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Israel Embraces Its
Failing Puppet .

|Opinion | T
They had plan

but not “real men”

By Mohammad Sarfi
Editor in cheif

Ayatollah Khamenei, in a meeting with
high-ranking military commanders two days
ago, referred to the US’s violations after the
September 11 attacks and their invasions of
Afghanistan and Iraq, stating that the main
target of these attacks on Iran’s eastern and
western neighbors was the Islamic Republic.

Some people want to accuse Iran of a con-
spiracy theory and pretend that the repeated
emphasis of the Leader on the necessity of
vigilance and decisiveness against the enemy
has no relation to reality. But facts cannot be
hidden or distorted forever.» Page 2

American
cinema and

the country
itself are violent,
cinema expert says

By Hassan Ali Pakdel

TEHRAN - Noting that American cinema
is certainly entangled with gun violence,
a cinema expert believes America itself is
suffering from violence too. » Page 5

UK strike action may
head to “uncharted
territory”

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- Many sectors have been taking in-
dustrial action but the UK health sector is now
posing the greatest threat to the government.

The strike action is hitting the British
economy stronger than expected. It comes
amid record inflation following the Ukraine
war.

Workers have been demanding wage in-
creases to meet a record inflation level not
seen in many decades. Critics accuse London,
and the West, of pumping tens of billions of
dollars into Ukraine to prolong the fighting,
while suffering grows back home.» Page 5

Salami calls Army,
IRGC as strong arms

of the Iranian nation

TEHRAN - IRGC chief Major General Hos-
sein Salami on Monday praised the Army and
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
as powerful representatives of the Islamic
Republic and asserted that both organiza-
tions collaborate to counter threats and de-
feat adversarial plans.

The remarks by the IRGC chief came as Iran
is set to hold National Army Day on Tuesday,
April 18.

The general declared that the military
forces would continue to frustrate Iran’s
sworn enemies while praising the IRGC and
Army as the strong arms of the Iranian na-
tion that are at the forefront of defending
national, revolutionary, and religious ideals.

The Iranian Armed Forces and security and
intelligence organizations have » Page 2
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Several protest rallies have been held
against the rising cost of living in major cap-
itals in Europe.

Since the start of the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, the EU has attempted to contain Rus-
sia through various sanctions and punitive

B Tlred and angry Europe. From Prague to Paris
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measures. However, due to the EU’s reliance
on Russian gas, these anti-Moscow sanc-
tions have caused more harms to EU citizens
than to Russians.

As EU governments struggle to find alter-
natives to Russian oil, masses are taking to

‘!" h {- ‘ﬁr

N

the streets in protest.
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Thousands of Czechs demonstrated in
Prague’s central square on Sunday, calling on
the government to quit as they protested over
high inflation and energy prices. » Page 5

Tehran to host 14th Iran Petrochemical Forum on May 1-2

TEHRAN- Tehran will host the 14th edition
of Iran Petrochemical Forum (IPF) at the IRIB
International Conference Hall on May 1-2.

As reported, this edition of the event will be
held with the approach of completing value
chain in the petrochemical industry.

Y

As stated by the planning and development
director of National Petrochemical Company
(NPC), the 14th Iran Petrochemical Forum is a
suitable ground for cooperation between ac-
tive domestic and foreign companies so that
the latest developments, plans and new in-
vestment opportunities for the development

Mohammad-Mehdi Sayyar named Islamic Revolution Artist of the Year
TEHRAN - Songwriter Mohammad-Mehdi Sayyar, whose works have also been used by
eulogists in Islamic rituals, has been named the Islamic Revolution Artist of the Year.

Hereceived thetitle and his special award on Sunday evening during a ceremony held as
part of the Islamic Revolution Art Week, a festival which is organized everyyear by the Art
Bureau of the Islamic Ideology Dissemination Organization (IIDO). Page 8

of the country’s petrochemical industry are
provided to the participants.

Hassan Abbas-Zadeh said during this in-
ternational event, a large number of special-
ized meetings will be held, and a strategic
meeting is dedicated to the members of the
BRICS countries » Page 4

Op-ed [T
Preliminary damage
assessment

of February 6
earthquakes in Syria

By Mehdi Zare

An aspect of the February 6, 2023 earth-
quakes in southern Turkey that is less dis-
cussed in the media is its devastation in Syria
and the risk of earthquakes in Lebanon and the
eastern Mediterranean.

With crumbling infrastructure and food
shortages, Syria faces the scars of 12 years of
brutal war with more devastating consequenc-
es in the February 6, 2023 earthquakes.

The northern region of Syria, which borders
Turkey, was much more vulnerable than Turk-
ish cities, with years of war and aerial bom-
bardment that destroyed homes, hospitals,
and clinics.» Page 7

Discover Iran’s halal tourism: a cultural and culinary experience

By Afshin Majlesi
TEHRAN - Rich cultural heritage, superb
cuisine, diverse landscapes, and extensive
Islamic attractions make Iran one of the top
destinations for halal tourism.

One of the main prospects of halal tourism
is the availability of halal food that is ubig-
uitous in the Muslim-majority country; all
restaurants and hotels cater to the dietary

requirements of Muslim travelers who follow
Islamic guidelines during their vacations.

Travelers can enjoy authentic Iranian cui-
sine that is prepared to keep Islamic guide-
lines in mind. This attracts Muslim families,
as they don’t have to worry about the avail-
ability of halal food options during their va-
cation.

Iran is a country with a rich Islamic history

and heritage. The country has many Islamic
attractions that are of great interest to Mus-
lim travelers. These include historical sites,
mosques, shrines, and museums that show-
case Islamic art and architecture. The city of
Mashhad is especially famous for its many
shrines, including the shrine of Imam Reza
(AS), which is one of the most sacred places
for Shia Muslims. » Page 6
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Logical confrontation in
the field of diplomacy

In a commentary, Farhikhtegan has
pointed to the Sunday remarks of the
Leader in his meeting with the senior
military commanders. » Page 2

Al-Quds Day is

the guarantor of
Palestine’s freedom

By Dr Sabir Abu Maryam

The last Friday of the holy month of Ram-
adan is observed worldwide as the day of
liberation of al-Quds Sharif. People all over
the world come out in favor of the oppressed
Palestinian people on this day and assure
their support by protesting against the Zi-
onist illegitimate state of Israel and its occu-
pation on the First Qibla, including Palestine.

Imam Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, appealed to observe the
Day of Al-Quds. » Page 3

U.S. no longera
superpower:
Foreign Ministry

TEHRAN- The unipolar world order no
longer exists as new powers emerge the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry spokesman asserted
on Monday, emphasizing that the U.S. gov-
ernment faces a smaller area of influence
and diminishing strength.

Speaking with reporters, Nasser Kanaani
stressed that “a unipolar world no longer
exists, and the United States is no longer re-
garded as a superpower.”

“Of certainly, the U.S. may be regarded as
a power, but not as a superpower,” he added.

He went on to say, “In light of the Islamic
Republic’s capabilities, » Page 2

Iran, Saudi to reopen
embassies before
May 9: diplomat

TEHRAN - A senior Iranian diplomat has
said that Iran and Saudi Arabia will reopen
their embassies before the end of the two-
month period agreed upon in their recent
agreement, which was brokered by China.

Alireza Enayati, the head of the Persian Gulf
Bureau at the Iranian Foreign Ministry, has said
that according to the deal reached between
Iran and Saudi Arabia in China, the embassies
of the two countries will be reopened before
May 9. The deal also stipulated that the foreign
ministers of the two countries would hold a
meeting for the first time in years.

“This issue took place within a month,
and the foreign ministries of the two coun-
tries met in Beijing, and from that date the
official declaration of relations between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia began, and after that the technical del-
egations met each other,” Enayati said in an
interview with Iran’s official news agency
IRNA published on Monday. » Page 3
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Logical confrontation in the field of diplomacy

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

It wrote: The advice of the Leader of the rev-
olution to the military commanders regarding
a rational confrontation with the policies of the
enemies, especially after the recent agreement
between Tehran and Riyadh, can also have a sig-
nificant message, a message that Iran has sent
many times in the field of foreign policy with its
actions and has removed the shadow of use-
less and destructive wars on the country. The
outcome of this strategy is that, instead of Iran,
the enemies bear the military costs, and in the
end, they leave shameful memories such as the
disgraceful American withdrawal from Afghani-
stan on the minds of the people in the world.

Arman-e-Emrooz: Role of parties in passion-
ate elections

In a note, Arman-e-Emrooz discussed the
ways to make this year’s elections more excit-
ing and wrote: Parties represent different tastes
and interests of the people. We have parties in
the country and even in the provinces. Provincial
parties have closer and more direct relations with
the people and normally they can be more effec-
tive to encourage people to go to the polls. From
this point of view, the number of political parties,
groups and political currents are not small and if
they seriously enter the fray, they can encourage
people to participate in the elections enthusiasti-
cally. The ethnic, tribal, and family affiliations that
existed in the past and prejudices to elect a person
from one’s own tribe no longer work and in most
parts of the country the citizens should welcome
behaviors in which parties play a greater role.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: The Air Force’s transformation
year

In an analysis, Vatan-e-Emrooz addressed the
issue of the purchase of Sukhoi 35 from Russia. It
wrote: The purchase of new generation of Russian
fighter planes, which its news was published in the
media a few years ago, can be one of the most im-
portant events in the armed forces of our country
in recent years. Inthe past years, due to sanctions,
I[ran was not able to “buy/sell” new equipment
“from/to” foreign countries, but these sanctions
were canceled on 18 October 2020 based on Unit-
ed Nations Security Council Resolution 2231as one
of the clauses of the JCPOA and, according to the
announcement of the Foreign Ministry, “all lim-
itations on the transfer of weapons “to and from”
Iran, and also actions and financial services related
toitand all prohibitions on entering or crossing the
territory of UN member states, which previously
were imposed against some citizens and Iran’s
military officials, were automatically terminated.

This event will undoubtedly mark the begin-
ning of the revival of the Air Force of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, which can change many equa-
tions and the balance of power in the region.

Kayhan: Why do they attack religious values?

The Kayhan newspaper wrote in its editorial that
since the religiosity of the Iranian nation is the root
of important changes in the region and the world,
it is the target of hybrid attacks from the West and
Westerners. Tens of billions of dollars were spent
during the last decade to promote America, while
trying to tarish the image of Islam and the Islam-
ic Republic in the eyes of the Iranian people. With
all this, you can see the unity and spiritual power
of the Iranian nation during the mourning days of
Muharram, the magnificent Arbaeen rituals, the
stunning rallies on Bahman 22nd and Quds Day
coupled with Qadr Nights throughout the coun-
try. At the same time and despite all the efforts to
embellish the U.S,, the Iranian people in West Asia
have the highest level of distrust towards the US.
According to the results of the latest survey by the
American Gallup institute in 13 Muslim countries,
81% of Iranian people do not trust America, and
the people of Tunisia, Turkey, Palestine and Iraq are
ranked next with 75-78 percent. Also, 20 years af-
terthe US. attack on Iraq, 72% of Iragis doubt about
America’s goals and only 26% believe that America
is serious in its commitment to democracy. This
percentage of optimism in Afghanistan is only 14%.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Hijah and a historical lesson

In its editorial, Siasat-e-Rooz discussed the
issue of hijab and the West’s program in this
matter and wrote: In history, some examples
can be found that the enemies have taken ac-
tion to destroy Islam through immorality and
creating corruption in Islamic societies. A clear
example that we can mention is the failure of
the Islamic government in Europe in which the
Europeans depraved Muslims through prev-
alence of promiscuity and then with military
action overthrew the brilliant rule of Islam in
parts of Europe after several hundred years.
This is while that most of the progress of Eu-
rope was due to the government that Islam had
built in a corner of this continent.

Even now, the West, which has an old enmity with
Islam, has targeted the Islamic world by launching
civil wars and making direct and indirect interven-
tions in addition to culture wars. For this reason,
undermining hijab is on their agenda. It mustbeac-
knowledged that we have not spoken to the youth
in the country on this important religious issue and
we have not answered the questions in their minds.

They had plan, but not “real men”

From page 1 » When Saddam’s regime was
overthrown in 2003, a phrase became popular
among Washington’s military and political leaders;
“boys go to Baghdad, real men go to Tehran.”

Fighting terrorism and dealing with weapons of
mass destruction was not a funny excuse anymore.
The plan that the Bush administration had in mind
went beyond these false claims. They were after re-
designing the geopolitics of West Asia.

In an opinion piece in Los Angeles Times in March
2003, Robert Scheer wrote:

“This is a truly frightening moment in history.
Acting as if divinely inspired, Washington is now
setting out to violently remake the maps and lives of
the people of the world. This is an idea that old colo-
nial powers England and Spain should have long ago
discarded, after learning the hard way that people
need to make their own histories. Whether this war
is short or long, extremely bloody or just bloody, the
stark factis that a barely elected president has made
the United States the first colonizer of the 21st cen-
tury, openly declaring that he plans to reorder the
politics, economy and culture of the Muslim world.”

During the sixth parliament (2000-2004) in
Iran, the majority of reformist forces were active.
135 of them wrote a detailed letter to the Leader,
which became known as the “Cup of Poison” letter.
The authors described the threat from the United
States as serious and said drinking the cup of poi-
son is the only way to address this threat.

Contrary to what the sixth parliament rep-
resentatives thought, not only was the cup of
poison not drunk, but the US plan to change the
geopolitical map of the region ended in Iran’s fa-
vor. After the attack on Irag, the US was stuck in
a quagmire and could no longer attack any oth-
er country. In the next parliamentary elections,
many signatories of the letter failed to win a seat
in the parliament, and under the reformist gov-
ermment, Iran’s nuclear program, which had been
suspended on the pretext of preventing war, con-

tinued at the order of the Supreme Leader.

The reality is that Americans have always been af-
ter striking Iran and have no red lines for themselves
in this regard; from the harshest sanctions in history
to sabotage, assassination, planning coups, etc. If
they do not engage in military action, they have only
one reason, and that is that they cannot do such a
thing. In fact, they know very well that if they initiate
awar, its end is not dependent on them.

In the meeting on Sunday, Ayatollah Khamenei
emphasized that the seemingly strong and com-
prehensive calculations of the enemy are entirely
breakable. He said, “Let us not forget this. It is en-
tirely possible for a person to defeat and confront
the enemy’s calculations. If we use our reason
and do not give up and pursue it, all the efforts
that the enemy makes are vincible.”

Some consider rationality and resistance
against the enemy to be contradictory. Thisis a line
that enemies of the Islamic Republic try to instill in
Iranian officials and people, and some repeat it in-
side the country as well. In this regard, three years
ago, the Leader emphasized in one of his speeches
that “cowards have no right to bring up the name
of rationality. Some people’s idea of rationality is
fear and fleeing from the enemy”’

After the US attack on Afghanistan and Iraq and
serious threats against Tehran, Iran did not surren-
der and this resistance based on rationality turned
the threat into an opportunity. Iran’s current influ-
ence in the region is incomparable to that time. Iran
has become stronger, and America is declining to
the point where the top commander of the US army
admits that we have lost complete air superiority in
West Asia for the first time since World War Il refer-
ring to Iran’s drone capabilities.

They had plans to attack Iran, but there were
“real men” in Iran who defeated this plan. One of
them was Martyr General Soleimani, who turned the
threat into an opportunity with the help of the bor-
derless combatants of the Quds Force.

Salami calls Army, IRGC as strong
arms of the Iranian nation

From page 1 » teamed up and
are acting vigilantly, shrewdly,
and collectively to upset the en-
emy’s calculations and challenge
the anti-Iran strategies and pol-
icies of the hegemonic system
and Zionism, according to Gen-
eral Salami, who warned of the
never-ending threats by Iran’s
enemies.

The head of the IRGC further
pointed out that the Army has
been pursuing a “permanent
strengthening” plan over the
past 44 years.

The Army, he said, has not
stopped advances in defense
industry or failed to recognize,
even for a second, the dangers

posed by the adversaries.
The commander stressed the

importance of ongoing efforts to
strengthen military might and

promised that the Armed Forces
would never disregard the ene-
my’s threats and plans.

The parades on Tuesday, re-
nowned as annual showcase for
the most recent equipment and
accomplishments of the Irani-
an Army, will feature a variety
of Army units showcasing their
most recent achievements.

Inameeting with a group of top
military commanders on Sunday,
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
urged the Armed Forces to keep
improving their readiness in all
areas and keep making progress
because the threats by the ene-
mies will never go away.

More than 40 warplanes fly over Tehran on Army Day

™y

TEHRAN- More than 40 fighter planes fly
over Tehran today as part of an aerial parade
to demonstrate the Islamic Republic’'s air
might, according to the commander of the
Iranian Air Force.

Brigadier General Hamid Vahedi made the an-

nouncement on Sunday in advance of National
Army Day on April 18, IRNA reported.

The parade is celebrated in Iran with a sizable
military parade that highlights the nation’s de-
fense readiness and most recent accomplish-
ments in the defense industry.

Vahedi stated that throughout the glorious
tenure of the holy establishment of the Islamic
Revolution, the Army’s Air Force has spared no
efforts and sacrifices for the dignity and sover-
eignty of the Islamic Republic by conducting vari-
ous operations and missions.

The commander highlighted that the Air Force
aims to demonstrate the grandeur and authori-
ty of the Islamic establishment within the region
under the tutelage of Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution by boosting military expertise in a variety

of fields, including building, preserving aviation
equipment, and maintaining aircraft.

The parade on April 18 will be different from
previous years because more than 40 fighter jets,
including Saeqa, Kosar, F5, F4, F14, F7, MiG-29, and
Sukhoi-24, will be present.

They will fly over Tehran and the shrine of the
late Imam Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, to demonstrate the air power
of Islamic Iran to the rest of the world.

The top commander stated that among the
other objectives of the aerial parade are to in-
crease the specialized expertise of pilots, par-
ticularly young pilots, assess the degree of pre-
paredness of air operational units, and ensure
the maintenance and security of the nation’s air
boundaries.

Israeli minister says Iran has launched ‘multi-front war’

TEHRAN- A broad-scale conflict
is more conceivable now that Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu'’s divi-
sive judicial reforms have triggered
an internal crisis in the occupied ter-
ritories, according to Israel’s minis-
ter of military affairs.

At a gathering on Sunday, Yoav
Gallant said that “Iran has launched
a multi-front war of attrition
against Israel”

He argued that Tehran was “ad-
vancing its efforts to cement itself
on the northern front while at the
same time sending its proxies” to
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

The minister added the Israeli mili-
tary has “acted and will continue to act
in all arenas, in overt and covert op-
erations along the border, across the

His comments come after the
Jerusalem Institute for Strategic
Studies (JISS) issued a statement
on Sunday foreshadowing conflict
with Iran.

The JISS also urged Netanyahu to
halt the judicial changes which have
caused unrest in the occupied areas.

“Israel's enemies are gaining
strength and anticipate the internal
circumstances in the Jewish state to
result in self-destruction,” the think
tank continued.

At the same time, it claims, Iran is
reestablishing its connections with
Saudi Arabia while the US. is scaling
back its presence in West Asia.

After seven years of estrange-
ment, Iran and Saudi Arabia agreed
last month to reestablish diplomat-
ic, following several days of intense
discussions held in China.

Following the agreement’s
signing on March 10, Tehran and
Riyadh issued a joint statement
emphasizing the need to respect
one another’s national sovereignty
and refrain from meddling in one
another’s internal affairs.

They agreed to put into effect a
security cooperation agreement
made in April 2001, as well as
another agreement inked in May
1998 to increase economic, com-

mercial, investment, technologi-
cal, scientific, cultural, sports, and
youth affairs collaboration.

The think tank said that “Israel
needs to prepare for the concrete
possibility of war since the chanc-
es of a deterioration into a wider
conflict are more significant today
than before”

After Netanyahu's proposed
judicial reforms were made pub-
lic in January, massive demon-
strations erupted against the
apartheid regime.

The Israeli prime minister argued
that the so-called judicial reform
proposal would prevent judges from
exceeding their powers, but detrac-
tors said it would allow him to skirt
some regulations while he faces on-

border, and even far from the border”

going corruption charges.

US.no longer a superpower: Forelgn Ministry

From page 1 » as well as the shift in the bal-
ance of power both at regional and internation-
al levels, the Iranian administration has tried to
unlock all such potentials in order to secure the
interests of the Iranian nation, foster regional
convergence as a fairly comprehensive approach
towards common interests, and help de-esca-
late regional conflicts.”

Iran has often stated that it would not confine
its foreign policy to a single political or geographic
region, he continued.

“We are going to keep building cordial ties with
those nations who are prepared to take the same
approach on the basis of respect for one another,
reciprocity, and shared objectives.”

Iran hopeful for continued productive en-
gagement with IAEA

Kanaani also expressed Iran’s desire for both
the continuation and resolution of the unresolved
nuclear-related issues as well as the technical
collaboration between the Islamic Republic and
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

In March, IAEA Director-General Rafael Grossi
paid a visit to Tehran and consequently technical
teams were exchanged and technical discussions
were held within the parameters of the officially
announced agreement between the two sides.

Kanaani also pointed out that ‘as per the
agreement, conversations are still underway. It'sa
technical route. We anticipate that the process of
cooperation between Iran and the IAEA will con-
tinue, and that constructive efforts will be taken
to address the unresolved technical obstacles,
provided that political issues and postures do not
take precedence over the technical approach.”

He added that Iran has never walked away from
the negotiating table and has consistently stated
its readiness to reach an agreement on the eas-
ing of sanctions. Instead, Kanaani said, the West
wants to start a “hybrid war” against Iran.

“Israel aims to sow unrest among regional
countries”

Speaking of the diplomatic ties between Iran

and its neighbor Azerbaijan, Kanaani declared that
Israel is a ruthless foe of the relations between
the two Muslim neighbors and is working to sow
division for selfish ends.

Additionally, he stated that Iran places a strong
emphasis on the idea of good neighborliness and
lays a particular emphasis on friendly connections
built on respect and shared interests.

‘Iranian and Saudi FMs have sent invitation
letters to each other’

On the March 10 agreement between Tehran
and Riyadh in which they agreed to restore ties
after seven years, Kanaani said Iran is a nation
with a variety of capabilities and has always
been a significant player in regional and global
affairs because of its unquestionable signifi-
cance in regional equations.

Kanaani added the foreign ministers of Iran
and Saudi Arabia have already sent invitations
to one another.

After the March 10 agreement, the foreign
ministers of Iran and Saudi Arabia met in Bei-
jing on April 6. The spokesman added Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi has also accepted the Saudi
king's offer, and the Saudi king has also been
invited by the Iranian president.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran, Syria gaining ground in regional order, says Raisi

TEHRAN- In a message of con-
gratulations on Syria’s Evacuation
Day, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
stated that Iran and Syria’s collab-
oration and resistance had yielded
fruit as they are now reaping the
advantages of the new global and
regional order.

Raisi congratulated his Syrian
counterpart Bashar al-Assad on
Evacuation Day, which commem-
orates the evacuation of the last

French soldier at the conclusion
of the French mandate of Syria in
April 1946.

Syria declared full independence
in 1941,

Raisi stated that the global and
regional order is turning in favor of
Iran and Syria as two free and in-
dependent governments that have
worked in genuine collaboration and
demonstrated historic resistance
foryears.

He also expressed the hope that
the development of ties in a number
of areas will advance mutual inter-
ests and help bring about peace and
stability to the region.

At a meeting with Syria’s defense
minister in Tehran in January, Raisi
praised Iran as a staunch ally of Syr-
ia, saying that the Islamic Republic
will stand by the Syrian people in the
same manner that it helped them all
through the years that country was

grappling with terrorism.

President Raisi remarked that
[ran-Syria ties are important be-
cause they are founded on shared
ideals and the resistance spirit of
their people.



Israel embraces its failing puppet

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - A self-proclaimed
Iranian prince is traveling to Israel
in @ move that is indicative of the
direct role Israel played in foment-
ing unrest in Iran.

The pampered prince, Reza
Pahlavi, announced on Sunday
that he would pay a public visit
to Israel for the first time to de-
liver what he called a “message
of friendship” and “renew ancient
ties between Iran and Israel,” ac-
cording to a statement by Pahla-
vi, who has never condemned the
heinous crimes his father and
grandfather committed against
the Iranian people.

Unlike what Pahlavi said, the
relationship between Iran and Is-
rael does not date back to ancient
times when neither the Pahlavi
dynasty nor the Zionist regime did
exist. Instead, it dates back to the
dark days of the SAVAK atrocities
of the 1960s-70s, when SAVAK
henchmen, trained by Israel for
the newest ways of torture, com-
mitted grisly crimes against dissi-
dents and anyone who dared utter
the slightest political criticism.

Pahlavi’s trip to Israel comes at
a time when both sides are feeling
isolated due to Iran’s success in
putting an end to the unrest and
patching up diplomatic relations

with its immediate neighbors.

Iran grappled with a months-
long wave of unrest that started
in September 2022 after the death
of Mahsa Amini. But the unrest
faded away, leaving Pahlavi and
his clique of dreamers in a bind.
Pahlavi and his supporters propa-
gated numerous calls for protests
but the Iranian people were smart
enough to avoid falling for the fan-
tasies of Pahlavi, who is anachro-

nistically trying to bamboozle the
Iranian people into eating their
coagulated vomit.

Facing the people’s rejection,
Pahlavi turned to the cantanker-
ous Iranian opposition in the false
hope of keeping the flame of un-
rest burning. But mixing frying
oil and water is easier than, for
instance, getting the MKO terror-
ists to hop on the Pahlavi bus. Thus
Pahlavi turned to Israel.

But Israel is no rescuer. It has
been facing over the last months
the double whammy of protests
at home and increasing isolation
abroad. The recent agreement be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia deliv-
ered a major blow to Israel’s plan
for a regional coalition against
Tehran. And it also deprived Pahla-
vi and his minions of possible Sau-
di windfalls.

Some pundits believe that the
Iran-Saudi deal could have a nega-
tive impact on the Iranian opposi-
tion which has long been accused
of being on the Saudi payroll. In
this regard, they refer to the pos-
sible cutoff of Saudi funds for the
Iran International news channel.
There are speculations that the
station may have been handed to
Israel. The interview Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin  Netanyahu
gave to Iran International recent-
ly, the argument goes, amounted
to an announcement of an Israeli
takeover of the channel.

And with the Pahlavi visit, Isra-
el’s acquisition appears to include
the entire opposition. This gives
substance to Iranian statements
that the unrest was first and fore-
most a foreign work.

In Israel, Pahlavi will meet with
Israeli Intelligence Minister Gila
Gamliel, another indication that
the trip is a working visit.

Iran, Saudi to reopen embassies before May 9 dlplomat

Frome Page 1 » He added, “We were and are
hosting the Saudi delegation, this delegation
visited their embassy in Tehran, and they left for
Mashhad on Friday and visited their consulate
general in this city. According to what we know,
they will return to Riyadh and subsequently an-
other delegation from Saudi Arabia will leave for
Iran to discuss how to reopen the Saudi embassy
and consulate general. The same has been done
on the Iranian side. On the Wednesday of last
week, two delegations from the Islamic Republic
of Iran left for Saudi Arabia. The head of our dele-
gation, Mr. Zarnagar, met with the Deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia for protocol
affairs, which was a very good and constructive
meeting, and good implementation agreements
were made in that meeting. Accordingly, we have
started our activity in Saudi Arabia at the embas-
sy and consulate general to repair and prepare
for reopening”

Enayati said, “Currently, the resumption of
relations has been announced and we are look-
ing for the start of the embassy activities and
we hope to be able to reopen the embassy and
consulate general of Iran in the predicted time,
before May 9, which was the time limit of two
months that has been taken into consideration.
Of course, due to the fact that it coincides with
the Hajj days and the beginning of the Hajj days,
our effortis to do the work before that time be-
cause the activities of the consulate general
and the Iranian embassy will definitely be use-
ful to facilitate the affairs of the pilgrims”

He also pointed out that a new meeting of
foreign ministers is on the agenda of Iran and
Saudi Arabia, and “we hope that these meet-
ings will take place in the near future.”

Responding to a question on whether Iran

and Saudi Arabia have nominated ambassa-
dors, Enayati said, “This issue is a fundamental
issue, in the sense that when the agreement
was reached, the agreement on the departure
of the ambassadors of the two countries to
each other’s capitals was emphasized by the
parties, and this will definitely be done, but this
issue needs to go through processes in an ex-
ecutive form. This work is on the agenda of two
countries, Iran and Saudi Arabia”

According to Enayati, Tehran and Riyadh have
yet to name ambassadors.

Commenting on the launch of direct flights to
and from Tehran and Riyadh, Enayati said, “We
have an air transport agreement between Iran
and Saudi Arabia, which is in force, and it was
based on this agreement that flights between
Iran and Saudi Arabia took place between Jed-
dah, Tehran, and Mashhad. In these talks, that
agreement was emphasized, and due to the im-
plementation of that agreement, the technical
teams from the aviation organizations of both
Iran and Saudi Arabia will sit together and dis-
cuss the establishment of these flights. What |
imagine in terms of time conditions may be that
the start of flights may be postponed until after
the days of Hajj and the reduction of Hajj traffic.”

As regards the potential exchange of visits
between Iran and Saudi Arabia by their foreign
ministers, the official noted, “The exact time
has not been determined yet. Also, no agree-
ment has yet been reached on which of the
foreign ministries of the two countries will visit
the other country first, but it seems that this
action is on the agenda of both Iran and Saudi
Arabia and will be done in the near future.”

Regarding the travel plan of the Iranian Min-
ister of Economy and Finance or at a higher level

to Saudl Arabia, Enayati said, “In the Jomt state-
mentissued between Iran and Saudi Arabia, the
exchange of meetings between government
officials and the private sector is emphasized,
and that the government sector will include all
ministers and government organizations. and
this action will take place in the framework of
the activation of relations”

He continued, “When we talk about the re-
sumption of relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia, it should be translated into reality, and
it is by making such trips that the relationship
is realized and turns from a nominal state to a
real state, so we encourage such meetings in
the public and private sector. And we welcome
the visit of Saudi Arabian officials in both public
and private sectors.”

The diplomat stated, “The visit of the Minis-
ter of Economy and Finance takes place with-
in the framework of the Islamic Development
Bank and is a regional summit, and there may
be an opportunity to have a bilateral meeting or
bilateral meetings with the Saudi parties.”

He went on to say that the Iran-Saudi agree-
ment can foster endogenous security in the re-
gion and has a positive impact on the security
of the region’s countries.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Al-Quds Day is the guarantor of Palestine’s freedom

Frome Page 1 » As a religious
scholar and mujtahid, he an-
nounced the commemoration of
the Day of Al-Quds, looking at the
circumstances and events, and
told his followers that the Day of
Al-Quds is the hope for the op-
pressed people of Palestine. It is
a day to stand up against oppres-
sion and oppressors, and who-
ever does not observe this day
is serving imperialism and is an
agent of western regimes.

That is, Imam Khomeini also
knew that when he issued this
order to his followers, the anti-Is-
lamic and anti-Palestinian forces
would certainly end this day or stop
its effects in the future.

Therefore, Imam Khomeini has
already made it clear that if any-
thing against the Al-Quds Day
is seen from inside or outside, it
means that, this is the language of
hostile forces. It is the language of
anti-Islam powers.

We see that even in the occupied
territories of Palestine, the last Fri-
day of Ramadan is celebrated un-
der the title of Al-Quds Day.

From the mosques of Occupied
Palestine, where the importance
of Al-Quds Day is explained in the
sermons, it has been seen that
the Christian community and the
church also talk about Al-Quds Day
in the weekly religious services,
that is, Al-Quds Day among the
Palestinian Arabs in Occupied Pal-
estine. Itis avery important day.

The inhabitants of Palestine,
whether they are Christians or
Muslims, celebrate the last Friday
of Ramadan as the Day of Al-Quds.

After the Friday prayer gather-
ing in Al-Quds Sharif, the series of
rallies starts, which is always. It is
ongoing. This time too, large-scale
preparations are underway in Oc-
cupied Palestine to celebrate Al-
Quds Day.

Likewise, the Palestinians living
in the Gaza Strip are not behind the
Muslims of the world and here too,
Al-Quds Day is celebrated with en-
thusiasm.

As far as the other countries
of the world are concerned, in
almost all the countries of the
world, whether they are Arabic or

non-Arabic countries, the gather-
ings of the Al-Quds Day are held in
all places. The Quds Day is a day to
awakened the people of the whole
world to support the oppressed
Palestinians and restore the first
Qibla of Jerusalem, but at the same
time, it has practically united the
Muslims and Muslim nations living
around the world to the point that
all mutual unity and we are united
for the liberation of Palestine and
the recovery of the first Qibla.

It can be said that lmam Khomei-
ni's philosophy of celebrating the
Day of Al-Quds presented to the
world, this philosophy has connect-
ed the Muslim nations of the world.
It has created such an atmosphere
of unity and love that America and
Israel are afraid of.

The defeat of America and its
followers is actually the unity of
the Muslim nations, and especially
if this unity is for the recovery of
Al-Agsa Mosque, it will definitely
lead to the failure of all the conspir-
acies of America and Israel.

This year, Al-Quds Day is hap-
pening in such a situation that on
one hand, the illegitimate Zionist

government is busy counting its
last breaths, on the other hand, the
Islamic resistance is on the path of
development and strength.

The mutual alliance of Hamas,
Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad is
causing chaos in the ranks of the
enemy. Israel is rapidly moving to-
wards its last days, the journey of
annihilation.

On the one hand, the act of resis-
tance is multiplying, on the other
hand, the mutual riots of the Zion-
ist settlers from within have put a
nail in the Zionist coffin.

This year’s Al-Quds Day should
resonate with the slogans of dis-
approval of Israel, this slogan is
constantly echoing in Pakistan that
Israel is a usurper and an illegiti-
mate state and Pakistan will not
recognize it.

There was a single echo that Is-
rael is not accepted.

This is the message of the Day of
Al-Quds.

By Dr Sabir Abu Maryam
Secretary General
Palestine Foundation Pakistan
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Iranian woman
Hesamifard reaches
Annapurna peak

TEHRAN - Iranian woman climber Afsaneh
Hesamifard made it to the top of Nepals
Annapurna peak on Sunday.

She reached the 8,091-metre (26,545-foot)
Annapurna summit to become the first Iranian
woman to peak the mountain.

Hesamifard has previously conquered Mount
Everest and K2.

Annapurna is a mountain situated in the
Annapurna mountain range of Gandaki Province,
north-central Nepal.

It is the tenth highest mountain in the world at
8,091 meters above sea level and is well known
for the difficulty and danger involved in its ascent.

Along with K2 and Nanga Parbat, Annapurna has
consistently ranked as one of the most dangerous of
the principal eight-thousander summits.

Climbers killed on the peak include Britons
lan Clough in 1970 and Alex Macintyre in 1982,
Frenchman Pierre Bighin [fr] in 1992, Kazakh Russian
Anatoli Boukreev in 1997, Spaniard liaki Ochoa in
2008,[21] and Korean Park Young-seok in 2011.

Iran futsal defeat
Uzbekistan:
friendly

TEHRAN - Iran national futsal team defeated
Uzbekistan 5-3 in a friendly match Sunday night.

In the match held in Tehran fs Dastgerdi Hall,
Saeid Ahmad Abbasi (two goals), Mehdi Karimi
(two goals) and Hossein Tayyebi were on target
for Team Melli.

Iran will meet Uzbekistan once again on
Tuesday.

Iran, headed by Vahid Shamsaei, finished
runners-up in the 2022 AFC Futsal Asian Cup held
in Kuwait in October.

Marseille and AC
Milan interested
in Taremi

TEHRAN - Iranian forward Mehdi Taremi is on
theradar of Olympique de Marseille, French media
has reported.

[ranian international Mehdi Taremi, of whom
Chancel Mbemba speaks very highly of, is in the
sights of OM who want to strengthen in attack,
the French website  elequotidiendusport f
reported.

A prolific goalscorer, he has scored 77 goals
in 142 games since joining La Liga Sagrones, the
source added.

Taremi is also reportedly in the sights of AC
Milan, Arsenal, and Al-Hilal, it added.

Taremi, who plays for FC Porto, was selected
as the best player in Portugal fs League for the
months of November and December 2022.

Bayer Leverkusen
hail Sardar
Azmoun

TEHRAN - Bayer Leverkusen praised the
performance of its Iranian striker Sardar Azmoun
in recent matches and named him as a luxury
substitute for the team.

Hailing the Iranian striker’s performance, Bayer
Leverkusen’s Twitter page described Sardar
as Bayer’s “luxury substitute,” writing: “Sardar
Azmoon has been a key player in the last three

matches since entering the field”.

Earlier, Bayer Leverkusen defeated Eintracht
Frankfurt 3-1 in the Bundesliga and Iran fs
foothaller Sardar Azmoun found the back of
the net in the 95th minute of the match against
Eintracht Frankfurt.

Iran national foothall team forward joined
Leverkusen from Russian outfit Zenit St
Petershurg a year ago.

Dubbed the “Iranian Lionel Messi”, Azmoun

was born in Gonbad Kavus, Golestan Province, in
northern Iran on January first, 1995.
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Iran aiming to
competein 30
sports at Asian
Games: official

TEHRAN - Iran will be looking to field athletes
in 30 different sports during this year’s Asian
Games in Hangzhou, it has been revealed.

Manaf Hashemi, secretary general of the
National Olympic Committee of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (NOCIRI), spoke on the topic
during an Executive Board meeting in Tehran.

The total is the same number of sports Iran
competed in at the last Asian Games in Jakarta-
Palembang and more than the 24 they took part
in at Incheon 2014.

There are due to be 482 medal events in 40
sports at this year's Games in the Chinese city,
which are held a year late between September 23
and October 8 following postponement in 2022
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘The initial registration for the Hangzhou Asian
Games is 30 sports and we have until June to
make changes, either increase or decrease the
squad, Hashemi said.

‘We have held more than 30 meetings with
federations, but considering the heavy expenses
we cannot send all as in previous years.

The NOCIRI Executive Board reviewed its
representation on the Olympic Council of Asia
(OCA), where they proposed new individuals to
be included in a number of OCA Committees
at the General Assembly due to be held in
Bangkok on July 8.

‘We are trying to have 12 members as
representatives in the Olympic Council of Asia,
Hashemi said.

‘Some previous colleagues will be put
forward again while some new individuals will
also be suggested!

Hashemi also pondered upon the hiring
of foreign coaches, where he said that ‘our
preference is to use local coaches, but in some
sports it is necessary to be on par with other
countries and we will look at hiring foreign
coaches!

At the 2018 Asian Games, Iran finished sixth
inthe medal table, claiming 20 golds, 20 silvers
and 22 bronzes.

Iran’s best performance was in 1974 when
Tehran hosted the Games and they won a
total of 81 medals, including 36 gold, to finish
second overall.

The country’s best performance in a foreign
Games was at Incheon 2014 when they won 57
medals, including 21 gold, to finish fifth.

Hossein Vafaei to
meet O’Sullivan
at Crucible second
round

TEHRAN - Hossein Vafaei, the flag-bearer
for Iranian snooker, won a match at the Crucible
for the first time with a 10-6 victory over Ding
Junhui in the opening round of the Cazoo World
Championship.

Vafaei will face Ronnie O’Sullivan in the second
round, over three days on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, and added spice to the fixture by stoking
up rivalry between the pair.

‘Ronnie O'Sullivan is such a legend, such
a good player when he fs on the table, h said
Vafaei. ‘He fs just such a nice person cwhen
he fs asleep.

World number 23 Vafaei, by far the best
ever player from Iran, became the first player
from his country to compete at the Crucible
last year, losing to Judd Trump. The 28-year-
old has now gone one step further thanks to
a tremendous display against three-time UK
Champion Ding, making two centuries and six
more breaks over 50.

‘Ronnie was my hero, h said the 2022 Shoot Out
champion. gl could never see myself beating him.
When | beat him 5-0, | was a little bit sad, but on
another side happy because | showed | can play.
He will remember that, 100 per cent. Play like a
man. Don ft play mind games or smash the balls
and disrespect me, when 70 million or 80 million
people are watching me in Iran. Now he is my
opponent. This is life. | have to stand up in front of
him if | want to be World Champion.
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1,700 tons of honey produced in
Kohgiluyeh Boyer-Ahmad in a year

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial
official, 1,700 tons of honey was produced
in Kohgiluyeh Boyer-Ahmad province during
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

Reza Behnam-Pour, the deputy director
of livestock production improvement of the
province’s Agriculture Department, said that
this amount of honey was produced in 2,700
bee farms in the province.

He also announced that last year, 333 kg
of royal jelly cream, 12,000 kg of pollen, and
53,000 kg of wax were produced in different
regions of this province.

According to the last census conducted
in the previous year, there are more than
213183 bee colonies in different regions of
the province, the official stated and added
that currently, 3,700 people are working in
the beekeeping industry of Kohgiluyeh Boyer-
Ahmad.

According to the latest census of the
country’s apiaries by the Agriculture Ministry,
the production of honey is 136,000 tons in
the country, a board member of the Iran
Beekeepers Association announced.

Mohammad Fekri said that with producing
30,000 tons of honey per annum, West
Azarbaijan province supplies more than 22
percent of the country’s annual honey, East
Azarbaijan, Fars, Ardebil and Kermanshah
provinces come next, and about 43 percent of
the honey is produced in other provinces.

As stated by the chairman of the Animal
Science Research Institute of Iran (ASRI),
Iran ranks third in the world in the number of
apiaries.

Mokhtar Mohajer also said that Iran’s rank
in honey production is changing and moving
between fourth and sixth place in the world.

Based on the data released by the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), Iran is the third-largest producer of
honey in the world.

Sobhanian selected as new head of Tax

Administration

TEHRAN- Mohammad-Hadi  Sobhanian
was selected as the new head of the Iranian
National Tax Administration (INTA) in a
cabinet meeting on Sunday evening.

Sobhanian, who was previously the deputy
minister of finance and economic affairs,
was proposed to the cabinet by Finance and

Economic Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi
as the new head of the INTA.

He replaced Davoud Manzour, who was
appointed by the president as the new head
of Planning and Budget Organization (PBO)
on Sunday.

Manzour appointed as new PBO head

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
appointed Davoud Manzour as the new head
of Planning and Budget Organization (PBO).

Manzour, who was previously the head of
Iranian National Tax Administration (INTA),

replaced Masoud Mir-Kazemi.

In a decree to appoint Manzour to the
new post, the president mentioned revising
the structure of the country’s budgeting
system with emphasis on actualizing revenue
sources, managing expenditures and solving
the budget deficit problem, transforming the
country’s planning system in order to realize
progress combined with justice, holding
continuous meetings of the Economic Council,
and redefining the role of the PBO as his most
important expectations from the Planning
and Budget Organization.

TEDPIX up 14,000 points on Monday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 14,219 points to
2.289 million on Monday.

As reported, over 21.844 billion securities
worth 154725 trillion rials (about $368.3
million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

In late October 2022, Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) unveiled a
comprehensive support package to encourage
activities in the capital market as shareholders
were getting reluctant to invest in the market.

As announced by the SEQ Office of Public
Relations, one of the major measures
considered in this package is the insurance of
shareholders’ capital and dividends over the
current year.

The comprehensive support package of
the capital market, which was designed in
late October and has been reviewed by the
country’s economic authorities, was put in
effect since October 29.

Insuring the shares of real entities up to

one billion rials (about $3,450) per person,
issuing subordinated warrants on shares
of fixed income funds up to 400 trillion
rials (about $1.38 billion), injecting new
resources into the market by sovereign
funds to buy shares, depositing up to 50
trillion rials (about $172 million) of the
resources approved in the national budget
bill for the Capital Market Development and
Stabilization Fund, as well as direct and
continuous coordination, supervision and
monitoring of the legal entities active in the
capital market, including companies and
semi-governmental financial institutions,
pension funds and wmilitary institutions
are among the measures considered in the
mentioned support package.

The package also stresses cooperation
between the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) and the
Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs to
manage the interest rates.

Increasing SEQ’s direct investment in
Capital Market Development and Stabilization
Fund, limiting the activities of marketers, and
suspending the underwriting of securities and
initial offerings until further notice, are also
among the issues considered in SEQ’s support
package.

‘Directing liquidity towards capital
market to materialize slogan of year’

TEHRAN- A capital market
expert stated that directing
liquidity towards the capital
market will be one of the best
solutions to materialize this
year’s slogan and control liquidity
and reduce inflation, and said
strengthening the capital market
to finance companies will greatly
boost production.

The current Iranian calendar
year 1402 (began on March 21)

is named “Inflation Control,
Production Growth”.
While emphasizing the

potential of the capital market to
realize this year’s slogan, Mohsen
Abbaslou said: “The year 1402
has been named by the Leader
as the year of Inflation Control,
Production Growth and without a
doubt, directing liquidity towards
the capital market is one of the

best ways to control liquidity and
reduce inflation.”

In addition, the strengthening
of the capital market will also
help the financing of companies

and facilitating the financing of
manufacturing companies will
itself lead to the prosperity of
production because the capital
market is the only market that will

not cause inflation when liquidity
enters it; while, the entrance
of liquidity into the commodity,
currency, car and housing
markets leads to the escalation of
inflation, the expert said, adding,
“Of course, directing liquidity to
the capital market and controlling
this liquidity will depend on
strengthening investors’ trust in
this market and stability in rules
and regulations and decisions”.

According to Abbaslou, the
capital market is a transparent
market and the capacities of this
market can be used to increase
transparency in other areas
as well. The most appropriate
way to eliminate rent-seeking,
brokerage, and corruption, and
increase transparency in the
markets is to use the capacities
of the commodity exchange.

Tehran to host 14th Iran Petrochemical Forum on May 1-2

from page 1 » ( five leading economies:
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa) with the aim of examining the future
cooperation of the Iranian petrochemical
industry in the markets of the BRICS member
countries, highlighting that for the first time,
member countries of the BRICS group will
attend the international conference of the
Iranian petrochemical industry.

Other important event of this conference
is the holding of special meetings with the
presence of ambassadors and political and
commercial representatives of Iran in order to
examine the development of energy diplomacy,
empowering the petrochemical industry with

the aim of preventing crude sales (selling final
products instead), and self-sufficiency in this
industry, the NPC director further noted.

The petrochemical industry plays a
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy, as
petrochemical export is the second-largest
source of revenue for the country after crude
oil. Petrochemical exports already constitute
nearly 33 percent of the country’s non-oil
exports.

According to NPC Managing Director
Morteza Shahmirzaei, the petrochemical
industry is a value and job-creating industry,
which has no risk.

The official has stated that currently, the
petrochemical sector has the highest added
value in the oil industry chain.

He has announced that marketing Iran’s
petrochemical products throughout the
world is on the agenda of the NPC’s activity,
and mentioned completing the production
value chain as another major program of the
company.

“As we have previously announced, we will
fully provide all the capacity of the National
Petrochemical Company to the private sector
and investors so that the plan to complete the
value chain of the petrochemical industry will
be realized” he noted.

Commodities worth over $599m traded at IME in a week

TEHRAN- During the past
Iranian calendar week (ended
on Friday), Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME) witnessed trade
of 2,664,651 tons of commodities
with a total trading value of more
than $599 million on its physical
market.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International
Affairs Department, the
exchange saw on its metals and
minerals trading floor trade of
2,214941 tons of commodities
valued at more than $376 million.

On this floor the IME sold

1,283,861 tons of cement,
429,000 tons of iron ore, 339,870

tons of steel, 132,600 tons of
sponge iron, 26,800 tons of
zinc, 6,550 tons of copper, 6,400
tons of aluminum, 200 tons of
molybdenum concentrate and
60 tons of precious metals
concentrate.

Furthermore, the IME
witnessed on both domestic
and export rings of its oil and
petrochemical trading floor
437421 tons of commodities
worth nearly $220 million.

Commodities traded on this
floor included 123,000 tons of
vacuum bottom, 105,591 tons
of bitumen, 103,996 tons of
polymeric products, 45,494 tons
of chemicals, 43,000 tons of lube
cut, 9,900 tons of sulfur, 5196
tons of base oil, 1,014 tons of
petroleum products, 240 tons of
gas feedstocks and 150 tons of
insulation.

The IME also traded within
the same week 12,290 tons of
commodities on its side market.

As previously reported, IME

witnessed trade of 11781118
tons of commodities and 11,265
vehicles with a total trading
value of almost $4 billion during
the past Iranian calendar month
Esfand (the last month of the
previous Iranian calendar year),
registering growth of 163
percent in value and 13.3 percent
in volume of trades compared
with the month before that.

The exchange saw on both
domestic and export pits of its
oil and petrochemical trading
floor, trade of 1,649,866 tons
of commodities valued at more
than $1billion.

The IME’s customers
purchased on this floor 527194
tons of bitumen, 428160 tons
of polymeric products, 334,000
tons of vacuum bottom, 159,000
tons of lube cut, 146,843 tons of
chemicals, 38,900 tons of sulfur,
14,821 tons of oil 5,272 tons of
petroleum products, 890 tons of
gas feedstocks and 800 tons of
insulation.

Moreover, the exchange saw
trade of 9,809,448 tons of
commodities and 11,265 vehicles
worth nearly $3 billion on its
metals and minerals trading
floor.

Items traded on this floor
included 4,496,923 tons of
cement, 3,251,000 tons of iron
ore, 1605401 tons of steel,
392,100 tons of sponge iron,
238100 tons of zinc, 39,675
tons of aluminum, 29,355 tons
of copper, 1,500 tons of cast
iron, 1,090 tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 48 tons of precious
metals concentrate and 29 kg of
gold bars.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
321,804 tons of commodities.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the other
three markets are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and
Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX).

Capacity of Iran’s renewable power plants rises

TEHRAN - The capacity of Iran’s renewable
power plants has increased by 0.9 percent in
the last month of the past Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20).

As reported, the total capacity of the
country’s renewable power plants reached
1,038.03 megawatts (MW) by March 20.

The total capacity of the country’s wind
power plants stood at 354.89 MW, while the
solar farms’ capacity reached 449.55 MW.

Hydroelectric power plants also reached the
capacity of 100.78 MW by March 20, while the
capacity of biomass power plants stood at 12.5
MW.

Iranian Energy Ministry has put it on the
agendatoadd 10,000 MW to the capacity of the
country’s renewable power plants by the end
of the current government’s administration
(August 2025).

Considering the fact that the country’s
renewable power generation capacity stood at
about 800 MW when the current government
took office in August 2021, the mentioned
increase in renewable energy capacity would
mean a 13-fold rise.

Back in January 2022, the Energy Ministry
and some of the country’s private contractors
signed memorandums of understanding
(MOU) for cooperation in the construction

0.9% in a month

of new renewable power plants across the
country.

Two weeks ago, the head of Iran’s Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization
(SATBA) announced the construction of
110,000 solar power plants with a capacity of
five kilowatts (KW) for low-income groups in
the current Iranian calendar year (began on
March 21).

Mahmoud Kamani also announced that the
tender for the construction of solar power
plants with a capacity of 2,200 megawatts,
left over from the plan for the construction
of solar power plants with 4,000 megawatts
capacity in the past year, will be also held this
year.

Regarding the follow-up of the construction
of renewable power plants in the new year, the
official said that a plan for the construction
of renewable power plants was announced
by the minister of energy at the beginning
of the 13th government, and in 1401 (past
[ranian year), the necessary preparations for
the implementation of this plan have been
followed up and some measures have been
taken in this due.

In early February, the official announced
that the capacity of Iran’s renewable power
plants reached 1,020 megawatts (MW) with

the 10-MW Pasargad Solar Farm of Damghan
coming into operation.

Making the remarks on the sidelines of
inaugurating the mentioned solar farms in
Damghan County, in central Semnan province,
Kamani said: “This power plant has a special
feature as it can generate electricity from the
reflection of sunlight. This feature makes its
generation efficiency higher, which means it
will have a 40-percent increase in efficiency”.

“It is hoped that by setting up other
renewable power plants, we will soon be able
to implement the 10,000-MW renewable
power plant program”, the head of SATBA
stated.

Renewables, including hydropower, account
for nearly seven percent of the country’s total
energy generation, versus natural gas’ 90
percent share.



_ American cinema and the country
itself are violent, cinema expert says

‘Far-right extremism has found a stable foothold in the legal system’

From page 1 » “American
cinema is violent, sure, but
America itself, it seems to me,
is violence,” Anthony Ballas, an
American cinema expert, tells
Tehran Times.

Over the weekend, two
people were killed and four
others injured in a shooting at
Chickasaw Park in Louisville,
Kentucky. This came less than a
week after a mass shooting at
a bank in the same city left five
people dead.

While there are a lot of factors
that contribute to the issue of
mass shootings and spread of
extremism in the United States,
some experts argue that the
country itself is violent.

Anthony Ballas, an adjunct
instructor who currently teaches
composition and rhetoric at the
University of Colorado at Denver,
highlights the need for increased
scrutiny of social media with
regards to the threat of right-
wing extremism.

Far-right  extremism has
found a stable foothold in the
legal system, making it difficult
to prevent individual acts of gun
violence, Ballas notes.

The interview with Ballas, who
also teaches philosophy and
social sciences at Northern New
Mexico College, explores how
politicians and lawmakers have
responded to mass shootings
and what measures can be
taken to prevent individuals who
hold far-right extremist beliefs
from committing acts of mass
shootings.

Following is the text of the
interview:

How do you view the role
of media and cinema in
contributing to the issue of
mass shootings and the spread
of extremism in the United
States? What actions do you
believe should be taken to
address this issue, if any?

Well, in terms of cinema, |
have actually been interviewed
on this subject before, so |
would recommend readers take
a look at some of my earlier
interviews for the Tehran Times
and elsewhere. But let me say
briefly that cinema and media

in general — including social
media — ought to be directly
implicated in this problem,

though perhaps not in the way
some might readily assume. It
is not insignificant that so many
of these mass shootings have
been live streamed on Facebook
or “Meta,” Instagram, Twitch and
other social media platforms.
We saw this, for instance, with
the recent mass shooting at
the bank in Louisville, Kentucky,
or the white supremacist terror
attack at a supermarket in
Buffalo, New York just under one

year ago. And the list goes on
from there.

Although | think many assume
that violent cinema simply
influences a violent culture,
| don’t tend to think it's that
simple necessarily. In fact, | think
it's quite clearly the other way
around. Many point their fingers
at video games, television
and cinema while they should
probably pay more attention to
what’s flashing before their eyes
in the news media, and the fact
that the United States has been
continually at war for decades
— for the entirety of my lifetime
at least, though certainly longer.
Imagine one giant, continuous,
cinematic tracking shot — like
the famous 15 minute one from
Children of Men, or the movie
1917 — chronicling the unbroken
history of American imperialism
playing out on screen media.
Well, this really isn't that
abstract of a thought.

Cinema is certainly entangled
with gun violence, as both share
roots in the racist history of the
United States. Itis probably cliché
at this point to even mention
Western films, John Wayne and
so on, the well known genre
depicting quite unapologetically
and unabashedly the horrors of
settler colonialism and white
supremacy. American cinema is
violent, sure, but America itself,
it seems to me, is violence.

In terms of the actions we
might take to address this issue,
well, | don't think we should
simply be blaming screen media
for the problems we face. This
seems reactionary. | think we
need to address the issue of gun
violence and mass shootings
from the ideological and political
roots of these problems, so
perhaps starting with an
analysis of white supremacist
terror, the ethos and logic of
settler colonialism, and the
war machine — including the
weapons lobby and the fact
that there are more guns in
the United States than there
are people — is a good place to
begin.

Lastly, let me just say that
social media deserves increased
scrutiny with regard to the
threat of right wing extremism.
The MAGA movement, Trump
and his white supremacist,
libertarian band of followers
certainly have a presence on
the internet, and many social
media sites have functioned
like digital recruitment centers
for the far right. We should pay
attention to the fact as well that
with Elon Musk’s acquisition of
Twitter we can probably expect it
to become a recruitment site as
well as a platform for right wing
propaganda, as we saw with his
recent re-platforming of fascist

figures like Kanye West, Nick
Fuentes and others.

Some mass shooters have
been found to hold far-right or
white supremacist beliefs. How
does thisideology contribute to
the problem of mass shootings
in the United States? How have
politicians and lawmakers
responded to mass shootings
carried out by individuals
with far-right beliefs? What
measures can be taken to
prevent individuals who hold
these beliefs from committing
acts of mass violence?

In most cases, lawmakers and
politicians have been ineffectual
when it comes to mass
shootings. There has been some
legislation passed enhancing
background checks for the
purchase of weapons, increased
mental health resources for
communities impacted by gun
violence and so on. Biden of
course signed an executive order
for reducing gun violence. But of
course none of this really speaks
to the ideological issue of right
wing and white supremacist
terrorism that you bring up here,
which | think can’t simply be
prevented by way of executive
order or legal reform.

It's been a little over two years
since Donald Trump’s attempted
coup on January 6,2021, in which
we saw his far-right foot soldiers
storm the Capitol building in
Washington, D.C. | don't want
to overstate it, but | think it's
important that we've seen
some of these far-right militias
prosecuted and convicted for
their role in January 6, such as
certain members of the so-called
Proud Boys, Stewart Rhodes of
the Oathkeepers and others. At
the very least this may dissuade
far right extremists from
committing political violence —
though | have to admit | am not
fully convinced of or committed
to this position.

One major problem is that far
right extremism does not only
manifest in the form of lone
gunmen committing acts of
terrorism but has found a stable
foothold in the legal system:
in Ron DeSantis’'s Florida, for
instance, or the overwhelmingly
conservative Supreme Court and
elsewhere. (And with the recent
revelations  about  Clarence
Thomas’s financial ties to the
Hitler enthusiast Harlan Crow,
can we really be that surprised?
Not to mention his spouse
Ginni's role in plotting the
coup of January 6). Preventing
individual acts of gun violence
seems, at this point, to be nearly
impossible. Every now and then
you'll hear of a state or city
security apparatus intervening
and potentially stopping a mass
shooting from taking place,

such was the case of William
Whitworth recently in Colorado
Springs for instance. But recall
too that the Colorado Springs
nightclub mass shooting in 2022
was motivated by Anti-LGBTQ+,
Transphobic, and  Christian
nationalist, fascist ideology.

We are seeing right wing
ideology  motivating  mass
shootings or attempted mass
shootings for a variety of
reasons; election denial, QAnon,
support for Trump, anti-Black
Lives Matter, COVID denial,
antisemitism, anti-immigration,
Accelerationism, and on and
on. But right wing extremism
is a political and ideological
front in the United States (and
abroad | should add), and thus
tackling the issue as being
rooted in individual acts of
terrorism is myopic. To combat
this front realistically, we need
to tackle right wing extremism
in all of its guises through
electoral politics, activism, and
through local, national and
even international coalitions.
We need to understand it as a
broad-based ideological system
that has snaked around the
globe, from Washington to
Brazil, to Hungary and so on.
We really can’t take the problem
of neo-fascism in a piecemeal
manner, nor can we solely
rely on the glacial pace of the
reform model. We need to build a
strong, capable center-left, anti-
fascist, anti-white supremacist
coalition.

There have been debates
on the role of gun control
to prevent mass shootings.
In your opinion, what
policies or measures could
be implemented to better
regulate firearms and prevent
mass shootings? What are
the primary obstacles in gun
control policies?

One primary obstacle is surely
the second amendment of the
U.S. Constitution, which enables
the libertarian, right wing
gun culture that | mentioned
previously. The history of the
second amendment makes this
clear. Who was granted the right
to bear arms? Well, it certainly
wasn't the dispossessed
Indigenous  populations, or
the enslaved Africans. Carol
Anderson, a professor of African
American Studies at Emory,
published a book entitled
The Second: Race and Guns
in a Fatally Unequal America
detailing this history.

Certainly, regulating and
making it more difficult to access
firearms, including enhanced
background and mental health
checks and so on, are needed.
Intervention through red flag
laws, too, though | am always
skeptical of measures that put
more power in the hands of law
enforcement.

As | already mentioned, there
are more firearms in the United
States of America than there
are people — and the COVID
pandemic that introduced a
million  preventable deaths
only further augmented this
sobering statistic. At this point
we have to be in favor of even
the most modest gun control
reform efforts it seems, while
simultaneously pressing
lawmakers for more robust
legislation across the board.
(see full text at tehrantimes.com)

Tired and angry Europe: From Prague to Paris

From page 1 » Police did not give estimates
of the size of the protest named “Czechia
against poverty”.

The protest, like a similar one in March, was
organized by non-parliamentary political
party PRO, which has criticized the centre-

right government of Prime Minister Petr
Fiala for its handling of the energy crisis that
has hit Europe since the start of the Ukraine
war more than a year ago, Reuters reported.

In recent days, Paris also witnessed
massive demonstrations against Emannuel

Macron’s policies.

Mass protests broke out in the country
in recent weeks in response to Macron’s
controversial decision to push a bill through
Parliament increasing the retirement age by
two years to 64.
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UK strike action may head to
“uncharted territory”

From page 1 » The Office for National
Statistics says the UK economy saw no
growth in February after being hit by the
detrimental effects of strikes by a wide array
of public sector workers.

Members of the Royal College of Nursing
(RCN) are now set to walk out again after
they rejected the latest government pay
offer, which the union described as a
“bribe”. It is another major setback for the
government and the country’s National
Health Service, the NHS.

For the first time, the RCN’s strike
will involve staff working in emergency
departments, intensive care units,
cancer care and other services who did
not previously participate on the picket
line.

According to media reports, junior
doctors want future walkouts to
be coordinated with strikes by the
RCN, something that health officials
have warned will be “reckless and
dangerous”.

This comes as a 96-hour walkout staged
by junior doctors has just come to an end.
The next round-the-clock 48-hour RCN
strike will kick off from 8pm on 30 April to
8pm on 2 May.

And the junior doctors may be set to join
hands with the RCN and take coordinated
strike action together, something that has
further alarmed Downing Street.

In a letter to the government Health
Secretary Steve Barclay, the RCN General
Secretary Pat Cullen Steve Barclay said
“until there is a significantly improved
offer, we are forced back to the picket
line.”

The deputy chief executive of the NHS
Providers Saffron Cordery warned that the
government had to act by saying “it feels
like a really ugly situation to say we are
going to have strikes now until Christmas.
Wereally,desperately need the government
to come to the table, alongside the unions
coming to the table, to sort this out”

This is while Wes Streeting, the main
opposition Labour party’s shadow health
secretary, condemned Barclay for penning a
newspaper article expressing concern over
patient safety, saying the government’s
health secretary was acting “as if he’s some
kind of commentator or observer”.

“Newsflash, Steve Barclay: you are the
health secretary, with both the power and
the responsibility to resolve these disputes,
and as for the prime minister, | mean, he
doesn’t bother to show up in this discussion
atall”

RCN chief Pat Cullen has defended
the latest strike action arguing “this
government can’t say on the one hand we
value nurses so much that they shouldn’t
go on strike, and then we don’t value them
enough to pay them. That's why we're in
the crisis we're in”

Cullen added the government offer was
“neither fair nor reasonable” with the “bribe”
of a one-off payment unlikely to fix long-
term problems.

Patricia Marquis, the RCN’s England
director, said that the union would have
to consider coordinated strike action with
junior doctors.

Hartley, the chief executive of NHS
Providers, said the impact of the junior
doctors’ strike was still being calculated.
The chances of coordinated strikes between
nurses and junior doctors would “present
enormous challenges”, he said.

“Junior doctors and nurses are incredibly
important; theyre central, pivotal, to the
delivery of care across all sectors — hospitals,
community services, mental health services.

“So obviously the prospect of both groups
being out at the same time would present
enormous challenges to the service and
that would be really, really the most difficult
challenge | think we've faced yet, if we were
to have to deal with that scenario.”

Hartley added that a coordinated strike
would be “completely unprecedented”.

“We would be in uncharted territory,”
he told Sky News. “It would be even more
challenging to plan for, manage and mitigate
allthe enormous challenges it would present
the service with”

A union representative has warned that
“all options are on the table” regarding
possible coordinated strikes by junior
doctors and nurses.

The British Medical Association’s junior
doctors’ committee refused to rule out the
possibility of coordinating industrial action
with the RCN, saying: “We have a very close
relationship with the RCN and every option
is to be considered.”

So far, the NHS strikes have led to the
postponement of around 330,000 procedures
and appointments.

The development will be seen as a major
blow to the conservative government of
Rishi Sunak, which had hoped a détente with
nurses would pave the way for settlements
in many other sectors also taking wide-scale
industrial action.

Instead, now there is a much stronger
chance of a series of walk-outs over the
summer months, pointing to a longer-term
work force crisis.

This comes as teachers are also set to
take strike after they also voted to reject the
government’s offer of a pay rise.

Thousands of schools could be forced to

close if the strikes go ahead as scheduled for
27 April and 2 May. During previous teacher
strikes in February and March, many schools
had to shut down.

The teacher’s union NEU has called the
government pay offer “insulting” and said
between 42% and 58% of schools would
have to make cuts to afford it.

A survey has revealed that teachers are
being forced out of their jobs because
they can’t afford to keep a roof over their
heads. Almost 30% say they have left a
teaching position or considered leaving
their current one due to housing costs,
while more than 70% of young teachers
said the issue has made them consider
whether they will stay in the profession
in the long term.

One teacher said “living in a cold and damp
static caravan, especially through winter,
means | have picked up more illnesses such
as colds etc than ever before.”

Another responded: “l am a single parent
and | have to now work two jobs in order to
keep a roof over myself and my child’s head.
| have to spend less time on my teaching
efforts and put this time into working a
second job”

It's not just the health and education
sectors that have been on strike.

This month alone has seen five days
of railway workers on the picket line.
April will also see 27 days of civil service
workers go on strike, in particular,
passport officers at various ports across
the country. Two weeks of strike action
has been witnessed as well among the
culture sector with staff at museums and
libraries joining the protest movement
against inflation.

They join the long list of public
sector workers who are angry at the
government’s lack of action to tackle
rising inflation as they struggle with
rising prices.

The cost of living crisis in the UK
and Western Europe has been directly
impacted by the Ukraine war triggered
by the U.S.-led NATO military alliance.
The protest movement in the form
of strikes is having a direct impact
on Western government’s popularity
among voters as well as the economic
outlook of Western Europe.
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Discover Iran’s halal tourism: a cultural
and culinary experlence

From Page 1 » Another prospect for halal
tourism in Iran is the availability of prayer
facilities. Mosques are available everywhere, and
travelers can easily find a clean and quiet place to
pray, regardless of where they are. Additionally,
many hotels also provide prayer facilities, such as
prayer mats for their guests.

Halal tourism in Iran also benefits from the
availability of halal hotels. Many hotels in Iran
cater to halal tourism and provide separate
facilities for men and women. For instance, hotels
offer separate swimming pools or beach areas
for men and women, ensuring families can enjoy
their vacations within Islamic guidelines. Women-
friendly airports, hospitals and parks are also in
the pipeline that can boost the overall scope of
halal tourism in the Islamic Republic.

In conclusion, there is significant potential for
halal tourism in Iran to thrive. The country’s rich
cultural heritage, diverse landscapes, Islamic
attractions, and friendly environment for Muslim

travelers make it an attractive destination for
halal tourism. Therefore, the promotion of halal
tourism in Iran can prove to be a game-changer
for the tourism industry, attracting numerous
Muslim travelers not only from the neighboring
countries but also from various other Muslim and
Arab countries.

Available data suggest that the global halal
tourism market holds a forecasted revenue of
$255 billion in 2022 and is likely to reach $365
billion by the end of 2032.

Camping resorts under construction

near Persian Gulf

TEHRAN - Two camping resorts are being
constructed on the coasts of Persian Gulf in the
city of Kushkonar, southern Hormozgan province,
the provincial tourism chief has said.

A total budget of 100 billion rials (5200,000)
has been allocated to the projects, Mohammad
Mohseni said on Monday.

The resorts will include accommodation
centers, handicrafts stalls, prayer rooms, and
restrooms, the official added.

Building such areas seems important, as many
tourists have been attracted to the city because of
its natural attractions and pristine beaches that
are very special and unique, he mentioned.

Bordering the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman
on the south and bounded by Bushehr and Fars
provinces on the west and northwest, Kerman on
the east and northeast, and Sistan-Baluchestan
on the southeast, Hormozgan is widely renowned
for having incredible culture and heritage,

stunning sceneries, and above all its warm and
hospitable people.

It embraces arrays of islands among which
Kish, Hormuz, Hengam, and Qeshm are the most
popular ones and top tourist destinations in the
southernmost parts of the country.

Over the past couple of decades, the coral Kish
Island has become a beach resort where visitors
can swim, shop, and sample a laid-back and
relatively liberated local lifestyle. It is home to
free-trade-zone status, with ever-growing hotels,
shopping centers, apartment blocks, and retail
complexes.

Hormuz, which is mostly barren and hilly, is
situated some eight kilometers off the coast of
the Strait of Hormuz, which attracts many tourists
through its colorful mountains, silver sand shores,
and great local people.

Hengam Island has scenery on rocky shores,
serene sunsets, and kind natives, which can
attract travelers who enjoy a relaxing trip by
spending time on this tranquil island.

Qeshm Island is heaven for eco-tourists as it
embraces wide-ranging attractions such as the
Hara marine forests and about 60 villages dotted
mostly across its rocky coastlines. The island also
features geologically eye-catching canyons, hills,
caves, and valleys, most of which are protected
as part of the UNESCO-tagged Qeshm Island
Geopark, itself a haven for nature lovers.

Malayer to host sales exhibit of
hand-carved furniture

TEHRAN - Malayer, a global hub forwoodcarving
and carved-wood furniture, will host a vast sales
exhibition of hand-carved furniture the next
summer.

Registered by the World Crafts Council - Asia-
Pacific Region (WCC-APR), the western Iranian
town is top on the list for those who are interested
in wooden furniture.

Located in Hamedan province, the ancient city is
home to over 4,000 furniture workshops in which
more than 8,000 wood masters and some 25,000
crafters are engaged.

Local crafters use the wood of beech, walnut,
and plane trees to make different products such
as traditional, classic, steel, and sofa furniture.
Their other products are dining tables, desks, all
kinds of chairs, beds, and decorative pieces.

Although the art had been practiced in Malayer
for a long time ago, it is about a half-century that

it has gained prosperity in the region.

Currently, more than 60 percent of the furniture
and woodcarving products in Iran are reportedly
produced in Malayer and they are sent to various
Iranian cities or exported to Central Asian
countries, Persian Gulf littoral states, Turkey and
Irag amongst some others.

" Tender notice for the purchase of walnut harvesting and |
gathering machines

First Annoucement
Dasht e Khorram Darreh Agri-Industrial, Animal Husbandry, and Aviculture Complex Company

(Public Stock) intend to purchase walnut harvesting and gathering machines through public tenders
Receiving the tender participation form:
1- Company headquarters: Above the ring road - End of shahrak e Qods
Dasht e Khorram Darreh Company headquarter - Khorram Darreh city - Zanjan - Iran.
2- Company Site: https://agri-khoramdareh.ir

Tender time: Wednesday, 2023/05/26, at 11:00 am at the Company headquarters.
Time to register offers: The offers must be uploaded to the company site (https://agri-khoramdareh.
ir), or offer envelopes must be delivered to the administrative or commercial affairs of the company

Minister calls for travel initiatives for

TEHRAN - Low-income groups
should have easier access to travel,
Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Minister Ezzatollah
Zarghami has said.

Providing travel assistance to
low-income groups needs to be
one of the priorities of the tourism
ministry, he explained on Sunday.

While high-end accommodation
centers had a very good occupancy
rate during the Noruz holidays, low-
level accommodation centers had a
decreasing occupancy rate, despite
an increase in tourists, the minister
added.

This shows that the Gini coefficient
has increased and those who can
afford to travel well can do so,
while the middle and lower middle
classes cannot even take advantage
of cheaper accommodations, even
though tourism should be available
to all of them, he mentioned.

Back in August, the minister
announced that the ministry was
looking at ways to help reduce
the cost of traveling for domestic

“Over the past year, we have
recognized 20 obstacles in the
path of tourism development in
the country.. By strengthening
domestic tourism, we would be able
to boost employment and improve
the national economy,” Zarghami
explained.

“Domestic  travels constitute
up to 80 percent of the tourism
industry in  many developed

countries... Domestic tourism causes
the distribution of wealth when

production, employment and wealth
are strengthened.”

Experts believe even before
the pandemic, Iran’s tourism was
already grappling with some
challenges, on top of those Western
“media propaganda” aimed at
scaring potential travelers away
from the Islamic Republic. They say
Iran is still somehow “unknown” to
many potential travelers due to such
a “media war””

Before the COVID pandemic,

low-income Iranians

been growing, reaching more than
eight million visitors in the Iranian
calendar year 1398 (started March
21, 2019). That surge, however,
helped prejudices to become thick
and thin.

However, Iran’s trump card is
that the country benefits from a
wide variety of travel destinations
ranging from seacoasts and lush
green woods to towering mountains
and harsh deserts. As a wallet-
friendly destination with hospitable
people, Iran has long been a desired
destination for nature lovers,
birdwatchers, powder chasers,
culture devotees, pilgrims, museum-
goers, foodies, adventurers, and
medical travelers, to name a few.

Mass  COVID-19  vaccinations,
consecutive fam tours for foreign
tour operators, easing travel
procedures, and fresh strategies,
altogether,  suggest Iran s
determined to experience a tourism
rebound with a greater reliance on
its numerous tourist spots of which
26 are UNESCO World Heritage,

There were a significant number
of Noruz travelers in Ramsar city,
proving that the city remains a

holidaymakers.

domestic tourism is strengthened,

[ran’s  tourism had

constantly

above all, its welcoming people.

Remains of hydraulic system found at 700-year-old
educatlonal complex in northwest Iran

TEHRAN - Archaeologists have found a cistern
and irrigation network believed to be benefited
from a hydraulic system for supplying water to
Rab-e Rashidi, an educational complex dating
back to the 14th century.

Archeological evidence shows signs of hydraulic
engineering (water and water structures) within
Rab-e Rashidi complex, IRNA quoted a local
cultural heritage expert as saying on Monday.

“The presence of water hydraulic engineering
in this place is considered a strange and unique
sign of the technology of that era,” Dr. Bahram

Ajorlu explained.

According to the available documents
and evidence, the water was brought to the
educational complex from nearby rivers via man-
carved channels on the mountain slopes and
based on mechanical instructions, the expert said.

He confirmed the existence of drinking water
piping in Rab™-e Rashidi, the report added.

“Moreover, the excavators found a water
channel, which was filled due to a terrible
earthquake of more than 7 Richter””

Iran’s cultural heritage body keeps an eye on a
possible inscription of the ruins of Rab™-e Rashidi
on the UNESCO World Heritage list by 2025.

The educational complex was established
during the reign of Ghazan, a ruler of the Ilkhanid
dynasty. It embraces a paper factory, a library, a
hospital (Dar-al-Shafa), a Quranic center (Dar-
al-Quran), residential facilities for teachers,
students’ quarters, and a caravanserai amongst
other facilities.

The Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research
Center in collaboration with Tabriz Islamic Art
University has recently completed the first
chapter of an international project that lays the
basic groundwork for UNESCO recognition.

Rab-e Rashidi includes several archaeological
layers that date from Ilkhanid, Safavid, and Qajar
eras. experts believe that students from Iran,
China, Egypt, and Syria studied there under the
supervision of physicians, intellectuals, scientists,
and Islamic scholars.

Tabriz, the capital of East Azarbaijan, embraces
several historical and religious sites, including
the Jameh Mosque of Tabriz and Arg of Tabriz,
and the UNESCO-registered Tabriz Historic
Bazaar Complex, to name a few. The city became
the capital of the Mongol Il-Khan Mahmud
Gazan (1295-1304) and his successor. Timur
(Tamerlane), a Turkic conqueror, took it in 1392.
Some decades later, the Kara Koyunlu Turkmen
made it their capital. It was when the famous Blue
Mosque was built in Tabriz.

A peek into Iranlan art of embroidery

TEHRAN - lranian art of
embroidery, Monjugh-Douzi,
has long been applied to ornate
clothing, headwears, bags,
decorative tableaus, pencil holders,
cases of stamps or brushes, belts,
and necklaces to name a few.

Monjugh-Duzi is the art of
sewing Mojugh beads to fabrics.

Experts believe that the know-
how of the delicate handicraft has
been passed down from generation
to generation since ancient times.

In those days, floorings, and
garments were ornated by
Monjughs, however, it was a custom
specific to aristocrats.

Gradually the material for
making Monjugh changed from
gemstones to glass and they
turned into a craft practiced and

There are a lot of patterns and
motifs that can be applied in
Monjugh-Duzi such as “Gol o
Morgh” (flower and bird), “Gol
o Buteh” (flower and bush),
kinds of paisley, birds, animals,
hunting grounds, geometric,

According to Visit Iran, there
are some historical documents
and evidence that prove this art
was quite popular during the
Achaemenid and Sassanid eras.

used by ordinary people.

The first step is to pass the
beads through yarn by using a
needle and then, sew them to
the fabric based on the pattern.

trees, cypresses, arabesque,
“Toranji” and “Sar Toranji”,
“Sar Lachaki”, “Shamsehee”,
“Bazubandi”, “Band Rumi”, “Shah
Abbasi”, knots, patterns from
Kelims, holy names, etc.

Camper vans gather in Tehran to mark Eld al-Fitr

TEHRAN - Iran’s Camping and Caravanning Club
plans to hold an open-air exhibition of camper
vans at Tehran’s Milad Tower to mark Eid al-Fitr,
the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, ISNA
reported on Monday.

Some 200 camper vans and caravans are
scheduled to be showcased in the exhibit, which
will be held on April 22 and 23, according to the
Touring & Automobile Club of the Islamic Republic
of Iran (TACI).

In addition to developing car racing activities
in the country, the introduction of these types of
vehicles as a part of the tourism infrastructure
and capacity and promoting responsible and
safe travel are among the most significant

Sandwiched

better for tourism and
infrastructure, the official added.

between the
towering Alborz mountain range
and the Caspian Sea, Mazandaran
has a rich yet turbulent history. An
early civilization flourished at the
beginning of the first millennium BC
in Mazandaran (Tabarestan).

objectives of the event.

The Touring & Automobile Club of the Islamic
Republic of Iran is an institution affiliated with
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts. Its tasks include facilitating the travel
of owners of vehicles abroad or foreign tourists
who are traveling to Iran in their own vehicles.
The institution also helps develop tourism by
establishing tourism information offices at home
and abroad, as well as developing infrastructures
and tourism services.

Dominating the skyline of Tehran's western
suburbs, Milad Tower is 435m high, including
120m of the antenna, making it, in 2017, the world’s
sixth-tallest free-standing tower.

improve

Bearing a striking resemblance to Menara Kuala
Lumpur, its octagonal concrete shaft tapers up to
a pod with 12 floors, including both enclosed and
open observation decks, a gallery, a cafe and a
revolving restaurant.

Ramsar records 1.3m overnight stays in Noruz holidays

TEHRAN -The northemn city of
Ramsar in Mazandaran province has
recorded over 13 million overnight
stays during the two-week new year
(Noruz) holidays, which ended on April
2, the city’s tourism chief has said.

never secure in their occupation. The
area was restored to Iran under the
Qajar dynasty.

The northern section of the region
consists of lowland alongside the
Caspianand uplandalongthenorthern
slopes of the Alborz Mountains.
Marshy backlands dominate the

coastal plain, and extensive gravel
fans fringe the mountains. The
climate is permanently subtropical
and humid, with very hot summers.
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popular tourist destination, Nader Its
Saharkhiz explained on Monday.

insecure  eastern  and
southeastern borders were crossed
by Mongol invaders in the 13th and
14th centuries. Cossacks attacked the

region in 1668 but were repulsed. It
was ceded to the Russian Empire by a
treaty in 1723, but the Russians were

However, it would be beneficial
for the city and its people to plan




TEHRAN - Lalini Veerassamy, the
Chief of Mission of the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, has said
the world should know the services
that are offered to refugees in Iran.

“I believe that the world should
know what Iran is doing for the peo-
ple of Afghanistan and should know
that all these services are based on
humanitarian principles that the in-
ternational organization encourag-
es,” she added.

“I thank you for this responsibili-
ty and the actions and services you
have provided to Afghan immigrants
in this country over the decades.”

She made the remarks in a meet-
ing with the Japanese Ambassador
to Iran Kazutoshi Aikawa that was
held in the city of Kerman in the
presence of Governor General Mo-
hammad-Mehdi Fadakar.

“We try to increase our support in
this field. Of course, the support of in-
ternational organizations is needed to
provide better services.”

“The International Organization
for Migration has a broad presence in
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Turkey and
we hope to provide the same services
in Iran with the support of the Iranian
government;’ she stressed.

Iran is home to over 800,000 reg-
istered refugees and some 2.6 million
undocumented Afghans.

Many of the refugees living in Iran
are second and third-generation, ac-
cording to the UNHCR.

In October 2022, the Iranian del-
egation at the 73rd meeting of the
Executive Committee of the High
Commissioner for Refugees said
with the continued allocation of

orld sh

-

ould know Iran’s

services to refugees: IOM

insufficient international aid, it is
very difficult and almost impossible
for the Islamic Republic to continue
providing services to refugees and
unauthorized foreign nationals.

Despite the cruel and unilateral
sanctions imposed by the United
States, Iran has so far hosted a
large number of refugees beyond
its fair share.

Several decades of hosting refu-
gees as well as undocumented Afghan
citizens have created huge economic
and social costs for Iran.

For this long time, the Islamic Re-
public has pursued this mission de-
spite numerous economic and social
problems caused by regional crises
as well as illegal and unfair sanc-
tions, along with insufficient inter-

UN Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres has praised
Iran’s generosity
which - for decades
— has hosted millions
of Afghans in need.

national aid and mainly using limited
domestic resources.

It is appropriate to increase inter-
national aid to accommodate foreign
citizens in the country and not to be
forgotten when new crises arise.

Filippo Grandi, the High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, while thanking
Iran for its long-term measures
in supporting Afghan refugees,
stressed the need to increase inter-
national support for Iran and imple-
ment sustainable solutions, includ-
ing the voluntary returmn of refugees
and displaced persons.

Antonio Guterres, the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations,
has praised Iran’s generosity which
- for decades - has hosted millions
of Afghans in need.

| will never forget the generosity of
countries like Pakistan and Iran, which
— for decades - have hosted millions
of Afghans in need,” Guterres said in a
statement released on January 26 to
the Security Council on Afghanistan.

Twelve countries nominated for KANS award

TEHRAN - A total of 20 works from 12 coun-
tries have been nominated for KANS (Knowledge
Application and Notion for Society) scientific
competition award.

The third edition of KANS called for scholars,
researchers, and innovators from Islamic coun-
tries to show their technological achievements or
solutions to challenges.

The ending ceremony of the event will be held
from May 9-12, ISNA reported.

Twelve countries, namely Iran, Malaysia, Leb-
anon, Azerbaijan, Jordan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
Oman, Pakistan, India, Brunei, and Vietnam will
compete to receive the award.

Scholars, researchers, innovators, university stu-
dents, and professors under 45 years of age sub-
mitted their scientific and technological ideas and
achievements in the form of a 5-minute video pre-
sentation to participate in KANS 2023.

In this edition, a section called “Future Sci-
entist” has been allocated for participants un-
der 30 years old.

KANS aims at finding the best scientific solutions
to spot and tackle the problems of society while hav-
ing accomplished the goals of using the character
and capacities of the expert community, providing an
accumulation of scientific works, raising the level of
motivation and creativity in young elites, establish-
ing a platform to identify and exchange scientificand
technologicalideas, and having researchers engaged
in purposeful and sustainable interaction.

The first edition of the competition was held in 2017
in five fields of health, energy, economy, waterand en-
vironment, information, and communication technol-
ogy, with the participation of more than 600 technol-
ogists and young researchers from the country.

Non-repayable loans for e-bikes must
increase: Tehran City Council chairman

[KANSE B8 -AE-Y

Knowledge Application and Notion for Society
R Sl Let's Do It Together

The second edition was also held in 2020 in 6
areas of water, environment and energy, health
and medical technology, information and com-
munication technology, economy, banking and
financing, transportation, and mining and min-
eral industries, with the participation of nearly
700 technologists and scientists from more
than 20 countries.

The third edition hosts the best projects of young
scientists of the Islamic world in six areas of electric-
ity, electronics and robotics, information and com-
munication technology and artificial intelligence,
water, energy and environment, health and medical
equipment, agriculture and food industry, and min-
ing and mineral industries.

Each of these areas includes a section called
the free section and a challenges section. In
general, the free sector in all fields is the idea
of a conceptual design of a prototype or a new
product that solves a challenge in the health and
medical equipment sector or helps to improve the
level of competence in that field.

Agricultural disease monitoring and forecasting
tools, orchard spraying machines, early detection of
disease in fruit plants using deep learning, and in-
tegrated agriculture equipped with the Internet of
Things are some of the challenges in the field of food
and agriculture industries.

ENGLISH IN USE

While animportant strategy to contain Tehran’s air pollution

is using clean energies, non-repayable loans to incentivize
the owners to replace their motorcycles with electric ones is
not sufficient and must increase, Mohsen Hashemi, Tehran

City Council chairman, has said.

The scheme on encouraging the citizens to replace carbureted
motorcycles with electric ones has started over a few years ago,
however, the process has been evolving slowly, he said, adding,
we hope to increase the use of electric motorbikes by allocating
the necessary funds along with supporting the manufacturers
next year (March 2019-March 2020).

The handouts supporting the residents to purchase the
motorbikes has been about 25 million rials (nearly $600),
which is not adequate anymore given the current economic
condition, he stated, Tasnim reported on Saturday.

Artificial intelligence and brain tumor imaging,
artificial intelligence and retinal disease (retinopa-
thy), artificial intelligence in pharmaceuticals, and
nanosensors for cancer diagnosis (biomedical ap-
plications) are some of the challenges in the field of
health and medical equipment.

The pollution caused by plastic and microplastics,
electronic waste pollution, cleanup of oil-contami-
nated soils, development of wastewater treatment
technologies, environmental issues, water resources
management, and energy consumption manage-
ment are some of the challenges in the field of water,
energy, and environment.

In the field of electrical, electronics, and robot-
ics, attracting students to STEM science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math programs, wire-
less energy transfer for charging electronic cars,
FMCW radar for commercial applications, organic
solar cells for powering electronic devices, and
sensors are important.

In the field of information and communi-
cation technology and artificial intelligence,
unsupervised machine learing, justifiable
artificial intelligence, the expansion of educa-
tional justice through technology, educational
assistive technology for autism, online identi-
ty verification, gastrointestinal systems, and
remote ophthalmology have been presented
as a challenge.

In the field of mining and mineral industries,
extraction and separation of rare earth elements
from concentrate, conversion of calcium sulfate
as a by-product of a chemical process into building
plaster, methods of extraction and separation on an
industrial scale, extraction of natural gas from coal
layers, and determination of reserves and accurate
grading of minerals are discussed.
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Straight Truth

Preliminary damage assessment of
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From page 1 » On February 20,2023,a 6.3
earthquake (aftershock) ruptured a 25-kilo-
meter-long fault between the city of Hatay
(Antakya) and the coastal cities of Hatay prov-
ince in Turkiye, but this aftershock also caused
severe damage to the provinces of Idlib and
Aleppo.

More than 100 landslides were detected in
non-snowy areas. The officials in the areas
that were not directly affected by the earth-
quake, such as Damascus, Homs, and Hama,
have organized engineering committees, es-
pecially in the governorates, to examine the
buildings damaged by the earthquake.

These areas have been already subjected to
devastating bombings during the war years.
In the earthquake disaster, the Syrian gov-
ernment uses current financial resources for
earthquake-affected areas.

The number of buildings that collapsed
directly in the affected governorates at the
moment of the earthquake reached 199 res-
idential buildings in Syria, without providing
statistics on the extent of the destruction of
industrial facilities, factories, and other work-
shops. It has been decided to demolish 292
more partially damaged buildings.

Some 4444 unsafe and unarmored build-
ings and 29,751 buildings that need retrofit-
ting to become safe and 30,113 safe buildings
that need maintenance have been reported.
The exact location of these buildings in the af-
fected provinces has not been mentioned.

This earthquake caused double destruc-
tion in the neighborhoods of Al-Shaar, Saad
Al-Louz, Qadi Askar, Al-Masharqga, Salehin,
Al-Misar, and other neighborhoods located
in the east of Aleppo city, which is one of the
neighborhoods destroyed by the war in the
region.

Many buildings in the historic city of Alep-
po - the commercial hub before the Syrian war
- collapsed. Aleppo is one of the oldest cities
in the world that has been inhabited since the
sixth millennium BC.

The city has an estimated population of 2.1
million in 2021 and was added to the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 1986, and has been list-
ed as a World Heritage in Danger since 2013
after the civil war broke out.

Significant damages have been reported
in the historical citadel of Aleppo due to the

S
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February 6 earthquakes in Syria

Traditional Iftar in Tabriz
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tower of the old city wall has collapsed and
several buildings in the “Souks” have weak-
ened.

The northeastern defense fences, many
parts of the lantern dome of the Ayyubid
mosque also collapsed, and the entrances of
the castle were damaged, and the entrance of
the Shahi defense tower was damaged.

Rebel groups were driven out of Aleppo in
2017 and the government took it back. Since
then, many Syrians have been living in dam-
aged buildings.

The province of Idlib, in the northwest of
Syria, which was further devastated by the
February 6th earthquakes, is the last strong-
hold of the rebels against the Syrian govern-
ment.

Idlib is located in a fertile basin midway be-
tween Aleppo and Latakia and has been an im-
portant textile center and a market for one of
Syria’s agricultural regjons.

During the Syrian civil war, the Idlib re-
gion became a base for various Syrian rebel
groups in 2018. The last population estimate
in 2003 showed its population to be around
120,000 people.

In Syria, and in the earthquake-affected
provinces, 2 out of 3 children showed neg-
ative behavioral changes after the earth-
quake, such as panic attacks or increased
crying. More than half of the households
stated that their children are now having
nightmares because they are constantly
re-creating the recent crisis in their minds.

In crisis situations, women and children
are at particular risk of violence and ex-
ploitation and must be supported with es-
sential access to services such as safe spac-
es and medical care.

Mental health and psychosocial support
are key at this time for earthquake survi-
vors, especially vulnerable groups such as
women and children.

This devastating earthquake in Syria has
undoubtedly had a significant impact on the
lives of women and children in the affected
areas.

The author is professor at the Interna-
tional Institute of Earthquake Engineering
and Seismology, Tehran, Iran.

Iftar (breaking fast) by cooking delicious foods and spreading tablecloths is one
of the most important traditions in the northwestern city of Tabriz during the holy

month of Ramadan.

Despite the modernization of urban life and the conversion of old houses into
apartments, the traditional way of life is still ongoing in Tabriz.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

The best among you is the one who doesn’t harm others with his
tongue and hands.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:04 Evening: 18:58

Dawn: 3:58 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:27 (tomorrow)

China-Iran mutual influences in painting

Part3

Early 15th-century marginal drawings in
this style can be seen in a divan of the poems
of Sultan Ahmad Jalaer. (r. 1382-1410, with
interruptions) now in The Freer Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C.

They recall the delicacy and virtuosity of
Chinese brushwork. In subsequent centuries
such marginal drawings were particularly
associated with the works of the much earlier
Chinese painter Li Gonglin (ca. 1040-1106),
but there is insufficient evidence to regard
him as a source.

One source for the minute and delicate
representations of birds, flowers, dragons, and
such landscape elements as dead trees with
spiky branches and floating mushroom clouds
might be Sung and later porcelains.

Many Chinese paintings of birds and flowers,
naturalistically rendered in the Sung period, as
well as copies by Persian painters, are included
in the Istanbul albums.

Although this genre was not developed
extensively in Timurid Persia, it became

quite popular under the Safavid Shah Abbas
| (1588-1629) and remained in favor until the
19th centuries.

Persian painters tended to borrow small
isolated elements from Chinese painting and
to reorganize them, assimilating them to their
own traditional aesthetic concerns.

For example, a flowering branch, sometimes
behind a balustrade or fence, a motif borrowed
from Chinese painting, was often combined
with a more traditional figural composition
(e.g., “An Attempted Murder Frustrated,” from
a copy of Kalila wa Demna in the library of
Istanbul University, “Couple under a Flowering
Tree,” a painting on silk in the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston).

Despite Persian admiration of Chinese
style and adoption of a considerable number
of Chinese motifs, Chinese influence did
not fundamentally alter the themes, style,

iconography, and technique of Persian
manuscript painting.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.

Concluded.

China, Iran: Influence of Eastern Iranian art

Part1

Chinese civilization has provided vast
influences beyond its borders in Asia and more
recently in Europe.

The output of Chinese artisanship, especially
in bronze, jade, ceramics, and silk textiles is
unparalleled in Asia, and influences from non-
Chinese sources were quickly assimilated and
often transformed into an aesthetic vocabulary
beyond easy recognition of their origin.

Persia, as a part of Western Asia, and China
were nodding acquaintances in the ancient
world; but, if we include the Iranian peoples
inhabiting regions of eastern Inner Asia, the
relationship becomes a much closer one.

In Xinjiang during the 3rd to 2nd centuries
BC, nomadic tribes, the eastern Iranian Saka as
well as other related peoples, were dominated
by Xiongnu and participated in the marauding
of the Chinese kingdoms of the Warring States
Era and the Qin and Han Dynasties.

Aspects of the artistic taste in personal
adornment of these and other similar
nomadic tribal confederations of northeast
Asia, often labeled “animal style,” can be seen
in the late 1st-millennium Chinese decorative
metalwork, often gilded and inlaid with silver
and colored stones.

Saka tribes spread from the eastern edge of
the Achaemenid empire to Xinjiang, and were
natural participants in and east/west trading
network.

Had the Achaemenid empire in Persia (539-
331 BC) and China of the Former Han Dynasty
(206 BC-8 CE) coincided in time, a far greater
cultural interplay might have taken place.

At Pazyryk in the Altai, excavations of rich
tombs of nomad royalty yielded not only
artifacts of indigenous workmanship, but also
Chinese silks and Achaemenid Persian textiles
dated from the 5th to 4th centuries BC.

The earliest Chinese lost wax casting first
appeared in China in the 6th century BC and is
tentatively traced to Western Asian influences
through the cultures of the steppe lands.

It has been suggested that lost wax bronze
artifacts in the naturalistic style of the Dian
culture of Yunnan, which included complex

animal combat groups, were influenced by a
migration of Saka peoples to the southwest of
Ching, prior to the 1st century BC.

The technique of gold granulation, cloisonne,
and a taste for gold jewelry and personal
ornament appear to have filtered across the
Inner Asia trade routes to China from Western
Asia in the 3rd century BC.

The earliest objects of Iranian origin to be
found in China up to the present time come
from princely tombs in Shandong, Guanzhou,
and Yunnan and are dateable to the late 2nd
century BC.

These are almost identical, small lobed,
lidded silver or bronze containers, related in
style to lobed metal vessels of the Achaemenid
empire and subsequently passed on to Seleucid
and Parthian metalwork styles.

Significantly, Chinese artisans added cast
feet and tiny animals to the lids in an obvious
attempt to make the vessels look less alien.

During the 2nd century BC, the Former Han
dynasty became more familiar with its western
neighbors through the explorations of the
intrepid Chinese ambassador Zhang Qian to
locate the Yuezhi, who had fled west to avoid
Xiongnu attacks, eventually settling in Bactria
in the middle of the century.

China wanted to rid Xinjiang of the Xiongnu
in order to secure its borders and open trade
routes to the West.

In order to match the agility of the Xiongnu
in military combat, in 103 BC the Emperor
Wu sent a military expedition to Ferghana to
capture a breeding stock of its vastly superior
“heavenly horses”

The successful introduction of horses from
Inner Asia changed Chinese cavalry warfare
and led to the subjugation of Xinjiang’s Xiongnu
warlords, thus providing an opening to the West
for commerce during the following century.

With the better horses and cavalry
accouterments China also received another
wave of Inner Asian influence in the decorative
arts, particularly on horse trappings and
military regalia.

To be continued.

Songwriter Mohammad-Mehdi Sayyar
named Islamic Revolutlon Artlst of the Year

Frome Page 1 » “l see myself at
the beginning of the way,” Sayyar said
after accepting his award from 1IDO
director Hojjatoleslam Qomi and Art
Bureau director Mohammad-Mehdi
Dadman.

“Although this title is a great honor,
it adds the burden on my shoulders...
Today, Iran needs a beauty movement
in narrative and to produce beauty;
art has always been a source of self-
confidence for us and we need it more
than ever” he added.

Sayyar songs have been sung by
numerous singers, including Nima
Masiha, Salar Agili and Mohammad
Motamedi.

For the first time, the organizers of
the Islamic Revolution Art Week decided
to select a person for his/her lifetime
achievements as the Eternal Figure of
Revolutionary Art, and an event as the
Top Revolutionary Event of the Year.

Writer  Hedayatollah ~ Behbudi,
best known for his works on Islamic
Revolution history, won the Eternal
Figure of Revolutionary Art.

“I hope your choice would
be in harmony with history’s
confirmation,” Behbudi said after
receiving his award from Qomi.

“The Resistance Literature Office

" a.. gl 1

Songwriter Mohammad-Mehdi Sayyar (R) accepts a bouquet of flowers from Art Bureau deputy director Ali Foruzanfar
after being named the Eternal Figure of Revolutionary Art in Tehran on April 16, 2023. (Fars/Mehdi Marizad)

active for three decades and | hope
society has gained sufficient insight
to recognize the three-decade
effort he added.

His latest book, “A Man Named
Reza Who Was Then Called Reza Khan”,
which is a biography of Reza Shah, won
the 2022 Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary
Award in the documentation category.

Commander”, a chorale recorded by
eulogist Abuzar Ruhi and a choir of
313 children with a poem by Mehdi
Banihashemi, was named the Top
Revolutionary Event of the Year. Ruhi
was awarded at the ceremony.

Different groups have
performed the anthem during
numerous gatherings organized by
governmental organizations across

The Islamic Revolution Art Week is
organized every year to commemorate
the martyrdom anniversary of
documentarian Morteza Avini.

Hewas killed by a landminein 1993
during his last trip to the former
Iran-Iraq war zone in southwestern
Iran while making a documentary
about soldiers who were still listed

[of the Art Bureau] has now been The

performance  of

“Salam

the country over the past year.

as missing in action.

Movies from Iran competmg in Wisconsin festival

Tannaz Tabatabai and Shadi Karamrudi act in a scene from “Without Her”.

TEHRAN - Four movies by Iranian directors
are competing in the 23rd edition of the
Wisconsin Film Festival currently ongoing in
the U.S. city of Madison.

“World War III”, “Without Her” “Leila’s
Brothers” and “Until Tomorrow” have been
selected to be screened in the official section
of the festival, which will run until April 20.

Directed by Hooman Seyyedi, “World War
III” was Iran’s submission to the international
feature award at the 2023 Oscars.

The film depicts a hapless day laborer who
finds himself cast in a film about the Nazi
regime while hiding his girlfriend, a sex worker
fleeing from her exploiters, on the set.

“Without Her” by Arian Vazirdaftari is
a psychological drama about Roya who
encounters a quiet young girl who appears
lost and doesn’'t remember anything just
two weeks before emigrating from Iran to
Denmark. She takes her in, providing her with
a home and introducing her to her husband,
family and friends, all the while blissfully

unaware that this girl has come to replace her.

Starring Tannaz Tabatabai, the film brought
her the Crystal Simorgh for best actress at the
2022 Fajr Film Festival in Tehran.

In “Leila’s Brothers” by Saeid RustaiHer,
Leila has been the strong backbone of her
family her whole life, taking care of her
aging parents and four floundering brothers.
Now 40, unmarried, and the only one with a
job, she’s stuck supporting them all, until a
longshot business opportunity emerges that
could be the family’s salvation. Leila and her
brothers come up with a plan that just might
get them out of poverty—but their father’s
pride stands in the way.

A co-production from Iran, France and
Qatar, “Until Tomorrow” has been directed by
Ali Asgari.

The film is about Fereshteh who studies and
works in Tehran. But what her parents don’t
know is that she also has a two-month-old
daughter out of wedlock. When they announce
a spontaneous visit, she has to take the child
somewhere else for a night. This would not
normally be a problem - but with the pressure
of time, the plan proves to be a difficult
undertaking. With the help of her quick-witted
roommate Atefeh, Fereshteh embarks on an
odyssey through the city.

Nicholas Proferes’s book on film directing comes to Iranian bookstores
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Proferes has been published in
Persian by Afkar.
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the reader is led through specific
analyze
translate its components into a

screenplay s

cameraman and editor of “Free at
Last”, a 90-minute documentary
on Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr, which was awarded Best
Documentary at the Venice Film

and

the book has been translated
into Persian by Reza Nabavi.

“Film Directing Fundamentals”
gives the novice director an
organicmethodologyforrealizing
on-screen the full dramatic
possibility of a screenplay.

Unique among directing books,
Nicholas Proferes provides clear-
cut ways to translate a script
into a screenplay.

Using the script as a blueprint,

Front cover of the Persian
edition of Nicholas T.
Proferes’s book “Film Directing
Fundamentals’.

included that explicates the
techniques discussed. Written
for both students and entry-level
professionals, the book assumes
no knowledge and introduces
basic concepts and terminology.

Appropriate for screenwriters,
aspiring directors and
filmmakers, “Film  Directing
Fundamentals” helps filmmakers
bring their story to life on screen.

Proferes was the director/

Festival in 1969.

He was also director of
photography and editor of
“Wanda” a feature film directed
by Barbara Loden, awarded
Best Picture at the Venice Film
Festival in 1971 and co-producer,
director of photography, and
editor of “The Visitors” a feature
film directed by Elia Kazan.

He is a Professor Emeritus at
Columbia University.

A Story of a Martyr’s Love

An interview with Shirin Zarepour

“Endless Desire” is a book about Mahdi
Hosseini, the defender of the shrine, and
Zahra  Soleimanizadeh’s  memories  of
his martyred husband.

In order to illustrate the Iranian and Islamic
way of life for families, she cited specific
passages in the book.

Mahdi Hosseini was a cousin of Zahra
Soleimanizadeh. Once they got married and
had 12 years of a blissful life together, Martyr
Hosseini decided to defend Hazrat Zainab’s
shrine by going to fight with the Takfiris in
Syria. Zahra Soleimanizadeh could not bear
to be apart from Mehdi, thus the family
accompanied him.

According to Zarepour, the beginning of
“Endless Desire” is when Zahra is a young girl.
She matures alongside Mahdi, the main hero
of her story, and the book details their love

journey from the time they were teenagers.

The author cited reader comments and
claimed that the book’s positive reception led
to the publication of a second edition of the
book in a short amount of time. The key to this
success was Mahdi Hosseini and his wife’'s
magnetic pure love, which increased the book’s
appeal to young readers.

She continued by stating that the
fundamental theme of the book is Mahdi
Hosseini’s life and the audience may learn many
significant things from it, the most crucial of
which is his Islamic and religious lifestyle.

She mentioned the length of time it took
to complete the book as one of the surprises
of writing “Endless Desire” and said she was
curious about the time she had set aside
because, despite her busy schedule, it only took
one year and 17 days.

Zarepour said that she had devoted her time

to creating the book, that all of the work had
been completed fast, and that she had found
it to be quite fascinating. She felt that Mehdi
Hosseini himself was helping!
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