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Iranian FM Abdollahian and Japanese PM Kishida (right) pose for a photo in a meeting in Tokyo, Japan, on Monday, August 7, 2023.

President of the National Assembly of Vietnam Vuong Dinh

Hue Pays an offi

By Behnaz Hakimane
the Journalist

Accepting the invitation from the
Speaker of the Iranian Parliament of
the Islamic Republic of lran Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf, the President
of the National Assembly of Vietnam
Vuong Dinh Hue leads a high-level
delegation of the National Assembly
of Vietnam on an official visit to the
Islamic Republic of Iran from 8th to
10th August 2023.

Mr. Vuong Dinh Hue, born in 1957,
is a professor and a PhD in Econom-
ics. He has held important positions
within Vietnam’s political system,
such as Minister of Finance, Head
of the Communist Party of Viet-
nam Central Committee’s Economic
Commission, Deputy Prime Minister,
Secretary of the Hanoi Party Com-
mittee, and has been a member
of the Politburo of the Communist
Party of Vietnam since April 2016.
He was elected as the President of
the National Assembly of Vietnam
on March 31st, 2021.

Under the leadership of the
Communist Party and the National
Assembly, Vietnam is undergoing
significant changes and transfor-
mations. From being one of the
poorest countries in the world,
ravaged by war, the country has
emerged as a developing nation
with a scaled economy ranked
37th in the world, with a GDP of
409 billion USD in 2022. Vietnam
has gained international prestige
through two successful non-per-
manent membership terms in the
United Nations Security Council
(during 2008-2009 and 2020-
2021).

The National Assembly of Viet-
nam has actively participated in

-

and made significant contributions
to the activities of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union, supporting the
development of its member coun-
tries, contributing to the protec-
tion of justice and peace, and the
implementation of Vietnam’s policy
of multilateralization and diversi-
fication of foreign relations since
the Doi Moi (Renovation) period in-
itiated in 1986, led by the Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam. To date, the
National Assembly of Vietnam has
established relations with over 140
parliaments worldwide.

In its policy of openness and in-
ternational integration, Vietnam
has consistently recognized the
Middle East as an important region
with significant economic potential
and good political relations, includ-
ing the friendly relations between
Vietnam and Iran. The two coun-
tries officially established diplo-
matic relations on August 4, 1973,
following the signing of the historic
Paris Peace Accords. Vietnam was
one of the first countries to send
congratulations and recognize the
Islamic Republic of Iran on Febru-
ary 13,1979, just two days after the
successful Islamic Revolution. Iran

opened its Embassy in Hanoi in 1991,
and Vietnam opened its Embassy in
Tehran in 1997.

The parliamentary relationship
between Vietnam and Iran has been
emphasized and developed well in
recent years. Speaker Vuong Dinh
Hue and Speaker Mohammad Bagh-
er Ghalibaf have exchanged con-
gratulatory letters on the occasion
of national holidays and inaugu-
ration. The two sides regularly ex-
change high-level delegations, with
the most recent visit being made
by Deputy President of the Nation-
al Assembly Tran Quang Phuong to
Iran in December 2022.

In the field of politics, the two
countries have established a
joint-governmental economic com-
mission to exchange and coordi-
nate cooperation on various issues,
having held nine sessions. They
have also organized seven political
consultations at the deputy min-
isterial level, with the most recent
one taking place in March 2022.
Both sides frequently support each
other in international organizations
and forums, particularly at the
United Nations, to uphold multi-

cial Visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran

lateralism, build a multipolar world
order, respect the sovereignty and
legitimate interests of nations and
peoples, respect international law,
refrain from threatening or using
force in international disputes, and
ensure that no one is left behind.

In the economic field, the bilat-
eral trade turnover has reached
approximately 100 million USD per
year in recent years. Specifically,
Iran has strengths in the energy
sector, oil and oil-related products,
mining, machinery, and construc-
tion, while Vietnam has advantages
in exporting agricultural products,
textiles, footwear, and electronics.
Therefore, it is essential for the two
countries to continue cooperating
to explore their potentials.

The visit of Speaker Vuong Dinh
Hue to Iran holds significant impor-
tance as it coincides with the 50th
anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between
Vietnam and Iran (August 4, 1973
- August 4, 2023). It demonstrates
Vietnam's regard and desire to
strengthen relations with ran.

During the visit, Speaker Vuong
Dinh Hue will exchange greetings
with Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei,
pay courtesy call on President Ebra-
him Raisi, hold official talks with
his Iranian counterpart on various
important topics related to legis-
lation, economy, trade, science and
technology, people-to-people ex-
changes, and witness the signing of
important cooperation documents.
He will also witness the signing of
significant cooperation documents,
deliver a speech on Vietnam’s for-
eign policy at the Institute for Polit-
ical and International Studies (IPIS),
and participate in the Vietnam-Iran
Business Forum.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson stated on
Monday.

Speaking to reporters in a regular news
briefing, Foreign Ministry spokesman Nass-
er Kanaani emphasized that Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi had also discussed the matter
of the financial claims on the sidelines of the
October 2022 United Nations General As-
sembly session in New York.

He continued by pointing out that the Jap-
anese government has frequently stated
that it is willing to pay off its obligations and
that it is now making an effort to do so.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Ab-
dollahian landed in Tokyo, the capital of Ja-
pan, late on Sunday. He held talks with the
country’s leaders on global, regional, and
bilateral concerns on Monday.

During a news conference on Monday in
Japan, Amir Abdollahian stated that Iran
wants Japan to support measures to secure
security in the West Asia region by utilizing
the potential and capabilities of nations in
the region.

‘lran-BRICS meeting in presence of Russia’

The Foreign Ministry spokesman also said
that Amir Abdollahian took part in two meet-
ings of foreign ministers of BRICS and BRICS
Plus in South Africa in June during which the
participants held bilateral meetings.

The issue of Iran’s bid to join BRICS was dis-
cussed in South Africa, Kanaani said. » Page 2

Suspicious deaths of Russian oligarchs
Or company managers

By Hasan Shokoohi Nasab

TEHRAN- Since February 2,
2022, shortly before the crisis in
Ukraine began, there have been
a series of suspicious deaths
in Russia and other countries
around the world.

The common factor, tied to
these deaths, is that they are
all Russian and considered
among the best capitalists of
this country.

The unexplained cases have
continued to this day. Just re-
cently, another two Russians
have died, adding to a grow-
ing list comprising dozens of
others.

Anton  Cherepennikov, a
multimillionaire tech tycoon,
was found dead at a property
in Moscow on July 22, 2023.

reported as cardiac arrest.

Cherepennikov was among
the Russian elites who were put
in charge of monitoring internet
traffic and wiretapping phones
for surveillance purposes.

On February 25 2023,
Cherepennikov and his busi-
ness were added to the US.
sanctions against Russia?, as
part of Washington's ongoing
efforts to weaken the Russian
economy. Many of those that
have been added to the US.
sanctions list are close asso-
ciates of Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

Just 48 hours before Chere-
pennikov death, another Rus-
sian billionaire and govern-
ment official, Igor Kudryakov,
was discovered dead in his

As noted, these sudden fa-
talities began since the begin-
ning of the crisis in Ukraine,
where the conflict has dragged
on for more than one year and
five months.

Interestingly, the first sus-
picious deaths, which occurred
amid the Westem sanctions on
Russian gas exports ahead of
the European winter energy cri-
sis, were confined to the man-
agers of Russian gas firms.

Leonid Shulman, 60, served
as the head of the transport ser-
vice at Gazprom Invest, which
handles investment projects for
the energy giant Gazprom. His
body was found on January 29,
2022, in the bathroom of a cot-
tage in Viyborgsky district, north
of Saint Petersburg, local news

of holy Quran

the holy Quran in Denmark.

envoy over desecration

TEHRAN - The Danish ambassador to
Iran, Jesper Vahr, was summoned to the
Iranian Foreign Ministry on Monday morm-
ing over the repetition of the desecration of

The cause of death has been  Moscow residence. reported. » Page 5
Iran summons Danish

Iranian universities
gradually advance in
global rankings

“This moming, the Danish ambassador
in Tehran was summoned to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs by the Director General for
Western Europe Department of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs in protest against the
repetition of the desecration of the Holy
Quran,” Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman
for the Iranian Foreign Ministry, told Fars
News. “Iran’s strong objection to the con-
tinuation of this process was communicat-
ed to the Danish ambassador”

Kanaani added, “He has been asked to
immediately announce the protest to his
capital and convey Iran’s expectation of a
responsible and deterrent approach by the
Danish government” » Page 2

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN - Multiple organizations
annually rank universities around the
world based on different criteria.

A look at Iran’s universities in these
systems over the past decade shows that
these universities have had an upward
movement, standing above other Islamic
countries, evidently.

Achieving better ranks in different
ranking systems not only helps
universities increase their reputation but
also helps them attract better students
and faculty and as a result, improve the
quality of education. » Page 7
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Proving Iran’s authority with 86th flotilla

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In an analysis, Javan discussed the mission of
the 86th flotilla of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Navy. It wrote: This mission should be consid-
ered a special event in the history of Iran’s mil-
itary. The fact that the 86th fleet successfully
completed an 8-month voyage without sus-
taining any damage surprised not only Iran and
West Asia but the whole world. Also, in addition
to carrying out military missions, the 86th flo-
tilla was able to prosper in the field of defense
diplomacy and also strengthen its relations
with several countries throughout its journey.
One of the countries the 86th fleet docked in
was Brazil. The event happened on the 120th
anniversary of the beginning of Iran-Brazil ties.
According to Iran’s navy commander, this is
not an achievement to be underestimated. As
Shahram Irani said, Tehran was able to chal-
lenge Iranophobia through the naval mission.

Shargh: India and Iran are on verge of sign-
ing a long-term agreement

In a commentary, Shargh discussed the re-
lations between Iran and India and said: Iran’s
strategic position in the region and special geo-
graphical situation have prompted the neigh-
boring countries to use Iran’s soil as a transit
route. An example of this type of cooperation
is India’s engagement with Iran. In the mean-
time, Chabahar port can act as an essential and
strategic point in line with the North-South
transit corridor in a multiple transportation
network for goods and passengers between
Iran, India, Afghanistan, other regional coun-
tries, and Central Asia. Although in 2016, during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Tehran,
India, Iran, and Afghanistan signed a trilater-
al agreement to develop Chabahar as a trade
and transport corridor to link their economies,
the re-imposition of U.S. sanctions on Iran in
2018 and the fall of the official government of
Afghanistan in 2021 complicated and slowed
down development of Chabahar port. Howev-
er, now the negotiations to develop Chabahar
have sped up again. According to experts, if
Chabahar port is connected to the rail network,
the number of goods moving through it will in-
crease significantly.

Sobh-e-No: MKO is looking for a country
that can host its infirm forces

Sobh-e-No wrote in a note: It was just a year
ago that some Western governments were

chanting that the Islamic Republic will not see
the snow in winter of 2023. Although the claim
did not become a reality, this information was
provided to different countries by the MKO
terrorist group. The group tried to attract the
attention of Western politicians by lobbying
and paying significant sums of money, hoping
that one day they would be able to replace the
Islamic Republic. However, this wishful think-
ing did not turn into reality, and now the MKO
is looking for a country that can host its infirm
forces. The dire situation of the MKO in Albania
and France is only a tiny part of the reality of
the entire saboteur opposition front. During
the recent social unrest in Iran, we also wit-
nessed that sabotage groups and the opposi-
tion could not even unite, proving that they do
not have the ability to run the country. At the
moment, it seems that more difficult days are
waiting for the saboteurs and their uncertainty
will only increase with more complicated situ-
ations to come.

Iran: Washington trying to launch psycho-
logical war

The Iran newspaper says although the news
of sending marines from the United States to
the Persian Gulf has been rejected by Pentagon
officials, Washington is trying to create a psy-
chological war. Washington had tried to reduce
its military presence in the region before Iran
and Saudi Arabia reached a reconciliation deal.
Now with Iran seeking to strengthen ties with
more Arab countries, the U.S. decision to exit
West Asia has been affected. The U.S. thus has
decided to put on a show and tell the world that
it is instead increasing the number of its forces
and armaments in West Asia. Also, it is impos-
sible not to mention Iran’s maritime author-
ity in many fields, such as joint maneuvers in
open waters, creating a wide security umbrella
in the region, and possibly forming a regional
maritime coalition. A series of developments
can lead to an increase in the self-confidence
of the Arab countries of the region in the face
of non-regional actors’ activities and provide
the basis to form the foundations of intra-re-
gional cooperation without the intervention of
the U.S. and its Western partners; an event that
can bring about a serious and deep change in
the political geography of the region, so that
under its shadow, the influence of Western in-
terventionists will reach its lowest level.

IRGC chief says resistance front facing

‘media world war’

TEHRAN- The head of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC) has asserted that
Iran and the resistance front are engaged in a
global “media world war” with the West.

Speaking in a ceremony on Sunday honoring
Reporters Day, Major General Hossein Salami
said, “We are living in a grand cultural battle; a
war of perception. It is now the atmosphere of
amajor psychological operation worldwide.”

The top general added, “We are involved in
a media world war covering a vast territory
with global dimensions, one side of which are
companions of the Revolution, supporters of
resistance and those men and women in favor
of the independence of this land and other Is-
lamic countries”

Pointing to the Western distortion of facts
in the media, the IRGC chief said enemies in
the media war can portray torture, displace-
ment of nations and destruction of cities as
an integral part of the human rights they pro-
claim to defend.

Salami asserted that in the media war, sym-
pathy for the underprivileged is misrepre-
sented as support for terrorists.

“Through the power of the media, enemies
portray occupation of lands as liberation of
nations,” he continued.

The top IRGC commander cited an example
of the West's media manipulation strategies,
saying, “CNN often runs the wars, making the
ugly atmosphere seem like a dream with pic-
tures and words.”
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Salami also said sincere journalist are “cre-

ators and writers of facts,” noting opponents
in the media war seek to change values.

On August 4, Salami also warned of an en-
emy conspiracy to incite unrest in Iran on the
anniversary of the riots that erupted in Sep-
tember 2022 following the death of Mahsa
Amini. “The enemy intends to sow seditions
once again on the anniversary of the autumn
2022 incidents”

Talking to a conference of Basij officials in
Tehran, General Salami said the enemy suf-
fered a crushing defeat during last year’s
riots, describing them as the “most severe,
most dangerous, most serious, most un-
equal, and most massive global battle” waged
against the Islamic Republic.

However, he continued, the adversary will
be unable to act in the face of Iranians’ readi-
ness and alertness.

“The solution to it (hostile plot) is preven-
tion,” the top general pointed out.

From page 1 » The spokesman
continued, “The Danish ambassa-
dor informed the Director General
of Western Europe Department
about his government’s actions
to prevent this process. We will
pay attention to these efforts and
these efforts were brought to the
notice of the Iranian ambassador
to Denmark.”

He said, “For us, the criterion
is what we observe in the field of
action. We consider insulting the
Quran as a ridiculous Zionist proj-
ect. This fact does not reduce the
responsibility of the host govern-
ments where these crimes and in-
sults occur. These insults are car-
ried out with the permission of the
police of these countries and show
that the responsibility of the gov-
ernments of Denmark and Sweden

' Iran summons Danish e
desecration of holy

‘_/4

cannot be ignored.”

He averred, “Iran continues its
actions seriously.”

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian has re-
cently slammed the heinous
move of Quran desecration by

*

Sweden and Denmark as the
OIC held an emergency online
conference in late July at the
level of foreign ministers to de-
bate the recent incidents of the
Quran burning in the Scandina-
vian countries.

nvoy over
Quran

Iranian embassy says shocked
by Denmark’s apathy in face of
persistent Islamophobia

Also, Iran’s embassy in Copen-
hagen has vehemently denounced
the ongoing blasphemous crimes
committed against the holy Qu-
ran in Denmark, asserting it is
“shocked” by Copenhagen’s apathy.

After multiple instances of
the blasphemous act occurred in
Denmark with the government’s
indifference in recent weeks, the
diplomatic mission made the com-
ments in a statement on Sunday.

“The embassy is shocked by
the lack of action by the Danish
authorities to prevent the contin-
uous promotion of violence in the
form of hateful and xenophobic
speeches and insults to the Qu-
ran,” the statement noted.

What is the reason behind the West’s eagerness to incite riots in Iran?

By Ali Salehi

TEHRAN- Iran faced extraordinary unrest last
year, while positive developments occurred in the
surrounding region. Is this merely a coincidence? Eu-
ronews, a media outlet that aims to offer a European
viewpoint on global matters, recently released a re-
port on the unrest in Iran, timed to coincide with the
first anniversary of the riots in the country.

On July 28th, Nasrin Parvaz, who identifies her-
self as a human rights activist, published a report on
Euronews. The report is seen as a call to action from
Western nations. Her report was titled “The West
turned its gaze away from Iran, but the regime’s cru-
elties are far from over”” Specific points require fur-
ther attention in light of this report and others like it.
These points will be discussed below.

To address the Euronews writer’'s concern for
protesters in Iran, it may be helpful to consider
the experiences of those who have attempted to
stage protests in Paris in recent months which
were sparked over the death of Nahel Merzouk,
who was shot by police. It should be noted that the
French government responded to these protests
with a significant level of force from their armed
forces. However, it is essential to clarify that this
report is not intended to delve into the contradic-
tions of the behavior and the rhetoric of the West,
which claims to uphold human rights.

Broader perspective is needed to comprehend
the last year’s unrest truly

Viewing the events in Iran last year from a
different perspective is essential to fully com-
prehend them. These were not simply protests
or riots, but a manifestation of the West's larger
strategy to confront Iran through a full-scale hy-
brid war that employs all available means to weak-
en or overthrow the opposing government.

The hostile government may resort to direct war if
possible or money laundering for proxy wars if unable
to do so. It benefits from sanctions, threats, and eco-
nomic blockades but may also engage in diplomatic
efforts to gain an advantage and push back its rival.
In all these cases, hostile governments often utilize
propaganda tools to support their operations, thus
leading to an intense “soft war.” This is commonly re-
ferred to as hybrid war, and it was the approach used
by the West during the events in Iran last year.

The situation in Iran escalated into widespread vi-
olence with support from Western nations in finance,

politics, and media. While there have been some pre-
vious riots and violence in Iran, the violence in recent
riots was unprecedented, and the idea of “justified
violence” was spreading. The recent riots have tar-
geted religious sanctities and national symbols like
the flag, anthem, and territorial integrity. The West
officially supported these events under the pretext
of promoting democracy in Iran.

The West has often used the issue of Human
Rights as a tool to pressure Iran since the victory
of the Islamic Revolution. However, promoting Hu-
man Rights in Iran has never been a top priority for
the West. Despite advocating for democracy, the
West has maintained strong ties with Arab states in
the Persian Gulf. The primary concern for the West
seems to be maximizing their exploitation of South-
west Asia. When Iran’s policies align with this goal,
the West seems to care less about Human Rights or
the current government in power. However, since
Iran has resisted colonization by the West, the bene-
fits for the West in the region are limited, leading to
tensions between Iran and the West.

Why were the 2022 riots in Iran so intense?

Last year’s events in Iran can be attributed to a
deeper understanding of the global situation over
the next few years. International Relations experts
have long warned of imminent critical changes in the
world. The Russia-Ukraine war, seen as a preemptive
strike, is a significant indicator of the shift in the in-
ternational order. This shift was further solidified by
the changing attitudes of countries formerly aligned
with the US. towards the East and the evolving re-
lationships between Iran and Arab nations. It is a
struggle by non-western nations to gain a more fa-
vorable position globally.

The Global Financial Crisis (GFC) of 2008
changed the situation that emerged at the end
of the Cold War, which had established the United
States as the sole superpower in the world. Iran,
unfortunately, has struggled with weak gover-
nance in the past and missed out on opportu-
nities to establish itself as a leading force in the
world. For instance, Iran was occupied during
World War Il and had no say in determining the
global power structure that followed. However,
present times offer Iran a favorable chance to
emerge as a leading regional power.

In recent centuries, Western countries have
been striving to prevent the emergence of new
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The West turned its gaze away from Iran, but
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regional powers, such as China, India, Brazil, and
other peripheral countries. To this end, they are
currently engaged in a hybrid war with Iran, which
aims to destabilize the country’s political system.
If Iran’s internal violence weakens its political
powers, it may be unable to take effective action
on the international stage.

Why the West stopped backing the riots in Iran?

A report by Parvaz on Euronews noted that the
West has shifted its focus away from Iran. Howev-
er, it's important to clarify that this doesn’'t mean
the West doesn’t want the riots to stop. Instead,
the West's inability to offer support forced them to
step back. The “Woman, life, freedom” movement
failed due to a lack of public support, which caught
the West off guard and caused them to change
their approach.

What caused the West’s miscalculation?

The interdependent relationship between Iran's
opposition and the West has led to a false percep-
tion. The opposition receives political and financial
support from the West and serves as an information
source for them. This was evident during the recent
riots when MKO leaders were invited to European
parliaments to provide insight into the situation.
Masih Alinejad, Nazanin Boniadi, and Reza Pahla-
vi are often mocked in Iran for their lack of political
knowledge. However, they have gained traction in the
West as sources of information for Western officials.
As the protests in Iran have lost momentum, West-
e officials have realized that the overthrow of the
Islamic Republic is unlikely and have adjusted their
approach accordingly.

Although the West has changed its approach, it
does not necessarily signify the end of the hybrid war.
They continue to attempt to weaken Iran without
hesitation. While their tactics may vary, their overar-
ching strategy remains to prevent Iran from rising.

Tehran ready to aid in fostering security, stability in Europe

TEHRAN- Iran is prepared to sup-
port efforts to advance security and
stability in Europe, Iranian Deputy For-
eign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani has said.

During a meeting with Serbian
State Secretary Goran Aleksic on
Sunday in Tehran, Bagheri Kani stat-
ed that “collaboration” and “respect”
are the comerstones of Iran’s policy
toward Europe.

“Iran’s policy towards this strate-
gic region, the Balkans, is to cooper-
ate with regional countries with the
purpose of strengthening stability
and security,” he added.

The senior diplomat also stressed

the need to expand commerce with
Serbia and other Balkan nations.
Consolidating economic relation-
ships, he asserted, is essential for
long-term stability.

For his part, the Serbian official
said that his “constructive visit” to
Tehran can strengthen bilateral ties
in all areas.

Aleksic also praised Iran for stand-
ing up for the territorial integrity of
Serbia and asserted that more com-
merce between the two nations is un-
avoidably necessary.

Aleksic was leading a group on a
two-day official visit to Tehran. On

Saturday, he had a meeting with
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the Irani-
an Foreign Minister.

The present state of relations be-
tween Iran and Serbia was character-
ized as “progressive” and “friendly” by
Amir Abdollahian, who also empha-
sized that Tehran sees no barriers to
improving relations with Belgrade.

Friendly relationship with Serbia
should be strengthened in all areas
and that there are no restrictions
on how far Iran will go to strength-
en its ties with the Balkan nation in
areas of shared interest, the chief
diplomat remarked.

Aleksi, for his part, emphasized
the significance of cordial ties be-
tween Iran and Serbia.

The presidents of both nations are
very keen in expanding bilateral ties in
several fields, Aleksi continued.

Aleksi also expressed happiness
with the progress in commerce
between Tehran and Belgrade over
the previous year and asked for
cementing the two countries’ eco-
nomic ties.

Ebrahim Raisi, the President of Iran,
stated last month that the Islamic Re-
public supports stability and peace in
the Balkans.

Iran seeking to receive frozen assets in multiple nations: Foreign Ministry

From page 1 » During the same trip, Amir Abdol-
lahian announced that Tehran planned to convene a
conference to study collaboration between the Is-
lamic Republic and BRICS the currently consists of
the five economically emerging countries of Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South Africa.

‘Persian Gulf countries fully capable of guaran-
teeing their security’

On the US. decision to deploy new fighter jets
and destroyers in the Persian Gulf, Kanaani said,
“Our position is quite clear and, in our opinion, the
Persian Gulf countries are fully capable of guaran-

teeing their security and there is no need for the
presence of foreign forces in the region.”

He added the security of the Persian Gulf and the
Sea of Oman is one of Iran’s top concerns, emphasiz-
ing that regional security should be supplied by col-
laborative partnership among the Persian Gulf and
Sea of Oman’s coastline nations.

‘UKis supporter of terrorists in region’

In response to a question that Britain's Home
Secretary Suella Braverman has said the IRGC poses
threat to UK’s national security, the Foreign Minis-
try spokesman described the United Kingdom as a

backer of terrorists in the region.

The UK is unable to blame the IRGC because of
its track record in West Asia, which has resulted in
long-term instability in the region, as well as its
involvement in directly and indirectly supporting
terrorism, Kanaani said.

“The IRGC has provided significant services not
only to regional countries but also to European
states,” he added.

He went on to say that the IRGC is a branch of the
Islamic Republic’s official military in charge of pro-
tecting national interests and security.



Iran FM strongly rejects Japanese allegations of involvement in Ukraine war

Baseless Drone Allegatlons

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - During a press
conference in Tokyo on Monday,
visiting Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian rejected
allegations that Iran is providing
drones to Russia in its war with
Ukraine.

Amir Abdollahian called such
claims “completely wrong and
incorrect”. “We have provided no
parties with drones for use in
Ukraine,” the top diplomat asserted.

Amir Abdollahian also said that
Iran has gone great lengths to prove
the Ukrainian side it is not involved
in the war. According to the foreign
minister, Tehran and Kiev held
talks in the Persian Gulf country of
Oman to resolve their issues but
the Ukrainian side was unable to
offer any evidence on its anti-Iran
claims. “In a phone call with the
Ukrainian foreign minister, | said
| am certain you do not have the
alleged documents” added the chief
Iranian diplomat. He said Ukraine
did not show up for the next round
of talks in Warsaw, Poland.

Amir Abdollahian’s visit to Japan
is the first such visit by an Iranian
foreign minister since 2019. The
top diplomat discussed political,
economic and trade issues during
meetings with Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida, and the
country’s foreign minister as well as

Japan’s minister of health.

Amir Abdollahian was faced with
allegations of Iran’s involvement
in the Ukraine war a day after the
Japanese ambassador to Tehran
made similar claims. During an
interview, lkawa Kazutoshi urged
Iranian officials to “side with the
Ukrainian people”. This is while
Iran has repeatedly reaffirmed its
neutral position and called for a
political solution to the conflict.

Japan is reiterating baseless
claims of the Western governments
regarding a conflict it has nothing to
do with, while it has chosen to stay
silent about Washington'’s crippling
sanctions against Iran over the past
years. Not only that, Japan has been
abiding by the embargos and has
ceased almost all trade with the
Iranian side.

Japan is also acting on
Washington’s demands as it is
marking the 78th anniversary of
the US. nuclear bombardments of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August
6 and 9 that killed more than
200,000 people.

While Iran has used everything in
its power to debunk allegations of
drone provision to Russia for use in
the Ukraine war, the West continues
to level such allegations. Japan, a
country with an uneven relationship
with the US., parrots the same
dross. It behooves Japan to act more
independently when it comes to its
relations with Iran.

The Japanese ambassador to
Iran has gone so far as to assume
the role of an omniscient diplomat
educating Iranians on who is
threatening international security.

“Unfortunately, Russian behaviors
threaten global security. And Japan
strongly condemns the Russian
invasion of Ukraine” he claimed,
adding, “We stand by the Ukrainian
people. And as a friendly country, we
ask the Iranian authorities to stand
by the Ukrainian people.’

Aside from the grandiloquent
and bombastic tone, the Japanese
ambassador’s presumptuous
remarks are indicative of Tokyo's
inability to separate facts from
fiction at a time when Japan is not
in a position to claim the moral high
ground in terms of siding with the
oppressed. Japan blindly followed
the unilateral US. sanctions against
[ran when it wasn't supposed to do
so. The Japanese ambassador and
his superiors in Tokyo should be
reminded of the number of Iranian
patients who died and continue to die,
as a result of the cruel US. sanctions
with which Japan eagerly complied.

Instead of making officious
remarks,  Japanese officials,
including Aikawa Kazutoshi, need to
take a closer look at who's to blame
for the Ukraine war. Iran has said
time and again that it has nothing
to do with the war and even offered
its good offices to find a political
solution to the war. The West
rejected Iran’s efforts for political
reasons that are known to all. But
why Japan is keen to put its oar in
Kazutoshi may have the answer.

The double face of the MEK: between a moderate opposition
party and a terrorist organization

By Giulio Chinappi

TEHRAN - While presenting itself as a
moderate opposition force in the eyes of
Western public opinion, the MEK continues
to perpetrate terrorist actions in lran for
the overthrow of the Islamic Republic, as
evidenced by their own official website, where
the attacks are described as heroic acts.

Inoneofourpreviousarticles,wesummarized
the historyof the Mojahedin-e-Khalg, a
political organization whose declared aim is
the overthrow of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
known by the acronym of MEK or PMOI (from
the English People’s Mojahedin Organization of
Iran). As we underlined in that article, in 1997,
the United States included the MEK in the list
of terrorist organizations, due to their modus
operandi which actually closely resembled that
of a terrorist organization that uses attacks to
achieve its goals.

However, in 2012, the United States
decided to start using the organization for
its own purposes of destabilizing the Islamic
Republic of Iran and, taking advantage of the
military occupation of Iraqg, a country where
many MEK militants were located, entered
into tacit agreements with them.Justin
September 2012, Washington officially
eliminated the name of the MEK from the
list of terrorist organizations, with the same
leadership of the organization officially
acknowledging its past mistakes, declaring
that it would later act solely as a political
force in opposition to the Republic Islamic,
renouncing the path of attacks.

This operation has had highly positive
implications both for the United States and for
the MEK itself. The Washington government,
in fact, was able to support Mojahedin-e-
Khalg openly in an anti-lranian function,
without having to worry too much about
public opinion, indeed there are not a few
exponents of the most recent administrations
who have expressed their support in favour
of the MEK in public occasions. For its
part, the organization has cleaned up its
image internationally, presenting itself as a
legitimate force of moderate opposition to
the Iranian government.

The MEK has tried in every possible way to

attract the support of Western progressive
political groups, which do not look kindly on a
government like that of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, by relying on media propaganda that
exploits the pretext of human rights and the
condition of women to stir up anti-Iranian
sentiment in public opinion. For this reason,
the official political program of the MEK
presents points such as the establishment
of a democratic republic, religious freedom,
gender equality in every sphere of society, the
legalization of alcoholic beverages, freedom of
speech, association and expression, the right
to choose whether or not to wear hijab, all
arguments that can find general agreement
among Western public opinion. Furthermore,
the MEK is also proposing a close alliance
of Iran with Western countries and
the recognition of the State of Israel, which
according to many sources, would support
the organization militarily.

This facade of image-cleansing, however,
hides a much darker reality, one that sees the
MEK continue to carry out terrorist operations
in Iran, causing serious damage and casualties
both military and civilians in order to achieve
its political goals. This dark face of the MEK is
clearly kept silent in front of the Western public,
to the point that the official website of the
organization (news.mojahedin.org) does not
report news about the terrorist attacks, except
in its own version in the Persian language
.While in the foreign language versions the
MEK presents itself as an opposition political
party with a moderate outlook, in Persian all
this turns into an extremist raving.

In the Persian language version, the
term  “insurrection centres” (in  Persian:
Kanounhaye Shoureshi) frequently appears,
which are nothing more than terrorist
cells operating in Iran carrying out attacks
in public places. These operations, which
continuously affect the Iranian military and
civilian population, are described as acts of
heroism by MEK militants, but are then kept
silent in front of the Western public, which
certainly could not accept the support of their
governments towards a terrorist group who
brags about their bomb attacks.

For example, in July of this year the MEK

carried out23  terrorist  operations to
celebrate 35 years of what the organization
calls Operation Forough Javidan (or “Eternal
Light”), an attempted invasion of Iranian
Kurdistan in course of war events between
Iran and Irag. On that operation, the MEK was
defeated, suffering numerous losses, which
in the language of the organization are called
martyrs. As part of this wave of terrorist
attacks, the MEK boasts, for example, of
blowing up the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
barracks in Ravansar, the headquarters of
the national news agency IRNA in Qazvin and
numerous other public buildings across the
country, as well as setting fire to images of
Iranian revolutionary leaders.

Analysing the MEK website in Persian,
there are really numerous episodes of this
type that can be found in the year 2023 alone
(year 1402 of the Persian calendar). Terrorist
attacks are often organized on the occasion
of anniversaries considered important
in the history of the MEK, such as the
aforementioned Operation Forough Javidan,
or the establishment of the National Council
of Resistance of Iran, an organization and
political coalition founded on July 20, 1981
and strictly linked to the MEK. Also, on the
occasion of this anniversary, in fact, there
were terrorist attacks against the garrisons
of the Revolution Guards and other episodes
of violence throughout the country.

Browsing the official website of the MEK,
it can also be seen that these terrorist
attacks are not isolated episodes, asthere
are several of them every month, and they
affect every area of ??the country. The main
targets of these operations are headquarters
of the Revolution Guards and other armed
forces or of the Judiciary, and are described
in pompous tones in an attempt to glorify
the work of the terrorists, adormed with
the title of “heroes”, all accompanied by
celebratory videos disseminated through the
organization’s Telegram channel. An  image
therefore very different from the one that is
sold to Western public opinion, and of which we
want to spread awareness through this article,
so that don't fall into the trap of supporting a
terrorist organization like the MEK just yet.

Problems of Iran can be solved: Raisi

TEHRAN - Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi has said that Iran’s He
problems can be solved with hope

the Iranian presidency.

described  the
transformative  and

hopeful,
jihadist  and

is to serve the people, is definitely a
strategic error, stressing the need to
persistently and continuously pursue

and breaking the public privacy of
the society, and at the same time is
also against Sharia and the law and

and a revolutionary spirit.

Speaking in the meeting of the
Council of Ministers on Sunday
evening, President Raisi addressed
theofficials of various departments
of the government and stressed
that while avoiding getting caught
up in marginal matters, they should
focus all their attention and focus
on solving the country’s problems,
according to the official website of

revolutionary spirit of the officials to be
the solution to the country’s problems
and said, “The general approach of the
authorities’ work and action should
be aimed at solving the country’s
problems and they should not be
caught on the margins in this direction”.

Raisi stated that getting caught in
any margin that prevents the country’s
managers from the main context, which

the country’s issues and the people’s
demands until results are achieved.

President Raisialso describedthe
actions, services and achievements
of the government during the past
two years as worthy of explanation
and enlightenment for the public
opinion, and emphasizing the need
to preserve and protect the cultural
norms of the society, and said,
“Unveiling is breaking the norms

itis necessary to take action to fix it
by relying on the existing laws and
public participation”.

Recently, Iranian officials have
been underlining the importance of
generating hope in the country in
the wake of the unrest that gripped
Iran in September 2022. Observers
say that the enemies of the Islamic
Republic used the unrest to sow
despair among Iranians.
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Iran freestyle team win U17 Worlds

TEHRAN - After two successive non-podium finishes in Freestyle at U17 World Championships, Iran bounced
back in style and clinched the team title with 156 points, a decisive 30-point lead over second-place the US.

Impressive performances led Iran to claim a total of six medals, distributed as two golds, two silvers,
and two bronzes. Their non-medalist wrestlers too played a crucial role, with two wrestlers finishing fifth
(earning 10 points each) and two others finishing seventh (gathering 8 points each).

The US. also won six medals -- three golds and three bronzes -- and took second place with 126 points. Their
tally took a hit as the team failed to score any points in three weight categories (51kg, 60kg, and 110kg).

Japan took third at 106 points with two gold medals and one silver. Five other wrestlers added
36 points to help Japan finish on the podium.

Sina Khalili defeated Russian wrestler Magomed Alibakharchiev 10-0 to win the 65kg gold.

Ahora Khateri also defeated Ignacio Villasenor from the U.S. 5-2 in the 45kg category to win
Iran’s second gold.

Iran’s Sajad Pirdayeh lost to Japanese Akita Maehara 4-1in the 60kg final.
Abolfazl Hosseini also lost to American wrestler Ladarion Lockett 4-1in the 71kg gold medal match.

In the 92kg, Toohid Nouri beat Genki Hoki of Japan 12-2 to win a bronze and Sam Reza Sayar also
defeated Turkmenistan’'s Azymberdi Ashyrgulyyev 10-0 in the 48kg bronze medal match.

Iran U16 volleyball coach Sadeghiani content
with Asian title

TEHRAN - Iran men’s U16 volleyball team head coach Arash Sadeghiani stated that his team have
done a great job in the 2023 Asian Men’s U16 Volleyball Championship.

The Iranian team won the title with seven wins in a row in the competition held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan last Sunday, defeating the hosts 3-1in the final match.

“We didn't anticipate most of the teams to send a strong team to the tournament since it was the first
edition of the competition in the U16 age-group in Asia,” said Sadeghiani in his interview with Tehran Times.

“The traditional rivals, Japan and China, were strong as usual, but other teams such as Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, and Chinese Taipei also proved that how strong they are.

“Our matches were all tough and challenging, with the exception of Saudi Arabia. Japan and Chinese
Taipei were particularly difficult, but we were able to win despite being two sets down,” he added.

Before the final match, the young Persians had defeated China, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan and Chinese Taipei.

“The large number of friendly games we played before the tournament had a positive impact on our
preparation and players’ experience,” said the 39-year-old head coach.

The competition’s top three teams - Iran, Uzbekistan, and Chinese Taipei - have all earned a place in the
first-ever FIVB Volleyball Boys' U17 World Championship next year.

“We aim to get the national team ready for the World Championship tournament by keeping the current team
prepared, and also by organizing warm-up matches and tournaments to gain experience.

“l want to express my gratitude to the Iran volleyball federation, the national team members, and
technical staff for their help in achieving this goal. It was a team effort, and we couldn’t have done it
without them,” concluded Sadeghiani.

Iran to play Hong Kong at 2023 Asian
Volleyball C’ship opener

TEHRAN - Iran national team will meet Hong Kong at the 2023 Asian Men’s Volleyball Championship
opening match.

Team Melli will play Hong Kong on Aug. 20 in Pool A and face Iraq a day later.

The 2023 Asian Men'’s Volleyball Championship Team Melli will take place in Orumiyeh, Iran from
August 19 to 26.

Groups:

Group A: Iran, Hong Kong, Iraq

Group B: Japan, Uzbekistan, Thailand
Group C: China, Kazakhstan, Indonesia
Group D: Chinese Taipei, Bahrain, Mongolia
Group F: Qatar, India, Afghanistan

Group F: Pakistan, South Korea, Bangladesh

Sint-Truiden sign Iranian-American Zahiroleslam

TEHRAN - Kahveh Zahiroleslam trained with STVV on trial and made a good impression on the
technical staff resulting in a contract.

The 21-year-old attacker comes over to the Belgian Pro League from American University team,
the Yale Bulldogs. The tall attacker (1.93 m) was appreciated by trainer Thorsten Fink. He liked to
see the eager-to-work striker join the squad.

In the American College League, he scored 13 goals and provided 4 assists in 28 games.

“Zahiroleslam is an interesting opportunity to strengthen the core,” said technical director Andre
Pinto. “With his imposing stature and header strength, he adds another dimension to our attack”

“lam very happy to have the opportunity to join a tradition club such as STVV. Especially this season, in which
we celebrate our 100th anniversary. This is a great way to start my professional career in Europe.”

Iran fall short against Chinese Taipei-A at
2023 William Jones Cup

TEHRAN - Iran’s women'’s basketball team lost to Chinese Taipei-A 77-58 in the 2023 William
Jones Cup for Women on Monday.

Iran, who had lost to South Korea 87-44 and the Philippines 64-60 in their first two matches,
will play Chinese Taipei-B on Tuesday.

Iran have participated at the William Jones Cup as part of preparation for the 2023 FIBA Women'’s Asia Cup
Division B, where Team Melli are drawn in Pool A along with Malaysia, Mongolia and Indonesia.

Pool B consists of Kazakhstan, Sri Lanka, Jordan and Thailand.
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Investment-making growth doubled in free
trade, special economic zones

TEHRAN- As announced by Secretary of
Iran’s Free Zones High Council Hojatollah
Abdolmaleki, the growth of investment-making
has doubled in the country’s free trade and
special economic zones during the current
government’s incumbency.

The official said that the implementation of
development projects has also doubled.

Inaninterview conducted by the Tehran Times
in mid-June, Abdolmaleki said: “In the past, the
amount of foreign investment made in the
zones was very limited and the reason was that
the investment opportunities and capacities
in these areas were not well introduced. This
year, we started a program that, thank God,
is working very well, and that is preparing
investment packages and introducing them to
domestic and foreign investors”

These packages are in fact a preliminary
feasibility study plan that shows the
profitability of that plan, the amount of capital
required, the required raw materials, technical
and technological issues, consumer and
market, which is actually the feasibility studies
of that project and it shows whether the project
is profitable or not, he added

“This is the first part of our investment
package, and the second part of our investment
package is the necessary permits to carry out
the work, including the land supply permit,
water, electricity, and other infrastructure
permits, and the construction permit that we
have prepared”, the official explained.

Therefore, a package has been prepared that
contains both the economic studies plan and
the permits, and this package is anonymous,
that is, the entire investment process is ready
for an unknown person, and the interested
person comes and announces, and if he is
qualified, he will receive a license. The name will
be given to him immediately and the work can
be started from tomorrow. And this is the first
time that such work is done in free and special
zones, he added.

“In the first phase, last month, we unveiled
370 investment packages worth almost five
billion euros and presented them at Iran Expo.
And in the four days of the exhibition, about
one-fifth of these projects, worth nearly one
billion euros, reached an initial memorandum
of understanding with domestic and foreign
investors” the official announced.

“We regularly produce these packages,
which are registered online on the secretariat’s
website. According to the latest statistics, 528
investment packages worth almost 5.5 billion
euros have been registered”, he noted.

Profitability
is very high in
Iran’s free trade
and special
economic zones.

“We gave the title of “Safe haven for
Investment” to Iran’s free trade and special
economic zones because, first of all, the cost of
production in these areas is very low, the cost of
land, the cost of manpower, the cost of energy
and the cost of access to raw materials are very
low, and there is appropriate infrastructure in
these areas, and they mostly have good access
to global markets, in addition to domestic
markets. And in these areas, very special
discounts and exemptions are offered as well”,
the secretary of Iran’s Free Zones High Council
further highlighted.

“Profitability in these areas is very high and
our goal with these packages is to make the
work of the investor easy”, he underlined.

Iran, Sri Lanka stress enhancing banking,

trade ties

TEHRAN - In a meeting between Governor
of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) Mohammad-
Reza Farzin and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Sri Lanka Ali Sabry in Tehran on Sunday, the two
sides stressed the need for the development of
monetary and banking relations between the two
countries as a prerequisite for the expansion of
bilateral economic ties.

In the meeting, Farzin referred to the important
role of the Asian Clearing Union (ACU) in the
development of trade relations between the two
countries, saying: “The ACU is a very suitable
platform for the development of trade and
monetary relations between the two countries
and this platform can also be used to settle
payments.”’

The CBI governor proposed the formation of a
specialized banking and monetary working group
between the central banks of the two countries,
noting that, “The formation of this working group
can play an important role in speeding up and
facilitating banking cooperation. Meanwhile, it
can also be used to develop monetary and banking
relations as well as cooperation and economic
exchanges.

Farzin announced CBI's approval of the
agreements made between Sri Lanka and other
economic institutions in Iran, adding that the
central banks of the two countries should guide
monetary platforms and exchange processes in
order to develop economic relations.

He pointed out that Iran has been able to
establish stable trade relations with its business
partners despite the US. sanctions without
causing any problems for the other parties.

“Iran is now fully prepared to cooperate with
Sri Lanka in order to expand monetary and trade
relations within the ACU framework,” the official
asserted.

Sabry, for his part, pointed to the long-standing
and continuous relations between the two
countries and announced his country’s readiness
to increase the level of trade with Iran.

“The establishment of a bilateral banking
committee between Iran and Sri Lanka to follow
up on relevant issues and facilitate commercial
affairs will definitely lead to the development of
bilateral cooperation,” he said.

The Sri Lankan official went on to say that the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka is following up on the
measures within the ACU framework.

He also appreciated Iran’s support to Sri Lanka
in the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

The ACU was established in 1974 as a payment
arrangement through which participants settle
payments for intra-regional transactions
among the participating central banks on a net
multilateral basis, according to ACU’s official
website.

ACU currently has nine members including
India, Iran, and Pakistan.

TEDPIX rises 11,000 points on Monday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 11,103 points to 2.051
million on Monday.

As reported, over 9.39 billion securities worth
59.923 trillion rials (about $142.6 million) were
traded at the TSE

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one. The other three ones
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Tehran, Damascus open new chapter
in political, economic relations

By Ebrahim Fallahi

TEHRAN - Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi's visit to Syria in
May marked a new turning point
in the two countries’ ever-growing
relations as it was the first visit by
an Iranian president to Damascus
since the start of the foreign-backed
violence in Syria.

Although Iran has always been a
strong ally of Syria, this landmark
visit has opened a new chapter in
the political and economic relations
between the two countries.

The two allies are now more
determined to take significant
measures for further strengthening
of bilateral relations, especially in
the economic sector.

During President Raisi’s visit to
Damascus, Iran, and Syria signed
numerous agreements in various
areas including banking cooperation,
the establishment of an insurance
company, tourism, transportation,
and free trade.

Less than two months after this
visit, a high-ranking delegation led
by the Syria’s Foreign Minister Faisal
al-Mekdad visited Iran to follow up
on the agreements reached during
the Iranian president’s visit to their
country.

Syria’s Economy and Foreign Trade
Minister Mohammad Samer al-Khalil
and the country’s Communications
and Technology Minister lyad
Mohammad al-Khatib were among
the officials who accompanied al-
Mekdad on his visit to Tehran.

During their stay the Syrian officials
met and held talks with top Iranian
officials and ministers to explore ways
of expanding ties and implementing
the agreements and memorandums
reached between the two countries.

Following up on
agreements

Upon arrival to the capital Tehran
on July 31st, Samer al-Khalil, who
is the Syrian head of the Iran-Syria
Joint  Economic Committee, met
with his co-chair official, Iranian
Transport and Urban Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash to
exchange views on accelerating the
implementation of the mentioned
agreements.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the meeting, al-Khalil said the
agreements reached during the visit
of the Iranian President to Syria are
in line with the interests of the two
countries.

“[The goal of] Today’s meeting is
to follow up on the agreements and

previous

approvals that were made during
the visit of the President of Iran to
Syria on May 5" he stressed.

The Syrian minister noted that
several constructive meetings have
been held with Iranian officials
regarding economic cooperation
between the two countries and many
topics have been discussed in all the
potential fields of cooperation.

Bazrpash for his part mentioned
the agreements signed during
President Raisi'svisitto Syria, saying:
“16 cooperation documents were
signed between the two countries
during the visit, and one of our main
duties in the [two countries’ Joint
Economic] committee is to follow
up on the implementation of these
documents.’

Enhancing banking, monetary
ties

Later on August 4, Governor
of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Mohammadreza Farzin met with
lyad Mohammad al-Khatib and
Samer al-Khalil to discuss ways of
expanding monetary and banking
ties.

Speaking at this meeting, Farzin
said: “Monetary and banking
cooperation between Iran and
Syria is followed seriously and will
increase in the short term.”

Underlining  the need for
developing banking and commercial
cooperation between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Syria, the
CBlI governor said: “Increasing
monetary, banking, commercial
and joint investment relations and
cooperation is on the serious agenda
of Tehran and Damascus.”

He further referred to the
development of Iran's electronic

banking and monetary network
and the CBI's readiness for joint
cooperation in this field with Syria,
stating: “One of Iran’s important
strategies in developing commercial
cooperation ~ with  neighboring
countries is replacing the dollar with
national currencies in monetary
and banking relations in order
to increase the volume of trade
transactions.”

Establishing a joint free trade
zone in Syria

During the visit of the Syrian
delegation to Tehran, the two sides
also discussed establishing a joint
free zone in Syria.

In a meeting with Hojatollah
Abdolmaleki, the secretary of
Iran’s Free Zones High Council, on
Wednesday, the Syrian economy
minister proposed establishing a
joint free trade zone in the country’s
Latakia port city.

“Certainly, one of Syria’s priorities
in commercial and economic
cooperation with Iran is to create a
joint free zone,” Mohammad Samer
al-Khalil said.

“Several meetings have been
held to determine the best place
for establishing a joint free trade
zone with Iran and three areas of
Latakia port, Abu Kamal, and Hassia
have been proposed as areas for the
establishment of the joint free zone”,
he added.

Expanding
cooperation

Samer al-Khalil also met with
Iranian  Agriculture  Minister
Mohammad-Ali Nikbakht on Sunday
to discuss ways of boosting the level
of cooperation in the agricultural
sector.

agricultural

i

During this meeting, the Iranian
side said the country is ready
to provide Syria with modern
agricultural ~ knowledge  and
technologies.

Nikbakht emphasized the need
to develop economic cooperation
between the two countries and said:
“Considering our experiences and
technical-engineering  knowledge
in various agricultural sectors,
we are ready to cooperate with
Syria in a variety of areas including

horticulture, fisheries, and
processing industries.”
“Having more than 2,000

researchers and academic staff in
the Agricultural Research Education
and Extension Organization, Iran
can exchange knowledge and
technology with Syria in this field,’
he said.

The official invited Syria’'s
agriculture minister, experts, and
researchers to visit Iran in order
to get familiar with the country’s
agricultural ~ technology  and
knowledge development.

Samer al-Khalil for his part
emphasized the need to develop
cooperation between the two
countries and said: “In the past,
we have benefited from Iran’s
experiences in the field of livestock.”

Pointing out that Syria is an
importer of many Iranian products
in various fields, he added: “We
are interested in using Iran’s
experiences in various agricultural
fields, including animal husbandry
and fisheries, and we can mutually
benefit by using the agricultural
calendars of the two countries to
strengthen our commercial and
economic relations.”

33,000 ha of land added to cities to implement National

Housing Movement projects

TEHRAN- As announced by the head of the
National Land and Housing Organization, 33,000
hectares of land have been already added to the
cities for the implementation of the National
Housing Movement projects.

Arsalan Maleki said that 1.6 million residential
units can be constructed in these 33,000 hectares.

In some cities, more land has been provided than

the number of applicants and the conditions for
registering new applicants are available; But in the

provinces of Fars, Kordestan and Khorasan Razavi,
there is a deficit in the supply of land compared to
the number of applicants, the official stated.

BackinJune, Transportand Urbana Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash announced that 1.25
million units of the National Housing Movement
plan are under construction in the country.

The minister also said that 3,000 hectares of
land have been allocated to this plan so far.

After National Housing Action Plan (started

in 2018), National Housing Movement is the
government’s second major program to provide
affordable housing units for the low-income classes.

The operation for the construction of 209,212
residential units of the National Housing
Movement began in February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned operation
and also to launch some development projects in the
housing sector was attended by former Transport
and Urban Development Minister Rostam Qasemi.

Export from Isfahan province up 49% in 4 months on year

TEHRAN- The value of non-
oil export from Isfahan province
increased by 49 percent during the
first four months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-July
22), as compared to the same period
of time in the past year, the director-
general of the customs department
of the province announced.

Rasoul Kouhestani-Pajouh  said
that 757,000 tons of products worth
$62712 million were exported from the
province in the mentioned four-month
period, indicating 20 percent growth
in terms of weight year on year.

He named cast iron,
petrochemicals, dairy products,
hand-woven and machine-woven

carpets, and iron products as the
main exported items, and Iraq,
Pakistan, Turkey, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), and Afghanistan as
the major export destinations of the
province’s products.

According to the data released by
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), the value of
Iran’s non-oil trade reached $35.445
billion in the first four months of the
current Iranian calendar year.

Based on the mentioned data,
Iran exported 45.758 million tons of
non-oil commodities worth $15.906
billion in the mentioned four months,
IRIB reported.

The  exports of  non-oil
commodities in the mentioned four
months increased by 28.56 percent
in terms of weight.

Meanwhile, some 11.842 million

tons of goods valued at $19.539
billion were imported into the
country in the said period, indicating
a 10.82-percent rise in terms of
value compared to the last year’s
same time span.

The average value of each ton
of exported goods in the first four
months of the current year was $348
and the average value of each ton of
imported goods was $1,650.

Iran’s top export destination during
this period was China with $4.644
billion worth of imports from the Islamic
Republic, followed by Iraq with $2.927
billion, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
with over $2.0 billion, Turkey with $1778
billion, and India with $624 million.

Liquefied natural gas, liquid
propane, liquid butane, bitumen, and
methanol were the top five exported
items in the said four months.



Suspicious deaths of Russian . | INTERNATIONAL
oligarchso

From page 1 » On February 25,
2022, about three weeks after the
start of the war, the body of 61-year-
old Alexander Tyulakov, an executive
and deputy manager for Gazprom,
was found dead in the garage of
his luxury Saint Petersburg home.
Reports described the death as an
apparent suicide.

On April 19, 2022, Sergei
Protosenya, a 55-year-old former top
manager of Russia’s largest liquefied
natural gas producer Novatek, was
found dead along with his wife and
daughter at a villa in Spain.

The value of Protosenya’s assets
was estimated to be $440 million.

In addition, the body of Vladislav
Avayev, a former Kremlin official and
ex-vice president at Gazprombank,
was found dead in a Moscow
apartment along with the bodies of his
wife and daughter on April 18, 2022.
Reports say it was suspected that
the well-known banker shot dead his
pregnant wife and their 13-year-old
daughter before committing suicide.

Energy director Yuri Voronov was
found floating in a in a swimming
poolata complex on the outskirts of
St. Petersburg in July with a gunshot
wound to the head. Investigators
could not determine whether it
was suicide or assassination. His
wife has been cited as saying she
believes he was the victim of fraud
by his assistants.

Dan Rapoport, an oligarch born in
Latvia, died on August 14, 2022, after
falling out of his high-rise apartment
in Washington DC last year, one
kilometer from the White House.

At the same time, Ravil Maganov,
the head of a Russian oil company,
died on September 1, 2022, after
falling from the 6th floor of a
building in Moscow.

Later,a prominent graphic designer
would fall to his death from a balcony.

Meanwhile, at a similar time in
France, Russian billionaire and real
estate tycoon, Dmitry Zelenov, fell
down a flight of stairs. He passed
away at a hospital in Nice.

The body of Mikhail Watford, the
Russian oil tycoon who made all his
fortune from oil and gas, was found
hanging inside the garage of his
house in England.

Russian oligarch and the general
director of a ski resort owned by
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Gazprom, Andrei Krukovsky, fell off a
cliff to his death last May.

The Director of Aviation of
the Russian Far East and Arctic
Development Corporation (KRDV),
Ivan Pechorin, died after falling out
of a motorboat in the Sea of Japan
last September. He was tasked by
Putin to improve energy and mineral
resources in eastern Russia to counter
international sanctions. The 39-year-
old businessman’s body washed up on
shore two days later.

The former Head of the Moscow
Aviation Institute, Anatoly
Gerashchenko, 72, died last
September after reportedly falling
down the stairs inside the institute.
He spent 45 years of his life working
at the institute.

Vasily Melnikov, 43, along with his
wife and two sons, were all reportedly
stabbed to death last March in an
apparent suicide. He was the owner
of the medical equipment supplier
company MedStom, and police found
him dead in his home in Nizhny
Novgorod, western Russia.

Russian billionaire and Lukoil board
member Alexander Subbotin died
after reportedly being treated with
toad venom through an incision made
on his skin, which led to a heart attack.

Ravil Maganov, CEO of the Russian
oil company Lukoil, (the second
largest energy company in Russia
after Gazprom), who was also the
vice president of this independent
oil giant, fell from a hospital window
in Moscow.

Sputnik vaccine researcher and
creator Andrey Botikov is found
strangled to death. He was found
dead at his home in Moscow and
reportedly suffocated with a belt in
his apartment. In 2021, Putin praised

Botikov by awarding him with the
medal of patriotism for his efforts in
developing a coronavirus vaccine.

There are three scenarios to be
examined: Internal cleansing, suicide
oraforeign conspiracy?

In the past year and a half, when
Russian  oligarchs, businessmen,
bureaucrats, etc.. diedduetoincidents,
including falling from windows, falling
down stairs, poisoning, heart attacks,
and suicide. The question that arises
and raises more than one eyebrow is
who was behind these painful events?

Did they die a natural death? Were
they victims of some policies by
Moscow or the West?

Questions that will be examined in
the following three scenarios:

Feasibility of natural death and
suicide

As the crisis between Russia,
Ukraine, and the West escalates,
Russian oligarchs find themselves
at the center of an international
conflict.

After the beginning of the Ukraine
crisis, the West intensified the
sanctions on Russian banks, and
many Russians whom the Western
media called close allies of Putin.

It is estimated that the richest
people in Russia have lost more
than $38 billion in 2022 because of
Western sanctions against Russia
in retaliation for Moscow's “special
military operation” in Ukraine, a
matter that can be a reason for
depression, natural death or suicide.

Also, in this scenario, it can be
argued that at least some of these
deaths are natural or accidental, given
Russia’s very low life expectancy and
high rate of alcoholism. The suicide
rate among Russian men is believed

rcompany managers

to be among the highest in the world.

The author and  military
strategist Edward Luttwak points
to a widespread disillusionment
among the privileged elites that
are dependent on the Russian
government and says: “Imagine what
happens to a globalized country when
sanctions kick in, some of them will
commit suicide”

But the significant number of
these untimely deaths requires the
examination of two other scenarios.

Putin cleaning the inner ring

Some believe that President Putin
would not hesitate to kill anyone who
gets in his way or is no longer useful
to him. Thereby, some believe that he
is clearing his inner circle.

In addition, sometimes the main
purpose of terror is to send a message
to others; a message that if you are
not loyal anymore, we will kill you and
your family. Sometimes, the goal is to
eliminate a troublesome person.

From the point of view of the
supporters of this argument, the
Russian government acts like an
octopus that identifies and destroys
all opponents around the world with
its powerful arms and sophisticated
intelligence.

Terror campaign by the West
aimed at weakening Russia

Supporters of this scenario believe
that most of the people who died
suspiciously during this period
are Putin’s relatives, even Anton
Cherepennikov, who suffered a
cardiac arrest in recent days. He was
one of the key figures in Putin’s spying
operation for cleansing, and his name
was on the U.S. sanctions list.

So why should he be killed by
Putin?!

In this scenario, the West has seen
a solution to eliminate the capitalists
and oligarchs of this country in order
to make the anti-Russia sanctions
more effective; those who can help
the Kremlin soften the sanctions.

In addition to the project of
disempowering Russia to bypass
the sanctions, the suspicious death
of powerful and influential Russian
oligarchs can create a platform
for division and dissension within
Russian territory.

This comes at the time of continued
and escalating crisis in Ukraine.

Niger closes
airspace as ECOWAS
deadline for coup
reversal expires

Niger's coup leaders have closed the
country’s airspace after rejecting an
ultimatum from West African states to
reinstate deposed President Mohamed
Bazoum or risk military intervention.

The move, announced late on Sunday, came
as tens of thousands of coup supporters
gathered at a stadium in Niger's capital,
Niamey, to cheer on the generals who seized
power — or the National Council for the
Safeguard of the Homeland (CNSP).

Amadou Abdramane, a spokesman for the
CNSP, cited the threat of military intervention
from the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) for the airspace
closure.

In a statement read out on national
television, Abdramane said there had
been a pre-deployment of forces in two
Central African countries in preparation for
intervention, but did not give details.

“In the face of the threat of intervention,
which is becoming clearer through the
preparation of neighbouring countries,
Niger’s airspace is closed from this day on
Sunday ... for all aircraft until further notice,”
he said.

“Niger’s armed forces and all our defence
and security forces, backed by the unfailing
support of our people, are ready to defend the
integrity of our territory,” he added.

Imran Khan’s ‘life
under threat’ in
jail, says Pakistan
ex-PM’s party
Jailed former Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan's party says it is concerned about

his safety and security in prison, where “his
life is under threat”.

- WORLD HEADLINES -
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Khan, 70, was arrested and sent to jail
for three years following his conviction
in a corruption case by a court in capital
Islamabad on Saturday.

Shah Mehmood Qureshi, vice chairman of
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party,
told Al Jazeera the former prime minister is
not being allowed to meet his lawyers for the
last two days.

He said the party leadership is “extremely
concerned” about Khan’s wellbeing.

“Our priority is Khan's safety and security.
We have reasons to believe his life is under
threat and | urge the country’s higher courts
to take notice and we do hope that justice
will prevail,” Qureshi, also a former foreign
minister of Pakistan, told Al Jazeera.

China says Jeddah
talks on Ukraine
helped to ‘consolidate
international
consensus’

China’s foreign ministry said on Monday
that international talks in Saudi Arabia at the
weekend on finding a peaceful resolution to
the Ukraine crisis had helped “to consolidate
international consensus”.

More than 40 countries, including China,
India, the United States, and European
countries, but not Russia, took part in the
Jeddah talks that ended on Sunday.

China sent its Special Envoy for Eurasian
Affairs and former ambassador to Russia, Li
Hui, who in May toured six European capitals to
find common ground for an eventual political
settlement of the conflict, now in its 18th month.

Li “had extensive contact and communication
with all parties on the political settlement of
the Ukraine crisis... listened to all sides’ opinions
and proposals, and further consolidated
international consensus,” the ministry said in a
written statement to Reuters.

“All parties positively commented on Li
Hui’s attendance, and fully backed China’s
positive role in facilitating peace talks,” the
statement said.

Only country in history that used nuclear bombs against civilians

78 years after America nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - People in Japan are marking the
78th anniversary of the United States’ nuclear

bomb attacks.

Ceremonies are being held in Japan to mark
the American nuclear bomb attack on Hiroshima
that killed 140,000 civilians. The bomb turned

the city to ashes.

The same can be said about North Korea, with
Washington militarily harassing Pyongyang and
risking a catastrophe in East Asia.

Meanwhile, the US. has been shielding Israel,
its top proxy in West Asia, which has 200 to
300 nuclear weapons and the biggest source of
insecurity in the region.

The regime, which has invaded or violated the

The nuclear attack took place on August 6 and
days later, the US. military dropped a second
nuclear bomb on the Japanese city of Nagasaki,
this time murdering 70,000 people.

Survivors of the attacks are still being treated in
hospitals. The US. is the only country in history to
use nuclear weapons against civilians in wartime.

“Leaders around the world must confront the
reality that nuclear threats now being voiced by
certain policymakers reveal the folly of nuclear
deterrence theory” Hiroshima Mayor Kazumi
Matsui said at a ceremony.

There has been no serious explanation by the
United States to justify its nuclear attacks.

Was killing 200,000 civilians in the cruelest way
possible really aimed at ending the Second World
War because Japan refused to surrender or were
the atomic bombs dropped in a warning to the
former Soviet Union?

Experts say the dropping of nuclear bombs on
Hiroshima and three days later on Nagasaki was
unjustified from a military standpoint and that it
was a political act to frighten the Soviet Union.

Many US. political leaders, at the time, were
firmly opposed to the bombardment and saw it as
a very reckless move that would have long-term
consequences for America’s international image.

Since the apocalyptic scenes in Japan 78 years
ago, the US. has expanded its atomic weapons
arsenalas wellasits policy of nuclear proliferation.
This was evident just recently with the AUKUS

deal that involves Australia, the U.S. and UK.

Critics have accused Washington of
violating the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
with AUKUS scheme.

On March 14, 2023, the Guardian said
AUKUS represents a violation of the NPT
as it transfers “fissile material and nuclear
technology from a nuclear weapons state to
anon-weapons state”

The Guardian added it “allows fissile material
utilized for non-explosive military use, like naval
propulsion, to be exempt from inspections and
monitoring by the UN nuclear watchdog...,
(and) makes arms controls experts nervous
because it sets a precedent that could be used
by others to hide highly enriched uranium, or
plutonium, the core of a nuclear weapon, from
international oversight”

The Chinese mission to the UN accused the US.
and UK of “clearly violating the object and purpose
of the NPT”. It added that “such a textbook case
of double standard will damage the authority
and effectiveness of the international non-
proliferation system”.

The US. has also brought the world closer to
an Armageddon by launching a proxy war against
Russiain the Ukraine war, risking a nuclear conflict
by provoking another nuclear-armed state.

territory of many regional states and refused
to sign the NPT, enjoys the full backing of the
United States.

Thisis while Washington accuses Iran of seeking
a nuclear bomb despite the fact that the US.
intelligence community testified before Congress
that Tehran’s nuclear program is peaceful.

Numerous reports by inspectors from the
UN nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic
Energy Agency, have failed to produce any
evidence that Iran’s nuclear activities have been
diverted to a weapons program.

Observers believe America and its close allies
have been making accusations against the Islamic
Republic to scare the West Asia region and beyond.

The atomic bombing of Hiroshima, as pointed
out by experts, remains a very dark strain on
America’s global image. Hiroshima’s mayor is not
alone in calling for nuclear disarmament.

The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
supported his call. “World leaders have visited this
city, seen its monuments, spoken with its brave
survivors, and emerged emboldened to take up
the cause of nuclear disarmament,” Guterres said
in remarks read by a UN representative. “More
should do so, because the drums of nuclear war
are beating once again’

US. President Joe Biden, ironically, was in
Hiroshima not so long ago to attend the 2023
Group of Seven leaders’ summit.

In line with his predecessors, Biden fell short

of offering an apology at the gathering for
the nuclear attacks, despite Japanese officials
repeatedly calling on Washington to do so. He
did visit the Hiroshima Memorial Museum, which
critics branded as a publicity stunt.

The museum includes the remains of the
Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial Promotion
Hall, the only building left standing after the US.
nuclear attack.

The file footage of people walking past
destroyed buildings after the US. atomic
bombings of Hiroshima in 1945, along with the
rubble in the flattened city will never go away.

One atomic bomb survivor, Teruko Yahata,
recalled the horror this year at the G7 summit
in Hiroshima, saying “at that moment, and
all of a sudden, the entire sky flashed and
was illuminated in bluish-white, as if the
heavens had become one huge, fluorescent
light. | immediately fell to the ground and lost
consciousness.”

Pointing to herself, aged three, in a family photo
taken in 1940, she recalled her mother saying
“Let’s die together, while we're still together’ My
mother pulled me from the ruins and began to
pull futons and bedding from the cupboard”

Yahata, her voice breaking as she recalls
the moming of August 6, 1945, also said “| had
this very vague dream of wanting to be able to
communicate in English, in my own voice, my own
words, the destructive power of the atomic bomb
and what | remember experiencing that day, the
horror, the sadness.”

“I studied by looking things up in the dictionary,
like, ‘oh, so that's how you say nuclear weapon.
| used a manual to put in phonetic symbols, |
listened to my teacher’s intonation on a tape
recording. After | got the (English) translated
script, my dream became a goal. | really wanted to
do this so | tried very hard”

A British tourist to the city, Denise Hickson,
noted “It feels very real still, when she (Yahata)
speaks, she brings it like it’s happening today, she
makes you feel that way.”

Atour guide from Croatia, Daniel Baloh, also
weighed, saying “In my opinion, | think that
pretty much everybody should come and talk
to a survivor, especially our world leaders, to
know what we are, unfortunately, a decision
away from”’

Yahata criticized G7 leaders, saying “l want
them to seriously acknowledge the inhumanity
of nuclear weapons. They are weapons that can
destroy mankind. | want them to strongly feel
that these are terrible things and that they have
to be abolished”

“The world leaders will all come to G7 with
the ideal of abolishing nuclear weapons. |
want the leaders who come to be able to take
specific action and not just have ideals or
release a resolution. | want them to take the
first concrete step (towards nuclear weapon
abolishment).”

Yahata is what is known in Japan as a
“hibakusha” - a survivor of the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. She was 8 years old
when the first atomic bomb nicknamed “Little
Boy” was dropped by the US. B-29 warplane
Enola Gay in her city.

The nuclear bomb that obliterated the
city and killed approximately 140,000 out of
an estimated population of 350,000, with
thousands more dying later of injuries and
radiation-related illness, is perhaps more
terrifying that the US. refuses to accept the
devastation it caused.

As of the end of March 2022, there were only
39,950 U.S. atomic bomb survivors known to still
be in Hiroshima, according to data from the city
government.
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Iran proposes visa simplification to spur
tourism among D-8 member states

TEHRAN - Iranian tourism minister Ezza-
tollah Zarghami has proposed to facilitate the
issuance of visas or their cancellation in the
form of an agreement between D-8 member
states to help promote tourism.

In an address to a ministerial meeting of the
D-8 Organization for Economic Cooperation
held in Pakistan, Zarghami emphasized the
importance of the Islamic feature of the D-8
countries and pointed out the necessity to pay
attention to cultural commonalities, including
Muslim-friendly tourism as a competitive ad-
vantage, accessible tourism, open-door policy,
and acceleration of the process of issuing vi-
sas, including facilitating and canceling visas.

Inexpensive travel, family-oriented tourism,
selection and announcement of the tourism
city of D-8, and the creation of an education
center were among the important points of
his speech, Mehr reported.

Referring to the phenomenon of Islamopho-
bia, Zarghami stated biased propaganda has
exposed Islamic countries to racial discrimi-

nation, negative prejudice, and defamation.

Besides, Zarghami referred to tourism as
the most effective way to remove the false
negative image by introducing the true nature
of Islamic countries.

Iran saw some 1.4 million tourist arrivals
during the first three months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21 - June 21),
which shows 43 percent growth year on year.

Iran’s foreign tourist arrivals in 2022 rose
315 percent from a year earlier, as mentioned
by the statistics bureau of the World Tourism
Organization. The statistics showed around 4.1
million tourists came to the country in 2022
while the Islamic Republic attracted 990,000
tourists in 2021.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a bo-
nanza from its numerous tourist spots such
as bazaars, museums, mosques, bridges,
bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums, church-
es, towers, and mansions, of which 26 are in-
scribed on the UNESCO World Heritage list.

Pakistan launches first-ever national

tourism brand

Pakistan has launched a national tour-
ism brand — Salam Pakistan, a first for the
country that has been grappling with severe
challenges, many of which have been on the
economic front.

Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, the travel
and tourism industry contributed approxi-
mately $15 billion, accounting for 6% of Pa-
kistan’s total gross domestic product (GDP)
in 2019.

However, due to the pandemic’s impact,
this figure decreased significantly to $11.6
billion, representing 4.4% of GDP in 2020.
Additionally, the number of jobs in the tour-
ism sector declined from 3.45 million in 2019
to 3.63 million in 2020.

Pakistan’s vast tourism potential, which
includes remarkable attractions like the
world’s second-highest mountain and the
ancient Indus Valley Civilization and Mohen-
jo-Daro, has been plagued by security con-
cerns and political instability since the early
2000s.

In recent years, the government has made
efforts to revive the tourism economy, and
the launch of the Salam Pakistan brand indi-
cates the country’s commitment to promot-
ing its diverse tourism sector.

On the occasion of last year’s World Tour-
ism Day, Pakistani President Arif Alvi under-
scored the significance of tourism as a cru-
cial generator of foreign exchange earnings,
a catalyst for job creation, and a tool for pov-
erty alleviation.

Alvi drew attention to its role in fostering

a sense of harmony among people hailing
from diverse regions within the country. The
president emphasized the necessity of set-
ting clear priorities to fully harness the vast
potential of the tourism sector.

The former Prime Minister of Pakistan, Im-
ran Khan, recognized the great potential of
tourism during his speech at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos in 2020.

To facilitate tourism, Pakistan introduced
an online visa facility, which was later ex-
tended to 191 countries. It is also looking to
develop a draft National Tourism Strategy
and Action Plan in collaboration with vari-
ous stakeholders from the public and private
sectors.

With the implementation of government
policies and measures to promote domestic
and international tourism, Pakistan aims to
increase the number of visitors by approxi-
mately 30% by 2030.

The country is also becoming an attractive
investment destination for new hotel devel-
opments. Notably, Hilton and Radisson Hotel
Group have signed agreements for upscale
hotels in the country, with plans to introduce
internationally branded accommodations.

As a result of these initiatives, hotels in
Pakistan are witnessing substantial growth
in terms of occupancy and average rates, and
this positive trend is expected to continue in
the coming years.

(Source: Skift)

Various procedures in place to enhance

yacht tourism in Egypt

The maritime transport sector of the
Transport Ministry issued a media statement
regarding enhancing yacht tourism in Egypt
and simplifying and accelerating its proce-
dures upon the arrival and departure of for-
eign yachts from tourist ports and marinas
located on Egypt’s coasts, in implementation
of the directives issued by President Abdel
Fattah El Sisi.

In a statement, the maritime transport

sector referred to the establishment of a uni-
fied digital platform for the foreign yachts in
order to facilitate the procedures.

The Transport Ministry is assigned to oper-
ate and manage the platform, which will al-
low the owner of the yacht to enter the data
of the yacht and passengers and upload the
required papers and documents, it added.

(Source: Egypt Independent)

UNESCO-designated edifices undergo
photogr
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TEHRAN - A photogrammetric
documentation project has com-
menced on two of the iconic edifices
inside the UNESCO-registered Go-
lestan Palace in downtown Tehran.

Shams-ol-Emareh and Emarat-e
Badgir will be accurately document-
ed by the means of a photogram-
metric method, Afarin Emami, who
presides over the World Heritage site
said on Sunday.

Pointing out that photogram-
metry is one of the most accurate
methods of documenting histori-
cal monuments, Emami said: “This
method can produce a variety of out-
puts, including two-dimensional lin-
ear maps, flat photos, and three-di-
mensional models.”

“By using the 3D model, you can
obtain the dimensions in all direc-
tions of length, width, and height,
and investigate the unknown spaces
of the building and answer questions
about the structure and architecture
of the building,” she explained.

Talking about Emarat-e Badgir,
the official said this mansion, which
has four high towers, is one of the
most prominent buildings of Goles-
tan Palace in terms of decorations.
“Emarat-e Badgir boasts all kinds of
decorations, such as exquisite tile-
work, plasterwork, paintings, carv-
ings, and mirrorwork.”

She said this project is aimed at
preparing data from all floors, hori-
zontal and vertical flat images of in-
terior spaces, 3D models, and even a
route map of underground channels.
Emarat-e Badgir of Golestan Palace
in Tehran is the third construction
of this complex, considering its age.
The mansion was constructed upon
the order of Fath Ali Shah, the second
ruler of the Qajar dynasty.
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Emarat-e Badgir consists of a
massive “Shah Neshin” and two
small interconnected rooms. The
hall has nine sash windows and two
painted truly breathtaking spiral col-
umns. The coloring and decorations
of the walls, ceiling, and ground all
bear fantastic decorations such as
paintings and mirrorwork.

Referring to the photogramme-
try of the Shams-ol-Emareh, Emami
said: In this project, plans of all the
floors, walls, ceilings, and decora-
tions have been prepared.

Shams-ol-Emareh (“Edifice of the
Sun”) has a central open hall and
twin two-tiered towers on top with
arched windows and elaborate tile-
work. It is simple to picture Nasser
al-Din Shah achieving his desired
view, even though it is not possible
to climb to the top.

“In the photogrammetric method,

ammetric documentation
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ed to architecture, including tiling,
plastering, mirroring, and painting,
are recorded. Also, doing this type of
documentation for all Golestan pal-
ace buildings is foreseen in a man-
agement plan and will be done in
order of priority,” Emami explained.

Photogrammetry is the art and
science of deriving accurate 3-D
metric and descriptive object infor-
mation from multiple analog and
digital images. It is one surveying
method among others, e.g. simple
and tactile methods, tacheometric
and GPS surveys, various scanning
methods, or remote sensing from
satellites.

The palace complex once served
as the official residence of Qajar
monarchs who ruled Persia (Iran)
between 1789 and 1925. It exem-
plifies architectural and artistic

all the details and decorations relat-

achievements of the Qajar epoch, as
well as an introduction of European
motifs and styles into Persian arts.

Experts say it displays a remark-
able mixture of ancient Persian and
contemporary European architec-
tural styles, which characterized
much of Iranian art in the 19th and
20th centuries.

Golestan Palace embodies a suc-
cessful integration of earlier Persian
crafts and architecture with Western
influences. Over the past two centu-
ries, it became a center of arts and
architecture, a source of inspiration
for Iranian artists and architects to
this day.

Currently, the complex consists of
eight key palace structures mostly
used as museums and the epony-
mous gardens, a green shared cen-
ter of the complex, surrounded by an
outer wall with gates.

Taq-e Bostan, a majestic ancient site in western Iran,
cleaned up by cultural heritage fans

TEHRAN - Clusters of cultural heritage en-
thusiasts have recently cleaned the ancient site
of Tag-e Bostan, which is located in Kermanshah
province, western Iran.

The cleaning project was carried out by some
tour guides, environment activists, and cultur-
al heritage aficionados, Kermanshah province’s
tourism chief said on Monday.

Tag-e Bostan enjoys a distinct prestige and

position among sightseers and the people of Ker-
manshah. Thus, its maintenance and cleanliness

contribute to the reputation of Kermanshah prov-
ince, the official explained.

It was originally the site of a Parthian royal
hunting garden, but the Sassanians later added
their own regal stamp. The biggest alcove features
elephant-mounted hunting scenes on the side
walls and highlight the coronation of Khosrow Il (r
590-628), beneath which the king rides off in full
armor and chain mail (half a millennium before the
European Black Prince made it fashionable). The
second niche shows kings Shapur Ill and his Ro-
man-stomping grandfather Shapur II. To the right

of the niches is a fine tableau again showing Sha-
pur Il (r 379-383), in which he is depicted tram-
pling over the Roman emperor Julian the Apostate
(whom he defeated in 363) and receiving a crown
of blessings from the Zoroastrian god Mithras.

Late afternoon is the best time to visit, as the
cliff turns a brilliant orange in the setting sun,
which then dies poetically on the far side of the
duck pond. The surrounding open-air restaurants
rock out till late in the evening, and the carvings
are warmly floodlit. The site is 10km north of Ker-
manshah’s city center.

Traditional houses of Gilan Rural Heritage Museum

S

TEHRAN—Regular  restoration
work has commenced on traditional
houses that are scattered across the
Gilan Rural Heritage Museum in the
northern Iranian province.

“We have commenced restoration

undergo restoration

-

Lot 0SS
work on houses located in Rural
Heritage Museum as their [regular]
maintenance is of very high import-
ant,” the provincial tourism chief said
on Sunday.

“Considering the specific archi-

tecture of the buildings in the Rural
Heritage Museum and the type of
materials used, it is necessary to
take appropriate measures to re-
store the buildings every few years,’
Vali Jahani said.

“To safeguard customs and tra-
ditions for future generations, it is
very necessary to preserve and pro-
tect the Rural Heritage Museum and
it is one of the priorities of Gilan's
tourism department.”

Covering an area of 45 hectares
within the Saravan Forest Park,
18km south of Rasht (2km off the
Qazvin highway), the open-air mu-
seum strives to represent tradition-
al, cultural, architectural, and an-
thropological areas of the lush green
province.

Visitors will be acquainted with
the traditional lifestyle of Gilak fam-
ilies, their traditions, authentic local

clothing, food, handicraft souvenirs,
and musical instruments.

Sophisticated Rasht, capital of Gi-
lan province, has long been a week-
end escape for residents of Tehran
who are looking to sample the fa-
mous local cuisine and hoping for
some pluvial action - it's the largest,
and wettest town in the northern
region. Gilan is divided into a coast-
al plain, including the large delta of
Sefid Rud and adjacent parts of the
Alborz mountain range.

The historical Gilan region was
within the sphere of influence of
the successive Achaemenian, Seleu-
cid, Parthian, and Sasanian empires
that ruled Iran until the 7th century
CE. The subsequent Arab conquest
of Iran led to the rise of many local
dynasties, and Gilan acquired an in-
dependent status that continued
until 1567.

Centuries-old glazed pottery recovered by police

TEHRAN - Police forces in charge of protecting
cultural heritage have recently recovered a large
glazed bowl from the home of a suspect in south-
west Iran.

The clay bowl dates from the early Islamic era, a
local police commander said on Sunday.

Theillegally kept object was found when police-
men searched the house of a suspect in Ramhor-
moz county of Khuzestan province, he said.

The suspect has been surrendered to the judi-
cial system for further investigation and trial, the

commander added.

Lying at the head of the Persian Gulf and bor-
dering Iraq on the west, Khuzestan was settled
about 6000 BC by a people with affinities to the
Sumerians, who came from the Zagros Mountains
region. Urban centers appeared there contempo-
raneous with the first cities in Mesopotamia in the
&th millennium.

Then, Khuzestan came to constitute the heart
of the Elamite kingdom, with Susa as its capital.
Alexander the Great took Susa shortly after the

Battle of Gaugamela in 331, and from 311 to 148,
Khuzestan was a satrapy (named Susiana) of the
Seleucid empire, with its capital at Seleucia on the
Eulaeus River.

The region was passed firmly into Parthian con-
trol between 148 and 113 BC and then under Sa-
sanian rule about 226 CE. Moreover, it was a fron-
tier zone between the Roman-Byzantine and the
Parthian-Sasanian empires and finally was taken
by the Arabs in about 642. The Khuzestan region
was part of the Safavid and Qajar dynasties that
successively ruled Iran.



WHO advisor hails Iran’s nursing
achievements

TEHRAN - Fariba A Al-Darazi, the
World Health Organization’s Advis-
er for Nursing and Midwifery in the
Eastern Mediterranean, has praised
Iran for achieving progress in nurs-
ing over the past years.

She has traveled to Iran in order
to provide expert opinions regard-
ing the preparation of a compre-
hensive nursing care law.

During a meeting in Tehran on
Sunday with the Iranian deputy
health minister Abbas Ebadi, the
WHO official considered the coun-
try’s attention to a comprehensive
nursing law as a way to improve
nursing care very important.

She expressed her hope that due
to the ongoing development proj-
ects in the country, the law will pro-
vide an opportunity to improve the
quality of services to the people.

The Iranian official, for his part,
said that during recent years, espe-
cially during the Covid-19 pandemic,
new needs were raised, which re-
quired the implementation of some
basic and fundamental changes in
the field of nursing.

He also said that 12 nursing re-
search centers are operating in the
country, adding that the number of
articles published by Iranian nurses
indexed in international databases
has given a special status to the
country in the region.

Ahmed al-Mandhari, the World
Health Organization director for

Eastern Mediterranean Region,
has sent a message to the 26th
G5 High-Level Experts Meeting on
Health Cooperation that was held in
Tehran from May 6-10.

“I strongly believe that the Group
of Five Cooperation Program will
add value to the health programs
and operations that countries in
the region implement in order to
achieve the development goals of
the World Health Organization,” he
said.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has
shown how public health crises
damage not only people’s lives but
also their livelihoods.

Regional and sub-regional col-
laborations and partnerships are

vital to the stability and prosperity
of the region and it is only through
collective action that we can in-
crease achievements in promoting
and improving people’s health and
well-being”

G5 countries (Afghanistan, Iran,
Iraq, Pakistan, plus the World Health
Organization) took part in the meet-
ings with the theme of “Joint Work
for Solving Joint Health Problems”

In June 2021, al-Mandhari said
the Islamic Republic of Iran is a role
model for primary health care.

For the past four decades, its
PHC network has aimed to ensure
that people have timely access to
affordable, accessible, and accept-
able essential health services, he

explained.

Health Minister Bahram Einol-
lahi has said many countries in the
region are asking Iran for help with
issues related to health.

Emphasizing that all diseases are
currently treated in the country, the
minister added: “With the help of
scientists, we were able to educate
efficient human resources” ISNA
reported.

“With the efforts that have been
made during the 44 years after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution,
today we have the strongest health
system in the region in such a way
that the health indicators in the Is-
lamic Republic are far ahead of oth-
er countries in the region.”

UNHCR appreciates Iran for generously hosting refugees

TEHRAN - Inna Gladkova, the officer in charge of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) in Iran, has appreciated the country
for generously hosting refugees.

She assessed the formation of the National Mi-
gration Organization as a positive step in improv-
ing the situation of refugees and organizing them,
ISNA reported.

She made the remarks in a meeting in Tehran
on Thursday, August 3, with Ruhollah Qaderi, the
National Migration Organization’s director for in-
ternational affairs.

“The share of international organizations is less
than one percent of Iran’s cost of about 10 billion
dollars for hosting refugees, which is very small
and should be seriously reviewed,” Qaderi said.

Humanitarian aid should be in line with the
needs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the refu-
gees, and priority should be given to supplies and
equipment that cannot be accessed due to sanc-
tions, he stressed.

With over 3.4 million refugees and refugee-like
populations, Iran has become the second-largest
refugee-hosting country globally this year.

‘Only 15% of Tehran’s

In total, Iran hosts some 4.5 million Afghans of
varying status - including resident permit hold-
ers, undocumented Afghans, and family passport
holders - many of whom have been in the coun-
try for an extended period and require support to
strengthen their resilience.

Iran’s support for refugees is demonstrated
through its inclusive policies, which encompass
protection, assistance, educa-

bear the responsibility of hosting refugees alone.

She emphasized that more financial support,
technical assistance, and innovative partnerships
are essential to ensure the protection, well-being,
and successful integration of refugees worldwide.

Despite its own domestic challenges, Iran has
extended support to refugee children, allowing
them to access education in public schools along-

side Iranian children.

tion, and healthcare, inspiring
the global community and pos-
itively impacting the lives of
refugees.

events were organized to com-
memorate this year's World
Refugee Day, under the theme

Iran is the
second-largest
Throughout Iran, a range of refugee—hOSting
country in the

world.

Iran’s healthcare system promotes
refugee integration by providing them
with vital healthcare services, includ-
ing access to insurance, and vaccina-
tions, enhancing refugee well-being,
and benefiting public health in host
communities.

On World Refugee Day, UNHCR ex-

“Hope Away from Home.”

These events emphasized the importance of
solutions, inclusion, and compassion towards
those forced to flee their homes due to conflict,
persecution, or natural disasters.

Gladkova, in her Refugee Day message, paid
tribute to the courage and remarkable resilience
of refugees and commended Iran for its inclusive
refugee policies, particularly in the sectors of ed-
ucation and health.

Ms. Gladkova stated, “The scale of the global ref-
ugee crisis requires greater solidarity and burden
sharing. Iran’s exemplary efforts cannot be sus-
tained without continued international support.”

She further called on the international commu-
nity to increase their support for Iran’s humanitar-
ian efforts, recognizing that no single country can

ENGLISH IN USE

construction waste recycled’

While some 50,000 tons of construction and demolition waste is

produced in Tehran daily, only 10 to 15 percent of which are recycled and
the rest is dumped or disposed, Mohammad Hossein Bazgir, head of
Tehran's department of environment (DOE) has said.

‘A good portion of construction wastes can still be usable with prop-

er planning and their usage can be a solution itself to the burgeoning
waste issues that the communities and the construction industry face,”

Bazgir said.

He referred to a construction waste management unit opened in

tends gratitude to Iran for its hospi-
tality and ongoing efforts in protecting and em-
powering refugees.

Iran’s example showcases the transformative
power of inclusive policies, enabling refugees to
thrive as valued members of society.

On 14 June, UNHCR released its flagship annu-
al report, Global Trends in Forced Displacement
2022. The report found that by the end of 2022,
the number of people displaced by war, persecu-
tion, violence, and human rights abuses stood at a
record 108.4 million, up 19.1 million on a year earli-
er, which was the biggest ever increase.

Estimates for the number of refugees from Af-
ghanistan were sharply higher by the end of 2022
dueto revised estimates of Afghans hosted in Iran,
many having arrived in previous years.
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Abali in Damavand county last week, saying that the unit is capable of
recycling some 3,000 tons of construction waste, ISNA reported.
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Straight Truth

Iranian universities gradually advance

in global rankings

From page 1 » Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World Rankings of Universities, The Times
Higher Education (THE) World University
Rankings, The Shanghai Ranking, and Leiden
Ranking are among the most important sys-
tems publishing rankings for universities.

Each system takes into account specific
metrics including scientific impact, interna-
tional faculty members, elite students, num-
ber of professors and students winning Scien-
tific awards, graduate employment, scientific
inventions, and validity of the published arti-
cles in specific time intervals.

39 Iranian universities in Times ranking

The Times Higher Education Young Univer-
sity Rankings list the world’s best universities
that are 50 years old or younger.

The ranking is based on 13 carefully cali-
brated performance indicators that measure
an institution’s performance across five areas:
teaching, research, knowledge transfers, in-
dustrial income, and international outlook.

The 2023 ranking includes 605 universities.
Iran became the third more represented nation
with 39 institutions.

The Mazandaran University of Medical Sci-
ence, Kurdistan University of Medical Science,
Qazvin University of Medical Science, Babol
University of Medical Science, and Qom Uni-
versity of Medical Science, ranked respectively
65, 76, 87,92, and 100, are among the top 100
universities, compared with two universities
last year.

7 Iranian universities in QS ranking

The latest edition of the QS World University
Rankings (2024) has placed seven Iranian uni-
versities among the world’s top institutes.

The ranking features 1497 institutions
worldwide based on the three indicators of
Sustainability, Employment Outcomes, and In-
ternational Research Network.

The Sharif University of Technology, Universi-
ty of Tehran, Amirkabir University of Technology,
Iran University of Science and Technology, Shiraz
University, Shahid Beheshti University, and Fer-
dowsi University of Mashhad are the top Iranian
universities.

27 Islamic countries were present in this
ranking. Among Islamic countries, Malaysia,
Indonesia, and Turkey have the largest number
of universities with 28, 26, and 25 universities,
respectively.

46 Iranian universities in Leiden ranking

The Leiden ranking system published the
2023 report, according to which 46 Iranian
universities were among the 1,411 top universi-
ties in the world. Among Islamic countries, Iran
ranked first, followed by Turkey and Egypt with
36 and 13 universities, respectively.

The University of Tehran, Tehran University
of Medical Sciences, Tarbiat Modarres Univer-
sity, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sci-
ences, Amirkabir University of Technology, and
University of Science and Technology, were the
first five top universities from Iran.

€ IRNA / Erfan Samanfar

Compared with other Islamic countries, Iran
is the first country with 46 universities. The
whole Islamic countries have presented 145
universities in this ranking. Turkey with 36,
Egypt with 13, Saudi Arabia with 11, and Paki-
stan with 9 universities followed Iran.

65 Iranian universities in Times Asia rank-
ing

In the 2023 edition of the Times Higher Edu-
cation’s Asian University Ranking System, 669
institutions from 31 Asian countries are in-
cluded and 65 Iranian universities are among
the top Asian institutions.

The Sharif University of Technology is
ranked first in the country and 64th in Asia.
Mazandaran University of Medical Science
(65th), Golestan University of Medical Science
(69th), Kurdistan University of Medical Science
(71st), and University of Science and Technolo-
gy (74th) ranked next in Iran, respectively.

A total of 253 universities from 17 Islamic
countries presented the 2023 ranking, com-
pared with 209 universities in 2022. In terms
of the number of universities, Iran ranked first,
with 65 universities, while Turkey (61) and Pa-
kistan (29) ranked second and third.

115 Iranian universities in highly cited in-
stitutes

According to the latest bi-monthly edition of the
ESI database, the number of the world’s top univer-
sities and research institutes in all subject areas is
8,557, of which 115 universities and research insti-
tutes from the Islamic Republic of Iran are on this
list.

The number of top Iranian universities and
research institutes has increased from 112 last
year to 115 this year.

Iran’s top universities and research insti-
tutes are present in 19 subject areas, and the
largest number is in the engineering subject
area with 59 universities and research insti-
tutes.

The number of institutions in the fields of
clinical medicine was 57, chemistry 50, mate-
rial sciences 25, agricultural sciences 23, phar-
macology and toxicology 19, plant and animal
sciences 16, environment/ecology 15, social
sciences, biology and biochemistry, and com-
puter sciences 13 each, neuroscience and be-
havior 7, geology 6, physics and immunology 5
each, molecular biology and genetics 4, math-
ematics and microbiology 2 each, and psychia-
try/psychology 1.

34 Iranian universities in Shanghai rank-
ing

The Academic Ranking of the World Universi-
ties (ARWU), also known as the Shanghai Rank-
ing, is published in two general areas, broad
subject fields, and specific subjects. The ranking
includes Natural Sciences, Engineering, Life Sci-
ences, Medical Sciences, and Social Sciences.

According to Shanghai Ranking’s ARWU,
2021, a total of 34 Iranian universities and in-
stitutions were listed among the top 1,000 in
the world.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Flamingos flying over the lake

Myriads of flamingos are flying over the Maharloo Lake on the outskirts of Shiraz, southern

Iran, July 19, 2023.

The lake is one of the main habitats of flamingos and different other species of birds.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

O God, You know me better than | know myself, and | know myself
better than others. O God, raise us above what others suppose us,
and pardon our sins of which they are unaware, and cover up our
wickedness.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times» Noon:12:10 Evening: 19:21

Adab in Iran

Part1

The term and its synonyms: Apart from a
genre of literature, adab in Persian means
education, culture, good behavior, politeness,
proper demeanor; thus it is closely linked
with the concept of ethics.

The first occurrence of its use in Persian is
in poems by Shahid Balkhi, who died before
936. Adab is the equivalent of the Middle
Persian frahang and New Persian farhang;
it is also very close to another Pahlavi word,
iwin, Persian ayin, meaning custom, rule,
correct manner, and the like.

Thus in certain Arabic works of the early
Islamic centuries, iwin is rendered either by
adab and its pl. aadaab, or by rasm and its pl.
rosum; but sometimes the original word, in
its Persian form ayin, is retained.

Despite the opinion of scholars such as A.
Christensen (Les gestes des rois dans les
traditions de U'lran antique, Paris, 1936), G.
Richter (Studien zur Geschichte der alteren
arabischen Flrstenspiegel, Leipzig, 1932;
repr. 1968), and A. Egbal (al-Adab al-wajiz,
ed. Gh. H. Ahani, Isfahan, 1961) adab cannot
be considered exactly equivalent to iwin/
ayin.

The definition of adab in Iran: On the basis
of the Shahnameh and other works wholly
rooted in the Iranian cultural tradition, adab
may be defined in general as ideal refinement
of thought, word, and deed.

Ways of implementing this ideal in every
field are specified by precise rules, whose
main common characteristic is regard
for proportion (andazeh) or moderation
(mianeh-ravi) in conduct.

The passages cited below will clarify
these matters; particular examples will be
examined first.

On the subject of speech, the Shahnameh
repeatedly affirms the rule of soft-
spokenness (narm-guyi). This means that a
person’s tone and cadence should be quiet
and slow.

His utterances should never be gruff or
wounding; as Ferdowsi puts it, he should not
“tear anyone’s skin with words”. Similarly
in the Pahlavi text Handarz i Aturpat i
Maraspandan, it is emphasized that we
should not “hurt people with words.”

Another point that the Shahnameh makes
is that we should stay silent in the face of
insults and that if the insult-giver takes
our silence for weakness and goes beyond
the limit in his rudeness, we should then
answer him in smooth (charb), fresh (tazeh),
i.e., vigorous, but moderate (be andazeh)
language.

A similar concern with refinement
appears in the rules of generosity. Any
possessor of riches can make a gift
whenever, to whomsoever, and of whatever
size he pleases, but there is a risk that his
manner may embarrass or humiliate the
recipient.

Therules are therefore intended to instruct
the giver on refinement of conduct so that
he does not hurt the recipient’s feelings;
this is why it is taught that the giver should
be grateful to the recipient, not vice versa,
because the giver buys peace and serenity for
his soul with his gift and is really comparable
with a merchant who has profited from a
transaction.

Dawn: 3:43 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:18 (tomorrow)

Inotherwords, generosityis presented here
asanaturaland normal human characteristic,
and this implies that generosity is brought
within the scope of adab not by the act of
giving in itself, but by the observance of its
refined and subtle rules.

These and other kinds of refinement are
not just enunciated here and there in the
form of ethical maxims; they are manifested
throughout the Shahnameh in the actual
conduct of its heroes.

A good example is the behavior of the man
who brings the head of Tur to the latter’s
father Fereidun and the response of Fereidun
to the sight of his son’s head.

Another is the reception which the Iranian
commander Gudarz gives to Ruyin, who has
been sent by his father Piran to Gudarz’s tent
with an offer of peace; although Gudarz has
already lost seventy sons and grandsons in
the war with Turan, he walks with a cheerful
face to meet Ruyin, embraces him, asks
how Afrasiab, he himself, and the other
Turanian generals are faring, and hospitably
entertains him for one week before he finally
tells him that there can be no solution except
through battle.

Esfandiar, having reached Sistan, neither
accepts Rostam’s invitation to have meals
with him, nor does he reciprocate the
invitation for fear that if they ate each other’s
food and Rostam disobeyed him, he would
be unable to carry out his instructions on
account of the bond of friendship which the
sharing of food creates.

The custom of keram required that a host,
after inviting someone to a banquet, should
at the appointed time send a messenger to
find him and renew the invitation in case the
prospective guest might be afraid of going
to the host’s house only to find that the host
had forgotten, in which case both would be
embarrassed.

Many similar examples are to be found in
the Shahnameh and the books of counsel
(andarz) in Pahlavi and Persian. In the
Qabusnameh, particular attention is given
to refinement of conduct; e.g., when you go
to a banquet, you should be neither hungry
nor replete; when you are eating, you
should not look at another person’s morsel,
and so forth.

An amusing example of the need for
refinement of speech is provided by an
incident which occurred between the book’s
author, Onsor al-ma‘ali Kaykavus, and the
Shaddadid ruler of Ganja, Amir Abul-Sewar;
the incident’'s moral is the same as in the
Shahnameh’s teachings about generosity:
There is no inherent virtue, or adab, in the
sole act of truth-telling.

The essence of adab is discernment,
such as the ability to recognize that
absurd things ought not to be said even
if they are true, and that a polite lie is
often preferable to an absurd truth; as
Kaykavus says, “Never tell truths which
sound like lies!”.

Avoidance of useless talk is likewise
often commended in the Shahnameh; in one
passage it is likened to a fire which produces
only smoke.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.

Iranian movies line up for Reading
film festival

TEHRAN - A lineup of 10 short
movies by Iranian filmmakers will
be screened at the 8th edition of
the ReadingFilmFEST, which will
be held in Pennsylvania, the U.S.
from October 26 to 29.

“Pass” by Elika Abdollahi,
“Saudade” by Mehrdad Azizi
Parsa, “Split Ends” by Alireza
Kazemipur and “Survivor” by
Karim Azimi are among the films.

“Pass” is a fascinating drama
about a poor woman that shows
everyone is not trustworthy.

“Saudade” tells the story of
Houra, who is pregnant with her
fourth child, but the baby’s gender
creates a complex situation. Her
husband’s family demands a boy
for their inheritance plans, yet
Houra’s pregnancy is dangerous,
and the doctor warns it could
threaten her life. With a history
of miscarriages, Houra must
decide between the pressure to
give birth to a male heir and the
prospects of endangering her
health.

“Split Ends” follows a bald
woman and a man with long
hair who try to get out of paying
fines when traffic cameras
catch them not wearing a hijab.
Police surveillance cameras have
mistaken the boy for a woman
because of his long hair, and the
young girl, despite her shaved
head, has to pay the fine simply
because the hijab law only applies
to women.

“Survivor”  portrays  some
immigrants waiting by the sea
for them to be able to cross it. A
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A scene from “Pass” by Elika Abdollahi

young couple is going with the
other immigrants to the light of
the world, but they have problems
when their baby is born.

The lineup also includes “The
Gold Teeth”, “Disgrace” and
“Another Day”.

Directed by Alireza Kazemipur,
“The Gold Teeth” is about an
Afghan refugee in Canada, who
asks a refugee dentist to extract
her late father’s gold teeth before
they bury him.

“Disgrace” by Ali Riahi tells the
story of Nessa, a young woman,
who is preparing to tie the knot,
but her brother is determined

to halt the wedding due to his
possession of a significant secret
concerning his sister.

Directed by Sahand Khalaj,
“Another Day” recounts the
story of a disabled photographer
with cerebral palsy earns his
living taking photographers for
people passing by. When he
reveals his interest in a local
cafe worker, the girl avoids their
usual encounters.

The festival will also screen
“The Creature” by Mohammadreza
Yarikia, “We are all Dogs” by
Aminreza Alimohammadi and
“For Child Never Born” by Afsaneh
Aganejad.

“The Creature” follows the
story of a couple, who goes to a
forest to sacrifice an animal to the
goblins in order for their child to
be born healthy, but they are not
alone in this forest. The woman
considers this a superstition until
she believes it herself.

“We are all Dogs” is about a
happy family in a sad world, a
world where there is no place for
rejected creatures.

“For Child Never Born” recounts
the story of a young girl, who
is forced to grow up upon her
father's death and mother’s
unexpected pregnancy.

Vietnam Cultural Days to be held in Tehran

TEHRAN - Vietnam Cultural Days will
be held at the Iran Cinema Museum on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of
the diplomatic relations between Iran and
Vietnam.

The cultural event will take place from
August 9 to 11 at the Iran Cinema Museum
located in Tehran with the presence of a
delegation of high-ranking government and
cultural officials of Vietnam.

The opening ceremony of the event will be
held on Wednesday evening in the presence
of Iranian cultural officials, the Chairman of
the National Assembly of Vietnam Vuong
Dinh Hue and the Deputy Minister of Culture,
Sports and Tourism.

During the event, handicrafts, traditional
clothes, books and photos taken from
touristic, cultural and historical attractions
of Vietnam as well as Iran-Vietnam relations

will be showcased.

Three Vietnamese films will be also
screened during the country’s cultural days
in Iran.

The cultural event will be held with the
joint cooperation of the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, the Iran Cinema Museum and the
Embassy of Vietnam in Iran.

“Silent House” wins award at Melgaco film festival
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Jurabchian

TEHRAN -

“Silent  House”
co-directed by Famaz and
Mohammadreza Jurabchian was
honored at the Melgago International
Documentary Film Festival, which
came to an end in Viana do Castelo,
Portugal on Sunday.

A co-production of Iran, France,
Canada and Qatar, the film received
the Don Quijote Award for the best

Huang from China won the award
for the best short film.

“Mighty Afrin: In the Time of
Flood” by Angelos Rallis from
Greece won the Jean-Loup Passek
Award for the best feature film,
while  “Taxibol” by Tommaso
Santambrogio from Italy received
the award for the best short film.

Melgaco International

A scene from “Silent House” co-directed by Farnaz and Mohammadreza

feature length film.

exceptional
house.

The documentary tells the story
of three generations of an Iranian
family who live in a historic and
hundred-year-old

“Will You Look at Me” by Shuli

Documentary Film Festival aims
to promote and disseminate
ethnographic and social cinema.
The Festival looks for films that
demonstrate the author’s point
of view on social, individual and
cultural issues related to identity,
memory and border.

Tehran to host cartoon exhibition on water

TEHRAN - A cartoon exhibition on water is
being held in Iran Cartoon House in Tehran.

Given the importance of water scarcity in

different parts of the world, Iran Cartoon House
is holding a cartoon exhibition on water in
Tehran.

The exhibition opened on Monday August 7

and will continue until September 11.

Iranian ‘Nomadic Girl’ goes to Armenia

TEHRAN - Iranian documentary
‘Nomadic Girl' has been made
into the 9th edition Apricot Tree
International Documentary Film
Festival in Armenia.

Directed by Ruhollah Akbari,
‘Nomadic Girl'is about a girl named
Sousan Rashidi, who, despite all the
problems caused by the traditions
and common beliefs about girls
exercising, achieves much success
in kickboxing. She tries to persuade
the families of the girls in the
area to encourage them to attend
training classes in a nomad “black
tent”.

The documentary was previously
screened at film festivals in
Hungary, the US, Russia and

bl i

A Film By Rooholla Akbari

-‘ Ukraine.
Established in 2015 by
Filmadaran Film Culture

Development NGO, Apricot Tree
(ATIEFF) is a documentary film
festival that takes place annually
in August in the Armenian village
of Ujan. Not only do selected
participants get to see their films
projected on the big screen in
Ujan’s Park under the open sky,
but more importantly they live
among the villagers in their houses,
share bread and watch films with
them, while getting to experience
Armenian culture first-hand.

The latest edition of the event
will be held from August 20 to 27.
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