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The Belarusian president’s press office reported on Saturday that Yevgeny Prigozhin has accepted a proposal to 
stop the activities of the Wagner movement inside Russia and to take further steps to de-escalate tensions.
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Tehran disputes U.S. 
allegation Russia used Iranian 
drones in Ukraine war

TEHRAN- The latest allegation leveled by the 
United States and its allies regarding Russia’s 
deployment of Iranian drones in the Ukraine 
war has been refuted by Iran’s permanent 
representative to the UN.

The mission said in a statement on Friday 
that the anti-Iran allegations are meant to sway 
Antonio Guterres’ six-month periodic report 
to the UN on the implementation of Security 
Council Resolution 2231. Iran and Russia allegedly 
increased their military collaboration, according 
to a joint statement made at the Security Council 
Stakeout on Friday by the U.S. ambassador to the 
UN, Linda Thomas-Greenfield.

Thomas-Greenfield claimed Russia has not 
only procured hundreds of ‘Mohajer’ and ‘Shahed’ 
series unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) from Iran 
in clear violation of Resolution 2231, but it is also 
now working with Iran to produce the weapons 
inside Russia.  Page 2

Iran’s monthly crude 
steel output up 8.8% 
yr/yr: WSA

TEHRAN – The World Steel Association 
(WSA), in its latest annual report, announced 
that the production of crude steel in Iran rose 
8.8 percent in May 2023, from May 2022.

The report said that Iran produced 3.3 mil-
lion tons of crude steel in May of this year.

Iran’s crude steel production also in-
creased by 2.2 percent to 13 million tons in 
the first five months of 2023, as compared 
to the same period of time in the past year.

The Iranian Steel industry has been con-
stantly developing over the past years 
against all the pressures and obstacles 
created by outside forces like the U.S. sanc-
tions and the coronavirus outbreak that has 
severely affected the performance of the 
world’s top producers.

In early February, the WSA reported that 
Iran’s crude steel production  Page 4

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- President Vladimir 
Putin on Saturday accused 
the Russian Wagner group 
of “treason” and warned of 
“harsh” response. 

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the 
head of the Russian Wagner 
contractor group fighting in 
Ukraine, has turned his back 
against Moscow. 

The Wagner group is a Rus-
sian armed forces unit that 
had acted under the orders of 
President Putin.

In a live televised address, 
Putin said that any “armed 
mutiny” amounts to treason, 
and that anyone who takes up 
arms against the Russian mil-
itary would be severely pun-
ished, while branding actions 

by Wagner as a “stab in the 
back”. 

This comes as Prigozhin, 
whose forces has been fight-
ing in Ukraine, said he has sent 
a convoy to Russia to topple 
the military leadership.

The Wagner group forces led 
the battle for Bakhmut, which 
proved to be the longest and 
bloodiest battle in the Ukraine 
war, so the combat effective-
ness of Wagner fighters was 
not as strong as other Rus-

sian units that captured eth-
nic Russian speaking cities in 
Ukraine much more quickly.

Prigozhin, who for a while 
now, has not seen eye to eye 
with high-ranking Russian 
military officials, alleges a 
large number of his forces 
had been killed by a Russian 
air strike. He has not provid-
ed any evidence to back up 
his claims.

Analysts say it may have 
been a mistake to keep the 
Wagner group in the war. Ex-
perts say Prigozhin is most 
likely vying for the top mili-
tary command in Russia. This 
would not be an easy task as 
President Putin retains the 
support and trust of massive 
military brigades.  Page 5

‘The Wagner Group’ rebels against the Kremlin and Putin promised severe punishment

Iran FM supports 
rule of law in Russia 

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian has noted that Tehran 
backs the rule of law in the Russian Federa-
tion in the wake of a mutiny led by the chief 
of the Wagner group.

In a phone conversation between the 
Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov, 
and Amir Abdollahian on Saturday, they dis-
cussed the latest state of bilateral relations 
as well as developments related to the situ-
ation in some regions of Russia. 

During the conversation, Iran’s top diplo-
mat supported the rule of law in all coun-
tries, including Russia, as he slammed any 
foreign interference in the internal affairs of 
the countries. 

He also affirmed that Moscow will pass 
from such a critical stage.

Lavrov, for his part, emphasized the full 
application of the rule of law on the territo-
rial integrity, adding that Russia will handle 
the situation promptly while referring to the 
statements of the Russian president. 

Additionally, the Russian top diplomat 
went on to gauge the high-level relations 
between the two countries and emphasized 
the pursuit of bilateral agreements. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Ka-
naani also said the recent developments in 
Russia were a domestic issue.

He also said that Tehran supports the rule 
of law in Russia in the wake of Wagner rebel-
lion.

Tehran calls for 
regional dialogue 
mechanism

TEHRAN- Iran’s foreign minister has ad-
vocated for the formation of a cooperative 
framework for consultation and cooperation 
among Persian Gulf countries.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian stressed the 
need for the creation of a shared platform 
for communication and collaboration among 
the Persian Gulf nations in a post on his Ins-
tagram account on Friday.

“All of our nations have a right to a better, 
safer, and more affluent future, and the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is resolved to increase 
its efforts in this direction,” he added.

“Given the importance of neighbors in the 
foreign policy of our country and in order to 
strengthen the policy of neighborliness of 
the 13th administration, shortly after host-
ing the Saudi foreign minister and the fruit-
ful talks in Tehran, I headed for the 4 coun-
tries of Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates in the south of the Persian 
Gulf,” Iran’s top diplomat underlined. 

Amir Abdollahian also noted, “Negotia-
tions with the senior authorities and my col-
leagues in these nations were really fruitful 
and productive, and they looked hopeful for 
all of the nations in the crucial north and 
south of the Persian Gulf.”  Page 2
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Yevgeny Prigozhin (L) was Putin’s chef before forming Wagner’s mercenaries.

In a dramatic development, the Russian army has been deployed to 
the entrances of Moscow to confront the  Wagner group. 

UK returns smuggled 
ancient artifact to Iran

TEHRAN – The Iranian embassy in London has received 
a smuggled relief of a bearded man believed to originate 
from the Sassanian Empire (ca 224 – 651 CE).

In a message on his Twitter account on Friday, Seyed 
Mahdi Hosseini Matin, the chargé d’affaires of Iran to 
the UK, said the ancient relief has been delivered to Iran 
embassy in London and will be returned to Iran soon, 
IRNA reported.

The legal ownership of this precious ancient work is 
now transferred [from the UK National Crime Agency] to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the envoy said.

This smuggled statue of a Sassanid soldier is handed 
over to the embassy after proving that it belongs to Iran, 
and after it was displayed on loan at the British Museum 
for three months, Hosseini Matin explained.  Page 6

Let the Cooks Just Cook

Three main scenarios 
surrounding the 
Wagner mutiny 

By Ali samadzadeh
There are three scenarios about the rebellion of 

Wagner’s forces against the Russian army:
1- A possible deception plan by the Russian intelli-

gence apparatus with the aim of diverting and draining 
the power and energy of enemy intelligence organi-
zations as well as rival countries. In this case, the dif-
ference in the media narrative will deepen, some local 
operational tension will intensify, but from a functional 
point of view, the tension will not elevate to a strategic 
level.

2- Loyalty is what separates the Wagner unit and 
the Minister of Defense and the Chief of General Staff 
of the Russian Army. The former turned out to be fake, 
the latter is real. In this case, based on the Russian ap-
proach and security-defense strategy, Prigozhin and 
his loyalists will be dealt with gradually but decisively.

3- A NATO-backed intelligence operation with the 
aim of disintegrating and weakening Russian forces. 
Prigozhin has coordinated with a foreign party. In this 
context, Wagner’s declared dispute is about greater 
loyalty to Russia, the effectiveness and efficiency of 
existing Russian defense and security approaches. Any 
relationship with a Russian adversary will not flourish 
because it will highlight betrayal to Russia in alliance 
with an enemy. This will lead to the collapse among the 
ranks of Wagner’s forces. Part of NATO’s goal will be 
achieved, but at the end of the day, it will consolidate 
Russia’s defense and security superiority.

The important point is that Wagner, which is strongly 
dependent on the Russian defense sector, at least in 
the field of ammunition and logistics in the battlefield, 
will not be able to resist the Russia’s powerful military.
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Tehran disputes U.S. allegation Russia used Iranian drones in Ukraine war

From page 1   The U.S. diplomat stated that 
she issued the joint statement on behalf of the 
U.S., France, the United Kingdom, Albania, and 
Ukraine.

Iran’s diplomatic mission responded to the 
accusation by saying that since the alleged na-
tions have not forced the secretariat to comply 
with their “illegal” demands regarding the drone 
issue, they are instead trying to sway the six-
month periodic report through organized letters 
and “political show.”

It said the pressure on the UN Security 
Council not to examine the report in due time 
this month during the presidency of the United 

Arab Emirates and to postpone it to the next 
month under Britain’s presidency “clearly re-
veals their biased goals.”

Iran, according to the mission, “repeatedly 
announced in a clear manner that it is not in-
volved in the war and that this war cannot have 
a winner or a loser.”

The statement went on to add that all actions 
should be taken to put an immediate stop to 
the crisis in Ukraine and address its underlying 
causes in order to create a lasting peace.

The most recent accusation was made in rela-
tion to a report by the UN head on Iran’s fulfill-
ment of Resolution 2231, which was adopted in 
2015 as a component of the nuclear agreement.

Until October 2023, the resolution forbids 
nations from obtaining drones and ballistic mis-
siles from Iran with a range greater than 300 
kilometers and a payload greater than 500 kg.

Russia and Iran have both vehemently refuted 
allegations that Tehran sent Moscow drones to 
use in the conflict in Ukraine.

In July 2022, U.S. National Security Advisor 

Jake Sullivan made the first anti-Iran claims, 
saying purportedly that Washington had 
“information” indicating that the Islamic Re-
public was getting ready to give Russia “up 
to several hundred drones, including weap-
ons-capable UAVs on an expedited timeline” 
for use in the conflict.

Russia denies “groundless” claims by the 
West

Vasily Nebenzya, Russia’s permanent repre-
sentative to the UN, also said on Friday that the 
drone accusation against Iran was “completely 
without foundation.”

“It’s not the first time that we hear allega-
tions about us using Iranian drones in Ukraine. 
We categorically rejected it. These are baseless 
allegations and blatant attempts to deliberately 
mislead the international community,” the Rus-
sian diplomat said.

Nebenzya said that Russia expects the UN 
Secretariat “to strictly abide by its mandate 
and not to yield to pressure exerted by some 
states.”

From page 1   “The negotiations 
also signaled a ‘better, safer, and 
more prosperous future’ for the 
people who share such strong and 
enduring ties of kinship, friendship, 
and compassion,” he added. 

According to the website of the 
Foreign Ministry, he stressed that 
“the Islamic Republic of Iran be-
lieves that setting up a joint mech-
anism for dialogue and cooperation 
with the participation of all littoral 
states of the strategic region of the 
Persian Gulf is necessary and fruit-
ful more than ever before.”

While applauding the UN secre-
tary general’s initiative to convene 
a meeting of the foreign ministers 

from the region in New York, he con-
tinued, “To this end, we will put forth 

the idea of forming a ‘forum of dia-
logue and cooperation’ with the par-

ticipation of all the countries in the 
north and south of the Persian Gulf 
and we will also give the details in 
writing to all our southern neighbors 
in the near future.”

The Iranian foreign minister add-
ed, “A better, safer, and more afflu-
ent future is the shared right of all 
our nations, and Iran is resolved to 
intensify its efforts for this cause.”

The Iranian foreign minister 
also posted a tweet in Arabic, as 
stating, “The realization of growth 
and development in the region 
and a bright future for our future 
generations is not possible except 
through brotherhood, friendship 
and cooperation.”

TEHRAN- A Danish prosecu-
tor has finally filed an accusation 
against the knife-wielding attack-
er who broke into the Copenhagen 
premises of the Iranian embassy 
with the purpose to murder the 
ambassador last October.

According to a statement made 
public by the prosecutor’s office 
on Friday, the 33-year-old attacker 
has been charged with aggravated 
assault against Iran’s Ambassador 
Afsaneh Nadipour as well as caus-
ing property damage to the em-
bassy building and vehicles. 

The statement also stated that 
the charges have been accepted by 
Denmark’s justice minister.

On October 7, 2022, the attacker 
broke into the embassy’s grounds 
and charged the female Iranian 
ambassador with a knife, wounding 
a local employee of the diplomatic 
post who attempted to stop him.  

The attempted assault on Mrs. 
Nadipour was thwarted by an em-
bassy employee and the suspect 
was then arrested by the Copenha-

gen police and has since remained 
in custody, according to the prose-
cutor’s statement.

A very dangerous and utter-
ly unacceptable situation, based 
on the statement, would be for 
a foreign diplomat stationed in 
Denmark to be unable to fulfill 
official responsibilities without 
fear of physical attack. 

The diplomat would then be 
required by law to be under police 
protection.  

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian called the Iranian 
embassy in Copenhagen after the 
incident in October and expressed 
deep regret that a woman and an 

ambassador with diplomatic im-
munity would face such an assault 
in the heart of Europe without 
prompt police intervention.

The Iranian foreign ministry 
then summoned Denmark’s am-
bassador to Iran and delivered a 
formal protest for failing to up-
hold the Vienna Convention by 
providing protection for Tehran’s 
embassy and diplomats.

The envoy apologized on behalf of 
his nation and pledged to improve 
security at the Iranian embassy.

According to the Danish police, 
the nation’s security and intelli-
gence services will work with them 
to investigate the incident.  

TEHRAN- Khadijeh Karimi, director general for 
international affairs at Iran’s vice presidency for 
women and family affairs, has asserted that uni-
lateral sanctions from the West and brutal, illegal 
actions impede the advancement, expansion, and 
prosperity of women in a variety of fields.

Karimi made the remarks on Friday at the work-
ing group on discrimination against women and 
girls in the Swiss city of Geneva.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran believes in the in-
herent dignity of women, and articles 20 and 21 of 
the Iranian Constitution emphasize the equality of 
all men and women,” she noted.

Karimi also criticized Iran’s expulsion from the Com-
mission on the Status of Women (CSW), expressing re-

gret that the action was a glaring instance of discrimi-
nation against women, particularly Iranian women.

She continued by saying that the Islamic Republic 
has pursued the empowerment of women and girls 
with more vigor and seriousness in spite of such 
overt and illegal discrimination.

Despite the obstacles brought about by the un-
constitutional U.S. sanctions, Iranian authorities 
insist that their nation is devoted to empowering 
women and advancing their rights.

Addressing a UN meeting entitled “Women, Peace, 
and Security: Towards the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of 
Resolution 1325 (2000)” in New York in March, Zahra 
Ershadi, Iran’s Deputy Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations, said the Islamic Republic takes into 

account the “concerns voiced” by its women and girls 
and considers it as one of its “top priorities”.

Ershadi also said Iran believes that there is always 
room for “protecting and promoting women’s human 
rights.” The female diplomat said Iran has made “signif-
icant progress” in its efforts to empower women and 
will make endeavors to promote their status.

“We continue to work to empower Iranian women 
and girls and to ensure that their rights are upheld 
while actively taking into account the concerns voiced 
by our women and girls. This is one of our top priorities, 
and we’ll endeavor to make progress in it,” she said.

“Despite facing challenges, such as the inhumane 
unilateral sanctions imposed by the United States, Iran 
remains committed to promoting women’s rights and 

has made significant progress in empowering wom-
en,” Ershadi noted. 

She added, “Armed conflicts have devastating and 
disproportionate effects on women and girls, who are 
often the primary victims of violence, displacement, 
and human rights abuses. They also face economic 

hardships, limited access to healthcare and education, 
and increased vulnerability and marginalization.” 

She said that “women and girls in Afghanistan have 
been severely impacted by recent ban restrictions and 
it is essential that the de-facto authorities in Afghani-
stan honor their obligations to ensure women’s access 
to education, work, and political participation.”

“In Palestine, foreign occupation is the most sig-
nificant threat to the security of Palestinian women 
and girls, particularly in Gaza, where they are the main 
victim of a long-standing blockade and Israeli regime 
bombing. The Council should compel the Israeli regime 
to end its occupation of Palestine, lift the inhumane 
blockade of Gaza, and stop its crimes against women 
and girls,” the female diplomat averred.

Attacker on the Iranian embassy in Denmark charged

Official cautions unilateral sanctions hinder women’s empowerment

In an analysis, Siasat-e-Rooz addressed the 
collapse of the opposition coalition and the re-
cent armed conflict between two armed sepa-
ratist Komalah wings. It said: As the activities 
of the signatories to the so-called solidarity 
charter of Georgetown - who are campaigning 
under the slogan of “woman, life, freedom” - 
ended in disgrace, their separatist counter-
parts, the Komalah wings (Kurdistan Toilers 
and Kurdistan Revolutionary Toilers) have also 
been engaged in bloody fights with each other. 

Shargh: Is the war in Ukraine more im-
portant than JCPOA?

In an interview, Shargh discussed Iran’s 
recent negotiations with the West. It wrote: 
Against the efforts to revive the JCPOA agree-
ment, some analysts say the Europeans as-
sess the continued war in Ukraine and the 
claims of Iran’s support for Russia as more 
important and sensitive than the JCPOA. In 
this context, Hossein Dolatabadi, an interna-
tional analyst, in his interview with Shargh, 
views last week’s meetings between Euro-
pean and Iranian diplomats, one in Doha and 
one in Abu Dhabi, as a proof that the war in 
Ukraine is more important for them than the 
JCPOA. He said: “The Europeans are trying to 
allay their concerns with Tehran, especially re-
garding the war in Ukraine, in parallel with the 
more serious behind-the-scenes negotiations 
of the Americans with Iran. They are trying to 
urge Tehran in every possible way to reduce 
or stop its support for Russia with a series of 
sanctions, threats, negotiations, and applying 
the carrot and stick policy. The effort to re-
duce Tehran’s support for Moscow is import-
ant to the extent that the Europeans consider 
any agreement, either in the form of revitaliz-
ing the JCPOA or signing new agreements, as 
dependent on settling this issue.”

 Iran: Increasing internal disputes in America
In a commentary, the Iran newspaper dis-

cussed the latest negotiations between Ba-
gheri Kani and Enrique Mora in Doha. It wrote: 
These negotiations have increased the hope 

for an agreement between Iran and the West. 
At the same time, the signs of deescalating 
tension have emerged, such as France’s deci-
sion to ban the annual rally of the MKO in Par-
is, the exchange of prisoners and the release 
of billions of dollar worth of Iranian assets 
blocked in foreign banks. These are promising 
news which have both surprised and worried 
the Zionists and their supporters. Howev-
er, some opponents of Joe Biden in Congress 
have put the approval of a plan on their agen-
da based on which they will try to make the 
sanctions against Iran permanent, and there-
by prevent any possible agreement between 
Iran and the American government.

Ham Mihan: The opportunity to build rel-
ative trust

In an interview with Abdolreza Faraji Rad, 
a university professor and former diplomat, 
Ham Mihan addressed the issue of Iran-U.S. 
negotiations. Faraji Rad said: “Negotiations 
to reach an understanding (on the 2015 nu-
clear deal) are underway. They started about 
three months ago, and it includes a series of 
political and technical works as well as the 
issues of prisoners. I believe that it has pro-
gressed a little because America on the eve 
of the presidential elections wants to have an 
understanding with Iran rather than an agree-
ment so that it will not be forced to present 
it to Congress. The White House needs this 
understanding during the election campaign 
in order to state that it has prevented fur-
ther enrichment by Iran and Tehran’s move 
from acquiring nuclear weapons. Iran is also 
interested in reaching an agreement with the 
United States because it will exchange pris-
oners, will get its blocked funds unfrozen, 
its enrichment will be stopped at 60%, and 
the cooperation between Iran and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency will continue. 
This interim understanding will create a “rel-
ative” trust between the two parties and the 
mediators will be the guarantor to implement 
the content of “understanding”.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the Thursday’s Iranian newspapers.

The collapse of fake coalition

TEHRAN- In response to what it claims to be the 
provision of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to 
Russia in the conflict with Ukraine, the European 
Union has slapped sanctions on four Iranian entities.

As a part of the eleventh set of sanctions against 
Moscow over its protracted military campaign in 
the former Soviet republic, the restrictive measures 
were agreed by the Council of the European Union on 
Friday.

The Council added 87 more entities from var-
ious countries to the list of those “directly sup-
porting Russia’s military and industrial complex” 
in its operation in Ukraine, stating that “they will 
be subject to tighter export restrictions concern-
ing dual use goods and technologies.”

Four Iranian companies were on the list, which 
the Council claimed were “manufacturing un-
manned aerial vehicles (drones) and providing 
them to Russia,” alleging they were “involved in 
the circumvention of trade restrictions, and certain 
Russian entities involved in the development, pro-
duction, and supply of electronic components for 
Russia’s military and industrial complex.”

The Council of the European Union claimed that 
the entire 87 entities were “responsible for actions 

undermining or threatening the territorial integrity, 
sovereignty and independence of Ukraine.”

The stringent measures, the Council continued, 
“intended to strengthen existing EU sanctions and 
crack down on their circumvention.”

Officials in Moscow and Tehran have both vehe-
mently refuted allegations that Iran sent drones 
to Russia for use in the conflict in Ukraine.

In July of last year, U.S. National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan made the first anti-Iran allegations, 
claiming that Washington had “information” indi-
cating that the Islamic Republic was getting ready to 
give Russia “up to several hundred drones, including 
weapons-capable UAVs on an expedited timeline” 
for use in the conflict.

In November, Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian downplayed media speculation 
over Tehran’s purported backing for Russia in the 
Ukraine war, although he added that Tehran had giv-
en Moscow a small number of drones months before 
the conflict there.

Iran would not remain indifferent, Amir Abdol-
lahian further reassured, if it is shown that Russia 
employed Iranian drones in the fight, he added.

EU imposes fresh sanctions on four 
Iranian firms 

Tehran calls for regional 
dialogue mechanism

TEHRAN- The recent desecration of the Holy 
Quran in the occupied West Bank by illegal Israeli 
settlers has drawn intense condemnation from 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry.

Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani made 
the statements in a tweet on Friday, after a gang 
of settlers assaulted the village of Urif in the 
northern West Bank, south of Nablus.

The attackers then forced their way into a 
local mosque and vandalized it before ripping 
the pages of a copy of the Muslim holy book and 
throwing it into the street.

Such sacrilegious deeds, along with the Zi-
onists’ daily slaughter of defenseless Pales-
tinians, including women and children, and the 
destruction of Palestinian-owned structures, 
“shows that the bogus Israeli regime recog-
nizes no redlines in transgression upon and 
violation of religious sanctities and human 

rights,” Kanaani tweeted.

“Western governments’ silence and their 
concomitant support for the Zionists further 
embolden them in this savagery,” he added.

More than a dozen Palestinians have also 
perished this week as a result of violence per-
petrated by the Israeli military or armed Israeli 
settlers.

One of the victims was a Palestinian man who 
was slain on Wednesday near Turmus Ayya, in 
the north-central West Bank, when hundreds of 
settlers went on the rampage.

Locals said that 200 to 300 attackers were 
responsible for the terrible acts of violence 
against the villages, which included setting fire 
to Palestinian homes and other buildings.

Residents of the village described the events 
that took place that day as saying that “settlers 
shot at us, and when the police and the Israeli 

army arrived, they shot at us with rubber bullets 
and fired teargas.”

Hezbollah denounces disrespect to Quran

Hezbollah, the Lebanese resistance 
movement, issued a statement on Friday as 
well, denouncing the settlers’ staged mas-
sacres as well as their desecration of the 
Holy Quran.

The movement said that the settlers commit-
ted the atrocities while receiving full assistance 
from the cabinet of the usurper Israeli regime.

Additionally, it denounced settler violence as 
“a dangerous criminal act, which tramples upon 
all religious, human, and moral values.”

Acts of profanity against heavenly faiths were 
condemned by the movement as “a great insult 
to the Arab and Muslim ummah” and “the worst 
type of terrorism and racism that targets peo-
ple’s beliefs and devotions.”

Foreign Ministry censures Israeli settlers for insulting Quran



Iran edged by 
Netherlands: 2023 VNL
TEHRAN – Iran suffered a narrow 3-2 (16-25, 25-

16, 21-25, 25-17, 15-10) loss against the Netherlands 
in Week 2 of the 2023 Volleyball Nations League 
(VNL) on Saturday.

The Dutch captain Nimir Abdel-Aziz led the match 
with 27 points, while Amin Esmaeilnejad scored 21 
points for Iran. Behrouz Ataei’s men are scheduled to 
meet France on July 4 in Anaheim, the U.S. and will 
also meet Bulgaria (July 6), Argentina (July 8) and 
Cuba (July 9). 

The VNL Preliminary Phase will feature three 
weeks of competition, with each of the 16 teams 
playing 12 matches.

The eight best-ranked national teams in the 
Preliminary Phase will qualify for the Final Phase, 
which will be held in Gda?sk, Poland, from July 19-23 
– host country Poland are already guaranteed a spot.

Beiranvand 
undergoes surgery 
for facial injury
TEHRAN – Iran national football team goalkeeper 

Alireza Beiranvand underwent jaw surgery on 
Saturday. 

He needed surgery after being struck in the face 
in the final match of the 2023 CAFA Nations Cup in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan on Tuesday.

Team Melli won the title after edging past 
Uzbekistan 1-0.

Beiranvand has been sidelined for four weeks. 

The doctors wired his jaw shut at a hospital in 
Tehran. 

Iran overpower 
Philippines at 2023 
AVC Challenge Cup
TEHRAN - TEHRAN – Iran swept past the 

Philippines 3-0 (25-20, 25-13, 25-16) in the 2023 AVC 
Challenge Cup for Women on Saturday. 

Iran will play Australia on Sunday for the fifth 
place. The tournament has brought 11 Asian teams 
together in Gresik, Indonesia.

The 2023 Asian Women’s Volleyball Challenge Cup 
is the fourth edition of the Asian Women’s Volleyball 
Challenge Cup, an annual international volleyball 
tournament organized by the Asian Volleyball 
Confederation (AVC) with Indonesian Volleyball 
Federation (PBVSI).

The tournament is being held in East Java’s Tri 
Dharma Petrokimia Gresik Gymnasium, Indonesia 
from June 18 to 25.

Iran U17 Coach Abdi 
confident of beating 
Yemen
TEHRAN – Iran head coach Hossein Abdi is 

confident his boys can defeat Yemen in the AFC U17 
Asian Cup Thailand 2023 quarterfinal.

The match will be held at the Thammasat Stadium 
in Bangkok on Sunday.

Iran last reached the knockout stage when it 
finished runner-up to Iraq in 2016. The Central Asian 
side is unbeaten in the tournament, scoring eight 
goals and conceding once with their only blemish 
being a 0-0 stalemate against Qatar.

Despite finishing top of Group B, head coach 
Hossein Abdi refused to get carried away even 
after the impressive 2-0 win over Korea Republic on 
Matchday Three.

“We’re happy to reach the quarterfinals after a 
hard-fought match against Korea Republic,” said 
Abdi. “For our next match we will do the same, 
analyze our opponents and prepare our game 
plan accordingly. In this competition, priority is for 
the development of football, however, the team is 
confident of beating Yemen.”

Iran fielded the same starting line-up in their 
last two matches and Abdi said the coaching staff is 
doing its best to aid the players’ recovery.

“In terms of preparations, we are trying our best 
to help the players recover after the last game. We 
have a specific plan for every team and against Korea 

we only needed a point but we pushed for the victory.

“It will be no different against Yemen. We will 
certainly have a plan to overcome them,” he added.

“Most of our players have played across three 
matches and we have to manage not only their 
fitness but also their mental health as well.

The winner of the Iran-Yemen quarter-final will 
face the victors of the Japan-Australia tie in the 
semifinals, with the knockout stage to be decided by 
penalties if matches end in a stalemate at the end of 
regulation time. 

Davasari wins gold 
in Uzbekistan Open 
Weightlifting
TEHRAN - An Iranian Junior weightlifter Mehrab 

Davasari grabbed the gold medal in the 61kg 
category at the Central Asian Open U17 Weightlifting 
Championships underway in Uzbekistan.

Davasari lifted 139kg in the clean and jerk and 
claimed the gold medal in total with 247 kg.

In the snatch, the Iranian athlete lifted 108kg and 
stood in third place.

As the Uzbekistan Open is a single-medal event, 
only overall medals are awarded to the top finishers 
in each weight category. 

Iranians bag 
medals at Skating 
competitions in Italy
TEHRAN - Iranian girls grabbed two silver and 

bronze medals at the Roller International Speed 
Skating Track and Road Race in Italy.

Aynaz Abbasi snatched a silver medal and 
Niusha Nasiri gained a bronze medal in the skating 
competitions.The competitions kicked off in Italy’s 
L’Aquila on June 23rd.

The International Speed Skating Track and Road 
Race will close on Sunday.

Iranian women 
win five medals at 
Dragon Boat World 
Cup
TEHRAN - Iranian women’s Avash Persian Gulf 

team grabbed one gold and one silver medal on the 
last day of the 2023 ICF Dragon Boat World Cup in 
China to conclude its presence at the international 
sporting event with a total of five medals. 

The Iranian team, the champion of Iran’s Dragon 
Boat Premier League, represented the country in the 
event, which began on Wednesday.

Iranian women faced rivals in the finals of the 
10-person and 8-person 500-meter races and the 
10-person 2,000-meter competition.

In the 8-person 500-meter race, Avash Persian 
Gulf competed against the Philippines, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, and the first and second Chinese teams, and 
in the end, scored their first gold in the tournament.
The Iranian women’s team also competed against 
the other five teams in the 8-person 500-meter 
race and finished as the runner-up. The Chinese 
teams grabbed the gold and silver in the race.

Iran’s women’s 
sitting volleyball 
team know rivals at 
Asia Zone
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s team are drawn in 

Group A of the 2023 ParaVolley Asia Oceania Zone 
Championships.

Iran, India, South Korea and Kazakhstan are in the 
same group.

Group B consists of China, Japan, Mongolia and 
Thailand. Iran’s men’s team have previously learned 
their opponents in the event.

Team Melli are in Group B along with India, China 
and South Korea. 

Hosts Kazakhstan, Japan and Iraq are in Group A.

The competition will be held in Astana, Kazakhstan 
from July 3 to 8.
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IRAN IN FOCUS
TEHRAN – People in Iran and the 

region will soon see the “positive 
effects” on the Raisi administration’s 
move in strengthening ties with 
neighbors, Tehran’s ambassador to 
Abu Dhabi told IRNA in an interview 
published on Saturday.

The remarks by Reza Ameri come 
as Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian concluded his tour of 
the southern Persian Gulf states 
of Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, and United 
Arab Emirates on Thursday.

Since Iran and Saudi Arabia 
established ties in March, positive 
developments have been taking 
place in the Persian Gulf and the 
wider region. 

The UAE which had reduced its 
diplomatic ties with Iran in 2016 
following an attack on the Saudi 
embassy in Tehran reinstated its 
ambassador to the Islamic Republic 
in August 2022.

“The two countries are determined 
to establish closer ties in view of 
developments in the region and the 
world,” Ambassador Ameri said.

In early April 2023, Iran also 
appointed Ameri as ambassador to 
the UAE.

“In this short time since I have 
taken the role of ambassador, I am 
noticing such a determination to 
‘strengthen ties’, therefore I see the 
future as promising and I like to insist 
that since the two countries have 

great potential to increase ties God 
willing, we will see good relations 
between the two countries,” the 
ambassador remarked. 

He went on to say that undoubtedly 
there are certain challenges, including 
problems that Iranian citizens in the 
UAE are facing. However, the diplomat 
added, efforts are underway to resolve 
problems of the citizens through the 
“good will of the two sides”. 

Before being name as 
ambassador to the UAE, Ameri had 
served as the director general of 
the Iranian expatriates office in the 
Foreign Ministry.

On the visit of Foreign Minister 
Amir Abdollahian’s visit to Abu Dhabi, 
Ameri said, “The official meeting of 
Dr. Amir Abdollahian to the United 
Arab Emirates is the result of efforts 
and the special attention of the 
government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to develop ties with the Emirates 

and this visit took place in line with the 
sitting administration’s policy to prop 
up relations with neighbors.”

He added Iran attaches great 
importance to strengthen relations 
with the UAE as one of the influential 
countries in the region. 

Amir Abdollahian held talks UAE 
President Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi on 
Thursday. In the meeting, Amir 
Abdollahian discussed “bilateral 
relations and ways to enhance 
cooperation”.

Amir Abdollahian also extended 
an invitation from President Ebrahim 
Raisi for Sheikh Mohammed to visit 
Iran, the Iranian Foreign Ministry said. 

He later met with his UAE 
counterpart, Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed. At the meeting Iran’s chief 
diplomat “the significance of 
establishing an international approach 
to multilateral action based on 

cooperation and partnership.”

Ambassador Ameri also said 
in his meetings with the UAE 
president and foreign minister, 
Amir Abdollahian insisted that 
the senior officials in Tehran seek 
development of ties with the 
Emirates in all areas. 

Tehran’s top diplomat to the UAE 
said Iran and the UAE have agreed 
to activate the joint economic 
commission in the near future.

The diplomat added, “We 
believe that these trips will 
certainly lead to the clarification 
of Iran’s views to other sides.”

On the prospects of economic 
and political ties, Ameri said, “I 
see the future as very promising 
and in line with the interests of 
the two countries.”

He added “definitely a precise 
plan” is needed for an effective 
cooperation as “we have great 
works” to do.

“With God’s willing these goals 
will be realized through the 
seriousness and efforts of the 
two sides.”

The ambassador went on to say that 
developing economic and commercial 
interactions and activating the private 
sectors in the two countries will 
receive due attention.

The UAE’s Dubai emirate has long 
being one of Iran’s main links to the 
outside world.

People in Iran, region will soon feel positive effects 
of government’s neighborhood policy: ambassador 

Iranian haj pilgrims travelled to 
evening prayers in Mecca’s Grand 
Mosque in a brand new bus this 
week, as reconciliation between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran led to 
improved services for the annual 
pilgrimage to Islam’s holiest sites, 
Reuters reported on Friday.

Sayid Mahdi, who will be in 
charge of around 2,800 Iranian 
pilgrims that will perform haj next 
week, said Saudi Arabia has been 
more cooperative in finding hotels 
for Iranians this year.

“We thank God that this is 
improving,” he said. “God willing 
we can offer better services to the 
pilgrims of the holy mosque.”

Saudi Arabia is preparing to 
host some 2.6 million pilgrims next 
week for the 2023 haj season after 
removing all COVID-19 restrictions 
for the first time since 2019. Iran’s 
official media said 87,550 of those 
will be Iranians.

Iran and Saudi Arabia agreed in 
March, in a deal brokered by China, 
to end a diplomatic rift following 
years of hostility that had fueled 
regional conflicts and made it 
sometimes difficult for Iranians to 
perform haj and umrah.

Umrah is another form of 
pilgrimage to Mecca which - unlike 
haj - can be carried out at any time 
of the year.

Iranian pilgrim Mohammed 
Hosseini landed in Mecca on 
Thursday, five days before the 
annual gathering starts, seeking 
to perform both umrah and haj in 
one trip.

“I am very happy that relations 
between the governments of Iran 
and Saudi Arabia are improving... 
This will improve Muslims’ travel 
to the house of God,” Hosseini 
said in his hotel lobby in Mecca, 
wearing the pilgrims’ white robes 
that symbolize purity and equality 
before God.

Haj, a once-in-a-lifetime duty for 
every able-bodied Muslim who can 
afford it, is a major source of income 

for Saudi Arabia from worshippers’ 
lodging, transport, fees and gifts.

Balloons and haj slogans in 
Farsi decorated the Al-Mozn 
hotel where Hosseini, and other 
pilgrims from the Iranian city of 
Shiraz, stayed in Mecca.

“Haj will be a Koranic evolution, 
Islamic convergence and defense 
of Al-Aqsa Mosque,” read one 
of the signs, referring to Islam’s 
third holiest shrine in Beit-ul-
Moqaddas (Jerusalem).

“I witnessed a very good Haj 
this year. We have come here in 
complete peace,” said Mojtabi 
Laliany, another Iranian pilgrim 
from Mahdi’s campaign.

Saudi-Iran thaw improves haj services for Iranian pilgrims: Reuters

By Syed Zafar Mehdi
Amid fierce clashes between the Albanian police 

and members of an anti-Iran terror cult on Tuesday 
at the Ashraf-3 camp near Manze, a small hill town 
west of Albania’s capital, one person was killed.

The clashes broke out after Albania’s anti-
corruption task force, in line with a court order, 
searched the headquarters of the MKO terror 
cult over its illegal political activities, according 
to reports.

Members of the cult confirmed the killing of 
Abdulwahab Faraji-Nejad, known by his nom de 
guerre ‘Commander Afshin’ or ‘Ali Mostashari’, but 
Albanian authorities denied police hand in it.

According to informed sources, the notorious 
terror ringleader and a close confidante of MKO 
leader Maryam Rajavi was killed in an insider 
attack to deflect attention from the group’s 
criminal activities.

Faraji-Nejad was a seasoned military 
commander of the terror cult who rose through 
the ranks after the MKO launched a de-facto war 
against the Islamic Republic in the early 1980s, 
backed by Western powers. He was, according 
to MKO watchers, introduced by Rajavi for his 
impressive terror resume.

According to Dr. Mohammad Mahboubi, a 
prominent Iranian historian who has followed the 
MKO terror cult closely for years, the slain terrorist 
held many important military positions in the group, 
including as a senior commander of Operation 
Forough Javidan (Mersad) when MKO terrorists 
backed by the Iraqi Baathist regime in July 1988 
attempted to capture Iran’s Kermanshah city.

In an interview with the Press TV website, Dr. 
Mahboubi said Faraji-Nejad was one of the senior-
most MKO commanders since the group’s inception 
and when it launched the war against the Islamic 
Republic after the 1979 revolution.

The defectors who escaped the clutches of 
the terror cult say Faraji-Nejad was known in the 
organization as someone who had a prominent role 
in at least 60 assassinations of Iranian officials, Dr. 
Mahboubi said, adding that his military status in the 
group was so exalted that he conducted workshops 
on guerrilla warfare and assassination operations at 

MKO bases in Baghdad and Kirkuk.

The slain MKO terror kingpin, the historian noted, 
was one of the senior commanders of Operation 
Forough Javidan (Mersad) and also participated in 
Morvarid Operation against Iraqi Kurds in Kirkuk.

“MKO members who were present in these two 
operations narrate horrible and shocking memories 
of his war crimes,” Dr. Mahboubi said. “For example, 
it is said that when the MKO captured 35 Iranian 
soldiers in the Forough Javidan Operation, the 
prisoners were thirsty and asked for water, but 
Faraji-Nejad, who was the field commander, instead 
of giving them water shot and killed all of them.”

Faraji-Nejad was the deputy chief of an MKO 
brigade during the operation, whose responsibility 
was to capture the border city of Sarpol-e-Zahab 
up till Karand, Dr. Mahboubi said, adding that this 
incident related to the capture of Karand has been 
narrated many times by MKO defectors.

For example, Samad Nazari, a former member of 
the terror cult who died in 2014, in his memoirs titled 
‘Footprint of the Devil’ has narrated this incident in 
meticulous detail.

Hadi Shabani, a driver of the head of the MKO 
Central Council at the time, also referred to it in an 
interview and said after two Iranian prisoners were 
martyred, MKO terrorists led by Faraji-Nejad piled 
their bodies on top of each other and took pictures 
of them.

Dr. Mahboubi further said the list of those 
assassinated by this dreaded MKO terrorist is not 
known publicly but those who defected, including a 
person named Majid Mohammadi, revealed that the 
criteria for assassinations were clear – those who 
sported beard and had shirt collar fully buttoned.

“Anyone with these two characteristics meant that 
he was either a soldier or a supporter of the Islamic 

Republic, that’s why we assassinated/bombarded 
him,” Mohammadi was quoted as saying.

On what the latest incident in Albania means for 
the future of this terror cult, which has already been 
battling an existential crisis, Dr. Mahboubi said it has 
exposed the shaky nature of the group.

After the incident, Albania’s interior ministry said 
the search operation at the MKO camp was legal 
and based on a court order, while top Albanian 
police official Muhamet Rrumbullaku said he was 
feeling “indignant and offended” that the terror cult 
members tried to obstruct the police.

Blader Cuci, Albania’s interior minister, denied 
MKO claims that Faraji-Nejad died due to police 
action and said authorities were awaiting the 
results of an autopsy.

“I guarantee that death was not caused by 
any action of the police forces,” he said at a news 
conference on Tuesday. “We paid all the necessary 
care not to create any incident with the residents 
within the camp.”

Viral videos online showed MKO members 
angrily clashing with the Albanian police and 
blocking their way as they tried to enter the 
cult’s highly fortified premises to expose illegal 
activities.

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani, reacting to the incident in Albania, said 
the “terrorist nature” of MKO will always make 
it a source of danger for any host country, which 
is why Iraq expelled it many years ago, hoping 
the Albanian government “will make up for its 
mistake”.

Interestingly, the US quickly distanced itself 
from the terror cult even though many top former 
and present American officials have been regularly 
hosted at the MKO headquarters in Albania.

The MKO terror cult was listed as a “terrorist” 
organization by both the United States and the 
European Union until a decade ago. Heightened 
tensions with Iran saw the terror group de-listed.

Meanwhile, French authorities have refused 
permission for this year’s MKO rally that was 
scheduled in Paris on July 1 following the clashes 
between MKO members and police in Albania.

MKO terror kingpin killed in Albania had blood of Iranians on his hands



TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial 
official, 30,000 tons of honey was produced 
in West Azarbaijan province, in the northwest 
of Iran, during the past Iranian calendar year 
1401 (ended on March 20).

Khosro Shahbazi, the head of the province’s 
Agriculture Department, said that about 24 
percent of honey produced in the country is 

produced in this province, and in addition to 
consumption in domestic markets, part of it 
is also exported to the Arab countries of the 
Persian Gulf.

West Azarbaijan is one of the provinces 
with a pleasant climate with green plains 
and foothills and a very high plant diversity 
with more than 1,500 plant species, and 
its summers are rich and favorable for 
beekeeping.

With a good annual growth of five percent 
in the beekeeping industry, this province has 
been able to rank first in the country in honey 
production in recent years, and its modern 
apiaries are increasing every day.

Based on the data released by the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), Iran is the third-largest producer of 
honey in the world.

TEHRAN - The International Energy Agency 
(IEA) has said in a recent report that Iran’s 
crude oil output has increased by about 
350,000 barrels per day (bpd) since the 
beginning of 2023 in spite of U.S. sanctions 
targeting the country’s oil sector.

“Despite tough financial restrictions, Iran 
managed to increase crude oil output by about 
130,000 bpd in 2022 to an average 2.55 million 
bpd, and by 350,000 bpd since the beginning 
of this year,” the IEA said in its latest report 
dubbed Oil 2023.

The report argued that Iran remains a 
“wildcard” for world oil markets, and if it is 
released from sanctions, production could 
ramp up gradually by roughly 900,000 bpd to 
reach the capacity of 3.8 million bpd.

Higher exports and domestic throughput 
have pushed Iranian crude production up to 
around 2.9 million bpd in May 2023, it added.

Last week, Bloomberg reported that Iran has 
been shipping the highest amount of crude in 
almost five years despite U.S. sanctions.

Bloomberg cited energy analysts as saying 
that Iran’s oil exports have surged to the 
highest level since the U.S. unilaterally re-
imposed sanctions on the country in 2018.

The crude shipments have doubled since 
last autumn to reach 1.6 million barrels a day 
in May, according to the report.

A Reuters report, also said on July 16, that 
Iranian crude shipments continued to rise in 
2023 with higher shipments to China, Syria, 
and Venezuela. The report quoted consultants, 
shipping data, and a source familiar with the 
matter.

A large chunk of Iran’s crude oil goes to 
China which is the world’s major importer of 
energy. Several European customers including 
Germany, Spain, and Bulgaria also imported 
oil from Iran.

The United States, under former president 
Donald Trump, abandoned the nuclear deal 
with the Islamic Republic, formally known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), in May 2018 and reinstated unilateral 
sanctions that the agreement had lifted.

Tehran’s oil exports have been limited 
since May 2018. However, the exports have 
risen steadily during the term of current U.S. 
President Joe Biden.

The crude exports exceeded 1.5 million bpd 
in May, the highest monthly rate since 2018, 

Reuters reported quoting Kpler, a major 
international tanker-tracking service.

The exports were roughly 2.5 million bpd 
in 2018, before the U.S. withdrawal from the 
2015 nuclear agreement.

Iran said in May it has boosted its crude 
output to above three million bpd. That’s about 
three percent of global supply and would be 
the highest since 2018, according to figures 
from the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC).

The Reuters report quoted analysts saying 
Iran’s production and exports have risen.

SVB International, a consultant, estimates 
crude production hit 3.04 million bpd in May, 
up from 2.66 million bpd in January. Exports 
of crude and condensate were 1.93 million bpd 
in May, according to the report.

“Sanctions are in place but perhaps they 
are not fully implemented or monitored,” said 
Sara Vakhshouri of SVB.

The recently published figures are the 
latest sign that U.S. sanctions on Iran have 
failed to cut the country’s oil revenues to zero, 
an objective frequently stated by former and 
current U.S. administration officials.

They also vindicate efforts by Iran in recent 
years to rely more on diplomatic and economic 
resources to circumvent U.S. sanctions rather 
than to submit to Washington’s pressure to 
scale back its nuclear, defense, and foreign 
policy programs in return for an easing of the 
sanctions.

In May, senior U.S. Republican Senator 
Lindsey Graham confessed to the 
ineffectiveness of the sanctions that have 
been unilaterally imposed on Iran.

Graham slammed the Biden administration 
for failing to stop Iran’s oil exports.

“Iranians are making more money under 
sanctions not less and China is the biggest 
reason we’re not doing a damn thing about it,” 
he reportedly said.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), drops 11,282 points to 

2.162 million on Saturday.

As reported, over 7.897 billion securities 
worth 54.362 trillion rials (about $130 million) 
were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. The 
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and 
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB). 

TEHRAN- The value of Iran’s 
export to India increased by six 
percent during the first four months 
of 2023, as compared to the same 
period of time in 2022, according 
to the data released by the Indian 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Iran’s export to India stood at 
$257 million in January-April 2023, 
while the figure was $242 million in 
January-April 2022.

India’s export to Iran fell 29 
percent from $631 million in the 
first four months of 2022 to $445 
million in the first four months of 
this year.

Based on the data previously 
released by the Indian Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, the value 
of Iran’s export to India increased by 
60 percent in 2022 as compared to 
the preceding year.

The Indian ministry put the worth 
of Iran’s exports to India at $653 
million in 2022, while the figure was 
$409 million in 2021.

As reported, petroleum products 
have been the major goods 
imported by India from Iran in the 
said months.

According to the mentioned data, 
the value of trade between Iran and 
India reached $2.5 billion in 2022, 
rising 48 percent from $1.693 billion 
in 2021.

During January-December 2022, 
India’s export to Iran also increased 
by 44 percent to stand at $1.847 
billion, while the figure was $1.284 
billion in 2021.

Rice was India’s major product 
exported to Iran in the said period 
during which the country shipped 
$1.098 billion worth of rice to the 
Islamic Republic.

Two weeks ago, the agricultural 
officials of Iran and India agreed 
to form a joint committee for 
agricultural cooperation between 
the two countries within the next 
three months, Mehr News Agency 
reported.

As reported, the agreement was 
reached in a meeting between 
Iran’s Deputy Agriculture Minister 

Mohammad Mehdi Borumandi and 
Secretary of India’s Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Ministry Manoj 
Ahuja in New Delhi.

Borumandi, who traveled to 
New Delhi to hold talks on the 
agricultural cooperation between 
Iran and India, met with his Indian 
counterpart to review the latest 
status of bilateral cooperation in 
the field of agriculture.

The officials also agreed to hold 
the first joint working group on 
agricultural cooperation between 
the two countries in the near future.

In the meeting, Borumandi 
stressed Iran’s readiness for 
cooperation in various fields 
including horticultural products, 
medicinal plants, combating plant 
pests, agricultural technologies, 
exchange of professors and experts, 
and cooperation between research 
institutions of the two countries.

He considered the removal of 
tariff barriers on agricultural 
trade as a necessity for the future 
expansion of relations.

Manoj Ahuja, for his part, 
highlighted the cultural and 
geographical affinities between 

the two nations and expressed 
his country’s readiness to develop 
agricultural relations with Iran.

Welcoming the fields proposed 
by the Iranian side for cooperation, 
the Indian official announced that 
the ban on the exports of kiwi to 
India, which had been temporarily 
prohibited since last year due to 
quarantine considerations, has 
been lifted.

The trade between Iran and 
India reached $510 million in the 
first quarter of the current year, 
according to the data released by 
India’s Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry.

According to the report, 
agricultural products and especially 
rice had the largest share in India’s 
exports to Iran. Rice accounted for 
63 percent of the total volume of 
exports, while fruits with $15 million, 
and tea with $10 million ranked 
second and third.

On Tuesday, Iran’s Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO) 
hosted a conference on introducing 
the opportunities and capacities of 
presence in the Indian market.

The conference was attended 
by officials from the two sides 
including the ambassadors of the 
two countries, board members 
of the chambers of commerce of 
Iran and India, and more than 300 
businessmen from both sides, the 
TPO portal reported.

The TPO Acting Head Mehdi 

Zeyghami, Iranian Ambassador 
to India Iraj Elahi, and India’s 
Ambassador to Tehran Rudra 
Gaurav Shresth were among the 
speakers at the conference.

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony of the event, Zeyghami 
pointed out that India is one of 
the main trade priorities for Iran, 
saying: “Considering the huge 
volume of India’s trade with the 
world, Iran has a small share, which 
should be increased.”

“Holding such conferences and 
workshops along with exchanging 
trade delegations can lead to the 
strengthening of business relations 
between the two countries and 
ultimately lead to the prosperity of 
trade,” he added.

Referring to the existing obstacles 
in the way of trade development 
with India, Zeyghami said: “Strict 
standards and high tariffs for 
Iranian agricultural products 
have caused these products to be 
smuggled to neighboring countries 
that have zero tariffs with India 
and then exported to India, which 
has caused damage to Iranian 
businessmen.”

Referring to TPO’s plan to 
revive idle trade agreements 
with other countries, the official 
said: “Free trade with Eurasia and 
preferential trade agreement with 
Indonesia have been concluded, and 
preferential trade agreements with 
other countries are being pursued, 
and we have the same seriousness 
regarding our preferential trade 
agreement with India.”

Further in the conference, Shresth 
referred to the history of cultural, 
political, and commercial relations 
between Iran and India and said: “We 
hope that holding such programs 
will lead to the development of 
commercial relations between the 
two countries.”

Pointing to the existing obstacles 
in the way of the expansion of trade 
relations between India and Iran, he 
said: “Solutions have been found to 
overcome the obstacles, especially 
in financial and banking issues.”

From page 1   increased by 
eight percent in 2022 when the 
production by the world’s top 
64 steelmakers declined by 4.2 

percent.

Iran was ranked first among 
the world’s top steel producers 
in terms of production growth in 
the previous year.

Based on the WSA data, Iran 
produced 30.6 million tons of 
crude steel in the mentioned 
year.

Meanwhile, WSA stated that 
crude steel production by the 
world’s top 64 producers fell 4.2 

percent to stand at 1.787 billion 
in 2022.

Production by Europe’s major 
steel producers also declined 
significantly last year so that 
Germany’s production declined 
by 8.4 percent, Italy experienced 
negative growth of 11.6 percent, 
France’s output declined by 
13.1 percent, Spain registered a 
negative 19.2 percent growth 
and the UK a 15.6 percent decline 
in steel production.

According to the World Steel 
Association, Iran was the world’s 
10th top steel producer over the 
past two years, after countries 
like China, India, Japan, and 
Russia.

The country is expected to 
climb to seventh place among 
the world’s top steel producers 
by the Iranian calendar year 1404 
(March 2025).

TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s Securities and 
Exchange Organization (SEO) Majid Eshqi has said 
his organization’s current priority is to attract 
capital for the country’s private sector, IRNA 
reported.

“Our approach in the capital market is to create 
the basis for the active presence of the private 
sector in the market to attract the financing 
they need to achieve their economic goals,” Eshqi 
stated.

According to the official, if there is continuous 
communication between the private sector and 
the capital market the country’s economy will be 
transformed.

Touching upon the activities of the Iran 
Mercantile Exchange (IME), the SEO head noted: 
“Our policy in the Iran Mercantile Exchange is 
also not just creating competition but we seek to 

provide suitable solutions for the development 
of activists in this important field in the country.”

Eshqi had earlier said that SEO will formulate, 
implement and monitor its policies and 
programs including supporting investors, 
creating a transparent, efficient, and equitable 
market, and reducing inclusive risk based on the 
market’s broad objectives.

Outlining SEO’s main strategies in the 
current year, Eshqi said: “The first strategy is 
to use modern mechanisms to increase public 
monitoring of the entities offering shares in the 
market; the second strategy will be to develop 
regulatory tools in a preventive manner and in 
line with market development.”

According to the SEO head, the third strategy 
is to amend the market’s rules and regulations 
to increase justice and accountability, while 

the fourth strategy will be strengthening 
the medium- and small-scale level financing 
through new mechanisms.

Facilitating the processes and developing 
the infrastructure for attracting and managing 
capital in the market, along with engineering the 
media mechanism to provide the shareholders 
with up-to-date information are the fifth and 
sixth strategies, the official said.

The last strategy is to re-engineer the new 
generation of technical infrastructure with the aim of 
increasing security, sustainability, and ease of access.

Eshqi further noted that based on the strategies 
mentioned above, which have been developed 
taking into account the most important challenges 
of the capital market, various programs have been 
prepared.

TEHRAN – Heads of Iran’s chambers 
of commerce have called for unity and 
cooperation among the government, 
the private sector, and the parliament 
(Majlis) for curbing inflation and 
ensuring economic growth.

In a statement published by 
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, 

Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA), the heads of the provincial 
chambers of commerce across 
the country have also expressed 
their support for the newly elected 
members of the ICCIMA board of 
directors, underlining the necessity 
of such unity as the country’s 
seventh National Development Plan (2022-2026) is being prepared.

“Today, a new chapter is going to 
begin for cooperation, effort, and 
empathy among economic operators 
and the government authorities, at 
the provincial and national levels, to 
realize the goal of curbing inflation 
and supporting production,” the 
statement said.
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30,000 tons of honey produced in West 
Azarbaijan in a year

Iranian oil output increases by 350,000 
bpd since March: IEA

TEDPIX drops 11,000 points on Saturday

Iran’s monthly crude steel output up 8.8% yr/yr: WSA

‘SEO mainly focuses on funding private sector projects’

Heads of Iran’s chambers call for unity among govt., 
private sector, Majlis

Iran’s export to 
India increases 
60% in 2022.

Export from Iran to India rises 6% in 4 
months on year



From page 1   However, the 
concern is that some Russian soldiers 
may be influenced by the Wagner 
chief’s rhetoric and join his ranks. 
This could form some internal division 
that Putin has warned against, and at 
a time that Russia is fighting a proxy 
war with NATO.

Prigozhin has also vowed to stop 
the “evil” of the military leadership, 
again without offering any explanation 
either.

That has sparked curiosity in 
Moscow that Prigozhin may now be on 
the payroll of a third party.

The Russian Defense Ministry 
issued a statement saying Prigozhin’s 
accusations “do not correspond 
to reality and are an informational 
provocation”.

In a series of audio messages on 
his social media platform, Prigozhin 
said, “Those who destroyed our lads, 
who destroyed the lives of many tens 
of thousands of Russian soldiers, will 
be punished. I ask that no one offer 
resistance.” Again, no evidence was 
given. 

Russia’s FSB Security Service 
had opened a criminal case against 
Prigozhin, dismissing his claims and 
calling on the Wagner private military 
company forces to ignore any of his 
orders and arrest him.

The Wagner forces have entered 
Russia and taken control of Rostov-
on-Don, a city near the border with 
Ukraine.

Local Russian officials said a 
military convoy was seen on the main 
motorway linking the southern part of 
European Russia, bordering Ukraine, 
and warned local residents to avoid it. 
Prigozhin says his forces will head to 
Moscow if need be.

The mayor of Moscow says anti-
terrorist measures are being taken 
to reinforce security in the Russian 
capital. Footage has also shown 
armed police and other security forces 
outside the Wagner PMC Centre in 
Russia’s second city of St. Petersburg.

The Russian Defense Ministry, in 
a statement posted on social media, 
saying the Wagner fighters had 
been “deceived and dragged into a 
criminal adventure” by Prigozhin. 
The ministry urged them to contact 
its representatives and those of law 
enforcement services, and promised 
to guarantee their security.

Putin has said, “The Armed Forces 
and other government agencies have 
received the necessary orders, and 
additional anti-terrorist measures 
are now being introduced in Moscow, 
the Moscow region, and a number of 
other regions. Decisive action will also 
be taken to stabilize the situation in 
Rostov-on-Don”.

Prigozhin has demanded that the 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu and the chief of the General 
Staff Valery Gerasimov come and 
meet him in Rostov-on-Don. He has 
also claimed that his forces have taken 
control of all military installations in 
the southern border city.

Addressing “those who have been 
lured into this criminal adventure”, 
Putin described the actions of 
Prigozhin as a “stab in the back”.

He said “any internal turmoil” would 
be considered as a “mortal threat to 
our statehood, to us as a nation”.  The 
Russian president added that “our 
actions to protect the homeland from 
such a threat will be harsh.”

Putin warned, “Those who 
deliberately took the path of betrayal, 
who prepared an armed mutiny, 
who took the path of blackmail and 
terrorist methods, will suffer an 
inevitable punishment, will answer 
both to the law and to our people.”

He said, “When the fate of 
our people is being decided, [it] 
requires the unity of all forces, unity, 
consolidation and responsibility. When 
everything that weakens us, any kind 
of discord, which our external enemies 
can and do, use to undermine us from 
the inside must be put aside. And so 

the actions that split our unity are, in 
essence, an apostasy from our people, 
from our comrades-in-arms who are 
fighting on the front lines right now. It 
is a stab in the back of our country and 
our people.”

The Russian leader has repeatedly 
branded the measures taken by the 
Wagner group chief as “treason” and 
“betrayal”, vowing to protect Russians 
from any threats.

 “We will protect both our people 
and our statehood from any threats, 
including internal betrayal. And what 
we are facing is precisely betrayal. 
Excessive ambition and vested 
interests led to treason, betrayal of 
their country, their people, and the 
cause for which the soldiers and 
commanders of the Wagner group had 
fought and died, side by side with our 
other units,” Putin pointed out.

He condemned Prigozhin for 
betraying other Russian forces who 
fought side-by-side together in 
what Moscow describes as a “special 
military operation” in the eastern area 
of Ukraine’s Donbass region to defend 
Russian sovereignty and territorial 

integrity against what Moscow says is 
a war waged against it by the U.S.-led 
NATO military alliance.

“Those heroes who liberated 
Soledar and Artemovsk (Bakhmut), 
towns and villages of Donbass, fought 
and gave their lives for Novorossiya, 
for the unity of the Russian world. 
Their name and glory have also been 
betrayed by those who are trying 
to organize a rebellion, pushing the 
country toward anarchy and fratricide, 
to defeat, ultimately, and capitulation,” 
the Russian leader remarked.

In essence, Putin has said he would 
do everything to protect Russia, and 
that “decisive action” would be taken 
to stabilize the situation in Rostov-
on-Don.

Prigozhin will find it difficult to 
infiltrate into the Russian military. 
The governor of Russia’s Voronezh 
says that the army was already taking 
“necessary military measures” in the 
South Western region where Wagner 
fighters are located.

Shortly later, he said traffic had 
resumed in Rostov-On-Don, including 
public transport in the city center.

The Wagner group is not armed 
enough to take on the Russian military. 

The rebellion by the Wagner group 
comes as Ukraine, which has received 
the most Western military assistance 
in modern history, has launched 
an unsuccessful counteroffensive 
against Russia. Citing Western and 
military officials, CNN said the “early 
stages of Ukraine’s long awaited and 
carefully planned counteroffensive 
is not meeting expectations on any 
front”.

‘The Wagner Group’ rebelled against the Kremlin and Putin promised severe punishment

Putin calls mutiny 
by Wagner a 

‘treason’ and says 
‘this is a stab in the 
back to everyone in 

Russia’
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Israeli forces kill 
Palestinian teen after 
checkpoint shooting
A Palestinian teenager was left bleeding to 

death after a shooting attack at Qalandia military 
checkpoint in the occupied West Bank, according to 
Palestinian news agency Wafa. 

 Ishaq Hamdi Ajlouni, 17, was shot and killed by 
Israeli forces after he opened fire at the checkpoint 
on Saturday, lightly wounding a security guard, the 
agency said.

The Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades claimed Aljouni as a 
member. The group is the armed wing of Fatah – the 
movement that controls the Palestinian Authority, 
which has limited self-rule in the occupied territory. 

 “Our heroic fighters … were able to directly target 
occupation [Israeli] soldiers at Qalandia checkpoint,” 
the brigades said in a statement. 

 Police said the young gunman, from the Kufr Aqab 
neighbourhood just north of the checkpoint, used an 
M-16 rifle to carry out the shooting. 

 The Qalandia checkpoint is the main gateway used 
by Palestinians between occupied east Jerusalem and 
Ramallah, the seat of the Palestinian Authority in the 
West Bank.

Clashes resume in 
conflict-torn Sudan
Violent clashes renewed on Saturday between 

the Sudanese army and the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) paramilitary group in the capital Khartoum, 
according to witnesses. 

 Sounds of artillery shelling and fighting with 
heavy and light weapons were reported in the 
cities of Omdurman and Bahri, west and north of 
Khartoum, witnesses said. 

 Jet fighters were also seen flying over the 
Sudanese capital. Billows of smoke were seen 
rising from several areas in the city. 

 Military sources said army forces repelled an 
RSF attack on its headquarters south of Khartoum.  

According to the sources, casualties were 
reported among RSF fighters. 

 There was no confirmation yet from the 
paramilitary group. 

 Sudan has been ravaged by clashes between 
the army and the RSF since April, in a conflict that 
killed nearly 1,000 civilians and injured thousands, 
according to local medics.

Aramco, Total sign 
11$ billion contract to 
build petrochemicals 
complex in Saudi 
Arabia 
Saudi Arabian Oil Company (Aramco) and 

TotalEnergies have signed an $11 billion contract 
to start building a new petrochemicals complex 
in Saudi Arabia, the two companies said in a joint 
statement on Saturday. 

“Aramco and TotalEnergies today awarded 
Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) 
contracts for the $11 billion ‘Amiral’ complex, 
a future world-scale petrochemicals facility 
expansion at the SATORP refinery in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia,” the statement read.

Morocco delays 
‘Abraham Accords’ 
summit until after 
summer 
 Morocco will delay a summit it is hosting between 

Israel and Arab states that have signed “Abraham 
Accords” peace pacts, its foreign minister said on 
Friday, amid rising strife in the West Bank. 

The decision to postpone the summit until 
after the summer comes after Israel decided to 
expand settlement-building in the occupied West 
Bank and after an Israeli raid on Jenin in which 
five people were killed. 

Moroccan Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita said the 
decision was partly over scheduling but also because 
of what he called “provocative and unilateral acts” 
that “undermine peace efforts in the region”. 

He condemned the Israeli army raid on Jenin, in the 
West Bank, and rejected Israel’s decision to expand 
settlements in occupied territory where Palestinians 
want to establish an independent state.

WORLD HEADLINES

Authorities based in eastern Libya on 
Saturday threatened to blockade oil exports 
over the Tripoli government’s use of energy 
revenue, accusing it of wasting billions of 
dollars without providing real services. 

 Libya has been locked in a political standoff 
since last year, when the parliament in eastern 
Libya rejected the interim Government of 
National Unity in Tripoli and designated a new 
administration that has been unable to take 
over in the capital.

“If necessary, the Libyan government will raise 
the red flag and prevent the flow of oil and gas 

and stop its export by turning to the judiciary 
and issuing an order declaring force majeure,” 
the parliament-designated administration said, 
referring to itself as the government. 

Oil blockades have been commonly practised 
in Libya since the 2011 NATO-backed uprising 
that led to years of war and chaos, with both 
local groups and major factions cutting off 
supplies as a political tactic. 

The last major blockade was resolved last year 
when the Tripoli government appointed a new head 
of National Oil Corporation (NOC) who was said to 
be close to eastern commander Khalifa Haftar. 

Diplomacy for a lasting solution to Libya’s 
conflict has focused on moving towards a 
national election, a goal all sides publicly espouse, 
but which has been repeatedly thwarted by 
disputes over electoral rules and interim control 
of government. 

Haftar said on June 17 he backed a move by 
the eastern-based parliament and another 
legislative body to appoint a new interim 
administration in a clear challenge to the current 
government in Tripoli. 

On Thursday a court in eastern Libya ruled 
that the eastern administration had won a case 
against NOC allowing it to take control of the 
company’s accounts. 

Previous bouts of conflict in Libya and political 
manouevring has focused on control over the 
OPEC member’s substantial energy revenues, 
the main source of income to the state. 

Under internationally recognised 
agreements NOC is the only legitimate 
producer and exporter of Libyan oil and sales 
must be channelled through the Central Bank 
of Libya, which like NOC is based in Tripoli. 

Throughout Libya’s conflict, NOC has 
functioned across the whole country regardless 
of front lines and the central bank has continued 
to pay salaries, including of many fighters on 
rival sides, throughout the country.

Prince Harry, the Duke of 
Sussex, said he wanted to 
interview Russian President 
Vladimir Putin – as well as 
former US President Donald 
Trump and Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg – for a podcast 
about childhood trauma and 
upbringing, Bloomberg reported 
on Thursday.  

 The series would have 
featured lengthy interviews 
with these “controversial” 
figures, examining how events 
in their childhood shaped the 
adults they ultimately became, 
several insider sources told the 
news outlet.  

 While the royal allegedly 
shopped this idea around 

to multiple producers and 
production houses in the 
US, members of his podcast 
production team said they 
raised concerns about the 
practicality of securing 
interviews with the desired 
VIPs, who are not known for 
publicly dishing about their 
childhood, or indeed much else 

about their personal lives.  

 The Duke also considered 
launching a podcast centered 
on fatherhood, and another 
taking on “major societal 
conversations” such as climate 
change and religion. He wanted 
to bring in Pope Francis as a 
guest on the religion show, the 
sources told Bloomberg.

Eastern Libya administration threatens oil blockade

Prince Harry wanted to interview with Putin, Trump, Zuckerberg: Bloomberg  



TEHRAN – Abyaneh village is a 
stunning treasure whose vibrant red 
hues catch the eye in Iran’s Isfahan 
province. 

Nestled peacefully at the bottom 
of Mt. Karkas, Abyaneh is an enchant-
ing maze of winding and steep alleys, 
adorned with weathered red mud-
brick houses featuring delicate wood-
en balconies and latticed windows.

Located 38 kilometers northwest 
of Natanz, this village ranks among 
the most elevated settlements in Iran, 
boasting an altitude of 2,160 meters 
above sea level and offering chilly yet 
mild weather.

The uniqueness of Abyaneh’s indig-
enous architecture and its rich history 
make it one of Iran’s most renowned 
villages.

Although the exact age of Abyaneh 
cannot be determined, it is estimat-
ed to have a history of around 4,500 
years, making it one of the oldest 
human settlements on the fringes of 
Iran’s central desert.

The historical relics and monu-
ments present in Abyaneh, dating 
back to the Sassanid, Seljuk, Safavid, 
and Qajar periods, bear witness to the 
ancient history of this human settle-
ment.

For centuries, the inhabitants of 
Abyaneh have retained their unique 
ethnicity and traditional practices, 

and even their old language and dia-
lect, owing to the region’s mountain-
ous terrain and remote location from 
crowded areas and communication 
channels.

They continue to uphold their tra-
ditions through the prevalent wearing 
of traditional clothing, demonstrating 
pride and dedication towards preserv-

ing their cultural heritage.

The village is an open-air anthro-
pology museum that showcases ar-
chitecture and traditions from the 
Sassanid era (224–651) onwards, for 
instance, an ancient temple, the ruins 
of a fortress, a mosque with a unique 
altar from Seljuk period (ca. 1040–
1196) to name a few.

Its distinctive architectural facet, 
variety of deeply-rooted-in-time rit-
uals, apparel of inhabitants, and rows 
of earthen houses dotted on the slope 
contribute to its charm. The roofs of 
some houses serve as the courtyard 
for others higher up on the hill.

Aside from the village, which was 
inscribed on the National Heritage 
List in 1975, 32 historical monuments 
inside the village have been also regis-
tered on the list.

Iran also eyes a possible inscription 
of Abyaneh village on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List in the near future.

TEHRAN – On Friday, an exhibition of Iranian 
handicrafts and traditional arts was inaugurated 
at the UNESCO-registered Kazan Kremlin, a his-
torical citadel in the city of Kazan, Russia’s Repub-
lic of Tatarstan. 

Some 120 artworks by Iranian artisans are on 
display at the exhibit, which will run for two weeks, 
IRNA reported on Saturday. 

The craftspeople are showcasing their hand-
made products in the fields of miniature, metalwork, 
enameled objects, mosaic, inlay, and marquetry in 
the exhibit titled “My Iran”, the report added. 

There are three UNESCO world heritage sites in 
Tatarstan—Kazan Kremlin, Bulgarian State Muse-
um-Reserve, and Assumption Cathedral and Mon-
astery of the town-island of Sviyazhsk. The annual 
growth rate of tourist flow to the republic is on 
average 13.5%; the growth rate of the volume of 
services in the tourism sector is 17.0%. Tatarstan 
is located in the center of the East European Plain, 
approximately 800 kilometers east of Moscow.

The value of Iran’s handicraft exports stood at 

$400 million during the first ten months of the Irani-
an calendar year 1401 (Mar. 21, 2022 – Jan. 20, 2023), 
the deputy tourism minister said in February.

Compared with the same period a year earlier, 
the figure represents some 30 percent growth, 
Jalali said.

“The Islamic Republic exported $400 million 
worth of handicrafts during the first ten months 
of the current year, which shows a 30 percent in-
crease year on year.”

Iran exported some $320 million worth of hand-
icrafts during the Iranian year (1400), the official 
stated.

The Islamic Republic has the most cities and 
towns registered with the World Crafts Council 
(WCC), followed by China with seven, Chile with 
four, and India with three designated ones.

The WCC-Asia-Pacific Region designated Shiraz, 
Malayer, Zanjan, and the village of Qasemabad in 
January 2020, bringing the total number of craft cit-
ies and towns in Iran from 10 to 14. Shiraz has been 
dubbed “the world city of [various] handicrafts.”

Malayer became a center for woodcarving and 
carved wood furniture on a global scale. The des-
ignation “world city of filigree” was given to Zan-
jan. The village of Qassemabad, which is renowned 
throughout the country for its traditional cos-
tumes, was also promoted to a major handicrafts 
center on an international scale.

Ceramics, porcelain, handwoven clothing, jew-
elry, and semi-precious stones are among Irani-
an handicrafts traditionally exported to Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Germany, the U.S., and the Persian Gulf 
coastal states, to name a few.

TEHRAN - The World Travel and Tourism Coun-
cil (WTTC) and the United Nations World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO), two of the most power-
ful organizations in the travel and tourism sector 
worldwide, have signed a memorandum of under-
standing to advance public-private sector cooper-
ation in the travel and tourism sector.

The organizations’ leaders, WTTC President and 
CEO Julia Simpson and UNWTO Secretary-Gen-
eral Zurab Pololikashvili, signed the partnership 
agreement at the G20 Ministerial Meeting in Goa, 
India, last week.

“We are only stronger if we work together to 
respond to the interconnected challenges facing 

our sector,” said Pololikashvili. “Strong public-pri-
vate partnerships are the foundation to transform 
tourism and build resilience, and consolidating our 
partnership with WTTC will achieve exactly what 
we need — joining efforts to build a better future 
through tourism.”

The two organizations pledged to promote 
community empowerment and inclusion, collabo-
rate on crisis preparedness, response and recov-
ery, and continue to lead the industry towards a 
more sustainable future.

“Through the signing of a historic new MOU, 
WTTC and UNWTO embark on a new chapter of 
collaboration together, uniting our expertise to 

pave the way for a prosperous future for the Trav-
el & Tourism sector,” said Simpson. “Together, we 
can create a powerful synergy that will shape the 
global landscape, opening doors to endless oppor-
tunities and benefiting travelers, businesses, and 
destinations alike.”

TEHRAN – Tehran will be hosting 
a session of the intergovernmental 
committee for the safeguarding of 
intangible cultural heritage.

The fifth meeting of the intergov-
ernmental committee for the safe-
guarding of the intangible cultural 
heritage in West and Central Asia 
will be held in Tehran’s Laleh Hotel 
on June 26 and 27, IRNA reported on 

Saturday.
So far, a wide variety of Irani-

an elements from traditional skills 
of building and sailing Iranian Lenj 
boats in the Persian Gulf to Radif of 
Iranian music, and from pilgrimage 
to the St. Thaddeus Monastery to the 
art of the miniature have gained a 
place on UNESCO’s list of the Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage of Humani-
ty aimed at protecting the cultural 
achievements of the nation.

According to the UN cultural body, 
an intangible cultural heritage re-
fers to “traditions or living expres-
sions inherited from our ancestors 
and passed on to our descendants, 
such as oral traditions, performing 
arts, social practices, rituals, festive 
events, knowledge and practices 
concerning nature and the universe 
or the knowledge and skills to pro-
duce traditional crafts.”

TEHRAN –A number of millen-
nia-old watermills in the Iranian city 
of Dezful, are in need of urgent res-
toration, an expert has said. 

Urgent restoration is imperative 
for about 25 Sassanid watermills 
that have been left unattended for 
years in the southwestern city, ISNA 
quoted Mohammad Azarkish as say-
ing on Saturday. 

Because of their age and historical 
significance, these mills have been 
added to the national heritage list of 
Iran, requiring them to be taken care 

of uniquely and carefully, the expert 
explained. 

These water structures need to 
undergo constant restoration due to 
the yearly flood and the high inten-

sity of river water during the early 
spring, which brings in damage, he 
added.

Located in Khuzestan province, 
Dezful derives from two words: dezj 
(fortress) and pol (bridge), which com-
bined means “bridge to the fortress.”

Khuzestan is home to three UNES-
CO World Heritage sites, namely Susa, 
Tchogha Zanbil, and Shushtar Histori-
cal Hydraulic System yet it is a region 
of raw beauty where its visitors could 
spend weeks exploring. The province is 
also a cradle for handicrafts and arts 

whose crafters inherited from their 
preceding generations.

Lying at the head of the Per-
sian Gulf and bordering Iraq on the 
west, Khuzestan was settled about 
6000 BC by a people with affinities 
to the Sumerians, who came from 
the Zagros Mountains region. Urban 
centers appeared there contempo-
raneous with the first cities in Meso-
potamia in the 4th millennium. Khu-
zestan, according to Encyclopedia 
Britannica, came to constitute the 
heart of the Elamite kingdom, with 
Susa as its capital.

 From Page 1   In a statement issued last 
month, Hosseini Matin welcomed wider co-
operation between the embassy and the 
British Museum in the arena of protecting 
cultural heritage. “We sincerely hope that 
further expansion of cooperation between 
the British Museum and the Iranian Embassy 
in London would continue to be effective in 
fighting against illicit trafficking of cultural 
properties and protect the cultural heritage 
of mankind.”

Moreover, Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicrafts Minister Ezzatollah Zarghami 
said last month that his ministry had put in a 
great deal of effort to recover the bas-relief 
carving of Sassanid soldier previously seized 
at Stansted airport. “Like similar cases, this 
ministry has devoted all its efforts to return 
this treasured artifact to the country,” the 
minister said.

Experts believe the over-one-meter-tall 
antique was hacked out of live rock or on-site 
carved rock. It depicts an imposing male fig-
ure carved in the 3rd century CE and is esti-
mated to be worth £30 million.

The delicately carved relic was heading for 
the black market in Britain when it was seized 
by security personnel.  The haphazard pack-
aging, which may have been meant to imply 
that it was a useless item, made Border Force 
officers suspicious. The over-one-meter-tall 
antique was hacked out of live rock or on-site 
carved rock.

Dr. St John Simpson, a senior curator and 
archaeologist in the British Museum’s De-
partment of the Middle East, said: “We al-
most never come across a case of something 
being cut out of the “living rock.” That’s a level 
of brutalism that surpasses anything.

“You’ve even got felt-tip marks on the back 
before they’ve used an angle grinder to slice 
diagonally behind it and across the top. It was 
then packed in an incredibly bad manner, in a 
small, almost unpadded crate held together 
with nails.

“It belongs to a period when Iran was the 
center of a powerful empire stretching from 
Syria to the Caucasus and Central Asia, and 
with its capital at Ctesiphon, south of pres-
ent-day Baghdad,” he said. “The Sasanians 
were powerful rivals of Rome and famous 
today for their fine silverware and cut glass.”

It is impossible to pinpoint the precise loca-
tion because the bas-relief has been carved 
from calcareous limestone, which is found all 

over Iran. Only a small number —about 30, 
mostly from the third century— of Sasanian 
rock reliefs are known to exist. Nearly all of 
them are in the province of Fars, which is a 
relatively small area of Iran and is where they 
originally came from.

Simpson said: “We suspect it comes from 
somewhere in the Shiraz area. Stylistically, it 
is similar to one known in the region. I think 
it probably is part of a big sequence. There 
might be more bits out there.

“The lack of an inscription makes it im-
possible to identify the person depicted, but 
his dress and diademed headdress signify 
him as a person of high rank. His gesture of 
greeting and submission, with a raised, bent 
forefinger, is a feature of Sasanian art when 
figures are in the presence of royalty, which 
suggests that this was part of a larger com-
position, with the king to the right and per-
haps other figures behind.”

Due to the poor packing, the relief had split 
in half. Conservationists have now repaired it 
for the British Museum.

“It looks amazing,” Simpson said. “It is 
stunningly attractive. The valuation could be 
anything, really. We’re talking from £20m to 
£30m-plus. There’s never been anything like 
it on the market.”

He said the artifact would be “incredibly 
valuable” on the black market.

Iran’s history places a great deal of sig-
nificance on the Sassanid era, which saw a 
general renaissance in Persian art and archi-
tecture. The palaces at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, 
and Sarvestan, which are among the ensem-
ble’s highlights, are examples of grandiose 
architecture that frequently adopted over-
sized proportions.

While the Sassanid state promoted schol-
arship, highly sophisticated crafts like met-
alwork and gem engraving developed. Works 
from the East and the West were translated 
into Pahlavi, the Sassanian language, during 
those years. The best examples of Sassanian 
art can be found in southern Iran at Bishapur, 
Naqsh-e Rostam, and Naqsh-e Rajab. They 
are rock-carved sculptures and bas-reliefs 
on abrupt limestone cliffs.

In 2018, a collection of Sassanian histor-
ical cities in southern Iran, known as the 
“Sassanid Archaeological Landscape of Fars 
Region,” was inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list.

TEHRAN –The port city of Nowshahr in 
northern Mazandaran province has immense 
potential for maritime tourism, a member of 
the Iranian parliament has said. 

Nowshahr has great potential for tourism 
development, particularly due to its proximity 
to the airport, Mohammad Ali Mohseni ex-
plained on Saturday. 

With the advancement of maritime tour-
ism, there are numerous opportunities for 
expanding the region, he added.

For these advancements to occur, however, 
the private sector needs to collaborate, he 
noted. 

Sandwiched between the towering Alborz 
mountain range and the Caspian Sea, Mazan-
daran has a rich yet turbulent history. An ear-
ly civilization flourished at the beginning of 
the first millennium BC in Mazandaran (Tab-
arestan).

Its insecure eastern and southeastern bor-
ders were crossed by Mongol invaders in the 
13th and 14th centuries. Cossacks attacked 
the region in 1668 but were repulsed. It was 
ceded to the Russian Empire by a treaty in 

1723, but the Russians were never secure in 
their occupation. The area was restored to 
Iran under the Qajar dynasty.

The northern section of the region consists 
of lowland alongside the Caspian and up-
land along the northern slopes of the Alborz 
Mountains. Marshy backlands dominate the 
coastal plain, and extensive gravel fans fringe 
the mountains. The climate is permanently 
subtropical and humid, with very hot sum-
mers.

Over the past couple of years, the Islamic 
Republic has made various efforts to exploit 
maritime tourism potential by developing 
hospitality infrastructures, diversifying sea 
routes, and drawing private sector investors 
along its vast southern coasts.

Prosperous maritime tourism could help 
the county to meet its ambitious target of at-
tracting 20 million annual tourists by 2025. It 
also keeps an eye on tourism developments in 
the Caspian Sea in the north.

In 2021 the Ministry of Tourism and the 
Ministry of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) to develop maritime tourism and 
make the best use of its potential on the 
southern and northern coasts of the country.

Promoting the culture of using the sea as 
a tool to increase social vitality, developing 
coastal activities in the form of environmen-
tally-friendly plans and programs, and cre-
ating the necessary grounds for cooperation 
and exchange of knowledge and information 
was also among the topics of the agreement.
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UK returns smuggled ancient  
artifact to Iran

Nowshahr holds unique potential for 
maritime tourism

Abyaneh: a tranquil retreat for nature 
lovers and culture enthusiasts

Kazan Kremlin hosting Iranian handicrafts exhibit

WTTC, UNWTO team up to foster global tourism

Tehran to host UNESCO meeting on intangible 
 cultural heritage

Millennia-old watermills in Dezful in need of 
 urgent restoration



TEHRAN – The Ministry of Health is planning to 
start offering insurance services for at least three 
branches of traditional medicine by the end of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 20, 2024).

Considering the necessity of integrating tra-
ditional medicine services in the health system 
and covering at least three services by the end of 
the year, this important issue has been seriously 
placed on the agenda of the Ministry of Health, 
Nafiseh Hosseini Yekta, the director of the health 
ministry’s Persian medicine office, said.

Currently, visiting traditional medicine specialists 
and a limited number of traditional medicines are 
covered by insurance, she added, IRNA reported.

“Also, insurance coverage of lifestyle-related 
packages is one of the other things that we fol-
low,” the official highlighted.

Iran ranks fourth worldwide in the production 
of science in the field of traditional medicine, and 
the remarkable achievement will improve in the 
coming years, Hosseini Yekta noted.

“Over 17,000 books have so far been published 
about Persian traditional medicine, which has been 
recognized by the World Health Organization.”

Iranian traditional medicine strongly focuses 
on prioritizing health maintenance and disease 
prevention over treatment.

It is one of the most ancient forms of tradi-
tional medicine. It is grounded in the concept of 
four senses of humor: phlegm (Balgham), blood 
(Dam), yellow bile (Safra’), and black bile (Sauda’). 
The concept of the four senses of humor is based 
on the teachings of Rhazes and Avicenna in an 
elaborate medical system.

So far, about 30,000 plant species have been 
identified in the world, with Iran’s share of about 
8,000 species which is more than the whole of 
species found in Europe.

The per capita consumption of medicinal plants 
in Iran is about one kilogram of dried plants, in oth-
er words, 83,000 tons of medicinal plants worth 1.2 
trillion rials (around $4 million) are consumed in the 
country, while in Europe this amount is 900 grams 
and in the United States is 2.5 kilograms.

Iran Health Insurance Organization, together 
with the Ministry of Health, provided import-
ant and significant services in different sectors 
during the past year (March 2022-March 2023).

Providing free insurance for low-income fam-
ilies, paying the medical expenses of infertile 
couples, providing services to the disabled, sup-
porting patients with rare diseases, and provid-
ing services to foreign nationals have been done 
in the past year, IRNA reported.

The government has adopted policies to iden-
tify uninsured people. In this regard, the Health 
Insurance Organization in cooperation and inter-

action with the Social Security Organization was 
assigned to identify uninsured people, who are 
often from the vulnerable groups of society.

Accordingly, some 90 percent of hospitaliza-
tion costs and around 70 percent of outpatient 
treatment costs are covered by insurance.

In this regard, by allocating 50 trillion rials 
(about $100 million), 107 rare diseases are cov-
ered by the health insurance fund, and with the 
cooperation of universities, a lion’s share of treat-
ment costs are paid by the government.

So far, more than 31 rare and special diseases, 
including high blood pressure, MS, type 2 diabe-
tes, hemodialysis, thalassemia, kidney transplant, 
hemophilia, diabetic retinopathy, type 1 diabetes, 
cystic fibrosis, and autism, have been identified in 
the system of the Health Insurance Organization.

 Articles on traditional medicine

From 2006 to 2021, the publication of Iranian arti-
cles in the field of traditional medicine has increased 
by about ten times, according to data released by 
the SCImago Journal of Traditional Medicines.

Accordingly, Iran is fourth in the world after 
China, India, and the U.S., IRNA reported.

The number of articles published by the country has 
increased from 59 in 2006 to more than 500 in 2021.

By providing the structure in the Ministry of 
Health, and the establishment of traditional med-
icine colleges in 2006, the number of articles in 
the field of traditional medicine increased by 
about 10 times in 15 years.

The Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC) put 
the share of Iranian articles in the field of medicinal 
plants and herbal medicine in the world at 5.9 percent.

A plan for the integration of Iranian tradition-
al medicine into the health network is supposed 
to be implemented in the first phase in 14 facul-
ties and universities of Shahid Beheshti Medical 
Sciences, Mashhad, Shiraz, Tabriz, Kerman, Yazd, 
Kashan, Babol, Golestan, Mazandaran, Hamedan, 
Qom, Fasa, and Isfahan.

In case of successful implementation, other 
universities in the country will also be encouraged 
to launch the plan, she said, adding, in the next 
phases, the integration plan will be implemented 
at higher levels and in the field of treatment.

Hossein Farshidi, the deputy health minister, 
has said that one of the shortcomings of the 
country’s health network system, which has been 
emphasized a lot in the national development 
plans, is benefiting from thousands of years of 
experience in Persian traditional medicine.

“We all must join hands to improve Persian tra-
ditional medicine and integrate it into the coun-
try’s health network system.”

TEHRAN – Iran has renovated and 
equipped a diabetes diagnosis center 
in Afghanistan within the framework 
of medical cooperation between the 
two neighboring countries.

Iran’s diplomatic mission in Kabul 
announced in a post published on 
Twitter on Thursday that the ‘Kha-
tam-ul-Anbiya’ diabetes diagnosis 
center was opened by special envoy to 
Afghanistan, Hassan Kazemi-Qomi, in 
the presence of Taliban officials.

Hospitals across Afghanistan are 
facing a growing crisis. The poor econ-
omy has also generated a wide array of 
health problems, not least chronic cases 
of malnutrition, Press TV reported.

The medical center was handed 
over to local authorities in Nangar-
har province.

The Islamic Republic of Iran Broad-
casting (IRIB) Dari radio station re-
ported the center can render services 
to 60 diabetic patients on a daily basis.

“The inauguration of the center 
marks opening the path for other 
forms of assistance from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to the health sector 
in the eastern part of Afghanistan, 
especially Nangarhar province,” Ka-
zemi-Qomi said.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran will 
continue to assist the center until it 
develops the capacity to operate in-
dependently.”

For his part, the deputy minister of 

public health in the Taliban govern-
ment appreciated Iran’s contribu-
tions to Afghanistan’s health sector, 
calling for the construction of similar 
centers in other provinces.

Mohammad Hassan Ghiyathi said 
12 doctors and health workers, in-
cluding four women who have been 
trained in Iran, are working in the 
Khatam-ul-Anbiya center.

Afghanistan’s healthcare system 
is at risk of collapse after interna-
tional donors including the World 
Bank and European Union stopped 
providing aid following the Taliban 
takeover in August 2021.

Health workers, both public and 
private, who remain in Afghanistan 
are battling a humanitarian crisis of 
staggering proportions, with dwin-
dling personnel and resources.

The suspension of financial aid has 
crippled the ‘Sehatmandi Project,’ a 
multi-donor health program admin-
istered by the World Bank and imple-
mented by the Afghan Ministry of Public 
Health that constitutes the backbone of 
Afghanistan’s health system.

Out of a total of 2,309 facilities, 
393 remain fully operational.

According to data provided by the 
World Health Organization (WHO), 
about two-thirds of the 2,309 fa-
cilities in the project have reported 
stock-outs of essential medicines.

Health Minister Bahram Einol-
lahi has said many countries in the 
region are asking Iran for help with 
issues related to health.

“With the efforts that have been 
made during the 44 years after the 
victory of the Islamic Revolution, 

today we have the strongest health 
system in the region in such a way 
that the health indicators in the Is-
lamic Republic are far ahead of other 
countries in the region.”

In September 2022, Iran hosted the 
subregional workshop for G5 coun-
tries (Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, 
plus the World Health Organization) 
on health cooperation with the pres-
ence of Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, 
and the representative of the World 
Health Organization.

On the sidelines of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
which was held in Uzbekistan on 
15-16 September, President Ebrahim 
Raisi signed an agreement with the 
countries of the Caspian Sea region, 
according to which the member 
countries will cooperate with each 
other in the field of health.

One of the successful aspects of 
health diplomacy in the region is this 
cooperation, he said, adding, “We 
are looking to implement this pro-
gram in the region as in European 
countries to facilitate the exchange 
of students and professors, and to 
facilitate their participation in inter-
national conferences.”

Ricardo León-Bórquez, the presi-
dent of the World Federation of Med-
ical Education, has praised Iran for 
progress in the health sector, saying 
that the country’s achievements are 
amazing.
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Charity foundation sets target for creating 400,000 jobs

TEHRAN - Barekat Charity Foundation, affiliat-
ed with the Headquarters for Executing the Order 
of the Imam, is planning to create 400,000 jobs 
in the current Iranian calendar year that ends on 
March 20, 2024.

Last year, Barekat Foundation invested near-
ly 82 trillion rials (some $165 million) in the field 
of employment leading to the creation of about 
300,000 jobs, IRNA quoted Mohammad Torkama-
neh, the CEO of the Foundation, as saying.

“About 50 percent of our plans are defined in the 
field of agriculture, and more than 70 categories 
have been defined,” he said, adding that in the field 
of agriculture, about 144,000 plans have been im-
plemented and 540,000 jobs have been created.

“Moreover, some 42,000 houses have been pro-
vided for the deprived. In addition, about 3,500 
residential units have been built for families with 
more than two disabled members.”

In March, Torkamaneh said some 53,000 devel-
opment projects have been implemented in de-
prived areas across the country by the Foundation.

Starting or completing a total of 58,000 proj-
ects in rural and underprivileged regions is on the 
agenda, he added.

The projects include building schools, hospitals, 
libraries, laboratories, mosques, emergency med-
ical centers, bridges, roads, and water supply net-

works, he noted.
The Foundation pursues the implementation 

and completion of health and treatment projects 
in deprived and rural areas of the country with the 
aim of economic and social empowerment, im-
proving health and hygiene indicators, and provid-
ing medical services to the people of deprived and 
less developed areas.

Headquarters for Executing the Order of the 
Imam was founded in 1989. In the Iranian calen-
dar year, 1386 (March 2007-March 2008) Barekat 
Charity Foundation- the social arm of the organi-
zation- with the aim of promoting social justice 
was established.

Socio-economic empowerment of communi-
ties by encouraging entrepreneurship prioritizing 
breadwinner women, developing infrastructures 
such as water supply and power grids, building 
roads, constructing schools and increasing educa-
tional spaces, promoting health for all, and grant-
ing non-repayable loans and insurance, especially 
in less developed areas and regions most affected 
by 1980s war and natural disasters are of the pri-
orities of the charity foundation.

A total of 31 trillion rials (nearly $62 million) for 
the eradication of deprivation in rural areas has 
been approved by the Majlis (Iranian Parliament) 
in the budget bill for the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 2022-March 2023).

The comprehensive development plans aim to de-
velop rural areas in line with cultural, economic, and 
social conditions, as well as housing provision for the 
rural residents and improving environmental services.

There are around 40,000 villages in the coun-
try with more than 20 households, for all of which 
comprehensive development plans have been ap-
proved every 10 years.

Currently, 26 percent of the country’s popula-

tion lives in villages, around 39,000 villages have 
more than 20 households and 23,000 villages 
have less than 20 households.

Thus, more than 97 percent of the country’s 
rural population lives in villages with over 20,000 
households.

In Iran, where villages account for generating 
20-23 percent of the value-added in the country, 
the development of rural areas has been always a 
top agenda of the government’s activities.

Many efforts have been made over the past 
couple of years by the government to support vil-
lagers and slow down the trend of migration from 
rural areas to cities.

Rural tourism, agritourism, religious tourism, 
and ecotourism are alternatives or complementa-
ry economic activities that could further stimulate 
rural development while decreasing rural com-
munity dependency on one main economic sector 
(agriculture, forestry, energy, or mining).

A total of 7,509 development projects came 
onstream in villages across the country by rural 
administrations.

The projects were inaugurated on the occasion 
of the victory anniversary of the Islamic Revolution 
(February 1-11), IRNA reported.

Some 36 trillion rials (about $72 million) were 
spent on the development projects.

The largest number of projects were related to 
the improvement of rural roads with 5786 proj-
ects, equivalent to 77 percent of all projects.

Creating parks and green spaces, establishing 
firefighting stations, as well as sports and cultural 
places were also among the major projects.

More than 37,300 rural administration offices 
are operating in the country, offering services to 
about 95 percent of the country’s rural population.

Insurance service to be provided for 
traditional medicine

Over 17,000 books have 
so far been published 

about Persian traditional 
medicine.

ENGLISH IN USE

Iranian zoos to be monitored 
online 

The Department of Environment (DOE) will launch an online 
monitoring system in zoos across the country, the Department of 
Environment’s director general for hunting and fishing has said.

“Putting in place the necessary infrastructure for this plan is 
underway; newly constructed zoos are supposed to have an on-
line monitoring system, and the old ones must launch the sys-
tem as soon as possible,” IRNA quoted Ali Teymouri as saying on 
Saturday.

Teymouri stated that all provincial departments of environ-
ment must supervise the zoo online systems to register all an-
imal species entering or leaving the zoo, casualties and causes. 

باغ وحش های کشور آنلاین پایش می شوند
مدیرکل حفاظت و مدیریت شکار و صید سازمان حفاظت محیط زیست 
گفت: پایش آنلاین باغ وحش های کشور جزو برنامه های سازمان است 

و در حال تهیه زیر ساخت برای اجرای آن هستیم.
علی تیموری روز شنبه در گفت و گو با خبرنگار علمی ایرنا افزود: باغ 
وحش هایی که جدید احداث می شوند باید حتما سیستم پایش آنلاین 
داشته باشند، مجموعه های قدیمی نیز باید هر چه سریعتر این سیستم 

را راه اندازی کنند. 
وی اظهار داشت: باید تمام ادارات کل استان ها آدرس سیستم آنلاین 
باغ وحش ها را دریافت کنند تا ورود و خروج گونه ها از باغ وحش، ورود 
گونه های جدید، تلفات و دلایل آن را ثبت و به صورت آنلاین در جریان 

قرار گیرند. 
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 Iran revamps diabetes diagnosis center 
in Afghanistan

Construction underway in quake-hit Khoy
Some 90 percent of houses that were damaged after a 5.4 magnitude struck the north-

western city of Khoy city on October 5, 2022, are being reconstructed.



TEHRAN – The Book City 
Institute in Tehran plans to review 
Iranian writer Aref Daniali’s latest 
book on the Czech-born French 
writer Milan Kundera in a session 
on Tuesday.

“Milan Kundera: Modern 
Ulysses” has recently been 
published by Hermes in Tehran.

Daniali has been invited 
to attend the session, which 
will begin at 3 pm. Book City 
Institute director Ali-Asghar 
Mohammadkhani will also deliver 
a speech.

The book centers on Kudera’s 
oeuvre to track the numerous 
ideas that have been illustrated in 
the writer’s works, the Book City 
Institute said in a statement for 
the session.

In concurrence with Kundera, 
Daniali believes that nothing is as 
reliable as authors’ books to help 
introduce them and books reflect 
the lives of their creators.

The book doesn’t follow a 
planned or abstract and general 
formula.

 Kundera went into exile 
in France in 1975, acquiring 
citizenship in 1981. His Czech 
citizenship was revoked in 1979 
and restored in 2019.

He “sees himself as a French 
writer and insists his work 
should be studied as French 

literature and classified as such 
in bookstores.”

Kundera’s best-known work 
is “The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being”, which has been published 
in Persian.

Prior to the Velvet Revolution 
of 1989, the communist regime in 
Czechoslovakia banned his books. 
He leads a low-profile life and 

rarely speaks to the media.

He was thought to be a 
contender for the Nobel Prize 
in Literature, and was also a 
nominee for other awards.

He was awarded the 1985 
Jerusalem Prize, the 1987 
Austrian State Prize for European 
Literature, and the 2000 Herder 
Prize. 

In 2021, he received the Golden 
Order of Merit from the president 
of Slovenia.

The Persian translation of his 
novels “The Farewell Waltz”, “Life Is 
Elsewhere”, “The Book of Laughter 
and Forgetting”, “The Festival 
of Insignificance”, “Identity”, 
“Immortality”, “Slowness” and 
“Ignorance” have been published 
by different publishers.

A poster for a review session for “Milan Kundera: Modern Ulysses” by Iranian writer Artef Daniali at 
the Book City Institute in Tehran.
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The elderly are the sources of mercy and divine blessing.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:07        Evening: 19:45         Dawn: 3:03 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 4:50  (tomorrow)

Sarah Gavron’s “Suffragette” subject of review at Iranian Artists Forum
TEHRAN – “Suffragette”, a 

historical drama about women’s 
suffrage in the UK directed by 
Sarah Gavron, will be reviewed 
at the Iranian Artists Forum on 
Tuesday.

Philosophy expert Parisa 
Shakurzadeh will carry out an in-
depth analysis of the film after a 
screening, which will start at 5 pm.

Written by Abi Morgan, it is the 
first feature film to be shot in the 
Houses of Parliament.

In 1912 London, a young working 
mother is galvanized into radical 
political activism supporting 
the right of women to vote, and 
is willing to meet violence with 
violence to achieve this end.

Starring Carey Mulligan, 

Helena Bonham Carter, Brendan 
Gleeson, Anne-Marie Duff, Ben 
Whishaw and Meryl Streep, the 
film was released in the United 
Kingdom on October 12, 2015, by 
the French film company Pathé 

through its British distributor 
20th Century Fox.

Originally scheduled to be 
released by Relativity Media, the 
film was ultimately released in a 
limited release in North America 

on October 23, 2015, by Focus 
Features.   

As of March 7, 2016, “Suffragette” 
had grossed $34 million against a 
budget of $14 million.

The film has received positive 
reviews. On Rotten Tomatoes, the 
film has a rating of 72 percent, 
based on 217 reviews, with an 
average rating of 6.70/10. 

The website’s critical consensus 
reads, “‘Suffragette’ dramatizes 
an important – and still painfully 
relevant – fact-based story with 
more than enough craft and 
sincerity to overcome its flaws.”

On Metacritic, the film holds a 
score of 66 out of 100, based on 
37 critics, indicating “generally 
favorable reviews”.

Iranian writer’s book on Milan Kundera 
up for review at Tehran institute
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A poster for the In the Palace International 
Short Film Festival.  

Front cover of the Persian edition of Gail 
Herman’s book “What Is Climate Change?”

“Suffragette” directed by Sarah Gavron.

Iran’s “Gentlepunks” wins top pitching award at In the Palace filmfest

Gail Herman’s book briefs Iranian children on climate change

TEHRAN – Iranian director Shirin Ekhlasi 
has won first place in the Pitching Awards 
section of the In the Palace International 
Short Film Festival in Bulgaria for her 
upcoming project “Gentlepunks”. 

This prize is worth €4000.

This project was an entry to the Filmer 
Forge Pitch, in which Bulgarian and foreign 
filmmakers, writers and producers seek 
producing, co-producing, funding and 
development opportunities for their current 
or upcoming short films.

In this section, each project team/
representative has up to 7 minutes to present 
their project and answer questions from the 
jury.

The second prize worth €1500 was awarded 
to “Christmas Eve” by Ilina Perianova, while 
the shared 3rd prize worth €1000 went 
to “Stop the Car” by Nevena Semova and 
Igor Hristov and “Weird Fishes” by Lyndon 
Hanrahan. 

The Oscar-qualifying festival, which is 
organized every in Sofia, announced the 
winners of its 20th edition last week.

“The Business of Pleasure” by Goce 
Cvetanovski from North Macedonia was 
selected as best feature film.

In this film, a journalist, obsessed with the 
disappearance of her best friend, plots an 
undercover operation in order to expose a sex 
trafficking network. But as her accomplices 
draw closer to the boss, the situation spirals 
out of control.

The award for best experimental film was 

given to “Dear Passengers” by Madli Laane.

The Estonian short drama is about a lonely 
traveler who embarks on a journey to find 
relief for a hidden yearning. Her restless 
longing spreads around and forces fellow 
passengers to face their own desires and 
disappointments.

“Black Wagon” by Kyrgyz filmmaker 
Adilet Karzhoev won the award for best 
documentary.

The film follows a team of miners extracting 
coal at a depth of half a kilometer. The miners 
must complete a daily plan, but with each 
pickaxe hit, it becomes harder to get to the 
coal in the safe zone. The foreman decides to 
take risks and mine coal in a dangerous area.

“Dog Apartment” by Priit Tender from 
Estonia was named best animation.

Driven by barking from within a rented 
apartment, a ballet dancer trudges through 
her monotonous daily routine.

Several films were also awarded in the side 
sections of the festival. 

TEHRAN – “What Is Climate Change?” by 
children’s writer Gail Herman has been published 
in Persian by Peydayesh in Tehran.

First published in 2018, the book has been 
translated by Farzin Suri. The Persian edition 
also carries the original illustrations by John 
Hinderliter.

Which of these facts is true? Earth’s climate 
has been getting warmer; greenhouse gases are 
the cause of the change in climate; our planet is 
experiencing record floods, droughts and storms.

This book proves all the fact is true. It shows 
what climate change means and how it’s 
affecting our planet.

The earth is definitely getting warmer. There’s 
no argument about that, but who or what is the 

cause? And why has climate change become a 
political issue? Are humans at fault? Is this just a 
natural development? 

While the vast majority of scientists who 
study the environment agree that humans 
play a large part in climate change, there is a 
counterargument. 

Author Gail Herman presents both sides of the 
debate in this fact-based, fair-minded and well-
researched book that looks at the subject from 
many perspectives, including scientific, social 
and political.

Herman, formerly a children’s book editor in 
New York City, has written picture books, easy-
to-read and chapter books, including many titles 
in the Who Was/What Was series. 
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Part 5
Before the collapse of the Soviet Union, French 

archeologists and historians were engaged in 
excavations in Tajikistan (Rolland Besenval) and 
Uzbekistan (Frantz Grenet in Samarkand). 

Most of these scholars had been working before 
in Afghanistan prior to the Soviet invasion of 1979. 
Also before the invasion, the CNRS had a permanent 
base in Kabul for geographical and geological 
research, headed by Daniel Balland. 

In 1992, the Institut français d’études en Asie 
Centrale (IFEAC), directed by Pierre Chuvin, was 
created by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 
several young scholars are now studying the 
Persian culture of this region.

Iranian studies are carried out in various 
institutions in Paris, but not in other cities. 
Only basic courses of Persian are taught at 
Lyon, Bordeaux (until 1997), Aix-en-Provence, 
and Strasbourg, where a group of researchers 
affiliated to the CNRS has been working since 
1993 on Turkish and Persian history and culture. 

After Henry Corbin, the tradition of studies on 
Iranian Sufism and Shiism continued at the EPHE 
(in the section on religious sciences) with the 
participation of Guy Monnot and later Pierre Lory; 
Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, who has written on 
early Shiism (Le guide divin dans le shiisme originel, 
Paris, 1992; tr. by D. Streight as The Divine Guide 
in Early Shiism, Albany, N.Y., 1994); and Denise 
Aigle, whose work on hagiography and religious 
anthropology has already been mentioned. 

Some important scholars, however, work 
outside the university system, including Christian 
Jambet (b. 1949), an active proponent of Corbin’s 
thought (Henri Corbin, Paris, 1981) and a writer on 
Ismaili history and literature. 

The history and the activities of the 
Bibliothèque nationale also fall outside the 
scope of this article. However, mention must 
be made of the scholarly contributions of the 
present curator of Persian manuscripts, Francis 
Richard, who has made valuable studies on 
scholarly contacts between France and Persia 
and the role of the religious orders. 

His masterly biography and edition, Raphaël 
du Mans: missionaire en Perse au XIIe siècle (2 
vols, Paris, 1995) is indispensable for the study 
of Safavid Persia. 

He has also embarked on a new catalogue 
of Persian manuscripts at the Bibliothèque 
national, the first volume of which has already 

appeared (Paris, 1989).

The Institut national des langues et civilisations 
orientales (official name of Langues 0) was the 
basic institution for undergraduate teaching in 
Iranian languages. 

Besides Persian, Pashto (Daniel Septfonds, Le 
Dzadrani: un parler pashto du Patkya [Afghanistan], 
Paris, 1994) and Kurdish were also offered on the 
syllabus. Courses in Kurdish began in 1947, taught by 
Roger Lescot (Grammaire kurde: dialecte kurmandji, 
in collab. with Bédir Khan, Paris, 1970). 

In 1970, a permanent position in Kurdish was 
established which is at present occupied by Joyce 
Blau de Wangen (b. 1932), who has published several 
works on various Kurdish dialects. 

Another prolific writer on Kurdish studies, 
particularly in relation to folklore and literature 
is Mohammad Mokri, who also worked for many 
years at Paris.

The CNRS has played a major role in developing 
Persian studies since 1970. More than twenty five 
scholars working in various groups are employed 
by this state organization, which is responsible 
for the major part of the budget for research and 
publications and is able to put into practice long 
term projects and plans concerning oriental studies. 

In 1995, most of the groups of research on 
Persian and Iranian studies (ancient, classical, and 
contemporary, excluding archeology) affiliated with 
CNRS were joined into a new research team “Monde 
Iranien,” headed by Bernard Hourcade (b. 1946), 
consisting of approximately forty researchers, 
excluding a number of foreign associate scholars. 

All institutions dealing with Persian and Iranian 
studies in Paris (CNRS, Sorbonne Nouvelle, Institut 
national des langues et civilisations orientales, 
EPHE) contribute to this new team.

Last but not least, the Collège de France has 
been one of the bastions of Iranian studies since the 
beginning of the last century. 

In 1999, Jean Kellens taught Avestan studies; 
Michel Tardieu, history of religions (Manicheism); 
and Pierre Briant, author of an authoritative work 
on the history of the Achaemenids (Histoire de 
l’empire acheménide, Paris, 1996), the ancient 
history of Persia.

This demonstrates the continuing prominence 
of Iranian studies in this most prestigious French 
academic institution.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.

Concluded.

Part 1

Partly because of the long tradition of 
philological studies in France which produced 
a succession of outstanding scholars of 
international repute and partly because of 
close historical and institutional connections 
through the two Délégations Archéologiques 
Françaises established in Persia and 
Afghanistan, the French contribution to pre-
Islamic Iranian studies, both in philological 
studies and archeology, has been considerable. 

This article traces the development of 
these academic contacts from their inception 
in the 18th century to the present by a brief 
chronological examination of the achievements 
of individual scholars in both fields, many 
of whom have separate entries of their own 
providing more detailed information. 

Furthermore, one of the main traits of 

French scholarship in the past two centuries 
has been the contribution made to Iranian 
studies, particularly in philological, historical 
and religious domains, by scholars with a wide 
range of interests of which Iranian studies 
form only a part. 

A chronological rather than a thematic 
approach enables us to delineate their 
individual contributions more clearly.

Abraham Hyacinthe Anquetil-Duperron 
(1731-1805) is generally regarded as a pioneer 
of pre-Islamic Persian studies who succeeded 
in collecting 180 manuscripts, including copies 
of the Avesta and samples of most Indian 
languages during his stay in India. 

These he deposited at the Bibliothèque du 
Roi (the future Bibliothèque nationale), thus 
providing source material for future research.

To be continued.
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