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Nuclear activities
under IAEA rules:
nuclear chief

TEHRAN - Iran’s senior nuclear official
stated on Wednesday that the country’s nu-
clear operations comply with IAEA rules and
safeguards agreements, despite accusations
by Zionist-affiliated media that Iran has con-
structed additional nuclear facilities.

Talking to reporters after a cabinet meet-
ing, Mohammad Eslami asserted that the
Zionists have attempting to spread false in-
formation about Iran for years.

Eslami, head of the Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran (AEOI), referred to such
campaigns as “psychological warfare by the
enemy” and maintained that the Zionists al-
ways accuse Iran of such actions whenever
they are at a standstill or under pressure as
aresult of their failures in the region.

In a report on Monday, the Associated
Press claimed near a peak of » Page 2

Iranian women show
indescribable courage
in Sacred Defense

By Sara Atta

TEHRAN - Inspired by Islamic teachings,
Iranian women with indescribable courage
and bravery appeared in various scenes, even
on the battlefields during the eight years of
Sacred Defense (Iragi imposed war against
Iran in 1980-1988).

Following the victory of the Islamic Revo-
lution of Iran and the fall of the Pahlavi gov-
ernment in 1979 and the subsequent major
changes in America’s position in the region,
the relations between Iran and Iraq also
changed.

On September 17, 1980, the former Iraqi
president, Saddam Hussein, tore up the 1975
Algerian agreement [An agreement between
Iran and Iraq to settle any disputes and con-
flicts concerning their common border (such
as the Shatt al-Arab, known as Arvand Rud in
Iran)] by appearing in front of Iraqi television
cameras. » Page?7
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Iran taking new measures to de-dollarize transactions
among ACU members

TEHRAN - Governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has
been holding talks with senior banking officials from various
Asian countries on the sideline of the 51st Asian Clearing Union
(ACU) summit in order to encourage getting new members and
de-dollarize the economic transactions among ACU members.

As reported by the CBI portal, Mohammad-Reza Farzin met
and held talks with Governor of the Central Bank of Russia El-
vira Nabiullina, Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan Jameel
Ahmed, Deputy Head of the Monetary Policy and Economic
Analysis Directorate of the National Bank of the Republic of

Belarus Sergey Kalechits on the sidelines of the summit which
was held in Tehran during May 23-24.

In the meeting with Nabiullina, the two sides emphasized
strengthening trade exchanges and using the national curren-
cies of the two countries in bilateral trade.

During the talks with the Belarusian delegation, Farzin
said strengthening relations through bilateral and multilat-
eral monetary agreements is a model that can play an im-
portant role in the development of trade relations between
two countries. » Page &

MPs praise accomplishments of 86th flotilla

TEHRAN- Iranian parliamentarians have praised the nation’s
86th naval fleet, which arrived home last week after a round of
the globe, saying the Navy is a source of national pride.

Iran’s Navy brought great honor to the nation both during

the 8-year imposed war against the country and for years af-
terwards, 220 lawmakers said in a statement on Tuesday.

“The Navy is a source of pride for the honorable nation of
Iran,” they added.

The parliamentarians pointed out that Iranian navy troops
have demonstrated via their tremendous effort that they fully

comprehend the directives of the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, who underlined, “Don’t be
satisfied with the status quo and move forward.”

The lawmakers also thanked the families of the 86th flotilla
crew for bearing the pains of being apart from their loved ones
and praised the honest efforts of the fleet's commanders, offi-
cials, and staff members.

The flotilla, comprised of a domestically-manufactured Dena
destroyer and Makran forward base ship, set sail from Iran’s
southern port of Bandar Abbas on » Page 2
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Ebrahim Raisi attended the Independence Mosque in Jakarta on the last day of his trip to Indonesia on May 24, 2023.

W Strong Tehran-
Jakarta ties will
benefit Islamic
world, Raisi says

TEHRAN- Strengthening ties
between Iran and Indonesia would
benefit the Islamic world, Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi says.

Raisi made the comments in a
meeting with Indonesia’s People’s
Consultative Assembly (MPR)
speaker Bambang Soesatyo on
Tuesday in the country’'s capital
Jakarta.

Indonesia is a significant country
with an excellent position in
Southeast Asia, Raisi highlighted,
adding that “the expansion of
relations between the two countries
is in the interest of the Islamic world
and Muslims” » Page 2

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - A US. default on its debt is
looming and failure to reach a deal will have
far-reaching consequences.

The administration of U.S. President Joe
Biden has less than a week to strike a deal
with Republicans, otherwise it will run out
of money to pay millions of workers includ-
ing American soldiers, but the ripple effects
will be felt across the world and in particular
Washington’s Western allies.

The current cap on the US. federal debt
is $31.4 trillion dollars. That's how much the
world’s strongest economy has borrowed
this year to pay off its bills.

The White House and the Republican-con-
trolled House of Representatives are stalling
on talks to reach an agreement to raise the
amount of money the U.S. can borrow.

The main bone of contention being argued
in public between the two sides is that Bid-
en wants to increase the amount of money
Washington can borrow, while Republican
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy wants to see
some spending cuts first before raising the
debt ceiling.» Page 5

‘Meaningful
collaboration is only
way to ensure global
health goals’

TEHRAN - Iranian Health Minister Bahram
Einollahi has said the only way to ensure the
global health goals, including “saving people
and ensuring health for all,” is to increase
opportunities for meaningful international
collaboration and partnership.

“The World Health Organization recent-
ly declared the end of Covid-19 as a global
health emergency. | would like to take this
opportunity to express my deep appreciation
for the tireless efforts of all the dedicated
health workers involved in responding to this
pandemic”

Einollahi made the remarks at the sev-
enty-sixth World Health Assembly which is
being held in Geneva, Switzerland, on May
21-30 with the theme of WHO at 75: Saving
lives, driving health for all.

Based on Islamic teachings whoever saves
one - itis as if he had saved mankind entirely,
he highlighted. » Page 7

Tehran Papers T,

In the following column, we take a
look at some important contents
and views in the yesterday’s Iranian
newspapers.

Indonesia is island of op-
portunities

In a note, Vatan-e-Emrooz addressed
the president’s visit to Indonesia and
relations between the two countries. It
wrote: » Page 2
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Indonesia is island of opportunities

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In a note, Vatan-e-Emrooz addressed the
president’s visit to Indonesia and relations be-
tween the two countries. It wrote: This country is
now progressing based on the Vision 2045 doc-
ument, which is supposed to bring this Muslim
country to the group of advanced countries in
the 100th year of its independence and set it in
the fifth place in world economy. In such a sit-
uation Tehran and Jakarta can serve as a “mir-
acle” of strategic relations in the Islamic world.
As founders of the Non-Aligned Movement,
they can solidify their political and economic re-
lationship. Since the Islamic revolution in Iran,
Tehran has established religious and cultural in-
teractions with Indonesia. Iran has also worked
on proximity of religions in the Southeast Asian
country. Also, their cooperation in international
organizations such as the United Nations, the
Non-Aligned Movement, the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation and D8 has been friend-
ly. Iran has commercial and economic relations
with the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN), which Indonesia is a member, and has
always encouraged the expansion of relationship
between ECO and ASEAN and actively participat-
ed in the joint meetings of the two unions.

Arman-e-Melli: Duties and challenges of
the new security chief

In a commentary, Arman-e-Melli discussed
the duties and responsibilities of the new sec-
retary of the Supreme National Security Coun-
cil. It said Admiral Ali Akbar Ahmadian faces a
vital test in his post. The council should pay due
attention to distribution of power and wealth
in the country and make a distinction between
private and public sector. In addition, he should
pay special attention to resolving problems that
Iran is facing globally and regionally. To promote
national security, he should also help give pri-
ority to the production sector which would help
strengthen the social capital. This is not possi-
ble except by gathering an enormous group of
??elites to ensure protection of national securi-
ty and the interests of the people, and also push
the society to the rule of law.

Sobh-e-No: Meaningful vote of repre-
sentatives for Qalibaf

Sobh-e-No wrote about the election of the
speaker of the Parliament and said: The most im-
portant point in the re-election of Qalibaf in the
fourth year of the Islamic Consultative Assembly

is that the vote actually shows that the members
of the parliament are satisfied with the manage-
ment of the parliament by Qalibaf, and this con-
trasts fake news by some radical media outlets
and individuals related to this current. Qalibaf
has been able to manage the parliament in these
years through proper interaction with the repre-
sentatives. Despite slanders by some media out-
let against the speaker of the Parliament in the
past few months, which was promoted by radical
personalities, we notice that not only this degree
of defamation did not have an effect on the re-
duction of votes for him, but also compared to
last year there was a significant increase in votes.
As a result, not only the smear campaigns have
not worked in these years, but Qalibaf’s compe-
tent performance in managing the parliament
and focusing on the main issues have raised his
credibility among the representatives.

Farhikhtegan: Competition versus
participation
In a commentary, Farhikhtegan discussed po-
litical competitions in the parliament. It wrote: In-
tensification of political tensions in the final year
of the parliament, will have an electoral agenda
rather than a reformative function. Non-techni-
cal labeling and will not have any achievements
except creating disappointment in the social
atmosphere. Such political and factional con-
frontations may be able to reduce the power of
competitors and provide a situation to win seats
in the parliament, but they are all against national
interests and will reduce voter turnout by creat-
ing disappointment.

Resalat: Khorramshahr was stepping stone
to confront imposed order

Resalat devoted its editorial to the anniversary
of the liberation of Khorramshahr. It wrote: The
liberation of Khorramshahr was the starting point
of Iran’s movement towards the new world order
by confronting an imposed order. The imposed
war was only a tool in the hands of the imposed
order to return Iran to the previously controlla-
ble conditions and stabilize the old order. Iran’s
first “no” to this order was the situation that Iran
proved that it is going to move against the world’s
river and not to lose a single part of its soil. Iran
will succeed to completely turn the tide when the
fighters of Islam record a permanent frame next
to the dome of Al-Agsa Mosque like the image of
the fighters on top of Khorramshahr Mosque.

Strong Tehran-Jakarta ties will benefit
Islamic world, Raisi says

From page 1 »The Iranian president remarked,
“With these changes, new powers will be formed in the
world, which is in the interest of developing countries.”

“The progress of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the fields of science and technology has placed
Iran among the countries with advanced sciences
such as space and nuclear sciences,” the president
stated, his official website reported.

Raisi went on to say that the world order has
changed and that the era of unilateralism is over.

He also said, “We believe the oppressed people
of Palestine, Yemen and Myanmar are very close
to having their rights fulfilled”

Alluding to the considerable efforts the West
has made to threaten and impose sanctions on
Iran, the president pointed out, “The great na-
tion of Iran, by relying on Islam and believing in
independence, not only declined to surrender to
such pressures, but also created an opportuni-
ty out of such threats.”

Soesatyo, for his part, characterized the ties
between the two nations as historical and be-
lieved that the Islamic world will gain from the
growth and intensification of ties between Teh-
ran and Jakarta.

Additionally, he stressed the oppressed Pal-
estinian people’s right to decide their own fu-
ture and voiced worry over the rise in violence
against them.

’Islamic world should benefit from Iran-In-
donesia ties’

In a separate meeting, Indonesian People’s
Representative Council speaker Puan Maharani
and the Iranian president held talks about ways to
strengthen ties between the two Muslim nations.

“Despite threats and brutal sanctions, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has made great progress

and has achieved capabilities that have created
good capacities for development of relations be-
tween the two countries,” Raisi stressed.

The Iranian president expressed appreciation
for Indonesia’s position in support the oppressed
peoples of Afghanistan and Palestine, saying,
“The development of relations is in line with the
interests of the two countries, the people of the
region, and Muslims’

“There are no obstacles in the way of devel-
oping relations between the two countries
Raisi said, pointing to the documents and
agreements reached with Indonesian author-
ities in the domains of energy, medicine, and
science and technology.

For her part, Maharani voiced the Indonesian
Representative Council's support for the agree-
ments made during Raisi’s visit and said, “l am
confident that the relations between the two
countries will develop not only in the political
field, but also in the fields of economy and medi-
cine, especially in pharmaceutical products.”

ASEAN announces plans to deepen relations
with Iran

During a meeting with Raisi on Wednes-
day, the secretary general of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Kao Kim
Hourn underscored on the need of ASEAN to
speed up its collaboration with Iran.

Iran’s position and importance in the region
were underlined by the ASEAN secretary general,
who also provided an update on the association’s
initiatives to increase interactions with Iran.

The Iranian president, for his part, stated that
regional organizations play an important role in
countries’ economic growth.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1 » the Zagros Moun-
tains in central Iran, workers are
building a nuclear facility so deep
in the earth that it is likely beyond
the range of a last-ditch United
States weapon designed to de-
stroy such sites.

It said the photos and videos from
Planet Labs PBC show Iran has been
digging tunnels in the mountain
near the Natanz nuclear site.

Official calls threats against
Iran’s nuclear sector pointless

The domestication of the nu-
clear sector has rendered threats
against Iran’s nuclear program
utterly useless, the AEOI spokes-
man said on Wednesday.

Behrouz Kamalvandi made
the remarks while addressing a
meeting of the heads of Iranian
diplomatic missions at the For-
eign Ministry.

Even foes have recognized that
Iran’s nuclear capabilities have
reached a point where they cannot
be eliminated, Kamalvandi asserted.

Noting that the country’s nucle-
ar capabilities have become deeply
ingrained and indigenous, Kamal-
vandi further emphasized that the
nuclear industry is a driving force
in different industries and is not
limited to a specific field.

He went on to say that Iran can
provide one million patients with
radiopharmaceuticals.

The spokesman also pointed to
U.S. sanctions against Iran, saying
the U.S. had claimed that medicines
were not subject to sanctions, “but
the truth was something else”

“The nuclear fuel cycle of Iran
cannot be disputed”

Eslami also spoke at the same
event in which he emphasized
Iran’s nuclear achievements, nota-
bly the development of heavy wa-
ter technology.

He said multiple organizations
from various countries are inter-
ested in purchasing Iranian heavy
water and its derivatives.

“Today, the whole nuclear fuel
cycle, namely exploration, ex-
traction, processing from mines,
conversion, enrichment, and pro-
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duction of fuel and its use in re-
actors, is being carried out by our
young and hardworking experts
and scientists,” Eslami explained.

Additionally, he declared that
Iran’s nuclear fuel cycle capabili-
ties “cannot be negated.”

The nuclear chief said that Iran
would not have been able to devel-
op radiopharmaceuticals to count-
er the effects of sanctions that put
the lives of many people in peril if
its reactors had not been operat-
ing or lacked the nuclear fuel cycle.

By signing a nuclear agreement
with six major countries (the five
permanent members of the UN Se-
curity Council plus Germany) in 2015,
Iran proved to the world the benign
nature of its nuclear program.

P Nuclearactivities under IAEA
rules: nuclear chief

However, Washington unilater-
ally withdrew from the agreement,
officially called the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), in
May 2018 and re-imposed sanc-
tions against Tehran.

In April 2021, talks between
the deal’s parties began in Vienna
with the goal to bring the USS. back
into the agreement and ending its
“maximum pressure” campaign
against Iran.

However, because of Washing-
ton’s insistence on not removing
all of the anti-Iran sanctions and
providing the requisite assuranc-
es that it won't quit the agree-
ment again, the negotiations
have remained inactive since
September 2022.

Iranian diplomat cautions of r

TEHRAN- An Iranian diplomat on Tuesday
called for an end to unilateral sanctions on na-
tions, warning of the dire effects on people, par-
ticularly women and children.

Zahra Ershadi, Iran’s deputy permanent rep-
resentative to the UN, said that lifting unilat-
eral sanctions would allow the international
community to provide prompt, appropriate, and
effective humanitarian responses.

She made the remarks before a UN Security
Council meeting on the protection of civilians
and ensuring their security and dignity in times
of conflict.

What follows is the text of her statement:

We commend Switzerland’s Presidency for ini-
tiating this open debate, and we thank the Secre-
tary-General and other briefers for their incisive
briefings.

Protecting civilians during conflicts is critical
since it has a devastating impact on their life.

Under international humanitarian law, all par-
ties to a conflict are required to ensure that civil-
ians have access to essential goods and services,
including food and medical care. They are also
prohibited from attacking civilian objects such as
food supplies, water sources, and hospitals.

Despite the obligations outlined in international
humanitarian law, the Secretary-General's report
(S/2023/345) indicates that armed conflicts in
2022 resulted in a significant number of casual-
ties, including deaths, injuries, enforced disap-
pearances, and immense suffering. The United
Nations documented a concerning increase in ci-
vilian deaths, with at least 16,988 recorded across
12 conflicts, marking a 53 percent rise compared
to the previous year.

The report also highpoints the persistent and
devastating effects of armed conflicts on food
security, leading to continued hunger in many
regions. The disruption of agriculture and trade
exacerbates the situation, causing shortages of
essential supplies and agricultural products.

These alarming statistics underline the urgent

[——

need for concerted efforts to address the impact
of armed conflicts on food security and protect
civilian populations.

Yet, in the Middle East, our critical region, ter-
rorism, occupation, illegal unilateral acts, and
the presence of illegal foreign forces continue to
wreak havoc on civilians and their infrastructure.

In the Occupied Palestinian Territory, the Israe-
li regime continues its oppressive, expansionist,
and apartheid practices, systematically violating
the human rights of Palestinians. The UN report
underlines that last year witnessed the highest
number of Palestinian civilian fatalities in the
West Bank since 2005. Furthermore, the situa-
tion in Gaza is deeply distressing as it has effec-
tively become the world’s largest prison. The de-
struction of vital infrastructure compounds the
already dire humanitarian situation, leaving the
people of Gaza in a state of extreme vulnerability.

In the Syrian Arab Republic, the persistence
of unilateral sanctions imposed by the US and
EU, as well as the plundering of Syrian natural
resources by illegal foreign forces, have had a
negative impact on the humanitarian situation
in Syria, exacerbating the challenges faced by
the Syrian people and impeding the Syrian
government’s ability to provide essential ser-
vices to those in need.

Furthermore, the Israeli regime continues its
aggressions and terrorist attacks against Syria’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity with impu-
nity and no repercussions from the international
community.

We strongly condemn these heinous crimes

amifications of

unilateral sanctions

as they targeted civilian infrastructure and vi-
olate international humanitarian law and the
UN Charter, posing a severe threat to regional
peace and stability.

In Afghanistan, to ensure that the Afghan peo-
ple receive the assistance they require, humani-
tarian aid must remain impartial and uncondition-
al. Any politicization of humanitarian assistance
can only harm the Afghan people who rely on it for
survival. Likewise, the frozen assets of the Afghan
people must be returned in full, and without any
condition. Meanwhile, the de-facto authorities
must fulfill their commitments, particularly those
concerning the rights of women and girls.

To provide effective civilian protection, it is crit-
ical to prioritize ending the conflict and securing a
political solution, in addition to scaling up human-
itarian operations.

Effective humanitarian operations for civil-
ian protection rely on international cooperation,
proper and timely finance, and resource access;
unfortunately, these elements are impeded by
unilateral coercive measures.

Unilateral coercive measures have severe
consequences, particularly on food insecuri-
ty, affecting civilians, especially women, and
children.

These illegal measures also hamper health-
care systems and humanitarian organizations,
restricting access to medical supplies and im-
peding aid delivery.

By lifting unilateral sanctions, the interna-
tional community can foster an environment
that enables swift and effective humanitar-
ian responses, ensuring that critical assis-
tance reaches those in need without unnec-
essary delays or limitations.

And finally, we urge all parties to armed con-
flicts to fully comply with their obligations un-
der international law, as well as to respect the
humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality,
impartiality, and independence in the provision
of humanitarian assistance, including medical
assistance.

MPs praise accomplishments of 86th flotilla

comed by Iran’s military and civil-

ian officials.

The flotilla traveled 63,000 kilo-
meters and four times crossed the

From page 1 »September 20,
2022 in avoyage around the world.
Dena and Makran together weigh
more than 122,000 tons. They

sailed around the world, passing
through important ports, seas and
oceans. They ultimately retumed
home on Saturday and were wel-

The 86th flotilla broke the re-
cord for the distance an Iranian
flotilla has sailed in international
waters.

It completed a lengthy cruise
around the world and sailed
across the Indian, Pacific, and
Atlantic oceans without need-
ing assistance from the land
for the first time in Iran’s naval
history.

On September 20, 2022, it de-
parted from Bandar Abbas, a port
city on the Persian Gulf. It finally
anchored at Oman’s Salalah har-
bor on the 236th day of its journey.

equator.

The flotilla’s “360 degrees” mis-
sion included the deployment of
Iranian vessels to the Antarctic as
one of its key objectives.

With 70 active research insti-
tutes spread over 30 nations, Ant-
arctica is one of the most crucial
strategic places on earth.

An idea has been promoted
in recent years that the Islamic
Republic of Iran plans to build a
permanent facility at the South
Pole to strengthen its strategic
position.



Praise for Strategic and Effective Law

Leader: Parliament’s Strategic Action law saved the country from quandary on nuclear issue

umm’wﬁ e

TEHRAN - In a meeting with
the speaker and members of
Iran’s 11th Consultative Assembly,
Iranian Parliament, on May 24,
2023, the Leader praised the
parliament for the important
measures it has taken by passing
the “Strategic Action” law,
underling that it has saved the
country from a state of quandary
in the nuclear issue.

During the meeting, which
coincided with the anniversary of
the Liberation of Khorramshahr
(24th of May, 1982), the Leader
honored the greatness and
position of the Iranian Parliament
and considered the legislative
status of the Parliament to
be much greater and more
important than its supervisory
position.

“Legislation is like building a
railroad or more precisely, itis like
building a road that determines
the direction of movement of the
other branches of government,
he said.

Imam Khamenei considered
some of the bills that have
been approved by the current
parliament as strategic. “The
Strategic Action Plan to lift
sanctions was a fundamental
and important resolution that
saved the country from a state
of quandary with regards to the
nuclear issue. We can even see
the results of its implementation
on a global scale”

Imam Khamenei described
the Family and Youth Protection
Act as very important, while
underlining that the knowledge-
based production leap law is
one of Parliament’'s strategic
enactments.

In describing the
characteristics and performance
of the 11th Consultative Assembly,
the Leader of the Revolution
stated, “After three years, |
still consider this parliament
to be revolutionary, young and
dynamic. Of course, this is a
general view that does not take
into account the exceptions that
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may exist in the parliament”

Recognizing the country’s
problems and passing legislation
to solve them was another
characteristic that he described
with regards to the current
Parliament.

“Most of the laws to fight
corruption, to eliminate
discrimination and
monopolization and to improve
the business environment have
been approved with decisiveness
and clarity,” he added.

The Leader of the Revolution
considered “having a simple life,
avoiding aristocratic behavior
or looking down at people” as
the characteristics of many of
the representatives of the 11th
Parliament.

He also strictly urged the
members of the parliament to
refrain from being influenced by
the enemies’ propaganda, adding
that factional considerations and
groupings should definitely not
play a role in the evaluation and
approval of bills.

Imam Khamenei remarked

that, “Because of different tastes,
groupings have always existed in

parliament, but we should not let
it turn into a bipolarity. We should
not let it take the place of justice
and prudence while making
decisions on legislative matters”

In the final part of his
speech, Imam Khamenei
provided the members of the
parliament with some important
recommendations.

While outlining his first word of
advice, hereferred to the duality of
“rapprochement or destruction” in
the parliament’s relationship with
other branches of government,
especially the executive branch.
“In the destructive view, both
parties see each other as rivals
with the aim of uprooting each
other. This view is dangerous
and problematic for both the
government and the parliament”

Combining piety and honesty
with freedom and openness was
another recommendation that
the Leader made to the MPs.
“Piety and honesty should be
observed in cases where a public
announcement [of an issue] is
necessitated.”

At the beginning of his speech,
on the occasion of the third

of Khordad, which marks the
anniversary of the liberation of
Khorramshahr, Imam Khamenei
congratulated the great nation of
Iran for this miraculous epic.

The Leader also made a
recommendation for people
to read books that have been
written about Operation Beit ol-
Mogaddas.

“More important than this
great victory are the initiatives,
the war plans that can be taught
in war colleges, the sacrifices
and bravery of ordinary human
beings, high-ranking martyrs,
and other stories and facts that
were seen in that unparalleled
operation. We should not let these
things fade or be forgotten”

At the beginning of this
meeting, Mohammad Bager
Qalibaf, Speaker of Iran’s Islamic
Parliament, gave a report on
the performance of the 11th

Parliament. He  described
“creating a road map for
prioritization in  legislation”

as one of the most important
distinguishing features of this
term of the Parliament.

(Source: khamenei.ir)

Iran says ﬁrm to secure water rights from Helmand River

TEHRAN - First Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber said on Wednesday that Iran
is “determined” to resolve dispute with
Afghanistan over water sharing.

Mokhber made the remarks after a cabinet
meeting on Wednesday.

Mokhber, who headed the cabinet meeting
as President Raisi was on a tour of Indonesia,
confirmed that negotiations are underway
between Iran and Afghanistan to secure
Iran’s water right from the Helmand River.

Based on the 1973 treaty, Afghanistan
is legally obligated to allocate 820 million
cubic meters of water from the Helmand
River to Iran.

However, Afghanistan has built dams
on the 1150-kilometer-long river and
changed its course. The move has led the
Hamoun wetland in the border province of

Sistan-Baluchestan in southeastern Iran
to greatly dry up.

The locals’ livelihood is greatly
dependent on the wetland which has been
fed by the Helmand River for millions of
years. The water from the river is used for
drinking and agriculture. It is also a source
of income for fishermen.

‘Afghanistan is legally tasked to honor
Iran’s water rights’

The deputy vice president for legal affairs
also said on Wednesday that the 1973 treaty
is a comprehensive one which has delineated
the water rights of Iran and Afghanistan.

“For resolving the Helmand water
problem there is a comprehensive treaty
and we want the Afghan officials to honor
their commitments based on the treaty,
Mohammad Dehgan told reporters after the
cabinet meeting.

Dehgan added it is “expected that the
issue is resolved” through expert meeting in
accordance with the 1973 treaty otherwise it
will be resolved through “arbitration”.

During a visit to the border province of
Sistan-Baluchistan on May 18, President
Raisi warned the “rulers of Afghanistan”
should take the issue of Iran’s “water rights
seriously”.

The warning followed a phone conversation

between Amir Khan Muttaqi, the acting
foreign minister of the Taliban administration,
and Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian over several issues, including
Iran’s share of water from the Helmand River.

Amir Abdollahian requested the Taliban
open the gates of the Kajaki Dam “so both
the people of Afghanistan and Iran can be
hydrated.”

Taliban officials recently claimed that due
to low water levels, even if they opened the
dam, nothing would reach Iran. But Amir
Abdollahian said that can only be determined
by a joint technical team in accordance to
the 1973 treaty. Iran has proposed such a
team inspect the Kajaki Dam to assess the
situation, the minister said.

Raisi said that if the experts confirm the
water shortage, Iran would drop its concerns.

The Iranian Energy Ministry has announced
satellite images show claims by Taliban
officials that there is not enough water
behind dams is not true.

Hassan Kazemi Qomi, Iran’s special
representative to Afghanistan, stated
that despite the Taliban-led government’s
repeated commitment to the Helmand water
treaty, Iran has only received about 4 percent
of the water to which it has a right.

Supreme Court confirms death penalty on two persons

TEHRAN - Iran’s Supreme
Court has upheld death sentence
against two persons involved

mvolved in Shah Cheraq attack

the terrorist attack.
Three

schoolchildren

during the attack.

were The two men sentenced to

in the terrorist attack on the
Shah Cheraq shrine in the city
of Shiraz in October 2022, the
court’s public relations office
announced on Wednesday.

The attack on the shrine in
the evening prayer time on
October 26 resulted in the
death of 15 people and injury
of 20 others. The Islamic State,
also called Daesh, carried out

martyred in the attack. Martin,
a six-year-old boy, lost all his
family members.

CCTV footage showed the
attacker entered the shrine after
hiding an assault rifle in a bag
and shooting as worshippers
tried to flee and hide in corridors.

The gunman, identified as a
citizen of Tajikistan, later died in a
hospital from injuries sustained

death said during the trial they
had been in contact with the
Islamic State in neighboring
Afghanistan and helped
organize the attack.

Daesh also conducted deadly
twin attacks in 2017 in Tehran
that targeted the parliament
and the mausoleum of Imam
Khomeini, the founder of the
Islamic Republic.

Esteghlal into 2023
Hazfi Cup final

team defeated Nassaji 4-0 in the 2023 Iran’s
Hazfi Cup semifinals.

In the match held in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium,
Arash Rezavand opened the scoring for the
Blues in the 25th minute. Nassaji defender
Alireza Ebrahimi scored an own goal in the
34th minute and Mohammad Mohebi scored
the third goal in the 57th minute. With one
minute remaining, Mohebbi completed
his brace, chipping the ball over Nassaji
goalkeeper Alireza Haghighi.

On Thursday, Persepolis will play Havadar in
another semifinals in Tehran.

Esteghal are the most successful club with
seven titles in the competition founded in 1975.

Persepolis have won the title six times.

The winner of the Hazfi Cup will be awarded a
spot in the AFC Champions League.

Women'’s basketball
to compete at 2023
William Jones Cup

TEHRAN - Iran’s women'’s basketball team
will participate at the 2023 William Jones Cup
for the first time.

Iran will take part at the competition in Taiwan
as part of preparation for the 2023 Women’s
Basketball FIBA Division B Asian Cup in August.

Greek basketball coach Eleni Kapogianni has
been recently appointed as head coach of Iran’s
women’s basketball team.

The R. William Jones Cup, also known as
the Jones Cup, is an international basketball
tournament organized by the Chinese Taipei
Basketball Association (CTBA) held annually
since 1977 in Taiwan.

[t was named in honor of basketball
promoter Renato William Jones, who was one
of the founders of the International Basketball
Federation (FIBA). Like the Olympics and the
FIBA Basketball World Cup, it has both men’s
and women'’s versions.

I[ran’s men’s basketball team have won the
title five times.

Manicone likely to
be named as Team
Melli assistant

TEHRAN - Iran football federation has
reportedly reached an agreement with Italian
coach Antonio Manicone.

The 56-year-old coach has most recently
worked as assistant coach in French football
club Bordeaux.

Several Iranian coaches had been previously
named as Amir Ghalenoei assistant and the
federation had said a foreign coach would be
added to the coaching staff.

Iranianmediareports suggestthatthe Federation
has reached an agreement with Manicone.

Manicone, who has played in Italian teams
Inter, Palermo, Genoa and Perugia, started
his coaching career in Inter in 2004 and has
also worked as assistant in Lazio, Switzerland
national football team and Bordeaux.

Iran will participate in the 2023 CAFA Nations

Cup as part of preparation for the 2023 AFC
Asian Cup.

Iranian trio futsal
players sign for
Indonesian teams

TEHRAN - Three Iranian futsal players will play
in the Indonesia Women'’s Pro Futsal League.

Zahra Gholizadeh has joined Pusaka
Angels and Zahra Ahadi and Mohadeseh
Mohammadi have signed for Muara Enim
United futsal team.

Indonesia Women's Pro Futsal League is
the main competition futsal for women at the
national level and is in Indonesia, organized by
the Indonesian Futsal Federation.
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This competition began in the 2012-2013
season and until now it has been arranged
6 times.

This competition was held in conjunction with
the title of the Indonesia Pro Futsal League.

Hakan Demir
arrives in Tehran

TEHRAN - Turkish coach Hakan Demir, who
was named the new head coach of the Iran
basketball team last week, arrived in Tehran
Wednesday morning.

He will coach Team Melli in the 2023 FIBA
World Cup and 2022 Asian Games.

Demir will watch the match between
Shahrdari Gorgan and Kaleh Mazandran in the
Iranian Super League on Thursday.

Demir,who undertookthe position of assistant
of head coach Ergin Ataman in Turkey’s national
team in the 2023 FIBA World Cup Qualifiers,
will coache Manisa Metropolitan Belediyespor,
one of the Turkish Insurance Basketball Super
League teams, simultaneously.

Having previously experienced coaching
abroad, including in Switzerland’s Herens
Basket and Romania’s Dinamo Bucharest
teams, Hakan Demir also undertook the head
coaching of Turkish teams such as Besiktas,
Banvit, Trabzonspor and Karssyaka.

Iran beach soccer
to play Thailand
in World Beach
Games opener

TEHRAN - Iran beach soccer national team
will meet Thailand in the 2023 World Beach
Games qualification opener on Thursday.

The competition will be held in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia from May 25 to 27.

Saudi Arabia, Iran, Japan, Oman, the UAE,
Thailand and Kuwait will take part in the event
and the top two teams will qualify for the 2023
ANOC World Beach Games.

The 2023 ANOC will be held in Bali, Indonesia
from Aug. 5to 12.

Iran defeat
Afghanistan at
2023 CAFA U20
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Afghanistan 4-1
at the 2023 CAFA U20 Championship on
Wednesday.

Reza Mirzaeian netted a brace and Yousef
Mazraeh and Mehdi Mahdavi scored a goal each.

Iran had lost to Uzbekistan 3-2 in their
opening match.

The match was held at the CSKA Stadium in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan.

Iran will play Turkmenistan and Tajikistan on
Friday and Sunday, respectively.

Central Asian Football Association (CAFA)
is one of five regional bodies of governance
in association foothall in Asia. It governs
association football, futsal, and beach
football in Central Asia. CAFA consists of six
national association members.

Sepahan win Iran
handball league

TEHRAN - Sepahan handball team claimed
the title of the 2022-23 edition of Iran’s
Handball League on Wednesday.

Although defeated by Shameli, Sepahan
club became champions of the 35th edition
of the League.

Sepahan fell short, in the second leg,
against Shameli 27-21 but won the tile due
to the goal difference.

In the first leg, Sepahan had beaten
Shameli 36-27.

Montenegrin coach Veselin Vujovic led
Sepahan in the League.
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Flowers, ornamental plants worth over
$1m exported from Kordestan in a year

TEHRAN- Flowers and ornamental plants
valued at over $1 million were exported
from Kordestan province, in the west of
Iran, during the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20), according to a
provincial official.

Peyman Eskandari, the head of the
province’s Agriculture Department, said
that one of the priority programs of
his department is the development of
greenhouse cultivation.

He said that the production of flowers
and ornamental plants is economically
justifiable, and currently there are about
6.5 hectares of greenhouses dedicated to
flowers and ornamental plants production
in the province.

Two weeks ago, the head of Iran’s
Ornamental Plants Research Center (OPRC)
said that no permanent production and the
problem of transportation are obstacles
to the growth of the country’s flowers and
ornamental plants export.

Hossein Bayat said the government’s
support for the creation of large production
centers can provide the basis for the
continuous export of these products.

“One of the shortcomings of exportis that
the production of flowers and ornamental
plants does not follow a permanent trend,
and for this reason, we cannot have a
constant and permanent export of these
products throughout the year, and due to
the temporary stoppage of the production
of the flowers and ornamental plants, we
cannot meet the expectations of the export
market”, he further complained.

“One of the ways to solve this problem is
the government’s support for the creation
of large production centers so that these
centers provide a platform for continuous
export by supporting small production
units. Otherwise, with the continuation of
these conditions, we should not expect an
increase in exports”, Bayat commented.

In addition to the existing problems in

the field of production, transportation and
transport systems and export laws of the
destination countries have also created
restrictions onthe export of these products,
the head of OPRC further lamented.

Also, the chairman of the Flower Retailers’
Association of Tehran has said, “The high
cost of production and the lack of modern
greenhouses have led to low export of the
flowers and ornamental plants, and have
kept us away from the world markets”.

Gholam-Hossein Soltan-Mohammadi
said, “Last year, we did not have much
export, in other words, in the second half
of the past year, we had a little export to
Iraqg and now we are still sending to this
country, however, the export to European
countries was less than previous years.”

“If our products reach the export
markets, we may be able to compensate
the production costs. Otherwise, if we
are going to produce only to supply the
domestic market, we should definitely not
boost production more than this”, he added.

Production of flowers and ornamental
plants in Iran rose during the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20),
despite the coronavirus pandemic, an
official with the Agriculture Ministry has
announced.

Gholam-Reza Taqavi, the director-
general of the Office of Greenhouses,
Ornamental Plants, and Edible Mushrooms
of the ministry’s Horticulture Affairs
Department, said that 4.532 billion flowers
and ornamental plants were produced in
the country in the past year.

Iran has 17th place in the world in the
production of flowers and ornamental
plants, but it is ranked 107th in terms of
export.

Considering the high potential and
volume of import of flowers and ornamental
plants by the Persian Gulf littoral states
and Central Asian countries, in order to
increase the share of Iran in the world
markets, it is necessary to adopt effective
and targeted policies in order to solve the
problems in the way of production and
export of flowers and ornamental plants.

As reported, it is possible for Iran to
export more than one billion dollars of
flowers and ornamental plants per year,
and the officials of the Agriculture Ministry
also emphasize the export capabilities of
the country’s flower and ornamental plant
sector.

Commodities worth $490m exported
from Kerman province in ayear

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial official,
non-oil goods worth $490 million were exported
from Kerman province in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20).

Mehdi Hosseini-Nejad, the head of the
province’s Industry, Mining and Trade Department,
said that the annual export from the province fell
49 percent in value.

He named pistachio and copper as the major
exported products and said that pistachios and
copper cathodes constituted 64 percent of the
province’s exports in the previous year.

The official furtherannounced that commodities
worth $2.2 billion were imported to the province in
the past year, with a 107-percent growth.

He named auto parts as the major imported

items.

As announced by the spokesman of Trade
Development Committee of the Iranian House
of Industry, Mining, and Trade, the value of Iran’s
non-oil export rose 10 percent in the past year.

Ruhollah Latifi said that 122.056 million tons of
non-oil commodities worth $53.166 billion were
exported in the previous year.

China with the purchase of $14.584 billion of
commodities (no change), Iraq with $10.238 billion
(15 percent growth), Turkey with $7.459 billion (23
percent growth), the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
with $5.767 billion (28 percent growth), and India
with $2.146 billion (18 percent growth) were the
first five export destinations of Iranian goods in
1401, the official stated.

ISIPO inks co-op MOU with Germany’s BWA

TEHRAN - Iran Small Industries and Industrial
Parks Organization (ISIPO) has signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with
Germany’s Federal Association for Economic
Development and Foreign Trade (BWA) for
cooperation in various fields

The MOU has been signed by ISIPO Head Ali
Rasoulian and the Chairman of the Board of BWA
Michael Schumann, IRNA reported on Wednesday.

The MOU covers a variety of areas including
technology exchange between Iranian and
German companies, holding technology-based
conferences, holding B2B meetings between
Iranian and German companies, supplying

machines needed by Iranian companies, holding
industrial and commercial events with the
participation of BWA in the countries of the
region, holding educational workshops for Iranian
companies including technical and professional
courses for managers.

Iran taking new measures to de-dollarize
transactions among ACU members

From page 1 » Referrlng
to Belarus’ readiness to join
the ACU, the CBI head said:
“Belarus’s membership with its
good capacities in its economy
can lead to the development of
the activities of this union.”

Also, in the meeting with
Farzin, Ahmed, the governor
of the State Bank of Pakistan,
welcomed the development
of the banking relations with
Iran by creating a non-SWIFT
platformfor connecting the bank
systems of the two countries
and clearing trade under the
framework of the Asian Clearing
Union and said: “We are ready
for the development of banking
relations. By  introducing
representative  banks  and
creating a joint working group,
we will provide the grounds for
deepening banking relations.”

According to Farzin, accepting
new members with the aim
of creating synergy and

CBI Governor Mohammad-Reza Farzin

diversifying the currency basket
of the union can encourage de-
dollarization in trade exchanges
among the ACU members.

This is one of the major goals
of this union in the future, he
said.

Asian Clearing Union is a
payment arrangement whereby
the participants settle payments
for intra-regional transactions
among the participating central
banks on a net multilateral
basis.

The main objectives of
the clearing union are to
facilitate payments among
member countries for
eligible transactions, thereby
economizing on the use of
foreign  exchange reserves
and transfer costs, as well
as promoting trade and
banking relations among the
participating countries.

Currently, the members of
ACU are the central banks of
Iran, India, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, and Myanmar.

The central banking
authorities of member
countries have issued detailed
instructions and modalities
for  channeling  monetary
transactions through the ACU.
Membership in the ACU is open
to central banks located in the
geographical area of ESCAP and
non-ESCAP.

Iran-EU trade stands at €1.18b in Q12023

TEHRAN - The value of trade
between Iran and the European
Union (EU)s member states

reached €118 billion in the
first three months of 2023,
according to the data released
by the European Union’s
statistics office Eurostat.

Based on the Eurostat data,
the trade between the two
sides fell 11 percent in the said
quarter in comparison to the
previous year’s same period
when the figure stood at €1.33

As reported, EU’s exports to
Iran during January to March
2023 stood at €960 million,
registering a decrease of nine
percent compared to the same
period of the previous year
when the EU exports to Iran
were reported to be €1.055
billion.

The European Union’s
imports from Iran also reached
€220 million in the first quarter
of 2023 with a 20 percent
decrease compared to the same
period last year. In the same
quarter of the previous year,
€275 million of goods were
imported from Iran.

As previously announced by
Eurostat, the value of Iran’s
export to the European Union’s
member states rose 15 percent

previous year.

The Eurostat’s data show
that Iran exported commodities
worth €1.055 billion to the
union in 2022, while the figure
was €922 million in 2021.

Value of Iran’s
export to European
Union’s member
states rose 15% in
2022.

The EU’s export to Iran also
rose seven percent to €4.183
billion from €3.931 billion.

According to the Eurostat,
the total value of trade between
Iran and the European Union

January-December 2022, while
the figure was €3.931 billion in
2021.

Among European countries,
Germany was Iran’s top trading
partner in 2022, accounting
for about 35 percent of Iran’s
trade with the European Union.
Germany exported €1.582
billion worth of goods to Iran
while importing €278 million
worth of commodities from the
Islamic Republic. The country’s
total trade with Iran was 1.860
billion euros.

Italy was Iran’s second trading
partner with the total trade
between the two countries
standing at €712 million. Italy
exported €551 million worth of
goods to Iran while the imports

billion.

in 2022, as compared to the

reached €5.238 billion in

stood at €161 million.

TEDPIX rises 15,000 points on Wednesday

TEHRAN - TEDPIX, the main index of
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 15,164
points to 2.345 million on Wednesday.

As reported, over 12.303 billion securities
worth 98.618 trillion rials (about $234.8
million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of thefour lranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one.
The other three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy  Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) mentioned
the measures taken by this organization in
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (which
ended on March 20) and explained the
priorities and key plans of the SEO in 1402.

In a message on the occasion of the New
Year, Majid Eshgi wrote:

In 1401, one of the main goals of SEO was
toprotecttherightsof investorsandrestore
their confidencein the capitalmarket. In this
regard, various programs were targeted
and implemented: (1) Development and
improvement of intelligent monitoring
systems in market sectors and financial

institutions, (2) Payment of interest
through the comprehensive customer
information system of Sejam, including

annual and annual profits, so that small
shareholders can ensure that they receive
their profits at the lowest cost, (3)
Launching new investment instruments,
including certificates of deposit of gold
bullion, crude oil and gas condensate,
so that small shareholders can invest in
basic and relatively inflation-proof assets
in small amounts, (4) Diversification of
investment funds to cover the tastes and
needs of a wider range of retail investors,
(5) A jump in the licensing of financial
institutions with the aim of improving the
competitive environment and increasing
the quality of customer service, (6) Building
trust through the promotion of the Capital
Market Stabilization Fund’s status and
introducing the shareholder portfolio
insurance plan for retail investors, (7)
Improving market micro-structures such
as increasing the range of volatility with
the aim of smoothing the market flow, and

(8) lIssuing new guidelines for corporate
governance in order to protect the rights
of shareholders by publishers. Today, we
can say with pleasure that the trust of
small shareholders has been significantly
restored as a fundamental step towards
popularizing the economy.

In addition to the above actions, the
Securities and Exchange Organization
has always tried to lay the ground for
the continuation of sustainable growth
and increase the efficiency of the capital
market by carrying out structural reforms,
and in this regard, five key programs are
prioritized:

1- Indirect investment development: In
the past year, a good amount of diversity
was created in indirect investment
instruments, especially investment funds,
and we continue to focus on deepening
these new and efficient instruments and
promoting them for investors.

2- Creating a platform for transparent
and diverse financing: By defining technical
and legal infrastructures to facilitate micro
and macro financing by the private and
non-governmental sectors, a new chapter
of financing projects and businesses was
established, and the government was
able to implement its plan to transfer
the shares of companies along with the
transfer of operational management
without harming the capital market. The
initial offering of shares of businesses
based on new technologies was also a big
step towards the financing of knowledge-
based companies, which will be followed
seriously in the current year in a higher
volume and of course according to the
market capacities.

3- Smart regulation and monitoring:
The organization’s new approach to smart
and preventive monitoring, along with
the launch of systems for speeding up
the handling of complaints, promises a
new move that will greatly help to reduce
violations in this market by formulating the
necessary regulations in the amendment of
the stock market law.

4-  Revision of the regulatory
infrastructure: Due to the necessity
of  implementing  professional and

uncompllcated prmuples and rules in the
direction of the sustainable development
of the capital market, in addition to the
measures taken in order to amend the

corporate governance guidelines for
publishersandthe guidelines foridentifying
and reporting the confidential information
holders in the organization, some reforms,
which need the changes in the stock
market law, have also been considered in
cooperation with the legislator, which will
definitely ensure the long-term interests
of the capital market.

5- Derivative market development:
Some basic measures in the field of capital
market infrastructure and also in the field
of designing derivative instruments with
the aim of making the market two-way and
providing risk management instruments
for market participants were implemented
in the past year, and therefore there is
full readiness and determination to make
these efforts come to fruition with the
introduction of new derivative instruments,
especially in the stock market, from the
beginning of this year.

In 1402, while  pursuing the
aforementioned long-term plans, the
Securities and Exchange Organization
intends to provide the basis for the double
growth and prosperity of the capital
market by facilitating the establishment
of project public companies, activating
the capacity of credit rating companies,
especially in line with the development of
the bond market and fixed income funds,
and generating government assets through
the real estate board, capacity building for
the issuance of debt securities that can
be converted into shares, the introduction
of various commodity funds, and finally
the development of the online verification
platform of assets.



Americans anxiously await @[5y TAE

debt ceiling deadline

From page 1 » Caught in the
middle are millions of Americans
including federal employees, the
military, those who rely on welfare
benefits and medical patients on
Medicare, as well as stock markets
tied to the Wall Street, all of whom
are already on edge. Another fresh
wave of selling hit European stock
markets on Wednesday.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
has warned that if the Biden
Administration cannot borrow
more funds as of the end of May,
the US. will not have enough
money to meet its financial
obligations.

In reality, the talks between
the two sides have been stalled
for political purposes so that
Republicans can bring the Biden
administration along with the
Democrats down ahead of the
2024 presidential election.

At the G7 summit in Hiroshima,
Biden admitted the devastating
consequences for his re-election
bid if the US. is unable to pay
its bills. He said, “Because | am
president, and presidents are
responsible for everything, Biden
would take the blame. And that’s
one way to make sure Biden is not
re-elected”

If an agreement is not reached
to raise the debt ceiling, the U.S.
administration will default on
its debts and the US. will enter
uncharted territory as this is
usually a formality to pass a
higher debt cap in Congress and
not raising the annual level of
money the US can borrow will
be the first time such a scenario
playing out in the country.

The current state of affairs is
a strong indication of just how
polarized US. Democrats and
Republicans have become, that
Washington has allowed this to
drag on and potentially have a
catastrophic knock for Americans
and cause major economic
damage.

In the short-term, Moody’s
Analytics has forecast that if no
deal is made by June 1, stock prices
will fall by almost a fifth, the U.S
economy would contract into a
recession, mass layoffs will be
seen with at least seven million
Americans out of work, while
reports say 15 million US. army
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veterans and their families will be
harmed.

US. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin has warned that a default
would see “a substantial risk to our
reputation with allies and security
partners across the globe” who
would question “as to whether
or not we will be able to execute
(military) programs.”

There is a slow but certainly
growing pattern in the West, where
the executive branch bypasses
parliament and takes matters into
its own hands. This was seen in
France where President Emmanuel
Macron bypassed Parliament to
raise the pension age despite
nationwide protests and strikes by
millions of French people against
the deeply controversial move.
Biden may declare a national
emergency and raise the debt
ceiling by himself.

Another major knock-on effect
would be on the US. dollar as a
global reserve currency that is
slowly becoming a non-global
currency. American allies have
been using the USS. dollar to settle
trade transactions, which eases
America settling its own bills.

The current demand for US.
dollars absorbs America’s trade
and budget deficits as foreign
central banks are willing to hold
their surplus dollars in the form of
US. treasury bonds. This has been
overlooked by Congress since the
Second World War as the U.S. can
just print dollars as foreign central
banks use them.

But the dollar is losing its role
as global reserve currency: a direct

result of Washington's policies
of sanctions and unilateralism
over the past two decades, which
has in tun convinced other
countries that it is quite risky to
use American dollars or hold on to
them because they could one day
be subject to sanctions by the U.S.
themselves.

Many regions in the world have
seen how the US. can turn on
countries that it once considered
as allies.

The world is witnessing a rising
number of nations settling their
trade transactions in currencies,
mostly local currencies, but not the
US. dollar.

This isnow posing a threat to the
US. being able to settle its debts
as Washington has been for a long
time seeing the rest of the world,
in essence, financing its own debt
with the U.S. dollar.

The SWIFT system is used for
trade transactions via mostly the
U.S. dollar and, to a lesser extent,
other Western currencies who have
also joined the U.S-led sanctions
regime against adversaries, such
as Great Britain and Canada.
International trading systems
such as SWIFT is now facing a
challenge from many governments
and global organizations such as
BRICS, the five regional economies
of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa.

As the US. seeks to raise the
annual debt ceiling, it could find
itself in quite a difficult place
where it has to pay back its debt
(in its entirety) on its own.

In other words, the U.S. Congress

could soon find itself having
to lower the amount of money
it borrows every year and not
increase the debt ceiling.

Where that money will come from
is up for debate. But it would be
forced to come out of other budgets,
and one of those is the $857.9 billion
U.S. military budget that was passed
for the fiscal year 2023.

The US. military expenditure
has been rising every year, and as
the pattern over the past decade
shows, it is set to hit one trillion
dollars very soon. Cutting back
on the “defense” budget would
see a major setback for America’s
military adventurism abroad.

The US. military expenditure is
much higher when other aspects
are taken into account. For
example, the more than $2.3 trillion
it spent on the war and occupation
of Afghanistan (and that was just
one country the US. has invaded)
or its nuclear weapons program.

The US. war economy comes
at a time when Americans are
suffering back at home from the
dismal infrastructure, agriculture,
medical care, suicide rates among
teenagers and army veterans,
mass shootings, etc, which the
authorities have failed to address.

In the middle of this current
crisis, where the politicians are
speaking about how much money
is needed to increase the debt
ceiling, there is always money
available for war.

So the US., through its
aggressive and unilateral foreign
policies, has essentially shot itself
in the foot.

Xi: Beijing, Moscow to contmue to back each other on ‘core’ |ssues

Chinese President Xi lJinping says Beijing
support,” assuring

will give Moscow “firm

Russian leaders that his administration would
be backing themon “core” issues of mutual
interest despite pressure by the West.

In a meeting with visiting Russian Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin on Wednesday, Xi
said Beijing and Moscow would continue to
provide one another with “firm support on
issues concerning each other’s core interests
and strengthen collaboration in multilateral
arenas,” according to a readout by the official
Xinhua news agency.

Beijing and Moscow should “push cooperation
in various fields to a higher level” he insisted,
and should “raise the level of economic, trade
and investment cooperation” between them.

In recent years, the two countries have
hugely ramped up economic and diplomatic
cooperation, growing closer to one another
despite pressure on Beijing from the West to
sever its ties with Moscow over its military
operation with Ukraine.

Chinais Russia’s largest trading partner, with
trade between them reaching a record level.

Mishustin, who is accompanied by Russia’s
deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak, is on
an official two-day visit to China to seal trade
contracts.

He is the highest-ranking Russian official
to visit China since Russia launched its special
military operation in Ukraine last year.

The Russian official, who also met with
Chinese Premier Li Qiang on Wednesday, said
the two countries had established bilateral
relations based on “mutual respect of each
other’s interests, the desire to jointly respond
to challenges, which is associated with
increased turbulence in the international arena
and the pattern of sensational pressure from

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin (L) shakes hands with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Beijing on May 24, 2023. (Photo by AFP)

the collective West.”

“Our country is the leading supplier of oil to
China. Exports of natural and liquefied gas, as
well as coal, are steadily increasing,” Mishustin
noted, adding that the two sides “are ready to
collaborate on the implementation of other
major projects, including those involving
renewable energy.’

Moscow was hit last year by a slew of Western
sanctions over its special military operation in
Ukraine, which started in February 2022.

The sanctions slapped against Moscow,
which include a cap on Russian oil prices,
resulted in China becoming the world’s top
buyer of Russian oil.

Novak, who is in charge of Russia’s energy
policy, told a Russia-China business forum
in Shanghai on Tuesday that Russian energy

supplies to China would increase by 40 percent
year-on-year in 2023, Moscow’s state media
reported.

Li, for his part, praised the establishment
of a “comprehensive strategic cooperative
partnership between China and Russia in the
new era.”

“The scale of investment between the two
countries is also continuously upgrading,” Li
said. “Strategic large-scale projects are steadily
advancing.”

Ministers from the two countries on
Wednesday signed several agreements to
expand Beijing’s cooperation with Moscow.

China has made it clear that it will not give
in to foreign pressure, indicating that it will act
in accordance to its foreign policy based on
securing its national interests in international
relations.

Japan has no plans
to become a member
of NATO: PM

Japan has no plans to become a member of NATO,
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has said.

He told the national parliament on Wednesday
that Tokyo would not be joining the US-led military
bloc in any form, according to Reuters.

Earlier this month, Japanese Ambassador to
the US Koji Tomita told Nikkei Asia that Japan
was “working” towards opening a NATO liaison
office in Tokyo, which would become the bloc’s
firstin Asia.

The same outlet had earlier reported that
the mission, which is scheduled to open next
year, would be aimed at facilitating NATO’s
consultations with Japanand its otherallies in the
Asia-Pacific, such as Australia, New Zealand and
South Korea, in light of geopolitical challenges
posed by China and Russia.

Kishida confirmed to MPs that NATO is
considering the possibility of establishing a liaison
office in the country. However, he added that he
was “not aware of any decision made” within the
bloc regarding the mission.

Islamic scholar
Tarig Ramadan
cleared in Swiss
rape trial

Renowned Islamic scholar Tarig Ramadan
has been cleared of rape and sexual coercion
charges after a Swiss court found no evidence
against the former Oxford University
professor.

The plaintiff’s lawyer, soon after the verdict
on Wednesday, said they will appeal the Geneva
Criminal Court ruling.

The academic was also awarded about 151,000
Swiss francs ($167,000) in damages from the
Swiss canton of Geneva.

After the verdict was read in the court, the
60-year-old Swiss preacher smiled and was
hugged by one of his daughters.

His 57-year-old Swiss accuser, identified
under the assumed name of “Brigitte”, left the
courtroom before the end of the verdict. The
woman had accused Ramadan of raping her in a
Geneva hotel in 2008.

Prosecutors had last week called for a
three-year jail sentence for Ramadan. The case
was the first time he had been tried for rape,
although he risks facing a trial in France on
charges of sexual assault.

The lawyer representing Brigitte, a convert to
Islam, said she was repeatedly raped and subjected
to “torture and barbarism”.

Russia says
against any
attempts to stage
color revolutions
in Central Asia

Russia will not tolerate any attempts to
interfere in the affairs of Central Asian states
with the aim of introducing color revolutions to
the region, according to Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova.

During a briefing on Wednesday, Zakharova
emphasized that they are prepared to strengthen
joint coordination in supporting Central Asian
states to ensure their sovereignty and national
development.

She also stated that they will not tolerate
any attempts to carry out color revolutions or
external interference in the region’s affairs.
Zakharova further pointed out that the US
and its allies have intensified typical forms of
pressure on Central Asia, which goes against the
principle of non-interference in the affairs of
sovereign states.

She added that the collective West views
interaction with regional countries primarily
through promoting an anti-Russian and anti-
Chinese agenda.
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EAEU almost shifts
to payments in
national currencies:
Russian deputy PM

The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) has almost
shifted towards payments in national currencies,
with a share of 90% in March, according to Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk.

Speaking at the second Eurasian Economic Forum,
he noted that there has been a surge in the use
of national currencies in mutual payments by the
union’s countries. Overchuk added that “the EAEU has
virtually shifted to payments in national currencies.”

Israel demolishes
home of Palestinian

The lIsraeli army said on Tuesday it had
demolished the home of a Palestinian involved in
an attack in Tel Aviv that killed one and wounded
two others in March.

Video footage of the attack shows a man the
army claims was Moataz Khawaja, 23, shooting
three men from behind, including one in the head
— in one of Tel Aviv's busiest streets — before
being shot and killed by Israeli police. Hamas said
he was a member of its armed wing.

On Tuesday, the army destroyed Khawaja's home
in the town of Naalin, northwest of Ramallah in the
occupied West Bank. The army said people burned
tires, threw stones and shot fireworks at Israeli
forces who were razing the site.

German police
conduct nationwide
raids against
climate activists

German investigators have launched a nationwide
raid against members of the Last Generation climate
activist group, the Munich State Prosecutor’s Office
said Wednesday.

A total of 15 properties in seven German states
have been searched as part of the raids conducted
on behalf of the Bavarian State Criminal Police Office
(LKA) and the Munich General Public Prosecutor’s
Office, authorities said.

Four searches took place in Berlin, three in Bavaria
and three in Hesse. There were further actions in
Hamburg, Magdeburg, Dresden, and Schleswig-
Holstein, authorities said.

The Prosecutor General's Office in Munich said
it had initiated a preliminary investigation “due to
numerous criminal complaints from the population”
against a total of seven defendants aged 22 to 38
years, “on the charge of forming or supporting a
criminal organization.” The notifications had been
received since the middle of 2022.

Specifically, the defendants are accused of
organizing a fundraising campaign to finance
“further crimes” for Last Generation, advertising
it on its website and collecting at least 14 million
Euros ($1.5 million) in donations.

Two defendants are also suspected of having
attempted to sabotage the Trieste-Ingolstadt oil
pipeline in April 2022, according to the LKA.

Britain refuses to return
remains of Ethiopian
prince-media

Buckingham Palace has reportedly rejected a
request to repatriate the remains of Prince Alemayehu,
an Ethiopian royal who was brought to the UK as a
childin the 19th century and is buried in the catacombs
of St. George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle.

Prince Alemayehu was allegedly abducted and
taken to England at the age of seven as an orphan
after British soldiers looted his father's imperial
citadel and seized royal treasures following the
Battle of Magdala in 1868. He was cared for by
Queen Victoria, who arranged for his education and
his burial after his death at the age of 18.

However, the prince’s relatives want his remains
to be returned to his homeland, with Fasil Minas,
a descendant of the Abyssinian royal family,
emphasizing that Ethiopia is his rightful home.
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Tehran museum puts relics recovered from

smugglers on display

TEHRAN - Over 400 ancient artifacts recovered
from smugglers are on view at the National Muse-
um of Iran in downtown Tehran.

Atotal of 434 historical objects that Iranian po-
lice have recovered from smugglers in the prov-
inces of Tehran and Isfahan have been put on show
at the National Museum of Iran, ISNA reported on
Wednesday.

The relics have been selected from some 19,000
relics recovered in the past Iranian calendar year,
which ended on March 21, the report said.

Potteries, earthen vessels and personal orna-
mentations are among the objects on show at the
exhibit that comes to an end on May 25.

Chock-full of priceless objects showcasing the
juicy history of the nation, the National Museum
showcases ceramics, pottery, stone figures, and
carvings, mostly taken from excavations at Perse-
polis, Ismail Abad (near Qazvin), Shush, Rey, and
Turang Tappeh to name a few.

The museum’s main building, designed by
French architect André Godard and completed in

1928, is one of the more attractive modern build-
ings in Tehran, blending Sassanian principles such
as the grand iwan-style entrance with art déco-
style brickwork.

Inside, among the finds from Shush, there’s
a stone capital of a winged lion, some delightful
pitchers and vessels in animal shapes, and color-
ful glazed bricks decorated with double-winged
mythical creatures. A copy of the diorite stele de-
tailing the Babylonian Code of Hammurabi, found
at Shush in 1901, is also displayed - the original
being in Paris.

Sightseers visit Mehriz old fortresses on
package tours

o

TEHRAN - Mehriz tourism office has organized
package tours of ancient fortresses, which stand
tall across the ancient Iranian city.

Students, researchers, and tourism experts
were among the participants of the tours ar-
ranged to mark the national cultural heritage
week observed from May 18 to 24, CHTN reported.

Since antiquity, mankind has assumed the need
to fortify properties to survive in an ever-chang-

ing world of invasion and conquest. Commencing
from simple earthworks and wooden walls, forti-
fications gradually evolved into complex, uncon-
querable imposing citadels.

Forts were normally erected and maintained
along significant routes or cities, particularly at
heights overlooking steep slopes or cliffs. Many of
the fortifications of the ancient world were built
using mud brick, often leaving them no more than
mounds of dirt for today’s archaeologists.

Situated some 30 km south of Yazd, Mehriz
is located at a height of 1470 meters above sea
level. It is surrounded by Bafq in the east, Yazd
in the north, Taft in the west, and by the province
of Fars in the southeast and the province of Ker-
man in the southwest.

Being located in a strategic position along the
roads of Tehran-Bandar Abbas (Yazd-Kerman), the
ancient city is famous for having historical castles.

Over 2000 beds to be added to
hospitality sector of West Azarbaijan

TEHRAN -Over 2,000 beds are expected to be
added to the accommodation capacity of West
Azarbaijan province, northwest Iran, the provincial
tourism chief has said.

A total of 1,000 rooms with 2,024 beds is
planned to be added to the hospitality sector of the
province, Morteza Safari explained on Wednesday.

Last May, a local tourism official announced
that some 1500 beds will be added to the hospi-
tality sector of the province.

Last April, the official announced that tour-
ism-related projects generated 1,767 job oppor-
tunities across the province during the Iranian

calendar year 1399 (ends March 21, 2020).

“The largest number of jobs is related to the is-
suance of licenses for handicraft producers, which
has led to the employment of 549 persons,” he
noted.

Last July, ISNA reported that the outbreak of
the coronavirus pandemic has ruined more than
44,000 jobs in a once budding travel sector of the
country.

Experts believe accommodation centers suf-
fered the most as a result of the outbreak of the
coronavirus in Iran and its subsequent unemploy-
ment and financial losses.

Sadi mausoleum to undergo

TEHRAN - The mausoleum of Persian poet
Sheikh Muslih ad-Din Sadi Shirazi, known by his
pen name Sadi, in the southern city of Shiraz, Fars

province, is planned to undergo some rehabilitation
works, the provincial tourism chief has said.

Abudget of 11 billion rials (522,000) has been al-
located to the restoration project, Seyyed Moayyed
Mohsen-Nejad explained on Wednesday.

The project will involve repairing the damaged
parts such as the mausoleum’s dome as well as
strengthening the structure, the official added.

Musharraf ad-Din ibn Muslih ad-Din, known as
Sadi (c. 1213-1291) is one of the greatest figures in

restoration

classical Persian literature. His best-known works
are the Bustan (1257; The Orchard) and the Gulistan
(1258; The Rose Garden).

The Bustan is entirely in verse and consists of
stories aptly illustrating the standard virtues rec-
ommended to Muslims - justice, liberality, modesty,
and contentment - as well as reflections on the be-
havior of dervishes and their ecstatic practices.

The Gulistan is mainly in prose and contains
stories and personal anecdotes. The text is inter-
spersed with a variety of short poems, containing
aphorisms, advice, and humorous reflections.

A paradise of colors: Hormuz Island’s
hues and sights

TEHRAN - With its ocher creeks,
crimson beaches, enchanting salt
caves, and vibrant landscape,
which is adorned with a series of
red, orange, and yellow rocks, Hor-
muz Island is a geologist’s Disne-
yland.

Some say that the island’s great
variety of colors, mainly due to the
presence of different mineral de-
posits and rocks, paints a surreal
picture that will surely take your
breath away. Here, the water’s
color can range in shade from tur-
quoise to royal blue depending on
the time of day.

Lying 8 km off the Iranian coast
amidst the murky blue waters of
the Persian Gulf, Hormuz is a pear-
shaped, shimmering salt dome
embedded in strata of shale, clay,
and ferrous volcanic rock, giving it
iridescent hues of red, yellow, and
orange the more than 70 minerals
found here.

Hormuz is often
called the “rainbow
island” because of
the spectrum of
chromatic hues that it
exudes.

Locals say the island’s red soil is
edible, adding the red earth is a
kind of sauce that may be spread
on flatbread when it is almost
done. In addition to culinary uses,
the red earth is also used for
paintings by local artists, for dye-
ing, and the manufacture of ce-
ramics and cosmetics.

As mentioned by Dr. Kathryn

Goodenough, senior geologist at the
British Geological Survey, who pre-
viously worked in Iran, shallow seas
formed thick layers of salt along the
edges of the Persian Gulf hundreds
of millions of years ago. These layers
gradually collided and overlaid with
mineral-rich volcanic sediments in
the area, creating a colorful land-
mass.

“Over the last 500 million years,
the salt layers were buried deeply
by younger layers of volcanic sed-
iment. Since the salt is buoyant,
over time, it has risen through
cracks in the overlying rocks to
reach the surface and form salt
domes,” BBC quoted Goodenough
as saying in an article published in
October 2021.

Goodenough believes that many
kilometers below the land surface,
these thick layers of salt actually
exist in much of the Persian Gulf.

Hormuz is often called the
“rainbow island” because of the
spectrum of chromatic hues that
it exudes. Extending more than

a kilometer, its pale caves and
sharp-edged walls are covered by
shimmering salt crystals that look
like the giant columns of a marble
palace.

Some rocks of the island have
been weathered into fantastical
shapes by thousands of years of
wind erosion; with a bit of imagi-
nation, one could see birds, drag-
ons, and other mythical creatures.
It is like admiring Earth’s very own
art gallery.

Despite the island’s surreal,
kaleidoscopic natural colors, it is
quite an unknown destination for
nature lovers.

To fully experience the island’s
beauty, visitors can take a short
hike up the colorful highlands,
which offer unobstructed pan-
oramic views of the entire is-
land. Aside from its geological
wonder, the island of Hormuz is
also home to an authentic and
rich Iranian culture, which is ev-
ident in its bustling traditional
markets and unique local archi-

tecture.

Traditional houses with adobe
walls and wooden roofs display
the local architecture that has
survived through the centuries.
In addition, the island is known
for its handicrafts, such as glass
objects, calligraphy, and pottery,
which visitors can purchase as
souvenirs.

Visitors may also explore
the island’s beautiful beaches,
fringed with crystal-clear tur-
quoise waters and fine white
sand. The tranquil beauty of the
coast offers a perfect retreat
from the hustle and bustle of
city life where visitors can soak
up the sun, go swimming or even
enjoy water sports.

Another attraction on the is-
land of Hormuz is ruined fortifi-
cations built by Portuguese col-
onists in the early 16th century.
As mentioned by Britannica, the
Portuguese conquered Hormuz
in 1514 and built a fortress. For
more than a century, the island
remained Portuguese, but the
rise of the local English and the
Persian Shahs’ displeasure with
Portuguese occupation culmi-
nated in the conquest of Hormuz
by joint Anglo-Persian forces in
1622.

The island of Hormuz has a
unique and diverse wildlife that in-
cludes various species of dolphins,
turtles, and migratory birds that
can be observed in their natural
habitats. Among them is the en-
dangered hawksbill turtle, one of
the world’s rarest sea turtles, which
nests on the island’s beaches be-
tween December and January.

Excavations underway in Chaparabad Dam
to safeguard relics

TEHRAN - Five teams of Iranian archaeol-
ogists have commenced rescue excavations
on the historical sites at the basin of the
Chaparabad Dam in the city of Oshnavieh,
northwest Iran, a local tourism official has
said.

As a result of the water release in the dam
in the near future, the historical sites and

relics in the area could be completely sub-
merged, Ronak Tasa explained on Wednesday.

Archaeologists, therefore, work hard to
find and save historical objects and hand
them over to the museums in the area, she
added.

Located in West Azarbaijan province,
Oshnavieh boasts 106 sites registered on
Iran’s National Cultural Heritage List. It is
also home to five bas-relief carvings, orig-
inally belonging to the Kingdom of Urartu
(860 BC - 590 BC), the main reason why
Oshnavieh is called an archaeologist’s par-
adise.

However, over the past couple of years,

the region has witnessed a series of unau-
thorized, unprecedented drillings and exca-

vations committed by unauthorized diggers
and antique dealers.

West Azarbaijan embraces a variety of lush
natural sceneries, cultural heritage sites,
and museums including the UNESCO sites of
Takht-e Soleyman and Qareh Klise (St. Thad-
deus Monastery), Teppe Hasanlu, and the ru-
ined Bastam Citadel.

The region was home to several ancient
civilizations. According to Britannica, it was
conquered by Alexander the Great in the 4th
century BC and was named Atropatene after
one of Alexander’s generals, Atropates, who
established a small kingdom there. Ultimate-
ly, the area returned to the Persian (Iranian)
rule under the Sasanians in the 3rd century
CE.

Woodcarving exhibit opens in Shiraz

TEHRAN -An exhibition of wood-
carving works opened to the public
in a museum in Shiraz, southern
Fars province, on Monday.

There are some 40 artworks,
dating from the Safavid era (1501-
1736) to the present day, on display
at the exhibit, CHTN reported on
Wednesday.

Known as an artistic technique,
woodcarving, Monabbat Kari in
Persian, is a branch of the wood
industry. The Persian Handicraft
dates back to a time when humans
became acquainted with sharp
tools and began cutting wood.
There is a long history behind it in
Iran and it is a reminder of the past.

According to some, Iranian wood
carving dates back to the first time
Iranians got to know wood, making
the history of wood inseparable
from the history of Monabbat Kari.

At present, this art is widespread
throughout Iran, especially in cities
like Golpayegan, Isfahan, Shiraz,
Abadeh, and Malayer.

Iran’s Malayer may be top on
the list for those who are inter-
ested to visit a woodcarving hub.
The west-central Iranian town is
named a global hub for woodcarv-
ing and carved-wood furniture by
the World Crafts Council - Asia Pa-
cific Region (WCC-APR).

Located in Hamedan province,
the ancient city is home to over
4,000 furniture workshops in
which more than 8,000 woodmas-
ters and some 25,000 crafters are
engaged.

Although the art had been prac-
ticed in Malayer for a long time ago,
itis about a half-century that it has
gained prosperity in the region.

Currently, more than 60 percent
of the furniture and woodcarving

products in Iran are reportedly pro-
duced in Malayer and they are sent
to various Iranian cities or exported
to Central Asian countries, Persian
Gulf littoral states, Turkey, and Iraq
amongst some others.
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Since ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY intend to purchase 15,000 tons of High

(Tuesday 30.03.1402).

Contact Details:

Email: a.khosraviani@msc.ir

A\

Contact Person: Mr. Khosraviani

Cell Phone/WhatsApp: 00989131078639
Note: ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY reserves the right of return or rejection of

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE

Carbon Ferro Manganese with tender no 48573203, hereby informs whom is interested in that
tender documents can be received by sending a request to below contact details (Email or
WhatsApp), the sealed and closed envelops according to what has been mentioned in tender
documents must be submitted to ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY- Raw Materials
Purchasing Department (RMP) until 1:00 PM (According to Tehran time) Tuesday 20. June.2023

those tender documents in which haven’t observed at least one of items of covering letter.
ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY PUBLIC RELATONS




‘Meaningful collaboration is only way to
ensure global health goals’

From page 1 » He went on to
say that the right to enjoy health
and enjoy the highest health
standards should be available to
everyone without distinction of
race, religion, political opinions,
or economic and social condi-
tions.

Equitable, unimpeded, and
timely access to health products
and medical countermeasures is
critical in public health emergen-
cies.

Unilateral coercive measures,
as acknowledged in the report of
the United Nations Special Rap-
porteur on his visit to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, negatively affect
the right to health of people un-
der sanctions.

“Regional and subregional co-
operation can play an important
role in promoting health for all.
Health-focused subregional ini-
tiatives, such as the G5 cooper-
ation program in our region, can
help improve the resilience of
health systems.

The Group of Five cooperation
program was designed and ini-
tiated by the Islamic Republic of
Iran with the participation of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Irag and the
World Health Organization, and
Tajikistan as observers. This sub-
regional group is a unique exam-
ple of South-South cooperation
in the field of health, the minister
stressed.

“We are happy to share our
subregional joint health achieve-
ments with other regions and
countries.”

The 26th G5 High-Level Ex-
perts Meeting on Health Coop-
eration and the st Healthcare
Leadership and Governance
Training Program was held in
Tehran from May 6-10.

G5 countries (Afghanistan,
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, plus the
World Health  Organization)
took part in the meeting with
the theme of “Joint Work for
Solving Joint Health Problems.”
Addressing the opening cere-

mony, Health Minister Bahram
Einollahi referred to the unity
and cooperation of the countries
in the fields of health, treatment,
and medical education as a his-

Unilateral coercive
measures
negatively affect
the right to health
of people under
sanctions.

torical necessity.

Achieving, maintaining, and
promoting health is never pos-
sible in a regional way and does
not happen in an isolated region,
but requires the cooperation of
countries, especially neighboring
countries, he stressed.

Iran initiated the establish-
ment of the G5 in 2005 to pro-
mote subregional cooperation in
health among the countries.

Several activities have already
been taken under this initiative,
with the Islamic Republic of Iran
taking responsibility for serving
as its secretariat.

The first subregional work-
shop for G5 countries on health
system strengthening was host-
ed by the Ministry of National
Health Services, Regulations
and Coordination of Pakistan on
November 19-20, 2013 in Islam-

abad, Pakistan.

Health Minister Bahram Einol-
lahi has said many countries in
theregion are asking Iran for help
with issues related to health.

Emphasizing that all diseases
are currently treated in the coun-
try, the minister added: “With the
help of scientists, we were able
to educate efficient human re-
sources,” ISNA reported.

“With the efforts that have
been made during the 44 years
after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, today we have the
strongest health system in the
region in such a way that the
health indicators in the Islamic
Republic are far ahead of other
countries in the region.”

All the indicators of health and
treatment have made significant
progress after the Islamic Revo-
lution, and now Iran is one of the
leading countries in this field,
Saeed Karimi, the deputy health
minister has said.

Health is one of the areas that
got a good jump after the Islamic
Revolution, ISNA quoted Karimi
as saying.

It should be noted that in the
early years of the Revolution,
even for a cataract, which is a
routine ophthalmic operation,
the patient was sent abroad, but
now patients from abroad come
to Iran for the most advanced
surgeries, he highlighted.

“At the beginning of the Rev-
olution, there were just 56,000

hospital beds, but now we have
156,000 hospital beds,” he noted.

Meanwhile, there were just
seven thousand specialists, but
now there are 70 thousand spe-
cialists and sub-specialists in the
country, he added.

Syed Jaffar Hussain, the World
Health Organization Represen-
tative and Head of Mission in
Iran, has appreciated the country
for its efforts to enhance health
security in the region.

The WHO representative also
thanked Iran for holding the 26th
G5 High-Level Experts Meeting
on Health Cooperation and the
1st Healthcare Leadership and
Governance Training Program,
IRNA reported.

In June 2021, al-Mandhari said
the Islamic Republic of Iran is a
role model for primary health
care.

For the past four decades, its
PHC network has aimed to en-
sure that people have timely
access to affordable, accessible,
and acceptable essential health
services, he explained.

During the seventy-sixth
World Health Assembly, a series
of strategic roundtables are be-
ing held. During these sessions,
WHA delegates, partner agen-
cies, representatives of civil
society, and WHO experts will
discuss current and future pri-
orities for public health issues of
global importance.

The World Health Assembly
is the decision-making body
of WHO. It is attended by dele-
gations from all WHO Member
States and focuses on a specific
health agenda prepared by the
Executive Board. The main func-
tions of the World Health Assem-
bly are to determine the policies
of the Organization, appoint the
Director-General, supervise fi-
nancial policies, and review and
approve the proposed program
budget. The Health Assembly is
held annually in Geneva, Switzer-
land.

FAO awards GIAHS certificates to two Iranlan sites

TEHRAN - The Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations (FAQO) awarded
the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
Systems (GIAHS) certificate to two Iranian
sites of the Qanat-based Saffron Farming Sys-
tem in Gonabad and Grape Production System
in Jowzan Valley.

During an event held on Monday 22 May
2023, FAO Director-General, QU Dongyu,
granted certificates of recognition to 24 new
GIAHS sites in 12 countries.

Designated GIAHS in 2018, the sites are lo-
cated in Brazil (1), China (4), Ecuador (2), Iran
(2), Italy (2), Japan (2), Korea (2), Mexico (1),
Morocco (2), Spain (3), Thailand (1) and Tunisia
).

The two Iranian sites are situated in the
provinces of Khorasan Razavi and Hamadan. It
is noteworthy that in 2014, the Qanat Irrigated

Education, labor ministries ink

System of Kashan, Isfahan province has been
designated as a Globally Important Agricultur-
al Heritage System.

The Globally Important Agricultural Heri-
tage Systems (GIAHS) are communities that
base their livelihoods and food security on
their close relationship with their surround-
ings. Through the GIAHS program, which cel-
ebrated its 20th anniversary in 2022, FAO has
designated over 70 sites in 24 countries.

To be selected, each GIAHS candidate area
must meet five criteria established by an in-
dependent Scientific Advisory Group: food and
livelihood security, agro-biodiversity, local and
traditional knowledge systems cultures, value
systems and social organizations, landscapes,
and seascapes features.

If selected, GIAHS are expected to fulfill their
role in revitalizing rural communities and pro-
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MOU on out-of-school children

The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor

and Social Welfare have signed a memorandum of understanding

aiming to bring out-of-school children back to school.

The memorandum of understanding will pave the way for future
steps, ISNA news agency quoted Education Minister Mohammad

Bat'haei as saying on Sunday.

He made the remarks over the 8th session of council meeting
for improving educational standards in underprivileged and
underdeveloped areas at the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare.The
meeting is aiming to live up to educational standards, however, the

current conditions are unjustifiable, and we should move faster,” he

added.

moting sustainable rural development, with
effective implementation of their action plans.

The GIAHS network is proving to be an effec-
tive model for collaboration, with appropriate
local governance systems while attracting
international and national partners, projects,
and actions to increase visibility and support
farmers on the ground.
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Straight Truth

Women from the Leader’s point of view-5

Iranian women show indescribable
courage in Sacred Defense

From page 1 » Five days later at 1:30
p.m. local time, he ordered the Iragi armed
forces to launch a ground invasion of Iran
while 192 Iraqi fighter jets bombed twelve
key military and commercial airports, in-
cluding Tehran’s Mehrabad International
Airport.

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, as the lead-
er and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran, was
responsible for its strategic recognition
and guidance. Among the actions of Ayatol-
lah Khomeini during the Iran-lraq war were
the mass mobilization and organization of
the Iranian people and the armed forces,
the development of the military organiza-
tion, the establishment of coordination and
cohesion between the armed forces, and
the encouragement of war.

With the start of the war, Iranian wom-
en who played a pioneering role in the
1979 Revolution appeared in various
scenes, even on the battlefields alongside
men with their indescribable
courage and bravery.

ing, “Fortunately pious women have been
pioneers in different arenas and in differ-
ent events in our society, not just after
the Revolution, but since a long time be-
fore the Revolution... The same is true of
different other events which took place
after the victory of the Islamic Revolution
and during the Sacred Defense Era..|
have pointed out on many occasions that
in my meetings with the families of our
martyrs, | have often found mothers more
courageous and more resistant than fa-
thers.” (May 12, 2012)

Around 25,000 Iranian women also
served as doctors and nurses during the
Sacred Defence, at least 500 fought as
combatants, and at least 170 were taken
prisoners of war by Irag. Iranian women
were also active behind the scene of the
war in providing key logistical support at
the home front. Women voluntarily carried
guns, gathered intelligence, operated on
the wounded, cared for the injured, bur-
ied the dead, guarded ammunition depots,

organized kitchens, and

According to Ayatollah
Khomeini, women compared
to men had an equal, and even
sometimes bigger role in the
victory of the Islamic Revolu-
tion in Iran.

Sacred Defense has also
left many brilliant mem-

The eight-year
Sacred Defense
has left many
brilliant memories
The eight-year period of of Iranian women.

cooked food for soldiers.

“The services provided by
women behind the front lines,
including washing the mar-
tyrs’ clothes, cooking food,
canning fruit, and nursing
the wounded are some of the
subjects that deserve more
analysis and research,” Aya-
tollah Khamenei said. (Octo-

ories, performances, and
actions of the epic pres-
ence of Iranian women. The war as an
important factor in social, political, eco-
nomic, and cultural changes had a great
influence on various aspects of Iranian
women’s lives.

For every male who fought in the Iran-Iraq
War, there were at least one and very likely
two, three, or four females who helped him
fight it. Although history has forgotten this
significant fact, it remains nonetheless: mil-
lions of Iranian women participated in the
war.

During the Iran-Irag War, women made up
a large portion of the domestic workforce in
Iran, replacing men who were fighting, in-
jured, or dead.

Taking care of their families and mor-
al support for men who were dispatched
to the front; migrating from war zones
and becoming familiar with other social
environments; and becoming involved in
economic issues that had arisen due to
the war and international economic sanc-
tions were among the other challenges
that Iranian women faced them during
the wartime.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei in one of
his speeches pointed to the role of Ira-
nian women in the history of Iran, say-

& ILNA / Mohammad-Latif Hosseini-Nasab

ber 28, 20217)

Irrespective of women’s ideological rea-
sons for participating in the war, it was in
Khorramshahr and Abadan [cities in Khuz-
estan, the southwestern province of Iran]
that they most prominently demonstrat-
ed their patriotism. Soon enough, other
women from throughout Iran joined them
in mind, spirit, and body and supported all
war efforts from the West to the South-
west.

“Besides, the emergence of the com-
pletely outstanding identity and the inde-
pendent character of Iranian women in the
arena of voluntary activities - such as the
Sacred Defense Era and its aftermath until
today - makes everyone humble. We have
had so many wives of martyrs and disabled
war veterans, so many mothers of martyrs
and so many relatives of those people who
laid down their lives in the way of God,” the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution said. (April
19, 2014)

Considering the fact that the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution was one of those who had
participated in the early days of the imposed
war, he has a special view on Sacred defense
and also the presence of women who played
a significant role in the war.

Therefore, in upcoming articles, we will address

their points of view regarding the presence of Ira-
nian women in the Sacred Defense.

Darreh Tafi hosting storks ai |

Darreh Tafi, a village located near Zarivar Lake in western Kordestan province, is once again
hosting migratory storks.

Oak forests are the main nesting spots for storks. Villagers believe that white storks are a
symbol of good fortune and peace.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Allah will cover up on the day of resurrection the defects (faults) of the
one who covers up the faults of the others in this world.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:01 Evening: 19:30

Dawn: 3:11 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 4:52 (tomorrow)

Iranian studies in German: Islamic period

Part8

There is a famous Museum of Islamic Art in
Berlin, whose collections were divided into a
Western and an Eastern part during the period
of the Cold War and reunited after 1991.

After the early death of Michael Meinecke,
Volkmar Enderlein became the director of the
whole collection.

At German, Austrian, and Swiss universities,
there have been many individual scholars
working in the field of Islamic art history and
archeology but, until recently, these scholars
have not been closely affiliated to any particular
academic institution covering their own field.

In 1997, at the University of Bamberg, a unique
and unprecedented position was established
that was designed to guarantee the existence
of a fully developed curriculum for “Islamic
Art History and Archeology.” Within this field,
however, Iranian aspects play an important but
limited role.

Barbara Finster has contributed to our
knowledge of early Persian mosques. Until 1989,
in the former German Democratic Republic, at
the University of Halle, there was some East
German concentration of research on Oriental
art and archeology, as represented, for example,
by Karin Rihrdanz, who dealt intensively with
Persian and Central Asian matters.

In close cooperation with the Islamic Museum
in  Berlin, Reingard Neumann (Humboldt-
Universitat, Berlin) has worked on Persian
textiles for many years. Museums and collections
including Islamic art always contain substantial
shares of Persian artifacts.

This is true of the aforementioned museum in
Berlin and of the Museum flir Angewandte Kunst
in Vienna, particularly of the latter’s unique
collection of carpets.

It is true also of the Linden-Museum in
Stuttgart and the Ethnographical Museum in
Munich, and many rather smaller collections.

There is one specially noteworthy collection
based on a non-public foundation, namely the
Bumiller Collection of Early Islamic Art at the
Museum of Early Islamic Art in Bamberg.

This museum contains a huge number of
unique pieces of metalwork mostly from pre-
Mongol Khorasan. Its catalogue has now reached
five volumes.

In Germany, Persian archeology is mostly
understood as pre-Islamic archeology, as the
activities of the Deutsches Archaologisches
Institute demonstrate; the Tehran branch of
this institute has recently been merged with the
Eurasia department, thus combining Persian
archeology with comparable activities in Central
Asia, Russia, and South Siberia.

As for the Islamic period, Wolfram Kleiss,
who was the director of the Tehran branch of
the Institute for many years, has published a
great deal, mainly on road constructions and
caravansaries from the late Middle Ages down
to Safavid and Qajar times.

Many of his contributions were published
in the journal of the Tehran department
(Archaologische Mitteilungen aus Iran). There
are also some joint publications of Kleiss and
Mohammad-Yusof Kiani of the Iran Bastan
Museum in Tehran.

In the past, one of the main activities of the
Institute was excavations at the Takht-e Solayman
in western Persia, including an Ilkhanid palace
from the 13th century, the ceramic tiles of which
had recently been published by Abdollah Quchani.

Persian and Central Asian archeology,
including aspects of the Islamic period,
were important issues at the East German
university of Halle, where Burchard Brentjes
had established a center of Oriental
archeology, which, unfortunately, was
discontinued after 1991.

Heinz Gaube, Professor for Iranian Studies at
the University of Tiibingen, succeeded uniquely
in combining aspects of archeology and art
history with philological and historical methods.

To him we owe, among other endeavors,
the establishment at his university of a great
collection of Islamic coins, containing an
impressive share of Persian numismatic items,
with the well-known numismatician Lutz Hisch
as its custodian.

During the last few years, a second Islamic
numismatic collection has been vigorously
expanding at the University of Jena.

In Austria, Islamic art from Persia was a
distinguished subject in the world of learning
before World War Il. It might be sufficient just to
mention the name of the famous art historian
Ernst Diez in this respect.

This tradition, however, is no longer as strong
as it once used to be, but is still evident; the
efforts of Dorothea Duda should be stressed in
this connection.

To her, we owe a beautiful two-volume
catalogue of illustrated Islamic manuscripts in
the Austrian National Library, the greater part of
which is of Persian origin.

On this path, she follows the model of Kurt
Holter, who had studied in detail the illuminations
of Islamic manuscripts in Vienna since the 1930s.

Last, but not least, musicology should also be
mentioned. At the Free University of Berlin, there
was a special department for ethno-musicology,
which, under the guidance of the late Josef
Kuckertz, concentrated very much on research
concerning classical, traditional music from
Persia and Central Asia.

Similarto this department, there was a section
at the Humboldt University in East Berlin that
dealt with non-Western musical traditions.

The director of the section was Jiirgen Elsner.
One of his pupils, Angelika Jung, is still very
active as an expert on Central Asian music,
particularly the so-called shesh-magam music
from Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. It is a matter of
regret that recently both departments seem to
have been closed down.

Afghanistan and Central Asia

Considering the convenient conditions for
traveling to Afghanistan in the 1960s and 1970s,
it is not surprising that at that time, in the West, a
specific community of field researchers emerged
who concentrated particularly on that country.

In the Western German-speaking countries,
there were in particular ethnologists dealing
with Afghanistan, who were followed by scholars
of other disciplines.

Coincidentally, around 1980, when the Soviet
engagement in Afghanistan tumed to military
intervention, a similar trend could be observed in
the German Democratic Republic, too.

One of the first scholars concentrating on
Afghanistanwasthe late Austriananthropologist
Alfred Janata (as early as around 1960). He
published in Graz the Afghanistan Journal, which
continued until the late 1980s.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.
To be continued.

Art Bureau to restore Nasser Palangi’s

Khorramshahr Mos

TEHRAN - The Art Bureau of the
Islamic Ideology Dissemination
Organization has announced its
plan to restore the surrealistic
murals Nasser Palangi created
on the walls of the Khorramshahr
Mosque 41years ago.

The restoration project is part
of the art festival entitled “My
Home Is Khorramshahr” the
center is organizing to celebrate
the 41st liberation anniversary of
Khorramshahr.

The center has said that the
project will be carried out by
a well-known artist, but has
avoided mentioning the artist’s
name.

The Iranian artist Palangi,
who is currently an associate
professor at the Scientific College
of Design in Sydney, made a vow
that he would portray the valor of
Iranian combatants in murals on
the mosque’s walls if Iran would
achieve victory in Operation Beit-
ul-Mugaddas.

Iran carried out the operation
in 1982 to liberate Khorramshahr
from Iraqi occupiers.

The southwestern Iranian city
was captured in its entirety by
Iragi invaders on October 26,1980
after a 34-day-long public act
of resistance against the Iragis
during the early months of the
Iran-lrag war. The mosque was
used as a headquarters for the
resistance movement.

The city was liberated on May

=

que murals

A file photo shows two murals by Nasser Palangi on a wall of the Khorramshahr Mosque.

24, 1982, after it was totally
reduced to rubble by the Iragis.

Just a few days after the
victory, Palangi was at the
mosque to fulfill his promise.
The Khorramshahr governor had
called him “crazy” after failing to
dissuade the artist from carrying
out his plan.

“Right now it's dangerous, the
city has been mined and reduced
to rubble,” the governor warned
Palangi, however, he was not
deterred from his plan.

“The murals recount
Khorramshahr’s story of
occupation and bombardment by
Irag, and the victory in Operation
Beit-ul-Mugaddas,” Palangi once
said.

“The murals are now part of
the memories of the people and
combatants who remained in the
city to defend their hometown,”
he added.

In 2006, the Foundation
for Preservation of Sacred
Defense Works and Values also
commissioned Palangi to carry

out restoration on the murals.

He received many commissions
throughout his career, including
a mural painting for the Treasure
Gallery in Seattle, USA, a painting
for the Medicines without Border
Project in Dubai, and the sculpture
series “Migrants in Australia” for
the National Multicultural Festival,
Canberra, Australia in 2004.

A selection of his works created
between 1999 and 2005 is on
view at the East & West Gallery,
Victoria, Australia.

“Gladiators’ sc

Sam Khoshnud acts in a scene from
“Gladiators” by Maryam Rahimi.

TEHRAN - The Iranian short drama
“Gladiators” has won awards in four categories,
including best screenplay, at the fifth edition of
the Aprilia Film Festival in Italy.

Written and directed by Maryam Rahimi, the
film also won the Rotary Club Prize and the award
for best editing by Sepehr Jahangin.

In addition, the award for best actor was

given to Sam Khoshnud for his portrayal of
Ali, who must pay a debt to prevent the early
marriage of his sister Narges.

The story takes its cue from the sad reality in
many countries of the world, including Iran, set of
the film, to the detriment of children: precocious
workers, victims of arranged marriages often for
money, members of disadvantaged families who
do not protect them and who they often expose
them to violence and exploitation.

The closing ceremony of the Aprilia Film Festival
was held on May 10 as the Italian short drama
“Closed to the Light” was named the best film.

Directed and written by Nicola Piovesan, the
film freezes in time the terrible tragedy of an
execution that took place in Italy in the summer
of 1944, to the detriment of innocent peasants.
An articulated long shot in which everything is
stilland everything changes.

RuiDiazwontheawardforbestcinematographer
for his collaboration in this film.

The award for best documentary was given to

oops awards at Aprilia Film Festival

an Italian short, “The Heart of the Matter”, directed
by Sonia lacobone.

In this film, days before an important
referendum, the community of a small town must
decide whether they continue with the scientific
research of the hazelnut of the elixir of life or
calling everything off and simply trust nature.

“Rider” by Italian director Andrea Russo was
selected as best student film.

Arider delivers a package containing a piece
of a dead body to a lady, an investigation will
begin to discover the culprit of the crime. The
protagonists will recount the events of that
night a year later, through the testimonies of
three different points of view, we will retrace
the events related to the discovery of a
package, delving into the mystery surrounding
the riders’ work.

Russo was also picked as best director for
the film.

Several other films were also awarded in the
side sections of the festival.

German novelist Horst Kruger’s autobiography up for review at Book City

TEHRAN - lranian literati
will come together in a session
on Saturday at the Book City
Institute in Tehran to attend a
review of German writer Horst
Kruger's autobiography “The
Broken House: Growing up Under
Hitler”.

A Persian translation by Minu
Lalroshan has recently been
published by Tarh-e No in Tehran.

The review session will
open at 3 pm and also be
screened live on  www.
instagram.com/ketabofarhang
and www.instagram.com/
bookcityculturalcenter.

It will be attended by Lalroshan
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and critics Narjes Khodai and

Mohammad Ragheb.
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The autobiographical debut

Berlin suburb. Here, people
lived ordinary lives, believed
in God, obeyed the law, and
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A poster for a review of Horst
Kruger'’s book “The Broken
House: Growing up

Under Hitler”

novel was originally published in
1966.

In 1965, journalist Horst

i Kruger attended the Auschwitz
SIS e trial in Frankfurt, where 22
W e former camp guards were put on
g Jad gine trial for the systematic murder

of over 1 million men, women and
children.

The trial sent Kruger back
to his childhood in the 1930s,
in an attempt to understand
“how it really was, that
incomprehensible time.”

He had grown up in a quiet

were gradually seduced by the
promises of Nazism.

He had been “the typical child
of innocuous Germans who were
never Nazis, and without whom
the Nazis would never have
been able to do their work.” With
tragic inevitability, this world of
respectability, order and duty
began to crumble.

Written in accomplished prose
of lingering beauty, “The Broken
House” is a moving coming-of-
age story that provides a searing
portrait of life under the Nazis.

Hassan Blasim collection “The Corpse Exhibition” published in Persian

TEHRAN - “The Corpse Exhibition and Other
Stories of Iraq”, a story collection by Iragi writer
Hassan Blasim, has been published in Persian by
Cheshmeh.

Iman Paknahad is the translator of the
collection originally published in 2014.

The first major literary work about the Iragq War
froman Iragi perspective — by an explosive new voice
hailed as “perhaps the best writer of Arabic fiction
alive” (The Guardian) — “The Corpse Exhibition”
shows us the war as we have never seen it before.

Here is a world not only of soldiers and
assassins, hostages and car bombers, refugees
and terrorists, but also of madmen and prophets,
angels and djinni, sorcerers and spirits.

Blending shocking realism with flights of

fantasy, “The Corpse Exhibition” offers us a
pageant of horrors, as haunting as the photos of
Abu Ghraib and as difficult to look away from, but
shot through with a gallows humor that yields an
unflinching comedy of the macabre.

Gripping and hallucinatory, this is a new kind of
storytelling forged in the crucible of war.

Blasim is an Iragi-born film director and writer.
He writes in Arabic. He is a citizen of Finland.

Blasim left Iraq in 2000 to escape persecution for
his films, including “The Wounded Camera”, filmed in
the Kurdish area innorthern Iraq and about the forced
migration of Kurds by Saddam Hussein’s regime.

He became the first ever Arabic writer to
win the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize for
“The Iraqi Christ”.

A poster for the Persian edition of Hassan Blasim’s
short story collection “The Corpse Exhibition”.
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