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Navy chief visits Saint
Petersburg to attend
Russian Navy Day

TEHRAN- Rear Admiral Shahram Irani,
Commander of the Iranian Navy, on Saturday
flew to Saint Petersburg to attend events
commemorating Russian Navy Day.

In the meantime, the Iranian Navy’s Caspian
force has dispatched two warships of Kaman-
class to Russia to participate in the naval pa-
rades held annually on the final Sunday of July.

President Vladimir Putin will attend the
naval ceremony to honor the sailors.

On the sidelines of the event, the Iranian
Navy commander will meet with a number of
his foreign counterparts.

An Iranian flotilla, comprising the Sahand
destroyer and the Makran forward base ship,
took part in the Russian naval parade in Saint
Petersburg in July 2021.

In an extensive interview with the Teh-
ran Times earlier this month, Admiral Irani
praised an Iranian navy group, the 86th flo-
tilla, which sailed around the world in a his-
toric mission. » Page 2

Op-ed | Ty

One notable
Palestinian sees no
changes for now but
“samud” will prevail...

By Martin Love

| have been to Jenin in the West Bank. This was
in winter 2006. | visited the cemetery there and
saw the graves of Palestinians, many who died
from an earlier attack on the Jenin Refugee Camp
somewhat similar to the one this summer. My
host was the Palestinian Red Crescent in Tubas,
some 30 miles to the southeast.

What | saw and heard in Jenin was appall-
ing, but what has happened overall since the
latest Netanyahu government came to pow-
eris worse.

My host in the West Bank for several weeks
in 2006 was one Dr. Adnan Mjalli, age 60, a
medicinal biochemist and business whiz with
a PhD earned in England as a young man. A
Tubas native, he is currently running an in-
vestment firm based around a number of
previous business successes both overseas
and in North Carolina. He has a lavish, almost
palatial home in Tubas where his extended
family lives, and he may well be among the
best connected and most successful of all
Palestinians emerging from the West Bank.

Backin 2006 | barely made it to Tubas through
Hamra Checkpoint in the Jordan Valley. After
the IDF let me go on to Tubas after a delay at
the checkpoint, they had second thoughts and
sent out an unsuccessful patrol to find me. Then
came those delightful weeks in Tubas where |
helped out at a school, The American Academy
of Palestine, that Mjalli had just established
to serve children in Tubas and surrounds. The
school, lodged in a multi-story building Mjalli
owned in Tubas, was an object of harassment by
Israel and the school was forced to close after
three years of operation.» Page 5

Iran Takes Legal Actlon Agamst
South Korea Over Frozen Funds

\“.‘

» Page3

Iran-India annual trade rises 47%

TEHRAN - The value of trade between
Iran and India increased by 47 percent in
the previous Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 20), IRIB reported cit-
ing the data released by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).

Based on the mentioned data, the
trade exchanges in the previous Iranian
year, however, decreased 10 percent in
terms of weight.

India imported $21 billion worth of
goods from Iran in the mentioned year,
climbing to the fifth place among the Is-
lamic Republic’s top export destinations.

The Islamic Republic’s imports from
India also increased 80 percent to stand
at $2.8 billion in the period under review.
India was the fourth top source of im-
ports for Iran last year.

The total trade between the two coun-

tries amounted to $4.9 billion in the pre-
vious year.

In the year 1400, Iran imported about
$1.5 billion of various goods from India
and this country was the sixth top ex-
porter to Iran.

During January-December 2022, India’s
exportto Iran also increased by 44 percent
to stand at $1.847 billion, while the figure
was $1.284 billion in 2021.» Page 4

Iranian embassy in Denmark lambastes Quran desecration

TEHRAN- The Iranian embassy in Co-
penhagen on Friday condemned the in-
sult to holy books, including Quran.

“The Iranian embassy in Copenhagen
strongly condemns the insulting action
against religious books and national sym-
bols in Copenhagen and believes that such
actions are planned and implemented by
extremists with seditious goals and mo-
tives,” the embassy said in a statement.

The embassy also condemned any
continuation of such criminal actions
and lack of a decisive move to prevent

such defamatory actions.

While highlighting that freedom of speech
is a fundamental human rights principle, the
embassy said it should not be used as an ex-
cuse to insult religions, holy books, or sym-
bols and national values of nations.

Also on Saturday, Kazem Jalali, Iran’s
ambassador to Russia, decried any dis-
respect to the Quran.

Earlier, Iran’s embassy in Denmark had

called on all governments to ensure that
extremists are not given the opportunity

to harm the feelings of the followers of
any religion under the slogan of freedom
of expression.

The embassy strongly condemned the
insult to the holy books of religions, in-
cluding the Quran, the Bible and the Torah.

The statement also noted that the
desecration and burning the holy books
of different religions is not only a clear
example of religious hatred, but also an
insult to its followers and a clear viola-
tion of their human rights. » Page 2

‘Muslim youth
to avenge Quran
burnings’

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- The Secretary General of Leba-
non’s Hezbollah, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, in a
speech marking Ashura, has said that all Mus-
lim youth around the world will find the solu-
tion if Muslim governments do not uphold their
responsibility and if Western governments do
not stop insults to the holy Quran.

Sayyed Nasrallah pointed out that gov-
ernments of Sweden and Denmark and the
whole world must understand that “we are a
nation that does not tolerate aggression and
abuse of its symbols and sanctities, nor to its
Prophet, nor to its Quran.”

He said, “Islamic countries and their for-
eign ministers must take decisions on the
level of violation and aggression in Sweden
and Denmark and send a decisive and cate-
gorical message that such aggression again
will be met with a diplomatic and economic
boycott, and if countries do not do so ... then
the brave Muslim youth in the world must act
responsibly and punish those who desecrate
the burning of the Quran in defense of their
religion”» Page 5

Tehran court tells MKO
members to prepare
for prosecution

TEHRAN - a Tehran criminal court has
given 104 fugitives from the Mujahedin-e
Khalgh organization one month to introduce
defense attorneys.

Masoud Rajavi and Maryam Qajar Azedan-
lou (Rajavi) the previous and current heads
of the terror group are among the MKO
members that will be tried. The court says
“the necessary decision would be taken ac-
cording to law” if the defendants whose
whereabouts are unknown do not come for-
wards.

Last month, Iran’s Attorney-General said
a 700-page indictment had been filed in the
Judiciary against the MKO. Mohammad-Ja-
far Montazeri said the Islamic Republic will
make sure to bring the terrorists to justice.

MKO members currently reside in a camp
in Albania. In June, the Albanian police raid-
ed their camp on the orders of the judiciary
due to the group’s “violation of agreement
and commitments”. Security forces seized a
number of MKO’s documents and electronics
devices. Some anti-Iran media outlets have
expressed fear that the assets have been
transferred to Iran.

The MKO is responsible for the deaths of
numerous Iranian officials and civilians in the
past three decades. At least 12,000 people
have lost their lives in terrorist attacks car-
ried out by the group.

The illusion of IRGC coup

By Sadra Torabi

TEHRAN- Efforts to weaken Iran have in-
tensified alongside the crucial changes in
the region. Western countries cooperate
with lranian opposition groups to limit Iran’s
sphere of influence in the region and over-
throw the Islamic Republic. However, due to
their lack of proper understanding of Iran,
these plots by Western parties, sometimes
carried out with the cooperation of region-
al countries, have faced severe failure. One
such plot was raising the possibility of a coup
by the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC).

On June 29, the Atlantic Council, in a report
titled “Could the IRGC pull a Wagner Group
move in Iran? That's what some Iranians are
hoping for”, made such a wild guess. The
report says that some Iranians hope for an
IRGC coup to happen. » Page 2

Ashura
commemorated
around the world

TEHRAN - Grief swept the world on
Friday as people took to the streets
of various cities to commemorate
Ashura to mourn the martyrdom
anniversary of Imam Hussein (AS),
the esteemed third Shiite Imam and
grandson of Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH). In some countries like Iraq,
the Day of Ashura was marked on
Saturday.

Imam Hussein and his 72
companions were killed by the
despotic Umayyad ruler of the time
1,343 years ago, as they stood up
for freedom and justice. The family
of Imam Hussein was then taken
captive and brought on a tour around
Kufa and Damascus. » Page 5

World Hepatitis Day:

“one life, one liver”

TEHRAN - World Hepatitis Day, observed
on July 28 every year, aims to raise global
awareness of hepatitis and encourage
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.

The date marks the birthday of Nobel-prize-
winning scientist Dr. Baruch Blumberg, who
discovered the hepatitis B virus (HBV) and
developed a diagnostic test and vaccine for the
VITUS.

Under the theme of “One life, one liver” the
World Health Organization's World Hepatitis
Day campaign highlights the importance of
protecting the liver against hepatitis for living a
long, healthy life.

Good liver health also benefits other vital
organs — including the heart, brain, and kidneys
— that rely on the liver to function.

Hepatitis is an inflammation of the liver that

is caused by a variety of infectious viruses and
noninfectious agents leading to» Page 7
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Biden’s America is Trump’s America!

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday's lranian newspapers.

In anote, the Iran newspaper addressed the audio
file of the US. special envoy for Iran Robert Malley
whose security clearance has been suspended and
put on unpaid leave. It wrote: Although it is not clear
when exactly the audio was recorded, many in West-
ern media outlets believe the incident heralds US.
strategic failure in West Asia. By fostering new eco-
nomic, security and military alliances with Washing-
ton’s rivals, Russia and Ching, Iran has proven that
it has emerged as the winner of the new game in
the region. The American sanctions on Iran’s oil and
banking systems seem to have failed as the country
has abandoned the “begging diplomacy” and em-
barked on a new foreign policy trajectory by forging
relations with new partners. The process of de-dol-
larization and stolen Iranian oil getting sidestepped
by American buyers have caused the Biden adminis-
tration to receive scathing criticism. Amid all of this,
calls by some senior supporters of the JCPOA that
Iran should start “comprehensive negotiations” with
the US. shows that their understanding of foreign
policy has not evolved at all over the past decade.

Kayhan: Will the JCPOA show a way out or lead
to more sanctions?!

In a commentary, Kayhan discussed the policy of
further sanctions against Iran through the JCPOA. It
wrote: The JCPOA was a one-sided agreement from
the beginning, whose function was to put pressure
on Iran and turn our country into an obedient player
in the international system. Although the reformists
and a group of principlists who were deceived by the
JCPOA are trying to present this deal as a solution
to the country’s problems, the reality is that the
JCPOA was never meant to resolve issues between
Iran and the West and it was never going to boost
cooperation between the two parties. Rather, the
JCPOA was another tool used to mount pressure on
Iran. Even if the U.S. decides to retum to the JCPOA,
as pointed out by Robert Malley in the leaked audio,
the agreement will act as a bridge towards more
USS. pressure. Washington will put forth new nucle-
ar and missile demands and use various pretexts
to justify them. Basically, history will repeat itself
and the events of the past years will happen again.
The JCPOA is meant to make room for new exces-
sive demands from Washington and tumn Iran into
an obedient country that will surrender its security
guarantors to be able to sell oil.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Iran’s military power is the
West’s nightmare

In an analysis of the military cooperation be-

tween Iran and Bolivia, Siasat-e-Rooz wrote:
Following Bolivia's interest in buying powerful
Iranian drones, the United States has expressed
concern about any military cooperation between
Tehran and Latin American countries. Various
think tanks and media outlets in the West be-
lieve that Iran is interested in the latest and most
advanced technologies, either it is putting more
resources into its cyber capabilities in the last de-
cade or trying to use artificial intelligence in many
cases. Therefore, the U.S. wants to implement its
sanctions more carefully so that its other rivals
cannot get their hands on the latest technological
advancements. Westerners believe that Iran has
built a cruise missile as a countermeasure to the
US. presence in the region. The Western media
considers Iran’s latest unveiling of the Abu Mah-
di missile as well as the “Fadaian Harim Velayat”
air maneuver, as a power display in the face of
the Pentagon’s destabilizing actions in the region.
Underestimating Iran’s missile and naval achieve-
ments, the U.S. has claimed to send a new air fleet
to the region, while ample evidence shows that
the countries in the region are far from conver-
gence with the US. and instead are seeking more
interactive approach with Iran.

Javan: India’s interest in trade with Iran

In a commentary, Javan discussed the conver-
sations between India’s National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval and Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council Secretary Ali Akbar Ahmadian on the side-
lines of a BRICS meeting in South Africa and said:
International experts believe that the Chabahar
project can be a suitable platform for the expan-
sion of economic relations and interactions be-
tween Iran and India. That's why sanctions against
Iran must be removed so that both countries can
enjoy the benefits of this cooperation. One of the
topics considered by Iran and China is the expan-
sion of Chabahar port in terms of infrastructure in
order to create the necessary basis for Indian in-
vestment, while the Indians are trying to connect
the Chabahar port rail line to the Bam-Fahraj rail
line and eventually reach the country’s national
railway to have more investment opportunities.
If the sanctions get lifted, Indians will become
more interested in investing in the free zones of
Iran, building dozens of factories in the free port of
Chabahar and investing in the fields of automobile
manufacturing, steel, petrochemicals, electricity
generation and many other projects, which will
bring about huge benefits for both countries.

Pakistani officials say Iran FM due in
Islamabad next week

TEHRAN- Officials in Pakistan announced on
Friday that the Iranian foreign minister will visit
the country next week, just days before the cur-
rent government’s term ends.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian is expected in Is-
lamabad on August 3.

According to authorities, the planned visits of
foreign dignitaries, despite the coalition govern-
ment’s final days, indicate the administration’s
effective foreign policy.

According to sources, the Iranian foreign
minister will meet with Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on August 3 and begin official negoti-
ations with his Pakistani counterpart Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari in Islamabad.

Later, on August 4, he will travel to Karachi along-
side Zardari to launch several projects.

The Iranian foreign minister’s visit comes only
days after Pakistani chief of the army staff (COAS)
Asim Munir visited Tehran.

General Asim, who made his first journey to
neighboring Iran, held talks with Iran’s armed forces
chief of staff and the air force commander. Paki-
stan’s top military officer also met the Iranian pres-
ident and foreign minister.

On the agenda were important topics, including
terrorism and border security.

The Pakistan's Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) described the army chief’s visit as a success
ina statement.

“During his visit, the COAS had detailed meet-
ings with the military leadership of Iran, includ-
ing Chief of General Staff of Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Bagheri,” according to the

military’s media wing.
The military leaders of the two sides concurred

that terrorism posed a threat to their respective na-
tions and the region as a whole.

By exchanging intelligence and taking decisive
action against the terrorists’ networks, they com-
mitted to end the threat of terrorism in border re-
gions and look into ways to improve their collabora-
tion in the security field.

Theimportance of bilateral ties between Pakistan
and Iran for maintaining peace and stability in the
region was brought up during the negotiations.

Back in June, Rear Admiral Shahram Irani, the
commander of the Iranian Navy, visited Islamabad
forathree-day visit to discuss avenues to strength-
en bilateral collaboration in a number of military
domains with top military commanders of Pakistan.

Irani visited Islamabad at the request of his Paki-
stani counterpart Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi's request.

Irani, who was accompanied by a senior military
team, visited naval headquarters in Islamabad,
where he was greeted by his Pakistani counterpart
and witnessed a guard of honor, according to a Pa-
kistan Navy press release.

The Iranian and Pakistani navy commanders met
to discuss common interests such as bilateral ma-
rine and educational cooperation.

Additionally, Irani and Niazi discussed regional
partnerships and marine security in the region.

Niazi briefed Irani and his accompanying team on
the professional activities of Pakistani naval forces
to maintain maritime security and bolster bilateral
and multilateral cooperation.

New Iranian ambassador to
Armenia begins mission

TEHRAN- Mehdi Sobhani, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran’s new extraordi-
nary and plenipotentiary ambassador
to Armenia, has formally begun his
mission in the Caucasus nation after
presenting his credentials to Arme-
nian President Vahagn Khachatryan.

The president of Armenia congrat-
ulated Sobhani on his appointment as
Iran’s ambassador to Yerevan during
a meeting between the two officials,
the IRNA reported on Saturday.

In reference to his nation’s cor-
dial relations with Iran during the
last three decades, Khachatryan
expressed optimism that Sobhani’s
tenure will similarly see a strength-
ening and development of such re-
lationships.

For his part, the Iranian ambassa-
dor thanked the Armenian president
for his gracious hospitality and said
he was honored to convey the warm
greetings of Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi to his Armenian counterpart
and the people of his friendly country.

Sobhani continued by stating that
there is significant room for the ex-
pansion of relations between Iran and
Armenia given their long-standing
historical connections.

Also, in a meeting with Iran’s new

ambassador to Turkey, Mohammad
Hassan Habibollah Zadeh on Thurs-

day afternoon, Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan called for closer
cooperation with Iran in countering
terrorism and Islamophobia, and Is-
lamic unity.

Referring to the arrival of the
month of Muharram and Ashura,
the President of Turkey considered
Ashura a symbol of Muslim equal-
ity and an excuse for the unity of
Islamic societies.

He further mentioned various
fields of cooperation between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Re-
public of Turkey and emphasized the
importance of developing economic
and commercial cooperation.

The Turkish leader said the real-

ization of 30 billion dollars of trade
between the two countries is within
reach and called for efforts to remove
trade barriers to realize the figure.

President Erdogan also called for
increasing cooperation between the
two countries in the field of counter-
ing terrorism and Islamophobia and
the unity of the Islamic world.

Offering his warm greetings to the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution and
the Iranian president, Erdogan invit-
ed Ebrahim Raisi to visit Turkey. He
expressed satisfaction with the up-
coming visit of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Turkey to Tehran.

Inthe meeting, the new Iranian am-
bassador outlined his plans for boost-

ing Iran-Turkey relations.

“The main agenda of the institu-
tions of the two countries is to devel-
op relations, especially in the econom-
ic and commercial fields, and at the
same time, cooperation and consen-
sus in bilateral, regional and interna-
tional political issues will be one of the
most importantissues to be pursued,’
Habibollah Zadeh said.

He pointed to the wide range of co-
operation and consultations between
the two countries in the political field,
including the Astana process, quad-
rilateral talks, the Caucasus, Pales-
tine, the Islamic world, and the fight
against terrorism.

He also stressed the need to
deepen interactions between two
important countries regarding re-
gional issues.

The Iranian ambassador praised
the joint positions of Iran, Turkey
and a number of Islamic countries
regarding the desecration of the
holy Quran, and considered it nec-
essary to strengthen the unity and
solidarity of Muslims to counter the
trend of Islamophobia and insulting
religious sanctities.

Iran has taken strong positions
against the desecration of the Quran
in Sweden and Denmark, including
summoning the Swedish envoy.

Iranian embassy in Denmark lambastes Quran desecration

From page 1 » “Offensive acts such as in-
sulting religious books are not freedom of
speech, but rather a blatant expression of ha-
tred,” it added.

On July 23, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
panned the Swedish government’s response
to the burning of the holy Quran on its land,
saying that just condemning the sacrilegious
conduct is not enough.

“Issuing a statement to condemn the insult
against the holy Quran by the Swedish govern-
ment is by no means sufficient and this gov-
ernment must bring the perpetrators of this
crime to justice,” the president stated.

The remarks were made by Raisi in response
to the desecration of the Quran by Salwan Mo-
mika, an Iragi refugee living in Sweden.

He carried out the sacrilegious act twice,
first in front of Stockholm’s largest mosque on
June 28 and once more on July 20 in front of
the Iragi embassy, both times under the strong
protection of the Swedish police.

The sacrilegious conducts have sparked
widespread protests around the Muslim world,
particularly in Iran. All Muslim nations have is-
sued harsh condemnations of the act.

Given that the current terms of the Iranian

and Swedish ambassadors are about to expire,
Iran’s president stated he has directed the For-
eign Ministry not to proceed with the exchange
of new ambassadors.

Iran has already summoned Sweden’s diplo-
mat to Tehran in response to Momika’s sacri-
legious behavior in order to convey the Islamic
Republic’s angry with the Swedish authorities
for letting the acts to go ahead.

Following the buming of the Quran in Swe-
den, Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Ab-
dollahian declared that his nation will not ac-
cept a new ambassador from Stockholm.

Iran’s Navy chief visits Saint Petersburg to attend Russian Navy Day

Iran sends frigates to Russia for parades marking Navy Day

From page 1 » The flotilla, comprised of
a domestically-built Dena destroyer and
Makran forward base ship, set sail from Iran’s
southern port of Bandar Abbas on Septem-
ber 20, 2022. They sailed around the world,
passing through important ports, seas and
oceans. They ultimately returned home on
May 20, 2023.

The admiral said everyone doubted the mission
but Iranian sailors traveled around the world suc-
cessfully.

From page 1 » Holly Dagres, an American com-
mentator and the author of the article, and an expert
on the Atlantic Council, starts the report by referring
to the plan of Reza Pahlavi, a Western-based oppo-
sition figure, for the separation of IRGC members
from the Islamic Republic and continues to refer to
the events that happened in Russia by the Wagner
Group, saying: “For years, some Iranians hope that
the IRGC will take the helm of the country in the form
of a social liberal military dictatorship.”

The report explains that the IRGC functions as
an arm of the Islamic Republic of Iran and plays a
crucial role in protecting it. It is unrealistic to expect
the IRGC to act against the interests of the Islamic
Republic. As for the absurd notion of a possible coup
by the IRGC, several essential points need to be ad-
dressed.

IRGC and Wagner are of different nature

When comparing the foundations of the IRGC and
Wagner Private Military Company (also known as
Wagner Group), it becomes clear that the opposition
planis seriously flawed. The Wagner Group was cre-
ated for monetary gain, so its soldiers have financial
objectives similar to other private armies. However,
the IRGC - also known as Sepah Pasdaran - is one
of Iran’s two military branches and an official orga-
nization of the Islamic Republic. It is fundamentally
different from private armies.

The IRGC’s unique ideological beliefs distin-
guish it from official and private armies. Its
purpose is to safeguard the Islamic revolution,
extending beyond the typical responsibilities of
amilitary force, such as protecting national bor-
ders. This goal has been integral since the estab-
lishment of the military force.

The IRGC’s identity is closely tied to the Islam-
ic Revolution, making a coup impossible. The IRGC

Additionally, he spoke about many things, in-
cluding the maritime security initiative Iran has

The illusion of IRGC coup

and the Islamic Revolution are ideologically inter-
twined, and opposing the IRGC is seen as opposing
the foundation of the revolution itself. This means
an IRGC coup would be like staging a coup against
itself. Even those who oppose the Islamic Revolution
do not consider the possibility of an IRGC coup as a
significant scenario.

Coup does not take place within the Islamic
Revolution structure

However, some opposition groups are hoping
for the possibility of a rebellion by the lower ranks
of the IRGC against the Islamic Revolution, which
stems from their lack of a proper understanding
of Iran’s structure. As mentioned, the IRGC is an
ideological military organization. Therefore, the
‘ideological nature, as an essence in the body of
the IRGC, causes IRGC members to hold a sol-
id commitment to the Islamic Republic and the
causes of the Islamic Revolution. As a result, ex-
pecting a rebellion by IRGC members against the
Islamic Republic is unlikely to occur.

Despite the military protocols worldwide, mem-
bers of the IRGC do not follow the command-
er-in-chief solely due to the military structure.
Instead, their ideological loyalty to the jurist's au-
thority, velayat-e fagih, has turned obedience into
a religious obligation for them. The combination of
Sharia responsibility and military hierarchy has es-
tablished a dual boundary to prevent violation.

Iran has a unique advantage in having two armies,
the IRGC and the Islamic Republic of Iran Army (AJA),
which prevents any possible coup against the coun-
try. In coups worldwide, the military can act against
the established government and take control by us-
ing their exclusive access to military weapons. How-
ever, with two military forces under the command of
the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the Islamic

recently presented to the countries of the region.

The navy chief said almost all the countries of
the region welcomed the Iranian initiative.

“We understand each other much better in the
sea as regional countries, and this can be a cen-
tral point or a focal point for creating a coalition
or coordination and convergence with a priority
of establishing security in the economic sphere.
The concept is to provide peace and calm to the
people of the countries in the region,” he told the
Tehran Times.

Could the IRGC pull a Wagner
Group move in Iran? That's what
some Iranians are hoping for.

Republic of Iran, such events are impossible in Iran.

The impact of miscalculations in dealing with
Iran:

Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution, Western
countries and regional rivals have made miscalcula-
tions about Iran due to lack of a proper understanding
of the facts. For foreign parties, the nature and struc-
ture of the Islamic Republic have yet to be discovered.
So, overthrowing the Islamic Republic of Iran appears
unrealistic and delusional to those within Iran.

Many attempts have been made to overthrow the
Islamic Republic. And much money has been spent
with no success. One of the mistakes made by West-
ern countries was investing in opposition groups,
which was evident in last year's unrest in Iran.

Western officials directly intervened in the riots
inside Iran because the opposition suggested the
possibility of overthrowing or seriously weakening
the Islamic Republic as a possible scenario; mean-
while, the opposition was looking for the implemen-
tation of delusional scenarios that did not meet the
expectations of the Western parties.

The IRGC has been vital in expanding Iran’s inter-
national power. As a result, attempts to weaken the
IRGC by the opposition seem natural. However, the
opposition’s scenario of weakening the IRGC seems
unwise in the eyes of Western governments.
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South Korea over frozen fund

TEHRAN - After vyears of
unsuccessful diplomatic efforts, the
Iranian government has decided to
initiate legal proceedings against
South Korea over Iran's blocked
assets in the East Asian nation.

In a letter dated July 22, Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi referred
a government bill to the Speaker
of Parliament, Mohammad Bagher
Qalibaf for the purpose of observing
the legal formalities.

The hill, officially called “the
Referral of Dispute between the
Central Bank of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the Government of the
Korean Republic for Arbitration,” was
ratified by the cabinet of ministers
onJuly 5, according to Tasnim.

The financial dispute between
Iran and South Korea dates back
to 2018, when the United States
unilaterally withdrew from the 2015
Iran nuclear deal, formally called the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), and started slapping
economic sanctions on Iran. Before
2018, South Korea had been the
third-largest buyer of Iranian oil
and the top customer of Iranian
condensates. The oil trade between
Tehran and Seoul resulted in the
accumulation of some $7 billion in
[ranian oil revenues in South Korean
banks.

With tensions between Tehran
and Washington exacerbating,
Seoul moved to block the Iranian
funds for fear of falling afoul of
U.S. sanctions on Iran.

The move irked Iran, which
continued to demand that South
Korea release the frozen funds.
In a bid to get its funds, Iran held

several rounds of talks with South
Korea some of which were within
the framework of the broader talks
between Iran and the West.

In late May, officials from the
United States and South Korea
held talks over unfreezing Iranian
funds held in South Korean banks,
according to a South Korean daily.
The talks were focused on releasing
the $7 billion Iranian funds that
have long been blocked in South
Korean banks due to U.S. sanctions.
Citing diplomatic and government
sources, The Korea Economic Daily
said at the time, “Korean and US.
government officials are involved
in working-level discussions under
Washington’s leadership to unfreeze
the Iranian funds.’

The talks seem to have failed to
yield concrete results, which led
Oman to offer mediation in this
regard. In June, Iranian lawmaker
Shahriar Heidari, who is the deputy
chairman of the Parliament’s
National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee, said the Omani initiative
struck aresponsive chord with South
Korea.

With the apparent failure of the
Omani initiative, Iran seems to
have lost any hope of getting its
funds through diplomatic channels.
Therefore, the legal proceedings
initiated by the Iranian government
could be a departure from the
diplomatic efforts.

Over the last few weeks,
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Oman has been actively involved
in  mediatory efforts between
Iran and the US. to secure an
unwritten agreement between
the two sides. The kernel of the
Omani initiative was for Iran and
the U.S. to exchange prisoners and
secure the release of the Iranian
frozen funds in Irag and South
Korea.

In late June and early July, Iran
and the US. were on the cusp
of making a deal on swapping
prisoners in Oman. Iran was
supposed to release three
American prisoners. But the US.
conditioned the deal on releasing
a fourth prisoner, named Shahab
Dalili, something that stymied the
whole bargain.

Strengthening Iran-Turkey relations benefits Muslim world: minister

TEHRAN - Iranian Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi has met with the newly-appointed
Turkish ambassador to Iran, Hicabi Kirlangic
inabid to underline the need to boost Tehran-
Ankara relations.

In this meeting, which was also attended
by Mohammad Sadeq Motamedian, the
governor of West Azerbaijan Province, Vahidi
underlined the need to improve Iran-Turkey
relations in many areas of cooperation.

The Interior minister expressed hope
that during the tenure of the new Turkish
ambassador, relations between Iran and
Turkey will be further strengthened,
according to IRIB News.

The Minister of Interior underlined
the importance of issues relating to the
Aras River and demanded the creation of
a working group for the development of
relations between the border provinces of
Iran and Turkey.

He also touched on the desecration of the
holy Quran in Sweden and Denmark, saying
that such a move is a sacrilege to all divine
religions. “Iran and Turkey are two important
wings of the Islamic world and the region, but
the West and America do not want the Islamic
world to grow for any reason.”

The Minister of Interior of the Islamic

Republic of Iran considered strengthening
the relations between the two countries to

be important for the Islamic world and the
region.

“The all-round expansion of the relations
between the two countries will spread peace
and stability in the region and provide the
basis for more communication between the
people,” he stated.

The governor of West Azerbaijan Province
also talked about the measures underway in
his province to shore up relations with Turkey
given that the province borders Turkey.
“According to the order of the Minister of
Interior of Iran, the border bazaars of Salmas
and Chaldiran are being completed and we are
looking to reopen a new bazaar. Motamedian
also proposed Khoi as a joint free trade zone.
“Through the railway, we can follow the trade
with Europe through Turkey,” he added.

According to Motamedian, West Azerbaijan
can play an effective role in reaching the
economic goals of the two countries due to
its geographical location on the border with
Turkey.

“More than 25% of the country’s border
terminals are located in this province,” he
said.

In this meeting, the Turkish ambassador
stated that the relations between Turkey
and Iran are long-standing and friendly
due to historical, cultural and customs
commonalities.

He noted that Turkey has cooperation with
the Islamic Republic of Iran in various fields
that should be expanded. He called for the
strengthening of interaction in border trade,
security, movement of citizens and the fight
against terrorism.

Iran and Turkey have recently exchanged
new ambassadors. Iran’s new ambassador
to Turkey, Mohammad Hassan Habibollah
Zadeh, presented his credentials to the
Turkish president on Thursday afternoon.

In this meeting, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan called for closer cooperation
with Iran in countering terrorism and
Islamophobia, and Islamic unity.

Referring to the arrival of the month of
Muharram and Ashura, the President of
Turkey considered Ashura a symbol of Muslim
equality and an excuse for the unity of Islamic
societies.

He further mentioned various fields of
cooperation between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the Republic of Turkey and
emphasized the importance of developing

economic and commercial cooperation,
according to Iran’s state news agency IRNA.
President Erdogan also called for

increasing cooperation between the two
countries in the field of countering terrorism
and Islamophobia and the unity of the Islamic
world.

MP hails economic diplomacy of Raisi administration

TEHRAN - Iranian lawmaker
Zohreh Elahiyan said that the
Ebrahim Raisi administration
has succeeded in its economic
diplomacy.

Offering an assessment of the
Raisi administration, she told
IRNA that two years into the Raisi
administration, it's time to assess
its functionality.

“The passing of this period
is the right time to evaluate
the performance of the 13th
administration. During this period,
the motto of the head of the 13th
administration  regarding the
priority of economic diplomacy is
being realized. The administration
has a written program to
strengthen the interaction with
different countries, including in
the area of Latin America, Africa
and neighbors,” Elahiyan said.

She pointed out that the
development of relations with

these countries is a suitable
capacity to neutralize the
sanctions. “The results of the
continuation of this process will
be seen in the near future in the
country and will be effective in the
country’s economic growth and
will bring good blessings to the
country’s economy,” the lawmaker
continued.

Elahiyan, a member of the
Parliament’s National Security
and Foreign Policy Committee,
pointed to the strengthening of
Iran’s relations with a number of
countries such as Algeriaand Libya
under the Raisi administration.

“Regarding the issue of Saudi
Arabia, the relations between the
two countries were resumed, and
regarding Egypt, the desire of both
sides to improve relations has
been announced,” she noted.

Elahiyan  called for the
implementation of agreements

other
aim of
strengthening economic relations.
“The implementation of Iran’s

[ran  with
with  the

signed by
countries

agreements with China and
Russia, which are a large market
for Iranian goods and oil, will cause
economic growth and strengthen
the country’s infrastructure,” she
stated.

She also called for buttressing
Iran’s transit location, saying that
improvement in transportation
infrastructure could turn Iran
into a transit hub in the region.
“Strengthening  Iran’s  transit

position can have positive effects
for Iran’s future” the lawmaker
said.

Earlier, another lawmaker
had said that the parliament
is drafting a bill that aims to
boost Iran’s economic diplomacy
abroad.

The new agenda will be carried
out by Iran’s embassies across
the world, according to Mehdi
Saadati, a member of the Iranian
Parliament’s National Security
and Foreign Policy Committee.

Saadati said many institutions
are involved in drafting the bill.
“The Ministries of Foreign Affairs,
Defense, Intelligence, Interior,
Trade Development Organization,
Majlis Research Center and other
institutions  expressed  their
comprehensive  opinions  and
suggestions for drafting the bill”
the lawmaker continued.

Iran crowned
champions of
2023 Asian U16
Volleyball C’ship

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Uzbekistan 3-1
(19-25, 25-22, 25-16, 25-22) on Saturday
to win the 2023 Asian Men’s U16 Volleyball
Championship.

It was Iran’s seventh successive win in the
competition held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

The young Persians had previously defeated
Japan, Saudi Arabia, China, Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan and Chinese Taipei in the
competition.

Earlier in the day, Taipei defeated Pakistan
3-1to win the bronze medal.

Iran, Uzbekistan and Chinese Taipei as
the competition’s top three teams secured
their berth in the next year’s inaugural FIVB
Volleyball Boys’ U17 World Championship.

Amouzad wins gold
at Commonwealth
Cup

TEHRAN - lranian freestyle wrestler
Rahman Amouzad claimed a gold medal at
Commonwealth Cup held in Vladikavkaz,
Russia.

He defeated his Russian rival Gajimurad
Omarov in the final match of the 65kg weight
class.

Two more Iranian wrestlers Hadi Vafaeipour
in 86kg and Amir Hossein Firouzpour in 92kg
won two bronze medals as well.

Iran had sent 10 wrestlers to the competition.

Beach soccer learn
fate in Belarusian
tournament

TEHRAN - Iran beach soccer team learned
their opponents in the Il Games of the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

The competition will take place in the capital
of Belarus, Minsk from Aug. 5to 9.

Iran are drawn in Group B along with Belarus,
the UAE and Azerbaijan. Group A consists of
Russia, Uzbekistan, Oman and Egypt.

Team Melli will start the campaign with a
match against Azerbaijan, slated for Aug. 5.

Athletes from Russia and other member
states of the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) will compete in the Games.

Ali Daei among

12 nominees for
All-time AFC Asian
Cup Dream forwards

TEHRAN - With less than six months to go
until the AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023, the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) invites fans to
vote for their all-time AFC Asian Cup Dream XI|
in its latest campaign.

Fans can now view a shortlist of 42
contenders and select their all-time dream
squad. The public vote will be combined with
those of a panel of football experts to decide
the Final Dream Xl of the AFC Asian Cup.

A legend of the game, Ali Daei brought his
goalscoring prowess to the AFC Asian Cup
and took Iran to third-placed finishes in 1996
and 2004.

His four-goal haul against Korea Republic
in 1996, on his way to winning the Golden
Boot, remains one of the most memorable
performances in the competition’s history.

The striker netted 14 goals across three
editions and is the AFC Asian Cup all-time top
scorer.

Take a glimpse at the careers of the 12
nominees:
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Ali Daei - Iran, Younis Mahmoud - Iraq,
Lee Dong-gook - Korea Republic, Naohiro
Takahara - Japan, Yasser Al Qahtani — Saudi
Arabia, Jassem Al Houwaidi — Kuwait, Tim
Cahill - Australia, Ali Mabkhout — UAE, Akram
Afif - Qatar, Almoez Ali - Qatar, Son Heung-
min — Korea Republic and Majed Abdullah -
Saudi Arabia

Iran discover
Preliminary Joint
Qualification
Round 2 rivals

TEHRAN - The stage is set for
Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 2 for
the FIFAWorld Cup 2026 and AFC Asian Cup
Saudi Arabia 2027 following the draw at
the AFC House in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
on Thursday.

Group E will see Iran, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and Hong Kong (China)/Bhutan
vying to advance to the next round.

The 36 sides were drawn into nine groups of
four, and they will compete against each team
in a home-and-away round-robin format,
between November 2023 and June 2024.

Ten of the Round 2 teams will progress
from Round 1 of the Preliminary Joint
Qualification, with the draw conducted
earlier on Thursday. As there will be 48
teams - a first - at the FIFA World Cup 2026,
eight and a half slots are on offer for the
Continent’s national teams.

The draw for the third round of the global
showpiece in 2026 will be conducted in 2024,
where the 18 teams will be divided into three
groups of six; the top two from each group
will qualify directly for the FIFA World Cup
2026. The other two direct AFC entrants will
be determined in the fourth round of World
Cup qualifying, with one more possible berth
available via an Intercontinental Playoff.

The other 18 teams from Round 2 will
proceed directly to the third and final round of
AFC Asian Cup qualifying. More details on the
latter qualifying stages will be released in due
course.

The Groups:

Group A: Qatar, India, Kuwait, Afghanistan/
Mongolia

Group B: Japan, Syria, DPR Korea, Myanmar/
Macau

Group C: Korea Republic, China PR,

Thailand,Singapore/Guam

Group D: Oman, Kyrgyz Republic, Malaysia,
Chinese Taipei/Timor-Leste

Group E: Iran, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Hong Kong/Bhutan

Group F: Iraq, Vietnam,
Indonesia/Brunei Darussalam

Group G: Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Tajikistan,
Cambodia/Pakistan

Group H: UAE, Bahrain, Yemen/Sri Lanka,
Nepal/Laos

Group I: Australia, Palestine, Lebanon,
Maldives/Bangladesh

Philippines,

Iran U23 drawn
with Saudi Arabia
at 2022 Asian
Games

TEHRAN - Iran U23 football team were
drawn along with Saudi Arabia at the 2022
Asian Games.

Reza Enayati’s team are drawn with Saudi
Arabia, Vietnam and Mongolia in Group B.

Group A consists of China, Bangladesh,
Myanmar and India.

Uzbekistan, Syria, Afghanistan and Hong
Kong are in Group C.

Group D includes Japan, Palestine and Qatar

and South Korea, Bahrain, Thailand and Kuwait
are in Group E.

And Group F consists of North Korea,
Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan and Chinese Taipei.
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Iran-India annual trade rises 47%

From page 1 » The trade between Iran and
India reached $510 million in the first quarter
of 2023, according to the data released by
India’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

According to the report, agricultural
products and especially rice had the largest
sharein India’s exports to Iran. Rice accounted
for 63 percent of the total volume of exports,
while fruits with $15 million, and tea with $10
million ranked second and third.

Back in June, Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) hosted a conference on
introducing the opportunities and capacities
of presence in the Indian market.

The conference was attended by officials
fromthetwo sidesincluding theambassadors
of the two countries, board members of the
chambers of commerce of Iran and India,
and more than 300 businessmen from both
sides, the TPO portal reported.

The TPO Acting Head Mehdi Zeyghami,
Iranian Ambassador to India Iraj Elahi, and
India’'s Ambassador to Tehran Rudra Gaurav
Shresth were among the speakers at the
conference.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the
event, Zeyghami pointed out that India is one
of the main trade priorities for Iran, saying:
“Considering the huge volume of India’s trade
with the world, Iran has a small share, which
should be increased.”

“Holding such conferences and workshops
along with exchanging trade delegations

can lead to the strengthening of business
relations between the two countries and
ultimately lead to the prosperity of trade,” he
added.

Referring to the existing obstacles in
the way of trade development with India,
Zeyghami said: “Strict standards and high
tariffs for Iranian agricultural products have
caused these products to be smuggled to
neighboring countries that have zero tariffs
with India and then exported to India, which
has caused damage to Iranian businessmen.”

Referring to TPO’s plan to revive idle
trade agreements with other countries, the
official said: “Free trade with Eurasia and
preferential trade agreement with Indonesia
have been concluded, and preferential trade
agreements with other countries are being
pursued, and we have the same seriousness
regarding our preferential trade agreement
with India””

Further in the conference, Shresth
referred to the history of cultural, political,
and commercial relations between Iran and
India and said: “We hope that holding such
programs will lead to the development
of commercial relations between the two
countries.”

Pointing to the existing obstacles in the
way of the expansion of trade relations
between India and Iran, he said: “Solutions
have been found to overcome the obstacles,
especially in financial and banking issues.”

60,000 tons of eggs exported

since late March

TEHRAN - Iran has exported 60,000 tons
of eggs to the target countries since the
beginning of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21), Naser Nabipour, the chairman
of Producers of Egg-lLaying Hens Union,
announced.

Nabipour said Iran has the capacity to
produce 1.6 million tons of eggs annually,
IRNA reported.

Iranian eggs are mainly exported to
neighboring  countries including Iraq,
Afghanistan, Kuwait, and Qatar.

TEDPIX drops 3,700 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 3,766 points
t01.966 million on Saturday, which is the first
day of Iranian calendar week.

As reported, over 8.367 billion securities
worth 61629 trillion rials (about $128.3
million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the fourlranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one.
The other three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange  (IME), lran Energy  Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

A stock market analyst has said the market
is expected to follow an upward trend in the
summer and will continue to improve by the
end of the season.

“Considering  the fluctuations and
drops that occurred in the market during
Ordibehesht (the second Iranian calendar
month starting on April 21), we are now
seeing signs of optimism in the market, and
considering this, the future of this market is
expected to be positive,” Ali Jebel-Ameli said.

“There does not seem to be any new news
in the field of foreign policy that can have a
negative impact on the market, but what
should be considered is the volume and value
of transactions, which are now affected
by the country’s economic conditions,” the
expert added.

According to Jebel-Ameli, considering the
current market conditions, if there are no

new systematic risks and the government
also applies restrictions such as transaction
tax and capital gains tax in parallel markets,
the capital market will be considered a better
place for investment and consequently,
people will return to the market.

Earlier this month, stock market analyst
Nima Mirzaei also said that the market is
going to experience a calm trading period in
the summer.

“The trend of the market in the spring
shows that this market was lively but had
relatively volatile transactions during the
mentioned time period,” he told IRNA on July
3

Accordingtotheexpert, thereisapossibility
that as the end of the summer season
approaches, the number of transactions will
increase and the value of transactions will
exceed $200 million.

“The increase in the value of transactions
and the consequent growth of liquidity inflow
to the market will help the upward trend of
the stock market index by the end of summer,
and we can hope that the index will reach 2.5
million points at this time,” Mirzaei said.

The capital market expert stated that the
general trend of the stock market is positive
and it seems that the market will reach
relative stability in the current range.

He believed that the ups and downs of the
market during spring were different from the
trends of the market in the past.

TEHRAN - National Iranian
Drilling Company (NIDC) dug and
completed the digging operations
of 36 oil and gas wells during the
first four months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-July
22), an official with the company
said.

According to Masoud Afshar, the
deputy head of NIDC for drilling
operations, one of the drilled wells
was development and the rest were
workover ones, Shana reported.

The official stated that during
the mentioned time span NIDC
managed to dig eight wells more
than the figure for the previous
year’s same period.

As reported, 30 of the drilled
wells were in the operational zone
of the National Iranian South Oil
Company (NISOC), one well was
drilled in the fields under the
supervision of the Iranian Offshore
0Oil Company (I00C), two were in
the fields under the operation
of Petroleum Engineering and
Development Company (PEDEC),
and three wells were dug in fields
developed by private contractors.

Since the beginning of this year,
the drilling area of the wells has
reached 26,946 meters, he said.

NIDC owns 70 light, heavy, and
super-heavy drilling rigs, including
67 onshore drilling rigs and three
offshore rigs, of which 62 were
active in the first 11 months of the
current year.

Earlierthismonth, NIDC Managing
Director Hamidreza Golpayegani
said that his company dug and
completed the digging operations
of 27 oil and gas wells during the
first 100 days of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-June 30).

According to, the drilled wells

consisted of two development, and
25 workover ones.

Golpayegani had earlier declared
the  company’s infrastructure
improvement in line with the
programs of the Qil Ministry as the
most important achievement of NIDC
in the past year.

NIDC dug and
completed
digging
operation of
99 oil and gas
wells in past
year.

Speaking at the company’s
annual board meeting, the official
said NIDC's performance in various
operational, technical, engineering,

NIDC digs 36 oil, gas wells in 4 months

support, services, and headquarters
departments has been significant
and improved in the previous year
compared to the preceding two
years.

“According to the statistics of
our planning department, the
productivity index [of the company]
reached 62 percent past year, while
this figure was 48 percent in 1400,
he noted.

NIDC managed to dig and
complete 99 oil and gas wells in
the past Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 21).

According to Afshar, the drilled
wells consisted of 15 development,
five exploratory, and 79 workover
ones.

He said that 77 of the mentioned
wells were drilled in the operational
zone of the NISOC, eight wells
were drilled in the fields under
the supervision of the 100C, eight
in the fields under the operation
of the PEDEC, two wells in the
framework of project, and four in

the operational zone of the drilling
management  department  of
National Iranian Oil company (NIOC).

Over 67000 meters of
drilling were conducted for
drilling the mentioned wells, the
official announced, and noted,
“Comprehensive  planning  has
been done to speed up the drilling
operations and it is expected
that with the reconstruction and
modernization of the drilling
machines and equipment, in the
current year we will see the use
of more drilling machines of the
company in the oil-rich areas of the
country.”

Considering  the  National
Iranian Oil Company’s strategies
for strengthening the presence
of domestic companies in the
development of the country’s oil
fields, NIDC, as a major subsidiary of
the company, has been supporting
such companies by lending them
drilling rigs and other necessary
equipment.

ICCIMA, Vietnamese Embassy discuss holding Iran-Vietnam

TEHRAN - In a meeting between the acting
head of the international affairs department
of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) and the head of
the commercial office of Vietnam Embassy in
Tehran, the two sides discussed cooperation for
holding an Iran-Vietnam business forum in Tehran
concurrent with the upcoming visit of Vietnam's
parliament speaker to Tehran.

Asreported by the ICCIMA portal, in this meeting
which was held to discuss the preparations
for the upcoming visit of Vietnam’s parliament
speaker to Tehran in August, the Vietnamese
side asked Niloufar Asadi to make the necessary
arrangements for the holding of the mentioned
forum during the visit of his country’s parliament
speaker to Tehran.

During the meeting, Asadi also suggested that
the forum should be held at the place of ICCIMA
as the representative of the Iranian private sector.

Also, during a meeting between ICCIMA Head
Hossein Selahvarzi and Vietnam’s Ambassador
to Tehran Luong Quoc Huy at the place of ICCIMA

business forum

in mid-July, the Vietnamese envoy mentioned the
upcoming visit of the speaker of the Vietnamese
parliament to Tehran, noting that a delegation
comprised of 70 officials and businesspersons is
going to accompany the Vietnamese parliament
speaker on his visit to Iran.

During that meeting, the two sides discussed
ways of expanding trade ties between the private
sectors of the two countries.

The two sides discussed various subjects during
the meeting including trade capacities, obstacles to
bilateral cooperation, and ways to increase the level
of economic exchanges between Iran and Vietnam.

In this meeting, Selahvarzi emphasized the
readiness of the private sectors of Iran and
Vietnam for joint investments and using barter
trade capacities for the development of economic
cooperation.

The ICCIMA  head underlined Vietnam's
significant economic growth in recent years and
noted that the Iranian private sector is eager
for the expansion of ties with their Vietnamese
counterparts in all areas.

“We are interested in developing business
relations with Vietnam, and the establishment
of the Iran-Vietnam Joint Chamber of Commerce
is an indication of our interest in strengthening
business cooperation,” Selahvarzi said.

He also called for resolving the problems
regarding the issuance of business visas for
Iranian traders.

The Vietnamese ambassador for his part
congratulated Selahvarzi on his election as
the new head of the ICCIMA and welcomed his
proposals and remarks.

The official noted that Iran is economically very
important for the region, Asia, and the world in
general, and this issue shows the right direction
of Iran’s diplomacy and foreign policy.

Luong Quoc Huy further pointed out the
obstacles to trade with Iran, saying: “The sanctions
and limited banking and financial relations are the
major obstacle in the way of trade between the
two countries. Of course, in recent years, Iran’s
foreign policy has shown that it is taking steps in
the direction of lifting sanctions.”

Iran holds 1.5 billion tons of coal reserves

TEHRAN - The secretary of
Iran Coal Association has said
the country holds 1.5 billion tons
of definite coal reserves which
is enough to meet the country’s
needs for the next 500 vyears,
IRIB reported on Saturday.

According to Saeed Samadi,
Iran’s total coal reserves are
estimated at 14 billion tons
of which 15 billion tons are
currently discoveries.

Samadi put the country’s
current annual coal production
at 4.5 million tons, noting that
the coal concentrate production
also stands at 1.8 million tons
per year.

“Currently, the annual
consumption of coal concentrate
in the country is about 3.5 million
tons, of which 1.8 million tons is
supplied from domestic sources
and the rest is imported,” he said.

Commodities worth almost $3b traded at IME in a month

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar
month (ended on July 22) Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME) witnessed trade of 11,117,938
tons of commodities and 170 vehicles with a
total trading value of almost $3 billion on its
physical market.

As reported by the IME’'s Public Relations
and International Affairs Department, the
exchange saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor, trade of 8,893,677 tons of
commodities valued at nearly $2 billion.

Items traded on this floor included
4,603,093 tons of cement, 1,979,000 tons
of iron ore, 1,366,709 tons of steel, 906,200

tons of sponge iron, 62,625 tons of aluminum,
52,641 tons of copper, 42,550 tons of zinc,
2,000 tons of coke, 820 tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 550 tons of cast iron, 75 tons of
precious metals concentrate and 170 vehicles.

Based on this report, the exchange saw
trade of 1,200 kg of saffron on its agricultural
trading floor.

Moreover, the exchange saw trade of
1,995,334 tons of commodities worth more
than $892 million on both domestic and
export pits of its oil and petrochemical trading
floor.

The IME’s customers purchased on this

floor 589,591 tons of bitumen, 567,000 tons
of vacuum bottom, 422,963 tons of polymeric
products, 187,000 tons of lube cut, 164,147
tons of chemicals, 33,215 tons of sulfur, 17006
tons of oil, 16,068 tons of petroleum products,
1,345 tons of insulation and 790 tons of
feedstocks.

Last was the IME’s side market on which the
exchange traded 228,925 tons of commodities.

IME is one of the four major stock markets
of Iran, the other three markets are Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market known also as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX).



‘Muslim youth to avenge W ESiTAE

Quran burnings’

Nasrallah says ‘Muslim governments must fulfil their duty’

Frompage1» Nasrallah warned
that if there are countries that do
not care and are not shaken when
their sacred symbols are abused
or are indifferent, the two billion
Muslims are not like that.

The  Hezbollah  secretary
general also called on Muslim
governments to uphold their
responsibilities and take
measures to end the desecration
of Islam’s third holiest site, al-
Agsa Mosque, by Israeli forces
in  the occupied Palestinian
territories.

He said Lebanon is still under
the aggression of Israel which
continues to occupy “part of our
land”. The Hezbollah chief added
Israel has re-occupied a village
of Lebanese territory and speaks
brazenly of provocations.

Addressing the Israeli regime,
he warned, “I say to the Zionists,
beware of any foolishness in your
decisions, the resistance will not
neglect any of its responsibilities,
neither in deterrence nor in
liberation.”

The resistance will be ready for
any option, he noted, and will not
remain silent about any “foolish”
act by Israel.

Calling Israel an “evil entity”
and “cancerous tumor”, he warned
that there will be no peace in West
Asia so long Israel is present.
Sayyed Nasrallah went on to
praise the “oppressed Palestinian
people” for the courage they are
showing in defending their land,
saying resistance will continue
until the demise of the regime,
which he said is close.

He also vowed that Hezbollah
will always stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with the Palestinian

resistance.

Touching on other regional
issues, he called on all nations
to end the suffering of Syrian
people, and break the siege on
Syria brought about by unilateral
sanctions.

He praised the Yemeni people
for standing up to oppression
and not bowing down, drawing
similarities between the plight of
Yemen, which the United Nations
has branded as the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis, and the plight
of Imam Hussein (AS), the third
Shia Imam and the grandson of
the Prophet Muhammad (S).

On the domestic front, Sayyed
Nasrallah called for facilitating
the path for serious and
persistent dialogue, which may

open a horizon in the wall of the
existing political impasse on the
issue of the presidential elections.
And he pointed out that this is
what Hezbollah is working and
cooperating on, and we hope to
reach aresult to end the deadlock.

In the meantime, he said
the  caretaker  government
must continue to carry out its
responsibility.

He also warned against a
campaign being waged by the
United States to corrupt Muslim
children, including those in
Lebanon.

Wrapping up his speech, the
Hezbollah chief declared that
what is needed is to anger those
who serve the “Great Satan” (the
United States) that promotes

moral perversity.

In Lebanon, he pointed out,
the danger began through some
associations, and  children’s
books that were published and
promoted a deviant culture.

He called on the Lebanese
government and the Ministry of
Education to reconsider, prevent
and be part of protecting the
children of Lebanon and future
generations.

The  secretary-general  of
Hezbollah said “we are the sons
of Imam Hussein” and we will
never deviate from the humane
and Islamic values that were
brought to us by Imam Hussein,
his grandfather the Prophet
Muhammad and the Quran.

One notable Palestinian sees no changes for now but “samud” will prevail...

From page 1 »l was able to conduct a brief
interview with Dr. Mjalli this past week. He called
me over lunch in a restaurant in Serbia where he
was on a business trip. | had not spoken with him
in almost a decade:

Mjalli is well aware of what the current
Netanyahu government in doing: the Zionist
plan is simply to make life so miserable
for the natives of the Holy Land that they
will pack up and leave. He recognizes
that things have rarely been worse, but
he believes the millions of beleaguered
Palestinians are NOT going anywhere and
will continue to operate with their “samud”
- their “steadfastness and perseverance”
against Zionist aggression, oppression and
violence. And that the scattered push back
from Palestinians against the Israelis will
continue. As for the unpopular Palestinian
Authority under Mahmoud Abbas, he says it
will probably survive nominally but remain
weak and ineffective in addressing demands
for Palestinian freedom and civil rights. He
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Israel’s current
government is presided
over by terrorists hiding

behind government titles.

also suggests that the so-called Abraham
Accords will limp along, if not expand.

Israel’s current government is presided over
by terrorists hiding behind government titles.

Notably Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben Gvir
whom Netanyahu became dependent upon so
that he could return as Israel’s prime minister
and also try to avoid trial and conviction for
corruption charges earlier as lIsrael’'s leader.
Lately there has been talk of some sort of civil
war in Israel over the efforts by Israel’s far right
to emasculate the Supreme Court and essentially
destroy ANY “democracy” in the Apartheid state.
Dr. Mjalli claims a “civil war” among Israelis is
unlikely but not impossible.

In sum, Adnan Mjalli had no breakthrough
information to offer, no precocious surprising
projections or forecasts about what’s ahead
except more of the same Apartheid until
it one day just stops, and it will because it
simply must. The Palestinians will carry on
steadfastly with “samud” and if the Zionists
try wholesale evictions like a second Nakba,
the world will not stand for it, not even the U.S.
government. Zionism is, after all, one of the
greatest crimes ever.

Ashura commemorated around the world

From page 1 » Perhaps the
most heart-wrenching mourning
ceremonies marking the Day of
Ashura took place in Iran. With black
fabrics blanketing cities, people
poured to the streets to renmew
their commitment towards Imam
Hussein’s message in various forms.
Some cooked food and distributed it
among the ones in need, some beat
their chests, some beat the back of
their shoulders with light chains,
and some merely stood aside and
listened to eulogies while taking
comfort in watching the processions
taking place.

Millions of Muslims fromallaround
the world found themselves in
Karbala, Irag, where Imam Hossein’s
holy shrine is located. The boiling
temperatures could not stop people
from getting themselves to the site
of Imam Hussein’s burial place, which
is considered to be one of the most
visited places in the Islamic world
after Mecca. Special mourning rituals
werealso carried outin the city where
people performed a magnificent re-
enactment of the Battle of Karbala to

show the endeavors of Imam Hossein
and the great pain and suffering he
had to endure for the sake of justice.
Those watching such performances
say catching a glimpse of Imam
Hussein’s hardships deeply moves
them and makes them want to be a
better person.

In East Asia the Day of Ashura
is not a day to be forgotten either.
Muslims in Malaysia, Indonesia, the
Philippines and other nations have
their own customs when it comes
to commemorating the martyrdom
of Imam Hussein. That's while
eulogies are also a big part of the
ceremonies there.

Perhaps in Africa, the rapidly
growing popularity of Islam is
the most evident on Ashura. Even
non-Muslim Africans can be seen
attending processions and chanting
“Labbayk ya Hussein” (We are
present, Oh Hussain) at the top of
their lungs. The story of Karbala
and Imam Hussein's journey is so
resonating that even those with
no stated religion or with religions

other than Islam can feel at home
among his mourners.

Last but not least, Muslims could
not sit idly by in Western countries
despite the recent anti-Islam
campaigns. They held wmassive
marches in cities like London,
Toronto and New York as they tried
to show the true face of Islam, which
is in total contrast to what's being
portrayed of the religion by Western
media. Every year on the Day of
Ashura, thousands of non-Muslims
living in Western countries grow an

interest in Islam and get curious to
get to know the values of the people

who resolutely commemorate
the most important day of Islamic
calendar month of Muharram
despite all the hardships that have
been laid out against them.

The day of Ashura is a time when
millions of people from all walks of
life come together foramutual cause.
They want to revive and remember
the movement of Imam Hussein and
do their best to hopefully someday,
live up to his legacy.

Israeli air chief
warns of security
threat after
judicial reform
vote

The Israel air force chief said on Friday
that enemies might exploit a political crisis
triggered by an overhaul of the judiciary.

Major-General Tomer Bar said his forces
needed to remain “vigilant and prepared”
after parliament last week passed the first
of Netanyahu's widely contested changes,
removing the Supreme Court’s authority
to void what it deems “unreasonable”
decisions by government and ministers.

“It is possible that at a time like this
they (Israel's enemies) will try to test the
frontiers, our cohesion and our alertness,’
Bar said in an address to his forces,
according to a statement released on
Friday. He did not elaborate.

The overhaul pursued by Netanyahu
and his right-wing government has
sparked a seven-month crisis, spurring
unprecedented protests, opening up a deep
social divide and shaking the commitment
to call-up duty of some army reservists.

Protesters accuse Netanyahu of working
to weaken the courts’ independence even
as he argues his innocence in a graft
trial. One of their leaders, Eran Schwartz,
said demonstrations would continue on
Saturday, with actions planned in 150
locations.

US offers
‘unflagging
support’ to
ousted leader of
Niger amid coup
attempt

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
spoke Friday with Nigerien President
Mohamed Bazoum and reiterated the US’
“unflagging support and emphasized the
importance of his continuing leadership in
Niamey,” according to the State Department.

“He praised Bazoum’s role in promoting
security not only in Niger but the wider
West Africa region,” spokesman Matthew
Miller said in a statement. “Secretary
Blinken underscored that the United States
will continue to work to ensure the full
restoration of constitutional order and
democratic rule in Niger”

In a separate telephone call with former
President Mahamadou Issoufou, Blinken
expressed his “grave concern” that
democratically-elected Bazoum “remains in
detention and that negotiations to ensure
constitutional order in Niger were at an
impasse,” said Miller.

“The Secretary regretted that those
detaining Bazoum were threatening years
of successful cooperation and hundreds
of millions of dollars of assistance that
support the Nigerien people, said the
statement.

Blinken asked Issoufou to “continue
efforts to resolve the situation in favor
of the civilian-led democratically elected
government,” it said.

The top US diplomat held a separate call
with his French counterpart, Catherine
Colonna, where he expressed his “deep
concern over the events unfolding in Niger
and the detention of democratically elected
President Bazoum,” said Miller.

The two discussed the “urgency of efforts
to restore constitutional order in Niger,
and Blinken “underlined the strong role
that Niger has had in promoting peace and
security in West Africa,” according to the
statement.
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US in contact

with Russia on
operations in Syrian
airspace, says
Pentagon chief

The United States will continue to maintain
contact with Russia regarding operations in
Syrian airspace, according to US Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin.

“We will continue to engage through
established channels to express our concerns
and communicate with senior leadership as
necessary. However, we will maintain our current
operational procedures in the airspace, ensuring
the protection of our interests and resources,’
stated Austin following the Australia-US
Ministerial Consultations (AUSMIN).

The meeting also included US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken, Australian Defense
Minister Richard Marles, and Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Woneg.

Earlier reports from media outlets suggested
that Russian fighterjets had allegedly performed
dangerous maneuvers near US MQ-9 Reaper
drones involved in operations against the Islamic
State terror group (outlawed in Russia) in Syria.

BRICS basket of
currencies may
be discussed at
August summit:
Russian official

The idea of creating a basket of currencies
of BRICS members may be brought up at the
group’s summit in August, Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Alexey Overchuk said.

During an interview on the sidelines of
the second Russia-Africa Summit with TASS,
Overchuk mentioned that the leaders of BRICS
may discuss the settlement system issue in an
upcoming meeting. He also suggested that there
might be a discussion about the creation of a
basket of currencies based on a certain payment
unit.

“Perhaps the leaders will decide to task the
relevant expert bodies with looking into the
matter,” he noted, adding: “Clearly, it's a very
difficult issue”

US announces
Taiwan weapons
package worth up
to 345$ million

The United States unveiled a Taiwan weapons
aid package worth up to $345 million on Friday,
a move likely to anger China even as the Biden
administration declined to publicly provide
details on the arms in the package.

Congress authorized up to $1 billion worth
of Presidential Drawdown Authority weapons
aid for Taiwan, which strongly rejects Chinese
sovereignty claims, in the 2023 budget. Beijing
has repeatedly demanded the United States,
Taiwan’s most important arms supplier, halt the
sale of weapons to the island.

In recent weeks, four sources told Reuters the
package was expected to include four unarmed
MQ-9A reconnaissance drones, but noted
their inclusion could fall through as officials
work through details on removing some of the
advanced equipment from the drones that only
the US. Air Force is allowed access to.

The formal announcement did not include a
list of weapon systems being provided.
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Russian travels to Iran expected

to rise in autumn

TEHRAN - Demand for tours to Iran is expected
to grow as the high autumn season approaches,
and the launch of visa-free travel for groups will
attract even more Russians to the country, ac-
cording to the Russian Union of Travel Industry.

“Interest in the country is associated with its
rich historical and cultural heritage, affordable
prices for hotels, and air tickets. The launch of
visa-free trips for groups is expected to be an-
nounced by the Ministry of Economic Development
from August 1 to contribute to an even greater
increase in tourist flow,” the union has said in a
press release.

As noted in the press service of the tour oper-
ator “Intourist”, now sales of tours to Iran exceed
last year’s figures by 15-20%, and the depth of
bookings reaches October.

According to Dmitry Arutyunov, general director
of the Art Tour, by autumn the demand for tours to
Iran is always increasing.

“In spring and autumn, we send not only indi-
viduals but also organized groups of 30-40 peo-
ple,” he said.

According to the expert, interest in the direction
would be higher, but it lacks an active advertising
campaign in Russia.

“Our fellow citizens do not know anything about
the country, but this is an interesting excursion
destination for spring and autumn. There is an ex-

cellent ski resort, one of the highest in the world,
some of our tourists went there last winter and
was going there this year. In the absence of al-
pine ski resorts, Iranian can be a good alternative,”
Arutyunov said.

Moreover, the Russian tourism expert, Maria
Novikova, has said Iran has become an alternative
to closed countries, primarily Europe. At the same
time, the prices for traveling there are low.

The head of the Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment of the Russian Federation Maxim Reshet-
nikov said on Wednesday that the launch of the
first visa-free trips to Iran and China is planned
from August 1. Within its framework, tourists
from both countries will be able to travel without
a visa for two weeks in organized groups of five to
50 people.

Back in June, Tehran’s ambassador to Moscow
said Iran was ready to waive visa requirements
reciprocally with Russia, based on an agreement
the two countries previously secured for certain
tourist groups.

“Iran is ready to waive visa requirements mu-
tually with Russia, and there is no obstacle in this
field from Tehran’s point of view,” Kazem Jalali
said.

The envoy expressed hope that Tehran-Mos-
cow relations will continue to move forward by
strengthening people-to-people connections in
cultural and economic arenas.

Lost for centuries, Emperor Nero’s
theater is unearthed in Rome

Ruins of a private theater belonging to the 1st
century Roman Emperor Nero have been unearthed
in the Italian capital just meters from the Vatican, in
what experts are calling an “exceptional” find.

The discovery, revealed by Rome’s special super-
intendent Daniela Porro on Thursday, unveils the
venue where Nero rehearsed poetry and music, and
lies near to where St. Peter’s Basilica now stands.

Until now, the existence of the ancient theater
had perplexed many historians because it was men-
tioned in Roman texts written by Pliny the Elder but
its whereabouts had not previously been document-
ed.

Nero was the fifth Roman emperor, ruling be-
tween 54 and 68 CE. An unpopular leader, he be-
came famous for his extravagances and personal
debaucheries.

The site includes elegant marble columns, gold-
leaf decorations and storage rooms with remnants
of costumes and backdrops used in Nero's theatrical
productions.

The dig is part of a renovation project of the Pala-
220 della Rovere on the Via Della Conciliazione, which
leads to St. Peter’s Square.

The project will turn part of the Renaissance-era
building into a Four Seasons hotel, set to open in
2025 - in time for Rome’s Jubilee year celebrations,
which are expected to draw millions of people to the
city.

Superintendent Porro said in a press state-
ment that the “exceptional” findings provide a rare
glimpse of the period beginning with Nero's reign
through to the 15th century. Some of the later ar-
tifacts bear witness to the site’s use as a theater,
including remnants of costumes, as well as more
recent pottery and cooking utensils.

Previously only seven glass chalices from be-
tween Nero's reign and the 15th century, which
marked a period during which Rome was pillaged
multiple times, had been found. Porro said the dig
turned up seven more.

(Source: CNN)

Global warming to reshuffle Europe’s
tourism demand, particularly in coastal areas

A temperature rise of 3°C or 4°C will reduce
the number of summer tourists by almost 10% in
southern coastal regions, and raise demand for
northern coasts by 5%, projections show.

Southern coastal regions are expected to lose
tourists during the summer, particularly under 3°C
and 4°C warming scenarios, while northern Eu-
ropean coastal regions will see increased tourism
demand, according to a new JRC study. Across the
continent, tourist interest will fall in July and grow
in April. With seasonal shift of demand across the
continent, tourism will still grow, according to the
projections.

The study Regional impact of climate change on

European tourism demand assesses changes in
tourism demand under four climate futures, the
Paris Agreement targets (1.5°C and 2°C) and two
higher warming levels (3°C and 4°C).

According to the projections, the overall impact
on European tourism demand is expected to be
positive, with a projected rise of 1.58% for the high-
est warming scenario (4°C), but the aggregated
results hide a high diversity across regions. There’s
a clear north-south pattern, with tourism demand
gains in central and northern Europe and lower de-
mand in the south.

(Source: EU Science Hub)

Exquisite tiles of Golestan Palace
under restoration

TEHRAN - An urgent restoration
work has commenced on a selec-
tion of centuries-old Haft Rang
(Seven-Colored) tiles that adorn the
premises of the UNESCO-designated
Golestan Palace in downtown Teh-
ran.

“40 square meters out of 7000
square meters of Haft Rang tiles
that embellish the premises of Go-
lestan Palace will be treated in this
round of restoration work,” an offi-
cial with the World Heritage site said
on Thursday.

These tiles were either subject to
falling or were separated from their
bed due to the wind and storm, Jab-
bar Avaj said.

“We will restore and fix them (in
their original places) in this emergency
phase, which will be running through
September 22, the official said.

Haft Rang Persian Tile is a highly
decorative glazed tile used to adorn
the exterior and interior of secular
and religious buildings. Those tiles
first came to prominence in the late
15th and 16th centuries when art-
ists frequently chose to decorate
them with painted designs showing
plants, birds, people and calligraphy.

During the Timurid and Safa-
vid eras, this new tiling technique
emerged to replace the widely used
terracotta mosaic technique that
had evolved gradually from the old
technique of the faience mosaic.

Due to the time and costs involved
in decorating buildings with the old-
er mosaic faience, a new technique
has been developed that is both
cheaper and faster. Highest-ranked

iy, e
brick. With this new technique, it is
no longer necessary to create de-
signs from cut pieces of tiles or to
create a prepared drawing to an ex-
act scale, as the artist can now draw
directly on the tile itself.

Because the Haft Rang tiles were
directly plastered onto the walls, in
comparison to mosaic faience, they
were more prone to damage over
time. This technique lasted until the
Qajar dynasty (1789-1925) but slow-
ly faded into the background during
the later years of this period.

As mentioned, Haft Rang tiles are
both cheaper and take less time to
create. One of the reasons for such
efficiency is that instead of the small
tiles in the mosaic tile technique, the

bricks are now cut into squares of
various sizes which together form
one large piece and will cover a much
larger area.

Another reason is that, while in
the mosaic technique, each color is
fired separately, the Haft Rang tile
allows the artisan to fire all colors
at once, each color is separated from
its adjacent colors by a manganese
border to avoid them. of the mixture.
Although this approach also has its
drawbacks; Since each primary col-
or requires a specific firing point to
achieve the most vibrant and vibrant
consistency, this technique reduces
color richness by heating them all to
the same temperature.

This way, the ability to paint all

colors at once, the ability to paint
directly onto the tiles, as well as
the larger surface area of the tiles
allowed artists to explore different
patterns and patterns. drawings
with a higher level of precision. de-
tailed and exactly like the illustration
of the human figure. This level of
precision cannot be achieved with
the technique of mosaic faience.

Although the name of this tech-
nique is Haft Rang, it does not nec-
essarily mean that all seven colors
are used in every tile piece or even
in the entire composition, although
in some cases it does. can happen.
Some of the main colors used in this
technique are black, white, turquoise,
yellow, pastel pink, and cobalt blue.

Foreign travelers in Ardakan visit Ashura rituals

France, Czech Republic, Turkey, Portugal, China,
Hungary, Holland, Austria, Poland, Russia, Swit-
zerland, Chile, and Croatia.

Yazd has long been a destination for domestic

TEHRAN - On the Day of Ashura, some 70 for-
eign travelers attended Muharram mourning
rituals during their visits to Ardakan city of Yazd
province, central Iran.

During the religious ritual on Friday, thousands
of locals commemorated the martyrdom anniver-
sary of Imam Hussein (AS) and his loyal compan-
jons, slain in 680 CE at Karbala in modern-day Iraq.

“Over 70 travelers from Turkey, China, Denmark,
and Russia attended the ritual held in Ardakan’s

Kushk-e No Hussainiya,” Ardakan’s tourism chief
said on Saturday.

The tourists were well introduced to the Mu-
harram rituals observed by the people of Ardakan
[on the Day of Ashura, when the sorrow reaches its
climax], the official said.

According to available data, 415 foreign tourists
from 16 countries participated in the Muharram
mourning ceremonies of Yazd province last year.
Those tourists were from Italy, Spain, Germany,

and foreign tourists who are willing to witness
centuries-old mourning ceremonies held during
the months of Muharram and Safar. Holidaymak-
ers may attend mourning ceremonies, such as Na-
khl-Gardani or Nakhl-Bardari, which is a symbolic
representation of the Imam’s coffin, resembling
an Imam’s funeral; Tazieh, a passionate play in-
spired by historical and religious narrations; and
Sineh-Zani [beating the chest].

Muharram and the following month, Safar
(which includes a commemoration of the after-
math of Karbala) are a period of lamentation for
Muslims. War and fighting are prohibited during
Muharram and festivities like weddings and birth-
days are usually postponed to more appropriate
days. People generally wear black out of respect
or at least avoid wearing very bright colors.

They say the core meaning of Muharram is beyond
such mere bereavement and commemoration of the
past. Karbala was an actual and metaphorical ven-
ue where the Truth confronted the Lie, where justice
spoke vibrant and audible in the face of prejudice,
and where courage, passion, and devotion preceded
attachment, worldliness, and obstinacy.

Extinct script of Iranian origins decoded 70 years after its
first discovery

TEHRAN - Researchers have deci-
phered parts of a so-called “Kushan
script”, which is an extinct Eastern
Iranian language used as the official
language of the Kushan and the Hep-
hthalite empires.

They decoded more than half of the
characters of the writing system by
comparing them with inscriptions in
aknown ancient language called Bac-
trian. The writing system has puzzled
linguists since it was first found in the
1950s, according to Live Science.

The ancient text has been deci-
phered with the help of rock face in-
scriptions that were discovered near
the Almosi Gorge in northwest Tajik-
istan in 2022, which include sections
in an extinct but known language
called Bactrian.

“We have worked out that the so-
called ‘Kushan script’ was used to
record a previously unknown Middle
Iranian language,” lead study author
Svenja Bonmann, a comparative lin-
guist at the University of Cologne in
Germany, said inavideo posted by the
university on July 13.

“In other words, we have deci-
phered the script”

Experts say that this Middle Iranian
language was likely one of the offi-
cial languages of the Kushan Empire,
which sprawled across Central Asia
and northwestern India between 200
BC and 700 CE. At the height of its
power, in the second century CE, the
Kushans co-existed with the Roman
Empire. Ancient Eurasian nomads
that originally settled in the Kushan
Empire — called the “Tocharians” by
Greco-Roman authors — may also
have spoken the language, which the
researchers have proposed to call
“Eteo-Tocharian.” (“Eteo” is a prefix
used by modern scholars that means
“true” or “original”)

Bonmann says the script, which is
related to the Kushan language, re-
mains elusive in part because many
texts have not stood the test of time.
“Most of what was written at the time
was probably recorded on organic
materials, such as palm tree leaves or
the bark of birch trees. Organic mate-
rial decomposes very quickly, which

means practically none of it remains.”

More clues about the Kushan lan-
guage have been provided with the
help of characters carved into cave
walls and painted onto ceramics
across Central Asia. Several dozen of
such inscriptions have been found by
archeologists since the late 1950s,
mostly in present-day Tajikistan, Uz-
bekistan and Afghanistan.

“Researchers have worked on this
for decades, mostly in France and
Russia, but they were met with little
success,” Eugen Hill, a professor of
comparative linguistics at the Uni-
versity of Cologne who did not par-
ticipate in the study, said in the video.

An Iranian language

In a study published July 12 in the
journal Transactions of the Philo-
sophical Society, Bonmann and his
colleagues examined newly discov-
ered “bilingual” inscriptions and
deciphered the Kushan script using
methods similar to those previously
used to decipher other ancient lan-
guages.

“The best-case scenario is to have
a parallel text — a so-called bilingual
or trilingual — that presents approx-
imately the same meaning, but in two
or three different scripts or languag-
es,” Bonmann said.

In this case, the researchers were
able to work out the Kushan, meaning
using parallel inscriptions in Bactri-
an carved into rocks found at Almosi
Gorge and at Dast-i Nawur, in Af-
ghanistan, in the 1960s.

“We had parallel texts and we knew
that the elements they contained
were likely to come up in our script,”
Bonmann said. “Step by step, we were
able to read more and more Iranian
words, so it became clear that this
was an Iranian language.”

According to the study, the discov-
ery sheds light on more than half of
the 25 to 30 signs used in the Kushan
script. The team hopes that by re-ex-
amining known inscriptions and look-
ing for other examples, they will be
able to decipher the remaining char-
acters and read the entire enigmatic
inscription.



World Hepatitis Day: “one life, one liver”

From page 1 » arange of health
problems, some of which can be
fatal. There are five main strains
of the hepatitis virus, referred to
astypesA,B,C D, and E.

While they all cause liver dis-
ease, they differ inimportant ways
including modes of transmission,
severity of the illness, geograph-
ical distribution, and prevention
methods. In particular, types B
and C lead to chronic disease in
hundreds of millions of people
and together are the most com-
mon cause of liver cirrhosis, liver
cancer, and viral hepatitis-related
deaths. An estimated 354 million
people worldwide live with hepati-
tis B or C,and for most, testing and
treatment remain beyond reach.

Some types of hepatitis are pre-
ventable through vaccination. A
WHO study found that an estimat-
ed 4.5 million premature deaths
could be prevented in low- and
middle-income countries by 2030
through vaccination, diagnostic
tests, medicines, and education
campaigns. WHO'’s global hepati-
tis strategy, endorsed by all WHO
Member States, aims to reduce
new hepatitis infections by 90%
and deaths by 65% between 2016
and 2030.

To reduce new infections and
deaths from hepatitis B and C,
countries must: ensure access to
treatment for all pregnant wom-
en living with hepatitis B, provide
hepatitis B vaccines for their ba-
bies at birth, diagnose 90% of

people living with hepatitis B and/
or hepatitis C, and provide treat-
ment to 80% of all people diag-
nosed with hepatitis. They must
also act to ensure optimal blood
transfusion, safe injections, and
harm reduction.

Hepatitis elimination by 2030

Iran is planning to provide free
diagnosis and treatment services
to people who are suffering from
hepatitis and eradicate the dis-
ease by 2030.

Diagnosis of the disease under
the health network is free for all,
and treatment is also free for fi-
nancially vulnerable families.

The prevalence of hepatitis B
in the country is approximately
one percent and the prevalence of

hepatitis C is approximately half
percent. Therefore, the prevalence
of hepatitis in the general popula-
tion is very low.

During the years 1400 (March
2021-March  2022) and 1401
(March 2022-March 2023), hepa-
titis B vaccines were injected for
free to about 500 thousand peo-
ple (not including newborns who
need to be vaccinated).

Some 1.5 million Iranians are di-
agnosed with hepatitis B and less
than 200,000 people with hepati-
tis C; nearly 3,000 people are in-
fected with hepatitis C each year.

Diagnosis of
the disease in
the country is

free forall.

It was decided that some
60,000 hepatitis C diagnostic kits
provided by the World Health Or-
ganization to be delivered to med-
ical science universities over the
coming week.

Inthe year 1400 (ended in March
2022), some 14,500 patients were
treated and in the previous year
(ended in March 2023), some
16,500 patients were treated in
the country.

In order to reach the goal of
eliminating hepatitis by 2030,
more than 20,000 patients should
be treated in the country every
year.

Iran gets Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

\\ i

TEHRAN - After a hiatus of about 15 years, Iran
once again became a member of the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) task force
on national greenhouse inventories.

Thanks to the strategies of the Meteorological
Organization and diplomatic negotiations of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the country’s repre-
sentative was selected once again as a member of
IPCC, Sahar Taj-bakhsh, head of Iran’s Meteorolog-
ical Organization, said, iISNA reported.

“Mohammad Rahimi from the Islamic Republic
of Iran and a representative from the Maldives be-
came members of the task force bureau on green-
house gases emission.”

Rahimi is a faculty member of Semnan Univer-
sity and a professor at the faculty of combating
desertification.

Excessive use of renewable

Change membership

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) is the United Nations body for assessing the
science related to climate change.

Created in 1988 by the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) and the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme (UNEP), the objective of the
IPCC is to provide governments at all levels with
scientific information that they can use to develop
climate policies.

natural but since the middle of the 18th century,
the trends have changed.

Human activities mainly due to burning fossil
fuels (such as coal, oil, and gas) have increased
the gases.

The gases trap and the heating process devel-
ops, which is named as “greenhouse effect”. Such
an effect is the cause of cli-

mate change which has had

The task force on nation-
al greenhouse inventories
works on greenhouse gas
inventory-related methodol-
ogies and practices. It is re-
sponsible for assessing and
developing inventory meth-
ods and practices that are

IPCC is the United
Nations body for
assessing the science
related to climate
change.

extensive effects on the en-
vironment.

The drought is getting
worse. Humans use more
water, especially for agri-
culture. Just like when the
weather is hot, we sweat

scientifically sound and rel-
evant to all countries, bear-
ing in mind the lack of information in developing
countries.

The task force is responsible to develop and
refine internationally agreed methodologies and
software for the estimation and reporting of na-
tional GHG emissions and removals, and to en-
courage the widespread use of these methodolo-
gies by countries participating in the IPCC and by
Parties to the United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Climate Change

Climate change refers to long-term changes in
temperature and weather patterns that may be

ENGLISH IN USE

water in Kerman worrisome

Excessive withdrawal of renewable water, equaling 123 percent of

the current volume, in the southeastern province of Kerman, has raised
great concerns while posing a serious threat to the life of residents and

region’s biodiversity.

“Currently, there are 5.5 billion cubic meters of renewable water in Kerman
province, but 6.8 billion cubic meters equivalent to 123 percent of renewable

water resources is being used” IRNA quoted Reza Jazinizadeh, the head of Ker-

man province’s department of environment, as saying on Thursday.

In the [13]40s (falling on 1960s), concurrent with the establishment
of the Ministry of Energy, renewable water resources measured at 90
million cubic meters, and some 50 million cubic meters out of this

amount was withdrawn, Jazinizadeh explained.

more, and higher air tem-
perature causes us to lose
more water, which means that the farmers should
consume more water.

Both highlight the need for more water in places
where water reserves are decreasing.

Snow is an important source of fresh water
for many people. As the snow melts, fresh water
becomes available for use, especially in areas like
Iran where there is not much rainfall during the
warmer months.

But as it gets warmer, it generally snows less
and snow begins to melt earlier in the year, mean-
ing snow may not be anymore a reliable source of
water supplies.
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Straight Truth

Amazing properties of Iranian endemic

medicinal plants

TEHRAN - Bioactive compounds of medicinal
herbs have possible health benefits with anti-
oxidative, anticarcinogenic, antihypertensive,
antimutagenic, and antimicrobial activities. Ira-
nian traditional medicine is rich in various herbs
which have been used to treat various diseases
and disorders since ancient times.

Recently researchers and food manufac-
turers have become increasingly interested
in plant extracts as natural sources of anti-
oxidants. The antioxidant and antimicrobial
properties of various extracts from medicinal
plants have been of great interest because of
their potential use as natural additives for the
prevention of oxidation, and controlling patho-
gens, and/or toxin-producing microorganisms
in foods.

Medicinal plants have been used as tradition-
al medicines all over the world for thousands of
years. A report by Gen8 showed that out of the
104 compounds that are used globally as drugs
over 37 years, 60 of them originated from Chi-
nese traditional medicinal plants.

This review introduces 8 endemic medicinal
plants of Iran that have antioxidant, antimicro-
bial, and therapeutic activities.

Anethum graveolens “Shevid”

Anethum graveolens L. (Dill), a member of the
Apiaceae family, is an herbal plant character-
ized by a single stem and a terminal or primary
umbellate flower. Dill has been used in various
foods such as cans, soups, sauces and also fla-
voring salads. It is traditionally used in Iran as
a treatment for some gastrointestinal ailments
such as flatulence, indigestion, stomachache,
and colic and has also an antispasmodic effect
on the smooth muscles of the gastrointestinal
tract.

Different experiments showed dill's excellent
antioxidant activity and the effects of dill ex-
tracts on the female reproductive system.

Coriandrum sativum “Geshniz”

Coriandrum sativum L. (Coriander) is a culi-
nary and medicinal plant from the Umbelliferae
family which is used as a flavoring agent in food
products, perfumes, and cosmetics. It is gener-
ally cultivated for its seeds. The seeds contain
essential oil and the linalool (monoterpenoid
compound), as the main components. Corian-
der is traditionally used in Iran to treat some
ailments including dyspeptic complaints, loss
of appetite, convulsion, insomnia, and anxiety.

Studies showed that Ethyl acetate extracts
of both seeds and leaves had the highest
amounts of phenolic compounds and the stron-
gest radical-scavenging activity. In addition,
leaf extracts were more effective antioxidants
than seeds. The results of the study indicated
that the compounds with medium polarity were
the most potential antioxidants.

Cuminum cyminum “Zireye sabz”

Cuminum cyminum is an annual herbaceous
plant, that belongs to the Apiaceae family. Each
fruit of this plant contains a green seed with ar-
omatic characteristics. It is used in Iranian folk
medicine since more than 200 years ago.41The
fruits have been extensively used as an Iranian
traditional medicine for the treatment of tooth-
ache, diarrhea, and epilepsy.

Dhandapani et al. evaluated the effect of C.
cyminum seed powder supplementation on the
plasma and tissue lipids in alloxan diabetic rats.
Results showed that oral administration of
cumin extract to diabetic rats significantly re-
duced blood glucose levels and increased levels
of plasma cholesterol, phospholipids, free fatty
acids, and triglycerides.

And other research has shown antioxidant
and antibacterial activities, bioactive com-
pounds, and health effects of some herbs of
Apiaceae family grown in Iran.

Cichorium intybus “Kasni”

Cichorium intybus (Chicory) belongs to the
Compositae family and is called “Kasni” in Iran.
It is used for the treatment of acne, inflamma-
tion of the throat, enlargement of the spleen,
diarrhea, and vomiting. Chicory has also been
used as an herbal medicine due to its tonic ef-
fects on the liver and digestive tract. Fresh
chicory consists of 68% inulin, 14% sucrose,
5% cellulose, 6% protein, 4% ash, and 3% oth-
er compounds, whereas dried chicory contains
about 98% inulin and 2% other compounds.

Experiments investigated the protective ef-
fects of C. intybus in short and long-term di-
abetes in albino rat models. Feeding with dried
powder of Chicory leaves lowered the blood

glucose level to near normal level (85-100mg/
dl). Other papers compared conventionally and
biodynamically-grown chicory for its polyphe-
nol content and antiradical activity. Results in-
dicated that total polyphenol content was high-
er in plants exposed to water stress.

Melissa officinalis “Badranjbooye”

Melissa officinalis L. is an Iranian medicinal
plant locally named Badranjbooye, Varang-
boo, and Faranjmoshk and grows in the north,
northwest, and western parts of the country.55
It is traditionally used as a treatment for head-
aches, flatulence, indigestion, colic, nausea,
nervousness, anemia, vertigo, syncope, malaise,
asthma, bronchitis, amenorrhea, cardiac failure,
arrhythmias, insomnia, epilepsy, depression,
psychosis, hysteria, ulcers, and wounds. The
leaves of M. officinalis L. are also utilized in Ira-
nian traditional medicine as digestive, carmina-
tive, antispasmodic, sedative, analgesic, tonic,
and diuretic as well as for functional gastroin-
testinal disorders.

Mentha piperita (Na’na)

Mentha piperita (Peppermint) belongs to the
Lamiaceae family and is probably originated in
Eastern Asia. This medicinal plant is particular-
ly beneficial in building the immune system and
fighting secondary infections. M. piperita is rich
in polyphenolic compounds and therefore has
strong antioxidant activity. Menthol is the most
abundant constituent of the essential oil which
has antibacterial effects.

Studies evaluated the antimicrobial activi-
ty and chemical composition of M. piperita oil
against food spoilage microorganisms.

Mentha pulegium “Pooneh”

Mentha pulegium L. commonly known as
pennyroyal is a medicinal plant of Labiatae
(Lamiaceae) family. The flowering aerial parts
of the plant have been conventionally used for
their antiseptic properties to treat cold, sinus-
itis, cholera, food poisoning, bronchitis, and
tuberculosis and are also used as antiflatulent,
carminative, expectorant, diuretic, antitussive
and menstruate.64 Kamkar et al,, investigated
the antioxidative activities of the essential oil,
methanol, and water extracts of Iranian penny-
royal in vegetable oil during storage.

The antioxidant activity of the essential oil
and extracts was evaluated and proved.

Urtica dioica “Gazaneh”

Urtica dioica L. (nettle) is an herbaceous
perennial flowering plant, that belongs to the
Urticaceae family. Herbal infusion of leaves is
used to treat diarrhea, vaginal discharge, and
internal/external bleeding.67 In addition leaves
have been shown to have hypotensive and an-
ti-inflammatory effects, diuretic and immuno-
modulatory activity, and to alleviate rheumatic
pain.

Steroids, terpenoids, phenylpropanoids, cou-
marins, polysaccharides, lectins; and seven fla-
vonol glycosides (kaempherol-3-0-glucoside
and -3-0-rutinoside; quercetin-3-Oglucoside
and -3-0-rutinoside, isorhamnetin-3-0-gluco-
side, -3-0-rutinoside and -3-Oneohesperido-
side) have been identified as major components
of root and flowers of U. dioica respectively.

The antioxidant activity of hydroalcoholic
solution extracts of U. dioica and M. neglecta
Wallr plants and their mixture were investigat-
ed. Hydroalcoholic extracts of both plants had
strong antioxidant activity, reducing power,
superoxide anion radical scavenging, hydrogen
peroxide scavenging, free radical scavenging,
and metal chelating activities in comparison
to natural and synthetic standard antioxidants
such as BHA, BHT, and tocopherol. The total an-
tioxidant activity of these two plants was nearly
the least while that of the mixture extract was
higher than estimated.

Iranian traditional medicine strongly focuses
on prioritizing health maintenance and disease
prevention over treatment.
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Liberality is better than kinship, and a liberal man is kinder than a
relative.

Imam Ali (AS)
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Abulgasem Ferdowsi: Life

Part 6 This being the case he could not, according to

Ruholamin unveils new painting
on Ashura

TEHRAN - Iranian artist
Hassan Ruholamin on Friday
unveiled a new artwork on
the Ashura event to mark the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein
(AS), the third Imam and the
grandson of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), along with his 72 loyal
companions.

The digital painting entitled
“The Bravery of Hussein”
portrays Imam Hussein (AS)’s
courageous battle with the army
of Yazid ibn Muawiya on the 10th
day of the month of Muharram
in the year 61 AH of the Islamic
calendar (680 CE).

According to a statement by
Ruholamin, the painting depicts
the remarkable battle of Imam
Hussein (AS) on the day of
Ashura amidst a sea of arrows,
spears, and swords and this
awe-inspiring display of courage
has since become an enduring
symbol of bravery.

Ruholamin, who is best
known for his paintings on early
Islamic historical events, has
created captivating collection of
artworks dedicated to the theme
of Ashura over the years.

One of the works of the
collection is “Daddy” depicting
the Imam in his final farewell

to his three-year-old daughter
Rogayyeh (SA).

The 110 X 130-centimeter
oil painting shows the Imam
embracing Rogayyeh before

going to the battlefield while his
horse, named “Zuljinah”, and the
enemy forces can be seen in the
background.

The collection also includes

“The Sky Fell Down”, “The
Farewell”, “After Abbas (AS)”, “Are
You My Brother?”, “Monastery
of the Monk” and “Beginning of
Silence”.

“The Sky Fell Down”, featuring
the last moments of the life of
Imam Hussein (AS), is a highlight
of the collection.

The painting depicts the Imam
on his horse, severely injured
by arrows, while the enemy is
waiting to bring down the Imam.

Ruholamin spent nine months
doing the painting, which
was unveiled at the Tehran
Museum of Contemporary Art in
November 2018.

“Monastery of the Monk” is
another artwork from his Ashura
collection.

The painting depicts the
meeting of a monk with Khawli
ibn Yazid al-Asbahi, a member
of Umar ibn Sad’s army, when
he was taking the head of
Imam Hussein (AS) to Yazid ibn
Muawiya, the second caliph of
the Umayyad dynasty, after the
Ashura event.

The artist has also blended
modern events and with stories
from Islamic history in some of
his works.

But when it comes to the domination of Iran
by her enemies, especially at the end of the
Shahnameh, he is violently opposed to both Arabs
and Turks.

Certainly, these attitudes were in the poet’s
sources, but he incorporated them into his work
with complete conviction. Generally, it seems as
though the ethical values of the poet’s sources
and of the poet himself reciprocally acted on one
another.

In this way, certain ethical values of
the Shahnameh, such as praise for effort,
condemnation of laziness, recommendation
of moderation, condemnation of greed, praise
for knowledge, encouragement of justice and
tolerance, kindness towards women and children,
patriotism, racial loyalty, the condemnation of
haste and the recommendation of deliberation
in one’s actions, praise for truthfulness and
condemnation of falsehood, the condemnation
of anger and jealousy, belief in the unstableness
of the world, which is everywhere evident
throughout the Shahnameh especially at the
ends of the stories, and so forth, are considered
also to be values held by the poet himself.

Other opinions of the poet are his belief in
the genuineness of the narratives in his sources
and his strong belief in the lasting values of his
own work, a subject referred to frequently in the
Shahnameh.

Finally, it seems as though he was a man
who was fond of pleasantries and witticisms.
The sum of such heartfelt, mature, and
eloquently expressed views and ethical precepts
regarding the world and mankind have led
to his being referred to, from an early period,
as hakim (philosopher), dana (sage), and
farzaneh (learned); that is, he was considered a
philosopher, though he was not attached to any
specific philosophical school nor possessed a
complete knowledge of the various philosophical
and scientific views of his time.

Ferdowsi and Sultan Mahmud

In various places in his work the poet devoted
in all some 250 lines—some of which are very
hyperbolic—to the praise of Mahmud, and the
name Mahmud and his patronymic Abulgasem are
mentioned almost thirty times; but that sincerity
which is apparent in the ten lines Ferdowsi wrote
in praise of Mansur in his introduction to the
Shahnameh is never visible in the lines on Mahmud,
though in many places he either directly or by
implication offers Mahmud moral advice.

The climactic point of these allusions
addressed to Mahmud must be considered to
occur at the end of the Shahnameh in the letter of
Rustam, the Sassanid general, to his brother on
the eve of the battle of Qadesiya.

In particular, the line in which it is prophesied
that a talentless slave will become king is like a
bridge that takes us from the hyperbolic praise
of Mahmud in the Shahnameh to the hyperbolic
contempt for him of the satire.

The poet’s hopes of a monetary reward from
Mahmud must be considered one reason for his
praise of Mahmud, but, as indicated above, there
is no sign anywhere in the Shahnameh that any
assistance from Mahmud ever reached the poet.

The praise of Mahmud must be considered an
entirely calculated gesture, forced on the poet by
his poverty. With Mahmud’s assumption of power
in Khorasan, the Shia Ferdowsi had, at the least,
until he had finished work on the Shahnameh, to
include him in the poem.

the usual custom in Persian narrative poems,
wait until the end of the poem and then write a
single panegyric to be used in the preface, but
was forced to compose separate passages of
praise, or to place them at the head of a story that
was then sent to Ghazna.

Other passages of praise may well have been
placed at the beginning of sections of the seven-
volume Shahnameh. But the closer he got to the
end of the Shahnameh, with there still being no
sign of Mahmud’s paying him any attention, the
more pointed his sarcastic allusions to Mahmud
became, until finally in the satire he took back
virtually all his praise.

In the satire the poet frequently speaks “of
this book” (az in nameh) and this led Noldeke
to conclude that the satire was composed as
a supplement to the Shahnameh and that the
poet’s intention was to take back his praise of
Mahmud with this satire, that is, the Shahnameh
was no longer dedicated to Mahmud, as the poet
himself states in the satire. Nezami Aruzi, also
makes the same statement.

Ferdowsi the poet and storyteller

The Shahnameh has not received its rightful
attention in works written in Persian on the art
of poetry, which works consider eloquence and
poetic style largely as a matter of particular
figures of speech.

So far there has been little serious work on
Ferdowsi’s poetic artistry, and our discussion of
this subject will not therefore go beyond general
principles.

In discussing Ferdowsi’s achievement one
must consider, on the one hand, the totality of
the Shahnameh as a whole and, on the other, his
artistry as a storyteller.

Throughout the entire Shahnameh, a balance
is masterfully maintained between words and
meaning, on the one hand, and passion and
thought, on the other.

Ferdowsi's poetic genius in creating a lofty,
dynamic epic language that is brief but to
the point and free from complexity greatly
contributes to the strength of his style.

The most important figures of speech in the
Shahnameh include: hyperbole, paronomasia,
repetition, comparisons (similes and metaphors),
representative images, proverbial expressions,
parables, and moral advice.

Hyperbole, which is the most important
principle of epic language, is present in order to
increase the reader’s emotional response.

Some kinds of paronomasia are used to create
a verbal rhythm, that is to increase linguistic
tension by acoustic means. The most commonly
used kinds of paronomasia include those that
involve a complete identity of two words (be
chang ar chang o may aghaz kon “Bring in your
hand [chang] a harp [chang] and set out the
wine”) and those that involve alliteration (shod
az rakhsh rakhshan o az shah shad “He became
radiant [rakhshan] because of Rakhsh [the name
of Rustam’s horse] and happy [shad] because
of the king [shah]”; kolah o kaman o kamand o
kamar “Cap and bow and lariat and belt”).

This effect is sometimes achieved by the
repetition of one word (bed-u goft narm ay
javanmard, narm! “He said to him: Gently o young
man, gently!”; makon shahriara javani, makon!
“Do not, o prince, do not act childishly!).

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued

‘In the Shadow of Cypress’ to vie at Venice
International Film Festival

IN THE

SHADOW

OF THE
_YPRESS

TEHRAN - The Iranian short animation ‘In
the Shadow of Cypress’ has been made into
the 80th Venice International Film Festival in
Italy.

Co-directed by Hossein Molayemi and
Shirin Sohani and produced by Institute for
the Intellectual Development of Children
and Young Adults, ‘In the Shadow of Cypress’
is slated to be screened at the Italian film
festival in its first international presence.

It will compete with some animations from
Spain, Qatar, Lebanon, the Czech Republic,
France, the UK, Belgium, Italy, The Philippines,
the US, Germany and China.

The 20-minute animation is the story of
an ex-captain suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder who lives with his daughter
in a modest house by the sea. They have to
face the challenges of a difficult life. One day,

something unexpected happens and their
lives change forever.

Iranian film ‘Harmonica’ by Amir Naderi
produced in 1974 will be also screened in the
Venice Classics program of the 80th Venice
International Film Festival.

The film is set on the sun-drenched
southern coast of Iran. It is about a young boy
who receives a musical present from abroad.
Fascinated and envious, his friends make him
to the leader of the pack, as they compete
for the privilege of holding the harmonica
or even blowing a few notes. No one is more
obsessed than Amiru, gentle and heavy-set,
who seems willing to do anything to get close
to the harmonica and its owner.

The latest edition of the Italian festival will
be held from August 30 to September 9.

Iranian poet, literary critic Shapour Jorkesh

TEHRAN -

Iranian literary
criticc, poet and translator
Shapour Jorkesh died at 73 in

due to a lung disease.

Born in 1951 in Fasa, Fars

passes away at 73

Nimaa'i”, which

His most famous work is a
book named “Butiga-ye She'r-e
reviews the

new style in Persian poetry.

Also, a book named “Love and
Death in Sadegh Hedayat'’s View”

Shiraz, south of Iran on Friday.

Jorkesh passed away after
being hospitalized for ten days

Province, he studied English
Language and Literature at
Shiraz University.

poems of the prominent Iranian
poet Nima Yooshij who is well
known for his She'r-e Now - a

is an eminent research work of
Jorkesh which was published
about three decades ago.

Iran’s ‘Left Handed’ goes to five international film festivals

TEHRAN - Iranian short film ‘Left Handed’
will take part in five international film
festivals in Italy, Indonesia, Turkey and South
Korea.

The short piece is scheduled to be screened
at Minikino Film Week - Bali International
Short Film Festivalin Indonesia, the TRT World
Citizen Humanitarian Film Festival in Turkey,
Cheongju International Short Film Festival
in South Korea, the Salento International
Film Festival and Fernando Di Leo Short Film
Festival in Italy.

‘Left Handed’ is directed by Nasrin
Mohammadpour and produced by Fariba
Arab in Chosen Image Company. It has been
filmed in Mashhad, northeast Iran, for seven
days.

“Maryam is thinking of a big decision and

intends to do something and prepare herself
forit, but ..” reads part of the story.

Like  other  films  directed by
Mohammadpour, ‘Left Handed’ is also
about women and society. The screenplay
of the work has already won two awards at
domestic festivals.

Yasman Nasiri, Roham Assadi, Soheil
Rezaei, Leila Dalir, Reza Mouszadeh Golestani,
Ali Javan, and Nasser Shojaeifar are among
the cast of the short piece.

‘Left Handed’ has been previously screened
in many international film festivals, including
Seoul International Women’s Film Festival,
Positively Different Short Film Festival in
Greece, Kaohsiung International Film Festival
in Taiwan and International Adana Golden
Boll Film Festival in Turkey.

“A Place with the Pigs” to go on stage in Tehran

TEHRAN - An Iranian troupe
plans to perform an adaptation
of South African playwright Athol
Fugard’s short play “A Place with
the Pigs” at Tehran’s Sahne-ye
Abi Theater on August 6.

Pedram Azmudeh will direct

the play, which is translated into
Persian by Hushang Hesami.

Based on an absurd but true
story, the play is about a Russian
soldier who deserted during
World War Il and spent ten years
hiding in his pigsty.

As the play begins, Pavel
Ivanovitch is preparing to rejoin
the world and throw himself on
the mercy of his countrymen, but
his wife has used his old uniform

for rags and he refuses to wear
the suit she has pressed.

Instead, she goes alone to the
ceremony to unveil a monument
to the war dead and returns
reporting that the townspeople
wept at the mention of him
and his martyr's death fighting
fascism.

Also, a local bigwig proposed
to her now that she is officially a
widow. What should she do? Will
Pavel Ivanovitch ever be able to
leave the pigsty, or is it his only
safe haven?

Shahin Pakzad and Sara Fat’hi
are the main members of the
cast for the play.
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