
•	 IAEA chief says technical team to visit 
Tehran soon  P2

•	 Israel exports arms to Azerbaijan in return 
for access to Iran, oil: Haaretz P3

•	 Iran’s biggest dry port, rail terminal goes 
operational P6

•	 TPO stresses expansion of trade ties with 
Qatar P6

•	 Ocean treaty: Historic agreement reached 
after decade of talks P7

•	 Producer Elaheh Nobakht presiding over 
Beirut women’s film festival jury P8

•	 Muriel Spark’s debut novel “The 
Comforters” published in Persian P8

Tehran Papers
In the following column, we take a 
look at some important contents 
and views in yesterday’s Iranian 
newspapers.

Ukrainian war shows 
there is no global 
hegemonic power

The Etela’at writes: The war in Ukraine 
is undoubtedly the tensest conflict of the 
contemporary world.   Page 2
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Report Russian, Iranian 
presidents Discuss 
ties, infrastructure 
projects: Kremlin

TEHRAN - Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
a phone call with Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi has discussed the development of bilateral 
relations and infrastructure projects, the 
Kremlin said in statement on Monday.

“Russian President Vladimir Putin had a 
telephone conversation with Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi. Both sides gave a positive 
assessment of the level and dynamics of the 
development of Russian-Iranian relations,” it 
said, according to UrduPoint News/Sputnik.

“Issues of bilateral cooperation in various 
fields, including the implementation of joint 
infrastructure projects, were discussed,” the 
statement said.

The leaders also agreed to maintain 
further contacts.

Iranian defense 
minister says no need 
for Russian S-400

TEHRAN - Defense Minister Brigadier Gen-
eral Mohammad Reza Ashtiani announced on 
Monday that Iran has no plan to buy a Rus-
sian S-400 missile system, stressing that 
the Islamic Republic has become self-suffi-
cient in the field of air defense.

Although Tehran retains close ties with 
Russia, Iran now does not need to purchase 
any additional air defense missile systems, 
Ashtiani stated during a news conference. 

The air defense industry in Iran, he added, 
has reached self-sufficiency, and numerous 
nations are seeking to buy the Iranian Ba-
var-373 air defense missile system.

The minister emphasized Iran’s impressive 
development in drone industry, saying other 
nations are eager to buy Iranian drones. 

He also noted that “Iran’s drone strength 
is unmatched and has already been put to 
the test, everyone agrees. As a result, we use 
our own interests to assist some nations in 
strengthening their defense capabilities.”
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Iranians ready to celebrate 15th of Sha’ban
Every year streets and villages across Iran are illuminated on the occasion of the 

15th of the month of Sha’ban in the lunar calendar, marking the birthday of Imam Mah-
di, the twelfth and the last Imam of Shia Muslims.

Special ceremonies are held in the holy cities of Mashhad and Qom.
Known as Jashn-e Nimeh Sha’ban in the country, the celebration is also held by mil-

lions around the world. This year, the occasion falls on Wednesday, March 8.

Drama on 
assassinated Iranian 
nuclear scientist wins 
award at U.S. film 
competition 

TEHRAN – “Henas”, a drama that portrays 
the true story of the assassination of an Iranian 
nuclear scientist who was shot dead by Mossad 
gunmen, has won an Award of Excellence at the 
Accolade Global Film Competition in La Jolla, 
California.

Directed by Hossein Darabi, it is the final 
episode in the life of Dariush Rezainejad, the 
35-year-old Iranian nuclear scientist who was 
shot dead by Mossad gunmen before the eyes 
of his wife and little girl in front of his house 
in Tehran in July 2011. The movie portrays the 
terrorist attack through the eyes of his wife.

The jury of the seasonal competition 
described the film as “gripping and chilling with 
deft direction and memorable performances led 
by the exceptionally talented Merila Zarei.” They 
also called “Henas” a “well-crafted and well-
paced” film.  Page 8

Israelis fighting 
Israelis on how to 
kill Palestinians 

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- The Israeli protests against 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s “ju-
dicial reforms” are expanding, but how will 
they affect Palestinians? 

Violent street protests against the plan 
by Netanyahu’s cabinet to overhaul the legal 
system have continued for the ninth consec-
utive week across the occupied Palestinian 
territories.

Israeli forces, some on horseback, have re-
sorted to tear gas, water cannons and road-
blocks, among other means to contain the 
demonstrations by hundreds of thousands 
of Israelis or settlers. 

The protests have now expanded to elite 
Israeli warplane pilots who are boycotting 
training sessions in opposition to Netanya-
hu’s measures.  Page 7

Leader Calls Pupil Poisonings 
‘Unforgivable Crime’   Page 2

TEHRAN- Scientific and Economic Cooper-
ation Meeting Between Iran and West African 
Countries (IRAN WAC) kicked off in Tehran on 
Monday and will wrap up on Wednesday.

Addressing the first day of the gathering, 
Mohsen Rezaei, the Iranian vice president 
for economic affairs, mentioned the impor-
tance of expanding trade between Iran and 
the mentioned countries, and said, “We can 
establish large multinational commercial 
companies in cooperation with each other 

and increase our share of international trade; 
What Europeans and Americans do and are 
proud of.”

“My suggestion is to establish a joint bank 
of Iran and Africa; A bank that can have bilat-
eral accounts; It means that capital should 
be allocated by the countries in the opposite 
country so that the traders of the other par-
ties can do business with the common cur-
rencies of the countries without depending 
on dollars and euros. The joint bank of Iran 

and Africa can be a good starting point for 
the development of cooperation”, the official 
further explained.

Also, the head of Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO) said, “The African conti-
nent has a lot of potential in the field of trade 
and economy for our country, which has been 
neglected in the past years.”

Making the remarks on the sidelines of the 
mentioned event, Alireza Peyman-Pak said, 
“In the 13th government,   Page 6

Tehran hosting Iran-West Africa economic co-op meeting 

TEHRAN - Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyed Ali Khamenei has pardoned a sizable 
number of prisoners, Iranian Judiciary Chief Ghola-
mhossein Mohseni Ejei stressed on Monday. 

Mohseni Ejei also said that over 80,000 
prisoners have received pardons as a result 
of the order issued by Ayatollah Khamenei.

In an interview published on the Khamenei.
ir website on Sunday, the top judge stressed 
that thousands who had been detained dur-

ing recent disturbances in the country are 
given amnesty. 

He added that the number of pardon cases 
could approach 90,000.

Nevertheless, the judiciary head said that 
the pardons had no impact on prisoners who 
were detained as a result of complaints made 
by private plaintiffs.

Ejei also noted that the Leader has repeat-
edly emphasized that it is important to deal 

with prisoners based on law.

The top judge went on to say that the Lead-
er has insisted that no one should violate the 
regulations and laws when it comes to deal-
ing with prisoners. 

“No one should insult any prisoners in the 
slightest,” the Leader said, according to Ejei. 

“I have repeatedly heard from the Leader 
saying ‘be careful, we must be accountable on 
the Day of Resurrection, be careful’.”  Page 2

Over 80,000 prisoners are amnestied 
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Interview

Anoushirvani 
hopeful of 
rebuilding 
Iran weightlifting 

By Farrokh Hesabi 
TEHRAN - Sajad Anoushirvani, new-

ly-elected president of Iran weightlifting 
federation, says that he is determined to 
rebuild the ruined federation.

Anoushirvani was elected unopposed as 
president of Iran weightlifting federation 
for a four-year term till 2027 on Monday.

“When we took over the weightlifting 
federation, as acting president, we didn’t’ 
think that we would face a ruin in terms of 
financial and facility issues,” Anoushirvani 
said in his exclusive interview with Tehran 
Times.  Page 3
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Congratulations 
on birthday of  
Imam Mahdi (AS) 

 Is it time for a change?
 Paradox of Feminism
 Iranian Muslim woman and the third design 

of women
 How has liberal capitalism contributed to the 

collapse of the family institution?
 We are caught between the waves of 

feminism and capitalism!

Women’s Day or 
Women’s Crisis



TEHRAN- Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, on Monday 
labeled the poisoning of pupils 
in schools as an “unforgivable 
and massive crime,” urging the 
relevant authorities to take the 
matter seriously.

“If it is confirmed that the pu-
pils were poisoned, the culprits 
of this crime must be severely 
punished and there will be no 
amnesty for them,” the Leader 
asserted. 

The statements were deliv-
ered by Ayatollah Khamenei as 
he was celebrating Iran’s na-
tional Arbor Day by planting 
three saplings.

“Officials should take the poi-
soning of pupils seriously,” the 
Leader declared, adding, “This 
is a serious and inexcusable 
crime.”

Ayatollah Khamenei stated 
that relevant parties, including 
intelligence and law enforce-
ment bodies, should track out 
the crime’s inception as well as 
the perpetrators and organiz-
ers.

“This is a crime because it is 
done to the most helpless mem-
bers of society—children. More-
over, it disturbs families and in-
stills psychological uncertainty 
and terror in society. These mat-
ters need to be taken seriously, 
and if the offenders are found 
guilty, there won’t be any am-
nesty for them. They must also 
be disciplined, and their punish-
ment must serve as a lesson,” 
the Leader highlighted.

“Corruption on earth”

Iranian Judiciary Chief Ghol-
amhossein Mohseni Ejei also 
said on Monday that the culprits 
for poisoning the pupils would 
be put on trial and charged with 
“corruption on earth,” a charge 

that carries death penalty.

So far, Iranian officials have 
not announced any arrests in 
this regard.

“Atrocious act”

The poisoning cases, which 
have resulted in some girls 
being hospitalized, were also 
blasted late on Sunday by Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi as “a fresh 
scheme by the enemies of Iran.”

Raisi has asked for precise 
and fast information on poi-
soning incidents in schools, de-
nouncing them as examples of 
“crimes and an atrocious act” by 
the nemesis. 

“The new conspiracy of the 
enemy to sow fear in the hearts 
of students, our dear children, 
and their parents is a crime and 
it is an anti-human act,” Rai-
si said in remarks at a cabinet 
meeting on Sunday

The president was referring 
to a report by the minister of 
intelligence on the investigation 
into the issue of the poisoning of 
a number of schools across the 
country.

Last week Raisi directed the 
interior and intelligence minis-
ters to investigate the poisoning 
incidents.

The president also underlined 
the necessity for follow-up on 
this matter and the provision of 
correct and timely information to 
the pertinent agencies to address 
the public’s concerns, the presi-
dent’s official website reported. 

“This conduct is another link 
in the chain of enemy intrigues, 
which are intended to inflame 
society, worry the general pub-
lic, and create dread among the 
nation’s youth,” Raisi admon-
ished. 

Several Iranian students have 
reported experiencing symp-
toms of poisoning while attend-
ing class since November 2022. 

Before spreading to other cit-
ies, the infection began in the 
city of Qom.

Most frequently, students had 
breathing problems, nausea, ex-
haustion, and dizziness; some 
even required hospitalization.

Elsewhere in his Monday re-

marks, Ayatollah Khamenei said 
the country’s economic chal-
lenges, including a devaluation 
of the national currency, infla-
tion and the high cost of living, 
are a result of a single-product 
economy.

Additionally, the Leader re-
marked, “Officials should use 
all available economic means to 
find the correct solution to peo-
ple’s issues.”

The Leader also explained 
why he planted three seedlings 
in other parts on Monday, using 
the slogan for this year’s Na-
tional Tree Planting Day, “Every 
Iranian Three Saplings.”

He said that the government’s 
goal of planting one billion sap-
lings will be accomplished in four 
years beginning in 1402 (which 
starts on March 21, 2023) if each 
person plants three saplings in 
accordance with that phrase. 

He said that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’s Constitution 
makes clear that environmental 
preservation is a priority, em-
phasizing that “no one should 
disobey this law.”

TEHRAN- The International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s technical team will pay a visit to Iran 
to further investigate technical nuclear-re-
lated details, IAEA Director General Rafael 
Grossi said on Monday. 

Addressing the IAEA Board of Governors 
meeting in Vienna, Grossi said the UN nuclear 
watchdog and Iran had established a consen-
sus over the continuation of monitoring and 
verification.

The Board of Governors’ quarterly meeting 
got underway as the Western governments’ 
propaganda against Iran’s purportedly high-
er uranium enrichment level was thwarted by 
Grossi’s tour to Tehran on Friday and Saturday.

The board’s meeting started on Monday 
and will go through Friday. 

Based on the introductory statement on 
Iran’s nuclear program at the meeting, Gros-
si noted that “following my discussions with 
Vice President Eslami in Tehran on Saturday, I 
note Iran’s agreement to allow the Agency to 
proceed with further monitoring and verifi-
cation measures indispensable to the Agency 
fulfilling its mission.”

“Doing this will be crucial because it will 

enable the Agency to start creating a new 
baseline that will be required in the event that 
Iran resumes carrying out its nuclear-related 
obligations under the JCPOA,” he added. 

Grossi went on to say, “I now look forward 
to the follow-up technical discussions and to 
the prompt and full implementation of Iran’s 
assurances and the Joint Statement be-
tween Vice President Eslami and myself. You 
will find this joint statement attached as an 
annex to my latest report on the NPT Safe-
guards Agreement with the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, which is before you.”

He purportedly said, “In January, Iran im-
plemented a significant change to the de-
clared design information for the Fordow 
Fuel Enrichment Plant (FFEP) without in-

forming the Agency in advance. This was 
contrary to Iran’s obligations under its Safe-
guards Agreement. Following discussions 
between Iran and Agency officials, Iran has 
since confirmed that it will facilitate the fur-
ther increase in the frequency and intensity 
of Agency verification activities at FFEP, as 
notified by the Agency.”

“Also in January at the Fordow fuel enrich-
ment plant, we found particles of high en-
riched uranium with enrichment levels well 
beyond the enrichment level declared by Iran. 
The Agency and Iran have initiated technical 
discussions to fully clarify this issue.”

He concluded, “I welcome Iran’s high-lev-
el assurances that it is willing to implement 
further appropriate verification and mon-
itoring activities, and to cooperate with the 
Agency to resolve the outstanding safe-
guards issues, including those pertaining to 
the three undeclared locations in which the 
Agency found traces of uranium particles of 
anthropogenic origin. In the spirit of the joint 
statement, I look forward promptly to engag-
ing in technical follow-up discussions with 
Iran, as we have agreed. There is important 
work ahead of us.”

TEHRAN- The recent remarks 
made by head of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that 
any military strike on Iranian nucle-
ar installations would be unlawful 
have been slammed as “unworthy” 
by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.

Rafael Grossi stated on Saturday 
that any military strike on Iran’s 
nuclear facilities would be “illegal” 
and “outlawed,” as he was reacting 
to U.S. and Israeli military threats to 
hit them.

In a joint press conference in 
Tehran with Iranian nuclear chief 
Mohammad Eslami, Grossi stated, 
“I think any strike and any military 
attack on a nuclear site is unlawful, 
is out of the normative frameworks 

that we all follow by.”

The comments come amid ru-
mors that the Biden administration 
has increased its military coopera-
tion with Israel in recent weeks as 
negotiations over the Islamic Re-
public’s peaceful nuclear program 
have stalled.

At a meeting with his extremist 
cabinet on Sunday, Netanyahu ar-
gued that Grossi was a worthy per-
son who made an unworthy remark.

“Against what law? Is it accept-
able for Iran, a country that openly 
advocates for our annihilation, to 
put together the means of our oblit-
eration? Do we have to refrain from 
self-defense? Obviously, we have 
permission to do this,” he continued.

Israel may and should take 
whatever action is necessary to 
deal with Iran, and we have got 
their back, according to U.S. Am-
bassador to Israel Tom Nides, who 
warned last month that “all op-
tions are on the table.”

The Israeli regime has made nu-
merous covert attempts in recent 
years to undermine Iran’s peaceful 
nuclear program by assassinating 
Iranian scientists and carrying out 
sabotage acts at Iran’s nuclear fa-
cilities. 

It is worth saying that Israel is a 
nuclear-armed regime that has re-
fused to sign the nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT).

In November 2022 the United 
Nations General Assembly voted 

152-5 in favor of a resolution that 
demanded Israel destroy all its nu-
clear weapons arsenal and allow 
inspectors from the IAEA to visit its 
nuclear facilities.

The vote was undertaken by the 
UN’s First Committee which deals 
with disarmament, global challeng-
es and threats to peace that affect 
the international community and 
seeks out solutions to the challeng-
es in the international security.

Four countries - Canada, Microne-
sia, Palau, and the United States - as 
well as the Israeli regime, opposed 
the resolution on the “risk of nucle-
ar proliferation in the Middle East 
(West Asia).” Another 24 countries 
abstained, including some members 
of the European Union.

from page 1   The judiciary chief went on 
to say that this was not a general amnesty 
as some interpreted because general am-
nesty has one solid definition in terms of 
the Constitution and regulations. 

“This amnesty proposal was based on 
the inference and knowledge that we 
had of the principles of the Leader,” he 
underlined, adding, “It was based on the 
points that he had explicitly ordered to 
us either in public meetings or private-
ly, and we prepared that proposal with 
the summary we made with various ex-
perts.”
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IAEA chief says technical team to visit Tehran soon 

Netanyahu lambastes Grossi for calling attacks on nuclear sites ‘illegal’

Over 80,000 prisoners are 
amnestied 

TEHRAN PAPERS

from page 1   Main global actors, the 
U.S., Russia, international organizations, 
European countries, and the “Global 
South” are involved in it.

But the United States cannot ignore 
the fact that a group of effective inter-
national actors, that is, the Global South, 
while maintaining a friendship with 
Washington, are not ready to take side 
with the United States against Russia. 
Their views on the war in Ukraine are dif-
ferent from the views of Russia and the 
U.S.

This in turn shows two serious facts. 
First, these players who are from the 
Global South have the will and authori-
ty to choose their own way. They are not 
forced to join a bloc like during the Cold 
War. And the second fact is that the U.S. 
and Russia have not been able to detach 
them from their independent and differ-
ent position.

This is an important phenomenon and 
shows the fact that no country has global 
hegemony in the world.

Etemad: Hopeful tone of IAEA chief in 
Vienna

Writing in the Etemad newspaper 
about the IAEA chief’s visit to Tehran, 
political analyst Hassan Beheshtipour 
says: If the joint statement of Iran and 
the IAEA, which was published in three 
clauses, is the result of Rafael Grossi’s 
trip to Tehran, then we can have a better 
assessment of the achievements of this 
trip.

As stated in this statement, Iran is not 
going to give many accesses to the IAEA’s 
inspectors. The Islamic Republic is willing 
to give some access to the inspectors in 
the framework of Safeguards Agreement 
to resolve the remaining questions of the 
IAEA about three suspect sites.

 Iran had already answered the IAEA’s 
questions, but the body has said that it 
was not convinced. Now, Iran has prom-
ised to provide access to the IAEA to deal 
with these questions in the framework of 
IAEA safeguards.

It seems that Iran tried to satisfy Gros-
si as much as possible to prevent a res-
olution against Iran based on his report.

  When you look at the speech of the di-
rector general of the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency in Vienna on Saturday 
night, you will realize that he wanted to 
move things forward, not issue a new 
resolution against Iran.

IRAN: Preparing grounds for the West 
to return to negotiations

The two-day visit to Tehran by Rapha-
el Grossi, Director General of the Atomic 
Energy Agency, came to end on Saturday, 
March 4th, and he returned to Vienna, 
IRAN writes.

The director general announced at Vi-
enna airport that the inspection of the 
Fordow site will increase by 50%. He also 
claimed that monitoring cameras will be 
installed again in some places. While re-
jecting the 84% enrichment in Iran, Gros-

si also called the agreement for “access 
to people” as an important step in the 
negotiations.

Grossi’s words can be seen as a 
face-saving return of the West and the 
U.S. to the negotiation table.

During the unrest in Iran, the United 
States repeatedly announced that nucle-
ar negotiations are no longer on its agen-
da. But the failure of the project of chaos 
and anarchy in Iran has caused them to 
slowly change their approach and pre-
pare grounds for the start of negotia-
tions by sending frequent messages.

Arman-e-Melli: Iran, IAEA agree to 
resolve disputes

Arman-e-Melli writes: Grossi’s state-
ments after his trip to Vienna are such 
that one can have a positive impression 
about the resolution of the nuclear dis-
putes between Iran and the IAEA.

With the start of the Ukraine war, Iran’s 
nuclear issue was tied to the alleged 
sending of drones by Iran to Russia and 
the atmosphere surrounding the Iran 
nuclear talks entered a new phase.

 On the other hand, unrest took place 
in Iran and the Europeans imposed sanc-
tions against Iran under the pretext of 
protecting human rights.

Accordingly, Europe and the U.S. start-
ed to create a smearing campaign against 
Iran in the international arena. Therefore, 
Tehran finally came to the conclusion to 
enter into negotiations with the IAEA and 
fulfill safeguards so that the Westerners 
do not take a step towards sending the 
Iran case to the Security Council.

Now, during Grossi’s visit to Tehran, 
some safeguard issues have been put on 
the agenda and should be resolved, and 
it can be inferred from Mr. Grossi’s tone 
that an agreement between Iran and the 
IAEA would be reached to resolve nuclear 
case.

Javan: Is the U.S. building a bridge to 
negotiations?

Grossi’s words after leaving Tehran are 
a positive reaction to his agreement with 
Tehran, Javan writes.

The agreement between Iran and the 
IAEA was made three days after Robert 
Malley, the U.S. special representative 
for Iran affairs, said let’s see what the 
IAEA reports back and then there will be 
time for us to decide on appropriate next 
steps.

It is not clear whether Iran’s agreement 
with the IAEA will lead to the resumption 
of the JCPOA negotiations, but it is pos-
sible to imagine that the Biden govern-
ment may once again want to test the 
chance for a deal with Iran in view of the 
positive report by Grossi.

Earlier, the Wall Street Journal report-
ed that Britain, France, and Germany are 
more critical of Tehran than the U.S. Now 
we have to see if Washington will be able 
to build a bridge to revive the JCPOA from 
the results of Grossi’s trip to Tehran!

Etela’at: Ukrainian war shows there is no global hegemonic power

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in Thursday’s Iranian newspapers.

Leader calls pupil poisonings 
‘unforgivable crime’ 



TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Nasser Kanaani 
insisted on Monday that the Islamic 
Republic adheres to diplomacy and 
that its participation in nuclear dis-
cussions were in accordance with 
the Islamic Republic’s adherence to 
multiple dialogue and diplomacy.

Kanaani was referring to the nu-
clear negotiations that started in 
April 2021 to revive the 2015 nuclear 
deal but the talks came to a stand-
still in the summer of 2022 as the 
Biden administration is refusing to 
lift the sanctions imposed during 
Donald Trump’s presidency.

Speaking at his weekly news 
conference, Kanaani stated that 
Iran’s interactive approach over the 
past week has been palpable that 
has the potential to foster a climate 
for the settlement of remaining is-
sues as well as the augmentation 
of interactions to resume nuclear 
negotiations.

Iran has stated its intention to 
re-enter the nuclear agreement, 
officially known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
therefore IAEA Director General 
Rafael Grossi’s tour to Tehran is 
part of the Iranians’ active diplo-
macy, which will result in excellent 
mutual understandings. Grossi 
visited Iran on Friday and Saturday. 
He held talks with the Iranian pres-
ident, foreign minister and nuclear 
chief.  

He said that while “we should 
wait and see” if the other side 
would adopt the same course of 
action or not

Resolving the issues will disarm 
those who attempt to obstruct re-
turning to the diplomatic path, the 
spokesman noted.

The official continued by saying 
that Iran has exercised all of its 
legal and political rights to up-
hold those rights, and that it has 
repeatedly underlined its rights 
in accordance with the Non-Pro-

liferation Treaty (NPT) when it 
comes to its collaboration with 
the IAEA.

“Deputy FM attends NAM summit 
in Azerbaijan”

When asked about the depu-
ty foreign minister’s tour to the 
capital of the Azerbaijan Republic, 
Kanaani noted that Mehdi Sa-
fari traveled there to attend the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
summit. 

Fortunately, the trip had opened 
the door for meetings with vice 
president and foreign minister of 
the Azerbaijan Republic.

“Attack on Azerbaijan embassy”

On the January 27 attack on 
Azerbaijan’s embassy in Tehran by 
a gunman, he pointed out that the 
man had broken into the embassy 
for personal reasons.

He added the Iranian judiciary 
had looked into the matter, and 
Iran had stated its willingness to 
work with an Azerbaijani team on 
this matter.

“No formal Iran-U.S. talks”

Kanaani also pointed out that 
there haven’t been any open or 
formal discussions between Iran 
and the U.S., but that the U.S. side 
has affirmed that the two sides 
continue to communicate through 
intermediaries.

“Iran-Belgium prisoners swap”

Given an accord between Bel-
gium and Iran on a prisoner swap, 
he also said the deal had been 
prepared earlier but had not been 
carried out due to political issues in 
Belgium. 

He added that it can be useful in 
the case of Iranian diplomat Assad-
ollah Assadi, who has been unlaw-
fully detained in Belgium. 

Thus, the Iranian national should 
be unconditionally released, and 
Austria and Germany have also 
been informed of the situation, he 
continued.

“Iran sees Egypt as a regional 
power”

In response to a query on rela-
tions between Egypt and Iran, he 
stated that Cairo is not an excep-
tion to Tehran’s desire to strength-
en ties with friendly countries since 
Tehran sees Egypt as a regional 
power.

The new Iraqi government has 
been seeking to mend ties between 
Iran and Egypt.

“Moves on Afghanistan-Iran 
borderline”

Regarding the unconventional 
behavior of Taliban forces on Af-
ghanistan–Iran border, he assert-
ed that Iranian authorities imme-
diately pursued the bitter accident.

The unique situation in neigh-
boring Afghanistan sometimes re-
sult in a situation need to be taken 
seriously and promptly addressed.

The Tasnim news agency report-
ed on Sunday that Afghan border 
guards clashed with Iranian guards 
near the city of Pol-Milak in Sis-
tan-Baluchestan province. There 
were no casualties. 

Iran has been saying that it is 
ready to train Afghan border guards 
to avoid unwanted incidents.

“Reconstruction in Syria”

On Iran’s involvement in Syria’s 
reconstruction, Kanaani stated 
that while he does not have exact 
figures, the two countries have a 
close relationship and certain Irani-
an firms are involved in investment 
activities in the Arab nation.

“Israel’s ties with Turkmenistan 
not official”

When asked about the Zionist 
regime’s plan to open embassy in 
Ashgabat, which is 12 miles away 
from the Islamic Republic, Kanaani 
said Ashgabat and Tehran have 
very good and friendly relations 
and the Turkmenistan government 
is aware of the issues between the 
Zionist regime and Iran. 

He added the regime’s relations 
with Turkmenistan are not signifi-
cant and they have not yet estab-
lished an official relationship.

“Israel suffers from myriad of 
problems”

Regarding the widespread 
demonstrations in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, he said the 
Zionist regime is suffering from a 
myriad of problems, including po-
litical and security ones.

Noting that the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip are home to Pales-
tinian resistance groups, he reiter-
ated Tehran’s long-held policy that 
resistance is the only option for the 
Palestinians to attain independence 
and expel the occupation forces.

Anoushirvani 
hopeful of rebuilding 
Iran weightlifting 
Frome Page 1   “We knew about the 

difficulties that we were facing and tried to 
solve them step by step. There were problems 
regarding the renewal of the contracts of the 
federation’s personnel and the coaches, which 
we were able to solve some of problems by 
signing an appropriate contract with a sponsor.

“In the first step, we considered a specific 
budget for all provinces and then imported about 
100 sets of professional weightlifting equipment 
and distributed it all over the country,” added the 
president of the federation.

In the elections held at the Iran’s Academy 
Olympic in Tehran on Monday, Anoushiravani 
secured 52 votes out of 52 votes cast. He 
replaced Ali Moradi in the position.

Anoushirvani, who is a member of the Asian 
Weightlifting Federation’s executive board, also 
talked about his future plans.

“We are trying to increase the number of our 
representatives in international weightlifting 
boards. It may be difficult, but it’s possible,” he added. 

“With well-known figures such as Hossein 
Rezazadeh, Kurosh Bagheri and Behdad Salimi, 
we will definitely have candidates to take 
seats in international weightlifting boards and 
committees,” he concluded.

Anoushirvani is a former weightlifter who won 
the silver medal at the 2012 Summer Olympics 
with a total of 449 kg. He was the head coach 
of Iran’s weightlifting team at Rio Olympics in 
summer 2016, that won two golds.

Esteghlal earn late 
win over Gol Gohar: 
IPL
TEHRAN – Esteghlal football team battled 

back from a goal down to beat Gol Gohar 2-1 here 
at the Azadi Stadium on Monday.

Armin Sohrabian scored for the visiting team 
in the 24th minute but Reza Mirzaei leveled the 
score in the added time. 

Esteghlal were awarded a penalty minutes 
later and Kevin Yamga scored the winner. 

Gol Gohar forward Eric Bagnama was also 
shown a yellow card. 

Elsewhere, Malavan were held to a 1-1 draw 
against Aluminum in Bandar Anzali, Foolad 
earned a late draw against Mes in Kerman and 
Naft Masjed Soleyman and Nassaji shared the 
spoils in a 2-2 draw. 

Sepahan lead the table with 46 points, one 
point ahead of Persepolis.

Esteghlal are third with 43 points. 

Azmoun nets as 
Bayer down  
Hertha Berlin
TEHRAN - Sardar Azmoun, Jeremie Frimpong, 

Moussa Diaby and Amine Adli were all on target 
as Bayer Leverkusen defeated Hertha Berlin 4-1 
on Sunday.

Bayer Leverkusen kept their bid for European 
football alive with a dominant win.

Azmoun had scored just one Bundesliga goal 
going into Matchday 22 - he now has three after 
finding the back of the net in successive German 
top-flight matches for the first time in his career.

Hertha remained just one point ahead of the 
bottom four teams — Stuttgart, Hoffenheim, 
Schalke and Bochum — all on 19 points.

Leverkusen climbed to ninth.

Iran U20 can beat 
Vietnam: Marfavi
TEHRAN - Samad Marfavi believes Iran can 

overcome a buoyant Vietnam when they meet 
in Group B of the AFC U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 
2022 on Tuesday.

Iran trail leaders Vietnam by three points 
and a win for the Central Asian side will surely 
boost their chances of qualification into the 
knockout stage, with a possibility of a three-
way tie for first place if Australia also defeat 
Qatar in Group B’s other fixture.

Marfavi’s men fought tooth and nail against 
Australia on Matchday Two but were unable 
to match their opponents’ gritty display, with 
the match ending 3-2 against Iran.

“We were taken aback by Australia’s pace 
at the beginning of the match and despite 
changing our approach we still couldn’t force 
a stalemate,” said Marfavi, whose side last 
reached the knockout stage in 2016.

Despite the dropped points, Marfavi believes 
his side will rebound against Vietnam.

“We must get back into our rhythm of 
winning matches. These players are young 
and have a strong mentality. I believe in them 
and we have to work on both our technique 
and physical aspect of our game.

“Vietnam is a good team. They played 
well tactically in the first match which was 
impressive. However, we have analyzed its 
playing style and have our own tactics and we 
believe we can win.”

Vietnam’s wins over Australia (1-0) and 
Qatar (2-1) means a draw against Iran will be 
enough for the team to advance.

Anoushiravani 
elected head of 
Iran weightlifting 
federation
TEHRAN – Sajad Anoushirvani was elected 

unopposed as president of Iran weightlifting 
federation for a four-year term till 2027.

In the elections held at the Iran’s Academy 
Olympic in Tehran on Monday, Anoushiravani 
secured 52 votes out of 52 votes cast.

He replaced Ali Moradi in the position.

Anoushiravani is a former weightlifter who 
represented Iran in the +105 kg category and 
won the silver medal at the 2012 Summer 
Olympics with a total of 449 kg.

He was the head coach of Iran’s weightlifting 
team at Rio Olympics in summer 2016, that 
won two golds. 

Ansarifard scores 
in Omonoia’s win 
over Karmiotissa
TEHRAN - Iranian striker Karim Ansarifard 

sparked his side’s comeback as Omonoia left 
it late to defeat Karmiotissa Sunday night.

Visiting Omonoia defeated Karmiotissa 
2-1 on the 26th Matchday of the Cyprus A 
Division.

Niko Kaltsas scored the opener for 
Karmiotissa in the 62nd minute but 
substitute Ansarifard equalized the match in 
the 77th minute.

Hector Yuste sent his header into the back 
of the net in the injury time to seal an away 
win for Omonoia.

Iran 3rd at Asia-
Pacific Deaf Judo 
Championships
TEHRAN – Iran finished in third place at the 

Asia-Pacific Deaf Judo Championships.

In the competition, which was held in 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan on March 5 and 6, the 
Iranian judo athletes won one gold, one silver 
and three bronze medals. 

Ali Salahshour in the under 66kg won a 
gold, while Hossein Allahkarimi seized a silver 
in the under 90kg and Mehrdad Bodaghi in 
the under 60kg, Amir Mohammad Daftari in 
the under 73kg and Ali Dehghan in the under 
81kg claimed three bronze medals.

Kazakhstan and South Korea finished in the 
first and second place, respectively. 
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IRAN IN FOCUS

TEHRAN - A new investigation by the Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz has revealed that the Tel 
Aviv regime is exporting weapons worth bil-
lions of dollars to the Republic of Azerbaijan in 
return for supplying Israel with oil and provid-
ing access to Iran.

Haaretz reported that since 2016, at least 
92 cargo flights flown by Azerbaijani Silk Way 
Airlines have landed at Israel’s Ovda airbase, 
the only airfield in the occupied territories 
through which explosives are transferred, 
Press TV reported.

In October 2013, the head of the Israel Civil 
Aviation Authority signed an exemption per-
mitting Silk Way planes to fly shipments of 
explosives – “classified as dangerous mate-

rials banned to fly” – from Ovda to a military 
airfield on the outskirts of the Azeri capital 
Baku, the report said.

The data, it added, expose an increasing pace 
of flights to Baku, especially in the middle of 
2016, in late 2020 and at the end of 2021, which 
coincide with periods of Azerbaijan-Armenia 
fighting in the Nagorno-Karabakh region.

Haaretz also cited foreign media reports 
that said Azerbaijan has allowed the Israeli spy 
agency Mossad to set up a forward branch in 
Azerbaijan to monitor what is happening in 
neighboring Iran and has even prepared an air-
field intended to aid the occupation regime in 
case it decides to attack Iranian nuclear sites.

It further highlighted official reports from 

Azerbaijan that said Israel has over the past 
years sold Azerbaijan the most advanced 
weapons, including ballistic missiles, electronic 
warfare systems, kamikaze drones and more.

An investigative report in the Czech me-
dia in 2018, it continued, found that weapons 
banned for sale to Azerbaijan were flown there 
in spite of the arms embargo – in a circular deal 
through Israel.

“Azerbaijan’s relations with Israel are dis-
creet but close,” wrote Rob Garverick, head of 
the political and economic department in the 
U.S. embassy in Baku, in a 2009 telegram that 
was published as part of the Wikileaks docu-
ments.

Each side “finds it easy to identify with the 
other’s geopolitical difficulties and both rank 
Iran as an existential security threat. 

Israel’s world-class defense industry with 
its relaxed attitude about its customer base 
is a perfect match for Azerbaijan’s substan-
tial defense needs that are largely left unmet 
by the United States, Europe and Russia for 
various reasons tied to Armenia and Na-
gorno-Karabakh.”

Recent estimates show that Azerbaijan has 
become Israel’s largest supplier of oil while Tel 
Aviv is now responsible for almost 70 percent 
of Baku’s weapons.

In contrast to its warming of ties with Israel, 
Azerbaijan’s relations with Iran were strained 
in January following an attack on the Eurasian 
country’s embassy in Tehran.

Politicizing the incident, Azerbaijan closed its 
diplomatic mission and evacuated staff over 
what it called a “terrorist act,” with President 
Ilham Aliyev blaming it on the “Iranian estab-
lishment.”

This is while an initial investigation pointed to 
“personal and family-related problems” as the 
motive of the assailant.

Israel exports arms to Azerbaijan in return for access to Iran, oil: Haaretz 

Ayatollah Khamenei marks National  
Tree Planting Day

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei marked the National Tree Plant-
ing Day by planting three saplings on Monday.

Referring to this year’s slogan “Each Iranian, Three Saplings”, the Leader said: “If each 
Iranian plants three saplings, the government’s goal to plant one billion saplings over the 
next four years will be realized.”

National Tree Planting Day is annually celebrated on the fifteenth day of Esfand, the last 
month on the Iranian calendar. The day also marks the beginning of the National Week of 
Natural Resources.

Iran dedicated to multilateral nuclear 
talks, diplomacy: Foreign Ministry



By Fatemeh Saberi
International Women’s Day is 

celebrated every year on March 8 
as a focal point of attention to the 
women of the world.

This day is more than a chance 
to talk about empowering 
women. It should become an 
opportunity to highlight the 
violation of human rights against 
women and girls and gender 
discrimination toward them. 

In fact, women are in crisis now 
more than ever. The crisis can be 
called inequality of the century.

The situation has been created 
by the capitalism and Western 
patriarchal culture, in which 
the beneficiary is a man and the 
exploited is a woman.

Powerful yet forgotten!
In the last few decades women 

have made notable progress in 
securing their legal and economic 
rights such as enhancing higher 
education and improving their 
status in the fields of politics and 
society.

As of October 2019, the global 
participation rate of women 
in national-level parliaments 
is 24.5%. In 2013, women held 
8% of all national leaders and 
2% of all presidential positions. 
Additionally, 75 percent of all 
prime ministers and presidents 
have been women in the past two 
decades.

Therefore, it is true that the 
world has shown positive signs 
with a more open view of women’s 
political and social presence, but 
these achievements still have 
not solved the basic and real 
problems of women. 

And not only is it not enough 
for women, but they also need 
to be connected more with each 
other to survive serious identity 
crises in front of them.

Now, the most important 
challenge facing women is their 
freedom from the Western 
capitalist narrative of women and 
femininity.

This issue has now put women 
in a more critical situation with 
the modern objectification made 
by the pornography, fashion and 
cosmetics industries.

“World Women’s Report”, 
published every five years since 
1990, says after two centuries 
of female human rights activists, 
no country achieved the goal 
of gender equality in 2022, and 
violence against women and girls 
is still prevalent in the world.

So, it’s true that the world has 
changed - a little - over the past 
decade and a half, but it’s not 

enough for women.

More than ever, they need to 
reinvent themselves and stand 
up for solidarity against the ever-
increasing commodification of the 
booming pornography, fashion, 
and cosmetics industries.

Since 1991, with the formation 
of “The American Dream”, the 
media have been promoting “The 
Beauty Myth” as a top priority.

It is obvious that “beauty” was 
considered an effective value 
and nourished and prospered 
some industries such as the food 
industry with 33 billion dollars of 
income per year; cosmetic surgery 
industry with 300 million dollars; 
pornography industry with 7 
billion dollars; and cosmetics 
industry with 20 billion dollars. 

And women in this period 
became victims of the patriarchal 
capitalist system more than ever.

Another problem in the last few 
decades is the epidemy of sexual 
abuse, which still has high rates in 
the world. 

According to the available 
documents about the status of 
women, if at one time nearly 
800 thousand slaves were 
transported from Africa to 
America, now a hundred thousand 
girls are sold as slaves in America 
every year.

And people can buy a girl, 
usually from Latin America or 
Africa or Southeast Asia, etc., for a 
price equal to a thousand dollars, 
4 times less than the price of a 
slave at today’s rate.

The #MeToo movement in 2017 
was also drawing another aspect 
of rape and sexual harassment 
of women, especially in the 
workplace, and condemned it.

On November 30, 2021, the New 
York Times published a report 
titled “Like Fresh Meat: Details of 
Rampant Sexual Harassment in 
the Australian Parliament.” 

Also, in the United States, news 
stories show sexual harassment 
of women by the police.

Between 2005 and 2015, there 
were 517 cases of sexual assault 
by police in the United States, 
according to Bowling Green 
State University criminal justice 
professor Philip Stinson.

Another study found that 
nearly 1,000 officers in the United 
States lost their badges for rape 
and other sexual offenses over a 
six-year period. 

According to statistics, rapes 
that occur on college campuses 
are reported in only one out of 
twenty-five cases. Just as only 
one percent of sexual rapists in 
the army are prosecuted.

Oppression or freedom?
Women have been fighting for 

freedom, equal rights, and gender 
indiscrimination for more than a 
century. 

But they are still weak, 
defenseless, and more scattered 
than ever, wandering and passive 
in reaching their desired goal.

 But the question can be raised 
from here, why women have not 
been able to reach their desired 
and real position after a century 
of efforts?!

The answer to these questions 
covers a wide range of issues. 
However, one of the important 
aspects that can be considered 
in answering this question is 
the dominance of the Western 

“industrial capitalist patriarchal 
system” narrative on the identity 
of Western women and other 
women of the world.

After removing women from the 
safe haven of the family to society 
and the work environment as cheap 
and low-cost labor, and giving 
some economic and legal rights, 
the capitalist system now tries to 
materialize by drawing a model of 
sexual and sensual women. They 
should do something new for the 
benefit of men.

Capitalism now more than 
ever with the legendary 
standardization of beauty and 
the promotion of sexual models 
created by its media propaganda, 
puts women under mental, 
psychological, and emotional 
pressures more than ever.

The capitalist system once 
needed cheap women to build 
its factories, and now it needs 
women’s beauty and body to 
develop other industries. 

And this is the same vicious cycle 
that has been realized in capitalism 
and has made it devoid of moral 
values because it does not think of 
anything other than profit.

Yes, when capitalism 
determines the position of 
humans in the capitalist system, 
humans are no longer the same 
and it is the male gender that is 
placed above the female gender. 

This is the dark well in the 
western capitalist system that 
women have fallen into for more 
than two centuries and still have 
not been able to get out of it. 

Therefore, the important 
question now is whether 
capitalism, with its presence in 
the field of global management 
for more than two centuries, 
provide the ground for women’s 
oppression or women’s freedom.

Betty Friedan
Biography: Betty 

Friedan was an American 
feminist writer and 
activist, and a leading 
figure in the women’s 
movement in the United 
States during the 20th 
century. Her 1963 
book, “The Feminine 
Mystique,” is often 
credited with sparking 
the second wave of 
American feminism.

Introduction: “The Feminine Mystique” First published 
in 1963, “The Feminine Mystique” ignited a revolution 
that profoundly changed culture, consciousness, and 
lives. Today, it continues to penetrate to the heart of 
issues that determine and sound a call to arms against 
the very real dangers of a new feminine mystique in the 
economic and political turbulence of the 1990s.

Naomi wolf
Biography: Naomi Wolf played a leading role in so-

called “third-wave” feminism and was an advocate of 
“power feminism,” which holds that women must assert 
themselves politically to achieve their goals. She advised 
the presidential campaigns of Bill Clinton and Al Gore. 
Her books include The Beauty Myth, Fire With Fire, and 
The End of America.

Introduction: The Beauty Myth

In her 1991 book, The Beauty Myth, Naomi Wolf speaks 

about the obsession with 
physical perfection that 
traps modern women in 
an endless spiral of hope, 
s e l f- co n s c i o u s n e s s , 
and self-hatred as they 
try to fulfill society’s 
impossible definition of 
“flawless beauty.” Wolf 
argues that beauty is 
the “last, best belief 
system that keeps male 
dominance intact.” She 
exposes the relentless 
and insidious ideals of 

beauty that are used to undermine women, especially 
at a time when they are breaking barriers to succeed. 
These ideals of beauty — thin, fair, young, delicate — 
are taught to women every day in myriad ways, making 
it even harder to spot where they truly stem from: 
large industries in a capitalist system that profit from 
women’s insecurities.

The book describes a set of punishing cultural 
practices that, she explains, were “designed” to oppress 
women newly liberated by second-wave feminism.

Susan Faludi
Biography: Susan Charlotte Faludi is an American 

feminist, journalist, and author. She won a Pulitzer 
Prize for Explanatory Journalism in 1991 and is known 
especially for her report on the leveraged buyout of 
Safeway Stores and for her exploration of the depiction 
of women by the news media.

Introduction: In her 
book preface, Faludi 
shows how creators 
of commercial culture 
distort feminist 
concepts to sell 
products while selling 
women short, how 
the feminist ethic of 
economic independence 
is twisted into the 
consumer ethic of 
buying power, and how 
the feminist quest for 

self-determination is warped into a self-centered quest 
for self-improvement. She observes that although 
legislators claim that women are so equal that we no 
longer need an equal rights amendment, the message 
that flashes behind the news celebrating the American 
woman’s victory is that although women may be free 
and equal now, they have never been more miserable. 
The New York Times reports that childless women are 
“depressed and confused”, Newsweek says that unwed 
women are “hysterical” and crumbling under a “profound 
crisis of confidence”, and health advice manuals inform 
us that high-powered career women are stricken with 
unprecedented outbreaks of “stress disorders”, hair 
loss, bad nerves, alcoholism, and even heart attacks. 
So, if the status of women has never been higher, why 
is their emotional state so low? If women got what they 
asked for, what could possibly be the matter now?

Jean Kilbourne
Biography: Jean 

Kilbourne is an American 
public speaker, writer, 
filmmaker, and activist 
known for her work on 
the portrayal of women 
in advertising and her 
critical studies of alcohol 
and tobacco advertising.

I n t r o d u c t i o n : 
Documentary series 
Killing Us Softly

This latest edition of Jean Kilbourne’s influential 
and award-winning Killing Us Softly series addresses 
the objectification and sexualization of women in 
advertising. Kilbourne exposes how the advertising 
industry reinforces and glamorizes a regressive and 
degrading concept of femininity, using a broad range 
of contemporary print and television ads. She reveals 
a misogynistic fantasy world of undernourished, 
oversexualized, and objectified women, and explores 
these images against the backdrop of eating disorders, 
men’s violence against women, and the political 
backlash against feminism. Provocative and inspiring, 
Killing Us Softly 4 challenges young people to question 
traditional gender norms and think critically about the 
fundamental relationship between representation and 
power.

By Zeynab Hosseini

The concept of feminism was born in France 
at the end of the 19th century, developed in 
Western European countries and America, and 
then spread to other languages and countries 
around the world. It was formed to put direct 
pressure on decision-making institutions in the 
field of women, arguing that reforms from top 
to bottom were not enough. Feminist thought 
is now somewhat institutionalized in academia 
or universities, and popular feminist books are 
very successful.

However, feminism and its achievements for 
women are now being evaluated and criticized 
more than ever. Critics of contemporary 
feminism believe that feminists have turned 
women into permanent victims by naming and 
analyzing the harm done to women. They also 
criticize that feminism has started a gender war 
by documenting the conflicts and inequalities 
between men and women, to the extent that 
we are now facing the men’s movement.

To what extent have international 
organizations in charge of women’s rights, 
such as the United Nations and the CEDAW 
Convention, been able to provide a basis for 
women’s exit from the vicious cycle of women’s 
empowerment to a productive cycle?

It is true that today feminism has different 
flavors, mainly due to differences in the causes 
of concern and conditions of women around the 
world. But this question must be raised: now 
that the legal institutions of the United Nations 
have become a place for the reproduction of 
the Western idea of women and the standards 
of the Western white woman, should the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) - 
which is an international legal document that 
obliges countries to eliminate discrimination 
against women and girls in all fields and 
promote the equal rights of women and girls - 
be reviewed?

According to the latest data from the “Women 
of the World Report,” which has been prepared 
every five years since 1990, after two centuries 
of struggle by feminist movements and human 
rights activists, no country has achieved gender 
equality in 2022. Violence against women and 
girls is still prevalent worldwide.

Talking about the effectiveness of CEDAW as 
an international legal mechanism is just a sweet 
dream. The truth is that until the attitude towards 
us, the position and function of women in human 
society and the universe is not corrected globally, 
supporting women’s rights is meaningless. This 
is the reason why CEDAW has been ineffective 
from the beginning until now.

In addition to these cases, it should be added 
that the political and one-sided approach of 
CEDAW in interpreting the provisions of the 
convention and reporting from the member 
countries also blocks the way of the correct 
implementation of this document.

Now it is clear to everyone that the United 
Nations organizes the world and makes 
decisions based on liberal and Western ideas. 
The legal institutions around women are not 
exempt from this approach, and considering 
the dominance of the narrative of liberal and 
Western feminism over other narratives, the 
main focus of which is gender equality, the 
main focus of the CEDAW discourse is the 
equality of men and women, regardless of their 
differences in personality traits and physical 
functions. This demand for equality (similarity) 
instead of fulfilling women’s rights in the 
discourse of Western experts has caused more 
discrimination against women.

Therefore, now more than ever, it is necessary 
and essential to criticize international 
institutions based on Western feminist 
schools. At the same time, we should review the 
consequences and achievements of feminism 
and examine the paradoxes of feminism 
through the lens of other philosophical and 
historical traditions of the East and West.
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WEST VS WOMEN

Since 1991, with the 
formation of “The 
American Dream”, 

the media have been 
promoting “The 

Beauty Myth” as a top 
priority.

Is it time for a change?

Paradox of Feminism
The feminist movement aims to improve the 

conditions for women, yet only a minority of women in 
modern societies identify as feminists. This is known 
as the paradox of feminism. So, who is feminism for? 

Isn’t it time to question the goals of feminism? Some 
questions that arise include: Did women’s full equality 
require the total destruction of the nuclear family? 
Did it necessitate a sexual revolution that would 

dismantle traditions of modesty, courtship, and 
fidelity that had characterized relations between 
the sexes for centuries? Did it cause the broken 
dating culture and the rape crisis on our college 

campuses? Did it lead to a war between the sexes 
that would deem men as the “enemy” of women? 
Have the strides of feminism made women happier 
in their home and work lives? The answer is no.

Women’s Day or 
Women’s Crisis



By Fatemeh Saberi
The narrative of the Islamic 

revolution regarding the new 
identity of Iranian women, along 
with the capitalist system’s narrative 
about women, has become a site for 
a full-scale ideological and cultural 
battle more than ever before. The 
recent story of Mahsa Amini’s death 
and the controversy surrounding it 
in Iran has revealed this battle in all 
its intensity.

The courageous Iranian Muslim 
woman aims to create a new and 
more realistic model for Iranian 
women, distinct from the two 
common models. The first model 
is the western capitalist narrative 
of women, which has turned them 
into objects of enjoyment, abuse, 
and inhumane and objectifying 
exploitation. The second type is 
the narrative of the isolated and 
passive eastern woman, who has 
been sidelined and has had no role 
in history making.

The third model is the Iranian 
Muslim woman’s narrative, which 
seeks to present a new identity of 
women based on the values of the 
Quran and ethics. Iranian Muslim 
women have opened a new chapter 
in the history of women globally 
and have shown that it is possible 
to be a woman, be modest, veiled, 
and honorable while also being at 
the forefront of political and social 
activities. They have proven that 
it is possible to maintain a clean 
family stronghold and make new 
and great achievements in the 
political and social arena.

After the Islamic Revolution 
of 1979, Iranian Muslim women 
were able to excel in various 
fields, including education and 
science, and benefited from the 
right to education as one of their 
important human rights. The right 
of women to higher education 

in the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
considered a natural and innate 
right of every human being, and 
accordingly, in the religion of Islam, 
which is the basis of legislation in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, this 
important right is recognized 
equally for women and men.

As a result of these measures, 
the share of Iranian female 
students in the country’s public 
universities has reached 56%, 
and the number of female faculty 
members has exceeded 3.33%. 
Additionally, the share of female 
faculty members in medical 
science universities has reached 
34%, while the share of female 
specialist doctors has increased 
to 40%, and the number of female 
authors and publishers has also 
risen to more than 9500 and 840, 
respectively. These successes are 
just a part of the realization of the 
ideals of the Islamic revolution, 
which should be highlighted.

According to the leader of 
the Islamic Revolution of Iran, 
respecting women means that 
women should be given the 
time to use the excellent and 
highlighted powers and faculties 
that God Almighty has placed in 
every human being - including the 
special faculty of women - to be 
able to emerge and make use of 
them.

Moreover: 

• Over 2390 women serve 
on the boards of directors of 
knowledge-based companies, and 
women make up 33.3% of faculty 
members at universities. 

• Women hold 25.2% of all 
government positions at all levels, 
and they serve in delicate positions 
such as 1000 judges or presidents 
of the Environment Organization 
in four frequent terms. 

• According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO, 2022), 
women’s life expectancy has 
increased from 63 years in 1991 
to more than 79 years in 2019 
(compared to men’s 75 years).

• Proper access to 60 midwives 
and 2.8 gynecologists has been 
provided per 100,000 women in 
different parts of the country. 
• The mortality rate of children 
under 5 has decreased by 14.2 per 
100,000 live births. 

• Currently, Iranian young 
girls and women have access to 
784 different vocational majors 
in various sectors, including 
agriculture, industry, and services. 
Among them are mechanics, 
computer sciences, electronics, 
IT, ICT, etc. (Interactive Dialogue 
- Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW61), 13-24 March 
2017, 4th meeting, 2017).

• Women constitute a significant 
proportion of ICT users in Iran, 
with 45% of total mobile users, 
48% of computer users, and 48% 
of internet users being female. 

• Iranian women have won 3,302 
medals at recent international 
sports events, having access to 

16,111 gyms. In Islam, men and 
women are considered completely 
equal as human beings. According 
to the leaders and thinkers of 
the Islamic Revolution of Iran, 
respecting women means giving 
them the time to flourish and use 
the excellent faculties that God has 
placed in them. This view is derived 
from the Quran and Islam. Islam 
views men and women equally, 
regardless of gender, in their pursuit 
of developing their talents. Ayatollah 
Khamenei states that Islam’s 
perspective on gender is secondary 
and that the primary viewpoint 
is that of humanity. Gender does 
not play a role in the major human 
issues related to humans, and there 
is no difference between men and 
women in this regard. Gender is a 
secondary and temporary matter 
that gains meaning in the functions 
of life, but it has no effect on the 
fundamental course of humanity. 
Ayatollah Khamenei has always 
criticized the Western perspective on 
women, believing that the Western 
tradition and capitalist system have 
misunderstood women and failed 
to uphold women’s human rights. 
Unfortunately, this misconception 
has become a common coin in 
the world, leading to misguided 
and harmful actions. He also 
considers the notion that women 
are no different from men and 
should strive for gender equality 
as fundamentally wrong. He states 
that Islam’s view of men and women 
is that of humankind. There is no 
difference in terms of humanity, 
spiritual growth, intellectual 
and scientific talents, except for 
different formats for different job 
classes, and same duties.

In this regard, the question 
arises as to whether it is a service 
to remove the two genders from 
their unique positions and reduce 
them to a mere entity in a special 
area. This is what the Westerners 
are doing.

Ayatollah Khamenei believes 
that in Islamic thought and 
the Qur’anic view, women, with 
their feminine strengths which 
Almighty God has endowed them 
with, can play an exceptional 
role in society. This is due to their 
deep faith, stability, modesty, 
and chastity which illuminates 
the space around them. No man 
can play such a role. Like a firm 
mountain of faith, at the same 
time like a bubbling spring of 
affection, love, and feminine 
feelings, they quench the thirsty 
and needy with the fountain of 
their patience and affection. 
Humans can be nurtured in such 
a blessed embrace. If women with 
these characteristics did not exist 
in the world, humanity would have 
no meaning. This is the meaning of 
the value and identity of a woman, 
something that the petrified 
brains of the Westerners cannot 
comprehend.

Nowadays, whenever we talk about women, 
feminism inevitably comes to mind. It has 
been a symbol of women’s demands and a 
movement around the world for the past 
century. However, feminism has been subject 
to many serious criticisms and pluralism in 
its views. Postmodernism has brought about 
an unprecedented plurality of opinions within 
feminism, resulting in different narratives 
without reaching a common understanding. 
This has made feminist rhetoric less effective 
than ever. Furthermore, the “Women Against 
Feminism” movement has fundamentally 
challenged the discourse of feminism.

The “Women Against Feminism” movement 
acknowledges the past battles of feminism 
for women’s rights in the West and the 
severe oppression that women still face 
in many parts of the world. However, they 
argue that modern Western feminism has 
become a divisive and sometimes hateful 
force, exaggerating women’s problems 
while ignoring men’s problems and stifling 
dissenting views. They also obsessively focus 
on men’s misbehavior and women’s personal 
mistakes.

In addition to the existence of different 
flavors of feminist theory, women in America 
criticize and evaluate feminism more than 

others. According to a Time cover story by 
Los Angeles Times feature writer Elizabeth 
Mehren, “Our generation was the human 
sacrifice” to the women’s movement. She 
argues that baby-boom women like her have 
been duped by feminism: “We believed the 
rhetoric.” In Newsweek, writer Kay Ebeling 

dubs feminism “The Great Experiment 
That Failed” and asserts that “women in 
my generation, its perpetrators, are the 
casualties.” In an American poll, majorities of 
women of all age groups say that “feminist” 
describes them at least somewhat well. 
However, 45% say feminism is polarizing, and 
30% say it’s outdated.

These descriptions raise questions about 
whether feminism has served women or 
whether women have served feminism. Does 
feminism, which is heavily influenced by 
Western thought, have the power necessary 
to liberate women from the patriarchal 
system of Western industrial capitalism?

Evidence and opinions indicate that 
feminism serves the Western capitalist 
system more than it serves women. This 
awareness is now forming among an 
important part of Western women. Many who 
identify as feminists criticize the Western 
industrial capitalist system, where patriarchy 
is institutionalized. They believe that women’s 
efforts to liberate themselves and reach the 
desired political, social, and economic status 
include criticism of the Western capitalist 
system, in which women are enslaved.

We are caught between the waves of 
feminism and capitalism!

What is the 
reason for the 

hostility of modern 
Western industrial 
capitalism towards 

the spiritual 
identity of women, 
moral, and family 

values? 

The third model 
is the Iranian 

Muslim woman’s 
narrative, which 
seeks to present 
a new identity of 
women based on 
the values of the 
Quran and ethics.

Iranian Muslim woman and 
the third design of women

By Mahdyeh Saeedi
The formation of the “Women’s Liberation 

Movement” in the West has often been used 
to promote the superiority of the capitalist 
system as a symbol of developed Western 
society based on liberal values. However, 
the hypocritical approach of the West, which 
claimed to champion women’s freedom while 
exploiting women for material gain, not 
only failed to bring real freedom to women, 
but also led to the collapse of the family in 
the West. This is evident from the voices of 
Western thinkers who now raise the alarm.

With the rise of industrial capitalism, the 
family gradually lost its role as the creator and 
maintainer of human society. Women were 
subjected to extensive economic exploitation, 
being treated as low-cost, cheap, and readily 
available assets in the capitalist system. As 
they moved away from the home and family 
environment and entered the new industrial 
society, they assumed roles that did not value 
their originality and identity as mothers, 
wives, and family members. This is where the 
gradual deterioration of the family began.

Warnings about the decline of the family 
are now more widespread 
than ever. Although 
liberals and young 
people may dismiss it 
as irrelevant, the fact 
remains that everything 
is changing, and it is 
up to us to deal with 
it. With the promotion 
and popularization of 
the beauty ideology by 
the capitalist system, 
women are now more 
than ever alienated from 
their natural and innate 
roles as mothers, wives, 
and family-oriented 
individuals. The power of 
the market and the multi-
billion-dollar advertising industry in the 
fields of fashion, clothing, diet, cosmetics, 
and beauty procedures dictates to women 
that they are a valuable commodity and that 
their past roles are worthless. They are told 
to distance themselves from their previous 
roles and embrace new ones dictated by the 
market.

The unprecedented interference of 
Western liberal governments in private 
life has resulted in children gaining power, 
robbing family savings, and imprisoning 
parents without trial. The phenomenon of 
the divorce revolution, about four decades 
ago at the height of the sexual revolution, 
was one of the most adventurous social 
experiments in the history of the modern 
West. It led to jurisdictions enacting laws that 
treat marriage as an enforceable contract. 
Nowadays, it is not possible to create a 
binding agreement to establish a family, 
and the government can simply terminate 
the marriage based on the opposition 
of the other at the request of one of the 
couples. The triangle of “divorce,” “custody 
battle,” and “property division,” along with 
the formation of the feminist-homosexual 
current, believes that families are defined 
and developed based on the whims of 
individuals, and therefore, they should be 
completely privatized. The formation of the 
idea of “chosen family,” such as LGBTIQA, in 
Western industrial societies, against the idea 
of “family of origin,” which is formed based 

on biological bonds, shows how much people 
in the West do not trust the institution of the 
family. This makes it clearer than ever that 
greedy and hypocritical western capitalism 
is getting rid of the responsibility of the 
family. Instead of solving the problems and 
challenges of the family, it tries to erase the 
face of the problem. This capitalist neglect 
of the family problem has reached such a 
degree that now the tragedy of the collapse 
of the family in the West has raised the voice 
of Western thinkers themselves.

But in Islam, family formation is the 
result of a general law of creation, which is 
the law of marriage: “مِمّا کُلَّها  الَازواجَ  خَلَقَ  الَّذی   سُبحانَ 
36:36 یَعلَمون.”  لا  مِمّا  وَ  اَنفُسِهِم  مِن  وَ  الَارضُ   According تنُبِتُ 
to the Qur’an, the Almighty God has placed 
marriage in everything: humans, animals, 
and plants. This marriage, which is so clear 
in the Islamic view, is the exact opposite 
point of the contradiction in the Hegelian and 
Marxist dialectics. In Islam, synthesis does 
not come from antithesis but from marriage. 
From marriage and companionship, the next 
rank in man is created, the next generation 

is created, the next 
movement is created, and 
the next stage is created.

However, this fixed 
law in humans has a 
condition. This is not 
specific to Islam. Look 
at all the religions in the 
world, and marriage is 
considered legal. These 
rules ensure the health 
of the family. If humans 
were free to satisfy 
their sexual instincts as 
they wished, the family 
would either not form, or 
it would become weak, 
empty, threatening, and 

destructible. For this reason, it is now more 
evident than ever that wherever sexual 
freedoms exist, the family is equally weak 
because men and women do not need this 
institution to satisfy their instincts. In places 
where religion is the guiding principle, and 
there is no sexual freedom, everything is 
regulated for men and women, and hence the 
family is maintained. The struggle of western 
propaganda with Muslims and the Islamic 
Republic originates from this fundamental 
difference in values.

Now, the question that can be asked by 
Islamic experts and thinkers is, what is the 
reason for the hostility of modern Western 
industrial capitalism towards the spiritual 
identity of women, moral, and family values? 
When we turn to the works of modern Western 
thinkers, we see that almost every theorist in 
modern Western law has something to say 
about the family, often to the detriment of 
the family. These theorists include Erasmus, 
Milton, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Mill, Marx, 
and Freud.

In other words, the crisis of the family 
is not simply a product of the sexual and 
feminist revolutions, although they certainly 
accelerated the rate of deterioration. The 
cause of the current decline of the family in 
today’s societies may be inherent in what is 
commonly called modernity or the industrial 
capitalist system.
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How has liberal capitalism contributed 
to the collapse of the family institution?



From page 1   special attention 
was paid to the African region, so 
that Iran’s exports to African coun-
tries experienced a growth of 10-15 
percent and exceeded 1 billion dollars 
and reached 2.10 billion dollars.”

Referring to the potential of West 
African countries, the official said: 
“Most of our trade has been with 
East and North Africa, and trade 
with West African countries, which 
are an important place of mineral 
resources and high potential, has 
been neglected.”

“One of the obstacles in trade 
with West African countries was 
the lack of recognition and commu-
nication; so steps are taken to de-
velop trade in today’s international 
economic conference, which is held 
with the presence of 50 officials 
and entrepreneurs from 10 West 
African countries”, the TPO head 
further highlighted.

Iran’s export to Africa rises 6% in 
11 months on year

The value of Iran’s non-oil export 
to Africa rose six percent in the first 
11 months of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 21, 2022-February 
19, 2023), as compared to the same 
period of time in the past year, the 
vice president of Iran and Africa Mer-
chants Club Ruhollah Latifi said.

Latifi noted that Iranian traders 
exported over 2.379 million tons of 
commodities worth $1,155,532,000 

to African countries in the mentioned 
11-month period, IRNA reported.

According to the official, among 
Iran’s 55 African trade partners, the 
Islamic Republic exported commod-
ities to 45 countries.

Latifi put the total Iran-Africa 
trade in the said 11 months at 2.465 
million tons valued at $1.239 billion, 
of which the share of Iran’s import 
was 85,851 tons valued at $83.5 
million. The value of imports from 
Africa increased by 61 percent.

The total trade between Iran and 
Africa also increased by eight per-
cent in terms of value in the said 
period, the official said.

The official named South Africa, 

Mozambique, Ghana, Sudan, and Ni-
geria as the main export destinations 
and Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa, 
Ghana, and Seychelles as the major 
sources of imports for Iran among 
the African countries in the first 11 
months of the present year.

Latifi earlier said that trade be-
tween Iran and Africa reached $1.250 
billion last year with a 100 percent 
growth, and considering the current 
trend of trade with the African con-
tinent the figure is expected to reach 
$1.7 billion by the end of the current 
year (March 20, 2023).

Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization has also said the 
country is taking the necessary 
steps to increase annual trade ex-

changes with African countries to 
$5 billion by the Iranian calendar 
year 1404 (begins in March 2025).

Peyman-Pak said the trade with 
the mentioned countries is expect-
ed to reach $2.5 billion by the end 
of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 20, 2023).

Referring to the preparation of the 
country’s trade development road-
map at the beginning of the work of 
the 13th administration, the official 
said: “In this roadmap, major factors 
including exports and the share of 
different sectors are specified, and in 
the case of Africa, the priorities and 
targets for trade with different coun-
tries and the requirements for reach-
ing these targets are determined.”

TEHRAN – The first phase of 
Iran’s biggest dry port and rail ter-
minal called Aprin was officially 
inaugurated on Monday in a cer-
emony attended by the country’s 
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash, 
Fars News Agency reported.

Covering approximately 450 
hectares of land near the capital 
Teheran, Aprin is located at the 
junction of Iran’s East-West and 
North-South rail corridors, which 
makes it a significant hub for the 
distribution and exports of goods 
via railroad.

Speaking at the inauguration 
ceremony, Bazrpash said the first 
phase of the terminal, covering 55 
hectares, has been developed with 
an investment of 10 trillion rials 
(about $22.1 million) by the private 
sector.

According to the minister, fast-
er clearance of imported goods, 
as well as reduced fuel consump-
tion, time of deposition of goods in 
customs, carrying out formalities 
for exported goods in the vicinity 
of the capital, job creation, and 
production boom, are among the 
benefits of this strategic port.

TEHRAN- The head of Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO) stressed the expansion of 
trade ties with Qatar and cooperation with the 
Qatari traders and businessmen in the field of 
partnership and joint investment and infra-

structure development.

Alireza Peyman-Pak made the remarks on the 
sidelines of the first day of Iran-Qatar business fo-
rum in Tehran on Monday.

Referring to the 13th government’s emphasis on 
developing relations with its neighbors, the official 
said: “Qatar is one of the countries that, although it 
has close political relation with Iran, unfortunately 
in recent years enough attention has not been paid 
to the use of commercial and economic opportuni-
ties of cooperation with this country”.

“During the past few months and in the 13th 
government, we have paid serious attention to 
the development of business relations with this 
country”, he noted, adding, “In this regard, we 
have sent commercial attaché to Qatar, estab-
lished a trade center, held a special exhibition, 

and sent business delegations”.

Tehran and Doha have set a target of three billion 
dollars of annual trade by 2025.

In a meeting between Mohsen Rezaei, the Irani-
an vice president for economic affairs, and Qatar’s 
Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad al-Thani in October 
2022, the two sides discussed ways of expanding 
trade ties between the two countries and empha-
sized the need for taking the necessary measures 
to reach the mentioned economic goal.

During the meeting, which was also attended by 
the TPO head, the Iranian side proposed drawing a 
roadmap for the two countries’ trade development 
which was welcomed by Qatar’s Emir.

Rezaei and Peyman-Pak visited Doha on top of a 
trade delegation to attend the opening ceremony 
of Iran’s exclusive exhibition in the country.

TEHRAN – The 17th meeting of Iran and Turk-
menistan’s joint economic committee is going 
to be held in Ashgabat in the near future, the 
portal of the Iranian government announced 
on Sunday.

The coordination meeting for the 17th 
Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Economic Committee 
meeting was held on Saturday with the pres-
ence of representatives from Iranian ministries 
and economic entities.

Deputy Transport Minister Shahriar Afan-
dizadeh, Deputy Foreign Minister for Eco-
nomic Diplomacy Mahdi Safari, and repre-
sentatives from the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA), the Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI), the Iran-Turkmenistan 
Joint Chamber of Commerce, as well as Iran’s 
Free Zones High Council, were among the at-
tendees of the meeting.

At the beginning of the meeting, a report 
on the history of Iran-Turkmenistan relations 
and previous agreements, memorandums, 
and negotiations between the two countries 
was presented. 

Further, bilateral trade potentials through 
four important borders between Iran and 
Turkmenistan, namely Sarakhs, Lotfabad, 

Incheh Borun, and Bajgiran were discussed 
and requirements to facilitate border traffic 
were reviewed.

Issues such as transit, tariffs, green cus-
toms, rail, road, sea, and air transportation 
between Iran and Turkmenistan were also dis-
cussed at the gathering.  

According to the reports presented in the 
meeting, Iran’s current exports to Turkmenistan 
amount to 741,000 tons valued at $321 mil-
lion, and the imports from the country stand at 
122,000 tons to a value of $243 million.

As reported, Iranian Minister of Transport and 
Urban Development Mehrdad Bazrpash is going 
to visit Turkmenistan on top of a high-ranking 
delegation in the near future to co-chair the Joint 
Economic Committee meeting. 

Last week, IRICA Head Mohammad Rez-
vani-Far and the head of the State Customs 
Service of Turkmenistan Maksat Hudaykulyev 
met on the two countries’ border and discussed 
major issues in two rounds of meetings. The 
first round was held at Khorasan Razavi Cus-
toms, and the second round was held at Hudan 
Customs of Turkmenistan.

Boosting cooperation and trade in four 

customs borders, establishing joint border 
customs, signing a memorandum on training, 
holding regular joint meetings between the 
two sides, enhancing border markets, and re-
moval of restrictions were among the topics 
discussed during these meetings.

Pointing out that the 13th government pays 
special attention to the development of eco-
nomic and border interactions with neighbor-
ing countries, Rezvani-Far said that the devel-
opment of economic interactions, especially 
with neighboring countries, is a top priority for 
the incumbent government in Iran.

Calling for strengthening economic ties with 
Turkmenistan, he highlighted that the two states’ 
economic cooperation would multiply the volume 
of trade between the two countries.

TEHRAN - The 27th International Oil, Gas, 
Refining and Petrochemical Exhibition of Iran 
(Iran Oil Show 2023) is scheduled to be held 
at Shahr-e-Aftab International Exhibition 
Center during May 17-20, Shana reported.

As reported, so far more than 1250 foreign 

and domestic companies have been regis-
tered to participate in this year’s exhibition.

Iran Oil Show is among the most sig-
nificant oil and gas events in the world in 
terms of the number of participants and 
its diversity.

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar 
week (ended on Friday), Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME) witnessed trade of 3,535,773 tons of com-
modities with a total trading value of nearly $960 
million, posting growths of 79.4 percent and 14.8 
percent in volume and value of trades compared 
with the week before that.

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations and 
International Affairs Department, the exchange 
saw on its metals and minerals trading floor 
trade of 2,823,384 tons of commodities worth 
more than $606 million.

On this floor the IME sold 1,304,018 tons of ce-
ment, 1,045,000 tons of iron ore, 378,506 tons of 
steel, 165,000 tons of zinc, 86,500 tons of sponge 
iron, 9,650 tons of aluminum, 4,000 tons of cop-
per, 1,500 tons of cast iron, 310 tons of molybde-
num concentrate and 12 kg of gold bars.

Furthermore, the IME witnessed on both do-
mestic and export rings of its oil and petrochem-
ical trading floor 506,212 tons of commodities 
valued at more than $333 million.

Commodities traded on this floor included 
172,778 tons of bitumen, 107,000 tons of vacu-
um bottom, 106,247 tons of polymeric products, 
41,056 tons of lube cut, 42,880 tons of chemicals, 
15,300 tons of sulfur, 4,161 tons of base oil, 2,570 
tons of petroleum products, 530 tons of insula-
tion and 140 tons of feedstocks.

The IME also traded within the same week 206,177 
tons of commodities on its side market.

As previously reported, during the past Irani-
an calendar month Bahman (ended on February 
19), Iran Mercantile Exchange witnessed trade of 
10,399,570 tons of commodities and 10,730 vehi-
cles with a total trading value of more than $3.4 
billion on its physical market, posting growths of 
18.5 percent and 13.5 percent in volume and value 
of trades compared with the month before that.

The exchange saw on both domestic and ex-
port pits of its oil and petrochemical trading floor, 
trade of trade of 1,745,035 tons of commodities 
valued at more than $1 billion.

On this floor the IME sold 478,069 tons of bitu-
men, 437,433 tons of polymeric products, 392,000 
tons of vacuum bottom, 195,500 tons of lube cut, 
175,975 tons of chemicals, 49,400 tons of sulfur, 
18,475 tons of oil, 2,104 tons of petroleum products, 
800 tons of feedstocks and 400 tons of insulation.

Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of 
8,597,429 tons of commodities and 10,730 vehi-
cles worth more than $2 billion on its metals and 
minerals trading floor.

Items traded on this floor included 4,649,414 
tons of cement, 1,979,000 tons of iron ore, 
1,577,338 tons of steel, 122,400 tons of sponge 
iron, 53,750 tons of zinc, 42,095 tons of alumi-
num, 30,372 tons of copper, 790 tons of molyb-
denum concentrate, 48 tons of precious metals 
concentrate and 33 kg of gold bars.

Last was the IME’s side market on which the ex-
change traded 57,105 tons of commodities.

TEHRAN - Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji says the 
country has been able to collect up to 2.5 times 
more oil revenues in the last Iranian calendar 
month (January 21-February 19) compared to the 
previous years, Shana reported.

“Fortunately, the revenues from the sale of oil 
[in the previous month] have been collected, and I 
can say that the revenues collected in the previous 
month are at least two to 2.5 times more than the 
previous years’ [same month],” Oji said on Sunday.

The minister noted that the country’s crude oil 
exports have also been on an upward trajectory 
and will further increase in the upcoming months 
despite the growing pressure of the U.S. sanctions 
on the Iranian energy sector.

Oji said Iranian oil exports reached significant 
levels in February amid efforts by the country to 
get around the sanctions and pump more oil to 
markets in East Asia.

“Iran’s oil sales over the last month (February) 

were considerable despite the sanctions and they 
are expected to further increase in the coming 
months,” the minister noted.

He said revenues from sales of Iranian petro-
chemical shipments also reached nearly $14 billion 
in the 11 months to late January.

Iran has been ramping up its oil production and 
exports over the past year as the country has been 
implementing new strategies to overcome U.S. 
sanctions.

Figures by international tanker tracking services 
released in January showed that oil exports from 
Iran in late 2022 had reached records not seen 
since the country came under U.S. sanctions nearly 
five years ago.

The figures suggested that Iran had shipped 
more than 1.2 million barrels per day of oil to ex-
port markets late last year and the shipments con-
tinued to rise in early 2023 with higher exports to 
China and Venezuela.
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ECONOMY Tehran hosting Iran-West Africa 
economic co-op meeting 

 Transport Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash cuts the ribbon at the 
inauguration ceremony of Aprin Dry Port near Tehran on Monday.

Iranian Vice President for Economic Affairs Mohsen Rezaei delivers speech in IRAN WAC in Tehran on Monday

Iran Oil Show 2023 slated for late May

Commodities worth nearly $960m 
traded at IME in a week

Iran’s collected oil revenues increased 
2.5 times in early 2023: Oji

Iran’s biggest dry port, rail terminal goes operational

TPO stresses expansion of trade ties with Qatar

Ashgabat to host 17th Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Economic Committee meeting soon
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From page 1   A majority of 
the warplane pilots that Israel 
depends on for its special bombing 
missions in Syria are boycotting 
pre-scheduled training this week.

37 of the 40 reserve pilots in the 
Israeli Air Force’s 69th Squadron 
have joined the protest movement.

According to Israeli media, 
the 69th Squadron is the most 
powerful air force unit.

It reportedly flies F-15 fighter 
jets that have conducted long-
range missions targeting civilian 
infrastructure positions across 
Syria over the past few years. 

Bombing raids have increased 
since the Syrian government 
forces got the upper hand against 
foreign-backed militants and 
terrorists.

Israeli reports also say 
reservists who serve mandatory 
training in the regime’s elite 8200 
intelligence unit are striking as 
well in protest of the cabinet’s 
actions by not attending certain 
aspects of their training program.

“Calls for insubordination 
hurts the Israeli military’s ability 
to function and carry out its 
missions,” Israeli Minister of War 
Yoav Gallant has been cited as 
saying.

Scores of Israeli army reservists 
have also said they will stop 
reporting for duty if the so-called 
judicial reforms proceed. 

Reportedly, other units of the 
Israeli armed forces are also 
joining the protests, which top 
Israeli officials say could lead to 
“civil war” and the “collapse of 
Israeli society”. 

In January, the new cabinet of 
Israel’s longest-serving prime 
minister, who is facing charges of 
bribery, fraud and breach of trust, 
announced planned changes to 
the regime’s judiciary that would 
weaken the Supreme Court and 
limit its ability to rule against the 
Israeli Knesset (Parliament).

Essentially, it would limit 
Israel’s so-called Supreme Court 
or its ability to overturn the new 
cabinet’s decisions, a coalition 
cabinet that has a majority in the 
Knesset. The measures would 
also increase the newly formed 
extreme right-wing cabinet’s 
decision in choosing judges. 

There is no doubt the Israeli 
regime is facing a very severe 
political deadlock with the 
formation of the far-right 
Netanyahu cabinet. Many of its 
extremist ministers are facing 
various scandals or legal trials. 

On top of them all is Netanyahu 
himself. 

Critics say reforming the 
Supreme Court would effectively 
prevent any punishment for 
extremist ministers and allow 
Netanyahu to walk free. 

But would it also allow these 
newly established fascist 
ministers to push further in their 
aggression and violations against 
the Palestinians? 

Over the past weeks, months 
and years, the Palestinians have 
witnessed terrible crimes against 
humanity. 

Since Netanyahu’s cabinet 
was sworn in in early January, 
these crimes have included two 
massacres in the occupied West 
Bank. Around 70 Palestinians 
have been murdered during mass 
arrest campaigns, houses have 
been demolished, settlements 
expanded, and prisoners (male 
and female) tortured. Settlers 
have also gone on the rampage, 
torching houses, cars and injuring 
hundreds. 

The list is endless.

The “Israeli Supreme Court” 
that Netanyahu is going after has 
been portrayed by all the pro-
Zionist supporters as some kind 
of democratic institution. 

But this is the same “Supreme 
Court” that legitimized all the 
crimes against humanity that 
have been taking place against 
Palestinians since Netanyahu’s 
cabinet took power in January 
2023 and long before Netanyahu’s 
new cabinet.

Over the decades, the 
shoot-to-kill policy, collective 

punishment, detention of minors, 
the so-called administrative 
detention and all the other 
crimes that are considered illegal 
under international laws, were 
authorized and legitimatized by 
the Israeli judiciary at the highest 
level.

From a Palestinian perspective, 
this is a wide-scale protest 
movement within the Zionist 
entity. The Israelis, including 
settlers, don’t want to be governed 
by a Netanyahu dictatorship.

The supporters and opponents 
of the “judicial reforms” still 
want to keep the status quo, 
which is occupation and a Zionist 
superiority over the Palestinians. 

Those who speak of the unrest 
in Israel as some form of a push 
towards democracy is something 
absurd from a Palestinian point of 
view.

There are some Israelis who 
fear that they may experience 
a very tiny fraction of what the 
Palestinians have experienced. 
That is to say, some form of a 
crackdown against dissident 
Israelis.

If anything, the Israeli 
demonstrations have opened the 
eyes of many in the West Bank and 
those countries who normalized 
relations with the occupation 
regime. The protests show that 
this entity is just a monstrous 
dictatorship that has ethnically 
cleansed the Palestinians.

Whether the Netanyahu gang 
can crush the dissident voices 
remains to be seen.

Israel’s backers, (the U.S. and 
the UK in particular) are looking 

on with concern as to how far 
the protests expand and whether 
an armed civil war will break out 
within the Zionist bloc as the 
magnitude of these protests are 
certainly new and unprecedented.

But there is no mistake that this 
is a civil war among the Zionists 
themselves on how to crush the 
Palestinian cause. 

There is complete consensus 
among all Israeli rulers, parties 
and the supreme court to steal 
more lands and wage wars against 
the lawful Palestinian resistance.

The armed Palestinian 
resistance will continue and they 
have every right to call on all 
freedom loving nations to support 
their struggle for justice.

While the supporters and 
opponents of Netanyahu’s so-
called judicial reforms have one 
thing in common when it comes 
to the Palestinians, recent events 
indicate how fragile Israel has 
become.

This is an occupying entity with 
hundreds of nuclear weapons 
that has posed a serious threat to 
regional peace and security. 

It is now facing a crisis from 
within. It is in addition to threats 
that it has been facing for decades 
by resistance forces for its war 
crimes and aggressions.

Modern history shows that 
no apartheid regime remains in 
power forever. This is something 
that will be seen in the near future. 

One thing, which can be said 
with utmost certainty, is that 
there is a real dilemma unfolding 
within the occupied Palestinian 
territories.

“Look at us differently by respecting us, 
and not always with a paternalistic look,” 
Democratic Republic of Congo’s President Felix 
Tshisekedi told Emmanual Macron of France on 
Saturday.

“Francafrique no longer exists. We must 
establish a policy of equals,” Tshisekedi added 
during a joint press conference in Kinshasa 
with Macron.

Tshisekedi stated that France and the West 
should abandon their imperious attitude 
towards Africa.

“Look at us differently by respecting us, by 
considering us as true partners and not always 
with a paternalistic look with the idea of always 
knowing what is necessary for us,” Tshisekedi 

said, wagging his finger at Macron.

He called for an equitable relationship 
between the two nations and pushed France to 
impose sanctions on Rwanda for the ongoing 
violent conflict in the country’s Goma area.

This followed Macron’s policy revision for 
Africa, which raised mixed reactions. A tour of 
Gabon, Angola, the Republic of Congo, and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo was further 
arranged for negotiations and talks on the 
new policy.

Macron said France would end hosting 
regular military bases in Africa and will instead 
establish “academies” to be co-run by France 
and host countries.

Look at us differently by respecting us, DRC 
president tells Macron

Nations have reached a historic agreement to 
protect the world’s oceans following 10 years of 
negotiations.

The High Seas Treaty aims to place 30% of the 
seas into protected areas by 2030, to safeguard 
and recuperate marine nature.

The agreement was reached on Saturday 
evening, after 38 hours of talks, at UN 
headquarters in New York.

The negotiations had been held up for years 
over disagreements on funding and fishing 
rights.

The last international agreement on ocean 
protection was signed 40 years ago in 1982 - 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.

That agreement established an area called 
the high seas - international waters where 
all countries have a right to fish, ship and do 
research - but only 1.2% of these waters are 
protected.

Marine life living outside these protected 
areas has been at risk from climate change, 
overfishing and shipping traffic.

n the latest assessment of global marine 
species, nearly 10% were found to be at risk of 
extinction, according to the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

These new protected areas, established in 
the treaty, will put limits on how much fishing 
can take place, the routes of shipping lanes and 
exploration activities like deep sea mining - 
when minerals are taken from a sea bed 200m 
or more below the surface.

Environmental groups have been 
concerned that mining processes could disturb 
animal breeding grounds, create noise pollution 
and be toxic for marine life.

The International Seabed Authority that 
oversees licensing told the BBC that “any future 
activity in the deep seabed will be subject to 
strict environmental regulations and oversight 
to ensure that they are carried out sustainably 
and responsibly”.

Rena Lee, UN Ambassador for Oceans, 
brought down the gavel after two weeks 
of negotiations that at times threatened to 
unravel.

Minna Epps, director of the IUCN Ocean team, 
said the main issue was over the sharing of 
marine genetic resources.

Marine genetic resources are biological 
material from plants and animals in the ocean 
that can have benefits for society, such as 
pharmaceuticals, industrial processes and food.

Richer nations currently have the resources 
and funding to explore the deep ocean but 
poorer nations wanted to ensure any benefits 

they find are shared equally.

Dr Robert Blasiak, ocean researcher at 
Stockholm University, said the challenge was 
that no one knows how much ocean resources 
are worth and therefore how they could be split.

He said: “If you imagine a big, high-definition, 
widescreen TV, and if only like three or four of 
the pixels on that giant screen are working, 
that’s our knowledge of the deep ocean. So 
we’ve recorded about 230,000 species in the 
ocean, but it’s estimated that there are over 
two million.”

Laura Meller, an oceans campaigner for 
Greenpeace Nordic, commended countries for 
“putting aside differences and delivering a 
treaty that will let us protect the oceans, build 
our resilience to climate change and safeguard 
the lives and livelihoods of billions of people”.

“This is a historic day for conservation and a 
sign that in a divided world, protecting nature and 
people can triumph over geopolitics,” she added.

Countries will need to meet again to 
formally adopt the agreement and then have 
plenty of work to do before the treaty can be 
implemented.

Liz Karan, director of Pews Trust ocean 
governance team, told the BBC: “It will take 
some time to take effect. Countries have to 
ratify it [legally adopt it] for it to enter force. 
Then there are a lot of institutional bodies like 
the Science and Technical Committee that have 
to get set up.”

(Source: BBC)

Ocean treaty: Historic agreement reached after decade of talks

Israelis fighting Israelis on how 
to kill Palestinians 

Singapore foreign 
minister says 
‘peace dividend’ 
after WWII is over
Singapore’s Foreign Affairs Minister 

Vivian Balakrishnan has said growing 
defense spending, including by China and 
across Asia, is evidence a peace dividend 
after World War II that fueled global 
economic growth is largely over. 

“The last seven, eight decades of the 
peace dividend after the Second World War 
is over, and you’re going to see increased 
defense expenditure literally all over the 
world,” he said on Monday in an interview 
with Bloomberg Television’s Haslinda Amin. 
“Certainly, in the case of Europe, America still 
spends more than anyone else,” he remarked.

Police fail to arrest 
Pakistan’s ex-premier 
on court order
Pakistan’s police on Sunday failed to 

arrest the country’s former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in a case related to the illegal 
purchase and sale of gifts given by foreign 
dignitaries while he was in office amid 
resistance from his supporters, officials 
and local media reported on Sunday.

An Islamabad court on Tuesday issued 
a non-bailable arrest warrant for Khan in 
connection with the illegal purchase and 
sale of the gifts.

A team of Islamabad police, with an 
arrest warrant, reached the northeastern 
city of Lahore on Sunday to take Khan into 
custody, the Islamabad police chief, Nasir 
Akbar, told reporters.

“(Court) notice has been served on him 
(Khan). Now, we will inform the court, and 
act accordingly,” he added.

Police in a tweet said a team went to Lahore 
to arrest Khan based on the court orders.

A superintendent of police went inside 
Khan’s residence to deliver the court 
orders but the ex-premier -- who has 
been recovering from a gunshot injury 
he received during a failed assassination 
attempt last November -- “was not there,” 
according to the police.

“Law is equal for all,” the Twitter 
statement added.

Khan’s Chief of Staff Senator Shibli Faraz 
received the notice, informing the police that 
the former prime minister was not at home, 
local broadcaster Geo News also reported.

West ready to give 
security guarantees 
to Kiev after 
conflict — Scholz
Western nations are ready to give security 

guarantees to Ukraine after the conflict is over, 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said on Sunday.

He said that the Western countries do 
not object against Ukraine’s entering 
the European Union but Kiev will need to 
comply with certain requirements for that.

The Wall Street Journal reported in 
February that the United Kingdom, 
Germany, and France were looking at 
signing a defense agreement between 
Ukraine and NATO after the conflict 
ends. Under the agreement, according to 
the newspaper, the Kiev authorities will 
have a wider access to advanced military 
equipment, weapons and munitions. This 
step is called to push Kiev toward talks with 
Russia, the newspaper claimed.

Syrian gov’t condemns 
U.S. general’s 
“illegitimate”  
visit to NE Syria
The Syrian Foreign Ministry on Sunday 

condemned an “illegitimate” visit of a 
top American general to a U.S. base in 
northeastern Syria.

In a statement, the ministry slammed the 
U.S. Army general Mark Milley, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for making an 
unannounced visit to a base to meet U.S. 
troops in northeastern Syria.

The visit was a “flagrant violation of Syria’s 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and unity,” it said.

The ministry also demanded the U.S. 
government “immediately stop its systematic and 
continuous international law violations and its 
support for armed separatist militias.”
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Frome Page 1   Accolade, a 
unique industry leader in virtual 
film competitions, announced the 
winners of its latest season last 
week.

“Conscience”, a short drama by 
Iranian filmmaker Ehsan Eslami, 
also won an Award of Excellence.

“Still Working 9 to 5”, a 
documentary by American 
directors Camille Hardman and 
Gary Lane, was selected as best 
film at the competition.

The film examines the 40-year 
evolution of gender inequality and 
discrimination in the workplace 
since the 1980 release of the 
classic seminal comedy, “9 to 5,” 
starring Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin, 
Dolly Parton and Dabney Coleman.

When the highest-grossing 
comedy, “9 to 5,” exploded on 
the cinema screens in 1980, the 
laughs hid a serious message 
about women in the office. “Still 
Working 9 to 5” explores why 
workplace inequality 40 years 
later was never a laughing matter.

Spanish director Fernando 
Bonelli’s short drama “Ellie” won 
an Outstanding Achievement 
Award.

On a night that will change them 
forever – an Emergency Room 

doctor dashes into work coming 
from a serious car accident where 
she herself was hurt. What follows 
is a gripping story that involves 
moral decisions about family, 
life and death judgments, honor, 
selfishness, selflessness and the 
unfortunate circumstances and 

scarcity that even modern medical 
facilities face.

“Utopia”, a short documentary 
by the German filmmakers Angela 
Andersen and Claus Kleber, 
was also given an Outstanding 
Achievement Award.

The film takes a critical look at 
developments in topics such as 
brain research, genetic engineering, 
political decision-making, human 
relations, architecture and 
materials research, transportation 
and tourism.

A combination photo shows Muriel Spark and the front cover of the 
Persian edition of her novel “The Comforters”.

A poster for the short documentary 
and animation films jury of the Beirut 

International Women Film Festival.

Behruz Shoeibi and Merila Zarei act in a scene from “Henas”.
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Do you know what is better than charity and fasting and prayer? It is 
keeping peace and good relations between people, as quarrels and bad 

feelings destroy mankind.

Prophet Muhammad (S)
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Muriel Spark’s debut novel “The Comforters” published in Persian
TEHRAN – Scottish writer 

Muriel Spark’s debut novel “The 
Comforters” has been published 
in Persian.

Translated by Shima Elahi, the 
book was published by Now.

Caroline Rose is plagued by the 
tapping of typewriter keys and 
the strange, detached narration 
of her every thought and action. 

Caroline has an unusual 
problem - she realizes she is in 
a novel. Her fellow characters 
also seem deluded: Laurence, her 
former lover, finds diamonds in 
a loaf of bread - has his elderly 
grandmother hidden them there? 

And Baron Stock, her 
bookseller friend, believes he is 
on the trail of England’s leading 

Satanist.

Although completed in 
late 1955, the book was not 
published until 1957. 

A mutual friend, novelist Alan 
Barnsley, had sent the proofs to 
English writer Evelyn Waugh. At 
the time Waugh was writing “The 

Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold”, which 
dealt with his own drug-induced 
hallucinations.

Waugh’s and other positive 
responses prompted Macmillan 
to publish the novel in February 
1957 in the United Kingdom, and 
it was also published that same 
year in the United States. 

The novel’s quick success 
enabled Spark to give up editorial 
work and devote herself to full-
time creative writing. It has been 
published in several editions 
in the United Kingdom and the 
United States since then.

Spark was a prolific writer 
whose darkly comedic voice made 
her one of the most distinctive 
writers of the twentieth century.

Drama on assassinated Iranian nuclear 
scientist wins award at U.S. film competition 
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Producer Elaheh Nobakht presiding over Beirut women’s film festival jury 

Martyr whose body was never retrieved from Majnoon Island

TEHRAN – Iranian producer Elaheh 
Nobakht has been selected as the president 
of the short documentary and animation 
films jury of the Beirut International Women 
Film Festival (BWFF).

The jury also comprises actor Bruno Tabbal 

and his fellow Lebanese producer Nada 
Ghanem.

Nobakht, who is also the CEO of ELI Image, 
an international production and distribution 
film company, was also a jury member of 
various international film festivals such 
as the Religion Today Film Festival, the 
International Oriental Film Festival of Geneva 
in Switzerland, Beirut International Women’s 
Film Festival and Mena International Film 
Festival in the Netherlands.

The Iranian shorts “Split Ends” by Alireza 
Kazemipur, “Dolly” by Ali Delkari and 
“Graveyard” by Ali Darai are also competing 
in the Beirut festival, which is currently 
underway in the Lebanese capital.

In addition, “Dream’s Gate”, a documentary 
co-produced by Iran, Syria, Norway and 
France, is competing in the festival running 
until March 10.

The documentary follows young filmmaker 
Negin Ahmadi in Iran embarking on an 
adventure to meet the Kurdish women 
fighters in the war zone of North Syria. 

The Beirut film festival was founded in 2017 
under the theme “Women for Leadership” 
highlighting the role of women as leaders in 
their societies.

The festival’s mission takes inspiration 
from the Beirut Film Society mission 
statement, which believes in providing equal 
opportunities for Lebanese and foreign 
women filmmakers. 

Hence, it was born “to educate future 
generations of filmmakers on such issues, 
shed light on successful stories of women in 
cinema, empower them, bring back a specific 
balance in the way they are portrayed, and 
remove the stereotypes that were forced 
upon them.”

An interview with Maryam Abbasi 

The book “The Lost of Majnoon,” written by 
Maryam Jafari Abbasi and published in 560 
pages, contains accounts of the life and bravery 
of Muhammad Reza Karvar, a martyr who served 
as one of the 27th Mohammed Rasulullah 
Division’s commanders.

This book was created in the form of narratives 
and recollections from the martyr’s family, friends, 
and comrades in Iran and Syria, and it is actually a 
collection of their memories from him. 

Please give us a brief introduction of yourself.

I’m Maryam Abbasi Jafari, and I was born in 
Varamin in 1985. From Tehran University, I received 
a degree in educational counseling.

In 2011, I began working as a counselor in 
educational institutions. Currently, I coach 
students at an elementary school. In 2017, I 
wrote my first book, a biography of Mohammad 
Reza Karvar, for which I received all of the 
martyr’s interviews. To complete my research, 
I still needed new interviews with the martyr’s 
friends, comrades, and relatives.

Why did you pick this title for your book?

According to the view of the martyr’s sisters, 
Ms. Mahdieh Karver, the book’s title and cover 
art were picked. She chose this title for the book 
because his brother was cruelly and unusually 
martyred on Majnoon Island, and because the 
area was under enemy occupation due to the 
delicate conditions of the area, his body shall 
remain on Majnoon Island forever.

How did you come to know Martyr Karver and 
make the choice to create a book on him?

I’ve known Karver since I was a teenager. 
I used to read Honarmandan’s newspapers 
and magazines frequently, but one day by 
coincidence, martyr Karver’s picture appeared on 
the top page and struck my eye. After purchasing 
the newspaper and reading the article, I made 
the decision that I wanted to write about him and 
get to know him better.

The book comprises seven chapters, three 
of which are named “Chapter Five”. Was there a 
specific reason for this?

Sadly, because they did not give the final copy of 

the book to me so that I could check the work, this 
big flaw can be seen in the book, and I had titled all 
of my chapters. The publisher, in my opinion, should 
be held accountable in this regard.

How pleased were you with the book as your 
first work?

Of course, it doesn’t really matter if I’m satisfied. 
My satisfaction depends on his friends, colleagues, 
family, and the readers of the book. Thank God, the 
book has been well appreciated by the readers as 
seen by the strong sales and positive comments 
from friends, family, and comrades.

Georgia’s literary contacts with Persia
Part 3
Commenting on his interest in the Persian 

language, he said: “The sweetness of Persian 
speech urged me to compose the music of 
verse.” 

Teimuraz wrote a collection of five poems 
(on the model of a khamsa) that included 
Iosebzilikhaniani (another version of Joseph’s 
story), Shamiparvaniani (The candle and 
the moth), Vardbulbuliani (The rose and the 
nightingale), Leilmajnuniani (a version of 
Layli wa Majnun; Mamatsashvili, 1967), and 
Ketevaniani, a historical poem on the martyrdom 
of his mother. 

He is also the author of several strife poems 
(monazara), including “A dispute between 
spring and autumn” and “A dispute between 
the wine and the lips.” His poetry is full of 
Persian imagery and allusions, loanwords, and 
phraseology.

Didactic works, such as collections of 
parables and exhortations so well-represented 
in Persian literature, were also very popular 
among Georgian readers. 

In the 16th century an anonymous Georgian 
author translated from Persian a collection of 
exhortations (“On temperance,” “On justice,” “On 
generosity,” etc.), illustrated with parables and 
anecdotes, e.g., “Sultan Sanjar and the beggar”; 
“The king and the sepah-salar, who was bitten 
by a scorpion”; “Memul/al-Mamun, the caliph of 
Baghdad, and the bedouin Arab”; “King Bahram 
Gur, the gardener, and the pomegranate” 
(published in S. Qubaneishvili, Zveli k’art’uli 
literaturis krestomathia [Chrestomathy of Old 
Georgian literature] II, Tbilisi, 1949). 

The unique manuscript is defective, giving 
neither title nor information about the translator 
and the Persian source; it has tentatively been 
called “Treasury of the Kings,” a parallel to the 
title of Zakhirat al-moluk by Mir Sayyed Ali 
Hamadani (d. 1384).

King Vakhtang VI (r. 1711-14, 1719-23) played 
a significant part in the further development of 
Georgian-Persian literary contacts. 

During his long stay in Persia, Vakhtang 
not only mastered the language but also 
gained an understanding of the literary styles 
and trends and selected certain works to be 
translated into Georgian. 

He composed both prose and verse 
translations of the 11th-century mirror for 
princes Qabus-nama, known also as Andarz-
nama, by Onsor al-Ma’ali Kaykavus ibn Eskandar, 
which appeared under the title Amirnasariani 
(The story of Amirnasar [i.e., Kaykavus]). 

Of the forty-four chapters of the Persian 
original, Vakhtang selected only eleven, the 
ones that he thought would appeal most to 
Georgian readers. 

He also played an important part in the 
creation of three Georgian versions of Kalila wa 
Demna (an anonymous translation completed 
on Vakhtang’s order; a word for word translation 
by Vakhtang himself during his stay in Persia; 
and a revision of Vakhtang’s literal translation 
by his tutor, the writer Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani), 
based on the 15th-century work Anwar-e sohayli 
by Hosayn Wa’ez Kashefi.

Apart from his personal contribution to 
Georgian literature, Vakhtang founded a whole 
school of translators from Persian into Georgian. 

As attested in the manuscripts, several folk 
dastans that were then very popular in Persia 
were translated into Georgian on his direct order. 
Among them were Bakhtiar-nama (a Persian 
collection of novellas), Baramgulandamiani 
(from the Persian Bahram o Gol-andam of 

Katebi Nishaburi), and Khosrovshiriniani (a 
popularized version of Shirino Khosrow by Amir 
Khosrow Dehlavi).

During the 17th-18th centuries there appeared 
translations like Miriani (from the Persian Mehr 
o Mah), Chardarvishiani (after the famous 
book Qessa-ye chahar darvish), Karamaniani 
(a huge collection of stories deriving from the 
Qahraman-e qatel and translated by David 
Orbeliani [1716-96]), and others. Some of these 
translations are anonymous. Most of them, 
even if they are given some local Georgian color, 
follow their Persian originals very closely.

A number of other works in Georgian 
literature are undoubtedly of Persian origin, 
although their sources are either lost or not yet 
established. 

Among them are the novels Seilaniani, 
possibly a rendition of Sehelan-nama (a Persian 
work mentioned in Barthélémy D’Hèrbelot’s 
Bibliothèque Orientale), Varshakiani, Sirinoziani, 
Pirmaliani, etc. 

The study of these literary works presents 
certain difficulties, mainly because the dastan 
literature of Persia, from which they originate, 
has so far received little attention; many of 
these dastans have never been published, and 
are not even described in catalogues. 

The same can be said about the Georgian 
versions. Research in this field is only now 
beginning. Recently, Georgian versions of 
Razmashah, Sayf al-Moluk, and Qessa-ye Hamza 
have been discovered, their sources traced, and 
critical editions undertaken (though not yet 
published; the manuscripts are in libraries in 
Tbilisi and St. Petersburg). 

Several other texts have already been 
published, among them Bakhtiarname, 
Khosrovshiriniani, Karamaniani, and 
Rusudaniani (i.e., “The story of Rusudan,” an 
original collection of freely rendered Persian 
and Georgian folk stories, an adaptation of the 
dastan genre in Georgia). 

Since the beginning of the 19th century, 
Persian-Georgian literary and cultural 
contacts have noticeably decreased. In 1828, 
Aleksandre Sulkhanashvili produced a prose 
translation of the Bakhtiar-nama by Panahi, 
an obscure 15th century poet. 

With the annexation of Georgia by Russia, 
Eastern themes and subject-matter were 
gradually replaced by Russian and European 
ones. 

The establishment of Tbilisi State University 
in 1918, however, revived scholarly interest in 
Iranian studies by offering relevant courses and 
training scholars who continued the work and 
promoted the interest in other academic and 
educational institutions of Georgia. 

The area of special interest was Persian-
Georgian linguistic and literary contacts from 
a historical as well as modern perspective. 
Publications on the subject include monographs 
on various literary works, essays on the history 
of Persian literature and on Persian-Georgian 
cultural relations, text editions, and textbooks. 
An important subject of study is the reflection of 
Georgian history and culture in Persian sources. 

The old tradition of translating Persian works 
into Georgian has been revived. The lyrics of 
Rudaki, Omar Khayyam, Rumi, Hafez, Jami, can 
now be read in the language of Rustaveli. 

There are new translations of the poems by 
Nezami and Sadi; a new Georgian translation of 
the Shahnameh is in progress. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

Concluded.
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