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World in Transition:

Our Foes Engulfed in Crisi

Palestinian
resistance will
‘respond’to raid on
al-Aqsa Mosque

Tensions are simmering in occupied terri-
tories as Israeli forces terrorize worshipers
at al-Agsa Mosque, Islam’s third holiest site.

Palestinian Resistance chiefs meet in Bei-
rut to discuss response.

For two consecutive days, verified foot-
ages show, Israeli troops storm the mosque
and physically assault Palestinians attend-
ing prayers.

The troops can be seen repeatedly and
viciously force women and men onto the
ground with their batons and rifles. They
also physically assault the worshippers by
stamping on their bodies.

The screams of terrified onlookers, in
particular women, can be heard in the back-
ground.

Other verified footage shows Israeli troops
shooting stun grenades and live rounds in
the mosque and its compounds. » Page 5

Iran criticizes non-
constructive moves
of Azerbaijan

TEHRAN - The Iranian foreign ministry has
reacted to a series of actions by the Azerbai-
jani that escalated tensions between Tehran
and Baku.

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Nas-
ser Kanaani has reacted to some harsh,
emotional and non-constructive moves of
the Azerbaijani government against Iranian
teachers and diplomats in Baku, according
to the Iranian foreign ministry. Kanaani said,
“We believe that such a behavior by the gov-
ernment of the Republic of Azerbaijan is at
odds with the principles of neighborliness.

He added that while crises and tension
have engulfed the occupied Palestinian
territories and the Zionist regime is at its
weakest point there and at a time when the
regime wants to distract attention » Page 3

Interview
Playing
against
Iran always
difficult: Engin Firat

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Engin Firat, head coach of
Kenya football national team, believes that
friendly match against Iran was very useful
for his side.

Iran football team came from a goal down
to defeat Kenya 2-1in a friendly match in Teh-
ran’s Azadi Stadium on March 28.

“Of course, this match was very useful
for my team because if you play against a
strong team like Iran at the Azadi Stadium,
it is always very difficult,” said the Turkish
coach to the Tehran Times.

“You could see in the match that it was
not a friendly game, but it was like a World
Cup qualifying match.» Page 3
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Demonstrators forced their way into the building
that houses BlackRock’s office in Paris Thursday,
taking their protest against the government’s pen-
sion reforms to the world’s biggest money manager.

Videos shared on social media showed protest-
ers entering the Centorial office block, located

near the Opéra Garnier opera house, holding red
flares and firing smoke bombs. About 100 people,
including representatives of several labor unions,
were on the ground floor of the building for about
10 minutes, chanting anti-reform slogans. Black-
Rock’s office is located on the third floor.

“The meaning of this action is quite simple.
We went to the headquarters of BlackRock to tell
them: the money of workers, for our pensions,
they are taking it,” Jerome Schmitt, spokesman
for French union SUD, told CNN affiliate BFM-TV.
BlackRock declined to comment.

Renovation, development of railway fleet being pursued seriously

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN - Transportation is one of the fac-
tors of progress as well as the economic and
social development of countries, which has
a great role in increasing relations between
countries, so it is one of the most important
infrastructure industries in any country.

Today, many commodities produced in dif-
ferent countries, and the high volume of
export and import of goods have increased
the need to use various types of transporta-
tion channels. For this reason, various ways
to transfer goods with very high quality have
been created to meet the needs of countries.
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Iranian Quran reciter Yunes Shahmoradl tops at
Saudi Arabian competition
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Iranian Quran reciter Yunes Shahmoradi has taken first place in the rec-

itation category at the Otr Elkalam International Competition, which is organized in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. As the world’s largest Quran recitation and call to prayer (athan)
contest, the Otr Elkalam competition is organized by the General Entertainment Au-

thority (GEA). Page 8

In fact, the existence of an efficient trans-
portation network strengthens the motiva-
tion of producers, because on the one hand,
raw materials and intermediate goods reach
the factories at the lowest cost, and on the
other hand, it is easier to reach consumer
markets at further distances. » Page 4

Cell bank for
endangered species
tobeset up

TEHRAN - Iran will establish a cell bank for
endangered animals to help preserve valu-
able species in the country.

The Department of Environment and the Ac-
ademic Center for Education, Culture, and Re-
search signed a memorandum of understand-
ing to launch the cell bank, IRNA reported.

Identifying, protecting, and reviving Iran’s en-
dangered animal genetic resources; utilizing hu-
man resources, laboratory facilities, workshops,
libraries, databases, and biological samples are
among the objectives of the agreement.

Establishing a national rapid response
network for sampling the genetic resources
of endangered wildlife across the country
will be also on the agenda.

April 4 has been named the day of preserv-
ing genetic and biological resources in Iran.
The occasion coincides with the establish-
ment of the National Center for Genetic and
Biological Resources in 2015.» Page 7

Tourism ministry uncovers scheme for rural revive

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Herit-
age, Tourism and Handicrafts has uncovered a
new scheme based on which a selection of 100
villages will be revived for tourism in two years.

The tourism ministry in close collaboration
with the Islamic Revolution Housing Founda-
tion is to implement the scheme to improve
required standards, and boost the local econ-
omy and quality of life, IRNA reported on Sat-

urday.

“Based on previous agreements and to
support and improve quality of life for resi-
dents of the historical villages, an operational
package has been prepared and is now on the
agenda,” said Ali Darabi, the deputy tourism
minister.

“100 historical and touristic villages have
been designated for the scheme to be imple-

mented with the help of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Housing Foundation,” Darabi said.

Over the past couple of years, an increas-
ing number of travelers are looking for some-
thing different, such as spending a day in the
tranquil countryside, picking fresh fruits,
watching rice grow, fishing by the seaside,
eating traditional dishes or even staying with
locals.» Page 6
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Iran and the oppor-
tunity of Africa and
Latin America

Writing in the Hamshahri newspaper,
the head of the Islamic Culture and Re-
lations Organization points to Iran’s for-
eign policy in Latin America and Africa,
saying: » Page 2

Iran’s peaceful and
tolerant approach
has seldom been
returned in kind

By Mojtaba Rezakhah

“People are of two groups. They are either your
brothers in faith, or your equals in humanity””

As the chairman of the Iranian delegation
to the IPU summit, | included the former
saying by Imam Ali (PBUH), in part of my ad-
dress. » Page 2

Iran president
urges Islamic action
against Israel crimes

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si spoke by phone with a number of Muslim
leaders in the wake of Israel’s aggression
against the Palestinian people.

President Raisi held telephone conversa-
tions with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, Turkmen President Serdar Berdimu-
hamedow, and Indonesian President Joko
Widodo, according to readouts by the official
website of the Iranian presidency.

In his call with Erdogan, the Iranian pres-
ident congratulated his Turkish counterpart
on the holy month of Ramadan, and con-
demned the recent aggressions of the Zionist
Regime on Al-Agsa Mosque and the spread
of aggressions of this regime to Syria and
Lebanon, demanding further convergence of
Islamic countries to confront the actions of
the regime.» Page 3

Persian Film Festival
Australia unveils

official lineup

TEHRAN - The Persian Film Festival Australia
has announced the official lineup for its 10th
edition.

Eleven feature films and nine short movies
will be competing during the festival, which will
take place from April 26 to May 7. The festival
will open in Sydney and will tour Melbourne,
Brisbane and Adelaide, the organizers have
announced.

The acclaimed drama “Zalava” winner of the
grand prize at the 36th Venice International
Film Critics' Week, is among the feature films.

Director Arsalan Amiri co-wrote the film with
|da Panahandeh and Tahmineh Bahramalian.

The terrifying horror film presents a
brilliant examination of faith, science and
tradition based on stories told to Amiri by his
father.» Page 8
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Iran and the opportunity of Africa and

Latin America

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

from page 1 » The inherent desire of the so-
cialist chain formed in Latin America (which
was known as America’s backyard for a long
time) in cooperation with the Islamic Republic
of Iran and also valuable cultural, civilizational,
economic and political cooperation of African
countries with our country (as an irreplaceable
power in the West Asian region) should not be
ignored. During the years of cultural activities of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in ??Latin America
and Africa and the result of them, there is great
evidence of the great importance of this coop-
eration, which shows the necessity of develop-
ing the presence in these regions.

On the one hand, our strategic connection with
Latin America and African actors is an example of
our balanced foreign policy and on the other it is
considered a factor to curb the interventionism
and hegemony of enemies in various regions of
the world. This synergy will definitely provide the
opportunity to create new ideas with the aim of
achieving unique joint opportunities (in all dimen-
sions). Exactly this is what the West is afraid of its
realization in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

Sharq: Baku’s aims from tension escalation

In a commentary, the Sharq newspaper ana-
lyzes the reasons behind Baku’s hostile positions
and behavior against Tehran. It says: the first goal
is to try to create a situation that Baku can impose
the imaginary corridor of Zangezur on the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Republic of Armenia. The
second goal is to create a basis for justifying the
political, security, diplomatic, military and defense
relations between Baku and Tel Aviv, especially in
the Karabakh region. But the third goalis to find a
pretext to face a movement like Hosseinion in the
Republic of Azerbaijan. On the other hand, apart
from the three mentioned goals, Baku is trying to
achieve a larger goal and that is taking the upper
hand in managing developments in Karabakh and
the South Caucasus region by misusing the com-
plicated situations that Russia and Iran are facing.
Russia is involved in the Ukraine war and Iran is
facing special conditions at home and abroad.
Such conditions in Iran and Russia have prompted
Baku to think that it has the best opportunity to
carry out its desired goals in the region.

Etemad: Green light to the end of war in
Yemen

In an analysis, Etemad discussed the resump-
tion of relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia
and its impact on other cases. It wrote: Riyadh is
determined that by ending the war in Yemen and
reaching a political solution to restore peace to Ye-
men, it will set the basis to establish and provide

complete peace and security in the Arabian Pen-
insula and work in a better situation to achieve its
desired goals. Saudi Arabia’'s agreement with the
Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia’s agree-
ment with Yemen'’s Ansarullah are complementa-
ry to each other. Without reaching an agreement
with Tehran and pursuing de-escalation between
Saudi Arabia and Iran, the possibility of reaching
an agreement with Ansarullah was very small, and
if Saudi Arabia tried to end the war in Yemen and
make peace with Ansarullah without an agree-
ment with Iran, it would not be able to achieve its
goal of establishing peace in the region.

Kayhan: Resistance Front and the Israeli
regime

In its editorial, Kayhan pointed to the situ-
ation of Israel and the Resistance Front’s plan
against it. The paper said: The Resistance Front,
not today but long ago, has prepared and made
detailed preparations for any kind of serious
military confrontation. As an obvious example,
imagine what the small Israeli army would do
against a simultaneous attack by thousands of
powerful drones, while US. officials have ex-
pressed inability against stray drone attacks and
announced the decline of 70 years of air superi-
ority and also how many fronts will come up?!
At the same time, the Resistance Front does not
play in the opponent’s field, but advances its plan
with dignity and patience. In this plan, the work
has gone beyond pure retaliation and the Zion-
ist regime is constantly pushed towards gradual
decline. In the strategy of the Resistance Front,
Netanyahu’s mistake, for example, in martyring
two Iranian military advisors in the outskirts of
Damascus, is not answered necessarily by firing
rockets and a complicated military shift. Rather,
this punishment can be erosive and continuous,
like the strike in the Al-Hamra Ghor area in the
West Bank that resulted in the death of three
Zionist forces. In the past three months, 19 Zi-
onists have been killed and 133 others have been
injured in these operations inside the occupied
territories under complete security siege.

Sobh-e-No: New order in the region

In a report, the Sobh-e-No newspaper dis-
cussed the renewal of the relationship between
Iran and Saudi Arabia and wrote: Once again,
Iran and Saudi Arabia started official meetings
in Beijing and reached agreements that can
create a new order in West Asia and even larger
world and a model for the resolution of conflicts
and discords should be through the mediation of
pragmatic countries without the interference of
America and the West.

Expert says China can ease international trade
through mending Iran-Europe ties: expert

TEHRAN - An expert on international relations
argues that China as a great economic power
has the ability to mend the ties between Iran and
Europe and thereby facilitate trade between Iran
and the European continent.

The comments by Sabah Zanganeh comes as
China successfully brokered an agreement be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia in March. Following
the agreement an Iranian team, led by Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, started nego-
tiations with the Saudi side headed by the coun-
try’s foreign minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan in
Beijing. The talks started on Thursday, April 6.

Zanganeh is of the opinion that China seems
willing to play arole in relations between Iran and
Europe.

“Currently, China has practically turned into a
‘qibla’ of different countries, especially hotspots
in the world. One of the great crises is one be-
tween Russia and Ukraine, and China has put
forward initiatives in this regard and is seeking
to resolve the conflict peacefully,” he pointed out.

“One of other crises and regional issues was
the tension between Iran and Saudi Arabia which
through mediation by China led to an agreement
between Iran and Saudi Arabia,” he added.

The international relations expert added an-
other crisis was “actually created” by former US.
President Donald Trump when he quit the mul-
tilateral 2015 Iran nuclear deal, officially called
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)

and now the agreement is in “suspension” and
this has caused concerns among the Europeans
about Iran’s nuclear program.

Now it seems that in such a situation Chinais a
focus of attention so that it can “play a role” and
prevent tensions between Iran and Europe.

The JCPOA was actually a “European initiative”
but it turned into a multilateral agreement which
entails efforts by all European countries to re-
solve the issue, he commented.

The comments by Zanganeh comes as French
President Emmanuel Macron, whose countries
is one of the signatories to the JCPOA, made a
three-day trip to China and held high profile talks
with Xi Jinping, the Chinese president. The main
agenda of Macron'’s visit to China was to encour-
age Beijing to use its influence to convince Rus-
sia’s Vladmir Putin to end the war on Ukraine.

“France is a permanent member of the (UN)
Security Council with a veto right. China is also a
permanent member of the Security Council..., but
the difference between France and China in view
of Europe is that China has more economic power
and can facilitate the path of international trade
through mending ties between Iran and Europe””

He added, “If such a thing happens it will bene-
fit both China and Europe... and naturally the role
of China concerning relations between Iran and
Europe and ameliorating the economic condition
is determining”’

US should see China’s brokered Saudi-Iran

deal as a win-win

TEHRAN - An American diplomat
and foreign relations analyst with
expertise in the Middle East be-
lieves that Washington will benefit
from China’s move in brokering a
deal between Iran and Saudi Arabia
to restore their ties after more than
seven years.

“The United States should see
China’'s mediation of a Saudi-Iran
agreement as a win-win for Amer-
ican interests,” Martin Indyk says.

More stability in the Middle East
benefits the United States, even if
China made it happen, officials and
experts say, according to Politico.

China mediated an agreement
between Tehran and Riyadh last
month according to which the two
sides agreed to reopen embassies
within a two-month period, revive
security cooperation agreed in 2001
and restart trade ties.

“l don’t know why we
would perceive there
to be a downside
to de-escalation
between Saudi
Arabia and Iran”
says Democratic
Senator Chris Murphy.

Following the agreement which
was declared on March 10, the for-
eign ministers of Iran and Saudi
Arabia met in Beijing on Thursday.
They signed a joint statement to
draw up the roadmap to normalize
ties. Technical teams are working on
the pros and cons of the agreement.

Reportedly, the talks are expect-
ed to last for five days.

Following is part of the article
posted on the Politico website:

As Washington denizens look to-
ward the Middle East and see China
brokering diplomatic deals between
Saudi Arabia and Iran, the surprising
generalresponse has been: One less
thing for us to worry about.

Top diplomats for Saudi Arabia
and Iran were in Beijing on Thursday
to finalize a deal that would reopen
embassies, resume direct flights
between their two nations and
restart security and trade agree-
ments. It’s the latest sign that Bei-
jing is not content with being solely
a regional behemoth, but rather a
major global power.

But the Biden administration,
which has openly worried about
China’s growing clout in the Mid-
dle East, has met this development
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forits interests: diplomat

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, left, hold hands with his Saudi Arabian counterpart Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, right, and China’s counterpart Qin Gang in Beijing Thursday, April 6, 2023 to finalize a
deal that would reopen embassies, resume direct flights and restart security and trade agreements.

with a shrug. And while some in
Washington, D.C. fear that China is
filling a vacuum left by the United
States, most see only upside to Bei-
jing’s regional foray.

“Not everything between the
US. and China has to be a ze-
ro-sum game,” said Sen. Chris Mur-
phy (D-Conn.), who leads the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee’s Mid-
dle East panel. Plus, he said, better
relations between Riyadh and Teh-
ran means that there will be less
conflict in the region, which would
lower the chance of the United
States getting dragged into a fight-
ing in the Middle East. “I don’t know
why we would perceive there to be a
downside to de-escalation between
Saudi Arabia and Iran””

Others provided reasons stretch-
ing from the grand strategic to the
tactical.

At the highest level, a more-in-
volved China means the United
States can focus on its national se-
curity priorities. Friendlier ties be-
tween Riyadh and Tehran also mean
that the Saudi-led coalition’s eight-
year war on Yemen could soon come
to an end, a key goal for the Biden
administration. And there’s the fact
that the US. has no diplomatic re-
lations with Iran, meaning Wash-
ington couldn’t have brokered the
rapprochement.

“The United States should see
China’s mediation of a Saudi-Iran
agreement as a win-win for Amer-
ican interests,” said Martin Indyk.
And if the deal falls apart, “the
blame for the failure will be on Chi-
na’s back and its foray into (Persian)
Gulf diplomacy will be seen to be
much ado about nothing”

This is generally the argument
Biden administration officials make
in public and private, despite Pres-
ident Joe Biden'’s push for competi-
tion with China in the military, eco-
nomic and technological arenas.

A Democratic Senate aide, who
like others was granted anonymity
to detail sensitive discussions and
diplomacy, said lawmakers express
mixed feelings when briefed by se-
nior figures on the deal.

“It's good in that it reduces the
threat of nuclear escalation and
conflict in the region,” the staffer
has heard lawmakers say, but oth-
ers argue “it gives China too much
influence and positions them in
the Middle East, where they have
never really been engaged, as a
political power” The good-or-bad
arguments don’t fall neatly on party
lines, the aide noted.

But there’s no real evidence that
China’s role in the Saudi-Iran deal
means the United States has some-
how removed itself from the Mid-
dle East. Gen. Michael “Erik” Kurilla,
the head of US. Central Command,
called Saudi Arabia’s chief of de-
fense Thursday to discuss security
cooperation and the military part-
nership. Col. Joe Buccino, a CENT-
COM spokesperson, said the con-
versation wasn't tied to diplomacy
in China. “Frankly we didnt even
think of that,” he said.

[t shows that Beijing is involved
in one aspect of the Middle East’s
politics, but hasn't usurped Ameri-
ca’s place in all facets. Among other
things, the US. is working with Saudi
Arabia to normalize relations with
Israel, partnering in cyberspace and
maritime security operations, invest-
ing in Riyadh's infrastructure goals
and developing advanced telecom-
munications networks. And Wash-
ington remains the kingdom's most
important security partner, sending
billions in weapons to help defend
against regional threats and station-
ing 3,000 troops in the kingdom.

China’s maneuvering, of course,
has raised eyebrows in Washing-
ton and around the world. It shows
Beijing’s willingness to make nice

with distant partners, like Iran, and
a possible desire to play the long
game so that the region eventually
tips in China’s favor.

“The US. is perceived as leav-
ing the Middle East, and China fills
the void,” gaining more influence
in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere, a
Middle East official said. “China be-
comes the winner here”

After saying “the Saudi-Iran thing
isn't that big a deal,” a GOP congres-
sional aide added that the “Chinese
capitalized on US disengagement...
We will see others play upon our
absence even more in the months
ahead”

Friendlier ties
between Riyadh and
Tehran mean that the
Saudi-led coalition’s
eight-year war on
Yemen could soon
cometo an end.

There’s also the fear that Riyadh,
upset that Biden once vowed to make
the kingdom a “pariah,” might lever-
age China’s clout to extract more sup-
port from the United States. It's why
Biden traveled to Jeddah last year to
mend relations with Saudi Arabia and
box China out of the region.

But in the immediate term, Wash-
ington is chalking up China's work
on the Saudi-Iran deal as a win for
the United States, not a loss.

“Anything that reduces the
chances of conflict between Iran
and Saudi Arabia is a good thing,
regardless of who brokered it,” said
Matthew Duss, Sen. Bernie Sanders’
former foreign policy adviser now at
the Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace.

Iran’s peaceful and tolerant approach has seldom been returned in kind

Iran ready to help other nations to demand equal share of power

from page 1 » The theme of the 146th IPU
assembly, which took place from the 11th to the
15th of March in Manama, Bahrain, was promot-
ing peaceful coexistence and inclusive societies:
Fighting intolerance.

In my main address at the assembly, | also em-
phasized the position of the Islamic Republic of
Iran on the topic of tolerance, by a reciting a line
from the popular Iranian poet, Hafiz, who wrote
“Peace, in the life and the next, can be summed up
in a mere two concepts: compassion for friends
and tolerance for others”

The international audience was then reminded
that despite the incorporation of these valuable
religious and cultural teachings in Iran’s policy
and creative initiatives to develop peace and co-
operation in international forums; our peaceful
and tolerant approach has seldom been returned
in kind. They were then provided with different
examples of the oppression suffered by the great
[ranian nation in the hands of international play-
ers who claim to uphold peace and tolerance and
yet have targeted our people through different
means from the military invasion of our country
to sanctions on everything from technology to
medicine. As the chairman of the Iranian delega-
tion, | saw it as my duty to condemn the most re-
cent targeting of Iranians in a hybrid attempt by
the US “at a sport it calls regime-change,” as it is
such attempts and not “a shortage of assemblies
on the topic,” that destroy all hope for peaceful
coexistence.

My delegation however, had far more to share

than the Islamic Republic’'s peaceful identity and
our people’s grievances for the attempts of cer-
tain international players to destroy our peace
and security. We also shared valuable lessons
which can inspire and guide others who truly
wish to pursue peace; lessons on resistance!

In the main address, | emphasized the role
of resistance in making the great Iranian na-
tion capable of overthrowing a Western-backed
monarch, defending the country against military
invasion with empty hands, and putting up with
a host of inhumane unilateral coercive measures
and sanctions.

It was through this resistance, | reminded the
audience, that the great Iranian nation was able
to pursue its dream for independence and free-
dom and also free the oppressed in the world
from Western-backed terrorist groups such as
DAESH, aka ISIS. Here, | presented the audience
with a picture of the martyr Iranian Commander
General, Qassem Soleimani, who led the victori-
ous battle against DAESH and was assassinated
by the supporters of these terrorists, as a result.

In this international summit on fighting intol-
erance, | criticized the intolerant position of many
in withholding help from the war-ridden nation
of Syria following the recent earthquakes due to
fear from American sanctions on the country, and
used the immediate relief provided by the Islamic
republic as an example of our unwavering sup-
port for the oppressed. As a part of this stance,
| restated, that the Islamic Republic welcomes
“mutual cooperation to help strengthen other

nations so that they call can demand an equal
share of power” which we believe is an essential
step in facilitating peaceful coexistence.

Throughout the assembly, my delegation also
held and attended meetings with other world
leaders such as heads of parliaments from Bah-
rain, Emirates, and Iraq in which all sides stressed
the importance of cooperation in the advance-
ment of mutual goals in addition to effectively
addressing challenges in the region.

In the meeting with Bahraini officials, the
head of the Bahraini parliament expressed hope
that cooperation between the two countries in
all fields would be further expanded to promote
growth of the bilateral relations. In response, |
recounted the two countries’ shared history and
religious and cultural background and welcomed
the suggestions of my Bahraini counterparts. The
Bahraini parliament’s request for the resumption
of direct flights from Manama to Tehran, Mash-
had and Shiraz was also confirmed by my delega-
tion during this official meeting,

In another meeting, the Iragi head of parlia-
ment emphasized the important role of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in resolving the challenges
in the region and expressed hope that the re-es-
tablishment of diplomatic ties between Iran and
Saudi Arabia will increase stability in the region
which can increase bilateral economic relations.

*Mojtaba Rezakhah was chairman of the lrani-
an parliamentary delegation to the IPU Summit in
Bahrain.



World in transition:
Our foes engulfed In crisis

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - From semiconductor
chips to European ports, the US. is on
a move to recoup its shrinking clout
vis-a-vis China’s rising power in a
world that is no longer unipolar.

In his recent speech delivered be-
fore a group of high-level officials,
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
shared some glad tidings. Ayatollah
Khamenei stated that the political
developments of the world are un-
dergoing rapid transformation while
weakening the enemies of the Islamic
Republic at the same time.

“The US is one of Iran’s most im-
portant foes in the world. Facts show
that America was weaker under
Obama’s administration than Bush’s
administration. The US was weaker
under Trump’s administration than
the way it was under Obama’s admin-
istration. The US is weaker under this
man’s [Biden's] administration than
the way it was under Trump’s admin-
istration,” the Leader said, according
to areadout by khamenei.ir.

This US. decline has become
almost a daily occurrence. And
American officials are scrambling
to rein in the rising power of China
and other non-Western countries,
especially in Asia. US. Commerce
Secretary Gina Raimondo called
on European governments to work
with the US to fight climate change
and counter Chinese clout, accord-

ing to a Bloomberg report.

US. is importing 90% of its chips
from Taiwan, and that is almost dan-
gerous, according to Raimondo. The
US isn't looking to make all semicon-
ductor chips on its own soil but must
rely less on Asia, she said.

“Nobody thinks that we should
be making everything that we need
in America,” she said. “The fact that
we buy 90-plus percent of our lead-
ing-edge chips from Taiwan is also
unsustainable and, quite frankly, al-
most dangerous.”

Another example of the US. seek-
ing to prevent its decline is Ameri-
can efforts to curb Chinese influ-
ence in European ports, which have
become a flashpoint of tension be-
tween Washington and Beijing. Chi-
na has acquired majority or minority
stakes in vital ports in many coun-

tries, including Greece, Italy, Germa-
ny, France, the Netherlands, Spain,
Malta, Sweden, Poland and Belgium,
some of which are described as the
gateway to European trade such as
Hamburg in Germany.

And the de-dollarization trend
has already started. Many countries
all over the world, even some US.
allies are now moving to trade in
national currencies.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has
recently visited Russia. The de-dollar-
ization featured high during the visit.
“We are in favor of using the Chinese
yuan for settlements between Russia
and the countries of Asia, Africa, and
Latin America” Russian President
Vladimir said of the visit.

Politically, the pace of American
decline is even direr. Many allianc-
es have been taking shape recently

without the presence of the US. Iran
has forged strong relations with Chi-
na and Russia. The US’s vision for an
Israeli-Arab alliance in the region has
faded away, and Arabs are keeping Is-
rael at bay and moving closer to Iran.
Syria, a longtime target of American
sabotage, is getting accepted into the
Arab fold again, with Iran serving as a
bridge in this regard.

Israel, which has been at the cen-
ter of American projects in the region,
is now faltering just like its patron.
The recent Israeli aggression against
southern Lebanon and the Gaza
Strip indicated in no uncertain terms
that Israel is no longer able to define
equations. With resistance spread all
over the region, Israel increasingly
finds itself confined and restricted.
Israel’'s continued aggression has not
only brought the Abraham accords to
a total failure, but also increased an-
ti-Israel sentiments among the peo-
ple of the West Asia region.

“The Zionist regime has political in-
stability and has changed four prime
ministers in four years; party coali-
tions collapse before forming; there
is an extreme bipolarity throughout
the fake regime, which is highlighted
by the demonstrations of hundreds
of thousands of people in some cit-
ies. It is not possible for them to try to
make up for these weaknesses by fir-
ing a few rockets,” stated the Leader,
while giving examples of the Zionist
regime’s chaotic and collapsing state.

Tehran crltlmzes non-constructive moves of Azerbaijan

¥ OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Frome Page 1 » from its multiple internal cri-
ses inside occupied Palestine by attacking fasting
Muslims and desecrating al-Agsa Mosque, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran thinks that focusing on unity

in the Muslim world and simultaneously countering
normalization of ties with the criminal and usurping
regime of Israel is a must and a religious and hu-
mane duty.

Kanaani urged the Azerbaijani government to
observe mutual respect, move toward good neigh-
borly ties and avoid what is desired by the Zionists
and enemies of the region.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman added that
the Islamic Republic of Iran underlines the need
for observing the principles of neighborly rela-
tions and to watching out for the evil aim of the
Zionist regime to cause division and tension in ties

between Muslim countries. At the same time, Ka-
naani added, Tehran is contemplating diplomatic
moves in response.

Spokesman for the Azerbaijani Foreign Min-
istry Aykhan Hajizada responded to the Iranian
foreign ministry statement. The statements of
Kanaani regarding the announcement of four
employees of the Iranian Embassy in Azerbaijan
persona non grata for activities not correspond-
ing to diplomatic status and contradicting the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of
1961, are biased and emotional, Hajizada claimed,
according to Azerbaijani media.

Amir Abdollahian calls for mutual respect in talks with French counterpart

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian has under-

Iran-Saudi deal, Ukraine, regional

He pointed out that Iran and

During the meeting, the two sides
exchanged views over various issues

lined the need for mutual respect in
Iran-France relations.

He did so during a two-hour meet-
ing with his French counterpart Cath-
erine Colona in Beijing. Amir Abdolla-
hian said he had a “frank and useful”
talks with the French foreign minister,
which lasted for two hours.

The Iranian foreign minister said
he discussed issues such as the

issues including Palestine and Leb-
anon, sanctions removal and Iran’s
nuclear program.

He also said that he criticized the
French government for not comply-
ing with its commitments under the
2015 Iran nuclear deal.

Amir Abdollahian said on Twitter
that he urged France to respect the
rights of French protestors.

France are on the same page re-
garding the continuation of talks
and the need for mutual respect.

Amir Abdollahian and Colo-
na held the meeting in Beijing on
Thursday night.

The meeting took place as
high-ranking delegations of the
two countries were in the Chinese
capital.

pertaining to bilateral ties and topics
of mutual interest at regional and
international levels. Some consular
issues were also discussed by the
two top diplomats, according to the
[ranian foreign ministry.

The French and Iranian foreign
ministers put emphasis on paying
mutual respect as well as continu-
ation of bilateral talks.

Iran, Mauritania FMs discuss Palestine

TEHRAN - Iran’s top diplomat held a phone
conversation with his Mauritanian counterpart
on the situation in Palestine in light of Israel’s re-
cent aggression against Gaza and Lebanon.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdolla-
hian and his Mauritanian counterpart Mohamed
Salem Ould Merzoug has in a phone conversation
congratulated each other on the holy month of Ra-
madan and discussed bilateral ties and regional de-
velopments, particularly the situation in Palestine,
according to the Iranian foreign ministry.

Amir Abdollahian congratulated the top Mau-
ritanian diplomat on the successful holding of the
meeting of the OIC’s foreign ministers in Nouak-
chott and invited him to visit Tehran, which was
welcomed by the top Mauritanian diplomat.

The two foreign ministers held talks over the cur-

rent situation in Palestine and the recent acts of ag-
gression by the Zionists as well as their desecration
of the al-Agsa Mosque and raid on Palestinian wor-
shippers. Amir Abdollahian and Merzoug underlined
the need for a united action by Islamic countries in
order to counter the Zionist regime’s aggression.

Given that Mauritania holds the presidency of
the OIC, pushing for an emergency meeting of

the organization was another issue the Iranian
and Mauritanian foreign ministers discussed.

The Iranian foreign minister last week met
with Mauritania’s Minister of Islamic Affairs Dah
Ould Sidi Ould Amar Taleb in Tehran.

The foreign minister hailed the African country’s
government and people for their support of the Pal-
estinian cause. Mauritania’s Minister of Islamic Af-
fairs Dah Ould Sidi Ould Amar Taleb for his part gave
warm greetings to the Iranian president and people
on behalf of his country’s high-ranking officials.

Mauritania’s minister of Islamic affairs also
praised Iran’s support for the Palestinian peo-
ple and said the Palestinian issue is not exclu-
sively about the people of Palestine, but it's
related to the entire Muslim ummah, and Iran
has been a pioneer in this regard.

Raisi urges Islamic action against Israel crimes

Frome Page 1 » Referring to the
crimes of the regime against the
Palestinian people, especially the
worshippers in Al-Agsa Mosque, as
well as the insult to this holy place,
President Raisi said, “The Islamic
Republic of Iran demands the hold-
ing of an emergency meeting of the
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) in order to examine ways
to deal with the atrocities of the
Zionist Regime”.

Emphasizing the need to respect
the territorial integrity of the coun-

tries of the region, Raisi said that
the most important way to deal
with terrorism and separatism is to
support the national sovereignty of
the countries of the region.

President Erdogan also congrat-
ulated the month of Ramadan and
appreciated the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s helps in the recent earth-
quake in Turkey, and condemned
the recent aggression of the Zionist
Regime on the Al-Agsa Mosque and
the oppressed people of Palestine.

He emphasized the convergence

and unity of opinion of Islamic coun-
tries to deal with these aggressions
in the framework of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation.

In his conversation with Presi-
dent Berdimuhamedow, Ayatollah
Raisi mentioned the recent crimes
committed by the Zionist Regime
in Al-Agsa Mosque and against the
people of Palestine and Lebanon
and stressed the need for the con-
vergence of Islamic countries.

The need to continue expanding
bilateral relations between Iran

and Turkmenistan was one of the
main points of Raisi in this tele-
phone conversation.

The Turkmen president congrat-
ulated the holy month of Ramadan
and expressed satisfaction with
the strengthening of relations be-
tween Tehran and Ashgabat in var-
ious economic and political fields,
emphasizing, “Turkmenistan is de-
termined to develop relations with
the Islamic Republic of Iran in all
fields to benefit the two nations”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Playing against Iran
always difficult:
Engin Firat

Frome Page 1 » The reason is that Iranian
players are always motivated, but now that
Amir Ghalenoei came as the new head coach,
everybody is fighting for his place in the national
team. So, it was not a normal and boring friendly
match. It was a really tough game with a high
hardworking rate,” he added.

Michael Olunga scored for the visiting team
in the 51st minute, but Mohammad Mohebi
canceled out his goal in the 76th minute. With six
minutes remaining, Ramin Rezaeian scored the
winner.

“I know Iran very well and | knew exactly how
to stop Iran. Iran had a big problem to build-
up the game. Iran nearly had zero chances
against Kenya from open play. It was totally the
opposite in Iran’s game against Russia, where
Team Melli had a goal chance nearly every two
or three minutes. It was not because of the
weakness of Iran, rather it was because | know
Iran very well. My team made simple mistakes
during the game. To be honest, | think Iran was
very lucky to win this game,” he added.

It was Kenya’s first game since the ban
imposed by FIFA in 2021 was lifted last year.

“Yes, we had here in Kenya some political
interferences in foothall. The former sports
minister interfered in football. Therefore, FIFA
banned the Kenya foothall federation and we
couldn’t play any match for 500 days until the
games against Iran. So, our players didn’t play
and train together for a long time. Most of the
players meet each other before the match
against Iran,” said the tactician.

Firat, who worked as an assistant coach for
Saipa Football Club and Iran national team from
2006 t0 2008, also talked about Amir Ghalenoei,
current head coach of Iran.

“Amir and | know each other for over 20 years.
Amir is a very disciplined and experienced coach.
For him, it is not difficult to handle Iranian football
stars. You have to support him and you will see
that with Amir you will get the results everybody
in Iran wants,” the Kenya head coach concluded.

Iran into Women'’s
Olympic Qualifiers
Round 2

TEHRAN - Iran finished top of Group B
following their 1-1 stalemate against Myanmar
in their Women’s Olympic Football Tournament
Paris 2024 Asian Qualifiers Round 1 match on
Saturday.

Myanmar’s Win Theingi Tun canceled out
Negin Zandi’s first half effort but the draw at
the Thuwunna Stadium was enough for Iran to
claim top spot as they joined India and Thailand
in the next round.

Myanmar were aiming to bounce back from
their 1-0 defeat against Iran, but it was the
Central Asian side who took the lead through
Zandi in the 14th minute, the-afc.com reported.

Myanmar pushed forward and were rewarded
in the 57th minute through Win Theingi Tun’s
equalizer but Iran held on to take home a share
of the spoils and a place in the next round.

The seven group winners from Round 1
will continue their quest in Round 2, which is
expected to commence in October.

In the next round, they will be joined by the
five highest seeded teams - DPR Korea, Japan,
Australia, China PR and Korea Republic - and
divided into three groups.

Four teams - the three group winners and
the best-ranked runners-up - will then progress
to Round 3 to play two pairs of home and away
matches, slated for February 2024, with the
eventual winners qualifying for the Women'’s
Olympic Football Tournament Paris 2024.

Persepolis club deny
Dragan Skocic link

TEHRAN - Persepolis football club executive
manager Mohammad Mohammadi has denied
claims the club are trying to hire former Iran
coach Dragan Skocic.
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The local media reports suggest that the Croat
is a candidate to replace Yahya Golmohammadi.

Persepolis are favorites to win the title of Iran
football league in the current season.

Skocic is without a team since parting
company with Iran national football team in
September 2022.

He was named Iran coach in February 2020
and secured Team Melli a spot at the Qatar’s
World Cup by topping their qualification group
ahead of South Korea in late January and booked
their place at the prestigious event as the first
Asian team.

Sayyadmanesh
nets his first goal
at 23-2022 EFL

TEHRAN - Iranian  winger Allahyar
Sayyadmanesh scored his first goal in the 2022-
23 EFL Championship for Hull City.

Sayyadmanesh scored Hull City’s second goal
in the 25th minute in a match that ended 4-4.

It was Sayyadmanesh'’s first goal in the current
season.

The match was held at the Stadium of Light.
The Tigers sit 17 in the 24-team EFL table.

Persepolis forward
Diabate suffers

injury

TEHRAN - Persepolis football team striker
Sheikh Diabate has suffered a foot injury once
again in the current season.

Diabate was absent in the match against
Malavan, where the Reds won the match
3-0 and media reports suggest that the
Malian forward missed the match due to
the foot injury.

Diabate joined Persepolis in September 2022
but has suffered foot injury several times in the
current season.

Persepolis are the favorites to win Iran football
league and the player’s absence is a big blow for
the team.

IPL leaders Sepahan
lose to Tractor

TEHRAN - Sepahan football team suffered
a 1-0 loss against Tractor in Tabriz's packed
Yadegar-e Emam Stadium Friday night.

Reza Asadi scored the winner from the penalty
spot in the 64th minute.

Earlier in the day, Esteghlal earned a 1-0 away
win over Aluminum in Arak. Mehdi Ghaedi scored
in the 55th minute.

Paykan also edged past Havadar 1-0 in Tehran
and Zob Ahan defeated Gol Gohar 1-0.

Sepahan still remained top of Iran Professional
League (IPL) with 52 points, thanks to a superior
goal difference than Esteghlal.

Persepolis are third with 51 points.

Taremi scores as
Porto beat Benfica
in Classico

TEHRAN - Benfica’s lead at the top of the
Primeira Liga were reduced to seven points
after they suffered a 2-1 defeat to Porto at
Estadio da Luz.

The hosts got off to a great start, taking the
lead in the 10th minute when Diogo Costa found
the back of the net.

Porto stayed in the contest and equalized
before the half time when Mateus Uribe swept
Pepe Aquino’s clever ball into the bottom corner.

The Dragons kept their foot on the gas after
half time and scored the decisive goal in the
54th minute.

Pepe’s hopeful long ball wasn't cleared by
Benfica’s defense, Galeno teeing up Mehdi
Taremi who beat Odysseas Vlachodimos with
a low drive.
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Commodities worth almost $4b traded

atIME inamonth

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar
month Esfand (the last month of the previous
Iranian calendar year) Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME) witnessed trade of 11,781,118
tons of commodities and 11,265 vehicles with
a total trading value of almost $4 billion,
registering growth of 16.3 percent in value
and 13.3 percent in volume of trades compared
with the month before that.

As reported by the IME's Public Relations
and International Affairs Department, the
exchange saw on both domestic and export
pits of its oil and petrochemical trading floor,
trade of 1,649,866 tons of commodities valued
at more than $1 billion.

The IME’s customers purchased on this
floor 527194 tons of bitumen, 428160 tons of
polymeric products, 334,000 tons of vacuum
bottom, 159,000 tons of lube cut, 146,843 tons
of chemicals, 38,900 tons of sulfur, 14,821 tons
of 0il 5,272 tons of petroleum products, 890 tons
of gas feedstocks and 800 tons of insulation.

Moreover, the exchange saw trade of
9,809,448 tons of commodities and 11,265
vehicles worth nearly $3 billion on its metals
and minerals trading floor.

[tems traded on this floor included 4,496,923
tons of cement, 3,251,000 tons of iron ore,

1605401 tons of steel, 392100 tons of
sponge iron, 238,100 tons of zinc, 39,675 tons
of aluminum, 29,355 tons of copper, 1500
tons of cast iron, 1,090 tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 48 tons of precious metals
concentrate and 29 kg of gold bars.

Last was the IME’s side market on which the
exchange traded 321,804 tons of commodities.

Trade between Iran, U.S. stands at
$9.6m in 2 months

TEHRAN- The value of trade between Iran
and the US. rose 35 percent to $9.6 million
in the first two months of 2023, from that of
2022 which was $71 million, IRNA reported
citing the latest statistics released by the
American Statistical Association (ASA).

According to the ASA data, the U.S. exported
commodities worth $9.5 million to Iran in the
two-month period, up 35 percent year on year.

Iran’s export to the U.S. stood at $100,000
during January-February 2023, with no
change from that of the previous year.

As previously announced by the American
Statistical Association, the value of Iran’s export
to the US. increased by nine-fold in 2022.

Based on the ASA data, the Islamic Republic
exported $11.2 million worth of goods to the U.S.

in the past year, registering a nine-fold increase
compared to 2021. Iran exported commodities
valued at only $1.2 million to the US. in 2021.

The value of trade between Iran and the
U.S. rose to $56.7 million in 2022, 40 percent
more than the figure for the previous year,
according to the ASA data.

Based on the mentioned data, the trade
between the two countries stood at $40.5
million in 2021.

The ASA data shows that the value of US.
export to Iran also increased 16 percent to
$45.5 million in the January-December 2022
period, from $39.3 million in the previous year.

Iran was ranked 175th among U.S. export
destinations in 2021 and 172nd among the
country’s top import sources.

Markazi province ranked 1st in Iran in
variety of flowers, ornamental plants

TEHRAN- Markazi province in central Iran is
ranked first in the country in terms of producing
variable flowers and ornamental plants.

This province has second place in the
production of cut flowers, and third place in the
production of flowers and ornamental plants.

Despite being industrial, Markazi is among
the first 10 provinces in the country in the
agricultural sector.

Iran has 17th place in the world in the
production of flowers and ornamental plants,
but it is ranked 107th in terms of export.

Considering the high potential and volume
of import of flowers and ornamental plants
by the Persian Gulf littoral states and Central

Asian countries, in order to increase the share
of Iran in the world markets, it is necessary to
adopt effective and targeted policies in order
to solve the problems in the way of production
and export of flowers and ornamental plants.

As reported, it is possible for Iran to export
more than one billion dollars of flowers and
ornamental plants per year, and the officials
of the Agriculture Ministry also emphasize the
export capabilities of the country’s flower and
ornamental plant sector.

Although, the producers of this sector have
problems and limitations, most of which
are related to the ministries of energy and
industry, which should be removed through
adopting effective and targeted policies.

Iran’s pistachio export to Spain up

58% in 2022

Renovation, development of railway
fleet being pursued seriously

from page 1 » Therefore,
improving and strengthening the
transportation network can be an
important factor in reducing the
cost of goods and services, growing
trade, and finally reaching a high
level of economic development.

At present, various types of sea,
road, rail and air transportation are
being carried out, each of which,
in turn, has a great contribution
to the development of countries
and  establishes  commercial
connections in the world every
day. However, among the types of
transportation, the railway is very
important as one of the oldest
channels of transportation that
allows transporting goods and
passengers in a large volume within
the countries.

In fact, due to greater safety,
less fuel consumption, and the
possibility of transporting goods in
different places, rail transportation
has a great contribution to the
transportation of goods, and in
the past 100 years, by developing
and equipping various facilities,
it has greatly contributed to the
development of trade relations
between countries.

The advanced countries of the
world have invested a lot in this
sector in the past years, and experts
consider the development of rail
transportation as one of the factors
of the development of any country.

The development of the railway
sector has been one of the macro
policies of the Iranian government
as it has been emphasized by the

general policies of the country’s

national development plans.

In this regard, the national railway
fleet has constantly received new
domestically-made locomotives and
wagons during the two past Iranian
calendar years.

As the first stage of the program
for the renovation of the country’s
railway fleet in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20), 156 freight wagons,
three locomotives including two
renovated ones and a newly made
one by MAPNA Group, as well as 10
renovated passenger wagons joined
the railway fleet in early July 2022.

In the second stage of the
program, 413 new domestically-
made locomotives and wagons
were added to the railway fleet in
late October last year.

As for the third stage, the railway
fleet received 428 new domestically-
made and renovated wagons and

locomotives in late December 2022

The railway fleet also received
500 new domestically-made and
renovated wagons and locomotives
in the fourth stage on March 17.

Of the mentioned 500 wagons
and locomotives, 453 were new
freight wagons, six were new
locomotives, and nine were
renovated locomotives.

The railway fleet also received 10
new passenger wagons as well as
22 renovated ones.

Overall, 1660 wagons and
locomotives have been added to
the country’s railway fleet in the
previous year.

On Thursday, Transport and
Urban  Development  Minister
Mehrdad Bazrpash emphasized
the need to increase the growth of
production and the use of domestic
power, and announced that the
manufacturing of freight wagons in

the country rose 50 percent to 1,598

in the year 1401 from 1,081in 1400.

Advantages such as consuming
less fuel and creating less pollution
as well as high safety attach priority
to the railway when compared
to some other transportation
systems, and make its development
economically viable.

As stated by the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways
(known as RAl), the current
government pays special attention
to transportation diplomacy in the
railway sector.

Stating that the development of
railway lines is on the agenda in the
current government, Miad Salehi
has said: “Part of the requirements
of railway development is the
updating of equipment and special
attention to the employees, and we
are trying to take greater steps in
these fields in the second year of
the government”

Annual home appliance export up 24%

TEHRAN- The export of home appliances
from Iran rose 24 percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20), the
director-general of the Home Appliances
Office of the Ministry of Industry, Mining, and
Trade announced.

Speaking in a TV program, Mohsen
Shokrollahi said cooling and heating
appliances including evaporative coolers,
heaters, and water heaters with a growth of
30 percent, accounted for the lion’s share of
the export in the previous year.

“With 30 million dollars value of export, we
had also a growth of 82 percent in the export
of refrigerators and freezers in the past year”,
he added.

The home appliance industry is one of the
industries that faced significant production
growth in the past year, so it can be said
that Iranian manufacturers were able to
take a significant share of the market in the

production of refrigerators, freezers, washing
machines, evaporative coolers, and TV sets,
and even in small household appliances, the
production status is outstanding.

Shokrollahi said: “Despite the problems,
1401 was a busy year in terms of increasing
production, and we were witnessing good
growth in various items of household
appliances”

The official announced that about 600
home appliance production units are active in
the country.

“The home appliance industry is a growing
industry and this industry is developing by
launching new production lines, for example,
last year we launched 27 new production lines,
including 10 refrigerator production lines, six
microwave and small household appliances
production lines, four washing machine
production lines, three dishwasher production
lines, and one TV production line”, he added.

Over the past few years, the Iranian
government has been following a new
strategy for supporting domestic production
toneutralize the impacts of the U.S. sanctions
while reducing the reliance of the economy
on oil revenues.

The home appliances sector has been
one of the pioneers in this regard and like
many other areas, the production of home
appliances has witnessed a significant rise in
the past six years.

SPGC process over 221 bcm of gas in ayear

TEHRAN - Over 221171 billion
cubic meters (bcm) of gas was
processed in South Pars Gas
Complex (SPGC) during the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20), the managing
director of the complex announced.

Ahmad Bahoush said that this
amount of gas was processed
relying onthe powerand knowledge
of Iranian youth, adding; “We hope
to provide the necessary conditions
for gas supply to the domestic and

of “Inflation Control, Production
Growth”, and said: “Considering
that the roadmap in 1402 is defined
as “Inflation Controland Production
Growth” we will move forward
to increase the production of gas
and by-products with the efforts
of the experienced, innovative
and efficient young people of this
complex.”

South Pars Gas Complex
operates 13 refineries that process
the natural gas extracted from

over 23 million euros to this country in 2022.

Although Iran is mostly known for its vast
hydrocarbon resources, there are some other
precious products that people all around the
world put the Iranian brand on and appreciate

industrial sectors of the country by
taking the necessary measures and
carrying out detailed and regular
overhaul operations in this year as
well”

of the managers and employees of
the South Pars Gas Complex, more
than 190,509 billion cubic meters
of sweet gas were injected into the
country’s national lines, and this

amount significantly this year”, the
official added.

Bahoush considered the growth
of production to be the most
important goal of the thirteen

the huge South Pars gas field,
which Iran shares with Qatar in
the Persian Gulf, that is estimated
to contain a significant amount

TEHRAN- The value of Iran’s pistachio export
to Spain increased by 58 percent in 2022, Iran-
Spain Joint Chamber of Commerce reported.

As reported, Iran, which is the largest supplier

of pistachios to Spain after the United States,
has exported 2,068 tons of pistachios worth

greatly, one such product is Iranian “green
gold” or pistachio.

Cultivation of pistachios in Iran dates
back to the Achaemenid period or the fifth
century B.C; Like the great dynasty, the Islamic
Republic was the world’s unrivaled, leading
producer of pistachios for a long time, with
southeastern Kerman province being the hub
of production for so-called green gold.

TEDPIX jumps nearly 65,000 points

on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 64,923 points
to 2.202 million on Saturday (the first day of
Iranian calendar week).

As reported, over 22.574 billion securities
worth 155.695 trillion rials (about $370.7
million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

“Last  year, through the
significant and innovative
measures and domestic knowledge

volume of production has grown
by three percent compared to
1400, and we hope to increase this

refineries of this group in 1402,
considering the naming of this
year by the Leader as the year

of natural gas, accounting for
about eight percent of the world’s
reserves, and approximately 18
billion barrels of condensate.

Iran Qatar trade estimated to reach $3b by March 2025

TEHRAN- The value of trade between Iran
and Qatar is estimated to reach $3 bhillion
by the Iranian calendar year 1404 (begins
on March 2025), an official with Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) announced.

Farzad Piltan, the director-general of TPO’s
Office of West Asian Countries, said such

amount of trade will includes export, import,
joint investment, transit, re-export and joint
production.

The governmental officials of the two
countries are negotiating and are continuously
providing infrastructure to achieve this goal,
he added.

In early March, the head of TPO stressed
the expansion of trade ties with Qatar and
cooperation with the Qatari traders and
businessmen in the field of partnership
and joint investment and infrastructure
development.

Alireza Peyman-Pak made the remarks on
the sidelines of the first day of Iran-Qatar

business forum in Tehran.

Referring to the 13th government’s emphasis
on developing relations with its neighbors, the
official said: “Qatar is one of the countries that,
although it has close political relation with Iran,
unfortunately in recent years enough attention
has not been paid to the use of commercial and
economic opportunities of cooperation with this
country”.

“During the past few months and in the 13th
government, we have paid serious attention
to the development of business relations with
this country”, he noted, adding, “In this regard,
we have sent commercial attaché to Qatar,
established a trade center, held a special
exhibition, and sent business delegations”.



“Palestinian resistance will
‘respond’ to raid on
al-Agsa Mosque

From page 1 » They then
proceed to violently drag the
injured worshippers outside the
compound and take them into
custody.

Medical officials say at least
500 Palestinians  sustained
injuries.  Palestinian officials
say roughly another 500
Palestinians were kidnapped by
the regime following the savage
scenes.

In one scene an lIsraeli thug
can be seen swiping his baton at
a woman onlooker and breaking
her arm.

What has been the response
of the armed resistance?

Following the first day of the
Israeli terror, the resistance
movement in the besieged Gaza
Strip fired rockets at Israeli
settlements.

After a second day of similar
terror scenes, explosions were
heard in the Gaza Strip just after
midnight on Friday as warplanes
and drones roared overhead
firing airstrikes for several
hours.

The Palestinian resistance
groups responded with a barrage
of missiles. Sirens sounded
across occupied settlements
near Gaza throughout the
night, with the occupation
regime telling settlers to hide in
shelters.

During the exchange of fire,
the head of the media office of
the Islamic Jihad Movement,
Dawood Shehab, said Israeli
bombings will be met with
bombings.

The military wing of Hamas,
the al-Qassam Brigades, said
its air defense systems were
responding to Israeli warplanes
with surface-to-air missiles.

What about the response
of the Palestinian resistance
chiefs?

The head of the Hamas
political bureau, Ismail
Haniyeh, held a meeting with
the secretary general of the
Palestinian resistance factions
in the Lebanese capital Beirut,
calling on all factions to unify
their ranks and escalate their
resistance against the Zionist
regime’s occupation.

During the meeting Haniyeh

said “the priority today is to
resist the occupation,” pointing
out that “national unity and
resistance are the ways to
achieve victory and defeat the
Zionist project.”

He discussed the ongoing
aggression against the holy al-
Agsa Mosque by the occupation
forces and the “herds of
settlers” who had also violated
the mosque’s sanctity.

During a speech after the

meeting,  Haniyeh  warned
Israel against persisting in its
aggression against al-Agsa,

stressing that it “poses a threat
not only to Palestine, but to all
Arab and Islamic countries as
well”

Haniyeh added Palestinians
“will not sit with their arms
crossed” in the face of Israeli
“aggression” against the al-Agsa
Mosque.

“Our Palestinian people and the
Palestinian resistance groups will
not sitidly by” in the face of Israel’s
“savage aggression”.

Ziyad al-Nakhalah, the
Secretary General of the Islamic
Jihad Movement, has called
on the resistance forces to be
ready to respond to the enemy’s
provocations.

Al-Nakhalah warned that “the
enemy’s threats will not frighten
us, but rather make us stronger
and more cohesive” He called
on the resistance groups in the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank
to “be united in the face of any
aggression, and our fighters
in all places must be ready to
respond.”

What happened
Lebanese border?

Dozens of rockets were
launched from Lebanese
territory towards the occupied
Palestinian territories.

Israeli media confirmed that
two rockets fell in a settlement,
while Reuters quoted three
Lebanese security sources as
saying “Palestinian factions
were behind the rocket attacks
from Lebanon, not Hezbollah”

The Lebanese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs warned of
Israel's escalatory intentions,
which threaten regional and
international peace and security,
calling on the international

at the

community to “pressure Israel”
to end the escalation.

Some reports suggest Israel
responded by firing artillery
into Southern Lebanon at the
Palestinian  refugee camps.
Otherreports haveindicated that
the sounds of explosions near
Lebanon were actually Israeli
anti-missile systems launched
to intercept the rockets fired
from the Palestinian refugee
camps in Lebanon. Three settlers
have reportedly been injured
from the rocket fire from the
Palestinian refugee camps.

The regime is wary of facing
Lebanon’s powerful Hezbollah
and cannot afford to open up
another front with the heavily
armed resistance movement.

Israeli army spokesperson
Richard Hecht told reporters,
“We know for sureit’s Palestinian
fire, it could be Hamas, it could
be Islamic Jihad, we are still
trying to finalize but it wasn't
Hezbollah.”

On Friday, Israel said it had
struck a Palestinian refugee
camp in South Lebanon.

Israeli settlers’ hysteria

Following the rockets fired
by Palestinian factions from
Lebanon, Israeli media reported
that Israeli settlers entered a
state of hysteria in occupied
territories, and they took the
decision by themselves to open
shelters.

The Israeli Channel 12 reported
that “the opening of the
shelters was not based on the
recommendations of the Israeli
Home Front Command,” which
shows the regime is caught in a
political and security confusion.

“There is hysteria, we're
receiving news from all over
(occupied Palestinian territories)
about opening shelters,” the
channel said, adding that the
settlers “made the decision to
open the shelters themselves.

What about Hezbollah?

The Lebanese resistance
movement has strongly
condemned  storming into
the al-Agsa Mosque, physical
assaults on women and men,
violation of the sanctity of the
House of God, arrest of hundreds
of worshipers, and clearing
the space for settlers to enter

Saudi Arabia informed Yemenis of
decision to end war

Saudi Arabia reportedly
informed the so-called Yemeni
presidential leadership council of
the decision to put an end to the
devastating war in Yemen after
eight years of aggression.

Citing informed  sources,
Lebanon’s Al Mayadeen TV network
reported on Friday that Saudi
officials had recently held a closed-
door meeting with the chairman
and members of the council, which
was established last April after the
resignation of ex-president Abd
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, to inform

them about the peace plan.

Saudi Arabia’s Defense Minister
Prince Khalid bin Salman briefed
the council on Riyadh’s solution to
end the crisis in Yemen, sources
said, adding that the Saudis’
vision is to renew the existing
UN-brokered truce for a year in
an understanding with the Sana’a
government.

Riyadh will pledge to pay the
salaries of public servants, open
Hodeidah port, and help settle the
currency problems of Yemen in
exchange for Sana’a’s acceptance of

the truce, according to the report.

The renewal of the truce will be
bound to an official announcement
by Riyadh about the end of the war
and the end of Saudi interference
in Yemen's affairs, sources added.

According to the report, Yemeni
talks with the supervision of the
United Nations and the support of
Riyadh will start following the end
of the war and will aim to clinch
an agreement on a two-year-long
transitional period

and desecrate the mosque’s
courtyards.

Hezbollah published a
statement that said “what the
occupation forces have done
is a flagrant violation of the
sanctity of believers and al-
Quds (Jerusalem), affecting
all Muslims, Christians, and
free people in the world, and
violating all religious, moral,
and human values ... It is also a
blatant message to advocates
of normalization from countries
and governments about the
true image of this enemy, its
terrorism and criminality.”

Hezbollah has declared its “full
solidarity with the Palestinian
people and the resistance
factions,” saying “it stands by
them in all the steps they take
to protect the worshipers and
al-Agsa Mosque and deter
the enemy from continuing its
attacks”

Meanwhile, Hezbollah
executive council chief Sayyad
Hashim Safi al-Din said, “The
Zionists should know that al-
Agsa Mosque is not alone, and
that behind it is hundreds of
millions of Muslims who are
ready to shed blood forit”

Western media stance

What happened in al-Agsa
were not “clashes” as Western
mainstream media dishonestly
reported. These were unprovoked
attacks by Israeli forces against
unarmed  Palestinian  women,
men and medics during the holy
Muslim month of Ramadan and at
avery holy site.

If these were Russian soldiers
attacking Jewish worshippers
at a synagogue, the last word
the Western mainstream media
would use is “clashes”.

This is pure terrorism by
a colonial entity against the
natives of a land, yet the so-
called Western rights activists
have kept silent.

It's not only another example
of double standards, but offers
a clear picture of where Western
governments really stand on the
issue of human rights.
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Strategic depth of resistance in Tel Aviv

Residents of Tel Aviv and illegal Israeli settlers in border areas are witnessing widespread
fireworks from resistance fighters.

The firing of rockets from Lebanon and the Gaza Strip into the occupied territories has
shocked settlers living in the occupied lands.

On the other hand, resistance forces operating in parts of Israel, including Tel Aviv, have
caused strong shocks to the security system of the Zionist regime.

An lItalian tourist has been killed and seven other people injured in a suspected car-
ramming attack near a beach in Tel Aviv, Israeli medics say.

A doctor told Israeli television the wounded included three British nationals and an Italian.

Footage from the scene showed an overturned car near a promenade and an Israeli police
officer opening fire.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has told the ministers that they must avoid
major escalation on multiple fronts.

According to Times of Israel, Netanyahu says his regime cannot be dragged into
confrontations with Hamas and Hezbollah, amid uptick in violence in Jerusalem, West Bank,
Gaza, and Lebanon.

Israel wants to avoid wider conflicts on multiple fronts and move away from major
escalations in Lebanon, the Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem, and the West Bank, Netanyahu told
senior ministers on Friday during a meeting before he called in the high-level security cabinet
to discuss response to a barrage of rockets from Gaza and from Lebanese territory a day
earlier.

In a consultation meeting with Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, Foreign Minister Eli Cohen,
National Security Minister [tamar Ben Gvir, Strategic Affairs Minister Ron Dermer, and senior
members of the security establishment, Netanyahu said Israel must avoid being dragged
into confrontations and wider-scale conflicts, according to a report by Channel 12. The
developments followed months of intense internal upheaval sparked by his government’s
judicial overhaul push and other controversial moves by the hawkish coalition.

“There are enough disputes within us on other issues, we are being challenged from
everywhere — in the opposition and on the street,” Netanyahu was quoted as saying at the
meeting in reference to months of protests and the intense public criticism over the overhaul
drive, Channel 12 reported.
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Main Responsibilities:

»  Master Degree

Working Hours:

Expected Salary:

Expected contract date:

Mid-June 2023

How to apply:

1. CV in English

knowledge, and skill”

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Iran Office is seeking to fill the following vacant position of Program &
Administration Officer with good management and communication skills. JICA is an executing agency of Japanese Official
Development Assistance (ODA), and has been supporting the socio-economic development of Iran. We are looking for a person
who has strong motivation to contribute to the people of Iran and for the friendship with Japan.

Position: Program and Administration Officer

»  Managing smooth/productive/efficient communication and coordination with related Ministries/Organizations of
government of Iran.

»  Managing on-going and future projects in following sectors; Infrastructure, Employment development, Disaster Risk
Reduction, Environment Management

Minimum Required Knowledge and Experience:

» Job History: More than 10 years working experience, including more than 5 years Job experience on general
administration or project management and operation for official project in Iran, or in international organizations in Iran,
or in international companies in Iran.

[Education: Undergraduate (Bachelor) Degree or equivalent

Languages: Fluency in both written and spoken Persian and English

Other requirements: Must have basic standard PC skills (Microsoft WORD, EXCEL, PowerPoint etc.). Must have good
character and cooperate with others. Must be able to handle multiple tasks.

Preferable Knowledge and Experience:

» H)eep knowledge and analytical skill on internal and international development issues and economics

>  General knowledge about JICA and Japanese ODA (Official Development Assistance) is preferable.

From Saturday to Wednesday 8:00 — 16:00

Salary will be determined by the experience of the candidates.

All interested applicants should submit following document by Email: ia_oso_rep@jica.go.jp

2. 1 page Essay in English “Why do you want to work in JICA and How can you contribute to JICA with your experience,

*Title of the Email should be “Application for Vacancy Announcement— Your last and first Name”

Closing Date of CV Submission: 28 April 2023,

Vacancy Announcement j ICA \\

ONLY SHORTLISTED CANDIDATES WILL BE NOTIFIED
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Tourism ministry uncovers scheme

for rural revive

From Page 1 » Iran has a lot to offer
nature lovers, including pristine and diverse
natural gifts. The World Tourism Organization
(UNWTO) is planning to award a selection
of rural destinations around the world with
the title of “Best Tourism Villages,” and the
villages of Kharanag, Barandag, and Lark have
been nominated.

Traditionally, farming has been the main
form of production in Iranian countryside
areas. However, mechanization, changes
in farming methods, and the effects of
globalization have had a significant impact
on rural communities’ social structures. As
a result, these communities are increasingly
becoming places of consumption where
tourism plays a significant role, rather than

places of production.

The World Tourism Organization sees rural
tourism as a type of activity in which the
visitor’s experience is related to a wide range
of products generally linked to nature-based
activities, agriculture, rural lifestyle, culture,
angling, and sightseeing. Such tourism
also possesses characteristics such as low
population density, a landscape dominated by
agriculture and forestry, as well as traditional
social structure and lifestyle.

The UN bodyaimstoturnthespotlightonthe
“uniqueness” of each village to make tourism a
means for further development in rural areas.
“We want to recognize the uniqueness of each
village and showcase the best initiatives to
make tourism a means for a better future in
rural areas. As we restart tourism, we work to
ensure that we leave no one - and no village-
behind,” according to UNWTO Secretary-
General Zurab Pololikashvili.

Experts believe the ultimate goal of the
rise and development of the rural tourism
industry is to increase local economic activity,
but in the long run, to make this possible, it is
crucial to maintain a healthy environment and
expand its capacity.

Iran grants visa-free access to

Kazakh nationals

TEHRAN - Iran has decided to exempt
Kazakh nationals from needing an entry visa
for a stay of up to two weeks in response to
the same decision Kazakh made last year.

Following the decision of Astana
government to introduce a [unilateral] visa-
free regime for up to 14 days for Iranian
citizens, Tehran provided such a possibility for
Kazakh citizens to visit the Islamic Republic,
ISNA quoted Astana’s ambassador to Tehran
as saying on Saturday.

Askhat Orazbay added that Iran and
Kazakhstan are trying to expand direct flights
between the two countries to facilitate trader,
business and tourism.

On July 8, 2022, Kazakhstan implemented
the visa-free regime for citizens from India

and China as well.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a
bonanza from its numerous tourist spots

such as bazaars, museums, mosques,
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums,
churches, towers, and mansions, of which 26
are inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage
list.

Visits to Markazi province see
two-fold rise in Noruz

TEHRAN - The number of visits to travel
attractions of Markazi province jumped two-
fold during the Noruz holidays compared to
the same period a year earlier, the deputy
provincial tourism chief has said.

A total of 1,726,020 people visited tourist
attractions and natural sights across the

central province during the mentioned time,
Hassan Hosseini explained on Saturday.

Due to its tourist attractions, the Makazi
province has been turned into a tourist
destination in recent years and tourists
and travelers choose this province for their
vacations, the official added.

Markazi province is considered the
industrial capital of the country. It is rich in
natural, historical, cultural, and religious
attractions.

Hand-woven carpets and kilims, made in
its cities, including Farahan, Sarugh, Lilivan,
Senejan, and Vafs, are known internationally.

UNESCO sites at a glance

Lord Howe Island Group

The Lord Howe Island Group is an
outstanding example of oceanic islands of
volcanic origin containing a unique biota of
plants and animals, as well as the world’s
most southerly true coral reef.

It is an area of spectacular and scenic
landscapes encapsulated within a small land
areaand provides important breeding grounds
for colonies of seabirds as well as a significant
natural habitat for the conservation of
threatened species.

Iconic species include endemics such as
the flightless Lord Howe Woodhen (Gallirallis
sylvestris), once regarded as one of the rarest
birds in the world, and the Lord Howe Island
Phasmid (Dryococelus australis), the world’s
largest stick insect that was feared extinct
until its rediscovery on Balls Pyramid.

About 75% of the terrestrial part of the
property is managed as a Permanent Park

Preserve, consisting of the northern and
southern mountains of Lord Howe Island
itself, plus the Admiralty Islands, Mutton Bird
Islands, Balls Pyramid and surrounding islets.

The property is located in the Tasman Sea,
approximately 570 kilometres east of Port
Macquarie. The entire property including the
marine area and associated coral reefs cover
146,300 hectares, with the terrestrial area
covering approximately 1,540 hectares.

103 hi's'torlcal bthS donated
to tea museum

TEHRAN - A cultural heritage
advocate has recently donated
103 historical objects to a tea
museum in Lahijan, northern Iran.

“The objects donated to the Tea
Museum of Lahijan comprise 103
exquisite porcelain dishes that include
teapots, pitchers, glasses, cups,
saucers, perfume bottles, bowls,
plates and decorative dishes,” Gilan
province’s tourism chief said on Friday.

A delightful custom and
tradition that has existed
among the people of Gilan since
ancient times is giving objects to

museums, Vali Jahani said.

Iranian  farmers  produced
26,171 tons of dry tea in the past
Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 20), Head of Iran’s
Tea Organization (ITO) Habib
Jahansaz told ISNA.

He put the country’s annual tea
consumption at about 100,000
tons, of which about 25,000-
30,000 tons is supplied through
domestic production and the rest
through imports.

Tea harvest season in Iran

starts in farmlands across the
northern provinces of Gilan and
Mazandaran in early May.

More than 55,000 families
grow tea over 28,000 hectares
of farmland in the two provinces,
accounting for 90 percent of the
country’s total tea production.

Iran also exports tea to Indig,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Canada, Australia, Spain, the Czech
Republic, and Georgia.

Chai or tea culture is really
strong and a sign of hospitality

in Iran. The tea and its associated
philosophy are well-soaked into
the life of Iranians from all walks
of life. It also constitutes a vital
sign of hospitality across the
ancient land; a cup of tea is the
first thing that an Iranian will
offer their guests!

For almost every Iranian,
an earthenware teapot with a
drawing of a red rose flanked by
a steaming samovar conjures
up memories of childhood when
mom, grandma, or dad were
making a perfect shade of brown,
golden tea as the sunlight coming
through from the horizon. They
usually poured strong thick tea
for the adults, and a hint of color
for the kids and grandkids!

Iranians start the day with
a freshly brewed cup of tea
sweetened with some sugar
served with their breakfast,
believing its taste is in great
harmony with bread and cheese.
[ranians’ story of drinking tea
is not limited to mornings with
breakfast only; they drink tea at
work, after their meals at home,
or at night before sleep.

The shade of color, temperature,
strength, and taste of the tea is
of very importance during formal
gatherings and when served to
specific guests. Before taking the
teacups to the guests, the host
traditionally checks the tone, color,
and strength of the tea with a single
glance behind the shining glass.

Noruz travelers visit houses of late Persu-.m poets in Tehran

TEHRAN —Over 5000 Noruz travelers paid
visits to the house museums of contemporary
Iranian literary figures in Tehran during the New
Year (Noruz) holidays, which ended on April 2,an
official with Tehran Municipality has said.

A total of 5,700 people toured the house of
the late poet Mehdi Akhavan-Saless as well as
the home of literary couple Jalal Al-e-Ahmad
and Simin Daneshvar, Vahid-Reza Anaraki
explained on Saturday.

The figure shows a 42 percent growth year
on year, the official added.

In 2021, Tehran Municipality announced
that a “cultural passage” was to be set up to
connect the house of the late poet Nima Yushij
to the one that once was the home of literary
couple Jalal Al-e-Ahmad and Simin Daneshvar.

Earlier that year, the fully renovated house
of Yushij, who is famed as the father of modern
Persian poetry, was officially unveiled by the

municipality’s Beautification Organization.

In 2019, Tehran Municipality purchased the
house, which is situated in northern Tehran
near the house of the famed Iranian couple Al-
e-Ahmad and Daneshvar, who were novelists
and short-story writers.

Al-e Ahmad translated works by French
writers Andreé Gide, Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert
Camus into Persian. In 2008, Iran established
the Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Awards in memory
of the writer, who passed away in 1969.

Mehdi Akhavan-Saless wrote over twenty
books, including “Arghanun” and “Winter.’He
was well acquainted with Persian classical
poetry. However, he focused on free-verse
poetry.

Akhavan-Saless taught Persian literature
at the University of Tehran and several other
academic centers and was sentenced to
severalyears in prison and exile for his political

activities during the reign of Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi. The poet was buried in Tus beside the
tomb of Ferdowsi, the poet who wrote the
Persian epic masterpiece, the Shahnameh.

Literary tourism is a type of cultural tourism
and occurs when authors or their literature
become so popular that people are drawn
to either those locations associated with the
author such as their birthplace, home, graveside,
or those featured within their writings.

Extra funds needed to resume study on artifacts
previously unearthed in Gorgan

TEHRAN - There is a need for
funding to study Seljuk-era (1037-
194) relics found in Gorgan, the
capital of northem Golestan, an
Iranian archaeologist has said.

About two years ago, a metal
treasure buried in a warehouse
in the historical core of the city,
also known as Astarabad, was
discovered accidentally during a
construction project.

Dating back to the Seljuk era,
there were 400 metal relics found

in the treasure, including censers,
candlesticks, vases, casting tools, and
oil canisters.

The lack of funding for the
documentation of these relics and
the incompleteness and silence of
the studies surrounding the works
constitutes a kind of indifference
toward these unique works, ILNA

quoted  Mohammad  Esmaeil
Esmaeili Jelodar as saying on
Saturday.

Until those credits are not
provided, the discovery of these
works is the only event to mention,
and from a scientific perspective,
they will lack a precise scientific
identity, he added.

Resuming excavations in the area
could provide more information
about the founding, he noted.

Astarabad is situated along a
small tributary of the Qareh River, 37
kilometers from the Caspian Sea. The
city, which was prosperous during
the Achaemenid era (c. 550 - 330
BC), for long suffered from inroads
of the Turkmen tribes who occupied
the plain north of the Qareh River and
were subjected to incessant Qajar-
Turkmen tribal conflicts in the 19th
century according to the Encyclopedia
Britannica.

It was renamed Gorgan in the
1930s after being devastated by a
massive earthquake. Inmodern times
the plain around Gorgan has become
a flourishing granary.

Golestan is reportedly embracing
some 2,500 historical and natural sites,
with UNESCO-registered Gonbad-e
Qabus - a one-millennium-old brick

tower — amongst its most famous.

Narratives say the tower has
influenced  various  subsequent
designers of tomb towers and
other cylindrical commemorative
structures both in the region and
beyond. The UNESCO comments that
the tower bears testimony to the
cultural exchange between Central
Asian nomads and the ancient
civilization of Iran.

Seljuk, also spelled Seljug, was
a ruling military family of the Oguz
(Ghuzz) Turkic tribes that invaded
southwestern Asia in the 1lth
century and eventually founded an
empire that included Mesopotamia,
Syria, Palestine, and most of Iran.
Their advance marked the beginning
of Turkish power in the Middle East.

Ardabil has untapped potential for water tourism

TEHRAN - A significant portion of the tourism
potential of the northwestern province of
Ardabil lies in water tourism, an official with the
Regional Water Company of Ardabil has said.

With the entry of private sector investors and
the utilization of the capabilities of the water
sector in the province, the business environment
will improve, and jobs will be created in this sector,
IRNA quoted Karim Qarai as saying on Saturday.

Tourists and travelers will be attracted to the
province’s water tourism with the development
of its infrastructure, the official added.

Back in January, the provincial tourism chief
announced that the tourism directorate of
Ardabil sought to develop water tourism.

The use of water tourism capacities is one
of Ardabil’s important tourism development
strategies, he explained.

Investors in this area of tourism will be
welcomed and supported, the official added.

Despite its arid climate, Iran’s tourism sector
has tried to boost hydro tourism or water
tourism in recent years.

This branch of tourism involves traveling to
places specifically to take part in water-based
activities. Some individuals who do not wish
to partake in water-related activities embark
on water tourism trips so that they can visit
tourist sites that sit close to bodies of water

such as lakes, rivers, dams, oceans, etc.

While water tourism often includes active
chases, some water tourists visit islands and
shore regions to join more relaxed pursuits
such as diving or swimming. Travel businesses
organize tours of coral reefs and arrange for
local tour guides to preside over excursions
on which travelers can swim with local marine
life such as dolphins or even sharks. Some
tour operators also cater to families who are
primarily focused on swimming and tanning
rather than interacting with aquatic life.

Water trips occasionally involve inland
destinations, such as lakes and rivers.
Holidaymakers can sail or swim on lakes while
many rivers are ideally suited to whitewater
rafting. Additionally, some leisure businesses
operate water parks that contain swimming
pools, water slides, and areas for kayaking or
canoeing.



TEHRAN - A total of 94,406 for-
eign students from 91 countries
are studying in Iranian universities,
according to statistics released
in the Iranian year 1400 (March
2021-March 2022).

One of the policies of the Ministry
of Science, Research and Technology
is to try to promote diversity in the
admission of international students,
ILNA quoted deputy science minister
Hashem Dadashpour as saying.

In other words, “admitting from
all countries and sending only to top
universities,” he added.

“We are determined and try to
admit students from all nationali-
ties, although, in line with the goals
and strategic policies of higher ed-
ucation, we have priority over the
countries of origin for admitting
students”

“Now we have students from 91
nationalities in the country’s uni-
versities, some of them are from
European and American countries,’
Dadashpour said.

Naturally, a higher percentage of
students is from neighboring coun-
tries such as Iraq and Afghanistan,
he noted.

“Our universities offer all the
courses required in the doctoral,
master’s, and bachelor’s degrees. Of
course, fields such as law, computer,
electronics engineering, medicine,
accounting, Persian language and
literature, civil engineering, busi-
ness management, physical edu-
cation, economics, Arabic language
and literature, English language,
psychology, mechanical engineering,
and chemical engineering are more
popular than other fields””

The Ministry of Science has facil-
itated residence for university stu-
dents from Iraq, Lebanon, Yemen,
and Syria, Dadashpour said in March.

The possibility of staying during
studies for students from these
countries has been provided in some
provinces and soon this issue will be

Students from 91 countries

studying in Iranian universities

extended to all parts of the country.

Students from these countries
can enter and leave the country four
times per year, he added.

Obtaining a residence permit ev-
ery year and the requirement to do
so is one of the problems of interna-
tional students, he highlighted.

In this regard, through negotia-
tions with several countries, includ-
ing Syria and Lebanon, the problem
of residence during the study has
been solved.

For students of other countries,
including Afghanistan, a three-year
residence permit is issued from the
second year of their studies, and
students from this country can also
enter and leave Iran without any
problems, he explained.

Naturally, a higher
percentage of
students is from
neighboring
countries such
as lrag and
Afghanistan.

These students are studying in
different fields of science, research
and technology, health and medical
education, and also in the fields of
humanities, Islamic sciences, Per-
sian language, and literature, law,
fundamentals of Islamic law, man-

agement fields, economics, psy-
chology, social sciences, as well as
engineering, agricultural sciences,
animal sciences, and basic sciences.

The number of foreign students
will double in Iranian universities in
the next three years.

Iran is among the 15 successful
countries in attracting international
students, according to Mohammad
Javad Salmanpour, the deputy head
of the Organization for Student Af-
fairs.

The education of foreign students
in Iran has grown significantly com-
pared to previous years, even last
year, it has doubled, he said.

Iran has the ability and capacity
to have more than 250,000 foreign
students by 2026, he stated.
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Watershed management on 30m ha of
land to be implemented

TEHRAN - Some 30 million hectares area
of land across the country will undergo wa-
tershed management by the next two years,
Mohammad-Hassan Nami, the head of the
National Disaster Management Organization,
has said.

So far, about 38 million hectares of the coun-
try’s lands have undergone watershed man-
agement, and the same will be implemented
on other 30 million hectares of land by the next
two years, IRNA quoted Nami as saying.

Of the 64 natural hazards or man-made ac-
cidents such as floods, earthquakes, fires, land
subsidence, landslides, droughts, frostbite,
and dust storms that occur in the world, 46
have taken place in Iran, he highlighted.

The highest consumption of water is in the
agriculture sector, followed by the industry
sector, he said, adding that special measures
should be taken in these sectors to reduce
consumption.

“For example, in the agriculture sector, we
should see a change in the cultivation pattern
towards hydroponic cultivation, because this
type of cultivation will increase the output by
at least 5 to 7 folds and has more nutritional
health”

A total of 210 projects of natural resources
and watershed management were inaugurat-
ed across the country in the Iranian calendar
year 1400 (March 2021-March 2022), Masoud
Mansour, the head of the Forests, Rangelands,
and Watershed Management Organization has
announced.

“Asum of 3.9 trillion rials (nearly $7.5 million)
has been spent on these projects,” ILNA quoted
Mansour as saying.

These projects included watershed manage-
ment, aquifer, flood control, desertification,
forest development, rangeland rehabilitation,
conservation, and support projects aimed at
conserving water and soil, protecting vegeta-
tion, preventing erosion, and reducing drought
and nutrition damage, he explained.

The national budget bill for the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (March 2022-March 2023)
allocated 16 trillion rials (about $32 million)
for watershed management, which was nearly
fourfold the budget for its preceding year.

With the implementation of watershed
management projects, 9 tons per hectare of
water erosion has been reduced annually, and
in mountainous areas, 570 cubic meters of wa-
ter have been extracted per hectare.

Moreover, some 1000 cubic meters of water
per hectare is stored in underground aquifers
and prevent the entry of 4 cubic meters of sed-
iment behind the dams.

The risk of a major earthquake in Lebanon

Cell bank for endangered species to be set up

From page 1 » To preserve
the existing biodiversity over the
wide geographic expanse of Iran,
four types of areas have been
designated for preservation and
protection, including, national
parks, wildlife refuges, protected
areas, and natural national mon-
uments. In 1997, the DOE held su-
pervision over 7563,983 hectares
of such areas.

Currently, the supervised areas
reached about 18.5 million hect-
ares, including, 30 national parks,
170 protected areas, 45 wildlife
refuges, and 37 national natural
monuments.

The country has a high diver-
sity of species due to geograph-
ical conditions, climatic diversi-
ty, huge water resources of the
Caspian Sea in the north and the
Persian Gulf, and the Sea of Oman
in the south.

According to the latest stud-
ies, about 1,300 species of ver-
tebrates, including mammals,
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and

Existing vaccines are effective against

b o
aquatic fish, about 30,000 spe-
cies of invertebrates, and 8,000
species of plants have been iden-
tified in the country.

Out of 1,300 species of animals
in the country, 130 of which are en-
dangered and threatened, Hassan
Akbari, deputy head of natural en-
vironment and biodiversity of the
Department of Environment, said
in December 2021.

Unfortunately, over the past two
decades, human activities have led

to the alarming degradation of
ecosystems, and the deletion of
genes, species, and biological ca-
pabilities; Human threats to biodi-
versity have accelerated the most
over the past 50 years over the
entire history of human life.

According to the United Nations,
three-quarters of the Earth’s en-
vironment and about 66 percent
of the marine environment have
been altered by human activities,
and the latest report by the In-
tergovernmental  Science-Policy
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Platform on Biodiversity and Eco-
system Services (IPBES) states
that more than one million species
of animals and plants are in dan-
ger of extinction.

April 4 has been
named the day of
preserving genetic
and biological
resources in Iran.

Currently, more than 41 per-
cent of amphibians, 26 percent of
mammals, 21 percent of reptiles,
and 13 percent of birds are threat-
ened. The latest statistics indicate
that 75 vertebrate species (18
species of mammals, 29 species of
birds, 4 species of amphibians, and
16 species of reptiles) are on the
International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature Red List.

By Mehdi Zare
Part1

After the earthquakes on 6 February 2023,
Mw7.8 and Mw7.5 which caused extensive dam-
ages in Southern Turkey and northwest Syria, and
more than 57000 victims, questions are raised on
the possibility of similar events in Lebanon.

This part of West Asia is located at the in-
tersection of three main tectonic plates (i.e.,
African, Arabian, and Eurasian plates). The seis-
micity in the eastern Mediterranean region is
mainly related to the northward movement of
the Arabian plate.

Total displacement since the Oligocene is es-
timated at about 107 km, with an annual rate
of about 5 mm over the last 7-10 million years.
Some of the most important earthquakes in the
Middle East have caused destruction in most of
the countries in the region. The seismic zone and
epicenters of the Gulf of Suez, the Gulf of Aqaba,
Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon coincide with the Dead
Sea fault zone.

Syria is located north of the Arabian Plate in
the main tectonic zone: “Dead Sea fault system”
is associated with the north-south strike-slip
fault system, “Palmyrides tectonic shear zone” is
associated with frequent folding, and the north-
east-southwest strike fault system and final-
ly the “tectonic zone of the Euphrates system”
which is characterized by the northwest-south-
east normal fault system. The most hazardous
area in terms of seismicity is concentrated in
the northwestern part of Syria (i.e, the cities of
Iskenderun, Latakia, and Tartus).

The western regions of Syria (Idlib, Aleppo,
Iskenderun, Latakia, Tartus, Daraa, as well as a

spread from the Gulf of Agaba, at the northem
end of the Red Sea, to the Arabian-Eurasian col-
lision, in the southeast of Turkey.

This fault system transfers a part of the diver-
gence between the Arabian and African plates
in the Red Sea, to a convergence movement be-
tween the Eurasians and Arabian plates.

The earthquake of October 11, 1138 - with an
estimated magnitude of 71 - is listed as the
third deadliest earthquake in history, as reports
indicate that more than 200,000 people died in
this earthquake.

On August 13, 1822, another important his-
torical earthquake destroyed Aleppo. Magni-
tude 70 was estimated for this earthquake,
which was felt in a wide area including Rhodes,
Cyprus, and Gaza. About 30,000 casualties have
been reported for this incident.

From the devastating earthquakes of the sec-
ond millennium BC to the 1927 Jericho earth-
quake, 21 have occurred over the past millennia,
one event every 45 years.

The most destructive of them are the earth-
quakes of 31 BC, 363, 749, and 1033 AD. The 1202
and 1759 Syrian earthquakes are probably the
strongest historical earthquakes in the region.

Some earthquakes were accompanied by tsu-
namis - notably in 92 BC, 115, 306, 502, 551, 881,
and 1202 AD.

The earthquake of 846, an earthquake has se-
vere damages the Qubbat al-Sakhra (The Dome of
the Rock), Temple Mount in the Old City of Jerusa-
lem. In the 1015 earthquake, the Dome of the Rock
collapsed due to the earthquake.

The 1033s series of earthquakes for 40
days, in the Jordan River Valley, destroyed Ra-
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part of Hama regions) and the cities of Homs and

mutated coronavirus: Iranian expert

The COVID-19 vaccines, which have been so far produced

in the world are also effective on the mutated virus, so
people who receive the vaccines will be protected against
the new virus strain, Massoud Mardani, a member of the

National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control, has said.

What raised concerns about the newly-produced
vaccine was the ineffectiveness against the mutated
virus, which fortunately studies show, the mutation of
the virus and the chromosomal alteration are not enough
to change its general nature, he explained.

According to Mardani, it is possible to detect the new
coronavirus in Iran. All British and European passengers
are tested at the airport for a quick and PCR test, while
so far no case has been confirmed in the country, IRNA

reported on Tuesday.
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Damascus, as well as some places in the center
of Syria (Palmyra), are the main seismic areas in
western Syria.

Jordan is separated from the African plate in
the northwest of the Arabian plate along the Aga-
ba Dead Sea -Jordan Valley rift. This zone moves
along the left-lateral slip along the Dead Sea
transform fault.

The Jordan Valley, a major part of the Dead Sea
Transform Fault, is the most seismically active re-
gion in the Middle East, with a four-thousand-year
history of documented destructive earthquakes.

Lebanon is located along the Dead Sea fault
system. The western part of Lebanon near the
coastal area between Saida and Tripoli, where
most of Lebanon’s population and investments
are concentrated, shows a “high seismic risk’.

The Dead Sea fault system consists of a se-
ries of 1000 km long strike-slip fault segments
that form continental boundaries. This fault sys-
tem between the Arabian and African plates has

mallah, Jericho, and Nablus and left 70,000
dead. In the earthquake of 1068, the earth
ruptured in Wadi Araba.

A strong recent earthquake has occurred with
a magnitude of 6.5 in 1989 in the Dead Sea fault
zone. A 90-kilometer section of the Jordan fault
in the south of the Sea of Galilee may cause an
earthquake with a magnitude of 7 to 7.4.

The July 9, 551 earthquakes along the Lebanese
coast near Beirut, with an estimated magnitude
of 72, shocked a very large area in the eastern
Mediterranean.

This earthquake was accompanied by a tsuna-
mi along the coast of Lebanon, a landslide near
the town of Al-Batron, and a large fire in Beirut.
Heavy destruction with loss of life occurred in
several Lebanese cities, especially Beirut, with a
maximum intensity of 10, resulting in movement
along the Roum fault as a left-lateral strike-slip
in southern Lebanon.

To Be Continued
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Loving humanity is second only to having faith in Allah as one of the
best deeds in Islam.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:06 Evening: 18:51

Dawn: 4:12 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:39 (tomorrow)

Persian language and literature in China

Part 2

Afewmanuscripts copied inthe 17th century
are also preserved in Chinese mosques; a
second inscription at the mosque on Niu
street is dated 1613. The Beijing National
Palace Museum contains four wooden tablets
inscribed in Persian (Torabi). They may have
been inscribed by Chinese Muslim craftsmen,
or they may have been presented as part of
“tribute payments,” that is, diplomatic gifts,
by Persians.

In Li Sheng-zhen’s Bai-xi zhu-zhi ci
(“Bamboo branches” poems for acrobatics),
written during the Kang-xi era, there is a poem
in which one actor in Persian costume and
several others costumed as tame elephants
perform Gongbao qu (Song of offering tribute)
to the rhythm of a bronze drum.

The Persian language was taught in several
Muslim schools that were established in the
1920s or later. Ha De-chen (1887-1943) and
Wang Jing-zhai (1879-1948) were among the
most noted Chinese translators from Persian
under the National Republic of China.

Wang translated Sadi’s Golestan as Zhen-

jing hua-yuan (Ethereal garden, published
by Beijing Muslim Press, 1947); another
translation of the same work, by Shui Jian-fu
(Qiang-wei yuan “the garden of red roses”),
was based on an English translation of
the original; it was published by People’s
Literary Press as one of the world’s literary
masterpieces. Because of these two
translations Sadi's work is well known in
China, and readings from it have often been
broadcast on Chinese television and radio.

In October 1982, the Islamic association
of Beijing reprinted the traditional guide
to Muslim customs Daawat al-adt wa
fawa’edeha (The requirements of customs and
the benefits from them), in which each section
is in both Chinese and Persian or Arabic.

In addition to incorporating a great many
Persian words in their daily religious rituals,
Beijing Muslims also hear sermons (chuan-
jin-ci) in Persian, and at evening prayer during
the month of Ramazan they recite poems of
praise in Persian.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
Concluded.

Persian language teaching in modern China

Part1

Persian has been taught in Muslim schools
in China since the 1920s. Although in 1954,
the government of the People’s Republic of
China removed Persian from the curriculum
of Tajik schools in Sinkiang (Xin-jiang) Uighur
Autonomous Republic, as part of an ethnic
policy favoring the majority Uighur population,
the language was introduced into the modern
Chinese educational system in 1957, when
the center for Persian language and cultural
studies was established in the department of
oriental languages and literatures at Beijing
university.

At first expatriate Persians living in China
or the Soviet Union were hired as teachers,
and promising students were sent for further
study to the university at Kabul or to Soviet
universities.

Since the establishment of diplomatic
relations between China and Persia in 1971,
however, direct exchanges of both students
and teachers have taken place.

Persian is also taught at the Luoyang
university of foreign languages, which is
affiliated with the Chinese army; thirteen
female and male students were studying it
there in 1990.

A progression of three courses in Persian
language was taught by two teachers educated
in the Soviet Union and a third educated at
Beijing University.

These two are the only Chinese institutions
granting degrees in Persian; the Beijing
center has, however, also sponsored classes
of varying duration in other cities throughout
the country.

In 1986 undergraduate courses in Persian
language were established in the history
department at Nanjing University, but in 1988
the program was limited to graduate students
specializing in the history of the Yuan dynasty
or of the “northwestern nationalities.”

The basic textbooks are those prepared
at Beijing University. Liu Ying-sheng, who
conducts the program, has recently published

materials for a Chinese-Persian glossary of the
Ming dynasty.

The curriculum at the Beijing center
includes introduction to the Persian language,
comprehension of spoken language, Persian
conversation, oral and written translation,
composition, grammar, selected readings
from literary works and from contemporary
newspapers and journals, history of Persian
literature, history and geography of Persia, and
courses on other aspects of Persian culture.

Knowledge of English is a basic requirement
and is also taught at the center. In 1986 the
center was authorized to extend the program
to the MA. level.

Admission to the Beijing center is by
competitive examination. By 1989 a total of
about ninety students had been graduated
from eight sections of the five-year
undergraduate program.

In that year eleven undergraduates and
four graduate students were enrolled; they
came from as far away as Sinkiang and
included Tajiks.

The staff comprised three professors and
three lecturers; Persian and Afghan scholars
are also occasionally invited to teach or
lecture at the center.

The library of Beijing University contains
about 3,000 Persian works, including some
rare manuscripts. Several masterpieces of
Persian literature have been translated into
Chinese at the center: Among them are Layli
o0 Majnun (Leili he Majinu; 1984) by Nezami, a
selection of poems by Hafez (Hafeizi shuging
shi xuan, “Selection of lyric poems by Hafez,’;
1987), a selection from Omar Khayyam'’s
Robaiyat (Lubai ji “Collection”; 1958), the
Golestan (Qiang-wei yuan “The garden of
red roses”; 1958) of Sadi translated from
English by Shui Jian-fu, Jame’ al-tawarikh
(Shi-ji “Collection of histories”; 1983) by
Rashid ad-Din, and Tarikh-e jahangosha (Shi-
jie zheng-fuzhe shi “The history of the world
conquerors”; 1981) by Jovayni.

Concluded.

Persian Film Festival Australia
unveils official lmeup

Frome Page 1 » In 1978, the
inhabitants of a small village in
Iran called Zalava claim there is
a demon among them. Masud, a
young gendarmerie sergeant who
investigates this claim, encounters
an exorcist attempting to rid the
village of the demon. When he
arrests the exorcist on charges of
fraud, the villagers’ fear and anger
escalate. Masud and his love interest,
a government doctor, soon find
themselves trapped in a cursed
house, surrounded by villagers who
believe they are both possessed by
the demon.

“Imagine” by Ali Behrad, an entry
to the La Semaine de la Critique
- 2022 Cannes Critics' Week, is
another highlight of the feature film
competition.

Starring  Leila Hatami and
Mehrdad Sedigian, the film follows
a daydreaming cab driver who falls
in love with a woman he can't have,
leading to a series of encounters,
filled with mystery and playful
moments.

The feature film competition also
will screen “The Rain Falls Where It
Will” by Majid Barzegar.

In this film, Sara works as an
experienced and respected nurse
in one of the busiest hospitals in
Tehran, where she quietly takes away
the lives of her patients who have

Navid Purfaraj and Hoda Zeinolabedin act in a scene from “Zalava” directed by Arsalan Amiri. .

lost all hope in recovery. All seems to
go well for her, until she is asked to
take care of a private patient in his
villa by the sea.

“Barter”byZiba Karamaliand Emad
Arad is among the films selected for
the short movie competition.

The drama is about Parsa, a
13-year-old boy who is trying to

hide a secret from his father. The
film depicts a dramatic situation in a
family, and how people change when
their interests are at stake.

“The Sprayer”, an acclaimed
animated movie by Farnush Abedi, is
another highlight of the section.

It is about an area occupied by
the sprayer’s army. No one has the

right to grow any kind of plant either
in public or private. So many of the
people and soldiers do not even
know how a plant grows or what
one looks like, until one day one of
the soldiers finds a seed buried deep
down in the dust, and his curiosity
is just the beginning of something
extraordinary, ~ something  big,
something revolutionary.

Adaptatlon of Macheth going to stage in Tehran

i
MACBETH

A poster for the upcoming performance of the
play “Hey Macbeth, Only the First Dog Knows Why
It Is Barking” at Tehran'’s City Theater Complex.

TEHRAN - An acclaimed adaptation of
William Shakespeare’s masterpiece Macbeth
will be restaged by the Titovak Theater Troupe

atthe main hall of Tehran’s City Theater Complex
next week.

Writer and director Ebrahim Poshtkuhi
staged “Hey Macbeth, Only the First Dog Knows
Why It Is Barking” at the 41st Fajr International
Theater Festival in Tehran in February.

The play brought him an honorable mention
in the best play category. In addition, musician
Behrang Abbasi won the award for best
composer for his collaboration in this play,
which is also known as “Macbeth Zar”.

In this play, Poshtkuhi blends Macbeth with
Zar, a rite commonplace in southern Iran, in the
musical comedy.

Zar is a legacy from slavery as it was
performed by African slaves who were
brought to southern Iran. They performed it

on weekends in order to gain energy to enable
them to bear the burden of bondage for the rest
of the week. Over time, ordinary people also
joined in their musical rite comprising ecstatic
dance with dammam (tom-tom) playing.

Today, Zar is mostly performed by workers in
a group named ahl-e hava, which is conducted
by a leader called a babazari.

In this play, Scottish general Macbeth
commits a crime to join an ahl-e hava to become
a babazari.

The Titovak Theater Troupe has previously
performed the play in several international
events, including the 2011 Festival d’Avignon in
France.

They also staged the play at GITIS - the
Russian Institute of Theater Arts in 2018.

Iranian Quran reciter Yunes Shahmoradi tops at Saudi Arabian competition

Frome Page 1 » Shahmoradi
was awarded 3 million Saudi
riyals ($810,000), the organizers
announced on Friday.

Abdulaziz Al-Fagih from Saudi
won second place and received
2 million Saudi riyals, while the
Moroccan reciter Zakaria Al-Zirk
took third place with one million
Saudi riyals.

The jury selected Abdullah
Al-Daghri from Morocco as the
winner of fourth place, giving him
700,000 Saudi riyals.

Inthe athan category, first prize
worth 2 million riyals was given
to Mohammed Al-Sharif from
Saudi Arabia, while Diaa Al-Din bin
Nazar Al-Din from Indonesia was

Iranian Quran reciter Yunes
Shahmoradi (C) with the
organizers after accepting the
grand prize at the Otr Elkalam
International Competition in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on April 7,
2023. (Otrelkalam.com)

picked as runner-up with a cash
prize of one million Saudi riyals.

Raheef Al-Hajj won third place
with a cash prize of 500,000 Saudi
riyals and Ibrahim Asad from
England took fourth place with a
cash prize of 300,000 Saudiriyals.

Since its inauguration in
2019, the competition has been
distinguished by its precise
criteria and jury that enhance
competitiveness through stages
and qualifiers through which
qualified talent reaches the final
stages.

The committee is made up of
a team specializing in Quranic
competitions,  including  the
muezzins of the Two Holy

Mosques, the world’s top reciters,
and renowned international
competition assessors.

There are 12 jury members in
the first phase of the competition,
towhichis adjoined the secretary-
general of the competition, who is
presentinits second phase, giving
this event the largest jury in the
history of Quranic competitions.

All  members of the jury
specialize in particular areas,
including specialists in the call to
prayer, recitations, and magamat.
They all work to evaluate the
contestants according to precise
and clear criteria that ensure
equal opportunities for all

contestants.

Damages to Satire Works

An interview with Mehrdad Sedghi

Mehrdad Sedghi is one of the greatest
satirical writers in our country. He owes his
fame to his book, Cardamom Candy, with all
the nostalgic elements he used in it. He was
born in Bojnurd City in 1977, and he’s currently
a Ph.D. student.

What made you decide on satirist, and
when did you start working in this field?

| started writing satirical as a hobby when
| was a student, but after a while, | felt that
| could work in this field more seriously. |
participated in several writing festivals that
had a comedy section and won awards. | have
a good sense of humor, but | have a serious
character, and | don’t joke until | get to know
others completely.

Did you think that it would be possible to
make money through writing satire?

Honestly, | still don’t think that it is possible
to make a lot of money by writing books.
Although it is much better now than before,
thereis still a long way to reach the ideal point.

Explain a little about your books. With
which book did you become well-known?

The Cardamom Candy won many awards and
was seen more than my other books. In this
book, the story of the life of a Bojnorudi family
in the old days is depicted and the bitterness
and sweetness of the 60s is narrated by the
little boy of this family who has a mischievous
and sweet behavior.

According to many experts, contradiction
is the first key to the success of a satirical
work. How much have you used this
technique in your books?

| use the technique of contradiction in
my works of course, but this is not the only
technique used by me and other satire
writers. In order to create a humorous
situation, | use methods such as repetition,
expectation, exaggeration, zooming in and
zooming out, etc.

What damage is being done to satirical
writing today?

Nowadays, there is much damage done to
satirical writing, which includes falling into
the trap of the audience’s taste, politicization,
lack of study and literary background, the
use of weak language, and excessive reliance
on social media and networks. Writing for

more likes, using casual situations and
inappropriate literature.

Whatdoyouthinkabout comedyfestivals?

Comedy festivals can be very stressful for
young comedians and writers who are just
starting, but at the same time, they should
be aware of their two disadvantages. One,
who wins should not be so proud and happy
and should consider it merely as a temporary
confirmation. Also, whoever does not win,
should not think that the world has come
to an end or that he cannot be a writer or
humorist.
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