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The declme
of U.S.
imperialism

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - Tehran Times conducts an
interview with Ramiro Sebastian Funez,
an anti-imperialist content creator in Los
Angeles, to gain further insight on the di-
minishing U.S. imperialism and hegemo-
ny in the globe.

“U.S. imperialism is declining because
the parasitic system of capitalism upon
which U.S. imperialism is built on, is run-
ning out of recourses and nations to con-
sume,” Funez says.

He also says “the de-dollarization” is
happening because nations see the ef-
fects of U.S. imperialism on their nation.

Here is the text of interview with
Ramiro Funez: » Page 5

Tehran criticizes the
West’s hypocritical
attitude toward
human rights

TEHRAN - Kazem Gharibabadi, secretary
general of Iran’s High Council for Human
Rights has blasted international institutions
for failing to take a stand against the degra-
dation of human rights conditions in Western
nations.

“The world suffers from fundamental
challenges and dilemmas regarding human
rights, mainly caused by the actions of coun-
tries that claim to be defending human rights
and see themselves in the position of making
demands of others and being immune from
any criticism and responsibility,” Gharibabadi
said in a letter on Saturday to Volker Turk, UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

“In these circumstances, it is crucial for
the international human rights institutions
to uphold independence, impartiality, pro-
fessionalism, and non-selectivity in order to
protect and advance human rights. Adopting
politically-motivated and selective » Page 2

Poor

performance
of wrestlers to
be probed: spokesman

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - The poor performance of
Iran’s freestyle wrestling team in the
2023 Asian Wrestling Championship
will be scrutinized soon, according to a
spokesman of the Iranian Wrestling Fed-
eration.

Iran freestyle wrestling team finished
in third place in the 36th edition of Asian
Wrestling Championships.

Combined with two golds from Thurs-
day, Kazakhstan easily secured the team
title with 179 points. » Page 3
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Union activists barged into the Paris headquar-
ters of luxury goods company LVYMH (LVMH.PA) on
Thursday, saying the French government should
shelve plans to make people work longer for their
pension and tax the rich more instead.

In a 12th day of nationwide protests since

mid-January, striking workers also disrupted gar-
bage collections in Paris and blocked river traffic
on part of the Rhine in eastern France.

“You're looking for money to finance pensions?

Take it from the pockets of billionaires,” said Sud
Rail union leader Fabien Villedieu, as the LVMH

headquarters filled with red smoke from flares.
The protesters then left peacefully.

Trade unions urged a show of force on the
streets a day before the Constitutional Council’'s
ruling on the legality of the bill that will raise the
state pension age by two years to 64.» Page 5

Iran’s gas export value rises 79% in 2022

TEHRAN - Iran’s gas export rose 79 percent
in terms of worth, and 10 percent in terms of
amount, in 2022, the managing director of Nation-
al Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) announced.

Majid Chegeni also announced that the country’s
gas swap experienced a 530 percent rise in terms of
value, and a 358 percent growth in terms of amount,

Lessons from
recent quakes in
Turkey and Syria:
the importance
of science and

technology

By Prof. Ali Akbar Salehi and
Prof. Mehdi Zare

The terrible scenes of earthquake
damage and the loss of tens of thou-
sands of people in the earthquakes of
6 February 2023 in southern Turkey
and northern Syria are a reminder that
earthquakes are still the deadliest type
of natural disaster in the world.

Unfortunately, most of these deaths
occur in developing countries. About
68% of the world’s earthquake casu-
alties since 2000 have occurred in Asia
and in developing countries.

It is impossible to completely elimi-
nate the risk of disasters, but countries
that plan and implement national and
international science policy and legisla-
tive frameworks have a greater capaci-
ty to reduce the risk of disasters.

About 80% of all earthquake life
losses since 1900 have been reported
due to only 25 earthquakes in 11 coun-
tries: China, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, Italy,
Chile, Armenia, Guatemala, India, Tajik-
istan, and Nepal. » Page 7

in 2022. Back in November 2022, an Qilprice.com re-
port stated that Iran has been ramping up its natural
gas production with the aim of increasing exports to
global markets as the demand in Europe for natural
gas is surging ahead of winter.

“Iran last week made it clear that it is ramping
up its gas production operations at the supergiant

Ticket from Tehran to

Beit-ul-Mogaddas

In the Friday rallies marking Quds tickets were
designed and printed showing free travel from
Tehran to Beit-al-Moqaddas. The tickets were
distributed between the marchers in Tehran.
The symbolic move was a promise that Beit-
ul-Moqaddas will be finally freed from Zionist
occupiers.

South Pars natural gas field, with a focus on its
controversial Phase 11" the report read.

South Pars gas field, which Iran shares with
Qatar in the Persian Gulf water, is divided into 24
standard phases of development in the first stage.
Most of the phases are fully operational at the mo-
ment.

Tehran, Riyadh
consider tourism
boost after
seven-year hiatus

TEHRAN - Tehran and Riyadh are
considering ways to widen tourism
cooperation, such as easing visa pro-
cedures and re-establishing routine di-
rect flights after more than seven years
of diplomatic estrangement.

Negotiations are underway between
Iran and Saudi Arabia for resuming di-
rect flights between the two Muslim
countries, Mehr quoted the chairman of
the Iranian Air Travel and Tourism Offic-
es as saying on Saturday.

Hormatollah Rafiei announced that
Saudi Arabia was considering ways to
establish direct flights to Iran and re-
sume and facilitate travel soon.

Referring to the Tehran-Riyadh
agreement to resume relations and
diplomatic ties, Rafiei said: “After the
signing of the joint statement, the two
sides held good meetings to discuss
establishing direct flights between the
two countries.”

“Some initial negotiations and agree-
ments have been made regarding the
establishment of direct flights between
some cities in Iran and Saudi Arabia,
the official stated.

It seems that the Suadi side is “very
serious” and determined on imple-
menting this issue, he said. » Page 6
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in Thursday'’s Iranian
newspapers.

Attack on the
government cabinet

In a commentary, Shargh discussed
the developments in President Raisi’s
government and claimed that changes
in cabinet do not have much effect. It
said: » Page 2

Normalization with
Israel a stab inthe
back of Palestine: Raisi

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
has denounced any kind of normalization of
ties with Israel, describing it as a stab in the
back of the resistance front and Palestine.

In a video message on Friday to a gather-
ing of leaders and commanders of Palestinian
groups and the people of Gaza on the occasion
of International Quds Day, Raisi described the
month of Ramadan as a season of disliking op-
pressors and stated, “According to the words of
the great martyr of this month, Imam Ali (AS),
the nation of Iran has always been -and will al-
ways be- in the fight against oppressors and
usurpers and the protector of the oppressed,
including the oppressed people of the usurped
land of Palestine” » Page 3

Iran FM holds
separate calls with
Azeri and Danish
counterparts

TEHRAN - The foreign ministers of Iran and
the Republic of Azerbaijan have concurred on
the continuation of talks and discussions in
the two nations’ capitals.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian of Iran and Jey-
hun Bayramov of Azerbaijan spoke by phone
on Friday to discuss the most recent devel-
opments in their nations’ bilateral ties.

They agreed to move forward with arrange-
ments for ministerial meetings in Tehran and
Baku and highlighted the need to carry out the
prior bilateral agreements. » Page 2

Islamic Revolution
Art Week honors top

artists of the year

TEHRAN - Top artists of the year in various
categories were announced on Friday evening on
the closing day of the Islamic Revolution Art Week.

This year, the organizers of the event, which
is organized by the Art Bureau of the Islamic
Ideology Dissemination Organization every year,
selected one figure as the Islamic Revolution
Artist of the Year for each of the categories of
art. The previous editions picked only one artist
from all categories.

The closing ceremony of the event was held
after iftar, the evening meal for breaking the
fast during Ramadan, as the stage director
Ayyub Agakhani was named artist of the year in
the dramatic arts section.

He received the title for his book “War
Trilogies” published by Sureh-Mehr.

Ali-Asghar Fahimifar was selected as the
artist of the year in the research section, while
Seyyed Abbas Mirhashemi won the title in the
photography category. » Page 8
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Shargh: Attack on the government cabinet

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

From page 1 » Finally, the changes in the not
so successful 13th cabinet started, and it seems
that the changes are expected to continue until
the cabinet is completely reshuffled and at least
the economic team of the governmentis changed.
Pro-government media outlets have said chang-
es will strengthen competence and opportunity
to solve problems, especially in curbing inflation
and promoting growth.

So far, three ministers have given their places
to new ministers, and the heads of the Central
Bank and the Planning and Budget Organization
have also left their positions. At noon, on the
22nd of Farvardin 1402 (April 11, 2023), Ali Bahadri
Jahrami, the government spokesman, announced
new changes in the cabinet. He said the chief of
the Planning and Budget Organization and the
Minister of Agriculture Jihad were replaced by
new persons. Also, the CEO of Innovation and
Prosperity Fund was introduced. Although these
changes have been welcomed, the Minister of
Agriculture was removed in a situation while
everyone was waiting for change of minister of
industries, commerce and mining.

Kayhan: Religiosity of the young Iranian
generation

In its editorial, Kayhan analyzed religion in re-
lation to the young generation and wrote: The
grand gatherings on Qadr Nights in cities and
villages across the country with massive partic-
ipation of citizens once again showed the ‘flow
of religion and religious beliefs in the veins of the
society’ This is despite the fact that some inside
and outside the country are trying to introduce
and promote an anti-religion image of the Iranian
society with special methods and tricks.

The most important thing is on the occasions
of the holy month of Ramadan and religious gath-
erings, including Qadr Nights, the presence of a
large number of teenagers and young people was
evident above all, and basically the main burden of
organizing these gatherings is on the shoulders
of the motivated and hardworking youth.

In addition to this, the presence of different
people, including men, women, girls and boys,
that some of whom had an appearance that at
first glance may not be believable for some, once
again proves that the nature of the youth and
people of this land is ‘pure’ and God-seeking with
every appearance.

Hamshahri: Quantity and quality of religiosity
of Iranians have increased

Hamshahri has written in its editorial about
theincrease of religiosity in Iran and its coor-
dinates. It said: Today, religiosity has taken a
direction. The essence of religiosity is ‘love and
hatred’ towards the truth, and today the direc-
tion of religiosity is to fight against the enemy of
truth. An example is hijab.

Those days have gone when hijab was the only

protection or was the only sign of modesty. To-
day it is much more. Hijab is a tool of struggle
and a symbol of confrontation with enemies. To-
day, hijab is a symbol of patriotism and defense
of the country. Isn't it interesting?

Most importantly, people today pay for reli-
giosity: the cost of resistance. People stand up
against foreign swindlers and fraudsters to keep
their religion. They have been under the storm
and bombardment of hybrid attacks foryears, and
of course they are enduring. It is natural that the
faith obtained in the heart of resistance cannot be
compared to the faith in the heart of wellness.

Sobh-e-No: Another document on effective-
ness of resistance

In its editorial, the Sobh-e-No newspaper ana-
lyzed Quds Day. It wrote: Today, the heroic Pales-
tinian fistand stone revolution has been upgraded
toamissileand drone intifada, and the aggressive
behavior of the Zionist regime has gone into de-
fensive posture and installing the Iron Dome. The
resistance of the Palestinian people and groups
proved once again that what can push back the
aggressors and oppressors and make it possible
to achieve justice is not compromise but resis-
tance. It is a path that today we are seeing its ef-
fects as the countries in the region are turmning to
the Islamic Republic, Arab countries are normaliz-
ing relations with Syria and Saudi Arabia is giving
up in the face of the Yemeni resistance.

Arman-e-Melli: Four principles of competitive
elections

In a note, the Arman-e-Melli newspaper listed
four principles for holding competitive elections,
which are as follows:

First, the openness of the country’s cultural,
political and social space. The signs and symp-
toms of this openness should be seen in less
threats by authorities, institutions and officials
against the people, organizations and political
parties. The media should be the practical man-
ifestation of this openness from now on and not
on the eve of the elections.

Second, accepting the principle of competition
in the political arena. The Assembly of Experts
and the Parliament must represent the major-
ity of the people. Groups with different political
tastes and tendencies should be able to contest
the elections so that competition take a root.

Third, Prohibition of political doping. Massive
turnout, healthy and competitive elections are
formed when some people or a special political
faction is not given favoritism to grab the power.
The main addressees to such suggestions are the
supervisory and executive institutions responsi-
ble for vetting the competence of candidates.

Fourth, contest of the election by prominent
and experienced figures in large numbers. The
Assembly of Experts and the city councils need
expert, insightful, experienced people.

Unity of Muslim Ummah only answer to
Israeli aggressions: Raisi

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
has lamented lack of a robust response from
the international community to the Zionist
regime’s acts of aggression, saying that the
only effective response to Israeli atrocities is
unity of the Muslim world.

During a phone call on Friday with his Kazakh
counterpart Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, Raisi
stated that “various issues of the Islamic world,
especially the aggression and insult by the Zi-
onist regime to the Al-Agsa Mosque, Gaza, and
Lebanon, demand that Islamic countries deal
with these aggressive actions through more
consultations and cooperation.”

Pointing to Iran’s proposal for an urgent OIC
meeting on Palestine, Raisi said, “While we are
witnessing the inaction of the international
community against the crimes and aggressions
of the Zionist regime, only the decisive message
of unity and solidarity of Muslims can prevent
the spread of these aggressions.”

The raids by Israeli troops and settlers into the
Al-Agsa Mosque compound on April 6 and 7 drew
strong rebuke from Muslim nations, United Na-
tions and free-minded people around the world.
They committed acts of violence against fasting
Palestinian worshipers, both men and women.
They also detained hundreds of Palestinian men.

The Bureau of the United Nation General
Assembly’s Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
condemned Israeli police’s raids on Palestinian
worshippers inside the mosque.

“Israel’s illegal policies and practices have con-
tinued to entrench its illegal occupation of the
Palestinian territory it has occupied since 1967
the bureau said in a statement.

It called for accountability of Israel’s violations
in the occupied Palestinian territory and urged
Israel to comply with its international legal obli-
gations under UN resolutions.

“The bureau calls for respect the freedom of all
worshippers to access the religious sites in accor-
dance with established parameters,” it said.

Tehran criticizes the West’s hypocritical
attitude toward human rights

From page 1 » approaches is
harmful to human rights, does a ter-
rible injustice to them, and under-
mines public confidence in human
rights procedures,” added Gharib-
abadi who is also deputy Judiciary
chief for foreign affairs.

He alerted the commissioner to
“certain circumstances during the
last six months in numerous nations
involving the right to freedom of as-
sembly and of association,” noting
that “France often observes enor-
mous public protests against the
government’s policies.”

The human rights chief went on
to say, “Up to two million people
have taken part in demonstrations
in some instances. The French gov-
ernment used extensive violence to

sion billl criminalizes assemblies
under the pretext of denying public
comfort and carries a sentence of
up to 10 years in prison.”

In response to recent riots in
Iran, the chief of Iran’s High Council
for Human Rights stated, “Trig-
gered by incitement and support
from specific states, media out-
lets, and terrorist groups, recent
gatherings in the Islamic Republic
of Iran diverged from their peace-
ful nature and morphed into riots,
causing violations of citizens’ fun-
damental rights, including but not
limited to the right to personal lib-
erty and security, the right to free-
dom of movement”

He concluded the letter by re-

disperse the protests rather than
paying attention to their concerns
and working to improve the sit-
uation. The French government's
response included using anti-riot

equipment, beating civilians, and
rounding up thousands of demon-
strators.”

Gharibabadi also highlighted
that “Britain amended the Public

Order Bill to give police more au-
thority to deal with demonstrators
following outlawing environmental
gatherings in 2019. The Public Or-
der Bill, also known as the ‘repres-

minding the commissioner of its du-
ties and responsibilities, asking why
it gives the cold shoulder to human
rights’ infringement perpetrated by
certain Western nations.

Iran FM holds separate calls with Azeri and Danish counterparts

Abdollahian

Rasmussen

Bayramov

From page 1 » The two top diplomats, accord-
ing to the website of the Iranian Foreign Ministry,
sought continuation of “constructive conversa-

tion” between the Iranian and Azeri governments.

The parties stressed mutual respect for good
neighborliness, each other’s sovereignty, and
territorial integrity throughout open and frank
discussions about the issues at hand as well as
any misunderstandings and potential solutions
to the current predicament.

Amir Abdollahian asserted that only the
adversaries benefit from the regional na-
tions’ differences, referring to the Zionist
regime’s plot against the regional countries’
unity, security, and growth.

Iran, Denmark mull over expanding bilateral ties

In yet another phone between Amir Abdol-
lahian and his Danish counterpart Lars Lokke
Rasmussen, they exchanged views on ways
on how to widen bilateral ties.

They also spoke about the current status of
bilateral ties and potential directions for growth.

The two parties also reviewed recent regjion-
al and global developments during their phone
conversation.

Rasmussen and Amir Abdollahian also
discussed consular matters.

Saudi delegation in Mashhad to inaugurate consulate

TEHRAN- The Saudi technical

team traveled on Friday farther
inside Iran to visit the Saudi con-
sulate general in the shrine city
of Mashhad.

At the Shahid Hashminejad
International Airport, Moham-
mad Beheshti Monfared, direc-
tor of the organization for inter-
national bodies at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in Khorasan
Razavi province, formally wel-

comed the Saudi delegation.

Beheshti Monfared expressed
hope that with the reopening of
diplomatic ties between the two
nations, the relations between the
two major Muslim nations in the
region will deepen and their citi-
zens would once again be permit-
ted to visit both countries.

Nasser bin Awad Al-Ghannoum,
the head of the Saudi delegation,

thanked the representatives of the
Iranian Foreign Ministry for their
warm welcome and assistance
in making the Saudi delegation’s
journey to Iran possible during.

He expressed hope that resto-
ration of ties between the two im-
portant Muslim nations in the re-
gion will bring blessings and foster
greater regional cooperation.

Last week, a delegation from

Saudi Arabia paid a visit to Tehran
to prepare the ground for reopen-
ing its diplomatic missions in Iran.
In response, a technical delegation
from the Islamic Republic of Iran
travelled to Saudi Arabia to begin
making preparations for the re-
opening of its embassy there.

The Iranian team also visited its
consulate general in Jeddah and its
diplomatic mission at the Organi-
zation of the Islamic Conference.

President says Iran can provide Kazakhstan with secure passage to open seas
TEHRAN - President Ebrahim Raisi said on

attempts to advance bilateral collaboration.

Friday that Iran is the greatest choice for Ka-
zakhstan’s quick access and secure passage
to open oceans.

Raisi made the remarks in phone talks with Ka-
zak President Kassym-Jomart.

The Iranian president also called Kazakhstanaa
close neighbor and friend of the Islamic Republic.

Additionally, Raisi said, Iran’s strong techno-
logical and engineering skills, particularly in the
mining industry, might be taken into account in
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Tokayev, for his part, stated that “l fully con-
cur with your Excellency that Muslim coun-
tries must address the issues of the Islamic
world by enhancing cooperation and expand-
ing mutual consultations”

Furthermore, he said that Iran and Kazakhstan
are close neighbors and trustworthy partners,
adding that “the two countries have great capac-
ities to improve the level of cooperation together
and we should use all of our efforts to accelerate
the implementation of previous agreements.’

Leader expresses condolences over demise of Emad Afrough

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islam-

ic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei on Saturday ex-
pressed condolences over the
demise of Emad Afrough.

Emad Afrough, a former par-
liamentarian who was vocal in his

criticism of his fellow principlists,
died at the age of 66.

His funeral ceremony was held
on Saturday at the University of
Tehran’'s Mosque.

Afrough passed away on Friday

in hospital in Tehran due to can-
cer-induced problems.

Afrough represented Tehran in the
seventh Parliament from May 2004
to May 2008. A PhD holder in sociol-
ogy, he served as chair of the Cultural
Committee of the Parliament.

Afrough declined to seek re-
election when his tenure ended, in
part due to his conflicts with the
principlists. Instead, he dedicated
himself to a teaching career, even
though he continued to oppose the
policies of his fellow conservatives.

Ruminations about the changes underway...

By Martin Love

Any American voice may not count for much
in most of Asia and especially in West Asia and
that is quite understandable. Anyone in Iran or
now in Iran’s neighboring Arab countries have
an unquestionable right to question Americans
and the government in Washington for countless
misdeeds over the last 30 years around divide
and conquer policies and actions that have cre-
ated rampant chaos and misery that never, ever
should have been meted out by Washington and
its allies wherever.

It was Vladimir Putin who really posed the
question before the General Assembly at the UN
clearly and unequivocally a few years ago in an
address in New York when he pointed to the U.S.
and asked one simple question: “Do you realize
what you have done?” (Or been doing for many
years.) One answer to this pregnant question by
Putin is that maybe the U.S. was aware of what
it had been doing but it did not give a damn.
And for not giving a damn there is, this year and
quite suddenly in parts of the world from which
no great response was expected so fast and so
soon. However, much responses have long been
warranted and building under cover, it is hap-

pening: blowback and revolt rarely before seen
so clearly, and unifications or reunifications few
could have imagined.

Central to all the change that is underway
has been the leaders of Iran and Saudi Arabia
shaking hands this Spring and saying, as Putin
would, “Nyet” to more division, and further, let's
cook up some peace for a change. And not only
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, but over Yemen
and even with Syria, too, which will be invited to
rejoin the Arab League soon after a decade of
dismissal. The UAE is also playing its part. One
can thank China’s leaders, too, for pushing for
peace between disputants this century espe-
cially in resource-rich West Asia. A multipolar
world is taking shape, and leaving Washington
in the foul dust of its hubris and arrogance and
divisive warmongering like never before.

And a change of attitude is also breaking out
among the erstwhile vassals of the Empire of
Chaos in Europe. France’s Macron returned from
a visit to China saying that Europe must reduce its
dependency on the US. which has deepened with
negative results given the U.S. proxy war on Rus-
sia in Ukraine. And even in the German Bundestag
demands have been made that Germany break its

relationship of extreme subservience to the US.
which is destroying Europe’s economy.

This seeming revolution is like the massive
amounts of snow that covered much of the west-
ern U.S. this past winter now in a thaw, like perhaps
on Iran’s highest peak, Demavand, racing downhill
and picking up mass and speed. It’s hard to find a
place on the world map outside of, say, Australia or
Japan or S. Korea or Canada or much of Europe that
is not now experiencing some exhilaration over the
mounting and well-deserved rejections of fealty to
all of Washington’s demands.

People want to create and enjoy a broader peace
they have not had in decades largely because of the
U.S. They want to breath more freely. They want to
focus on trade and mutual benefit and cooperation
between nations of different cultures and reli-
gions. This is the real “Arab Spring” of slightly more
than a decade ago and which fizzled out because
of Western and US. rejections and power moves.
What is now is or is becoming a potentially huge
springtime of more unity and peace for much of
the world. It's quite remarkable and it must not be
blocked, must be pushed even harder whatever be-
comes of the U.S. in decline.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



General Qaani: new
nightmare maker for Israel

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - On the first day of
January of this year, Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, made a
statement that is becoming more
apparent only more recently.

In a meeting with members
of the family of General Qassem
Soleimani, Ayatollah Khamenei
averred that the void left by the
assassination of the general has
been filled by his successor, Gen-
eral Ismail Qaani, the chief com-
mander of the IRGC Quds Force,
whose tenure as the new com-
mander of the Force faced doubts
from Western observers.

“Praise God, Mr. Qaani has done
well and made good progress. In
many instances, he has filled the
void [due to the absence of Gen-
eral Soleimani]. Praise God, every-
thing is going well and this is how
it should be. This is the direction
that needs to be followed. The is-
sue of Resistance in the region is
an important matter. The Resis-
tance Movement considers itself
to be the wings of Islam and the
Islamic government,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said at the time, accord-
ing to khamenei.ir.

Four and a half months later, it
transpired that the Leader’s as-
surance is firmly anchored in real-
ity, with various Resistance groups
coming together to form a united
front in the West Asia region. And
General Qaani is the one who can
take the credit for that.

Iran fosters unity among Resistance front

The developments of recent
weeks showed in no uncertain
terms that the Resistance Axis has
come to enjoy a unique coordina-
tion and unity thanks to efforts by
General Qaani.

This unity was on full display
during the recent flare-up over
Israel's aggression against the
al-Agsa Mosque, which triggered
missile firing from the Gaza Strip
and Southern Lebanon. Facing a
united front, Israel became per-
plexed and unable to respond
while only days earlier, it had
been conducting consequent
strikes in Syria.

The coordination among Resis-
tance groups appears to have re-
sulted from intensive meetings in
Lebanon between Hezbollah and
Palestinian groups. The leaders
of Hamas and other Palestinian

groups held meeting a meeting
with the secretary-general of
Hezbollah, Seyed Hassan Nasral-
lah, something that signaled to
Israel that any aggression against
any part of the Resistance front
could trigger a collective response.

And Israel’s aggression against
Syria is becoming an integral
part of that equation. In his Fri-
day speech, which was delivered
on the occasion of International
Quds Day, Nasrallah was keen to
warn Israel against violating this
emerging equation.

Addressing the Israelis, the
Hezbollah chief said, “Your calcu-
lations, your actions, and your stu-
pid steps in al-Quds or the West
Bank or Gaza or Lebanon or Syria
can lead the region to a big war”

He added, “[Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin] Netanyahu says

that ‘we will see’ we also tell him
in the Lebanese Resistance that
we will see. The enemy divides the
battlefields into several parts and
dedicates the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank to its actions and says
that the rules of engagement are
in place. | tell the enemy that this
game is dangerous, be careful be-
cause al-Quds is the red line”

This year’s Quds Day also includ-
ed displays of Resistance unity. On
Friday, as Iranians and Muslims of
other countries took part in rallies
in solidarity with Palestine, Pales-
tinian youth climbed up the walls
of the al-Agsa Mosque to unfurl a
banner reading “The [West] Bank
is the shield of al-Quds.” This mes-
sage appears to be in line with the
growing spread of resistance sen-
timents among the Palestinians of
the West Bank.

Israel a stab in the back of Palestine: Raisi

Normalization with

;
e
Frome Page 1 » The cleric president stated that
the Palestinian nation has been a hero of resis-
tance in the face of oppression and has shown an
exemplary stand, according to the official website
of the Iranian presidency.

He added, “The steadfast standing of the Pal-
estinian people for the cause of the freedom of
Palestine and Al-Quds for many years is worthy of
appreciation from humanity and a great reward
from the Lord of the Universe”

Praising the epic standing of the Palestinians,
Raisi said, “To all the great martyrs of the holy
cause, including Haj Qassem Soleimani and all
the dear men, women, and young people who
sacrificed their whole lives for defending Pales-
tine, we send greetings to all the brave, patient
and resistant Palestinian mothers, wives, sisters
and women.”

Referring to the naming of the last Friday of
the blessed month of Ramadan as Quds Day
by Imam Khomeini, the president stated, “Our
great Imam declared the issue of Palestine and

the freedom of Quds as the biggest and central
issue of the Islamic world, so that the attention
of the entire world is drawn to the holy Quds,
the oppression of the Palestinian people and
the oppression and arrogance of the Zionist re-
gime and its supporters in the world”

Calling Palestinians true heroes who have been
fighting Israel for over 70 years, the president
noted, “If until yesterday some people sat around
the political tables to make decisions for the Pal-
estinian people, today it is these jihadi groups who
have the initiative of action and creativity.”

Pointing out that the position of the Islam-
ic Republic in supporting Palestine has not
changed since the beginning, the president
said, “Today, lmam Khamenei considers the is-
sue of Palestine to be the most important issue
of the Islamic world and believes that the issue
of resistance is our issue today, and we should
strengthen the resistance front”

Stating that Tehran’ policy is based on support-
ing the resistance front, Raisi said, “Let everyone
know that we have no doubts in supporting the
resistance front. The Islamic Republic is deter-
mined to support the resistance front.”

He stated, “Today, a new order is being estab-
lished inthe world, and in this new order, the resis-
tance frontis being strengthened, and the front of
the enemies of the resistance is declining. Anyone
who sees the conditions and situation of America
today and compares it with the past will definitely
see the signs of the decline of Americans and their
power both in the region and globally”

Raisi also referred to the situation of the
Zionist regime, saying, “The indicators clearly
show that the conditions and situation of the
Zionist regime are worse than ever and that
this regime is declining”

Raisi stated, “Today it is the current of resis-
tance that is proud against the current of com-
promise. The current of compromise has always
sought to divert and slow down the resistance
during the fight of the Palestinian people. We have
not forgotten the agreements of Oslo, Sharm el-
Sheikh, Camp David and other agreements that
the enemy did not adhere to any of. The enemy did
not pay the slightest attention to these contracts
and it was proved that as the Holy Quran says,
they are covenant breakers and their covenant
should not be paid attention to.”

Pointing out that today the Tel Aviv regime
is seeking relations with Islamic countries in
order to purify itself and increase its securi-
ty, Raisi noted, “From this platform, | say that
normalizing relations with the Zionist regime
is a betrayal of the Palestinians and the re-
sistance front, and a knife in the back of the
resistance front and dear Palestine.”

He stated that the governments should un-
derstand that if they want to move with their
nations, they should understand the nations’
desire, which is to stay away Israel. “The final
word is that the normalization of relations
does not create security neither for the Zionist
regime, nor for the countries that establish re-
lations with the Zionist regime”

Any Tel Aviv action against Iran will accelerate Israel destruction: IRGC

TEHRAN - General Ramezan
Sharif, spokesman for the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC),
has warned Israel against any
military action against Iran, as-
serting that any such move will
lead to the destruction of Zionist
regime of Israel.

General Sharif was responding
to remarks by an Israeli military
official that Israel alone can at-
tack Iran.

“This statement of the Zion-
ists is not a new statement and
they have repeated that many
times. But maybe it has a mes-
sage and that message is that
the conditions of the Americans
in the region are such that they
cannot support the Zionists,” the
spokesman told Fars News.

He added, “In a sense, the
Americans are trying not to
throw themselves into the arms
of the Zionists because they

know that if the Zionists take
action against us, our reciprocal
measures will include bases sup-
porting the Zionists.”

General Sharif further said, “The
main reason for such a statement
by the Zionist regime can be seen
as the message of the Americans
to them that they are not able to
support this regime as in the past
and are not ready to enter into a
battle that will determine where
its fate will lead”

He warned, “The Zionists know
that if they start a military op-
eration or action against us, the
end of this action is not with
them and it will definitely accel-
erate their destruction.”

Responding to a question on
the publicization of differences
between the US. and Israel and
the statements of American of-
ficials in this regard, General
Sharif said, “Perhaps this type

of statement has such a conse-
quence, the Zionists want to an-
nounce to the Americans that we
no longer rely so much on your
military power and we want to
take action ourselves.”

But such a statement by the
Zionists, General Sharif said, is a
political bluff.

On Friday, IRGC chief Command-
er Hossein Salami said Israel is
nearing its end. Addressing dem-
onstrators in International Quds
Day rallies in the central city of
Isfahan, General Salami said the
ultimate victory for Palestine is
not distant, as every move made
by the Zionist regime would drive
it closer to collapse. The fall of the
Zionist regime is pretty imminent,
the commander stated, according
to Tasnim.

“The cause of liberation of al-
Quds has become a clear and
achievable reality,” the top mili-

tary official added.

General Salami enumerated
the crises the Israeli regime is
grappling with, saying while the
foreign policy crisis is making
the Zionist regime more isolated,
the internal chaos and instability
coupled with social protests and
the Tel Aviv regime’s impotence
have steered the regime towards
irreversible decay.

“Today, the enigma of (how to
ensure) security is becoming more
complicated for the (Zionist) re-
gime every day,” the general stat-
ed, adding that the Zionists come
under attacks from Lebanon, Syria
and the Gaza Strip, but are unable
to respond and do not know who
launches the strikes.

On Friday, rallies were held
in Iran and other parts of the
world to mark Quds Day, which
is marked on the last Friday of
Ramadan.

Poor performance
of wrestlers

to be probed:
spokesman

Frome Page 1 » Japan finished second at 129,
while Iran slipped to a surprising third with 124,
just four points ahead of Mongolia.

Mohammad Ebrahim Emami said on Saturday
that the federation, like all sports enthusiasts in
the country, is dissatisfied with the “unexpected”
performance of the team.

Iran bagged one gold, one silver and three
bronze medals in the competition held in Astana,
Kazakhstan, from 9 to 14 April.

“Immediately after the return of the national
freestyle wrestling team from Kazakhstan, the
unexpected results of the wrestlers will be
examined in a meeting attended by the officials
of the federation and the technical staff’
Emami said.

He added that the conclusions of the meeting
will be publicized afterward.

The spokesman also said the federation “will
always welcome expert opinions and constructive
criticisms  that are accompanied by logical
solutions and suggestions.”

Iran freestyle team
3rd at 2023 Asian
championships

TEHRAN - Iran freestyle wrestling team
finished in third place in the 36th edition of Asian
Wrestling Championships.

Combined with its two golds from Thursday,
Kazakhstan easily secured the team title with
179 points.

Japan finished second at 129, while Iran
slipped to a surprising third with 124, just
four points ahead of Mongolia.

Rahman Amouzad claimed a gold at 65kg
after beating Tomor-Ochiryn Tulga from
Mongolia 3-1in the final.

Alireza Karimi won a silver, losing to
Kazakhstan’s Azamat Dauletbekov 4-1 in the
final match of 86ks.

Iran also snatched three bronze medals in
the event.

Amirhossein Kavousi in 79kg, Mojtaba Goleij in
97kg and Yasin Rezaei in 61kg won three bronzes.

The competitions brought about 300
wrestlers from 24 countries together in
Astana, Kazakhstan from April 9 tol4.

The nations competing in Astana
will be eligible to compete at the World
Championships in September, the first
qualifying event for Paris 2024.

Feyzi joins
Kazakhstan’s
Tomiris Turan

TEHRAN - Kazakhstan's top-flight football club
Tomiris Turan completed the signing of Iranian
woman defender Marzieh Feyzi.

She has previously played in Iranian teams Zob
Ahan and Sepahan.

Feyzi, 22, had been a member of Iran U-19
football team.

Women’s Football Club Tomiris Turan were
founded in 2021. The team plays their home
games in the Turkestan Arena.

Iran to send 100
athletes to FISU
University Games

TEHRAN - Iran will send 100 sportspersons to
the 2023 FISU World University Games, President
of the National University Sports Federation of
Iran Hadi Bashirian said.

The upcoming multi-sport event, sanctioned
by the International University Sports Federation
(FISU), is scheduled to be held from July 28 to
August 8 in Chengdu, Sichuan, China.

“We will compete in 11 events in the Games
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and send 100 athletes to the competition,’
Bashirian said.

“| think this edition of the Games will be the
most spectacular edition because the Chinese
officials want to make history,” he added.

Polish trainer
Janas to extend
deal with Iran

TEHRAN - Iran volleyball federation changed
its mind and will extend deal with Polish volleyball
fitness trainer Wojciech Janas.

The federation had announced last week that
it would not extend the contract of Janas, but it
has now reached an agreement with the coach to
continue cooperation.

Iran’s national volleyball team will start the
2023 Volleyball Nations League (VNL) with a
match against Japan, slated for June 6 in Week 1.

Persepolis beat
Mes Kerman: IPL

TEHRAN - Persepolis football team kept
the heat on Sepahan and Esteghlal in Iran
Professional League (IPL) title race by beating
Mes 3-1in Kerman Friday night.

Saeid Sadeghi opened the scoring for the
visiting team in the 22nd minutes and Giorgi
Gvelesiani made it 2-0 from the penalty spot four
minutes later.

Persepolis defender Morteza Pouraliganii
scored an own goal in the 63rd minute.

Shortly after, Mes put Persepolis under
pressure and created several scoring chances but
their strikers lacked cutting edge.

Substitute Isa Alekasir was brought down in the
penalty area and Gvelesiani converted the penalty
in the 85th minute to make scoreboard 3-1.

In Masjed Soleyman, relegation-threatened
Naft edged past Zob Ahan 1-0 and Nassaji and
Aluminum shared the spoils in a goalless draw in
Ghaemshahr.

Hosseini main
candidate to lead
Iran U23 football

TEHRAN - Paykan coach Mojtaba Hosseini is
the main candidate to lead Iran U23 football team.

The 49-year-old coach has reportedly reached
an agreement with Iran football federation.

In December 2022, Habib Kashani, former
general manager of Persepolis club, was
appointed as director of the U-23 football team
but the head coach has not yet been introduced.

Mehdi Mahdavikia resigned from his post
as head coach of the U-23 team in October
2022. Under his leadership, Iran showed a poor
performance in the 2022 AFC U-23 Asian Cup and
failed to qualify for the next stage.

Mes Rafsanjan coach Mohammad Rabiei and
former Persepolis coach Hamid Derakhshan are
the other candidates to lead the team.

With less than five months remaining until
the 2024 AFC U23 Asian Cup qualification, Iran is
without a coach.

The competition will be held from Sept. 4 to 12
in Qatar.

The 2024 AFC U23 Asian Cup will act as the
AFC qualifiers for the 2024 Paris Olympics men’s
football tournament.

Zahedi scores
winner against
Debrecen

TEHRAN - Puskas Academy football team
defeated Debrecen 1-0 in the OTP Bank League
Matchweek 27 on Friday.

The match was held at the Nagyerdei Stadion
in Debrecen.

Iranian forward Shahab Zahedi scored the
solitary goal of the match in the injury time.

Puskas Academy remained in fifth place, 11
points adrift of leader Ferencevaros.
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378 tons of honey produced in Qom
province in ayear

[ R =

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial
official, 378 tons of honey was produced in
Qom province during the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20).

Babak Rahbarnia, the director of poultry
and bee affairs of the province’s Agriculture
Department, said that this amount of honey
was produced in 39,534 bee colonies in the
province.

He said that the beekeepers of the province
had other side products last year, including
10,415 kg of wax, 420 kg of propolis, 482 kg of
royal jelly, more than three tons of pollen, and
25 grams of bee venom.

Saying that about 640 people are directly
employed in the province’s beekeeping
industry, Rahbarnia added: “We are seeking
to create more added value in the province’s
beekeeping industry and improve the income
of the beekeepers by focusing on increasing
production of side products”.

According to the latest census of the
country’s apiaries by the Agriculture Ministry,
the production of honey is 136,000 tons in
the country, a board member of the Iran
Beekeepers Association announced.

Mohammad Fekri said that with producing
30,000 tons of honey per annum, West
Azarbaijan province supplies more than 22
percent of the country’s annual honey, East
Azarbaijan, Fars, Ardebil and Kermanshah
provinces come next, and about 43 percent of
the honey is produced in other provinces.

As stated by the chairman of the Animal
Science Research Institute of Iran (ASRI),

Iran ranks third in the world in the number of
apiaries.

Mokhtar Mohajer also said that Iran’s rank
in honey production is changing and moving
between fourth and sixth place in the world.

Based on the data released by the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), Iran is the third-largest producer of
honey in the world.

The chairman of the Animal Science
Research Institute has said that the amount
of honey production in the country should
be increased by three to four kilograms per
colony.

Mohajer said, “According to the Seventh
National Development Plan (2022-2026),
the amount of honey production should be
increased by at least three to four kilograms
per colony according to the diversity of plants
and the area of pastures that we have in the
country”.

He announced that 8,300 kilograms of royal
jelly, 406 tons of pollen, 2,536 tons of beeswax,
247 tons of propolis, and 3,917 grams of bee
venom are produced annually in the country.

Currently, there are about 11.8 million bee
colonies in 109,759 apiaries in the country, he
added.

Pointing out that Iran ranks third in the
world in the number of apiaries, he said 87,932
people are working in apiaries in the country,
and the output of these apiaries is honey and
its by-products.

Stating that all these products are not
consumed domestically, he said about 10
percent of these products are exported to
countries such as Turkey and Arab countries.

Complaining about the low amount of
honey production compared to the number of
apiariesand colonies, Mohajer said the average
production of honey in Iran is much lower
than the standard, in a way that about four
kilograms of honey is produced in traditional
colonies, and an average of 9.6 kilograms of
honey is produced in modern colonies.

He stated that the low literacy of the
producers is one of the main reasons for the
low production in the colonies, adding that the
production potential of each bee colony in the
country is more than 25 kilograms.

TEDPIX gains 74,000 points on

Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 74,023 points
to 2.253 million on Saturday (the first day of
[ranian calendar week).

As reported, over 23.628 billion securities
worth 245564 trillion rials (about $584.67
million) were traded at the TSE.

The secretary general of Iran’s Securities
Exchange Brokers Association (SEBA) said
that the government and Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) worked well
to make changes in the stock market during
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

Mohammad-Reza Dehgani Ahmad-Abad
added that these measures can bring good
returns in the first half of 1402, but measures
must be taken to remove the concerns from
the stock market in the long term.

In an interview conducted by IRNA, Dehgani
offered a solution to improve the situation
of the stock market in 1402 and said: “If the
shareholders can be assured that there will
be no interference in the market mechanism,
then we can hope for the improvement of the
market situation.”

He mentioned the possibility of changes
in the type of pricing of goods as well as
the removal of mandatory pricing from the
country’s economy and said: “In any way that
the rate determined through the market can
be officially recognized, there is no doubt that
hot money will be collected and attracted to
the capital market. This issue, while helping
the country’s economy, can prevent the
destructive growth of parallel markets, which
has no results other than damage to the
economy.”

According to Dehgani, these solutions are
within the authority of the government, which
can give guarantees to the shareholders with

their decisions.

The secretary general of Iran’s Securities
Exchange Brokers Association further
reiterated: “If the shareholders are given the
confidence that there will be no interference
in the market transactions, we can hope for
a change in the stock market transactions; In
this situation, the capital market will perform
better than other parallel markets not only in
1402 but also in the coming years.

In late October 2022, Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organization unveiled a
comprehensive support package to encourage
activities in the capital market as shareholders
were getting reluctant to invest in the market.

As announced by the SEO Office of Public
Relations at the time, one of the major
measures considered in this package is
the insurance of shareholders’ capital and
dividends over the next year 1402.

The comprehensive support package of
the capital market, which was designed in
late October and has been reviewed by the
country’'s economic authorities, was put in
effect since October 29.

Insuring the shares of real entities up to
one billion rials (about $3,450) per person,
issuing subordinated warrants on shares
of fixed income funds up to 400 trillion
rials (about $1.38 billion), injecting new
resources into the market by sovereign funds
to buy shares, depositing up to 50 trillion
rials (about $172 million) of the resources
approved in the national budget bill for the
Capital Market Development and Stabilization
Fund, as well as direct and continuous
coordination, supervision and monitoring of
the legal entities active in the capital market,
including companies and semi-governmental
financial institutions, pension funds and
military institutions are among the measures
considered in the mentioned support package.

Export from Iran to India rises 91%
in 2 months on year

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s
export to India rose 91% in the
first two months of 2023, as
compared to the same period of
time in 2022, according tothe data
released by the Indian Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

The Indian ministry put the
worth of Iran’s exports to India at
$134 million in January-February
2023, while the figure was $70
million in the same time span of
2023, IRIB reported.

India’s 2-month export to Iran
fell 34 percent year on year.

The two countries’ value of

trade dropped 13 percent to $358
million in the first two months of
this year from $412 million in the
first two months of the past year.

Based to the data previously
released by the Indian Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, the
value of Iran’s export to India
increased by 60 percent in 2022
as compared to the preceding
year.

The Indian ministry put the
worth of Iran’s exports to India
at $653 million in 2022, while the
figure was $409 million in 2021.

As  reported, petroleum

products have been the major
goods imported by India from Iran
in the said months.

According to the mentioned
data, the value of trade between
Iran and India reached $2.5 billion
in 2022, rising 48 percent from
$1.693 billion in 2021.

During January-December
2022, India’s export to Iran also
increased by 44 percent to stand
at $1.847 billion, while the figure
was $1.284 billion in 2021.

Rice was India’s major product
exported to Iran in the said period
during which the country shipped

$1.098 billion worth of rice to the
Islamic Republic.

In late May 2022, the Iranian
ambassador to India said that Iran
and India are trying to diversify
the channels of payments to
expand bilateral trade.

In an exclusive interview
with Financial Express Online,
Ali Chegeni said, “We are trying
to diversify the channels of
payments and accordingly wish
to extend and expand an already
existing mechanism in order to
cover all of the goods and services
including all of the non-oil goods
and to achieve this”.

During the past two years,
because of Covid restrictions,
we pursue the issue via virtual
dialogues and currently, our
officials are following the
matter through the exchange of
delegations, the envoy stated at
the time.

“We want to develop our
economic and trade relations
beyond energy and petrochemical
products. because, due to the
complementarity of Iran and
India’s economies, an extensive
range of non-oil trade exists
between the two sides including
trade on goods and services,
investment, tourism, education,
and .. which may pave the way
for multiplying our economic
relations ten times more than
current relations in mid and long
terms”, Chegeni said.

Lands given to 136,000 National Housing

Movement applicants

TEHRAN- Iranian Transport and Urban
Development Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
said that lands have been given to 136,000
applicants for the construction of National
Housing Movement units.

National Housing Movement to construct
four million housing units in four years is one
of the major plans of the current government
in the housing sector.

According to the plan, out of these four
million residential units, 3.2 million units will
be constructed in cities and 800,000 units
in villages, some of these units are currently
being constructed after providing lands and

preparing the necessary conditions.

After National Housing Action Plan (started
in 2018), National Housing Movement is
the government’s second major program to
provide affordable housing units for the low-
income classes.

The operation for the construction of
209,212 residential units of the National
Housing Movement began in February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned
operation and also to launch some
development projects in the housing sector
was attended by former Transport and Urban
Development Minister Rostam Qasemi.

a project for the construction of the first
group of affordable housing units for laborers
under the framework of the National Housing
Movement.

Gasoline consumption up 5% in Tehran during

TEHRAN - Average daily
gasoline consumption in Tehran
rose five percent during the

Refining
Company

announced that the average daily

New Year holidays

and Distribution
(NIORDC) has

special attention should be paid to
fuel consumption management.”

There are now 29 million cars

so that production in the value
chain is considered and we
should not destroy resources and

New Year holidays (Norouz)
(March 21-April 2), the managing
director of Tehran Oil Refining and
Distribution Company announced.

Referring to the daily
distribution of 18  million
liters of gasoline in Tehran
since the beginning of this
year, Fereydoun VYasemi said
this amount of consumption
is equivalent to 25 percent of
the total consumption of the
country, and requires proper
management of consumption.

This issue increases the need
for more control and supervision
in relation to product distribution
so that citizens do not face a
shortage in this regard, the
official reiterated.

The National Iranian Oil

gasoline consumption in Iran rose
five percent during the Norouz
holidays.

As previously announced by
the NIORDC managing director,
the average daily gasoline
consumption in lran rose 11
percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

Jalil Salari also said that the
country’s average daily gasoline

production has reached 115
million liters.
He added: “Unfortunately,

gasoline consumption is rising
exponentially in the country, as
we had a 20 percent increase in
gasoline consumption in 1400,
while last year we had an 11
percent rise, and without a doubt,

in the country, and the number
is rising, and on the other hand,
the amount of fuel consumption
in the country is far from world
standards, and cars are high-
consuming, which should be
taken into consideration, the
official added.

The NIORDC managing director
further explained that the annual
entry of one million cars into the
country’s transportation fleet
is equivalent to one billion liters
of gasoline consumption, and
this requires the construction of
a refinery with a daily refining
capacity of 150,000 to 200,000
barrels, which takes at least four
to five years

“We must think economically
and manage fuel consumption

national capital with incorrect
consumption”, the deputy oil
minister reiterated.

Over the past few years, the
Islamic Republic has managed to
not only become self-sufficient
in gasoline production but also
become a net exporter of the
strategic fuel, however, the
significant increase in domestic
gasoline consumption in recent
months has once again raised
concerns about the need for
imports.

Iran became a net gasoline
exporter in February 2019,
after the inauguration of the
third phase of the Persian Gulf
Star Refinery (PGS) project
which added 120,000 barrels
to the country’s daily gasoline
production.

Problem of supplying food to poultry
farmers remove

TEHRAN- An adviser to the Poultry
Farmers Union announced that the problem
of supplying food to poultry farmers was
recently solved.

Mohammad-Ali Kamali said that part of
the increase in the price of chicken meat is
due to high prices and part is related to the
production costs.

Previously, the producers and breeders
of the poultry industry had problems in
supplying food, because soybean meal was
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scarce in the last month of the past Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 20) due to the

70 problems of the traders, and now this problem

has been solved.

Last year, with the implementation of the
subsidy popularization plan, chicken farmers
used their previous equipment and facilities for
a while, but due to the imbalance between the
supply and demand of chicken meat, the price of
this product was lower than the approved price
in the market, he further stated.



From page 1 » Why is U.S.
imperialism declining?

US. imperialism is declining
because the satanic system of
neoliberalism, capitalism, usery,
debt and the global religion of
money is declining because it is a
parasitic system that constantly
needs a new host in order to
continue to grow.

Imperialism and capitalism as
economic systems constantly
need to expand. They are
parasitic that constantly need
new flesh, new hosts, bodies to
consume and thrive. Just like
any other parasite in the natural
world.

Once there are no longer any
healthy thriving host to bite
into, suck the energy, money and
resources out of it, then it begins
to die.

U.S. imperialism is declining
because the parasitic system
of capitalism upon which US.
imperialismis built on, is running
out of recourses, nations to
consume. It is losing power as
no people around the world
want to do business with the U.S.
anymore, the de-dollarization
is happening because they see
the effects of U.S. imperialism
on their nation. So, it is running
out of hosts, thus the system,
it is rotting from the inside
out. This is the reason why U.S.
imperialism and hegemony are
declining. It is economic but it is
also spiritual as well.

What has the U.S. committed
to lose it clout across regions in
the world?

Nations across the world have
recognized what happens when
the US. invades a country. We've
seen throughout history, that
whenever the USS. enters a region,
with its vague promises, vague
slogans of liberal democracy,
freedom and human rights,
whatever that means! Those
nations end up becoming worse.

After the US. enters a region
with the promise of freeing the
people, bringing them prosperity
and democracy, we see that
things actually get worse.

Look after the 2011 murder
of Muammer Ghaddafi and the
subsequent invasion of Libya.
Look at Iraq after 2003, look
at Afghanistan and so many
nations around the world. Latin
American and Caribbean nations,
African nations, Asian nations.

Same thing happened in the
former Soviet Union by the way
with Russia. When the US. had
its Western backed candidate
Yeltsin who ushered in neo-liberal
economics into Russia, things got
horrible for the Russian people. It
wasn't until Vladimir Putin took
power and was able to bring
order, stability and growth back to
Russia and things got better.

So the US. is losing clout
across regions across the world
because the people of the world
are waking up and seeing that it
is a horrible empire that actually
brings the opposite of what
it says it does. The US. says it

The decline of U.S.

imperialism

brings democracy it actually
brings dictatorship. The U.S. says
it brings economic freedom,
it actually brings economic
stagnation and slavery. The US.
says it brings human rights, it
actually brings human rights
violations.

Is new world order moving to
the East?

There is currently a shift in a
new world order moving to the
East, led by the nations of Russia,
China and the Islamic Republic
of Iran. This is very important
because this represents a new
world order in which we have
nations benefiting the masses
of people around the world at
the helm of leadership.

What were seeing s
resemblance of the 5th century.
You'llrecallthatinthe 5thcentury
AD, you had the fall of the Roman
empire. As the Roman empire
was collapsing, it was also in a
decadent period. You had people
who were gorging themselves
with food and vomiting in order
for them to have more food.
You had the spreading of illicit
material, really disgusting
sexual images and practices that
were being promulgated in the
Roman empire. Decadence, vice
and an aspect of ‘do as that will’
satanic ideology was prevalent
in ancient Rome at this time.

Horrible practices, so it was
not only an economic collapse
of the Roman empire, it was a
spiritual and moral collapse. The
Roman people were having less
kids. They were becoming more
decadent. They were becoming
more unpure in their practices.

At the same time, with the
rotting and decay of the Roman
empire, you had the rise of the
East and Islam. In the 600s,
you had the rise of the eastern
civilizations of China, the original
Silk Road. There is a saying that
‘history doesn’t repeat itself, but
history rhythms’.

And in a way, what we're
seeing now is rhythms of the
400’s and 500’s. We are seeing
a cycle being a new cycle, just

like in that time period, but on a
newer and higher level.

In this case, the Roman empire
is the U.S. empire and European
powers, and now the rise of
Islamic civilization again led by
all the heroic Muslims resisting
empire in Iran, Palestine,
Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, Iraq.

Then you have China and Russia
and this is important because all
three nations (Iran, Russia, China)
are under Eurasian land mass.
This is a major threat to Western
Atlanticism, which is concerned
and worried about any unity
between Russia, China and Iran.

There is also a shift in a new
world order moving to the East,
because Russia, China and Iran
have amazing, tremendous
relationships  with  Africa,
Latin America and South Asia
which are historically the more
underdeveloped regions of the
world. Russia, China and Iran
haveneverinvaded AfricaorLatin
America. Their cooperation is
based on a win-win cooperation,
it is based on friendship, trade
as equals and not forcing values,
religion or money onto the
people. It is brotherly growth
and development. This is why the
shift is happening to the East.

Have countries in West Asia
realized that their security
cannot be guaranteed by
Washington?

Most definitely. Not only
because the U.S. and the West
fall back on their promises, or
they fail to do so, but because
they do the exact opposite.

Whenever West Asian
countries trust the US., it
actually betrays them and brings
violence and chaos. Instead,
theyre choosing to normalize
ties with Iran, Syria and Yemen.
Iranis atthe forefront of bringing
peace and stability in the region.
In Syria, the government has
resisted so many coup attempts,
color revolutions, attacks and
wars. It is still standing strong
and defending its people who
are people of all religions. The
Yemeni people are now stronger

than ever. Even in occupied
Palestine, heroic people resisting
Zionist occupation for decades,
since 1948 have gotten much
closer to the resistance axis
because they have realized the
liberation of Palestine will not
happen through the USS.

How much has the U.S.-led
NATO military support for
Ukraine backfired?

It has tremendously backfired.
Just here in the United States,
people are not wanting to fund
a government tens of thousands
of miles away in Ukraine, when
there are so many problems at
home. How can you have trillions
of dollars going to the other side
of the planet, when there is mass
homelessness, unemployment,
poverty, infrastructure that is
decaying.

There are so many reports
out explaining that so much
of the infrastructure, bridges
tunnels, railroads are collapsing
in the United States because they
haven't been updated in almost
100 years. Yet you have trillions of
dollars going to fight “Russia’, so
it's a horrible contradiction. All the
U.S. brings and promotes is chaos
and nonsense wherever they go.

The people want order, the
people want traditional values,
civilization and peace.

This is why more and more
people are beginning to support
Russia. What we are seeing now
within Europe and the U.S. is rising
inflation, strikes, protests. There
is growing disdain for funding
Ukraine because there are so
many problems that already exist
within these empires.

How has Washington
weaponized the U.S. dollar?

The official religion of the
United States empire is not
Christianity, it is capitalism and
imperialism. And its God is the
dollar. It has the world under
a spell. The people who create
the US. dollar and who run the
financial institutions are able to
convince the masses that these
pieces of paper, these magic
money squares, have some sort
of value. Intrinsic value. And they
do not. They have no value.

It has manipulated the system
with these little pieces of papers
that they can print at will,
however they like, to convince
the masses to buy up all the
recourses and build a huge
military to control its system.

The U.S. dollar has been used
and weaponized to control
all international  monetary
institutions because countries
around the world have been
subjected to the dollar.

As long as countries are forced
to adopt the dollar, then they
become slaves to U.S. imperialism.

But now thankfully with de-
dollarization, you have people
who are beginning to see this for
what it is, which is a magic trick
of spell and they are no longer
falling for this and this actually
very good news.

Return of protests to French streets

From page 1 » cross France, 380,000
demonstrators took part in Thursday’s
protest, according to figures from the
government. That number included 42,000
at the Paris demonstration.

Those figures were down from April 6,
when 570,000 demonstrated across France,
with 57,000 at last week’s Paris protest.

There were some clashes during
Thursday’s rallies, including skirmishes in
central Paris, with black-clad protesters
throwing projectiles at police who responded
with teargas, but this was nowhere near the
level of violence seen at some protests last
month.

Ten members of the police force were injured
on Thursday, said the police department.

If the Council gives its approval, possibly
with some caveats, the government will be
entitled to promulgate the law, and will hope
this will eventually put an end to protests,
which have coalesced widespread anger
against President Emmanuel Macron.

But protesters said they would keep up the
fight if the Council gave a green light.

“We don’t want to work until 64,” 50-year-
old teacher Kathy Brochard said at the Paris
rally.

Protesters want the bill withdrawn - or
put to a referendum.

“We still hope that, at some point, someone
in high places will decide to abandon this law,
sit around a table and look at pension funding
differently;” 52-year-old postal service worker
Francis Bourget said at the Paris rally.

The industrial action has lost some steam
and the protests have rallied smaller crowds in
recent weeks compared with turmnouts of more
than a million seen earlier in the movement.

But unions remained defiant.

“This is certainly not the last day of the
strike,” Sophie Binet, the new leader of the
hard-left CGT union, said at the blockade of
an incinerator outside Paris.

Macron and his government argue the
new law is needed to ensure that France’s
generous pension system does not go bust.

Unions say this can be done by other
means.

Macron has said he will organise a meeting
with unions after the Council's decision to
work on other proposals - an initiative union
leaders say will be short-lived if he is not ready
to discuss withdrawing the pension legislation.

“After three months of mobilisation, |
would lie if | told you that there is no fatigue.
We are tired, but a mobilisation is like a
marathon,” Sud Rail's Villedieu said. “We
won't give up.”

Political observers say the widespread
discontent over the government’s reform
could have longer-term repercussions,
including a possible boost for the far right.

“I'm not that optimistic about the
Constitutional Council's decision,” far-right
leader Marine Le Pen, who opposes the
pension legislation, told BFM TV. “But what
do you want me to do? Burn cars? We'll just
tell the French: Vote for the National Rally”

On the Rhine river, cargo traffic was
disrupted after workers cut power at a
waterway lock near the border with Germany
and Switzerland, a union official told Reuters.
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Khartoum under
fire

and blasts

Heavy gunfire
reported in Sudan’s capital Khartoum
following days of tension between
the armed forces and a powerful
paramilitary group.

were

Shooting and blasts took place in the vicinity
of Sudan’s army headquarters, the defense
ministry, and the airport in Khartoum.

Loud explosions and gunfire were
reported near a base held by the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
in south Khartoum.

Tensions stem from a disagreement
over how RSF should be integrated into the
military.

General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo has
called army chief General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan a criminal and accused the army of
carrying out a coup, in a phone interview
with Al Jazeera.

Also known as Hemedti, the RSF
leader said his troops were forced into a
confrontation.

Macron signs
strongly contested
pension billinto
French law

French President Emmanuel Macron has
signed into law a bill to raise the state
pension age that sparked mass protest,
the government’s official journal showed
on Saturday.

The proclamation of the law came
after France’s Constitutional Council
on Friday approved the main pension-
age increase and follows months of
demonstrations against the plan,
which the government forced through
parliament without a final vote.
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Japan PM escapes
explosion
unharmed after
suspected attack

The Japanese prime minister, Fumio
Kishida, has escaped unhurt after he was
apparently targeted by an explosive device
on Saturday morning. It comes less than
a year after the country’s former prime
minister, Shinzo Abe, was shot dead while
making a campaign speech.

Kishida was safely evacuated after
the incident, while a suspect — named by
Japanese media as Ryuji Kimura, 24, a
resident of Hyogo prefecture — was arrested
at the scene, reports said.

Kishida was visiting Saikazaki port
in  Wakayama  prefecture, western
Japan, to support his ruling Liberal
Democratic party’s candidate in a
local election when a device exploded.

Jack Teixeira,
suspectin
Pentagon leaks,
charged under
Espionage Act

Jack Teixeira, the air national
guardsman arrested on suspicion of
leaking hundreds of secret defence
documents, has been charged in a Boston
court on two counts under the Espionage
Act as Washington reeled from the fallout
of the worst leaks of US intelligence in at
least a decade.

The clean-cut 21-year-old was brought
into court in a beige jumpsuit, and his
handcuffs were removed by a bailiff. He sat
quietly, turning only once to three family
members to smile weakly.

During the brief hearing, the US
prosecutor Nadine Pellegrini said the
government would seek 10 years on
each of the charges Teixeira faces. He
was not required to enter a plea, which
is likely to come at his next appearance,
on Wednesday, when the presiding
US judge, David Hennessy, will hear
arguments over his detention ahead of
a trial.

One martyred in Quds Day in Nigeria

Shaheed Yagoub Umar was martyred
during international Quds day in Abuja,
Nigeria, human rights activist Al Ageel
Jawad said.

Thousands of protesters in some cities
of Nigeria including Abuja and Bauchi
took to the street to show their total
solidarity with the oppressed people of
Palestine and condemn the terrorism
and the occupation of Palestine by the
Zionists regime of Israel.

The protesters carried along the
Palestinian flag, photos of Al Agsa
Mosque, and resistance leaders including
Imam Khomeini, Sayyed Ali Khamenei,
and Qassem Soleimani.

Earlier on Thursday, the leader of the
Islamic Movement in Nigeria, Sheikh
Ibrahim Zakzaky called on the people of
the West African country to appear in the
streets in mass to express their support
for Palestine.

A group called Jaish Al-Qassem
Soleimani (Soldiers of Qassem Soleimani)
also participated in the demonstration in
Bauchi.

Lt. General Soleimani was the
commander of IRGC Quds Force, who
was assassinated in Iraq on the orders of
former US President Donald Trump.
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Tehran, Riyadh consider tourism boost
after seven-year hiatus

From Page 1» Establishing a direct flight
from Dammam to Mashhad and Tehran was one
of the topics of these negotiations, he said, adding
that it is likely that those direct flights will be
established soon.

Last week, a Saudi Arabian delegation visited
Tehran to discuss procedures for reopening the
Saudi diplomatic missions in Iran in line with a
March 10 agreement between Tehran and Riyadh.

On March 10, the two Persian Gulf states
signed a Chinese-brokered deal to restore their

diplomatic ties. The foreign ministers of the two
countries have recently met in Beijing in line with
this agreement.

Karaj Dam, a unique potential for tourism

TEHRAN - There is a unique potential to develop
the Karaj Dam as a tourist attraction in the north-
central Iranian province of Alborz, a tourism
expert has said.

A major source of water supply for Alborz and
Tehran provinces, Karaj Dam, is one of the largest
dams in Iran.

Visitors to the Karaj Dam can also learn about
energy and water supply while seeing its unique
natural views, Ata Hariri said on Saturday.

Several beautiful waterfalls can be found
nearby this dam, making it an excellent tourist
destination, he added.

Visiting local waterfalls has always been a
popular tourist attraction for both domestic and
foreign travelers, he noted.

Moreover, tourism infrastructures such as
accommodation and catering centers provide
tourists seeking a break from the city with the
possibility of staying for a few days and enjoying
nature in this unique setting, he mentioned.

Back in May 2019, the Ministry of Energy inked a
memorandum of understanding with the Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts Ministry to lay

the ground for launching dam tourism.

Though much of Iran is composed of arid
and semi-arid lands, the country has many
rivers, waterfalls, ponds, and wetlands offering
scenic vistas to nature lovers and eco-travelers,
backpackers, birdwatchers and fishers.

Water tourism involves traveling to locations
specifically to take part in water-based activities.
Some people who do not wish to partake in water-
related activities embark on water tourism trips
so that they can visit tourist sites that sit close to
bodies of water such as lakes, seas, or even dams.
Water tourists are often independent travelers,
although some travel firms do organize group
trips.

Alborz province is surrounded by Mazandaran,
Tehran, Markazi, and Qazvin provinces. Its name is
driven by the Alborz Mountains. A significant part
of the mountains is located in the northern part of
the province.

Historical resources and documents, as well as
archeological studies, indicate that Alborz has a
rich culture dating back to prehistoric times.

Historical textile factory to be revived
in northern Iran

Sassanid petroglyph deciphered
after 45 years

TEHRAN - It took 45 vyears
for a Sassanid-era (224-651)
petroglyph to be deciphered, ILNA
reported on Saturday.

Forty-five years afterits discovery
in Nagsh-e Rostam, a royal rock-
hewn necropolis in southern Fars
province, the Sassanid petroglyph
has been translated, Iranian
archaeologist Abolhassan Atabaki
said.

Raising goats in pastures is
the subject of the petroglyph, he
mentioned.

The petroglyph also mentions
a nearby hydro structure that
the residents of the region used
for drinking and cattle water, he
noted.

This rock drawing is one of
the most important and largest
petroglyphs discovered by the
archaeologists ~ during  their
previous survey of the area, he
explained.

The petroglyph has  been
homogenized by rainwater because
it was exposed to the open air,
causing a large number of limestone
sediments to slowly form a layer of
the upper surface, resulting in the
destruction of stone inscriptions,
and the loss of parts of the letters,
he added.

One of the wonders of the
ancient world, Nagsh-e Rostam,
is home to spectacular massive
rock-hewn tombs and bas-relief
carvings. Moreover, it embraces
four tombs where Persian
Achaemenid kings are laid to rest,
believed to be those of Darius II,
Artaxerxes |, Darius I, and Xerxes |
(from left to right facing the cliff),
although some historians are still
debating this.

The Achaemenid necropolis is
situated near Persepolis, itself a
bustling UNESCO World Heritage
site near the southern city of
Shiraz. Nagsh-e Rostam, meaning

“Picture of Rostam” is named
after a mythical Iranian hero who
is most celebrated in Shahnameh
and Persian mythology. Back
in time, natives of the region
had erroneously supposed that
the carvings below the tombs
represent  depictions of the
mythical hero.

There are stunning bas-relief
carvings above the tomb chambers
that are similar to those at
Persepolis, with the kings standing
on thrones supported by figures
representing the subject nations
below. There are also two similar
graves situated on the premises
of Persepolis probably belonging
to Artaxerxes Il and Artaxerxes Ill.

Beneath the funerary chambers
are dotted with seven Sassanian
eras (224-651) bas-reliefs cut
into the cliff depict vivid scenes
of imperial conquests and
royal ceremonies; signboards
below each relief give a detailed
description in English.

At the foot of Nagsh-e Rostam,
in the direction of the cliff face,
stands a square building known
as Ka'beh-ye Zardusht, meaning

- Kaab of Zoroaster. The building,

TEHRAN - Tourism directorate of the
northern province of Mazandaran plans
to revive a historical textile factory in
the city of Qaemshahr, the provincial
tourism chief has said.

The factory, which dates back almost
100 years ago, has been inscribed on the
national heritage list in a bid to receive
better protection and preservation,

Sadeq Barzegar explained on Saturday.

In recent years, however, this factory
has fallen from prosperity, causing
great damage to the city’s economy and
livelihood, he added.

Reviving and utilizing its historical
tourism potential, as well as placing it
in the production cycle, will undoubtedly
solve a lot of the region’s economic
problems, he noted.

Sandwiched between the towering
Alborz mountain range and the Caspian
Sea, Mazandaran has arich yet turbulent
history. An early civilization flourished at
the beginning of the first millennium BC
in Mazandaran (Tabarestan).

Its insecure eastern and southeastern

borders were crossed by Mongol
invaders in the 13th and 14th centuries.
Cossacks attacked the region in 1668
but were repulsed. It was ceded to the
Russian Empire by a treaty in 1723, but
the Russians were never secure in their
occupation. The area was restored to
Iran under the Qajar dynasty.

The northern section of the region
consists of lowland alongside the
Caspian and upland along the northern
slopes of the Alborz Mountains. Marshy
backlands dominate the coastal plain,
and extensive gravel fans fringe the
mountains. The climate is permanently
subtropical and humid, with very hot
summers.

Mashhad’s foreign arrivals surge 99% year on year

TEHRAN - The number of foreign
visitors arriving in Mashhad jumped
99 percent in the past Iranian calendar
year (1401, which ended on March 20)
compared to a year earlier, a local official
said on Saturday.

Also, in 1401, more than 10,292 foreign
flights landed and took off at Mashhad
Airport, which is an 82% increase
compared to 1400, Hassan Jafari, the
head of the public-relations department
at Hasheminejad international airport of
Mashhad, said on Saturday.

The official, however, did not mention
specific numbers for the inbound
and outbound passengers during the
consecutive years.

Some 1,372,000 foreign tourists
passed through Mashhad Airport during
the past Iranian year, Jafari said.

Mashhad, which is home to the shrine
of Imam Reza (AS), the eighth Shiite
imam, hosted millions of pilgrims during
the last ten days of [the lunar month
of] Safar (Sep. 17 to 27). The travelers
came together to commemorate
Arbaeen, which marks an end to the
40-day mourning period following the
martyrdom of the Imam and his loyal
companions at the Battle of Karbala on
Muharram 10 in the year 61 AH (680 CE).

In August 2020, the spiritual tradition
of pilgrimage to the holy shrine of Imam
Reza (AS) was registered on the National

Intangible Cultural Heritage list by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts.

Mashhad, the capital of Khorasan
Razavi province, embraces dozens of
five-star hotels, hostels, and guest
houses. The city has also the highest
concentration of water parks in the
country, and it also holds a variety of
cultural and historical sites that are
generally crowded. The northeastern
metropolis is also a good place to buy
top handwoven rugs and carpets,
and it's a staging post for travel to
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and little-
touristic Khorasan regions.

Lorestan historical sites suffer no harm
from torrential rain

TEHRAN -Recent heavy rain has
inflicted no damage to historical sites
and monuments across the western
province of Lorestan, the provincial
tourism chief has said.

Despite two days of continuous rains,
cultural heritage experts observed no
damage to the province’s historical sites
during their field visits, Ata Hassanpur
explained on Saturday.

However, due to the fact that Lorestan
is known as the land of historical bridges,
with more than 100 historic bridges,
the proximity to rivers and rising water
following heavy rains have placed these
structures at risk of flooding, he added.

Tender Holder:

which is roughly 12 meters high
and seven meters square, probably
was constructed in the first half
of the 6th century BC, although it
bears a variety of inscriptions from
later periods. Though the Ka’beh-
ye Zardusht is of great linguistic
interest, its original purpose is not
clear. It may have been a tomb for
Achaemenian royalty or some sort
of altar, perhaps to the goddess
Anahiti, also called Anahita
believed to be associated with
royalty, war, and fertility.

In many ways, Iran under
Sassanian rule witnessed
tremendous  achievements  in

Persian civilization. Experts say
that the art and architecture of
the nation experienced a general
renaissance during Sassanid rule. In
that era, crafts such as metalwork
and gem engraving grew highly
sophisticated, as scholarship was
encouraged by the state; many
works from both the East and West
were translated into Pahlavi, the
official language of the Sassanians.

Of all the material remains of
the era, only coins constitute a
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continuous chronological sequence
throughout the whole period of
the dynasty. Such Sassanian coins
have the name of the king for
whom they were struck inscribed
in Pahlavi, which permits scholars
to date them quite closely.

The legendary wealth of the
Sassanian court is fully confirmed
by the existence of more than one
hundred examples of bowls or
plates of precious metal known
at present. One of the finest
examples is the silver plate with
partial gilding in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York. The
dynasty was destroyed by Arab
invaders during a span from 637
to 651.

The ancient region, known as
Pars (Fars), or Persis, was the
heart of the Achaemenid Empire
founded by Cyrus the Great and
had its capital in Pasargadae.
Darius | the Great moved the
capital to nearby Persepolis in the
late 6th or early 5th century BC.
Alexander the Great defeated the
Achaemenian army at Arbela in 331
and burned Persepolis apparently
as revenge against the Persians
because it seems the Persian King
Xerxes had burnt the Greek City of
Athens around 150 years earlier.

Persis became part of the
Seleucid kingdom in 312 after
Alexander’s death. The Parthian
empire (247 BC- 224 CE) of the
Arsacids (corresponding roughly
to the modern Khorasan in Iran)
replaced the Seleucids’ rule in
Persis during 170-138 BC. The
Sasanid Empire (224 CE-651)
had its capital at Istkhr. Not until
the 18th century, under the Zand
dynasty (1750-79) of southern
Iran, did Fars again become the
heart of an empire.

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB



TEHRAN - Health Minister Bahram
Einollahi has said many countries in
the region are asking Iran for help
with issues related to health.

Emphasizing that all diseases
are currently treated in the country,
the minister added: “With the help
of scientists, we were able to ed-
ucate efficient human resources,
ISNA reported.

“With the efforts that have been
made during the 44 years after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution, to-
day we have the strongest health
system in the region in such a way
that the health indicators in the Is-
lamic Republic are far ahead of other
countries in the region.”

All the indicators of health and
treatment have made significant
progress after the Islamic Revolution,
and now Iran is one of the leading
countries in this field, Saeed Karimi,
the deputy health minister has said.

Health is one of the areas that got
a good jump after the Islamic Revo-
lution, ISNA quoted Karimi as saying.

It should be noted that in the ear-
ly years of the Revolution, even for
a cataract, which is a routine oph-
thalmic operation, the patient was
sent abroad, but now patients from
abroad come to Iran for the most ad-
vanced surgeries, he highlighted.

“At the beginning of the Revolution,

countries seeking

Iran’s health

expertise: minister

there were just 56,000 hospital beds,
but now we have 156,000 hospital
beds” he noted.

Meanwhile, there were just sev-
en thousand specialists, but now

he added.

there are 70 thousand specialists
and sub-specialists in the country,

In June 2021, Ahmed al-Mandhari,
the World Health Organization direc-

tor for Eastern Mediterranean Region,
said the Islamic Republic of Iranis arole
model for primary health care.

For the past four decades, its
PHC network has aimed to en-
sure that people have timely ac-
cess to affordable, accessible,
and acceptable essential health
services, he explained.

All the indicators
of health and
treatment have
made significant
progress after the
Islamic Revolution.

In October 2021, World Health
Organization (WHO) representa-
tive to Iran Jaffar Hussain, said that
Iran’s health system can be a model
for other countries in the region,
especially in the field of health and
the use of valuable forces such as
healthcare providers.

The national budget bill for the
current Iranian calendar year 1402,
which started on March 21, has in-
creased the health sector’s budget
by 29 percent compared to the cur-
rent year’s budget.

Over 91% of villages connected to internet

TEHRAN - More than 91 percent of villages
with a population of over 20 households across
the country have now access to the internet via
the national information network, Issa Zarepour,
the Minister of Information and Communications
Technology, has said.

The villages with above 20 households hav-
ing access to the internet have increased from
80 percent to 91 percent since the incumbent
administration took office in August 2021, said
the minister.

The internet had been made available to some
3,425 villages across Iran, he noted.

Zarepour said many of the villages that were
connected to high-speed internet in Iran over the
past two years were located in hard-to-reach ar-
eas, making it more difficult and more expensive
for the government to supply the infrastructure
needed for the network.

Many efforts have been made over the past
couple of years by the government to support vil-
lagers and slow down the trend of migration from
rural areas to cities.

Many efforts have been
made to support villagers
and slow down the trend
of migration.

The internet penetration rate in Iran has ex-
ceeded 123 percent, according to the latest statis-
tics of the Communications Regulatory Authority,
published in January.

The data showed that the mobile internet pen-

etration rate in the country has reached 109.27
percent, up by over 26 percent compared to fig-

ures reported in 2019.

Moreover, the number of Iranian mobile users
reached nearly 135.890 million, according to the
CRA which put the mobile phone penetration rate
in the country at 161.67 percent.

The figures showed, however, that fixed broad-
band adoption in Iran had stalled at 14 percent
with nearly 11.921 million customers having ac-
cess to the Internet via those services.

This statistic shows that fixed broadband inter-
net has grown by less than 2 percent compared to
last year and mobile internet has experienced a
growth of 10 percent. However, it can be said that
the speed of mobile internet expansion is 5 times
the speed of fixed internet.

The opposite is true in most countries, where
fixed internet is growing faster.

Access to telecommunication services in rural
areas of the country had improved over the peri-
od as the overall number of villages with access
to communication services rose to 52,182, around
93 percent of all villages, while 47,837 villages had
access to home landline services.

Flamingos flock to Zarivar Wetland

TEHRAN - A total of 112 flamin-
gos have been spotted at Zarivar
Wetland in the western city of
Marivan.

With the gradual decrease in air
temperature in the Siberian regions
and the provision of favorable hab-
itat conditions in the country, the
lake is considered a suitable refuge
for migratory birds, IRNA reported.

These migratory birds in-
clude swans, flamingos, gray
and white-fronted geese, ruddy
shelducks, pintails, and different
species of ducks, including oak
ducks.

Located at the foot of the Zagros
mountains, Zarivar is a freshwater
wetland hosting over 74 bird spe-
cies, which is designated as a Ram-
sar Site.

All-Iranian COVID-19 diagnostic
kits to be released within month
COVID-19

ran  will

commercialize
diagnostic kits by the Iranian calendar month of Farvardin
(March 21-April 22), secretary of biotechnology development of

The Ramsar Convention uses a
broad definition of wetlands. This
includes all lakes and rivers, un-
derground aquifers, swamps and
marshes, wet grasslands, peat-
lands, oases, estuaries, deltas,
tidal flats, mangroves, and other
coastal areas, coral reefs, and all
human-made sites such as fish
ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs, and
salt pans.

The Convention on Wetlands is
an intergovernmental treaty that
provides the framework for the
conservation and wise use of wet-
lands and their resources.

It was adopted in the Iranian city
of Ramsar in 1971 and came into
force in 1975.

The site provides a suitable
breeding and resting place for

birds and other wetland animals,
and due to the relatively extensive
reed beds, it is an important over-
wintering site for northern migra-
tory birds.

Every year, from early Septem-
ber to late February, Iran hosts rare
species of migratory birds heading
from the north to the southern
countries due to reduced seasonal
temperatures and food availability.

Among the various groups of
migratory birds wintering in Iran,
the largest population belongs
to the group of geese, swans, and
ducks and the smallest population
of seven are the long-tailed ducks
or oldsquaw.

The provinces of Mazandaran
and Golestan are the first provinc-
es with the highest number of mi-

ENGLISH IN USE

domestically-made

Vice Presidency for Science and Technology announced.

Following a call by the headquarters for the production
of COVID-19 diagnostic kits, a contract was signed with five
knowledge-based companies and manufacturing process
began, ISNA quoted Mostafa Qane'ei as saying on Monday.

Diagnosis is the most important part of coronavirus

treatment, he highlighted.

Patients suspected to coronavirus are currently being
identified by diagnostic kits that have entered Iran in the form
of assistance and purchases by the World Health Organization,

China and UNICEF, he said.

gratory birds for having sufficient
resources, as the movement of mi-
gratory birds is closely linked to the
seasonal availability of resources.

In Iran, 141 wetlands with
ecological value with an area of
over 3 million hectares have been
identified, of which 25 wetlands are
designated as wetlands of interna-
tional importance (registered in
the Ramsar Convention) covering
more than 1.4 million hectares and
four sites are biosphere reserves.
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Straight Truth

Lessons from recent quakes in Turkey and Syria:
the importance of science and technology

From page 1 » Since the early 20th century
by the end of 2020, seventy-seven earthquakes
were the reason for death loss for 162,000 peo-
ple in Iran. Sixty-seven deadly earthquakes oc-
curred in Turkey until February 6th of 2023, with
the life loss of about 150,000 people.

The set of above-mentioned “developing”
countries are seismically unstable and most
densely populated. In these countries, earth-
quake casualties are very high compared to
their population, the ratio which has been the
highest in the last 20 years.

In the recent 2023 earthquakes in Turkey, if
the construction regulations and other relevant
aspects had been fully respected and implied,
we might not have seen such a level of disaster,
as the complete collapse of more than 6,000
multi-story buildings, and severe damage to
more than 70,000 ones.

Now in Turkey, the big question is, what hap-
pened to the significant budgets that were col-
lected through the “earthquake solidarity tax”
after the 1999 Izmit earthquake? The budget
was supposed to be used in strengthening the
buildings against earthquakes.

One of the taxes that people have paid
through mobile phone operators to date has
been about 88 billion liras (about $4.6 billion
USD), which has been deposited into the gov-
ernment’s coffers. In addition to the above, in
Turkey, like Iran, building regulations in earth-
quake-prone areas have not been seriously
observed, and exemptions are applied as usual
regulations.

This means that building code violations
will be waived by paying fines. Turkey has now
an updated Seismic Building Code (2018) and
it seems that most of the collapsed buildings
have not been designed/constructed based on
the Seismic Building Code.

Of course, in the last three decades, Iran
and Turkey have made appreciable progress in
terms of specialization and science in training a
new generation of specialists.

In addition, the Turkish government has suc-
ceeded in attracting help from more than 100
countries in the management of the response
to the February 6th, 2023 earthquakes, using
its proactive international relations. A clear ex-
ample is hosting 22 field hospitals in 19 coun-
tries in the earthquake-prone area during the
weeks after the earthquake.

Extensive technical facilities and equipment
from different countries have been imported
by the Turkish government to deal with the
consequences of the earthquake and debris
removal, while benefiting from the most up-
dated technologies in the world extending
from China to the United States, in the field of
crisis management.

One of the successful examples among de-
veloping countries in terms of reducing earth-
quake risk in Mexico. The level of damage and
the way the Mexican government is dealing
with the earthquake contains many instruc-
tive points.

Life losses were reported as 98 people on
September 8, 2017 earthquake, magnitude 811,
near the coast of Mexico. This number of casu-
alties is not considered high for such an earth-
quake in a country like Mexico.

The epicenter was about 90 km away from
the coastline, about 98 km from a city with a
population of 15,000, and 350 km from Mexi-
co City with a nighttime population of about 9
million and a daytime population of about 25
million.

In the same country, a similar earthquake on
September 19,1985, with 8.1 magnitudes, killed
about 30,000 in Mexico City.

Mexico has a population of about 130 million
people, with a gross domestic product of 1300
billion dollars in 2022.

Turkey has about 86 million people, with a
gross domestic product of about 996 billion
dollars, while Iran has about 86 million people,
with a gross domestic product of about 400 bil-
lion dollars in 2022.

In terms of crisis management and risk re-
duction, Mexico’s programs have been among
the most successful programs in developing
countries in the last three decades.

An example is the successful development of
an earthquake early warning system (SASMex)
for Mexico City, operational since 1991.

The early warning system is based on receiv-
ing the primary waves, detecting the occurrence

and size of the earthquake, and announcing the
warning before the arrival of the destructive
secondary waves (for Mexico City to be about
60 seconds for great coastal earthquakes).

The Mexican government has had, since
2010, an interesting and successful focus on
the risk reduction program with a strategy of
supporting programs that reduce the costs of
damage in a possible future disaster from a
federal perspective.

This action in Mexico based on the lessons
learned from previous disasters and earth-
quakes has led to a focus on relatively suc-
cessful programs of land preparation and
urban planning.

Such successful programs have been imple-
mented by employing new-generation human
resources, graduating from prestigious uni-
versities, speaking one or two international
languages, and being proficient in new tech-
nologies.

The lessons to be learned from an earth-
quake are usually those not already learned in
other developing countries. Many mistakes re-
lated to housing, choosing a place to live, and
the quality of construction of buildings are re-
peated in reconstructions.

Authorities in poor developing countries are
mostly indifferent to the earthquake risk con-
siderations, while people get cheaper/lower
quality construction materials, and choose vul-
nerable places to live.

The consequences of the process in such
countries are deficiencies in design and in-
appropriate selection of the site, lack of risk
perception, and lack of earthquake planning
at the national and local levels, in addition to
the poor financial status of urban and rural
communities.

The authorities in these countries are con-
fused about how to spend their limited resourc-
es in reducing earthquake risk.

The reasons might be explained by their pri-
orities in urgent and daily needs of livelihood,
unemployment, housing, health, and rapid and
continuous changes in urbanization. Therefore,
their main issue is the correct prioritization of
economic, social, and construction needs.

In the last three decades, important advanc-
es have been made in the world in the use of
science and technology. In addition to Japan,
Taiwan, America, Italy, and Mexico, earthquake
early warning systems have also been in-
stalled in Romania, Turkey, Malaysia, ndonesia,
and India.

In Iran, basic infrastructure has been pro-
vided to establish an earthquake early warning
system in Tehran. All citizens deserve to benefit
from the infrastructure that is developed on the
basis of science and technology.

Such infrastructures have the ability to es-
tablish network communication through the
Internet, where most people may have access
to the generated information.

Many higher education programs in devel-
oping countries in the field of disaster risk re-
duction are presented of international quality.
However, some of the graduates select to im-
migrate to developed countries.

The job vacancies are not provided suffi-
ciently in the academic centers of these coun-
ties. Meanwhile, disaster management organi-
zations of these countries mostly suffer from
the bureaucratic and political attitude of their
authorities.

This issue is one of the important challeng-
es of disaster risk management in develop-
ing countries. Last, but not least word, is the
importance of modernization of disaster risk
action plans in developing countries, based on
mitigation and prevention.

Ali Akbar Salehi is the deputy president of the
Academy of Sciences.

Mehdi Zare is the head of the geology division
of the Academy of Sciences.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

When two persons are together, two of them must not whisper to each
other, without letting the third hear; because it would hurt him.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:04 Evening: 18:57

Dawn: 4:01 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:30 (tomorrow)

Mutual influence of Chinese and

Persian ceramics

Part3

There was, however, one area in which Persia
contributed to a major transformation of
Chinese pottery production: the supply of cobalt
for the first underglaze-decorated blue-and-
white porcelains.

This mineral no doubt came from the mines at
Qamsar, in the hills above Kashan. The Chinese
name for it, su-ma-li, su-ni-po, or su-ma-ni, was
probably derived from the Persian solaymani,
recorded in a text on pottery manufacture written
in 1300-01 by Abul-Qasem Abdollah Kashani.

As noted above, blue-and-white porcelain
may have been developed expressly for the Near
Eastern market and may have initially been
considered vulgar by Chinese cognoscenti.

The large numbers of 14th-century porcelains
that have been found in Islamic lands support this
view. The types of vessel—in particular the large
dishes—were unsuited to Chinese use but ideal for
Islamic eating habits.

Furthermore, some Near Eastern influence
in the designs found on the early porcelains can
be posited; for example, the idea of dividing the
surface into friezes and panels may have been
borrowed from Islamic artifacts, especially
metalwork.

Finally, it may be cautiously suggested that
the Chinese took not only the idea of painting
in cobalt from Persia but also the very notion of
underglaze painting itself.

The Persian potters of Kashan and elsewhere
had been using the underglaze technique for more
than a century before the Chinese began to do so,
and they had used cobalt blue for their designs.

Could the Persian underglaze technique have
been adopted by the Chinese at the same time as
the cobalt pigment? If so, Persia would deserve
credit for a major innovation in the ceramic history
of China and, indeed, of the world.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.
Concluded.

China-Iran mutual influences in painting

Part1

In the Chinese cultural sphere, Persian artistic
influence was at its peak under the Tang dynasty
(618-906 CE), contemporary with the end of the
Sassanid period (65T) and the first centuries
after the Islamic conquest.

The reciprocal influence of Chinese art in
Persia was apparent in contemporary ceramics
and other small arts but cannot be observed in
painting before the llkhanid period (1256-1336).

These mutual influences were transmitted
through a variety of media, and, as always
when artists of one culture are exposed to
works from another, only those aspects that
were particularly compatible with local tastes
were emulated and adapted.

Sassanid and early Islamic periods

The 6th- and 7th-century (Sui dynasty, 581-
618) frescos in the Buddhist caves at Dunhuang
(Tun-huang) include pearl-bordered roundels
containing horsemen hunting lionesses,
probably derived from Sassanid models, as
well as a number of motifs associated with the
Sogdian art of Pyandzhikent.

Sassanid Persian art also strongly influenced
Tang metalwork and wall paintings, for
example, those found in the tombs of the Tang
princes Yide and Zhang-huai in Gan xian, Shensi
province, where images like one of a woman
under a tree were clearly derived from motifs
on Sassanid silver vessels.

Even the Tang painter Wu Dao-xuan was said
to have been influenced by Central Asian cave
paintings.

On the other hand, except for a few surviving
illustrated Manichean manuscripts found in
Central Asia, there is little evidence of Chinese
influence on painting from the Iranian world.

Atravel account of the mid-Tang period (ca. late
8th century), Jing xing ji by Du Huan, mentions a
Chinese captive from the “battle of Talas” (Taraz,
on the steppes north of the Alai river) in 757,
he spent several years in the Abbasid capital,
probably Kufa (Pelliot).

Two Chinese painters, as well as Chinese
weavers and potters, are also mentioned, but
there are no surviving signed works of such
Chinese artists, nor is there any visible trace of
Chinese influence on the style of Islamic painting

and metalwork from this period, though it was
very strong on contemporary Islamic ceramics.

likhanid period

Although artists under the Seljuks could
have adopted certain East Asian elements from
northern Chinain the Liao (907-1125) and Jin (1115-
1234) periods, the rarity of extant contemporary
Persian paintings prevents their being identified.

Eastern influence on Persian painting first
becomes noticeable in manuscripts illustrated
during the reign of the llkhanids, when the center
of artistic and cultural activity was their capital,
Tabriz, which was in direct contact with China via
the trade routes through Central Asia.

Most Persian paintings in “Chinese style” are
assumed to have been produced there.

The Chinese impact on various aspects of
Persian painting is particularly evident in such
court manuscripts as the Manafe’ al-hayawan
by Ebn Bokhtishu’ copied at Maragheh in
1297 or 1299 and now in the Pierpont Morgan
Library, New York.

Two fragments of Rashid ad-Din's Jame’
al-tawarikh in the library of the University of
Edinburgh and a private collection in Switzerland
(formerly in the Royal Asiatic Society, London),
dated 1307 and 1314 respectively.

And the dispersed fragment of a manuscript
of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh formerly owned by
the dealer Benjamin Demotte and known as the
great Mongol Shahnameh.

An important way in which Chinese influence
on the painting of this period manifested
itself was in the use of a softer, more delicate
and sinuous line and shading, in contrast to
the boldly outlined areas of flat color that
characterized Persian painting.

Lighter, more subdued coloring also
clearly reflected the impact of Chinese taste,
approximating the monochromatic tonality of
ink painting.

The scant available evidence suggests that
Persian painters had traditionally preferred to
crowd the picture space with a large number of
motifs concentrated in the frontal plane, but in
this period they learned from the Chinese to place
their figures more effectively in space.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.
To be continued.

Islamic Revolution Art Week
honors top alss of the year

Frome Page 1 » Javad Khodai was
picked as the architect of the year.
He won the honor for the efforts he
made to improve several architectural
designs for the shrine of Imam Reza
(AS) and urban planning in Mashhad,
Mostafa Momeni-Rad, the director of
the Architecture Department of the
Art Bureau, said.

Songwriter  Mohammad-Mehdi
Sayyar received the title in the music
category.

In the film section, four figures were
selected as the Islamic Revolution
Artist of the Year.

Director Mohsen Eslamzadeh was
picked for his latest documentary “No
One Is Waiting for You”.

The film is about Sepideh Alizadeh,
the director of a center for homeless
women in southern Tehran, and her
assistant Mona who once was one of
the women supported by the center.
Now Mona and Sepideh want to track
the two children she left 28 years ago,
however, they don't have any trace of
them.

Mohammad Kheirandish won the
title for his animated movie “Dolphin
Boy”. It shows how Dolphin Snowball
rescues a little boy in the waves,
after which they carelessly grow up
together, amusing the marine life with

-

PhotographerSeyyed Abbas Mirhashemi (R) receives the award for the Islamic Revolution Artist of the Year from
Art Bureau deputy director Ali Foruzanfar (C) and his colleague Ehsan Bageri (L) on April 14, 2023. (Art Bureau)

their funny tricks. But one day, the
serenity of their joyful little world is
destroyed by the evil Octopus.

Director Jalil Saman received the
title for his popular TV series “The
Antique”, which was produced in three
seasons. The comic series revolves
around the troubles facing Fariborz
Baghbisheh, who unearths a large

collection of ancient coins at his old
paternal house.

Director Hossein Darabi was
picked for his political drama “Henas”,
which portrays the true story of the
assassination of an Iranian nuclear
scientist who was shot dead by
Mossad agents.

The Islamic Revolution Art Week is

organized every year to commemorate
the martyrdom anniversary of
documentarian Morteza Avini.

He was killed by a landmine in
1993 during his last trip to the former
Iran-Irag war zone in southwestern
Iran while making a documentary
about soldiers who were still listed as
missing in action.

Istanbul festival screening movies from Iran

A scene from “Numb” by Amir Tuderusta.

TEHRAN - A lineup of movies by Iranian
filmmakers is being screened in different
sections of the 42nd Istanbul Film Festival
underway in the Turkish city of Istanbul.

The lineup includes “World War II”, Iran’s
submission to the 2023 Oscars, which
has been selected to be screened in the
international competition.

Directed by Hooman Seyyedi, the film

follows a downtrodden day laborer as he
appears to be given the opportunity of a
lifetime when he’s cast in a bad film about
the Holocaust, only to have his life turned
upside down.

“Subtraction”, a co-production between
Iran and France by Mani Hagqiqi, has been
picked to be screened in the Best of the Fests
section.

The drama follows driving instructor
Farzaneh, when she spots her husband on the
streets of Tehran, even though he is supposed
to be out of town on a business trip, she
naturally suspects the worst. Following him,
Farzaneh’s fears are seemingly confirmed
when she sees him visiting another woman.
With that woman'’s husband also suspecting
something is awry, the situation erupts into
violence. Yet, all is not quite what it seems.

“Numb” by Amir Tuderusta is competing in
the Young Masters category.

Pre-school is the first and last time boys
and girls can learn together freely in Iran.
“Numb” is set in a kindergarten and follows
the curious little boy Roham. Roham falls in
love with his classmate Rana and discovers

the complicated secrets of her personal life
all the while confronting the class bully.

“The Doll” has been selected to be shown in
the Cinemania section.

Directed by Asghar VYusefinejad, the
film tells the story of the aging family
man Ayyub, who decides to marry a young
woman when his wife of forty years, Shamsi,
disappears under dubious circumstances.
No one in the family seems to approve of
this formidable and cheeky woman, because
the new bride, Roya, is the caretaker of
Ayyub’s mentally challenged adult son. As
the wedding festivities drag on, the flavor is
lost, while uninvited guests, the revelation of
unpleasant secrets and true intentions upset
the balance of the extended family.

This section also features six shorts
by Iranian filmmaker Maryam Tafakory,
including “Nazarbazi”, “Poem & Stone” and
“Fragments of a Letter to a Child Unborn”.

The Istanbul Film Festival, which is
organized by the Istanbul Foundation for
Culture and Arts, will announce winners on
April 18.

“Marx in the Age of Digital Capitalism” published in Persian

TEHRAN - “Marx in the Age of
Digital Capitalism”, co-authored
by Christian Fuchs and Vincent
Mosco, has recently been
published in Persian by Markaz.

Sahand Sattariis the translator
of the book originally published
in 2015.

More than 130 years after Karl
Marx’s death and 150 years after
the publication of his magnum
opus “Capital: Critique of Political
Economy”, capitalism continues
to be haunted by periodic crises.

Front cover of the Persian
edition of “Marx in the Age of

Marx’s works.

This volume presents 16
contributions that show how
Marx’s analyses of capitalism, the
commodity, class, labor, work,
exploitation, surplus-value,
dialectics, crises, ideology, class
struggles, and communism, help
us to understand the internet
and social media in 21st-century
digital capitalism.

Marx is back! This book is a
key resource on the foundations
of “Marxist Internet and Digital

social scientist. From 2013 until
2022, he was a professor of
social media at the University
of Westminster, where he
also was the director of the
Communication and Media
Research Institute.

Vincent Mosco is a Professor
Emeritus at Queen’s University,
Canada, where he held the
Canada Research Chair in

Communication and Society. He is
also a Distinguished Professor at
the New Media Centre, School of

The most recent capitalist crisis
has brought attention back to

Digital Capitalism’”.

Media Studies”.

Christian Fuchs is an Austrian

Journalism and Communication,
Fudan University, Shanghai.

The Realities of a Martyr’s Life

An interview with Javad Kalateh

The book “The Strange Story of a Birthday Party”
is about the martyr Mahdi Sameni Rad, one of the
defenders of the shrine in Syria, and it’s written by
Javad Kalateh.

Regarding why he wrote this book, this author
stated that he met Mahdi Sameni after his
martyrdom and by chance. “For this purpose, the
interviews with the family, friends and comrades
of him started in 2015 and then | started writing
the book in 2017 he added.

Kalate pointed to the way of writing the book
and said that the book is written in a narrative and
fictional documentary style.

According to the author, this book has 17
chapters and 340 pages. From the beginning to
the middle of it, it deals with his childhood, his
cultural activities, and marriage, which is very
interesting. In fact, the first chapters of the book
have a look at the personal and family life of him.

“In my opinion, what is more important in the
book is the second half of the book, which tells the

story of the war and the life of this noble martyrin
Syria,” he said.

He stated that the war in Syria has many
unknown parts and somehow appeals to all
audiences. This importance expands further when
a unique war with paramilitary and non-classical
groups takes place in unknown territory.

“Generally, we have written or read a lot of
books and content about the war imposed by Iraq
against Iran, but it is very difficult to write about
wars that have guerrilla rules,” said Kalateh.

“I believe that the message should be hidden in
the book itself to make an impact on the audience.
The life of martyrs like MAhdi Sameni Rad is
full of lessons, but when the personality of this
person becomes effective for the reader, when the
audience sees and understands it from layer by
layer of events and memories in the book,” he said.

Regarding the reasons for choosing the name
“The Strange Story of a Birthday Party”, Kalate
noted that the name of the book is somewhat a
secret in the last two chapters of the book that the
audience should read.
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