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Qassem
Soleimani:
Eternal hero

r—

SANTIAGO, Chile-

“Qassem Soleimani had exposed him-
self to the possibility of martyrdom on countless occasions,
without fearing anything or anyone in the path of God, in the
fulfillment of his duty and in Jihad”

These were the words spoken by Iran’s Leader, Seyed Ali
Khamenei, at the home of martyr Lieutenant General Qas-
sem Soleimani hours after the terrorist attack that cost this
general’s life on January 3, 2020. When it comes to this hero
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The General’s Shadow
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of our time, the Lieutenant General Soleimani is a role mod-

- (the highest level of human being) - as another myth-
ical figure in the strugsgles for people’s resistance, such as
Ernesto Che Guevara has also been revered.

This undoubtedly immediately relates him to our Latin
America and through President Raisi’s tour to Venezuela,
Nicaragua and finally Cuba reveals that close relationship
between our struggle and that of Iran.» Page 3

Iran-Cuba rising ties source of hope for
/ndependent nations: Raisi

TEHRAN - The growing cooperation be-
tween Iran and Cuba is a source of hope
for independent nations and a cause of
frustration for imperialists, President
Ebrahim Raisi of Iran said on Thursday.

“Our cooperation in the path to pro-
gress can create hope in independent
nations and despair in imperialists,” Raisi
told a joint meeting of the senior delega-
tions of Iran and Cuba in Havana, Press TV
reported.

Raisi visited Havana on Wednesday
evening local time as the final leg of his
tour of Latin America that first took him
to Venezuela and Nicaragua. He was ac-
companied by a high-ranking team, in-
cluding the ministers of foreign affairs,
defense and health.

In the joint meeting, the president went
on to say that the U.S. and other hegem-
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ons are powerless in the face of inde-
pendent nations.

Raisi also suggested establishment of a
joint commission on technological coop-
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eration between the two countries.

He also praised Cuba’s resilient and
steadfast people and their national he-
roes and honored the memory of all those

who sacrificed their lives for the inde-
pendence and freedom of the country.

Raisi said ties between Tehran and Ha-
vana have improved significantly since the
Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979, saying,
“In the years following the victory of the
Islamic Revolution, the relations between
the two countries have been enhancing,
and constructive mutual cooperation has
taken place in recent years and especially
during the coronavirus pandemic.”

He stated that Iran and Cuba have sub-
stantial common grounds, such as the
struggle for independence.

Raisi then referred to the resistance of
the Iranian nation against sanctions and
the U.S. “maximum pressure” campaign,
saying, “Iran considers relations with in-
dependent countries as one of the ways
to counter sanctions.” » Page 2

erica’s Backyard
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“Resistance against
occupation”: The
choice of most
Palestinians

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- A survey has revealed that the
majority of Palestinians support the armed
resistance to liberate their entire land and
form one state over the Palestinian Authority
and its “two-state” solution.

According to the results of a survey car-
ried out by the Palestinian Policy Research
and Survey Center, most of the Palestinian
respondents said they believe resistance
movements in the besieged Gaza Strip, such
as Hamas and Islamic Jihad have outper-
formed the Palestinian Authority (PA) and its
President Mahmoud Abbas, in thriving for a
Palestinian state.

The Palestinian Policy Research and Survey
Center is based in Ramallah, the occupied West
Bank city that houses the headquarters of the
Fatah-controlled Palestinian Authority.

The results of the survey show that 80%
of Palestinians want Mahmoud Abbas to
step down from presidency of the Palestin-
ian Authority, in sign of how little hope the
Palestinians have in their President’s vision
toward resolving the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict. » Page 5

Saudi FM due in Tehran

TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud will visit Iran
on Saturday amid warming relations be-
tween the two important regional countries,
official sources said on Thursday.

The top Saudi diplomat will hold talks will
Iranian officials during his Saturday trip to
Tehran, according to sources.

Earlier, some sources had raised the pos-
sibility that Saudi Arabia will reopen its em-
bassy in Tehran during bin Farhan’s visit to
Iran.

Talking to reporters in Kerman on Thurs-
day, Iranian government spokesman Ali Ba-
hadori Jahromi did not rule out the reopening
of the Saudi embassy during the bin Farhan
visit.

“The foreign minister of Saudi Arabia will
come to Tehran and will take some steps in
this regard,” Bahadori Jahromi said.

Iran reopened its embassy in Riyadh
on June 6 and its consulate general and
representative office in OIC in Jeddah on
June 7.

On March 10, Iran and Saudi Arabia agreed
to reestablish diplomatic ties after three
days of intensive talks brokered by China.

Prior to the March 10 agreement, Iraq and
Oman had hosted several rounds of talks be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia. » Page 2

New Uzbekistan is expanding mutually beneficial cooperation with international partners

After Shavkat Mirziyoyev came to power
as President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
in 2016, the domestic and foreign policy
of Uzbekistan changed.

The leader of Uzbekistan has begun the
implementation of a huge complex of large-
scale reforms aimed at modernizing all
spheres of society and the state, which
should ensure the sustainable development
of the countryin the long term.

This was reflected in the Action Strategy
on priority areas of the country's devel-
opment until 2021and the Development
Strategy until 2026, the priority of which
is the principle "From the Action Strategy
tothe Development Strategy", as wellasin
the updated Constitution of Uzbekistan,
which came into force on May 12023.The
result of conceptual programs and car-
dinal reforms were the prerequisites for
the construction of New Uzbekistan and
the Third Renaissance.

New Uzbekistanis a dynamically devel-
oping state, the main goal of which is to

\ensure afree, comfortableand prosperous

life for our multinational people. Thisisa
state thatis developing in strict accord-
ance with generally recognized normsin
the field of democracy, humanrightsand
freedoms, based on the principles of equal
and mutually beneficial cooperation with
the international community.

Themain principles of all transformations
are “Not the people should serve the state
bodies, but the state bodies should serve the
people”, “The honorand dignity of a person
should henceforth beinthefirstplaceinall
spheres” and “man - society - state”.

One of the main and priority tasks of
foreign policy is the effective implementa-
tion of the Development Strategy of New
Uzbekistan for 2022-2026. At the same
time, one of the main and priority tasks of
foreign policy is to further expand existing
ties with partnersin South Asia, the Middle
East, one of the locomotives of which is Iran.

During his first speech at the solemn
ceremony dedicated to the 31st anniversary
of the state independence of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan on August 31,2022, the

President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev
stated that Uzbekistan would continue
its foreign policy based on friendship and
equality in relation to all partner states
and international organizations.

Diplomatic relations between Uzbek-
istan and Iran were established on May
10,1992, after the coming to power of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Uzbek-Iranianrelations
received their true development.

Attheinvitation of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyeyv,
the President of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Ebrahim Raisi paid an official visit to
Uzbekistan in September 2022. The Uz-
bek-Iranian high-level talks were fruitful
and in a constructive spirit.

Asaresult of the meeting, 18 documents
were signed covering various areas of
cooperation. President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev and
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Ebrahim Raisi signed a Joint Statement,
which consolidates the main agreements

and defines long-term tasks for further
building up multifaceted cooperation
between the two countries.

Relations between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the Republic of Uzbekistan are
developing inmany areas and directions,
diversification of cooperation is observed. In
addition to politicaland trade and economic
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partnership, ties in the field of transport,
cooperationinregionaland international
issues, an inter-parliamentary dialogue
has also been established between the
countries. Inter-parliamentary friendship
groups have been set up in both countries.

Today, both countries pay special at-
tention to partnership in the field of trade

and transport, scientific, technical and
innovation areas.

Mutual trade is growing dynamically.
Lastyear, the trade turnover between Iran
and Uzbekistan amounted to $435.7 mil-
lion. InJanuary-April this year, its volume
exceeded $186.2 million, which is almost
11% more than in the same period in 2022
-$166.5 million.

On May 31, 2023, the 15th meeting of
the Intergovernmental Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technical
Cooperation between Iran and Uzbekistan
was held in Tashkent.

During the upcoming official visit of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev to the Islamic Republic
of Iran, a detailed exchange of views on
the current state and the most promising
areas of Uzbek-Iranian cooperation will
take place, and specific agreements will
be reached on a wide range of coopera-
tion, which will bring mutually beneficial
partnership toanew level.
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They kill children through sanctions and

then cry for them!

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In its editorial, Siasat-e-Rooz pointed to
the anti-Iran propaganda by the Western me-
dia outlets under the pretext of International
Children’s Day. They wrote: The child-friendly
claims of foreign media are ridiculous, be-
cause these claimants of human rights have
not pointed to the pain that the Western
sanctions have inflicted on Iranian children
suffering from rare diseases.

They have not made any mention of the
report by the UN Special Rapporteur on uni-
lateral coercive measures, Alena Douhan,
regarding the consequences of anti-Iran
sanctions and failure to provide medicine
and medical equipment for them, especially
those children suffering from rare diseases.
They have refused to mention her report that
failure to meet medical needs of such person
is officially considered a crime against hu-
manity. The sanctions target the EB and thal-
assemia children that can be officially called
a genocide. The surprising fact is that these
media outlets and their interviewees who
claim support for child labors in Iran suggest
intensified sanctions as a solution to relieve
the pains of child labors.

Iran: Iran won’t accept change of borders

Inanote, the Iran newspaper addressed Er-
dogan’s visit to Baku and his anti-Iran stance
on the Zangzor Corridor and said: During last
year’s visit of the president of Turkey to Teh-
ran and his meeting with the Supreme Leader,
an important part of the Leader’s statements
was dedicated to the principled approach of
the Islamic Republic of Iran toward the Cauca-
sus region. Expressing satisfaction with the
return of the Karabakh region to the territory
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Leader said:
“If there is a policy of blocking the border be-
tween Iran and Armenia, the Islamic Republic
will oppose it, because this border is a com-
munication route that has been thousands
of years old” So the foreign policy makers
of Ankara should not forget that the Islamic
Republic, as an important and influential ac-
tor in the region by having the highest level
of power components, has the possibility to
insist on its principled approach in the Cau-
casus region. This dispute can have serious
and great negative effect on the relationship
between Iran and Turkey as two historical
friends.

Javan: Sitting government’s big step in
Latin America

In a commentary, Javan discussed Rai-
si’'s visit to Latin America. The paper wrote:
American officials are very worried about

the re-formation of the leftist governments
in Latin America and are trying to prevent
emergence of anti-U.S. policies in Brazil, Cuba,
Venezuela, Argentina and Colombia by send-
ing diplomatic signals. But the actors in Latin
America have shown that they have high mo-
tivation compared to many countries under
the domination of the United States in view of
the sanctions policies by the West. Now, the
will of the countries under U.S. embargo in
the world is to use their potential and actual
capacities and by forming an alliance in view
of their combined capacities, they can create
a structure to counter America’s excesses,
because they have understood that if they
act collectively, there will be an opportunity
to break the U.S. sanctions. Today what Chi-
na, Brazil, Indonesia, Russia, etc. are doing to
reduce “the power of the dollar” and pursu-
ing alternative currency is in line with such a
strategy. This is the danger that Americans
have acknowledged as a global reality. US.
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen in a meeting
with Congress on Tuesday admitted that the
U.S. should wait for the reduction of the use
of the dollar in the world. She said the coun-
tries in the world are looking for alternative
currencies.

Ham Mihan: Is Iran willing to make an
interim agreement?

In an analysis, Ham Mihan discussed pos-
sible interim nuclear agreement. It wrote:
If Iran expresses its desire for an interim
agreement, it can be said that it has made
a U-turn because the interim agreement
was against Iran’s stated policy in the nu-
clear negotiations and shows Iran’s desire
to improve relations with Saudi Arabia and
to acquire some of its frozen assets before
the U.S. presidential election. Just last week
Iran clearly declared that it is not looking for
an interim agreement and is only negotiat-
ing within the JCPOA framework to revital-
ize the 2015 agreement. Of course, there is a
reason for this declaration, because the Par-
liament’s strategic law has determined the
requirements for Iran to return to its JCPOA
obligations, and the interim agreement is
considered a violation of the law.

However, some analysts have argued that
the statements by the Leader in presence of
the officials in charge of the country’s nuclear
industry that it is possible to make a deal if
the nuclear industry infrastructure remains
intact can show the desire to have some kind
of cooperation to reach an interim agreement
and should not be considered in conflict with
the strategic law of Parliament.

Sanctions on Iran disrupts energy supply:

ex-deputy oil minister

TEHRAN - The former Iranian deputy oil
minister has said that the sanctions imposed
on the Islamic Republic are considered a dis-
ruption of energy supply and that Iran will
definitely break these sanctions, IRNA re-
ported.

Addressing a ceremony to commemorate
the 60th anniversary of establishment of
the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) held in Baghdad on Friday,
Amir Hossein Zamaninia said that despite
some political differences among OPEC

members, the positive impact of OPEC on the
world economy is obvious to everyone.

The members of OPEC are after achieving
stability in the global oil market, he added.

He noted that OPEC and its allies have been
successful in maintaining common principles
and ethics.

“And we continue our efforts to stabilize
the global oil market,” he stressed.

Zamaninia also thanked Iragi Prime Min-

ister Muhammad Shia al-Sudani for hosting
the conference.

Armed hooligan team crushed in southeast Iran

TEHRAN - The public relations office of
the ground forces of the IRGC Quds unit an-
nounced on Friday that it had crushed a team
of armed hooligans in the city of Hamoun
in the southeastern border province of Sis-
tan-Baluchestan, IRNA reported.

It said in the clash, that took place on Fri-

day morning, two of the hooligans were killed
and six others connected to the group were
apprehended.

The public relations office also said a local
Basiji named Ardeshir Khatibi was martyred
in the clash.
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From page 1 » The president ex-
pressed hope that mutual visits in
the near future could effectively
help develop relations between
the two countries, adding that ac-
tivating the joint commission of
economic cooperation can provide
faster solutions for implementing
the agreements already signed
between the two sides.

‘Common values and views’

For his part, Cuban President
Miguel Diaz-Canel hailed Raisi’s
visit as “meaningful” and a sign of
“common values and views” be-
tween the two states.

“The three countries that you
chose as the destination for your
regional trip have a meaningful
relationship with the Iranian Rev-
olution. I am confident that your
visit to Cuba will be a turning point
in the history of relations between
the two countries,” he said.

Cuban president to visit Iran

Diaz-Canel also said he will sure-
ly make a trip to Tehran by the end
of the current year, which ends on
March 20.

The visit had been scheduled
years ago but it was postponed
due to certain problems, including
the Coronavirus pandemic.

The Cuban leader added his
country will continue political dia-
logue with Tehran more actively.

Upon his arrival in Havana, Raisi
was warmly welcomed by President
Diaz-Canel. They held private talks
after the welcoming ceremony.

Six cooperation documents and
memorandums of understanding
were signed between the senior
officials of Iran and Cuba at the
presence or Raisi and Diaz-Canel.

The cooperation agreements are
in areas of comprehensive political
cooperation, customs, digital com-
munication, etc.
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President Raisi holds talks with D/'z—Canel(R)

Amir Abdollahian said on Thurs-
day that Iran and Cuba are among
the pioneers of convergence in
their own region.

“Iran and Cuba are among the
pioneers in the development of
regional convergence that can pro-
vide the opportunity for each oth-
er’s presence in coalitions formed
on both sides of the globe,” he
wrote on his Twitter account, ac-
cording to Press TV.

Amir Abdollahian also said the
two countries can cooperate in
many fields, including biotechnol-
ogy, medicine and nuclear energy.

Before starting his tour of Latin
America, Raisi said Iran, Venezu-
ela, Nicaragua and Cuba oppose
hegemony and unilateralism in the
world.

Raisi holds talks with Raul Castro

Also, in a meeting in Havana with
Raul Castro, Cuba’s spiritual leader
and former president on Thursday
afternoon (local time), Raisi said
“political relationship” between
Iran and Cuba is at its best shape
and this necessitates to promote
relations in other areas, including
economy, technology, biotechnolo-
gy, medicine, pharmaceuticals, and
production of vaccines.

Raisi also praised the resilience

“Iran and Cuba are
among the pioneers
in the development of
regional convergence
that can provide the
opportunity for each
other’s presence in
coalitions formed
on both sides of
the globe,” Amir
Abdollahian wrote on
his Twitter account.

and spirit of the Cuban nation and
people in the face of six decades of
the US. unfair and unilateral sanc-
tions, saying these long years of
sanctions against Cuba are a wide-
spread violation of human rights.

These sanctions have been
slapped by the U.S. which claims it
is a defender of human rights, Raisi
regretted.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Raisi
stressed the need for “unity and
co-thinking” among like-mind-
ed nations in the face of arrogant

' Iran-Cuba rising ties source of hope

ndent nations

: Raisi

countries, especially as the world
is transitioning from a unipolar to
amultilateral system.

For his part, Raul Castro, lauded
the revolutionary struggle of the
Iranian nation and their 44-year
resistance against the bullying of
arrogant countries, including the
us.

Castro also said unilateralism
has come to an end in the world
and “we are moving toward multi-
lateralism.”

Raul Castro, 92, also pointed to
memories of himself and his late
brother Fidel Castro against US.
imperialism.

Raul Castro is a retired politi-
cian and general who served as
the first secretary of the Commu-
nist Party of Cuba, the most senior
position in the country, from 2011
to 2021, and president of Cuba be-
tween 2008 and 2018, succeeding
his brother Fidel Castro.

The Iranian president started his
tour of three Latin American states
on Monday morning. He departed
Havana for Tehran on Thursday
evening local time.

“Visits intended to meet na-
tional and economic interests”

Upon his return from tour of
Latin America, Raisi told reporters
in Mehrabad airport that his ad-
ministration follows a “balanced”
foreign policy in regard to the East
and the West.

He also said Latin America is
gifted with abundant natural re-
sources and talented persons and
that people in this part of the world
have been struggling against he-
gemons for long years.

The president went on to say
that any steps or foreign visits by
the government are intended to
meet the country’s “national and

economic interests”.

g technical in JCPOA: ex-nuclear chief

TEHRAN - Iran accepted some limitations in
the nuclear deal, aka the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), but from a technical
point of view it did not lose anything, says the

Iran lost nothin

former chief of the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEOI).

Based on a parliamentary ratification, the
AEQI immediately started to produce nuclear
fuel with purity of 20 percent, Ali Akbar Salehi
told IRNA in an interview published on Friday.

The ratification stated 120 kilos of nuclear
fuel with 20% enrichment should be produced
in one year, but in almost a year about 400 kilos
of it were produced, Salehi explained.

“It shows that not only we did not lose any-
thing in the nuclear industry, but with great vig-
ilance, we progressed rapidly without disrupt-
ing the (nuclear) deal,” he noted.

More than 100 kilos of 60% fuel and uranium
metal were produced, and new generation of
centrifuges such as IR9 were installed, which
has a 50-fold capacity in comparison to the old
ones, Salehi, a nuclear physicist, stated.

Salehi went on to say that Iran did not disrupt
the 2015 nuclear deal and it was committed to
its obligations but produced uranium metal
while it was allowed to do research on it 15 years
after the conclusion of the JCPOA.

The former nuclear chief also hoped that the
JCPOA would be revived so that the sanctions
would be lifted and Iran could have banking
transactions freely.

From page 1 » Saudi Arabia cut
ties with Iran after students at-
tacked the country’s embassy in
Tehran in January 2016 in protest
to the execution of opposition Shia
cleric Nimr Bagir al-Nim and 46 oth-
er dissidents.

The attack on the embassy was
condemned by top Iranian officials,
including Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Following the March 10 agree-
ment, Iran and Saudi Arabia issued
a joint statement in which the sides
agreed to respect each other’s na-
tional sovereignty and avoid and
kind of interference.

They also agreed to implement
a security cooperation agreement
signed in April 2001 and another
accord reached in May 1998 to boost
economic, commercial, investment,
technical, scientific, cultural, sports,
and youth affairs cooperation.

Since deciding to reestablish
ties, the Saudi foreign minister and
his Iranian counterpart Amir Ab-
dollahian have met twice: first in
Beijing on April 10 and then in Cape
Town, South African, on June 2. The
Saturday meeting with be third in
two months.

“Signal of peace and coopera-
tion”

A former diplomat says the re-
opening of Iranian diplomatic mis-

sions in Saudi Arabia sends “signal
of peace and cooperation” to the
region and the world as well.

Saudi FM due in Tehran

In an interview with the Press TV
website on June 7, Sabah Zanganeh,
who served as Iran’s ambassador
to the Jeddah-based OIC, hailed the
restoration of diplomatic ties be-
tween Tehran and Riyadh.

He said the reopening of Iran’s
diplomatic missions in Saudi Ara-
bia is a step towards closer part-
nership between the two countries
that sends a signal of peace and
cooperation to the region and the
wider world.

“Iran-Saudi normalization can
greatly impact the region as it
sends a signal to countries within
the orbit of Saudi Arabia, particu-
larly those in the Arabian Peninsu-
la, to seek friendship with Tehran
and avoid decisions that might
displease the country,” the former
diplomat stressed.

He said the reopening of the dip-
lomatic missions will be a “stepping
stone” for the expansion of ties be-
tween the two sides in the areas of
economy, security and culture, etc.

Zanganeh said the rapproche-
ment can pave the way for a re-
gional peace drive and help end
small or big conflicts, particularly
in Yemen and Syria.

“The rapprochement between

Iran and Saudi Arabia has so far
helped ease tensions in Yemen and
cemented efforts to end the suf-
fering of people in the Arab world’s
poorest nation (Yemen). Now we can
expect a full-fledged ceasefire in the
country,” he said.

These turn of events, the former
diplomat added, can help expedite
Syria’s return to the Arab fold, which
will greatly help the war-torn coun-
try’s economy.

Iran-Saudi détente comes amid
the intense regional push for peace
and reconciliation with many coun-
tries queuing up to restore or up-
grade ties with the Islamic Republic
in recent months.

This regional diplomatic drive
has caused alarm in Washington
and Tel Aviv.

A day after the reopening of
the Iranian embassy, US. Secre-

tary of State Antony Blinken held
wide-ranging talks with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Sal-
man in Jeddah, making a renewed
push for Riyadh-Tel Aviv normaliza-
tion that Saudi Kingdom has already
ruled out.

Asked if Saudi Arabia might suc-
cumb to pressure from the US.
and Israel, Zanganeh said Riyadh
resisted pressure from former US.
president Donald Trump to normal-
ize with Israel and he doesn't see
any reason to believe things would
change now.

“Saudi Arabia has its own res-
ervations when it comes to Israel.
The Saudi leaders describe them-
selves as custodians of the two Holy
Mosques so they can't easily make
the decision to openly befriend the
Israeli regime. Saudi Arabia is not
the UAE or Bahrain,” he commented.



The general’'s shadow over TV RNl
America’s backyard

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - The tour of Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi to Latin
America included many major
achievements but one thing stood out
differently: the commemoration of
[ranian General Qassem Soleimani in
Latin America.

President Raisi left Tehran for
Caracas on Mondy morning Iran
local time. In Venezuela, he led
many high-level meetings with
Venezuelan officials. During the
visit, Iranian and Venezuelan
officials laid the groundwork of
increasing volume of trade first to
$10 billion and then to $20 billion.

After concluding his visit to
Venezuela, President Raisi headed
to Nicaragua. The tour also includes
Cuba. He is expected to strengthen
economic exchanges between Iran
and these countries.

But the economic agreements were
not the only important thing in Raisi’s
visit, which received much media
attention. And that partly because
the visit also contributes to the
strengthening of Iran-Latin America
relations in many areas of cooperation.

During the tour, the legacy of
General Qassem Soleimani featured
high, which has proved again the
general's work continues to strike a
chord with Latin American nations
years after his assassination.

General  Soleimani was the
commander of Quds Force of the
Islamic  Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) whose assassination in 2020
sent shockwaves throughout the
world given his influence in the West
Asia region. Due to this influence,
the Western media called him the
“Shadow Commander”’

By assassinating him, the
United Stated wanted to eliminate
the Shadow commander and his
influence. They thought that by
killing him, his legacy will come to

an end. Yet, the assassination of
General Soleimani proved more
dangerous because his influence
spread far beyond the West Asia
region - to Latin America. And that
is, as a former American official said,
because Martyr Soleimani is more
dangerous that General Soleimani.

This was on full display during
President Raisi’s visit to Latin America,
where the memory of the Shadow
Commander is still very much alive.

In a meeting of the high-ranking
delegations of Iran and Venezuela,
the presidents of Iran and Venezuela
called Martyr Haj Qassem Soleimani
and the late Venezuelan politician
Simon Bolivar as heroes of the fight
against domination and imperialism.

Venezuelan President  Nicholas
Maduro praised General Soleimani. “I
always remember General Soleimani
and | pay tribute to him. In 2018, a
brutal [cyber]attack from Americawas
launched on our energy infrastructure.
He directed a team to investigate
the cyberattack and helped us a lot.
Many are not in the know about that,”
Maduro said, according to Fars News.

He added, “I also pay my respects
and we will install his bust in the tomb
of Simon Bolivar”

In a meeting that President Raisi
had with Venezuelan students and
elites, some of them raised the photo

of General Soleimani along with the
late former Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez.

In this meeting, Raisi paid tribute to
the national heroes of the countryina
meeting with elites and academics at
the Teresa Carreno Theatre in Caracas,
and said, “Venezuelan heroes were
pioneers in seeking independence,
justice and freedom, and they did not
stop fighting until fullindependence in
thefightagainst the global domination
and arrogance system.”

President Raisi saluted the heroic
nation of Venezuela who stood up to
domination and tyranny.

He also stated that Imam Khomeini
and the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Revolution have taught us
that resistance and standing forces
the enemy to retreat, not surrender,
adding, “Some think that the
enemy will surrender by retreating
and surrendering, but this is a
miscalculation.”

Ayatollah Raisi added, “The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution taught
the Iranian nation that in order to
neutralize conspiracies, we must
become strong’”

The memory of General Soleimani
was also alive during Raisi’s visit
to Nicaragua. Speaking on Tuesday
afternoon, local time, after the official
welcoming ceremony of Daniel Ortega,

the President of Nicaragua, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi honored
the national heroes of fighting
imperialism in the two countries,
according to the official website of the
Iranian presidency.

Raisi called the Nicaraguan people’s
resistance against arrogance the
secret of the nation’s victory, and
said, “The Islamic Republic of Iran is a
democratic system and in the 44 years
that have passed since the victory of
the Islamic Revolution, people’s vote
has shaped all the institutions of the
Islamic Republic”

President Raisi called westerners’
claims of democracy and human rights
false and said, “Westerners, especially
Americans, should respect the system
that emerge from people’s votes, but
they are doing the opposite”.

Ayatollah Raisi continued, “America
wanted to stop our nation with
sanctions and threats, but our nation
not only did not stop, but instead, it
used the threats and sanctions to
build and progress”.

Referring to the role of the
Americans in the creation of ISIS and
the policy of the Islamic Republic in
fighting terrorism, President Raisi
said, “They claim to fight terrorism,
but they martyred the hero of fighting
terrorism, Haj Qasem Soleimani”.

President Ortega, for his part,
described hegemony as part of the
nature of imperialism and added, “The
arrogant put pressure on independent
countries under the pretext of human
rights and democracy, but we will
stand against them with strength”.

He also praised the national heroes
of the two countries and condemned
the crime of American in martyring
Haj Qasem Soleimani and declared
a minute of silence in honor of the
Iranian hero of fighting terrorism.

He concluded his speech by
chanting: “Long Live Iran, “Long Live
the Memory of Qassem Soleimani.”

Iran working to upgrade relations with Egypt: diplomat

TEHRAN - An Iranian diplomat has said
that Iran is making efforts to raise the level of
relations with Egypt to ambassador.

The diplomat, Mohammad Hossein Soltanifar, who
is the head of the office representing Iran’s interests
in Egypt, said improvement in Tehran-Cairo relations
would leave major impact on the region.

“If this convergence takes place and the relations
between the two countries improve, we will see
a very positive and important impact, firstly on
the Iranian-Arab relationship and secondly on the
developments in the region, especially Palestine,’
Soltanifar said in remarks to Fars News.

improvement in Iran-Egypt relations is in
continuation of the Iran-Saudi thaw, he said, “There
is no doubt that the agreement between Iran and
Saudi Arabia has and will have an impact on creating
a suitable environment for Arab-Iranian relations.
Considering the role and position of Egypt and Iran,
we cannot say that the understanding between
Iran and Egypt is the same as the understanding
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, but we can claim that
it is influenced by it. But we cannot say that it is in
line with the same understanding”

Healso said that Tehranand Cairo areworking to

upgrade their relations to the level of ambassador.
“Whatis currently in the discussion of the bilateral

ongoing negotiations is the agreement of the
two countries to raise the level of the relations
between the two countries to the ambassador
level. Currently, we have the level of political
relations with Egypt at the level of interests
representation offices in Tehran and Cairo, and we
are trying to raise this level of political relations to
the ambassador level.” he said.

He also said that convergence between Iran and
Egypt will impact Palestine.
“Considering the positions and points of view

of the Islamic Republic of Iran in this field, we will
witness commonalities that can be effective in

Responding to a question

Frome Page 1 » What a beautiful
symbiosis, beyond cultural, historical,
religious and geographical differences
but sovereignty and dignity as
standards unite us.

General Soleimani, known as the
“hero of our time” was a Heydar,
a living symbol in his martyrdom,
representing the path of life he took
in defense of the sacred, fulfilling
his duty as commander of the Quds
Forces and sacrificing his knowledge
and even his life for freedom and self-
determination, in terms of sovereignty
and dignity for the peoples of
Western Asia. General Soleimani was
a revolutionary man with a deep love
for life who confessed to his daughter
that he had chosen God'’s path.

Despite this, external attacks on his
homeland forced him to participate in
the defense of it, where he stood out as
astrategist with unparalleled courage.
He became a monumental catalyst for
the advancement and development of
the resistance axis, now transformed
into a formidable enemy against
the alliance between imperialism
and Zionism. His confession to his
daughter demonstrates his profound
love for his country, his people, and
humanity. Like Che Guevara's farewell
letter from Cuba - read by Fidel after
learning of Emesto Guevara’'s death in
Bolivia - which showed the world their
generosity in sacrificing even their

on whether

relations between the two countries and the

Qassem Soleimani: Eternal hero

lives to fight on other lands.

In Latin America, the prominent
figure of Qassem Soleimani has
risen from Rio Bravo - at the
border between Mexico and the
United States in North America - to
Tierra del Fuego in the Southern
Cone. Especially at a time when
great revolutionary leaders of our
American continent are needed. |
always remember, in every interview
conducted, whether in written
articles or in conversations with
those who want to know about
Soleimani and his anti-imperialist
character, that “Soleimani was
a loving father of five children, a
devoted hushand, a patriot, a brilliant
military strategist, a bold politician, a
servant of his people and those who
defend their sovereignty and seek
total self-determination. A visionary
man dedicated undoubtedly to the
cause of freedom for peoples. | say
this not only because of what his
trajectory means in the Islamic
Revolution in Iran but also because
of his entire life’s journey that is
expanding throughout the planet,
including our Latin America.

With his death, Soleimani rose to the
height of great heroes of our time who
believed that their example would end
with their death but failed miserably.
There is no forgiveness or forgetting
regarding the criminal act against

Soleimani. His physical departure
breathed more life into the resistance
struggle, its political and military
movements and organizations. The
people have elevated his image; they
carry him on their flags and banners;
he is there on the border between
Lebanon and occupied Palestinian
territories in Maroun al-Ras showing
with his finger that this land is
Palestine and will be recovered. He
is on the streets of Tehran, Beirut,
Quds and Baghdad, and Damascus. In
Yemen and Latin America.

| reiterate what | have stated
in  previous opinions regarding
Soleimani and Latin America. “What
has been the influence of General
Soleimani on our continent despite
the strong media, political, and
ideological barriers that portray the
powers of arrogance and hegemony
as champions of freedom? The
assassination of General Soleimani
allowed us to visualize the enormous
influence that his political and
military leadership had, not only in
Western Asia but also in the political
movements of Latin America that
oppose the United States, such as
Cuba, Nicaragua, Venezuela, as well
as powers like Brazil and Mexico
that show more independence from
Washington’s dictates every day.

Soleimani had a popular political
and military personality both in Iran

solving the Palestinian issue,” Soltanifar said.

and abroad. His death marked a
fundamental and crucial reference
point that had not been seen since
the assassination of Commander
Ernesto Che Guevara. “Qassem
Soleimani managed to raise self-
esteem not only for the resistance
forces in Western Asia but also to
serve as an example for societies
in Cuba, Venezuela, for movements
and organizations that suffer
imperial harassment every day. And
to demonstrate that we are capable
of facing any type of force no matter
how powerful it may be. The martyr
Lieutenant General has laid the
groundwork for the final battle that
will allow us to destroy the nefarious
influence of imperialism and those
who support it”

“My daughter, | am very tired
Soleimani says in his beautiful and
profound letter to his daughter. “I
haven't slept for thirty years, but | no
longer want to sleep. | put salt in my
eyes so that my eyelids dare not close,
lest that helpless child’s head be cut
off in my carelessness. When | think
that scared little girl is you, or Narges
or Zeinab, and that the teenager or
young man lying in the slaughterhouse
having their head cut off is my Hossein
or Reza, what do you expect me to do?
To just observe? To not care? To do
business? No, | cannot live that way.”
What beautiful words.

Iran wheelchair
basketball

march into World
Championships SFs

TEHRAN - Iran beat Germany 70-68 in the
2022 International Wheelchair  Basketball
Federation (IWBF) World Championships on
Friday.

Iran will play the winners of Canada and the
Netherlands in the semifinals.

Team Melli lost to holders Britain 90-59 and
the 2020 Tokyo champions US. 82-74 in their
first two matches.

Iran also defeated Iraq 83-41and France 89-7
in the competition underway in Dubai, the UIAE.

The competition was originally scheduled for
Nov. 16 to 27, 2022 but was postponed until June
9t020,2023.

The first unofficial Wheelchair Basketball
World Championships for men was held in 1973,
with Bruges, Belgium being the first host city.

The US. are the most decorated team in the
competition with six titles.

Iran defeat
Afghanistan at
2023 AFC U17

Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Afghanistan 6-1 on
Friday at the 2023 AFC U17 Asian Cup.

Hesam Nafari and Reza Ghandipour scored a
goal each and Esmaeil Gholizadeh and Kasra Taheri
netted two goals each for Iran at the Rajamangala
Stadium in Bangkok, Thailand.

Earlier in the day, South Korea defeated Qatar 6-1
in Group B.

Iran are scheduled to play Qatar and South Korea
onJune 19 and 22, respectively.

The 2023 AFC U17 Asian Cup is the 19th edition
of the AFC U-17 Asian Cup (including previous
editions of the AFC U16 Championship and AFC
U-17 Championship), the biennial international
youth football championship organized by the
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) for the men’s
under-17 national teams of Asia.

This edition is the first since 2006 to be played
as an under-17 tournament, as the AFC proposed
to switch the tournament from under-16 to
under-17 starting from 2023.

Atotal of 16 teams competein the tournament. The
top four teams of the tournament will qualify for the
2023 FIFA U17 World Cup as the AFC representatives.

Japan are the title holders, having won the title
in 2018.

Lopez Caro no
longer among
Esteghlal’s
candidates

TEHRAN - Former Real Madrid head coach Juan
Ramon Lopez Caro, who had travelled to Tehran to
negotiate with Iranian top-flight club Esteghlal, did
not reach an agreement with the club.

The 60-year-old coach visited the club's
infrastructure during his stay in Tehran and
refused to work in the club.

Iranian coaches Javad Nekounam and Mohammad
Rabiei are the final candidates to lead the team.

Esteghlal are without a coach after Portuguese
coach Ricardo Sa Pinto left them last week to take
charge of Cypriot team APOEL.

Ganjkhanlou wins
gold at 2023 Asian
Track Cycling
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran's Mohammad Ganjkhanlou
won a gold medal in the 2023 Asian Track Cycling
Championship in the men’s scratch at the National
Velodrome in Nilai, Malaysia.
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The Iranian cyclist finished first, followed
by Japan’s Shunsuke Imamura and Ruslan
Yelyubayev of Kazakhstan.

The Asian championships will conclude on June 19.
Apart from the medals, the 2023 Asian Track Cycling
Championship offers valuable qualification points to
cyclists vying to make it to the Paris 2024 Olympics.

Veisi to remain as
Sanat Naft coach

TEHRAN - Abdollah Veisi will extend deal with
Sanat Naft, the Iranian football club announced
on Friday.

The 51-year-old coach replaced Brazilian coach
Edson Tavares in March and saved the team from
relegation. Sanat Naft, Naft Masjed Soleyman and
Mes Kerman were among the struggling teams in
Iran Professional League (IPL) last season.

Veisi, who has already worked in Esteghlal
Khuzestan, Naft Masjed Soleyman, Paykan and
Foolad, will take charge Sanat Naft in the 23rd
edition of IPL.

How Pazirofteh
nicknamed after
football icon
Abedzadeh?

TEHRAN - It's never easy being nicknamed after
an icon. But Sajjad Pazirofteh feels even honored.

The Gorgan big man has embraced the
‘Abedzadeh’ moniker given to him by the Iranian
fans as he drew comparisons to legendary
goalkeeper Ahmadreza Abedzadeh with how he
has maximized his massive hands to his advantage,
fiba.com reported.

For the younger ones, Abedzadeh is best
known for helping Team Melli reach the 1998 FIFA
World Cup by beating Australia in the AFC-OFC
qualification play-offs for the country’s first World
Cup appearance in 20 years.

Those crucial matches saw the shot-stopper
give the Socceroos a hard time through his solid
parries and deflections and whatnot, and that kind
of hand ability immediately reminded fans of him
upon seeing the 200 M (6'7") Pazirofteh.

As far as he remembers, Pazirofteh first heard
being called “Sajjad e Abedzadeh” during their
Semi-Final series versus Chemidor Qom in the
Iranian Super League last year, when he grabbed
down a rebound with just one hand.

“One game versus Australia that we had in the
qualification for the World Cup, in a very, very crucial
moment he kept the ball with his one hand. This is
one of the biggest moments in our soccer history,”
recalled Mohammad Jamshidi.

“And because Sajjad grabbed a rebound with one
hand, it reminded everybody of Abedzadeh,” the
31-year-old veteran internationalist added.

Pazirofteh, who wasn't even a year old when
Abedzadeh and Iran shocked the world, would since
hear that nickname often. It's no different in the
ongoing West Asia Super League (WASL) Final 8
being held at the City of Gold.

Fans cheered his nickname during Gorgan’s
duel with Kuwait Club. That game also saw the
26-year-old bring his signature celebration to
the Final 8, where he looks at his right hand right
aftera dunk or a tough shot.

Fans are no longer oblivious to that celly, for
he has done it many times during the WASL-
West Asia League. But he’s actually been doing
it for years now.

Although he could no longer remember some
of the details, all that Pazrofteh could recount is
that he pulled it off for the first time during the
39th William Jones Cup back in 2017, when Iran
participated in the annual tournament in Taipei.

From then on, he’s made it part of his game,
and fans would always express their appreciation
when he does that as it usually comes after a
highlight-worthy play.

“| grabbed a rebound with one hand. All the fans
were just cheering for me and that was when | did
this, looking at my hand,” he remembered.

Definitely, he won't stop doing it any time soon.
After all, it's become part of who Sajjad Pazirofteh
-- or Sajjad e Abedzadeh, for some -- is.

“l have big hands, and that's my advantage.

Whenever | do it, | feel good. It gives me energy for
the rest of the game,” he said.
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Large industries’ annual output rises 9.6%

TEH RAN The productlon growth of Iran'’s large
industrial companies reached a record high of 9.6
percent in the previous Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 20), data released by the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) showed.

Based on the mentioned data, the production
indices of the country’s major industries in spring,
summer, autumn, and winter grew by 3.1 percent,
13.2 percent, 9.5 percent, and 12.8 percent,
respectively, IRNA reported.

The CBI data has been collected from 2400
large industrial enterprises with more than 100
employees in 24 industrial groups.

Accordingly, out of the mentioned 24 industrial
groups, 23 have had positive growth, among them
16 industrial groups have recorded double-digit
growth. According to the mentioned statistics,
the highest production growth rate among these
24 groups was related to heavy machinery with
a growth of 31.8 percent, and vehicle production
industries with 28.6 percent.

Based on the central bank data, the increase in
energy supply has been one of the main reasons for
the increase in the production of these industries.

In this regard, Sima Ghaffari, an energy expert,
pointed to the good conditions of production in the
countryand emphasized: “Proper supply of electricity
and gas in the summer and winter seasons of last
year provided the basis for registering a 9.6 percent
growth in production this year”

Iran, Nicaragua sign co-op documents to

boost economic ties

TEHRAN - Iran and Nicaragua have signed three
major cooperation documents as part of President
Ebrahim Raisi’s visit to the Latin American country,
IRNA reported.

The documents were signed in a ceremony in
Managuaearly on Thursday inthe presence of President
Raisi and Daniel Ortega, the president of Nicaragua.

As reported, the documents signed between
the two countries cover wide areas of cooperation
including trade, economy, and health.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Raisi stressed
that the Iranian foreign policy is focused on the
promotion of connections with independent states.

He noted that the situation of the world would
be changed if the hegemonic states respected the

will of the nations.

Noting that both sides also agreed to
cooperate in techno-scientific areas, Raisi said
that the Islamic Republic has made significant
technological progress despite the Western
sanctions on the country, and Iran stands ready to
share experiences with other nations.

Tehran, Havana ink 6 co- -op pacts

TEHRAN - Senior officials of Iran
and Cuba signed six cooperation
documents in the presence of the
presidents of the two countries on
Thursday.

As reported, the documents
cover a variety of areas including
jurisdiction, comprehensive
political ~ cooperation,  customs,
and cooperation in the field of
information technology.

During his official visit to Cuba,
President Ebrahim Raisi attended
a joint meeting of the high-ranking
delegations of the two countries and
proposed forming a joint committee
on  technological  cooperation

said, “Iran is ready to cooperate with

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Am/rAbdollah/an (L) and his Cuban
counterpart Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla sign co-op document in
Havana on Thursday, in the presence of the two countries’ presidents.

the Chamber of Commerce of the

Eshghi stated that the forward
and continuous process of economic
relations between the two countries
of Iran and Cuba can be developed
with the exchange of goods with
third countries.

Also, in mid-May, Antonio Luis
Carricarte  Corona, president  of
the Chamber of Commerce of the
Republic of Cuba (CC) along with the
country’s  Ambassador to Tehran
Alberto Gonzalez Casals held a
meeting with Deputy Head of Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture  (ICCIMA)
Hossein Selahvarzi, to discuss ways of
expanding cooperation between the

between the two countries.

Speaking in this meeting, Raisi
pointed out that relations between
Iran and Cuba have changed since
the victory of the Islamic Revolution,
saying, “In the years since the victory
of the Islamic Revolution, the relations
between the two countries have
always been developing, and especially
in recent years and during the
coronavirus pandemic, constructive
cooperation has taken place”.

Stating that Iran and Cuba have
important common grounds for
expanding mutual cooperation, he

all countries, but if a country acts
against the interests of our nation,
we will stand against it”.

In this meeting, Cuban President
Miguel  Diaz-Canel  welcomed
President Raisi to the country and
said, “Yourvisit to Cuba is meaningful
and the proof of the existence of
a set of common values and views
between the two countries”.

In late May, the secretary General
of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(TCCIMA), in a meeting with Antonio
Luis Carricarte Corona, president of

Republic of Cuba (CC), and the country’s
Ambassador to Tehran Alberto Gonzalez
Casals, has offered a trilateral economic
cooperation model for expanding ties
with Cuba and Venezuela.

Asreported by the TCCIMA portal, at
the meeting Bahman Eshghi referred
to the economic relations formed
between Iran and Venezuela in recent
years, and called for the creation of
a trilateral market between Iran,
Venezuela, and Cuba in order to form
the foundation for the exchange
and transfer of goods and financial
transfers among the three sides.

private sectors of the two countries.

In the meeting which was held at
the place of the ICCIMA, the two sides
discussed potential areas for joint
cooperation with the aim of increasing
the level of trade exchanges between
the two countries, the ICCIMA portal
reported.

Speaking at the meeting, Corona
called on the governments of
the two countries to provide the
conditions for the joint commercial
activities of the private sectors and
the chambers of commerce of the
two countries.

Over 15,000 tons of honey, bee products produced
in Fars province per ann um

TEHRAN- More than 15,000 tons of honey and
bee products are produced in Fars province every
year, and this province ranks third in the country
in terms of honey production, a provincial official
announced.

Reza Fozouni, the deputy head of the province’s
agriculture department, reiterated that Fars,
with more than 8,000 active beekeepers and
the production of 15,000 tons of honey and bee
products, ranks third in the country in this field.

According to the census conducted on the bee
colonies of Fars last year, approximately 1,100,000
bee colonies were identified in the province and
7270 tons of honey were harvested from the
hives, the official added.

Last month, the managing director of the
beekeeping industry development support fund said
this fund provides 170 billion rials (about $440,760)
of low-interest facilities to beekeepers with the aim
of helping the country’s beekeeping industry.

Based on the data released by the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ), Iran is the
third-largest producer of honey in the world.

The chairman of the Animal Science Research
Institute has said that the amount of honey
production in the country should be increased by
three to four kilograms per colony.

Mokhtar Mohajer said, “According to the Seventh
National Development Plan, the amount of honey
production should be increased by at least three

Iran’s transport minister visits Russia

to attend SPIEF

TEHRAN - Iranian Minister of Transport and Urban Development
Mehrdad Bazrpash traveled to Russia to attend the 26th St.
Petersburg Intemational Economic Forum (SPIEF), IRNA reported.

As reported, Bazrpash was welcomed by Deputy Minister
of Transport of Russia Igor Chalik and Kazem Jalali, Iran’s
Ambassadorto Moscow, at St. Petersburg Airport on Thursday.

According to Bazrpash, pursuing bilateral agreements and
speeding up the completion of the International North-South
Transit Corridor (INSTC) were the most important goals of his
participation in SPIEF this year.

Participating in a meeting with Russian Minister of

Transportation and bilateral meetings with some officials of
the countries, participating in the forum were also among the
programs of the Iranian minister in Russia.

On his visit to Russia, Bazrpash was accompanied by a
senior delegation including the head of Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO), and the head of the country’s
Civil Aviation Organization (CAO).

During the SPIEF summit, Business-to-Business (B2B)
meetings were held between senior transport officials of the
two countries to discuss issues related to the INSTC, transit,
ports, and air transportation cooperation.

Non-oil goods worth nearly $750m exported from

Iran to India in 2 months

'vw' K

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commodities valued
at $749.331 million to India during the first two months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 21-May 21),
the spokesman of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) announced.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that India was the fifth
top export destination of Iranian non-oil goods in the
mentioned two-month period.

Based on the data previously released by the Indian Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, the value of Iran’s export to India
increased by 60 percent in 2022 as compared to the preceding
year.

The Indian ministry put the worth of Iran’s exports to India at
$653 million in 2022, while the figure was $409 million in 2021.

As reported, petroleum products have been the major
goods imported by India from Iran in the said months.

According to the mentioned data, the value of trade
between Iran and India reached $2.5 billion in 2022, rising
48 percent from $1.693 billion in 2021.

During January-December 2022, India’s export to Iran
also increased by 44 percent to stand at $1.847 billion, while

the figure was $1.284 billion in 2021.

Rice was India’s major product exported to Iran in the
said period during which the country shipped $1.098 billion
worth of rice to the Islamic Republic.

Last week, the agricultural officials of Iran and India
agreed to form a joint committee for agricultural
cooperation between the two countries within the next
three months, Mehr News Agency reported.

As reported, the agreement was reached in a meeting
between Iran’s Deputy Agriculture Minister Mohammad
Mehdi Borumandi and Secretary of India’'s Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Ministry Manoj Ahuja in New Delhi.

Borumandi, who traveled to New Delhi to hold talks on
the agricultural cooperation between Iran and India, met
with his Indian counterpart to review the latest status of
bilateral cooperation in the field of agriculture.

The officials also agreed to hold the first joint working
group on agricultural cooperation between the two
countries in the near future.

In the meeting, Borumandi stressed Iran’s readiness for
cooperation in various fields including horticultural products,
medicinal plants, combating plant pests, agricultural
technologies, exchange of professors and experts, and
cooperation between research institutions of the two
countries.

He considered the removal of tariff barriers on
agricultural trade as a necessity for the future expansion
of relations.

Manoj Ahuja, for his part, highlighted the cultural and
geographical affinities between the two nations and
expressed his country’s readiness to develop agricultural
relations with Iran.

to four kilograms per colony according to the
diversity of plants and the area of pastures that
we have in the country”.

He announced that 8,300 kilograms of royal
jelly, 406 tons of pollen, 2,536 tons of beeswax,
247 tons of propolis, and 3,917 grams of bee
venom are produced annually in the country.

More than 246,000
billion Rials is paid as

Melli Iran last year

Bank Melli Iran played an important,
major role to pay free-interestloans to
qualified families, young people, and

applicants during the last year.

According to BMI public relations, marriage
loans were paid by BMI from the beginning
of Farvardin until the end of Esfand 1401
constantly, thus 771,031 young people got
married and started their new life with BMI’S marriage loans during

this period.

Accordingly, marriage loans were paid to applicants and young
people in the Bank Melli Iran during 1401 totaling 246,018 billion
Rials which, considering the number of granted loans, 493 people
received marriage loans per day on average.

BMI has fully accomplished its assigned tasks and duties regarding
the payment of marriage loans and goes a desirable upward trend,
so in this regard, BMI has been introduced as the first bank in the
banking network with the highest payment of marriage loans.

To fulfill its social responsibilities and align with the government’s
plans, this bank could also take important steps to facilitate marriage
for young people and help 742 people to marry by paying 197,036
billion Rials free-internet marriage loans during 1400.

It is to be said, BMI has always considered paying free-interest
marriage loans as one of its activities and credit policies to promote
thisadmirable tradition and help young people marry so it has directed
a significant portion of its loans to this field.




“Resistance against occupation”;
The choice of most Palestinians

Poll: Most Palestinians want resistance, one state over PA and Abbas

From page 1 » Only 27% of the
respondents said they support the
PAs push for a so-called “two-
state” solution, while 70% are
against this failed idea.

Furthermore, as little as 18%
percent said that the establishment
of the PLO in the early 1960s was
the best thing that happened to the
Palestinians. This is while just 14%
said that the establishment of the PA
after the signing of the Oslo Accords
in 1993 was the most positive thing
that has happened to the Palestinians
since Israel was created in 1948.

The survey doesn’t come as a
surprise as Israel has been ethnically
cleansing many more Palestinians
lately by either killing them, vastly
expanding illegal settlements,
or demolishing more Palestinian
homes in the West Bank.

This has all been going on while
the PA remains engaged in talks
with the United States and Israel to
try and bring some kind of peace to
the occupied West Bank that many
experts believe will never be achieved
through negotiations with Israel or the
US. as the past decades have shown.

Analysts say the Palestinians,
especially the youth, have recognized
this more than the PA: the fact that if
noform of resistance s carried out, the
occupying entity will swiftly expand
and wipe out all the Palestinians from
the West Bank along with the PA itself.

Israeli settlers are now being
encouraged by the regime’s soldiers
to go on the rampage and attack
Palestinian villages, whilst the
villagers who step outside to defend
their livelihoods are being prevented
from confronting the settlers by
Israeli soldiers.

This is why Palestinian youth
have taken matters into their own
hands and taken up arms against the
regime’s forces in the occupied West
Bank. It also explains the record rising
death toll among Palestinian youth in
the West Bank this year as they are
resisting daily Israeli military raids into
cities, towns and villages.

Over the past decades, the PA has
been pushing with the United States
and lIsrael for a two-state solution,
that is a Palestinian state that would
see the regime withdrawing from the
territories it occupied in 1967 with
occupied east al-Quds as its capital.

This idea would envisage Israel
remaining on land it stole in 1948. It'sa
venture that has failed miserably.

On the other hand, the resistance
is seeking a state that comprises all
of the Palestinian land before the
creation of the Israeli entity in 1948,
with all Palestinian Arab Muslims,
Christians and Jews living side by side
in peace from the Jordan River to the
Mediterranean Sea.

66% of Palestinians
believe that Israel
will not celebrate its
100th anniversary.

Palestinians don’t even mind
the idea of a referendum among
everyone living on Palestinian land,
it's refugee camps in the region and
the Palestinian diaspora, including
those with the right of return to vote
on who governs the land.

This is a fair option to settle the
conflict. Israel refuses to entertain
the idea because it is fully aware
that the Palestinians under its
occupation, as well as the Palestinian
diaspora and those with the right of
return outnumber the Israeli settlers
and would emerge victorious in such
areferendum.

This would, in essence, mean many
Israeli settlers returning back to
Europe, the United States and all other
countries that they had lived before
immigrating to the state of Palestine
in 1948 and later years and taking over

the land of the indigenous inhabitants.

When asked in the survey what has
been the best thing to happen to them
since the Nakba, (the Arab word for
catastrophe that marks the creation
of Israel by the British in 1948), the
resistance factions came first.

The survey, showing support
for the resistance over the PA, also
doesn’t come as a surprise as the
armed resistance has inflicted
heavy losses on Israel in the wars
that the regime had triggered on
the besieged Gaza Strip.

The results of the poll also show
that Ismail Haniyeh, a senior leader
of the Hamas organization, which
has a resistance wing and has fought
multiple wars against Israel, is more
popular than Mahmoud Abbas.

In response to a question
about their preferred candidate
to replace 87-year-old Abbas, the
leader of Fatah, Marwan Barghouti,
who has been imprisoned by Israel
for 22 years, came first.

According to the survey, if
elections were to be held today in
the Palestinian territories, Haniyeh
would win with 56% of the votes
against Abbas with just 33%.

Over the past two years alone,
Islamic Jihad, a single Palestinian
resistance faction in the besieged
Gaza Strip, has emerged victorious
on two occasions after it was
attacked by Israel.

The growing show of strength
by the Palestinian resistance in
managing to strike deep into the
occupied  Palestinian  territories,
targeting critical Israeli infrastructure,

has taken the world, let alone the
Palestinians, by surprise.

This is not just limited to the Gaza
Strip. In the occupied West Bank,
more and more Palestinian youth are
lining up to join newly formed armed
resistance factions.

The vast majority, equivalent to 71%
of the Palestinian people, expressed
support for the formation of newly
armed groups in the West Bank, such
as the Jenin Battalion. More than
85% of the respondents said that the
PA does not have the right to arrest
members of armed groups to prevent
retaliatory operations against the
Israeli military or settlers.

These Palestinian youths have
reestablished ~ their  national
identity, which the prior generation
appears to have left behind after
the 2001 Intifada. They are also
witnessing the brutal Israeliattacks
against the al-Agsa mosque in
occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem).

This vyear, like last, the Israeli
regime’s troops have stormed the
holy site’s compound and Mosque
itself, mercilessly beating up men and
women, while settlers have enjoyed
more rights to sacrilegiously violate
Islam’s third holiest site.

According to the results of the
survey, 66% of Palestinians believe
that Israel will not celebrate its 100th
anniversary. Experts believe the
rising power of the resistance facing
Israel means the apartheid regime,
which has committed countless
crimes, will not be celebrating its
acts of barbarity for that long.

No one who places personal interests above Constitution
should ever be president, professor says of Trump

By M.A. Saki

TEHRAN = Paul R. Pillar, a non-resident Senior
Fellow at the Center for Security Studies of
Georgetown University, says “no one who places
personal interests above the Constitution
should ever be president”

Donald Trump, the 45th president of the
United States from January 2017 to January
2021, has been charged with mishandling
hundreds of classified documents, including
about U.S. nuclear secrets and military plans.
Trump, who is lying to investigators, is running
for president again in 2024.

“It is not advisable for anyone who has
shown the irresponsibility and disdain for
national security that Trump has shown to be
placed in any position of power and authority,”
Pillar tells the Tehran Times in an exclusive
interview on Wednesday.

Following is the text of the interview:

Trump faces 37 felony counts, including
mishandling classified documents. However,
leading Republicans are divided over his federal
indictment. For example, Nikki Halley says Trump
was “incredibly reckless” but House Speaker
McCarthy defended him. What is your opinion?

As should be clear to anyone who has read the
indictment, Trump’s offenses are serious, and any
responsible prosecutor would have no choice but
to bring charges against him. It is regrettable
that so many members of Trump's party are
putting party before country and excusing his
reprehensible conduct while voicing slurs against
prosecutors who are only performing their duty.

Why do you think Trump resisted the
government’s attempts to retrieve the
classified materials at his Florida home?

| believe Trump wanting to keep possession of
the documents was just another example of him
treating government institutions, property, and

people as if they belonged to him personally--
just as he used to speak of senior U.S. military
leaders as “my generals”.

In terms of national security, is it advisable
that such a person run for president?

It is not advisable for anyone who has shown
the irresponsibility and disdain for national
security that Trump has shown to be placed in
any position of power and authority.

David Super, a professor at Georgetown
University Law Centre, says Trump “can be
indicted any number of times” but “it won’t
stop his ability to stand for office.” Is Super
right? Please explain.

The  requirements  that the  US.
Constitution specifies for anyone to become
president are very minimal and refer only to age
and natural-born citizenship. Even conviction, let
alone indictment, does not disqualify someone
for running for the presidency.

Trump claims he is a victim of witch hunt
while in the run-up to the 2016 presidential
election he strongly attacked Hillary Clinton
for using personal email as secretary of state
and chants of “lock her up” regularly featured
at his rallies. How do you analyze such
hypocrisy or contradiction?

Trump has never had any hesitation about
being inconsistent, which is just another part of
his chronic lying. Thereis no comparison between
Clinton’s use of a home email server while she
was in office and Trump’s intentionally carting off
large amounts of documents that belong to the
government as he was leaving office, along with
his prolonged efforts to resist their return and to
obstruct the efforts of government authorities to
have them returned.

Also, talking about the January 6 incident,
Mike Pence says Trump asked him to “choose
between him and the Constitution” Again,
is it rational that a person who prefers the
Constitution over personal interests to become
commander-in-chief?

No one who places personal interests above the
Constitution should ever be president.

Do non-American citizens have the right
to think that the rule of law is crucified as
some leading Republicans defend Trump
and claim that the indictment against him is
politically motivated?

It is unsurprising for citizens of other
countries to observe what Trump has done
and how Republicans are excusing his
behavior and to conclude that the rule of law
is in big trouble in the United States.

Biden is also facing his own special counsel
investigationinto documents from his time as
vice president. What is your opinion in this regard?

As was the case with former vice president Pence, a
small number of classified documents were, evidently
inadvertently, in an office and a residence used by
Biden. Like Pence, Biden immediately saw to it that
the documents were turned overand in other respects
cooperated fully with the responsible authorities. The
special counsel who looked into the Pence situation
determined that no further action is necessary, and |
expect the same thing will be true with Biden.
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African leaders
start peace
mission in Ukraine

A delegation of African leaders began a peace
mission in Kyiv on Friday, undeterred by what Ukraine
said was a volley of Russian missiles intended to
greet them in the capital.

At least two explosions rocked the capital but
mayor Vitali Klitschko said they were caused by air
defences. He reported no deaths or big damage in
the city but emergency services said four people,
including a child, were hurt in the Kyiv region.

The peace delegation, including leaders from South
Africa, Senegal, Zambia, the Comoros and Egypt, met
defence ministry representatives ahead of talks planned
later on Friday with President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

UN chief says fossil
fuels ‘incompatible
with human survival’

The head of the United Nations launched a
tirade against fossil fuel companies Thursday,
accusing them of betraying future generations
and undermining efforts to phase out a product he
called “incompatible with human survival”

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres also
dismissed suggestions by some oil executives
— including the man tapped to chair this year’s
international climate talks in Dubai — that
fossil fuel firms can keep up production if they
find a way to capture planet-warming carbon
emissions. He warned that this would just make
them “more efficient planet-wreckers.’

It's not the first time the UN chief has called
out Big Oil over its role in causing global
warming, but the blunt attack reflects growing
frustration at the industry’s recent profit
bonanza despite warmnings from scientists that
buming fossil fuels will push the world far
beyond any safe climate threshold.

“Last year, the oil and gas industry reaped a
record $4 trillion windfall in net income,” Guterres
said after a meeting with civil society groups. “Yet
for every dollar it spends on oil and gas drilling
and exploration, only 4 cents went to clean energy
and carbon capture — combined.”

“Trading the future for thirty pieces of silver is
immoral,” he said.

UAE visa ban for
Lebanese nationals to
be lifted soon

The United Arab Emirates in the coming days
will lift a temporary restriction on issuing visas to
Lebanese nationals due to security concerns, a UAE
official has said.

“Temporary restrictions are in place in response
to security concerns. Temporary restrictions
continuously undergo review and are subject to be
lifted for specific categories of visas in the coming
days, the UAE official told Reuters on Thursday,
without giving further details.

Kissinger sees war
over Taiwan likely
unless US, China
back down

Former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
said he believes military conflict between China
and Taiwan is likely if tensions continue on their
current course, though he still holds out for
dialogue that will lead to de-escalation.

“On the current trajectory of relations, | think
some military conflict is probable,” he said in an
interview with Bloomberg News editor-in-chief
John Micklethwait. “But | also think the current
trajectory of relations must be altered.”

The remarks, delivered as Dr Kissinger
looked back on his life and career soon after
his 100th birthday, were some of his most
downbeat about the state of relations between
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China and the US. Washington has vowed to
back Taiwan in the event China attacks.

He added that it is up to Washington and
Beijing to step back from their stand-off, which
he said is at “the top of a precipice”.

Putin, his UAE
counterpart begin
talks in St. Petershurg

Russian President Vladimir Putin is meeting
with his UAE counterpart Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan on the sidelines of the St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum (SPIEF).

The talks are held in a tete-a-tete format.
Putin and Nahyan are expected to discuss the
development of bilateral relations and current
international issues.

Japan may change
stance onarms
exports - WSJ

Japan is in talks with the US about shipping
artillery rounds from its own arsenals to backfill
Washington's stocks, the Wall Street Journal has
reported. The outlet cited the depletion of American
ammunition depots due to its military aid to Ukraine.

Japan has for decades refrained from exporting
lethal weapons. In its article on Thursday, the WSJ,
citing “people familiar with the talks,” claimed that
Tokyo could supply 155mm artillery shells to the US.

The scheme, if approved, would reportedly not
entail Japanese ammunition being sent directly
to Ukraine.

Bill Gates meets
Chinese president Xi
Jinping on China visit

Microsoft’s co-founder Bill Gates has met with
Chinese President Xi Jinping just days after a visit to
Beijing by Tesla CEO Elon Musk.

The state broadcaster CCTV showed Xi saying
he was happy to see Gates, who he called an
“old friend,” after three years without meeting
during the pandemic.

“I believe that the foundation of Sino-U.S. relations
lies in the people,” Xi said to Gates.

“Under the current world situation, we can
carry out various activities that benefit our two
countries, the people of our countries, and the
entire human race”’

Gates told Xi he was “very honored” to meet
with Xi. The visits by leading foreign business
people have coincided with efforts by the Chinese
government to revive investor interest in China’s
slowing economy. Apple CEO Tim Cook visited
China in March.

Blinken heads to
Beijing hoping to
calm fears of a
US-China break

US. Secretary of State Antony Blinken goes to
Beijing this weekend with expectations low that
he will make headway on the long list of disputes
between the United States and China. But he and his
Chinese counterparts can achieve at least one thing,
say analysts - show that the world’s most important
bilateral relationship is not about to fall off the rails.

Blinken will hold meetings in China on June 18-
19 and may meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping,
sources said. He will be the highest-ranking US.
government official to visit China since Biden took
office in January 2021.

In a pre-trip briefing on Wednesday, US.
officials said they have no expectation the trip will
yield a breakthrough in how the U.S.and China deal
with each other. That followed a tense evening
phone call with Blinken on Tuesday during which
Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang told the US. to
stop meddling in China’s affairs.
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Abandoned factory in Isfahan to turn

into museum

TEHRAN An abandoned textile factory in the
central province of Isfahan is planned to be turned
into a cultural heritage museum, the province’s
governor has said.

Plans are in place to transform the abandoned
Risbaf Factory, which has been inscribed on the na-
tional heritage list, into a national museum in Isfa-
han, Seyyed Reza Mortazavi explained on Thursday.

The factory sits on over six hectares of land,
once owned by the Melli Bank, and it has been the
subject of numerous efforts in recent years to
transform it into a living museum that captures
the essence of Isfahan, the official added.

The tourism ministry, however, needs to act
promptly to carry out this project, as the citizens
of Isfahan have been eagerly waiting for it for
many years, he noted.

Soaked in a rich history and culture, Isfahan
was once a crossroads of international trade and

diplomacy in Iran. Now, it is one of Iran’s top tour-
ist destinations for good reasons. The ancient city
is filled with many architectural wonders such as
unmatched Islamic buildings, bazaars, museums,
Persian gardens, and tree-lined boulevards. It's a
city for walking, getting lost in its mazing bazaars,
dozing in beautiful gardens, and meeting people.

The city has long been nicknamed as Nesf-e-Ja-
han which is translated into “half the world”; mean-
ing seeing it is relevant to see the whole world. In
its heyday, it was also one of the largest cities in the
region with a population of nearly one million.

Isfahan is renowned not only for the abundance
of great historical bridges but also for its ‘life-giv-
ing river, the Zayandeh-Rood, which has long be-
stowed the city an original beauty and fertility. The
cool blue tiles of Isfahan’s Islamic buildings, and
the city’s majestic bridges, contrast perfectly with
the encircling hot, dry Iranian countryside.

Thehuge lImam Square, best known as Naghsh-e
Jahan Sq. (literary meaning “Image of the World”),
is one of the largest in the world (500m by 160m),
and a majestic example of town planning. Built
in the early 17th century, the UNESCO-registered
square is punctuated with the most interesting
sights in Isfahan. Modern Isfahan is now home to
some heavy industry, including steel factories and
a nuclear facility on its outskirts, however, its in-
ner core wants to be preserved as a priceless gem.

Campervans stage 50-day rally to

promote tourism

TEHRAN - On Thursday, a group of 30 camper-
van and caravan owners began a 50-day rally to
showcase Iran’s tourist destinations and highlight
the country’s potential for tourism.

Embarking on an itinerary that extends from
Tehran to Alborz, Qazvin, East Azarbaijan, and West
Azarbaijan provinces, the group will explore the
beauty of several regions of Iran before venturing
outside the country to continue the rally in Armenia,
Georgia, and Turkey, CHTN reported on Friday.

Therally, which is organized under the supervision
of the Touring & Automobile Club of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran (TACI), aims to promote Iran as a top
tourist destination in the international arena.

Long shunned by Western travelers, the Islamic
Republic has steadily stepped-up efforts to use
tourism, over the past couple of years, to help pro-
mote its international image battered by endless
opposition mostly from the US.

Experts believe even before the pandemic, Iran’s
tourism was already grappling with some chal-
lenges, on top of those Western “media propa-
ganda” aimed at scaring potential travelers away
from the Islamic Republic. They say Iran is still
somehow “unknown” to many potential travelers
due to such a “media war”

Before the COVID pandemic, Iran’s tourism had
constantly been growing, reaching more than
eight million visitors in the Iranian calendar year
1398 (started March 21, 2019). That surge, howev-
er, helped prejudices to become thick and thin.

However, Iran’s trump card is that the country
benefits from a wide variety of travel destinations
ranging from seacoasts and lush green woods
to towering mountains and harsh deserts. As a
wallet-friendly destination with hospitable peo-
ple, Iran has long been a desired destination for
nature lovers, birdwatchers, powder chasers, cul-
ture devotees, pilgrims, museum-goers, foodies,
adventurers, and medical travelers, to name a few.

Astarabad: restoration works of ten
historical bulldmgs get the go-ahead

TEHRAN - Work to restore ten historical build-
ings in Astarabad has begun in the ancient core of
the Iranian city.

730 billion rials (5146 million) of the resto-
ration projects’ budget have been allocated by the
private sector, Golestan province’s tourism chief
said on Thursday.

“Astarabad embraces some 800 historical
buildings, of which about 50 buildings have been
thoroughly restored in the past years with the
cooperation of executive bodies and private inves-
tors,” Mohammad-Javad Saravi said.

Astarabad (or Esterabad) is the older Islamic
name for the modern town of Gorgan in north-
eastern Golestan province.

In August 2022, Golestan province approved
detailed plans aimed to help safeguard the histor-
ical core of Astarabad, which lies at the southeast-

ern corner of the Caspian Sea.

According to the provincial tourism directorate,
the historical core is set to be maintained as a live-
ly, dynamic area, relying on its heritage values in
connection with the surrounding environment.

Astarabad is situated along a small tributary of
the Qareh River, 37 km from the Caspian Sea. The city,
in existence since Achaemenian times, long suffered
from inroads of the Turkmen tribes who occupied
the plain north of the Qareh River, and it was sub-
jected to incessant Qajar-Turkmen tribal conflicts
in the 19th century. It was renamed Gorgan in the
1930s after being devastated by an earthquake.

Golestan is reportedly embracing some 2,500
historical and natural sites, with UNESCO-regis-
tered Gonbad-e Qabus - a one-millennium-old
brick tower — amongst its most famous. Narra-
tives say the tower has influenced various sub-
sequent designers of tomb towers and other
cylindrical commemorative structures both in
the region and beyond. The UNESCO comments
that the tower bears testimony to the cultural
exchange between Central Asian nomads and the
ancient civilization of Iran.

Furthermore, Gorgan is famed for being home
to an ancient defensive wall of the same name
(“The Great Wall of Gorgan”) which stretched
some 200 km in length and was built to prevent
the invasion of the northern tribes.

Minister honors cultural heritage
figures as bonds lm kmg generatlons

TEHRAN - Iranian Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Minister Ezzatollah Zarghami has
honored ten people for their lifetime
achievements in the cultural heri-
tage of the country.

“You, as the eternal figures of
cultural heritage, serve as a bridge
between the past and future gener-
ations,” the minister said to the hon-
orees in a ceremony held in Tehran
on Thursday.

Zarghami said paying tribute to cul-
tural heritage figures equals the hon-
or of the Iranian people, their national
identity and their intangible heritage.

Referring to the country’s rich his-
tory, the minister said the cultural
heritage figures have guided us to-
wards artistic and spiritual merits.

“They honestly set foot on this
path and spent their blessed life and
trained many students who are a
source of national pride.”

Moreover, the minister urged the
need for safeguarding that heritage,
adding: “We must introduce intangi-
ble and tangible cultural heritage. |

do this when | travel”

“We should pay tribute to the
eternal figures of cultural heritage
and praise their dignity. They are a
bridge between the past and future
generations.”

Iran’s intangible cultural heritage is
incredibly rich, and it is not limited to

3,000 nationally recognized elements
or the 21 ones that have gained inter-
national status, Zarghami said.

Among Iran’s entries to UNESCO's
list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity is Radif of Iranian music;
traditional skills of carpet weaving in
Kashan; Music of the Bakhshis of Kho-
rasan; Nagqali, Iranian dramatic sto-

ry-telling; traditional skills of building
and sailing Iranian Lenj boats in the
Persian Gulf; and traditional skills of
crafting and playing Dotar.
Furthermore, Iran seeks to reg-
ister five intangible elements on
UNESCO’s list of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity in the future.

Amir Chakhmagq: 19th-century dome partially collapses

TEHRAN - The dome of Amir Chakhmag
mosque has partially collapsed in Yazd, where the
19th-century monument stands tall as one of the
drop-dead travel destinations in central Iran.

The partial collapse of the dome of Amir Chak-
mag mosque has been examined by a team of cul-
tural heritage experts, YJC quoted Yazd province’s
tourism chief as saying on Thursday.

Technical coordination has been made to safe-
guard and restore the dome, Ahmad Akhundi said.

The mosque belongs to the Amir Chakhmaq
complex that also embraces a caravanserai, bath-
house, cold-water well, and a Tekkieh where Shiite
Muslims come together to observe special reli-
gious ceremonies, all of which have been designed
following traditional layout principles.

Athree-story building of the complex is noted for
its eye-catching rows of symmetrical, sunken al-
coves that are perfectly lit up following the sunset.

The perfectly proportioned niches on the facade
may seem at their best and most photogenic late in
the afternoon when the towering exterior appears to

glow against the darkening sky and copper-colored
sunlight is captured within each alcove.

A pedestrianized square overlooking the com-
plexis usually full of visitors. It is landscaped with
a vast pool, illuminated fountains, well-mani-
cured trees and shrubs that lend an attractive
foreground to the splendid vista at night. Under-
neath the complex is a small bazaar, with rows of
two-story arcades.

Yazd is usually referred to as a delightful place
to stay, or a “don’t miss” destination by almost all
of its visitors. Partially covered alleyways, togeth-
er with streets, public squares, and courtyards,
contribute to a pleasant urban quality. The city
escaped the modernization trends that destroyed
many traditional earthen cities.

It survives today with its traditional districts, the
ganat system, traditional houses, bazaars, ham-
mams, water cisterns, mosques, synagogues, Zo-
roastrian temples, and the historic garden of Dol-
at-Abad. The city enjoys the peaceful coexistence of
three religions: Islam, Judaism, and Zoroastrianism.

Wateris brought tothecity by the qanat system
Each district of the city is built on a ganat and has
a communal center. The concept of Persian Qanat
was registered on the UNESCO World Heritage list
in 2016, as they provide exceptional testimony to
cultural traditions and civilizations in desert areas
with an arid climate.

The use of earth in buildings includes walls and
roofs by the construction of vaults and domes.
Houses are built with courtyards below ground
level, serving underground areas. Wind catch-
ers, courtyards, and thick earthen walls create a
pleasant microclimate.

Stepped village in eastern Iran undergoes restoration

TEHRAN -Arestoration work on the
stepped village of Nay-Band in South
Khorasan province, eastern Iran has
come to an end, a local tourism official
has said.

A budget of 27 billion rials
(85,400) was allocated to this phase
of the project, Mohammad Arab ex-
plained on Friday.

Nay-Band is a historic village at
the crossroads of three geographi-
cally distinct formations: the desert,
the mountain, and the plain.

The village is nestled at the foot
of the mountains with easy access
to the lush plains. Adventurers can
head 200 km north to Tabas in the
heart of the desert.

Nay-Band is close to a wildlife sanc-
tuary named after it, which is home to

a large population of gazelles.

The historical texture of the village
has been inscribed on the national
heritage list.

Iran, home to several stepped
villages

Iran is home to several magnifi-
cent stepped villages, of which the
most popular ones are Masouleh,
Uraman, and Kang, which could be
included on the World Heritage list.

Roughly a millennium old, Masou-

leh is one of the most famous villag-
es in Iran, and hence one of its most
tourist ones.

Also known as the historical city of
Masouleh, it features earth-colored
houses that are stacked photogenical-
ly on top of one another like giant Lego
blocks, clinging to a mountainside so
steep that the roof of one house forms
the pathway for the next.

The existence of numerous grave-
yards inner and outside of the city
proves its old texture. The storied
and terracing plan of the city is par-
allel to the mountain slope.

Kang in the northeastern province
of Khorasan Razavi, which has been
recently inscribed on the nation-
al heritage list, with an antiquity of
more than 3,000 years, is situated
at a distance of some 30 km from

Mashhad, the provincial capital.

Thevillage, located on the highlands
of Mount Binalud, is also adjacent
to Nishabur, known for its turquoise
handicrafts and mines.

Uramanat in the west of the country
is also another stepped village, which
is considered a cradle of Kurdish art
and culture from the days of yore.

Stretched on a steep slope in Ur-
aman Takht rural district of Sarv-
abad County, the village is home to
dense and step-like rows of houses
in a way that the roof of each house
forms the yard of the upper one, a
feature that adds to its charm and
attractiveness.

In 2021, UNESCO added the Ura-
manat cultural landscape to its list
of world heritage sites.

Ilkhanid mausoleum to host rosewater festlval

TEHRAN - A rosewater distillation festival,
commonly known as “Golab-giri”, is scheduled to
be held in the Ilkhanid era (1256-1353) mausoleum
of Chalabi Oghlou, which stands tall in Soltaniyeh,
northwestern Zanjan province on Sunday, a local
official has said.

The festival aims to highlight the region’s agri-
tourism potential as well as promote the mauso-
leum as a must-see tourist destination, Parvaneh
Asgari explained on Friday.

Every year in May and June, hundreds of Go-
lab-Giri festivals take place, where roses reign and
fragrant dreams come true. For centuries, the de-
lights of fragrant roses have taken center stage in
Kashan and surrounding lands, as honored guests
and locals pluck petals with gentle care and joy.

Iran has a long history of concentrating on flow-
ers and herbs. Many people think that traditionally
distilled rose water is of higher quality than rose
water made in factories, likely due to the faster
harvesting and distillation processes.

Traditionally, rose water is made from a flower
with a very sweet scent, best known in the coun-
try as Mohammadi roses. In the early morning, the
flower harvest is almost complete. Rumor has it

that delays in harvesting or transporting it to the
distillery are causing a drop in the quantity and
quality of essential oils. Each pot is filled with 80
liters of water and almost 30 kilograms of rose
petals, and connected with metal pipes, allowing
steam to flow through to create the hydrosol. Dis-
tillation waste can be composted or fed to animals.

A therapeutic effect is attributed to rose water
and rose oil. Some claim that rose oil calms the mind
and relieves anxiety, stress, and depression. Stories
have it that rosewater-based products can help with
digestive problems, colds, and skin problems.

A cherished event in Iranian culture, Golab-Giri
is also a celebration of Iranian generosity and hos-
pitality in addition to the harvest of roses.

Also known as Sheikh Barragh mausoleum,
Chalabi Oghlou mausoleum is a historical octago-
nal structure neighboring the UNESCO-registered
Dome of Soltaniyeh.

According to its inscriptions, the mausoleum is
the burial place of Sheikh Barragh Baba, a promi-
nent mystic in the Ilkhanid era.

Meaning “Town of the Sultans”, the ancient city
of Soltaniyeh was briefly the capital of Persia’s
Ilkhanid dynasty (a branch of the Mongol dynasty)

during the 14th century.

Gonbad-e (“The Dome of”) Soltaniyeh is high-
ly recognized as an architectural masterpiece,
particularly due to its innovative double-shelled
dome and elaborate interior decoration. The very
imposing dome stands about 50 meters tall from
its base. Covered with turquoise-blue faience tiles,
the stunning structure dominates the skyline of
Soltaniyeh.

Zanjan is one of the cities founded by Sassanid
King Ardashir | (180-242 CE). The province makes a
base for wider explorations with the architectural
wonder of Soltaniyeh, the subterranean delights of
the Katale-Khor caves, colorful mountains, and the
UNESCO-registered Takht-e Soleiman ruins nearby.



Iran, Venezuela to set up joint sci
committee

TEHRAN - With the aim of expand-
ing bilateral cooperation in the field of
science and technology, Iran and Vene-
zuela will set up a joint committee.

The two sides have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding in this
regard to establish the “Iran-Vene-
zuela Joint Innovation and Technolo-
gy Center” and to prepare a roadmap
for cooperation based on equality,
mutual respect, and mutual benefit,
IRNA reported on Thursday.

Facilitating the exchange of knowl-
edgeand technology, carrying out joint
research and development projects,
expanding the market, and launching
joint production lines in Venezuela are
among the goals of establishing the
joint innovation and technology center
of ran and Venezuela.

Boosting cooperation in technolo-
gy parks, holding special educational
and training programs for talented
youth, developing scientific projects,
and making investments in techno-
logical projects are other objectives
of setting up the center.

The two countries are scheduled
to cooperate in the fields of infor-
mation and communications tech-
nology, artificial intelligence and
mechatronics, medicine, medical and
laboratory equipment, biotechnol-
ogy, nanotechnology, environment,
transportation technology, oil and
gas industry, investment in knowl-
edge-based companies, nuclear
medicine, radiology, and biology.

Recent technological coopera-
tion

[ranian companies, researchers,

and experts will provide equipment

for the Venezuelan science and tech-
nology park.

Amir-Hossein Mirabadi, an official
with the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology, has recently paid a
visit to the Venezuelan science and
technology park, IRNA reported.

During the visit, he met with the
head of the Venezuelan science and
technology park in order to finalize
previous agreements.

“We are ready to equip the park
with Iran-made equipment, he
said, announcing readiness to hold
training courses for the Venezuelan
workforce.

In November 2022, Iranian Science
Minister Mohammad Ali Zolfigol in
a meeting in Tehran with his Vene-
zuelan counterpart Gabriela Servilia
Jimenez announced readiness to
establish a science and technology
park in Venezuela.

With 49 science and technolo-
gy parks and 7500 technological
companies and numerous knowl-

edge-based companies, Iran has
valuable experiences in the field of
science and technology and is ready
to help Venezuela in establishing a
science and technology park, Zolfigol
said.

“We must try and plan to promote
the scientific and technological co-
operation between Iran and Venezu-
ela to the same level as the political
relations,” he added.

Iran is not dependent on the East
and the West and can interact and
cooperate with different countries
of the world by its will, he noted,
adding, forming a joint committee
can help operationalize the will to
increase scientific cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

Jimenez also for her part stated
that the two countries are serious to
increase scientific and technological
cooperation, and a road map for the
development of cooperation should
be drawn.

Venezuela also attaches great im-
portance to science and technology,

and soon the first industrial science
and technology park will be opened,
she added.

“We believe that science should
be in the service of philanthropy,
pacifism, environmental protection,
and the development of humanity,
and we believe that Iran also shares
common ground,” she also said.

At the end of this meeting, a
memorandum of understanding on
scientific and technological coop-
eration between the two countries
was signed.

In September 2022, more than 82
knowledge-based firms attended an
exhibition in Caracas with the aim of
exchanging experiences and holding
meetings.

Some 200 companies attended
this event and 60 cooperation con-
tracts were signed. We tried to pro-
vide a field for interaction and syn-
ergy between companies, she said.

On June 11, President Ebrahim Rai-
si heading a high-ranking delegation
will travel to Latin America, planning
to visit Venezuela, Nicaragua, and
Cuba.

In an interview with IRNA, the
Iranian Ambassador to Venezuela
Hojjatollah Soltani took stock of the
state of relations between Iran and
Venezuela. He said, “Our relations
are very good and moving forward in
all spheres politically, economically,
culturally, scientifically, and techni-
cally. Currently, our political relations
with Venezuela are at the highest
level and we have high political com-
monalities with the government and
people of this country””

TEHRAN - The national center for drought and
crisis management has predicted precipitations in
the autumn of this year will be at normal levels.

The changes that are happening in the large-
scale atmospheric indicators forecast that precip-
itations in autumn will start on time and will be
normal with a high probability, ISNA quoted Ahad
Vazifeh, the head of the national center for drought
and crisis management, as saying on June 11.

In summer, there will be not much rainfall in
the country and less than 10 percent of the annual
rainfall occur in this season, he added.

Iran has a dry and semi-arid climate and has
an annual rainfall of 250 mm, which is about one-
third of the global average.

The average rainfall of the country has been de-
creasing over time so the average rainfall of the
country for 53 years was about 250 mm, but the
average of the last 13 years has decreased to 232
mm.

In May, the national center for drought and cri-

S4m budget allocated to promote
non-motorized transport

sis management forecasted the summer this year
will be warmer than normal in the country.

In the northern and eastern provinces of the
country, the rainfall is insufficient, and even the
relatively normal rainfall of the remaining days of
the current water year cannot compensate for the
lack of rainfall.

The month of Ordibehesht (April 21-May 21) is
the most important period in the spring season to
receive rainfall in the country and is very import-
ant.

“For example, in the month of Farvardin (March
21-April 20), usually 35 millimeters of rain is re-
corded in the country, but in Ordibehesht, the rain-
fallamounts to about 20 mm. So, the rainfallin Or-
dibehesht is almost twice as much as in Farvardin.”

ELNino and La Nifa

EL Nifio and La Nifia phenomena are among the
most important factors affecting the air tempera-
ture of many countries in the world, including Iran,
Vazifeh said on June 6.

‘ELNifo’ or “the boy” is widely used to describe
the warming of sea surface temperature that oc-
curs every few years, typically concentrated in the
central-east equatorial Pacific.

‘La Nifia’ or “the girl” is the term adopted for
the opposite side of the fluctuation, which sees
episodes of cooler than average sea surface tem-
perature in the equatorial Pacific.

Of course, other factors also affect the decrease

ENGLISH IN USE

A total budget of 170 billion rials (around $4 million) has been

allocated to promote bike lanes across the capital city of Tehran,
encouraging the residents to ride bicycles, Sakineh Ashrafi, deputy

mayor of Tehran for planning, urban development and council affairs

has said.

One of the main issues taken into consideration through the

Autumn with normal rainfall forecasted

or increase of the average air temperature in the
world, but the change of temperature in the Pacif-
ic Ocean is both highly predictable and has a very
large scale compared to other indices, he added.

“For this reason, it is one of the most important
indicators used for numerical modeling in season-
al forecasts”

It is expected that in the coming months, the
temperature changes of the Pacific Ocean will
pass the neutral phase and enter the El Nifio
phase, or the warm phase, and this change will
reach its maximum positive temperature anomaly
this winter, Vazifeh explained.

In summer, less than 10
percent of the annual
rainfall will occur.

“As much as the El Nifo phase is stronger this
year, the average winter temperature of this year
in many countries, including in Iran, will record
higher figures than normal conditions.”

“In 2016, when a very strong El Nino occurred,
the temperature in different parts of the world re-
corded very high figures, and 2016 was the hottest
year among all the years that the temperature of
the earth has been measured and recorded,” Vazi-
feh noted.
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next year's budget bill, was development of non-motorized

transportation, which focuses on active transportation and human
powered transportation including walking and bicycling, she

explained.
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Straight Truth

Tehran to host ROPME summit on
protection of marine environment

TEHRAN - The upcoming meeting of the Re-
gional Organization for the Protection of Marine
Environment (ROPME) of the eight Persian Gulf
coastal countries will be held this year in Tehran,
Department of Environment Chief Ali Salajeqeh
announced on Thursday.

He made the announcement in a meeting in
Tehran with Saif Mohammed Al Zaabi, the am-
bassador of the United Arab Emirates to Tehran,
IRIB reported.

ROPME was established in Kuwait in 1979 and
was quickly ratified by seven member states
(Iran, Bahrain, Irag, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates).

The main objective of ROPME is to coordinate
efforts of the eight Member States towards
protecting the marine and coastal environment
and ecosystems in the ROPME Sea Area against
marine pollution and stressors that might be in-
duced by developmental activities or/and other
drivers of change.

“Managing regional environmental challenges
depends on the cooperation and coordination of
the littoral countries,” Salajeqeh said, referring to
the many commonalities of the countries of the
Persian Gulf region in various areas.

Iran is ready to utilize all its capacities to
help the UAE for the magnificent holding of the
28th United Nations Conference of the Parties
(COP28) Climate Change Conference, he stressed.

He also invited the ambassador and the envi-
ronment minister of the UAE to take part in the
international conference on combating sand and
dust storms which is scheduled to be held in Teh-
ran on September 9-10.

Therapid growth of ROPME and shared coastal
and marine environmental issues among littoral
states have resulted in numerous successful
plans laying the basis for future coastal manage-
ment and development in the Persian Gulf region.

Persian Gulf ecosystem at risk

The Persian Gulf has an area of about 241,000
square kilometers. Its length is some 990 km,
and its width varies from a maximum of about
340 km to a minimum of 55 km in the Strait of
Hormuz.

There are tens of international conventions
and protocols to protect the Persian Gulf marine
environment, however, despite the fact that the
Persian Gulf is of utmost importance economi-
cally, environmentally, and socially for the littoral
cities, there is no collective effort to safeguard its
marine life.

Some 60 percent of the world’s oil reserves are
in the Persian Gulf, and by building oil platforms
and complexes, and refineries around it, we have
provided the ground for the entry of oil, chemi-
cals, and sewage into the water.

More than 10,000 ships pass through the Per-
sian Gulf and the Sea of Oman annually, 75 per-
cent of which are related to the transportation of
crude oil and petroleum products.

The discharge of various waste materials such
as engine washing water, sewage, and ship bal-
ance water has exacerbated the pollution in the
Persian Gulf.

D ISNA / Majid Khahi

Carbon footprint is another damage done to
aquatic environments, so the more carbon the
water absorbs, the more acidic it becomes.

The results of an 8-year study show that
changes in the pH of the aquatic environment
have led to complex changes in the food chain
and cause damage to aquatic animals whose
exoskeleton is made of carbonates, such as star-
fish, oysters, and butterflyfish, and result in the
instability of the shells of these organisms.

Iran, Bahrain, Iraq,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates are
ROPME member
states.

In recent years, the increase in water tempera-
ture in the Persian Gulf, along with the tensions
caused by unstable development activities in the
important water area, both on the north coast
and especially on the part of the southern neigh-
bors who have less adherence to the principles
of environmental protection, have caused signif-
icant damages to the corals of the Persian Gulf.

Indian Ocean marine environment

In February, the third phase of the workshop
series on the effects of climate on the Indian
Ocean marine environment was held in Tehran.

The Indian Ocean Rim Association Region-
al Centre for Science and Technology Transfer
(IORA RCSTT), the Iranian Research Organization
for Science and Technology (IROST), the Iranian
National Institute for Oceanography and Atmo-
spheric Sciences (INIOAS), and the Regional Edu-
cation and Research Centre on Oceanography for
West Asia are holding the workshop.

The Indian Ocean Rim Association is an in-
ter-governmental organization that was estab-
lished on March 7,1997.

The effects of climate change on the environ-
ment of the Indian Ocean and the introduction
of measures taken to reduce the effects of cli-
mate change are discussed during the three-day
event, IRNA reported.

The aim of the workshop is to enhance the
knowledge of Member States and share infor-
mation on the impacts of climate change on the
marine environment.

Foreign university students hold
graduation ceremony

Some 1,200 foreign nationals studying at the Islamic Azad University held a graduation cer-

emony on Wednesday, June 14.

Anumber of foreign ambassadors and officials attended the ceremony.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Whoever delights his/her parents, has delighted Allah and the one who
displeases them has displeased Allah.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times) Noon:12:05 Evening: 19:44 Dawn: 3:02 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 4:48 (tomorrow)

What'’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting
* An exhibition of paintings by Zahra Shafi’ is underway at
Yafteh Gallery.
The exhibition named “Infertile Field” will run until July 17 at the

gallery located at 8 Talegani Dead End, Yarmohammadi St. in the
Darus Neighborhood.

* Paintings by Samaneh Hajabedi are currently on view in an
exhibition at Shokuh Gallery.

Entitled “Dreamlike Nature or a Nature-Like Dream”, the exhibit 2
will continue until June 21 at the gallery located at 19 Amir Nuri
Alley, North Salimi St. off Andarzgu Blvd.
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: * Zahra Nuri Zonuzi is displaying his latest painting collection in
G S ‘1 an exhibition at Delgosha Gallery.
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Drawing
*Hamid Arabi is showcasing his latest drawings in an exhibition
at Iranshahr Gallery.

The exhibit will run until June 30 at the gallery that can be
found at 69 Sepand St., off Karim Khan Ave.

Hamid Arabi Drawings () et (51 o [y

‘ Photo

* Silk Road Gallery is playing host to an online exhibition of
photographs by Saeid Afrukhteh.

TheexhibitwillrununtilJuly17athttp://www.silkroadartgallery.
com.

* Rischee 29 Gallery is currently playing host to an exhibition of
photos by Amin Nadi.

The exhibition will be running until July 5 at the gallery located
at 31 Aqabozorgi St. in the Elahieh neighborhood.

Sculpture
* Sculptures by Homa Tavakkoli are currently on display in an
exhibit at Jaleh Gallery.
Entitled “Impossible”, the exhibition runs until June 26 at the

gallery located at No. 3, Noshahr Alley, Iranshahr St., Karim Khan
Ave.

Multimedia
* Artists in different media, including Nazila Tabrizi, Roya
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Asgari, Mina Akbari, Laleh Otadi, Morvarid Sharaf and Parastu Sl AN oylgd 1 souiiE 13
Zareipur, are displaying their latest artworks in an exhibition at S
Ehsan Gallery. 'l’ ;ﬁ,ﬁ
The exhibit will run until June 20 at the gallery located at No. 22, ",.,U__."L‘:;,
East 14th St. in the Ajudanieh neighborhood. ".3-7‘3
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* An exhibition of artworks in various media by Fatemeh Joneidu,
Fatemeh Pishkhan, Baran Purabbas, Elaheh Panahi, Zahra Sadat
Hakim and Somayyeh Panahi is showcasing is currently underway
at Shamideh Gallery.

The exhibit titled “We” will run until June 30 at No. 8, 1st Dead
End off Sanjabi St. near Madar Square.
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* An exhibition of artworks in different media by Kusha Musavi,
Farzaneh Mohammadi, Masud Majzubi, Shahria Qarai, Maryam
Farshad, Foad Farahani, Saba Arabshahi and Sadaf Hesamian is
currently underway at Didar Gallery.

The exhibition will run until July 7 at the gallery located at 10
Mobini Alley, Mofatteh St.
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Iran to establish cultural centers
in Venezuela, BraZ|l

TEHRAN - Iran announced on
Thursday a plan to set up cultural
centers in Venezuela and Brazil.

“Organizing cultural days in
Venezuela and other countries in
Latin America is one of the topics
that will be pursued by the centers,’
Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Mohammad-Mehdi
Esmaeili said in a Press release.

He was a member of a delegation
that  accompanied  President
Ebrahim Raisi on a visit to Venezuela
last week.

“n a meeting with the
Venezuelan Culture Minster,
Ernesto Villegas Poljak, we signed
several agreements, including a
memorandum of understanding
which is a roadmap to cultural
relations between the two countries
for five years and MOUs outlining
media cooperation and relations
between the national libraries of the
countries,” Esmaeili said.

Based onanagreement signed last
week, an Iranian cultural delegation
will attend the International Book
Fair of Venezuela (FILVEN), which will
take place in Caracas in November.

Inaddition, an Iranian cultural days
event will be organized concurrently
with the book fair.

Esmaeili also said that the Spanish
section of the National Library and
Archives of Iran will be developed by
Venezuela and Iran also will do the
same about the Persian section of

Venezuelan Culture Minster Ernesto Villegas Poljak and the Iranian Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, Mohammad-Mehdi Esmaeili, pose after signing a memorandum of understanding in Caracas,

Venezuela on June 13, 2023.

Venezuela's national library.

Based on an agreement, a team
of Iranian experts will be dispatched
to Venezuela to discuss a plan for
investment in paper manufacturing.

“Due to Iran’s capacity to
manufacture quality paper and the
South American market’s need for
paper, the two countries are eager
to cooperate in this field and it would
seem to be a good investment for
Iran,” Esmaeili said.

He said that the two countries
have also agreed to jointly produce
a feature film about the story of
fuel shipments by Iranian tankers to
Venezuela.

n 2020, Iran sent oil tankers to
Venezuela amid the United States
sanctions against both countries.
The first tanker from a flotilla of
five loaded with cargoes of Iranian
fuel reached Venezuela's exclusive
economic zone on May 23.

The Venezuelan and Iranian
culture ministers have held several
meetings over the past six months.

The first was in March when
Esmaeili visited Caracas to attend
the International Fair of Venezuelan-
[ranian Culture and Friendship.

On his part, Villegas Poljak also
visited Tehran in May to launch
a Persian translation of his book
“April, Inside the Coup” at the Tehran
International Book Fair.

Critic to analyze “Attorney and the Issue of Conscience” in Lumet’s “The Verdlct”

TEHRAN - Iranian critic Yashar Nurai will
review Sidney Lumet’s 1982 legal drama
“The Verdict” at the Iranian Artists Forum on
Monday.

Also a lawyer, Nurai will analyze the topic
“Attorney and the Issue of Conscience” in a
session, which will be held after a screening
of the filmat 5 pm.

The forum will organize the session with
contributions from the National Union of Bar
Associations of Iran.

David Mamet adapted the film from Barry
Reed’s 1980 novel of the same name.

The film follows Frank Galvin, a down-
on-his-luck alcoholic lawyer who accepts a
medical malpractice case to improve his own
situation, but discovers along the way that he
is doing the right thing.

The film received nominations at the
Academy Awards in five categories, including
Best Picture, Best Director, and Best Actor in

a Leading Role (Paul Newman).

“The Verdict” garnered critical acclaim and
box office success.

Rotten Tomatoes gives the film an approval
rating of 89 percent, with an average rating
of 7.8/10, based on 36 reviews.

The website’s critics’ consensus reads,
“Paul Newman is at the peak of his powers
as an attorney who never lived up to his
potential in ‘The Verdict’, supported by David
Mamet’s crackling script and Sidney Lumet’s
confident direction.”

Metacritic, which uses a weighted average,
assigned the film a score of 77 out of 100,
based on 17 critics, indicating “generally
favorable reviews”.

In a poll of 500 films held by Empire
magazine, it was voted 254th Greatest Movie
of all time.

In 2013, the Writers Guild of America
ranked the screenplay #91 on its list of the

Paul Newman in “The Verdict”
by Sidney Lumet.

“101 greatest screenplays ever written”.

The film opened in 3 theaters in New York
City and grossed $143,265 in its first 5 days.
The following weekend it expanded to 615
screens and grossed $2,331,805, finishing
seventh for the weekend, and went on to
gross $54 million.

Ingmar Bergman’s book “Images: My Life in Film” published in Persian

TEHRAN - “Images: My Life
in Film” by Swedish filmmaker
Ingmar Bergman has recently
been published in Persian by
Cheshmeh.

Goli Emami is the translator of
the book first published in 1990.

In this book, Bergman presents
an intimate view of his own
unique body of work in film.

His career spanned forty
years and produced more
than fifty films, many of which
are considered classics: “The
Seventh Seal”, “The Virgin Spring”,
“Persona”, “Smiles of a Summer
Night”, “Wild Strawberries”, and

e

M-.Jﬁ.»umz
g

o am pdy ut
ErT

Front cover of the Persian
edition of Ingmar Bergman’s
book “Images: My Life in Film’”.

“Fanny and Alexander”, to name
but a few.

When Bergman began this book,
he hadnot seen most of hismovies
since he made them. Resorting to
scripts and working notebooks,
and especially to memory, he
comments brilliantly and always
cogently on his failures as well as
his successes; on the themes that
bind his work together; on his
concerns, anxieties and moments
of happiness; on the relationship
between his life and art.

Readers are allowed a glimpse
of the inner workings behind
his well-known masterpieces:

his anxiety and pain as he
edited a 312-minute “Fanny
and Alexander” for a three-
hour feature film release; his
attempt to reconcile the towering
figures of his parents with “Wild
Strawberries”.

He relates his own starkly
honest view of his great triumphs
and quiet failures.

More clearly than ever before,
“Images” allows us to listen to
his “voice of genius”, Woody Allen
wrote in a preface to this book.

Allen calls Bergman the finest
filmmaker of his lifetime and “a
born spinner of tales.”

Persian art and art collections in France

Part5

The Musée Adrien Dubouché in Limoges
has some interesting pieces of Persian
ceramics including a galyan base in the shape
of a cat, made in Kerman in the 17th century
and a large vase with polychrome decoration
(Kerman, late 17th century).

Many other regional museums own
oriental objects; they are mostly badly
catalogued and seldom on display (Musee
Granet in Aix-en-Provence, Musée Grobet-
Labadié in Marseille, Musée d’Art et d’Histoire
de Narbonne, among others).

Rarely displayed, the collections of Islamic
art in the French central regions are unknown
to the public; moreover, the history of the
provenance and acquisition of their pieces
are poorly documented.

Arms and weapons, mainly Qajar, are
probably best represented inthese collections:
Rochebrune, (Nantes, Musée Dobrée), Walh-

Offroy (Chateaudun, Musée des beaux-arts
et d’histoire naturelle) and Mangin (Chartres,
Musee des beaux-arts).

There is also some Safavid bronze, such as
a series of candlesticks in Nantes, and a large
basin in Dijon’s Musée des Beaux-Arts. As for
ceramics, Chalon-sur-Saone keeps a beautiful
Soltanabad cup, and two Kubachi plates are
preserved in Chateaudun. There is a collection
of pottery-shreds collected by Cugnin, housed
in the Tessé museum in Le Mans.

Some small provincial museums hold
interesting surprises in store: the Musee
Duplessis in Carpentras owns four superb
Qajar paintings (unpublished) given to the
painter Jules Laurens by the newly crowned
Nasser ad-Din Shah in 1848.

Laurens, a native of Carpentras, was the
illustrator for the scientific mission led by
Xavier Hommaire de Hell; the drawings
illustrating his travels were published in 1859.

The Qajar paintings, along with some of his
own compositions (including two entitled “The
Ashraf Gardens,” and “The Roofs of Isfahan”)
were donated to his native city after his death.

Other provincial collections, such as the
Maison de Pierre Loti, in Rochefort, are not
arranged as museums. The house has been
preserved intact, in the way it was left by the
famous travel writer.

It contains an impressive quantity of objects
from his numerous travels, including some
Persian 19th century tiles (kahshis), carpets,
and weapons (a detailed catalogue of this
collection is yet to come).

Private collections and art market: Persian
and Islamic art in general do not seem to have
interested private collectors before the 19th
century.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.

To be continued.
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