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U.S. admits what
everyone already
knew about “dollar
hegemony”

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- The U.S. Treasury Secretary says
Washington’s sanctions on countries have
put the greenback’s “hegemony” at risk.

Janet Yellen told CNN that “there is a risk when
we use financial sanctions that are linked to the
role of the dollar that over time it could under-
mine the hegemony of the dollar” » Page 5

Raisi says Iran willing
to expand trade ties
with Bangladesh

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
urged the growth of commercial and trade
links with Bangladesh while reiterating his
administration’s commitment to fostering
connections with other Muslim nations.

In a phone conversation with Bangladeshi
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Monday,
Raisi emphasized the need for Islamic na-
tions to unite and support Palestine » Page 2

Giorgi
Gvelesiani:

Tehranderby
atough game

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Persepolis defender Giorgi
Gvelesiani believes that the Iran Pro-
fessional League (IPL) title race is not
dependent on the result of the Tehran
derby between Persepolis and Esteghlal.

The two Iranian giants will have to lock
horns on Sunday at the Azadi Stadium in
the capital of Iran. » Page 3
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Army defends territorial integrity
against hostile threats: top general. ra.:

[ Iran holds nationwide parades on Army Day

Army of Faith
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Raisi calls for U.S. withdrawal / '-

from region, warns Israel., ra.:

Iran’s annual non-oil export up 10%

TEHRAN- The value of Iran’s non-oil export
rose 10 percent in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20), the spokes-
man of Trade Development Committee of the
Iranian House of Industry, Mining, and Trade
announced.

Ruhollah Latifi said that 122.056 million
tons of non-oil commodities worth $53.166
billion were exported in the previous year.

China with the purchase of $14.584 bil-
lion of commodities (no change), Iraq with
$10.238 billion (15 percent growth), Turkey
with $7.459 billion (23 percent growth), the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) with $5.767
billion (28 percent growth), and India with
$2.146 billion (18 percent growth) were the
first five export destinations of Iranian goods
in 1401, the official stated.

30,000 first fasting gai:hering in Teh;';n

The first meeting of the first fasting girls and boys in Tehran was held, Tuesday,
April 18, with the praise of Mohammad Hossein Pouyanfar, in the lands of Abbas-

Abad, Tehran, with the attendance of about 30,000 girls and boys.

The ceremony was organized by the Cultural and Social Department of Tehran
Municipality, and the song of the first fasting, which was produced with the efforts of
the Nehzat Media Center, was performed by Pouyanfar.

Latifi further announced that 3718 mil-
lion tons of non-oil commodities valued at
$59.655 billion were imported to the country
during the past year, with a 10 percent drop
in weight, and a 13 percent rise in worth, year
on year.

The UAE with sales of $18.395 billion (11
percent growth), China with $15.744 billion
(24 percent growth), » Page &

Hospitals equipped
with 95% Iranian-
made systems

TEHRAN - Some 95 percent of equipment
that has been installed in hospitals across
the country is Iranian-made.

Medical equipment is one of the most ex-
pensive products, whose import imposes
a heavy financial burden on the country’s
economy.

For years, technologists have been trying
to reduce these costs, IRNA reported.

Now, these efforts have come to fruition,
the result of which is equipping hospitals
with systems that are 95 percent made in-
side the country.

Medical equipment is an important part
of the country’s healthcare and treatment
sector so imports impose a high cost on the
country’s economy.

To overcome this problem, dependence on
the import of medical equipment should be
stopped and by increasing job creation in this
field, we should reduce costs and increase
productivity. » Page 7

Rageh Canyon: a must-visit for adventure seekers

TEHRAN - Canyons offer a unique and
thrilling experience, such as navigating
through narrow gorges, rappelling down
waterfalls, and swimming through pools of
water for those who love adventure and the
great outdoors.

Iran, with its diverse and breathtaking
landscapes, offers a wealth of opportunities
for canyoning enthusiasts. One of the most
popular canyons in Iran is Rageh Canyon, or,
as some of the locals used to call it, Darrey-e

Marg (“Valley of Death”).

The gorge is one of the natural attractions
of Kerman province near the city of Rafsan-
jan. It is known for its towering cliffs, deep
gorges, and unusual rock formations where
each bend and twist may be greeted with dis-
similar features, from massive boulders and
conical pillars to narrow passes.

It is not just the natural shapes that will
leave you amazed, though. Another highlight
of the canyon is the wildlife. Bird lovers, be

sure to bring your binoculars so you can do
some bird-watching around the canyon.

Eagles are common around here, but even
if you don't see the eagle itself, you'll be sure
to catch sight of its nest, tucked into a quiet
corner high above. Pheasants and partridges
are among other birds that visitors can ex-
plore on foot or by car, and there are plenty
of hiking trails and scenic routes to choose
from.» Page 6
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Tehran Papers T

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in Yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Popular Army

In a note on the occasion of Army Day,
the Iran newspaper wrote: Before any
mission, maintaining territorial integrity
is one of the tasks of the army in all coun-
tries in the world and the Iranian army is
not an exception. However, the enemies,
who appear like normal people, are team-
ing up with the separatists and inviting
the army to confront the system and join
the enemies! » Page 2

Belgium says willing to
widen ties with Iran

TEHRAN- Belgium’s foreign minister has
highlighted her nation’s openness to expand
trade with Iran.

Hadja Lahbib, the Foreign Minister of Bel-
gium, stated in a phone call with her Iranian
counterpart late on Monday that Brussels
is interested in enhancing partnership with
Tehran and emphasized the need for cooper-
ative efforts from the two nations to over-
come the challenges.

For his part, Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian pointed to Iran’s his-
toric connections to Belgium and expressed
optimism that ties would deepen by putting
an emphasis on practical and successful
solutions. » Page 2

Iran applauds brave
efforts of Syrians to
uphold independence,
sovereignty

TEHRAN- The spokesman for the Iranian
Foreign Ministry has praised the courageous
efforts of the Syrian people in protecting their
independence, sovereignty, and territorial in-
tegrity and expressed Tehran'’s confidence that
Damascus will reclaim its strategic and promi-
nent position in the West Asia region.

In an interview with a reporter from Syria’s
official news agency SANA on Monday, Nass-
er Kanaani noted that “Syria has faced multi-
ple Western conspiracies in recent years” and
it has lost a significant number of its citizens
who sacrificed their lives in defense of the
country’s independence, sovereignty, and ter-
ritorial integrity as well as for the respect and
dignity of their country.» Page 2

India Smile filmfest
screening movies
from Iran, Elham
Shirvani on panel

TEHRAN - Three Iranian movies have been
selected to be screened at the 9th edition
of the Smile International Film Festival for
Children & Youth - SIFFCY underway in New
Delhi, India.

“Asteroid” by Hosseinivand Aalipur,
“Why Did the Giraffe’s Flower Fade?” by
Kaveh Kanani and “Soo” by Roya Salmi
are competing in different sections of the
festival, which will run until April 23.

“Asteroid” is competing in the Feature
Films category. The film is about Ebrahim, a
12-year-old boy who lives with his mother
and five siblings of all ages in a two-room
shack in the heart of the desert, far away
from the village. » Page 8
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

From page 1 » It is a point to consider that
such demands are neither people’s expecta-
tions nor are discussed by the people. In oth-
er words, the slogan “Army be our friend” is
a slogan that was designed to be misused at
some point with the aim of separatism.

Hamshabhri: The upside-down world

In its editoria, Hamshahri commented
about the falsification of facts by anti-Iran
media outlets. It said: What is the solution?
The path is clear. The enemy and internal and
external counter-revolutionaries should not
be allowed to falsify the truth. False portray-
als and biased analyses should be stopped.
The advice of the Leader of the revolution to
neutralize this conspiracy is clear.

An important tool of the enemy is media. So
our media people are in the front line of this
war. Now, let’s skip the group that, know-
ingly or unknowingly, is playing on the ene-
my’s ground with these domestic media. The
duty of all of us is to create hope, to create a
realistic picture of the future, and in a word,
to reveal the facts to ‘thirsty minds’ The task
should be this that we give people hope. These
pages and channels of virtual space are an op-
portunity. This capacity should not be under-
estimated. The number of addresses is not
important. It is important that we all move in
this field of explanation. The only way to stand
against this destructive and misleading flood
of falsification is this path.

Kayhan: Germany’s heavy penalty

In its editorial, Kayhan discussed the pen-
alty of Germany’s alliance with America. It
wrote: On March 31st of 2023, German politi-
cian and member of the country’s parliament,
Soim Dagdelen, in his speech in the German
central parliament (Bundestag), called Ger-
many’s relations with America “excessive ser-
vant of Germany for the purposes of American
foreign policy”. He said: “[America] is holding
meetings at Ramstein Air Base as if Germa-
ny is still occupied by the United States!... The
American government has led us to know that
it actually doesn’t need an ally and wants only
the slave!”

Now Germany, in addition to its lost in-
dependence, is involved in a war that it had
no desire for and it will have to deal with its
economic consequences for years. Germany
has lost one of its most important sources
of energy, its energy transmission lines have
become unsafe, and its place in energy trans-
mission to Western European countries has
almost been lost. Theyare not even allowed to
investigate the causes of this damage namely
the agents behind the explosion of the Nord
Stream pipelines and the German federal
government refuses to form any fact-finding
committee to investigate the attacks on Nord
Stream! A country whose vision as one of the
poles of power in the future world was almost
clear before the war in Ukraine, now sees the
price of being allied with the United States is
costing it greatly.

Etemad: Parliament speakers’ banquet

In a commentary, the Etemad newspaper
discussed the four-person banquet of the
current parliament speaker and the former
ones and wrote: Among these four speakers
of the parliament, Ali Larijani and Ali Akbar
Nateg-Nouri can be considered closest to
each other. In other words, Larijani and Na-
teq-Nouri are close in terms of their views
and both claim moderation. But these two
persons have sharp differences with Moham-
mad Bager Qalibaf and Haddad-Adel. Qalibaf
does not have a good relation with the political
forces subordinate to Haddad Adal, a group in
the parliament that is now competing with
Qalibaf. Qalibaf doesn't have good memo-
ries of the conservative political group called
“Jamna” either. In 1996, they introduced Ebra-
him Raisi as a better presidential candidate.

Now, as the 12th parliamentary elections
are approaching, it is supposed that Qalibaf
wants to get closer to conservative political
forces, both traditional and moderate, in order
to use their influence. Inany case, if this is not
the case, Qalibaf’s invitation to the former the
parliament speakers in the last year of the 11th
parliament brings to mind efforts to win the
parliamentary seats.

Army defends territorial integrity
against hostile threats: top general

TEHRAN- Iran’s top general has praised
the Army for its role in defending the nation’s
territorial integrity in the face of all hostile
actions.

Major General Mohammad Bageri, the chief
of staff of the armed forces, made the com-
ments in a message to Major General Abdol-
rahim Mousavi, the Army chief.

Congratulating General Mousavi on Na-
tional Army Day, which fell on April 18 this
year, Bageri pointed out that the Army has
made remarkable strides in a number of de-
fense-related areas.

The Army’s ground, air, naval, and air de-
fense forces have achieved modern and cut-
ting-edge technology and this has placed the
Army in the fore of the nation’s might, deter-
rence, and security, the military chief said in
his message.

The IRGC Chief Commander Major General
Hossein Salami also praised Armed Forces
in a separate message to General Mousavi

on Monday.

The IRGC and the Army will continue to
thwart Iran’s adversaries, Salami said.

Writing to Mousavi on National Army Day,
Salami said, “There is no doubt that the per-
ceived threats from the camp of malicious
and adventurous enemies against Islamic
Iran are endless.”

Ayatollah Khomeini, the founder of the Is-
lamic Republic, proposed Army Day in 1979. It
is observed yearly.

Recent innovations by Iranian engineers
and military professionals in the production
of a wide spectrum of domestically produced
equipment have made the armed forces
self-sufficient.

Officials have frequently stated that Iran
would not hesitate to develop its military
capabilities, particularly its missile compe-
tence, which is only for defensive purposes,
and that Iran’s defense capabilities will never
be available to negotiation.

TEHRAN - Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
on Tuesday advised students to
exercise wisdom, be hopeful and
idealistic.

Ayatollah  Khamenei made
the remarks in a meeting with a
number of students and mem-
bers of students’ associations on
the 27th of the fasting of month
of Ramadan.

The Leader, who spoke after
some students expressed their
views about certain issues, said,
“You the dear youth should fol-
low the right path with serious-
ness. Follow the right path of the
revolution, Islam, country, sys-
tem... The country needs you. You
need idealism, you need hope,
you need wisdom.”

Ayatollah Khamenei went on to
say that idealism is the engine for
moving ahead and hope is the “fuel
of this engine”

If there is no hope that engine
will stop moving and it cannot re-
alize its goals, he remarked.

Ayatollah Khamenei added, “Ra-
tionality is also the steering wheel
of this engine”’

The Leader also advised the stu-
dents to set long-term prospects
for themselves.

“Our best youth are mostly stu-
dents... and | want you to realize
this goal and that is (achievable
through) ‘look to future prospects”’

Leader’s advice to students:

C, hopeful, and rational

Cad a3 3 ,J.J..'mga S

The Leader said in his view the
duty of a diligent student is look to
the future.

A student, he noted, should be
able to reform his mind and have
influence on the society and also
“reform the world”

Ayatollah Khamenei said some
may feel surprised that how is it
possible that a student be able
“change the world”. But, he said,
this “is not surprising”.

Citing an example, the Leader
said, “Today you are students, but
tomorrow a student will become a
‘political official and take manage-
rial role in an important organiza-
tion of the country.”

“These (people) who are now
officials of the country were stu-
dents before”

On countering the enemy and

showing resistance, the Leader
said, “The victory of the revolution
(in 1979) was the triumph of right
over evil.

Nobody imagined that the
struggle for revolution will bear
fruit but it happened”

“It was a surprising event,” he
pointed out.

He also referred to the eight-
year war against Iran in the 1980s,
saying, “Allwere against us. The U.S.
was against us. The Soviet Union
was against us. NATO against us.
Muslim countries against us. The
Muslim Turkey against us... all. But
we won. In such a war that all were
against us we won.’

On the issue of referendum
raised by a student, the Leader
said, “The voice of people should
be heard”

Ayatollah Khamenei said peo-
ple elect their representatives in
the form elections.

They elect president, parlia-
ment representatives, etc, the
Leader pointed out.

However, it is not possible to
hold referendum on any issue
that is raised, he said.

Some people, the Leader said,
even don’t have a true understand-
ing of issues which call for holding
referendum on them.

It is not possible to hold refer-
endum about everything, he not-
ed, adding no country in the world
holds referendum on any issue that
is raised.

It is “simplistic” to think that it is
possible to hold referendum about any
issue that is raised, he pointed out.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
Leader said the arrogant powers
and the Zionist cartels that have
a dominant role in Europe and the
US. are “undoubtedly” and “ex
tremely” against the officials of
the Islamic Republic and if they had
been able to do that they would
have “torn them apart”

But, he added, they are more
hostile toward the youth because
it is not for the motivation of the
youth the officials cannot do any-
thing.

“In fac, it is the youth who are
doing the works. Progress is at the
hands of the youth”

Iran applauds brave efforts of Syrians to uphold independence, sovereignty

From page 1 » The sacrifices made by the
Syrian people in battling international terror-
ism and multinational plots to undermine their
nation’s security, stability, and sovereignty are
unparalleled and should be memorialized in
history, he continued.

The restoration of diplomatic connections be-
tween Damascus and other Arab nations was one
of the outcomes of the national unity between the
Syrian leadership and population, Kanaani noted.

He also voiced Iran’s optimism and confidence
that Syria would be able to rebuild what Takfi-
ri terrorists destroyed and restore its strategic
and prominent position in the region because of
its skills and political acumen.

Earlier in the day, Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi stated that the global and regional order is
turning in favor of free and independent nations
as aresult of the Islamic Republic’s real collabora-
tion with Syria, as well as the two Muslim govern-
ments’ long-standing resistance.

Raisi made the comments in a message of
congratulations to his Syrian counterpart Bashar
al-Assad on the occasion of Evacuation Day, a
national holiday honoring the evacuation of the
final French soldier on April 17,1946, marking the
end of the French mandate of Syria after it de-
clared full independence in 1941.

He also expressed hope that Tehran and Da-
mascus’ growing cooperation in a variety of
areas will advance their shared objectives and
enhance regional peace and stability.

Tehran willing to expand trade ties with Bangladesh

From page 1 » while denounc-
ing Zionist aggression, particularly
the brutal Israeli actions in Al-Ag-
sa Mosque and against the fasting
Palestinian people, in a phone con-
versation with Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on Monday.

Raisi expressed congratulations

to the government and the Muslim
people of Bangladesh on Eid-al-Fitr
and stated that Iran’s foreign policy
is built on the growth and bolster-
ing of ties with all nations, particu-
larly those in the Islamic world.

He also expressed optimism for
strong ties between Bangladesh

and Iran, particularly for the ad-
vancement of economic and com-
mercial cooperation.

Sheikh Hasina, for her part, vehe-
mently denounced the criminal ac-
tivities of the Zionist regime against
the Palestinian people as saying,
“Supporting the oppressed people

of Palestine and condemning the
aggressions of the Zionist regime is
the fixed position of the government
and the people of Bangladesh.

She stressed the need of improving
connections with Iran, particularly in
the commercialand economic spheres,
as well as regional cooperation.

Belgium says W|ll|ng to widen ties with Iran

From page 1 » The two top diplomats also
discussed consular matters as well as the most
recent situation of their respective countries’ bi-
lateral relations.

The attempts to strengthen ties were support-
ed by Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi during dis-
cussions with Belgian Prime Minister Alexander
De Croo in May 2022.

Utilizing the potentialin the ties would open the
door for greater collaboration between the two
nations, Raisi said, highlighting the acceptable
grounds and capacities for its advancement.

Iranian, Omani foreign ministers hold talks

On Monday night, the foreign ministers of
Oman and Iran also spoke over the phone about
their respective countries’ relations.

While wishing Omani Foreign Minister Badr Al-
busaidia happy Eid al-Fitr, Amir Abdollahian also
spoke with him about major regional and global
developments. Despite U.S. efforts to inflame an-
ti-lran sentiment in the Persian Gulf region, the
relationship between Iran and Oman has always
been premised on respect and shared interests.

According to Omani officials, Iran has always
been seen as a good neighbor and that cordial ties
with Iran are based on an optimistic attitude.

L l I '4
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“Iran will never budge on Helmand River
water rights”

In atweet on Monday, Foreign Minister Abdolla-
hian also said he had discussed Iran’s water rights
from the Helmand River with the Afghan side.

Amir Abdollahian made the comment in con-
nection to his most recent meeting with Amir
Khan Mottagi, the foreign minister of the Afghan
government controlled by the Taliban.

“We placed strong emphasis on the issue of
Iran’s water right to the Helmand River during my
recent negotiations with Mr. Mottagqi in the city of
Samarkand,” Amir Abdollahian wrote.

The Afghan side has made clear that it is com-
mitted to Iran’s water rights, Amir Abdollahian
continued, and the two sides “agreed to take im-
mediate measures” in this respect.

The top Iranian diplomat declared, “We won't
give up Iran’s water rights.’

Iran and Afghanistan have been unable to fully
realize the enormous potential of their commer-
cial relations because of a lengthy water conflict.

The Helmand River, which springs in the Hin-
du Kush Mountains close to Kabul and flows 700
miles (1,126 kilometers) south before entering the
Hamoun wetlands in Iran’s Sistan-Baluchestan
region, is at the center of the conflict.

In 1973, the two nations agreed to share water
rights along the Helmand River, and Afghanistan
promised to provide Iran with an average of 820
million cubic meters of water annually.

Iran has chastised Afghanistan for breaking the
agreement’s word and spirit on several occasions.

The development of many hydroelectric proj-
ects on the river, most notably the Kamal Khan
dam in Nimrouz province and the Kajaki dam 160
km (100 miles) northwest of Kandahar province,
has exacerbated the conflict.

Ebrahim Raisi, the President of Iran, called for
“serious” action to protect the nation’s water
rights from the river back in July and directed
the foreign and energy ministries to prioritize
theissue.

UN official says in touch with Iranian, Syrian authorities for peace in Yemen

TEHRAN- In order for peace ef-
forts in Yemen to proceed, the Spe-
cial Envoy of the United Nations for
Yemen, Hans Grundberg, stated on
Monday that he is maintaining touch
with representatives of Iran, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE).

Grundberg was addressing re-
porters at a virtual briefing on the
situation in Yemen, where Ansa-
rullah representatives have been in
discussions with Saudi negotiators

for the past several days in an effort
to put an end to the conflict there
that has lasted for years.

The UN representative stated
that he is in frequent communica-
tion with Iranian, Saudi, Emirati, and
other authorities regarding the situ-
ation in Yemen and expressed hope
that the continuing talks will result
in progress.

He stated that all parties in Ye-
men’s war-ravaged country should

take advantage of the newly created
opportunity to advocate for long-
term peace and a political settle-
ment.

In order to reinstate the govern-
ment of deposed president Abd
Rabbuh Mansour Hadi, Saudi Arabia,
at the head of a coalition of nations
that included the UAE, launched war
on Yemen in March 2075.

Since then, the conflict has con-
tinued, resulting in killing hundreds

of thousands of Yemenis both di-
rectly and indirectly, according to
the UN, which has called Yemen the
country experiencing the worst hu-
manitarian catastrophe in the world.

The Ansarullah Movement and
Saudi authorities had recently held
peace talks in the Yemeni capital Sa-
naa, which were mediated by Oman.

Ansarullah highlighted progress
in the meetings and stated that ad-
ditional talks are scheduled.



Iran holds nationwide parades on Army Day

TEHRAN - Military parades and
marches were held on Tuesday
across Iran on the occasion of Army
Day. The parades were attended by
senior military officials.

In the capital Tehran, a ceremony
was held near the mausoleum of the
late founder of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Imam Khomeini.

Units from the four divisions of the
Army took part in the parades, dis-
playing their equipment.

A broad range of advanced gear
such as missiles, tanks, armored
vehicles, rifles, unmanned aerial ve-
hicles (UAVs), fighter jets, radar sys-
tems and air defense missile systems
were put on display, said Tasnim.

Over 40 various fighter jets,
including Saeqgeh (Thunderbolt),
Kowsar, F-7, F-14, F-4, MiG-29 and
Sukhoi fighter jets and bomb-
ers performed aerial maneuvers
during the military parade over the
capital, the news agency said.

Delivering a speech before parad-
ing Army units in Tehran, President
Ebrahim Raisi strongly warned Israel
against any military action against
Iran. He said in such a case Haifa and
Tel Aviv will be destroyed.

“The enemies, especially the Zi-
onist regime, have received this
message that the slightest move
against the country will evoke a se-
vere response from the armed forc-
es and will be accompanied by the
destruction of Haifa and Tel Aviv
Raisi asserted.

The president also stressed that
the Iranian military power definitely
serves the interest of the region.

He added the military parade
sends the “message of peace and
friendship” to regional countries.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Raisi said
Iran’s armed forces warmly welcome
any country that seeks to protect se-
curity in the region.

Major  General  Abdolrahim
Mousavi, the chief commander of
the Army, also said that the forces
under his command have started
to employ state-of-the-art equip-
ment and has long-term plans for
boosting their capabilities.

Underlining that the Army should
prepare itself to face any threat,
Mousavi said, “The programs that
have been prepared and approved
in the Army with the help of young
scientists have been prepared in the
form of five-year plans, and the long-
term plans of the armed forces for 20
years are also ready.”

He pointed out that many is-
sues such as strategies, tactics

and trainings are among the fun-
damental changes that have oc-
curred in Iran’s armed forces. “If in
the past we were an armed force
that wanted to defend our borders
with all our might, today we have
full confidence that we can face
any power that intends to commit
aggression against this land and
any power that imagines the bal-
ance of power to be upset. And if it
commits aggression, we will deal
with it,” he said, according to offi-
cial news agency IRNA.

General Mohammad Bagheri,
chairman of the chiefs of staff of the
armed forces, and General Hossein
Salami, the chief commander of the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps, is-
sued separate messages on the oc-
casion of Army Day.

General Bagheri said in his mes-
sage that the Army played a key role
in ensuring security of Iran and pro-
tecting its territorial integrity.

Army of faith

‘Anchor of the region’s stability
and security’

General Salami said in his mes-
sage that the Army and the IRGC will
continue to safeguard the Islamic
Republic and disappoint the enemies.

In remarks to reporters on the
sidelines of the military parade,
General Salami said that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is the anchor
of the region’s stability and secu-
rity in any way and tries to use its
defense power for peace and tran-
quility in the region.

“We wish nothing but security and
comfort for the countries of the re-
gion, and the message of this parade
today was actually for the neighbors
that we support the Muslim nations
and will not leave them alone in diffi-
cult situations,” he said, according to
IRNA. “Iran has always been in peace
and tranquility with neighboring
countries and its foundation is peace,
comfort and security.”

Raisi calls for U.S. withdrawal from region, warns Israel

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ayatollah Ebra-
him Raisi said that foreign troops stationed
in West Asia should leave the region, warning
Israel against any military action against Iran.

Speaking at a parade in Tehran held on the
occasion of the Iranian Army Day, President
Raisi foreign troops in the region are a threat to
security and they did not ensure security of the
region’s nations.

In his speech, Ayatollah Raisi called belief
in God, self-belief and belief in the people as
important features of the army of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, according to a readout by the
official website of the Iranian presidency.

President Raisi said, “Belief in God creates
the idea of defending the people, homeland
and preserving divine values as well as stand-
ing and resisting in our army”.

He noted, “The army of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran is a well-equipped and up-to-date
army. The use of advanced equipment in the
army is one of the clear manifestations of
the ‘We Can’ slogan, which has made oppor-
tunities for ourselves and the country out of
threats and sanctions”.

Referring to the character of the army’s
credibility, President Raisi said, “The army
of the Islamic Republic of Iran loves the peo-
ple, and whenever an incident occurs in the
country, it sees itself as a servant by the side
of the people, and the people also trust and
love this army”.

He further described the army as a strong

barrier against counter-revolution, takfiri
groups and evildoers and added, “The army of
the Islamic Republic of Iran protects the inter-
ests of the country and the people from guard-
ing the borders of the country to the oceans,
and the people also love the Army”.

Emphasizing that the presence of our
armed forces is a security-building factor for
the region, President Raisi said, “The mes-
sage of the Army Day ceremony is a message
of peace and friendship for the countries of
the region, and our armed forces warmly
shake any hand that wants to maintain secu-
rity for the region today”.

He further emphasized, “Extra-regional forc-
es, especially American forces, should leave the
region as soon as possible because they threat-
en the security of the region and have not and
will not provide security for the nations of the
region, but the presence of the armed forces of
the Islamic Republic of Iran is security-building
anywhere in this region”.

Ayatollah Raisi stated that today the power
of our armed forces is not unknown to anyone,
and according to the authorities of the coun-
tries of the region, it has protected against
threats to their territorial sovereignty and se-
curity, and stated, “Our armed forces will not
allow any force to create the slightest insecu-
rity in the region, and the skies of the region
and the Persian Gulf are always safer than ever
thanks to the presence of our armed forces”.

President Raisi stated that the army of

the Islamic Republic of Iran defended the
country, the people and the values of the
Islamic Revolution by offering 48 thousand
martyrs and thousands of wounded vet-
erans during the years of Sacred Defense,
and today it has given peace and security to
the people like a strong fortress, and add-
ed, “The enemies of the Islamic Revolution,
especially the Zionist Regime, have received
the message of the power of the armed
forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran that
the slightest mistake against our country
will be responded with a harsh response
and will be accompanied by the destruction
of Haifa and Tel Aviv”.

Ayatollah Raisi further clarified, “The nations
of the region should also know that the mes-
sage of the authority of the armed forces of
the Islamic Republic will be hope and security
for them, and that our valiant army will always
provide them with comfort and peace”.

President Raisi also addressed the families
of the great martyrs and stated, “If the blood
of your martyrs has been able to protect the
country against modern ignorance, our army
and armed forces will always guard their pure
blood and increase the dignity and authority
of Islamic Iran”.

He also emphasized the importance of equip-
ping the armed forces and noted, “The govern-
ment considers itself obliged to equip and sup-
port the armed forces and will try to solve their
organizational and individual concerns’”.

Iran-Saudi deal creates new reallty Russum official

TEHRAN - A Russian official
has hailed the Iran-Saudi deal to
restore diplomatic ties, saying the
deal would create a new atmo-
sphere in the West Asia region.

The official, Alexander Yak-
ovenko, who is the rector of the
Diplomatic Academy of the Rus-
sian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
made the remarks during a visit
to Damascus, where he met with
Buthaina Shaban, an advisor to
Syrian President Bashar Assad.

What is happening in the Arab
world is very important, and that
the Saudi-Iranian rapprochement
and the imminent end of the war in
Yemen will undoubtedly contrib-
ute to creating a new regional re-
ality in which the countries of the
region play a vital role, the Russian
official said.

Yakovenko clarified the signifi-
cant steps taken by Russia, China,
Brazil and the BRICS countries col-

lectively to align the new economy
with the decline of dependence on
the Western economy, and to try
to build an economic system that
gradually abandons the dollar and
proposes methods and currencies
that are agreed upon as alter-
natives, the official Syrian SANA
news agency reported.

There is no doubt that the
sanctions imposed by the West
on several countries in the
world without any right, and
the freezing of funds deposited
with them, have motivated many
countries to find safer and more
stable alternatives for their
economies and the global mar-
ket as well, he said.

Iran and Saudi Arabia has re-
cently agreed to resume diplo-
matic relations in a deal brokered
by China. The foreign ministers of
Iran and Saudi Arabia have met in
Beijing to follow up on the deal.

The two countries are now ex-
changing delegations to pave the
way for reopening embassies.

A senior Iranian diplomat has
said that Iran and Saudi Arabia
will reopen their embassies be-
fore the end of the two-month
period agreed upon in their recent
agreement.

Alireza Enayati, the head of the
Persian Gulf Bureau at the Irani-
an Foreign Ministry, has said that
according to the deal reached
between Iran and Saudi Arabia in
China, the embassies of the two
countries will be reopened before

May 9. The deal also stipulated
that the foreign ministers of the
two countries would hold a meet-
ing for the first time in years.

“This issue took place within
a month, and the foreign minis-
tries of the two countries met in
Beijing, and from that date, the
official declaration of relations
between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Saudi Arabia began,
and after that, the technical del-
egations met each other;” Enayati
said in an interview with Iran’s
official news agency IRNA pub-
lished on Monday.

He also pointed out that a new
meeting of foreign ministers is
on the agenda of Iran and Saudi
Arabia, and “we hope that these
meetings will take place in the
near future.”

According to Enayati, Tehran
and Riyadh have yet to name am-
bassadors.

Giorgi Gvelesiani:
Tehran derby a tough
game

Frome Page 1 » Sepahan and Esteghlal lead the
IPL table with 55 points, one point above Persepolis
with four weeks remaining.

“It will be a really tough game,” said Gvelisiani
about the thrilling derby.

“Esteghlal are a very competitive team. However,
in my opinion, it won't be like a final match for the
league because there is also Sepahan who are a
great team. Sepahan are also in the marathon of
winning the league, so we will see what happens in
the future games,” added the Georgian defender.

Gvelisiani scored two goalsin the current season’s
first-leg match between Esteghlal and Persepolis,
helping his side to earn a 2-2 match.

“That game was very special. Although derbies
are always important, that game was not very
important regarding the table condition of both
teams but the upcoming match can be decisive
for the championship. Fans will come to the
stadium. We know both teams have a lot of fans.
It is important to play well in front of our fans and
most importantly to win against Esteghlal,” said the
31-year-old player.

He is the number-one penalty taker of the
Reds and has hit the target from the penalty spot
many times. Gvelisiani converted two penalty
kicks on Friday night to help Persepolis stay in the
title race by beating Mes 3-1in Kerman.

“Currently, | have six goals in League and three
goals in Hazfi Cup. | don't know what will happen
in the future. | believe practice is the key to my
success and | almost practice penalties every day
during training sessions,” he said.

Will Persepolis win the title at the end of the
season?

“l always say that it is impossible to predict
football. However, our fans know that we will
fight until the end. If we win the future games, we
will be champions, we have to wait and see what
happens” he concluded.

O’Sulliva anice
person when he’s
asleep, Vafaei says

TEHRAN - Hossein Vafaei has ignored Ronnie
O'Sullivan's wamning ahead of their second round
clash at the World Championship, with the pair
reigniting their rivalry.

Ahead of last year’s World Championship, which
0’Sullivan won, Vafaei claimed the Rocket should
retire and accused him of being “not good for the
game” of snooker. After O'Sullivan beat Pang Junxu
10-7 in his opening round match at this year’s
tournament, he was quick to bring up Vafaei's
comments and warned him: “Don’t rattle my cage!”

Speaking to Eurosport, the seven-time
world champion said: “Has he been saying
much this year? | think he’s learned to be
quiet. Don’t rattle my cage! I'm just having
fun. | love it when they call me out, | love it
when they give me stick”

However, Vafaei has not backed down after
beating Ding Junhi 10-6 to set up a second round
match against O'Sullivan, saying the 47-year-old
is “a nice person when he’s asleep” Vafaei said:
“Ronnie disrespected me before - and God gives us
opportunities for revenge. It depends on me, and |
said that to God myself.

“| said to him ‘Don’t make that happen, because
if you do make it happen then | am going to do the
same what he done to me - and the same what | did
when | beat him 5-0’

“He will remember that, that wasn't nice. Play
like a man, don't play mind games and disrespect
me and smash the balls around when 70-80million
people are watching me in Iran”

Esteghlal to extend

Ricardo Sa Pinto’s
deal

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football club will extend
Ricardo Sa Pinto’s contract.

The Blues are the favorites to defend title in Iran
Professional League.

Esteghlal will play Persepolis on Sunday and move
one step closer to title if defeat their archrivals.
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Hojjat Karimi, Esteghlal’s caretaker, has said
the club are going to extend the Portuguese
coach’s contract.

Ricardo Sa Pinto was named Esteghlal coach in
June 2022 as Farhad Majidi’'s replacement.

Iran to participate at
Jordan tournament

TEHRAN - Iran national football team will
participate in the Jordan’s four-team tournament.

The football federation of Iran has confirmed the
news.

The event will bring Jordan, Iran, Iraq and Qatar
together in October in Amman.

Team Melli will also take part in the CAFA
tournament in Tajikistan, slated for June 12 to 20.

Amir Ghalenoei was named head of Iran national
football team in March and the Persians were held
to a 1-1 draw by Russia and defeated Kenya 2-1
under his leadership in two friendlies.

Iran wins nine
medals at 2023
World Transplant
Games

TEHRAN - Iranian athletes have bagged nine
medals at the end of the second day of the 2023
World Transplant Games underway in Perth,
Australia.

On the second day of the 2023 World Transplant
Games underway in Perth, Australia, the Iranian
athletes won seven medals. On the first day of the
games, Iranians had won two medals.

Fatemeh Saeedi and Masoumeh Rezaei won two
gold medals each in petanque. Elham Mohammadi
and Javad Rahmani won two silver medals each,
and Mustafa Armazd and Majid Shahsavand also
won bronze medals. In women's squash, Marzieh
Yarkhalji won a gold medal for Iran.

The Iranian athletes finished the second day of
the Perth games with a total of nine medals.

Perth, Australia is home to the 2023 World
Transplant Games on 15-21April 2023. According to
the website of the games, athletes and teams from
45 countries are here for a week of competition
and camaraderie.

Pirjahan invited
to Doha Diamond
League

TEHRAN - Iranian runner Mehdi Pirjahan has
been invited to compete at the 2023 Doha Diamond
League.

The 23-year-old will compete in the 400m
hurdles on May 5.

The Doha Diamond League is an annual one-
day track and field meeting held at the Suheim bin
Hamad Stadium in Doha, Qatar.

It is part of the Diamond League - the top level
international circuit for the sport. It is typically
held in May as the first leg of the Diamond League
series.

The 2023 Diamond League is the fourteenth
season of the annual series of outdoor track and
field meetings, organized by World Athletics.

Iran football
federation confirms
participationin
2023 CAFA

TEHRAN - Iran football federation has
announced that Team Melli will participate at the
2023 CAFA Championship.

The first edition of the men’s CAFA will be held
from June 9 to 21this year in Kyrgyzstan.

Allsixmemberassociations of the Association
- Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Turkmenistan, and Afghanistan have given their
confirmation for participation in the CAFA-2023
championship and Russia will likely participate
in the tournament.

Team Melli will reportedly take part in a four-
team tournament in Jordan in October.
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Qazvin province’s annual chicken meat
production stands at 62,000 tons

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial
official, 62,000 tons of chicken meat was
produced in Qazvin province during the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20).

AliRamezanpour, the poultry affairs director
of the province’s Agriculture Department,
stated that 370 chicken breeding units are
active in the province, and put the production
capacity of these units at about eight million
chickens.

The official anticipated that 63,200 tons of
chicken meat will be produced in the poultry
units of this province in the current year.

This province plays an important role in
supplying the country’s livestock and poultry
products, and the poultry breeding units of the
province, in addition to providing the chicken

required by this province, provide part of the
market needs of the neighboring provinces,
Ramezanpour further stated.

According to him, Qazvin province ranks
13th in the production of chicken meat in the
country.

Last week, an adviser to the Poultry Farmers
Union announced that the problem of supplying
food to poultry farmers was recently solved.

Mohammad-Ali Kamali said that part of
the increase in the price of chicken meat is
due to high prices and part is related to the
production costs.

Previously, the producers and breeders
of the poultry industry had problems in
supplying food, because soybean meal was
scarce in the last month of the past Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 20) due to the
problems of the traders, and now this problem
has been solved.

Last year, with the implementation of
the subsidy popularization plan, chicken
farmers used their previous equipment
and facilities for a while, but due to the
imbalance between the supply and demand
of chicken meat, the price of this product
was lower than the approved price in the
market, he further stated.

TEDPIX jumps 36,000 points on

Tuesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 36,147 points to
2.325 million on Tuesday.

As reported, over 24.166 billion securities
worth 167186 trillion rials (about $398
million) were traded at the TSE.

As stated by the secretary general of Iran’s
Securities Exchange Brokers Association
(SEBA), the government and Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) worked well
to make changes in the stock market during
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

Mohammad-Reza Dehgani Ahmad-Abad
added that these measures can bring good
returns in the first half of 1402, but measures
must be taken to remove the concerns from
the stock market in the long term.

In an interview conducted by IRNA, Dehgani
offered a solution to improve the situation
of the stock market in 1402 and said: “If the
shareholders can be assured that there will
be no interference in the market mechanism,
then we can hope for the improvement of the
market situation.”

He mentioned the possibility of changes in the
type of pricing of goods as well as the removal
of mandatory pricing from the country’s
economy and said: “In any way that the rate
determined through the market can be officially
recognized, there is no doubt that hot money
will be collected and attracted to the capital
market. This issue, while helping the country’s
economy, can prevent the destructive growth
of parallel markets, which has no results other
than damage to the economy.”

According to Dehgani, these solutions are
within the authority of the government, which
can give guarantees to the shareholders with
their decisions.

The secretary general of Iran’s Securities
Exchange Brokers Association further
reiterated: “If the shareholders are given the
confidence that there will be no interference
in the market transactions, we can hope for
a change in the stock market transactions; In
this situation, the capital market will perform
better than other parallel markets not only in
1402 but also in the coming years.

Also, the advisor to Iran’s finance and
economic affairs minister has said that capital
market plays an important role in materializing
the slogan of the current Iranian calendar year,
which is “Inflation Control, Production Growth”.

Hamid-Reza Fouladgar said that the
mechanism of the capital market, including
the commodity exchange, can play an
effective role in realizing this year’s slogan,
in such a way that due to the transparency of
transactions in the stock exchange, the rent-
seeking that causes the price of raw materials
to rise is prevented, and transparency
and competitiveness in the industries are
improved.

He pointed to the role of the capital market
in realizing the slogan of “Inflation Control
and Production Growth” and added: “The role
of the capital market in realizing production
growth is that the more we move forward, the
more luck, and of course logical fluctuations,
we should witness in this market. In such a
way that the capital market should not be
capital-averse but capital-attractive, and at
the same time, the rules of supply and demand
and the rules of the capital market should be
completely governed in it”

The process of supplying raw materials
for production and optimal and transparent
distribution of these materials from the
commodity exchange platform plays an
effective role in the growth of production, and
itis also effective in organizing the market and
realizing supply and demand, he explained.

The stock market transactions in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20) went through volatile days, which,
according to experts, despite the value of the
stock market for investment, the mistrust of
shareholders and their fear of entering their
capital into this market led to a decrease in
liquidity and creating severe fluctuations in
the stock market.

This condition caused the government and
the Securities and Exchange Organization to
take effective measures to restore prosperity
and investors’ confidence in this market, in a
way that many capital market experts believe
that the outlook for investing in the stock
market is positive in the current year.

Hossein Abdi, a capital market expert
said that the government has a supportive
approach to the capital market, and it seems
to affect market transactions positively.

Analyzing the upward trend of the stock
market and breaking the record of the index
this year, he said the capital market started its
work in the first week of this year with a very
positive trend, which promises good days in
the capital market for 1402.

TEDPIX jumped to 2.1 million points on April
4, registering a record high.

The forecasts indicate that the stock
exchange transactions in the first three
months of this year will experience good
days and will provide good returns to the
shareholders, Abdi further noted.

Biogas power plant inaugurated in Tehran
Wastewater Treatm ent Plant

TEHRAN- The biogas power
plant of units 5 and 6 of South
Tehran Wastewater Treatment
Plant was put into operation in
the presence of Energy Minister
Ali-Akbar Mehrabian on Tuesday
morning.

This power plant has the
possibility of generating 15 million
kilowatt hours of electricity with
two combined heat and power
(CHP) generators with a total
nominal capacity of 2.4 megawatt
hours.

Implementation of this project

results in the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions by wastewater
about 75,000 tons of carbon preventing

dioxide annually.

In this power plant, in addition
to collecting the biogas from

generating

treatment  and

its release, by the production

electricity
heat from it and avoiding the
consumption of fossil fuel to
generate the required energy,
and

of methane gas will also be
prevented.

A biogas plant is a facility that
provides oxygen-free conditions
where anaerobic digestion can
occur. Simply put, it’s an artificial
system where you can turn waste
into sustainable energy and
fertilizers, with positive effects
on the environment.

Combined heat and
power (CHP), also known as
cogeneration, is the concurrent
generation of electricity or
mechanical power and useful
thermal energy (heating and/or
cooling) from a single source of
energy.

and

release

Iran’s annual non-oil export up 10%

from page 1 » Turkey with $6.99 billion
(15 percent growth), India with $2.019 billion
(80 percent growth), and Germany with
$2.019 billion (five percent growth), were

the first five countries supplying goods to
Iran in 1401, he stated.

The official went on to say that the
country’s non-oil trade reached 159.236
million tons worth $112.821 billion in the
previous year, with an 11.2 percent growth
year on year.

The value of Iran’s non-oil trade rose 38
percent in the Iranian year 1400, according
to the former head of Islamic Republic of
Iran’s Customs Administration (IRICA).

Alireza Mogadasi put the country’s non-
oil trade at 162 million tons worth $100

billion in that year.

He said that Iran exported 122 million
tons of non-oil products worth $48 billion
in 1400, which was $14 billion (41 percent)
more than the figure for the preceding year.

The country’s non-oil trade record in
1400 was reached while the toughest
sanctionswereimposed on Iran, but thanks
to God and the efforts of entrepreneurs,
producers and the cooperation of foreign
trade-related organizations, a historical
record was achieved in the past year which
was unprecedented in recent decades, the
official underlined.

Negotiations underway with 17 countries for
establishment of joint free zones

TEHRAN- The secretary of
the Free Zones High Council
announced  that Iran s
negotiating with 17 countries for
the establishment of joint free
zones and said by setting up these
free zones, trade and investment
will be facilitated.

Hojatollah Abdolmaleki named
Russia as one of the countries in
this due.

In mid-Mach, the deputy head
of the Free Zones High Council
said that Iran and Iraq have
reached an agreement to form
a joint free trade zone on the
border of the two countries in the
near future.

According to Ahmad Jamali,
the decision for establishing the
mentioned zone was made during
the two countries’ fifth Joint
Economic Committee meeting in
Baghdad.

Underlining the fact that three
of Iran’s major free zones are

Jamali noted that along with the
joint zone, these four free trade
zones can play a significant role
in boosting the trade exchanges
between the two countries.

The establishment of free
trade zones (FTZs) in Iran dates
back to the Iranian calendar year
1368 (March 1989 - March 1990)
following the fall in the country’s
oil income in the preceding year
which prompted the government
to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones
of Iran were established in the
south of the country. The first
one was Kish Free Trade Zone
established in 1368 on Kish Island
in the Persian Gulf and the second
one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone
established the year after on
Qeshm Island in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Some five other free trade
zones have been also established
inthe countrysincethen, including
Chabahar in southeastern Sistan-

in  southwestern  Khuzestan
Province, Anzali in northern Gilan
Province, Aras in East-Azarbaijan
Province and Maku in West-
Azarbaijan Province, both in the
northwest of the country.

The development of existing
free trade zones and the
establishment of new FTZs
has become one of the major
economic approaches of the
Iranian government.

In last December, the secretary
of the Free Zones High Council
said that this council is seeking
to modify the country’s free trade
zones (FTZ) comprehensive law.

Speaking in a TV program,
Abdolmaleki said, “The good
news for the entrepreneurs of the
regions, both the current ones
and those who, God willing, will
soon join us, is that we are looking
for the modification of the so-
called comprehensive law.”

“The free zones have been

they also had failures; What is
our main goal is to guide the free
zones to that main path and those
goals that are considered in the
resistance economy that are the
increase of exports and foreign
investment and the transfer of
technology and also meeting
the country’s needs”, the official
stated.

“We follow two approaches or
two general strategies in the new
period of management in the free
zones. Our first approach is to
popularize the free zones and our
second approach is to globalize

located near the Iraqgi border,

Baluchestan Province,

Arvand

relatively successful,

although  these zones”, he added.

Oil, gas wells pipeline length, construction operation

TEHRAN- The length of oil and gas wells
pipelines as well as the pipeline construction
operation increased in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20),
an official with the National Iranian Drilling
Company (NIDC) announced.

Borzou Torabi Raki said that the number of
oil and gas wells pipeline building operations
increased by 10 percent and the length of the
built pipelines increased by 22 percent in the
previous year.

He said that 403 operations were carried
out in an area of 712,615 meters in 1401, while
the figures were 365 operations in an area of
558,157 meters in 1400.

As previously announced by Masoud Afshar,
the deputy head of NIDC for drilling operation,
the company dug and completed the digging
operation of 99 oil and gas wells during the
past Iranian calendar year.

According to Afshar, the drilled wells
consisted of 15 development, five exploratory,
and 79 workover ones.

He said that 77 of the mentioned wells were
drilled in the operational zone of the National
Iranian South Qil Company (NISOC), eight wells
were drilled in the fields under the supervision
of the Iranian Offshore Oil Company (I00C),
eight in the fields under the operation of the
Petroleum Engineering and Development
Company (PEDEC), two wells in the framework
of project, and four in the operational zone
of the drilling management department of
National Iranian Oil company (NIOC).

rises in past year

Over 67000 meters of drilling were

conducted for drilling the mentioned
wells, the official announced, and noted,
“Comprehensive planning has been done
to speed up the drilling operations and it is
expected that with the reconstruction and
modernization of the drilling machines and
equipment, in the current year we will see the
use of more drilling machines of the company
in the oil-rich areas of the country”

Stating that 63 of the 73 light, heavy and
extra heavy drilling rigs in the company’s fleet
are in operation or being moved, he put the
number of rigs being moved at 20.

The NIDC managing director has declared
the company’s infrastructure improvement in
line with the programs of the Oil Ministry as
the most important achievement of NIDC in
the past year.

Speaking at the company’s annual board
meeting, Golpayegani said NIDC’s performance
in various operational, technical, engineering,

support, services, and headquarters
departments has been significant and
improved in the previous year compared to the
preceding two years.

“According to the statistics of our planning
department, the productivity index [of the
company] reached 62 percent past year, while
this figure was 48 percent in 1400,” the official
said.

Pointing to the company’s strengths,
weaknesses, and opportunities, he stated:
“Although the past year’s performance in all
sectors shows growth and an upward trend,
we should not be satisfied and try to get the
company to an even better position this year.”

As previously announced by the official, NIDC
had dug and completed digging operation of
75 oil and gas wells in the Iranian calendar
year 1400.

According to Golpayegani, the drilled wells
consisted of six development, five exploratory,
and 64 workover ones.

He stated that 56 of the mentioned wells
were drilled in the operational zone of the
National Iranian South Qil Company, 10 wells
were drilled in the fields under the supervision
of the Iranian Offshore OQil Company, three in
the fields under the operation of Petroleum
Engineering and Development Company, one
in the field under the supervisor of Iranian
Central Oil Fields Company, three wells in
the framework of project, and two in the
operational zone of the drilling management
department of National Iranian Oil company.



U.S. admits what everyone already ‘ INTERNATIONAL

knew about “dollar hegemony”

From page 1 » Yellen also
claims that economic sanctions
are “a very effective tool” before
backtracking again by admitting
“it does create a desire on the
part of China, of Russia, of Iran

to find an alternative.”

She also claims it's not easy
to replicate the ecosystem that
supports the U.S. dollar, alleging
that it would be challenging to
replicate the currency’s domi-
nance as the international re-
serve currency.

Critics beg to differ.

Yellen has made mistakes in
her remarks and the U.S. Trea-
sury is fully aware of that. Her
implicit message to the Biden
White House is that having
such a large sanctions regime
is harmful to the U.S. economy.
It creates tensions with oth-
er countries including trading
partners of America.

It is not just China, Russia
and Iran that are turning their
back on the US. dollar in trade
transactions and creating a new
economic system to challenge
the dollar as the international
reserve currency.

Just over the past year, the
unprecedented sanctions on
Russia have spectacularly back-
fired on the dollar.

The sanctions have not had
the desired effect as they have
not convinced Moscow that the
war would be too costly. It sent
a message to the rest of the

O
world, which is that you cannot
trust the dollar or the United
States.

The seizure of $350 million
dollars of Russian assets in US.
banks made it clear that any
country that keeps its money in
America is at risk of losing it if
you cross the so-called rules-
based order. Iraq found that out
the hard way with its funds held
in the Federal Reserve in viola-
tion of the country’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity.

The risk which the US. faces
and that Yellen alluded to is the
rising power of the Chinese cur-
rency Yuan.

What the world is witnessing
is how de-dollarization is pick-
ing up swift momentum. They
are turning their backs on SWIFT
and seeing sanctions for what
they are: a weapon of warfare.

In South America, Brazil's
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Sil-
va was the latest Latin American
leader to slam the US. dollar
during his trip to China where he
took extra measures to expand
a Chinese-backed Development
Bank.

The new bank is an alterna-
tive to the International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank, both
under the grips of the US. and
both of which impose harsh loan

conditions that nations around
the world have condemned as
punitive and disruptive to their
economic recovery.

In Beijing Lula hit out at the
dominance of the US. dollar in
international trade, hailing the
signing of the major agreements
between Brazil and China to use
the Chinese yuan in their bilater-
al commerce.

The five emerging and leading
market economies - Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China and South Africa
- known as the BRICS bloc are
promoting the idea that there is
so much trade volume between
them. They no longer need to
rely on the dollar.

There were some structural
steps that needed to have been
taken such as currency swaps,
trading with their own banks
cooperating in each market and
have commodity markets based
outside the United States

Contrary to Yellan’s claims
that it's not easy to replicate the
ecosystem that supports the
U.S. dollar, BRICS has been doing
all this over the past decade or
so0 to make this functional for all
these countries to start trading
in their own currencies. It might
be a slow process, but it's a
working process that did lead up
to the BRICS setting up the New

Development Bank that could
eventually wipe out the U.S. dol-
lar as the international reserve
currency.

Yellan was careful not to
mince her words and say that
sanctions should be dropped al-
together, but she is pointing out
to the Biden administration that
sanctionsarenolongerworking.

In a meeting with the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council lead-
ers, President Xi Jinping said
China “will continue to import
large quantities of crude oil on
a long-term basis from (mem-
ber states of the council) and
purchase more LNG” and the
Shanghai Petroleum Exchange
“will be fully utilized for RMB
(Yuan) settlement in oil and gas
trade.”

Saudi Arabia and China have
already held talks for Riyadh to
export oil to China in Yuan for
the first time instead of the dol-
lar.

India is among the many other
countries that has pushed for a
new foreign trade policy and has
taken steps to support interna-
tional trade using its rupee cur-
rency instead of the dollar.

The Iranian government, like
several others, has already
ditched the U.S. dollar altogeth-
er. The move came after Tehran
was subjected to unprecedented
U.S. sanctions.

The US. has weaponized its
dollar through sanctions. Ex-
perts say that many more coun-
tries have realized that using the
dollar in trade or relying on it as
“an international reserve cur-
rency” will one day subject them
to U.S. sanctions and undermine
their own national economy.
Think tanks have been speak-
ing of de-dollarization for more
than a decade now.

Palestinian prisoners languishing in Israeli dungeons

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- Around 5,000 Palestinians, kid-
napped by the Israeli occupation regime, are
suffering in Israeli prisons. Among them are
women and children.

That’s according to a new joint report to
mark the occasion of International Palestin-
ian Prisoners’ Day.

Most of the footage that we see of Palestin-
ian prisoners on TV is the footage that Israel
wants to be published. The extreme brutality
that Palestinian prisoners face is only seen by
the Palestinian prisoners themselves.

Israel is the only authoritarian regime in
the world which enjoys Western support in
cracking down on Palestinians. The arrest
campaigns are only one dimension of Israel’s
ethnic cleansing measures against the na-
tives of the land.

Among the detainees are many political
prisoners.

Several NGOs have put the report together
to highlight the dire plight that Palestinian
inmates are facing, while issuing calls for the
international community to address the suf-
fering and atrocious terror the prisoners are
being subjected to.

The NGOs stress that “guaranteeing the
rights of prisoners, their families and their
entitlements, as well as their national and
humanitarian cause, should not be subject to
blackmail and bargaining.”

Israel does not limit its terror only to the
Palestinian prisoners. Their families also face
intimidation, and in a large number of cases
their homes are demolished.

According to the report, the detainees and
their families are subjected to systematic vi-
olations and crimes that start with the first
moment of arrest, such as collective punish-
ment, attacking detainees and their families,
threatening, arresting family members, tor-
turing in interrogation centers, preventing
them from meeting attorneys and holding
them for long periods in interrogation cen-
ters and solitary confinement.

Over the past decade, the regime has dra-
matically increased cases of solitary confine-
ment.

The Palestinian prisoners have faced an
uptick in atrocities by the regime’s forces this
year, especially physical assaults and torture

of female inmates as well as depriving the
prisoners of their most basic rights.

This is where the international community
must be ashamed of itself, especially the so-
called Western advocates of human rights,
particularly women’s rights.

Earlier this year, the regime’s prison forces
conducted provocative searches in the cells
of three women inmates which led to pro-
tests in which two cells were set on fire. The
shameful measures against female prisoners
led to a “rebellion in all jails”.

Unlike anywhere else in the world, the
apartheid entity practices something called
administrative detention, where it imprisons
Palestinians without charge or trial for an in-
definite time frame, simply because it claims
they may pose a threat.

According to the NGOs, more than a thou-
sand Palestinians are being held under ad-
ministrative detention, which is around 300
more than last year’s reports.

Palestinians who are seeking the freedom
of their land from an occupation regime,
should not be kidnapped and sent to Israeli
dungeons in the first place.

This should be condemned by the interna-
tional community instead of being met with
silence. That silence has only enabled the re-
gime to expand its atrocities against the Pal-
estinian prisoners.

Amid the silence, many of the prisoners
have gone on hunger strike to bring some
form of attention to their dire plight.

Among the most prominent prisoners at
the moment on hunger strike is Khader Ad-
nan. The Palestinian Prisoners Club says Ad-
nan is now in a critical condition after at least
72 days of his hunger strike protest; he is re-
ported to be facing an imminent death.

The report says there are currently 4900
detainees in Israeli prisons, including 31
women, 160 minors and more than 1000 ad-
ministrative detainees, including 6 minors
and 2 women.

Moreover, there are 23 detainees who have
been imprisoned since the so-called Oslo
Accords, the oldest of whom is the detainee
Mohammed Tous, who has been imprisoned
since 1985.

There are 400 detainees who have spent
more than 20 years in Israeli dungeons,

which the NGOs have referred to as senior
detainees.

Currently there are 554 detainees serving
life sentences. Abdullah Barghouthi is serv-
ing the longest prison term with 67 life sen-
tences.

The NGOs have saluted the “brave prison-
ers in the prisons of the occupation, renew-
ing the pledge to the martyrs of the captive
movement and all the martyrs of our people
to continue the struggle until achieving the
goals of our people in freedom, return, inde-
pendence and the establishment of the Pal-
estinian state with al-Quds (Jerusalem) as its
capital”

They have also said that 232 prisoners have
been martyred during their long years of in-
carceration. Around 700 of the prisoners are
suffering from serious diseases and other
health conditions.

This year has witnessed even more dire
events for Palestinian prisoners in light of
the changes imposed by the Israeli elections
and the formation of a new extremely fascist
coalition with ministers such as Itamir Ben
Gvir, who has resorted to many measures
of incitement against the detainees and the
martyrs’ families.

At one point Ben-Gvir poured cold water on
the wishes of Palestinians who were seeking
freedom. He said, “The death penalty should
be enacted for ‘terrorists’ but until then, they
should be treated as terrorists.”

This is while Israel is the biggest terrorist
and illegal entity in West Asia and until its
apartheid demise, will continue to practice
terror against the indigenous people of the
land and against al-Agsa Mosque, Islam’s
third holiest site in occupied al-Quds.

The report does not include the regime’s
arrest campaign this year. So far in 2023, the
occupation has arrested more than 2300 Pal-
estinians, including 350 minors, the majority
of them have been abducted from al-Quds, in
addition to 40 women. It is not clear whether
these Palestinians have been released or not.

Since Israel’s occupation of the West Bank,
al-Quds, and the Gaza Strip in 1967, an esti-
mated number of at least 800,000 Palestin-
ians have been dragged blindfolded to Israeli
dungeons.

Some organizations have put that number
at more than a million.

Russia, China to
ramp up military
cooperation

Russia and China plan to deepen mili-
tary-technical cooperation and military
trade, Chinese Defense Minister Colo-
nel-General Li Shangfu said during a meet-
ing with Russian Defense Minister Army
General Sergey Shoigu in Moscow on Tues-
day.

“The armed forces of Russia and Chi-
na will certainly carefully implement the
agreements reached by the heads of state
and promote military and military-tech-
nical cooperation and military trade be-
tween Russia and China. We will definitely
take them to the next level” the Chinese
minister said.

He also stressed the great importance
of the fact that he was received by Russian
President Vladimir Putin upon his arrival
in Moscow.

“Yesterday we also visited the Mili-
tary Academy of the General Staff of the
Russian Armed Forces. It was very illumi-
nating. This means that the Russian side
is paying special attention to my visit,” Li
Shangfu added.

Russia summons
Westerndiplomats
over ‘meddling’ in
dissident’s case

Russia’s Foreign Ministry summoned the
U.S,, British and Canadian ambassadors for
a dressing down on Tuesday after they con-
demned the conviction of an opposition pol-
itician for treason.

A Moscow court jailed Kremlin critic Vlad-
imir Kara-Murza - who holds Russia and
British passports - for 25 years after con-
victing him of treason on Monday.

Kara-Murza, 41, successfully lobbied
Western governments to impose sanctions
on Russia and individual Russians for pur-
ported human rights violations.

He also condemned what Moscow calls its
“special military operation” in Ukraine.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry accused the
three ambassadors of “crude interference in
Russia’s internal affairs and activity incom-
patible with their diplomatic status”, Inter-
fax news agency reported.

There was no immediate comment from
the three embassies.

Egypt says it won’t
interfere in Sudan
conflict, urges
ceasefire

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
said Tuesday that his country “will not inter-
fere in the internal affairs of Sudan and will
continue its efforts for achieving a cease-
fire”

“What is happening in Sudan is an internal
matter and should not be interfered with,”
al-Sisi said in a televised speech during
a meeting of the Supreme Council of the
Egyptian Army.

He affirmed his country’s readiness to
“play a positive role to bring about calm and
restore security and stability in Sudan.”

“It is imperative for the conflicting
Sudanese parties to sit at the negoti-
ating table .. to spare Sudan from fur-
ther deterioration,” the Egyptian pres-
ident said.

“We are in contact with the Sudanese
army and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
in order to encourage a ceasefire, lead-
ing to negotiations to restore initial sta-
bility,” he added.

Al-Sisi pointed out that “the emphasis
is on the security and safety of Egyptian
soldiers in Sudan.”
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High-ranking
Hamas delegation
visits Saudi Arabia

A group of high-ranking officials from the
Palestinian Hamas resistance organization
has flown to Saudi Arabia in an effort to re-
kindle relations between the two countries.

According to Palestinian media, a delega-
tion thatincluded Hamas politburo chairman
Ismail Haniyeh, the group’s foreign affairs
chief Khaled Mashal, and officials Mousa
Abu Marzook and Khalil al-Hayya, landed in
the Saudi city of Jeddah late Monday.

According to reports, the team will con-
duct the Umrah in the closing days of Rama-
dan, the holy Muslim fasting month.

Following the resistance group’s victory in
the Palestinian parliamentary elections and
hostilities with the Fatah political party in
Gaza, relations between Riyadh and Hamas
worsened in 2007.

Saudi Arabia detained scores of Hamas
members in 2019 on the grounds that they
posed a danger to the kingdom’s leadership.

In recent months, Hamas officials have
expressed a desire to repair relations with
Saudi Arabia. As a result, the monarchy has
freed a large number of Hamas captives, in-
cluding senior member Mohammad Al-Khu-
dari.

In a statement back in February following
the release of Hamas detainees, the move-
ment stated, “We affirm our keenness on
positive relations with our brothers in Saudi
Arabia and all brotherly countries in the ser-
vice of the Palestinian cause and our Arab
and Islamic nation.”

Syria, Tunisia
reestablish
diplomatic
relations

Syria’s chief diplomat is on a three-day of-
ficial visit to Tunisia meant to restore diplo-
matic relations that have been cut off since
2012.

Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal Mikdad had
a meeting with Tunisian counterpart Nabil
Ammar shortly after his arrival on Monday
evening. No details were disclosed about the
talks and Mikdad’s schedule for Tuesday or
Wednesday.

The visit is meant to help restore bilateral
relations, the Tunisian Department of For-
eign Affairs said in a statement.

Qatar and UAE
in process

of restoring
diplomatic ties

Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
are restoring diplomatic ties and reopening
embassies, officials said on Tuesday, more
than two years after Arab states ended a
boycott of Doha.

“At present, the activation of diplomat-
ic ties, which will include the reopening of
embassies, is under process between both
countries,” a UAE official said in a statement
in response to a question from Reuters.

Qatar’s international media office, in a
statement, confirmed that “work is under-
way to reopen the respective embassies as
soon as possible”.

An official said embassies were expected

to reopen with new ambassadors in their
posts by mid-June.

A fourth source said diplomatic relations
would be fully restored within weeks.
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Maku to develop tourism investment

LY

TEHRAN - The tourism directorate of the
northwestern Iranian city of Maku in West
Azarbaijan province plans to cultivate tourism
investment, a local official has said.

Investing in tourism is a priority for Maku,
Hossein Garusi said on Tuesday.

Aiming to attract investors in tourism, as well
as invest in eco-lodge units, and build ziplines,
go-karts, and other activities is on the agenda this
year, the official added.

Maku offers a number of advantages for
investors, including cheap and available energy,
skilled manpower, power plants, tax exemptions
and customs incentives related to the import of
raw materials and machinery related to the launch
of production lines, he noted.

As a border region between Iran, Turkey,
Azerbaijan and Armenia, the region has a
unique geographical location, with hundreds of
pristine natural attractions and unique historical
monuments, as well as an airport with a high
tourist capacity, he mentioned.

Back in February, the official announced that
the city considered ways to boost sports tourism.

There are many opportunities for sports
tourism to develop in this area, especially winter
sports, he said.

A lot of tourists visit Maku every year to do
winter sports in the highlands because of the
climatic conditions, demonstrating the region’s

high capacity to develop sports tourism, the
official added.

Maku is located northwestern province of West
Azarbaijan and enjoys a unique geographical and
natural location.

In a valley that passes through which the
Zangmar River divides Maku into two parts, the
city is located 1294 meters above sea level.

The city is surrounded by the Qarasu River
and Turkey from the north, the Aras River (the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic and Armenia)
from the east, Khoy from the south, and Turkey
from the west.

Due to the surrounding stony mountains, this
city has a moderate climate in winter and a hotter
climate in summer.

Mountainous landscapes, flourishing pastures,
hot water springs, waterfalls, protected areas,
and hunting grounds are some of the tourist
attractions of this area.

Maku is located on the main Tabriz-Bazargan
road and has an excellent strategic location.

Among the city’s most significant features is its
role as the country’s only land border business and
a link to Europe. As part of Maku’s economy, there is
an industrial complex on the Maku-Bazargan road.

Maku people rely on cross-border trade,
agriculture, and animal husbandry for their
livelihood.

Rageh Canyon: a must-visit for

From Page 1> Moreover, there are
some indications of human presence
in this valley, like small handmade
holes and caves; but this grand
valley, a great reminder of the sheer
force of nature, has been created
through erosion by water and wind
and is still changing.

At the bottom of the canyon, there
is a river which, at certain points,
needs caution and familiarity with
the area to pass.

Rageh Canyon continues for
almost 20 km and in some parts, you
need to walk through the shallower
parts of the river, so make sure you

have suitable shoes and equipment.

While the canyon itself is a sight
to behold, the area surrounding
the canyon is also home to other

adventure eekers

fascinating attractions as wi
To get there, you need to go to

Rafsanjan, either by a short flight or

by train which has a stop 40 Km from

Rafsanjan or you can take a bus.

The best time to trek the scenic
canyon is in the spring or autumn.
You'll notice that in the autumn, the
temperature down in the canyon is
warmer than above.

A good pair of hiking boots are
strongly recommended. Parts of this
canyon may require trekking through
the water.

Canyoning in Iran is still a relatively
new and developing activity, but
with an increasing number of tour
operators offering guided trips and
equipment rentals, it is becoming
more accessible to many tourists.

el

Handicrafts sales reach $8m nationwide in Noruz

TEHRAN -Iran’s handicrafts sales totaled over
four trillion rials (58 million) during the two-week
new year (Noruz) holidays, which ended on April 2,
the Iranian deputy minister for handicrafts has said.

This amount of sales is the result of temporary
Noruz handicrafts markets held from March 16 to
April 7, Maryam Jalali Dehkordi explained on Tuesday.

Over 27 million people visited these markets
during the mentioned time, she noted.

With 107 temporary markets with a capacity
of 1048 stalls, northern Gilan province had the
largest number of handicraft markets in Noruz
this year, the official added.

The value of Iran’s handicraft exports stood at
$400 million during the first ten months of the
current Iranian calendar year 1401 (Mar. 21, 2022

- Jan. 20, 2023), the deputy tourism minister said
in February.

Compared with the same period a year earlier,
the figure represents some 30 percent growth,
Jalali said.

“The Islamic Republic exported $400 million
worth of handicrafts during the first ten months
of the current year, which shows a 30 percent
increase year on year.”

Iran exported some $320 million worth of
handicrafts during the past Iranian year (1400),
the official stated.

The Islamic Republic has the most cities and
towns registered with the World Crafts Council
(WCC), followed by China with seven, Chile with
four, and India with three designated ones.

The WCC-Asia-Pacific Region designated Shiraz,
Malayer, Zanjan, and the village of Qasemabad in
January 2020, bringing the total number of craft
cities and towns in Iran from 10 to 14. Shiraz has been
dubbed “the world city of [various] handicrafts.”

Malayer became a center for woodcarving
and carved wood furniture on a global scale. The
designation “world city of filigree” was given
to Zanjan. The village of Qassemabad, which
is renowned throughout the country for its
traditional costumes, was also promoted to a
major handicrafts center on an international scale.

Ceramics, porcelain, handwoven clothing,
jewelry, and semi-precious stones are among
Iranian handicrafts traditionally exported to Iraq,
Afghanistan, Germany, the U.S., and the Persian
Gulf coastal states, to name a few.

Tehran meeting celebrates world heritage day

TEHRAN - On Tuesday, a host of Iranian cultural
heritage devotees and experts came together at a
Tehran meeting to celebrate the International Day
for Monuments and Sites (IDMS), which explores
“Heritage Changes” as its theme this year.

The attendees exchanged views on ways to
safeguard human heritage and recognize efforts
made by various organizations to preserve heritage
around the world.

In particular, they discussed the country’s noble
cultural heritage that has had a fundamental impact
on the world through art, architecture, poetry,

science and technology, medicine, philosophy, and
engineering,

Iran's archaeological legacy is extended from the
Mediterranean Sea to India and ranges across four
millennia from the Bronze Age (3rd millennium BC) to
the glorious age of classical Islam and the magnificent
medieval cities of Isfahan and Shiraz that thrived in the
9th-12th centuries CE, and beyond.

Moreover, the direct legacy of the ancient Iranians
can be traced across West Asia, the Caucasus
and Turkey, the Arabian Peninsula and Egypt and
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, India, and

Health tourism still untapped resource for
Alborz province, expert says

TEHRAN  -Alborz province could
benefit economically from developing
health tourism, an expert has said.

The growth of health tourism in
Alborz and throughout the country is
considered one of the most promising
sectors for economic prosperity, Tahereh
Shahi explained on Tuesday.

By planning and identifying health
tourism  potentials and  providing
appropriate infrastructure,  Alborz
province can be introduced as a health
tourism destination and become one of the
country’s health tourism hubs, she added.

According to available data, Iran hosts
an average of one million medical tourists
each year. “About one million medical
tourists, mainly from the neighboring
countries, arrive in  Iran annually”
Mohammadreza Tarjoman, who presides
over the Health Ministry’s tourism office,
said last April.

“The majority of inbound medical
passengers come from the neighboring
countries, including Iraq and Afghanistan,”
the official said. Talking about hospitals
and clinics, he said a selection of 200
Iranian medical centers have permission to

accept foreign patients.

Experts believe medical tourism in
Iran is a win-win opportunity both for
the country and foreign patients, as
they are offered affordable yet quality
treatment services and the country
gains considerable foreign currency.
Amongst Iran’s trump cards are the
presence of credible surgeons and
physicians,  cutting-edge ~ medical
technologies, high-tech medicine and
diverse specializations, super affordable
procedures, and finally its hospitable
people.

Greek tourists visit Fatima Masoumeh shrine

in Qom

TEHRAN -A group of Greek tourists
paid a visit to the holy shrine of Fatima
Masoumeh (SA) in Qom on Monday, a
local official has said.

A major purpose of foreign tourists
visiting the holy shrine is to make other
religions aware of Islam’s high capacity
to value the position of women, and
each year more groups of tourists visit
this holy place, Kamal Sorayya Ardakani
explained on Tuesday.

Located in Qom, some 140 km to the
south of Tehran, the shrine is where the
sister of Imam Reza (AS), the 8th Shia
Imam, is laid to rest.

30 historical structures restored in

Each day, the holy shrine draws
thousands of pilgrims and visitors
from Iran and some from across the
globe. According to available data, 6,427
international travelers from 82 countries
visited the shrine during the first eleven
months of the past Iranian calendar year,
which ended on March 21.

People from Spain, Poland, Italy, the
US., Russia, Germany, the Netherlands,
France, the Czech Republic, and Brazil
constituted the highest number of
international visitors to the shrine.

In 815 CE, according to legends, Hazrat
Masoumeh (SA) traveled to Khorasan from

North Khorasan province

TEHRAN - A selection of 30 historical
buildings and monuments have been
restored across Iran’s North Khorasan
province.

“Restoration work completed on a
selection of 30 historical buildings in
North Khorasan last year (ended on
March 20),” ISNA quoted the provincial
tourism chief as saying on Monday.

“Cultural heritage, which must be
passed down from one generation to
another, is a symbol of the identity of a
particular region,” Ali Mostofian said.

The history of the Khorasan region,
which is extended, along the north, from
the Amu Darya (Oxus River) westward
to the Caspian Sea and, along the south,
from the fringes of the central Iranian

Medina with a large number of her relatives
to visit her brother, Imam Reza (AS).

However, the Abbasid Caliph Mamun
ordered his men to stop them at Saveh, a
town near Qom, which is home to a large
Shia population. Mamun’s soldiers killed
many of her companions in Saveh, where
she fellill. She, therefore, decided to take
refuge in Qom.

The Shia Muslims of Qom extended a
very warm welcome to Hazrat Masumeh
(SA) and his companions upon their arrival
in the city. However, she was in critical
condition and eventually died in 816 CE.

deserts eastward to the mountains of
central Afghanistan, stretches back to
very ancient times.

As mentioned by Britannica, the
Khorasan region was part of the
Achaemenian Empire of the 6th to 4th
century BC and the Parthian Empire,
which spanned from the 3rd century BC
to the 3rd century CE.

Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN B

Subject of Tender :

To Supply TurkmenAlem Satellite Signalling Equipments in accordance with the technical specification and other

IN THE NAME OF GOD
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

INTERNATIONAL TWO-STAGES TENDER No: 1402/108-10/01

RENEWAL

ROADCASTING (IRIB)

terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:

From Wednesday 19 April 2023 (1402/01/30) 09:00 a.m until Wednesday 26 April 2023 (1402/02/06) by 09:00 a.m
with presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document:

Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4" Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel

Esteghlal St.Vali—Assr Ave,Tehran, |

ran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:

Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000 Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:

The amount of deposit for participating in tender is USD 5,000 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 2,300,000,000 which

should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:

The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should
be submitted no later than 09:00 a.m. on Sunday 28 May 2023 (1402/03/07) at the address mentioned in 4™ clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:

The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Sunday 28 May 2023 (1402/03/07) at 10:00a.min

the office of International Purchasing Dept.

Time and place of opening Envelopes:

The envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 28 May 2023 (1402/03/07) at 14:00 p.m in the office of Financial
Vice President .In case of complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will

be opened at the same time and place.

The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.

Fore more information please see :

www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/

Tel: 00982122167053

Pakistan.

For instance, in the 6th century BC, Iran was
home to the first world empire. The Achaemenids
ruled a multicultural superpower that stretched
to Egypt and Asia Minor in the west, and India and
Pakistan in the east. They were the power by which
all other ancient empires measured themselves.
Their cultural homeland was in the Fars province
of modern Iran. The word Persian is the name for
the Iranian people based on the home region of the
Achaemenids - Pars.

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB



From page 1 » Currently, some
1,300 manufacturing and knowl-
edge-based companies with around
30,000 experts and specialists
are working in the field of medical
equipment in the country.

Also, some $800 million worth of
medical equipment is produced in the
country and there is the capacity to in-
crease the figure to $2 billion.

The Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology has launched 25
plans to boost the production of
medical equipment and supplies us-
ing capacities of the domestic tech-
nological ecosystem.

A high amount of foreign curren-
cy is spent on the import of medical
equipment and supplies annually,
IRNA reported.

Despite the fact that in the last few
years, Iranian specialists have proven
their significant ability and knowledge
in producing high-quality products,
medical equipment is imported on a
large scale.

Therefore, 25 plans have been
started using the capacity of the tech-
nological ecosystem and innovation
for boosting the production of medical
equipment and necessities.

“Six plans for the production of
medical imaging devices”, “a plan
for the production of cardiovascular
stents”, “ten plans for raw materi-
als for the production line of medi-
cal equipment”, “four plans for the
production of blood glucose meters
and test strips” and “four plans for
the production of biomaterials” are
some of the projects that are sup-

Hospltals eq ulpped with
95% Iranian-made systems

posed to be implemented.

Meanwhile, Iran expects to in-
crease the exports of medicine to
around $200 million in the current
year that started on March 21, from
some $60 million last year.

“The increase in drug production
is supported by stable supply for ex-
ports, and our forecast for exports
in the current year is $200 million,’
IRNA quoted Heidar Mohammadi,
the head of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, as saying.

Currently, the production of med-
icine, medical equipment, and pow-
dered milk is supported by subsidies.

The Vice Presidency
for Science and
Technology has

launched 25
plans to boost the
production of medical
equipment.

So, their exports were very limited, but
it is hoped that their exports will in-
crease next year, he explained.

Referring to the shortage of 100
drug items in the country, he said:
“Currently, nearly one and a half
percent of the country’s pharma-
ceutical need is imported. Along
with domestic production, it is done
as soon as the domestic production
meets the demand”

According to Food and Drug Admin-
istration, some $60 million worth of
medicine was exported in the calendar
year 1400 (March 2021-March 2022).

The figure was about $180 million
in the year 1397 (March 2018-March
2019). The country imports some $1
billion of drugs per year.

Isfahan to host mtl WANA congress on blotechnology

TEHRAN - The Second West Asia and North Africa
(WANA) Congress aiming to address the main chal-
lenges in the field of biotechnology will be held on
May 10-11in the city of Isfahan.

WANA aims to provide a platform for academic
scientists in West Asia and North Africa to encour-
age the exchange of the latest information on re-
cent approaches and main challenges in the field
of biotechnology.

The program includes plenary and panel sessions
with invited speakers among scientists of the WANA
area, enjoying pre-congress workshops, all of which
focus on biotechnology and nano-biotechnology
bringing the animal farming industry, regenerative
medicine, and protein recombinant technology into
their core of interest and attention.

Transferring scientific experiences through net-
working and creating effective connections with
other scientific centers, researchers, and scientists
of the WANA region around the world, identifying the
capacity for cooperation in the countries of the re-
gion, and expanding the communication network are
among the main objectives of the congress.

It also aims to develop networking between
knowledge-based companies in the region in order
to increase communication and interactions and
trade of scientific products.

Revitalizing the biotechnology economy and cre-
ating regional leadership in the management and
guidance of knowledge-based companies in order to
develop export-oriented products, and providing a
complete chain of knowledge-based services (Total
Solution) including training, expert consulting, mon-
itoring, and implementation of large-scale projects
in the field of biotechnology are also pursued.

And finally, helping to develop and improve the
food security of the country by using new technolo-
gies and moving towards establishing the indepen-
dence of the food economy of Islamic countries as a
vital component in the revival of regional power at

SDSs mitigation plan to take

effect next year

Sand and dust storm (SDS) mitigation plan will be
implemented in the southeastern province of Sistan-
Baluchestan as of the next Iranian calendar year (beginning

10-11 May 2023
Isfahan, Iran

the global level is a main priority.

Iran is ranked 12th in the world and first in West
Asia in terms of biotechnology, as 9.5 percent of
the income of knowledge-based companies and
more than 60 percent of their exports are related
to biotechnology.

The secretary general of the Biotechnology De-
velopment Headquarters has said about $1.8 billion
have been saved as a result of biotechnological ac-
tivities in the field of medicine.

“Efforts in the ecosystem of technology and inno-
vation are so great that every year we see a decrease
in spending foreign exchange and an increase in do-
mestic production in the field of medicine and treat-
ment; ISNA quoted Mostafa Qanei as saying.

Products that have been manufactured with the
help of indigenized biotechnology have met do-
mestic needs, he added.

“Currently, about 800 knowledge-based com-
panies are operating in the field of biotechnology,
and we are trying to increase this number quali-
tatively and quantitatively by increasing support,”
Qanei highlighted.

In January, Qanei said the US. sanctions have im-
peded the country’s ability to acquire a targeted 3

ENGLISH IN USE

March 21), Department of Environment (DOE) chief has

announced.

A total fund of $150 million from the National
Development Fund has been proposed to counter dust
storms in Sistan-Baluchestan province, IRNA quoted Issa

Kalantari as saying on Tuesday.

Referring to the SDSs hitting southeastern part of the
country causing the residents severe health problems, he
noted that the president is pursuing the issue and as long
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as the fund is provided the plan will go into effect.

h

percent share of the global biotechnology market.

Iran is an advanced and developed country in the
field of biotechnology and home to outstanding
technologists, he added.

“We could easily increase Iran’s share of the global
biological market to three percent,” he said.

Considering that Iran has 1percent of the world’s
population, we aimed to gain 3 percent of the world’s
biotechnology market, but the sanctions did not al-
low us to become a good actor in the field of biotech-
nology at the international level.

The Secretary of Biotechnology Development
Headquarters considered financial exchanges to be
the main problem in this field.

“In recent years, we have tried to realize this plan,
and technologists and knowledge-based companies
have also taken steps in this direction, and good
successes have been achieved, but we are far from
reaching the desired point,” he noted.

Currently, around 30 types of biotech medicines
are produced in the country in addition to kits,
vaccines, and blood products. Also, 80 percent of
biotechnology pharmaceutical items are domesti-
cally produced.
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Straight Truth

SDSs from Iraq, Syria, and Saudi Arabia

may enter Iran

TEHRAN - Ahad Vazifeh, head of the
national center for drought and crisis
management, hassaidnewsourcesofsandand
dust storms, originating from Irag, Syria, and
Saudi Arabia may enter Iran.

Unfortunately, precipitations in Irag and
Syria have not been sufficient. So, most of
Iran’s sand and dust storms originate from
Irag and Syria, he added, ISNA reported.

The sand and dust storms often originate
from the eastern regions of Syria, and the
western and central to southern regions of
Iraq and are transported to Iran, he explained.

In addition to these areas, winds from
south to north may lead to the transfer of
sand and dust storms from Saudi Arabia to
Iran, he noted.

The SDS phenomenon has been plaguing
the country for several years and has caused
problems in many provinces. According to
experts, natural and human factors are in-
volved in the occurrence and severity of this
phenomenon which is mainly caused by ex-
cessive consumption of water and drying up
reservoirs.

In August 2022, Department of Environ-
ment Chief AliSalajegeh said to deal with
sand and dust storms, positive measures
have been taken inside the country.

A ten-year plan has been prepared to curb
internal sources of sand and dust storms, he
added.

Based on the plan, the relevant institu-
tions are performing their tasks to curb SDS
effects, he stated, adding that the Natural
Resources and Watershed Management Or-
ganization should have the first role in the
plan, and the Planning and Budget Organiza-
tion should also stand by the work.

The internal dust sources are estimated
at 34.6 million hectares, generating an aver-
age amount of 4.22 million tons of dust per
year, about 1.460 million hectares are dried
wetlands.

In the past four years, about €370 million
has been spent by the National Development
Fund to combat SDSs, which had good re-
sults, but it seems that the annual credit is
declining as conditions improve.

Letizia Rossano, the director of the Asian
and Pacific Centre for the Development of
Disaster Information Management (APDIM),
said in June that Iran is really at forefront of
understanding the problem of sand and dust
storms as well as dealing with it.

More than 80 percent of the entire pop-
ulations of Turkmenistan, Pakistan, Uzbeki-
stan, Tajikistan, and the Islamic Republic of
Iran are exposed to medium and high lev-
els of poor air quality due to sand and dust
storms,” she noted.

An international conference on combating
sand and dust storms will be held in Iran.

Based on the successful experiences of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the field of com-
bating sand and dust storms, the United Na-
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tions introduced Iran as the host of the inter-
national meeting, IRIB reported.

Arrangements have been made with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in July next
year, this meeting will be held in Tehran with
the presence of the environment ministers of
the world countries.

In the field of diplomacy, the Department of
Environment has held meetings with neigh-
boring countries to the extent that Egypt has
also announced its readiness to attend the
Tehran meeting.

A delegation from Iran will travel to Iraq in
the near future to discuss the issue of sand
and dust storms in order to make decisions
to deal with the problem.

In July 2022, Tehran played host to a con-
ference of ministers and officials from 11
countries, aiming to boost cooperation for
resolving extant environmental problems,
especially sand and dust storms.

Environment ministers of Irag, Armenia,
the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Syria, and
Qatar, as well as deputy ministers of Azer-
baijan and Turkmenistan along with delega-
tions from Turkey and Uzbekistan, partici-
pated in the event which was held with the
theme of “Environmental Cooperation for a
Better Future”

Addressing the opening ceremony, Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi emphasized that the
preservation of the environment is essential
and an inevitable priority.

Raisi had earlier obliged the department of
environment to diligently pursue the solution
of sand and dust storms through diplomacy
and international forums, as well as interac-
tion with neighboring countries.

“Conservation of the ecosystem and envi-
ronment, which is a global concern, especial-
ly for countries of the region, is an inevitable
priority today. If the environment is not safe
and peaceful for people, the development will
not be in its proper place and it will even be-
come a threat to human health,” Raisi stated.

The SDS phenomenon has been plaguing
the country for several years and has caused
problems in many provinces.

According to studies, eight large sand and
dust storm hotspots stretching to 270 mil-
lion hectares in neighboring and Persian Gulf
countries are affecting Iran.

Regional maps show that Saudi Arabia pro-
duces the highest level of particulate matter,
followed by Iraq, Syria, Kuwait, and the UAE,
respectively.

Invee tuiin fullom

Clusters of bell-shaped inverted tulips decorate mountainous areas of Kuhrang,
western Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari province, now that spring is in full swing.

The flower, also known as the crown imperial tulip, has red, yellow or orange blooms
often with a crown on top, hence the name, and have been adding a colorful touch to

the local landscape.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

The greatest Jihad is to battle your own soul. To fight the evil within
yourself.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:04 Evening: 18:59

Dawn: 3:56 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:26 (tomorrow)

China, Iran: Influence of Eastern Iranian art

Part 2

An early subject of Chinese monumental
imperial tomb sculpture of the Later Han Era
(25-220 CE) is a winged leonine creature,
designated in Chinese as a bixie meaning, “to
ward off evil spirits”.

This animal has precedents in inlaid
metalwork of the Warring States period,
but its use in large-scale sculptural form is
significant, and shows not only the stylistic
influence of Western Asia via Achaemenid
Persia and Central Asia, but also reflects its
prestige as a royal guardian.

Lions are not native to China, but as
fanciful supernatural creatures the Chinese
adapted them into varied auspicious forms.

During the Later Han Era Buddhism began
to spread from the West to China, brought
first by itinerant merchants by land and sea.

It appeared in western Xinjiang first
(closest to Buddhist Gandhara and Bactria)
at Kashgar and Khotan by the beginning of
the 1st century CE.

A Parthian prince, An Shigao was the first
important foreigner to translate Buddhist
texts into Chinese, arriving in Luoyang in
147 CE.

Such an enterprise necessitated a
thorough knowledge of Chinese. In the
prior century China had lost much of its
control over Xinjiang during the Wang Mang
interregnum (9-25 CE) forcing much of the
silk trade with the West to sea routes.

At Kongwangshan near Lianyungang on
the seacoast of northern Jiangsu is a large
rocky hill covered with Buddhist scenes
and images in low relief, together with
representations of figures that look like
Indo-Scythians.

This site is dated to the 2nd century CE and
includes 105 separate reliefs, probably not
all of the same date. It is possible that some
date from the later 1Ist century, since the
area was known in Chinese annals to have
held the location where foreign Buddhists,
merchants and monks, congregated.

Originally, most of these foreigners must
have come by sea and settled as trading
agents on China’s northern coast near places
with large silk productions.

The style of the carvings at Kongwangshan
has been compared with that of rock-cut
reliefs at Tang-e Sarvak in Parthian Elymais
by Rhie.

It is likely that Parthians, as well as Indo-
Scythians, came to China by sea, especially
during the 1st century CE, when the land
routes through Xinjiang had again become
dangerous.

After the collapse of the Later Han
Dynasty, China suffered devastation and
fragmentation.

The Xiongnu reasserted itself in the north
to be followed by the Xianbei, a Turko-
Mongol confederation, finally coalescing into
the Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 CE) in
northern China.

In the meantime, many of the Saka had
settled into oasis kingdoms in Xinjiang,
notably, Kashgar, Yarkand, and Khotan, and
Kucha where Buddhism and its hybrid art
and culture thrived.

In spite of Chinese instability, Buddhism
expanded east, bringing along the artistic
influences of the Indo-Bactrian Kushan
empire’s Buddhist imagery, as traders and

translator-monks continued to arrive from
India, Bactria, Sogdiana, and the kingdoms
of Xinjiang, often becoming permanent
residents on China’s western borders.

The conquering Xianbei Tuoba became
particularly devoted to Buddhism, and the
period of the Northern Wei Dynasty saw
a renewed vitality in trade and Western
cultural influences.

The Northern Wei Buddhist cave temples
of Yungang near Datong (ca. 460-505
CE) reflect a new energetic eclecticism
teeming with figural elements derived
from Gandhara, Bactria, and Xinjiang, where
Buddhist art had developed for more than
three centuries.

Decorative motives of ultimate Greco-
Iranian origin such as palmette and vine
scrolls, volutes, pilasters, hexagonal patterns,
pearl borders and fretwork designs received
new interpretations in Northern Wei art.

In 454, the Northern Wei emperor decreed
that five large bronze statues of the Buddha
be made and set up in memory of five of his
predecessors.

These no longer exist, but each of the
first five cave temples created at Yungang
contains a huge Buddha image thought to
commemorate a Northern Wei emperor.

Rawson suggested that this practice
echoes that of the Kushan dynasty in the
Indo-Afghan region during the 2nd century
CE, when dynastic shrines such as that
dedicated to the Kushan king Kanishka | at
Surkh Kotal in Bactria were created.

It is significant to note that, when the
small, devoutly Buddhist state of Liang in
the Gansu Corridor near Dunhuang was
conquered by the Northern Wei in 439, many
of its monks and artisans were transferred
to the Wei capital.

These migrants were seminal in
transmitting the art and culture of Buddhist
Xinjiang.

A group of gilt-bronze and gilt silver
luxury vessels, all bearing the decorative
and figurative hallmarks of Greco-
Iranian Hellenism, have been found at the
Northern Wei capital at Datong and were
probably imported from Bactria, then under
Hephthalite domination.

The stylistic nuances differentiating them
suggest that they were not the production
of a single era, but an assortment of luxury
metalwork vessels that adhered stylistically
to permutations of Greco-lranian tradition
in Bactria from the Kushan through the
Hephthalite periods.

A gilt silver plate depicting a princely boar
hunt, excavated from a tomb near Datong
dated to 504 CE, is close to early Sassanid
royal hunting plates in style and technical
aspects, but diverges enough to suggest a
Bactrian origin dating from the era of the
Kushano-Sassanid rule (ca. 275-350 CE).

An astonishing gilt silver ewer of Iranian
type with a relief frieze of figures seemingly
taken from Greek mythology was found in a
mid-6th century tomb in Ningxia province.

It is probable that this vessel was made in
Bactria as well, and it suggests that luxury
metalwork in that region long retained
an amazingly strong component of “non-
Mediterranean Hellenism.”

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.

To be continued.

India Smile filmfest screening movies

from Iran, Elh

Frome Page 1 » Aside from
feeding the children and obtaining
a birth certificate for them, the main
preoccupation of Ebrahim and his
mother is to build a house in the
village so they don’t have to walk all
the way back and forth all the time.

“When one of my friends was
shooting inthe desert, | met Ebrahim
for the first time,” Aalipur said in a
statement for his film.

“In a village, where its inhabitants
had not even registered for their
National IDs, there was a little boy
who did not know anything about
life but working,” he added.

“I came back to Tehran but never
managed to stop thinking of his
story. So | began writing a script
about a boy like Ebrahim... And when
finished, | realized how little children
and little princes are different from
each other;” he explained.
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A scene from “Asteroid” by Hosseinivand Aalipu.
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“Why Did the Giraffe’'s Flower
Fade?” has been picked to be
screened in the Shorts and Docs
section.

In this animated film, Giraffe loves

flowers. She keeps her flowerinajar
to save it from wind and rain, but

it withers, and she is very sad and
doesn’'t know why it happened.

“Soo” is competing in the Films by
Children category.

Iranian English teacher Elham

Shirvani, who is a member of CIFEJ
- Intemnational Center of Films for
Children and Young People, is a
member of the jury, which will select
the winner of the Next Gen Award.

Over 150 films from different

genres, including feature films,
short films, documentaries
and animations, made by both
professionals and children have
been selected to be screened in
various sections of the festival.

Edward Albee’s play “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”
goes on stage in Tehran
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A poster for Iranian director Shirin

Farkhondenejad’s performance of “Who’s Afraid
of Virginia Woolf?”.

TEHRAN - The Iranian Artists Forum in Tehran
is playing host to a troupe performing American

writer Edward Albee’s play “Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?”

Shirin Farkhondenejad is directing the troupe,
which gave its first performance on Monday and
will perform the play until May 12.

Renowned director Mikail Shahrestani is
collaborating as an advisor to Farkhondenejad,
who is staging the play based on a Persian
translation by Marjan Razmara.

The play stars Elham Rezai, Ali Keshvari,
Delaram Zargar, Shima Zadpur, Meisam
Nikkhah and Mehdi Arjmand.

The play is in three acts, published and
produced in 1962.

The action takes place in the living room of
amiddle-aged couple, George and Martha, who
have come home from a faculty party drunk
and quarrelsome.

When Nick, a young biology professor, and his
mousy wife, Honey, stop by for a nightcap, they
are enlisted as fellow fighters, and the battle
begins. A long night of malicious games, insults,
humiliations, betrayals, painful confrontations,
and savage witticisms ensues.

The secrets of both couples are laid bare,
and illusions are viciously exposed. When, in a
climactic moment, George decides to “kill” the
son they have invented to compensate for their
childlessness, George and Martha finally face the
truth and, in a quiet ending to a noisy play, stand
together against the world, sharing their sorrow.

“Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” has
previously been staged by several other Iranian
directors, including Hamidreza Hosseini who
directed the play at Tehran’s Divare Chaharom
in May and June 2022.

Anthropologist David Graeber’s book on history of debt published in Persian

TEHRAN - “Debt: The First 5000
Years” by American anthropologist

DN

David Graeber has been published in MJMJ'}‘G"
Persian by Cheshmeh.

Ali Moazzami is the translator of S s
the book, which was first published e

in 2011 and called “Fresh..
fascinating... thought-provoking...
and exceedingly timely” by the
Financial Times.

Here Graeber presents a
stunning reversal of conventional
wisdom: he shows that before
there was money, there was debt.

For more than 5,000 years, since
the beginnings of the first agrarian
empires, humans have used
elaborate credit systems to buy and

sell goods - that is, long before the
invention of coins or cash.

It is in this era, Graeber argues,
that we also first encounter a
society divided into debtors and
creditors.

Graeber shows that arguments
about debt and debt forgiveness
have been at the center of political
debates from ltaly to China, as
well as sparking innumerable

even our most basic ideas of right
and wrong.

We are still fighting these battles
today without knowing it.

Graeber was also an anarchist
activist, whose influential work
in economic  anthropology,
particularly his books “Debt: The
First 5,000 Years”, “Bullshit Jobs”,
and “The Dawn of Everything”,
and his leading role in the
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Front cover of the Persian
edition of David Graeber’s book
“Debt: The First 5,000 Years”

insurrections.

He also brilliantly demonstrates
that the language of the ancient
works of law and religion (words

” o«

like “guilt”, “sin”, and “redemption”) He
derive in large part from ancient
debates about debt, and shape

Occupy movement, earned him
recognition as one of the foremost
anthropologists and left-wing
thinkers of his time.

died unexpectedly in
September 2020, while on
vacation in Venice.

Authors Should Be Alert

An interview with Azam Posht Mashhadi

Azam Posht Mashhadi Muhammadi is one
of the authors of the Holy Defense and was
born in 1981. So far, she has written 23 books,
including “People Do not Die in My Frame” and
“Windbreakers Are Waiting”.

When did you start writing in the field of
holy defense?

I was a journalist at the age of 13, and at the
age of 19, | managed to obtain a journalism
degree. | always had a sense of curiosity
about those who participated in the war
and | wanted to know how these people are
different from other people.

At the same time, | studied in the research
branch of social sciences, and the same sense
of curiosity made me pursue this work; The
most important reason was the continuous
and related connection with different social
spaces such as the martyrs’ department.

| started writing memoirs in 2002 and took
notes from the memories of martyrs and
soldiers. The first book published by me was
the memoirs of the martyrs of Hormozgan
province.

How did the field of social science
research help you in this regard?

Although this field is not directly related

to my job right now, the characteristics and
knowledge thataresearcherin social, cultural,
and psychological fields needs to investigate
society made me take a better path.

How much of the book “People Don’t Die
in My Frame” is based on memoir and how
much is based on oral history?

The most important part of my work is
documenting. As you know, memory is the
engagement of a social and historical event
with human emotions, and oral history is a
major part of a time slice.

This book is about the memories of a man
during the war, based on human experiences.
The memories are narrated from the
perspective of people who lived with the
main character and has 24 narrators. The
interviews and information were collected by
the Chronicles of Victory and they handed this
work to me in 2015.

How did you select and analyze the
information?

In writing a book, the most important
feature was documenting the topic. The
author should be alert and accept the
narrative and information that is closer to
the original story. The important thing is
that the person who narrates the memory
was either present at the event or at least

heard it from a reliable source.

Are you currently writing or publishing a
new book?

Yes, | have several books | am working
on; The biography of one of the martyrs of
Hormozgan province named Musa Ebrahimi,
which will be published by Fatehan Publishing
House, and another work that | am rewriting is
the memories of martyr Ahmad Khoramishad,
one of the commanders of 27th Mohammad
Rasulullah Division.
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