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Iraq to release findings
into Gen. Soleimani

assassination

TEHRAN- A member of the Coordination
Framework Alliance in the Iragi parliament
announced on Monday that the judicial pro-
ceedings relevant to the assassination of
senior Iranian anti-terror commander Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani and Iragi PMU deputy
chief Abu Mahid al-Muhandis are continuing
and the results will be released soon.

Jabbar Odeh noted that the U.S., the Israeli
regime, and their mercenaries were directly
engaged in the assassinations outside Bagh-
dad International Airport.

A fair trial and legal means of retaliation
are required to exact justice for the martyrs’
pure blood, the MP said, adding that all Ira-
gi political organizations would not tolerate
any delay or inactivity in this issue under any
circumstances.

In a drone strike on January 3, 2020, the
U.S. assassinated General Soleimani, com-
mander of the Quds Force of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) al-Muhandis
and their companions.

Despite his military advisers’ warnings
against the reckless action, then-U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump approved the operation.

The Iragi lawmaker highlighted that the
probe would not be impacted by the US.
and its allies’ attempts to spread false in-
formation about the crime since everyone is
aware of the two commanders’ tremendous
achievements in the battle against the Daesh
terrorist group throughout Iraq.

The window to revive
JCPOA will not remain
open forever: Iranian
diplomat

TEHRAN- An Iranian deputy foreign min-
ister says the 2015 nuclear agreement has a
possibility of being fully implemented anew
if the European troika demonstrates “cred-
ible political will” and resumes respecting
their obligations.

- In a post on his
JCPOA can be Twitter account on

. Tuesday, Ali Bageri
/mp[ementab[e Kani said, “A critical

/f EU3 reminder: 5 years ago,
the U.S. rendered a fa-

countries SHOW tal blow to ‘rule of law

i /| at the international

P olitical will level' by unlawful-

—ly withdrawing from

JCPOA. Ever since, the U.S. has failed to re-

verse its wrongful act. Iran’s legitimate re-
medial measures will continue.”

He went on to add, “The full implementa-
tion of JCPOA (with effective sanctions lifting
at its core) could be resumed, should the re-
neging party (and EU/E3) demonstrate cred-
ible political will to that effect. No opportu-
nity is forever!”

Multiple rounds of negotiations took place
from April 2021 to September 2022 between
Iran and the JCPOA's five remaining signato-
ries — Britain, France, Germany, » Page 2
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Glorio s Return

What are the messages of

Dashmagq’s return to the

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- On May 7, Arab
League foreign ministers adopt-
ed a resolution based on which
they decided to readmit the Syr-
ian Arab Republic to the Arab
League, also called the League of
Arab States (LAS).

The ministers voted for Syria’s re-
tum into the fold at the Arab League
headquarters in Cairo on Sunday.

The decision was made in
advance of the Arab League
summit in Saudi
May 19 and amid a flurry of
normalization of reginal coun-
tries’ ties with Damascus in

Arab League?

recent weeks.

Arabia on

ernments.

The move is further evidence
of a thaw in relations between
Damascus and other Arab gov-

Arab League statement

Following is the text of the
statement issued by the Arab
League:

Reiterate the commitment to
the preservation of the sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, and
stability of Syria, under the Char-
ter of the Arab League and its
principles. » Page 5

ICOPMAS 2022 running in Tehran

TEHRAN - Iran’s 14th International Confer-
ence on Coast, Ports and Marine Structures
(ICOPMAS 2022) kicked off in Tehran on Tues-
day, the portal of the Ports and Maritime Or-
ganization (PMO) reported.

The opening ceremony of the conference
was attended by senior officials including
Iranian Transport and Urban Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash, Commander of

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
Navy Alireza Tangsiri, and PMO Head Ali-Ak-
bar Safaei.

As reported, more than 135 specialized ar-
ticles are going to be presented and become
available to researchers during the two-day
conference.

Also, an exhibition of the capabilities of
knowledge-based companies active in the

maritime industry is held on the sidelines
of the conference with the aim of present-
ing and showcasing new technologies in the
mentioned sector.

Iran looking to transform its macro poli-
cies in maritime economy

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the
conference, Safaei mentioned Iran’s special
geographical position and the » Page 4
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Tehran Papers T,

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in Yesterday'’s Iranian
newspapers.

Secret letters between
Iran and America?

Arman-e-Emrooz in a confused report
made claims about secret correspond-
ence between Iran and the America and
wrote about the advantages of » Page 2

Raisi applauds
resistance front for
helping Syria to abort
US, Israeli plots

TEHRAN- Ebrahim Raisi, the President of
Iran, has praised the resistance movement
in the region for its significant role in help-
ing Syria prevail against a U.S. and Israeli-led
terror campaign.

“The axis of evil, led -
by the Zionist regime Resistance

and the US, plotted has a
and implemented sign/'ﬁcant

various conspiracies . o
against Syria” Raisi role in fO/l/ng

said in an interview :
with the Syrian Arab US.-Israeli
News Agency (SANA) plots
during his recent offi-

cial visit to Syria.

Raisi also emphasized how many nations
that had previously worked together against
Damascus had changed their minds on the
Arab nation in light of its effective resistance
to the extensive campaign of terrorism sup-
ported by foreign powers.

In other parts of his interview, Raisi cited
statements by many U.S. officials that Wash-
ington had founded Daesh.

Meanwhile, Raisi questioned “how the Ameri-
cans, who have admitted to creating Daesh, had
the nerve to later claim that they were seeking to
fight Daesh and terrorism?”» Page 2

Iran ice hockey
captain

Sanaei praises
performance inAsia

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Azam Sanaei, captain of Iran national women'’s
ice hockey team, says that the Iranian girls need more sup-
port to shine in the international competitions.

Iran finished runners-up at the 2023 IIHF Ice Hockey Wom-
en’s Asia and Oceania Championships. The team lost to de-
fending champions Thailand 3-1 in the final match of the

tournament.

“The players did their utmost in the games and proved
their qualities,” said Sanaei in his exclusive interview with the

Tehran Times.

Sanaei is at the same time the assistant coach and the cap-

tain of the national women'’s team. » Page 3

children

reported.

Iran denounces

Israeli strikes on
Gaza that kill 13,
including four

TEHRAN - The airstrikes by the
Zionist regime, which left at least
13 Palestinians dead in the Gaza
Strip, were heavily condemned by
the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

More than 40 Israeli warplanes
carried out attacks for nearly two
hours starting at 2: am on Tuesday
(23:00 GMT Monday), Al Jazeera

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman
for the Iranian Foreign Ministry,
said the attacks were carried
out in advance of the Al-Nakba
(Catastrophe) Day anniversary and
were intended to » Page 2

Mayar (right) and Ali (left), along with their father,
were brutally murdered in an Israeli airstrike on their
family home in Gaza while they were asleep last night!
The rest of their family are in intensive care.

and traders.

technologies.

INOTEX 2023 kicks off in Tehran

TEHRAN - The 12th International Innovation and Technology
Exhibition (INOTEX 2023) opened at Tehran’s Pardis Technology
Park on Tuesday and will run until May 12.

With the theme of ‘innovation ecosystem under one roof’, INO-
TEX is Iran’s biggest technology event and the forerunner in the
region, bringing technology and innovation experts around the
world together to bridge the gap between innovators, investors,

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) Technology and Innovation Report 2021 has placed Iran
among upper-middle countries in terms of readiness for frontier

The index yielded results for 158 countries with the United
States, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom receiving the high-
est scores on a scale of O to 1. Based on their rankings, countries
are placed within one of four 25-percentile score groups: low,
lower-middle, upper-middle, and high values of the index.

The report has put Iran in the 71st position with a total score of
0.46, higher than Qatar, Oman, and Morocco.

Iran was also placed 82 in ICT, 74 in skills, 37 in R&D, 130 in
industry, and 53 in finance sectors, according to Iran National In-
ventions Team. » Page 6
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TEHRAN PAPERS

Secret letters between Iran and America?

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Arman-e-Emrooz in a confused report made
claims about secret correspondence between
Iran and the America and wrote about the ad-
vantages of a regional agreement. It said: One of
the advantages of a regional agreement is that a
strong economic relations can convert the sce-
nario of conflict between Iran and its neighbors
into a more costly option. With an economic in-
terdependence, the rich Arab countries of the
Persian Gulf will gain more leverage to control
Tehran’s behavior. On the other hand, Iran will
have the opportunity to rebuild its economy.

One of the benefits for America in the case of
a broader regional agreement is that a regional
nuclear competition will be avoided.

In other words, this agreement will be more
stable and powerful than the JCPOA. If such an
agreement lessens tensions between Iran and
its neighbors, it will allow the United States to
focus more on important issues such as cli-
mate change and competition between great
powers. An agreement may have started from
the exchange of secret letters between Iran
and America, and the parties are negotiating
to reach an agreement in which China will un-
doubtedly be one of its players.

Shargh: Cairo’s view to Riyadh

In a note, Shargh addressed the issue of
Iran-Egypt relations. It wrote: The agreement
between Iran and Saudi Arabia on March 10
can provide the possibility of negotiations to
heal the rift between Iran and Egypt. If the nor-
malization of relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia provides the possibility of solving sev-
eral regional issues, especially in Syria and Ye-
men, it will naturally be imaginable to improve
mutual relations between Iran and Egypt.

Like Sharg, the Etemad newspaper also pointed
to dialogue between Tehran and Cairo mediated
by Irag. Etemad quoted an expert’s analysis who
said: “There is a feeling in Iran that we need to put
aside some of our actions abroad and start new
moves and policies. | think that if we consider the
conditions of time, it is a good opportunity to nor-
malize the relations between Tehran and Cairo.”

Kayhan: America’s confrontation with re-
gional politics or Iran

In its editorial, Kayhan discussed the Ameri-
ca’s determination to confront Iran’s regionalism
policy and emphasized that America will fail in
this campaign. It wrote: Israelis and Americans
will certainly take actions to bring the new Irani-
an policy in the region to a failure, but brave and

prudent steps from regional countries, especial-
ly by Iran and Saudi Arabia, will not allow them
to cause trouble for the great achievements of
regionalism, Asianism and neighborhood policy.

Iran: The new order of the region without
Western influence

The Iran newspaper devoted its headline to
the issue of confrontation between America and
Iran in the region and said: Although America had
tried to limit Iran’s scope of action by strength-
ening its allies in the Middle East in recent years,
it has failed in a self-made conflict with our
country, either with direct military presence
or with the leverage of Takfiri terrorism. After
Washington became helpless in the proxy wars
and admitted the failure of maximum pressure
against Iran in the areas of diplomacy and sanc-
tions, it found an appropriate time to focus on
another strategy in the Middle East. This strat-
egy was to support normalization of relations
between Israel and the Arab countries and also
take major intelligence and proxy operations
against the Islamic Republic’s military forces
overseas. This strategy has practically lost its
significance with the agreement between Tehran
and Riyadh as two important players in the re-
gion. It has forced the decisionmakers in America
to take hasty positions and to go on injudicious
trips to the region. The recent position of the U.S.
National Security Adviser is because of this. Sul-
livan used the nuclear case and the unfinished
Vienna negotiations as an excuse to provoke new
diplomatic tensions and proved that America is
responsible for all Israel's destructive actions
against Iran’s nuclear activities.

Hamshahri: Six moves

In a commentary, Hamshahri discussed the
foreign policy achievements of the Raisi govern-
ment. It wrote: The Islamic Republic of Iran’s move
in adopting a new foreign policy in recent months
is bearing fruit, and the course of regional and
global developments, especially in ??West Asia,
indicates formation of new arrangements in the
Middle East and the Persian Gulf.

Hamshahri cited six reasons for this. They
are: Setting a new foreign policy agenda, tak-
ing steps toward relations between Tehran and
Arab governments, strategic triangle between
Tehran, Moscow and Beijing, relations between
Iran and Saudi Arabia, a warning to the Amer-
ican-Zionist axis, and the last one is clearing
up misunderstandings with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The window to revive JCPOA will not
remain open forever: diplomat

From page 1 » China, and Russia — in an ef-
fort to convince the US. to rejoin the agree-
ment. However, the U.S. did not show serious-
ness to bring the deal to life.

Diplomats from that nation were not partic-
ipating in the discussions as the United States
departed from the agreement in May 2018.

The US. and Iran are sending messages
through intermediaries to resurrect the deal
but nothing serious has happened so far.

Nasser Kanaani, a spokesman for the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry, on Monday reaffirmed
Tehran’s preparedness for the conclusion of
the talks on the nuclear agreement and the

lifting of sanctions against Iran.

He also cautioned the Europeans that this
window will not remain open forever.

Chemical weapons pose threat to
world peace, Iran cautions

TEHRAN - The use of chemical weapons is
a grave breach of international law, a crime
against humanity, and a danger to world
peace and security, Iran’s ambassador to the
UN said on Monday.

Saeed Iravani stated that Iran, as the primary
victim of chemical weapons, strongly condemns
the use of chemical weapons by anyone, any-
where, and under any circumstances,

He made the remarks while speaking during
a UN Security Council session on the situation in
West Asia with a focus on Syria.

The following is text of the ambassador’s
speech:

As the main victim of chemical weapons, the
Islamic Republic of Iran strongly condemns the
use of chemical weapons by anyone, anywhere,
and under any circumstances. The use of chemi-
cal weaponsis a serious violation of international
law and a crime against humanity. It constitutes
a threat to international peace and security.

Our people will never forget the role that some
Western countries played in assisting the Sadd-
am regime in the systematic use of chemical
weapons against the Iranian people during Iraq’s
imposed war against Iran. Some Western coun-
tries either remained silent or were complicit in
such atrocities.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran denounces Israeli strikes on Gaza
that kill 13, including four children

From page 1 » draw attention
away from the Israeli regime’s criti-
cal and unstable domestic situation.

The Israeli airstrikes resulted in
the deaths and injuries of numer-
ous civilians, including women and
children, as well as the martyrdom
of three leaders of the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad movement.

Such strikes reveal the aggres-
sive Zionist regime’s frustration
and weakness in the face of the
heroic resistance by young Pales-
tinians in the West Bank and al-
Quds, Kanaani said.

A major factor that has em-
boldened the apartheid Israeli
regime to continue its crimes, ac-
cording to Kanaani, is the silence
and inaction of Western nations
and international organizations
in the face of the Zionist regime’s
increasing atrocities against the
Palestinians in recent months.

He said that such a silence would go
down in history as a “dark and shame-
ful” conduct by those who claimed to
be human rights aficionados.

Finally, the Iranian official said it

lamic Jihad resistance commanders

is necessary that Islamic nations
take prompt, effective, deterrent,
and coordinated measures to halt
the Zionist regime’s criminal and
killing machine.

Days after a ferocious escalation
of hostilities put the embattled
coastal enclave on edge, Israe-
li warplanes initiated a series of
targeted attacks on the Gaza Strip

early on Tuesday.

Based on the Palestinian reports,
the attacks targeted a variety of
areas in Gaza City, Rafah, and Khan
Yunis, among other places, and at
least 13 Palestinians were killed and
20 others were injured.

According to a statement from
the Zionist regime’s military, the Is-

in the strikes include Khalil Bahitini,
the commander of the al-Quds Bri-
gades in the northern Gaza Strip;
Tareq Ezzaldin, a spokesperson for
the movement who also manages
retaliatory operations in the West
Bank and Gaza; and Jihad Ghanem,
secretary of the movement’s mili-
tary council.

Ra|S| applauds resistance front for helping Syria to abort US, Israeli plots

From page 1 » Meanwhile, Raisi questioned

“how the Americans, who have admitted to creat-

ing Daesh, had the nerve to later claim that they
were seeking to fight Daesh and terrorism?”

The Iranian president also stated that Iran
was prepared to mediate between Syria and
its neighbor Turkey in an effort to ease ten-
sions between the two nations.

Raisi pointed out how Iran had emphasized Syria’s
sovereignty over all of its soil during the most recent
round of talks between the Islamic Republic, Turkey,
and Russia in the Kazakh capital of Astana, and

placed emphasis on the need for the Syrian state to
be given the responsibility of establishing security
across the Arab nation’s border with Turkey.

When asked about Iran’s recent reconcilia-
tion with Saudi Arabia, the president stated,
“We have never identified Saudi Arabia as our
enemy and will never do so either,” adding,
“This is Iran’s principled position.”

“Iran and Saudi Arabia are two great coun-
tries in the region,” Raisi said, emphasizing
that their connections might help to regional
standing equations.

Gettmg rid of Israel nukes only way to stop proliferation in ME: physicist

‘Diplomats worried that a messianic dictatorship could gain control over Israel’s nuclear arms’

TEHRAN - In an article in Bul-
letin of the Atomic Scientists, a
physicist says the only way to stop
nuclear proliferation in the Middle
East is to get rid of Israeli nukes.

Victor Gilinsky, who was a com-
missioner of the U.S. Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission during the
Ford, Carter, and Reagan admin-
istrations, says the “whole world
knows about open secret of Isra-
el's nuclear arsenal yet US. pres-
idents have to pretend that they
know nothing about it

The article, titled “The U.S. silence
on Israeli nuclear weapons and the
right-wing Israeli government’, is
as follows:

The Israeli protests against its
new right-wing government have
now touched on Israel's nuclear
weapons. To underline what is at
stake, former Israeli prime minister
Ehud Barak cast aside Israeli am-
biguity over whether it possesses
nuclear weapons to warn his com-
patriots that Western diplomats
are worried that a Jewish messianic
dictatorship could gain control over
Israel’s nuclear weapons.

One thing we can be sure of is
that the United States was not of-
ficially represented among those
Western diplomats. American dip-
lomats—in fact all U.S. government
employees—are forced to pretend
they know nothing about lIsraeli
nuclear weapons. Since everyone
knows it's not true, the pretense
hobbles America’s policy on re-
straining the spread of nuclear
weapons in the Middle East. Barak’s
acknowledgment of Israel’s weap-
ons, backhanded as it was, should
free the United States from this
outdated omerta.

The popular explanation of the
U.S. gag on Israeli nuclear weapons
is thatitis required by a September
1969 deal between Richard Nixon
and lIsrael’'s then-prime minister
Golda Meir in which America would
accept a nuclear-armed Israel and
both would keep Israel's nuclear
weapons secret. US. policy to-
ward Israeli nuclear weapons was
indeed eased after their meeting,
but judging by Nixon’s memoirs, it
was because he didn't care much

whether Israeli had them. His main
interest was to gain Israeli support
in the Cold War.

They spoke alone, kept no notes,
and told no one what they talked
about. Amemorandum days later to
the president from Henry Kissinger,
then his national security advisor,
shows even he knew little about
the conversation. As to maintaining
secrecy, they didn’t need a formal
agreement. Nixon and Meir both un-
derstood a declared Israeli nuclear
arsenal would have led to pressure
on Moscow to provide their Arab al-
lies with nuclear weapons.

The US. bureaucracy and aca-
demics later created a myth about
anuclear deal, turning a convenient
accommodation into a perpetual
obligation, and subsequent pres-
idents fell in line. But an interna-
tional deal of which there is no re-
cord is no deal at all.

Nevertheless, US. presidents
since Bill Clinton are said to have
signed a secret letter that they will
not interfere with Israel’s nuclear
weapons, and Israel acted as if it
was entitled to such a commitment
from every incoming US. presi-
dent. It got the commitment. When
President Obama took office in
20009, the first question at his first
televised press conference, from
veteran reporter Helen Thomas,
was: “Do you know of any country
in the Middle East that has nuclear
weapons?” The president’s slippery
reply was: “I don’'t want to specu-
late.” Helen Thomas got fired soon
after, and while this was for her
anti-Israeli remarks on a different
occasion, no reporter has asked
the question since. In February
2017 Israeli ambassador Ron Der-
mer managed to infuriate even the
newly arrived Trump White House
staff, sympathetic to Israel, with
his  heavy-handed demands the
new president sign “the letter”
Still, it worked.

A change won't come easily. A
realistic US. government assess-
ment of Israel’s nuclear weapons
will have to overcome not only Is-
raeli intervention for its own rea-
sons, but also State Department
and White House resistance, in part

because of the embarrassment of
such an admission after years of
denial, but also because such an
admission could lead to complica-
tions under US. law.

There is persuasive evidence
that Israel detonated at least one
test nuclear explosion on Sep-
tember 22, 1979, about a thou-
sand miles south of South Africa.
The signal, detected by a US. Vela
satellite, with corroborating evi-
dence, was widely interpreted by
the US. intelligence community
and most analysts as coming from
an Israeli nuclear test explosion.

While the Carter White House
publicly argued otherwise, months
after the event Carter wrote in his
diary: “We have a growing belief
among our scientists that the Is-
raelis did indeed conduct a nuclear
test explosion in the ocean near the
southern end of Africa” Such an ex-
plosion was a violation of the 1963
Limited Test Ban Treaty, to which
Israel was a party.

Confirmation of such a test
would also trigger the 1977 Glenn
Amendment to the Arms Export
Control Act, which imposes tough
economic and military sanctions
on any state, other than the five
nuclear powers authorized under
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, that
detonates a bomb post-1977. The
president can waive the penalty,
but not without political embar-
rassment.

While the US. government tip-
toes around the issue, Israel brags
about its nuclear force. At the 2016

ceremony for the arrival of the fifth
German-built submarine which Is-
rael outfits with long range nucle-
ar-tipped missiles, Netanyahu said:
“Our submarine fleet is used first
and foremost to deter our enemies
who strive to extinguish us. They
must know that Israel is capable of
hitting back hard against anyone
who seeks to hurt us ..” No mention
of “nuclear] but the message was
unmistakable.

Who would have imagined
that, just as we have been wor-
rying about Pakistani weapons
falling into the hands of Islamic
fanatics, we would come to the
point where we have to fear Isra-
el's nuclear weapons falling into
the hands of Israeli fanatics, who,
as Ehud Barak explained, are “de-
termined to attack Islam.” Our gov-
ernment cannot deal with these
issues if it ignores the existence of
Israeli nuclear weapons.

In his book on Israeli spy Jon-
athan Pollard, Wolf Blitzer wrote
there is “a widely held attitude
among Israeli officials that Israel
can get away with the most out-
rageous things. There is a notion
among many Israelis that their
American counterparts are not too
bright, that they can be ‘handled”
We should not any longer put up
with that. The Cold War reasons
for America to stay mum about
Israeli nuclear weapons evaporat-
ed decades ago. What the Israeli
government says about its nuclear
weapons is its business—but what
our government says about it is
American business.



Khatibzadeh appointed
ambassador to Croatia

TEHRAN - Saeed Khatibzadeh,
the former spokesman for the
Iranian foreign ministry, has been
appointed as Tehran’s ambassa-
dor to Croatia.

The newly-appointed ambas-
sador met with Foreign Minis-
ter Hossein Amir Abdollahian on
Tuesday on the eve of his depar-
ture to Croatia. They exchanged
views about matters related to
Iran-Croatia relations and bilater-
al cooperation.

In the meeting, Amir Abdolla-
hian mentioned the importance
of cooperation in the area of Bal-
kan countries, especially Croatia
and emphasized the all-round
expansion of relations and Teh-
ran’s efforts to further strength-
en relations with Zagreb, accord-
ing to a statement by the Iranian
foreign ministry.

Previously, Khatibzadeh held
the positions of advisor to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
spokesman and head of the Public
Diplomacy Center of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and Director
General of the Office of Political
and International Studies.

Iran enjoys good relations with
Croatia, which are mostly domi-
nated by arts, sports, and trade.

Last yearin June, a delegation of
Croatian lawmakers visited Tehran
and met with Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bagher Qali-
baf. In this meeting, Qalibaf mostly
spoke about U.S. sanctions on Iran
but he also touched on the need
to boost trade ties between Iran

and Croatia. He said, “Parliamen-
tary friendship groups of the two
countries can multiply the eco-
nomic relations of the two coun-
tries by activating these relations
more than before and facilitating
trade relations.”

In the meeting, Qalibaf offered
congratulations on the 30th an-
niversary of the official establish-
ment of relations between Iran

and Croatia and expressed hope
that the parliamentary relations
between the two countries would
become more active.

Underlining that Iran and Cro-
atia have recognized their friends
in difficult times, Qalibaf said, “The
difficult days of the Balkan War
brought us together, sustained re-
lations, and perpetuated it in the
memory of states and nations.”

Uzbek president to visit Iran in June

TEHRAN - An Iranian lawmaker has said that
the Uzbek president will pay a visit to Iran in June
in a bid to strengthen ties with Iran.

The lawmaker, Gholamreza Nouri, who is
the head of the Iran-Uzbekistan parliamen-
tary friendship group, said Uzbek officials are
interested in boosting relations with Iran, ac-
cording to IRNA.

Commenting on the recent visit by Uzbek
Parliament Speaker Nurdinjon Ismoilov to Iran,
Nouri said, “The level of cooperation between
Iran and Uzbekistan is increasing”

He pointed out that since the Samarkand
Summit last year, which was held with the
presence of the president, and Iran became an
official member of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, relations between Iran and Uz-
bekistan have been on the rise.

Underlining that many agreements have been
signed between the two governments of Iran and
Uzbekistan, Nouri said, “The visit of the Speaker
of the Parliament of Uzbekistan was made at the
invitation of [Mohammad Bagher] Ghalibaf and
following the recent visit of the Speaker of the Is-
lamic Maijlis to Uzbekistan.”

He added, “The Uzbek parties are interested in

using the 117-year experience of legislation in Iran,
in these meetings it was decided to carry out par-
liamentary cooperation at different levels, espe-
cially the issue of experience transfer”’

He continued, “During his trip to Iran, the
Speaker of the Parliament of Uzbekistan met with
the President and also visited the two provinces
of Isfahan and Khorasan Razavi and had meetings
with the governors and agreements were made
with the provinces especially in the field of tour-
ism. The Uzbek side is interested in Isfahan for
more and closer cooperation with the provinces,
especially in the field of tourism, and is looking for
the exchange of tourist guides to introduce the
works of the two countries. Uzbekistan also has
rich historical works that Iranian artists are inter-
ested in helping to restore their works”

Referring to the visit of the Uzbekistan parlia-
mentary delegation to Mashhad, Nouri said, “In ad-
dition to visiting the shrine of Imam Reza, several
production units of Danesh Banyan and Science
and Technology Park were visited during this trip,
and two countries are interested in benefiting from
medical knowledge-based equipment of Iran”

Stating that the Uzbek president will pay a

visit to Iran in June, Nouri said, “During this trip,
new agreements will be made while following

Iran, Saudi reach agreement on reopenmg embassies, consulates

up on past agreements.”

He noted, “Uzbekistan is interested in cooper-
ation with the Islamic Republic, and we hope that
during this trip, the necessary infrastructure for
the travel between the citizens of the two coun-
tries will be facilitated”

Ismoilov arrived in Tehran late on Friday and
met Saturday with his Iranian counterpart Mo-
hammad Bager Qalibaf.

Qalibaf and Ismoilov held a joint press confer-
ence after their meeting. Speaking at a presser,
Qalibaf said improving relations with Iran’s neigh-
bors is a priority of Iran’s foreign policy.

At the beginning of the presser, Qalibaf wel-
comed his Uzbek counterpart. “We are very happy
that today we are hosting the Speaker of the Par-
liament of Uzbekistan and that he has made his
trip to Iran. According to the policies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, which has prioritized the devel-
opment of relations with neighboring countries
and the region, especially Islamic countries, the
development of relations with Uzbekistan is one
of our priorities,” he said.

Headded, “One of the important axes of our inter-
actions in the development of relations with Uzbeki-
stan is the political, economic and cultural spheres,
and as our dear nation knows, the friendly and
brotherly country of Uzbekistan ranks first among
Central Asian countries in terms of population.”

The Uzbek official met with President Ebra-
him Raisi. In this meeting, Raisi underlined the
need for the implementation of agreement be-
tween the two countries.

“18 cooperation agreements and memoranda
of understanding have been signed between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and Uzbekistan, and the
acceleration of their implementation will greatly
increase the level of relations,” he said, according
to the official website of the Iranian presidency.

TEHRAN - A lawmaker has
quoted the foreign minister as
saying that Iran and Saudi Arabia
have totally agreed to reopen their
diplomatic missions.

The lawmaker, Abolfazl Amouei,
provided details about a briefing
meeting held on Monday in which
Hossein Amir Abdollahian briefed
lawmakers on a number of foreign
affairs.

Amouei said the briefing ad-
dressed the latest developments
related to Iran’s diplomacy, partic-
ularly with neighboring countries.
In this meeting, Amir Abdollahian
also offered details on the Sau-
di-Iranian normalization.

“In this meeting, the head of the
diplomatic service discussed the
process of resuming relations be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia as an
indicator of strengthening regional
cooperation in the 13th govern-
ment,” Amouei told IRNA.

He added, “In addition to the bilat-
eral and political aspect of this re-
lationship, including discussing the
resumption of the Umrah and the

full establishment of embassies and
consulates, we are also interested
in strengthening the economic per-
spective of the agreement between
the two Islamic countries.”

He noted, “In this meeting, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs reviewed
the process of international and re-
gional developments and said that
the world is moving towards the
multiplicity of effective actors and
the rise of regional powers and that
with the change of the international
order, the application of American
hegemony in different regions of
the world, including our region, has
faced a fundamental challenge.”

Amouei continued, “Amir Abdol-
lahian pointed to strengthening
the role of multilateral institutions
in the cooperation of southemn
countries, including the cooper-
ation of Shanghai and BRICS in
the world. And he expressed his
gratitude for the quick approval
of the membership documents of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
Shanghai Organization in the par-
liament and expressed his hope

that Iran’s complete and definitive
membership will be announced at
the July meeting of this organiza-
tion in Delhi”

According to Amouei, in this meet-
ing, 11 lawmakers expressed their
views on matters related to the re-
sponsibility of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, including the conditions of
Iranian students abroad, Tehran-Ba-
ku relations, the conditions of the
axis of resistance, the demands of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in foreign
countries, and border waters.

A senior Iranian lawmaker said
in late April that preparations for
reopening the embassy of Iran and
Saudi Arabia were underway, noting
that the two countries would name
ambassadors.

Vahid Jalalzadeh, who is the head
of the Iranian Parliament’s National
Security and Foreign Policy Commit-
tee, implied that thaw in Iran-Saudi
relations is part of the Raisi adminis-

tration’s “neighborhood policy.”

“The policy of strengthening re-
lations with neighbors has been
followed well by the government.

So far, we have established a bal-
anced relationship with the major-
ity of our neighbors in Central Asia,
in the Persian Gulf and in the east of
the country,” Jalalzadeh said in re-
marks to Mehr News. “Many of the
problems we had with some coun-
tries in Central Asia have been re-
solved in the 13th government, and
we are now in a good relationship
with these countries”

He added, “The government's re-
cent policy in de-escalating tensions
with some countries in the Persian
Gulf region, including the UAE, Bah-
rain, and Saudi Arabia, has been a
good policy. Of course, we expect
this approach to be exploited in the
economic and political fields.”

Commenting on the latest devel-
opments regarding the reopening of
embassies of Iran and Saudi Arabia,
Jalalzadeh said, “In order to activate
the embassies and representatives
of the two countries, a series of mea-
sures and preparations are neces-
sary, which are being carried out, and
then the exchange of ambassadors
of the two countries will take place”

Soltani bags gold
at 2023 Asian
Weightlifting
Championships

TEHRAN - Hossein Soltani of Iran claimed
a gold medal in the 2023 Asian Weightlifting
Championships on Tuesday.

He lifted 154kg in the snatch and 184kg in
the clean and jerk and finished in first place
with a total of 338kg.

Chuang Sheng-Min from Chinese Taipei seized
the silver with 154-180-334 and Korean Park
Hyeongo won the bronze by lifting 143-181-324.

The 2023 Asian Weightlifting Championships take
place in Jinju, Republic of Korea from May 5 to 13.

The continental championship is the second
qualifying event for the Paris Olympic Games after
the World Weightlifting Championships 2022.

Iran crowned
champions of 2023
Asia-Pacific Deaf
Futsal

TEHRAN - Iran came from three goals down
to beat Kuwait 6-4 in the 2023 Asia-Pacific Deaf
Futsal Tournament final on Tuesday in Tehran.

Earlier in the day, Japan beat Iraq 5-2 in the
third-place match.

Team Melli defeated Thailand, Irag, China, Japan
and Kuwait in the event and suffered a defeat
against Malaysia.

Iran’s women’s futsal team also won a silver
medal in the competition.

The Asia-Pacific Deaf Futsal Tournament 2023
was held in Tehran, Iran from May 1to 9, 2023.

Iran U17 football
team to play Saudi
Arabia

TEHRAN - Iran U17 football team will play
two friendly matches with Saudi Arabia in
Dubai, the UAE.

The first match will be held on Wednesday and
two teams lock horn once again on Saturday.

Hossein Abdi’s side have previously participated
at the Belarus “Development Cup” in February.
Iran prepare for the 2023 AFC U17 Asian Cup,
where the team have been drawn in Group B along
with South Korea, Afghanistan and Qatar.

Iran hold a one-week training camp in Dubai.

Vladimir Kramnik
nominated to lead
Iran chess

TEHRAN - Russian grandmaster Vladimir
Kramnik has been nominated to lead Iran
national chess team.

The Iranian chess federation has reportedly
reached an agreement with the 48-year-old
coach and he will travel to Tehran in late June to
finalize his deal.

Kramnik was the Classical World Chess
Champion from 2000 to 2006, and the
undisputed World Chess Champion from 2006
to 2007. He has won three team gold medals
and three individual medals at Chess Olympiads.

He will lead Team Melli in the 2022 Asian Games.

Ghotbi new
candidate for Iran
U23 football team

TEHRAN - Ex-Persepolis football team head
coach Afshin Ghotbi is a candidate to take
charge of coachless Iran U23 football team.

The U23 team director Habib Kashani has
previously worked with Ghotbi in Persepolis,
where the Iranian-American coach inspired the
giants club to a title in domestic league in 2008.
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Ghotbi, 59, has also worked as head coach in
Iran national football team and Foolad club.

Paykan coach Mojtaba Hosseini and Zob Ahan
trainer Mehdi Tartar are also two candidates
to lead the team. Mehdi Mahdavikia resigned
from his post as head coach of the U23 team in
October 2022 and the team are without a coach
with four months remaining until the 2024 AFC
U23 Asian Cup qualification. The competition will
be held from Sept. 4 to 12 in Qatar.

The 2024 AFC U23 Asian Cup will act as the
AFC qualifiers for the 2024 Paris Olympics men’s
football tournament.

FIBA World Cup
Trophy to travel to
Iran

TEHRAN - The FIBA World Cup Trophy will travel
to Tehran, capital of Iran on May 12.

The trophy will also travel to Isfahan after
two days. The FIBA World Cup trophy will make
stops in 30 nations during its tour, before
returning to the host countries in time for the
global basketball showcase.

The Trophy Tour, presented by J9, officially
launched last weekend as part of the festivities
that was highlighted by the FIBA World Cup Draw
at the Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City.

The Trophy Tour sees the FIBA Basketball
World Cup Naismith Trophy - named in honor of
basketball’s inventor, Dr James Naismith - embark
on ajourney across the globe for the second time.

It will return to Japan in mid-July, followed
by Indonesia, and finally, the Philippines,
where the final phase of the FIBA Basketball
World Cup will be held.

The 19th edition of FIBA's flagship event, the
FIBA Basketball World Cup, will take place for
the first time across three host nations in the
Philippines, Japan and Indonesia from August
25 to September 10.

“The Trophy Tour is also an important
opportunity to grow even more interest in
the tournament and also in basketball more
generally worldwide,” said Frank Leenders,
Director General of FIBA Media and Marketing
Services. Iran are drawn in Group G along with
Spain, Ivory Coast and Brazil.

Iranice hockey
captain Sanaei
praises performance
inAsia

Frome Page 1 » “It's only three years that we
have trained in a standard-sized ice rink in Iran.
We held training camps and with hard-working
we could reach this level of Asian ice hockey. The
girls performed strongly during the tournament
and proved they have huge potential to shine in
future international tournaments,” she added.

Speaking about the quality of the 2023
[IHF Ice Hockey Women's Asia and Oceania
Championship, Sanaei said: “The level of the
tournament was so high. It became more
difficult game by game. As the defending
champions, Thailand were obviously our
strongest opponents,” Sanaei said.

Team Melli defeated India 17-1, Kuwait 20-0,
Kyrgyzstan 26-0, the UAE 14-0, and Singapore
3-0in the competition before reaching the final.

“The game against Singapore was also hard for
us. They had an organized team,” she added.

Iran women'’s team were not supported in the
best way before the tournament. They went to
Thailand without financial support from the Ministry
of Sports and the National Olympic Committee, and
the team members paid for their flight tickets.

However, it is reported that Hamid Sajadi,
Iran’s Minister of Sports and Youth, has ordered
that the expenses of the national women’s
ice hockey team will be paid, and the national
players will also be awarded.

“We focus on achieving success instead
of thinking about the problems. Fortunately,
the financial problems were resolved by the
order of the Minister of Sports. We expect
that these financial supports will continue
in the future so that Iranian girls can show
their abilities in upcoming international
competitions,” Sanaei concluded.
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Iranian crude oil output stands at 2.56m

bpd in March: OPEC

TEHRAN- Iran’s crude oil production stood
at 2.567 million barrels per day (bpd) in
March, 8,000 bpd less than the figure for the
previous month, according to OPEC’s latest
monthly report.

According to OPEC data, daily production
by the members of the organization also
decreased by 86,000 bpd in the said month in
comparison to February.

In the third month of the current year, the
price of Iranian heavy crude oil registered a 3.8
percent decline to stand at $78.8 per barrel.

According to the report, the country’s
average heavy crude price was $80.67 from
the beginning of 2023 up to the report’s
publishing day, in comparison to $97.55 in the
previous year’s same period.

OPEC Basket prices also fell 4.2 percent or
$3.43 to $78.45 a barrel in March.

Iran’s oil production in 2022 increased by
seven percent compared to the previous year,
according to OPEC’s first monthly report
released in 2023.

Based on the OPEC data, the Islamic
Republic produced 2.554 million bpd of crude
oil in 2022, 162,000 bpd more than the figure
for 2021, when the output stood at 2.392
million bpd.

Citing secondary sources, the report put
Iranian crude output for December 2022 at
2.574 million bpd indicating a 9,000-bpd
increase compared to the figure for November.

The country’s heavy crude oil price also
increased by $30.12 in 2022 to register a
43-percent rise compared to the previous
year, according to OPEC.

Iran sold its heavy crude oil at $99.92 per
barrel on average in the mentioned year,
compared to 2021 when the average price was
$69.8 per barrel.

In the last month of 2022, the average price
of Iranian heavy oil was reported to be $79.11,
which has decreased by $9.62 compared to
the previous month.

Iran, Oman explore new trade
partnerships in business forum

TEHRAN - A Joint lran-Oman Business Forum
was held at the place of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) on Monday in a bid to boost trade
exchange between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Sultanate of Oman.

As the ICCIMA portal reported, the forum
aimed at consolidating bilateral business
relations, conducting strategic partnerships
to augment the volume of investments and
business activity, and accessing new economic
fields.

Several B2B meetings were held during
the forum between Omani and Iranian
businesspeople. The meetings targeted striking
business and investment deals. As many as 250
Iranian firms took part in the event.

The forum was attended by members of
the Joint Oman-Iran Business Council and
a delegation of Omani private sector that is
taking part at Iran Expo 2023.

Prior to the forum, ICCIMA Head Gholam-
Hossein Shafeie met with his Omani counterpart
to discuss avenues of mutual cooperation
between the two countries’ private sectors.

Inthis meeting, while emphasizing the need to
remove trade obstacles, Shafeie said: “Attention
should be paid to multilateral cooperation and
joint investments so that the markets of the two
countries can take advantage of each other’s’
business opportunities in any situation.”

Meanwhile, in a meeting between the
governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) and
the senior trade delegation from Oman on
Monday, the Iranian side expressed complete
readiness for eliminating the dollar from the
two countries’ trade transactions.

Speaking in this meeting, CBI Governor
Mohammadreza Farzin, who is also the head of
the Iran-Oman Joint Economic Committee, said
the strategic policy of the Central Bank of Iran
is to cut ties with the dollar in foreign exchange
and trade, the CBI portal reported.

“We have sound economic and political
reasons for this strategy, because, on one hand,
the US. uses the dollar as a political tool, and
on the other hand, other currencies, especially
in Asia are getting stronger against the dollar,’
Farzin explained.

Referring to the complete readiness of the
CBI to reduce and eliminate dollar exchanges
from the cycle of commercial and economic
transactions between Iran and Oman, the
official said: “The grounds for conducting
economic and commercial transactions based
on the national currencies of the two countries
are fully prepared”

Referring to the positive negotiations
between Iran and Oman last year regarding
the development of monetary and banking
relations along with trade relations between
the two countries, Frazin stated: “Iran is ready
for international methods like clearinghouses,
multilateral monetary agreements and bilateral

monetary agreements in trade transactions
with Oman.”

The CBI governor further mentioned the
expansion of trade relations between Iran
and Oman in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20) and said: “The trade
between the two countries grew by 40 percent
in the past year and reached $1.8 billion.”

He further emphasized the necessity of
using joint credit cards between the monetary
and banking networks of Iran and Oman in
order to facilitate the commercial relations
and economic activities of the two countries’
businessmen and stated: “The negotiations in
this regard have also been carried out with the
Central Bank of Oman and Iran is ready to put
the use of joint credit cards on the agenda as
soon as possible.”

Also, Omani Minister of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion Qais bin Mohammed
AlYousef, who traveled to Iran on top of a senior
business delegation, expressed his country’s
interest in investment in Iran’s industry sector.

Yousef made the remarks on the sidelines of a
visit to an industrial park near the capital Tehran
on Saturday, accompanied by Head of Iran Small
Industries and Industrial Parks Organization
(ISIPO) Ali Rasoulian, IRNA reported.

During the tour, Rasoulian briefed the
delegation about Iran’s industrial capabilities
and capacities and said: “Considering the fact
that 858 industrial parks and zones are active
in the country, this area can lay the ground for
promoting industrial relations between the two
countries”

According to the official more than 51,000
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
are active in Iran’s industrial parks and zones,
which has provided employment for more than
one million people.

He stressed the need for connecting the two
countries’ SMEs as another way of boosting
economic relations between the two countries.

Further during the visit, the Omani minister
and the accompanying delegation also
welcomed the purchase of Iranian goods,
including electrical and household appliances,
electronic products, tiles and ceramics,
medicine, etc.

Mohammad Al Youssef visited Tehran to
attend the opening ceremony of the Export
Potential Exhibition of the Islamic Republic of
Iran (Iran EXPO 2023) and also the business
forum at the place of ICCIMA.

ICOPMAS 2022 running in Tehran

from page 1 » country’s
capacities in the maritime sector,
saying that the government is
taking the necessary measures
to transform the country’s
macro policies with regard to the
maritime economy.

The government and
Expediency Council are in the
process of formulating macro-
economic  policies for the
maritime economy, which will
causeabigchangeinthecountry’s
economy and can increase the
share of the maritime industry in
the country’s GDP significantly,
Safaei explained.

“This new policy is not only a
new horizon for the country, but
it creates new opportunities for
neighboring countries and the

region,” he added.

He stated that the government
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PMO Head Ali-Akbar Safaei

activities of all

is seeking to facilitate the
the bodies
involved in the maritime industry,

saying: “Other strategies have
also been considered in relation
to the empowerment of various
maritime sectors and facilitating
the  business  environment
for all bodies active in this
area, including engineers and
consulting companies.”

Regarding the collaboration

with international bodies
and active participation in
international treaties, Safaei

said: “Following more than
50 international conventions,
treaties and regulations, we
are always trying to ensure
the improvement of safety,
preservation of the marine
environment and  maritime
security in  the country’s
territorial waters””

UAE seeking to become Iran’s top trade partner in region

TEHRAN - Head of the Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) said his country
is seeking to become Iran’s top trading
partner in the region, the ICCIMA portal
reported.

Abdullah Mohamed Al Mazrouei, who
visited Iran at the head of a business
delegation, made the remarks in a meeting
with Head of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
Gholam-Hossein Shafeie in Tehran on
Tuesday.

During the meeting, the two sides
exchanged views on the common fields of

cooperation, economic relations, and how to
expand commercial relations between the
private sectors of Iran and the UAE.

Stating that the UAE is one of the most
important neighboring countries of Iran with
a deep historical relationship, Shafeie said:
“The UAE is Iran’s second trading partner in
the world after China, and the volume of our
annual exchanges has reached about 24 billion
dollars. Despite all the restrictions of the past
and the heavy shadow of political issues
on economic relations, the UAE has always
maintained its good position in relation to
Iran and the mentioned issues have not been
able to have a deep impact on our business
relations.”

ICCIMA Head Gholam-Hossein Shafeie (R)
and Head of UAE Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry Abdullah Mohamed

Al Mazrouei

Over 7.3m tons of steel ingots exported in a year

TEHRAN- Iran exported 7.372
million tons of steel ingots in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 20), Iranian Steel

Producers Association (ISPA)
announced.
The country’s steel ingot

export fell four percent in 1401,

preceding year.
As reported,

year.

corresponding month of the

the
top steel-producing countries
produced 145.3 million tons of
crude steel in January to register
a 3.3-percent decline, year-on-

the world’s top steel producers in
terms of production growth in the
previous year.

Based on the WSA data, Iran
produced 30.6 million tons of
crude steel in the mentioned year.

Meanwhile, WSA stated that
crude steel production by the

world’s

as compared to 1400 when the
figure was 7.678 million tons.

The World Steel Association

(WSA) in its latest report
announced that Iran’s steel
production registered a

significant growth of 21 percent
in the first two months of 2023,
compared to the same period last
year.

Based on the WSA data, Iran
produced 5.1 million tons of steel
in the two-month period of this
year, while the figure was 4.21
million tons in the same time
span of the previous year.

With the growth of its steel
production by more than 21
percent in the first two months
of this year, Iran has been
recognized as the ninth largest
steel producer in this period, the
report added.

Also, among the 10 largest
steel producers, Iran had the
highest production growth in

the two months of 2023. In fact,
out of these 10 countries, seven
countries have faced a drop in
production, and three countries,
Iran, China and India, have seen
an increase in their production
in this period, the international
association announced.

The World Steel Association
had announced in late February
that Iran was ranked ninth among
the world’s top steel-producing
countries, rising one place in
the list of the world’s top steel-
makers.

As reported by the Iranian
Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO), based on
the WSA data the Islamic Republic
produced 2.7 million tons of steel
in the first month of 2023.

The figure shows a 277
percent hike compared to the

During the mentioned month,
China produced 79.5 million tons,
becoming the top steelmaking
country in the world.

India produced 10.5 million,
ranking second, followed by Japan
with the production of 7.2 million
tons of crude steel.

The Iranian Steel industry has
been constantly developing over
the past years against all the
pressures and obstacles created
by outside forces like the US.
sanctions and the coronavirus
outbreak that has severely
affected the performance of the
world’s top producers.

In early February, the WSA
reported that Iran’s crude
steel production increased by
eight percent in 2022 when the
production by the world’s top
64 steelmakers declined by 4.2
percent.

Iran was ranked first among

world’s top 64 producers fell 4.2
percent to stand at 1.787 billion in
2022.

Production by Europe’s major
steel producers also declined
significantly last year so that
Germany’s production declined
by 8.4 percent, Italy experienced
negative growth of 11.6 percent,
France’s output declined by
13.1 percent, Spain registered a
negative 19.2 percent growth and
the UK a 15.6 percent decline in
steel production.

According to the World Steel
Association, Iran was the world’s
10th top steel producer over the
past two years, after countries
like China, India, Japan, and
Russia.

The country is expected to
climb to seventh place among the
world’s top steel producers by the
Iranian calendar year 1404 (March
2025).

Trade between Iran, U.S. stands at $13.6m in Q1 2023

TEHRAN - The value of trade
between Iran and the US.
stood at $13.6 million in the
first three months of 2023,
registering a nine percent
decline, IRNA reported citing the
latest statistics released by the

American Statistical Association
(ASA).

The trade between the two
countries was reported to be over
$15 billion in the same period of
2022.

According to the ASA data,
the US. exported commodities
worth $13.4 million to Iran in Q1
2023, up 30 percent year on year.
Iran’s export to the US. stood at
$200,000 during January-March
2023.

TEDPIX drops 8,500 points on Tuesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 8,570 points to
2.305 million on Tuesday.

As reported, over 26.296 bhillion securities
worth 186.916 trillion rials (about S$445
million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

A member of the Iranian Parliament’s
Planning and Budget Committee has said
that a prosperous future is expected for
the stock market by using modern financial
instruments.

Mohammadreza Mirtajedini said
shareholders need to invest indirectly in the
capital market using financial instruments
such as investment funds before directly
entering the market.

Pointing out that education is a necessity
for people who want to enter the market,
Mirtajedini said: “With the help of investment
funds and with a long-term view, shareholders
can inject their capital into the market to
bring the country’s production to the required
prosperity.”

“In general, good measures have been
taken or are being taken by the Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) to protect the
shareholders and their capital, among which
we can mention the implementation of the

88.66
45.65
42.36

stock insurance plan,” the official noted.

“By using modern financial instruments
in the capital market, we can envision a
prosperous future for the market and witness
the re-entry of liquidity to the stock market,”
he added.
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What are the messages of Dashmagq'’s return to the Arab League?
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From page 1 » Continue and
intensify the Arab efforts aimed
at helping Syria to emerge from
its crisis and end the suffering of
the brotherly Syrian people that
has lasted over the past years,
and in line with the common
Arab interest and the fraternal
relations that unite all Arab
peoples, including the Syrians.

Welcome the Arab statements
issued by the Jeddah meeting in
Syria on April 14, 2023, and the
Amman meeting in Syria on May
1,2023.

Assuming a pioneering Arab
role in efforts to resolve the
humanitarian,  political, and
security consequences of the
Syrian crisis on the Syrians and
address its implications on other
neighboring  countries  mainly
when it comes to terrorism, drug
smuggling, and refugees.

Welcome the Syrian Arab
Republic's willingness to
cooperate with the Arab States
to implement outputs relevant to
Arab statements and the need to
implement the commitments and
consensus reached in the Amman
meeting as well as adopting the
necessary mechanisms to activate
the Arabrole.

Stress the need for taking
practical and effective action to
solve the crisis based on a “step for
step” principle and in light of UN
Security Council Resolution 2254,
starting with moving forward with
the steps that allow delivering
humanitarian aid to those in need
in Syria in accordance with relevant
mechanisms adopted by the
Security Council.

Form a ministerial joint liaison
committee of Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Irag, Lebanon, Egypt, and the
Secretary-General of the League
to follow up on the implementation
of the Amman Statement and to
continue a direct dialogue with
the Syrian government to find
a comprehensive solution that
addressesthe  implications  of
the Syrian crisis in accordance
with “step for step” principle and
in line with UN Security Council
Resolution 2254.

The committee should submit
periodic ministerial-level reports
to the Council of the Arab League.

Resume the participation of
Syrian government delegations in
the meetings of the Arab League
Council and all the affiliated
organizations and bodies as of the
day of 7th May 2023.

Request the Secretary-General
to follow up on the implementation

of this decision and inform the
council of developments.

Suspension of founder: Why
and when

Since March 2011, Syria has been
gripped by a campaign of militancy
and destruction sponsored by the
US. and its allies.

Syria was suspended from the
Arab League in 20711 amidst the
eruption of war in the country.

In recent years, however, Syrian
forces have managed to win back
control of almost all regions from
terrorist groups.

The Arab League suspended the
membership of Syria - one of the
organization’s founding members
- in November 2011, citing alleged
crackdown by Damascus on
opposition protests.

Syria denounced the move
as “illegal and a violation of the
organization’s charter”

In recent months, an increasing
number of countries and political
parties had called for the reversal
of Syria’s suspension from the Arab
League.

The rapprochements come as
the United States is losing its
influence in the region. Back in
2011, Washington had major sway
on Arab states but as the dynamics
in West Asia changed and Syria
emerged triumphant over foreign-
backed terrorists, some Arab
states are taking matters into their
own hands, despite the anger of
Washington.

Will President Assad head to
Riyadh?

Saudi Arabia has invited Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad to the

Arab League summit that Riyadh
will be hosting on May 19.

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud traveled
to Damascus on April 18 to hand al-
Assad a formal invitation to attend
the summit.

Syria’s President ~ Bashar
Assad may participate in the
summit, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, the
organization’s secretary-general,
said on Sunday.

“Bashar Assad may participate
in the next LAS summit if he so
desires,” Gheit said at a press
conference aired by Al Hadath.

US, UK criticize readmission but
Russia hails it

The US and UK are among the
Western  countries that have
recently stated they will not restore
relations with President Assad’s
government.

A State Department
spokesman said Syria did not
deserve to be reinstated but the
US supported the Arab League’s
long-term objective of solving
the crisis in Syria.

The UK’s Minister of State Lord
Ahmad said Britain remained
“opposed to engagement with the
Assad regime”. He claimed that
Assad continued to “detain, torture
and kill innocent Syrians”.

However, Russia has welcomed
the decision by the Arab League,
expressing hopes that the move
would bring about a “healthier
atmosphere” to the West Asia
region.

“Moscow welcomes this long-
awaited step which became a
logical result of the process of

returning Syria to the ‘Arab family’
which is gaining momentum,’
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
said late on Sunday.

“We  proceed from the
premise that reinstating Syria’'s
participation in the operations of
the [Arab League], with it being
one of its founding countries, will
facilitate a healthier atmosphere
in the Middle Eastern region and
the swiftest overcoming of the
consequences of the Syrian crisis,’
Zakharova was quoted as saying by
TASS news agency.

She also called on Arab countries
to increase their support for Syria
to resolve the issues about its
post-conflict recovery which is
hindered by illegitimate unilateral
sanctions against Damascus.

Last world

Undoubtedly, the return of Syria
to the Arab League as one of the
founders of the alliance will not
only help stabilize the regional
position of the Arab bloc but
also will strengthen the axis of
resistance in the region.

Initially after some Arab states
normalized relations with Israel, it
seemed that it will take long years
that Arab countries restore ties
with Syria. However, the recent
decision by the Arab League
coupled with efforts by Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan, and
Iraq showed that new alignments
are being formed in West Asia.
Additionally, due to the support of
Russia and China very important
developments in the Middle East
and the entire Asia will be seen in
the future.

Any ideology of superiority is criminal: Putin

Any superior ideology is, by definition,
and criminal,
President Vladimir Putin said during the Victory
Day parade on the Red Square on Tuesday.

ideology of
disgusting,

repulsive, deadly,

“We believe that any
superiority is inherently
criminal, and deadly,” he said.

At the same time, Putin added that Western

Russian
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elites “still talk about their exclusivity, put
people against each other and divide society,
provoke bloody conflicts and coups, sow
hatred, Russophobia, aggressive nationalism,
destroy those family, traditional values that
make humans human.”

All this, he said, is done in order “to continue
dictating, imposing their will, rights and rules
on the peoples - in essence, a system of
robbery, violence and oppression.”

“They seem to have forgotten what the
Nazis’ insane claims to world domination led
to,” the president added. “They have forgotten
who defeated this monstrous, total evil, who
stood as a wall for their homeland and did
not spare their lives for the liberation of the
peoples of Europe,” he said.

The enemies seek to destroy Russia, Putin
added.

“Those who cynically and openly prepared a
new crusade against Russia have as their goal
to destroy our country, cross out the results of
World War Two, finally dismantle the system
of global security and international law and
stifle any sovereign centers of development,’

the Russian leader said.

Putin said the Ukrainian people fell hostage
to the state coup and the West’s plans that
are the root cause of the current disaster in
Ukraine.

“Exorbitant ambitions, arrogance and
permissiveness inevitably turn into a
tragedy. This is the cause of the catastrophe,
which the Ukrainian peopleis living through,”
he pointed out.

“It [the Ukrainian people] became a hostage
to the state coup and the criminal regime of its
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Western handlers that emerged on its basis, a
bargaining chip in the implementation of their
cruel and selfish plans,” Putin said.

He added the demolition of memorials to
fallen Soviet soldiers in some countries is a
crime and the desecration of their feats.

“We see that memorials to Soviet soldiers
are ruthlessly and cold-bloodedly destroyed,
monuments to great commanders are pulled
down and a real cult of Nazis and their
accomplices is being created while there are
attempts to erase the memory about true
heroes and smear them.”

Pakistan’s former
PM Imran Khan
arrested

Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran
Khan has been arrested as he appeared in court
in Islamabad to face charges in a separate
corruption case, with scores of security forces
in riot gear dragging the high-profile politician
into an armored vehicle.

The arrest of Khan - who was ousted from
power last year and has evaded arrest several
times since - came hours after he released a
video message reiterating his allegations that the
country’s powerful military establishment had
tried to assassinate him twice.

Khan's arrest is the latest twist in a political and
economic crisis that pits the popular former prime
minister against the military and the government,
led by his successor, Shehbaz Sharif, whom Khan
alleges conspired to both remove him from power
and make threats on his life, charges they deny.

Hours after his amrest, protests began to erupt
across the country, with the armmy accused of
orchestrating his detention. Officials told the
Guardian that one protester in the city of Quetta had
been killed after they were shot by an officer near
a military checkpoint. In Lahore, supporters broke
into the house of the military corps commander,
smashing windows and set furniture on fire, while
shouting, “We wamed you not to touch Imran Khan”.

Khan had travelled to Islamabad on Tuesday
moming to seek bail in two corruption cases,
some of dozens involving corruption, sedition and
terrorism that he is facing.

China expels
Canadian diplomat
in worsening
bilateral ties

China on Tuesday expelled a Canadian
diplomat in Shanghai in a tit-for-tat after
Ottawa told a Toronto-based Chinese diplomat
to leave the country, escalating already tense
bilateral relations amid concerns about Chinese
influence in Canada.

Canada on Monday expelled Chinese diplomat
Zhao Wei after an intelligence report accused him
of trying to target a Canadian lawmaker critical of
China’s treatment of its Uyghur Muslim minority.

“We will not tolerate any form of foreign
interference,” Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie
Joly said on Monday.
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In response to Canada’s “unreasonable actions”,
China told Jennifer Lynn Lalonde, consul of the
Canadian consulate in Shanghai, to leave China by
May 13, according to the Chinese foreign ministry.

China reserves the right to respond further, the
foreign ministry added.

Diplomatic tensions have been running high
since the detention of Huawei Technologies
executive Meng Wanzhou in 2018 and Beijing’s
subsequent arrest of two Canadians on spying
charges. All three were freed in 2021.

Khizr Adnan
in Tehran’s
Palestine Square

Palestine Square in Tehran is decorated
with the picture of martyr Khizr Adnan, one
of the leaders of the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad movement.

Adnan died in an Israeli prison on May 2,
after 87 days of hunger strike in an Israeli jail.

Israeli forces arrested Adnan on February
5th during a pre-dawn raid on his house in
the occupied West Bank city of Nablus.

Adnan was known for his struggles and
activities against the occupation.

He had been arrested by the Zionist
regime’s forces 12 times, spending a total
of eight years behind bars, mostly under
Israel’s so-called “administrative detention”.

During his various detentions, the iconic
figure had gone on hunger strike five times,
the longest of which was 67 days in 2012.
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More than 600
people killed in Haiti
gang violencein
April, UN says

More than 600 people were killed last month
in violence in the capital of Haiti, which is in the
grip of a political-economic crisis, the United
Nations said on Monday.

“Inthe month of April alone, more than 600 people
were killed in a new wave of extreme violence that hit
several districts across the capital,” said the office of
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

“This follows the killing of at least 846 people
in the first three months of 2023, in addition
to 393 injured and 395 kidnapped during that
period - a 28-percent increase in violence on
the previous quarter”

The Caribbean nation, the poorest in the
Americas, has been gripped by a political and
economic crisis since the July 2021 assassination
of president Jovenel Moise, with gangs now
controlling most of the capital, Port-au-Prince.

UN officials have for months asked the Security
Councilto send a specialised non-UN international
armed force to help police restore order.

Tension continues in
Sudan despite truce
efforts

The UNHCR said the agency and its partners will
need 445 million US. dollars to support an outflow
of refugees from Sudan and asked neighboring
countries to keep their borders open to those fleeing
the violence. It also requested the suspension
of forced retums to Sudan, including those who
previously had their asylum claims rejected.

During a high-level global meeting on April
20, 2023, the United Nations (UN) and regional
organizations including the African Union (AU), the
Arab League, and Sudan’s neighboring countries
agreed to exert pressure on the belligerent two
sides to silence the guns.

Mexico urges U.S. to
tackle gun violence
on border

Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador on Monday urged U.S. decision-makers
to adopt effective policies to stop gun violence on
both sides of the U.S.-Mexican border.

Speaking at his daily press conference, Lopez
Obrador called in particular on Texas Governor
Greg Abbott and Florida Governor Ron DeSantis
to pursue gun control and slow arms trafficking
across the border.

“That is a good initiative to prevent these
unfortunate murders, these shootings that are
constantly taking place” in the United States,
Lopez Obrador told reporters at the National
Palace in Mexico City.




TOURISM '

MAY 10, 2023

Straight Truth

Jameh Mosque of Urmia undergoes

landscaping project

TEHRAN - The historical Jameh Mosque of

Urmia has undergone a landscaping project in
the course of an extensive restoration work that
commenced in 2014.

“Landscaping of the ancient mosque is
underway at a fast pace] West Azarbaijan
province’s tourism chief said on Monday.

Jameh Mosque of Urmia is one of the significant
historical monuments of the province, whose
restoration and restoration work started a few
years ago and is still ongoing, the official said.

So far, the restoration work has included
damaged decorations of the walls, dome, facade,
interior spaces, the rooftop as well as a foundation
reinforcement.

It was built in the Seljuk era, and the famous
altar that is located in this section is attributed
to the Ilkhanate era. The stucco on the altar is
one of the highlights of this building. Chehelsotun
Hall, literally meaning a hall with forty columns, is
newer than the sanctuary and is connected to it.

The materials used in different parts vary,

too. The main materials of the sanctuary and
Chehelsotun Hall are bricks mostly seen in the
upper parts. There are chambers located around
the yard of the Jame Mosque of Urmia that,
according to the tablets over there, belong to 1184
AH, the early years of the Zand era.

Traditionally, mosques and bazaars have long
been two important social centers of Iran. Tourists
usually visit these places during their trips to Iran
for a better understanding of the social aspects
and lifestyles of people in each region.

By the advent of Islam, a lot of mosques replaced
fire temples. It is said that it was the same for
the Jameh Mosque of Urmia. The construction
of the building began in the seventh century AH
because the pictorial decorations of this mosque,
such as stucco, columns, and vaults, match the
architectural style of the Seljuk era.

The altar is estimated to be built in 676 AH.
During different eras, much damage has been
inflicted on the body of the building.

Many repairs have been conducted, too. But
their dates are not known. Even though the date of
the restoration of this building is not known, this
mosque has certainly been repaired and restored
along with other old parts of the city, the bazaar
in particular.

The terms “Jameh Mosque”, “Masjed-e Jameh”
and “Friday Mosque” are used in Iran for a grand
communal mosque where mandatory Friday
prayers are performed: the phrase is used in other
Muslim countries but only in Iran does it designate
this purpose.

Handicrafts vital to consistent
tourism, minister says

™

TEHRAN - Iran’s tourism relies heavily on

handicrafts to remain consistent, Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts Minister
Ezzatollah Zarghami said on Monday.

He made the remarks while visiting the
handicrafts section of the fifth edition of the
Export Potential Exhibition of the Islamic Republic
of Iran (Iran Expo 2023), which is currently
underway in Tehran.

There is a strong dependence on handicrafts in
the tourism industry, he explained.

Handicrafts also contribute to strengthening
the country’s cultural identity, he added.

Such exhibitions are useful for introducing
handicraft capacities and improving export
conditions, he noted.

The value of Iran’s handicraft exports stood at
$400 million during the first ten months of the
current Iranian calendar year 1401 (Mar. 21, 2022
- Jan. 20, 2023), the deputy tourism minister said
in February.

Compared with the same period a year earlier,
the figure represents some 30 percent growth,
Jalali said.

“The Islamic Republic exported $400 million
worth of handicrafts during the first ten months
of the current year, which shows a 30 percent
increase year on year.”

Iran exported some $320 million worth of
handicrafts during the past Iranian year (1200),
the official stated.

The Islamic Republic has the most cities and
towns registered with the World Crafts Council
(WCC), followed by China with seven, Chile with
four, and India with three designated ones.

The WCC-Asia-Pacific Region designated Shiraz,
Malayer, Zanjan, and the village of Qasemabad
in January 2020, bringing the total number of
craft cities and towns in Iran from 10 to 14. Shiraz
has been dubbed “the world city of [various]
handicrafts”

Malayer became a center for woodcarving
and carved wood furniture on a global scale. The
designation “world city of filigree” was given
to Zanjan. The village of Qassemabad, which
is renowned throughout the country for its
traditional costumes, was also promoted to a
major handicrafts center on an international scale.

Ceramics, porcelain, handwoven clothing,
jewelry, and semi-precious stones are among
Iranian handicrafts traditionally exported to Iraq,
Afghanistan, Germany, the US., and the Persian
Gulf coastal states, to name a few.

Museum laboratory restores Qajar coins

TEHRAN -A number of historical coins, being
kept in museums across the South Khorasan
province, eastern Iran, have been restored to their
original state in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20), a local tourism official
has said.

A total of 50 historical coins, dating back to
the Qajar-era (1789-1925), have been restored

over the past year, Hamzeh Hamzeh explained on
Tuesday.

In about 220 CE the Sasanian dynasty of Iran
introduced the concept of thin flan coins, issues
that were struck in relief on both sides. In order
not to produce intolerable stresses in the dies,
since the thinner the material the more force
necessary to make it flow into the recesses of
the die’s design, the depth of relief on such coins
was of necessity much shallower than with earlier
currency. Such techniques spread by way of
Byzantium to northern Europe, where the emperor
Charlemagne struck thin flan deniers (small silver
coins), or pennies, which became characteristic of
both his own and neighboring kingdoms.

Located in eastern Iran, South Khorasan is
home to many historical and natural attractions
such as Birjand Castle, Dragon Cave, Furg Citadel,
and Polond Desert.

The province is also known for its famous rugs
as well as its saffron and barberry which are
produced in almost all parts of the province.

Iran sets up anthropology museum of Baluchi
people in Mombasa

waters.

The migration of groups of
Iranian-descent Baluchis to Africa
took place in different eras including
the 17th century and the early 19th
century.

They settled in some parts of East
African coasts and, through their
hardworking and tireless efforts,
gained high-profile positions in East
African countries, including Kenya,
Tanzania(Zanzibar), and Uganda.

Historically speaking, the Baluchi
people have been famous for their
hard-working spirit and resistance
to natural disasters. The story of
Baluchis migration to East Africa
dates back to the era of Oman’s
expansionist tendencies in Africa,
which started in the 17th century and
culminated in the 19th century.

TEHRAN - Iran’s embassy in Kenya
has established an anthropology
museum in Mombasa aimed to
spotlight the cultural heritage and
arts of Baluchi people who migrated
eastern coasts of the Dark Continent
centuries ago.

The museum features arrays
of vax figures, statues, figurines,
handicrafts, textiles, photographs
as well as objects donated to the

locals of Baluchi origin, Mehr quoted
Tehran's ambassador to Nairobi as
saying on Tuesday.

Covering 100 square meters
in area, the museum showcases
scenes of rich cultural heritage
and historical monuments of Iran’s
Sistan-Baluchestan province as well,
Jafar Barmaki said.

Sistan-Baluchestan is a collective

province: Sistan in the north and
Baluchestan in the south. In ancient
times, the region was a crossword in
the Indus Valley and the Babylonian
civilizations. The province possesses
special significance because of
being located in a strategic transit
location, especially Chabahar, which
is the only ocean port in Iran and
the best and easiest access route of
the middle Asian countries to free

Due to Baluchi's ability to
withstand  difficult  conditions,
expertise in using weapons, and
adaptability to nature and rugged
environments they were hired as
soldiers, and guardians by Omanis
and set off to Zanzibar and gradually
expanded to other parts of East
African countries, which led to their
sustainable settlement there.

Anment relics recovered by police

Iranlan authorltles have recently

TEHRAN-
confiscated some coins and other antiquities
from the home of a suspect in the ancient city of
Neyshabur.

Following receiving reports from cultural
heritage enthusiasts, police forces recovered 50
historical objects, including 42 coins that date

from the early Islamic era, CHTN reported on
Monday.

The accused was traced and arrested after the
police had received reports from cultural heritage
aficionados about the [illegal] possession of the
relics.

The police detained and surrendered him to
the judicial system for further investigation, the
report added.

In ancient times, Neyshabur was home to many
great men of science, art and culture and today
it hosts tourists who go to visit the relics of that
period.

Situated some 70 km west of Mashhad,
northeast Iran, Neyshabur was founded around
the third century CE. Narratives say the town
derived its name from its alleged founder,
the Sasanian king Shapur I. The city was once

situated on the famed Silk Road, which ran from
China to the Mediterranean Sea, crossing Central
Asia, Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey along the way.

Neyshabur grew to prominence in the eighth
century and was ruined by invasions and
earthquakes in the thirteenth century. After that
time, a much smaller settlement was established
just north of the ancient town, and the once-
bustling metropolis lay underground—until
a team of excavators from the Metropolitan
Museum arrived in the mid-twentieth century.

Neyshabur underwent rounds of excavation as
of 1935 by experts from the Department of Near
Eastern Art at The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
According to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, its
affiliated archaeologists worked at Neyshabur
between 1935 and 1940, returning for a final
season in the winter of 1947-48.

Yasuj to host festival featuring nomadic lifestyle

TEHRAN -The seventh edition of
the national tribal festival of Kuch,
dedicated to the ethnic culture is
planned to be held in Yasuj, the
capital of southwestern Kohgiluyeh-
Boyerahmad province, the provincial
tourism chief has said.

The three-day festival will be
inaugurated in one of the vast parks
of the city on May 17, Saeid Talebipur
said on Tuesday.

Over 15 provinces have announced
their readiness to participate in this
festival, which is open to all nomadic
tribes in Iran, he explained.

One of the most effective
ways to promote and introduce
Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad  province
and its capabilities in the field of
nomadic tourism is to host festivals
and conferences in this field at the
national level, the official added.

Through the Kuch festival in
recent years, its visitors have had the

opportunity to experience parts of
the nomadic lifestyle, he mentioned.

The southwestern province is
known for its nomads and nomadic
life. Sightseers may live with a
nomadic or rural family for a while
or enjoy an independent stay and
assist them with day-to-day life. It
also opens up an opportunity to feel
rustic routines, their agriculture,
traditions, arts, and culture.

Tribe tourism, also known as
ethno-tourism or ethnic tourism,
provides the ground for potential
sightseers to feel like indigenous
people by living withanomad orrural
family or enjoying an independent
stay. However, as the name implies,
it's a trip for recreational purposes
rather than an expedition for
anthropological research.

Experts say this branch of tourism
has gained a lot of support and
attention in the country over the

past couple of years. Many tour
operators believe that tribal regions
could be deemed as the legacy of
human authenticity in their novel
cultural and human aspects.

Iran has a culturally-diverse
society dominated by a wide range
of interethnic relations. Native
speakers of Persian (Farsi language)
are considered as the predominant
ethnic generally of mixed ancestry,
and the country has important Turkic,
Kurd, and Arab elements in addition
to the Lurs, Baloch, Bakhtiari, and
other smaller minorities such as
Armenians, Assyrians, and Jews.

Persians, Kurds, and speakers of
other Indo-European languages in
Iran are descendants of the Aryan
tribes who began migrating from
Central Asia into what is now Iran in
the second millennium BC.

Accompanying nomads during
their migration, even for a day or

two, maybe a lifetime experience. As
atraveler, one has the chance to visit,
live, eat, and sleep inanomadic camp
with a real nomadic family. Colorful
dresses, vast black tents, colored-
eyed children with rosy cheeks, a
modest lifestyle, scenic landscape,
and local dishes are probably among
the delights of such visits.

Language, music, indigenous
cuisine, clothing, songs, anecdotes,
crafts, live performances, and local
rituals such as celebrations and
wedding ceremonies have always
spurred many to experience life
among the tribes.

Mosque, public bathhouse in Marand to

TEHRAN -The Jameh Mosque of Marand as well
as a historical public bathhouse in East Azarbaijan
province, northwest Iran are scheduled to undergo
some rehabilitation works, a local tourism official
has said.

A total budget of 59 billion rials (5118,000) has
been allocated to the restoration projects, Abdolali
Mohammadi explained on Tuesday.

The projects will be carried out by experienced
restorers under the supervision of cultural
heritage experts, the official added.

Jameh Mosque of Marand is estimated to date
back to the Ilkhanate times (1256-1335/1353).
Hulegu, a grandson of Genghis Khan, was given
the task of capturing Iran by the paramount
Mongol chieftain Mongke. Hulegu set out in about
1253 with a Mongol army of about 130,000. He
founded the Il-Khanid dynasty in 1256, and by
1258 he had captured Baghdad and all of Iran. The
Il-Khans consolidated their position in Iran and
reunited the region as a political and territorial
entity after several centuries of fragmented rule

undergo restoratlon

by petty dynasties.

Bathhouses or ‘hammams’ in Iran were not only
places for bathing and cleaning up. They had a
social concept for people who gathered at these
places weekly.

It was a place where people talked with each
other about their daily life and shared humor and
news. There are still bathhouses in Iranian cities
but they do not have their social function anymore

since most people have bathrooms in their homes
due to the modern lifestyle.

Soaked in history and culture for millennia,
Tabriz, which is the capital of East Azarbaijan,
embraces several historical and religious sites,
including the Jameh Mosque of Tabriz and Arg of
Tabriz, and UNESCO-registered Tabriz Historic
Bazaar Complex to name a few. The city became
the capital of the Mongol Il-Khan Mahmud Gazan
(1295-1304) and his successor. Timur (Tamerlane),
a Turkic conqueror, took it in 1392. Some decades
later the Kara Koyunlu Turkmen made it their
capital, it was when the famous Blue Mosque was
built in Tabriz.

The city retained its administrative status
under the Safavid dynasty until 1548 when Shah
Tahmasp | relocated his capital westward to
Qazvin. During the next two centuries, Tabriz
changed hands several times between Persia and
Ottoman Empire. During World War |, the city was
temporarily occupied by Turkish and then Soviet
troops.



INOTEX 2023 kicks off in Tehran

From page 1 » Only a few
countries currently create fron-
tier technologies, but all coun-
tries need to prepare for them.

To assess national capabilities
to equitably use, adopt and adapt
these technologies this report
has developed a ‘readiness index’.
The index comprises five building
blocks: ICT deployment, skills,
R&D activity, industry activity,
and access to finance, according
to the report.

According to the Global Inno-
vation Index (Gll 2022) report,
Iran is the second most innova-
tive country in the Central and
South Asian region and the third
among low-middle income coun-
tries.

The Global
Innovation
Index says Iran
is the second
most innovative
country in the
Central and
South Asian
region.

Iran ranked 53rd in the world
with 7 steps up compared to
2021.

According to the 2022 Gll,
Switzerland, the United States of
America, Sweden, England, and
the Netherlands are the most in-
novative economies in the world,
and China is on the verge of en-
tering the world’s 10 most inno-
vative countries.

The top global companies in-
creased their R&D spending by
almost 10 percent to more than
$900 billion in 2021, more than in
2019 (before the pandemic).

The drivers of this increase
were mainly four industries of
“Information and Communica-
tion Technology Hardware and
Electrical Equipment”, “Informa-
tion and Communication Tech-
nology Software and Services”,
“Pharmaceuticals and Biotech-
nology” and “Construction and
Industrial Metals”.
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In the annual ranking of in-
novation capacity and output of
world economies, key changes
are observed in the top 15 coun-
tries. Vietnam (48th), Iran (53rd),
and the Philippines (59th) are
middle-income economies with
the fastest growth in innovation
performance to date.

With 7 ranks of promotion
compared to 2021, Iran has been
ranked 53rd in the world, second
in the Central and South Asian
region, and third in low-middle
income countries, and for the
second consecutive year, the in-
novation development rate is
higher than expected.

Iran is leading in indicators
such as trademark registration
(rank 1) and science and engi-
neering graduates (rank 2). In
terms of innovation outputs,

Iran has a performance similar
to high-income European econo-
mies such as Latvia (rank 41) and
Croatia (rank 42).

Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei designated the current Ira-
nian year (March 2022-March
2023) as “The Year of Production:
Knowledge-Based and Job-Cre-
ating”.  Strengthening knowl-
edge-based companies are on
the agenda, raising hope for re-
ducing obstacles on the path to
development.

In this regard, a strategic tech-
nology development headquar-
ters was formed and 362,000
technological projects and 154
commercialization projects were
supported, in addition to the in-
auguration of 23 national mega
projects.

Moreover, in the field of in-
novation and entrepreneurship
ecosystem development, 65
creative houses and innovation
centers, and 30 specialized ac-
celerators have been established
with the aim of empowering and
strengthening the export capac-
ity of knowledge-based, creative,
and technological companies.

Knowledge-based companies
and creative startups have grown
over the past five years, and Iran
has risen 45 places in the Glob-
al Innovation Index, according to
the UNESCO 2021 Report.

Iran urges global cooperation to sustainably

TEHRAN - Amir Saeed Iravani, the permanent
representative of Iran to the United Nations, has
emphasized the need for international coopera-
tion to sustainably manage forests.

Referring to some of the country’s measures
taken toward sustainable forest management,
he pointed to deforestation, climate change, and
limited access to markets and financial resourc-
es as the main challenges of countries in this re-
gard, IRNA reported.

He made the remarks at the 18th session of
the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF18) which is be-
ing held from May 8 to 12 in New York.

Enumerating the capacity of forests to deal
with economic, social, and environmental crises
and the damage and negative effects of dust
storms on sustainable forest management, he
said: “The Islamic Republic of Iran, in cooperation
with the United Nations, is hosting the interna-
tional conference on combating dust storms.”

This conference will be held in Tehran on Sep-
tember 9-10 this year aiming to examine the
challenges and problems of countries affected

COVID19- lockdown moves

manage forests

by dust storms and to provide practical solutions
to deal with this challenge and global problem,
he added.

Enhancing forest-based economic, social, and
environmental benefits, and increasing signifi-
cantly the area of protected forests worldwide
and other areas of sustainably managed forests,
as well as the proportion of forest products from
sustainably managed forests, are among the
thematic priorities for UNFF18.

Mobilizing financial resources and strength-
ening scientific and technical cooperation, pro-
moting governance frameworks to advance
implementation, and enhancing cooperation, co-
ordination, and coherence, for sustainable forest
management are some other key topics of the
event.

On April 26, Department of Environment chief
Ali Salajegeh said the Department of Environ-
ment will hold five international meetings in the
current Iranian calendar year that started on
March 21.

“At least five international meetings will be
held this year, one of which is the conference
on combating sand and dust storms,” he added,
IRNA reported.

One of the approvals of the regional meeting
of environment ministers, which was held in Iran
last summer, was the establishment of a region-
al dust organization, he highlighted.

“Environmental diplomacy is the main priority
for the country’s political diplomacy, so holding
the conference on combating sand and dust
storms is important for us”’

ENGLISH IN USE

most cities out of “red” zone

Strict COVID-19 restrictions which took effect on October 26
have caused 87 out of 89 infected cities to get out of the high-risk

“red” zone.

The National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control started strict

So far, 11 meetings of the national head-
quarters for policymaking and controlling dust
storms have been held and the results of these
meetings should be evaluated and made public,
he stressed.

In July 2022, Tehran played host to a confer-
ence of ministers and officials from 11 countries,
aiming to boost cooperation for resolving extant
environmental problems, especially sand and
dust storms.

Tehran will host
an international
conference
on combating
sand and dust
storms on
September
9-10.

Environment ministers of Irag, Armenia, the
United Arab Emirates, Oman, Syria, and Qatar, as
well as deputy ministers of Azerbaijan and Turk-
menistan along with delegations from Turkey
and Uzbekistan, participated in the event which
was held with the theme of “Environmental Co-
operation for a Better Future””
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restrictions in 43 cities that had the highest rate of infection in the

country. Ten days later, decisions were made to set new limitations
on highly-affected areas for another 10 days, through which 46

cities undergone restrictions.

The plan divided cities into three levels of alert, namely red,

orange, and yellow.
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All of the cities, except for two, are now out of the red condition
and have turned orange or yellow so that the hospitalization rate
has decreased, said Alireza Raeisi, the National Headquarters for
Coronavirus Control spokesman, expressing hope that the death
toll will also drop within two to three weeks.
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Straight Truth

Russia highlights cooperation with Iran in
science and technology

TEHRAN - Andrei Fursenko, Aide to the
President of the Russian Federation has em-
phasized the need to expand scientific and
technological cooperation with Iran, especial-
ly in the field of artificial intelligence.

“We pay serious attention to the field of ar-
tificial intelligence as a widely used scientific
and technological field, considering the tech-
nological capabilities that exist in Iran, we are
ready to cooperate in these fields,” IRNA quoted
Fursenko as saying.

He made the remarks in a meeting in Tehran
on Monday with Rouhollah Dehghani, the vice
president for science and technology.

“In the field of environment, where we are
facing challenges, we can make positive chang-
es and reforms with the help of technology and
at the same time adapt ourselves to the chang-
es that are inevitable,” Fursenko added.

Dehgani, for his part, said in recent years, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has achieved significant
success in various fields of technology such as
biotechnology, telecommunications, nanotech-
nology, communication, and other fields.

“It seems that now is the right time for the
formation of bilateral cooperation between the
two countries, especially in various scientific
and technological issues.”

It seems necessary to set up a joint commit-
tee and an investment fund for cooperation be-
tween Iran and Russia in the field of technology,
Dehgani stressed.

Russia is one of the prioritized countries
for scientific and technological relations with
Iran. Since 2016, various specialized working
groups formed by the two countries in the
fields of space, aerospace, cognitive scienc-
es, biotechnology, nanotechnology, univer-
sity cooperation, mega-science, information
technology, energy, and regional cooperation.

During the last 5-6 years, the capacity of in-
ternational interactions has been considered
by Iran and Russia, and this cooperation has
expanded by forming bilateral agreements
through inter-sectoral coordination.

Scientific cooperation between Iran and Rus-
sia is based on five models in various fields of
nanotechnology, aviation, electronics, and tele-
communications, and the establishment of the
Iranian house of innovation in Russia is the lat-
est example of this cooperation.

The deployment of humans to space, the
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launch of a house of innovation in Russia, the
construction of aircraft and satellites, and
joint research, are some of the results of Rus-
sian-Iranian cooperation, some of which are be-
ing operated and some are in the early stages
of understanding.

Scientific cooperation
between Iran and
Russia is mainly on
nanotechnology,
aviation,
electronics, and
telecommunications.

The issue of cooperation between the two
countries in the field of aerospace has a long
history. Science and technology officials of the
two countries held consultations at the 2015
MAKS air show to cooperate in the field of lo-
calization of aircraft construction, upgrade
of defense and space systems, satellites, and
satellite-based missiles so that this field also
plays its share and economic value in promot-
ing relations between the two countries.

Iran-Russia cooperation with the support of
the Fund for Support of Researchers and Tech-
nologists has also led to the implementation of
59 projects, which have now been completed.

The two nations also cooperate in the field
of nanotechnology which dates back to 2005.
Holding a joint conference in 2005, concluding
a memorandum of understanding between the
Nanotechnology Innovation Council on certifi-
cation and labeling of nanotechnology in 2016,
Russia’s participation in the strategic commit-
tee of the International Nanotechnology Olym-
piad in 2017 as a member of the company has
been the fields of cooperation.

Iran also inaugurated a house of innovation
and technology in Russia in July 2021 by sup-
porting innovative ideas, holding technolog-
ical and innovative events, and the centers,
a platform for the development and promo-
tion of Iranian knowledge-based companies,
startups, and creative industries.
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A group of foreign students from 19 countries celebrated graduation at the Sheikh Mofid
Hall in the central city of Qom on Monday, May 8.

More than 94,000 foreign students from 91 countries are studying in Iranian universities.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

There are five activities that | won’t leave off till I'm alive so that they
would become part of my tradition. [One of them] is greeting children.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:01 Evening: 19:18

Dawn: 3:27 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:03 (tomorrow)

Iranian studies in German: Pre-Islamic period

Part9

The scholar who most systematically took
the integration of Iranian into the framework
of Indo-European comparative linguistics as
his aim was Christian Bartholomae; it was he
who succeeded in laying the foundation for the
linguistic investigation of the two Old Iranian
languages by establishing their phonological
developments and their morphological
structure in a true neo-grammarian manner.

He followed the way smoothed by Haug by
bringing together the Parsi tradition and the
methods of Western Classical philology with
those of comparative grammar, and thus he
published some major reference works like
the Altiranisches Worterbuch, one of the best
dictionaries ever written.

The special aspect of Bartholomae’s
linguistic approach to Old Iranian languages
was that when looking at Iranian he always
considered Indo-lranian as a unity, and with
this attitude, for which the reconstruction of
the common Indo-Iranian proto-language
was of foremost concern, he strongly
influenced several generations of scholars
up to the present.

The existence of various different dialects
already in the Old Iranian period became more
and more evident when the rich sources of
later periods became better known and the
dialect situation could be made out for the
Middle Iranian period.

The decisive progress was initiated here
by the Turfan expeditions and their countless
finds of texts.

The first insights of fundamental
importance, namely the differentiation of the
Parthian from the Middle Persian dialect and
the discovery or identification of the Sogdian
language, were by Fredrich Carl Andreas.

Middle Iranian: The pioneer of Middle
Persian (Pahlavi) studies in Germany was
Marcus Joseph Miller (1809-74), from
1840 professor of the non-biblical Oriental
languages at the University of Munich,
whose interest in Iranian studies had been
stimulated by his teacher in Paris, Antoine-
Isaac Silvestre de Sacy (1758-1838).

Miller's “Essai sur la langue pehlvie” is
the first such study worth mentioning. It is
interesting to read Bartholomae’s opinion
that Miller in the 1830s understood the
nature of Middle Persian better than many
a scholar at the end of the 19th century, for
only in the course of that century did the
view become generally accepted that Middle
Persian is an Iranian language, which only in
writing contains many superficially Semitic
forms—although written in Aramaic, in
reality they were spoken in Persian by both
the author and the reader.

The study of Middle Persian and of the so-
called Pahlavi texts was then furthered mainly
by Martin Haug with his epoch-making “Essay
on the Pahlavi Language” and the publication
(together with Hoshangji Jamaspji Asa) of
the old “Zand-Pahlavi” and “Pahlavi-Pazand”
glossaries (Bombay and London, 1867 and
1870 respectively) and (together with Edward
W. West) of The Book of Arda-Viraf (Bombay
and London, 1872).

Haug also tried to take into account for
the study of the language of the Zoroastrian
writings that of the Sassanid inscriptions,
even if the longer inscriptions had not yet been

read in a satisfactory manner.

Less innovative and therefore of minor
significance for the history of research are
the relevant publications of Friedrich Spiegel,
who was one of the first, however, to study
Pazand texts and language, and of Ferdinand
Justi, whose Der Bundehesh (Leipzig, 1868)
contained the edition and translation of the
text and a full glossary.

The firm basis for the integration of Middle
Persian into the whole of the Iranian languages
in general and of the Persian linguistic history
in particular was laid by the eminent Iranian
scholar Heinrich Hibschmann (1848-1908),
who is known, however, especially as the
“father” of modern Armenology.

In his book Persische Studien (Strassburg,
1895), he demonstrated the etymological ties
of New Persian to Middle Persian and to the
Old Iranian languages and thus expounded
the historical development of Old, Middle, and
New Persian phonology.

The next period in the history of Middle
Persian studies was introduced in 1904 by
the first publications of Manichean Middle
Persian texts discovered by the First Prussian
Turfan expedition.

The fully vocalized Manichean script used
there for Middle Persian (as well as for
Parthian and Sogdian) facilitated a better
knowledge of the phonetic structure and
pronunciation of Middle Persian words.

A number of profound and important
studies have been contributed in particular
by Hibschmann’s pupil Bartholomae (studies
on Sassanid and post-Sassanid Middle
Persian texts and the dialectological problems
which had won special relevance) and by
Bartholomae’s pupil Heinrich F. J. Junker, who
in different form twice edited the old Frahang i
pahlawig (1912, 1955).

The Sassanid law-book (as normally it is
called), Madayan i hazar dadestan, formerly
studied by Bartholomae, was picked up again
by Maria Macuch in two monographs published
in 1981 and 1993 respectively.

Research on the Middle Persian papyri from
the period of the occupation of Egypt by the
Sassanids (ca 619-29 CE) had been initiated
by Olaf Hansen in his fundamental book Die
mittelpersischen Papyri ... (1938).

This first major edition of the papyri,
which because of their cursive writing were
difficult to read, recently has been continued
by Dieter Weber (whose doctorate thesis is
on the Middle Iranian inchoative verbs) with
a publication of all of the ostraca, papyri, and
parchments available.

The first modern collection and treatment of
the Middle Persian and Parthian inscriptions of
Sassanid times was Ernst Herzfeld’s weighty
book Paikuli (1924), which for paleography
has not yet been replaced and has kept its
significance until today, although there have
subsequently been found important texts
such as those of Nagsh-e Rostam.

Outstanding among the recent publications
inthe epigraphicalfieldis Helmut Humbachand
Prods O. Skjaervo, The Sassanian Inscription of
Paikuli (3 vols. in 4 parts, Wiesbhaden, 1978-
83), the text-restoration and translation of
which are based on a complete study of Middle
Persian and Parthian inscriptional language.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.
To be continued.

Iran-Bangladesh co-production
“Angel” ready forrelease

TEHRAN - A publicist for
“Angel” said on Tuesday that
the co-production between Iran
and Bangladesh is ready to be
released.

Starring Jaya Ahsan and Suman
Faruk, the film also known as
“Beautiful Lies” “Fereshta” and
“CNG., has attracted a great deal
of media attention in Bangladesh
over the past year, the publicist
said in a press release.

The Bengali-language film,
which is about a rickshaw puller,
will likely be Bangladesh’s
submission to the international
feature award at the 2024 Oscars.

Actress Jaya Ahsan started
shooting along with actress
Reekita Nondine Shimu at the
Dreamland Dhaka Resort and

Restaurant in Bashundhara,
Dhaka.
Pictures surfaced online

showcasing both the actress
riding on rickshaws dressed as
slum dwellers. The actress is
seen carrying a three-year-old

Suman Faruk, Reekita Nondine Shimu and Jaya Ahsan act in a scene from ‘Angel’.

child in her arms.

Afterwards, Iranian director
Morteza Atashzamzam, actress
Jaya Ahsan and some crew
members attended a press
conference at Jabale Akhdar
Lounge, near Bashundhara
Residential Area in Dhaka in
April 2022 to brief the media
about the project.

“Through this movie, | came

to understand that cinema has
no language,” Ahsan told The
Daily Star.

“This

film’s
understands his native language;
yet, | faced no difficulties while
working with him,” she added.

director only

recognized me.’

Bangladesh.
Produced in

new experience’

role of a struggling woman. We
come across such women in our
everyday life. We have shot across
many locations. Once | put my
make-up on for the role, no one

Atashzamzam hoped that it will
She called the project “a DPe memorable for the people of

completely

for her and noted, “I play the collaboration

between the companies Imaje
Cinema from Iran and Maximum
from Bangladesh, “Angel” will be
released in Bangladesh in Bangla
and in Iran with Persian subtitles.

Sources at  Bangladesh’s
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting revealed that the
film got permission on March 13,
2022 under the name of “CNG”’

5 Intl. Photo Award establishes prize named after Abbas Kiarostami

A photo shows the Abbas Kiarostami Gold
Camera, which will be awarded to the top
work in the New Look category of the 5
International Photo Award this year.

TEHRAN - The organizers of the 5 Intemational
Photo Award have launched a prize named after
the world-renowned Iranian filmmaker and

photographer Abbas Kiarostami.

The Abbas Kiarostami Gold Camera will be
awarded to the top work in the New Look category
for the first time in the fourth edition of the award
ceremony on June 22, which is Kiarostami's birthday.

The prize is a statue of Kiarostami's hands
holding a gold camera.

“Numerous photographers from Italy, Japan,
France, Turkey and several other countries
submitted their works to the festival, therefore,
we decided to establish the prize to represent
our country] 5 International Photo Award
president Mehdi Shadizadeh said in a press
release published on Monday

“The New Look section focuses on photos in which
the composition is no longer important; concepts,
creativity and photomontage play the key role in this
section,” he added.

Takehiko Nakafuji is the president of the jury of
this year's 5 International Photo Award.

The jury also comprises Frank Baquet from
Germany, Ayako Takaishi from France, Tahir Un from
Turkey, and Mara Zamuner from Italy.

Lili Golestan, Alireza Shadizadehm Alireza Kanijj,
Majid Talebi, Adel Hervian and Behdad Najafi are the
[ranian members of the jury.

Kiarostami’s frequent visits to a single almost
500-year-old tree of Juniper species near the village
Arointhe Damavand region inspired the photoaward.
The tree was the subject of numerous photographs
taken by Kiarostami in different seasons.

In addition, the award’s title refers to “Five
Dedicated to Ozu”, Kiarostami's 2003 documentary
which is a tribute to Japanese filmmaker Yasujir Ozu
whose work deeply influenced Kiarostami’s films.

This year’s award ceremony is sponsored by the
Tehran branch of Fujifilm, a Japanese photography
products company, Golestan Gallery in Tehran, the
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art and several
other organizations.

“Kal Fatemeh”, “Lady of the City” top at Women Media Arts and Film Festival

TEHRAN - Iranian movies “Kal
Fatemeh” and “Lady of the City”
have won the awards for best
film in different categories of the
7th Women Media Arts and Film
Festival (WMAFF).

“Kal  Fatemeh” by  Mehdi
Zamanpur Kiasari won the award
for best feature documentary, the
organizers announced on Monday in
Sydney, Australia.

It is about a woman who lives
on her own farm away from the
village with her two sons. She
runs a farm and rears cattle for a
living, meeting many challenges.

“Kal Fatemeh” b Y Mehdi Zamanpur Kiasari was named best feature
documentary at the 7th Women Media Arts and Film Festival in Sydney, Australia.

short animated film “Homenaje
a Tarzan”, which ended with an
enigmatic “to be continued”.

The award for best short went
to “Biting Sands” by the Estonian
director Anna Golenko.

In this film, Vera just broke up
with her girlfriend. She has never
been with a guy before and she
feels that she would want to try,
which scares her friend Ksyusha,
because she thinks that it might be
a traumatic experience for her. They
meet a guy at the beach and it could
have been Vera's chance.

The Chinese drama “The Fire

She grieves over her daughter’s

released from prison for a few days

The jury also

comprised

of Rebirth” by Yafei Xu won the

situation, as she has had an
unhappy past.

“Lady of the City”, a drama also
known as “Shahrbanoo”, was picked
as best feature fiction.

Directed by Maryam Bahrololumi,
the film follows Shahrbanoo, a
woman who has been sentenced
to life in prison for being a drug
mule. After eleven years in jail, she is

to attend her son’s wedding. The
temporary freedom helps her see a
new aspect of her life and that of her
family before returning to prison.

Narges Abyar, director of the
acclaimed Iranian dramas “When
the Moon Was Full” and “Track
143" was a member of the WMAFF
international jury.

Australian actress and writer Kate
Fitzpatrick and the New Zealand-
born Australian-based filmmaker
Margot Nash.

Spanish  director  Hauazkena
Taldea’s “Hunting” was selected as
the best animation.

The movie is a continuation of
artist Rafael Ruiz Balerdi's 1969

audience award.

The short film shows Yu's spirit
following his mother back to his
peaceful hometown seven days
after his death. When night falls,
Yu takes a ride on his father's
motorcycle, and they bid farewell
to the world. However, Zhaoxia had
rather it be a dream from which she
would never awaken.

Lynne Rae Perkins’ “All Alone in the Universe” publlshed in Persian

TEHRAN - “All Alone in the Universe” by the
American writer and illustrator of children’s books
Lynne Rae Perkins has been published in Persian.

Originally published in 1999, the book has been
translated into Persian by Tina Gharab. Peydayesh
is the publisher of the Persian edition.

When her best friend since the third grade
starts acting as though Debbie doesn't exist,
Debbie finds out the hard way that life can be a
lonesome place.

But in the end, the heroine of this wryly funny

coming-of-age story — a girl who lives in a house
covered with material that is supposed to look
like bricks but is just an artificial brick veneer —
discovers that even the hourly tragedies of junior
high school can have silver linings, just as a house
covered with Insul-Brick can protect a real home.

“All Alone in the Universe” is Rae Perkins’
first published novel. Her other works include
the picture books “The Broken Cat” and “Snow
Music” and the Newbery Medal-winning novel,
“Criss Cross”.
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A combination photo shows Lynne Rae
Perkins and the front cover of the Persian
edition of “All Alone in the Universe”
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