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The West’s double standards and its 
hypocrisy towards Islamic sanctities 

are quite abhorrent.
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Armored vehicles 
fail to quell French 
anger as violence 
escalates 

  In the wake of a fourth night 
of mayhem, French President 
Emmanuel Macron is under 
increasing pressure to declare a state 
of emergency as marauding gangs 
armed with stolen rifles continue to 
wreak havoc across the country.  

The violence has resulted in 
nearly more than 1300 arrests and 
widespread looting in major cities, 
prompting local police to declare 
themselves at war with what they 
describe as “savage hordes of 
vermin.” In a shocking turn of events, 
officers from two of France’s largest 
policing unions are now threatening 
to revolt.  Page 5
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What does the West seek by Quran burning?

Moscow, St. 
Petersburg to host 
Iranian Cultural Week

TEHRAN – The Russian cities of Moscow 
and St. Petersburg will be hosting an Iranian 
Cultural Week, which will start on July 4.

Iran’s Islamic Culture and Relations Orga-
nization (ICRO) will organize the event with 
contributions from the Embassy of Iran in 
Moscow.

Several art exhibitions and workshops, 
Iranian film screenings, musical concerts 
and computer games competitions will be 
held during the festival, the ICRO announced 
on Saturday.

Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance, his assistants and a member of 
the Iranian Parliament will attend the cul-
tural week.

As part of the festival, Iran’s National Or-
chestra will join the Russian National Youth 
Symphony Orchestra to perform two joint 
concerts in Moscow and St. Petersburg.

Iran and Russia have signed several mem-
orandums of understanding over the past 
year to enhance cultural relations.

One of the latest examples, was an MOU 
inked between Iran’s Farabi Cinema Founda-
tion (FCF) and Russia’s Red Square GC last 
week.

Red Square GC is actively engaged in var-
ious media businesses including TV, film-
making, TV series, Internet, copyright dis-
tribution, advertising and showbiz.   Page 8

Iran calls for urgent 
OIC meeting to 
discuss desecration 
of Quran

TEHRAN- The 
latest blasphe-
mous act against 
the Holy Quran 
in Sweden has 
prompted Iran to request an 
“emergency” meeting of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) foreign ministers.

Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian and OIC Sec-
retary-General Hissein Brahim 
Taha spoke on the phone on Fri-
day to discuss the sacrilegious 
burning of a copy of the Quran 
outside a mosque in Stockholm, 
the capital of Sweden.

The OIC foreign ministers 
should convene as soon as pos-
sible to discuss the sacrilegious 
act, according to Amir Abdolla-
hian.  Page 2

Muslims tasked to 
vigorously oppose 
Western-leveled insults 
against Quran: Raisi

TEHRAN - Ira-
nian President 
Ebrahim Raisi has 
stated that Muslim 

countries have a re-
sponsibility to vigorously stand 
against the desecration of Is-
lamic sanctities, particularly the 
Holy Quran while felicitating his 
Algerian counterpart Abdelm-
adjid Tebboune on Eid al-Adha.

Friday’s phone call between 
Tebboune and Raisi also covered 
prospects for improving ties be-
tween the two nations.

The presidents of Iran and Al-
geria discussed strategies for 
developing ties in a variety of 
areas.

Raisi emphasized the Iranian 
government’s commitment to 
forging connections with  Page 2

Bazaar-e Tajrish: a 
shopper’s paradise 
with a historical twist

TEHRAN – Bazaar-e Tajrish, which is situated 
in the northern part of Tehran, is vibrant 
traditional marketplace deeply rooted in Persian 
history and culture. 

With its captivating atmosphere, maze-like 
alleys, and diverse collection of shops, it is a 
must-visit destination for tourists seeking an 
authentic Iranian experience.

Situated in the Tajrish neighborhood, in the 
foothills of the Alborz Mountains, the bazaar 
enjoys a strategic location that attracts locals 
and visitors alike. It holds a prominent place in 
Tehran’s history, dating back to the Qajar era 
(1785-1925) when the city flourished as the 
capital of Iran.

Its western entrance is next to Imamzadeh 
Saleh, where most of the fruit and vegetables of 
the season are sold.  Page 6

Miankaleh, a biosphere 
reserve of high significance

By Mehdi Garshasbi
Miankaleh Wetland in the northern 

Mazandaran province, is a biosphere reserve, 
which is known as a wildlife sanctuary and is of 
high environmental and national importance.

Ashuradeh is the name of an island on the 
Miankaleh peninsula.

The long and narrow peninsula is 48 kilo-
meters long, and between 1.3 and 3.2 kilo-
meters wide, which sets apart Gorgan Bay 
from the Caspian Sea. Four villages namely 
Ashuradeh, Qezel-e Shomali, Qezel-Mehdi, 
and Qavasatl are situated on the peninsula.

Major habitats include wetlands, inter-tid-
al mud with sandy shores, shallow marine 
waters, forests, peatlands, and agricultural 
areas.  Page 7

Russian FM 
says SCO will 
accept Iran’s full 
membership July 4

TEHRAN- Iran will formally become a full 
member of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) on July 4, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov announced on Friday. 

Speaking at the opening of a SCO center in 
Moscow, Lavrov declared, “The full member-
ship of Iran will be approved at the meeting 
of heads of state on July 4.”

Although Iran originally requested to join 
the alliance 15 years ago, it wasn’t granted 
membership until 2021.

The SCO, which has its headquarters in 
China, is a diplomatic organization with 
eight members: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Russia, India, and Pa-
kistan.

The group was founded in 2001, and its 
members seek to address shared security 
challenges, cooperate militarily, and ad-
vance internal trade.

In March 2022, Iran and the group formal-
ly began the procedure for Teheran’s mem-
bership. 

Iran committed to joining the SCO by 
signing a memorandum of understanding in 
September of that same year. A month later, 
the Iranian parliament gave its approval for 
the nation to join the bloc.  Page 2

National Industry, 
Mining Day celebrated

TEHRAN- The National Industry and Min-
ing Day was celebrated at Tehran’s Islamic 
Summit Conference Hall on Saturday.

The ceremony, which was the 27th edi-
tion of the event, was attended by President 
Ebrahim Raisi, Industry, Mining and Trade 
Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi and some of his 
deputies, some MPS and some directors of 
industrial and mining companies.

During the event, 58 exemplary industrial 
and mining units were honored.

Addressing this ceremony, President Raisi 
considered the celebration of such occasions 
as an excuse to pay special attention to the 
topic of that occasion and said: “Naturally, a 
topic like industry and mining is of interest 
throughout the year, but this occasion is an 
excuse for all sectors to pay attention to the 
advantages and capacities as well as possi-
ble obstacles and problems faced by indus-
trialists and miners in particular.”

The slogan of this year’s edition of the na-
tional event was “Industry and mining; Driv-
ing force of progress in the second step of 
the revolution”.

MEK should leave 
Alania if they want to 
fight Iran: PM

TEHRAN – The prime minister of Albania 
has said that his country is no longer willing 
to continue to host the MEK terrorist group 
if they want to fight Iran from Albanian soil. 

Edi Rama said the MEK group has violated 
the agreement according to which they were 
relocated to Albania from Iraq. 

“We have had the MEK in our country for 
several years. They are welcome, but on the 
condition that they do not use Albania as a 
platform for their political operations. Our 
Iranian guests have repeatedly violated this 
agreement,” he said in an interview with the 
German Der Spiegel publication, according to 
Albania Daily News.  Responding to a question 
on the alleged hack of Iranian government com-
puters in Tehran, the Albanian prime minister 
said, “Albania has no intention of being at war 
with the Iranian regime. Albania does not accept 
anyone who has abused our hospitality.”

He also said that Albania accepted thou-
sands of the MEK members at the request of 
the Barack Obama administration. 

Rama pointed out that the MEK has turned 
Albania into a trench in its campaign against 
Iran. “Our country is used as a trench in a 
war that is not ours, it does not work! Of 
course, they have every right to fight for 
their freedom, but to do so they must leave 
Albania,” the prime minister continued. 

MEK is a terrorist group that moved from 
Iraq to Albania with American help. They re-
side in secluded camps with little access, if 
any, to the outside world.

The Interior Ministry of Albania an-
nounced last month that Albanian police 
conducted a raid into the headquarters of 
the MEK group. The raid was carried out 
based on the Balkan nation’s counter-ter-
rorism laws.  Page 3
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An Iranian protester holds the Quran in his hand during a protest against a man who burned a copy of the holy book outside a mosque in the Swedish 
capital Stockholm, in front of the Swedish Embassy in Tehran, Iran June 30, 2023.

Muslim protesters shout slogans during a rally outside the Swed-
ish Embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia, Monday, Jan30, 2023. 

Unsuccessful 
Assassination of Belief
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U.S. involvement in Syria is flagrant breach of international law: envoy

MKO is a threat to host countries: NGO leader

TEHRAN- The unlawful presence of foreign 
military forces, especially U.S. troops, in Syria 
is denounced by Iranian Ambassador to the 
United Nations, calling it a flagrant breach of 
international law.

Amir Saeed Iravani made the remarks while 
addressing the UN Security Council session on 
“The situation in the Middle East: (Syria)” on 
Thursday. 

“The illegal presence of the foreign military 
forces, including the U.S. troops, in Syria is clear 
violation of the UN charter and the international 
laws and also the main source of insecurity in 
that country,” Iravani stated.

The following is the text of Iravani’s statement:

As highlighted by Today’s briefers and in the lat-
est report by the Secretary-General on humanitar-
ian needs in the Syrian Arab Republic (S/2023/419), 
the humanitarian situation in Syria has been sig-

nificantly worsened by the devastating earthquake 
on 6 February 2023 and the needs of the affected 
population have reached their highest level since 
the beginning of the conflict.

Meanwhile, the insufficient funding of the hu-
manitarian response plan is concerning and re-
quires greater support.

The recent visit of Mr. Griffiths to Damascus 
on 26 June, where he engaged in fruitful discus-

sions with the President and Foreign Minister of 
the Syrian Arab Republic, specifically address-
ing the humanitarian situation, is a positive 
step. We commend Mr. Griffiths for his tireless 
efforts and extend our gratitude to the United 
Nations and its partners for their unwavering 
dedication in assisting the Syrian people and 
diligently working towards alleviating their im-
mense suffering.

The UN report confirms that the Syrian govern-
ment’s decision to open the Bab al-Salam and Al-
Ra’ee border crossings, along with the subsequent 
three-month extension until 13 August, has sig-
nificantly facilitated direct and efficient access to 
affected individuals. We commend the Syrian gov-
ernment for its constructive cooperation, which 
has played a crucial role in enabling enhanced hu-
manitarian operations.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

TEHRAN – Chief of a non-gov-
ernmental organization (NGO) 
called Nejat Society (Society of 
Saviors) believes that now the MKO 
has turned into a burden for the 
West and that the West can no lon-
ger use them as a “asset”.

The comments by Ebrahim 
Khodabandeh comes Albanian au-
thorities ordered a raid on a MKO 
camp near the capital, Tirana, that 
houses thousands of members of 
the group. The U.S. has also ex-
pressed support for the raid.

Albanian state police seized doz-
ens of computers on June 20 during 
the raid on the Ashraf 3 camp where 
some 2,800 members of the MKO, 
also called MEK, live after local media 
reported that the group is suspect-
ed of orchestrating cyberattacks 
against foreign institutions.

“This group is no longer consid-
ered a threat for Iran, rather they 
are always a threat to the host 
country,” Khodabandeh told IRNA 
on Friday as families whose loved 
ones are in captivity of the MKO 
gathered in front of the Turkish 

embassy in Tehran.

Turkey has been representing 
Albania’s interest in Iran since Ti-
rana cut diplomatic ties with Iran 
in July 2022.

“The Nejat Society is composed 
of families whose loved ones are 
members of the Mujahedin Khalq 
Organization that are now held in 
the camp of this group, and are in 
a sense the hostages of this orga-
nization.”

Khodabandeh said, “The mem-
bers of this organization have no 
access to anything outside (the 
organization) and it is for ten years 
that they cannot have contact with 
their families.”

The NGO chief added, “Fortu-
nately, today we are witnessing 
that the government of Albanian 

has found out about the terrorist 
nature of sectarian group.”

He went on to say that the Tira-
na government was preventing the 
entry of Iranian citizen to Albania 
under pressure by the MKO leaders 
and “now we want this barrier is 
removed so that families can visit 
this country and follow the case of 
their loves ones there.”  

In the June 20 raid Albanian po-
lice declined to provide specifics 
of the investigation, which was or-
dered by the Albanian judiciary due 
to the violation of agreements the 
group made when they settled in 
Albania a decade ago.

The U.S. State Department said 
in an e-mail to RFE/RL that Amer-
ican authorities were informed 
that the raid was conducted law-
fully and voiced support for Tira-
na’s sovereign right to take such 
action.

“The Albanian State Police have 
assured us that all actions were 
conducted in accordance with ap-
plicable laws, including with regard 
to the protection of the rights and 

freedoms of all persons in Albania. 
We support the Government of 
Albania’s right to investigate any 
potential illegal activities within 
its territory,” the State Department 
statement said.

MKO representatives claimed that 
one elderly person died as a result of 
the use of tear gas by police during 
the raid, but Albania’s interior min-
ister and the police, who released a 
video recording of the operation, de-
nied responsibility.

The reported death had nothing 
to do with the actions of the police, 
Interior Minister Bledi Cuci said.

“I guarantee you that no person 
was touched during the police op-
eration,” Cuci said at a news con-
ference, adding that the reaction of 
the MKO was “unacceptable, intol-
erable, and reprehensible.”

“They are in Albania according 
to an agreement that stipulates 
that they will not carry out politi-
cal activities or protests, and they 
are sheltered only for humanitarian 
purposes,” Cuci said.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   friendly and sim-
ilarly-minded Islamic nations, and 
expressed optimism that relations 
with Algeria, particularly in com-
mercial and economic spheres, 
will deepen given the enormous 
shared capacities.

The Algerian president also 
wished the Iranian government 
and people a happy Eid al-Adha.

Tebboune further stressed the 
significance of upholding the Is-
lamic identity and expressed his 
nation’s desire to strengthen rela-
tions with Iran in all spheres.

Addressing the Friday prayer 
event in the city of Rafsanjan, 
in the southeastern province of 
Kerman, Raisi also noted that the 
Muslim world will never forget the 
recent desecration against the 
Quran in Sweden.

Raisi averred that “the most 
valuable divine book” has just 
been degraded in a Western so-

ciety that purports to safeguard 
free expression.

The action has enraged not just 
two billion Muslims, but also ad-
herents of other divine religions, 
he pointed out. 

“An insult to our beloved Quran is 
an insult to all divine religions, hu-
manity and all divine values, which 

the Islamic society will not toler-
ate,” the Iranian president added. 

Raisi said that young people 
need to understand how arro-
gantly individuals who ostensibly 
support freedom of expression 
allowed a blasphemous deed 
against Muslim sanctities. 

“They are lying and do not sup-

port freedom of expression and 
opinion. They oppose freedom and 
seek to impose their despotism in 
the form of freedom of expression 
on humanity,” he highlighted.

The Quran is a symbol of free-
dom that teaches mankind, ac-
cording to Raisi, but those who 
defame the sacred are opposed to 
freedom of expression.

Nasser Kanaani, the spokes-
person for the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry, strongly condemned on 
Thursday the Swedish govern-
ment’s approval of the recurrence 
of such sacrilegious crimes by Is-
lamophobes living in Sweden who 
had previously insulted the holy 
book on several times.

In order to denounce the blas-
phemous act, many Iranians and 
college students gathered in front 
of the Swedish embassy in Tehran 
on Friday, calling for respect for the 
sanctities of heavenly religions.

From page 1   He stated that the meeting 
might take place on July 5 and 6 in Baku, Azer-
baijan, concurrent with the ministerial confer-
ence of the Coordinating Bureau of the Non-
Aligned Movement.

The senior Iranian diplomat condemned the 
latest “offensive and provocative” conduct 
against the Quran once more.

In a repeated and state-authorized act of sac-
rilege against the Muslim holy book, two men 
burnt a copy of the holy book outside Stock-
holm’s main mosque on Wednesday after re-
ceiving permission from a Swedish court.

The decision was made to coincide with Eid 
al-Adha, a Muslim holiday that commemorates 
the end of the annual Hajj pilgrimage.

The action has been denounced by several 

Arab and Muslim nations.

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi declared on 
Friday that the Muslim world would never forget 
the recent sacrilegious deed committed against 
“the most valuable divine book” in a Western na-
tion that professes to support free speech.

Meanwhile, the OIC chairman praised Iran’s 
leadership position in the organization and the 
importance it places on condemning the blas-
phemous conduct. 

He also stated that the OIC intends to hold 
an emergency meeting of ambassadors and 
permanent representatives in the Saudi city of 
Jeddah to that aim.

“Membership of Iran in SCO can level up capacity”

Also, Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian said 
on Friday that Iran’s inclusion in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) will increase 
the bloc’s weight.

Amir Abdollahian made the statements 
during a phone call with SCO Secretary-General 
Zhang Ming, amid reports that Iran’s full mem-
bership will be approved next week.

He stated that the Iranian parliament and 
government, notably the Foreign Ministry, had 
worked hard to compile and ratify the docu-

ments related to the country’s full membership.

Earlier on Friday, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov announced that Iran’s member-
ship in the SCO will be formally approved. 

“At the upcoming meeting of heads of state 
on July 4, the full membership of Iran will be ap-
proved,” Lavrov said.

The senior Iranian diplomat praised the SCO 
secretary-general’s efforts and cooperation in 
completing the full membership process.

Iran, according to Amir Abdollahian, is pre-
pared to participate in the SCO’s upcoming vir-
tual summit.

In the upcoming week, he declared, Iran will 
formally introduce its coordinator to the orga-
nization’s secretariat. Although Iran originally 
requested to join the bloc 15 years ago, it wasn’t 
granted membership until 2021.

The SCO, which has its headquarters in China, 
is a diplomatic group with eight members: Chi-
na, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajiki-
stan, Russia, India, and Pakistan.

The bloc was founded in 2001, and its 
members collaborate militarily, address 
common security challenges, and advance 
internal trade. 

Iran calls for urgent OIC meeting to discuss desecration of Quran

In a note, Kayhan the isolation of the Zionist re-
gime. Pointing to Al-Arabi Al-Jadeed newspaper, it 
wrote: There are those in Israel who believe that 
the reason for not inviting Benjamin Netanyahu to 
Washington, that is usually done after every elec-
tion and formation of a new government in Israel, 
is that the American government intends to reach 
understandings with Iran regarding the country’s 
nuclear program; in this way, to avoid the possibility 
of Netanyahu using this trip to incite Congress and 
public opinion in America against the government, 
like what he did when the nuclear deal was signed 
in 2015. The strategy adopted by Israel was to rely 
on America and Europe to stop Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, especially during Netanyahu’s premiership 
from 2009 onward; but now, with the steps of the 
new American government and the latest decisions 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency regard-
ing Iran and the progress of this country in nuclear 
technology, Israel cannot rely on anyone other than 
itself, and the only option is to rely on itself.

Shargh: Success or failure

In an analysis, Shargh discussed the Iran-U.S. 
talks and said: The vague atmosphere that was 
going on with the news of the behind-the-scenes 
negotiations between Iran and the U.S. in recent 
weeks has also spread to the success or failure of 
these talks, and that is why contradictory news 
is being heard from media. Although some media 
talk about the possibility of an agreement between 
Iran and the United States, the officials of the Biden 
government still insist that there is no agreement 
with Tehran. Anthony Blinken said during a speech 
at the American Council on Foreign Relations that 
“currently there is no agreement on Iran’s nuclear 
program, but we are still interested in finding dip-
lomatic paths (with Iran).” Biden’s team insists in 
official and public comments that there is no new 
nuclear deal. However, unofficially, the authorities 
of various countries have estimated the general 
outlines of the imminent ceasefire with Iran. Mean-
while, the U.S. Congress has never believed the re-
peated denials by the Biden government and has 
made every effort to use its power to prevent ne-
gotiations and conclusion of an agreement. These 
efforts, especially after the possibility of reaching 
an understanding and agreement instead of an of-
ficial agreement to bypass Congress, caused the 

House of Representatives and the Senate to insist 
on their opposition more seriously.

Sobh-e-No: France and the silence of the celebrities 
In an analysis, Sobh-e-No addressed the pro-

tests in France. It wrote: Although in the case of 
the 24-hour riot by the Wagner group, we saw a 
media coup in a way as if Putin was on the verge 
of collapse, they are mum in the face of what is 
happening in Paris and avoid emotional analyses. 
In Western countries, police deal with every type 
of protest with the full support of government, 
and there is no news of regret from the self-pro-
claimed human rights groups. The traitorous 
Persian-language media, which spread scenes of 
chaos, war and protests for the Iranians, use the 
word “chaos” in the French protests and invite the 
people to calm down! Also, Macron, the president 
of France, who tried to play a special role in the 
riots in Iran in the fall of 1401(2022) by expressing 
support for the rioters and publicly met with the 
Iranian opposition leaders and chanted slogans 
for democracy, now blames social media net-
works for the events in France and emphasizes 
that restrictive measures should be applied in 
connection with social networks.

Etemad: Muslim unity angers global arrogance
In a commentary, Etemad discussed the insult 

and burning of the Quran in Sweden. It wrote: 
There are groups in the world who are upset with 
unity and harmony among Muslims and therefore 
they are trying to undermine Muslims. In fact, the 
two main pillars, the Quran and the Kaaba, are the 
world of unity and integration of Muslims. Enemies 
have correctly understood that in order to create 
division among Muslims, their intellectual and 
communication fields should be blocked. Behind 
the scene of this type of immoral and inhumane 
behavior is global arrogance and the perpetrators 
of this behavior are mercenaries who engage in 
any un-Islamic and inhumane movement to cause 
rift among Muslims. These behaviors are against 
freedom of speech because the desecration of 
the Quran as a criminal act has hurt the feelings 
of billions of people. Those who want freedom 
of speech and citizenship rights should see that 
more than two billion Muslims around the world 
are incensed with this movement and want to deal 
with the perpetrators of this type of behavior.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Israel’s isolation is increasing day by day

From page 1   A month later, the Iranian parlia-
ment approved the country’s accession to the bloc.

On July 4, the meeting will be held virtually 
in New Delhi.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi empha-
sized the importance of the SCO on March 7 
in order to promote global cooperation and 
counter unilateralism.

Raisi stated that the SCO member nations 
had access to “considerable manpower,” “rich 
resources,” and “vast geographical expanse” 
when speaking with SCO Secretary-General 
Zhang Ming in Tehran.

“This has created extraordinary capacities 
for the organization that it can use to effec-
tively confront unilateralism and play an ef-
fective role in creating regional and interna-
tional convergence,” he continued.

According to Zhang, who praised Tehran’s 
ties to other SCO members, “We are certain 
that, given its rich civilizational and histori-
cal background, Iran can serve as an active 
and productive member in expanding the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization’s field 

of action and strength.”

In May, China’s SCO National Coordinator, 
Zhang Haizhou, said that more and more coun-
tries are applying to join the SCO family.

Speaking to media persons from countries 
member to the SCO, Zhang welcomed journal-
ists on behalf of the Department of Europe-
an-Central Asian Affairs at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China.

Zhang explained that the goals of the SCO 
are as follows: firstly, to step into a new stage 
with unity and mutual trust; secondly, to reach 
a new level of security cooperation; thirdly, to 
enter into a new stage of opening-up; fourth-
ly, to make achievements in cultural and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges; fifthly, to confirm 
the trend of democracy in a multi-polar world.

Iran has recently taken part in a vigorous 
diplomatic drive across the world, deepening 
friendships with neighbors and partners in 
various regions, particularly Latin America.

Tehran has also asked to join the BRICS 
group, which also includes Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa.

Russian FM says SCO will accept Iran’s full 
membership July 4

Muslims tasked to vigorously oppose 
Western-leveled insults against Quran: Raisi



Persepolis 
complete signing 
of Shahab Zahedi
TEHRAN – Persepolis football club signed 

Shahab Zahedi to complete their first signing of 
the summer transfer window. 

Zahedi has joined the Reds on one-year deal 
for an undisclosed fee.

He started his playing career in Persepolis in 2014 
but was transferred to ÍBV from Iceland in 2017. 

The 28-year-old forward has also played in 
Ukrainian teams Olimpik Donetsk and Zorya 
Luhansk. Zahedi has most recently played at 
Hungarian club Puskás Akadémia.

Farzami 2nd at ITF 
World Tennis  
Tour Juniors 
TEHRAN – Mandegar Farzami of Iran finished 

in second place in the 2023 ITF World Tennis Tour 
Juniors underway in Tehran, Iran.

She lost to Russian tennis player Anastasia 
Lizunova 2-0 (6-3, 6-1) at the Esteghlal club 
located in Tehran, Iran.

The ITF Junior World Tennis Tour gives players 
aged 18 and under the opportunity to travel the 
world and develop their talent. 

The Tour features 650 tournaments in 140 
countries. 

The tournament has brought tennis players 
across the world together in capital of Iran. 

Mehrdad 
Mohammadi signs 
for Esteghlal: IPL
TEHRAN – Qatar’s Al Sailiya winger Mehrdad 

Mohammadi joined Iranian top flight club 
Esteghlal on Saturday.

Mohammadi, 30, has penned a two-year deal 
with the Blues for an undisclosed fee.

Mohammadi started his youth career in 
Esteghlal’s archrivals Persepolis academy and 
also played in Iranian teams Rah Ahan and 
Sepahan.

Mohammadi, who is Milad Mohammadi’s twin 
brother, has also played in Portugal’s Aves and 
Qatar’s Al Arabi. 

Iran edge Uzbekistan 
at 2023 Asian Women’s 
Junior Handball 
Championship 
TEHRAN – Iran defeated Uzbekistan 37-36 in 

Group B of the 2023 Asian Women’s Junior Handball 
Championship on Saturday.

Iran are scheduled to meet Chinese Taipei 
(Sunday) and India (Wednesday).

Hong Kong, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Japan and 
South Korea are in Group A.

The Iranian team lost to China 29-23 in their 
opening match. 

The Asian Women’s Junior Handball 
Championship is the official competition for junior 
women’s national handball teams of Asia, and 
takes place every two years.

The top five teams will qualify for the 24th IHF 
Women’s Junior (U20) Handball World Championship 
in North Macedonia, slated for June 19 to 30, 2024.

No U.S. visa yet for 
Iran volleyball coach 
Ataei: 2023 VNL
TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran Volleyball 

Federation (IRIVF) has said that no U.S. visas have 
been issued to several team’s members so far. 

Iran had previously warned the International 
Volleyball Federation (FIVB) it would withdraw from 
the 2023 VNL if the U.S. government doesn’t issue 
visas for the members of the Team.

The federation has now changed its decision 
and wants to send the team to Anaheim even 
if the U.S. government doesn’t grant visas to 
several members of the team. 

The VNL Week 3 will be held in Anaheim, 
California from July 4 to 9. Iran coach Behrouz 
Ataei’s visa has not been issued yet and the team 
should be headed by his assistants in Week 3.

Team Melli are scheduled to meet France on July 
4 in Anaheim, the U.S. and will also meet Bulgaria 
(July 6), Argentina (July 8) and Cuba (July 9).

Javanmard named 
Iran Paralympic 
Committee secretary 
general
TEHRAN – Kamal Javanmard was named as 

secretary general of Iran’s National Paralympic 
Committee (NPC) on Saturday.

He has been appointed to the role by President of 
Iran’s NPC Ghafour Karegari.

In March, Javanmard had been named Iran’s Chef 
de Mission for the Hangzhou 2022 Asian Para Games. 
He replaced Mohammad Tabe as NPC secretary 
general and is set to serve a four-year term.

Palma complete 
signing of Iran’s 
futsal star Aghapour
TEHRAN - Iran’s futsal player, Salar Aghapour, has 

joined the Spanish Palma Futsal club.
The 24-year-old player has inked a three-year 

contract with Palma Futsal for an undisclosed fee.
The sportsman could win the title of the best 

player in Iran’s Premier Futsal League last season.
Salar Aghapour was nominated for the Best Men’s 

Young Player in the World in 2021.
Hossein Tayyebi and Moslem Oladghobad are two 

other Iranian athletes who play for Palma.

Man Utd linked 
again with FC Porto’s 
Mehdi Taremi
TEHRAN - Manchester United’s hunt for a new 

striker has led them to consider Mehdi Taremi of FC 
Porto as a transfer target.

That is according to Portuguese outlet Journal de 
Noticias, who claim that Erik ten Hag is an admirer of 
Taremi’s qualities.

Last week, The Peoples Person covered an IMNA 
report linking The Red Devils with a swoop for the 
center forward, with the player available for just 
north of €20m – around £17m in English money.

That price tag is confirmed by the Noticias 
article, with the soon-to-be 31-year-old’s entry 
into the final year of his contract contributing to 
his knock-down price.

Journal de Noticias also claim that Man United 
have held an interest in Taremi “for some time,” and 
his performances at the World Cup last winter will 
have done nothing to dissuade potential suitors.

United have just agreed an initial £55m deal to 
sign Mason Mount from Chelsea and are currently in 
talk to sign Andre Onana from Inter Milan.

Between that and the massively inflated market 
for strikers this summer, a cheaper option up front 
could well be desirable for the club.

Going by his numbers in the Champions League 
last season, Taremi would not be too much of a 
compromise on quality either, with five goals and 
two assists in seven matches an excellent return.

His league form also belies his consistency, 
with the Iran star scoring 22 times and assisting 
seven goals in the Liga Portugal last term. For 
club and country, the forward has amassed 
an astounding 33 goals and 15 assists in all 
competitions in the 2022/2023 campaign.

Taremi’s output is notably better than 
€80m-rated Goncalo Ramos, although being a 
decade older and far less of an effective contributor 
to a high press would probably make the Iranian 
striker the less favored of the two targets.

But should United struggle to sell well and stay 
locked in the purgatory that is the Glazer sales 
process, they could do a lot worse than look to a 
bargain with Taremi’s pedigree.
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TEHRAN – An Iranian lawmaker 
has denounced the French 
government’s crackdown on the 
protests that erupted in the wake 
of the killing of a teenager by a 
police officer. 

Yaghoub Rezazadeh, who 
is a member of the Iranian 
parliament’s National Security 
and Foreign Policy Committee, 
told parliamentary news agency 
ICANA that protests in France 
have broken out over human 
rights violations. 

“I condemn the suppression 
of the peaceful demonstrations 
of the French people. These 
unrests have broken out due 
to people’s dissatisfaction with 
the French government and the 
lack of respect for human rights 
and the current situation in this 
country’s society. But the police 

intervened in this matter with 
very violent actions, to the point 
where a 17-year-old teenager was 
also shot dead in these recent 
disturbances,” he said. 

Rezazadeh added, “The French 
government is obligated to 
respect human rights and avoid 
resorting to force and violence 
against the people of its country, 

so the French statesmen must 
peacefully follow up on the 
demands of the people.”

He noted, “Unfortunately, 
these events happened while 
Westerners, especially France, 
are among the most demanding 
countries in human rights issues. 
They are countries that interfere 
in the internal affairs of other 
countries under the pretext of 
human rights but do not respect 
human rights themselves.”

The Iranian lawmaker said, “The 
French government is responsible 
for violating human rights. Of 
course, this is not a new thing 
and we have seen human rights 
contradictions many times in 
France, Germany, Italy and other 
European countries.”

He stated, “The United Nations 
should ask the French government 

to end these contradictory 
behaviors. Macron’s government 
must meet the demands of its 
people while ending the violence.”

Major French cities have been 
gripped by angry protests and 
riots after the fatal shooting 
of a teenage boy of Algerian 
and Moroccan descent during a 
routine traffic stop.

In a sign of the surging unrest, 
40,000 police officers had been 
deployed across France on Friday 
night in comparison with the 
4,000 that were mobilized only 
two days earlier.

On Tuesday, in the western town 
of Paris, French police opened fire 
at the teenage boy during traffic 
stop, fatally shooting him in the 
chest. The victim has only been 
identified as Nahel M and died at 
the scene.

TEHRAN – Iranian lawmaker Ali Khezrian 
has criticized an agreement signed between 
Iran and the UN nuclear watchdog earlier this 
year, describing it as running counter to a law 
passed by the parliament.

Khezrian, who is the spokesman for the 
Article 90 Committee of the parliament, said 
the members of the Committee have held a 
meeting with the head of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran (AEOI) and his deputies 

to review the implementation of the Strategic 
Action Law, which regulates Iran’s nuclear 
interactions with the West and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

“In this meeting, the head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization first presented a report on 
the various aspects of the agreement and the 
latest status of the Strategic Action Law,” the 
lawmaker said, according to Mehr News. 

He added, “After listening to the report of 
the head of the Atomic Energy Organization, it 
became clear to the members of the Committee 
that the agreement [with the IAEA] is against the 
law of strategic action to lift sanctions and the 
Supreme Leader of the Revolution’s emphasis 
on non-violation of this law.”

He said that according to the nuclear 
guidelines outlined by the Leader, Iran should 
not accept commitments that go beyond the 
Safeguards agreement. But the agreement 
with the Agency, Khezrian said, includes 

commitments far beyond the safeguards. 

“Unfortunately, according to the agency’s 
statement, about 10 cameras have been installed in 
the centrifuge production workshop at the Isfahan 
site that are beyond the safeguards,” he said. 

He also said that two enrichment monitoring 
devices (EMD) have been installed at Fordow and 
Natanz nuclear plants without authorization 
from the relevant Iranian authorities. “This is 
not only in contravention of the Parliament’s 
law but also beyond JCPOA commitments,” the 
lawmaker said, referring to the 2015 Iranian 
nuclear deal by its acronym. 

According to Khezrian, the installation of 
the EMD devices in Iran was the first of its kind 
in the world. 

Khezrian pointed out that according to the 
JCPOA, On-Line Enrichment Monitor (OLEM) 
devices should have been installed, not EMDs. “It 
should be made clear what are the differences 
between these two devices,” he continued. 

Lawmaker condemns crackdown on French protestors 

MP says Iran-IAEA March agreement violates Strategic Law

Frome Page 1   “Today’s 
operation was carried out in 
accordance with the laws and 
according to the ruling of the 
Supreme Court against terrorism,” 
the statement said. 

The statement added that 
according to the agreement 
between Albania and the 
organization in 2014, the members 
of this organization had become 
refugees in this country only for 
humanitarian reasons, but they 
have violated this agreement by 
carrying out terrorist and cyber 
acts.

On Friday, a group of families 
whose relatives are stranded in the 
camps of the Mojahedin-e Khalq 
(MEK) terrorist group in Albania 
gathered in Tehran to demand the 

release of their relatives.
The gathering took place in 

front of the Turkish embassy 

which represents the interests of 
Albania in Tehran.

The demonstrators expressed 

appreciation for the Albanian 
government’s move in arresting 
some of the MEK members and 
called on Tirana to shut down 
MEK camps. They urged the 
Albanian authorities to liberate 
their relatives who are stranded 
in the MEK camps, according to 
Fars News.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson has emphasized 
the terrorist nature of the MEK 
and its recent skirmishes with 
Albanian police, stating that the 
anti-Iran terror group would 
always pose a threat to the 
security of its host nations.

Nasser Kanaani expressed 
optimism that Albania would 
“make up for its mistake of hosting 
this terrorist cult.”

MEK should leave Alania if 
they want to fight Iran: PM

TEHRAN – Reza Zabib, Tehran’s 
ambassador to Spain, has highlighted Iran’s 
position in the Persian Gulf and the West 
Asia region, saying the Islamic Republic is 
an effective and constructive actor. 

In an article for Spanish newspaper 
La Razón, Zabib wrote, “Maintaining and 
strengthening maritime security in the 
region has been and still is one of the 
emphasized axes of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. We believe that all countries should 
responsibly contribute to this issue and 
mutually benefit from it. Experience has 
shown that foreign military presence in the 
region does not contribute to the security 
of the region, including maritime security. 
Therefore, such approaches should be 
ended. As the first beneficiaries of this 
issue, the countries of the region are the 
best supporters of maritime security.”

He added, “The Persian Gulf is the 
historical and inseparable home of its 
coastal countries. Differences in approaches 
and national interests are natural, but 
stability, prosperity of nations, solving 
cross-border problems, etc. show a wide 
range of common interests, which ultimately 
strengthen the provision of national 
interests of any country in the region. The 
experience of Saddam’s regime showed 
that unilateralism relying on foreigners 
ultimately causes instability in the entire 
region, which can have transregional 

consequences. The Islamic Republic of Iran 
welcoming the restoration of relations with 
the government of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia was realized in continuation of the 
principled policy of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in supporting regional integration and 
solving problems through dialogue. With a 
deep belief in the indivisibility of stability 
and prosperity in the region, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran warmly shakes the hands 
of all its neighbors in the Persian Gulf 
and friendly countries to strengthen this 
approach in the region as much as possible.”

Zabib noted, “The JCPOA, which is known 
as a successful symbol of multilateralism, 
is an outstanding example of the will 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to solve 
issues through diplomacy. Achieving this 
agreement with the active participation of 
the representative of the European Union’s 
foreign policy has created a rare history of 
successful and effective participation of the 
Union in solving an international issue.”

The ambassador also pointed to terrorism 
and the situation in Afghanistan as other 
issues of mutual interest with the European 
Union.

“Iran and the European Union have had 
close and sometimes effective cooperation 
for a long time. The limited list of issues 
mentioned represents common issues or 
even interests. Undoubtedly, there are more 
issues and every relationship includes some 

differences of views and interests. The 
Islamic Republic of Iran is an effective actor 
with a constructive role in West Asia and the 
Persian Gulf, where the European Union has 
certain interests,” he continued, according 
to Fars News. 

Zabib concluded, “As a Mediterranean 
country, Spain is the closest country and 
culture to this region. This issue, along with 
four centuries of friendly relations between 
Iran and Spain, has provided a unique 
opportunity to review and improve the 
approach of the European Union towards the 
region in order to play a more effective role. 
Relying on realism and respect for others 
in the tradition of Spanish diplomacy will 
guarantee Madrid’s success in the rotating 
presidency [of the European Union]. The 
Islamic Republic of Iran welcomes the close 
consultation with the rotating presidency 
in this regard and declares its readiness for 
this matter.”

Iran is constructive actor in West Asia and Persian Gulf: ambassador 



TEHRAN – As announced by a provincial 
official, over two million tons of agricultural 
and garden products are produced in 
Kordestan province, in the west of Iran, per 
year.

Mohammad-Saleh Ahmadi, the deputy head 
of the province’s Agriculture Department 
for plant production improvement, said 
1.754 million tons of agricultural products 
and 443,000 tons of garden products are 
produced in the province per annum.

The official further announced that 1,217,038 
hectares of Kordestan’s area is dedicated to 
agricultural land, which is about five percent 
of the country’s agricultural land.

President Ebrahim Raisi has referred to 
agriculture as a vital and privileged subject.

The president highlighted that the Ministry 
of Agriculture is the main upholder of self-
sufficiency in production of basic goods, 
ensuring food security, correct management 
of water consumption, reforming the 
cultivation pattern, dealing with profiteering 
in the distribution of agricultural products 
and preventing land use change.

“Agriculture plays an important role in the 
country’s economy and people’s livelihood, 
and plays a very vital role in the country’s self-
reliance and independence,” Raisi continued, 
outlining the agriculture’s significant place in 
religious culture.

Raisi noted that one of the key elements 
of the nation’s strength is productivity in 
the agricultural sector. “Self-reliance in 
the agricultural sector is important and 
considering the large capacities in the 
country, we can achieve self-sufficiency in 
the areas of food security, which is one of the 
plans of the Ministry of Agriculture in the 13th 
Administration.”

TEHRAN- Vietnamese Ambassador to Iran 
Luong Quoc Huy said that his country is eager 
to cooperate with Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA) to 
develop and strengthen bilateral relations.

The Vietnamese envoy made the remarks 
in a message to ICCIMA new Head Hossein 
Selahvarzi.

In early May, Representatives of the private 
sectors of Iran and Vietnam discussed the 
ways of developing trade between the two 
sides in a meeting held at the place of the 
ICCIMA.

Chaired by an ICCIMA director, Shahram 
Khasipour, the meeting was attended by 
a delegation of Vietnamese officials and 
businesspersons.

Speaking at the meeting, Khasipour 
underlined Vietnam’s growing economy and 
said: “Vietnam’s economy is growing and has 

experienced an eight percent growth last 
year”.

He further mentioned Iran’s progress in the 
field of industry, technical and engineering 
services, and nanotechnology, noting that 
considering the existing capacities, the level 
of economic exchanges between the two 
countries can be significantly increased.

TEHRAN- The value of non-oil export from 
Golestan province, in the northeast of Iran, rose 
17 percent during the first three months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-June 21), 
as compared to the same period of time in the 
past year, a provincial official announced.

Shahriyar Shahriyari, the director-general of 
the province’s Customs Department, said that 
123,606 tons of non-oil goods worth $64.809 
million were exported from the province in 
the three-month period of this year, with a 
29-percent growth in weight, year on year.

He named cheese, eggs, polystyrene, fish food, 
iron pipes, dates, nylon, polyethylene compound, 
and rebar as the major exported items, and 
Turkmenistan, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Romania, Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bulgaria, 
Armenia, Tajikistan, Turkey, India, and Kyrgyzstan 
as the main export destinations.

The official further announced that over 
20,000 tons of non-oil products valued at 
$39.965 million were imported to the province in 
the first quarter of the present year.

He named crude soybean oil, greenhouse 
equipment, fabric, sodium sulfate, chemicals, and 
production line machinery as the main imported 
items, and China, Turkey, Turkmenistan, England, 
Kazakhstan, India, Russia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Taiwan, Australia, and Germany as the major 
sources of imports.

As previously announced by Darvish-Ali 
Hassan-Zadeh, the head of the province’s 
Industry, Mining and Trade Department, the 
value of export from Golestan province increased 
by 26 percent in the past Iranian calendar year 
1401 (ended on March 20), as compared to the 
preceding year.

He said that non-oil commodities worth $235 

million were exported from the province to 33 
countries in the previous year.

According to the data released by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA), 
Iran’s non-oil trade stood at 44.1 million tons 
worth $26.5 billion during the first three months 
of the current Iranian calendar year.

Based on the IRICA data, the country’s non-
oil export reached 35.5 million tons worth $12.5 
billion, while the imports were 8.6 million tons 
valued at $14 billion in the first quarter of the 
current year.

During the mentioned period, the exports rose 
24.4 percent in weight but dropped 8.84 percent 
in terms of value, however, the imports increased 
one percent in weight and 5.79 percent in value, 
as compared to the same period of time in the 
previous year.

China, Iraq, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), and India were the top five export 
destinations of Iranian non-oil goods in the 
mentioned three months, and the UAE, China, 
Turkey, Germany, and India were the top five 
sources of import.

According to the IRICA data, corn, soybeans, 
sunflower seed oil, rice, wheat, and barley were 
the main items imported to the country.

TEHRAN- The U.S. Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) 
in a report put Iran’s oil revenue in 
2022 at $54 billion, up $17 billion 
from the country’s oil income in 
2021.

The EIA’s report also put the 
Islamic Republic’s oil revenue in 
the first five months of 2023 at 
$19 billion.

Back in January, the EIA in 
a report put Iran’s average oil 
production in 2022 at 2.54 million 
barrels per day (bpd), 140,000 
bpd more than the previous year.

In late April, the European 
Union’s statistics office Eurostat 
announced the import of Iranian 
oil by three European Union (EU) 
members in 2022, and introduced 
Bulgaria as the newest customer 
of Iranian oil in this union.

The information published 
by Eurostat shows that the 
European Union imported 4,181 
tons of crude oil or oil products 

from Iran last year.

Although the amount of EU 
oil imports from Iran is not a 
significant figure, it indicates the 
desire of European refineries to 
ignore the U.S. sanctions against 
Iran, and the inclusion of these 
figures in the official European 
oil import statistics shows the 
desire of the European authorities 
to distance themselves from the 
sanctions, or at least showing 
their objection to the U.S. 
sanctions policy against Iran.

Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi has said that the oil and gas 
sector experienced a growth of 
nine percent in the past Iranian 
calendar year 1401 (ended on 

March 20).

Oil Minister Javad Oji has also 
said that a new record high will be 
reached in the country’s oil export 
in the current Iranian calendar 
year.

The country’s oil export in 1401 
was 83 million barrels more than 
that of 1400, and 190 million 
barrels more than the export in 
1399, the minister announced.

Underlining that now oil 
export has reached the highest 
figure in the last two years, the 
official said, “Considering that 
the Oil Ministry is one of the main 
providers of the country’s foreign 
currency; in the 13th government, 

despite the tightening of cruel 
sanctions, fortunately, thanks to 
the grace of God and the efforts of 
our colleagues in the country’s oil 
and gas industries, there are good 
records in the field of exporting 
crude oil, gas condensate, and 
petroleum and petrochemical 
products.”

Despite the negative impacts of 
the U.S. sanctions, Iran has been 
ramping up its oil production and 
exports over the past few months.

In his remarks in November 
2022, President Raisi highlighted 
the failure of the enemy’s policy 
of maximum pressure, saying the 
country’s oil export has reached 
the pre-sanction levels.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index 
of Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), 
drops 9,490 points to 2.143 million 
on Saturday.

As reported, over 6.813 billion 

securities worth 51.679 trillion rials 
(about $123 million) were traded at 
the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most 

important one. The other three 
ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market, known as Iran 
Fara Bourse (IFB). 

Last week, Head of Iran’s Securities 

and Exchange Organization (SEO) 

Majid Eshqi said his organization’s 

current priority is to attract capital 

for the country’s private sector.

TEHRAN- As announced by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA), 3.5 million tons of commodities were 
transited through the country during the first 
three months of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21-June 21). 

As reported, the figure shows a 
7.86-percent fall as compared to the first 
three months of the past year.

As previously announced by the Iranian 
deputy transport minister, 10.8 million tons 
of commodities were transited through the 
country in the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(ended on March 20).

Shahriyar Afandizadeh also announced 
that Iran registered a new record high with 
the transit of 8.3 million tons of non-oil 
goods in 1401, adding that 2.5 million tons 
of oil products were also transited via the 
country in the previous year.

“Considering the transit of 7.5 million tons 
of non-oil goods in 1400, we have seen a 
10.7-percent growth in the transit of this type 
of goods in 1401 compared to the previous 
year”, the official said.

“In 1401, we witnessed important 
developments and achievements in the 
strategic and operational areas of the 
country’s transit, whose definitive effects 
will be seen gradually and steadily on the 
growth of transit from the country in 1402 
and the coming years”, the deputy transport 
minister further highlighted.

Afandizadeh then explained: “In line with 
the activation and development of the North-
South International Transport Corridor, in a 
tripartite meeting in last September between 
the high-ranking officials of our country and 
the Russian Federation and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in Baku, while aiming to achieve 
the transit of 15 million tons of goods 
through this corridor by 2030, agreements 
were reached in the field of strengthening 
the cooperation of the three countries in joint 
investment and financing, the completion 
and development of key infrastructures and 

their exploitation, especially the construction 
of the Rasht-Astara railway line, facilitating 
cross-border traffic of goods and increasing 
the quality and quantity of this traffic”, 
adding that the implementation of these 
agreements is being followed up.

He went on to say, “One of the most 
important events last year was Iran’s full 
membership in the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO). In a short period of time 
after the meeting of the heads of Shanghai 
in September 1401 in Samarkand, the first 
six-party meeting of the transport ministers 
of Iran and the countries of Central Asia, 
in addition to Russia and Azerbaijan was 
held in Tehran in October 1401 with the 
goal of achieving 20-million tons of annual 
transit between Iran and Central Asian 
countries, as an area with a very high role and 
importance in east-west and north-south 
transit, especially after the recent regional 
and international developments, which was 
approved by the members.”

This year, the issue of transit and playing a 
role in major programs such as those related 
to China’s Belt and Road Initiative, Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO), and 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) is one of the 
main priorities of the Transport Ministry in 
developing transport relations with regional 
and extra-regional target countries, the 
deputy transport minister noted.

After seven years of reduction in the 
transit of goods from the country, the growth 
path of transit resumed in the past Iranian 
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20, 
2022) and with the passage of 12.65 million 
tons of goods through Iran, a growth of 68 
percent was achieved.

The policy of paying attention to neighbors 
and developing political and economic 
relations with neighboring countries in the 
current government, increasing attention 
to road and rail routes in the world, and the 
efforts and cooperation of transportation and 

trade-related organizations in establishing 
or activating corridors through the country 
has led to significant growth in transit of 
goods through Iran.

Iran is one of the countries with a special 
status in trade and transit relations due to 
its strategic location and special geography, 
as the country is the passage of several 
important international corridors.

Considering its geographical location, Iran 
can pla y a significant role in the transit of 
goods in the region and benefit a lot from its 
status in this due.

Paying attention to upstream documents, 
especially the country’s development 
plans, and the government’s decision to 
develop transit, paying special attention to 
infrastructure development, reducing transit 
time, making it cheaper to cross Iran and 
making more advantages over competitors, 
due to the short path for customers, can lead 
to facilitating the development of transit 
so that the country can reach the desired 
growth in this due.

In early June, Deputy Transport Minister 
Shahriyar Afandizadeh announced that the 
Transport and Urban Development Ministry 
is preparing a five-year comprehensive plan 
for increasing transportation and transit 
relations with Central Asia, as well as the 
Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman countries.

According to Afandizadeh, the mentioned 
plan is being prepared in collaboration 
with all related bodies, and negotiations 
are underway for its finalization under the 
framework of several memorandums of 
understanding (MOUs) at the level of the 
relevant ministers.

The plan includes the basic strategies 
and executive roadmap in a step-by-step 
manner for the next five years and will mark 
the evolution of the bilateral transport and 
transit relations with the target countries, 
including the countries of Central Asia 
and the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman, 
Afandizadeh explained.

This year, the issue of transit and playing a 
role in major programs such as those related 
to China’s Belt and Road Initiative, Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO), and 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) is one of the 
main priorities of the Transport Ministry in 
developing transport relations with regional 
and extra-regional target countries, the 
deputy transport minister noted.
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Vietnamese Ambassador to Iran Luong Quoc 
Huy (L) and ICCIMA Head Hossein Selahvarzi 

Kordestan’s annual agricultural output 
stands at over 2m tons

Vietnam eager to cooperate with ICCIMA to 
strengthen bilateral relations: envoy

Quarterly export from Golestan province 
rises 17% on year

TEDPIX drops 9,400 points on Saturday

3.5m tons of goods transited via Iran in 3 months

EIA puts Iran’s 
average oil 

production in 
2022 at 2.54m 

bpd

10.8m tons of 
commodities 

transited through 
Iran in past Iranian 

year

Iran’s oil income stands  
at $54b in 2022: EIA



By Ali Karbalaei 

TEHRAN- There is a sinister 
motive behind the burning of the 
Quran in Sweden. 

Another blasphemous event 
in Europe, burning pages of the 
Quran, this time in the Swedish 
capital in front of a mosque on 
the day of Eid al-Adha when many 
Muslims had congregated is a clear 
sign of provocation.

And in another clear sign of the 
hurt this has caused to the Islamic 
world, Iraq’s highest religious 
authority, Ayatollah Sayyad Ali al-
Sistani, who refrains from issues 
concerning international affairs, 
published a rare statement of 
condemnation.

Swedish authorities allowed the 
fascist individual to carry out the 
sacrilegious act under the guise of 
“freedom of speech” under police 
protection.

This is not the first time such a 
blasphemous act has taken place in 
Sweden or Europe.

The double standards of the West 
and the hypocrisy towards Islamic 
sanctities is quite abhorrent.

If anyone in the West, no matter 
what his title or rank is, dares to 
criticize Israel they are quickly 
branded as “anti-Semitic” and they 
are either silenced or their position 
of power is taken away from them.

The reality is that different 
Western establishments want 
their public to view Islam as some 
form of a threat and they are using 
far right individuals and groups to 
carry out that mission.

This is while Islam is among the 
most peaceful faiths in the world 
with a record rise in the number of 
people converting to the religion, but 
Western media, which plays a major 
role in attempts to demonize Islam 
is part of this Western mission to 
demonize the religion. 

This gives different governments 
the power to allow their population 
to live under a climate of fear, a tactic 
that has been used in different ways 
against Islam for many decades.

Living in a public climate of fear 
from a so-called fictional threat 
allows governments to have greater 
control over their people.

Everyone around the world 
understands that freedom of speech 
has its limitations, especially when it 
comes to hurting the feelings of two 
billion Muslims. These limitations 

are practiced nationally and 
internationally with the apparent 
exception of Islam and its sanctities.

What is actually happening in the 
West is the promotion of hatred 
towards Muslims. This does not fall 
under the West’s slogan of “freedom 
of speech”.

If you abuse people based on their 
race, you will be branded as racist; or 
if you abuse people on the basis of 
their gender, it is will be considered 
a criminal offense and you are not 
protected under the concept of the 
West’s “freedom of speech”.

The West is deliberately trying 
to abuse Muslims under different 
pretexts. It is only Muslims that 
are being targeted in various 
Islamophobic ways which, naturally, 
is something unacceptable to the 
two billion Muslims worldwide.

In France, for example, Muslims 
girls have been prohibited from 
wearing the hijab, something 
that is sacred in Islam, at schools. 
In 2004, France banned the 
wearing of hijab in state schools, 
preventing Muslims women from 
wearing their headscarf. Other 
states have prevented Muslim 
women from wearing the hijab at 
places of work as well. 

Quite a while back, when Muslims 
were burning Salman Rushdie’s book 
“The Satanic Verses”, which wasn’t 
a holy book but a novel, everyone in 
the West censured this as an abuse 
of freedom of speech.

Burning the holy Quran in 
the West, with the support and 
protection of different governments 
who give the greenlight under the 
slogan of “freedom of speech” is 
hypocrisy at the highest level.

Burning the Quran, Islam’s 

holiest book, in Stockholm outside 
a mosque and elsewhere, along 
with other blasphemous acts 
in the West, clearly has other 
motives.

The West knows that Muslims 
take their religion seriously; it is 
something very sacred and the West 
has taken advantage of that fact. 
This is why Islam is being targeted. 

In a larger context, that’s not to 
say Western governments have not 
tried the same tactics with other 
religions such as Christianity. But the 
reaction of Christians has not been 
satisfactory enough.  

They are being used as a tactic 
to promote hatred of a section of 
society. The chants by far-right 
groups during marches in city 
centers across the West against 
the Prophet Mohammed fits into 
this pattern.

The Israeli lobby in the West 
plays a major role by influencing 
governments to allow the blasphemy 
to go ahead unpunished. 

A small radical group in the West 
wants to promote conflict against 
Muslims and go around designing 
measures that are provocative and 
can lead to violence outside the West.

To allow that to take place 
is criminal in any state, but to 
promote it and protect it is not 
just outrageous and uncivilized 
but also dangerous. Any Western 
government allowing these 
fascist measures to take place are 
complicit in the consequences of 
their actions.

Before Daesh and other terror 
groups came into existence, Western 
media gave extensive airtime to 
extremist elements in the West to 
give rise to the far right and a section 

of young residents living in the West, 
who were also brainwashed and 
went on to join the ranks of Daesh.

Not in Europe. Terror groups 
emerged in West Asia and brought 
bloodshed there.

The other danger is that any 
authority allowing the promotion 
of hatred towards a minority group 
living in the West warrants no 
justification but is sleepwalking 
into a fascist society and a fascist 
ideology.

The so-called liberal European 
countries who are trying to justify 
fascism under the banner of 
liberalism and “freedom of speech” 
have to be challenged against, 
because it is simply outrageous and 
spreads fear towards Muslims in 
Europe and elsewhere.

Many Muslim girls and women 
wearing the hijab in Europe have 
been the target of physical assault. 
Images on social media show 
some having their head scarves 
being ripped off.

The latest act has backfired on 
Sweden, with Muslim groups calling 
for the boycott of Swedish goods, 
while the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation is set to hold a meeting 
next week to discuss potential 
retaliatory measures.

Street rallies have been held 
across various countries in 
West Asia against Sweden and 
condemnations have been pouring 
in similar to how the same action 
and reaction was taken against the 
Netherlands not so long ago.

But don’t expect the West to 
stop abusing Islamic sanctities in 
the future in order to serve their 
different sinister agendas. 

What does the West seek by Quran burning? 
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Armored vehicles 
fail to quell French 
anger as violence 
escalates 
From page 1   The situation has raised 

concerns among foreign governments, 
including Britain’s Foreign Office, which 
has issued an alert to tourists planning 
to travel to France. With over two million 
Britons expected to travel to France for the 
summer season, officials are urging tourists 
to prioritize travel insurance due to the 
escalating unrest. 

 The violence shows no signs of abating 
following the fatal shooting of 17-year-old 
Nahel Merzouk during a routine traffic stop 
on Tuesday. The incident has sparked outrage 
and further fueled the already simmering 
anger among the French population. 

Nahel Merzouk was laid to rest on 
Saturday in a private ceremony attended 
by his grieving family. In an unusual move, 
they requested that the media refrain from 
covering the event, seeking privacy during 
this difficult time. 

The French government is now facing 
mounting pressure from both its own 
citizens and international observers as 
it struggles to regain control over the 
situation. President Macron’s response will 
be closely watched in the coming days as 
he seeks solutions to quell the anger and 
restore peace within his nation.  

 The government suggested the violence 
was beginning to lessen thanks to tougher 
security measures, but the damage remained 
widespread, and violence also erupted in 
some French overseas territories, where a 
54-year-old died after being hit by a stray 
bullet in French Guiana.  

 Some 45,000 police officers backed 
by light armored vehicles were deployed 
on Friday, yet despite the heavy security 
operation, looting and rioting took place in 
the cities of Lyon, Marseille, and Grenoble, 
with bands of youths pillaging shops, setting 

fires, and pelting officers with projectiles.  

 Despite repeated government appeals for 
calm and harsh policing, Friday witnessed 
daylight violence in several areas.

Australia, Canada, 
UK ‘deeply 
concerned’ over 
Israeli settlements
The governments of Australia, Canada 

and the United Kingdom have said they are 
“deeply concerned” about recent events in 
the occupied West Bank, including Israel’s 
decision to expand its illegal settlements 
there amid rising violence, saying they 
“further reduce the prospects for peace”. 

 “The continued expansion of settlements 
is an obstacle to peace and negatively 
impacts efforts to achieve a negotiated two-
state solution. We call on the Government of 
Israel to reverse these decisions,” the foreign 
ministers of the three countries said in a joint 
statement released on Saturday.

Israel’s defence ministry (war ministry) 
planning committee that oversees 
settlement construction approved more 
than 5,000 new settlement homes on June 
26. Settlements are considered illegal under 
international law. 

 The foreign ministers’ statement also 
expressed concern about the changes to the 
settlement approval process approved on 
June 18, in which far-right Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich was given sweeping 
powers to expedite their construction, 
bypassing measures that have been in place 
for 27 years.  

The settlement expansion plans have 
occurred as violence in the region has 
intensified in recent weeks.  

On June 19, Israeli forces stormed the Jenin 
refugee camp, deploying the use of helicopter 
gunships in the occupied West Bank for the 
first time in 20 years. That raid killed seven 
Palestinians and injured 91 others.

WORLD HEADLINES

By Martin Love
Remember the unguarded conversation the U.S. 

State Department’s Victoria Nuland had with the 
then American ambassador to Ukraine, Geoffrey 
Pyatt back in 2014 when they were spending $5 
billion in U.S. taxpayer funds to foment a coup in 
Ukraine and overthrow the elected pro-Russian 
President there? That conversation was world-
widely noted for Nuland’s infamous comment “Fuck 
the E.U.” (She, long an arch Zionist Jewish Neocon, 
was making it clear to Ambassador Pyatt that 
nothing and no one mattered but the U.S. plans to 
control Ukraine and even the E.U. and ultimately 
bleed or attack Russia.)

The fine commentator Philip Giraldi, long 
retired from over two decades with the CIA, 
recently penned yet another excellent article of 
many for over a decade focusing on yet another 
Neocon, the now deceased former Secretary of 
State for the U.S. and also a Zionist, Madelain 
Albright, for whom the post office he uses near 
his home will lamentably be named.

Albright’s lifetime signature comment was 
claiming the death of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi 
children leading up to the U.S. invasion in 2003 were 
“worth it” back in the years after Saddam Hussein 
had fallen out of U.S. favor. One reason so many 
children died in Iraq was because an embargo had 
been placed on Iraq which among their items barred 
the importation of chemicals to kill bacteria and 
other pathogens in Iraq’s water supplies. Imagine 
drinking untreated water from the Tigris River!

Anyway, Giraldi writes in his recent article, this in 
the “Unz Review”, that Neocons like Nuland for years 
and crones like Albright over decades had slowly 
infiltrated powerful policy-making roles in the U.S. 
government. He also cites a long article written by 
another Jew, Ron Unz (who founded and manages 
the website where writer Giraldi often appears) 
about the rise of the Neocons to achieve their control 
of U.S. foreign policies, and especially their advocacy 
of the Israeli Apartheid state no matter what crimes 

they commit. (Ron Unz, by the way, is a serious 
publisher of many truths, but even his website and 
the submissions therein are banned from appearing 
in many places including even Facebook where the 
average American might become better informed.)

In contrast to the often buried, honest, accurate 
and even brilliant articles that show up in nooks and 
crannies of the Internet, and that few Americans 
ever get to read because the pieces are not shoved 
in their faces with morning coffee as they head 
to work, we have the U.S. mainstream media 
suffused with clever propagandists supporting 
Empire and elites at any cost. Newspapers like 
the New York Times and the Washington Post are 
so full of it in the last three decades at least that 
they do not resemble what I recall they were when 
I was a youth when they were exposing crimes 
and especially war crimes in Vietnam and even 
lies about what caused the war on Vietnam. Take 
the current postures in the mainstream media 
about the Prigozhin matter in Russia. Consider The 
Washington Post as an example.

All eight of the Washpo’s primary opinion writers 
reflected in their own words and nuances what 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken has said about 
the Prigozhin matter. That Russia and Vladimir 
Putin has been substantially weakened, that 
dangerous “cracks” have appeared in the Russian 
“facade” of unity and purpose and those “cracks” 
were already profound before the attempted 
Prigozhin coup d’etat. Blinken goes on the cite 

all the alleged “failures” of the Russian state 
under Putin’s “aggression” on Ukraine. That Putin 
managed to bring NATO together, that he’s gotten 
Europe to move away from Russian energy, to unite 
Ukrainians and so on. He adds that everything Putin 
and Russia have tried to do since February 2022 
has been a failure and a serious strategic failure. 
Really? People like David Ignatius at the Washpo, 
decades ago a fine journalist with sources like few 
others, ought to be ashamed of himself nowadays 
because he is little more than an old, seasoned prig 
now raking in big bucks writing BS.

Put simply, most of the opinions and 
commentaries by Blinken and his followers at 
leading newspapers like the NYT and Washpo 
constitute little more than an organized propaganda 
campaign full of mostly lies and false innuendos 
about Russia’s advances militarily and economically 
even since the war began. And Putin, he is said 
to be favored by 90 percent of Russians. As for 
Prigozhin, he was all alone in his mutinous effort. 
No one person and not a single group in Russia’s 
government or civil apparatus supported him and 
he was fast vanquished to neighboring Belarus. 
He is lucky to still be alive and had Putin been less 
circumspect, he would not be alive.

It is anyway remarkable that almost no one, 
it seems, in power in Washington and in the 
mainstream media can even discern factual 
truths, much less tell them as they are supposed 
to do in the jobs they have. Most U.S. “journalists” 
are not. They are whores and shills to the 
powerful and one day this will become apparent 
to most Americans as it already is apparent to 
over half the world’s population.

But back to Victoria Nuland. Back in 2014 with 
Ambassador Pyatt part of their conversation 
involved whom they would finger to become 
Ukraine’s leader. This was one Arsenly Yatsenyuk 
who did serve for a while as Prime Minister. He 
lately revealed that he thought: “We killed our 
own country!”

Inimical to U.S. health, the greatest poison is the Neocon cabal…
State Department report criticizes Trump, 
Biden administrations for Afghanistan exit 

The US State Department released its Afghanistan report Friday that blamed the 
administrations of Donald Trump and Joe Biden for the chaotic withdrawal in August 2021. 

“The decisions of both President Trump and President Biden to end the U.S. military mission in 
Afghanistan had serious consequences for the viability of the Afghan government and its security,” 
said the unclassified report, Afghanistan After Action Review (AAR). 

“Those decisions are beyond the scope of this review, but the AAR team found that during 
both administrations there was insufficient senior-level consideration of worst-case 
scenarios and how quickly those might follow,” it added. 

The report was publicized Friday after a 90-day review, during which the AAR team 
conducted more than 150 interviews with current and former State Department officials at all 
levels and reviewed documents and materials. 

The end of the US military mission posed an enormous challenge for the State Department, 
according to the report. 

“Some officials questioned how and whether the Department could sufficiently mitigate 
the loss of military support, and the Bureau of Diplomatic Security (DS) warned of the level of 
risk that the Department would be accepting,” it said.

Victoria Nuland



 From Page 1   When you en-
ter the market, a large and exciting 
exhibition of taste, color, and smell 
opens in front of you like a beautiful 
and vivid painting.

Th bazaar’s labyrinthine layout 
adds to its charm, with narrow alleys, 
arches, brick roofs, and beautifully 
arched entrance gates. The architec-
tural style predominantly reflects Per-
sian influences and showcases intri-
cately designed interiors as well. This 
historical site has stood the test of 
time, surviving through various stages 
of urban development in the city.

Beyond its commercial aspects, 
the Tajrish Bazaar provides visitors 
with immersive cultural experienc-
es. Local musicians playing tradi-
tional instruments often serenade 
shoppers, adding an enchanting 
soundtrack to the atmosphere. Visi-
tors can also witness the traditional 
practice of carpet weaving and inter-
act with skilled artisans.

The Imamzadeh Saleh Shrine is a re-
vered pilgrimage site for Shia Muslims, 
which further enhances the spiritual 
ambiance of the area. This beautiful 

shrine attracts hundreds of devotees 
each day while offering a unique glimpse 
into Iran’s religious heritage.

Moreover, the bazaar offers an ex-
tensive variety of goods and products, 
making it an ideal place to indulge in 
traditional Iranian shopping. Here, 
visitors can find an enchanting array 
of handicrafts, carpets, spices, jewel-
ry, traditional clothing, and antiques. 
The shops are run by local artisans 
and merchants, offering a unique op-
portunity to witness the artistry and 
craftsmanship that has been passed 

down through generations.

Almost everything is sold beauti-
fully and colorfully in the old shops in 
this market. A variety of pickled cu-
cumbers, high quality and fragrant 
spices, premium saffron, cleaned 
and juiced vegetables, summer veg-
etables, colorful peppers, and every-
thing found in this market seems to 
be not only for sale but also to beau-
tify this charming market.

The marketplace, however, is not 
only limited to fruits, vegetables, and 

groceries, but you can also find a va-
riety of dishes, utensils, handicrafts, 
cosmetics, clothes, and thousands of 
other items there. It’s a bazaar that’s 
sure to be fun to stroll through, even 
if you’re not a shopper.

In addition, the old bazaar is also 
renowned for its culinary treats. 
Traditional Iranian sweets, such as 
baklava and Persian dates, are read-
ily available, highlighting the region’s 
rich gastronomic culture. Addition-
ally, numerous restaurants and food 
stalls serve authentic Persian cui-
sine, allowing visitors to savor local 
delicacies such as kebabs, Ash-e 
Reshteh (a thick noodle and vege-
table soup), and Abgoosht (a hearty 
meat and chickpea stew).

Vendors also sell religious items 
such as rosaries, seals, rugs, prayer 
tents, wheat for pigeons, candles, and 
salt for vows in this bazaar, like most 
of the bazaars next to religious places.

Tajrish is one of the oldest districts 
of Tehran; created one of the most 
evocative and unique places in Tehran, 
where you can still see narrow alleys 
and historic houses full of trees.

TEHRAN – Kordestan province is hoping to win 
UNESCO status for its Takpud carpets, a local offi-
cial has said.

The provincial authorities have put the global reg-
istration of Sanandaj’s Takpud carpet on their agenda, 
IRNA quoted Hamidreza Amani as saying on Saturday. 

Global recognition of this carpet is crucial as it sig-
nificantly boosts sales and export markets for this 
exceptional product worldwide, the official added. 

The hand-woven carpets of Kordestan are 
among the most authentic Iranian carpets, known 
worldwide for their beauty and durability. 

Persian carpets are sought after international-
ly, with the medallion pattern being arguably the 
most characteristic feature of them all. Weavers 
spend several months in front of a loom, stringing 
and knotting thousands of threads. Some practice 

established patterns. Some make their own.

Each Persian carpet is a scene that seems age-
less, a procedure that can take as long as a year. 
These efforts have long put Iran’s carpets among 
the most complex and labor-intensive handicrafts 
in the world. When the weaving is finally done, the 
carpet is cut, washed, and put out in the sun to dry.

Throughout history, invaders, politicians, and even 
enemies have left their impact on Iran’s carpets. 
As mentioned by Britannica Encyclopedia, little is 
known about Persian carpet making before the 15th 
century, when art was already approaching a peak.

For instance, the Mongol invasion of the 13th 
century depressed Persia’s artistic life, only par-
tially restored by the renaissance under the Mon-
gol Il-Khan dynasty (1256–1353). Although the 
conquests of Timur (who died in 1405) were in 

most respects disastrous to Persia, he favored ar-
tisans and spared them to work on his great pal-
aces in Samarkand.

Later in the 17th century, there was a growing 
demand for the production of so many gold-and-sil-
ver-threaded carpets that were ultimately exported 
to Europe. Some were made in Kashan, but many of 
the finest came from Isfahan. With their high-keyed 
fresh colors and opulence, they have affinities with 
European Renaissance and Baroque idioms.

At the beginning of the 18th century, nomads 
and town dwellers were still making carpets us-
ing dyes developed over centuries, each group 
maintaining an authentic tradition. Not made for 
an impatient Western market, these humbler rugs 
of the “low school” are frequently beautifully de-
signed and are of good material and technique.

TEHRAN- Foreign tourist arrivals in Iran saw a 
rise of 50 percent in the first two months of the 
current Iranian calendar year from a year earlier, 
the tourism minister has said.

Visitors from China, Thailand’s biggest source 
of tourists, rose 5.81% in July from a year earlier, 
after dropping 7.1% in June.

The Islamic Republic has recorded about 
850,000 foreign tourist arrivals during the first 
two months of the year, which shows over 50 per-
cent growth year on year, tourism minister Ezza-
tollah Zarghami said on Wednesday.

Such an accelerating trend continued during 
the third month of the year when 550,000 travel-
ers visited the country, the minister said.

According to the statistics bureau of the World 
Tourism Organization, Iran’s foreign tourist arriv-
als in 2022 rose 315 percent from a year earlier. 
Data showed around 4.1 million tourists came to 
the country in 2022, while the Islamic Republic at-
tracted 990,000 tourists in 2021.

The upsurge of foreign tourist arrivals in 2022 
was three times the global average growth in this 
field. Nevertheless, Iran’s share in attracting for-
eign tourists is still small, and only 0.4% of all for-
eign tourist trips in 2022 have been made to Iran, 
the report said.

Before the COVID pandemic, Iran’s tourism had 
constantly been growing, reaching more than 
eight million visitors in the Iranian calendar year 
1398 (started March 21, 2019).

Published by the Statista Research Depart-
ment, the number of international tourist arrivals 
worldwide roughly doubled in 2022 compared to 
the previous year, after falling dramatically with 
the outbreak of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic. Overall, Europe recorded the highest num-
ber of arrivals, with around 594.5 million arrivals 
in 2022. Although this number represented a 
significant annual increase, the number of inter-
national arrivals in this region remained below 
pre-pandemic levels.

TEHRAN – The tourism authorities of An-
dimeshk are planning to enhance the tourism 
infrastructure of the southwestern city, An-
dimeshk’s tourism chief has said.

The city is set to expand its hospitality sector 
with the launch of multiple new tourist complexes, 
Hani Khademimehr explained on Saturday.

Andimshek boasts extensive tourism resourc-

es, making it an ideal and lucrative destination for 
travelers, the official added.

With its diverse range of attractions, visitors can 
expect a secure and rewarding experience, he noted.

Located in Khuzestan province, Andimeshk is a 
mesmerizing ancient city that boasts an excep-
tional range of breathtaking natural and historical 
attractions.
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Iran’s foreign arrivals in two months rise 
50% y/y: minister

Andimeshk to boost tourism infrastructure

Bazaar-e Tajrish: a shopper’s paradise 
with a historical twist

Iranian province seeks global recognition for its  
hand-woven carpets

First Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL SINGLE-STAGE TENDER No: 1402/103-14/03
Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
 Broadcasting the TV network of Hispan TVon IS21 satellite for 3 years in accordance with the technical specification 
and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Sunday 02 July 2023 (1402/04/11) 09:30 a.m until Tuesday 04 July 2023 (1402/04/13) by 02:00 p.m with 
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document: 
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel 
Esteghlal  St. Vali –Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000  Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR 
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participating in tender is USD 35000 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 17/500/000/000 
which should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:
The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should 
be submitted no later than 09:30 a.m. on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at the address mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at 10:00 a.m in 
the office of International Purchasing Dept. 

Time and place of opening Envelopes:
The  envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and 
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15)  at 14:00 p.m in the office of Financial 
Vice President .In case of  complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will 
be opened at the same time and place.
The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.
Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/        Tel: 00982122167053

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB

 IN THE NAME OF GOD
 ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

First Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL SINGLE-STAGE TENDER No: 1402/103-03/03
Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
 Broadcasting the TV networks of Press TV & English iFilm on IS20 satellite for 3 years in accordance with the technical 
specification and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Sunday 02 July 2023 (1402/04/11) 09:30 a.m until Tuesday 04 July 2023 (1402/04/13) by 02:00 p.m with 
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document: 
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel 
Esteghlal  St. Vali –Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000  Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR 
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participating in tender is USD 54000 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 27/000/000/000 
which should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:
The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should 
be submitted no later than 09:30 a.m. on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at the address mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at 10:00 a.m in 
the office of International Purchasing Dept. 

Time and place of opening Envelopes:
The  envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and 
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15)  at 14:00 p.m in the office of Financial 
Vice President .In case of  complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will 
be opened at the same time and place.
The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.
Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/        Tel: 00982122167053

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB
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 From page 1   It is home to many unique 
Caspian birds and reptile species native to 
this region. It’s also a very important inter-
nationally-recognized refuge for migratory 
birds.

Fox, jackals, wild cats, pigs, wild horses, and 
other animals are among the island’s fauna. 
Aquatic creatures like salmon and starry 
sturgeon, as well as native and migratory 
birds like pheasant, white and black geese, 
flamingos, and pelicans, also call this envi-
ronment home.

Raspberry bushes and bitter pomegranate 
trees are just a couple of the plants that make 
up Ashuradeh’s vegetation.

The peninsula’s water deficits, additionally 
mismanagement, unsustainable agricultural 
practices, and severe depletion of the wells 
and groundwater resources have exacerbat-
ed the Miankaleh peninsula’s condition.

Local people earn their income from ag-
riculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, 
handicrafts, carpet weaving, traditional poul-
try farming, and tourism.

Overgrazing, illegal hunting, fishing, defor-
estation, and the unplanned spread of villag-
es are some of the challenges posing a threat 
to the region’s environment.

 

Restoration
The wetland which has been dealing with 

many environmental problems for years, is on 
the path of restoration.

In March 2022, President Ebrahim Raisi 
paid a visit to the international wetland on 
March 10, when ordered that the operational 
work required to rehabilitate and protect the 
Miankaleh wetland be given priority.

Head of the Department of Environment, Ali 
Salajeqeh, also called on the NGOs and local 
communities to join hands and restore the 
international wetland, saying that these are 
considered human potentials for the environ-
ment, and the restoration of the “Miankaleh 
Wetland” requires integrated management.

Last year, the country experienced the dri-
est autumn in the last 50 years, but this con-
dition was partially compensated by the win-
ter rains and slightly improved the condition 
of water resources.

But due to the fact that Iran is located in an 
arid and semi-arid area with about one-third 
of the world’s average rainfall, this rainfall 
has not compensated for the country’s lack 
of water.

In Iran, the excessive increase of illegal 
wells has endangered the life of wetlands.

Statistics show that the number of unau-
thorized wells has increased from 15,000 to 
400,000 in the last five decades, which has 
caused many of the country’s plains and wet-
lands to dry up, IRNA reported.

Over the past few years, we have been con-
tinuously hearing unpleasant news about the 
country’s water situation. Drought and low 
rainfall have caused many problems and ex-
acerbated the situation.

All of them indicate that the condition of 
reservoirs and underground water resources 
is not favorable.

 Ramsar wetlands
Wetlands are indispensable for the count-

less benefits or “ecosystem services” that 
they provide humanity, ranging from fresh-
water supply, food and building materials, 
and biodiversity, to flood control, groundwa-
ter recharge, and climate change mitigation.

Yet study after study demonstrates that 
wetland area and quality continue to decline 
in most regions of the world. As a result, the 
ecosystem services that wetlands provide to 
people are compromised.

Managing wetlands is a global challenge 
and the Convention presently counts 172 
countries as Contracting Parties, which rec-
ognizes the value of having one international 

treaty dedicated to a single ecosystem.
The Ramsar Convention uses a broad defi-

nition of wetlands. This includes all lakes and 
rivers, underground aquifers, swamps and 
marshes, wet grasslands, peatlands, oases, 
estuaries, deltas, tidal flats, mangroves, and 
other coastal areas, coral reefs, and all hu-
man-made sites such as fish ponds, rice pad-
dies, reservoirs, and salt pans.

The Convention on Wetlands is an intergov-
ernmental treaty that provides the frame-
work for the conservation and wise use of 
wetlands and their resources.

It was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar 
in 1971 and came into force in 1975. Since then, 
almost 90% of UN member states, from all 
the world’s geographic regions, have acceded 
to becoming “Contracting Parties”.

In Iran, 141 wetlands with ecological value 
with an area of over 3 million hectares have 
been identified, of which 25 wetlands are 
designated as wetlands of international im-
portance (registered in the Ramsar Conven-
tion) covering more than 1.4 million hectares 
and four sites are biosphere reserves.

The Department of Environment deter-
mined water rights for 11 wetlands out of 25 
wetlands that are registered in the Ramsar 
Convention, but the conditions of the wet-
lands show that the water rights have not 
been fully met.

Due to insufficient rainfall and recent 
droughts, as well as non-implementation of 
some of the programs of the Department of 
Environment to protect wetlands, now about 
two million hectares out of the three million 
hectares area of the country’s wetlands are 
dry and turned into sand and dust spots.

An official with the Department of Environ-
ment has said comprehensive management 
plans have been prepared for 44 wetlands in 
the country.

The unique characteristics of wetlands, in-
cluding groundwater control, climate change 
adaptation, the livelihood of local communi-
ties through fishing, livestock grazing and 
agriculture, natural water purification, purifi-
cation and absorption of pollutants, and na-
ture tourism have made sustainable manage-
ment and protection of wetlands essential for 
humans, ISNA quoted Jaleh Amini as saying.

Environmental management based on a 
comprehensive approach is a strategy for 
the integrated management of land, water, 
and livelihood resources that promotes con-
servation and sustainable use in a balanced 
manner.

This approach is the primary framework 
for action under the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity. The indigenous approach puts 
people and their type of exploitation of nat-
ural resources exactly at the center of deci-
sion-making.

 World Wetlands Day
February 2nd marks World Wetlands Day. 

Wetlands cover around 6 percent of the 
Earth’s land surface and 40 percent of all 
plant and animal species live or breed in wet-
lands.

They play an important role in coastal envi-
ronments and economies, health, food supply, 
tourism, and jobs.

Wetlands are providing essential ecosys-
tem services such as water regulation, in-
cluding flood control and water purification.

More than a billion people across the world 
depend on wetlands for their livelihoods – 
that’s about one in eight people on Earth.

However, wetlands are among the ecosys-
tems with the highest rates of decline, loss, 
and degradation.

Unfortunately, wetlands are disappear-
ing three times faster than forests and are 
Earth’s most threatened ecosystem. In just 
50 years — since 1970 — 35% of the world’s 
wetlands have been lost.

TEHRAN – Blood donation in the 
country rose by three percent in 
the first three months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year which 
started on March 21 compared to 
the same period in the previous 
year.

During the spring of this year, 
593,862 units of blood were do-
nated, an increase of three percent 
compared to the same period last 
year, Bashir Hajibeigi, the Blood 
Transfusion Organization spokes-
man, has said.

Lorestan province with more 
than 44 percent growth, Golestan 
province with more than 17 percent 
growth, and North Khorasan prov-
ince with more than 16 percent 
growth registered the highest in-
crease in blood donation, he added, 
ISNA reported.

In the first quarter of the year, 
the continuous blood donation in-
dex was 54 percent, which showed 
a slight increase year on year, he 
noted.

The average blood donation rate 
in Iran is 26 per thousand people 
which places the country in a good 
situation among other countries.

According to the World Health 

Organization, the median blood 
donation rate in high-income 
countries is 31.5 donations per 
1000 people. This compares with 
16.4 donations per 1000 people in 
upper-middle-income countries, 
6.6 donations per 1000 people in 
lower-middle-income countries, 
and 5.0 donations per 1000 people 
in low-income countries.

Of the 118.5 million blood dona-
tions collected globally, 40 percent 
of these are collected in high-in-
come countries, home to 16 per-
cent of the world’s population.

In low-income countries, up to 
54 percent of blood transfusions 
are given to children under 5 years 
of age; whereas in high-income 
countries, the most frequently 
transfused patient group is over 
60 years of age, accounting for up 

to 76 percent of all transfusions.

Based on samples of 1000 
people, the blood donation rate 
is 31.5 donations in high-income 
countries, 16.4 donations in up-
per-middle-income countries, 6.6 
donations in lower-middle-income 
countries, and 5.0 donations in 
low-income countries.

An increase of 10.7 million blood 
donations from voluntary unpaid 
donors has been reported from 
2008 to 2018. In total, 79 coun-
tries collect over 90 percent of 
their blood supply from voluntary 
unpaid blood donors; however, 54 
countries collect more than 50 
percent of their blood supply from 
family/replacement or paid do-
nors.

Blood transfusion saves lives 
and improves health, but many pa-

tients requiring transfusion do not 
have timely access to safe blood. 
Providing safe and adequate blood 
should be an integral part of every 
country’s national health care poli-
cy and infrastructure.

WHO recommends that all ac-
tivities related to blood collection, 
testing, processing, storage, and 
distribution be coordinated at the 
national level through effective 
organization and integrated blood 
supply networks.

The national blood system 
should be governed by national 
blood policy and legislative frame-
work to promote the uniform im-
plementation of standards and 
consistency in the quality and 
safety of blood and blood products.

Of the 118.5 million blood dona-
tions collected globally, 40 percent 
of these are collected in high-in-
come countries, home to 16 per-
cent of the world’s population.

Only 56 of 171 reporting coun-
tries produce plasma-derived me-
dicinal products (PDMP) through 
the fractionation of plasma col-
lected in the reporting countries.

A total of 91 countries reported 
that all PDMPs are imported, 16 
countries reported that no PDMP 
was used during the reporting 
period, and 8 countries did not re-
spond to the question.

In the past Iranian calendar year, 
which ended on March 20, some 
2.223 million blood donations were 
registered across the country, an 
increase of 9.3 percent compared 
to the year before.
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Health diplomacy able to deepen regional ties: 
minister

TEHRAN – Health Minister Bahram Einolla-
hi has said health diplomacy is one of the ar-
eas that are able to deepen relations between 
countries in the region.

There are many common issues for cooper-
ation in the field of health between countries, 
he said, adding that the government’s strat-
egy is to strengthen foreign policy, especially 
with neighboring countries, IRNA reported.

He made the remarks in a meeting with 
Mehdi Sobhani, the Iranian ambassador to 
Amenia.

Einollahi urged Sobhani to form a joint 
working group with Armenia to broaden the 
fields of cooperation in the fields of medical 
education, treatment, medicine, equipment, 
and holding joint international scientific con-
ferences.

Facilitating the situation for Armenian peo-
ple to receive medical services in Iran can be 
on the agenda of the two countries, the health 

minister stressed.

Einollahi said in April that many countries in 
the region are asking Iran for help with issues 
related to health.

In May, Iran hosted the 26th G5 High-Level 
Experts Meeting on Health Cooperation and 
the 1st Healthcare Leadership and Gover-
nance Training Program.

G5 countries (Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Pa-
kistan, plus the World Health Organization) 
have taken part in the meeting with the 
theme of “Joint Work for Solving Joint Health 
Problems.”

Addressing the opening ceremony, Einollahi 
referred to the unity and cooperation of the 
countries in the fields of health, treatment, 
and medical education as a historical neces-
sity.

Achieving, maintaining, and promoting 
health is never possible in a regional way and 

does not happen in an isolated region, but re-
quires the cooperation of countries, especially 
neighboring countries, he stressed.

“To develop health in the countries of the 
group of five, we must look at health collec-
tively and think about creating and promoting 
health in all countries.

Iran initiated the establishment of the G5 in 
2005 to promote subregional cooperation in 
health to provide technical support in improv-
ing this collaboration.

In June 2021, Ahmed al-Mandhari, the World 
Health Organization director for Eastern Med-
iterranean Region, said the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is a role model for primary health care.

For the past four decades, its PHC network 
has aimed to ensure that people have timely 
access to affordable, accessible, and accept-
able essential health services, he explained.

In October 2021, World Health Organization 
(WHO) representative to Iran Jaffar Hussain, 
said that Iran’s health system can be a mod-
el for other countries in the region, especially 
in the field of health and the use of valuable 
forces such as healthcare providers.

The national budget bill for the current 
Iranian calendar year 1402, which started on 
March 21, has increased the health sector’s 
budget by 29 percent compared to the cur-
rent year’s budget.

Miankaleh, a biosphere reserve of high 
significance

Miankaleh is home to 
many unique Caspian 

birds and reptile 
species and a refuge 
for migratory birds.

In May, Iran hosted the 
26th G5 High-Level 
Experts Meeting on 
Health Cooperation.

The average 
blood donation 

rate in Iran is 26 
per thousand 

people.

 

ENGLISH IN USE

Significant increase in refugee 
literacy

The literacy rate among refugees has increased significantly in re-
cent decades. So that the literacy rate of Afghan immigrants in Iran is 
higher than the number of literate people in Afghanistan, according 
to a report published in June by the research center of the Iranian 
Parliament (Majlis).

According to the Population and Housing Census of the National 
Statistics Center in 2016, the population of refugees officially resid-
ing in Iran was 1.654 million, of whom Afghan, Iraqi and Pakistani im-
migrants constitute the majority of international immigrants. 

In fact, 95 percent of the immigrants in Iran are “Afghan”, 2 percent 
are “Iraqi” and about 1 percent are “Pakistani”.

افزایش معنادار باسوادی مهاجران
به طور کلی سطح باسوادی در میان مهاجران طی چند دهه اخیر 
میزان  که  طوری  به  است.   کرده  پیدا  افزایش  معناداری  طرز  به 
باسوادی مهاجران افغانستانی ساکن در ایران از تعداد افراد باسواد 

در افغانستان بیشتر است.
آمار  نفوس و مسکن سال ۱۳۹۵ مرکز ملی   براساس سرشماری 
ایران، جمعیت مهاجران بین‌المللی که به صورت رسمی در ایران 
سکونت دارند، بالغ بر یک میلیون و ۶۵۴ هزار نفر بود که از این 
مهاجران  اکثریت  پاکستانی  و  عراقی  افغانستانی،  مهاجران  تعداد 
مهاجران  درصد  حقیقت ۹۵  در  می‌دهند.  تشکیل  را  بین‌المللی 
و حدود یک  »عراقی«  دو درصد  و  »افغانستانی«  ایران  در  حاضر 

درصد »پاکستانی« هستند.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iranians donate 3% more blood in  
first quarter



Frome Page 1   Red Square’s 
TV projects are well-known to and 
favored by the viewers. They include 
entertainment, music and comedy 
shows, as well as auteur projects and 
talk shows on the First Channel, STS, 
TV Center and Perets TV channel.

Based on the MOU, Red Square GC 
will help to promote films produced at 
the Farabi Cinema Foundation.

The foundation previously signed a 
memorandum of understanding with 
the Russian Cinematographers’ Union 
to cooperate on joint film projects.

The MOU will ease the way for 
organizing film weeks and festivals 
and conducting joint research projects.

In a meeting with FCF director Mehdi 
Javadi, the union’s president, Nikita 
Mikhalkov, called the Oscars a race 
that is handled by the White House 
and CIA and suggested the launching 
of a joint film prize by Russia, Iran, 
China, India and countries in Latin 
America and Eurasia.

A poster for an Iranian Cultural Week, which will take place in Moscow and St. Petersburg.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Love children and be kind to them and keep your promises to them 
since they only know you as their providers.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:08        Evening: 19:45         Dawn: 3:07 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 4:53  (tomorrow)

Iranian Artists Forum takes “Extreme Measures” for review
TEHRAN – The Iranian Artist 

Forum has picked British director 
Michael Apted’s 1996 medical 
thriller “Extreme Measures” for its 
weekly review program.  

Critic Mostafa Jalali-Fakhr, who 
is also a physician, will attend 
the program, which will be held 
following a screening of the film 
at 5 pm.

The film was made based on 
Michael Palmer’s 1991 novel of 
the same name, dealing with the 
ethics of medical sacrifices.

Hugh Grant stars as Dr. Guy 
Luthan who treats a homeless 
man with strange symptoms, but 
then the patient disappears out 
from under his care along with 
any files pertaining to him. 

In trying to track the man 
down, Luthan gradually begins 
to suspect there is a conspiracy, 
which is leading him to the highly 

respected Dr. Lawrence Myrick 
(Gene Hackman). Unfortunately, 
the powers behind it would prefer 
he not snoop around, and Luthan 
finds himself being destroyed both 
professionally and personally.

The film had a mixed reception 
from critics. It currently holds 

a 56 percent rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes. 

Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel 
both gave the film 3 out of 4 stars. 
Ebert mentioned in his review that 
the film is “pitched at a higher level 
than most thrillers; the dialogue is 
literate and intelligent, and Grant 

is more of an everyman than an 
action hero.”

Grant’s performance received 
particular praise for this film, along 
with “An Awfully Big Adventure”, 
for playing against type in his post-
“Four Weddings and a Funeral” 
career in the late 1990s. 

Kenneth Turan, who disliked 
the film, said of Grant’s 
performance, “Though he doesn’t 
have enough weight to stabilize 
the film when the plotting turns 
silly, overall he does a capable job 
in an unlikely role.”

Janet Maslin, writing in The New 
York Times, was generally positive 
about the film, describing it as 
“stylish and taut with a taste for 
macabre little surprises.”

Despite debuting in second place 
at the U.S. box office, the film was 
not a box office success. It opened 
in third place at UK box offices.

Moscow, St. Petersburg  
to host Iranian Cultural Week
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Front cover of the Persian edition of David J. 
Chalmers’s book “The Conscious Mind”.

Pop singer Mohsen Chavoshi in an  
undated photo.

Hugh Grant (C) in “Extreme Measures”.

Pop singer Mohsen Chavoshi responds to Quran burning in Sweden 

“The Conscious Mind” appears in Persian

TEHRAN – Iranian pop singer Mohsen 
Chavoshi has reacted after a man burned a 
copy of the Holy Quran outside a mosque in 
Stockholm, Sweden.

In a post published on his Instagram, Chavoshi 
wrote, “They changed the Old Testament, they 
changed the Bible, when they couldn’t change 
the Quran, they burned it.”

Several of Iran’s cultural organizations, 

including the Islamic Culture and Relations 
Organization (ICRO) and Ahl-ul-Bayt World 
Assembly, have condemned the Swedish 
government after the police of the country 
granted permission for an anti-Islam protest 
during which a man tore up and burned a copy 
of the Holy Quran outside Stockholm’s central 
mosque on Wednesday.

  “The Swedish officials have viewed the 
burning of the divine and Muslims’ Holy Book 
as ‘freedom of speech’ and on the other 
hand, they consider the protests against the 
insulting and unacceptable action an example 
of the violation of freedom of speech,” ICRO 
director Mohammad-Mehdi Imanipur said in a 
statement published on Friday.          

“This is a contradiction in terms that the 
secret and obvious currents of power in the 
West seek purposefully and intentionally to 
develop,” he added.

“Undoubtedly, Muslim nations deem the 
protection of the holiness of the Quran an 
absolute red line and would never remain silent 
about such an insulting action occurring in 
Sweden,” he noted.   

“The ICRO strongly condemns the insulting 
action against the Holy Quran in Sweden and asks 
the country’s government to prevent anti-Quran 
gatherings and also to apologize to Muslims 
worldwide for crossing their religious red line and 
arousing their emotions,” he asserted.

In a statement published on Friday, Ahl-
ul-Bayt World Assembly called the Swedish 
government’s decision to grant permission to 
the gathering in Stockholm and censured the 
burning of the Holy Quran.

The assembly asked the “freedom-loving 
people” and the followers of monotheistic 
religions along with Muslims to protest against 
“the evil policy seeking to insult all that is sacred 
and to stir up hatred.”    

The center also asked international 
organizations to continue working in line with 
their missions to promote peaceful coexistence 
among human societies and to avoid any action 
that causes tension and difference among 
human societies.

Muslims have held protests worldwide over 
the past three days to condemn the burning of 
the Holy Quran in Stockholm.

TEHRAN – “The Conscious Mind: In Search of a 
Fundamental Theory” by American philosopher 
David J. Chalmers has been published in Persian.

Yaser Puresmaeil is the translator of the 
book, which was released by Now.

What is consciousness? How do physical 
processes in the brain give rise to the self-
aware mind and to feelings as profoundly 
varied as love or hate, aesthetic pleasure or 
spiritual yearning? 

These questions today are among the most 
hotly debated issues among scientists and 
philosophers and we have seen in recent years 
superb volumes by such eminent figures as 
Francis Crick, Daniel C. Dennett, Gerald Edelman 
and Roger Penrose, all firing volleys in what has 
come to be called the consciousness wars. 

Now, in “The Conscious Mind”, philosopher 
David J. Chalmers offers a cogent analysis of 
this heated debate as he unveils a major new 
theory of consciousness, one that rejects 
the prevailing reductionist trend of science 
while offering provocative insights into the 
relationship between mind and brain.

Writing in a rigorous, thought-provoking 
style, the author takes us on a far-reaching 
tour through the philosophical ramifications 
of consciousness. 

Chalmers convincingly reveals how 
contemporary cognitive science and 
neurobiology have failed to explain how and 
why mental events emerge from physiological 
occurrences in the brain. 

He proposes instead that conscious 
experience must be understood in an entirely 
new light – as an irreducible entity (similar to 
such physical properties as time, mass and 
space) that exists at a fundamental level and 
cannot be understood as the sum of its parts.

Throughout the book, Chalmers provides 
fascinating thought experiments that 
trenchantly illustrate his ideas. 

The book also features thoughtful 
discussions of how the author’s theories might 
be applied practically to subjects as diverse as 
artificial intelligence and the interpretation of 
quantum mechanics.

All of us have pondered the nature and 
meaning of consciousness. Engaging and 
penetrating, “The Conscious Mind” adds a fresh 
new perspective to the subject that is sure to 
spark debate about our understanding of the 
mind for years to come.

Iranian studies in France: Pre-Islamic period
Part 6
Raoul Curiel (b.1913), worked with 

Schlumberger, as archeologist, epigraphist, 
and numismatist, participating in the Lashkari 
Bazar and Sorkh-kotal excavations. 

As cited above, he wrote on numismatics 
in the collection he co-edited with 
Schlumberger, on another hoard in his Le 
Trésor monétaire de Qunduz (in collaboration 
with Gérard Fussman, MDAFA 20, Paris, 1965) 
and in Une collection de monnaies de cuivre 
arabo-sasanides (in collaboration with Rika 
Gyselen, Paris, 1984). 

Also with Gyselen, he co-edited a volume of 
essays in honor of Claude Cahen (Itinéraires 
d’Orient: hommages à Claude Cahen, Res 
Orientales 6, Bures-sur-Yvette, France, 1995). 

He served in various official posts as a 
director of the Archaeological Survey of 
Pakistan, Assistant Director of the Musées 
de France, and curator in the department of 
Oriental coins at the Cabinet des Médailles of 
the Bibliothèque nationale.

Jean Maurice Fiey, O.P., (1914-95), was 
the undisputed authority on the historical 
geography of Syriac Christians. He lived in 
Mossul and Baghdad from 1939 to 1973 and 
later in Beirut. 

The reports of his many surveys of 
Christian archeological sites were published 
in his Assyrie chrétienne. He was a prolific 
contributor to CSCO as well as to several 
academic journals.

Gilbert Lazard (b. 1920), is both a linguist 
and a specialist in classical Persian literature, 
with a range and depth of learning reminiscent 
of Meillet and Benveniste. 

Much of his work, including his grammar of 
modern Persian and his invaluable historical 
and philological studies of early Persian poetry 
and prose, fall outside the scope of this article. 

His scattered articles on the formative 
period of Persian language have been 
collected in his La Formation de la langue 
persane (Paris, 1995). 

His knowledge of Persian dialects and 
particularly of Judeo-Persian combined with 
long familiarity with Persian literary sources 
have enhanced his contributions to both 
synchronic and diachronic studies of language, 
including that of the verbal system of Iranian 
languages and his studies on Persian prosody. 

He has also contributed to general 
linguistics. His contribution to general 
comparative grammar, L’Actance (Paris, 1994) 
has recently been translated into English 
(Berlin and New York, 1998.)

Although much of his work remains 
unpublished, Jean Perrot (b. 1920) has been 
an influential figure in French archeology in 
Persia. He was the director of the Délégation 
Archéologique Française from 1968 until the 
Revolution of 1979. 

During his directorship it was decided to 
keep all excavated objects in Persia rather 
than apportioning them between France and 
Persia. He was also instrumental in training 
young Persian archeologists in fieldwork. 

During his period at Susa, the foundation 
tables of the Darius palace (deciphered 
by F. Vallat) and the colossal statue of 
Darius bearing a quadrilingual inscription 
were discovered. He also founded a new 
archeological series, Cahiers de la Délégation 
Archéologique Française en Iran (CDAFI).

François Vallat and Father Marie-Joseph 
Stève are both epigraphists and have 
contributed authoritative articles on Elamite 
culture in general and its legacy in Iran.

Among the historian Marie-Louise 
Chaumont’s contributions to the history 
of Christianity in the Sassanid empire are 
her Recherches sur l’histoire d’Arménie de 
l’avènement des Sassanides à la conversion du 
royaume (Paris, 1969) and La Christianisation 
de l’empire iranien des origines aux grandes 
persécutions du IVe siècle.

Pierre Amiet (b. 1922), archeologist and 
art historian, was appointed curator of the 
department of oriental antiquities at the 
Louvre Museum in 1961, in succession to A. 
Parrot. 

His many books and articles attest to his 
interest in many aspects of Iranian art and 
include the following: Glyptique susienne; 
Elam (1966); Collection David-Weill: Les 
antiquités du Luristan (Paris, 1976), and L’Art 
antique du Proche-Orient (Paris, 1977).

Jean Deshayes (1924-79), was an eminent 
archeologist and writer on prehistory, who as 
director of the Art and Archaeology Institute 
in Paris, promoted the study of oriental 
archeology. 

His Les Civilisations de l’Orient ancien 
(Paris, 1969) showed his wide learning. 
In his fieldwork in the Gorgan region, he 
excavated the site at Tureng Tepe (1960-77) 
and although he was above all interested in 
pre-historical layers, he discovered a small 
fire temple from the Islamic period. 

The report of his excavations were 
published in Fouilles de Tureng Tepe, sous 
la direction de Jean Deshayes I: Les périodes 
sassanides et islamiques, Paris, 1987.

Marijan Molé (1924-63), a specialist in 
Pahlavi and classical Persian literature and 
mysticism, was also a gifted historian of 
religion. He presented his very original views on 
Zoroastrian ritual and practices in a large and 
influential work, Culte, mythe et cosmologie 
dans l’Iran ancien (Paris, 1963), based on a 
wide reading of Gathic and Pahlavi texts. 

He was a supporter of the non-historicity 
of Zoroaster, a stance which was perhaps 
detrimental to his other well-founded 
theories. His researches on the Zoroaster’s 
legend were revised and published after his 
untimely death by Jean de Menasce as La 
Légende de Zoroastre selon les textes pehlevis 
(Paris, 1967). His other publications are 
valuable contributions to the study of Islamic 
mysticism and the history of Sufi orders.

André Maricq (1925-60), whose untimely 
death brought his short but highly promising 
academic career to an abrupt end, was first 
interested in the trilingual inscription of 
Shapur I. 

His joint work with Ernest Honigmann, 
Recherches sur les Res Gestae Divi Saporis 
(Brussels, 1953), showed great skill in 
tackling the intricate problems of historical 
geography involved in that inscription. 

After a long sojourn in the Middle East and 
Persia, where he began to collect Sassanid 
seal impressions, he wrote several articles 
which were published in Syria (1955-62) and 
later reprinted in Classica et Orientalia (Paris, 
1965). 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.

To be continued.
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