iragi government’s ef-
forts for economic and military re-
construction of the country”

Iran, he continued, “considers the
security of Iraq as its own security
and favors the establishment of sta-
bility and security in this nation.”

The Iragi defense minister, for his
part, praised Iran for standing by
the Iragi people during the country’s
fight against Daesh terrorists and
the foreign invasion of the country.

Poisoning in schools intended to foment riots: Ra|5|

TEHRAN - Iranian President Seyed Ebra-
him Raisi has reacted to the issue of poisoning
schoolgirls in Iran, saying the poisonings were
done to create insecurity in schools.

Raisi made the remarks on Friday evening
during a meeting with Shia and Sunni clerics of
in the coastal province of Bushehr, according to
the official website of the Iranian presidency.

“Today, along with the progress of the country,
hostilities have also increased, the latest exam-
ple of which is the attempt to create an atmos-
phere of insecurity in schools and worry among
families,” he noted.

Raisi said, “Those who have targeted the
mental security of the society are not concerned
about the health of the students and their fami-
lies, but their goal is to create chaos in the coun-
try under any pretext.”

Earlier, Raisi had said the poisonings were a
“security project” aimed at worrying families.

Noting that the enemy has resorted to “se
curity project” in schools and currency and eco-
nomic inflammation in line with its hybrid war
against the country, the president said, “The
enemy wants to create fear, insecurity and an
atmosphere of fear and despair for our children
in schools and create chaos.”

He added, “One day street chaos, one day fi-
nancial, currency, and economic disturbances,
and one day creating security issues in educa-
tion and schools; these are tricks that the ene-
mies design and implement to disappoint the
people, because they see that despite all these
threats and sanctions and despite all these

plots, on Bahman 22nd (Feb. 11), people across
the country showed up with insight, knowledge,
authority and honor and defeated the enemy.”

In a cabinet meeting on Wednesday, the
president ordered Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi to launch an immediate probe into the
suspicious poisoning of schoolgirls across the
country. He also asked the intelligence and
health ministries to cooperate with the Interior
Ministry in this regard.

“In the recent meeting of the cabinet, | as-
signed the minister of interior and the minister
of intelligence to investigate this issue as soon
as possible and to announce the information to
our dear people as soon as possible to thwart
the enemy’s conspiracy to create fear and de-
spair among the people,” he stated.

The president also pointed to mass rallies on
February 11 marking the Islamic revolution anni-
versary, saying they nullified tricks hatched by
the enemies.

“The enemy admitted that Bahman 22nd this
year was different from all previous years. The
difference is because the people felt that the en-
emy wanted to achieve their evil goals and peo-
ple decided to thwart the enemy’s plots”

President highlights role of clerics in
educating people

In his meeting with Shia and Sunni clerics, Rai-
si also said, “Clerics play an effective role in the
advancement of society by educating and train-
ing talented people in mosques, schools, and
universities, as well as trying to establish social
justice in all fields.”

Raisi also listed teaching, supporting and ex-
plaining revolutionary values as two character-
istics of a politically-minded seminary student,
saying, “A political seminary student is someone
who knows the needs of society and is ready to
play arole in solving them”

Raisi continued, “Today, our students and
clerics have a heavy duty in the practice of sup-
porting the Islamic Republic”

He added, “Seminaries are both the foun-
dation of the holy system of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, and they must support the
principle of this system and be leaders in
training talented human resources and pro-
viding solutions” for political, economic and
social problems of the society.

The president went on to say that with ex-
emplary cohesion and unity between Shia and
Sunni clerics in the province, many things, in-
cluding justice and carrying out cultural and
social activities, can be done.

“The government also has duties in this field
that it will try to fulfil them in the best way
possible,” he concluded.

Iraqi politician hails Iran support

TEHRAN - Iraqgi politician and
head of Al-Fatah bloc in the Iraqgi
parliament Hadi al-Ameri hailed
Saturday Iran’s support for Iraq in
combating terrorism.

He said terrorism would have
not been destroyed in Iraq were it
not for Iranian support, the role of
Resistance, and the fatwa of Irag’s
religious authority.

He also commended the role of
Resistance in combating American
occupation and terrorist, according
to Fars News.

“If there was no resistance, Iraq
would not have existed and the dic-
tatorial Baath regime would have
been in place until today. Therefore,

with the help and will of the people
of Irag, the occupying America was
expelled from the territory of this
country,” he said.

Al-Ameri added, “If it were not
for the religious authority’s fatwa,
the role of resistance and support
of the Islamic Republic [of Iran],
terrorism would not have been de-
stroyed. Due to the Resistance and
sacrifices of this movement, the
sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Iraq was preserved.”

The Iraqi politician also took a jab
at the West, saying it has entered
the stage of decline. “The West has
reached the stage of degeneration
and does not want the people of

Iraq to live with respect and digni-
ty, he said.

Al-Ameri said the Iragi nation con-
tinues to donate blood to help the

religion, sect and sanctities.

Many Iragi officials have so far
praised Iran’s support for their coun-
try during the war against the Daesh
terrorist group which occupied large
swathes of Iraqi territory in 2014.

In his recent visit to Iran, which
took place in late February, Iraqi De-
fense Minister Thabet Muhammad
Saeed al-Abbasi praised Iran for
standing by the Iraqgi people during
the country’s fight against Daesh
terrorists and the foreign invasion of
the country.

The Iragi defense minister made
the remarks in a meeting with Irani-
an President Ebrahim Raisi.

Australia beat Iran
at U20 AFC Asian Cup

Frome Page 1 » Australia were quick off
the blocks at the start of the second half and
made it 3-1in the 46th minute, thanks to a well
crafted move set up by Alessandro Lopane, who
started at the center before supplying a cutback
for Segecic to finish.

Iran reduced the deficit in the 80th minute
off Alireza Enayatzadeh'’s strike from inside the
box but Australia stood firm to seal the win and
revive their hopes.

Australia will meet Qatar on Tuesday with
Iran to face Vietnam.

Iran learn fate at
IHF Youth World
Championship

TEHRAN - The draw for the 2023 IHF Men'’s Youth
World Championship, which will be held in Croatia
from Aug. 2 to 13, took place on Friday and the 31
teams with an additional one side discovered their
opponents.

The event will be the first edition of the IHF
Men’s Youth World Championship with 32 teams
at the start and also the first to be hosted by
Croatia. This will also be the first edition of the
competition since 2019 since the one scheduled
in 2021 was cancelled due to the COVID-19
pandemic, IHF.info reported.

Eight groups of four teams each were announced
after the draw. The host nation Croatia had the
prerogative to assign one team (including the
organizer’s team) per group, which had previously
been assigned to a city, as per the Regulations of
IHF Competitions.

After the draw was concluded with the help
of former Croatia star Igor Vori, several groups
promised to create a lot of interesting matches,
with high-profile clashes highlighting the 2023 IHF
Men’s Junior World Championship schedule.

The hosts, Croatia, will be favored to proceed
to the main round, as they face Portugal, Rwanda
and Algeria in Group A in their quest to secure the
second gold medal in the competition’s history.

Reigning champions Egypt face a daunting
task in Group C, which will be played in Koprivnica,
facing two European sides - Iceland and the Czech
Republic - and a plucky Japan team.

Germany, the runners-up at North Macedonia
2019, will not face a European team in the
preliminary round, as they face Argentina, Saudi
Arabia and the US.

Denmark, the most decorated team in history,
with three gold medals, have been drawn to Group
E, where they are facing Austria, Chile and Mexico,
in what could prove to be a good draw for the
Scandinavian side, who are favored to win the group.

Six teams will make their debut in the competition
- Burundi, the Czech Republic, the Faroe Islands,
Montenegro, Rwanda and the US. Two of them will
face off in Group H, where Faroe meet Burundi as the
European side tries to make the cut for the mainround.

Four venues will host the matches at the 2023
IHF Men's Youth World Championship - Varazdin,
Koprivnica, Opatija and Rijeka — with the final round
scheduled in Varazdin.

Group A: Portugal, Croatia, Rwanda, Algeria

Group B: Hungary, Slovenia, Morocco, New
Zealand

Group C: Egypt, Iceland, Japan, Czech Republic

Group D: Spain, Republic of Korea, Brazil,
BahrainGroup E: Denmark, Austria, Chile, Mexico

Group F: Norway, Montenegro, North Macedonia,
IHF Inter Continental Trophy Winner

Group G: Germany, Argentina, Saudi Arabia,
United States of America

Group H: Sweden, Faroe Islands, Iran, Burundi

Belarus beach soccer
defeat Iran: friendly

TEHRAN - Iran beach soccer team lost to Belarus
5-2 in afriendly match on Friday night.

In the match, held in Bandar Abbas, south
of Iran, Movahhed Mohammadpour and Mehdi
Shirmohammadi were on target for Team Melli.
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Iran had defeated Belarus 5-0 and 7-3 in their
previous matches.

Team Melli prepare for the AFC Beach Soccer
Asian Cup Thailand 2023, where it has been drawn
in Group B along with the UAE, Malaysia and
Uzbekistan.

Kyrgyzstan beat Iran
at 2023 IIHF World
C’ship Division Il

TEHRAN - Kyrgyzstan overpowered Iran 18-0
in Group B of the 2023 IIHF World Championship
Division lll on Friday.

Iran started the campaign with a 14-4 win over
Malaysia in their opening match but lost to Hong
Kong 11-1and Bosnia and Herzegovina 9-2.

Team Melli are scheduled to play Singapore
on Saturday. The competition is being held in in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Group A consists of Turkmenistan, Chinese Taipei,
South Africa, Luxembourg and Thailand.

The Group A tournament will be held in Cape
Town, South Africa from 17 to 23 April.

Wrestlers win four
medals at Bulgaria’s
tournament

TEHRAN - Iranian freestyle and Greco-Roman
wrestlers claimed three gold medals and one bronze
at the Dan Kolov - Nikola Petrov first day in Bulgaria.

Freestylers Mostafa Ghiasi (79kg) and Arashk
Mohebbi (92kg) won two gold medals and Amir
Mohammad Yazdani (70kg) seized a bronze.

Greco-Roman wrestler Shahin Bodaghi (72kg)
also took a gold medal.

The 60th edition of the event began on March 2in
Sofia, Bulgaria and will run until March 5.

The tournament is being held in honor of
Dan Kolov who was the first European freestyle
wrestling champion from Bulgaria and European
and world champion Nikola Petrov.

Sports Minister
Sajadi released from
hospital

TEHRAN - Iran Sports Minister Hamid Sajadi, who
sustained a brain injury on Feb. 23 in a helicopter
crash, was released from hospital on Saturday.

Qatari ambassador to Iran Mohammed bin
Hamad al-Hajri paid a visit to him on Saturday and
it's while no visitors were allowed at the hospital in
order to speed up the healing process last week.

The helicopter crashed as it was landing at a
sports complex in the city of Baft, in the southern
province of Kerman.

Esmaeil Ahmadi, a senior adviser to the sports
minister and a ministry director general, was killed
in the incident, the head of emergency services in
Kerman confirmed.

The Red Crescent Society in Kerman said at least
16 people were on board the helicopter when it
crashed from a height of around 10 to 15 meters.

Sajadi is a former long-distance runner who
represented Iran in the 1992 and 1996 Summer
Olympics.

India defeat Iran at
2023 Junior Kabaddi
World Championship
final

TEHRAN - India defeated Iran 40-33 to win the
second edition of the 2023 Junior Kabaddi World
Championship.

Pakistan and Nepal teams jointly secured the
bronze medal.

Iran had defeated Chinese Taipei 62-25, Uganda
67-28, Bangladesh 56-17 and Nepal 60-37 on their
way en route to the final.

The competition was held in Urmia, Iran.
Iran had won the first edition.
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Iran, Oman ink MOU on oil, gas, petchem,

petro-refining co-op

From page 1 » “Signing this MOU between
the national oil companies of the two coun-
tries today was in continuation of the previ-
ous negotiations between the two sides”, the
minister said.

Recalling that several stages of negotia-
tions have been conducted with the Omani
side over one and half past years, the official
said: “Today, they signed a memorandum of
cooperation in the continuation of the negoti-
ations in the upstream and downstream sec-
tors of the oil industry”

“With the finalization of the negotiations
between the two countries, we will see an
increase in the export of petrochemical
products and oil products to this country,
considering the existing capacity in the
country”, Oji noted and said that as the ne-
gotiations become more serious, more de-
tails of oil and gas cooperation with Oman
will be informed.

The Omani minister also met Iran’s First Vice
President Mohammad Mokhber on Saturday.

During the mentioned meeting, the Irani-
an official said, “Despite the important and
strategic approach of the officials of the
two countries for the development of the
bilateral trade relations, there is still a long
way to reach the desired point, and we must
achieve the desired goals by removing the

obstacles ahead.”

As stated by Oil Minister Javad Oji, in the
13th government, there is special attention to
all-round development with the neighbors of
the country, especially Oman.

Oji had intensive meetings with the min-
isters of foreign affairs and energy of Oman
during his trip to Muscat on May 20, 2022.

On that trip, the minister announced reach-
ing an agreement with Oman on forming a
technical committee for the development
of Hengam oil field which the two countries
share in the Persian Gulf.

“We agreed to form a joint technical com-
mittee to develop the next phases of Hengam
oil field, which is the only joint field between
the two countries, in the form of a joint work-
ing group and a joint team,” Oji explained.

The Iranian oil minister stated that inte-
grated development of the field, which is un-
precedented in the region, unlike competitive
exploitation, will save the joint field’s reser-
voir from getting damaged, and the produc-
tion from the reservoir will take place safely,
ensuring that the two countries will benefit
most from the field development.

The official noted that the two sides have

also agreed on exports of technical and engi-
neering services from Iran to Oman.

TEDPIX drops 33,500 points on Saturday
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TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 33,558 points to
1.788 million on Saturday.

As reported, over 12.373 billion securities
worth 78.618 trillion rials (about $183 million)
were traded at the TSE.

TEDPIX gained 165,178 points in the past
Iranian calendar week (ended on Friday).

The index lost 155,778 points (9.22 percent)
in the previous Iranian calendar month Bah-
man (ended on February 19).

TSE is one of the fourIranian stock ex-
changes, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

In late October 2022, Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) unveiled a com-

‘Rl |-
prehensive support package to encourage ac-
tivities in the capital market as shareholders

were getting reluctant to invest in the market.

One of the major measures considered in
this package was the insurance of sharehold-
ers’ capital and dividends over the next year.

Insuring the shares of real entities, issuing
subordinated warrants on shares of fixed in-
come, injecting new resources into the market
by sovereign funds to buy shares, depositing
up to $130 million of the resources approved
in the national budget bill for the Capital Mar-
ket Development and Stabilization Fund, as
well as direct and continuous coordination,
supervision and monitoring of the legal en-
tities active in the capital market, including
companies and semi-governmental financial
institutions, pension funds and military insti-
tutions were among the measures considered
in the mentioned support package.

From page 1 » On June 12, 2022,
Iranian Ambassador to Venezu-
ela Hojatollah Soltani described
the direct shipping line as a “lost
chain” in ties between the two
states, saying that it could lead to
a “major transformation” in bilat-
eral relations.

The economies of Iran and
Venezuela are complementary
as Venezuela is in need of home
appliances, petrochemical prod-
ucts, raw materials, medicine, and
medical equipment, all of which
are being produced in Iran, he
noted, adding that Venezuela has
a great capacity in agriculture.

The growing cooperation was
also highlighted in the ninth meet-
ing of the Iran-Venezuela Joint Eco-
nomic Committee which was held
in Tehran on November 15, 2022.

Co-chaired by Venezuelan Trans-

port Minister Ramon Blazquez
and Iranian Defense Minister Mo-
hammadreza Gharaei Ashtiani, the
three-day event explored new ave-

nues for mutual cooperation.

At the end of the meeting, the
two sides inked a comprehensive
cooperation document covering a

variety of areas including indus-
try, mining, energy, petrochem-
ical, trade, agriculture, science,
and technology.

Exports from mining sector surpassed $11b in 11 months

TEHRAN - Iran exported 34.791 million
tons of minerals and mining products worth
$11.089 billion in the first 11 months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2021-February 29, 2023), IRNA reported.

The exports of the mentioned products
during the said 11 months registered a four
percent rise in terms of weight and a decline
of five percent in terms of value as compared
to the figures for the same period last year.

Steel and steel products were the top ex-
ported commodities in this sector, followed
by copper and its byproducts, aluminum and
related items, as well as other downstream
products.

The Islamic Republic also imported 4.051
million tons of minerals and mining prod-
ucts worth $4.474 billion during the said 11
months.

The exports from mining sector were 35.5
million tons worth $9.963 billion in the first
10 months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2021-January 20, 2023).

Having 81 different types of minerals, Iran
is one of the top 10 mineral-rich countries
across the globe. In this regard, the Irani-
an government has been seriously pursuing
several programs for promoting the mining
sector as a major contributor to the country’s
economic growth.

Iran’s proven iron ore reserves are 2.7 billion
tons, while the country’s copper reserves are

2.6 billion tons. The country also has 11 million
tons of zinc reserves.

The total proven reserves of Iran’s mines
are estimated at about 60 billion tons, which
is expected to reach more than 100 billion
tons with the implementation of the Indus-
try, Mining, and Trade Ministry’s exploration
programs over 500,000 square kilometers of
new mineral zones.

Despite the country’s huge potential in this
area, due to some issues like the lack of nec-
essary machinery and equipment and the lack
of access to financial resources and foreign
investment because of the U.S. sanctions, the
[ranian mining sector has been struggling
to operate at its maximum capacity over the
past few years.

So, the government programs for promot-
ing this industry are mainly focused on relying
on domestic sources for helping the mining
sector overcome its current problems and hit
its ideal targets.

Parliament holds session to explore details of budget bill

TEHRAN - The Iranian parlia-
ment (Majlis) held its 16th ses-
sion for reviewing the details of
the national budget bill for the
next Iranian calendar year (be-
gins on March 21) on Saturday,
Mehr News Agency reported.

As reported, the MPs dis-
cussed a report presented by the
parliament’s ad hoc budget re-
view committee during the men-
tioned session.

The parliament approved the
general outlines of the national
budget bill for the next Iranian

sisting of MPs from different

jlis on January 11.

progress and justice fund in all
provinces is foreseen so that the
development credits of the prov-
inces are paid systematically.”

Raisi also said, “We have in-
cluded the important points
considered by the Leader in the
general policies of the Seventh
National  Development Plan
(2022-2026) in the drafting of
the 1402 budget bill”

As reported, reforming the
budget  structure, creating
transparency, attracting gov-

year in late January.

The bill was put to a vote in an
open session, and 169 MPs out of
235 MPs who were present voted
in favor of it and the generalities
of the bill were approved.

Talfiag Committee, a body con-

committees, which is established
each year to study the national
budget bill, had earlier approved
the general policies of the bill.

President Ebrahim Raisi sub-
mitted the administration’s draft
of the national budget bill to Ma-

The president mentioned sta-
ble economic growth, people’s
livelihood, observing justice, and
efficiency of the government
system as the main approaches
of the budget bill and stated: “In
this bill, the establishment of a

ermmmental and private sector
investments for completing
semi-finished projects, and im-
plementing the government’s in-
tegrated financial management
system are highlighted in the
budget bill for the next year.

Tavanir holds event to promote technological

achievements in electricity industry

stitute (NRI), Iran Grid Management
Company (IGMC), and the county’s
regional electricity companies.

) L

ONE STAGE TENDER INTERNATIONAL CALL Second Announcement

FOR
PURCHASE OF 7000 MT BAKED ANODE BLOCK

TENDER No.: j/ 73

TEHRAN - Iran’s Power Genera-
tion, Distribution, and Transmission
Company (known as Tavanir) has
held an event for the promotion and
commercialization of technological
products manufactured by startups,
institutes, and companies active in
the electricity industry.

As IRNA reported on Saturday, 31
technological products are going to
be promoted and commercialized in
this event, which is organized in col-
laboration with Niroo Research In-

Charging stations for low-power
electric vehicles, power distribution
network monitoring systems based
on image processing and thermal
camera systems, programmable
temperature control and warning
devices for 20 kV underground sub-
stations, energy consumption mon-
itoring systems for air conditioners
based on the Internet of Things (loT),
and seismic information monitoring
systems are among the products
presented in this event.

Iran Alumina

DATE: 28 th /Feb 2023 . .
[February / The mentioned products will be

introduced in the form of four round-
tables focusing on various fields in-
cluding smart systems, sustainable
network development, moderniza-
tion (increasing network utilization),
and localization of transmission lines
as well as new technologies in distri-
bution equipment manufacturing.

TCCIMA warns about impacts of inflation on
economic entities

fluctuations on production
units and businesses were
discussed.

1.Subject.: Iran Alumina Company (IAC) intends to purchase high quality Baked Anode Block, in amount of 7000
MT for using in its Primary Aluminum Reduction Smelter Plant through one stage Tender according to following
conditions as mentioned in the relevant Tender documents .:

2.: Bid Bond Guarantee: 166,260Dollar/or 51,030,141,500 Rials

3.:Tender proposal.: Since the tendering is to be done in one stage ,thus the eligible Bidders should follow and
regard the Tender instructions and present and submit all of required justified documents and the mentioned
Tender envelopes in one package together.

4.:Closing Date.: The eligible Bidders should submit their Bids/proposal to the central administration office as
mentioned below and also in the Tender documents before 16:00 pm ,local time , on the day 04 th April ,2023 .
5.: Opening Date.: 11 thApril, 2023 on 10:00 AM.

6.: Contact information.: For more details and receiving the relevant Tender documents, the Bidders can refer to
the following contact information.

TEHRAN - The 31st meet-
ing of the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (TCCIMA)'s Speaking in the meet-
Business Environment Im- ing, Mohammadreza Na-
provement Committee was  jafimanesh, the head of the
held on Saturday during which  committee, mentioned the
the negative impacts of in-  problems created by the infla-
flation and foreign currency  tion and said most businesses

and traders are not hopeful
about the improvement of the
country’s economic conditions,
the TCCIMA portal reported.

He warned that in case of
the continuation of the current
conditions, many production
units will be forced to down-
size and the country’s produc-

tive sectoris going to lose a big

Add.: Km 7 of Sankhast Road, city of Jajarm, Northern Khorasan Province, IRAN, P. O. Box:1135-94415 legal and portion ofits workforce.

contractual Affairs . Elsewhere in the gathering,

Mohammad Fanaei, a mem-
ber of the committee, criticized
the government for not paying
enough attention to the sug-
gestions and solutions pro-
posed by the private sector.

Tel .: 0098-58-32603067-32604231 Fax: 0098-58-32272487

website: www.iranalumina.ir  E-mail: aluminumjajarm@gmail.com

IRAN ALUMINA CO en.iranalumina.ir




From page 1 » “The majority
wants amendments, not a change
of the system,” Benett added,
warning of civil war breaking out
“over nothing”.

The regime’s former attorney
general, Avichai Mandelblit, says he
believes that the current security
dilemma has just started, warning
that there will be “bloodshed”.

According to Israeli media,
Mandelblit said, “We are only at the
beginning. Things will deteriorate
further, and there will be bloodshed
inside Israel”

The  Knesset (the Israeli
parliament) is attempting to
overturn the occupation regime’s
so-called judicial system. 63
members of the Knesset, more than
the absolute majority of the quorum,
voted in favor of the bill during the
first reading.

The move is aimed at
strengthening the Knesset, where
Netanyahu'’s extremist coalition has
a majority, as well as the executive
body, in order to bypass the Supreme
Court’s decisions.

Israel on the path to “collapse” § [T 5y =:1 7N 6] 78

Knesset members will also enjoy
more powers in the process of
appointing judges as a result of
Netanyahu's measures.

The protest organizers argue that
Netanyahu aims to use the reforms
in order to get rid of a series of
charges against himself that date
back to 2019. The charges and
scandals include fraud, bribery and
breach of trust.

According to the organizers, in
the most recent demonstrations,
hundreds of thousands of settlers
protested in Tel Aviv and other
settlements  throughout  the
occupied territories, including in al-
Quds (Jerusalem). The rallies have
been held outside President Isaac
Herzog’s residence.

Herzog has called on Netanyahu's
fascist cabinet to suspend the
reforms and hold talks with the
opposition in a bid to reach some
middle ground. While the ruling
cabinet has not ruled out dialogue, it
has refused to suspend or postpone
the votes on the reforms.

The Israeli president has warned
that the situation in the entity is
about to explode.

“We are not in a political debate
anymore. We are on the brink of a
social and constitutional collapse.
The powder keg is about to explode,”
Herzog said.

Netanyahu’s political opponents
have condemned the measures as a
means of “canceling the courts.”

Israeli opposition leader Yair
Lapid has strongly condemned
the proposed reforms, saying they
are an attempt for the premier to
escape ongoing corruption trials.

“The fact they have a majority

in parliament doesn't mean..they
can erase the Supreme Court just

because the prime minister has
been indicted,” Lapid said.

The so-called reforms are paving
the way for other issues that will be
of grave concern for the regime.

Experts have been warning
that Netanyahu's actions will lead
to long-term damage to Israel’s
economic growth as well as the
Israeli settlers’ standard of living.

Israeli economists published the
warning that the regime has reached
a status heading towards a financial
meltdown and that Netanyahu's
hard-right coalition could have
grave implications for the economy.

“Since we published our first
petition, there are many growing
indications that the damage to
the economy could manifest itself
more powerfully and faster than we
expected,” they warned.

“Even if the markets eventually
stabilize in  the short term,
experience from other countries
where judicial and financial
institutions were harmed, and
research from recent decades
shows that we can expect long-
term damage to economic growth
and Israelis’ standard of living,” the
experts pointed out.

The value of the Israeli currency,
the shekel has plunged to a three-
year low against the dollar, forcing
companies to pull their money out
of Israeli accounts, as investors and
leading high-tech entrepreneurs
withdraw their capital fearing a
weakened court system and rule
of law.

Signatories of the economic
warning are the prominent Israeli-
American  psychologist ~ Daniel
Kahneman and former two-term
Bank of Israel governor Jacob
Frenkel.

Other economists have been
warning that the radical measures
could lead to reduced investments
in  the occupation’s different
industries.

Critics have said giving power to
Netanyahu far right cabinet in the
Knesset will escalate even further
the deadly developments with the
Palestinians.

While the bill still needs to pass
the second and third readings in
the Knesset, the Israeli settlers’
have already taken advantage
by going on a recent rampage in
the occupied West Bank, which
left one Palestinian murdered
and Palestinian cars, homes, and
businesses torched to the ground.

Therepresentative ambassador of
the European Union in Palestine
joined the chorus of international
condemnation in calling for
accountability and for perpetrators
to be brought to justice after the
rampage.

Ambassador Sven Kuhn von
Burgsdorff, heading one of the
biggest EU delegations to visit the
West Bank, said the officials wanted
to see with their own eyes the
damage left by the Feb. 26 violence
in and around the Palestinian village
of Huwara.

“It is absolutely necessary for us
that accountability is fully ensured,
that the perpetrators be brought
to justice, that those who lost
property be compensated,” Kuhn
von Burgsdorff said.

The UN human rights chief
denounced the “unfathomable” call
by an Israeli minister for a flashpoint
Palestinian town to be “wiped out”.

The Israeli extreme-right settler,
who also happens to be the regime’s
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich
made the comments, days after
Palestinians staged a retaliatory
operation in Huwara in the occupied
West Bank and where settlers later
went on the rampage.

In addition to a Palestinian
being murdered, more than
350 Palestinians were injured,
most suffering from tear gas
inhalation, the Palestinian Red

Countries urge Israel to reverse plan to
build 7,000 new settler units

Six European countries have
called on the Israeli regime to
halt the expansion of its illegal
settlements in the occupied
West Bank amid escalated
tensions between Palestinians
and extremist settlers.

In a joint statement on
Saturday, Germany, France,
Britain, Italy, Poland, and Spain
said that the illegal entity should
“reverse its recent decision to
advance the construction of
more than 7,000 settlement
building units across the
occupied West Bank and legalize
settlement outposts.”

On February 15, the Israeli
regime’s cabinet approved the
construction of more than 7,000
illegal settler units in the Tel
Aviv-occupied West Bank, with
the Palestinian Information
Center putting the exact number
of the planned units at 7,032.

More than 600,000 Israelis

live in over 230 settlements built
since the 1967 Israeli occupation
of the Palestinian territories of
the West Bank and al-Quds.

All Israeli settlements are
illegal under international
law, and the United Nations
Security Council has in several
resolutions condemned Israel’'s
settlement activities in the
occupied territories.

The joint statement came a
day after the European Union’s
envoy to the Palestinians called
for accountability and for
perpetrators to be brought to
justice after illegal settlers went
on a rampage centering on a
village near the occupied West
Bank city of Nablus.

Hundreds of armed Israeli
settlers attacked Huwara and
nearby villages on Sunday
night and torched dozens of
houses and cars. They had been
angered at the killing of two

Israeli brothers by a Palestinian
gunman in Huwara.

One Palestinian was killed
during the settler rampage and
at least 390 others were injured,
with Palestinian media reporting
stabbings and attacks with
metal rods and rocks.

The Israeli regime’s forces
and settlers have escalated
their deadly acts of aggression
against the Palestinians since
late December 2022, when
Benjamin Netanyahu staged a
comeback as the regime’s prime
minister at the head of a cabinet
of hard-right and ultra-Orthodox
parties.

Since the start of the year, at
least 68 Palestinians have been
killed as a result of the violence,
including five, who were killed
by Israeli settlers’ gunfire, 13
children, four elderly people, and
one prisoner.

(Source: Press TV)

Crescent Society said.

“l think the village of Huwara
needs to be wiped out,” Smotrich
said. “| think the State of Israel
should do it”

UN rights chief Volker Turk,
speaking before the United Nations
Human Rights Council in Geneva,
denounced Smotrich’s comments
as “an unfathomable statement of
incitement to violence and hostility”.

Since the start of the year, Israel
has murdered at least 65 Palestinian
adults and children.

Israel, meanwhile, did not have
a representative at the UN Rights
Council to listen to the devastating
presentation against it.

“In the near future, there must be
an end to settlements in occupied
land... the situation in the occupied
Palestinian territories is a tragedy
above all for the Palestinian
people,” Turk insisted.

“My report finds that over the
reporting period, lethal force has
been frequently employed by
the Israeli security forces (ISF)
regardless of the level of threat and
at times even as an initial measure
rather than as last resort” Turk
added.

“My office has also documented
several cases of  apparent
extrajudicial targeted killings by
members of the ISF” he said.

“The report finds that 131
Palestinians were killed by ISF
personnel over the past year in
a context of law enforcement
that is outside any context of
hostilities. This includes 65
people who we understand were
not armed nor engaged in any
attacks or clashes.

“The occupation is eating away at
the health of both societies on every
level, from childhood to old age and
in every part of life. For this violence
to end, the occupation must end. On
all sides, there are people who know
this.” Turk reported.

Suicide Squad

A suicide prevention committee that was
established by the Pentagon is recommending
instituting a waiting period for gun purchases
on bases and raising the minimum age for
buying firearms in an attempt to reduce the
number of suicides among service members.

UN chief condemns
rich countries’
‘vicious’ tactics
against poor

United Nations chief Antonio Guterres has
condemned rich countries and energy giants
for throttling poor nations with “predatory”
interest rates and crippling fuel prices.

In his speech on the opening day of the UN’s
Least Developed Countries (LDC) summit in
Qatar on Saturday, Guterres said that wealthy
nations should provide $500bn annually to
help others “trapped in vicious cycles” that
block their efforts to boost economies and
improve health and education.

The summit of the 46 LDC is normally held
every 10 years but has twice been delayed since
2021 because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Afghanistan and Myanmar, two of the poorest
countries, are not present at the meeting in
Qatar’s capital Doha because their governments
are not recognized by UN members.

No leader from any of the world’s major
economies attended.

At the summit opening, Guterres hit out
straight away at the way poor nations are
treated by the more powerful.

“You [LDCs] represent one in eight people
on Earth. | have enormous admiration
for your remarkable efforts to achieve
graduation, and sustain graduation. But
your countries are also trapped in vicious
cycles that make development difficult,” he
said.

“We are perfectly aware of the inequities
created by our unfair global economic and
financial system.

“West created ‘Nazi
paradise’ in Ukraine
to fight Russians”

The West has fostered the creeping
“nazification” of Ukraine in order to make
its people hostile to Russia, political
philosopher and author Aleksandr Dugin
has told RT. In an exclusive interview aired
on Saturday, he said that Kiev's backers
have tried to hide from their own citizens
the growing tolerance of nationalists and
neo-Nazis in the country.

“The West thinks in such amanner: We could
not create artificial nationalism in Ukraine
and push Ukrainians to fight Russians [any
other way],” Dugin said.

“For a traditional society, liberal values
cannot be the goal to defend. So they need
something [else]. The most radical [tool] to
create and promote this artificial pseudo-
consciousness is nationalism ... or Ukrainian

- WORLD HEADLINES -

MARCH 5, 2023

Straight Truth

Russophobic fascism. And it is being used by
the [globalist] liberals.”

Dugin said the West supported radicals
in Kiev, despite cracking down on similar
groups at home. “They destroy any kind of
nationalism on their [own] territories. But
in Ukraine, on the other hand, they make it
flourish.” In the end, “a Nazi paradise” has
been created in Ukraine, he claimed.

According to Dugin, such an approach will
ultimately lead to the destruction of the
Ukrainian state. “I don’t think they seriously
believe in the possible victory of Ukraine,” he
stated.

Biden, Scholz vow
to punish Russia for
war in Ukraine

US President Joe Biden and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz vowed on Friday to
keep imposing costs on Russia for its war
in Ukraine, now in its second year, as an EU
official said any arms provided by China to
Russia would trigger sanctions.

Biden and Scholz met in private in the Oval
Office for over an hour, a senior administration
official said. Their discussion focused on the
importance of continued “global solidarity”
with the people of Ukraine, and ongoing efforts
to provide security, humanitarian, economic,
and political assistance to Ukraine.

Sitting next to Scholz in the Oval Office, Biden
thanked the German leader for his “strong and
steady leadership” and support for Ukraine.
Scholz said it was important to demonstrate
that the allies would back Kyiv “as long as it
takes and as long as is necessary.”

Indian medical
authority suggest
less use of
antibiotics against
current influenza

As influenza cases have been on the rise
across many parts of India and patients
complaining of prolonged illness, cough,
fever and respiratory problems, the Indian
Medical Association (IMA) has asked people
to avoid antibiotics.

“There is a sudden increase in the number
of patients having symptoms of cough,
nausea, vomiting, sore throat, fever, body
ache and diarrhoea in some cases. The
infection usually lasts for about five to seven
days,” the IMA in a public advisory said.

“The fever goes away at the end of three
days but the cough can persist for up to
three weeks.”
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Noruz holidays: Shiraz tours to take
travelers to ancient neighborhoods

of historical neighborhoods of the ancient

Iranian city during the two-week Noruz holiday,
which officially commences on March 21.

The tourism directorate of Fars Province has
designed walking routes for avid sightseers
and visitors to Shiraz during Noruz, CHTN
reported on Friday.

Celebrated as the heartland of Persian
culture for over 2000 years, Shiraz has become
synonymous with education, nightingales,
poetry, and crafts skills passed down from
generation to generation.

It was one of the most significant cities in
the medieval Islamic world and served as the
Iranian capital from 1751 to 1794 under the
Zand dynasty.

Some of the most magnificent structures
and sights in the nation can be found in

TEHRAN - Shiraz is set to hold special tours

Shiraz. It draws an increasing number of
tourists from abroad and within the country
to this provincial capital. Among the historical,
cultural, and historic sites in Shiraz that draw
both domestic and international tourists
are Eram Garden, Afif-Abad Garden, Tomb of
Hafez, Tomb of Sa'di, Jameh Mosque of Atigh,
and Persepolis.

AWorld Heritage site, Persepolis, which was
once the Achaemenid Empire’s ceremonial
capital, is situated 60 kilometers northward
of Shiraz. The UNESCO-listed Pasargadae
and the Naghsh-e Rostam necropolis are just
two of the magnificent Achaemenid sites that
surround Persepolis.

Millions of Iranians take advantage of the
opportunity to travel during Noruz when most
businesses and workplaces are closed as well
as schools.

Varamin to arrange night tours

for sightseers
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TEHRAN - Varamin’s tourism directorate
will hold night tours of the ancient city situated
southeast of the Iranian capital.

“Due to the coincidence of Noruz holidays
with the holy month of Ramadan, some of our
tourism programs and tours will be held after
Iftar (the evening meal with which Muslims
end their daily Ramadan fast at sunset),
Varamin’s tourism chief said on Friday.

In such a manner, night tours of Varamin will
be held for sightseers from March 22 to 28,
Mohammadreza Tajik said.

In addition, the official said the historical
tomb tower of Alaodoleh had recently

undergone a lighting project to become more
attractive for Noruz travelers.

Located to the north of Varamin, the
cylindrical brick monument, which is called
Borj-e Ala ad-din as well, was constructed in
1289 over a local ruler’s grave.

Varamin served as Ray’s main agricultural
hub until the 1220s. The raiding of Ray by the
invading Mongols led to a migration wave and
economic growth.

Varamin became a major city as a result. The
Jameh Mosque of Varamin was constructed by
Yusuf Quhadhi, a vizier of Ilkhanid Abu Sa'id.
Imamzadeh Shah Husayn, Imamzadeh Yahya,
and Sharif Mosque are a few other noteworthy
structures since this period.

Due to invasions by the armies of the Timurid
Empire, Varamin began to decline at the
beginning of the 14th century. Ruy Gonzalez de
Clavijo described the city as mostly deserted
in 1405, though Imamzadeh Hosein Reza and
the Jameh Mosque of Varamin underwent
minor restorations during the early Timurid
era. Tehran began to develop into the region’s
major city by the 16th century.

Tourism projects come on stream in Bushehr

TEHRAN - Iran’s Minister of Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism Ezzatollah
Zarghami inaugurated 16 tourism-related
projects in southwestern Bushehr province on
Thursday, CHTN reported.

A budget of 19 trillion rials ($47.5 million)
was allocated to the projects, the report added.

Earlier this month, the provincial tourism
chief Esmaeil Sajadimanesh announced that
the implementation of 25 tourism-related
projects officially started with ground-
breaking ceremonies across the province on
the occasion of the 44th anniversary of the
victory of the Islamic Revolution (February 1
to ).

The construction of the projects worth
17 trillion rials ($42.5 million) has begun in
different cities of the province, he added.

The projects include hotels, apartment
hotels, eco-lodge units, and tourist complexes,
the official noted.

The completion of the projects is expected
to generate over 730 job opportunities for the

locals, he mentioned.

With over 6,000 years of history and
significant monuments from the Elamite,
Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sassanid eras,
Bushehr province is one of Iran’s most
important historical centers.

Besides its cultural heritage, beautiful
beaches and lush palm groves make it an
attractive destination for world travelers.

The historical and architectural monuments
of Bushehr include Islamic buildings like
mosques and praying centers, mansions, old
towers, castles, as well as gardens.

When it comes to cultural attractions,
there are many historical mounds in Bushehr
including Tall-e Khandaq with Sassanid
architectural style, Tall-e Marv located near
an Achaemenid Palace, and Qajar era Malek
al-Tojar Mansion. The Qajar-era Kazeruni
Mansion, which has been inscribed on the
World Heritage List, is another attraction that
world travelers love to see among various
ancient sites.

From Page 1 » As mentioned
by Iranica, the University of
Pennsylvania Museum carried out
excavations in the years 1931 and
1932. In 1972, a surface survey
was conducted. The Iran Center
for Archaeological Research, Turin
University, and the University
of Pennsylvania Museum
collaborated on a re-study project
in 1976. The Iran Cultural Heritage
Organization then carried out
salvage work in 1995.

A total of 1600 graves were
noted; 782 of these from 1932
served as the foundation for the
tabular presentation of burial
data in 1937. There are only 33
graves for Hissar |, 24 for Hissar
I, and 38 for Hissar Il that are
specifically described. In 1931,
four Hissar llIC-rich graves were
discovered.

Since  Wilhelm  Krogman’s
1940 study, some of the skeletal
remains have undergone

additional research using various
methodologies. Typically, bodies
were placed in plain pits with
their sides flexed. But uncommon
brick cist graves can be found in
period 1. Forest offers a thorough
analysis of funeral traditions.

Erich  Schmidt determined
three major periods by analyzing
burial ceramics. IA, IB, and IC were
the three subperiods of Period I.
The term IC/IIA better captures
the ambiguity surrounding the
distinction between IC and IIA. [lIA
is ephemeral, while periods Il and
Il are clearly defined.

Walls in pieces that still show

Tepe Hissar: a cultural
gem linking Mesopotamia

signs
make up the architectural ruins
from Hissar I. There were no

recovered complete  building
plans, but the rooms are
rectilinear.

Period IIB walls have exterior
buttresses that are evenly spaced
apart. Structures that Schmidt
dated to llIB on the Main Mound
can be proven to be from Hissar
[IB, as suggested in Schmidt’'s
field notes.

Due to the variety of its
contents, the presence of burned
bodies and the presence of flint
arrowheads, the Burned Building
of llIB has undergone various
interpretations. Its strategy was
finished in 1976.

to Central s

of mud-brick construction
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It might be a shrine based on
the presence of a small fire altar.
The rows of rectangular rooms
from the IIIC period that are
located above the burned building
may be significant because they
are connected to ritual objects.

Agriculture served as the
foundation of the subsistence
economy. Plant remains from
Hissar Il onward, show an
agricultural system based on
cereals and the utilization of local
fruit plant resources. Additionally,
there were legumes and lentil
seeds. Also indicating herding
activities are the cattle and sheep
figurines.

Pottery with painted designs
was always mass-produced by

full-time artisans. Geometric,
botanical, and animal motifs,
including gazelles, ibexes and
birds, are used to decorate painted
pottery from the Hissar | era.

The shapes of excavated objects
consist of small cups and bowls
and bowls on pedestal stems with
flaring bases.

Daggers, knife blades,
arrowheads, pins, tacks, points,
and needles were all produced
in Hissar [. In Hissar Il and Ill, the
quality and variety of copper
artifacts increase. These include
adornments for the wearer’s
persona, such as earrings,
pendants, bracelets, and bands,
as well as tools and weapons,
such as lances, mattocks, chisels,
and mace-heads, as well as luxury
items, such as vessels, mirrors,
boxes, and intricately cast pins
and rods.

Laboratory
demonstrate the remarkable
persistence  of  technological
conservatism from Hissar |
through lll. For the first time,
copper was combined with lead,
silver, and gold in Hissar IIB.

In Hissar I, the 1976 excavations
turned up nine empty pillow-
shaped tablets and one clay tablet
with signs. In the 1995 salvage
excavation, more tablets bearing
signs were discovered.

According to Britannica, the
long habitation sequence at the
site provided valuable evidence
for the development of prehistoric
pottery and metallurgy in that
part of Iran.

studies

Developing health tourism in Uramanat leads to economic growth, expert says

TEHRAN - Economic and social development
of the UNESCO-designated Uramanat can be
achieved through strengthening health tourism in
the western Iranian region, a tourism expert has
said.

Uramanat draws significant numbers of medical
tourists and sightseers from Iraq’s Kurdistan
Region so that the development of health tourism
in Uramanat can contribute significantly to its
economic and social development, IRNA quoted
Fariba Maleki as saying on Saturday.

Uramanat is famous for its rare medicinal
plants, vegetation, breeding of leeches and
scorpions, infrastructure for health tourism, and
its traditional medicine, she explained.

Several factors attract health tourists from the
Kurdistan Region of Irag, including the climate of
the region, which consists of four seasons, and
proximity to the neighboring Iragi country, she
added.

According to available data, Iran hosts an
average of one million medical tourists each year.
“About one million medical tourists, mainly from
the neighboring countries, arrive in Iran annually,’
Mohammadreza Tarjoman, who presides over the
Health Ministry’s tourism office, said last April.

“The majority of inbound medical passengers

come from the neighboring countries, including
Iraqg and Afghanistan,” the official said. Talking
about hospitals and clinics, he said a selection of
200 Iranian medical centers have permission to
accept foreign patients.

Experts believe medical tourism in Iran is a
win-win opportunity both for the country and
foreign patients, as they are offered affordable
yet quality treatment services and the country
gains considerable foreign currency. Amongst
[ran’s trump cards are the presence of credible
surgeons and physicians, cutting-edge medical
technologies, high-tech medicine and diverse
specializations, super affordable procedures, and
finally its hospitable people.

Iran seeks to exceed its yearly medical travelers
to around two million in [calendar year] 1404
(March 2025-March 2026).

Stretched on the slopes of Sarvabad county
at the heart of the Zagros Mountains and
shared between the provinces of Kordestan
and Kermanshah in western Iran, the Uramanat
cultural landscape embraces hundreds of villages,
106,000 hectares of land, and 303,000 hectares
of surrounding properties.

Archaeological findings dating back about
40,000 years, caves and rock shelters, ancient
paths and was along the valleys, motifs and
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inscriptions,  cemeteries, mounds, castles,
settlements, and other historical evidence attest
to the continuity of life in the Uramanat region
from the Paleolithic to the present time.

According to the UN body, Uramanat is an
exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition of
the semi-nomadic agropastoral way of life of
the Hawrami people, a Kurdish tribe that has
resided in the Zagros Mountains for millennia.
This outstanding cultural tradition is manifested
in the ancestral practices of transhumance,
the mode of seasonal living in Havars, steep-
slope terraced agriculture, soil and water
management, traditional knowledge for planning
and constructing steeply terraced villages, and
rich diversity of intangible heritage, all reflecting
harmonious co-existence with nature.

Pakdasht to turn into farm tourism hub

TEHRAN -Pakdasht county in n

the southeast of the Iranian capital
could be promoted as a flower and
plants tourism area, the county’s
tourism chief has said.

[t will be a great opportunity
for the county to promote itself
to travelers and tourists during
the Noruz holiday as a flower
and plants tourism center of the
country, Asadollah Tajik explained on
Saturday.

Back in December, the official
announced that as one of the most
important  agricultural hubs in
Tehran province, Pakdasht cultivates
more than 17000 hectares, of which
1,500 are greenhouses.

There are 1.2 billion cut flowers
produced in greenhouses in the
county each year, which are exported
to different countries, the official
added.

Turning into a tourism area could
boost agritourism in the region as

'}

well as generate job opportunities
and create sustainable income for
the locals, he mentioned.

Back in September, Tehran’s
tourism chief Parham Janfeshan said
that plans are underway to promote
agritourism in Pakdasht county.

Pakdasht has high potential to
attract nature lovers and sightseers
as it embraces numerous gardens
and flowerbeds, he added.

Agritourism is a relatively new
branch of the travel industry in
which tourists stay with locals in
rural areas. Farm/ranch recreation

refers to activities conducted on
private agricultural lands, which
might include fee-hunting and
fishing, overnight stays, educational
activities, etc.

Agritourism  and  nature-the
travel industry ventures could
incorporate  outside  diversion
(fishing, hunting, untamed life
review, horseback riding), instructive
encounters (cannery visits, cooking
classes, or tea or espresso tasting),
amusement (gather celebrations
or animal dwelling place moves),
friendliness administrations (ranch
stays, directed visits, or supplier
administrations), and on-ranch
direct deals (u-pick activities or side
of the road stands).

Agritourism is a subset of a larger
industry called rural tourism that
includes resorts, off-site farmers’
markets, non-profit agricultural
tours, and other leisure and
hospitality businesses that attract
visitors to the countryside.

Rural tourism is said to differ
from agritourism in some ways. For
instance, rural tourism enterprises
do not necessarily occur on a farm
or ranch, or at an agricultural plant.
They do not generate supplemental
income  for the agricultural
enterprise.

To cite an example, we could refer
to saffron farms in northeast Iran
that are going to fame as a new
destination for agritourism. Iranian
Saffron is known as the “red gold”
Saffron is a magical ingredient in
Persian culture, from aromatic foods
and colorful desserts to physical and
spiritual medicine.

Experts believe that agritourism
pays special attention to the
production sector, saying “For this
reason, agricultural tourism is much
more important and practical than
other branches of tourism because it
creates a new chain and diversity in
the field of production and services.”

Chabahar ready to host new year travelers

TEHRAN —Chabahar port in the southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan province is ready to
welcome travelers during Noruz (New Year
holidays, starting March 21), a local official has
said.

A vibrant city with beautiful beaches,
historical and cultural landmarks, favorable
weather, and unique views, the city is prepared
to host Noruz visitors and travelers, Eqbal
Sadeqi explained on Saturday.

In this regard, tourism infrastructure has
been developed and necessary have been
made so far, the official added.

Chabahar is the only ocean port in Iran
and the best and easiest access route of
the middle Asian countries to free waters.
Boasting various natural and historical
attractions, Chabahar could be named one
of the most underrated destinations in Iran.
However, in recent years, various measures
have been taken to promote the port as a safe

and hospitable choice for both domestic and
foreign visitors.

The collective province —Sistan in the north
and Baluchestan in the south— accounts for
one of the driest regions of Iran, with a slight
increase in rainfall from east to west and an
obvious rise in humidity in the coastal regions.
In ancient times, the region was a crossword
in the Indus Valley and the Babylonian
civilizations.



TEHRAN - The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs is promoting the country’s
houses of innovation and technol-
ogy in overseas markets, deputy
minister Mehdi Safari has said.

One of the main duties of am-
bassadors and economic charge
d’affaires in other countries is
to support and promote knowl-
edge-based companies, IRNA quot-
ed Safari as saying.

The ministry, in cooperation with
the vice presidency for science and
technology, is trying to expand
houses of innovation and technol-
ogy with the aim of developing the
market for the country’s technolog-
ical products, he explained.

Currently, some 650 knowl-
edge-based companies are listed
on the website of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Safari noted.

If Iranian technological and
knowledge-based goods are
needed by a country, a house of
innovation and technology will be
set up in that country as soon as
possible, he added.

Houses of innovation and technol-
ogy have already been set up in coun-
tries such as Russia, Turkey, China,
Syria, Armenia, Kenya, and Iraq.

Then vice-president for science
and technology, Sourena Sattari,
officially opened the center which
serves as a base for the creation
of innovative ideas, the commer-
cialization of these ideas, and the
export of Iranian knowledge-based
products and services to the East
African market.

Iran House of Innovation and
Technology (iHiT), by supporting
innovative ideas, and holding tech-
nological and innovative events will
be a platform for the development
and promotion of Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies, startups,
and creative industries.

A total of 400 trillion rials
(nearly $800 million) will be al-
located to the innovation ecosys-

Foreign ministry proi houses

P

of innovation and technology

tem of the country.

Four organizations of the Innova-
tion and Prosperity Fund, the Vice
Presidency for Science and Tech-
nology, the Association of Private
Banks and Credit Institutions, and
the Coordinating Council of State
and Semi-State Banks, signed a
memorandum of understanding to
develop a knowledge-based econ-
omy and innovation and technology
financing fields.

Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei designated the current Iranian
year (March 2022-March 2023) as
“The Year of Production: Knowl-
edge-Based and Job-Creating”.
Strengthening  knowledge-based
companies are on the agenda, rais-
ing hope for reducing obstacles on
the path to development.

In this regard, a strategic tech-

nology development headquarters
was formed and 362,000 techno-
logical projects and 154 commer-
cialization projects were supported,
in addition to the inauguration of 23
national mega projects.

Currently, some
650 knowledge-
based companies
are listed on the
website of the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Moreover, in the field of innova-
tion and entrepreneurship ecosys-

tem development, 65 creative hous-
es and innovation centers, and 30
specialized accelerators have been
established with the aim of empow-
ering and strengthening the export
capacity of knowledge-based, cre-
ative, and technological companies.

Knowledge-based  companies
and creative startups have grown
over the past five years, and Iran
has risen 45 places in the Global
Innovation Index, according to the
UNESCO 2021 Report.

The Global Innovation Index in
Iran from 2015 to 2019 has risen
from 106 to 61 with continuous
improvement, showing 45 steps
of growth.

The development of accelera-
tors and innovation centers over
the last five years has led to a rap-
id increase in startups and knowl-
edge-based companies.

Blood donation rises by 9.5 % in 11 months

From page 1 » The average level of blood
reserves in the country is 9.6 days, which is an
acceptable level, Sedaqat said in January.

“It should be noted that the need for blood
and blood products is constant and blood do-
nation should be done continuously”

With the establishment of the national
blood network, we have been able to meet all
the needs of medical centers, including more
than 900 hospitals that have blood banks, he
explained.

“Also, we have raised the standards, before
this definition, the average level of blood stor-
age included four to five days, but the level
doubled as much as 8 to 9 days, in order to
manage blood supply better;” he noted.

Iran is among the countries of the Eastern
Mediterranean region as a reference in the
field of blood donation activities.

While blood donation in 70 countries still
depends on replacement or paid donors, Iran
is the first country in the region that has en-
joyed voluntary blood donation by 100 percent
since 2007.

More than 85 percent of all donated blood
worldwide is used to produce blood products,
while the rate is 65 percent in Eastern Med-
iterranean countries. Iran ranks among the
highest-income countries in terms of con-
verting more than 97 percent of the blood do-

‘Further measures required to

preserve forests’

Iran’s forest area is approximately 12 million hectares with 0.2 hectares
per capita, which is one quarter of the world average, so attention to

Iran currently has the
highest blood donation
rate in the Eastern
Mediterranean region.

nated by people to plasma-derived medicinal
products (PDMP).

Only 55 of 171 countries produce PDMP
through the fractionation of plasma collected
in the reporting country. A total of 90 countries
reported that all PDMPs are imported, 16 coun-
tries reported that no PDMP was used during
the reporting period, and 10 countries did not

ENGLISH IN USE

respond to the question, according to WHO.

Iran currently has the highest blood do-
nation rate in the Eastern Mediterranean
region, so out of 9.9 million blood donation
units in this region, more than two million
belongs to Iran.

Also, the index of blood donation is 25 per
1,000 populations, while in the member states
of the Eastern Mediterranean region, this
number is 14.9 per 1000.

There are currently 178 blood donation cen-
ters in the country, with Fars, Khorasan Razavi,
Khuzestan, Tehran, and Mazandaran provinces
having the largest number of blood donation
centers, he stated.
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preserve the forest areas must be four times the global attention, faculty

member of the Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands has said.

Mohammad Darvish made the remarks on the occasion of the National
Tree Planting Day, in which people are encouraged to plant trees across the
country, held on the first day of the National Week of Natural Resources

annually observed on March 6 to 13.

Unfortunately, forests have been taken for granted in the country, as
2 million hectares of the northern forests has been depleted since 1330s
(1950s), thus no serious protection measures have been taken, he said.

Currently, 16 million hectares of the northemn forests remain in the
country, which was 3.5 million hectares in 1330s, so 2 million hectares of

forest areas have undergone deforestation, he further lamented.
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Plan for screening elderly with dementia,

Alzheimer’s underway

TEHRAN - A national plan for screening cogni-
tive disorders, namely dementia and Alzheimer’s,
in the elderly aged 60 to 75 years is underway.

About five percent of people over 65 years old
have moderate and severe dementia, Afrouz Saf-
farifar, an official with the Welfare Organization,
said on Saturday.

The elderly population in Iran has doubled from
five percent to 10 percent within 43 years (from
1976 to 2019), the official added.

“It is predicted that the population will reach 20
percent by 2041. So, we should prepare plans, oth-
erwise, the aging population, which can be one of
the opportunities for human life, will become a big
challenge.

Dementia and Alzheimer’s are among the disor-
ders that cause severe destruction of memory, ori-
entation, and cognition in a person. It also leads to
adisorder in social functioning. So,

mentia are also known as Lewy body dementia or
frontotemporal dementia.

In diseases where the brain tissue is destroyed,
in fact, the brain cells in certain parts of the brain
are gradually destroyed and the brain has shrunk
or atrophied, Maryam Abbasinejad, an expert in the
mental health office of the Ministry of Health, has

said.

the patient needs long-term care””

If the diseases are detected a
year earlier, the loss of memory
can be postponed for five years, he
highlighted.

In Iran, people born in the 1980s
constitute the largest population
group, who will enter old age in the
next 20 or 30 years, so it is pre-
dicted that the prevalence of de-

Dementia symptoms are differ-

If the diseases are ent depending on which part of the
detected a year
earlier, the loss of
memory can be
postponed for five
years.

brain is more degraded. Symptoms
may include memory problems,
difficulty processing thoughts,
speech problems, movement prob-
lems, loss of executive functions of
the brain, or reduced learning abili-
ty, she explained.

Different pathways may lead to

mentia will significantly increase
in the future.

In general, neurodegenerative diseases in
which brain tissue deteriorates are called de-
mentia. There are different types of dementia,
one of the most common types of which is Alz-
heimer’s disease.

Other types of dementia include vascular de-
mentia or a combination of vascular dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease. Less common types of de-

dementia. For example, the main
cause of Alzheimer’s is unknown, but it has been
seen that some genetic factors influence its occur-
rence, but it is not necessarily a hereditary disease,
but some genes related to Alzheimer's are known,
she said.

In histological studies, they have seen that there
are certain substances in the brains of Alzheimer’s
patients, and these substances have played a role
in the degeneration of brain tissue, she added.

WORLD RAMSARSSITES

Koh Kapik and Associated Islets

Koh Kapik and Associated Islets Wildlife Sanctuary
are alluvial islands immediately off the mainland of
Koh Kong Province in Cambodia.

Two major rivers flowing into the area bring
a freshwater influence and create sand flats in
some places.

The site consists of two main wetland types,
estuarine waters, and intertidal mud, sand or salt
flats, and the extensive mangrove stand is repre-
sentative of a still-functioning mangrove habitat/
ecosystem in the Gulf of Thailand and the Indochi-
na Mangroves ecoregion.

The area plays a critical role in providing a nutrient
source supporting coastal fishery in the near-shore
and offshore waters of Cambodia, and it is home to
globally threatened bird and mammal species such
as the critically endangered Giant Ibis (Thaumati-
bis gigantea) and the endangered Sunda Pangolin
(Manis javanica) and Indochinese Silvered Langur
(Trachypithecus germaini).

Much of the degraded mangrove area has been
replanted through coordinated efforts of the agen-
cies and local communities in the area.

At present, restoration efforts are being done

D ISNA/ Masoud Mohaghegh
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Eheetahs at Turah Natiokh'a

as a positive step toward sustainable use and
ecological protection through local area resource
management.

Hydrological values

Given the presence of relatively intact man-
groves, the area contributes significantly in the
stabilization of the coast against coastal erosion
from storm and tidal bore.

Most sediment runoff from the two rivers are
trapped and settled in the mangrove stands form-
ing sand and mud aggregations alongside many
small creek systems.

Ecological features

Most of the members of the mangrove communi-
ty are characteristic of brackish water zones - areas
which are inundated at high tides and where there is
a large degree of freshwater influence.

On some of the islands and on the mainland be-
tween Prek Khlang Yai and Prek Thngo the man-
grove community is a narrow band only, and the
majority of the woody vegetation is a communi-
ty which stands above the high tide mark and is
probably only subject to freshwater inundation
during the wet season.

Source: Ramsar.org
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Turan National Park in the northcentral Semnan province is a breeding area and an
important habitat for cheetahs. Defined as a protected area in 1972, the region also
received the title of biosphere reserve by UNESCO and ranked the second biosphere in the
world after the Serengeti ecosystem (a geographical region in Africa).
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Every religion has its distinct characteristic, and the distinct
characteristic of Islam is modesty.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:16  Evening: 18:21

Dawn: 5:05 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 6:28 (tomorrow)

Georgia’s literary contacts with Persia

Part1

The tribes of Georgia had a well-established
and vast literary tradition and folklore long
before the Christian era.

None of the pre-Christian Georgian literary
works have survived, however. Christianity
became established in Georgia as an official
religion at the beginning of the 4th century, and
in the 5th century the first surviving literary
work, Tsamebay tsmidisa Shushanikisi (The
martyrdom of Shushanik) by Jacob Tsurtaveli,
which laid the foundation of Georgian clerical
literature, was created.

By that time some biblical texts, such as
the Psalms and the New Testament, had been
already translated. Hagiographic literature
(e.g., martyrology and lives of the saints),
although serving primarily the interests of
the Church, contained elements of fiction and
historiography.

Georgian hagiographical works on the
passions of St. Shushanik, St. Evstate
Mtskheteli (6th cent.), and St. Abo Thileli (8th
cent.), as well as lives of St. Nino (9th cent.), and
St. Grigol Khandzteli (10th cent.), testify to the
development of literary style and to the high
artistic level of Georgian hagiographers and
hymnographers. These literary activities finally
led to the appearance of Georgian secular
literature in the 11th cent.

The familiarity of Georgian authors with the
Persian classics also played a significant role in
the development of Georgian literature.

Such works as the epic romance
Amirandarejaniani  ascribed  to  Mose
Khoneli (12th century), Tamariani by Grigol
Chakhrukhadze (12th century), Abdulmesiani by
lovane Shavteli and, finally, the masterpiece of
Georgian poetry Vepkhistqaosani (The man in
the panther skin) by Shota Rustaveli, came into
being due to this cultural synthesis.

The beginning of Georgian-Persian literary
contacts is usually traced back to the 11th-12th
centuries, when Georgian secular literature
first developed and flourished.

However, the roots of Georgian-Persian
cultural, linguistic, and literary contacts
run much deeper. Unfortunately, very little
evidence is preserved from the earlier periods,
so traces of these contacts must be sought in
linguistic data, in artifacts, in chronicles, and
in later literary works.

The 11th-century Georgian chronicle Kartlis
tskhovreba (The annals of Georgia) mentions
two persons: Parnavaz, the king of Georgia, and
Artavaz, the foster-brother of king Vakhtang
Gorgaslan (Justi, Namenbuch).

Not only is the Iranian origin of their names
interesting, but also their connection with
Iranian epic traditions. Parnavaz is associated
with the creation of a Zoroastrian sanctuary
at Armazi, the ancient capital of Georgia near
the present-day Mtskheta, where a bilingual
inscription in Greek and Middle Iranian has been
found (Metzger).

Some scholars (e.g, Bailey, Dictionary,
Andronikashvili) trace the term Armazi, which
is also the name of a deity in the Georgian
pantheon, to Ahura Mazda.

Stories about Artavasdes, Bivrasp/Aji
Dahaka (Ajdahag), Ardashir, Afrasiab, and
other heroes of ancient Iranian legends were
widespread in Georgia.

The Kartlis tskhovreba contains a passage
referring to a well-known episode in the
Shahnameh that seems to indicate that the
author was familiar with a Persian literary work
similar to the Xwaday-namag.

The passage reads: “And then Iranians from
the side of the sunrise, the kin of Nebrot,
became strong. And there appeared among
them one man, a hero named Afridon [Afridun],
who put Bevrasp, the master of snakes, in
chains and tied him to a mountain inaccessible
to human beings. All this is written in The
History of the Persians

There are two noteworthy points in this short
passage: “the side of the sunrise” is obviously
a Georgian translation of Xarasan “the place
whence the sunrises,” and “Bevrasp, the master
of snakes” is no doubt Bivarasp Aji Dahaka.

The first part of Bivarasp is left without
translation (in Ancient Georgian bevri, as the
Av. baivar- and the Mid. Pers. biwar, means
“ten thousand,” in Modern Georgian it means
“many”), while the phrase “the master of
snakes” is a literal translation of Ajdahag.

The meaning of aji- “snake, dragon,” is well
known, while different interpretations have
been suggested for dahag. According to the
Georgian source it stands for “master, lord”

The conversion of Georgians to Christianity
in the 4th century, and then the conquest of
Persia and parts of Georgia by the Arabs three
centuries later, temporarily interrupted the
cultural contacts between the two countries.

At that time (7th-9th centuries) Georgian-
Arab literary connections were developed,
some works were translated from Arabic into
Georgian, among them the world-famous novel
of Buddhist origins about Barlaam and Joasaph
(Pers. Belawhar o Budasaf), known in Georgian
as the Balavariani.

With the rise of the New Persian literature
during the 9th-10th centuries, literary contacts
between the two cultures resumed and even
became much stronger than before.

It appears that Georgians became familiar
with Persian literary classics quite early. In
the 9th-century work Moktsevai Kartlisai
(The conversion of Georgia), a whole phrase in
Persian, transcribed in Georgian letters, is put
into the mouth of the Georgian king Mirian.

This corrupted text (raitmeboi khodzhat
stabanug rasul psarzad) was restored by Nikolai
Yakovlevich Marr with the help of a Georgian
translation given in a 10th-century manuscript:
“rast migui khojasta banu wa rasul-e pesar-e
izad” (You are speaking the truth, blessed lady
and the messenger of the Son of God).

This passage is important for several reasons:
the presence of the Arabic word rasul shows
that this Georgian literary work can be dated no
earlier than the 7th century; its transliteration
and translation are interesting from the point
of view of historical linguistics; and finally, it
suggests that Georgian contacts with Persia (and
hence with New Persian literature) may have been
established much earlier than suspected before.

The cultural and political renaissance of
Georgia is connected with the name of King
David Il, surmamed Aghmashenebeli (the
Builder; r. 1089-1125).

A well-educated man, poet, and philosopher,
he maintained relations both with the Christian
world and with Islamic countries.

During his reign, relations were especially
close with the state of Sharvan, where a
Persian school of poetry flourished, continuing
the classical traditions of Rudaki, Ferdowsi’'s
Shahnameh, the epic and lyrical heritage of
Onsori, Farrokhi Sistani, Manucheri, Fakhr ad-
Din Gorgani’s Vis o Ramin, etc.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued.

“Upstay”, “Paper Offerings’ top
at Intl. 100-Second Film Festival

Frome Page 1 » The animated
film tells the story of an old Taoist
ghost that is left thoroughly
confused after receiving unusual
gifts from her descendants. It is a
tribute to our grandmothers and
their tech savviness.

The closing ceremony of the
International 100-Second Film
Festival was held at Tehran's
Eyvan Shams Hall.

“Barsa” by Shiva Prasad
received an honorable mention in
the fiction film section.

“Yarmuk’s Last Poem” by Kiumars
Mohammad-Chenari  won  the
award for best documentary, while
“History” by Esmaeil Azimi was
awarded an honorable mention.

The festival was held last
Wednesday and Thursday after a
three-year hiatus resulting from
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Art Bureau of the
Islamic Ideology Dissemination
Organization is the organizer of
the festival.

In a short speech, Kamal Tabrizi,
a member of the national jury,
praised the festival entries for
their high quality.

“Paper Offerings” directed by a team of Singaporean students was named best animated movie at the 13th

International 100-Second Film Festival

in the previous editions of the
festival; this year’s films are really
astonishing compared to films
that competed in the previous
there

progress in the quality of the films
this year;” he said.

“l think that the organizers
should show more tolerance. Some
of the submissions that were more

critical in their themes failed to
enter the festival” he lamented.

He addressed the organizers and
said, “Let youth make whatever

“I was a member of the juries editions;

is  significant

they want”

Iranlan Artlsts Forum to rewew “Adriana’s Pact”

A scene from ‘Adriana’s Pact” by Chilean director Lisette Orozco.

TEHRAN - The acclaimed documentary
“Adriana’s Pact” by Chilean director Lisette Orozco
will be reviewed at the Iranian Artists Forum today.

Critic Reza Saemi will attend the review

session starting at 5 pm at the Shahnaz Hall
of the forum.

Orozco had just started at the film academy
when she heard that her aunt Adriana was coming
to visit from Australia. A pleasant prospect—but
when she arrived, Adriana was picked up by the
police. Orozco decided to investigate.

Disturbing facts start to emerge. It turns out

that her aunt worked for the DINA, the secret
police during the regime of dictator Augusto
Pinochet. According to those in the know, this
means that she must have been complicit
in the torture, killing and disappearances
of enemies of the state. Adriana insists she
knew nothing of the atrocities, but then she
suddenly flies back to Australia.

While Orozco stays in Chile to talk to witnesses,
researchers and relatives, she remains in contact
with Adriana via Skype. Is her aunt’s sorrow
genuine, or manipulative?

“Adriana’s Pact” reveals how painful it is when
we find ourselves forced to ask this question
about a member of our own family.

Thefilmwas screened atnumerous interational
events, including the 2017 Berlin International Film
Festival, where it won the Peace Film Award.

It also was named best film in the New
Directors Competition at the Sao Paulo
International Film Festival.

Persian readers ﬁnd “Paradlse” in Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN “Paradise”, a

century odyssey, is sold by his

Dinesen and Willam Boyd, but

historical novel by the Nobel
Prize-winning Zanzibar-born
British writer Abdulrazak Gurnah,
has come to Iranian bookstores.

Qatreh is the publisher of the
book first published in 1994 by
Hamish Hamilton in London. It
has been translated into Persian
by Behnud Farazmand.

“Paradise” is at once the story
of an African boy’s coming of
age, a tragic love story, and a tale
of the corruption of traditional
African patterns by European
colonialism.

[t presents a major African
voice to American readers, a voice
that prompted Peter Tinniswood
to write in the London Times,
reviewing Gurah's  previous
novel, “Mr. Gurnah is a very fine
writer. | am certain he will become
a great one”

Front cover of the Persian edition
of Abdulrazak Gurnah’s novel

“Paradise”
“Paradise” is Gurnah’s great
novel. At twelve, Yusuf, the

protagonist of this twentieth-

father in repayment of a debt.

From the simple life of rural
Africa, Yusuf is thrown into the
complexities of precolonial urban
East Africa, a fascinating world
in which Muslim Black Africans,
Christian ~ missionaries, and
Indians from the subcontinent
coexist in a fragile, subtle social
hierarchy.

Through the eyes of Yusuf,
Gurnah depicts communities
at war, trading safaris gone
awry, and the universal trials of
adolescence.

Then, just as Yusuf begins to
comprehend the choices required
of him, he and everyone around
him must adjust to the new reality
of European colonialism.

The result is a page-turning

saga that covers the same
territory as the novels of Isak

does so from a perspective never
before available in that seldom-
chronicled part of the world.

Gurnah was born in 1948 in
Zanzibar and lives in England,
where heteaches at the University
of Kent.

His most famous novels
are  “Paradise”,  shortlisted
for both the Booker and the
Whitbread Prize; “By the Sea”,
longlisted for the Booker Prize
and shortlisted for the Los
Angeles Times Book Prize; and
“Desertion”, shortlisted for the
Commonwealth Prize.

He was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 2021
“for his uncompromising and
compassionate penetration of the
effects of colonialism and the fate
of the refugee in the gulf between
cultures and continents.”

“The Charterhouse of Parma’” Published in Persian

TEHRAN -  Stendhals

published in Persian by Qognus.

novel
Charterhouse of Parma” has recently been

“The

of youth.

and daring, blending the intrigues of the
Italian court with the romance and excitement

Mohammad Nejabati is the translator of the
book, which was originally published in 1839.

Headstrong and naive, the young Italian
aristocrat Fabrizio del Dongo is determined to
defy the wrath of his right-wing father and go
to war to fight for Napoleon.

He stumbles on the Battle of Waterloo, ill-
prepared, yet filled with enthusiasm for war
and glory. Finally heeding advice, Fabrizio
sneaks backto Milan, only to become embroiled
in a series of amorous exploits, fuelled by his
impetuous nature and the political chicanery
of his aunt Gina and her wily lover.

Judged by Balzac to be the most important
French novel of its time, “The Charterhouse of
Parma” is a compelling novel of extravagance

The novel was also admired by Tolstoy,
André Gide, di Lampedusa and Henry James.

It was inspired by an inauthentic Italian
account of the dissolute youth of Alessandro
Farnese. The novel has been adapted for
opera, film and television.

The title refers to a Carthusian monastery,
which is only mentioned on the last page of
the novel and does not figure significantly
in the plot.

Henri-Marie Beyle, better known by his
pen name Stendhal, was a 19th-century
French writer.

Known for his acute analysis of his
characters’ psychology, he is considered one
of the earliest and foremost practitioners

A combination photo shows writer Stendhal
and the front cover of the Persian edition of
his novel “The Charterhouse of Parma’”

of realism in his two novels “Le Rouge et le
Noir” (“The Red and the Black”, 1830) and “La
Chartreuse de Parme” (“The Charterhouse of
Parma”, 1839).
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