
Report

Op-ed

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O MS t r a i g h t  T r u t h

A
F

P

 Page 3

 M
eh

r/
 M

In
a 

N
oe

i

Interview

Be your 
own tour 
guide in Tehran

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN – Tehran, being a metropol-
itan and historical city, boasts a myriad 
of attractions that are simply must-sees.

A vibrant and culturally rich metropo-
lis, Tehran offers a plethora of irresistible 
attractions to explore.

Exploring every corner of the city or 
at least discovering its most popular 
attractions requires the assistance of a 
tour guide, even if it comes in the form of 
a guidebook, which enables travelers to 
explore a city on their own.  Page 6

Iranian ambassador 
discusses economic 
ties with SCO chief 

TEHRAN- The Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) secretary-general, Zhang 
Ming, met with Iran’s recently appointed 
ambassador to China to discuss ways to 
strengthen economic ties with the SCO’s 
eight members.

Mohsen Bakhtiar said in a social media 
post on Saturday that he had a meeting with 
Zhang on Friday in preparation for the SCO’s 
virtual summit the following week.

“During this meeting, we exchanged views 
on Iran’s active participation in the organi-
zation and the strengthening of economic 
cooperation with the eight member coun-
tries, including China,” Bakhtiar added.

During a phone call with Zhang on Friday, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian 
said that Iran’s inclusion in the SCO will in-
crease the bloc’s weight.

Amir Abdollahian made the statements 
amid reports that Iran’s full membership 
will be approved on Tuesday.

He stated that the Iranian parliament and 
government, notably the Foreign Minis-
try, had worked hard to compile and ratify 
the documents related to the country’s full 
membership.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
announced on Friday that Iran will formally 
become a full member of the SCO on Tues-
day.  Page 2

Iranian women 
empowered after 
Islamic Revolution

By Sara Atta
TEHRAN – The status of women in vari-

ous fields was improved after the Islamic 
Revolution and women, as half of the coun-
try’s population, have been leading in many 
fields. 

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution 
in February 1979 by toppling the Pahlavi re-
gime [the last Iranian royal dynasty, ruling 
for almost 54 years between 1925 and 1979], 
women were given equal rights to shape 
their futures. The Islamic Revolution pro-
vided them a chance to build their distinct 
identity and they have been tremendously 
successful in doing that.  Page 7

Iran puts off 
dispatching 
ambassador to Sweden 
over Quran desecration 

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian announced on Sun-
day that Tehran has decided to put off dis-
patching its newly-appointed ambassador 
to Sweden over the Scandinavian country’s 
controversial move of allowing sacrilege to 
the holy Quran. 

Iran has recently appointed a new ambas-
sador to Sweden and all the procedures for 
the new ambassador have been done. The 
ambassador, Hojjatullah Faghani, met Amir 
Abdollahian on Saturday. 

Yesterday, we talked in detail with my col-
league Mr. Hojjatullah Faghani, the new am-
bassador of our country to Sweden, and he also 
presented a report on the latest status of his 
mission,” the foreign minister said on Twitter. 

“Despite the completion of the adminis-
trative procedures, the process of dispatch-
ing the ambassador to Sweden has been 
stopped due to the action of the government 
of this country in issuing permission for the 
desecration of the holy Quran,” he added. 

Iran has protested the Swedish move. The 
chargé d’affaires of the Swedish embassy in 
Tehran was summoned to the Iranian Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs by the Director General 
of the Western Europe Department, in the ab-
sence of the country’s ambassador.  Page 3

Revolt against racism 
shakes France 

By Ali Karbalaei 
TEHRAN - Violent protests over police 

discrimination in France enters its fifth con-
secutive night.

France endured a fifth night of violence 
with hundreds of arrests made following a 
day when mourners attended the funeral of 
a teenage boy whose killing by police sparked 
nationwide unrest and President Macron 
blamed social media for fueling unrest. 

Violent night protests have hit a number 
of cities across France after Nahel Merzouk, 
a teenager of North African descent, was 
shot dead at point-blank range during a 
traffic stop captured on video.

Despite massive deployment of police 
forces, armored vehicles, air surveillance, 
curfews, and bans on demonstrations to 
end the unrest, more than 700 people were 
arrested on Sunday night, in what the Interi-
or Ministry said was a provisional count. 

On top of the 45,000 officers dispatched 
to major cities, Special Forces have also 
spread out nationwide to quell the violence.

On Saturday, the Interior Ministry revealed 
that French police had arrested more than 
1,300 people on the fourth night of unrest. 
That’s in addition to at least 875  Page 5

Iran issues travel 
warning to France

TEHRAN- Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Sun-
day issued a travel warning for Iranian 
citizens, advising them to stay away from 
“unnecessary trips” to France in light of the 
ongoing unrest there following the police 
shooting of a teenage boy.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Nasser 
Kanaani also urged the French police to ex-
ercise caution while dealing with the wide-
spread protests caused by the June 27 death 
of Nahel M. in the western Parisian district 
of Nanterre.

“Just like in the past, we advise the French 
government and police to heed the demands 
of the protesters while exercising restraint 
and avoiding violence,” Kanaani added.

The spokesman also remarked that neg-
ative conditions for European residents, es-
pecially in France, have resulted from certain 
European nations’ “discriminatory treatment” 
of migrants and their reluctance to recognize 
and correct their improper conduct.

“The French government is expected to 
put an end to the violent treatment of its 
people by respecting the principles of hu-
man dignity, freedom of expression and the 
right of citizens to peaceful protests,” he 
highlighted. 

Stressing that the Islamic Republic is 
closely monitoring the current events in 
France, he said, “Due to the insecure and 
unpredictable situation in France, we urge 
our fellow Iranian compatriots living in this 
country to avoid unnecessary commuting in 
the city or going to conflict areas.”  Page 2
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FDI inflow to Iran rises 5% in 2022: UNCTAD

Iran played key role in maintaining Iraqi sovereignty: Fatah Alliance chief

Members of the Mujahedin-e Khalq protest the police action on June 20 in Tirana.

A local is playing music as the season has arrived for harvesting Damask rose in Oskou, East Azarbiajan Province. 

TEHRAN - The United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) has said in its latest investment 
report that foreign direct investment 
inflow to Iran increased by five percent 
in 2022 compared to the previous year.

The report put the Islamic Republic’s 
FDI inflow at $1.5 billion in 2022, while 
the figure stood at $1.425 billion in 2021, 
IRNA reported.

According to the report, Iran was 

ranked fourth in West Asia in terms of 
the amount of FDI inflow to the country 
in the mentioned year.

Based on UNCTAD data, Iran also had 
$100 million in foreign direct investment 
in other countries in 2022, up from $82 
million from the previous year.

UNCTAD has also put the global for-
eign direct investment in 2022 at $1.294 
trillion, indicating a decline of 13 percent 
compared to the previous year. 

Iran has been ranked 79th among the 
countries of the world in terms of at-
tracting foreign investment in 2022. The 
U.S. was in first place with $285 billion of 
FDI, followed by China with $189 billion, 
and Singapore with $141 billion. 

As for West Asia, Saudi Arabia ranked 
first in the region with $7.886 billion 
of investment, followed by Oman with 
$3.716 billion, and Bahrain with $1.951 
billion.  Page 4

TEHRAN - Iran’s role was crucial in 
protecting Iraq’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity in the struggle against 
Daesh, the chairman of the Fatah (Con-
quest) Alliance in the Iraqi parliament 
has said, praising the courageous sacri-
fices made by Iranian military advisors.

The comments were made on Friday 
by Hadi al-Ameri, who also serves as the 
secretary general of the Badr Organiza-
tion in Iraq, while he was speaking to a 
tribal meeting in the province of Dhi Qar 

in southern Iraq.

He said that in defending Iraq from 
the terrorist group Daesh, the “Iranian 
brethren” had a “significant role” to play.

The senior Iraqi lawmaker said that Ira-
nians made significant sacrifices in this 
regard, with Lieutenant General Qassem 
Soleimani, the country’s top anti-terror 
commander who was assassinated by the 
U.S. in Iraq in 2020, playing a key role.

He also said that enemies anticipat-

ed that Iraq would be overrun following 
Daesh’s terror campaign, but the plot 
was thwarted by Grand Ayatollah Ali Sis-
tani’s fatwa, which urged Iraqis to fight 
back against the Daesh terrorists.

“Thanks to the fatwa, Popular Mo-
bilization Units (PMU), better known 
as Hashd al-Sha’abi, were formed. This 
fostered cooperation and coordination 
among all Iraqi armed forces and put an 
end to sectarianism in Iraq,” Ameri not-
ed.   Page 2

No Country 
for Traitors 
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Congress requests further details on investigation  
into Malley suspension

Iran played key role in maintaining Iraqi sovereignty: 
Fatah Alliance chief

TEHRAN - In light of an inquiry into Robert 
Malley’s handling of secret materials, chair-
man of the U.S. House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs has requested further information 
from the State Department concerning the 
decision to put Malley on leave.

Michael McCaul said on Saturday in a letter 
to Secretary of State Antony Blinken, “These 
reports raise serious concerns both regard-
ing Malley’s conduct and whether the State 
Department misled Congress and the Amer-
ican public.”

Malley’s security clearance suspension was 
deemed “troubling” by McCaul, who also crit-
icized the State Department for previously 
obstructing its “efforts to conduct oversight.”

McCaul went on to highlight, “While the sus-
pension of special envoy Malley’s clearance is 
independently troubling, our concern is com-
pounded by the State Department’s failure to 
respond to the committee’s efforts to conduct 
oversight of its negotiations with and policy 
toward Iran. Since April 11, 2023, the commit-
tee has repeatedly requested Malley’s testi-
mony, which the department has not fulfilled, 
despite his numerous press engagements 

dating back to May 30, 2023.”

The Texas Republican further asserted 
that “at no point did the department indi-
cate that Malley’s security clearance was 
suspended or under review, or that he was 
being investigated for potential miscon-
duct” when the department rebuffed efforts 
to get him to testify.

“The department’s failure to inform Con-
gress of this matter demonstrates at best a 
lack of candor, and at worst represents de-
liberate and potentially unlawful misinforma-
tion,” McCaul wrote to Blinken. 

The chairman of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee then ordered that by July 11 the 
State Department give his committee a “full 
and transparent” account of what led to Mal-
ley’s clearance suspension and probe.

Malley announced earlier that his security 
clearance was under review, but hoped that 
the investigation would be resolved “favor-
ably and soon”. “In the meantime, I am on 
leave,” he said.

Malley was reportedly placed on unpaid 
leave on Thursday afternoon, according to a 

U.S. official familiar with the matter. 
Another source said that his security clear-

ance had been revoked as a result of an exam-
ination into alleged sensitive material han-
dling by the State Department’s diplomatic 
security department.

According to a U.S. official, Malley stayed on 
the job after the State Department probe, but 
was not permitted to access secret material.

Two other people familiar with the mat-
ter confirmed that the State Department 
probe found an issue with Malley’s security 
clearance.

Earlier, State Department spokesman Matt 
Miller stated that Malley was on leave but did 
not elaborate on why or for how long.

From page 1   “Thanks to the 
fatwa, Popular Mobilization Units 
(PMU), better known as Hashd 
al-Sha’abi, were formed. This fos-
tered cooperation and coordination 
among all Iraqi armed forces and 
put an end to sectarianism in Iraq,” 
Ameri noted. 

In 2014, Daesh launched a terror 
campaign in the Arab nation and 
quickly seized control of large areas 
in the country.

After a three-year military coun-
terterrorism operation, in which 
Hashd al-Shaabi also played a sig-
nificant part, Iraq declared victory 
over the terrorist group in Decem-
ber 2017.

However, Daesh’s remnants 

continue to carry out occasional 
strikes throughout Iraq in an effort 
to reorganize and incite new unrest 

in the Arab nation.

Since January 2020, when the 
U.S. assassinated General Soleima-

ni and the PMU deputy commander 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis in a drone 
strike near Baghdad International 
Airport, the Takfiri terrorist group 
has been able to step up its as-
saults in Iraq.

After the assassination, anti-U.S. 
sentiments in Iraq dramatically 
rose, leading Iraqi parliament to 
enact a measure only two days 
later requiring the Baghdad gov-
ernment to expel all foreign troops 
commanded by Washington.

By the end of 2021, the U.S. was 
ultimately compelled to stop its 
“combat mission” in Iraq, but Iraqi 
resistance organizations insist that 
the Pentagon’s purported advising 
role must also come to an end.

From page 1   Speaking at the 
opening of a SCO center in Mos-
cow, Lavrov declared, “The full 
membership of Iran will be ap-
proved at the meeting of heads of 
state on July 4.”

Although Iran originally re-
quested to join the alliance 15 
years ago, it wasn’t granted mem-
bership until 2021.

The SCO, which has its head-
quarters in China, is a diplomatic 
organization with eight members: 
China, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Russia, In-
dia, and Pakistan.

The group was founded in 2001, 
and its members seek to address 
shared security challenges, co-
operate militarily, and advance 
internal trade.

In March 2022, Iran and the 
group formally began the proce-
dure for Teheran’s membership. 

Iran committed to joining the 
SCO by signing a memorandum 
of understanding in September 
of that same year. A month later, 
the Iranian parliament gave its 
approval for the nation to join 
the bloc.

A month later, the Iranian par-
liament approved the country’s 
accession to the bloc.

On July 4, the meeting will be 
held virtually in New Delhi.

Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si emphasized the importance of 
the SCO on March 7 in order to 
promote global cooperation and 
counter unilateralism.

Raisi stated that the SCO na-
tions had access to “consider-
able manpower,” “rich resources,” 
and “vast geographical expanse” 
when speaking with SCO chief 
Zhang in Tehran.

“This has created extraordinary 
capacities for the organization 
that it can use to effectively con-
front unilateralism and play an 
effective role in creating regional 
and international convergence,” 
he continued.

According to Zhang, who 
praised Tehran’s ties to other SCO 
members, “We are certain that, 
given its rich civilizational and his-
torical background, Iran can serve 
as an active and productive mem-
ber in expanding the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization’s field of 
action and strength.”

In May, China’s SCO National 
Coordinator, Zhang Haizhou, said 
that more and more countries are 
applying to join the SCO family.

Speaking to media persons 
from countries member to the 
SCO, Zhang welcomed journalists 
on behalf of the Department of 
European-Central Asian Affairs at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the People’s Republic of China.

Zhang explained that the goals 
of the SCO are as follows: firstly, 
to step into a new stage with uni-
ty and mutual trust; secondly, to 
reach a new level of security coop-
eration; thirdly, to enter into a new 
stage of opening-up; fourthly, to 
make achievements in cultural 
and people-to-people exchanges; 
fifthly, to confirm the trend of de-
mocracy in a multi-polar world.

Iran has recently taken part in a 
vigorous diplomatic drive across 
the world, deepening friendships 
with neighbors and partners in 
various regions, particularly Latin 
America.

Tehran has also asked to join 
the BRICS group, which also in-
cludes Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
and South Africa.

From page 1   He further urged Iranian cit-
izens to avoid needless trips to France in the 
current turbulent conditions.

After Nahel M., a 17-year-old of Algerian heri-
tage, was shot at point-blank range in Nanterre 
earlier this week for refusing to stop for a traf-

fic check and died after rescue services arrived 
at the scene, France was shaken by a wave of 
protests. 

Two police officers were trying to stop the 
car in a video that was posted online, and one 
of them had his gun raised at the driver.

The shooting’s perpetrator has been appre-
hended and is being prosecuted for voluntary 
homicide.

France has deployed hundreds of police of-
ficers nationally, backed up by light armored 
vehicles, to subdue widespread protests, as 
bands of adolescents ignited fires and pelted 
cops with projectiles and firebombs in the ma-
jor cities of Lyon, Marseille, and Grenoble.

Participants in a march held in Nanterre in 
honor of Nahel protested what they criticized 
as a culture of police impunity and a failure to 
improve law enforcement in a nation that has 
seen waves of unrest and demonstrations 
against police conduct.

The violent unrest has brought up memo-
ries of the three-week-long nationwide riots 
in 2005 that prompted President Jacques 
Chirac to impose a state of emergency.

Tuesday’s killing was the third fatal 
shooting during traffic stops in France so 
far in 2023, down from a record 13 last year, 
according to a spokesperson for the na-
tional police.

Iran issues travel warning to France

Siasat-e-Rooz dedicated its editorial to Iran-
U.S. negotiations and wrote: While the process of 
negotiations to cancel sanctions on Iran is being 
pursued, reports surfaced on Thursday that Rob-
ert Malley, the U.S. Special Envoy for Iran, has been 
placed on leave without pay. Although some media 
outlets inside and outside Iran are trying to convey 
this idea that Malley’s suspension may signal a pos-
sible change in the American negotiating team that 
would provide an opportunity for Iran, the truth is 
that America’s internal issues are not an issue that 
Iran wants to formulate its policies based on. Cer-
tain developments such as the failure of American 
orchestrated Arab-Israeli consensus against Iran, 
the imminent Iran’s full membership at the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization, Raisi’s trip to Latin 
America, Macron’s telephone conversation with Raisi 
coupled with a sharp increase in Iran’s oil exports 
indicate that the scenario of isolating Iran regional-
ly and globally have come to naught. This trend has 
caused the Republicans to take advantage of the Iran 
issue to put pressure on the Democrats. All these ac-
tions are related to the internal division and electoral 
competition in the U.S., and it cannot be considered 
a sign of a change in Washington’s negotiation be-
havior, and the change of people like Robert Malley 
should not be considered as a sign of change in 
Washington’s behavior. So, we should not enter into 
negotiations with this country with a miscalculation.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Security diplomacy

In an analysis, Vatan-e-Emrooz discussed the 
attack of the Albanian police on the MKO camp and 
said: With the recent attack of the Albanian police 
on the “Ashraf 3” camp, the police of this country 
seized most of the equipment belonging to this 
group, such as computers and the original servers. 
This is perhaps the worst news for the Hypocrites 
(MKO/MEK) and their supporters, that there is a 
possibility that all this information (from servers) 
will be provided to the security forces of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and this means blinding many of 
their areas inside and arresting many of their asso-
ciates. In recent years, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has shown serious determination to deal with any 
instances of threat to its interests, and it seems 
that European countries and even the United States 
have well understood the message of Iran’s “threat 
against the threat” strategy. The cancellation of 
the annual gathering of the Hypocrites in France, 
the legal move of the Albanian police in raiding the 

camp of terrorists and subsequently the phone 
call between Macron and Raisi, the statement by 
the U.S. State Department that it does not support 
the Hypocrites, and the extreme fear among  the 
group’s leaders that they may be extradited to Iran 
show that Tehran’s security diplomacy has worked.

Iran: Continuation of European show

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed the new 
European sabotage following the talks between Iran 
and the United States. It wrote: The claim of refusing 
to lift sanctions on Iran’s missile program was raised 
after the United States violated its commitment and 
unilaterally withdrew from the nuclear deal. Eu-
rope also put on display a failed policy on the global 
stage as it took no step, however small, to respect 
this agreement. Now, after America is forced to hold 
purposeful talks with the Islamic Republic, Europe is 
trying to bring new issues to the negotiation table 
by merely focusing on its own interests. Although 
the situation has led Washington to reduce tension 
with Iran, Europe prefers to continue its disruptive 
role in opposing the current trend. A possible viola-
tion of the JCPOA commitments by Europe, in case it 
is revived, would mean nothing more than repeating 
Donald Trump’s policy toward the nuclear deal, and 
naturally Europe is expected to face stronger reac-
tions from the Islamic Republic.

Sobh-e-No: Intensification of Islamophobia in 
the West after September 11

In a commentary, Sobh-e-No wrote: Islamopho-
bia was promoted following numerous changes in 
the historical relations between the Islamic world 
and the West, and this problem emerged in vari-
ous forms from the beginning of the 20th century. 
The procedure shows that the rulers in France are 
afraid of the increase in people’s tendency toward 
Islam. Without a doubt, the origin of this hatred 
basically goes back to the racist, cultural, and psy-
chological factors and the colonial discourse of 
the rulers of this country. As a result, Westerners 
tried to launch propaganda campaigns against 
the Muslim community during these years. Part 
of this problem is rooted in the increase in Mus-
lims’ immigration to Sweden. So, efforts to tarnish 
their image became a norm for Western countries. 
Islamophobia worsened after the September 11 
attacks. Western governments wanted to portray 
Muslims as Salafists, Takfiris, and Daeshis in order 
to prevent them to gain power in the West.    

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Does Malley’s suspension signal  
a change in negotiations?

TEHRAN- Iranian Defense Minister Mohammad 
Reza Ashtiani says his ministry has taken the lead in 
employing the young elites.  

In a tweet on Friday, Ashtiani praised the De-
fense Ministry for having 400 innovation centers 
and 4,500 researchers, making it to rank first in 
the country.

“With such a huge capacity, a thousand proj-
ects are currently underway which only a small 
portion is reported to the media,” he added. 

In June, Ashtiani said that the ministry’s ex-
ports of military equipment tripled in the past 
Persian calendar year, which ended on March 20.

Brigadier General Ashtiani noted that his min-
istry is working to improve military prowess by 
increasing the production of both military and 
civilian items and services, boosting the capabil-
ity of missiles, drones, air defense, and electronic 
warfare, and pursuing defense diplomacy with a 
focus on export capacity building.

He also stressed that “due to the efforts of the 
Defense Ministry, we registered a threefold in-
crease in exports, a twofold rise in the production 
of civilian goods and services, and an 81 percent 
increase in military production last year.”

“This path will continue with more strength 
and endeavor this Persian calendar year which is 
named ‘Inflation Control; Growth in Production’,” 
he continued.

Additionally, Ashtiani highlighted that the Defense 
Ministry is prepared to uphold the Islamic Republic’s 
technical, scientific, and military dominance under 
even the most difficult and challenging conditions 
imposed by the adversaries.

He went on to highlight that the military in Iran 
is now entirely self-sufficient in terms of weapons 
thanks to recent significant progress made by mil-
itary scientists and professionals.

Iranian officials have cautioned that the nation 
will not hold back on bolstering its military capabili-
ties, which are only intended for defense.

Ashtiani also said in May that Iran faces no limits 
in terms of exporting and importing military gear.

“We have no restrictions on providing equip-
ment to countries and we are in contact with all 
countries and continue this relationship with au-
thority. Any country that is committed to the in-
terests, security and maintenance of international 
peace and thinks about common global security, 
we will definitely help it,” Ashtiani said.

Ashtiani pointed out that there are no restrictions 
on Iran purchasing military equipment. “No, it is not 
prohibited, wherever we need.  We do not feel any re-
strictions in providing the needs or exporting.”

Defense Ministry first in recruiting 
talented youth: minister

Iranian ambassador discusses 
economic ties with SCO chief 



Iran U17 football 
team need to 
support: Bezik

By Farrokh Hesabi
TEHRAN - Edmond Bezik, an expert on 

Iranian football, thinks that the U17 team’s 
World Cup qualification is a great incident, but 
he believes it happened by chance rather than 
due to a process.

Iran secured a place in the FIFA U17 World Cup 
Indonesia 2023 after advancing to the AFC U17 
Asian Cup Thailand 2023 semifinals.

“I know that Hossein Abdi has worked hard as 
head coach to make his team successful,” Bezik 
said in his interview with Tehran Times. 

“Iran achieved great results in the group stage 
and managed to defeat Yemen in a penalty 
shootout. It’s a fantastic opportunity for our 
young players to participate in the World Cup,” he 
added. 

Iran lost 3-0 to Japan in the semifinals, which 
prevented them from entering the final match, 
and the critics put Abdi under pressure.

Bezik, with more than 15 years of experience 
in coaching junior football teams, shared his 
thoughts on this issue.

“To me, Iranian teams’ success in youth and 
junior age groups is always based on luck, not a 
well-planned process.

“Mr. Abbas Chamanian led Iran in the 2017 
FIFA World Cup and his team played remarkably 
well, and captured the attention of football 
experts. But they made it to the World Cup 
without any specific plans and were eventually 
finished their adventure without any strategy. 
Consequently, the head coach and several 
players are no longer involved in top-level of 
Iranian football.

“Abdi has done a great job with the current U17 
team, but he needs more facilities and time to 
make a significant impact in the upcoming World 
Cup. 

“To those who criticize the U17 national 
team, I suggest that they have to participate in 
their training and closely observe their efforts. 
Furthermore, experiencing the challenges in 
Iranian football club’s junior group ages can help 
to understand the issues,” the former Persepolis 
forward concluded.

Iran U21 volleyball 
team beat U.S.
TEHRAN – Iran U21 volleyball team defeated 

the U.S. 3-1 (25-14, 25-22, 19-25, 25-18) in a 
tournament underway in Sofia, Bulgaria.

Iran will meet Brazil and Bulgaria on Sunday 
and Monday respectively.

Bulgaria also defeated Brazil 3-0 in another 
match.

Iran have participated in the event as part of 
preparation for the 2023 FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
U21 World Championship in Manama, Bahrain, 
scheduled for July 7 to 16.

Iran are drawn in Pool A along with Bahrain, 
Tunisia and Thailand. 

Chinese Taipei 
defeat Iran at 2023 
Asian Women’s 
Junior Handball
TEHRAN – Iran lost to Chinese Taipei 28-18 

in Group B of the 2023 Asian Women’s Junior 
Handball Championship on Sunday.

Iran are scheduled to meet India on Wednesday.
Hong Kong, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Japan and 

South Korea are in Group A.
The Iranian team lost to China 29-23 in their 

opening match and defeated Uzbekistan 37-36.
The Asian Women’s Junior Handball 

Championship is the official competition for junior 
women’s national handball teams of Asia, and 
takes place every two years.

The top five teams will qualify for the 24th 
IHF Women’s Junior (U20) Handball World 
Championship in North Macedonia, slated for June 
19 to 30, 2024.

Alvaro Jimenez 
linked with Tractor
TEHRAN - Alvaro Jose Jimenez Guerrero has 

been linked with a move to Iranian football club 
Tractor.

Tractor, headed by Spanish coach Paco Jemez, 
will represent Iran at the 2023-23 AFC Champions 
League.

The team are also going to win Iran league for 
the first time ever.  

The Tabriz-based football club have reached an 
agreement with Cadiz left winger.

Jimenez, 28, who has played in Real Madrid B 
and C, will join Tractor on loan. 

Foolad complete 
signing of Brazilian 
Jeferson Bahia
TEHRAN – Brazilian defender Jeferson Bahia 

joined Foolad football club from Mes Rafsanjan 
on Sunday.

The 31-year-old player, who started his playing 
career in Palmeiras B in 2010, has penned a two-
year deal with Foolad.

Foolad, headed by Alireza Mansourian, finished 
in eighth place in Iran Professional League (IPL) 
last season.

The Ahvaz-based football team has won Iran 
league twice in 2005 and 2014. 

2023/24 IPL draw 
ceremony to be 
held on July 9
TEHRAN –The draw ceremony for the 

2023/2024 season of the Iran Professional 
League will be held on July 9.

The ceremony will be held in Tehran’s Olympic 
Hotel. 

 A total of 16 teams will participate at the new 
season.

Persepolis are defending champions and look 
to win the IPL title for the ninth title. 

Shams Azar and Esteghlal Khuzestan will take 
part in the upcoming season as the newcomers 
after secured promotion to the league last season.

Naft Masjed Soleyman and mes Kerman were 
also relegated from the IPL to the First Division.

Iran Professional League is the highest division 
of professional football in the west Asian country. 
It is the top-level football league in Iran since its 
foundation in 2001.

Since 2013, the league comprises 16 teams. The 
winners of IPL and Hazfi Cup automatically qualify 
for the AFC Champions League group stages. 

Persepolis are the most successful club with 
eight titles in 22 editions. 

Aghapour excited 
to join Mallorca 
Palma 
TEHRAN - Salar Aghapour, new player of 

Mallorca Palma futsal club, has expressed his 
satisfaction for joining the Spanish team.

In an interview with Marca, the Iranian 
international player said he cannot wait to play 
for  Mallorca Palma.

Aghapour is the third Iranian player to join 
the team after Hossein Tayebi and Moslem 
Oladghobad.

 “Palma is in the best league of the world and 
that is what inspires me to play for the team. 
Palma also is champion of Europe,” Aghapour said.

“I am interested to join the team as soon as 
possible and start new stage in my sports career,” 
he added.

Palma coach Antonio Vadillo Sánchez is also 
happy to sign Aghapour. 

“I am very happy for signing Salar because we 
followed him for a long time as a talented player. 
He is a very versatile player and can play with both 
legs,” the Spanish coach said. 
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TEHRAN – Rear Admiral Alireza 
Tangsiri, the commander of the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) Navy, has said that Persian 
Gulf oil belongs to Iran and its 
neighbors. 

He underlined the need for Iran to 
have military equipment to ensure 
its livelihood. “Our oil and gas are 
extracted from the sea, and if there 
are no ships and missiles, we will not 
have a livelihood.”

General Tangsiri added “we have 
many important islands that can 
maintain the security of the sea area 
like an aircraft carrier” because the 
islands have the ability of providing 
a takeoff area.

He said the Abu Mousa and 
Greater and Lesser Tunb islands are 
of special and strategic importance. 
“There is an international waterway 
in the Persian Gulf, but there is no 
international water,” he continued, 
according to IRNA. 

General Tangsiri also pointed to 
the importance of these islands, 
saying the Greater Tunb is located at 
the entrance to the Strait of Hormuz 
and is considered like an unsinkable 
aircraft carrier from which the plane 
can take off and take control of the 
entire area of the Strait of Hormuz. 
He stated that this island “is the first 
island located at the entrance to the 
Strait of Hormuz, if we do not count 
Larak. This island is located in the 
deepest part of the Persian Gulf.”

General Tangsiri also mentioned 
the location of Abu Mousa Island 
and reminded that this island is also 
located in one of the best parts of 
the Persian Gulf.

Emphasizing that Persian Gulf oil 
belongs to Iran and its neighbors, 
he said, “At one time, the Americans 
lined up in the Persian Gulf, but the 
will of the people and God’s favor 
caused them to retreat humiliatingly. 
Today, the enemies are coming in the 
Persian Gulf, but our young people 
strongly warn them that you have 
no right to enter this waterway, and 
they lower their heads and change 
the route.”

He added, “We are victorious 
in this unequal battle against our 
enemies, and we will not give up the 
benefits that belong to the great 
and martyr-loving nation of Iran.”

In June, General Tangsiri stated 
that since Iran and its southern 
neighbors are working together 

there is no need for trans-regional 
forces to protect the strategic 
waterway of the Persian Gulf.

The countries in the region own 
the Persian Gulf and are responsible 
for ensuring its security, he said. 

Iran has welcomed and will 
continue to welcome the strategic 
principle of building alliances and 
forming the community of Persian 
Gulf countries, he pointed out, 
adding Tehran’s policy has always 
been de-escalation and this has 
been demonstrated in practice.

The commander made the 
comments during a visit to the 
Nazeaat Region in the Persian Gulf 
waters.

The Greater and Lesser Tunbs, Siri, 
Abu Mousa, and the Nazeaat Region 
are four islands in the Persian Gulf 
close to the Strait of Hormuz.

These islands are regarded as 
the Strait of Hormuz’s defensive 
stronghold.

Admiral says missiles are needed to guarantee living  

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi 
TEHRAN – The Iranian Ministry 

of Intelligence has put out a 
statement enumerating the acts 
of sabotage carried out by the 
Mojahedin-e Khalq (MEK) over 
the last years, vowing to continue 
its countermeasures against the 
terrorist group. 

The statement said that in 
the run-up to the raid by the 
Albanian police into the MEK 
camps in Tirana, the criminal 
group had done its utmost 
to carry out terrorist attacks 
across the countries but thanks 
to the countermeasures and 
traps set by the Ministry of 
Intelligence almost all of the 
attacks were thwarted. 

The ministry said it arrested 
a team of four MEK members 
in Mazandaran Province in May 
2022 after they attacked public 
and government properties with 
handmade projectiles. 

After the busting of the 
Mazandaran team, a veteran 
member of MEK in Tehran was 
identified and placed under 
surveillance. The member 
employed a number of MEK-liked 
elements and provided them 
with handmade explosives. The 
member and those complicit in 
the plot were arrested shortly 
before launching their attack, 
according to the ministry. 

It also said it dismantled several 
small groups linked to MEK in 
Khuzestan, Fars, and Kuhkiluyeh-
and-Bouyer-Ahmad provinces 
in June this year. Around the 
same time, MEK-linked teams 
committed acts of sabotage in 
Gilan Province and Kish Island. 
Two individuals involved in these 
attacks were arrested. 

According to the ministry, 
some of the arrested had the 
experience of being detained 
and then released from prison 
during the September 2022 riots. 
All these elements have been 
recruited by MEK through online 
platforms, it said. 

Also, the ministry said the 
detained members of MEK had 
received training, money, and 
equipment from the terror group’s 
camps in Albania. 

The ministry said it has warned 

European intelligence services 
about MEK launching terrorist 
activities from Western soil, 
especially in the group’s central 
headquarters in Albania. “The 
Islamic Republic of Iran is seriously 
pursuing terrorists outside its 
borders,” it warned. 

“Step forward”

It also expressed appreciation 
for Albania for countering MEK 
and described the move as a “step 
forward.”

The Iranian Intelligence 
Ministry also said that it has 
solid intelligence that some of 
the inveterate supporters of 
terrorism in Europe and the U.S., 
at Israel’s urging, are trying to 
revive the MEK terror group. 

The ministry warned that it 
will continue its tireless efforts 
against terrorists who commit 
acts of sabotage on behalf of the 
Zionist regime of Israel. 

Iran demands extradition of 
MEK members

Kazem Gharibabadi, the Vice-
President of the Judiciary for 
International Affairs, has called 
on the European countries to 
extradite MEK members. 

Gharibabadi said Iran has 
filed lawsuits against the group 
in various European countries, 
according to IRIB News. 

He was commenting on the 

consequences of the recent raid 
by the Albanian police on the 
camps of the terrorist group. 

“We have this complaint toward 
European countries, especially 
one of these countries, which have 
not handled the cases related to 
the Hypocrites [MEK] well in their 
judicial system,” he said. 

“We consider this as an action to 
support the Hypocrites.”

In late June, Gharibabadi said 
that Tehran has used a variety of 
legal strategies to prosecute MEK 
members.

He went on to say that countries 
who provide asylum to MEK must 
be held accountable for harboring 
“these criminals” who have 
slaughtered 17,000 Iranians.

Gharibabadi pleaded with the 
nations to expel the MEK members 
and even hand them over to stand 
trial. However, he pointed out that 
Iran will keep up its legal actions.

Gharibabadi, also the chief of 
Iran’s High Council for Human 
Rights, said no terrorist must feel 
safe anywhere in the world.

The MEK group has come to the 
limelight in recent weeks after the 
Albanian police raided their camps 
in line with counterterrorism 
measures. 

The Interior Ministry of Albania 
announced last month that 
Albanian police conducted the 

raid into the headquarters of the 
MEK group. The raid was carried 
out based on the Balkan nation’s 
counter-terrorism laws.

“Today’s operation was carried 
out in accordance with the laws 
and according to the ruling of the 
Supreme Court against terrorism,” 
the statement said. 

The statement added that 
according to the agreement 
between Albania and the 
organization in 2014, the 
members of this organization 
had become refugees in this 
country only for humanitarian 
reasons, but they have violated 
this agreement by carrying out 
terrorist and cyber acts.

The prime minister of Albania 
has said that his country is no 
longer willing to continue to host 
the MEK terrorist group if they 
want to fight Iran from Albanian 
soil. 

Edi Rama said the MEK group 
has violated the agreement 
according to which they were 
relocated to Albania from Iraq.

Rama pointed out that the MEK 
has turned Albania into a trench 
in its campaign against Iran. “Our 
country is used as a trench in a war 
that is not ours, it does not work! 
Of course, they have every right to 
fight for their freedom, but to do 
so they must leave Albania,” the 
prime minister continued.

No Country for Traitors 

The official condemned the recent insult in 
Sweden against the most important Islamic 
sanctities, saying the Swedish government’s 
silence and passive behavior embolden violators 
of one of the basic and obvious principles of 
human rights, namely the principle of respect 
for religious and divine values, according to the 
foreign ministry.

While Muslims have been performing Hajj 
and honoring religious and Islamic rituals these 
days, insulting their sanctities solely serves to 
spread hatred and call for violence by abusing 
the principle of freedom of speech, the Swedish 
diplomat was told.

He added that such an ill-considered move 

was nothing new on Swedish soil, and that 
the Iranian side had previously relayed its 
dissatisfaction to Sweden.

If Sweden had taken action to stop such 
insults in time, no more desecration of Islamic 
sanctities would have taken place, the Iranian 
official said.

He added that the Islamic Republic, along with 
the entire Islamic world, does not tolerate any 
attack on the holy book of the Muslims or any 
greenlight for such moves, therefore, the Swedish 
government is expected to fulfill its most obvious 
duty in preventing insults to the spiritual and 
religious values of Muslims responsibly and in an 
effective and preemptive manner.

In response, the Swedish chargé d’affaires 
emphasized the Swedish government’s 
opposition to any form of Islamophobia, and 
stated that he would convey the protest to 
Stockholm as soon as possible.

Iran puts off dispatching ambassador to Sweden over Quran desecration 



TEHRAN- With more than 390,000 
beehives and production of more than 12,000 
tons of honey per year, Khoy county stands 
at first place in honey production in West 
Azarbaijan province, in the northwest of Iran, 
according to a provincial official.

Khosro Shahbazi, the head of West 
Azarbaijan province’s Agriculture 
Department, also said that more than 1,400 
people are active in the beekeeping industry 
of the county.

He said that the presence of the country’s 
largest beekeeping company in Khoy has 
turned this county into the first pole of bee 
breeding and the production of its products 
in West Azarbaijan province.

As announced by the official, it is expected 
that annual honey production will reach over 
32,000 tons in the province in the current 
Iranian calendar year, which ends on March 
20, 2024.

Saying that the average production of each 
modern beehive is 17 kilograms and of the 
native beehive is 5.5 kilograms, Shahbazi said 
that there are more than 1,345,000 beehives 
in the province, of which 110,471 are native 
beehives and the rest are modern.

The official has announced that 30,000 
tons of honey was produced in the province 
during the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(ended on March 20).

He said that about 24 percent of honey 
produced in the country is produced in this 
province, and in addition to consumption in 
domestic markets, part of it is also exported 
to the Arab countries of the Persian Gulf.

West Azarbaijan is one of the provinces 
with a pleasant climate with green plains 
and foothills and a very high plant diversity 
with more than 1,500 plant species, and 
its summers are rich and favorable for 
beekeeping.

With a good annual growth of five percent 
in the beekeeping industry, this province has 
been able to rank first in the country in honey 
production in recent years, and its modern 
apiaries are increasing every day.

According to the latest census of the 
country’s apiaries by the Agriculture Ministry, 
the production of honey is 136,000 tons in 
the country, a board member of the Iran 
Beekeepers Association announced.

Mohammad Fekri said that with 
producing 30,000 tons of honey per 
annum, West Azarbaijan province 
supplies more than 22 percent of the 
country’s annual honey, East Azarbaijan, 
Fars, Ardebil and Kermanshah provinces 
come next, and about 43 percent of the 
honey is produced in other provinces.

As stated by the chairman of the Animal 
Science Research Institute of Iran (ASRI), 
Iran ranks third in the world in the number of 
apiaries.

Mokhtar Mohajer also said that Iran’s rank 
in honey production is changing and moving 
between the fourth and sixth place in the 
world.

Based on the data released by the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), Iran is the third-largest producer of 
honey in the world.

The chairman of the Animal Science 
Research Institute has said that the amount 
of honey production in the country should 
be increased by three to four kilograms per 
colony.

Mohajer said, “According to the Seventh 
National Development Plan (2022-2026), 
the amount of honey production should be 
increased by at least three to four kilograms 
per colony according to the diversity of plants 
and the area of pastures that we have in the 
country”.

He announced that 8,300 kilograms of 
royal jelly, 406 tons of pollen, 2,536 tons 
of beeswax, 247 tons of propolis, and 3,917 
grams of bee venom are produced annually 
in the country.

Currently, there are about 11.8 million bee 
colonies in 109,759 apiaries in the country, he 
added.

Pointing out that Iran ranks third in the 
world in the number of apiaries, he said 
87,932 people are working in apiaries in the 
country, and the output of these apiaries is 
honey and its by-products.

Stating that all these products are not 
consumed domestically, he said about 10 
percent of these products are exported to 
countries such as Turkey and Arab countries.

Complaining about the low amount of 
honey production compared to the number 
of apiaries and colonies, Mohajer said the 
average production of honey in Iran is much 
lower than the standard, in a way that about 
four kilograms of honey is produced in 
traditional colonies, and an average of 9.6 
kilograms of honey is produced in modern 
colonies.

He stated that the low literacy of the 
producers is one of the main reasons for the 
low production in the colonies, adding that 
the production potential of each bee colony 
in the country is more than 25 kilograms.

From page 1    Foreign direct investment 
inflow to Iran also increased by 6.4 percent in 
2021 compared to the previous year.

According to UNCTAD, the Islamic 
Republic’s FDI inflow stood at $1.429 billion 
in 2021, while the figure was $1.342 billion in 
2020.

Iran also had $82 million in foreign direct 
investment in other countries in 2021, up 
from $78 million in the previous year.

The United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development was established in 1964 as 
an intergovernmental organization intended 

to promote the interests of developing states 
in world trade.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 13,459 points to 
2.157 million on Sunday.

As reported, over 7.655 billion securities 
worth 57.175 trillion rials (about $136 million) 
were traded at the TSE

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. 
The other three ones are Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) 
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN – Iranian Industry, 
Mining and Trade Ministry has 
managed to revive 434 idle small-
scale mines throughout the country 
during the past Iranian calendar 
year 1401 (ended on March 20), the 
director of the ministry’s program 
for reviving idle mines said.

Abbas Jorjani has also announced 
that the ministry revived 1,286 idle 
small-scale mines throughout the 
country over the past four years.

According to the official, since 
the Iranian calendar year 1398 
(ended in March 2020) when 
the mentioned program was 
officially started, over 17,100 job 
opportunities have also been 
created in the revived mines.

Over 146 mines were revived in 
the first year of the program and 
the number reached 235, 453, and 
434 in the second, third and fourth 
years, respectively, Jorjani told 
IRNA.

The Industry, Mining and Trade 
Ministry’s program for reviving 
small mines across the country 
was unveiled in late March 2019 
and put into effect a year later.

The most important goal of 
this program, which is being 
implemented by the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries 
Development and Renovation 
Organization (IMIDRO), is to 

activate the country’s mines, which 
will result in increased production 
and employment, especially in 
deprived areas.

Back in December 2021, Reza 
Azimi, the former director of the 
said program, had mentioned 
concluding 37 memorandums 
of understanding (MOU) for 
investment, and scientific-research 
cooperation with knowledge-
based companies, as well as the 
introduction of 124 projects to 
Mining Investment Insurance 
Corporation for receiving facilities, 
and the support and coaching 

of knowledge-based companies 
and startups as other measures 
taken under the framework of the 
mentioned program.

As reported, IMIDRO is 
conducting the program with the 
aim of providing feedstock for 
mineral industries, increasing 
production and completing the 
mining industry’s product chain, 
and developing and creating 
sustainable employment.

Following this program, so 
far various small-scale mines 
including chromite, manganese, 
hematite, dolomite, iron ore, copper, 

and construction stone mines have 
been surveyed by monitoring and 
diagnosing the problems of the 
mines and providing solutions for 
resolving their issues.

Over the past few years with 
new resilient economy strategies 
coming into play, the mining sector 
has become a major point of 
focus for the Iranian government, 
and various organizations and 
bodies active in this sector have 
been tasked to implement new 
programs for boosting this sector.

As a major state-owned holding 
company active in the mining 
sector in the country, IMIDRO has 
been playing a significant part in 
the mentioned planning.

The organization has been 
implementing several new 
programs in all the main 
fields of the mining industry 
including exploration, machinery 
development, extraction, and also 
reviving the country’s idle mines.

TEHRAN – Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines 
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) hosted 
a conference on business 
opportunities in Bangladesh on 
Sunday in which the opportunities 
and challenges of the trade between 
the two countries were discussed.

As the ICCIMA portal reported, the 
gathering was attended by officials 
from both sides including the 

ambassadors of the two countries, 
Bangladesh’s commercial attaché in 
Tehran, and the deputy head of Iran’s 
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) 
along with businessmen and traders. 

Speaking at the conference, 
ICCIMA acting Deputy Head for 
Foreign Affairs Niloufar Asadi said 
that despite the diverse fields of 
cooperation, the volume of trade 
between the two countries is not at 

a favorable level. 

“The existing problems in the 
field of banking and transportation, 
and especially the lack of familiarity 
between businessmen and economic 
operators about the capacities of the 
two countries, have prevented the 
development of cooperation with 
Bangladesh,” she said.

Referring to the existence of a 

memorandum of understanding 

between the chambers of the two 

countries, she added that a joint 

committee will be formed between 

the two countries to facilitate 

removing obstacles and encouraging 

various commercial sectors for 

cooperation between the two 

countries.

TEHRAN – Iranian sugar 
processing plants managed 
to produce 1.44 million tons of 
sugar from sugar beets and 
sugarcane in the previous Iranian 

calendar year (ended on March 
20), an official with the country’s 
Agriculture Ministry said.

According to Peyman Hesadi, 
the director of the Agriculture 

Ministry’s sugar plants project, 
considering the climatic 
conditions and rainfalls in the 
current year, the production is 
also expected to reach at least 

this figure, IRIB reported.

“The country needs 2.2 million 
tons of sugar every year, and the 
rest of the required sugar must 
be imported,” Hesadi said.

TEHRAN - According to the data released 
by the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA), 2.803 million cell phones 
worth $574.28 million were imported into the 
country in the first three months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21-June 21). 

Based on the customs data, of the total 
imported phones, 2.654 million were imported 
into the country by commercial importers and 
149,000 were imported by passengers, IRNA 
reported.

Accordingly, the value of the mobile phones 
imported by trading companies in the mentioned 
period was $483.601 million, while the value of 
those imported by passengers stood at $90.679 
million.

Customs statistics show that the import 
of mobile phones in the previous Iranian year 
1401 (ended on March 20) was 14,315,000 
units, of which 13,764,000 units were imported 
commercially and 550,000 units were imported 
by passengers.

Also, the value of the mobile phone imports by 
commercial companies in 1401 was $2.871 billion 
and by passengers was $346.73 million.

With the implementation of Iran’s National 
Mobile Registry Plan back in October 2017, 
Iranians now must register all new mobile 
phones to be eligible for use in the country. This 
law is to fight smuggling phones to Iran. As a 
result, all people who want to use their phones 
for more than one month in the Islamic Republic 
will need to register their phones as a way to pay 
customs fees.

In April 2021, the Iranian Ministry of 
Information and Communications Technology 
(ICT) had announced the launch of a five-year 
plan for the domestic production of 14 million 
cell phones and tablets.

According to the ministry, the mentioned 
program is going to create job opportunities for 
over 43,000 people and save the country over $1 
billion during the said five years.

TEHRAN - National Iranian Drilling Company 
(NIDC) dug and completed the digging operations 
of 27 oil and gas wells during the first 100 days of 
the current Iranian calendar year (March 21-June 
30), the company’s managing director said.

According to Hamidreza Golpayegani, the 
drilled wells consisted of two development, and 
25 workover ones, Shana reported.

Golpayegani had earlier declared the company’s 
infrastructure improvement in line with the 
programs of the Oil Ministry as the most important 
achievement of NIDC in the past year.

Speaking at the company’s annual board 
meeting, the official said NIDC’s performance 
in various operational, technical, engineering, 
support, services, and headquarters departments 
has been significant and improved in the previous 
year compared to the preceding two years.

“According to the statistics of our planning 

department, the productivity index [of the 
company] reached 62 percent past year, while this 
figure was 48 percent in 1400,” he noted.

NIDC managed to dig and complete 99 oil and 
gas wells in the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(ended on March 21).

According to Masoud Afshar, the deputy head 
of NIDC for drilling operation, the drilled wells 
consisted of 15 development, five exploratory, and 
79 workover ones.

He said that 77 of the mentioned wells were 
drilled in the operational zone of the National Iranian 
South Oil Company (NISOC), eight wells were drilled 
in the fields under the supervision of the Iranian 
Offshore Oil Company (IOOC), eight in the fields 
under the operation of the Petroleum Engineering 
and Development Company (PEDEC), two wells in 
the framework of project, and four in the operational 
zone of the drilling management department of 
National Iranian Oil company (NIOC).

Over 67,000 meters of drilling were conducted 
for drilling the mentioned wells, the official 
announced, and noted, “Comprehensive planning 
has been done to speed up the drilling operations 
and it is expected that with the reconstruction 
and modernization of the drilling machines and 
equipment, in the current year we will see the use 
of more drilling machines of the company in the 
oil-rich areas of the country.”
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Over 12,000 tons of honey produced in 
Khoy county per year

FDI inflow to Iran rises 5%  
in 2022: UNCTAD

TEDPIX gains 13,400 points on Sunday

ICCIMA hosts conference on business opportunities  
in Bangladesh 

Annual sugar production exceeds 1.4m tons

Over 2.8m cellphones imported in 3 months

NIDC digs 27 oil, gas wells in 100 days

 Reviving idle 
mines creates 
over 17,100 job 

opportunities in 
4 years.

434 idle small-scale mines  
revived in a year



From page 1   protesters 
detained on the third night. About 
3,000 people have been arrested 
since Tuesday, according to 
government figures. 

Protesters again clashed with 
security forces, throwing stones 
and fireworks and once again 
setting fire to trash bins.

The flashpoint cities of Marseille 
and Lyon saw police fighting 
youths around city centers late 
into the night.

Footage has also emerged of 
mass rallies of a peaceful nature 
with protesters from all walks of 
society.

The French capital and its 
suburbs, where some 7,000 officers 
were out in force, 126 people had 
been arrested by 1.30 am.

Scores of police vans have also 
been positioned at the entrance 
to the town of Nanterre, on the 
outskirts of Paris, where the unrest 
began on Tuesday and quickly 
spread across the country. 

Nahel’s murder has revived long-
standing grievances and complaints 
about racist behavior by police 
against ethnic-minority communities 
in France’s low-income suburbs.

After chairing a second emergency 
meeting with senior officials to 
discuss the crisis gripping the 
nation, President Emmanuel Macron 
criticized social media platforms 
for provoking what he branded as 
“copycat violence”. 

He also said that state agencies 
will call on social media platforms to 
remove the most “sensitive content” 
and cooperate with the government 
to identify wanted suspects.

Macron has also canceled a state 
visit to France’s closest European 
ally, Germany, in another sign of the 
major crisis he faces. 

Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin 
had earlier declared an “exceptional” 
mobilization of security forces, 
including paramilitary gendarmes”, 
to avoid more violent protests. 

Extra forces were dispatched 
to the cities of Lyon, Grenoble and 
Marseille, which have witnessed 
war-like scenes. But all the security 
measures have fallen short of 
bringing back calm.  

Nahel was laid to rest in a private 
ceremony at a local mosque in the 
Paris suburb of Nanterre, where 

he had been shot dead by a police 
officer. 

A passenger who was with Nahel 
on the day of his murder has spoken 
out to “establish the truth... because 
there are a lot of lies”.

The eyewitness posted a video on 
social media detailing how an officer 
put a gun to Nahel’s head and said, 
“Don’t move or I’ll put a bullet in your 
head.” A second officer is said to 
have told his colleague “Shoot him”. 

According to the passenger, both 
officers struck Nahel with the butts 
of their weapons, causing him to 
release his foot from the brake 
pedal, which led the car to move 
forward.

He says the second officer then 
fired his weapon at Nahel, which led 
him to panic and put his foot on the 
accelerator. 

“I saw him in pain, he trembled,” he 
says. “We hit a barrier. I was afraid. I 
got out of the vehicle. And I ran away. 
I thought they might shoot me. So I 
ran.”

A prosecutor says the officer’s use 
of a weapon was not legally justified.

While the Interior Minister has said 
that the level of violence has been 
“unacceptable”, the government 
has declared that all options are on 
the table, but it has not yet reached 
the point of declaring a state of 
emergency.

Asked on French media whether 
the government could declare a 
state of emergency, Darmanin said, 
“Quite simply, we’re not ruling out 
any hypothesis and we’ll see after 
tonight what the President of the 
Republic chooses.”

President Macron has been wary 
of calling a state of emergency, 

trying his best to balance the highly 
sensitive situation in a country 
where there have already been 
mass protests and strikes over his 
controversial pension measures as 
well as inflation hurting millions of 
homes.

According to Darmanin, France 
witnessed a quieter night than 
before, which he attributed to “the 
resolute action of the security 
forces”.  

Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne 
has announced the cancellation 
of large-scale events across the 
country.

The unrest has raised concerns 
abroad, with France hosting a major 
sports tournament in the autumn 
and then the Paris Olympic Games in 
summer 2024.

Recently, France has faced 
months of anger and, at times, 
violent demonstrations after 
Macron pushed through a pension 
overhaul.

European countries have updated 
or revised their travel advice, 
warning tourists to stay away from 
areas affected by the violence.

The French tourism industry has 
also expressed concern over the 
unrest, with hotels and restaurants 
facing cancellations.

“Our hotel members have 
suffered a wave of cancellations of 
reservations in all the territories 
affected by the damage and clashes,” 
the main association for hotel and 
catering industry employers said. 

The latest unrest has revived 
longstanding grievances about 
policing and racial profiling in 
France’s low-income and multi-
ethnic suburbs.

On Friday, the UN Human Rights 
office said the killing of a teen 
from North African descent was “a 
moment for the country to seriously 
address the deep issues of racism 
and racial discrimination in law 
enforcement.”

A foreign ministry statement 
dismissed the allegation as “totally 
unfounded”.

Events on the ground, over the 
decades, show there has been 
widespread police violence and 
discrimination against minority 
groups, with critics accusing French 
police of using indiscriminate force.

“We have to go beyond saying 
that things need to calm down,” 
said Dominique Sopo, the head of 
the campaign group SOS Racisme. 
“The issue here is how we ensure we 
have a police force that, when they 
see blacks and Arabs, don’t tend 
to shout at them, use racist terms 
against them and in some cases 
shoot them in the head.”

Beyond the institutional racism 
common in many Western police 
forces, French policing has a more 
frequent tendency to resort to 
violence against minority groups, 
something that has been repeatedly 
highlighted by international rights 
human groups. Police truncheons, 
teargas grenades, rubber bullets, 
and larger “flash balls” have inflicted 
extensive physical injuries during 
demonstrations and left protesters 
paralyzed for life.

Darmanin has admitted that the 
images of his killing on social media 
were “extremely shocking”.

But France saw a record 13 
incidents of police killing ethnic 
minorities in France last year, so this 
is nothing new.  

Racial profiling has been a long-
time taboo in France. In November 
2005, then French President 
Jacques Chirac, unable to quell 
nearly two weeks of civil unrest 
after two teenagers of African origin 
were electrocuted while hiding from 
police, invoked a state of emergency 
for three months for the first time in 
50 years. 

Experts say France should have 
addressed the root cause of the 
issue then. 

Nearly two decades later, the 
same police racism and violence 
against minority groups has yet to 
be addressed. 

French revolt enters fifth night
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Israel approves 
$3bn deal to 
purchase 25 
additional F-35 
stealth jets
The Israeli regime plans to procure a 

third squadron of advanced F-35 stealth 
fighter jets from the United States.

Israel’s ministry of military affairs 
announced in a statement on Sunday that 
the cabinet of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu had approved the purchase of a 
third squadron of F-35 stealth fighter jets, 
known in Israel by its Hebrew name ‘Adir’, in 
a deal worth $3 billion.

The additional 25 aircraft manufactured 
by Lockheed Martin will bring the number 
of F-35s in Israel’s air force to 75, the 
ministry said, adding that the deal will be 
financed through the military aid package 
Israel receives from the United States.

The Israeli ministry underlined that 
Lockheed Martin and engine manufacturer 
Pratt & Whitney have agreed to involve 
Israeli military companies in the production 
of aircraft components.

Two killed, dozens 
wounded in 
Baltimore mass 
shooting
No arrests made as police say they 

are working to identify a suspect and 
determine a motive for the attack at a 
neighbourhood street party.

A manhunt is under way after two people 
were killed and 28 others wounded in a 
mass shooting at a block party in the city 
of Baltimore, the latest deadly incident of 
gun violence in the United States.

The attack took place just after 12:30am 
(04:30 GMT) on Sunday in the Brooklyn 
Homes area in the southern part of the 
city, Richard Worley, the Baltimore Police 
Department’s acting commissioner, told 
reporters at the scene.

All victims were adults, including three 
who are in critical condition. Nine people 
were transported by ambulance while 20 
others walked into area hospitals with 
gunshot wounds, Worley said.

An 18-year-old woman was killed at 
the scene and a 20-year-old man was 
pronounced dead at a hospital shortly 
after.

Hundreds of people gathered in the 
area for an event called “Brooklyn Day”, a 
witness told TV station Fox 45, adding they 
heard 20 to 30 gunshots.

No arrests were made immediately 
after the shooting. Worley said the police 
were working to identify a suspect and 
determine a motive for the shooting.

“This is an extensive crime scene, our 
detectives are going to be here quite a 
while,” Worley said.

The shooting comes amid gatherings 
around the country leading up to the July 
Fourth holiday. Elsewhere, a shooting in 
Kansas wounded seven people and two 
more victims were hospitalized after 
being trampled as people rushed out of a 
nightclub early Sunday.

Japan exempts 
Russian energy 
projects from 
sanctions
Japan has excluded from sanctions three 

Russian energy projects in which Japanese 
companies are actively participating, 
according to an announcement posted 
to the website of the country’s Economy 
Ministry.

According to the notice, the exemption 
will cover projects deemed critical to 
Japan’s energy security.

“Service operations, which the Minister 
of Economy, Trade and Industry has 
identified as particularly necessary to 
ensure the energy security of our country, 
are not subject to the ban,” the ministry 
stated, adding that the waiver applies to 
architectural and engineering services 
related to “exploration, extraction, 
liquefaction, storage, transportation and 
transshipment of crude oil and combustible 
natural gas, as well as operations incidental 
to these, including Sakhalin 1, Sakhalin 2, 
and Arctic LNG 2.”

The measure will apply to service 
operations starting on or after September 
30, 2023, according to the announcement. It 
also exempts from sanctions the provision 
of services to Russian subsidiaries of 
Japanese companies.

CIA’s Burns: U.S. 
needs to de-risk 
and diversify away 
from China
Central Intelligence Agency Director 

William Burns said on Saturday that 
decoupling from China would be foolish 
given the deep economic interdependence 
so the United States should try to diversify 
its supply chains.

“China is the only country with both the 
intent to reshape the international order 
and increasingly the economic, diplomatic, 
military and technological power to do 
so,” Burns said in a lecture in Oxfordshire, 
England.

“In today’s world, no country wants to 
find itself at the mercy of a ‘cartel of one’ 
for critical minerals and technologies,” 
Burns said. “The answer to that is not to 
decouple from an economy like China’s, 
which would be foolish, but to sensibly 
de-risk and diversify by securing resilient 
supply chains, protecting our technological 
edge and investing in industrial capacity.”

Japan says Russian 
warships spotted 
near Taiwan, 
Okinawa islands
Japan’s defence ministry said late on 

Friday it had spotted two Russian Navy 
ships in the waters near Taiwan and Japan’s 
Okinawa islands in the previous four days, 
following a similar announcement this 
week from Taiwan.

Taiwan’s defence ministry said on 
Tuesday it had spotted two Russian 
frigates off its eastern coast and send 
aircraft and ships to keep watch.

Japan’s government said last month 
that repeated Russian military activity 
near Japanese territory, including joint 
drills with Chinese forces, posed “serious 
concern” for Japan’s national security.

Japan and Taiwan have joined the United 
States and its allies in imposing wide-
ranging sanctions on Russia after its 
invasion of Ukraine last year.

The Japanese ministry said two 
Steregushchy-class frigates were first 
spotted 70 km (40 miles) southwest of 
Japan’s westernmost island of Yonaguni, 
in Okinawa prefecture near Taiwan, on 
Tuesday morning.

The vessels sailed back and forth through 
the waters between Yonaguni and Taiwan, 
moved eastward and were last spotted 
on Friday in the waters between Miyako 
and Okinawa islands, it said, adding Japan 
dispatched two vessels to monitor the 
Russian ships.

WORLD HEADLINES

Yemeni people and the resistance movement 
foiled the sinister and destructive plots of the 
United States that were executed through a 
coalition of 17 countries in the form of military 
aggression and economic blockade of the Arab 
country, according to a Yemeni commentator.

Maher Al-Shami, a legal and political analyst 
based in Yemen, in an interview with the Press 
TV website, spoke in detail about what he termed 
“destructive schemes” of the US and its allies in 
the Arab country.

He said the people of Yemen, with the help of 
the country’s resistance movement, were able to 
defeat the “strategic objectives of the aggressors”, 
referring to the US and the Saudi-led coalition.

Saudi Arabia-led coalition, supported militarily 
by Western powers, launched a brutal onslaught 
on Yemen in March 2015, triggering a war 
that spawned the world’s worst humanitarian 
catastrophe.

Despite the US and other Western countries 
providing military, political and logistical support 
to Riyadh and its allies, aimed at reinstalling 
the former Saudi-loyal regime, the resistance 
prevailed in the end.

In recent months, especially after the 
restoration of ties between Iran and Saudi Arabia, 
efforts to end the protracted war in Yemen have 
also gained momentum with Riyadh and the 
Yemeni Ansarallah resistance movement currently 
engaged in peace talks mediated by Oman.

Al Shami said after the failure of America’s 
“colonialist plans in the military and political 
fields in Yemen,” which were “mainly 
implemented by Saudi Arabia and the UAE,” the 
countries invading Yemen decided to “impose 
an economic blockade and take the livelihood of 
the Yemeni people hostage.”

The economic blockade, he added, was 
imposed after Sanaa’s missile and drone 
capability “upset the battle equations and 
terrified Riyadh and Abu Dhabi.”

After years of failed military adventure in the 
Arab country, and in the wake of the Ukraine War 
that has forced the US and its Western allies to 
shift their focus toward Russia, Americans are 
now trying to de-escalate but also are not sincere 
in helping the ceasefire sustain.

Last week, the head of Yemen’s Supreme 
Political Council also accused Washington of 
sabotaging efforts aimed at easing tensions and 
ending the devastating war.

Mahdi al-Mashat said Washington seeks to 
obstruct any peace initiative to end the war in 
Yemen unless the plan conforms to its colonialist 
agendas in the war-ravaged Arab country.

Al Shami said the Yemeni leaders “understood 
the motives” of Washington and Riyadh regarding 
the ceasefire, so they made it “conditional on the 
resolution of humanitarian problems.”

He, however, hastened to add that the 
“aggressors” used the ceasefire “as a political 
lever and a tool to intensify the humanitarian 
crisis” in the country, and due to their refusal to 
comply with terms of the truce, especially in the 
area of humanitarian issues, the agreement was 
not extended.

The Yemeni analyst said Riyadh and Washington, 
while establishing the state of “neither peace nor 
war” and obstructing the negotiation process, 
“focused on imposing economic pressure and 
holding people’s livelihoods hostage”, adding the 
objectives were to “weaken the social foundation, 
challenge Yemeni leadership, disrupt the country’s 

stability and security, fuel internal disputes and 
spread moral vices.”

On actions taken by the Yemeni leadership, 
Al Shami said it was able to “establish a new 
equation after the ceasefire”, which includes 
“preventing the looting of oil and gas resources”, 
“missile and drone units monitoring the 
movements of hostile forces in the occupied 
provinces” as well as “monitoring ships that 
seek to transfer energy resources.”

He hastened to add that Yemen’s unwavering 
position on separating humanitarian issues 
from political and military issues, making 
resolution of political issues conditional to 
the resolution of humanitarian issues, and 
the withdrawal of all foreign forces from the 
country “led Washington to strengthen its 
presence” in the occupied southern and eastern 
provinces, international port of Hodeidah “on 
the pretext of fighting terrorism.”

The legal observer also warned against 
American designs to divide the country as a new 
strategy to weaken the Yemeni leadership and 
said such moves will face a military response from 
the resistance.

“Sana’a will continue its battle for freedom 
and independence to maintain political 
independence and safeguard national 
sovereignty within the framework of a 
comprehensive national plan and will not 
accept the presence of foreign forces under 
any justification,” he remarked.

“The situation of “neither peace nor war” 
will not continue and if Riyadh does not use 
this opportunity to accept peace in Yemen, 
according to the leaders in Sana’a, a more 
powerful military option will be on the agenda 
compared to the operation to break the 
blockade.”

On the presence of US forces in Yemen, he said 
they have “no future except a humiliating defeat.”

(Source: Press TV) 

Yemeni people, resistance foiled ‘destructive plots’ of US and allies: analyst



 From Page 1   There are numer-
ous expert-written guidebooks that 
serve as a compass for uncovering 
the hidden gems of Tehran. These 
passionate tourism professionals 
have committed their lives to the in-
dustry and are dedicated to promot-
ing tourism in Tehran.

Ehsan Mirabzadeh, a skilled tour-
ism expert and author, has co-writ-
ten multiple guidebooks on Tehran 
and its neighboring cities, offering 
invaluable insights to travelers.

Describing a city with audible stories 
in every corner, from alleys and pas-
sageways to houses, cafes, shops, and 
people, is not a task that can be accom-
plished through a mere book, Mirabza-
deh told Tehran Times on Sunday.

Such a city deserves more than just 
a brief introduction. It demands to be 
experienced firsthand, he explained.

“Tourism Guide Book of Tehran, 
Ray and Shemiranat” is a compre-
hensive and practical guide written 
by Mirabzadeh, Morteza Rahim-
navaz, and Ali Rafiei.

It provides detailed informa-
tion about thirteen tourist walking 
routes in the historical context of 
Tehran, Ray, and Shemiranat.

The book also provides a compre-
hensive overview of the four tourism 
aspects outside the historical context 
of the city of Tehran, ensuring a thor-
ough narrative, Mirabzadeh explained.

Despite the vastness of Tehran, this 
book features a comprehensive list of 
136 tourist attractions along the routes 
and axes of Tehran, Ray, and Shemiranat.

Additionally, 72 surrounding at-

tractions and 30 scattered tourist 
spots throughout the city’s urban 
areas are also covered.

Moreover, this book not only features 
seven mountain climbing routes but 
also highlights various tourist attrac-
tions beyond these routes and paths.

“Due to the growing interest in 
nature trips over the past years, 
I wrote my other successful book 
called“Tehran: The Glory of the 
Peaks”to meet the rising demand,” 
the expert noted.

Co-authored by Mirabzadeh and Ali 
Rafiei, the book is regarded as one of 
Tehran and Shemiranat’s most signifi-
cant natural tourism resources.

The surge in the popularity of na-
ture tours is an advantage for tour-
ism, but the absence of a detailed 
guidebook that upholds the values 
of education and interpretation for 

nature enthusiasts and tour leaders 
may lead to unfortunate incidents or 
harm to natural environments and 
local communities, he stated.

“However, this book has fulfilled 
this need.”

“Tehran: The Glory of the Peaks” high-
lights the primary hiking paths in the 
northern parts of Tehran and Shemiran-
at. It explores the nature tourism hub in 
the northwest of Tehran, along with the 
scenic routes in Shemiranat, to captivate 
the imagination of nature enthusiasts.

“This book is the third installment of 
a series of comprehensive guidebooks 
for the vibrant metropolis.” the expert 
said and added: “The guidebook em-
ploys a cutting-edge engineering and 
design perspective to map out tourist 
routes, create detailed technical and 
graphical route maps, gather cap-
tivating photographs, and produce 

stunning, relevant imagery.”

It is worth noting that the majori-
ty of the photographs featured in the 
book have been curated by profes-
sional nature guides and mountain-
eers, he noted.

As a result, the images presented 
offer a view that is well-suited for 
the tourism category, he added.

This enables readers to effortless-
ly connect with the stunning visuals 
and to fully immerse themselves in 
the natural surroundings captured 
within the pages, he mentioned.

“No matter what we say about this 
city, it will never be enough to truly cap-
ture its essence,” Mirabzadeh added.

“Nonetheless, as writers, we hope 
that the story we have woven in 
these books will enhance the joyful 
experiences of visitors exploring the 
Iranian capital,” he concluded.

The first time Tehran is mentioned 
in historical accounts is in an 11th-cen-
tury chronicle in which it is described 
as a small village north of Ray.

Ray, in which signs of settlement date 
from 6000 BC, is often considered Teh-
ran’s predecessor. It became the capital 
city of the Seljuk Empire in the 11th cen-
tury but later declined with factional 
strife between different neighborhoods 
and the Mongol invasion of 1220.

Tehran has many to offer its visi-
tors including Golestan Palace, Grand 
Bazaar, Treasury of National Jewels, 
National Museum of Iran, Glass & 
Ceramic Museum, Masoudieh Palace, 
Sarkis Cathedral, Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Art, and Carpet Muse-
um of Iran to name a few.

TEHRAN – A team of Iranian and French archae-
ologists has commenced a follow-up survey on 
the ruins of Viranshahr, situated in the Khorasan 
region, northeast Iran.

It is the fifth archaeological season on the ancient 
site aimed to sharpen the focus on hidden gems of 
cultural heritage in Viranshahr, which is situated 
near the city of Faruj in North Khorasan province.

The survey is co-led by Meysam Labbaf-Khani-
ki of Iran’s Research Institute of Cultural Heritage 

and Tourism and Louvre Museum’s Rocco Rante 
from the University of Provence Aix-Marseille.

Last year, the team unearthed the ruins of a for-
tified structure during the fourth archaeological 
season. Based on initial evidence, experts from the 
Louvre and the University of Tehran, the structure 
had a religious or administrative use in its heyday.

According to Labbaf-Khaniki, many historians 
and archaeologists believe that Viran-Shahr is the 
birthplace of the Parthian Empire (247 BC–224 CE) 

and housed the first administrative institutes of 
the dynasty.

Parthian Empire, also known as the Arsacid 
Empire, largely adopted the art, architecture, re-
ligious beliefs, and royal insignia of their cultur-
ally heterogeneous empire, which encompassed 
Persian, Hellenistic, and regional cultures. At its 
height, the Parthian Empire stretched from the 
northern reaches of the Euphrates, in what is now 
central-eastern Turkey, to eastern Iran.

TEHRAN – Archaeologists have found fur-
ther evidence about prehistorical metal smelting 
workshops that are scattered in the Shahdad re-
gion of Kerman province, southern Iran.

“Due to its special location and environmental 
conditions, this area is one of the oldest centers of 
bronze production…” Mehr quoted Iranian archae-
ologist Soraya Elikai-Dehno as saying on Saturday.

“We have discovered a technical diversity of 
metal relics that date from the Bronze Age. The 
progress of the metalworking in the Shahdad re-
gion owes a lot to the existence of mines here,” the 
archaeologist said.

Covering some 131 hectares, the investigated 
area is situated about 1.5 km east of Shahdad city 
on the western edge of the Lut Desert. The area 
has a length of 1750 meters from the northeast to 
the southwest and a width of 750 meters from the 
northwest to the southeast, she explained.

“Our team has found historical and cultural ev-
idence such as copper smelting remains, copper 
objects, stone tools, and pottery pieces that date 

from the early prehistorical times till the begin-
ning of urbanization,” Elikai-Dehno said.

The raw pieces of copper ore scattered on the 
surface of the Shahdad site indicate the easy ac-
cess of the ancient communities to the copper 
sources, which were easily accessible in the nearby 
mountains in the west of the Lut desert, she said.

The archaeologist said that based on avail-
able evidence, ancient smelting workshops in the 
Shahdad region date back to the Chalcolithic Peri-
od (Stone Copper Age) and the Bronze Age.

Iran was once a major supplier of metal ores 
to the early communities of Mesopotamia and 
its neighbors due to its rich natural resources. 
However, from about 6000 BC onwards, metal-
lic copper had been used in Iranian Late Neolith-
ic communities to shape dreamers, points, and 
hooks through mechanical working and annealing. 
Copper objects are reported in various places in 
all areas of Iran. Moreover, from the beginning of 
the 4th millennium BC, copper smelting becomes 
a regular craft activity in the Chalcolithic commu-
nities of the Iranian highlands.

TEHRAN – Plans to develop local leisure activ-
ities have been formulated to buttress eco-tour-
ism in a selection of 21 rural villages in Kashan 
county of Isfahan province.

In response to the high demand for the village prod-
ucts, experts seek to promote environment-friendly 
tourism based on a kind of homestay scheme as the 
model designed to attract city dwellers.

Rural tourism development has somehow been 
neglected in Kashan and its surroundings, Kashan’s 
tourism chief Ahmad Danaeinia said on Thursday.

Kashan villages have a lot of potential for tour-
ism development, he said. “Some of those villages 
have a unique historical context that may be regis-
tered in the national cultural heritage list.”

To achieve our goals, we intend to promote rural areas 
in both national and international levels, the official said.

Kashan is situated on a route that connects 
Tehran to the giant destinations of Isfahan, Shiraz, 
and Yazd. Moreover, the ancient town is a gateway 
to many sights, stories, and surrounding attrac-
tive villages to discover.

6 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

JULY 03, 2023

TEHRAN TIMES

TOURISM

Archaeologists find clues about prehistorical 
smelting workshops in Shahdad

Kashan villages to adopt homey ways 
to boost tourism

Be your own tour 
guide in Tehran

Iranian, French archaeologists commence follow-up 
survey in northeast Iran

Second Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL SINGLE-STAGE TENDER No: 1402/103-14/03
Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
 Broadcasting the TV network of Hispan TVon IS21 satellite for 3 years in accordance with the technical specification 
and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Sunday 02 July 2023 (1402/04/11) 09:30 a.m until Tuesday 04 July 2023 (1402/04/13) by 02:00 p.m with 
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document: 
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel 
Esteghlal  St. Vali –Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000  Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR 
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participating in tender is USD 35000 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 17/500/000/000 
which should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:
The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should 
be submitted no later than 09:30 a.m. on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at the address mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at 10:00 a.m in 
the office of International Purchasing Dept. 

Time and place of opening Envelopes:
The  envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and 
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15)  at 14:00 p.m in the office of Financial 
Vice President .In case of  complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will 
be opened at the same time and place.
The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.
Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/        Tel: 00982122167053

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB

 IN THE NAME OF GOD
 ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING Second Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL SINGLE-STAGE TENDER No: 1402/103-03/03
Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
 Broadcasting the TV networks of Press TV & English iFilm on IS20 satellite for 3 years in accordance with the technical 
specification and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Sunday 02 July 2023 (1402/04/11) 09:30 a.m until Tuesday 04 July 2023 (1402/04/13) by 02:00 p.m with 
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document: 
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel 
Esteghlal  St. Vali –Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000  Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR 
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participating in tender is USD 54000 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 27/000/000/000 
which should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:
The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should 
be submitted no later than 09:30 a.m. on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at the address mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15) at 10:00 a.m in 
the office of International Purchasing Dept. 

Time and place of opening Envelopes:
The  envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and 
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 06 Aug 2023 (1402/05/15)  at 14:00 p.m in the office of Financial 
Vice President .In case of  complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will 
be opened at the same time and place.
The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.
Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/        Tel: 00982122167053

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB
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  From page 1   There were extensive chang-
es in the fields of science, education, economy, 
employment, and presence in management 
positions for women. Now a large part of activ-
ists in various fields of academia, business and 
management are made up of capable Iranian 
women.

Education as a social value for women is 
seen as real freedom for them. Illiteracy among 
women and girls has been nearly eradicated as 
the literacy rate reached 99.3 percent and the 
ratio of female to male students has increased 
by 28 percent.

According to the latest data, nearly 60 per-
cent of all university students are females to-
day. The percentage of women in higher edu-
cation has increased nearly 21 times since the 
Revolution.

The notable presence of women in the educa-
tion sector has had a remarkable impact on the job 
market of the country as well, with women taking 
more jobs in both the public and private sectors.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei in one of his speeches 
said, “It is wrong to assume, we should prevent 
women from partaking in economic and social 
activities with reference to Islam. Islam has not 
prescribed such a thing. However, Islam has 
not recommended imposing hard works, tough 
businesses, social and political tasks on women, 
either. Islam has adopted a moderate viewpoint; 
that is to say, if women have the opportunity and 
the time, and if it does not prevent them from 
bringing up their children, if they are enthusi-
astic and eager and have the physical strength 
and energy and if they are willing to take part 
in social, political and economic activities, they 
should not be prevented. But if they are forced 
to take a job and work certain hours per day 
so that they can have a share in covering the 
household expenses, this is not what Islam has 
asked women. Islam considers this as a form of 
imposition on women.” (September 18, 1996)

The labor force of the country today consists 
mostly of women specialists, which indicates 
that women are playing an important role in 
shaping the future of Iran. 

A report by the World Bank shows that the 
number of female board members in various or-
ganizations has seen a three-fold increase, grow-
ing from 11 percent in 1970 before the Revolution 
to 30 percent in 2016 after the Revolution.

During the last 44 years after the Revolu-
tion, the number of female faculty members in 
universities has grown more than 17 times. The 
share of women in university faculty members 
has increased by 33.3 percent, and in medical 
sciences universities by 34 percent.

Only 1.4 percent of teaching staff was made 
up of women before the Revolution and now the 
number stands at above 24 percent in higher 
education.

A ten-fold increase in the number of women 
doctors could be seen between 1979 and 2012, 
according to some data, and nearly 40 percent of 
all specialized physicians in Iran today are women.

Before the Revolution, there were only 32 
women in the National Assembly and 5 female 
mayors in the country, and Iranian women held 
33 percent of Iran’s higher education jobs but 
the statistics have increased remarkably in the 
post-Revolution era.

According to the latest statistics, the total 
number of government employees in the coun-
try is 2,379,151, of which 959,783 are women, 
which indicates that 42.11 percent of the em-
ployees are women.  

There are more than 900 female filmmakers 
in the film and cinema industry and 20 percent 
of women serve as managing directors of var-
ious media outlets. Also, female filmmakers 
in prominent festivals have won 114 national 
awards and 128 international awards.

Women have also made significant progress 
in the field of environment, climate, and crises. 
As some 40 percent of the positions of deputy 
heads of the Department of Environment were 
for women.

Moreover, 70 women have been presidents of 
sports committees at the provincial level, and 
51 women have been presidents and heads of 
sports federations. 

“Some people ask me: Do you regard it appro-
priate for women to work? I say: Of course, I do.  
I am against unemployment of women; women 
should work…,” Ayatollah Khamenei said. (Feb-
ruary 1, 1994)

In the field of power and decision-making, 
25.2 percent of the country’s government man-
agers are women at all levels of high, middle, 
and basic executive management; 1,121 female 
judges are working in the country.

Now, Iranian women’s status has grown sig-
nificantly in various fields including economy, 
education, culture, politics, management, med-
icine, art, judgment, sports and etc.  The prog-
ress of women in the various fields has led to 
the betterment of social and scientific sectors 
in post-Revolution Iran. 

In this regard, Ayatollah Khamenei in a meet-
ing with a group of prominent Iranian women on 
the birth anniversary of Hazrat Fatimah Zahra 
(SA) at the Imam Khomeini Hussainiyah of Teh-
ran on January 4, 2023 called for the employ-
ment of scholarly, efficient, experienced, intel-
lectual, wise and knowledgeable women of Iran 
in various decision-making posts.

“Some recommendations were made. God 
willing, a solution will be found for these mat-
ters. Some of these suggestions may be related 
to the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolu-
tion. They may need to be discussed there or in 
other places, especially the issue of employing 
our intelligent, skilled, experienced, knowledge-
able, scholarly, wise, and perceptive women 
in different places in the country where deci-
sions are made. This is an important matter. 
Of course, this issue has occupied my mind. We 
need to find a way for this. God willing, we shall 
find a way. We will see what can be done,” the 
Leader stated.

TEHRAN – The number of Iranian 
refugees worldwide has decreased 
by 14 percent in 2022 compared to a 
year earlier, Iran Migration Observa-
tory has reported.

According to the report, the pop-
ulation of Iranian refugees living in 
the host countries has decreased 
from 143,000 in 2021 to 122,000 in 
2022.

The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
put the population of Iranians seek-
ing asylum in the world at 69,237 in 
2022, which has increased com-
pared to 68,940 last year.

Germany and Turkey were the 
two main destinations for register-
ing Iranian asylum seekers in 2012 
and 2017, while Britain and Ger-
many were the top destinations in 
2022.

According to UNHCR, the world 
had at least 108 million forced mi-
grations and displacements in 2022. 
Turkey, Iran, Colombia, Germany, and 
Pakistan have respectively hosted 
the largest number of people in ref-
ugee status or similar status.

 Refugees in Iran

Ivo Freijsen, the representative 
for UNHCR in Iran, has said Iran is 
an exemplary country that has act-
ed very well in hosting refugees and 
has been hosting them for a long 
time.

Forty years have passed since 
Iran started hosting them [refu-
gees]. As we have always said, Iran 
has had positive approaches to-
ward refugees, we appreciate that, 
and we are honored to support 
Iran’s efforts, he said in an exclu-
sive interview with Iran Newspaper 
published on September 4, 2022.

In fact, Iran provides wide-rang-
ing services for refugees such as 
basic healthcare services, educa-
tion, and vocational training.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei is-
sued a decree in May 2015 that allows 

all foreign nationals, even those who 
have no identification and are living 
in Iran illegally, to attend schools in 
the country.

Iran is among the 15 successful 
countries in attracting internation-
al university students, according to 
Mohammad Javad Salmanpour, the 
deputy head of the Organization for 
Student Affairs.

The education of foreign stu-
dents in Iran has grown significant-
ly compared to previous years, even 
last year, it has doubled, he said.

Iran has the ability and capacity to 
have more than 250,000 foreign stu-
dents by 2026, he stated.

These students are studying in 
different fields of science, research 
and technology, health and medical 
education, and also in the fields of 
humanities, Islamic sciences, Persian 
language, and literature, law, funda-

mentals of Islamic law, management 
fields, economics, psychology, social 
sciences, as well as engineering, ag-
ricultural sciences, animal sciences, 
and basic sciences.

On June 20, UNHCR marked 
World Refugee Day with a series of 
events celebrating refugees’ resil-
ience and courage and the country’s 
commendable inclusive policies to-
wards refugees.

The occasion served as a re-
minder of the need for more global 
burden-sharing and solidarity in 
addressing the challenges faced 
by displaced persons around the 
world, according to the UNHCR 
website.

With over 3.4 million refugees 
and refugee-like populations, Iran 
has become the second-largest 
refugee-hosting country globally 
this year.

In total, Iran hosts some 4.5 mil-
lion Afghans of varying status – 
including resident permit holders, 
undocumented Afghans, and family 
passport holders – many of whom 
have been in the country for an ex-
tended period and require support 
to strengthen their resilience.

Iran’s support for refugees is 
demonstrated through its inclusive 
policies, which encompass pro-
tection, assistance, education, and 
healthcare, inspiring the global com-
munity and positively impacting the 
lives of refugees.

Throughout Iran, a range of events 
were organized to commemorate this 
year’s World Refugee Day, under the 
theme “Hope Away from Home.”
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UNDP-Japan project saves 27% of water for irrigation

Iranian women empowered after 
Islamic Revolution

TEHRAN - Conservation of Iranian Wetlands 
Project (CIWP), a joint initiative between the 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
and the Government of Japan, has so far led to 27 
percent water saving for irrigation in the country.

The three-year (2021-2024) cooperation be-
tween the DoE, Japan, and UNDP Iran has been 
initiated to up-scale successful practices to ad-
ditional pilots in the Urmia Lake basin and two 
new replication sites including Shadegan and 
Bakhtegan Wetlands.

The use of some innovations, including sub-
surface irrigation systems for vineyards, has re-
duced irrigation water by more than 50 percent, 
IRNA quoted Mehri Asna-Ashari, the CIWP man-
ager, as saying.

Since 2014, together with the Government of 
Japan, UNDP has been supporting Lake Urmia 
restoration efforts. The project covers 202 vil-
lages in northwestern East and West Azarbaijan 
provinces.

Alongside this, UNDP Iran is implementing the 
Sistan Project – a joint initiative between the 
DoE, other national partners, and the European 
Union’s Department of International Partner-
ships (DG INTPA) to boost socio-economic devel-
opment in Sistan-Baluchestan province, restore 
Hamoun Wetlands and promote alternative cli-
mate-smart livelihoods.

Besides, the issue of diversifying livelihoods 
compatible with wetland resources is pursued 
in the four provinces of West Azarbaijan, East 
Azarbaijan, Fars, and Khuzestan, she added.

“In addition, training, capacity building, partici-
pation, and awareness programs are continuous-
ly implemented every year.”

In Iran, 141 wetlands with ecological value with 
an area of over 3 million hectares have been iden-
tified, of which 25 wetlands are designated as 
wetlands of international importance (registered 
in the Ramsar Convention) covering more than 
1.4 million hectares and four sites are biosphere 
reserves.

So far, for 44 wetlands in the country, such 
as Parishan and Shadegan wetlands, and Lake 
Urmia, environmental management plans have 
been prepared, of which 28 plans have been ap-
proved and the rest are awaiting approval or are 
under preparation

Wetlands cover around 6 percent of the Earth’s 
land surface and 40 percent of all plant and ani-

mal species live or breed in wetlands.

Wetlands play an important role in coastal 
environments-economies: health, food supply, 
tourism, and jobs. Wetlands are providing essen-
tial ecosystem services such as water regulation, 
including flood control and water purification.

More than a billion people across the world 
depend on wetlands for their livelihoods – that’s 
about one in eight people on Earth.

However, wetlands are among the ecosystems 
with the highest rates of decline, loss, and deg-
radation.

Wetlands are disappearing three times fast-
er than forests and are Earth’s most threatened 
ecosystem. In just 50 years — since 1970 — 35% 
of the world’s wetlands have been lost.

The population 
of Iranian 

refugees living 
in the host 

countries has 
decreased to 

122,000.

The three-year 
(2021-2024) 

cooperation aims to 
up-scale successful 
practices in Urmia 

Lake, Shadegan, and 
Bakhtegan wetlands.
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‘Salt particles raising from 
Lake Urmia contained by 80%’

Salt particles raising from the catchment basin of Lake Ur-
mia has been contained by nearly 80 percent, Farhad Sark-
hosh, head of the provincial department for the Lake Urmia 
restoration program at West Azarbaijan has said.

In cooperation with the Forests, Range and Watershed 
Management Organization, some saplings and shrubs have 
been planted in the catchment basin of Lake Urmia to slow 
down the wind giving rise to salt particles since past three 
years, which cost 600 billion rials (nearly $14 million), Sark-
hosh said.

دریاچه  نمکی  ریزگردهای  درصد   80 کنترل 
ارومیه

مدیر دفتر استانی ستاد احیای دریاچه ارومیه در آذربایجان غربی گفت: 
نزدیک به 80 درصد از ریزگردهای نمکی حوضه آبریز دریاچه ارومیه 

کنترل شده است.
فرهاد سرخوش در گفت‌وگو با خبرنگار افزود: خارج از بستر دریاچه 
و  نهال  کاشت  و  منابع طبیعی  با همکاری  آبریز  در حوضه  و  ارومیه 
درختچه‌ها ریزگردهای نمکی کنترل می‌شود که از سال 93 تا 96 در 

این راستا 60 میلیارد تومان هزینه شده است.
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Iranian refugees down by 14%  
in 2022: report

Women from the Leader’s point of view-16

Sistan grappling with dust storms
The dryness of Hamoun wetlands in the Sistan area has endangered the health of people in the 

southeastern region.

Based on the 1973 treaty, Afghanistan is legally obligated to allocate water from the Helmand River 
to the Hamoun wetlands in Sistan-Baluchestan province.



TEHRAN – An exhibition 
underway at the Negarestan Garden 
Museum of the University of Tehran 
showcases a collection of metal 
sculptures on the theme of peace.

In a statement for his exhibition, 
the 59-year-old sculptor Mohammad 
Mohammadzadeh Titkanlu said that 
the culture of scientific imagination 
of peace is the central theme of the 
exhibit entitled “Art Metallurgy”.

Four of the sculptures are from a 
collection that was showcased at an 
exhibition in 1995. Nineteen other 
sculptures have been produced 
between 2021 and 2023.

Most of the sculptures have been 
made out of new and scrap metal by 
welding, and Mohammadzadeh has 
also applied dark brown paint to cover 
the surfaces of the artworks.

“This exhibition intends to give a 
new definition of artistic creation and 
to represent the world of objects in a 
different way,” he said.

“This collection aims to distance 
itself from the ordinary elements 
in the arena of contemporary life 
and offer alternative elements with 
profound concepts,” he added.

“It can be seen that an artwork is 
actually a mysterious entity born of 
its creator’s imagination whose life is 
not accidental but has been formed 
purposely with a physical and spiritual 
life. An artwork is alive and makes life 

spiritual,” he explained.

“Space Aliens”, “Space Peace”, 
“Atomic Peace”, “Dark Ages Fuddled 
Torturers”, “Righteous Heroes and 
Legends”, “A Musician with Spiritual 
Songs” “A Soldier with a Bugle of 
Peace”, “Adam and Eve in a Single 
Body” and “A Warrior Alone with His 
Defensive Shield” are some of the 
sculptures on view at the exhibition, 

which will run until July 21.

Also a painter, Mohammadzadeh 
has showcased his collections in 
numerous exhibitions in Iran.

One of his collections comprises 
canvases portraying Nader Shah in a 
number of the battles the Iranian ruler 
and conqueror fought to create an 
empire that stretched from the Indus 

River to the Caucasus Mountains.

Mohammadzadeh is also an 
expert in daguerreotypes, pictures 
made on a silver surface using a 
photographic process that was 
invented in 1839. Pictures done 
by this photographic process are 
made on the silver surface, which is 
sensitized with iodine and developed 
by exposure to mercury vapor.

Sculptures by Mohammad Mohammadzadeh Titkanlu are on view in an exhibition at the Negarestan 
Garden Museum of the University of Tehran on June 30, 2023. (Iran Art) 
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Lying would negatively influence your livelihood.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:09        Evening: 19:45         Dawn: 3:08 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 4:53  (tomorrow)

“Pushing the Limits” at Iranian bookstores
TEHRAN – “Pushing the Limits: 

How Schools Can Prepare Our 
Children Today for the Challenges 
of Tomorrow”, co-authored by 
Kelly Gallagher-Mackay and Nancy 
Steinhauer, has been published in 
Persian by Ney.

Bardrozzaman Pezeshkzad is 
the translator of the book originally 
published in 2017. The Persian 
edition has been released with 
a preface by celebrated Iranian 
scholar Mohsen Renani.

How do we prepare children for 
a future we cannot even imagine?

Across Canada, a debate swirls 
around what our children will 
need to know in the face of huge 
technological, economic, social 

and political change. The question 
has become an ideological 
battleground, and there is a hunger 
for a deeper understanding of what 
we should be doing to prepare 
children now for the challenges of 
the future. This timely, important 
book is an answer to that call.

In “Pushing the Limits”, 
Gallagher-Mackay and Steinhauer 
draw on their experiences as 
educational leaders to reveal that 
the schools of the future exist in 
the here and now. 

They introduce us to 
extraordinary Canadian public 
schools, deeply rooted in their 
communities, which are fostering 
innovators, nimble problem-

solvers and engaged citizens, 
boosting math comprehension, 
cultivating creativity and using 
technology to broaden the 
parameters of learning. 

And they explore why the role 
of schools is expanding to nurture 
students’ social-emotional skills 
and growth mindsets, and how 
vital this broader definition of 
education is to children’s long-
term health, happiness and 
success. 

This book provides a vision of 
what schooling can and should 
look like in our rapidly shifting 
world and explores how we – 
parents and teachers – can realize 
this vision together.

Metal sculptures showcase 
peace at Tehran exhibition 
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Front cover of the Persian edition of “The Wild 
Cat Book”.

A poster for “The House of Bernarda Alba”. 
(Tiwall/Aida Azimi)

Front cover of the Persian edition 
of “Pushing the Limits”.

“The House of Bernarda Alba” again at Tehran theater

“The Wild Cat Book” published in Persian

TEHRAN – “The House of Bernarda Alba”, a 
firm favorite with Iranian directors, is drawing 
Iranian theatergoers to the main hall of Azadi 
Tower, one of Tehran’s nostalgic sites. 

Federico Garcia Lorca’s famous play is 
being directed by Danial Arbabi, who enjoys 

renowned director Qotbeddin Sadeqi’s 
company as assistant director in this 
production.

The three-act tragedy was published in 
1936 as “La Casa de Bernarda Alba: drama de 
mujeres en los pueblos de Espana” (subtitled 
“Drama of Women in the Villages of Spain”). It 
constitutes the third play of Lorca’s dramatic 
trilogy which also includes “Blood Wedding” 
and “Yerma”, and it was first produced in 
Buenos Aires in 1945.

The play tells the story of a repressive 
and domineering widow who forces her five 
unmarried daughters to remain in mourning 
for their father, sequestered with her on the 
family estate, for eight years. Frustrated and 
angry, the women respond in their individual 
ways to their mother’s cruelty, and the play 
ends in violence.

There are at least two Persian translations 

of the play, one by prominent Iranian poet 
Ahmad Shamlu and another by veteran 
translator Najaf Daryabandari.

The play has also been staged by many 
Iranian directors, one of which is Ali Rafiei 
whose performance was selected as the 
best play of the year by the Critic and 
Theatrical Writers Society of the Iranian 
Theater Forum in 2019.

His skills in staging “The House of 
Bernarda Alba” were portrayed in the 
documentary “Behind the Walls of This 
House” directed by Leila Jafari.

Earlier in January, director Mahtab 
Golkar’s troupe performed the play based on 
a Persian translation by Najaf Daryabandari 
at Tehran’s Da Theater.

Arash Amiri directed “The House of 
Bernarda Alba” at Tehran’s Erfan Hall in 
December 2022.

TEHRAN – “The Wild Cat Book: Everything You 
Ever Wanted to Know about Cats”, a joint study 
by Fiona Sunquist and Mel Sunquist, has been 
published in Persian.

Published by Now, the book has been translated 
into Persian by Kaveh Feizollahi. 

From the ancient Egyptian cat goddess, Bastet, to 
the Prophet Muhammad’s favorite cat, Muezza, and 
our contemporary obsession with online cat videos, 
felines have long held a place of honor in their human 
counterparts’ homes and cultures. 

But the domestic cat is just one of many feline 
species, and in “The Wild Cat Book”, cat experts Fiona 
and Mel Sunquist introduce us to the full panoply of 
the purring, roaring feline tribe.

Illustrated throughout with Terry Whittaker’s 
spectacular color photographs as well as unique 
photos from biologists in the field – some of 
the highest quality images ever captured of 
exceptionally rare species – “The Wild Cat Book” 
not only tantalizes with the beauty of cats, but also 
serves as a valuable and accessible reference on cat 

behavior and conservation. 

Comprehensive entries for each of the thirty-
seven cat species include color distribution 
maps and up-to-date information related to the 
species’ IUCN conservation and management 
statuses, while informative sidebars reveal why 
male lions have manes (and why dark manes are 
sexiest), how cats see with their whiskers, the 
truth behind our obsession with white lions and 
tigers, and why cats can’t be vegetarians. 

“The Wild Cat Book” also highlights the grave 
threats faced by the world’s wild cats from habitat 
destruction to human persecution.

From the extraordinary acrobatics of the 
arboreal margay – able to cling to a tree branch by 
a single paw thanks to its unusually flexible ankles 
– to modern declines in African lion populations, 
“The Wild Cat Book” is an instructive and revealing 
ode to felines of every size and color. 

Combining science, behavioral observations 
and stunning photography, this book will captivate 
cat fanciers the world over.

Iranian studies in France: Pre-Islamic period
Part 7
His joint work with Ernest Honigmann, 

Recherches sur les Res Gestae Divi Saporis 
(Brussels, 1953), showed great skill in tackling 
the intricate problems of historical geography 
involved in that inscription. 

After a long sojourn in the Middle East and 
Persia, where he began to collect Sassanid seal 
impressions, he wrote several articles which 
were published in Syria (1955-62) and later 
reprinted in Classica et Orientalia (Paris, 1965). 

He then served in the Délégation 
archéologique en Afghanistan and studied the 
famous Bactrian inscription of Kanishka, which 
he published in the Journal asiatique (1958). 

He discovered the Jam minaret (in the Hari-
rud valley) and published his findings with the 
collaboration of Gaston Wiet (Le Minaret de 
Djam: La découverte de la capitale des sultans 
Ghorides [XIIe-XIIIe siècles], Paris, 1959).

Paul Bernard (b. 1929), an authority on 
the diffusion of Hellenism in the east, was 
the director of the Délégation archéologique 
française en Afghanistan (1965-80). 

He excavated the great Hellenistic site of 
Ay Khanom. Reports of these and his other 
excavations were published in several articles 
and in MDAFA.

Philippe Gignoux (b. 1931), an epigraphist and 
historian of Zoroastrianism, has carried out 
research on classification and publication of 
sources for the Sassanid period. 

The primary sources, the only extant 
Iranian official documents, are the surviving 
rock-inscriptions, seals and clay sealings. 
Contemporary external sources come next, 
followed by evidence from later centuries. 

Using this methodology, he strove to study 
and publish the primary sources. He compiled 
the vocabulary of the inscriptions in Glossaire 
des inscriptions pehlevies et parthes 
(London, 1972), and published a short book on 
Les Quatre inscriptions du mage Kirdir (Paris, 
1991). 

Also in this connection, he collected 
thousands of inscriptions on Sassanid seals 
and clay sealings from different museums and 
private collections which were then published 
in several catalogues: Catalogue des sceaux, 
camées et bulles Sasanides de la Bibliothèque 
nationale et du Musée du Louvre II: Les 
sceaux et bulles inscrits (Paris, 1978); Sceaux 
Sasanides de diverses collections privées 
(Paris, 1982); and Bulles et sceaux sassanides 
de diverses collections (Paris, 1987); the last 
two in collaboration with Rika Gyselen. 

The numerous official titles and proper 
names found on these inscriptions were 
classified and published as “Noms propres 
sassanides en moyen-perse épigraphique,” in 
Iranisches Personennamenbuch II/2, 1986). 

As Father, J. de Menasce’s successor to the 
chair of Religions of Ancient Iran, Gignoux 
has also worked on Pahlavi religious texts 
and published a French translation of the 
Arda wiraz-namag (Paris, 1984) and later, in 
collaboration with the late Ahmad Tafazzoli, 
edited the Anthologie de Zadspram (Paris, 
1993). 

He has also written on Iranian apocalyptic 
and Syriac magical texts. His series of lectures 
on shamanistic traces in Iran, delivered as the 
Ratanbai Katrak Lectures at Oxford in 1996 
is to be published as Man and Cosmos in 
Ancient Iran.

Michel Tardieu (b. 1938), historian of 
religion, and particularly of Manichaeism and 
gnosis, is the author of a short but masterly 
account of Manichaeism in the popular Que 
sais-je series (Le Manichéisme, Paris, 1981, 
2nd ed, 1997) as well as many other books and 
articles on the subject.

Pierre Lecoq (b. 1939), linguist, and a student 
of Jacques Duchesne-Guillemin, spent several 
years in Persia pursuing a study of central 
dialects. His thesis was published as Le Dialecte 
de Sivand (Wiesbaden, 1979). His studies on Old 
Persian have appeared in articles as well as in 
his recent book, Les Inscriptions de la Perse 
achéménide (Paris, 1997).

Pierre Briant, a historian of Greek antiquity, 
has also written on civilizations of the east. 
His publications include L’Asie centrale et 
les royaumes proche-orientaux du premier 
millénaire (Paris, 1984) and the monumental 
Histoire de l’empire perse de Cyrus à Alexandre 
(Paris, 1996), an indispensable source of 
reference.

Rika Gyselen (b. 1942), archeologist by 
formation, numismatist and historian of art, 
worked on new hoards and on sigillography. She 
has constituted a typology of the iconographical 
motifs on Sassanid seals. 

With Ludvik Kalus, she published Deux 
trésors monétaires des premiers temps de 
l’Islam (Paris, 1983) and with Raoul Curiel 
Une collection de monnaies de cuivres arabo-
sasanides (Paris, 1984). 

She has also compiled two Catalogues of 
seals and sealings with Ph. Gignoux (1982, 
1987). Using geographical data culled from 
the sealings inscriptions and combining them 
with the numismatic evidence, she has traced 
the picture of the administrative provinces 
of the late Sassanid period (La Géographie 
administrative de l’empire sassanide: les 
témoignages sigillographiques, Paris, 1989). 

She has also published two large catalogues, 
the Catalogue des sceaux, camées et bulles 
sassanides de la Bibliothèque nationale et 
du Musée du Louvre I: Collection générale, 
Paris, 1993, and L’art sigillaire dans les 
collections de Leyde: Rijksmuseum Het 
Koninlijk Penningkabinet, Leiden, 1996. Her 
Sceaux magiques en Iran sassanide (Paris, 
1995) is a fine contribution to iconography and 
identification of magic seals.

Frantz Grenet (b. 1952), archeologist and a 
specialist of the East Iranian and Central Asian 
culture, was co-director of the Ay Khanom 
excavations from 1977 to 1981. 

His thesis on history of funerary practices 
in Sogdiana and Bactria, has been published 
as Les pratiques funéraires dans l’Asie 
centrale sédentaire de la conquete grecque à 
l’islamisation (Paris, 1984).

Finally it should be pointed out that the 
existence of several journals published by 
French institutions, including those specializing 
in archeology or linguistics as well as the more 
wide ranging Studia Iranica, which began 
publication in 1972 under the editorship of Aubin 
and Gignoux and its bibliographial supplement, 
Abstracta Iranica, which began in 1978 under de 
Fouchécour, have provided convenient venues 
for the publication of research by scholars 
mentioned in our long but by no means 
exhaustive list.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica.

Concluded.
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