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The phenomenon of the
Quran burning in Sweden
can be seen as a continu-
ation of the rise of right-
wing extremism. This is a
standard and almost prev-

alent analysis based on the
binary of Islam and Christianity, especially as the
Muslim population is increasing in Europe. This is
coupled with deep-rooted hatred toward Islam
by some groups. Sweden is likely to be one of the
European countries with the highest percentage
of Muslim minorities in the coming decades based
on some statistical predictions.

The existence of these rifts and their historical
roots is undeniable; we are facing a phenome-
non when confronting Western civilization that
creates a deviant path for every genuine human
desire. It even pushes freedom toward a rebellion
against deeply-rooted human institutions such
as religion and family, turns progress into viola-
tion of the privacy of others as well as colonialism,
and exploitation. And from the heart of this attack
on humanity and humans, it adopts conservatism
in face of other cultures, even though they have
clear commonalities.

However, we cannot overcome the challenges
arising from these rifts by repeatedly emphasiz-
ing their existence. The message of Islam for to-
day’s world is clear; invitation to return to innate
and divine spirituality and fight against move-
ments that have made enmity with humanity.
This statement from the Holy Quran is addressed
to the divine religions: “Say, ‘O People of the Book!
Come to a common word between us and you:
that we will worship no one but Allah, that we will
not ascribe any partner to Him, and that some of
us will not take some others as lords besides Al-
lah. But if they turn away, say, ‘Be witnesses that
we have submitted [to Allah].” Reviving divine
spirituality, the most innate desire of humanity,
and therefore rejecting domination over others
will be the only true common chapter of all hu-
mans and the beginning and perhaps the end of
the path to solving human conflicts, if we know it.

How Egypt could help
end the Sudan conflict

By Marco Mossad

Egypt recently took the initiative to host
a summit in order to address the civil war in
Sudan. The summit brought together leaders
from several countries, including the Central
African Republic, Chad, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Lib-
ya, and South Sudan. However, notably ab-
sent from the summit were representatives
from the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and the
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF). At the Cairo
summit, the Egyptian leadership » Page 5
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Israel Teeters on
Edge f Precipice

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- - Israeli media has shed light
on the extent of the mass protests against
the regime’s far-right cabinet of Benjamin
Netanyahu, with reports of around 10,000
army reservists announcing their suspen-
sion from duty on Saturday night.

The regime’s army radio has said that
Netanyahu has discussed punishments
for army deserters. The military may start
arresting, suspending and dismissing the
Air Force reservists who have pledged
not to report for duty as part of protests
against Netanyahu'’s cabinet.

Supporters of both the cabinet and
the protest movement, which is well into
its seventh month, have voiced concern
about Israel’s war-readiness.

An authenticated video circulating on-
line shows an infantryman during an un-
known raid against the Palestinians mak-
ing desperate radio calls for air strikes to
back the infantry against the resistance.

It is clear that the
crisis at the heart
of the Zionist
regime is deeper
than the crisis in
the heart of its
prime minister:
Foreign Ministry

The footage shows the Israeli infantry-
man then being asked by the pilot: “Are
you for or against the reforms?”

A military spokesman has denounced
the regime’s so-called culture minister
Miki Zohar for posting (and later remov-
ing) the video on social media, saying it
was “meant to create rifts” within the Is-
raeli military.

The regime’s army radio has claimed
that “a few hundred” reservists from the

Air Force have announced they would re-
fuse call-ups.

After ending their training, Air Force pi-
lots and navigators are required to under-
go weekly training. They make up around
half of the crews sent on combat sorties.

Netanyahu has said his coalition would
act against what he has called “insubor-
dination” in the ranks that risked inviting
attack by Israel’s foes.

Opposition leader Yair Lapid has said
that Netanyahu has to choose between
the regime’s military or his judiciary over-
haul bill.

“Netanyahu and his ministers have berat-
ed warriors and pilots who decided to stop
volunteering for reserve duty. [They] make
people who have dedicated their lives to
protecting the (regime) into enemies of the
(settlers),” Lapid pointed out.» Page 5

Swedish condemnation
of Quran burning
insufficient: Raisi

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
has panned the Swedish government’s re-
sponse to the burning of the holy Quran on
its land, saying that just condemning the
sacrilegious conduct is not enough.

“Issuing a statement to condemn the in-
sult against the holy Quran by the Swedish
government is by no means sufficient and
this government must bring the perpetra-
tors of this crime to justice,” the president
stated in remarks on Saturday.

The remarks were made by Raisi in re-
sponse to the desecration of the Quran by
Salwan Momika, an Iragi refugee living in
Sweden.

He carried out the sacrilegious act twice,
first in front of Stockholm’s largest mosque
on June 28 and once more on July 20 in front
of the Iragi embassy, both times under the
strong protection of the Swedish police.

The sacrilegious conducts have sparked
widespread protests around the Muslim
world, particularly in lran. All Muslim nations
have issued harsh condemnations of the act.

Given that the current terms of the Iranian
and Swedish ambassadors are about to ex-
pire, Iran’s president stated he has » Page 2

From Carter to Biden:
American presidents

owe Iran an apology

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - An opinion piece by Lisa Daftari
published on July 18th on Newsweek naive-
ly credits Jimmy Carter with the victory of
Iran’s Islamic revolution and believes the 98
year old who served as the 39th president of
the United States owes the Iranian people an
“apology”.

The article claims Iranians living inside
Iran (most of whom were born after the Is-
lamic revolution) grimly reminisce about
the past while wishing they could take back
time to the good old days. People inside Iran,
whom the U.S.-born writer has had no close
contact with throughout her entire life, sup-
posedly believe Carter’s lack of support for
the Shah’s regime was the determining fac-
tor in the succession of the Islamic republic.
In this article we will unearth the two claims
made by Newsweek and talk about the actual
things Carter and other American presidents
must be sorry for.

The first illusion-based fact the writ-
er uses to make arguments is that Carter’s
policies were the main force that led to the
victory of the Islamic Revolution. The first
person to make this erroneous claim was the
Shah himself. In a memoir published in 1979
the deposed king absolves himself of re-
sponsibility for his own demise: “Certainly, |
had made mistakes in Iran. However, | cannot
believe they formed the basis for my down-
fall. » Page 3

Portrayal of Ashura
through the lens of

Iranian cinema

By Samaneh Aboutalebi
Part5

TEHRAN - TV series based on religious
themes, particularly Ashura event, are pro-
duced annually with various directors.

However, it is widely recognized that the
series created by Davud Mirbageri consis-
tently stand out as the most popular among
the viewers. Over time, Mirbageri has prov-
en to be a director with a distinctive style,
particularly when exploring the captivating
themes of Islam and history in his works.

Although he has directed social and come-
dy films throughout his career, » Page 8

3k
Sk
S &
oy
b
N
O
14
°
@
@
@
(2]
~
=
<
[3}
2y

Qatar minister
in Tehran for
bilateral talks

TEHRAN - Qatari minister of state
for foreign affairs Mohammad Al-
Khulaifi arrived in the Iranian capital on
Sunday for talks on a variety of issues.

The Qatari minister met with
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian and Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for Political Affairs Ali Bagheri
Kani.

Al-Khulaifi met Amir Abdollahian
in Tehran in late March. During this
trip, he also met with then-Secretary
of Iran's Supreme National Security
Council Ali Shamkhani. During his
current visit, the Qatari minister also
met the secretary of the Council, Al
Ahmadian. » Page 3

Islam defends women’s
rights contrary to some

allegations

By Sara Atta

TEHRAN - Undoubtedly, one of the important
indicators of human development is the
presence of women in society and their rights.

Women, as serious and inescapable members
of human society and also as one of the two
pillars that create the foundation of the family,
have faced various situations regarding their
rights throughout history. A cursory look at
history shows that women have suffered from
some kind of deprivation most times and in
most societies, and their human rights have
been violated under the domination and control
of men and patriarchal culture. » Page 7
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Freedom of opinion claimants back
irreverence to Quran

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

In anote about insulting and burning the Quran
in Sweden and Denmark, Kayhan wrote: The burn-
ing of the Quran is the product of a negative atti-
tude towards Islam at the Oriental studies univer-
sities of the West over the last one hundred years.
It should be noted that the burning of the Quran
in America and Europe and sometimes in Iran by
the provocative agents of the Mossad and the CIA
has its roots in American policies, and the currents
that lead this scenario are tied to the U.S. Nation-
al Security Council and the CIA. Also, the tragic
incident of burning the Quran cannot be consid-
ered just a foolish move by a few worthless and
mercenary elements. The Supreme Leader of the
revolution had previously warned the American
government that “if they are honest in their claim
of non-involvement, they should punish the main
perpetrators of this great crime and those who
have hurt the hearts of one and a half billion Mus-
lims”. However, America and the Zionist regime
have openly supported and authorized this action.

Iran: Except the Western-oriented people, the
world unanimous US power is declining

In a commentary, the Iran publication ad-
dressed the renewed activity of the co-drafters
of the JCPOA agreement and said: Now that the
country’s foreign policy has been put on the right
track in the current government, relations with
neighbors are being deepened and the country’s
fate is not being tied to the JCPOA and FATF, the
Western-oriented figures once again are seeking
to link the country’s management to the will of
the West. They are looking to revive the failed and
the destroyed path in the relationship with Amer-
ica. At a time that even the well-known Western
media outlets, who acknowledge America’s failure
in West Asia, including in Syria, Afghanistan, and
Irag, and are raising concerns about the decline of
American unilateralism and the move towards a
new world order based on multilateralism, it is not
clear what new inspiration the “diplomacy of beg-
ging” has received to raise talks of negotiations
with America again. That is why, at the same time
that Westerners are expressing concern about the
strategic partnership of “Iran, China and Russia”
as the focal point of strengthening multilateral-
ism, the JCPOA co-writers inside the country are

also insisting on destroying Iran’s relations with
China and Russia and Egypt.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Iran’s military and defense
power cannot be hidden

In an analysis, Siasat-e-Rooz discussed the
recent U.S. military moves to supposedly count-
er Iran in the sea while Iran is the guarantor of
maritime security. It wrote: The Americans and
Europeans are seeking to de-emphasize the role
of Iran’s naval and defense power in international
security by imposing sanctions on Iran’s missile
and drone programs. However, contrary to these
efforts, Iran’s commercial and economic partners,
including the buyers of Iranian oil, have found the
assurance that Iran’s rising deterrent and military
power, including in the maritime field, of which the
86th flotilla is an example, the security of their
commercial and oil cargoes has been somehow
guaranteed in the sea, and even the United States
does not dare to confront it with its bullying. To-
day, Iran is known as a safe and reliable source
of energy supply for countries and it can become
a safe business and security partner for other
countries. However, the West is trying to hide this
global status by creating an uproar, like the recent
movements of the Americans in the Persian Gulf
region.

Javan: Why is Europe struggling to deal with
Iran?

In a commentary, Javan addressed the root
cause of disputes between some European coun-
tries and Iran and wrote: After October in which
bans on Iran’s missile program will come to an end,
Iran may want to market it missiles in the global
market. Iran’s diverse and advanced missiles can
attract many customers, especially in the region.
This move would mark a new season in the sale
of military weapons by Iran. However, this is not
pleasant for Europe and the United States. Also,
with the failure of Europe in the Ukraine war and
the sending of prohibited and dangerous cluster
bombs to Ukraine by the United States to Ukraine,
sanctioning Iran for allegedly helping Syria fight
against terrorists or Russia in the Ukraine war
has no meaning other than hiding the defeat in
Ukraine.

“Crisis in Israel heart is deeper than crisis in
Netanyahu heart”: Iran

TEHRAN - The crisis at the core of Israel is cer-
tainly deeper than that at the heart of its prime
minister Benjamin Netanyahu, according to Iran’s
Foreign Ministry spokesperson, implying widescale
and continued protests against the Netanyahu re-
gime across the occupied territories.

“There are reports that doctors have implanted a
pacemaker in the heart of the Prime Minister of the
Zionist regime,;” Nasser Kanaani tweeted on Sunday.

But, Kanaani said, “It is clear that the crisis at the
heart of the Zionist regime is deeper than the crisis
in the heart of its prime minister”

For the 29th week in a row, thousands of
Israeli settlers demonstrated against the re-
gime’s hardline cabinet, led by Netanyahu, on
Saturday in Tel Aviv, West al-Quds, Beersheva,
Herzliya, and Kfar Saba.

In a last-ditch show of force against a disput-
ed judicial reform plan pushed by Netanyahu, the
demonstrators approached al-Quds while carrying
Israeli flags, water bottles, and umbrellas to protect
them from the sweltering sun.

They then began to assemble close to the
parliament and the Supreme Court.

On Sunday and Monday, the Knesset, the Is-
raeli parliament, is scheduled to start voting on
the proposal.

After a multi-day march that started in Tel
Aviv earlier this week, the demonstrators had
reached the holy city.

Meanwhile, some 10,000 reservists have
said they'll halt their volunteer duty if the hill
becomes a law.

“We all share a responsibility to stop the deep
division, polarization and rift among the people;”
the reservists said in a declaration whose signa-
tories included 235 fighter pilots, 173 drone oper-

ators, and 85 commando soldiers.

They called on Netanyahu's cabinet to “arrive
atabroad consensus, strengthen the trust of the
people in the judicial system and maintain its in-
dependence.”

The signatories stated that any legislation im-
plemented unreasonably would undermine their
willingness to continue risking their lives and
would compel them to suspend their voluntary
reserve service.

Towards the end of the day on Thursday, Net-
anyahu stated that he was still trying to reach an
agreement with the opposition, primarily about
the “reasonability” clause.

The goal of the so-called “judicial overhaul”
plan is to deny the Israeli Supreme Court the
ability to overturn political decisions made by
the ruling party.

Additionally, it aims to give the government more
control over the selection of judges for the court.

Supporters claim that the proposal will put a stop
to decades of judicial overreach, while detractors
say it will do away with important restraints on po-
litical authority.

Netanyahu, who is on trial for many counts of
corruption, has also been accused by detractors of
seeking to use the plan to overtum potential con-
victions.

Protesters have vowed to keep holding the mon-
umental rallies until the cabinet decides against
pushing through with the plan.

Those who support the plan claim that it
brings some balance in the power that the var-
ious parts of the regime possess. However, ac-
cording to the plan’s detractors, approval would
give the ruling class more authority to operate in
an authoritarian manner.

Swedish condemnation of Quran
burning insufficient: Raisi

Iranian president says culprits must be held accountable

From page 1 » directed the Foreign
Ministry not to proceed with the ex-
change of new ambassadors.

Iran has already invited Sweden'’s
envoy to Tehran in response to Mo-
mika’s sacrilegious behavior in order
to convey the Islamic Republic’s angry
with the Swedish authorities for let-
ting the acts to go ahead.

Following the burning of the Qu-
ran in Sweden, Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian declared on
Friday that his nation will not accept a
new ambassador from Stockholm.

He said in an interview that “based
on an order by President Ebrahim
Raisi, the new ambassador of Swe-
den will not be allowed to come to
Iran until the country’s government
takes a serious and effective mea-
sure to deal with the continuous vi-
olation of Islamic sanctities”

Raisi also referred to the state-
ments made earlier on Saturday by
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, in which he de-
manded the “severest punishment”
for the person responsible for the
blasphemous acts.

In his message, the Leader de-
scribed the support of the Swedish
government for the desecrator as
equivalent to entering a “battle-array”
with the Islami world.

The moves have fueled hatred

and enmity toward the Swedes
among all Muslims as well as many

Muslim governments, Ayatollah
Khamenei lamented.

Ayatollah Khamenei added, “The
insult to the holy Quran in Sweden
is a bitter, conspiratorial, and dan-
gerous event.”

The Leader said, “It is the opinion
of all Islamic scholars that the agent
who has insulted the Quran deserve
the severest punishment.

Raisi said, “As the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution pointed out, this inci-
dent s a conspiratorial and dangerous
development and the support of the
Swedish government for this criminal
act is equivalent to taking battle array
against the Muslim world.”

Iran has also sent a letter to Anto-

nio Guterres, the secretary general
of the United Nations, asking him to

take a tough stance against such sac-
rilegious activities and demand that
the UN member nations do all in their
power to stop such things from hap-
pening again.

No safe haven for Quran desecra-
tors: IRGC chief

According to the chief commander
of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), Muslims will soon exact ven-
geance on those involved and liable for
the newest act of desecration against
the holy book.

“We will not allow those who insult
the Quran to be secure;” Major General
Hossein Salami said on Saturday.

Salami emphasized the necessity
for international solidarity in the face
of such acts and encouraged Muslim
nations to take all necessary steps to

stop the pernicious practice of Islam-
ophobia and disrespect to the Quran
and Muslims’ sacred values.

Based on the remarks by the IRGC
chief such blasphemous activities
would only strengthen “Muslim soli-
darity and cohesiveness” and “arouse
more animosity” toward all those who
transgress Islamic sanctities.

The extremist’s desecration of the
Quran in Stockholm has led to sig-
nificant protests and outrage in the
Muslim world.

People have held protests in Iraq,
Iran, Pakistan, Lebanon, and other
nations to denounce the blasphe-
mous conduct.

On Thursday, demonstrators in
Baghdad stormed into the Swedish
embassy and bumed part of it to
express their outrage at the sacrile-
gious deed.

Angry reactions in Iran to the dese-
cration of the Quran in Europe contin-
ued to rage on amid the global outcry
over the repetition of the act.

After Friday prayers, millions of be-
lievers across Iran held rallies, carry-
ing copies of the Quran and chanting
“Death to the Americanized Sweden.
Death to Israel’.

In a latest move on Sunday, World
Assembly of Islamic Awakening as well
as Iran’s embassy in Denmark slammed
the conduct, calling for a fair trial for all
perpetrators and supporters.

Iran launches massive aerial war game

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran Air Force
(IRIAF) was set to begin extensive drills in the coun-
try’s central areas on Sunday night in the country’s
central areas.

According to Air Force Commander Hamid Vahedi,
the war game, code-named Fadaeeyan-e Harim-e
Velayat 11 (Devotees of Velayat Airspace 11), takes
place at the Shahid Babaei Air Base in the Anark area
of Isfahan to promote “friendship, peace, calm, and
security” in the region.

The military exercise will involve 92 aircraft, in-
cluding different fighter planes, interceptor aircraft,
bombers, and unmanned aerial vehicles, according
to Brigadier General Hamid Vahedi.

“In this exercise, young and creative personnel
who have learned all their specialties in Iran under
the supervision of the national instructors, using 92
types of interceptor fighters, bombers and drones,
will carry out a variety of reconnaissance and pho-
tography operations, destroy air and ground targets,
psychological operations, electronic warfare and
passive defense. They will also test newly manufac-
tured systems and modern equipment,” he stated.

He went on to highlight, “This exercise is one of
the exercises approved by the central headquarters
of Hazrat Khatam al-Anbiya (PBUH) and it is planned
and implemented in two directions in a bid to im-
prove the combat ability and obtaining a suitable
model for combat in real conditions by using various

types of manned and unmanned aircraft”

He also noted that the Air Force units are going
to carry out a broad range of operations in the war
game, such as reconnaissance and aerial imaging,
detonation of air and ground targets, electronic
warfare, civil defense tactics, and testing of new
modern systems.

“This exercise will be held based on the self-suf-
ficiency and self-confidence of the Air Force, and
during it, young, talented, intelligent, trained and
powerful pilots, along with the expert and commit-
ted technical staff of this divine force, will use the
experience of the veterans of the eight years of the
Sacred Defense, combat tactics and various types of
drone (UAV) operations in the form of highly preci-
sion and destruction,” the commander continued.

In order to eliminate targets with pinpoint accura-
¢y, he stated, Air Force troops would also practice a
variety of combat tactics and standoff attack oper-
ations using drones.

“The main axis of the war game is ensuring sus-
tainable security, promoting and strengthening re-
gional relations, good neighborliness and defending
the country’s air borders,” the general remarked.

Persian Gulf security is a regional matter, Amir Abdollahlan says

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian has reminded his Emirati
counterpart that decisions about how to main-
tain security in the Persian Gulf rests solely with
the nations in the region.

In a phone call with the United Arab Emirates
Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan
on Saturday night, Amir Abdollahian stated that
Iran places a high priority on the security of the
Persian Gulf region.

The top Iranian and UAE diplomats also ex-
changed views on regional and international issues.

Amir Abdollahian also emphasized that the lo-
cal nations could maintain regional security free
from external interference.

The Iranian foreign minister also called for
taking the required steps to carry out bilateral
accords, citing his “very good and constructive”
discussions with Emirati authorities during a trip
to Abu Dhabi in June.

He also denounced the desecration of the holy
Quran in Sweden and Denmark and called for an ur-
gent OIC ministerial conference to discuss the issue.

Amir Abdollahian highlighted the necessity of
taking severe steps against those responsible for
the sacrilegious acts that have offended Muslims
allaround the world.

For his part, the top Emirati diplomat strong-
ly condemned any disparagement of divine texts,
faiths, or beliefs and welcomed his Iranian counter-
part’s proposal for an extraordinary OIC meeting.

Bin Zayed Al Nahyan also praised the official
delegations from the UAE and Iran for their recip-
rocal visits and called for expansion of collabora-
tion in a number of areas.

He also said stressed that Abu Dhabi is working
hard to find solutions to the issues Iranian expa-

triates are facing in the UAE.

In three different occurrences in Sweden and
Denmark, radical individuals have desecrated the
sacred Muslim book, getting the permission of the
respected governments.

The offensive actions have angered the whole Mus-
lim world, leading some Muslim-majority nations to
summon or expel Swedish and Danish envoys.

Iran, Turkey condemn Quran desecration in
Sweden and Denmark

The recent blasphemous actions against the
Quran in Sweden and Denmark have been sharply
denounced by Amir Abdollahian and his Turkish
counterpart Hakan Fidan.

In a phone conversation on Saturday, Amir Ab-
dollahian praised Turkey’s criticism of the dese-
cration of Islam’s holy book and suggested that
Muslim countries convene an emergency session
as soon as possible.

The senior Iranian diplomat also characterized
Tehran and Ankara's ties as cordial, fraternal, and
strategic.

He underlined Iran’s preparedness to host a
joint economic commission between the two
countries and extended an invitation to the Turk-
ish foreign minister to travel to Tehran.

For his part, Fidan once more condemned
the blasphemous desecration of the Quran and
praised Amir Abdollahian’s proposal for an urgent
meeting of the OIC foreign ministers.

He also expressed gratitude to the senior Ira-
nian diplomat for the invitation to visit Iran and
promised to visit Tehran soon.

Pakistan calls for criminalization of sacrile-
gious acts

In response to widespread Muslim indignation
over the burning of the Quran in Sweden and Den-

mark, the foreign minister of Pakistan called on
Muslim states to adopt a plan to outlaw sacrile-
gious acts.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari made the suggestion in
a phone call with Amir Abdollahian on Saturday.

The two senior diplomats emphasized that
freedom of expression must not be at odds with
other freedoms, and that such activities are in-
compatible with human dignity and human rights.

The insults to the Quran in Sweden and Den-
mark were despised by the Iranian foreign minis-
ter, who said that approximately two billion Mus-
lims worldwide were offended by these actions.

He also discussed the most recent talks he
had with the OIC secretary general, during which
it was suggested that the OIC should hold an
emergency meeting.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized the necessity
for Muslim nations to convey a clear statement
on this matter.

Pakistan’s foreign minister also alluded to his
presence at the UN Human Rights Council meeting
during a resolution was approved banning insults
against sanctities. Zardari accepted to the Iranian
foreign minister’s suggestion for any collaboration.

He said in order to respond to such sacrilegious
practices, Muslim countries must consider mak-
ing them illegal and pass legislation to that effect.



From Carter to Biden:

American preS|dents owe Iran an apology

Frome Page 1 » They were rectifiable
with time. My country stood on the
verge of being a Great Civilization”
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi then claims
thata “strange confluence of interests—
the international oil consortium, the
British and American governments,
the international media, reactionary
religious circlesin Iran,and the relentless
drive of the Communists” came together
to topple the Iranian monarchy.

The Shah chooses to completely
ignore the oppressive, brutal, lavish,
and corrupt country he had made of
Iran. This narrative was later used by
the Shahs’ family living in the US. who
took it a step further and claimed that
Jimmy Carter did not show sufficient
support for the dead king’s regime.

This too is a false conclusion.
Carter showed an enormous amount
of support for the Shah even when
massive protests were taking place
inside Iran and the regime was
showing the first signs of its downfall.
Carter sent millions of dollars’ worth
of weapons to Iran and even stood
against the congress which did not

Newsweek &

OPINION

Why Jimmy Carter Owes the Iranian People an Apology | Opinion

LISA DAFTAR|, MOOLE EAST ANALYST

- 0000000

like the idea of arming the Shah
further. The American president, who
had claimed during his presidential
campaign that he would make human
rights considerations integral to US.
foreign policy, might have urged the
Shah to change some of its oppressive
policies but was never averse to his
reign. In fact Carter did not have a clue
a revolution was taking place when
he called Iran “an Island of stability”
during a speech in 1977, a year before

M bk Acker Blavms

the revolution, while he was in Tehran
for Christmas celebrations.

The only correct claim made by Lisa
Daftari in the Newsweek article is that
Carterneeds to apologize to the people
of Iran. In fact from Carter to Biden,
all American presidents owe Iran an
apology. The USS. has a long list of what
it should be sorry for when it comes to
how it has treated the people of Iran:

-The US. tried to topple the newly-
elected government of Iran in July

1980. It orchestrated a coup in the
Nojeh Air Base near Hamadan which
was only neutralized last minute.

-The US. waged an 8-year war on
Iran from 1980 to 1988 through the
government of Iragi dictator Saddam
Hussein. The aggression resulted in the
death of more than 200,000 Iranians
and the injury of thousands more.

-The US. has carried out sabotage
attacks on Iranian nuclear sites and
assassinated several of the country’s
nuclear scientists.

With  Iran’s  vast  military
achievements, Washington has now
resorted to harsh and crippling
sanctions. It even pulled out of the
JCPOA because it has no other way
of pressuring Iran. The thumping
sanctions have had an impact on all
branches Iran’s economy and so far put
millions of lives at risk.

So it seems that at least 8 American
presidents, from Carter who took
office in 1977 to Biden who took office
in 2021, owe Iranians an apology; but
for reasons completely different than
what’s been mentioned on Newsweek.

Promotion of unvellmg IS new sedltlon police

TEHRAN - A senior Iranian police commander has
said that the enemy is seeking to bring about a new
sedition in the country on a daily basis by promoting
unveiling among Iranian women.

Qassem Rezaei, the deputy commander of police,
made the remarks during a trip to Lorestan Province
on Saturday night.

“Despite all the conspiracies and seditions, Iran
is a peaceful country. Of course, the enemy sets up
a conspiracy and a sedition every day and somehow
pursues its own goals, but these conspiracies are
foiled due to the high intuition of the Iranian people;’
Rezaei said, according to Tasnim.

“The enemy is active in various matters such as
drugs, weapons and other seditions against our
country,” he said.

Rezaei added, “The enemy imposed a hybrid
sedition on the Islamic Revolution last year, but
the people neutralized these seditions despite
cultural and economic attacks, political pressures
and economic sanctions.”

He was referring to the months-long unrest
that broke out in the wake of the death of Mahsa
Amini in September 2022.

According to Rezaei, the enemy has targeted the
highest component of Iran’s national power, which is

hijab, as a new sedition after last year’s incident.

“The law enforcement system of the country
works seriously to respect the citizens' rights
according to the law, and the police is obliged to
deal with and manage any obvious crime according
to the law,” he stated.

Since September 2022, Iran has been grappling
with some unveiling among women and girls,
which is orchestrated by the enemies, according to
Iranian officials.

Recently, Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi said that
many of the women and girls who unveiled in Tehran
were linked to foreign spy agencies.

This trend started in last year’s unrest which
lasted for months.

In June, the head of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) intelligence organization said that more
than 20 foreign spy services actively participated in
the Western-backed riots last year.

Brigadier General Mohammad Kazemi broke the
story in an exclusive interview with the khamenei.ir.

In the interview, he discussed the various aspects
of the violent riots that broke out in September of
last year after Mahsa Amini, 22, died in police custody.

According to Kazemi, the unrest broke out when
American authorities decided to step up the so-
called maximum pressure campaign on the Islamic
Republic under the Trump administration because
their foreign policy against Iran had failed when
President Joe Biden assumed office.

He averred in the interview that “after the Biden
administration came to power, the Americans
reached this strategic conclusion that they had
faced failure in many foreign cases, and the
reason for that was the actions of Iran and the
management of its Leader; these failures had
caused America’s international position to be
overshadowed, so Iran must pay the price.”

In orderto constrain and limit the Islamic Republic,
he continued, “They proceeded toward rewriting
Trump’s version of maximum pressure.”

Qatar minister in Tehran for bilateral talks

Al-Khulaifi

Frome Page 1 » In his meeting
with Amir Abdollahian, the Qatari
official conveyed a letter from the
emir of Qatar addressed to the
Iranian president, Ebrahim Raisi.
The letter contains an invitation for
President Raisi to visit Doha.

The visit comes amid a flurry of
contacts between Iran and its Arab
neighbors. Recently, the foreign
minister of Oman, Badr Albusaidi,
visited Tehran, where he said Iran-
Oman relations are an example of
close relations in the region.

Also, on Saturday night, Amir
Abdollahian spoke over the phone
with his Emirati counterpart,
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. In
this call, the Iranian foreign minister
pointed to his recent trip to the UAE
and the very good and constructive
meetings with the country’s high-
ranking authorities and said the
necessary arrangements had to be
made toimplement the agreements
reached. The Iranian foreign
minister said the security of the

Persian Gulf region was important
for the Islamic Republic of Iran
and said, “Regional countries can
provide the security of the region
without foreign interference”

The Emirati minister pointed
to the mutual visits of the two
countries’  officials,  describing
Amir Abdollahian’s recent trip to
the UAE as very important. He also
requested that bilateral cooperation
be enhanced in all fields.

Al-Khulaifiand Ahmadian discussed
issues related to bilateral relations
and regional matters. In this meeting,
the two sides stressed increasing
the level of cooperation between the
two countries in all areas, especially
the business and commercial areas,
and conducting joint activities in the
field of implementing infrastructure
projects, within the framework of
a specific plan and schedule, and
removing existing obstacles.

The Qatari official also conveyed
a message from the Qatari prime
minister to Ahmadian.

and Bagheri Kani
discussed bilateral, regional, and
internationalissues of mutual interest,
according to state news agency IRNA.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Bagheri Kani touched on the
desecration of the holy Quran in
Europe. “Bumning the Quran is the
highest level of sacrilege to the
holy book of Muslims and it means
violating the basic and obvious rights
of two billion people. Repetition of
this crime in Europe is a clear and
complete example of violation of
human rights by false claimants of
human rights,” Bagheri Kani said.

He added, “Burning thought in
Europe shows the decline of the
place of human growth and progress
among the claimants of global
development and progress.”

Referring to the tragedy of the
burning of the Holy Quran in several
European countries, Bagheri Kani said,
“Burning the Quran means celebrating
the retumn of the devil of ignorance
and the return of the dark ages of the

Middle Ages to these countries”

Referring to the pretext of
the governments of Sweden and
Denmark that they are committed
to freedom of expression, the
Iranian official said, “Burning books
and thoughts is not freedom, but is
the same as barbarism, and these
governments have a responsibility
to prevent cultural brutality in
their countries. All responsible
governments in the world, especially
Islamic governments, have a duty to
seriously deal with cultural brutality
by pooling capacities and synergies
in individual and collective form”

Al-Khulaifi also pointed to the
all-round and developing relations
between Tehran and Doha, and the
continuation of the consultations
between the foreign ministry
officials of the two countries is
a sign of the serious will of both
sides to remove obstacles in the
development of relations and open
new doors for cooperation.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Terror team arrested in southeast Iran

TEHRAN - A terror group comprised of four
individuals was detained on Sunday in the
southeast province of Sistan-Baluchistan amid a
deadly attack on a road police patrol.

The group was planning to conduct terrorist
acts inside the country, according to Tasnim.
The members of the group were arrested in a
joint intelligence operation by the IRGC and the
Intelligence Ministry.

Four policemen killed

Four members of the Iranian Traffic Police were
martyred in aterrorist attack in an intercity road in
the southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchistan,
Tasnim reported on Sunday.

The terrorists carried out the attack on
unarmed Traffic Police forces who were on

patrol on a road between the cities of Khash
and Taftan on Sunday.

The assailants, waiting in ambush, sprayed
bullets at the sedan of the Traffic Police on the
desertroad.

The provincial Police command has vowed
revenge for the terrorist attack.

Located in the southeast of Iran, Sistan-
Baluchistan borders Pakistan and Afghanistan
and has a long coastline by the Sea of Oman.

The province has witnessed a sharp rise in
terrorist attack on military and security forces in
recent months, a trend that prompted Iran and
Pakistan to increase their border cooperation.

To this end, Syed Asim Munir, the chief of

Pakistan’s Army, arrived in Iran in mid-July and
met with General Mohammad Bagheri, the chief
of joint staff of Iran’s armed forces.

The meeting was held with the aim of
developing military, educational, defense and
security cooperation, according to Fars News.

Inthemeeting, Bagherimentionedthe historical
background of two neighboring countries as the
basis for the expansion of bilateral relations and
cooperation in various fields.

He also pointed to the importance of
developing military relations between the
two countries and emphasized increasing
educational interactions and common defense
and security relations between the two
countries at the regional level.
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Iran volleyball team
not doing well

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Iranian volleyball is going through
unusual and exceptional times. Under Behrouz
Ataei’s leadership last year, the national team
made it to the round of 16 in the Volleyball
League of Nations (VNL). However, this year, with
the same coach, they only won twice and lost 10
times, finishing in 14th place on VNL table.

One of the most significant challenges during
the 2023 VNL occurred in the third week when
the U.S. government didn't issue visas for several
players and the head coach, resulting in an
incomplete team in Anaheim for the last week of
the Preliminary Round.

The national team’s dressing room was
reportedly chaotic, with some players feeling
more influential than others. Team Melli suffered
“playerpower” inthis edition. They eveninterfered
with technical issues like selecting the coaching
staff. The head coach agreed to their demands to
prevent further controversy. Behnam Mahmoudi,
a prominent Iranian volleyball expert, shared his
opinion on the matter with Tehran Times.

“The national team is above any individual, and
players cannot meddle in the technical affairs
or give orders to the coach. However, | am sure
that the current players are professional and
consider themselves as soldiers for their team
and country,” said Mahmoudi.

Based on some reports, two key players
from Iran’s national team, who played a crucial
role in the VNL, are reportedly considering
withdrawal from the team. They were present in
all three weeks of the VNL and plan to officially
announce their withdrawal from the 2023 Asian
Championship.

The Iran national team has three crucial
tournaments coming up - the 2023 Asian Men’s
Volleyball Championship, 2022 Asian Games in
Hangzhou, and the 2024 Olympics qualifiers.
However, the team are currently going through
a chaotic period that could result in unfavorable
outcomes in the upcoming competitions.

Iran’s women’s
basketball team
defeat Jordan:
friendly

TEHRAN - Iran’s women’s basketball team
defeated Jordan 57-54 in a friendly match on
Sunday.

Iran had defeated Jordan 71-45 in its first
friendly match held in Amman, Jordan.

Team Melli Banovan will play two more friendly
matches with Jordan.

Thematches were played as part of preparation
for the 2023 FIBA Women'’s Asia Cup Division B.

Iran have been drawn in Pool A along with
Malaysia, Mongolia and Indonesia.

Pool B consists of Kazakhstan, Sri Lanka,
Jordan and Thailand.

Iran will start the campaign with a match
against Malaysia, slated for August 13 and play
Mongolia and Indonesia in the following days.

The competition will be held in Bangkok,
Thailand from Aug. 13 to 19.

Iran come third at
2023 Asian Karate
Championships

TEHRAN - Iran finished in third place at the 19th
edition of Asian Senior Karate Championships.

The Iranian karate athletes won 12 medals,
including three gold, two silver and seven bronze
medals.

Kazakhstan won the title with three gold, four
silver and four bronze medals.

Japan finished in second place, winning three
gold, three silver and two bronze medals.

Behnam Deghanzadeh at the Kumite Male
-55kg, Atousa Golshadnezhad at the Kumite
Female -61kg and Kumite Team Male won three
gold medals for Iran.

SPORTS

JULY 24,2023

Straight Truth

Bahman Asgari Ghoncheh at the Kumite
Male -75kg and Kumite Team Female claimed
two silver medals.

Sara Bahmanyar at the Kumite Female
-50kg, Fatemeh Saadati at the Kumite Female
-55kg, Sajad Ganjzadeh at the Kumite Male
+84kg, Amir Mehdizadeh at the Kumite Male
-67 kg, Fatemeh Sadeghi at Kata Female,
Abolfazl Shahrjerdi at Kata Male and Kata
Team Male won seven bronze medals.

The tournament has brought about 400
athletes from 31 countries together in Melaka,
Malaysia.

The last edition of the continental
championships was held last year in Tashkent,
capital of Uzbekistan and it gathered all
Senior, Cadet, Junior, and U21 categories.

The event comprised 17 categories, in the
senior competition, and seven categories in
the Para-Karate event.

Turkmenistan stun
Iran at 2023 CAFA
Futsal Cup

TEHRAN - Turkmenistan defeated Iran U23
futsal team 2-1in the opening match of 2023
CAFA Futsal Cup on Sunday.

Turkmenistan’s Pirguly Gulychmyradov was
selected as MVP.

Iran are scheduled to face Kyrgyzstan on
Monday.

Tajikistan, Iran, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan compete in
the tournament.

The round-robin tournament is being held
in Dushanbe, Tajikistan from July 23 to 30.

The winning team will be determined by the
number of points scored.

Iran ease past
China at 2023 Asian
U16 Volleyball

TEHRAN - Iran defeated China in straight
sets (31-29, 25-17, 25-23) at the 2023 Asian
Men’s U16 Volleyball Championship on Sunday.

Iran, who had defeated Japan 3-2 in their
opening Pool C match on Saturday, will meet
Saudi Arabia on Monday.

The eight-day tournament has been split
into four pools - Pools A, B, C and D. Hosts
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Hong Kong China
are in Pool A, while Pool B consists of Thailand
and Australia (Bahrain and India withdrew).
Saudi Arabia joined Iran, China and Japan
in Pool C, with Pool D featuring Pakistan,
Mongolia and Chinese Taipei.

Teams will play pool
preliminaries.

Top three teams at the end of the
championship will secure their berths in the
next year’s inaugural FIVB Volleyball Boys’ U17
World Championship.

round-robin

Russia beat Iran
to win 2023
Nation’s Cup

TEHRAN - Russia beach soccer team
defeated Iran 4-3 on Sunday to win 2023
Nation’s Cup.

Mehdi Mirjalil, Mohammad Mokhtari and
Mohammad Masoumizadeh were on target
for Iran.

Alexey Makarov (two goals), Ali Mirshekari
(own goal) and Ostap Fedorov scored for the
Russian team.

Team Melli had defeated Senegal 5-1 and
the UAE 10-0 in their first two matches.

The four-team tournament was held at the
Nova arena in Saint Petersburg, Russia from
July 21to 23.

Team Melli participated in the tournament
as part of preparation for the 2023 FIFA Beach
Soccer World Cup, which will be held in Dubai,
the UAE from Feb. 15 to 25.
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Indonesia ready to enhance trade ties

with Iran: envoy

ICCIMA Head Hossein Selahvarzi (L) and Indonesian Ambassador to Tehran Ronny Prasetyo
Yuliantoro

TEHRAN - Sending a congratulatory message
to Hossein Selahvarzi on his election as the
new head of the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA),
Indonesian Ambassador to Tehran Ronny
Prasetyo Yuliantoro has expressed his country’s
readiness to strengthen economic ties with Iran,
the ICCIMA portal reported.

“l am confident that your experiences in this
important position willbeavaluable asset to achieve
the goals and aspirations of your government
and will help to develop cooperation with friendly
countries,” Yuliantoro said in his message.

During a meeting with Mehdi Zeyghami,
the acting head of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TP0O), at the place of the
organization earlier this month, the envoy had
said that a preferential trade agreement (PTA) is
important for the development of trade between
Iran and Indonesia.

He said that his country is examining the
package proposed by Iran, and expressed hope
that the PTA between the two countries will be
finalized soon, because this agreement is of
particular importance for the parties’ access to
each other’s markets.

In this meeting, the ambassador of Indonesia
invited Iranian  businessmen to attend
international exhibitions of this country and said:
“The largest trade exhibition in Indonesia will
be held in October and we are ready to welcome
Iranian businessmen as participants and visitors.”

The TPO head, for his part, welcomed this
issue and referred to the dispatch and reception
of trade delegations and active presence in the
exhibitions of the target countries as priorities of
this organization.

Referring to the extensive relations between Iran
and Indonesia from the past to the present, Zeyghami
pointed to the issue of barter trade agreement
between the two countries and said this agreement
can develop trade between the two sides.

The value of trade between Iran and Indonesia
reached nearly one billion dollars in the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20).

Of the mentioned figure, $847 million was
the share of Iran’s export to Indonesia, and $119
million was the share of Indonesia’s export to Iran.

Indonesia is one of the world’s consumption
markets, and this country’s market is the main
destination of many countries’ export goods.
Considering Indonesia’s membership in the
World Trade Organization (WT0) and low tariffs
for imports to this country, Iran can also take
advantage of the economic status of Indonesia
and expand its trade with this country.

In recent years, Iran has started to sign
preferential trade agreements with other
countries to expand its economic relations
through the reduction of tariff rates. A clear
example of this policy is the trade agreement

with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and
Pakistan, based on them zero tariffs are to be
applied on at least 100 items.

Iran also signed a PTA with Indonesia on May
23 during the trip of President Ebrahim Raisi to
Jakarta.

During this trip, the two sides inked 11
agreements on cooperation in different areas,
including oil and gas, in the presence of the two
countries’ presidents.

In a joint press conference with Indonesian
President Joko Widodo on May 23, President Raisi
said that Iran and Indonesia have various fields
and capacities to improve the level of relations,
emphasizing that the signing of numerous
cooperation agreements in various fields shows
the determination of the two countries to develop
relations in all fields.

Referring to the goal set to increase the value
of trade between the two countries to $20 billion,
the president said, “Of course, the two countries
have decided to conduct their exchanges with
national currencies”

Also, before his trip to Indonesia, Iranian
Minister of Communications and Information
Technology lIssa Zarepour, who is the Iranian
chairman of Iran-Indonesia Joint Economic
Committee, held a meeting with some Indonesian
traders and businessmen in Tehran, after which,
the minister said that the Indonesian traders are
very willing to expand ties with Iran.

By removing the obstacles, the commercial
exchanges between Iran and Indonesia can be
multiplied quickly, the minister noted.

Zarepour also met Indonesian Trade Minister
Zulkifli Hasan prior to the trip of President Raisi
to Indonesia in order to finalize the documents of
expanding trade between the two countries.

The data of the last decade of Iran’s trade
with Indonesia show that the peak of Iran’s trade
relations with this country was in the Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20, 2022),
which can be a turning point in history of trade
between the two countries.

Iran’s 10-year exports to Indonesia show that
in 1400, the highest value of exports to Indonesia
occurred in the last ten years, which was $1.081
billion.

Iran’s export to Indonesia in the last ten years
shows an upward trend, as the exports to this
country have increased from 60 million dollars in
1392 to more than one billion dollars in 1400. This
is a sign of the potential of relations between the
two countries in the economic area.

Indonesian ambassador to Tehran has said that
Iran can use Indonesia as a hub for marketing its
products in the ASEAN countries.

The envoy made the remarks in an interview
conducted by the Tehran Times on the sidelines
of a ceremony to celebrate ASEAN Day 2022 in
Tehran in last August.

Ways of facilitating business ID card
issuance discussed at TCCIMA meeting

TEHRAN - Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) hosted
a two-day training course for the membership
managers of provincial chambers of commerce
across the country to review the latest changes in
the process of issuing and renewing business and
membership cards.

As reported by the TCCIMA portal, during the

mentioned course the attendees got familiar
with the latest rules and regulations to be able

to advise economic operators to receive business
cards in the best possible way.

The managers and officials from 34 provincial
chambers of commerce participated in the
mentioned gathering.

Inquiring about educational qualifications,
resolving software problems and the issues
regarding the web services of the comprehensive
business ID card issuance system were among the
subjects reviewed at the meeting.

‘Tajikistan interested in expanding

de relations with Iran’

tra

TEHRAN - The Acting Head of
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) Mehdi Zeyghami met with
Tajikistan's Ambassador in Tehran
Nizamuddin Zahedi on Saturday
to discuss ways of removing trade
barriers and improving economic
relations between the two countries.

Speaking in the meeting, the Tajik
ambassador emphasized that his
country is eager for expanding trade
ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran,
IRNA reported.

Zeyghami for his part said that
President EbrahimRaisi'sadministration
attaches great importance to trade ties
with neighboring countries, including
Tajikistan, and proposed holding a
joint business forum between the two
countries during the Iranian president's
upcoming visit to Dushanbe.

He also pointed to the decrease
in the volume of trade between
the two countries and noted that
TPO is conducting research for
identifying the causes and is taking
the necessary measures to remove
the obstacles to the development of
trade between Iran and Tajikistan.

The official further announced
that Iran is going to dispatch a
commercial attaché to Tajikistan
by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (late March 2024).

“Attending
exhibitions in

international
Tajikistan ~ and
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TPO caretaker Mehdi Zeyghami (R) hands over a souvenir to Tajik Ambassador in Tehran Nizamuddin Zahedi

exchanging trade delegations are
also among the main programs
of TPO in order to increase the
volume of mutual trade,” Zeyghami
emphasized.

He also underlined the ability of
Iranian technical and engineering
companies and called on the Tajik
government to pave the way for the
participation of such companies in
important projects in Tajikistan.

Referring to the volume of
commercial exchanges between Iran

and Tajikistan in the first five months
of this year, Zahedi noted that trade
exchanges have decreased by nine
percent compared to the same
period last year.

“The volume of trade should
increase considering Iran’s potentials
and our interest in using all these
potentials and capacities,” he stressed.

Referring to the planned visit of
President Raisi to Tajikistan within
the next two months, Zahedi said,
“It is necessary to hold a business

conference with the participation of
tradesmen and business officials of
the two countries in order to form a
bond between the two sides.”

The diplomat further pointed
to the Esteghlal Tunnel project
which was carried out by Iranian
companies in his country, saying “The
connection between the north and
the center of Tajikistan used to cut
off [during winter], but the Esteghlal
Tunnel resolved that problem.”

Iran to host 10th CHCA meeting

TEHRAN -The Islamic Republic of Iran is going to
host the 10th meeting of the Council of Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) Heads of Customs
Administration (CHCA) and the 9th meeting of the
Customs Transit Committee.

The decision in this regard was made during the
9th CHCA meeting in Azerbaijan’s capital Baku last

week, IRNA reported.

According to the IRICA, hosting the upcoming
meeting of ECO customs heads is important given
that the administration of President Ebrahim Raisi
has placed special emphasis on the development
of cooperation and economic relations with
neighboring countries and regional unions.

The 9th CHCA meeting and 8th Customs Transit
Committee meeting were held during July 18-19
with the active participation of IRICA delegations.

The ECO Customs Heads Meeting is one of the

most important meetings among the member
states of the important regional organization.

Iran’s oil income in 2022 surpasses
the figure during JCPOA: OPEC

TEHRAN - Iran’s oil income in
2022 reached $42.6 billion, which is
$1.5 billion more than the country’s
oil revenues in the first year of
the implementation of the nuclear
deal (2016) when the figure was
$411 billion, according to the data
presented at the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) Annual Statistical Bulletin
2023.
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The increase in Iran’s oil exports
to 14 million barrels per day (bpd) at
the end of 2022, according to Kepler’s
statistics, and the increase in oil prices
are among the reasons for Iran’s oil
income in the mentioned year.

Iran has been increasing its oil
production and exports over the past
few years despite the U.S. sanctions.

Back in June, Bloomberg reported
that the production and export of

I[ranian oil in 2023 have reached
record highs since the country came
under U.S. sanctions more than five
years ago.

The report published in late June
cited energy analysts as saying
that Iran’s oil exports have surged
to the highest level since the US.
unilaterally re-imposed sanctions on
the country in 2018.

The crude shipments doubled
since last autumn to reach 1.6 million
barrels a day in May, according to the
report.

A Reuters report, also said in the
same month, that Iranian crude
shipments continued to rise in 2023
with higher shipments to China, Syria,
and Venezuela. The report quoted
consultants, shipping data, and a
source familiar with the matter.

A large chunk of Iran’s crude oil
goes to China which is the world’s
major importer of energy. Several
European  customers  including
Germany, Spain, and Bulgaria also
imported oil from Iran.

The United States, under former
president Donald Trump, abandoned
the nuclear deal with the Islamic
Republic, formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), in May 2018 and reinstated
unilateral  sanctions that the
agreement had lifted.

Tehran's oil exports have been
limited since May 2018. However, the
exports have risen steadily during
the term of current US. President
Joe Biden.

The crude exports exceeded 15
million bpd in May, the highest monthly
rate since 2018, Reuters reported
quoting Kpler, a major international
tanker-tracking service.

The exports were roughly 2.5
million bpd in 2018, before the US.
withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear
agreement.

Iran said in May it has boosted its
crude output to above three million
bpd. That's about three percent of
global supply and would be the highest
since 2018, according to OPEC.

Tehran, Kuala Lumpur ink MOU on agricultural co-op

TEHRAN - Iran and Malaysia have signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) to enhance
bilateral cooperation in agriculture, especially in
the field of research and education, Mehr News
Agency reported.

The MOU was signed in ameeting between Iran’s
Deputy Agriculture Minister Mohammad Khayam-
Nikouie and Malaysian Minister of Agriculture and
Food Security Mohamad Sabu.

Establishing a joint research station for tropical
fruits, providing joint research opportunities
in the fields of water management, fisheries,

horticulture, irrigation, and plant conservation,
as well as holding short-term courses and joint
training workshops are among the most important
areas covered in the cooperation document.

In an interview conducted by the Tehran Times
in last August, Malaysia’s former Charge D'affaires
ad intrim in Tehran Mohd Nizam Halimi said
that there are a lot of potentials to improve and
increase trade between Iran and Malaysia.

He said: “At the moment trade relations
between Malaysia and Iran is very good”

“There are a lot of routes to improve and

increase this trade, | mean there is a lot of areas
that we can potentially cooperate in the field of
tourism, scientific research, and also cultural
activities” he reiterated.

Asked about the main challenges in the way of
trade between the two countries, the official said,
“One of the challenges aside from the banking
restriction due to the sanctions, is that we need
to identify what kind of products we could import
from Iran more, because right now the trade
balance is seen in favor of Malaysia, because of
our palm oil export and our timber and also rubber
products export.”

TEDPIX falls 6,000 points on Sunday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index
of Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 6,189 points to 1.976 million
on Sunday.

As reported, over 5.838 billion
securities worth 43.614 trillion rials
(about $91 million) were traded at
the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the  most
important one. The other three
ones are IranMercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known aslran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

A stock market analyst has
recently said the market is expected
to follow an upward trend in the
summer and will continue to improve
by the end of the season.

“Considering the fluctuations and
drops that occurred in the market
during Ordibehesht (the second

Iranian calendar month starting on
April 21), we are now seeing signs
of optimism in the market, and
considering this, the future of this
market is expected to be positive,’
Ali Jebel-Ameli said.



Israel teeters on edge of precipice

”10,000” army reservists suspend duty

From page 1 » He further
highlighted that Netanyahu's
condemnation of the reservists is
hypocritical, saying, “There are two
parties [in the coalition] whose
official policy is refusal [to serve in
the army]”’

“If they hold military service
in such high regard, how is it
that they appointed a convicted
felon who never served a day in
the army, Itamar Ben-Gvir, to
the (regime’s) security office?
How have they placed pogrom
and arson fan Bezalel Smotrich
in charge of the army in the
(occupied) West Bank?”

The former head of the Israeli
spy agency Shin Bet, Yuval Diskin,
told the protesting reservists their
stance was “heroic”.

But as Netanyahu looks set to
pass his judicial billon Monday (July
24), another former intelligence
chief, NadavArgaman, has issued a
stark warning saying “on Monday,
a bill is expected to pass, after
which ... I'm fearful about Israel ...
| am extremely worried that we're
at the beginning of a civil war”

Saturday saw another wave
of mass protests against
Netanyahu's cabinet and his
judiciary overhaul plan, including
settlers flooding the streets in
occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem).

In a sign of how the internal
divisions have spilled beyond
the  occupied  Palestinian
territories, Netanyahu has yet
to receive an official invitation
to visit Israel's staunchest
supporter, the United States.

This is something very rare,
as almost all newly inaugurated
Israeli prime ministers are
invited to Washington as well
as a photo opp with the US.
president within the first few
months of taking office.

Addressing  reporters, US.
National Security Spokesman John
Kirby, said “they will meet probably
before the end of this year”

He did not specify whether that
meeting would take place at the
White House, as Netanyahu has
repeatedly requested.

“All the details of the ‘wheres’

and the ‘whens’ are still being
worked out,” Kirby added.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog,
an opponent of the judiciary
reforms, has been invited instead.

The president in the Israeli
system is ceremonial.

Before Herzog even landed
on American soil, there was
controversy after Congresswoman
Pramila Jayapal described Israel as
a “racist state”.

Speaking at an event in Chicago,
the lawmaker said, “As somebody
that's been in the streets and
has participated in a lot of
demonstrations, | think | want
you to know that we have been
fighting to make it clear that Israel
is aracist state”

Jayapal also said, “The
Palestinian people deserve self-
determination and autonomy.”

Following scathing criticism
from the Zionist lobby in Congress
and in a sign of just how influential
it is on American foreign policy,
the chair of the U.S. Congressional
Progressive Caucus was forced
to backtrack on her remarks and
apologize in a statement.

“l do, however, believe that
[Benjamin] Netanyahu's extreme
rightwing  government  has
engaged in discriminatory and
outright racist policies and that
there are extreme racists driving
that policy within the leadership of
the current government,” Jayapal
noted in her statement.

That wasn't enough for some
Jewish  lawmakers, however,
who warned that they'll “never
allow anti-Zionist voices that
embolden antisemitism to hijack

the Democratic Party and country.”

“(The occupied Palestinian
territories) is the legitimate
homeland of the Jewish people,
and efforts to delegitimize and
demonizeitarenot only dangerous
and antisemitic, but they also
undermine  America’s national
security,” they claimed.

“In solidarity with the
Palestinian people
and all those who
have been harmed

by Israel’'s apartheid
government, | will be
boycotting President
Herzog'’s joint
address to Congress,’
Congresswoman
Rashida Tlaib said

Nevertheless, the Israeli
president’s address to Congress
was boycotted by a number of
lawmakers, among them Bernie
Sanders, who is a Jew.

The independent senator from
Vermont and ex-U.S. Democratic
presidential nominee, said that
he skipped the speech because
he’s strongly opposed to “the
policies of Israel’s right wing,
anti-Palestinian ~ government”
and that he believes Congress
has “a right to demand” the

Israelis “respect human rights.”

In addition to Sanders, seven
Democratic House members —
Ilhan Omar, Alexandra Ocasio-
Cortez, Rashida Tlaib, Cori Bush,
Jamaal Bowman, Raul Grijalva
and Nydia Velazquez also
boycotted Herzog’s speech.

“When Palestinian people
are able to live free and whole
lives..I will shut up,” said
Representative Cori Bush.

“There isnoway | can go and sit
and listen to a speech as we roll
out the red carpet for someone
who’s in a position to save the
lives of Palestinian people and
who can change the trajectory of
history,” said Bush.

She added, “When we are in
positions of power - whether
we are the ones that are directly
doing the harm or not - it is our
job to represent all of the people
and to make sure that we're
doing the work” to “end harm or
at least mitigate it”

Representative Rashida Tlaib
echoed similar remarks.

“Insolidarity with the Palestinian
people and all those who have
been harmed by Israel’s apartheid
government, | will be boycotting
President Herzog's joint address
to Congress,” Tlaib said. “l urge all
members of Congress who stand
for human rights for all to join me”’

Following Herzog trip, at least
two former U.S. ambassadors
to Israel called on the
administration of President Joe
Biden to end military assistance
to Israel, arguing that the
relationship between the two
sides would be better without a
sense of financial dependency.

Speaking to the New York
Times, former ambassadors Dan
Kurtzer and Martin Indyk were
among the figures to state the
time has come foranewapproach
to the U.S.-Israel relationship not
centered on foreign aid.

The widening fractures within
the Israeli entity and signs of
the regime’s isolation among
the international community, in
particular figures in the United
States, all reflect the failure of
so-called U.S.--brokered Abraham
Accords.

How Egypt could help end the Sudan conflict

By Marco Mossad

Egypt recently took the initiative to host a
summit in order to address the civil war in Sudan.
The summit brought together leaders from
several countries, including the Central African
Republic, Chad, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Libya, and
South Sudan. However, notably absent from the
summit were representatives from the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) and the Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF). At the Cairo summit, the Egyptian
leadership wanted to draw a framewaork for any
potential peace agreement and to remind all
parties to facilitate the humanitarian corridors
for civilians for aid delivery.

Nevertheless, Egypt possesses historical
and political influence in the MENA region,
enabling it to potentially bring about an end to
the conflict. By engaging directly with the key
stakeholders in Sudan as well as their regional
supporters, Egypt can initiate negotiations
for sustainable political reforms by creating
the environment where both sides and their
supporters agree to sit together and try to
reach sustainable peace.

The conflict has the potential to be long-
lasting due to the steadfastness of both
parties in their positions. General Mohamed
Hemeti declared that he is present on the field
and would not cease fighting until he achieved
the desired goal: overthrow the government
and seize power. Similarly, General Abdel
Fattah Al-Barhan announced that he was
defending the Sudanese state’s sovereignty.

Numerous efforts to bring about peace in
Sudan have proven unsuccessful so far due to
disagreements involving the mediators and
the parties involved in the conflict. A notable
instance occurred when Khartoum raised
objections to the peace initiative presented by
Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD) and rejected Kenya's chairmanship of
the conflict resolution committee, claiming
that the Kenyan president favors the RSF.
Furthermore, both parties opposed a demand
from Ethiopia to impose a no-fly zone in Sudan.

Additionally, Sudan vehemently rejected a
proposal to deploy East African forces, even
going so far as to threaten the suspension of
its membership in the East African bloc of IGAD.
The Sudanese leadership strongly believes that
the deployment of foreign troops would only
prolong the conflict by potentially involving
external actors. They also harbor concerns that
Ethiopia and Kenya may stand to benefit from
Sudan’s vulnerability and its inability to unite its
own factions, thereby gaining regional power.

This objection to various proposals from
neighboring countries indicates that the
solution in Sudan can't be found through
traditional ways. The warring parties have to
agree on one regional mediator—a country or
a regional organization with good relations
with both SAF and RSF—to end the conflict.
The Cairo summit stressed that the Sudan
conflict would only be resolved in Sudan,
closing the door to any external interference
in Sudan. An announcement is welcomed in
Khartoum, but it still could not end the conflict
or at least bring both warring parties to the
negotiation table.

Egypt and Sudan have long been connected
by historical, social, and political ties, as well
as a shared destiny as one nation. This led
the Egyptian Parliament in October 1951 to
amend King Farouk’s title to the King of Egypt
and Sudan. Egypt fears that the outbreak of
conflict in Sudan could lead to the influx of
mercenaries and armed militants through
the country’s southern borders. Intelligence
reports suggest that Hemeti and his forces

receive military support from several Arab
and foreign countries. These reports have also
revealed a relationship between the Wagner
Group, a Russian military contractor, and the
Rapid Support Forces.

Furthermore, the Wall Street Journal reported
that General Khalifa Haftar in Libya is supplying
weapons to Hemeti. This unstable security
situation in Sudan, coupled with the availability
of arms and equipment from various regional
and international parties, is a cause for concemn
for the Egyptian administration.

Egypt maintains strong alliances and close
ties with the United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, and Libya, making it an important
regional player. Furthermore, Egypt has
established a stable relationship with
Russia. These connections enable Egypt to
communicate effectively with its regional
allies, who possess significant influence and
leverage over the RSF, thereby increasing
the chances of initiating negotiations.
Additionally, Egypt enjoys a distinct bond
with the Sudanese army, characterized by
shared experiences and military strategies. By
leveraging these relationships, Cairo has the
potential to resolve the conflict by convening
both opposing factions in Cairo and creating
regional support to ensure a lasting peace.

The Cairoinitiativereceived a positive response
on social media from both conflicting parties.
Additionally, all seven neighboring nations
expressed their support fortheinitiative, which is
considered as a significant accomplishment for
the leadership in Egypt. With its strong political
influence and regional power status, Cairo has
the opportunity to leverage its relationships
to advance towards a durable and extended
ceasefire. The ultimate goal is to establish a
comprehensive plan for political reform and
ensure transparent elections. Consequently,
it is crucial for Egypt to capitalize on the
achievements of the Cairo summit and take
further steps to promote stability in the region,
which is of great importance to the country.

Cambodia PM Hun
Sen’s party claims
‘landslide’

in flawed election

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s Cambodian
People’s Party (CPP) has claimed a
“landslide” victory in national elections
described by critics as the country’s least
free and fair vote in decades.

“We’ve won a landslide victory but so far
there is no clear figures yet [on seats won],”
said Sok Eysan, spokesperson for the CPP,
just hours after polls closed on Sunday.

The claim of an election walkover by the
governing party followed after Hun Sen said
voter turnout hit 84 percent on Sunday.

Hun Sen said the strong voter participation
proved that a campaign to undermine
the election - by what he described as an
“extremist” opposition — had failed, Reuters
news agency reported. Some 9.7 million
people registered to vote among Cambodia’s
approximately 16 million population.

Sudan civilians
reportedly killed in
Darfur fighting

At least 16 civilians have reportedly been
killed in an exchange of rocket fire between
Sudan’s army and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) in the war-torn Darfur
region, which has seen some of the worst
violence since fighting began in mid-April.

On Saturday, a local lawyers’ union said it
happened in the city of Nyala, the capital of
the state of South Darfur.

The Darfur Bar Association said that the
fighting led to the killing of 16 civilians,
including an entire family, which lost all of
its members with the exception of one, who
sustained injuries.

There were also reports of snipers
targeting people in West Darfur, including
its capital of el-Geneina, near Chad, and tens
of thousands of residents have fled across
the border.

At least one man was killed by a sniper,
the Darfur Bar Association added.

Palestinians call
for probeinto
Israeli killing of
teenager

The Palestinian foreign ministry has
called for an international investigation into
the Israeli killing of a Palestinian teenager in
the occupied West Bank town of Sebastiya,
with more than 200 Palestinians killed so
far in the current year.
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Fawzi Hani Makhalfeh, 18, was driving
with his friend Mohammed Mukheimar
when Israeli forces opened fire at their car
at about midnight.

Mukheimar was injured and arrested by
Israeli forces.

Ahmed Jibril, the director of ambulance
and emergency services at the Red
Crescent, said that Makhalfeh was hit by
several bullets, one of them directly in the
head, out of dozens of bullets fired by the
Israeli soldiers.

In a statement, the Israeli army claimed
the two Palestinians tried to drive a car into
soldiers, but Makhalfeh'’s family said the two
did not target soldiers but were ambushed
while driving home, and that their car was
riddled with bullets.

11 killed in
suspected arsonin
Mexico club

Eleven people were killed and four
injured in a suspected arson attack at a
bar in the northern border city of San Luis
Rio Colorado, Sonora, on Saturday morning,
Mexican authorities said, as the country
continues to struggle with violent crime.

The authorities said a young, intoxicated
man had thrown a firebomb at the club, Beer
House, around 1:33 a.m. after being kicked
out earlier that night. Witnesses said he had
been harassing women in the bar, leading to
his expulsion, according to the Sonora state
attorney general’s office.

Flash floods
kill 12 and leave

40 missing in

Afghanistan

Heavy flooding from seasonal rains in
Afghanistan has killed at least 12 people and
left dozens missing, according to a Taliban
spokesman and local officials.

Government spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid said Sunday that around 40 people
are missing after the flash flooding late
Saturday night in the Jalrez district of
Maidan Wardak province, west of Kabul.

He added that all relevant authorities
have been ordered to provide necessary
assistance to the people in the affected
areas.

The provincial governor’'s office in a
statement said that hundreds of homes
are either damaged or destroyed and the
missing people are believed to be under the
rubble of collapsed homes.

The statement also said that hundreds of
hectares of agricultural land were washed
out and destroyed and the highway between
the capital Kabul and the central Bamiyan
province is also closed due to the floods.
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Iran to form steering council dedicated to

medical tourism

=t W
TEHRAN - The Iranian ministers of tourism,
health, and foreign affairs have decided to estab-
lish a steering council tasked to buttress the med-
ical tourism sector of the Islamic Republic.

On a Saturday meeting, Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian, Health Minister Bahram
Einollahi, and Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Minister Ezzatollah Zarghami sat with
several members of the Iranian Parliament to dis-
cuss ways to develop medical tourism by expand-
ing diplomatic efforts with target countries, ISNA
reported.

The attendees outlined a roadmap to step up
collaboration and help unlock the vast potential of
the sector for income generation, the report said.

They also exchanged views on the country’s rel-
ative strength in admitting international medical
travelers, such as credible surgeons and physi-
cians, specialized hospitals, cutting-edge medical
technologies and affordable medical services.

In this regard, they decided to establish a steer-
ing council to upgrade inter-institutional coordi-
nation between all governmental and non-gov-
ernmental bodies responsible for medical tourism,
the report said.

Earlier this month, Mahdi Safari, the deputy for-
eign minister for economic diplomacy, said Iran’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs plans to help attract
six million medical tourists per year. Safari made
the remarks in a meeting attended by top officials
from the tourism and health ministries and a host
of other travel insiders, hospital administrators

and tour operators.

Attaining this target requires close cooperation
between responsible organizations and institu-
tions, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is at the
service of tourism development in its various di-
mensions with all its strength, the official said.

Also, the deputy tourism minister Ali-Asghar
Shalbafian said the most important problem in
the field of medical tourism was a disagreement
between the relevant institutions and the lack of
a single trustee for this tourism field. “Now, this
disagreement is addressed with the establish-
ment of the health tourism steering council and
the approval of the necessary procedures for the
duties of each of the relevant institutions, and
gradually some other problems in the field of
medical tourism will also be resolved,” Shalbafian
explained.

Mohammad Hossein Niknam, who presides over
the Ministry of Health's Department for Interna-
tional Cooperation, reminded Iran’s advantages
in medical tourism in terms of experienced med-
ical staff, low treatment costs compared to other
countries, high-quality medical services and well-
equipped specialized hospitals.

Medical tourism is booming worldwide, as about
20 to 24 million people are traveling for medical
treatments annually. Factors such as increased
care needs over longer lifespans, rising healthcare
costs, and constant pressures on some insurance
industries are reasons behind why some people
opt to travel abroad.

28 Iron Agerelics delivered to Mazandaran’s
cultural heritage departments

TEHRAN - An Iranian cultural heritage en-
thusiast has presented 28 Iron Age relics to
the cultural heritage department of Mazan-
daran province.

The donated objects include two red clay
pots, seven bronze clamps with spiral dec-
oration, two shovels, a spearhead, seven
bronze rods, two mirrors, six rusted daggers,
and one small clay pot with a small drain,
which belongs to the Iron Age, a local police
commander in charge of protecting cultural
heritage said on Sunday.

An early Iranian civilization flourished at
the beginning of the first millennium BC in
the Mazandaran (Tabarestan) region, which
is sandwiched between the southern coast
of the Caspian Sea and the Alborz mountains.

Marshy backlands dominate the coastal
plain, and extensive gravel fans fringe the
mountains. The climate is permanently sub-
tropical and humid, with very hot summers.
The highland slopes rise abruptly in the west
and more gently in the east.

Scorching summer temperatures may change
European travel patterns, tourism groups say

Soaring summer temperatures across south-
ern Europe could prompt a lasting shift in tour-
ist habits, with more travelers choosing cooler
destinations or taking their holidays in spring
or autumn to dodge the extreme heat, tourism
bodies and experts predict.

European Travel Commission (ETC) data
shows the number of people hoping to travel to
the Mediterranean region in June to November
has already fallen 10 percent compared to last
year, when scorching weather led to droughts
and wildfires.

Destinations like the Czech Republic, Den-
mark, Ireland and Bulgaria have meanwhile
seen a spike in interest.

“We anticipate that unpredictable weather
conditions in the future will have a greater im-
pact on travelers’ choices in Europe,” said Miguel
Sanz, the head of the ETC.

A report by the trade body also shows 7.6
percent of travelers now see extreme weather
events as a major concern for trips between
June and November.

Among them are Anita Elshoy and her hus-
band, who returned home to Norway from their
favourite vacation spot of Vasanello, a village
north of Rome, a week earlier than planned this
month as temperatures reached around 35 C.

“(I) got a lot of pain in the head, legs and (my)
fingers swelled up and | became more and more
dizzy,” Elshoy said of her heat-related symp-
toms. “We were supposed to be there for two
weeks, but we couldn’t (stay) because of the
heat”

No wave of cancellations — yet

Demand for travel has soared again this sum-
mer as tourists leave behind years of pandemic
restrictions, and travel companies say the heat
hasn’t caused many cancellations — yet.

Britons in particular have booked fewer hol-
idays at home and more in the Mediterranean,
often many months in advance, as they contin-
ue to crave post-lockdown beach escapes, said
Sean Tipton of British travel agent group ABTA.

(Source: CBS NEWS)

Foreign travelers in Yazd attend

Muharram mourning rituals

TEHRAN - This year, like years
before, some foreign travelers in
Yazd attend Muharram mourn-
ing rituals, in which the locals
commemorate the martyrdom
anniversary of Imam Hussein
(AS) and his loyal companions,
slain in 680 CE at Karbala in
modern-day Iraq.

“For instance, a group of 25
travelers from South Korea paid
visits to mourning ceremonies
held in Yazd on Saturday,” a lo-
cal official in charge of religious
tourism said on Sunday.

“We have had requests from
Turkey, Spain, South Korea, and
some other countries to partic-
ipate in [religious] rituals of the
month of Muharram, especially
Tasua and Ashura in Yazd and
necessary arrangements have
been made in this regard,” the
official said.

Last year, 415 foreign tourists
from 16 countries participat-
ed in the Muharram mourning
ceremonies of Yazd province,
the official said. “Those tourists
were from lItaly, Spain, Germany,
France, Czech Republic, Turkey,
Portugal, China, Hungary, Hol-
land, Austria, Poland, Russia,
Switzerland, Chile, and Croatia.”

Here are some comments
made by some foreign travel-
ers in an interview with the Iran
Press last year:

Elina from Italy said it was the
first time she visited Iran and
saw Muharram mourning rituals
and the Iranian culture, which she
said was very admirable. “Rituals
full of emotions and many reli-
gious people; | respect this belief
very much, “she expressed her
feelings.

A visitor from Barcelona said:
“We came to Iran to get familiar
with the customs here; the real
face of the country is the oppo-

site of what we were told about...
Real emotions were seen in the
Iranian society; the people ad-
here wholeheartedly to their reli-
gion and traditions.” The Spanish
traveler added: “The feeling and
companionship of the people has
affected us; we thank the Irani-
ans for accepting us.”

“It's a very interesting ritual;
the people of Yazd are calm and
kind,” a Russian visitor from St.
Petersburg said. He said he was
a historian and that he knew
Imam Hussein (AS) and agreed
with him.

“We were so excited to know
about the traditions here; I'm
of the advocates of the places
where traditions and customs
are important,” a female trav-
eler from Croatia said, adding
the poems which were cited, the
way people prayed and beat their
chests, and their emotions were
magnificent and spectacular.

Yazd has long been a desti-
nation for domestic and for-
eign tourists who are willing to

witness centuries-old mourn-
ing ceremonies held during the
months of Muharram and Sa-
far. Holidaymakers may attend
mourning ceremonies, such as
Nakhl-Gardani or Nakhl-Bardari,
which is a symbolic representa-
tion of the Imam’s coffin, resem-
bling an Imam’s funeral; Tazieh,
a passionate play inspired by
historical and religious narra-
tions; and Sineh-Zani [beating
the chest].

Muharram and the following
month, Safar (which includes a
commemoration of the after-
math of Karbala) are a period
of lamentation for Muslims.
War and fighting are prohibited
during Muharram and festivities
like weddings and birthdays are
usually postponed to more ap-
propriate days. People generally
wear black out of respect or at
least avoid wearing very bright
colors.

They say the core meaning of
Muharram is beyond such mere
bereavement and commemora-
tion of the past. Karbala was an

actual and metaphorical venue
where the Truth confronted the
Lie, where justice spoke vibrant
and audible in the face of preju-
dice, and where courage, passion,
and devotion preceded attach-
ment, worldliness and obstinacy.

In July 2017, the historical core
of Yazd was named UNESCO
World Heritage. Yazd is regularly
referred to as a delightful place
to stay, or a “don’t miss” desti-
nation by almost all of its visi-
tors. The city is full of mudbrick
houses that are equipped with
innovative badgirs (wind catch-
ers), atmospheric alleyways, and
many Islamic and Iranian monu-
ments that shape its eye-catch-
ing city landscape.

The historical core of Yazd is
chockful of mudbrick houses, ba-
zaars, public bathhouses, water
cisterns, mosques, synagogues,
Zoroastrian temples, and centu-
ries-old gardens. From the divine
point of view, the city enjoys the
peaceful coexistence of three re-
ligions: Islam, Judaism, and Zoro-
astrianism.

Parliament premises hosting exhibit of
Persian handicrafts

TEHRAN - Collections of Persian handi-
crafts have been put on show on the prem-
ises of the Iranian parliament in downtown
Tehran.

The three-day exhibition was visited by
more than 30 members of the parliament
upon its inauguration on Saturday, CHTN re-
ported.

The exhibition showcases handwoven tex-
tiles, potteries, and decorated objects from
every corner of the country, the report said.

Based on available data, the value of Iran’s

handicraft exports stood at $400 million
during the first ten months of the past Irani-
an calendar year 1401 (Mar. 21,2022 - Jan. 20,
2023). Compared with the same period a year
earlier, the figure represents some 30 per-
cent growth, deputy tourism Maryam Jalali
Dehkordi said.

Iranian handicrafts have a high capacity
for export, which can be realized through the
creation of special holding companies, she
said. Iran exported some $320 million worth
of handicrafts during the year 1400, the offi-
cial added.

According to the Ministry of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts, Iran has the
most cities and towns registered with the
World Crafts Council (WCC), followed by Chi-
na with seven, Chile with four, and India with
three designated ones.

Irag, Afghanistan, Germany, the United
States, and the coastal states of the Persian
Gulf are among the countries that tradition-
ally import ceramics, porcelain, hand-woven
clothing, personal jewelry, and semi-precious
stones from Iran.

Iranian, French archaeological survey suggests
Viranshahr inhabited during Parthian, Sassanian eras

TEHRAN - The fifth archaeological
season conducted on Viranshahr, by
ateam of Iranian and French archae-
ologists, suggests the northeastern
Iranian site was inhabited during the
Parthian and Sassanian eras.

Co-led by Meysam Labbaf-Khaniki
of Iran’s Research Institute of Cul-
tural Heritage and Tourism and Lou-
vre Museum’s Rocco Rante from the
University of Provence Aix-Marseille,
the recent excavations were aimed
to sharpen the focus on hidden gems
of cultural heritage at the ancient
site which is situated near the city of
Faruj in North Khorasan province.

The team during its recent fol-

low-up excavations has discovered a
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landmark plan of the newly excavat-
ed ruins and relics, ILNA quoted Lab-
baf-Khaniki as saying on Saturday.

“Characteristics of the newly dis-
covered potteries and other cultural
materials, as well their architectural
style, indicate that Viranshahr was
probably established in the Parthian
period and was inhabited until the
middle of the Sassanid era” Lab-
baf-Khaniki said.

“The 14-hectare area of Viran-
shahr was surrounded by a defen-
sive wall, and in its northern corner
there was another enclosed part,
which was probably the seat of the

rulers of this settlement as a cita-
del,” the archaeologist said.

“Based on our examinations of
the architectural remains and sur-
face evidence [we found evidence of]
towers built at successive intervals
along a wall”

“Ruins of those towers can be
traced in the form of small and large
architectural structures, which can
be seen today in the form of irregular
mounds in the area”

Commenting on other discoveries
at the site, he said trenches carved
in previous years led to the precise
identification of the structure of a
gate, however, this year’s excavation
was dedicated to the recognition of
a building buried in a hill that once
stood with 3-meter-wide clay walls
in the southern part of this area.

Last year, the team unearthed the
ruins of a fortified structure during
the fourth archaeological season.
Based on initial evidence, experts from
the Louvre and the University of Teh-
ran, the structure had a religious or
administrative use in its heyday.

According to Labbaf-Khaniki,
many historians and archaeologists
believe that Viranshahr is the birth-
place of the Parthian Empire (247
BC-224 CE) and housed the first

administrative institutes of the dy-
nasty.

Parthian Empire, also known as
the Arsacid Empire, largely adopted
the art, architecture, religious be-
liefs, and royal insignia of their cul-
turally heterogeneous empire, which
encompassed Persian, Hellenistic,
and regional cultures. At its height,
the Parthian Empire stretched from
the northern reaches of the Euphra-
tes, in what is now central-eastern
Turkey, to eastern Iran.

The Sassanid era (224 CE-651) is
of very high importance in the history
of Iran. Under Sassanids, Persian art
and architecture experienced a gen-
eral renaissance. Architecture often
took grandiose proportions, such as
palaces at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and
Sarvestan, which are amongst the
highlights of the ensemble.

Khorasan — meaning the “Land of
the Sun” — is a historical region and
realm comprising a vast territory now
lying in northeastern Iran, southern
Turkmenistan, and northern Afghan-
istan. The historical region extended
along the north, from the Amu Darya
(Oxus River) westward to the Caspian
Sea and, along the south, from the
fringes of the central Iranian deserts
eastward to the mountains of central
Afghanistan.



Some 240 hospitals ready to accept
medical tourists

TEHRAN - Health Minister Bah-
ram Einollahi has said about 240
hospitals in the country are ready to
accept medical tourists.

Last year (March 2022-March
2023), around 1,200 medical tourists
received health services in Iran, he
said, adding that people from neigh-
boring countries used to travel to Iran

for health services, IRIB reported.

“Gradually, as familiarity with
Iran’s level of progress in the field of
health services increased, the num-
ber of medical tourists increased be-
cause they trusted the Iranian medi-
cal science,” Einollahi highlighted.

So far, some 240 hospitals have
received International Patients De-

partment (IPD) permits, he added.

“We are planning to send health
attachés to the countries where the
number of visits by medical tourists
to Iran is high.”

On July 16, Einollahi said, “We
have negotiated with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs regarding the ap-
pointment of health attachés in the

embassies of some countries with
whom we cooperate in the fields of
medicine, medical equipment, sci-
ence and technology, and exchange
of professors and students”

“Health attachés are appointed in
six countries in the first phase, in-
cluding South American and African
countries. We are also following up
on dispatching health attachés in
neighboring countries,” IRNA quoted
Einollahi as saying on Saturday.

In this line, the first health attaché
will be sent to Iraq by the next two
weeks, he noted.

“The issue of medical tourism is
very important. Therefore, countries
that have extensive relations with us
in the field of health diplomacy will
be given the top priority.”

President Ebrahim Raisi has said
the Islamic Republic is a suitable
destination for medical tourism.

Highlighting the country’s great
strides in medical and health scienc-
es, Raisi said patients in many neigh-
boring countries prefer to visit Iran
for treatment than travel to Europe.

This is due to the lower cost and
high level of expertise in Iran, Raisi
said, Press TV reported.

EU supports WFP assistance to refugees in Iran

TEHRAN - The United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) in Iran welcomes its
first-ever contribution from the European
Union (EU) that will allow the food agency to
provide cash assistance to the most vulnerable
refugees in the country.

This significant funding of €1.5 million comes
through the Directorate-General for European
Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Opera-
tions (DG ECHO) and will support nearly 33,000
refugees residing in 20 settlements across the
country.

“We are immensely grateful for the EU’s sup-
port that will help us address the most urgent
food and nutrition needs of vulnerable refu-
gees as well as help build their resilience for a
better future and make a tangible difference in

their lives,” said WFP Representative and Coun-
try Director (a.i.) in Iran Baton Osmani.

Iran is already the second largest refu-
gee-hosting country globally after Tirkiye,
hosting over 3.4 million refugees and refu-
gee-like populations, but the influx of vulner-
able Afghans seeking refuge in Iran has further
strained the country’s economy.

“We stand by refugees who fled their coun-
tries and are currently in Iran,” says Taheeni
Thammannagoda, who oversees EU-funded
humanitarian operations in Iran. “The contribu-
tion from the EU will support WFP’s operations
and will ensure that the most vulnerable ref-
ugees have enough means to meet their basic
needs.”

By the end of 2023, the settlement popula-
tion is projected to increase to 52,000, follow-
ing the completion of status determinations
for many newly arrived individuals. WFP’s
current two-year plan reaffirms the agency’s
commitment to supporting all vulnerable ref-
ugees residing in settlements through the pro-
vision of unconditional cash assistance to meet
their basic needs, with a focus on improving
food security.

Thanks to donor support, WFP has been
providing assistance to refugees in Iran since
the arrival of the first asylum seekers from Af-
ghanistan and Iraq in the late 1980s. The food
agency remains committed to continuing its
support until a durable solution is found.

Low rainfall creates sources of SDS in north, east: official

TEHRAN - In recent years, low
precipitation in the northern and
eastern parts of the country has
gradually turned pastures into cen-
ters of sand and dust storms, Sadeq
Ziaeian, an official with Iran Meteo-
rological Organization, has said.

The recent increase in the occur-
rence of sand and dust storms is due
to the lack of rainfall in the current
year and previous years, he added,

IRIB reported.

The SDS phenomenon has been
plaguing the country for several years
and has caused problems in many
provinces. According to experts, nat-
ural and human factors are involved
in the occurrence and severity of this
phenomenon which is mainly caused
by excessive consumption of water
and drying up reservoirs.

Sand and dust storm is not a new

phenomenon and has existed in the
past years, but it has increased and
has more destructive effects on the
environment today due to human
activities and climate change, Ahad
Vazifeh, the head of the national
center for drought and crisis man-
agement, has said.

Less-than-normal rainfall in the
country has caused the surface of some
lakes and wetlands to dry up, so now
they have a salty surface and a soft,
non-sticky texture and are exposed to
wind erosion, he added, ISNA reported.

“Last year (March 2022-March
2023) was dry and with little rainfall,
and this year is the third year that
we are in low rainfall conditions,” he
noted, stressing that many provinc-
es even experienced a very severe
and exceptional drought, and a lot

of sand and dust hotspots have in-
creased in these areas.

In August 2022, Department of
Environment Chief Ali Salajegeh said
to deal with sand and dust storms,
positive measures have been taken
inside the country.

Aten-year plan has been prepared
to curb internal sources of sand and
dust storms, he added.

“At least five international meet-
ings will be held this year, one of
which is the conference on combat-
ing sand and dust storms,” he added,
IRNA reported.

The Department of Environment
has set up a secretariat for the in-
ternational conference on combat-
ing sand and dust storms which is
scheduled to be held in Tehran on
September 9-10.

Iran reopens schools under
strict health protocols

ENGLISH IN USE

Over 15 million students attended schools nationwide on Saturday

for the new school year under strict health protocols against the coro-

navirus pandemic.

The opening bell of the new academic year was rung symbolically by
President Hassan Rouhani at a high school in Tehran.

Mohsen Haji Mirzaei, Education Minister, symbolically attended the

virtual festival.

More than 15 million students started the new school yearin 116,000

schools across the country, he said.

This year, education is followed in three forms of in-person, virtual,
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Straight Truth

Women from the Leader’s point of view-22

Islam defends women’s rights contrary

to some allegations

From page 1 » Social and cultural condi-
tions are among the important factors of the
approach to women'’s rights which has caused
the issue of women'’s rights to be brought up
with more intensity and seriousness in the
current era due to important social and cul-
tural transformations, and sometimes it leads
to extreme attitudes and comments by fem-
inists.

Undoubtedly, as in the past patriarchal and
degrading views towards women have been to
the detriment of men and women, and the ex-
treme beliefs of feminism with a woman-cen-
tered thought will also lead to the detriment
of men and women.

The balanced attitude of Islam does not re-
flect these kinds of extremism. According to
the Holy Qur’an, men and women are equal in
humanity, but they have two types of charac-
teristics.

“Whosoever acts righteously - whether a
man or a woman - and embraces belief, we
will surely grant him a good life; and will sure-
ly grant such persons their reward according
to the best of their deeds.” [Qur'an 16:97]

These characteristics have originated from
the physical and emotional structure of both
men and women. Just as the freedom and
equality of humans are inspired by their na-

According to the
Holy Qur’an, men and
women are equal in
humanity.

ture, their efficiency and duties are also root-
ed in the existential structure of both of them.

The natural differences between men and
women are undeniable, although there may
be no consensus on the extent of these differ-
ences and the extent of their influence on the
way rules and regulations governing them are
set. What is certain is that these differences
are to the extent that they can justify many of
the existing differences linked to the issues
of women and men. But these differences are
in no way related to the fact that a man or a
woman is a superior sex and the other is a
lower, inferior, and imperfect sex.

When it is said that a woman is the cen-
ter of the family, this idea comes to mind
that society and politics are deprived of the
presence of women or vice versa. Howev-
er, as half of human society, women have
played and continue to play a significant
role in the history of societies and nations,
and Islam, along with history, has honored
and praised the presence of women in this
field. Therefore, if there are restrictive
rulings in Islam towards women, it never
means ignoring their abilities in managing
society and playing their social role.

3 ISNA / Pourya Pakizeh

Eye-catchin Olelah in Gilan

“Islam’s purpose in defending women’s
rights is that women should not be oppressed.
If a woman does not have a safe, secure en-
vironment to study, work and possibly earn
money, this is oppression and cruelty. From
Islam’s perspective, if a woman has a talent,
for example, if she has a talent in science, in
making inventions and discoveries, or in pol-
itics or social work, but if others do not allow
these talents to be used and cultivated, this
is an act of oppression,” said Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei. (October 22,1997)

One of the most important women’s
rights that Islam pays attention to is the
right to life for women. As we know, during
the Age of Ignorance (Jahiliyyah), the dignity
of women was degraded to such an extent
that if a girl was born, it was considered a
source of shame and dishonor and she was
buried alive.

Islam not only fought against this behav-
ior; but rather, strongly condemned it. Also,
among other rights raised in the foundations
of Islam, we can mention the right of women
to own property.

In a society where a woman was viewed
as a commodity, there was no possibility of
ownership for her, but with the emergence of
Islam, we see that it not only forbids such a
view; Rather, women have the same rights as
men, which include both material rights such
as the right to inherit, the right to own prop-
erty, and spiritual rights such as the right to
choose a spouse, the right to acquire science
and knowledge, the right to participate in the
political and social arenas.

“A businesslike, profit-based, and economic
view has influenced the Western outlook on
the issue of women. This can clearly be seen
in the history of the industrial revolution. In
Europe, women did not have the right to own
something. Women'’s property belonged to
men and their husbands. They did not have
the right to possess something in their name...
Therefore, besides the fact that the Western
outlook towards women is a non-divine and
materialistic outlook, the policies which have
brought about the current conditions in the
Western world - particularly in Europe - have
been accompanied by a businesslike, prof-
it-based and economic outlook” Ayatollah
Khamenei said. (January 16, 1990)

O .

Olseblangah is a picturesque and breezy area in the northern Gilan province.

This area, which is located at an altitude of about 1,800 meters above sea level, has beauti-
ful meadows covered with wildflowers and wooden houses with colorful roofs.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

If a Muslim plants a tree or any plant and a human, bird, or any other
animals use it, Allah counts it as an act of charity.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:10  Evening: 19:35

Dawn: 3:27 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:06 (tomorrow)

Abulgasem Ferdowsi: Life

Part3

If this statement of Nezami Aruzi’s is
correct, then these two individuals did not
give the poet any monetary assistance.
Instead, as a copyist and reciter of sections of
the Shahnamebh for the nobility of the town of
Tus, they each profited from the poet’s work.
In this case line 849 of the Moscow edition is
incorrect and should be mended according
to the variant readings of the line and the
reference in the Chahar Maqgala.

Hoyayy ibn Qotayba, in his capacity as
financial controller of Tus, sometimes
remitted the poet’s taxes.

Finally, in his seventy-first year, on 8 March
1010, Ferdowsi finished the Shahnameh.
According to Nezami Aruzi and Farid ad-
Din Attar (Elahi-nama), the total time spent
on the composition of the Shahnameh was
twenty-five years.

In the satire, however, there is thrice
mention of thirty years and once of thirty-five
years. If we place the beginning of work on the
Shahnameh in 367 and its completion in 400
the time spent on its composition is thirty-
three years, and if we extend the poet’s work
to the period before 367—the composition of
Bijan and Manijeh —and add to this time spent
on revision after 400, the figure of thirty-five
years is closer to the truth.

There are lines in the Shahnameh which,
according to some scholars, refer to events
of the year 1011. Ahmad Atesh has gone
even further than this and claims that
since Ferdowsi, during the course of his
praise of Mahmud in the introduction to the
Shahnameh, mentions Kashmir and Qannuj
among his territories, and since Mahmud
first conquered these regions in 1015 and
1018, Ferdowsi must have made the final
revision of the Shahnameh and sent it to
Ghazna in 1018 or 1019.

He also draws the conclusion that Mahmud
sent the poet a financial reward but that this
reached Tus in 1020, after the poet’s death.

The names Kashmir and Qannuj, which
appear in this panegyric beside other names
such as Rum (the West), Hend (India), Chin
(China), etc. and which occur many more times
throughout the Shahnameh, is no indication
of a conquest by Mahmud of these two areas.

Their occurrence in the panegyric is simply
dueto poetic license and leads to no historical
conclusions.

Our information on the poet’s life after
1010 is limited to the matters reported by
Nezami Aruzi. According to him, after the
completion of the Shahnameh, Ali Deylam
prepared a manuscript of it in seven volumes
and Ferdowsi went to Ghazna with his
professional reciter Abu Dolaf.

There, with the help of Mahmud’s vizier
Ahmad ibn Hasan Meymandi he presented
the book to Mahmud, but because of the
calumny of those who envied him, and
the poet’s religious orientation, it was not
favorably received by the king,

Instead of 60,000 dinars, payment was
fixed at 50,000 dirhams, and finally at
20,000 dirhams. Ferdowsi was extremely
upset by this and went to a bathhouse; upon
leaving the bathhouse he drank some beer
and divided the king’s present between the
beer seller and the bath attendant.

Then, fearing punishment by Mahmud, he
fled from Ghazna by night. At first he hid for
six months in Herat in the shop of Esmail
Warrag, father of the poet Azragi, and then
he took refuge in Tabarestan with Espahbad
Shahriar, a member of the Bavandid dynasty
(the report of the poet’s journey to Baghdad,
which appears in the introductions to the a
number of manuscripts of the Shahnameh,
is merely a legend; similarly, the story of
the poet’s journey to Isfahan is based on
interpolated passages).

While in Tabarestan, the poet composed
100 lines satirizing Mahmud, but the amir
of Tabarestan bought the satire for 100,000
dirhams and destroyed it, so that only six
lines survived by word of mouth, and these
Nezami Aruzi recorded.

Later, due to events described by Nezami
Aruzi, Mahmud regretted his behavior
toward the poet and on the recommendation
of the above mentioned vizier had camel
loads of indigo to the value of 20,000 dinars
sent to Ferdowsi, but as the camels were
entering Tus by the Rudbar gate Ferdowsi’s
corpse was being borne out of the city by the
Razan gate.

In the cemetery the preacher of Tabaran
prevented his being buried in the Muslim
cemetery on the grounds that Ferdowsi was
a Shia, and so there was no choice but to bury
the poet in his own orchard.

Nezami Aruza tells how he visited the
poet’'s tomb in 1116. According to Nezami
Aruzi, Ferdowsi left only one daughter, and
the poet had wanted the king’s payment as
a dowry for her.

But after the poet’s death, his daughter
would not accept the payment and, on
Mahmud’s orders, the money was used to
build the Chaha caravansary near Tus, on the
road which goes from Nishapur to Marv.

The year of the poet’s death is given by
Dawlatshah Samargandi as 1020, and by
Hamdollah Mostawfi and Fasi Khafi as
1025. According to the first date, Ferdowsi
was eighty-two years old when he died,
and according to the second report he was
eighty-seven.

Many details of Nezami Aruzi’s account
are inaccurate or even merely legendary.
For example, he claims that only six
lines survived of the satire, but in some
manuscripts of the Shahnameh the number
of lines is as many as 160.

Some scholars considered the satire to be
genuine. But Mahmud Shirani established
that many of the lines are spurious or are
taken from the Shahnameh itself, and he
therefore rejected the authenticity of the
satire.

The spuriousness of many lines in the
satire, however, does not establish that the
satire never existed at all. Besides, there
are excellent lines in the satire which are
not taken from the Shahnameh. Generally, it
appears that in his article Shirani was mainly
seeking to vindicate Mahmud.

There is a line in the satire in which the
poet refers to his age as being almost eighty.
According to this line, the poet composed the
satire before 1018.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued

Portrayal of Ashura through the

lens of Irani

Frome Page 1 » his expertise
in creating historical films is
somewhat lacking in these works.

Mirbageri has demonstrated
his ability to effectively depict
religious themes in his films,
skillfully capturing the essence of
the content while avoiding excessive
embellishments and the need for
grandiosity in his movies.

Mirbageri directed the captivating
and popular series “Lost Innocence”
in 2003. This historical drama
revolves around the Ashura
theme, and it further captivates
the audience by intertwining a
compelling love story.

This series is set in the first
century of the lunar Hijri calendar
and revolves around a character
named Shuzab. He, who was a
lifelong companion of Imam Ali (AS),
has now ascended to the position
of treasurer in Kufa under the
Umayyad dynasty. Umayyad rulers,
after the tragic incident of Ashura,
relentlessly pursued the persecution
and torment of the companions of
[mam Ali (AS) and Imam Hussein
(AS), employing all their might and
resources in their sinister mission.

Despite his internal struggle,
Shuzab finds himself torn between
the affection of two remarkable
women: Maria, a Christian who
entered a life of devotion following
hermother’s passing,and Homeira,
aJewess.

He is initially captivated by Maria,
who cherishes the memories of
Imam Ali's reign and his unwavering
support for the impoverished,
regards Shuzab as a righteous
companion of Imam Ali (AS).

Believing that Shuzab possesses
the same purity, integrity, and
moral conduct as Imam Ali (AS),
Maria not only falls deeply in love
with him but also enters into the
sacred bond of marriage.

In spite of being among Imam Ali’s
companions, Shuzab is swayed by
selfish motives. Instead of upholding
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A scene from “Lost Innocence” TV series

the truth, he becomes consumed by
a pursuit of power and materialism.
As Homeira, a Jewish gypsy, enters
the picture, Shuzab’s indifference
toward Maria grows and a new
affection for Homeira arises.

The incident of Karbala, indeed,
unveiled the hideous and atrocious
nature of the Umayyad Caliphate to
the entire world and following this
event, no one could justify defending
the Umayyads any longer.

However, Shuzab lost his positive
standing and became a decidedly
negative character by aligning
himself with the Umayyads. He is
undoubtedly a person focused on
seizing opportunities and pursuing
his own interests, prioritizing
worldly gains over a sense of
entitlement.

ThepresenceofMariaandHomeira
truly enhances this content. They
are both emblematic of contrasting
mental inclinations. While Maria is
dedicated to righteousness, truth,

and justice, Homeira embodies a
sly and deceitful nature, thriving in
darkness, hypocrisy, and cunning.

Meanwhile, Shuzab is a character
who navigates between these two
tendencies, ultimately gravitating
towards squalor and tyranny.

Shuzab’s journey takes him on a
treacherous path, leading him from
wealth and success to despair and
the shadows. While heinitially reaps
certain advantages, in the end, he
finds himself utterly humiliated
and deprived, his life spiraling into
madness and ultimately meeting a
tragic fate.

Mirbageri demonstrated how to
transform a marginal and seemingly
inconsequential subject, rooted in
reality, into a resounding and widely
recognized series, all accomplished
with a modest budget.

Furthermore, it's worth noting
that portraying imams and
prophets in films and series
encounters significant challenges

due to limitations, including
restrictions on showing their faces.
However, delving into the lives of
peripheral characters who were
connected to them proves to be a
more attainable endeavor.

The remarkable success of “Lost
Innocence” owes much to its well-
chosen music, which seamlessly
blends with the overall atmosphere
of the series. The makeup perfectly
complements  the  characters’
personalities, while the dialogues
are both captivating and appealing.

The touching song by Mohammad
Esfahani in the end credits adds
depth and meaning to the story.

The captivating tale and the
compelling ideas were masterfully
conveyed in “Lost Innocence”
through the brilliant performances
of Amin Tarokh as Shuzab, Fariba
Kosari as Maria, and Sara Khuiniha
as Homeira.

To be continued

Iranian vocalist Qorbani to stage concert in Canada

TEHRAN - Iranian traditional vocalist Alireza
Qorbani will stage concerts in the Canadian cities of
Vancouver and Toronto in November.

His concerts in Vancouver's Orpheum and
Toronto’s Meridan Hall will be held on November 5
and 11,2023 respectively.

Alireza Qorbani, born in 1972 in Tehran, is a
household and world-renowned name for his
expertise as a traditional vocalist. He has released
many albums in Iran and Europe so far, and taken
part in many important music festivals all over the
world together with many musicians. He has also
been the vocalist of Iran’s National Orchestra since
1999. Qorbani has also won an award for the track ‘EL
Sueno’ at the 2019 Akademia Music Awards.

He has participated in several international
projects, some multi-cultural projects in Iran,
France, India, Mali. He has collaborated with film and
television artists and has sung some of the popular
themes in Iran’s serials.

Qorbaniis invited every year to major international
music festivals and is recognized as the most active
traditional singer outside of Iran. He has performed
at major venues uch as Cadogan Hall and Barbican
in London, Philharmonic Hall of Cologne, the Théatre
du Louvre and the Alhambra in Paris, the Tonhalle
in Diisseldorf and the Opera House in Vancouver,
Theatre de la Ville in Paris, Rose Hall in Los Angeles,
Gulbenkian Hall in Lisbon, Odeon Concert Hall in
Vienna, Bozar Concert Hall in Brussels and Uppsala
Concert Hall in Sweden.

L TAR PRODUCTION PRESENTS

Tehran Oscar-qualifying short film festival receives over 7000 submissions

TEHRAN - The 40th edition of

after 40 years.

awarded as best experimental film.

Tehran International Short Film
Festival (TISFF) has received over
7000 international submissions
from different countries, the
organizers announced on Sunday.

A total of 7216 films have
submitted to the Oscar-
qualifying event, which will take
place in the Iranian capital from
October 19 to 24.

The festival has achieved
a significant  milestone, as
this number of interational

submissions marks a new record in
the history of the festival.

In the previous edition of the

40" TEHRAN

INTERNATIONAL SHORT

FILM FESTIVAL
2023

“Outtakes” (“Descartes”) won the
festival's Grand Prix.

Co-directed by Concha Barquero

and Alejandro Alvarado, the film
brings the forgotten images of a

“Absence” by French director
Marc Hericher was selected as best
animated film.

It is about a homeless man, who
collapses violently on the ground,
and remains frozen on all fours.
The journalists’ sudden interest in
this man takes us into a grotesque
and absurd media vortex.

The award for best documentary
went to “Heimat” by Italian
filmmaker Giovanni Montagnana.
This film follows a soldier,
surrounded by the enemy and
permanently trapped in the city,
who writes his last letter home.

Directed by Jonathan Pépe from
France, the film presents itself
as a fake wild-life documentary.
The film questions the sacred
relationship to objects and the
different statuses conferred upon
them throughout their lives.

The award for best fiction was
given to “Old Windows” by English
director Paul Holbrook.

It tells the story of a struggling
cafe owner, who is intrigued when a
mysterious, elderly stranger takes
an interest in her life.

The best audience film award
went to the Iranian war drama

festival, the Spanish documentary

banned film to life on the screen

“Basin

of Attraction”

was  “Black Soda” by Mohammad Paydar.

Iran’s Ahangaran, Tajikistan’s Kholov release joint track on Muharram

TEHRAN - Iranian eulogist Sadeq Ahangaran
and Tajik composer and musician Davlatmand
Kholov released a joint track on the occasion of
the lunar month of Muharram.

The track ‘Hussainiya of Del [Heart]' is written by
Iranian contemporary poet Alireza Qazveh.

Ahangaran, who was dubbed by the Iraqi
state radio “Khomeini’s nightingale” during the
1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, embarked his Eulogy
since his teenage period by singing (religiously/

sorrowfully) in Hayats which are religious
foundation holding mouming ceremonies.

Kholov is an expert in the southern folk genre
of Tajik music called Falak (lit. “the firmament”).
A multi-instrumentalist, trained in Shashmagam
at the Conservatory of Music in Dushanbe, he’s
well known for his works on the two-string dutar,
ghijak, and setar which are popular instruments
in Central Asia. He plays and sings poetry of the
Sufi poets, mainly Jalaleddin Rumi; Davlatmand’s
outlook is close to Rumi’s poetry and philosophy.
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