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Herat hosting 
exhibition of Iranian, 
Afghan products

TEHRAN - A joint exhibition of products 
made in Iran and Afghanistan kicked off in 
Afghanistan’s western city of Herat on Friday.

Over 20 major Iranian and Afghan producers 
are showcasing their products and services in 
22 booths during the four-day exhibition, Fars 
News Agency reported.

The opening ceremony of the exhibition was 
attended by officials from both sides, including 
the organizer of the exhibition Ali Khaksar, 
Iran’s Consul General in Herat Mohammad 
Sediqifar, and Deputy Head of Herat Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry Ahmad Saeed Sideqi.

Speaking to the press in the opening 
ceremony, Khaksar said the economics of Iran 
and Afghanistan are complementary and, in this 
regard, Iran seeks to set up production lines in 
Afghanistan to jointly produce the commodities 
needed by the Afghan market.  Page 7

Tazieh performances 
captivating audiences 
nationwide

Several cities across the country 
are playing host to performances of 
tazieh, Iranian passion play, during 
the first ten days of the lunar month 
of Muharram, which began on 
Wednesday.

Tazieh is based on the Ashura culture 
and the brave war and martyrdom of 
Imam Hussein (AS). It is a religious play 
dated back to the 9th-century.

Performers are always male, and 
female roles are played by men, most 
of whom are amateurs who gain 
their living through other means but 
perform for spiritual rewards.

Tazieh was registered on UNESCO’s 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity in November 2010.
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By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - Muslims around the world are horrified at the revolting Islamophobic events 
taking place in Europe over the past few weeks. This is not the first time the holy Quran has 
got desecrated but the blatant support of Western governments for the provocative acts 
has led to further outcry in the Islamic world.

At a time when Muslims are subject to being carried away by nerve-wracking and over-
whelming emotions, they should try not to take on a position that will help the enemies of 
Islam reach their wicked goals.  Page 3

“Eye-opener”: How Ayatollah Khamenei 
wants us to deal with anti-Islam events

Intolerant Zelensky 
sacks ambassador 
to UK amid arms row

By Ali Karbalaei 

TEHRAN - Ukraine’s ambassador to Britain 
has been sacked after publicly criticizing Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky’s behavior in a row 
with UK Defense Secretary Ben Wallace, who 
cited a lack of “gratitude” on the part of Kyiv for 
weapons being supplied by London and other 
Western allies.

Vadym Prystaiko, who has now been re-
moved from his post, criticized Zelensky on 
British media for his “unhealthy sarcasm” over 
the outgoing British Defense Secretary’s sug-
gestion that Ukraine’s Western allies should 
be shown more gratitude for the arms being 
delivered to Kyiv.

Following strong complaints from the 
Ukrainian leader that his country had not been 
offered any timetable for joining NATO, Wal-
lace said that “whether we like it or not, people 
want to see a bit of gratitude (from Kyiv).”

Wallace pointed out that “sometimes you’re 
persuading countries to give up their own stocks 
[of munitions], sometimes you’ve got to persuade 
lawmakers on the Hill in America.  Page 5

Why Iran-China alliance 
will end American world 
order

By Aria Moghanloo

TEHRAN - Iran’s official membership in the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization and its 
significant presence in the latest meeting of 
the Non-Aligned Movement in Baku are being 
seen as a great diplomatic achievement for the 
country based on the current world affairs. 

The transition of the new world order 
which will shift power from the West to the 
East is seen as an opportunity for Iran to 
become an important force in West Asia. 
Regional and Western media have recently 
talked a great deal about Iran’s anticipated 
role in the future of the region.

The Jerusalem Post which is an Israeli out-
let published a report on July 9th to address 
Iran’s official membership in the SCO. It called 
Iran’s incorporation into the bloc a source of 
great concern which would put American 
interests in West Asia under threat.  It also 
warned that the occurrence would specially 
jeopardize the position of Israel in the region.

“As Iran formally integrates into the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization, a growing con-
cern is spreading across the Western world, 
primarily due to the multifaceted implications 
of Iran’s growing military ties with Russia and 
China. The issue becomes even more troubling 
with the scheduled ending of UN restrictions 
on Iran’s ballistic missile testing and transfers 
this coming October”.  Page 3

Portrayal of Ashura 
through the lens of 
Iranian cinema

By Samaneh Aboutalebi
Part 4
TEHRAN – Despite several attempts to 

create TV series and programs depicting the 
events of Ashura, none of them managed to 
captivate the audience until the release of the 
astonishing “The Tenth Night” series in 2001.

In 2001, Iran witnessed an alignment of 
events as the Iranian New Year holidays 
(Noruz) and the first decade of the lunar 
month of Muharram converged. Seizing this 
extraordinary situation, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) unveiled a truly 
magnificent masterpiece: “The Tenth Night” 
series.  Page 8

Iran won’t exchange 
ambassadors with 
Sweden over Quran 

desecration
TEHRAN- Following the 

desecration of the holy 
Quran for the second time in 

less than a month in Sweden, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 

Amir Abdollahian has stated that Iran will not 
accept a new ambassador from that nation.

In a televised interview on Friday, he 
stressed that “based on an order by President 
Ebrahim Raisi, the new ambassador of 
Sweden will not be allowed to come to Iran 
until the country’s government takes a 
serious and effective measure to deal with the 
continuous violation of Islamic sanctities.”

He made the remarks a day after a Sweden-
based Iraqi refugee desecrated the Muslim holy 
book during a demonstration outside the Iraqi 
embassy in Stockholm amid strict protection 
provided by the police.   Page 2

Islamophobic remarks 
will not go cost-free”: 
Qalibaf

TEHRAN- Mohammad Baqer 
Qalibaf, the Speaker of Iran’s 
Parliament, has warned the 
Swedish government that 
offending Muslim values 

will not go unanswered. 

He made the comments at a 
public session of the Iranian parliament on 
Saturday.

“Hurting the feelings and insulting the 
beliefs of the Muslims of the world is not 
cost-free, and the Swedish government 
must be held accountable for these insults,” 
he noted.

He said that Friday’s protests against 
this “heinous act” were an appropriate and 
necessary response.

“Muslim governments are expected to 
show their unity and religious zeal against 
these devilish desecrators in the same 
way that Muslim nations did,” the speaker 
continued.

Sweden Spirals Into Battle-Array 
Against Islamic World: Leader  Page 2
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“The insult to the holy 
Quran in Sweden is a 
bitter, conspiratorial, 

and dangerous event,” 
the Leader says.

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution has called the sup-
port of the Swedish government 
for desecrator of the holy Quran 
as equivalent to entering a bat-
tle-array.

The move has instigated feel-
ings of hatred and enmity toward 
the Swedes among all Muslims 
as well as many Muslim govern-
ments.

In a message on Saturday, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said “the 
insult to the holy Quran in Swe-
den is a bitter, conspiratorial, and 
dangerous event.”

The Leader also called for the 
“severest punishment” for the 
perpetrator.

“It is the opinion of all Islamic 
scholars that the agent who has 
insulted the Quran deserve the 
severest punishment,” the Lead-
er stressed, according to khame-
nei.ir.

Additionally, the Leader lam-
basted the Swedish government 
for its supportive role in dese-
crating the Quran, saying, “In ad-
dition, the Swedish government 
should know that supporting 
criminals against the world of 
Islam is equivalent to going into 
battle-array for war. And this ac-
tion has created feelings of ha-
tred and enmity toward them in 
all the Muslim nations and many 
of their governments.”

“It is that government’s duty 
to turn over the agent who has 
committed this crime to the ju-
dicial systems of Muslim coun-
tries,” he added. 

“The conspirators behind the 
scenes should know that the 
sanctity and glory of the Quran 
will increase day by day and the 
lights of its guidance will shine 
even more than before. Those 
who have designed this conspir-
acy and those who have carried it 
out are more contemptible than 
to be able to stop this ever-in-
creasing luminescence. ‘Allah has 
full command of His affairs’ [Holy 
Quran 12:21],” Ayatollah Khame-
nei highlighted. 

A Christian extremist’s des-
ecration of the Quran in Stock-
holm has led to significant pro-
tests and outrage in the Muslim 
world.

The protests are in response 
to Swedish police allowing an 
individual residing in Stockholm 
to desecrate the Quran for the 
second time. The first one oc-
curred on June 28 the second 
on July 20.

People have held large pro-
tests to denounce the blasphe-
mous conduct in Iraq, Iran, Paki-
stan, Lebanon, and other nations.

On Thursday, demonstrators in 
Baghdad stormed into the Swed-
ish embassy and burned part of 
it to express their outrage at the 
sacrilegious deed.

In protest to the Swedish gov-
ernment that allowed the Quran 
to be profaned, the Iraqi gov-
ernment also decided to ask the 
Swedish ambassador to leave 
Baghdad and to recall its envoy 
from Stockholm.

Iran ramps up pressure on 
Sweden 

Angry reactions in Iran to the 
desecration of the Quran in Eu-
rope continued to rage on amid 
the global outcry over the repe-
tition of sacrilegious act.

After Friday prayers, millions 
of believers in Iran held rallies, 
carrying copies of the Quran and 
chanting “Death to the Ameri-
canized Sweden. Death to Israel”.

In the same day, a group of 
people gathered in front of the 
Swedish embassy in Tehran. The 
gathering turned into a sit-in. 
The demonstrators said they 
will continue their sit-in until the 
Swedish ambassador is expelled 
from Iran, state news agency 
IRNA reported. 

This was also echoed by a se-
nior Iranian lawmaker. Vahid 
Jalalzadeh, the head of the par-
liament’s National Security and 
Foreign Policy Committee, said 
the Iranian people expect that 
the Swedish ambassador gets 
expelled over the desecration of 

the holy book. 

He also said that the dese-
cration came at a time when the 
Iranian people and others in the 
world were mourning the mar-
tyrdom anniversary of Imam 
Hussein (PBUH).

“In these days as (Shia) Mus-
lims in Iran and other parts of 
the world are mourning for the 
oppressed of the world, Aba Ab-
dullah al-Hussein (PBUH), un-
fortunately for the second time 
in Sweden the holy Quran was 
desecrated which offended all 
the freedom seekers,” the MP 
told IRNA. 

Jalalzadeh added, “The evil 
move of desecrating the Quran 
shows the sick nature of the lib-
eral democracy of the West, that 
the concept of freedom is cap-
tured in this intellectual system 
and freedom is oppressed in the 
Western cognitive system.”

He pointed out that more dan-
gerous than the position of the 
person who burned the Quran is 
the silence of the Swedish gov-
ernment, police and Westerners 
about this movement. “Insulting 
the values of the world’s Mus-
lims is an insult to humanity, to 
freedom, and to religions and na-
tions,” he continued. 

He called the summoning of 
the Swedish ambassador by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs a 
minimal action. “What we expect 
from the revolutionary govern-
ment is the expulsion of Mattias 
Lentz, the Swedish ambassador 
to Tehran,” he suggested. 

Underlining that the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs should 
quickly launch a movement to 
condemn this heinous act, Jalal-
zadeh said, “Muslim nations and 
freedom-loving countries of the 
world have higher, more seri-
ous and important expectations 
from the Islamic Republic.”

In a separate move, the Iranian 
embassy in Baku called for a con-
certed Islamic action by embas-
sies of the Islamic countries in 
Baku in reaction to the profanity 
of the holy Quran. 

“While appreciating the state-
ment of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Azer-
baijan in strongly condemning 
this hateful act, this embassy 
wants the embassies of Islam-
ic and non-Islamic countries in 
Baku to act in a coordinated and 
united campaign to immediate-
ly condemn such offensive and 
dangerous actions that were re-
peated with the support of the 
government and police of these 
countries (European countries),” 
the Iranian embassy said in a 
statement. 

In an exegesis, Siasat-e-Rooz discussed 
Washington’s behind-the-scenes move 
against Tehran as Iran was set to host a 
maritime event in late September. It wrote: 
As countries in the region and larger world 
are moving to utilize the capabilities of the 
Iranian Navy in securing the seas, which will 
also strengthen Iran’s position in the multi-
polar world, the United States, in a passive 
action, has prevented Iran from hosting an 
event that was supposed to be held on World 
Maritime Day. Washington’s move is intended 
to disrupt international security through its 
unilateralist approach. The global voyage of 
the 86th naval fleet of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the security measures of the IRGC 
Navy in confronting the threatening behavior 
of Western ships in the region have provided 
an opportunity to strengthen security in the 
seas around the world. The Arab countries 
have emphasized maritime convergence with 
Tehran to use Iran’s capabilities to ensure the 
security of maritime trade. However, since 
America is against global security and stands 
against multilateral approaches, it prevent-
ed Iran to host the maritime event on World 
Maritime Day in late September.

Shargh: America’s failure to build coalition

Shargh wrote in a note: The U.S. attempt 
failed to put the name of Iran and adopt an-
ti-Iran position in the joint statement with 
the Arab League. America’s failure happened 
just a few weeks after an event that was un-
expected for many observers and experts in 
the region, and that was the UAE’s decision 
to withdraw from the U.S. naval alliance in 
the Persian Gulf. America had turned this co-
alition into a pressure tool to escalate mar-
itime tensions with Iran. One day after the 
UAE’s action, it was declared that Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE and Oman will form a naval 
coalition. Many observers evaluated this ac-
tion of the UAE as a new hit to the anti-Iran 
efforts of Washington and the Zionist regime 
that were to strengthen the anti-Iran front 
in the Middle East. America, especially in 
recent months, has continuously failed to 
portray itself as a guarantor of security 
in the region. This has made its Arab allies 
disappointed and forced them to redefine 
their security partnership with the involve-
ment of the main players in the region, in-
cluding the Islamic Republic, to fill the gaps 
as much as they can.

Hamshahri: Provocative action of U.S. army
In a commentary, Hamshahri discussed 

the sending of two American warships to the 
Persian Gulf and said: In continuation of its 
policies to create tension in the region, the 
United States intends to send more warships 
to the region under the pretext of monitor-
ing shipping in the Persian Gulf. It also plans 
to deploy two other warships, the USS Mesa 
Verde and the USS Carter Hall, along with the 
destroyer Thomas Hudner and F-16 and F-35 
fighter jets under the pretext of providing 
security for oil tankers passing through the 
Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Persian 
Gulf region. In its statement, the Pentagon 
declared the dispatch of these warships to 
the Persian Gulf to protect ships against 
(what it called) Iran’s actions. To justify their 
military presence in the Middle East and the 
Persian Gulf, the American authorities claim 
that with these measures, they ensure the 
security of the region for the Persian Gulf 
countries and the passage of ships from all 
over the world. However,, these moves have 
only increased tensions in the region, and the 
Islamic Republic has repeatedly emphasized 
that it is the responsibility of the countries of 
in region to secure the waters in the region, 
emphasizing that they are capable of doing it 
by themselves.

Arman-e-Melli: A cold battle in bargain-
ing negotiations

In an analysis, Arman-e-Melli discussed 
the latest security actions of America against 
Iran. The paper said: By declaring the arrival 
of F-35 fighter jets and sending warships and 
marines to the region coupled Washington’s 
security doctrine, the White House is imple-
menting its last diplomatic puzzle against 
Iran and wants to show the real siege of Iran 
in order to gain a greater share of the game 
against Tehran after “negotiations without 
war, fire and bloodshed”. However, all ex-
perts believe that the best way to resolve 
the nuclear dispute is to revive the JCPOA, 
suggesting that there is no alternative to it. 
Therefore, it is unlikely that the current U.S. 
president think about a war against Tehran. 
Americans intend to put the last pressure on 
Iran. In this pressure campaign, they are not 
even afraid to show the prow of their ship and 
bombers. In this way, they intend to quit the 
possible nuclear negotiations with Iran pow-
erfully.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

American anger over Iran’s role in 
maritime security

TEHRAN- In the wake of similar incidents in 
Denmark, which outraged the Muslim world, 
Iran has blamed the Danish government 
for the desecration of the holy Quran in the 
Scandinavian country.

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesperson for the 
Foreign Ministry, said in a statement on Sat-
urday that Denmark must stop the desecra-
tion of the Quran and other Muslim sanctities 
and bring those responsible to justice.

He asserted that Muslims all around the 
globe are waiting for the Danish government 
to act practically in this respect.

Kanaani urged Muslim states and nations, 
as well as other followers of divine faiths, to 
unite to respond effectively with any sacrile-
gious effort against the Quran and the sanc-
tities of Abrahamic religions wherever in the 
globe.

“Despite the sinister plots of the master-
minds behind insults to the sanctities and 
values of more than 2 billion Muslims world-
wide, we believe that free thinkers and jus-
tice-seeking people will stand united against 
such wicked plot and vile actions,” he noted. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran proceeds with 
its contacts and dialogues with Muslim coun-
tries, and will continue with the measures 
and efforts to stand against this 21st cen-
tury ignorance, which has targeted human 

dignity and genuine freedom of speech in the 
name of the bogus, Western-style freedom 
of speech,” the spokesman added.

The Foreign Ministry on Saturday sum-
moned the Danish ambassador to convey 
Iran’s outrage over the sacrilegious act by 
the far-right Danish group Danske Patrioter 
in the country.         

In response to the fresh desecration of the 
Quran in Sweden, the country’s ambassador 
to Tehran was summoned by the Iranian For-
eign Ministry spokesman on Thursday eve-
ning to file Iran’s strong protest against the 
move, according to the ministry. 

Addressing the Swedish envoy, Kanaani 
said, “We strongly condemn the repetition 
of the desecration of the holy Quran and the 
Islamic sanctities in Sweden and we believe 
that the Swedish government is fully respon-
sible for the consequences of provoking the 
sentiments of world Muslims.”

Kanaani added that the continuation of 
insults to Islamic sanctities and hate-mon-
gering are a perfect example of organized vi-
olence and a hostile move against two billion 
Muslims of the world, God-believing people 
and followers of divine religions.

Iran holds Danish government accountable 
for Quran sacrilege

Sweden spirals into battle-array against 
Islamic world: Leader

Iran won’t exchange ambassadors with Sweden over Quran desecration
From page 1    Amir Abdollahian re-

ferred to the widespread protests that 
were conducted across the country to 
denounce the action as evidence that the 
Iranian people will never support any act 
of sacrilege against the Quran.

The Swedish ambassador’s mission in 
Tehran, according to the top Iranian dip-
lomat, has ended. Based on the presiden-
tial order, he said, neither Iran nor Swe-
den will send a new ambassador.

Accordingly, the new Swedish ambas-
sador was scheduled to arrive in Tehran 
within the next two days.

Amir Abdollahian argued that the per-
petrator of the sacrilege should be dealt 
with by the Swedish government in a se-
vere and effective manner.

Speaking in a phone call with his Swed-
ish counterpart Tobias Billström on Fri-
day, Iran’s chief diplomat said that “des-
ecration of the Quran and other sacred 
texts of divine religions is highly opposed 
anywhere, by anybody, and under any cir-
cumstances.”

Repeating similar crimes under the 
guise of freedom of speech is intolerable, 
he stressed.

While Sweden claims to be a pioneer in 
upholding human rights, how can it ig-
nore the resolution of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council condemning the 
insult to religious sanctities in less than 

10 days? he asked his counterpart.

He said that in addition to denuncia-
tion, the perpetrator or perpetrators of 
the wicked movement should be detained 
and put on trial if this happened to any of 
the Abrahamic religions or other sacred 
texts.

Amir Abdollahian said the offender has 
to be detained, brought to justice, and 
made to answer for his crimes.

Otherwise, he said, Sweden would have 
to wait until the Islamic nations make a 
final decision.

In yet another phone call with Secre-
tary-General of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) Hissein Brahim 
Taha on Friday, Amir Abdollahian asked 
the Muslim world to stand united in their 
condemnation of Sweden.

The foreign minister called for an ur-
gent OIC conference to discuss the repeat 

of the sacrilege against the holy book in 
Sweden.

The OIC secretary general focused on 
the steps the organization has previous-
ly made in this respect while denouncing 
the insult.

Also, in a phone call with his Iraqi coun-
terpart, Fuad Hossein on Thursday, Amir 
Abdollahian moved to condemn the dis-
gusting move.

In the same day, he also sent a letter 
to Secretary General of the United Na-
tions António Guterres, saying, “The re-
grettable news of the fresh desecration 
of the holy Quran in Sweden has severely 
hurt the feelings of the world’s Muslims 
and followers of divine religions, and the 
shock and worry caused by such sacrile-
gious acts are spreading,” Amir Abdolla-
hian said in the letter.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran strongly 
condemns the Swedish authorities’ move 
to give permission for the profane and 
provocative act of defiling the Quran - 
the holy book of world Muslims - which 
has happened for the second time in the 
past month and it strongly warns that 
the continuation of such acts under the 
guise of freedom of speech constitutes a 
gross insult to all Muslims and provokes 
different communities with the aim of 
promoting Islamophobia and extremism,” 
he added.

The new envoy of Sweden 
won’t be allowed until 

Stockholm takes effective 
measure to deal with 

continuous profanity of 
Islamic sanctities.



Iran’s women’s 
football coach 
Azmoun satisfied 
with warm-ups
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s football team head 

coach Maryam Azmoun says that two friendly 
matches against Russia will help them to prepare 
well for the Olympic Tournament Paris 2024 
qualification.

Iran are drawn along with Australia, Chinese Taipei 
and the Philippines in Group A.

Azmoun’s girls lost to Russia twice in Kazan and 
Moscow. The Persians suffered a 4-0 loss in their 
first match and also lost 2-0 in their second match. 

“The matches helped us to see our weaknesses. 
It was a good test for us to strengthen ourselves 
for the Olympic qualification,” Azmoun said in an 
interview with Iran football federation’s website.

“We are happy to play with powerhouse Russia, 
who are ranked 24 in FIFA ranking. To play with 
weaker opponents will not be helpful for us,” she 
added.

“These matches helped my team to develop their 
self-confidence. I am sure these kinds of the warm-
up matches can be helpful for our teams,” Azmoun 
concluded.

Persepolis defeat 
Sanat Naft: friendly
TEHRAN – Persepolis football team defeated 

Sanat Naft 2-0 in a friendly match held at the Kazemi 
Stadim in Tehran on Friday.

Farshad Faraji and Hossein Kanani scored two 
goals for the Reds in the second half.

Persepolis, Iran Professional League (IPL) 
defending champions, prepare for the 2023-24 IPL 
season.

It was Persepolis’s fourth win in the friendly 
matches. 

Iran to meet Malaysia 
at 2023 FIBA Women’s 
Asia Cup opener
TEHRAN – Iran basketball team will play Malaysia 

at the 2023 FIBA Women’s Asia Cup Division B opener.

Team Melli Banovan have been drawn in Pool A 
along with Malaysia, Mongolia and Indonesia.

Pool B consists of Kazakhstan, Sri Lanka, Jordan 
and Thailand.

Iran will start the campaign the event with a 
match against Malaysia, slated for August 13 and 
play Mongolia and Indonesia in the following days.

The competition will be held in Bangkok, Thailand 
from August 13 to 19. 

The Women’s Asia Cup has competed in two 
divisions (or levels, as it was called until the change 
in 2017) since 1994. Throughout these years, the top 
teams of Division B fight for promotion to Division A, 
while the teams in Division A have to avoid relegation 
as well.

Iranians take four 
more medals at 
2023 AKF Senior 
Championships
TEHRAN – Iranian karate athletes won one silver 

and three bronze medals at the 2023 AKF Senior 
Championships on Saturday.

Bahman Asgari Ghoncheh seized a silver medal 
after losing to Kazakhstan’s Nurkanat Azhikanov 3-2 
in the final match of the Senior Kumite Male -75kg.

Also, Sara Bahmanyar at the Senior Kumite Female 
-50kg, Fatemeh Saadati at the Senior Kumite Female 
-55kg and Sajad Ganjzadeh at the Senior Kumite 
Male +84kg claimed three bronze medals on Day 2. 

On Friday, Behnam Deghanzadeh earned a gold 
medal at the Senior Kumite Male -55kg.

Atousa Golshadnezhad also took a gold at the 
Senior Kumite Female -61kg.

Furthermore, Amir Mehdizadeh won the bronze 

at the Senior Kumite Male -67 kg. Fatemeh Sadeghi 
at Kata Female and Abolfazl Shahrjerdi at Kata Male 
also won two more bronze medals.

The tournament has brought about 400 athletes 
from 31 countries together in Melaka, Malaysia.

The last edition of the continental championships 
was held last year in Tashkent, capital of Uzbekistan 
and it gathered all Senior, Cadet, Junior, and U21 
categories.

The event comprises 17 categories, in the senior 
competition, and seven categories in the Para-
Karate event.

2023 Nation’s Cup: 
Iran too strong for 
UAE
TEHRAN – Iran national beach soccer team 

defeated the UAE 10-0 at the 2023 Nation’s Cup on 
Saturday.

Ali Mirshekari, Mehdi Shirmohammadi and 
Amirhossein Akbari scored two goals each as 
well as goals from Reza Amirizadeh, Mohammad 
Masoumizadeh, Moslem Mesigar and Mohammadali 
Mokhtari. 

Team Melli, who had defeated Senegal 5-1 in their 
opening match on Friday, will play Russia on Sunday.

The four-team tournament is being held at the Nova 
arena in Saint Petersburg, Russia from July 21 to 23.

Team Melli are taking part in the tournament as 
part of the 2023 FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup, which 
will be held in Dubai, the UAE from Feb. 15 to 25.

Former Persepolis 
forward Barzegar 
joins Esteghlal
TEHRAN – Former Persepolis striker Aria Barzegar 

joined Esteghlal football team on Saturday.

The 21-year-old forward has joined the Blues from 
Naft Masjed Soleyman for an undisclosed fee.

He started his playing career at Esteghlal’s 
archrival Persepolis in 2020 and left the team after 
one year.

Barzegar is a member of Iran U-23 football team.

Iran edge Japan 
at 2023 Asian 
U16 Volleyball 
Championship
TEHRAN – Iran came from two sets behind to 

beat Japan 3-2 (22-25, 17-25, 25-20, 25-22, 15-10) 
in the opening match of the 2023 Asian Men’s U16 
Volleyball Championship on Saturday.

The historic continental championship, which 
serves as the Asia’s qualification tournament for the 
next year’s inaugural FIVB Volleyball Boys’ U17 World 
Championship, has attracted 12 teams to vie for top 
honor and three berths up for grabs for the world meet.

The eight-day tournament has been split into 
four pools – Pools A, B, C and D. Hosts Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan and Hong Kong China are in Pool A, while 
Pool B consists of Thailand and Australia (Bahrain 
and India withdrew). Saudi Arabia joined Iran, China 
and Japan in Pool C, with Pool D featuring Pakistan, 
Mongolia and Chinese Taipei.

Teams will play pool round-robin preliminaries.

Top three teams at the end of the championship 
will secure their berths in the next year’s inaugural 
FIVB Volleyball Boys’ U17 World Championship. 

Mohammad Naderi 
joins Tractor
TEHRAN – Altay Spor left-back Mohammad Naderi 

joined Iranian football club Tractor on Saturday.

The 26-year-old player started his playing career 
in Tractor in 2016 and joined Belgian team Kortrijk 
after two years.

Naderi has also played in Persepolis and Esteghlal 
football teams.

He joined Altay in August 2021 and scored three 
goals in 54 matches for the TFF First League side.
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Frome Page 1   The Jerusalem Post 
claimed that Iran’s membership in the SCO 
would give it a freer hand to openly trade 
arms with Russia and China, and other SCO 
countries and that will eventually result in 
Iran expanding its influence in the region. It 
urged Western governments to be wary of 
Iran’s strategic growth in West Asia.

“Iran’s admission to the SCO represents 
a significant foreign policy achievement 
for the Islamic Republic. This is particularly 
noteworthy as it is the first time the 
regime has joined a regional pact since its 
establishment in 1979. This integration can 
help Iran break free from its economic and 
diplomatic isolation. In fact, that Iran has 
been granted full membership in the SCO 
suggests that other member countries are 
also open to engaging with it”.

The report also addressed the future 
effects of Iran’s full SCO membership on its 
ties with India: “Membership in the SCO will 
also empower the Iranian government to 
broaden its military cooperation with India. 
The two countries, already engaged in a 
comprehensive partnership, are striving to 
extend their bilateral military collaboration 
into new areas, which include joint naval 
exercises and arms trade”.

American magazine Newsweek has also 
covered Iran’s presence in the Non-Aligned 
Movement meeting in Baku extensively. 
The Non-Aligned Movement is a forum 
of 120 countries that make up 2/3 of the 
members of the United Nations and can 
have a determining effect on what’s going on 
around the world. The organization backed 
Iran’s peaceful nuclear program when Tehran 
and the West were heavily at odds over the 
program in 2012. 

The Non-Alignment Movement was 
formed to find a solution to end the cold war 
and it seems the entity has stayed true to its 
primary purpose to a great extent. 

“Just one day after becoming the ninth 
member of a regional security bloc led by 
China and Russia, Iran began utilizing an 
even broader multilateral platform in a bid to 
reestablish itself on the world stage against 
U.S. attempts to isolate the Islamic Republic. 

After the 120-nation Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) wrapped up its two-day ministerial 
summit in Azerbaijan on Thursday, Tehran 
appeared well-poised to continue to its 
diplomatic rally under President Ebrahim 
Raisi”.

Newsweek also claimed that “Iran under 
Raisi is trying to join regional alliances, as it 
believes that there is a new world order and 
in this order, multipolarity dominates the 
unipolarity of the U.S. after the collapse of 
the USSR. During the Cold War in which the 
United States and the Soviet Union vied for 
global influence, the NAM emerged in 1961 
as a forum for nations seeking to forge a 
third path. The movement gained traction 
throughout the decades, with Iran joining 
upon its Islamic Revolution in 1979, but it 
struggled to retain its geopolitical weight 
in the post-Cold War era. Today, however, 
the NAM is one of several venues in which 
nations across the Global South, including 
Iran, are seeking to assert their international 
presence”.

“Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian’s participation in the latest NAM 
event comes in the immediate aftermath 
of Iran’s accession to full membership in 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), a group comprised of China, India, 
Pakistan, Russia and the Central Asian 
states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan, as well as amid Tehran’s 
application to join BRICS, an economic 
coalition also comprised of China, Russia 
and India, as well as Brazil and South Africa,” 
Newsweek added.

The magazine concluded that Iran’s 
ascension to SCO and BRICS is a political 

message from the country to the U.S. and EU, 
saying it can come out of isolation without 
reviving the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action. It said a number of U.S. partners such 
as India which is currently the chair of both 
the SCO and the G20, and Saudi Arabia, which 
resumed ties with Iran as part of a China-
brokered deal in March, have also applied 
for SCO and BRICS partnerships and have 
emphasized their commitment to strategic 
autonomy in global affairs.

“Iran is playing the long game to be at a 
state of strategic advantage by tapping into 
the window of opportunity being provided 
by inductions into multilateral bodies such 
as SCO and BRICS. In this way, it benefits 
accrued can be in both forms, tangible as well 
as intangible in positioning Iran as a viable 
power fulcrum in Middle East and Eurasia”.

 The incorporation of Iran into SCO and 
its presence in the Non-Aligned movement 
meeting do not bode well for the world order 
established after the cold war. Western media 
sees Iran’s recent diplomatic gains as a sign 
that U.S. can no longer impose its demands 
on other countries and that the invincibility 
of its hegemony has almost come to an end. 

Iran like important world actors such as 
China and Russia seek to elevate its position 
in the international scene and have a more 
effective role. These countries have ramped 
up efforts to make a new world order. The 
formation of BRICS and SCO, de-dollarization 
to scrap unilateral sanctions by the U.S., and 
plans to create a common currency in SCO are 
parts of the steps countries challenging the 
U.S. hegemony have taken. 

The cooperation between Iran, China and 
Russia could also be aimed at increasing the 
three countries’ military influence in different 
regions of the world. As reported by American 
media, the group of countries are trying to 
form an “Eastern NATO bloc” through various 
weapons deals in the SCO. 

The cooperation between emerging world 
powers, like Iran and India, and traditional 
ones, like China and Russia, which are 
gaining back their strength can have great 
consequences for the U.S. in the Persian Gulf 
as well as a massive zone in the Indian Ocean.  

Why Iran-China alliance will end American world order

Frome Page 1   To be able to 
see the situation for what it 
really is and navigate through 
our emotions, we will take a look 
at the remarks that Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei, Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, has made throughout 
the years while addressing anti-
Islam events. 

The Leader’s most recent 
reaction to the sacrilegious 
act of the Quran desecration 
came on Saturday. Ayatollah 
Khamenei has called the latest 
damaging of the Quran in 
Sweden a “criminal act” and 
called on Western governments 
to punish those responsible for 
the provocation. On Thursday 
a group of angry protesters, 
whose demonstration had been 
authorized by police, kicked 
and partially damaged a copy 
of Quran under the pretext of 
human rights.

Who is behind anti-Islam 
desecration moves and why?

Ayatollah Khamenei believes 
to understand why Westerners 
are so adamant on desecrating 
the Quran, we must take a look 
at the tragedies they have caused 
in West Asia. “Analyzing the chain 
of these evil events which was 
accompanied during the recent 
years by criminal operations 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine, 
Lebanon and Pakistan leaves no 
doubt about the fact that this 
chain of evil events is planned 
and controlled by the heads of 
the domineering powers and 
Zionist think tanks which wield 
the greatest influence on the 
American government, its military 
and security organizations, the 
British government and certain 
European governments,” the 
Leader said in a statement in 2010. 

Ayatollah Khamenei was 
reacting to an anti-Islam 
preacher named Terry Joes who 
burned copies of the holy Quran 

in the U.S. state of Florida and 
broadcasted the images to world.

The leader Believes Israel 
and the West are “vainly trying 
to make young generations in 
the Islamic world lose respect 
for what is held sacred and 
to extinguish their religious 
sentiments”.

How should Muslims react to 
the desecration of Quran?

Ayatollah Khamenei believes 
the most important thing 
Muslims should do in the face of 
such challenges is staying united. 
He strongly condemns any 
weakness, malice and neglect 
of duty and thinks Muslims 
from all walks of life should take 
the issue seriously. “Everyone 
is responsible but opinion 
leaders, religious scholars and 
intellectuals are shouldering 
a heavy responsibility at this 
stage,” the Leader noted after the 
Pentagon confirmed in 2005 that 

a U.S. soldier had deliberately 
kicked a Guantanamo Bay 
prisoner’s Muslim holy book.

 

Ayatollah Khamenei has 
also urged Muslims to refrain 
from making similar moves 
in retaliation. He believes “no 
one has the right to desecrate 
religious sanctities” and people 
in the Islamic world must not see 
Christians and Jews responsible 
for the criminal acts of Western 
politicians. He says the ultimate 
goal of the West is to “extend 
opposition against Islam and 
Muslims to all levels of Christian 
communities, to put a religious 
facade on such opposition and 
to attract support of religious 
prejudices and beliefs through 
the involvement of churches and 
pastors.” 

Western politicians must get 
a grip

Early this year when Quran 

got desecrated in Sweden and 
Denmark Ayatollah Khamenei 
said the moves show the 
“Arrogant Powers’ enmity is 
with Islam itself”. He suggests 
Western politicians come to 
their senses and bring those 
responsible for the desecration 
of the holy Quran to punishment 
before the Islamic world is forced 
to take collective and severe 
action. 

Ayatollah Khamenei also 
wants Muslims to stop beating 
themselves over what has 
happened. According to the 
Leader such events are “eye-
openers” and can even be 
considered a “great blessing”. 

He noted, “Such occurrences 
stop people from slipping into 
lack of vigilance, from falling 
into deep sleep and letting down 
their guard”. 

“Eye-opener”: How Ayatollah Khamenei 
wants us to deal with anti-Islam events



TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial 
official, 2,715 tons of honey were produced in 
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari province during the 
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on 
March 20).

Soheyla Askari, the director for poultry and 
honeybee affairs in the province’s Agriculture 
Department, also said that it is expected that 
this year honey production will increase up 
to 4,000 tons due to the weather and proper 
vegetation.

Referring to the advantage of the province’s 
honey compared to other provinces, Askari 
said: “Suitable vegetation, favorable 
pollination, the presence of rich and valuable 
genetic potential in Iranian native breeds and 
compatible with the province’s environmental 
conditions, Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari honey is 
produced with high quality.”

As announced by the head of the bee 
research department of Animal Science 
Research Institute of Iran (ASRI), Iran 
produced 136,000 tons of honey in the past 
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on March 
20).

Naser Taj-Abadi said that this amount of 
honey production is high, while many factors 
affect production growth.

Taj-Abadi has said that according to the 
strategic document that was compiled and 
unveiled in the Iranian calendar year 1397 
(March 2018-March 2019), honey production 
in the country is planned to increase by four 
percent each year.

It should be noted that this document has 
considered 15 percent growth in the production 
of some products of the beekeeping industry, 
such as royal jelly and propolis, he added.

TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s Planning and 
Budget Organization (PBO) Davoud Manzour 
has said several articles are foreseen in the 
Seventh National Development Plan (2022-
2026) for reforming the country’s budget bill 
in the coming years.

Speaking to the press after a Parliament 
committee meeting for reviewing the 
seventh NDP, Manzour said various issues 
have been discussed in this regard including 
the necessity of deciding on the completion 
or abandonment of the country’s semi-
finished infrastructure projects to manage 
their budget, Mehr News Agency reported.

“Proposals were made to hand over semi-
finished projects to non-governmental 
sectors in order to complete such projects 
or halt them; but considering that a final 
conclusion was not reached in this regard, 
it was decided to discuss the issue in a 
separate specialized committee meeting,” 
Manzour said.

There were also discussions about the 
policies related to bank facilities and creating 
commitments for the non-governmental 

sector under the budget law, he added.

The official further mentioned the 
discussions about oil incomes and how to 
direct such revenues to the production sector, 
saying: “One of the disagreements between 
the government and the parliament is how 
to make oil resources more productive. In 
other words, how to use the capacities of the 
private sector so that we can develop new oil 
fields or improve the existing fields.”

“Some of the suggestions we gave about 
the use of private sector capacity in the 
existing fields were approved in the meeting. 
Also, regarding the new fields, there were 
differences of opinion, and it was decided to 
re-submit a joint proposal to the respected 
specialized committee,” Manzour explained.

“In terms of how oil resources and 
revenues from oil sales should be considered 
in the budget bill, the government had a clear 
proposal that was decided to be discussed in 
a technical committee due to the issues that 
the representatives had with the proposal,” 
the PBO head added.

TEHRAN – Peak electricity consumption 
in Iran is expected to surpass 72,500 
megawatts (MW) in the coming days due 
to the increasing temperature across 
the country, Iranian Energy Ministry’s 
Spokesman for Electricity Industry Mostafa 
Rajabi Mashhadi said on Saturday.

“Last weekend, we had an increase in 
temperature in some parts of the country, 
and this trend is still continuing,” Rajabi 
Mashhadi told IRNA.

He called on people and industries to 
manage their electricity consumption in 
the coming days in order to prevent any 
disruption in the electricity network.

The official also announced that the Energy 
Ministry is implementing a program based on 

which all subscribers whose consumption is 
less than the figure for their previous year’s 
same period will be rewarded with discounts 
on their electricity bills.

Earlier this month, Iranian Energy Minister 
Ali-Akbar Mehrabian said the electricity 
consumption in the country broke the last 
year’s record by more than 3,000 MW this 
year.

“The amount of electricity consumption 
has been 6,000 megawatts more than the 
same period last year and 3,000 megawatts 
more than last year’s record,” the minister 
said.

Mehrabian said the consumption is 
expected to increase even further as the 
temperature is foreseen to go higher.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 33,281 points 
to 1.983 million on Saturday, which is the first 
day of Iranian calendar week.

As reported, over 7.436 billion securities 
worth 43.419 trillion rials (about $91 million) 
were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. The 
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and 
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB). 

From page 1    As reported, 
household appliances, foodstuff, 
steel, and petrochemical products 
are some of the commodity groups 
being showcased in this exhibition.

Introducing the Iranian 
industrialists to their Afghan 
counterparts can be an effective way 
to develop trade exchanges between 
the two countries, Ahmad Saeed 
Sideqi said on the sidelines of the 
exhibition.

Sediqifar for his part said the 
expansion of trade between Iran 
and Afghanistan benefits the two 
countries.

According to official statistics, 
the value of trade between Iran and 
Afghanistan has reached $2 billion 
annually.

Back in June, Hamidreza Karbalaie 
Esmaili, the head of the Iranian Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO)’s 
Afghan desk, traveled to Afghanistan 
to sign several important agreements 
for the development of trade relations 
between the two countries.

Esmaili’s visit to Afghanistan was 
aimed at improving trade relations 
between the two neighbors in the 
fields of technical and engineering 
services, pharmaceuticals and 
medical equipment, petrochemical 

products, food industry, etc.

During the visit, Esmaili met and held 
talks with the economic, commercial, 
and medical officials of the country, 
including the acting minister of public 
health, first deputy of the chamber of 
commerce and investment, director 
general of Afghanistan customs, deputy 
and senior advisor to the acting minister 
of trade, consul general of Iran in 
Herat, border guard commissioner, and 
director general of Dogharoun customs.

Following the talks, the two 
sides reached initial agreements 
for holding joint exhibitions and 
completing several infrastructure 
projects while deciding to begin 
negotiations on a preferential trade 
agreement and expanding customs 
cooperation.

During the talks, the parties 
prepared a list of 10 commodity 
items for the implementation of the 
first phase of the preferential trade 

agreement. The number of items will 
be increased in the near future.

Also, agreements were made 
regarding the formation of a joint 
industrial zone at the two countries’ 
border, with energy infrastructure 
being supplied by Iran and the 
investment for establishing the 
zone being provided by Afghan 
businessmen in collaboration with 
the Iranian private sector.

TEHRAN- Iran’s Ports and 
Maritime Organization (PMO), in a 
statement published on Saturday, 
condemned the actions of the U.S. 
and UK governments for hindering 
Iran to host the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) Parallel 
Event of World Maritime Day.

Reuters announced on Thursday 
that the United States has blocked 
Iran from hosting the annual meeting 
of the International Maritime 
Organization in October this year.

Reacting to this action, Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani said on Friday that the U.S. 
once again demonstrated its “coercive 
and arrogant nature” by hindering Iran 
to host the International Maritime 

Organization conference.

Strongly condemning the U.S. 
move, Kanaani said the American 
move, with a support by Britian, 
showed that there are no limits to 
the political exploitation of technical 
and specialized institutions of the 
United Nations by Washington, 
even if it lessens the international 
credibility of these organizations.

Also, the following is the text of 
the PMO statement reacting to this 
action:

“Statement of the Ports and 
Maritime Organization (PMO) of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran regarding the 
Prevention of IR Iran from Hosting IMO 
Parallel Event of World Maritime Day”

The Ports and Maritime Organization 

(PMO) as the duly authorized maritime 
administration of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran reacted against the actions of 
the Governments of the United States 
and United Kingdom in preventing 
the Iranian hosting of the IMO 
Parallel Event of World Maritime Day 
in 2023, and declared in an official 
statement: “Such an action is a clear 
sign of desperation and pettiness of 
a few treacherous and oppressive 
governments, and will not weaken 
the resolve of the Iranian government 
and nation, and the port and maritime 
community thereof, to participate 
actively in IMO activities and progress 
toward sea-based economy.”

According to the official news 
website of the PMO, the above 
statements continued: “The hosting 
of the mentioned event in October 
2023 was cancelled under the vain 
efforts of the American and British 
Governments, and the support of a 
few western governments foolishly 
following the U.S. Government, under 
groundless accusations that Iran 
intended to jeopardize maritime 
safety and security. That is while 
Iran as a undisputed regional power 
continuously strives to promote 
maritime safety and security, and 
protect the marine environment, 
as confirmed and commended by 
the IMO in 2011. The mentioned 
governments, however, have always 

resorted to threats, intimidation and 
even destructive operations, whether 
in territorial and regional waters 
or high seas, in order to violate the 
rights of this country to its vessels 
and cargos, against international laws, 
and disrupt such peaceful maritime 
commerce, while threatening safety 
and security of the seafarers.

It is our firm belief that such 
illegal, immoral and non-technical 
actions led by two oppressive 
governments, against an event 
of festivity and commendation of 
seafarers and maritime community, 
arises from their outrageous failures 
and fiascos in exerting economic 
pressure and sanctions against 
Iran, focusing on the petroleum 
and maritime industries, which 
further proves their evil intentions 
and desperation in the face of the 
honorable Iranian nation on one 
side, and their manipulation and 
abuse of international specialized 
and technical organizations for their 
political agendas on the other.

We are certain that such actions as a 
clear sign of desperation and pettiness 
of a few treacherous and oppressive 
governments, will not weaken the 
resolve of the Iranian government 
and nation, and the port and maritime 
community thereof, to participate 
actively in IMO activities and progress 
toward sea-based economy.” 

TEHRAN – Malek Rahmati 
has been appointed as the new 
head of the Iranian Privatization 
Organization (IPO), IRNA reported.

Iranian Finance and Economic 

Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi 
appointed Rahmati to the post 
replacing Hossein Qorbanzadeh.

Rahmati previously served 
in various positions including 

the deputy director of Astan 
Quds Razavi, head of the Razavi 
Economic Organization, member 
of the board of directors, and 
deputy head of the Kowsar 

Economic Organization. 

He also served in several other 

managerial positions at the 

Ministry of Interior.

TEHRAN- Hojatollah Abdolmaleki, the secretary 
of Iran’s Free Zones High Council, announced the 
desire of Iraq to establish a joint free zone with 
Iran and said the first joint free zone of the two 
countries will be set up by the end of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 20, 2024).

The prime minister of Iraq has considered an 
area in Iraq’s Wasit province near the Mehran 
border for the creation of a joint Iran-Iraq free 
zone, the studies of which are underway, the 
official announced.

Restating that the first joint free trade zone 
between Iran and Iraq will enter the operational 
stage by the end of the year, he added: “Iraqi 
investors are interested in exporting their goods 
to other places in order to meet their needs 
and develop trade by passing through Iran and 
accessing the Indian Ocean and open waters from 
Iran’s free and special economic zones.”

In an exclusive interview conducted by the Tehran 

Times in mid-June, the official said: “We have 
negotiated to set up joint zones with 18 neighboring 
and non-neighboring countries. These are the new 
generation of free zones in the world.”

Most of the countries are neighbors and some 
are non-neighbors like China and Uzbekistan, he 
added.

In relation to these zones, there are two 
main things: First, the rules of work for the 
entrepreneurs of the two countries will be the 
same there; and second, all laws of free zones 
will be according to international standards, the 
official stated.

Meanwhile, exchanging land and services is 
possible according to the laws, he added.

First of all, this work is an important model in 
nullifying the sanctions and secondly, it greatly 
facilitates the trade between Iran and those 
countries, Abdolmaleki further noted.

Three or four joint free zones will probably be 
established by the end of this year, the official 
announced.

Abdolmaleki also negotiated with the officials 
of the free trade and special economic zones of 
Uzbekistan about the establishment of a joint free 
zone between the two countries, during a two-day 
visit to Tashkent in late April.

He participated in the international investment 
meeting of Uzbekistan, which was held in the 
presence of the president and other high-
ranking officials of this country and heads of 
international and regional financial organizations 
and institutions.

By visiting several free and special zones 
of Uzbekistan, the Iranian official discussed 
the benefit and use of joint capacities and 
opportunities for investment and trade between 
the two countries.
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From page 1   You’ve got to 
persuade doubting politicians in 
other countries that, you know, 
that it’s worthwhile.”

Wallace added it was not 
the first time he had relayed 
to the Ukrainian government 
that Ukraine should not view its 
Western allies as an “Amazon” 
delivery service.

He also highlighted that he had 
observed Ukraine had a habit of, 
once it had obtained one type of 
weapon, immediately starting to 
lobby for another.

In response, Zelensky (a former 
comedian) mocked Wallace at the 
NATO summit in Lithuania.

Talking to reporters at a 
press conference, The Ukrainian 
President said, “I thought that we 
were always very grateful to the 
UK.” He then asked his defense 
minister, who was in the audience, 
to urgently phone Wallace and 
thank him again for his support. 
The remarks triggered laughter 
among the journalists.

Critics, at the time, argued the 
joke was not in taste at a time 
when a war is ruining the lives of 
Ukrainians and Europeans.

Reports suggest that there 
had been “very strong and 
harsh” telephone conversations 
between Ambassador Prystaiko 
and the government in Kyiv after 
he publicly accused Zelensky 
of “unhealthy sarcasm” in his 
response to Wallace.

Prystaiko, a veteran diplomat 
who previously served as his 
country’s Foreign Minister, said 
in an interview with Sky News 
“President Zelensky saying ‘Each 
and every morning we’ll wake 
up and call Ben Wallace to thank 
him’ – I don’t think that kind of 
sarcasm is healthy. I don’t think 
we need to show the Russians 
there is something between us. 
We’re working together, Ben can 
call me and tell me anything he 
wants to.”

Western media have cited 
diplomatic sources as saying 
that Prystaiko, who has been 
a key point of contact for the 
British government since Russia’s 

military operation in Ukraine 
began last year, was warned that 
he could be recalled to Ukraine 
and face strong disciplinary 
action, which could potentially 
include dismissal.

The Ukrainian government 
announced that Prystaiko had 
been fired by presidential decree, 
and that he had also been removed 
as the country’s representative 
to the International Maritime 
Organization. No reason was 
provided for his sacking.

Earlier this year, in an interview 
with Newsweek, Prystaiko had 
also spoken about heavy civilian 
losses due to Russian shelling, 
using the phrase “People were 
dying in the interest of the West.”

The controversy of British 
arms delivery to Ukraine has also 
seen Wallace announcing that he 
will be stepping down from his 
post as defense secretary and 
leaving politics altogether at the 
next election, without providing 
a reason for his upcoming 
resignation.

Allies of Wallace have criticized 
Rishi Sunak, saying the British 
Prime Minister should have stood 
up for his defense secretary.

However, Wallace was not the 
only Western official to raise the 
issue of Ukrainian gratitude at 
the NATO summit. U.S. National 
Security adviser Jake Sullivan also 
stated that “the American people 
do deserve a degree of gratitude” 
after being questioned about 

Zelensky’s remarks.

The U.S. has provided Ukraine 
with more than $40 billion dollars 
of assistance, the majority of 
which has been military aid.

The UK is the second largest 
contributor of weapons to Ukraine 
after the United States.

The development comes as a 
report by the Defense Department 
inspector general says criminals, 
volunteer fighters and arms 
traffickers in Ukraine had stolen 
Western-provided weapons and 
equipment intended for Ukrainian 
troops last year.

According to two American 
news outlets, quoting the 
inspector general’s report, the 
Defense Department’s ability 
to track and monitor all of the 
U.S. equipment pouring into 
Ukraine, as required by law under 
the Arms Export Control Act, 
faced “challenges” because of 
the limited U.S. presence in the 
country.

The report reflects a similar 
case in Syria, when the West 
poured weapons into the hands 
of militant groups, who were 
fighting the government of 
Bashar al-Assad, but ended up in 
the hands of terrorists and the 
same militants who used them 
to unleash a massive terrorism 
campaign in the country.

Tens of thousands of civilians 
were killed as a result, many of 
them women and children.

Sullivan has acknowledged 

“risks” involved in the delivery of 
weapons to Ukraine.

“One caricature is that the 
administration is sitting around, 
you know, unwilling to provide 
things because we’re worried 
about the Russians … We have 
been prepared to take risks, and 
we will continue to be prepared 
to take risks to provide support 
to Ukraine,” the national security 
advisor to President Biden told a 
press briefing.  

Sullivan also claimed, “It is 
responsible for every member of 
NATO and for the United States 
to think about the Russian 
reaction when we choose to do 
something because that matters 
for our security and management 
of global stability. So don’t be 
paralyzed by it. Consider it and 
then make decisions accordingly.”

In televised remarks to the 
Russian Security Council, Putin 
said Ukraine’s long-awaited 
counteroffensive, launched to 
push Russian troops back in the 
south and east of Ukraine, is 
failing despite the huge military 
and financial support from 
Western countries.

“The whole world can see that 
the supposedly impregnable 
(military) equipment that the 
West boasted about is on fire, and 
by its tactical-technical data, (they 
can see) it is often even inferior 
to some Soviet-made weapons. 
Yes, of course, additional Western 
armaments can be supplied 
and thrown into battle. This, of 
course, causes us certain damage 
and prolongs the conflict,” Putin 
declared.

The Russian leader added that 
as a result of “suicidal attacks”, 
Ukraine’s armed forces have 
suffered massive losses, with tens 
of thousands of soldiers killed. 
He argued the U.S. is seeking 
to weaken Europe on behalf of 
America’s hegemonic goals.   

The Russian president also 
alluded that public opinion in 
Europe is turning against the 
unlimited waste of money and 
Western measures in support of 
Kyiv.  

Intolerant Zelensky sacks 
ambassador to UK amid arms row
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Israeli forces shoot 
and kill Palestinian 
motorist 
 Israeli Occupying Forces (IOF) on Saturday 

shot and killed a Palestinian in the northern 
West Bank — the latest in an ongoing surge 
of violence that has gripped the region. 

IOF claimed that two Palestinian men tried 
to drive a car into soldiers at Sebastia near 
the city of Nablus in the occupied West Bank, 
around midnight, but the claim could not be 
verified. Soldiers opened fire, killing one and 
wounding the other. The Palestinian Ministry 
of Health identified the young man killed 
as Fawzi Makhalfeh, 18. Palestinian media 
quoted the victims’ family as saying the 
two did not target soldiers but that they 
were ambushed while driving and their car 
was riddled with bullets.

N. Korea fires 
several cruise 
missiles into sea as 
tensions soar
North Korea has fired several cruise 

missiles towards the sea to the west of the 
Korean Peninsula, South Korea’s military 
said, marking the second missile launch 
in apparent protest over the arrival of a 
nuclear-armed United States submarine at a 
South Korean port. 

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said on 
Saturday the launches were detected beginning 
at about 4am local time (19:00 Friday GMT).

“Our military has bolstered surveillance 
and vigilance while closely cooperating with 
the United States and maintaining a firm 
readiness posture,” the JCS said, according to 
South Korea’s Yonhap News Agency.

Denmark: Another 
incident of Quran 
burning
A Danish far-right anti-Islam group on 

Friday burned a copy of the holy Quran in 
front of the Iraqi embassy in Copenhagen. 

An Anadolu Agency correspondent said 

that members of the group, which calls 
itself “Danske Patrioter” (Danish Patriots), 
waved anti-Islam banners and chanted 
insulting slogans against Islam. 

Followers of the group threw the Iraqi flag 
and the Quran on the ground and stomped 
on them. They also posted a live video on the 
group’s Facebook account of the attack that 
targeted the Quran. 

The group said it carried out the attack in 
protest against the attack on the Swedish 
embassy in Baghdad.

The group carried out its attack amid 
strict security measures taken by the police. 

It is noteworthy that the group had 
previously attacked the holy Quran and the 
Turkish flag in front of the Turkish embassy 
in Copenhagen last January.

2 suspects arrested 
over killing of 
senior WFP official 
in Yemen
Yemeni police on Saturday arrested two 

suspects in the killing of a senior World Food 
Program official the previous day, authorities 
said. 

Ten others were also detained for their 
alleged involvement in the killing of Moayad 
Hameidi, who had recently arrived in the 
country to take the post of the head of the 
World Food Program in the southwestern 
province of Taiz. 

Taiz police did not provide further details. 

On Friday, two gunmen riding on a 
motorbike shot Hameidi in the town of 
Turbah. He died shortly after reaching a 
hospital. The attackers fled the scene. 

Hameidi, a Jordanian, was the latest aid 
worker to be killed in Yemen, which has been 
embroiled in a civil war since 2014. He had 
just arrived in Taiz a few days ago to assume 
his role as head of the WFP office in the 
province. 

“The loss of our colleague is a profound 
tragedy for our organization and the 
humanitarian community,” said Richard 
Ragan, WFP’s director in Yemen. “Any 
loss of life in humanitarian service is an 
unacceptable tragedy.”

WORLD HEADLINES

By Martin Love
“For the U.S. and its NATO allies, these past 

18 months have been a strategic windfall, at 
relatively low cost (other than for the Ukrainians). 
The West’s most reckless antagonist has been 
rocked. NATO has grown much stronger with 
the additions of Finland and Sweden. Germany 
has weaned itself from dependence of Russian 
energy and, in many ways, rediscovered its sense 
of values. NATO squabbles make headlines, but 
overall it has been a triumphal summer for the 
alliance.”

This above is what passes for “honest” 
commentary in the Washington Post. This 
is what the mainstream media in the U.S. 
essentially tells the beleaguered American 
people nowadays. If it were not such a raft of lies, 
it would be quite funny. It’s nothing but lies. This 
demonstrates how corrupted the mainstream 
media has become as a cheerleader for the 
American hegemony and Empire. Perhaps it’s 
obvious to say that losers often cling to any 
fantasy to convince themselves and others they 
are not losing. But consider.

The proxy war on Russia through Ukraine 
was long in the making. Especially since the 
coup in 2014 and actually several years earlier. 
All it required was the U.S. provoking Russia so 
rabidly that Russia invaded Ukraine and it did 
so last year primarily because Ukrainians under 
Zelensky had already murdered some 14,000 of 
its own citizens in Ukraine’s east. Most of the 
dead happened to be Russian speakers.

Look at the Washington Post’s assertions. 
Russia “rocked”? (The Russian economy is doing 
okay, two percent growth, ruble stable, and 
it has allegedly ample “supplies” to maintain 
the war effort on the Zelensky regime to 
neutralize Ukraine. NATO stronger? Not sure 
on that even with Sweden and Finland sucked 
in. There are some cracks in NATO despite the 
additions. Germany energy is secure paying 

multiples more for US LNG especially? Sense 
of “values” recovered in Germany as it is de-
industrialized when all Germany WAS doing 
was buying cheap Russian natural gas and 
prospering? “Triumphal” summer when it’s 
clear the Ukrainians have all but lost the proxy 
war with an estimated 350,000 soldiers dead or 
defunct and the Ukrainian army allegedly low on 
ammo even after the US and vassals sent them 
well over $150 billion in arms and ammo? This is 
much more than Russia’s entire defense budget 
pre-war anyway.

The primary question now is what is going 
to take to force the U.S. mainstream media 
to tell the truth to the American people and 
accept reality: that the proxy war on Russia is 
the greatest failure of U.S. policy ever (worse 
than the wars on Vietnam or Iraq), having 
wrecked Europe, having helped bankrupt the 
U.S. morally and financially, having encouraged 
de-dollarization across the Global South and 
the imminent rise of BRICS plus with perhaps 
the addition of a gold backed trading currency, 
and above all the loss of U.S. credibility,  respect 
and even Empire. Not to mention what this is 
going to do to average Americans: significant 
loss of American living standards which have 
anyway been eroding slowly for decades. 
Certainly the highest water mark for the U.S. in 
the last century probably occurred in 1991 when 
the USSR had disintegrated, but successive 
U.S. administrations completely wrecked 

the advantages it had with this “gift” from 
Russia which had earlier overextended itself in 
Afghanistan, too.

As the American novelist and Nobel Prize 
winner Ernest Hemingway wrote in the 1920s 
about how bankruptcy occurs in a famous quote 
from his first novel — “slowly, then all at once”. 
The U.S. as a whole has about reached the “all 
at once” phase in this process. But note that 
psychopath Neocon Victoria Nuland is going to 
South Africa just before the BRICS summit later 
in August. No doubt she will arrive with threats 
and above all try to kill any move by BRICS 
nations to create the alleged new trade currency 
which will de-dollarize much of the world’s 
population and create high inflation in the U.S. 
as dollars return home, no longer needed. South 
Africa should NOT give Nuland a visa to visit. She 
is largely responsible for the Ukraine mess, too.

There is, however, one slug of good news 
and it may involve Apartheid Israel becoming 
accountable for its many human rights and war 
abuses. The International Criminal Court (ICC) 
in the Hague is allegedly set to unveil an online 
electronic platform to allow the Palestinians 
and other victims to sue the “Israelis” who 
commit war crimes. The platform will allegedly 
enable people to submit multimedia complaints 
to the ICC. But what the ICC ought to do is simply 
charge Israeli leaders like Netanyahu with war 
crimes and more, or better the entire country 
with the devastating crime of Apartheid. If the 
ICC can create any charge against Vladimir Putin 
as it has done, who looks heroic to most of the 
globe, NOT going after Israeli leaders just shows 
total hypocrisy and the degree to which the U.S. 
and allies have “captured” the ICC.

The proxy war on Russia is the greatest failure 
of U.S. policy ever, having wrecked Europe, 
having helped bankrupt the U.S. morally and 
financially, having encouraged de-dollarization 
across the Global South.

The U.S. mainstream media is desperate with lies…

Zelensky mocked UK over weapons supply

Hundreds attempt to storm Baghdad’s 
Green Zone over Quran burning
Hundreds of people in Baghdad have 

attempted to storm the city’s Green Zone, a 
heavily fortified area with a number of foreign 
embassies and the seat of Iraq’s government. 

Nearly 1,000 protesters were dispersed 
by security forces early on Saturday, in 
reaction to reports of a Quran burning that 
took place a day earlier by a far-right group 
in front of the Iraqi embassy in Denmark.

Demonstrators chanted in support of 
influential Iraqi Shia religious and political 

leader Muqtada al-Sadr, carrying images 
of the leader and flags associated with his 
movement, alongside the Iraqi flag. 

“Yes, yes to the Quran!” shouted the 
protesters, many of them young men. 

Security forces blocked the Jumhuriya 
bridge leading to the Green Zone, which 
prevented the protesters from reaching the 
Danish embassy. 

Another protest is planned for later in the 
day.



TEHRAN - Bastam and Kharghan 
may be hidden gems for sightseers 
seeking an off-the-beaten-path ad-
venture.

Whether you’re a history buff, a 
nature lover, or simply looking for an 
authentic cultural experience, these 
remarkable cities are sure to leave 
an indelible mark on your travel 
memories.

Located in Semnan province, 
north-central Iran, Bastam and 
Kharghan boast a legacy dating 
back over a thousand years, evident 
in their awe-inspiring architectural 
marvels. Their significant historical 
and architectural sites have earned 
them a well-deserved spot on UNES-
CO’s Tentative List of World Heritage 
Sites in 2007.

At the heart of Bastam lies the 
world-renowned Shrine of Bayazid 
Bastami, a revered Sufi saint. The 
magnificent complex is decorat-
ed with intricate mosaics, colorful 
tiles, and beautifully carved stones, 
demonstrating the intricate crafts-
manship of the early Islamic era.

As mentioned by the UN Cultur-
al Body, the assemblage comprises 
the complex of Sheikh Bayazid Bas-
tami, the Chief Mosque, the towered 
dome of Kashaneh, and a part of the 
old wall of the city. The complex of 
Sheikh Bayazid Bastami comprises 
the grave of Sheikh Bayazid Basta-
mi, one of the five elevated Sufis in 
the world. For the same reason, from 
the 19th century onward, several im-
portant properties have been con-
structed around it. The oldest prop-
erty of the complex dates back to the 
8th and 9th centuries CE.

UNESCO says the authenticity and 
integrity of the ensembles have been 
kept for one thousand years, adding 
the complex of Sheikh Bayazid Bast-
ami can be compared with other reli-
gious complexes in the Islamic world 
but its remarkable issue is that it has 
had a regular trend of development 
through a millennium.

Visitors to Kharghan may wander 
through an ancient citadel, which 
has stood strong for centuries. This 
imposing structure is an excellent 
example of Persian fortress archi-
tecture and offers panoramic views 
of the surrounding landscapes from 
its walls. There is also a haven of 
tranquility and spiritual significance; 
Jameh Mosque of Kharghan, which 
embraces elegant Islamic motifs and 
stunning calligraphy.

The vibrant local culture of Bas-

tam and Kharghan is deeply rooted 
in Iran’s literary and artistic tradi-
tions. Visit the local craft market in 
Bastam to see handcrafted tapes-
tries, traditional pottery, and exqui-
site textiles that testify to the excep-
tional skill of local artisans.

Get a taste of traditional Persian 
cuisine at local restaurants, where 
you can sample mouth-watering 
dishes such as grilled meats, saf-
fron-soaked rice, and aromatic Per-
sian stews. Don’t miss the chance to 
sip a cup of Iranian tea, famous for 
its unique aroma and taste, while 
having a friendly chat with the locals 
eager to share their stories and tra-
ditions.

In addition to their historical ap-
peal, Bastam and Kharghan are nes-
tled among breathtaking natural 
landscapes. Serenity and peace can 

be found in the picturesque valley, 
surrounded by rugged mountains 
and green meadows. Moreover, it is 
possible to take a stroll along the 
crystal clear rivers or hike along the 
nearby trails to immerse yourself in 
this enchanting, natural paradise.

You may explore the Kharghan salt 
cave, a natural wonder formed over 
millions of years. The cave is famous 
for the spectacular salt crystals 
lining the walls, creating a surre-
al atmosphere. Marvel as you walk 
through the underground chambers, 
gazing at the shimmering forma-
tions illuminated by dim lights.

Whenever embark on your jour-
ney to Bastam and Kharghan, be 
prepared to be mesmerized by their 
rich history, soak up the area’s nat-
ural beauty, and experience the true 
warmth of the locals.

TEHRAN – On Saturday, a scientific research 
center dedicated to desert studies was officially 
inaugurated in the Shahdad region of Iran’s Ker-
man province.

Shahdad region of the UNESCO-registered Lut 
desert is home to shifting sands, salt plains, me-
teorite fields, and rocky terrain, which offers visi-
tors breathtaking vistas and unparalleled serenity 
of the intact nature and wilderness.

Addressing the inauguration ceremony, Ker-
man’s tourism chief said Shahdad is one of the 
most important gateways to the Lut Desert.

“More attention should be devoted to the Shah-
dad region, which is a top destination for domestic 
and international travelers,” Fereydoun Fa’ali said.

The official said upgrading tourism facilities is 
on the agenda for the Shahdad region. “Currently, 

many tourists visit Shahdad attractions, and for-
tunately, we do not face any problems with their 
accommodation,” the official added.

With the launch of this scientific center, local 
people and tourists will get to know more about 
the Lut desert and its wonders, Fa’ali said.

“We want to provide better conditions for the 
presence of sightseers in the Shahdad region as 
it is of special importance in the field of tourism.”

Shahdad has long been a destination for adven-
turers, nature lovers, off-roaders, and trekkers. 
It is home to giant dunes (locally called kaluts), 
shifting sands, salt plains, meteorite fields and 
rocky terrain, which offers visitors breathtaking 
vistas and unparalleled serenity of the intact na-
ture and wilderness.

Also called Dasht-e Lut (“Emptiness Plain”), the 

salt desert is encircled by the provinces of Kerman 
and Sistan- Baluchestan, and South Khorasan. 
Seven years of satellite temperature data ana-
lyzed by NASA showed Lut was the hottest spot on 
Earth, with a temperature of 70.7°C in 2005.

The scorching desert is one of the top areas 
in the world for finding meteorites, thanks to its 
unique parameters. In recent years, significant 
finds have been made, with the efforts of national 
and international teams of researchers.

Lut is situated in an interior basin surrounded 
by mountains, so it is in a rain shadow and, cou-
pled with high temperatures, the climate is hy-
per-arid. A steep north-south pressure gradient 
develops across the region in spring and summer, 
causing strong winds to blow across the area be-
tween June and October each year.

As Europe swelters in a heat wave, and the cli-
mate crisis accelerates, many travelers are look-
ing towards trains rather than polluting planes. 
But those wanting to make their travel more car-
bon-conscious face hefty bills. According to a new 
report, taking a long-distance train in Europe can 
cost nearly 30 times as much as flying.

The report, compiled by environmental cam-
paign group Greenpeace, compared the cost of 

flight and train tickets on 112 European routes on 
nine different dates.

Train tickets were double the cost of flying, on 
average, while train journeys from the UK to Eu-
rope, which involves taking the often-expensive 
Eurostar to the continent, were four times the 
price of flying on average. The same went for 
Spain, which has a high-speed rail network with 
four competing brands. Flights were cheaper than 

trains on 71% of the routes analyzed.

There were also some shocking price hikes. Look-
ing at a last-minute trip from London to Barcelona 
in May, booking two days ahead of travel, the cost of 
the train was 384 euros (about $430) compared to 
12.99 euros for the Ryanair flight – making the train 
29.6 times more expensive than the plane.

(Source: CNN) 

Yazd (AFP) – Tall, chimney-like towers rise 
from centuries-old adobe houses in Iran’s 
desert city of Yazd, drawing in a pleasant 
breeze for residents of one of the hottest cit-
ies on earth.

The wind catchers, called badgirs in Per-
sian, are just one of the engineering marvels 
inhabitants have developed in this ancient city 
in central Iran -- where temperatures reach 
well over 40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) 
in the summer.

And, unlike energy-guzzling air-condition-
ers, they’re cost and carbon-free.

“For centuries, before we had electricity, 
they made it possible to cool dwellings,” said 
Abdolmajid Shakeri, the provincial deputy of 
Iran’s cultural heritage and tourism ministry.

The oldest of the city’s 700 wind catchers 
dates back to the 14th century, but the archi-
tectural feature is believed to date back as far 
as 2,500 years when the Persian Empire ruled 
over much of the Middle East (West Asia).

“The badgirs played a key role in the city’s 
prosperity,” said Shakeri about the desert city 
that was a caravan stop on the ancient Silk 
Road.

“Thanks to them, people lived at ease,” he 
added, describing how the wind catchers pull 
fresh air into buildings and allow hot air to 
ventilate out through large vertical slots.

Majid Oloumi, the head of Dowlatabad 
garden, home to a towering 33-metre (100 
foot) wind catcher -- one of the tallest in the 
world   described the cooling method as “to-
tally clean because it uses neither electricity 
nor polluting materials”.

UNESCO listed Yazd as a World Heritage Site 
in 2017, describing the city as a “living testi-
mony to intelligent use of limited available 
resources in the desert for survival”.

The bioclimatic architecture which provides 
thermal comfort for the people of Yazd has 
attracted interest elsewhere on a heating 
planet.

“Badgirs demonstrate that simplicity can be 
an essential attribute to sustainability,” said 
Paris-based architect Roland Dehghan Ka-
maraji, who has studied Iran’s wind catchers.

“It goes against the common misconception 
that sustainable solutions need to be complex 
or high-tech.”

At a sustainable urban community called 
Masdar city in the United Arab Emirates, 
buildings have been “designed to make use of 
the natural ventilation for cooling, like badg-
irs,” he said.

Similarly, ventilation inspired by “termite 
mounds, an approach similar to that of bad-
girs” were built atop Eastgate Centre, a shop-
ping mall and office complex in Harare, Zim-
babwe.

However, Yazd’s unique architectural tra-
ditions have largely been abandoned at their 
birthplace.

“Unfortunately, our ancestral heritage has 
been forgotten,” especially since the emer-
gence of air conditioners, said Oloumi.

Yazd’s old town is a labyrinth of narrow 
streets and roofed alleyways. Its centu-
ries-old edifices made of clay, mud-brick and 
adobe all provide insulation against the torrid 
heat.

But the old houses stand in sharp contrast 
to modern cement buildings and multi-lane 
roads.

“Today, house architecture imitates that in 
other countries, and cement-based construc-
tion does not correspond to the climate of 
Yazd,” he added.

Kamaraji says bioclimatic architecture has 
waned due to economic constraints and mod-
ern construction methods that “largely favour 
the use of energy and fossil fuel intensive ma-
terials”.

  Old but effective
Another sustainable architectural feature of 

Yazd is its system of underground aqueducts 
called qanats, which transport water from un-
derground wells, aquifers or the mountains.

“These underground aqueducts have great 
utility,” said Zohreh Montazer, an expert on 
the water system. “They constitute a source 
of water supply and make it possible to cool 
the dwellings and to preserve food at an ideal 
temperature.”

Iran is estimated to have around 33,000 op-
erational qanats today, a significant drop from 
the 50,000 in use in the mid-20th century.

UNESCO says the decline in qanats is driven 
in part by the drying up of underground water 
sources due to overconsumption.

Iranian authorities have in recent years 
sought to rehabilitate the qanat of Zarch -- 
considered the longest and oldest, dating to 
some 3,000 years ago.

The water network -- which stretches over 
70 kilometres across Yazd, and runs at a depth 
of around 30 metres -- stands as a reminder 
for Yazd’s residents of the challenges ahead.

“The day when fossil fuels run out,” said 
Montazer, “we will have to return to these 
methods.”

TEHRAN – A selection of five centuries-old 
plane trees standing in the Kashan county of Isfa-
han province has recently gained national status.

“Five plane trees, each dating more than 500 
years, have recently been added to Iran’s nation-
al list of natural heritage,” kashan’s tourism chief 
Ahmad Danai said.

For millennia, many gardens in Iran have com-
bined the wonder of nature with the aesthet-
ic qualities of art and architecture to create a 
symbol that represents heaven on Earth. UNES-
CO describes the Persian garden as an idea that 
combines natural elements with man-made com-
ponents to realize the concept of Eden or heaven 
on earth.

In 2011, a selection of nine Iranian gardens, 

bearing important architectural, traditional and 
cultural elements, was jointly inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List under the title “The 
Persian Garden.”

The Persian Garden, as a genuine concept, is 
deeply rooted in time and interweaves natural ele-
ments with manmade components to embody the 
idea of creating a paradise on Earth using artistic, 
philosophical, figurative, and religious notions.

According to UNESCO, the flawless design of 
the Persian Garden, along with its ability to re-
spond to extreme climatic conditions, is the result 
of an inspired and intelligent application of dif-
ferent fields of knowledge, i.e. technology, water 
management, engineering, architecture, botany, 
and agriculture.
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Iran’s ancient ‘wind catchers’ beat the 
heat naturally

Five long-lived trees in Kashan made 
national heritage

Bastam and Kharghan: glimpses into 
Iran’s ancient splendor

Center for desert studies inaugurated near  
UNESCO-designated Lut Desert

Train fares are up to 30 times more expensive than planes in 
Europe, says Greenpeace

100 Iranian villages to be shortlisted for tourism development

TEHRAN —100 lesser-known Ira-
nian villages will be shortlisted for 
tourism development to help boost 
local economies and reverse the flow 
of people into the cities.

To achieve that goal, Iran’s Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts has embarked on a 
partnership with the Islamic Revolu-
tion Housing Foundation to improve 

living standards and quality of life, 
Mehr reported on Saturday.

“A joint working group has been 
tasked to select 100 villages for the 
scheme, which will be implemented 
with the help of the Islamic Revo-
lution Housing Foundation,” said Ali 
Darabi, the deputy tourism minister.

Over the past few years, more and 
more visitors are looking for some-
thing different, such as spending a 
day in the quiet countryside, picking 
fresh fruit, watching rice grow, fish-
ing by the sea, eating traditional food 
or even staying with the locals.

The World Tourism Organization 
considers rural tourism to be a type 
of activity in which the visitor’s ex-
perience is linked to a wide range of 
products typically associated with 
activities related to nature, agricul-
ture, rural lifestyle, culture, fishing, 
and tourism. This type of tourism 

also has characteristics such as low 
population density, mainly agricul-
tural and forestry landscape, social 
structure, and traditional way of life.

The UN agency aims to highlight 
the “uniqueness” of each village to 
make tourism a vehicle for further 
development in rural areas. “We 
wanted to recognize the uniqueness 
of each village and highlight the best 
initiatives to make tourism a vehicle 
for a better future in the countryside. 
As we restart tourism, we try not to 
leave anyone – and no village – left 
behind,” said UNWTO Secretary-Gen-
eral Zurab Pololikashvili.

Experts believe that the ultimate 
goal of the growth and development 
of the rural tourism industry is to en-
hance local economic activity, but in 
the long run, for this to happen, it is 
important to maintain a healthy envi-
ronment and expand its capacity.



TEHRAN - Mohammad Mojabi, CEO of Agri-
cultural Services Holding Company, has said 
all three categories of economically import-
ant fish in the Caspian Sea, including bony 
fish, kilka fish, and cartilaginous fish, are at 
risk of extinction

“Due to years of experience in the Environ-
mental Protection Organization and the Ira-
nian Fisheries Organization, I have a special 
interest in the issues of the Caspian Sea, the 
world’s largest lake, which is facing pollution 
crises and climate change. “

This has led to the emergence of the great-
est threats to the valuable ecosystem’s living 
organisms, so that all three categories of 
economically important fish in this lake, in-
cluding bony fish, kilka fish, and cartilaginous 
fish, are at risk of extinction, he said on July 
18 to mark the Caviar Day.

Among the bony fish, valuable species 
such as Caspian trout, freshwater bream, and 
Perch are not accessible, and if the breeding 
and release of Kuttum and Grey mullet were 
not done, the cooperatives would remain un-
productive, he added.

On the other hand, the entry of Warty comb 
jelly (Mnemiopsis leidyi) into the ecosystem 
has seriously affected three species of kilka 
fish (ordinary, large-eyed, and anchovy) and 
put the valuable living fossil at risk of ex-
tinction to the point that all its species are in 
serious danger, and if effective measures are 
not taken for breeding and releasing stur-
geon fry, the situation would become much 
more critical.

The entry of caviar fish breeders opens a 
window of hope for improving the situation. 

This year, during the fishing season, it is nec-
essary that the bycatch caviar fish, caught 
in traps, be transported to breeding and re-
lease centers with the best possible facili-
ties, including caviar fish ambulances, and 
be operated on with the latest technology of 
micro-cesarean section to prevent fish mor-
tality.

This important measure is fully achiev-
able with the presence of fisheries science 
experts. The company plans to jointly invest 
with the private sector in the port of Kiashahr, 
northern Gilan province, which has a history 
of more than a century and a half of activity 
in the caviar industry.

The company plans to establish a nation-
al caviar museum and finally launch a cavi-
ar exchange at a global level to preserve the 
branding of caviar.

Additionally, the specialized holding com-
pany plans to utilize its fishing grounds in 
collaboration with the private sector for 
breeding caviar fish and rearing immature 
fish.

TEHRAN – Mangrove forests are rich eco-
systems that support the planet and humanity 
in unique ways by providing conditions for fish 
growth, storing carbon, and fighting floods. They 
are able to store about 6 to 8 tons of carbon per 
hectare of soil per year.

Located in the middle of the land and the ma-
rine ecosystem, the Mangrove forests are a suit-
able habitat for all kinds of aquatic animals and 
birds.

Protecting beaches from floods and tsunamis, 
preventing coastal erosion, supporting the nu-
trient cycle in water, suitable habitats for plants 
and animals, producing oxygen due to photosyn-
thesis, providing resin and tannin raw materials, 
a food source for fish and shrimp, the use of the 
genes of these trees in biotechnology as genetic 
resources, medicinal properties, beauty, and nat-
ural landscape and tourist attraction are some of 
the benefits of mangrove forests.

Yet mangroves are disappearing three to five 
times faster than overall global forest losses, 
with serious ecological and socio-economic im-
pacts. Current estimates indicate that mangrove 
coverage has been divided by two in the past 40 
years.

Due to the importance of these trees, in 2015, 
UNESCO designated July 26 as the International Day 
for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem, 
to raise awareness of the integral role of mangrove 
ecosystems and to promote solutions for their con-
servation, sustainable management, and utility.

 Challenges facing Persian valuable Hara
The forests, covering an area of 27,310 hectares 

in southern Iran, are one of the most valuable 
forest ecosystems in the world, which are under 
threat due to various pollutants.

There are 107 species of mangroves, two of 
which grow in Iran, called Hara and Chandel. The 
forests are distributed in three provinces of Hor-
mozgan, Sistan-Baluchestan, and Bushehr.

In 1972, mangrove-covered lands were nation-
ally managed as protected areas. In 1976, it was 
accepted and registered as a biosphere reserve. 
In 1977, the pristine areas of mangrove forests, 

flower gardens, and streams in the Strait of Khu-
ran were registered as important wetlands of in-
ternational value (Ramsar site).

The RAMSAR Convention, an international 
treaty, was adopted in 1971. Ramsar Wetlands are 
sites inscribed on the List of Wetlands of Interna-
tional Importance (the “Ramsar List”) under the 
Convention on Wetlands.

Controlling coastal erosion means preventing 
the destruction of beaches against waves and 
storms, stabilizing sedimentation and prevent-
ing its movement with a special root system, and 
protecting coral reefs are important features of 
the mangrove forest in maintaining the biodiver-
sity of the region, and the mangrove forest pro-
vides the habitat needs of aquatic animals so that 
many aquatic species spend their initial stages of 
growth and reproduction in these forests.

While according to the existing laws, any de-
struction and pollution of the wetland are pro-
hibited and the forest areas of the country cannot 
be handed over to natural and legal persons, the 
Khorbardestan Dayyer wetland and its mangrove 
forests are facing serious danger due to the con-
struction of roads and the establishment of the 
shrimp breeding site.

The environmental activists of the region say that 
such an action and the creation of any structure will 
prevent fresh water from reaching the mangrove 
forests and will lead to its depletion. The construc-
tion in the tidal range of the mangrove zone should 
be stopped and we should not cause the migration 
of birds from the area forever.

TEHRAN - The United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) has support-
ed the implementation of development projects 
for less advantaged students in the country.

The construction of new classrooms and new 
water distribution networks in vulnerable areas 
were among the projects that were carried out in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Energy, the UNICEF website reported.

 Newly built classrooms

In the 2022-2023 school year that began on Sep-
tember 22, the number of refugee students in Iran 
was 670,000, with over a 30 percent increase com-
pared to the previous year, according to the report.

This increase in the number of non-Iranian stu-
dents, which is mostly in less advantaged areas, 
has brought about some challenges for the educa-
tion department including a lack of physical space.

Expanding educational space is a way to deal 
with this problem and improve the quality of ed-
ucation.

To this end, the Ministry of Education, in col-
laboration with Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Im-
migrants Affairs (BAFIA) and Relief International, 
UNICEF supported the construction and equip-
ment of ten classrooms across five schools with 
high numbers of refugee students in Khorasan 
Razavi and Sistan-Baluchestan provinces.

One of the missions of UNICEF is to give all chil-
dren equal access to education no matter what 
their status and situation is. 

UNICEF support along with the funds provided 
by the European Civil Protection and Humanitarian 
Aid Operations (ECHO) help the children in these 
areas have access to new classrooms and latrines 
in the next academic year.

 clean water

In an effort to ensure access to safe water for 
children and their families in South Khorasan 
Province, UNICEF supported the construction of a 
new water distribution network in four villages in 
the Kalate Shab region.

Collaborating with the Ministry of Energy and 

Water and Wastewater Company, this initiative 
will benefit 548 people living in these villages.

The existing water supply network was in dis-
repair. The devastating impacts of droughts and 
floods in recent years further underscored the 
importance of a comprehensive renovation of the 
water distribution system.

To achieve this, a 4-kilometer water feeder 
line, a 6-kilometer distribution network, and 85 
household branches were successfully executed.

Through these infrastructure improvements, 
UNICEF ensures that children and their families 
have reliable access to clean water, a fundamental 
right for every child.

Access to safe water, along with basic sanita-
tion facilities and good hygiene practices, contrib-
utes to children’s well-being and provides them 
with a healthier start in life.

Similar endeavors have been supported by 
UNICEF in Iran in recent months, including the 
rehabilitation and construction of WASH facilities 
in the Torbateh Jam refugee settlement, water 
supply network rehabilitation in Moshkont village 
in Sistan-Baluchestan province, execution of the 
main water feeder line in Niatak refugee settle-
ment, and the establishment of water distribution 
networks in Golestan province.

In May, Robin Nandy, the representative of the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Iran, 
said the country’s comprehensive program for the 
protection of refugee children is encouraging.

Making investments in programs and services 
to better care for and support children affected 
by migration and asylum will reduce costs in the 
future, he added.

Emphasizing the important role of non-governmen-
tal organizations in supporting refugee and immigrant 
children and teenagers, Nandy expressed hope that 
holding educational workshops will lead to the promo-
tion of children’s rights and justice for children.

In June 2020, UNICEF and the Ministry of Energy 
signed a joint work plan on improving the Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) infrastructure for 
children of Iran, especially during emergencies.

TEHRAN – Iran and Bolivia 
have emphasized the need to 
set up a joint working group in 
order to expand cooperation in 
the fields of science and tech-
nology.

Iranian Vice President for Sci-
ence and Technology, Rouhollah 
Dehqani Firouzabadi, and Boliv-
ian Defense Minister Edmundo 
Novillo Aguilar met in Tehran on 
Friday, IRIB reported.

While expressing his surprise 
at Iran’s scientific and techno-
logical advances in the two fields 
of medicine and nanotechnology, 
the Bolivian official announced 
interest in developing coopera-
tion in various fields of science 
and technology with Iran.

Dehqani Firouzabadi, for his 
part, said the expansion of coop-
eration in the field of technology 
and knowledge-based econo-
my with Latin America is on the 

agenda.

Over the past couple of 
years, the concept of a ‘knowl-
edge-based company’ has 
changed to a ‘knowledge-based 
society’, meaning that support-
ing knowledge-based compa-
nies will lead to many social and 
economic advantages for the 
public.

The Leader reemphasized the 
importance of boosting domes-
tic production, as he had done 
in past years, saying the reason 
he placed so much emphasis 
on production was “because 
it boosts economic growth, it 
creates employment, it reduces 
inflation, it increases per capita 
income and it improves public 
welfare.”

To this end, the Vice Presidency 
for Science and Technology has 
executed and supported sever-
al projects toward the goal of 

boosting knowledge-based pro-
duction.

Moreover, the development 
of an innovation ecosystem is 
on the agenda, according to 
which 65 houses of innovation 
have been set up across the 
country.

According to the Global Inno-
vation Index (GII 2022) report, 
Iran is the second most innova-
tive country in the Central and 
South Asian region and the third 
among low-middle income coun-
tries.

Iran ranked 53rd in the world 
with 7 steps up compared to 
2021.

According to the 2022 GII, 
Switzerland, the United States of 
America, Sweden, England, and 
the Netherlands are the most in-
novative economies in the world, 
and China is on the verge of en-

tering the world’s 10 most inno-
vative countries.

The top global companies 
increased their R&D spending 
by almost 10 percent to more 
than $900 billion in 2021, 
more than in 2019 (before the 
pandemic).

The drivers of this increase 
were mainly four industries 
of “Information and Commu-
nication Technology Hardware 
and Electrical Equipment”, 
“Information and Communi-
cation Technology Software 
and Services”, “Pharmaceuti-
cals and Biotechnology” and 
“Construction and Industrial 
Metals”.

In the annual ranking of in-
novation capacity and output of 
world economies, key changes 
are observed in the top 15 coun-
tries. Vietnam (48th), Iran (53rd), 
and the Philippines (59th) are 
middle-income economies with 
the fastest growth in innovation 
performance to date.

With 7 ranks of promotion 
compared to 2021, Iran has been 
ranked 53rd in the world, second 
in the Central and South Asian 
region, and third in low-middle 
income countries, and for the 
second consecutive year, the in-
novation development rate is 
higher than expected.
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Rich ecosystems that support the 
planet and humanity

UNICEF supports projects for less 
advantaged students in Iran

Setting up a 
joint working 
group is on 
the agenda.

 

‘Existing vaccines are effective 
against mutated coronavirus’

The COVID-19 vaccines, which have been so far produced in the 
world are also effective on the mutated virus, so people who receive 
the vaccines will be protected against the new virus strain, Massoud 
Mardani, a member of the National Headquarters for Coronavirus Con-
trol, has said.

What raised concerns about the newly-produced vaccine was the 
ineffectiveness against the mutated virus, which fortunately studies 
show, the mutation of the virus and the chromosomal alteration are 
not enough to change its general nature, he explained.

واکسن کرونا بر روی ویروس جهش یافته 
هم اثر می کند

  
مسعود مردانی عضو ستاد ملی مقابله با کرونا می گوید واکسن تولید 
و تایید شده در دنیا بر روی ویروس جهش یافته هم اثر می کند و 
افرادی که واکسن تایید شده را بزنند علیه این ویروس هم مصونیت 

پیدا می کنند.
مردانی روز سه شنبه در گفت وگو با خبرنگار ایرنا افزود: آنچه نگران آن 
هستیم این است که واکسن تولید شده برای کووید۱۹ در دنیا نسبت 
به ویروس جهش یافته بی اثر باشد که خوشبختانه بررسی ها نشان می 
دهد، جهش ویروس و تغییر کرمووزمومی ویروس به قدری نیست که 

ماهیت کلی آن تغییر کند.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Tehran, La Paz highlight science, 
technology co-op

Expert warns some Caspian Sea fish ‘at risk of extinction’
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Frome Page 1   This production captivated 
audiences far and wide, leaving an indelible 
mark on the hearts and minds of all who had the 
privilege of watching it. 

“The Tenth Night”, directed by Hassan Fat’hi, can 
be considered one of the most enduring works 
with the theme of Ashura.

The series tells the story of a young man named 
Heider, brilliantly portrayed by Hossein Yari. Heider 
assumes the role of a social outcast, and his path 
intersects with an intriguing incident involving 
a young lady from the Qajar family, masterfully 
played by Ketayun Riahi. This encounter leads 
Heider to take a momentous step: proposing to 
her. 

The young lady has set a single condition for 
marrying Heider - to perform tazieh, Iranian 
passion play, during the upcoming first ten nights 
of Muharram. 

Heider is faced with a significant challenge 
due to the prohibition of tazieh performances 
during the first Pahlavi era. Heider, undeterred by 
the numerous challenges and dangers he faced, 
fearlessly leads the tazieh ceremony on the 10th 
night of Muharram. 

However, tragically, on the very last night, he 
valiantly sacrifices his life, falling victim to the 
ruthless agents of Reza Shah’s oppressive regime.

Even though “The Tenth Night” is built upon a 
basic and uncomplicated plot, it still manages to 
possess a wealth of substance within its sheer 
simplicity. 

The series clearly showcases the main 
character’s (Heider’s) transition from a shallow 
and materialistic love to a profound and pure love. 

For ten consecutive nights, Heider and his 
companions are faced with events mirroring the 
trials endured by Imam Hussain (AS) and his loyal 
followers. With each passing night, they edge 
closer to unraveling the truth behind the tragic 
events of Ashura.

At the end of the story, Heider has transformed 
from a pariah and a thief to a remarkable individual 
worthy of being regarded as one of the esteemed 
companions of Imam Hussain (AS), over the course 
of these ten nights. 

Alongside this personality development, 
“The Tenth Night” skillfully delves into another 
profound idea: the love for Imam Hussain (AS) 
runs through the veins and echoes in the land of 
Iran, an unbreakable bond that no government, no 
matter how powerful, can sever from its people.

The series emphasizes that love for Imam 
Hussain (AS) is, in essence, a love for the pursuit 
of justice and the protection of the oppressed. 
This fiery passion will forever burn in the hearts of 

Iranians, never to be extinguished. 

In addition, this series serves as a captivating 
introduction to the enchanting art of tazieh, 
depicting the unwavering dedication of the people 
in preserving this sacred tradition despite its 
prohibition. 

It showcases their extraordinary endeavors 
in ensuring the timeless narrative of Ashura 
endures, even in the face of harsh suppression for 
those who dared to defy the ban.

“The Tenth Night” stands out as one of the most 
captivating productions of Iran’s television, thanks 
to its impeccable structure. The power displayed 
is a true testament to the exceptional screenplay 
and the incredible performance of the actors that 
brought it to life. 

Hossein Yari delivered an exceptional 
performance on the series, a display of his finest 
acting abilities. The skilled actresses Katayun 
Riahi, Sorayya Qasemi, and Roya Teimurian equally 
excelled in their respective roles, matching the 
incredible talent of Hossein Yari.

In this series, director Hassan Fat’hi continues 
to showcase his talent for discovering acting gems 
and introducing them to the cinema industry.

Once again, he proves his prowess by bringing 
forth the extraordinary Parviz Fallahipur, who 
had made a few appearances prior to “The Tenth 
Night”. Fallahipur solidified his place in the realm 
of acting by portraying the role of Heidar’s best 
friend, Yavar, in this series. His praiseworthy 
performance in the series truly stands out.

The captivating voice of Iranian singer Alireza 
Qorbani, combined with the eloquent lyrics of 
Afshin Yadollahi and the mesmerizing music of 
Fardin Khalatbari, proved to be powerful elements 
that greatly influenced the overall impact of the 
series.

The “The Tenth Night” is a remarkable 
masterpiece that flawlessly combines form 
and content, positioning it as an extraordinary 
treasure among radio and television productions. 
Despite multiple reruns, this series remains 
incredibly popular on Iranian national television.

To be continued

TEHRAN – Iranian film ‘Harmonica’ 
by Amir Naderi will be screened 
in the 80th edition of the Venice 
International Film Festival in Italy.

Written and directed by Amir 
Naderi and produced in 1974, 
‘Harmonica’ is part of the Venice 
Classics program of the 80th Venice 
International Film Festival.

The film is set on the sun-
drenched southern coast of Iran. It 
is about a young boy who receives 
a musical present from abroad. 
Fascinated and envious, his friends 
make him to the leader of the pack, 
as they compete for the privilege 
of holding the harmonica or even 
blowing a few notes. No one is 

more obsessed than Amiru, gentle 
and heavy-set, who seems willing 
to do anything to get close to the 
harmonica and its owner.

Mehdi Javadi, Abbas Pourahadi, 

Jomeh Vafabakhsh, Mahmoud 
Vafabakhsh, Shahla Darvishi, Masoud 
Goudarzi are the cast of the film.

Venice Classics is the section that 
since 2012 has presented world 

premiere screenings at the Venice 
Film Festival of a selection of the best 
restorations of film classics carried 
out over the past year by film archives, 
cultural institutions and production 
companies around the world.

‘One from the Heart’ by Francis 
Ford Coppola, ‘Profundo Carmesí’ 
(Deep Crimson) by Arturo Ripstein, 
‘Andrei Rublev’ by Andrei Tarkovsky, 
‘The Exorcist’ by William Friedkin, 
‘King and Country’ by Joseph Losey, 
‘Tini zabutych predkiv’ (Shadows 
of Forgotten Ancestors) by Sergei 
Parajanov, and ‘Les Créatures 
(The Creatures) by Agnès Varda 
are among the films that will be 
screened at the Venice Classics 
program of the festival.

TEHRAN – An untitled painting by 
Sohrab Sepehri sold at 17th Tehran 
Auction on Friday for 213 billion 
rials ($426,000) establishing a new 
record for an artwork in national 
sales.

The 80x130-centimeter oil 
painting was created in 1960s and 
was gifted to previous owner by UK-
based Iranian filmmaker and literary 
figure Ebrahim Golestan.

Sepehri’s another painting also 
fetched 124 billion rials ($248,000), 
making it the third most expensive 
work sold in the auction. 

The 72x72-centimeter oil painting 
done in 1960s is from Sepehri’s Tree 
Trunk series. 

The second most expensive work 
sold at the sale was a 130x320-
centimeter untitled oil painting by 
Kurosh Shishegaran. It sold for 170 
billion rials ($340,000).

The 17th edition of the Tehran 
Auction collected 2.1 trillion rials 
($4.2 million) by selling 100 
artworks.

Only 10 works including a 
photoprint by world-renowned Iranian 
filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami, an oil 
painting by Jazeh Tabatabai and a 
bronze sculpture by Bahman Dadkhah 
failed to find a buyer at the auction.

The 16th edition of the Tehran Auction 

fetched 781 billion rials (over $2.44 
million based on Iran’s free-market 
exchange rate: $1 = 320,060 rials at 
that time) by selling 117 artworks at its 
second sales of the year.

“The Simorgh Hunting”, a 
mixed media on canvas by Reza 
Derakhshani, sold for 80 billion rials 
(about $ 250,000), a price that made 
it the most expensive artwork sold 
at the national sale.

The 198x625-centimeter painting 

done in 2016 is from Derakhshani’s 
series “Hunting”, which has been 
inspired by elements from Iranian 
miniature – Persian painting and 
stories from Persian literature.

The 15th edition of the Tehran 
Auction collected 1588.9 billion rials 
(over $5.9 million based on Iran’s free-
market exchange rate: $1 = 265,660 
rials at that time). All 80 artworks 
offered at this auction were sold.

“Seated Poet”, a bronze sculpture 

by Parviz Tanavoli, sold at the auction 
for 146 billion rials (about $550,000) 
setting a record for an artwork in 
national sales.

The 14th Tehran Auction took 
in 421.8 billion rials (about $1.6 
million based on Iran’s free-market 
exchange rate: $1 = 246,000 rials).

The 13th Tehran Auction grossed 
about 880 billion rials (about $4 
million based on Iran’s free-market 
exchange rate: $1 = 221,000 rials). 

A scene from “The Tenth Night” TV series

 Sohrab Sepehri’s untitled oil painting that was the top seller at the 17th Tehran Auction at the Parsian Hotel in Tehran 
on July 21, 2023, fetching $426,000.
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It is not right that a creature should be sure of two things: health and 
wealth. For, when you feel certain of your health, you fall ill, and as soon 

as you are wealthy, you go towards poverty.

Imam Ali (AS)  

Prayer Times Noon:12:10        Evening: 19:36        Dawn: 3:26 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:05  (tomorrow)

Sohrab Sepehri paintings take center 
stage at Tehran Auction
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Portrayal of Ashura through the lens of Iranian cinema

‘Harmonica’ to go on screen at Venice International Film Festival

Abulqasem Ferdowsi: Life 
Part 2
According to the poet himself, this man 

was extremely generous, magnanimous, 
and loyal; he had a high opinion of the poet 
and gave him considerable financial help. 

In the whole of the Shahnameh, this is 
the only moment at which the poet speaks 
explicitly of having received financial help 
from anyone, and since he wrote this after 
the death of Mansur, there is no reason 
to believe that it was written in order to 
please the object of his praise. 

Further, that he did not remove his praise 
of Mansur from the Shahnameh even after he 
added that of Sultan Mahmud to the poem’s 
introduction indicates the extent of his 
attachment to Mansur (and before him to his 
father Abu Mansur), as well as his sympathy 
for the political and cultural tendencies of Abu 
Mansur.

The year 987, in which Mansur was arrested 
in Nishapur and taken to Bokhara, where 
he was then executed, was a turning point 
in Ferdowsi’s life; in the Shahnameh from 
this moment onward there is no mention of 
anything to indicate either physical comfort 
or peace of mind, rather we find frequent 
complaints concerning his old age, poverty, 
and anxiety. 

Nevertheless, Ferdowsi was able to complete 
the first version of the Shahnameh by the 
year 994, three years before the accession of 
Mahmud. 

The poet, however, continued to work. In 997, 
when he was 58 or a little older, composed 
the story of Siavakhsh and a year later wrote 
a continuation of the former narrative, the 
“Revenge for Siavakhsh”.

He was then a quite different poet from 
the pleasure-loving and wealthy young man 
depicted in the introduction to the story of 
Bijan and Manijeh. 

He complained of poverty, old-age, failing 
sight, and pains in his legs and looked back 
on his youth with regret. Even so, he hoped to 
live long enough to bring the Shahnameh to its 
conclusion. 

In 999, he started work on the reign of 
Anushiravan and once again complained of old 
age, pains in his legs, failing sight, and the loss 
of his teeth and looked back to his youth with 
regret. 

The poet was, nevertheless, very active 
during this year. By the time he was 61, in 1000, 
he had composed almost 4,300 of the almost 
4,500 verses of the story of Anushiravan. 

The poet prayed that God would grant him 
sufficient life to finish the Shahnameh. Two 
years later, in 1002, the poet was busy writing 
the narrative of the reigns from Bahram III to 
Shapur II (four reigns in all, covering 76 years in 
little more than 700 verses). 

It is not clear what occurred during this 
year to make the poet more content. In 
the first of these verses the word ruzbeh 
is used, which can be interpreted as either 
“fortunate” or as a person’s name, and 
which appears in the Shahnameh with both 
meanings. In the second case Ruzbeh is 
probably the name of Ferdowsi’s servant. 

This period of happiness passed quickly. 
Two years later, in 1004, at the beginning of 
the story of Kay Khosrow’s great war, during 
the course of a panegyric on Mahmud, he 
complains in accents of despair of his poverty 

and weakness; he points out the value of his 
work to Mahmud and asks Mahmud’s vizier, 
Fazl ibn Ahmad Esfarayeni, to intercede on his 
behalf so that some help may be forthcoming 
from Mahmud.

The year 1006, when the poet was 67, was 
the worst period of his life. In this year his 
37-year-old son died. 

The poet describes his grief in extremely 
simple and personal language, complaining to 
his son that he has gone on ahead and left his 
father alone, and asks God’s forgiveness for 
him. 

What is most striking in this elegy is the 
hemistich: hami bud hamvara ba man dorosht 
(“He was always rude to me”). Was there a 
disagreement between father and son? And if 
so over what? No answer to this question can 
now be given. 

The poet inserts this elegy into the narrative 
of the reign of Khosrow Parviz. Approximately 
1,500 lines further on, at the end of this reign, 
he writes that he has now completed his sixty-
sixth year. 

This does not seem to accord with his 
previous statement, but if one takes into 
account the exigencies of rhyme and the fact 
that the poet was not always 100 percent 
accurate over figures, even in such a case, 
one can draw the conclusion that the reign 
of Khosrow Parviz (a little more than four 
thousand verses) was written during the years 
1005-6, when the poet was 66 or 67 years old. 

This obvious contradiction over the exact 
age of the poet, however, is not found in the 
variant “I was sixty five and he was thirty-
seven” (mara shast o banj o vera si o haft) 
found in certain manuscripts.

In the course of the history of Khosrow 
Parviz, the poet complains that, due to the 
calumny of rivals, Mahmud has not given his 
attention to the stories of the Shahnameh, 
and the poet asks the king’s salar (general), 
Mahmud’s younger brother Nasr, to intercede 
for him and turn Mahmud’s attention toward 
the poet.

From this it is clear firstly that no payment 
from Mahmud had ever reached Ferdowsi, 
and secondly that Ferdowsi had sent some of 
the narratives of the Shahnameh separately, 
before he either took or sent the whole poem 
to Ghazna. 

The poet mentions his poverty many times 
during the course of the Shahnameh, and 
frequently praises Mahmud, his brother Nasr, 
and his governor of Tus, who would seem to 
have been Abul-Hares Arslan Jazeb, but there 
is nowhere any suggestion that he had ever 
received any assistance from these individuals. 

On the contrary, as has been indicated, he 
everywhere complains of the king’s indifference 
to his work. At the end of the Shahnameh, he 
also writes that the powerful came and copied 
out his poetry for themselves, and the sole 
profit to the poet from them was their saying 
“well done” (ahsant). 

He only mentions two individuals, Ali Deylam 
Bu Dolaf and Hoyayy ibn Qotayba, who helped 
him. In certain manuscripts, Ali Deylam and 
Bu Dolaf are mentioned as the names of two 
people, which agrees with the statement of 
Nezami Aruzi that the first was a copyist of the 
Shahnameh and the second its reciter (rawi). 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued
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