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Iran negates sanctions 
while resuming talks, 
Amir Abdollahian says 

TEHRAN- Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian has highlighted Iran’s ongoing 
attempts to reverse the unjust sanctions, 
emphasizing that Tehran hasn’t abandoned 
diplomatic and negotiating efforts.

Since Ebrahim Raisi took office as presi-
dent in August 2021 his administration has 
prioritized active diplomacy to advance na-
tional interests, Amir Abdollahian said on 
Saturday. 

The foreign minister emphasized that 
while Iran has continued with its measures 
to counteract the unlawful sanctions, it has 
never given up on the path of discussions 
and diplomacy.

“The efforts will go on until the achieve-
ment of ultimate results and the complete 
fulfillment of Iran’s rights,” he remarked.

His remarks followed a confirmation by 
the Foreign Ministry that $6 billion of Iranian 
funds that have been illegally frozen in South 
Korea because of U.S. sanctions are being 
released under an agreement between Iran 
and the U.S. brokered by Qatar and Oman.

The ministry underscored that releasing 
the funds has consistently been on its agen-
da, noting that these funds were  Page 2

49 service vessels 
worth €134m 
being built relying 
on domestic 
capabilities

By Mahnaz Abdi
TEHRAN- The head of Iran’s Ports and 

Maritime Organization (PMO) announced 
that 49 service vessels worth €134 million 
are now being built in the country relying on 
domestic production.

Ali-Akbar Safaei made the remarks in a 
press conference on Saturday.

The official also announced that develop-
ment projects, such as development of ports, 
worth 530 trillion rials (about $1.081 billion) 
are being implemented by the organization 
in sea sector, and development projects 
worth 470 trillion rials (about $959 million) 
are being conducted by the private sector.

He said that some of these projects will be 
inaugurated in the current [Iranian calendar] 
year (began on March 21), and some of them 
will be put into operation next year.

The PMO head also announced that 30 
projects worth 225 trillion rials (about $460 
million) are underway for the development 
of port infrastructure, and 31 projects worth 
39 trillion rials (about $79.5 million) are be-
ing implemented for the development of 
small ports.

Safaei further said that 82 million tons 
of goods were loaded and unloaded at the 
country’s ports in the current year,  Page 4

ECOWAS authorizes 
military intervention 
in Niger

By Ali Karbalaei 
TEHRAN - The Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS) has ordered 
the activation of a standby force for possible 
use against the new military rulers in Niger.

The military, which seized power on July 
26, had already defied an August 6 deadline 
set by ECOWAS to step down. Instead, it has 
closed Niger’s airspace and vowed to defend 
the country against any foreign invasion. 

The new move has raised major concerns 
about the consequences of war breaking out 
in a fragile part of the world, where a conflict 
could have far-reaching repercussions for 
the West African region and beyond. 

It is certainly a big escalation, which ob-
servers believe would bring the armies of 
Niger, Burkina Faso, and Mali together in a 
military coalition. 

Neighboring Mali and Burkina Faso have 
already warned that a military  Page 5

Al-Kahala’s seditious 
plot thwarted by the 
Resistance’s wise 
leadership

By Sondos Al-Asaad

Unquestionably, the incident of attacking 
the Islamic Resistance’s mujahideen in the 
Kahala region in the Mount Lebanon gover-
norate is not an ordinary event, not in terms 
of its dimensions, not even in its repercus-
sions, which would reflect on all the thorny 
files that the Lebanese and regional arenas 
are teeming with.

At a time when Hezbollah has elucidated 
- through its Media Relations Office’s state-
ment - what happened, the political forces 
hostile to its approach, along with their mali-
cious media machines, have put forth relent-
less efforts to insult the Resistance on air, 
spreading lies, and doing everything in their 
power to mislead the public opinion. Howev-
er, they have failed!

Here, we note the readers who do not know 
well about Lebanon’s geography that every-
one in Lebanon, especially the people of the 
towns of the Bekaa-Beirut route, which the 
Resistance’s truck passed through, already 
know that this route regularly used for the 
transportation of the Resistance members, 
its military and non-military equipment, i.e. 
it is not new that a Resistance truck travels 
on this international route.

Hence the question that pops up is: What 
has aroused the anti-Resistance’s ire to 
ignite such a perilous bloody strife in the 
wrong place and at the wrong time?  Page 5

Breakthrough in early 
cancer detection

TEHRAN - A group of researchers, led by 
an Iranian scientist, have successfully ana-
lyzed the chemical composition of individ-
ual human cells. This method can help with 
an earlier detection of cancer and a more 
efficient treatment, according to Mehr 
News Agency.

A malignant tumor is typically a diverse 
collection of cancer cells and immune cells. 
Although immune cells are responsible for 
fighting tumors, sometimes some of them 
change their behavior and collaborate with 
cancer cells.

This heterogeneity of cells poses a chal-
lenge in the diagnosis and treatment of can-
cer. With only a small portion of cancer cells 
becoming resistant to chemotherapy or a 
group of immune cells taking on the role of 
tumor enhancers, cancer treatment can fail 
and there will be no more hope for the pa-
tient.   Page 7

Iran-Bolivia military ties: 
Concerns about the rise 
of Iran’s influence 

By Mehran Shamsuddin

TEHRAN- The growing relations between 
Iran and Latin American governments have 
caused concern among certain media out-
lets, particularly in light of the military coop-
eration between Iran and certain countries in 
Latin America, which is viewed as a threat to 
the United States. 

In July, Iran’s Defense Minister, Brigadier 
General Mohammad Reza Ashtiani, signed a 
defense MOU with his Bolivian counterpart 
Edmundo Novillo to deploy Iranian drones in 
Bolivia, which has caused reactions from the 
United States and some of Bolivia’s neigh-
bors.    Page 3

Exclusive: Inside U.S. efforts to foment 2022 unrest in Iran
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Canadians! Have 
you heard anything 
about “Mohandesi” 
operation?

TEHRAN - A new report by 
the Tasnim news agency shows 
the terrorist Mujahedin-e-Khalq 
Organization (MKO) might be 
transferred to Canada from their 
current residence in Albania.

The group, also called MEK, started 
to look for a new safe haven after 
Albanian police raided their residence 
in June. Shortly after that, Albania’s 
anti-terrorism court placed an entry 
ban on MKO ringleader Maryam 
Rajavi. The news of the possible 
transfer of the MKO headquarters 
to Canada comes on the anniversary 
of the disclosure of one of the most 
inhumane operations of the terror 
group.  Page 3

In the midst of Iran’s 2022 unrest, 
the U.S. State Department, with the 
participation of Rob Malley, devised 
a strategy to further fan the flames 

of unrest and prolong it.  

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi
TEHRAN – Last year, Iran faced a 

wave of unrest that involved many 
instigators. A document obtained by 
the Tehran Times shows that the Bid-
en administration was one of them.

The document was prepared 
with the participation of former 
U.S. envoy for Iran Rob Malley, 
whose mysterious dismissal 
made global headlines. 

The death of Mahsa Amini in 
September 2022 ushered in a 
months-long period of unrest that 
impacted almost every aspect of 
life in Iran. It caused protracted 
insecurity, currency fluctuations, 
and societal divisions, to name a 
few, leaving millions of people in 
Iran worse off in some aspects of 
life. This is not to mention those 
who lost their lives – whether se-
curity forces or ordinary people - 
during the unrest.

Understanding the gravity of 
the situation, Iranian authorities 

did their utmost to calm down so-
ciety and heal the wounds of un-
rest. A major step in that direction 
was the declaration of a general 
amnesty that included all those 
who were arrested in the unrest. 

Iranian officialdom acknowl-
edged grassroots grievances that 
contributed to the outbreak of un-
rest. In addition, high-level Irani-
an officials warned about foreign 
hands. But while many pieces of ev-
idence were presented in relation to 
foreign meddling, many in the West 
chose to pooh-pooh the idea of for-
eign meddling. The Tehran Times 
has obtained a detailed document 
that shows how the Biden admin-
istration strategized, formulated, 
and implemented an aggressive 
Iran policy in the midst of the 2022 
unrest. The document, dated No-
vember 22, 2022, can be seen as a 
formal strategy that proved to be a 
guiding principle for the U.S. in its 
policy toward Iran in the ensuing 
months.  Page 3

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Iranian 
Iranian oppositions in the Thomas Jefferson Room at the State 

Department October 14, 2022.
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Secretary-General of the Lebanese resistance movement Hezbollah Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, 
third right, and a group of Iranian legislators meet in Beirut, Lebanon, August 12, 2023.

The secretary general of the 
Hezbollah resistance movement 
and a group of Iranian legisla-
tors have met and discussed the 
latest regional developments, 
including the status quo in Leb-
anon and across the occupied 
Palestinian territories, Press TV 
reported.

During a meeting in the Leb-
anese capital city of Beirut on 
Saturday, Sayyed Hassan Nas-
rallah and members of the Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy 
Commission of Majlis (the Iranian 
parliament), headed by the com-
mission chairman Vahid Jalalz-
adeh, reviewed recent events in 
the Palestinian territories.

Israeli forces launch raids on 
various cities of the West Bank on 
an almost daily basis under the 
pretext of detaining what it calls 
“wanted” Palestinians. The raids 
usually lead to violent confronta-
tions with residents.

Over the past months, Israel 
has ramped up attacks on Pales-
tinian towns and cities through-
out the occupied territories. As a 
result of these attacks, dozens of 

Palestinians have lost their lives 
and many others have been ar-
rested.

More than 200 Palestinians 
have been killed this year in the 
occupied Palestinian territories 
and the besieged Gaza Strip. The 

majority of these fatalities have 
been recorded in the West Bank.

The two sides in the Beirut 
meeting also exchanged view-
points on the circumstances in 
Lebanon as well as enhance-
ment of relations of bilateral 

cooperation.

Nasrallah is expected to deliv-
er a speech on Monday evening, 
on the occasion of Hezbollah’s 
victory in the 33-day Israeli mil-
itary onslaught on Lebanon in the 
summer of 2006.

TEHRAN- The Islamic Republic of Iran has 
filed a huge case against more than 100 mem-
bers of the terrorist Mujahedin-e-Khalq Orga-
nization (MKO), which has killed tens of thou-
sands of Iranian, Iran’s top human rights official 
has announced.

In an interview with the ISNA news agen-
cy published on Saturday, Kazem Gharibaba-
di, secretary of Iran’s High Council for Human 
Rights, said Iran is seeking to rid the world of 
terrorism and terrorist organizations. 

He said that 107 prominent members of 
the MKO are the subject of the huge lawsuit 
that has been sent to an Iranian court for 
adjudication. 

The defendants have been notified through 
email and that a separate branch has been 
established to handle the case, the human 
rights chief added. 

“The court will soon start its work in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the criminal 
procedure,” he noted.

Gharibabadi reaffirmed Iran’s resolve to 
use all its resources to combat terrorism, 
particularly the MKO terrorist group.

He also decried the fact that members of 
the MKO are able to roam in several Western 
nations after murdering countless innocent 
Iranian individuals.

“In parallel with the legal, judicial and polit-
ical pressures that the Islamic Republic of Iran 

has exerted on some countries housing MKO 
members, those states have also independent-
ly come to the conclusion that the MKO is really 
a terrorist group. They are placing limitations 
on them, and we welcome the restrictive mea-
sures against the MKO terrorists.”

The senior rights official further stated 
that Tehran will not be satisfied with the 
host nations’ present course of conduct and 
demanded that they be either expelled or 
brought to justice.

Since the Islamic Revolution’s triumph in 
1979, the MKO has committed several terror-
ist acts against Iranian citizens and govern-
ment figures.

About 12,000 of the roughly 17,000 Iranians 
who have been assassinated in terrorist as-
saults over the past 40 years have been victims 
of the MKO’s atrocities.

MKO terrorists to move to Canada
The MKO’s top leaders are putting plans in 

place to transfer their members from Albania 
to Canada.

Following strong pressure from the Alba-
nian government and the collapse of discus-
sions with the Paris government for transfer 
to France, the MKO ringleaders have reputedly 
decided to shift their base to Canada.

An informed security source told Tasnim that 
the MKO terrorists have come up with the re-
location plan after the government of Albania 

and its counter-terrorism court imposed re-
strictions on the terrorist group following the 
discovery of incriminating evidence from their 
Ashraf-3 camp near Manze, a small hill town 30 
kilometers west of Albania’s capital Tirana.

“The MKO heads are making preparations for 
the gradual pullout of their members from Al-
bania,” the source said.

The source reported that the MKO terror-
ists had been unsuccessful in getting France’s 
permission to move some of its elements to 
a camp near Auvers-sur-Oise, which is on the 
outskirts of Paris to the northwest.

According to the source, the MKO terrorists 
have used their lobbyists in the Canadian gov-
ernment, and plans have been made to move 
the MKO members with temporary Canadian 
passports or temporary residency permits in 
Canada as a first step.

Based on reports, the MKO terrorists made 
their choice after understanding that the sit-
uation in Albania is comparable to what they 
encountered in Iraq.

Maryam Rajavi, the leader of the terrorist 
MKO group, was prohibited from entering Al-
bania last week by the authorities.

According to sources, the ban was introduced 
by Albania’s anti-terrorism court following an 
assessment of the evidence demonstrating the 
group’s involvement in terrorist actions in Iran.

After Albanian authorities stormed the camp 
housing the MKO for engaging in “terror and 
cyber-attacks” against international organiza-
tions in late June, Rajavi escaped from Albania 
to France. 150 computers used for terrorist op-
erations were confiscated.

During the clashes at the camp, at least one 
MKO terrorist was killed and several more were 
injured.

The MKO spent several years in Iraq, where 
Saddam Hussein, a former Iraqi despot, har-
bored and armed them. 

They supported Saddam during his war 
against Iran in the 1980s. The Saddam re-
gime also used them in putting down protests 
across the Arab nation after the armistice be-
tween Iran and Iraq.

Iran files massive case against 100 MKO terrorists

TEHRAN- In the region of Sistan-Baluchestan 
in Iran’s southeast, security forces have detained 
two Takfiri terrorists.

IRNA quoted the provincial police commander, 
Doostali Jalilian, as stating on Saturday that the 
two terrorists were detained in Sistan-Baluch-
estan’s Qasr-e Qand district. Jalilian said they are 
members of the Ansar al-Furqan terror group.

Jalilian said the two were apprehended follow-
ing their identification and careful observation 
of their moves by intelligence forces during a 
planned operation on the Qasr-e Qand roadway 
to Talang.

According to a preliminary investigation, the 
two operatives, who are Iranian nationals, partici-
pated in a planned attack on Basij troops on Friday 
afternoon in Qasr-e Qand city. During the assault, 
the two terrorists, along with two others, killed 
and wounded a number of the volunteer Basij 
forces in the southeastern city.

Sistan-Baluchestan has seen a number of ter-
ror incidents in recent years that have targeted 
both security forces and civilians. 

In a fight with terrorists trying to get inside the 
country in June, an Iranian border guard was mar-
tyred in the province.

In May, five Iranian border guards were mar-
tyred in clashes in Sistan-Baluchestan with armed 
terrorists and anti-Islamic Revolution elements. 

On August 4, a group of terrorists had been 
apprehended by the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) Ground Force in the border region 
of Sistan-Baluchestan, not far from the Paki-
stani border.

According to a statement issued by the 
Force’s Quds Base, the team was affiliated with 
a foreign-sponsored terrorist group and was 
apprehended following detailed intelligence 
and operational procedures.

The team was disbanded before engaging in 
“destructive and terrorist acts” in southeast Iran.

The operation also resulted in the confis-
cation of six assault rifles, some of which had 
telescopic sight mounted on, and a large cache 
of ammunition.

Last month, the IRGC Ground Force busted a 
group of terrorists in the region. The operation, 
which also involved the seizure of ammunition, 
weapons, and explosives, culminated in the 
deaths of two terrorists and the arrest of a third.

Two terrorists nabbed in Sistan-Baluchestan

In a note, the Iran newspaper discussed the 
imminent release of six billion dollars of Iranian 
assets in South Korea in exchange for the release 
of some American prisoners and said: This break-
through was the first result of the indirect nego-
tiations between Tehran and Washington to untie 
the knot of stalled talks for lifting negotiations. 
With the suspension of Robert Malley, who was a 
proponent of negotiations within the framework 
of the JCPOA, the Islamic Republic launched an ini-
tiative that for the first time the two sides crafted 
a step-by-step negotiation framework to pursue 
Iran’s main demands, especially on the issue of 
guarantees. Due to this initiative, the Biden ad-
ministration was forced to accept as the first step 
to unfreeze billions of dollars of Iranian assets in 
exchange for the release of a number of Ameri-
can prisoners and it entered the implementation 
phase. Following the publication of the news, the 
American political scene has witnessed a wide 
wave of reactions from politicians who strongly 
attacked Joe Biden and believed that Iran had re-
ceived a big concession. In a reaction, Mike Pence 
said: “While I welcome the release of 5 Americans, 
the American people should know that Presi-
dent Biden has paid Tehran the largest ransom in 
American history.”

Kayhan: Importance of Iran’s possible 
membership in BRICS

In an analysis, Kayhan addressed the impor-
tance of Iran’s possible membership in BRICS 
and said: the constructive approach of the 13th 
government (sitting Raisi administration) at the 
global stage, especially with non-Western eco-
nomic and political powers, has facilitated the 
path to joint new global economic and political 
alliances. Joining the BRICS group can help Iran 
lessen the “oppressive strategy” of the West in 
its maximum pressure on Iran for its nuclear 
program. In addition, according to most experts 
in international relations and international polit-
ical economy, as the American hegemony is being 
weakened and the non-Western world is on the 
rise, joining such blocs will help our country to 
find golden opportunities in terms of economic 
and political cooperation with other countries. A 
membership of Iran as the most important power 
in West Asia, which collectively has the largest oil 
and gas reserves, coupled with its geopolitical po-
sition, including its maritime and transit routes, 
can open new paths for economic cooperation.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Anger over Iran-US com-
promise on prisoner swap, release of funds

In a commentary, Vatan-e-Emrooz addressed 

the anger over an agreement between Iran and 
the Biden administration over the exchange 
of prisoners and release of the frozen Iranian 
assets in South Korea. It wrote: Tehran-Wash-
ington agreement to release the Iranian frozen 
assets has angered those opposed to Iran. The 
root of this anger lies in the fact that a signifi-
cant amount that is going to be released from 
the frozen assets of the Iranian people is a part of 
the wealth of the Iranian people that had become 
a source of income for anti-Iran individuals and 
groups. Therefore, with the release and return 
of a part of Iran’s property, the theft by the “riot 
movement” will lessen to a significant extent, and 
this issue has caused their anger. It should also be 
pointed out that the recent agreement between 
Iran and the United States, in the runup to the an-
niversary of the “Woman, Life, Freedom” riots, has 
undermined the hopes of the opposition move-
ment from its main supporter, and it shows that 
the project of isolating Iran, which was followed 
by anti-Iranian groups, has failed.

Siasat-e-Rooz: The struggle of Zionists to 
create division between Tehran and Riyadh

As Tehran and Riyadh are seeking to develop 
relations amid the intensifying U.S. naval move-
ments in the Persian Gulf in a Hollywood manner 
under the pretext of supporting allies, Israeli For-
eign Minister Eli Cohen has talked about Tel Aviv’s 
struggle to normalize relations with Saudi Arabia, 
Siasat-e-Rooz said in a commentary. 

The newspaper pointed to Cohen’s Tuesday 
remarks in which he said if the United States 
were to agree to a defense pact with Riyadh as 
part of a potential normalization deal between 
Saudi Arabia and Israel, it would reassure Arab 
nations on the southern shores of the Persian 
Gulf that they are protected from what he called 
“Iranian aggression” and rendering their nuclear 
ambitions “unnecessary.”

The leaders of the Zionist regime, who have 
been isolated due to changes in the regional de-
velopments have tried over the last few months 
to pretend that normalization with Arab nations, 
particularly Saudi Arabia, is being pursued. With 
his current insidious statements, Cohen tried to 
bring the reconciliation between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia into a deadlock by raising claims on be-
half of Saudi Arabia against Iran in order to di-
vide Riyadh and Tehran. These moves are taking 
place while Tehran is developing relations with 
Arab countries. For example, the ambassador of 
the Islamic Republic in Australia has met with his 
Egyptian counterpart to discuss bilateral issues.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Separating negotiations from JCPOA

From page 1   “illegally blocked” under the pre-
text of “overseas banks’ concerns about America’s 
oppressive sanctions.”

The statement added, “In addition to the un-
freezing of the financial resources that were 
illegally seized, safeguarding the rights of 
Iranians worldwide is a fundamental duty of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. As part of this 
commitment, the diplomatic apparatus has 
pursued the release of several innocent Iranian 
prisoners who have been unlawfully detained 
in the United States for years under false accu-
sations of circumventing American sanctions. 
The release of these prisoners will be realized 
in the near future.”

Iran continues full nuclear work: report

Meanwhile, an Iranian source has rejected a 
report by the Wall Street Journal that Iran has 
slowed down its nuclear work as part of a devel-
oping deal with the United States.

“The peaceful nuclear activities of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran are going on without inter-
ruption and based on the previous plans of the 
Atomic Energy Organization [of Iran] in all ar-
eas,” the source said.

The source added, “The strategic action plan of 
the Islamic Consultative Assembly (parliament) is 
being meticulously implemented.”

The law in question regulates Iranian nuclear 
activities and obligates the government to press 
ahead with the activities until U.S. sanctions on 
Iran are lifted. 

Earlier, the Wall Street Journal reported that 
“Iran has significantly slowed the pace at which 
it is accumulating near-weapons-grade enriched 
uranium and has diluted some of its stockpile.”

Iran has repeatedly denied that it’s seeking a 
nuclear weapon. 

No concessions

On Saturday, an Iranian lawmaker said that Iran 
did not make concessions to unfreeze its funds.

The lawmaker, Fada Hossein Maleki, a member 
of the parliament’s National Security and Foreign 
Policy Committee, said, “Now, the release of parts 
of Iran’s money that is blocked in Korea, America 
and other countries is being implemented with-
out taking into account making concessions.”

The U.S. also confirmed the agreement with 
Iran. Under the new agreement, Iran’s funds will 
be transferred from South Korea to Qatar. 

Iran also released four American prisoners and 
put them under house arrest. The prisoners are 
expected to leave Iran once Iran gains access to 
its funds in Qatar. 

Iran negates sanctions while resuming 
talks, Amir Abdollahian says 

Hezbollah chief, Iranian MPs discuss 
regional issues, closer cooperation



Iran runners-up at 
2023 FIVB Boys’ U19
TEHRAN – Iran lost to France 3-1 (25-22, 16-25, 

25-18, 25-21) in the final match of the 2023 FIVB 
Volleyball Boys’ U19 World Championship in San 
Juan, Argentina early Saturday. 

It was the France’s first volleyball world 
championship title for any age in either gender. They 
also had a youth bronze back in 2007.

Iran now single-handedly lead the all-time medal 
count in the competition with eight podiums: two 
gold, three silver and three bronze. For Korea, it was 
the third bronze overall, but the first since 1993.

Authoring all six of his team’s aces, Mathis Henno 
added two kill blocks and 10 spiking points to tally a 
match-high 18 points. Joris Seddik raised eight kill blocks 
towards a 16-point total, while Adrien Roure finished 
with 15 points, including four stuffs. Mohammadreza 
Alejalil was Iran’s leading scorer with 14 points.

The bronze medal match earlier on Friday was 
also resolved in four sets. Korea celebrated a 3-1 (25-
18, 25-19, 21-25, 25-23 victory over the U.S.

Yun Seojin led the Koreans with 17 points, 
including two kill blocks, followed by Lee Woojin 
with 15, while the U.S.’s Sterling Foley delivered the 
match high of 20 points.

Two Iranians on 
2023 FIVB U19 
Worlds Dream Team
TEHRAN - Armin Ghelichniazi and Morteza 

Tabatabaei from Iran were honored on the 2023 FIVB 
U19 World Championship Dream Team. 

Ghelichniazi and Tabatabaei were named as the 
Best Middle Blocker and Best Libero respectively. 

The Iranian duo helped their team win silver medal 
in the 2023 FIVB U19 World Championship.

The outside hitter and captain of new youth world 
titleholders France, Mathis Henno, was named the 
Most Valuable Player (MVP) of the competition in 
Argentina. The 1.93m-tall rising French star claimed 
the tournament’s highest individual recognition 
and also led a line-up of seven outstanding players 
who were honored on the symbolic U19 World 
Championship Dream Team during a memorable 
awarding ceremony after the final in San Juan:

Best Setter: Amir Tizi-Oualou (France)

Best Opposite: Thomas Pujol (France)

Best Outside Hitters: Mathis Henno (France) 
and Lee Woojin (Korea)

Best Middle Blockers: Joris Seddik (France) and 
Armin Ghelichniazi (Iran)

Best Libero:  Morteza Tabatabaei (Iran)

Fasihi, Taftian to 
represent Iran at 
Budapest 23
TEHRAN – Farzaneh Fasihi and Hassan Taftian 

will represent Iran in the 2023 World Athletics 
Championships.

Fasihi will compete at the women’s 100 meters, 
while Taftian participate at men’s 100 meters. 

The federation had previously said Taftian would 
not participate in the prestigious competition for 
failing to earn his quota.

The Championships are set to kick off on Aug.19, 
with more than 2,000 athletes from 200 countries 
vying for the top spots in Budapest, Hungary. 

Faraji takes silver 
at WTT Youth 
Contender Tunis
TEHRAN - Benyamin Faraji of Iran claimed a silver 

medal at the 2023 WTT (World Table Tennis) Youth 
Contender Tunis on Saturday. 

He lost to Wassim Essid from Tunisia 3-0 (11-5, 11-
4, 11-7) in the final match of the U-17 Boys Singles.

Faraji had defeated Belgian player Tom Closset 
3-2 and Samuel Arpas from Slovakia 3-2 en route to 
the final match.

The competition is being held in Tunis, Tunisia. 

Daei, Mahdavikia at 
all-time AFC Asian 
Cup Dream XI 
TEHRAN - With five months to go to the AFC 

Asian Cup Qatar 2023, the final all-time Dream XI 
for the AFC Asian Cup has been determined by the 
passionate fans of Asian football.

The formidable line-up was voted for out of a pool 
of 48 players who left their mark in the proud and 
storied history of the Continent’s most prestigious 
national team competition.

Voting opened on 12 July and ended on 30 
July of this year, with the final squad established 
based on the most highly voted players in each 
position, as well as the selections of a panel of 
Asian football experts.

 Fans voted for Saudi Arabia’s legendary 
goalkeeper Mohammed Al-Deayea as the top 
choice between the sticks for the competition’s 
Dream XI. Meanwhile, the defensive line consisted 
of four national and Continental icons: Japan’s 
Yuto Nagatomo and Yuji Nakazawa, Iran’s Mehdi 
Mahdavikia and Korea Republic’s Hong Myung-bo.

Fans also picked a stellar midfield comprising Korea 
Republic legend Park Ji-sung and Japan’s 2011 AFC 
Asian Cup winner Keisuke Honda, as well as 2000 and 
2004 AFC Asian Cup winner Shunsuke Nakamura.

 In the final third, fans selected three forwards 
who made a name for themselves in both Asian and 
global football throughout their journeys: Korea 
Republic star Son Heung-min, Iran’s beloved legend 
Ali Daei and 2015 AFC Asian Cup champion Tim Cahill.

 The fan whose squad best matches the final 
selected Dream XI will be contacted by the AFC to 
claim their prize: a trip with a companion to the 
opening match of the AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023™ 
between defending champions Qatar and Lebanon 
on 12 January 2024.

Here is the final AFC Asian Cup Dream XI:

 GOALKEEPER: Mohammed Al-Deayea (KSA)

 DEFENDERS: Yuto Nagatomo (JPN), Hong 
Myung-bo (KOR), Mehdi Mahdavikia (IRN), Yuji 
Nakazawa (JPN)

 MIDFIELDERS: Park Ji-sung (KOR), Keisuke 
Honda (JPN), Shunsuke Nakamura (JPN)

FORWARDS: Son Heung-min (KOR), Ali Daei 
(IRN), Tim Cahill (AUS)

 SUBSTITUTES: Mathew Ryan (AUS), Saleh 
Al Nuaimah (KSA), Nashat Akram (IRQ), Majed 
Abdullah (KSA)

Iran lose to 
Montenegro at 
Georgia’s tourney
TEHRAN – Iran national basketball team suffered 

a 81-66 loss against Montenegro at the Tbilisi 
International Cup in Tbilisi, Georgia on Saturday. 

Team Melli will face losers of Georgia and Jordan 
match on Sunday.

It was Hakan Demir’s fifth loss in charge of Iran, as 
the Persians had previously lost to Lebanon (twice) 
and Russia (twice).

Iran prepare for the 2023 FIBA Basketball World 
Cup, where they are drawn in Group G along with 
Spain, Brazil and Ivory Coast. 

Inter want to close 
deal for Taremi
TEHRAN - Inter Milan are hoping to wrap up a deal 

for Porto striker Mehdi Taremi in the next 72 hours.

In recent days, the Iranian international 
has emerged as the favorite candidate on the 
Nerazzurri’s shortlist.

The Italian giants have abandoned their pursuit 
of Arsenal youngster Folarin Balogun. The club has 
shifted its attention towards Taremi and Bologna 
veteran Marko Arnautovic.

According to Tuttosport via FcInterNews, Inter’s 
mission to sign Taremi remains complicated, but not 
impossible. As the source explains, Porto are now 
open to negotiating what would be a more lenient 
formula for the Italians.

While the Portuguese giants are still holding out 
for 30 million euros, they’re now willing to spread it 
in a more flexible formula, the report states.
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IRAN IN FOCUS
Exclusive: Inside U.S. efforts to foment 2022 unrest in Iran

Frome Page 1   With a long anti-Iran 
record, the Argentinian government reacted 
to the defense MOU between Iran and Bolivia. 
In this regard, the World Politics Review 
website, in a report on August 3 titled “Bolivia 
and Iran’s Defence Pact Sets Off Alarm Bells 
in Argentina,” addressed the Argentine 
government’s concerns regarding the import 
of Iranian drones by Bolivia. 

The report, written by Frida Ghitis, points 
to the challenges between Iranian and 
Argentinian governments in recent years 
by referring to the 1994 bombing of AMIA in 
Buenos Aires, in which Argentina baselessly 
blamed Iran.

Frida Ghitis, a columnist and analyst, 
investigated the issue Iran looks for 
in tightening relations with the leftist 
governments of Latin America. According to 
her, the agreement between Iran and Bolivia 
will increase the tension between Bolivia 
and Argentina. The report, highlighting the 
reaction of AMIA that represents Argentina’s 
large Jewish community, said, “The deal 
between Bolivia and Iran creates security 
risks for Argentina and the region and 
amounts to having your enemy next door to 
your house.”   

Oppositions of the Bolivian government 
have also reacted to Iran-Bolivia’s rising 
military relations. As per the report, Argentina 
considers the agreement a ‘security risk.’ 
Ultimately, the report points out that Latin 
America has become the arena of strategic 
competition between the U.S. and its global 
rivals and adversaries, with Iran’s push in the 
region having two elements: diplomatic and 

military.    

In recent years, Iran’s military cooperation 
with other countries has prompted reactions 
from the United States and its allies due to 
fear of Iran’s increasing global influence. 
Despite efforts to isolate Iran through 
economic and political pressure, Iran can 
now sign defense MOUs and export weapons, 
giving it a significant role in international 
politics. As a result, the U.S. policy to isolate 
Iran has failed.

Iran’s growing influence causes a lot of 
reactions, especially in the case of Latin 
America, which Americans consider as their 
backyard. Iran tries to defend its national 
security by growing its influence in the 
traditional spheres of the United States, 
such as Latin America. On the other hand, 
Washington perceives Iran’s growing ties 
with Latin American governments as a threat 
to its national security.      

In addition, Iran’s entry into the military 
weapons export market challenges the 
monopoly of a few countries. The United 
States seeks to prevent Iran from becoming 
a world power by blocking its entry into 
exclusive fields such as the world nuclear 
club, Advanced Countries in Space Technology, 
and exporters of advanced military weapons. 

Iran is expanding its global reach to achieve 
economic, security, and strategic goals by 
exporting weapons and providing military 
support to its allies. It aims to counterbalance 
the long-standing U.S. support for right-
wing governments in Latin America, causing 
a severe imbalance against the region’s 
underprivileged nations. Iran’s growing 

influence will reduce political pressure 
against Tehran and change the situation in 
favor of the countries opposed to the U.S. 
policies.

Argentina’s concern about the Iran-Bolivia 
defense cooperation is highlighted in the 
report while it had tried to import advanced 
drones from Israel before Bolivia’s attempt to 
sign defense cooperation with Iran. Last year, 
Argentina purchased Israeli kamikaze drones, 
which were the first appearance of Israeli 
drones in Latin America, causing concerns for 
its neighbors. Other Latin American countries 
also imported military weapons from Israel.   

Iranian weapons will protect Bolivia against 
the growing threats from some neighbors. 
Although Iran and Bolivia announced that drones 
are used only for patrolling borders and fighting 
against drug traffickers, Iran and Bolivia’s 
cooperation can be extended to other areas. 

Bolivia faced a U.S.-backed coup in 2019; 
Shortly after the coup, with the Movement 
Toward Socialism political party (MAS), Bolivia 
again tried to cement its relations with Iran. 
Tehran-La Paz’s defense cooperation is part 
of Iran’s effort to change the global balance 
of power. A situation that the United States 
cannot prevent due to its critical situation.   

Iran-Bolivia military ties: Concerns about the rise of Iran’s influence 

Frome Page 1   “If the Canadian 
government authorizes MKO’s 
stay here I don’t think I would 
feel safe,” said Sara, a 56- year-
old Iranian, who has been living 
in Toronto for 20 years. “I still 
remember how they callously 
tortured an innocent teenage 
boy to death. My kids are around 
the same age, what if they decide 
to take revenge on Iranians that 
haven’t been supporting their 
terror acts against the Islamic 
Republic? What if they do the 
same to my children?”

According to official Canadian 
data, there is a population of more 
than 200,000 Iranians living 
in Canada. Avenge jitters are 
growing among the population 
as people can still remember 
the harrowing crimes of the 
MKO like it happened yesterday. 
The ones that have shaken Sara 
particularly date back to the 80s. 

On July 13, 1982, a series of 
inhumane and cruel crimes 
of the MKO were accidentally 
unraveled. The group had decided 
to identify people working 
for the Iranian government, 
abduct them and then torture 
them to gain information. They 
wanted to know how 80% of 

their hideouts had been found 
by Iran’s intelligence forces. The 
operation dubbed Amaliat-e-
Mohandesi was discovered when 
an MKO member was arrested 
while trying to steal a car. When 
police officers detained Khosrow 
Zandi, they had no idea they 
would figure out the horrific 
details of the tortures that were 
being carried out by the MKO. 
Zandi ended up spilling the beans 
about his group’s sadistic tactics 
which were almost unheard of at 
the time. 

MKO members abducted a 
total of five people; two IRGC 
members, a teacher, a shoemaker, 
and a 16-year-old teenage boy. 
All five people were horrendously 
killed by the group.

How did MKO torture its 
victims?

Zandi’s arrest led to the 
detention of the MKO members 
responsible for carrying out the 
infamous operation. It took two 
years to find all the slain bodies 
and get full information on the 
dreadful crimes. One of the 
terrorists who was the kingpin 
of the operation was Mehran 
Asdaghi, who provided security 
forces with some of the most 

horrifying details of the tortures.

Asdaghi claimed that a 25-year-
old victim named Mohsen Jalili 
was the most intensely tortured 
as the group was sure he was 
an IRGC member. After Mohsen 
was abducted from the streets, 
he was immediately tied to a 
chair by metal chains. Once on 
the chair, the young victim was 
whipped until blisters covered 
his whole body. Then he was put 
on the ground and beaten by 
a thick cable cord on the same 
spots. Mohsen did not give away 
any information so the terrorists 
bandaged his wounds to repeat 
the same routine the next day.  

“Mohsen wouldn’t budge so I 
had to resort to other methods. 
I usually got boiling water and 
poured it on his blisters. Then 
I moved to pouring the boiling 
water on his face and neck. When 
that did not work either, another 
member told me to bring an 
iron and we put the iron on his 
body. We stopped When Mohsen 
passed out from the pain and 
started again once he woke up,” 
said Asdaghi when in detention. 
“There was not a single spot on 
his body that wasn’t bleeding. 
His body started to swell up like 

cooked meat after pouring boiling 
water on him so many times and 
the whole room smelled like 
something was burning.”

Asdaghi’s appalling story only 
gets worse: “All that torturing 
wasn’t working. Another 
member brought a metal stick 
and started hitting Mohsen’s 
face. All his teeth got shattered. 
He also started scarring Mohsen 
with a sharp knife to the point 
that blood started spouting 
out”. Mohsen was also raped 
repeatedly by the MKO terrorists. 
He eventually died after he was 
injected with cyanide and his 
lifeless body was wrapped up by 
a rope and disposed of in Tehran’s 
outskirts.

Canadian authorities and other 
Western officials who have been 
colluding with the MKO to topple 
the Islamic Republic system seem 
to have forgotten about all these 
acts. The West disregards MKO’s 
numerous crimes and supports 
the group while claiming to be a 
defender of human rights. Now 
these countries are also putting 
their own citizens in danger 
by giving shelter to terrorists 
who have absolutely no moral 
compass.  

Canadians! Have you heard anything about “Mohandesi” operation?

Frome Page 1   It was prepared 
by the U.S. State Department and 
sent to other agencies such as the 
U.S. National Security Council. 

The document outlines four 
broad sections for action against 
Iran, with each one including 
many subsections. The document 
proposes that the National Security 
Council take on a coordinative 
role in terms of convening small, 
regular sessions at the level of 
undersecretaries, channeling Iran-
related intelligence, improving 
inter-agency work, and briefing 
President Biden on “protests” in 
Iran on a daily basis.

A major part of the document 
addresses how the U.S. should 
support “protestors” in Iran all 
while increasing sanctions on Iran 
and isolating it internationally. 

Unlike what many may think, 
this support is not just in the form 
of tweets or statements. It far 
exceeds the conventional ways 
of expressing support for alleged 
freedom-seeking protestors. The 
document includes instructions 
for the Biden administration to 
tap into U.S. intelligence muscles 

by leaking certain intelligence 
obtained through U.S. spy agencies 
to help embolden the so-called 
protestors. The instructions go 
so far as to nudge the U.S. into 
targeting Iran’s command and 
control systems to cripple the 
country’s cyber capabilities. 

The much-discussed smuggling 
of Starlink satellite Internet 
terminals is mentioned in detail in 
the document, which also includes 
not-previously-reported efforts by 
the U.S. to provide people in Iran 
with VPNs in a bid to get around 

internet restrictions. 

The U.S. meddlesome efforts 
are not limited to improving 
access to news and information, 
according to the document, but it 
also includes financial support for 
those involved in unrest such as 
setting up strike funds. 

Another part of the document 
addresses the need to further 
heap further sanctions on Iranian 
officials on the pretext of violating 
human rights. The document calls 
for human rights sanctions on 

high-level Iranian officials. 

It also includes multilateral 
efforts to isolate Iran in 
international organizations in 
close collaboration with European 
allies. 

The document expresses 
dissatisfaction with Iran’s 
membership in the UN Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW). 
This part of the strategy was 
implemented in December 2022, 
when the U.S. spearheaded 
efforts to remove Iran from the 
Commission. 

All in all, the document is another 
piece of evidence of how the U.S. 
interfered in Iran’s internal affairs 
at a time when it was calling for 
nuclear negotiations with Tehran. 

While the 2022 unrest faded 
away long ago, the Biden 
administration apparently 
continues its efforts to destabilize 
Iran. Recently, Iranian media 
reported that the U.S. offered that 
the Taliban cause insecurity in Iran 
in exchange for getting their frozen 
funds in the U.S. If true, this proves 
that the U.S. strategy to destabilize 
Iran has not been put on the shelf. 

Crazy Scheme 



TEHRAN - Iran produced 2.828 million barrels 
per day (bpd) of crude oil in July, registering an 
86,000-bpd increase compared to the previous 
month, according to OPEC’s latest monthly 
report published on August 10.

Based on secondary sources, Iran produced 
2.760 million bpd of crude oil in June.

The Islamic Republic’s average crude output 
for the second quarter of 2023 stood at 2.694 
million bpd indicating a 123,000-bpd increase 
compared to the figure for the first quarter of 
the year, the report said.

The report put the average Iranian crude 
output for 2022 at 2.554 million bpd, while the 
average output in 2021 was 2.392 million bpd.

These statistics show that although with the 
re-imposition of the U.S. sanctions, Iran’s oil 
production decreased; gradually the country has 
been able to compensate for part of the output 
decline and increase production significantly.

Iran now occupies the fourth place among 
OPEC members in terms of production, following 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).

The country’s heavy crude oil price also 
increased by $6.15 in July, to register an 8.2 
percent rise compared to the previous month, 
according to the OPEC report.

Iran sold its heavy crude oil at $81.48 per 

barrel in the mentioned month, compared to 
June’s $75.33 per barrel.

The country’s average heavy crude price 
was $79.84 since the beginning of 2023 up to 
the report’s publishing date, in comparison to 
$105.49 in the previous year’s same period.

Back in June, Bloomberg reported that the 
production and export of Iranian oil in 2023 have 
reached record highs since the country came 
under U.S. sanctions more than five years ago.

The report published in late June stated that 
Iran was shipping the highest amount of crude in 
almost five years despite U.S. sanctions.

Bloomberg cited energy analysts as saying 
that Iran’s oil exports have surged to the highest 
level since the U.S. unilaterally re-imposed 
sanctions on the country in 2018.

A Reuters report, also said in June, that Iranian 
crude shipments continued to rise in 2023 with 
higher shipments to China, Syria, and Venezuela. 
The report quoted consultants, shipping data, 
and a source familiar with the matter.

A large chunk of Iran’s crude oil goes to China 
which is the world’s major importer of energy. 
Several European customers including Germany, 
Spain, and Bulgaria also imported oil from Iran.

Iran has not released official figures about its 
oil exports over the past years amid efforts to 
evade Washington’s illegal sanctions.

TEHRAN – The managing director of Iran’s 
National Petrochemical Company (NPC) has 
said petrochemical complexes and investors 
can benefit from discounts on feedstock by 
diversifying their output and completing the 
industry’s value chain, Shana reported.

“Companies and investors can benefit from 
the feed discount by developing the value chain 
of their products to create a safer profit margin 
for themselves,” Morteza Shahmirzaei said on 
Friday on the sidelines of a visit to a petrochemical 
project in Ardebil Province.

Emphasizing NPC’s full support for investors 
and companies in line with the company’s 
grand strategy of completing the value chain, 
he reminded: “One of the capacities that the 
government has foreseen in the draft of the 
seventh five-year National Development Plan for 
the development of the petrochemical industry is 
feed discount.”

He stated that methanol-producing units 
across the country will enjoy up to 30 percent 
discount on the delivered feed unconditionally 
on the condition of completing their value chain, 
saying: “Petrochemical project investors can also 
benefit from 20 to 30 percent feed discount in 
proportion to the amount of investment.”

According to the official, the development of 
downstream industries, increasing added value, 
job creation, diversifying export product portfolio, 
and improvement of the level of economic and 
social welfare of the society are among the 
most important goals of the NPC’s strategy for 
completing the country’s petrochemical industry 
chain.

Earlier this month, Shahmirzaei said that the 
petrochemical industry is the top industry in 
terms of revenue generation for the country.

“Increasing the production of the petrochemical 
industry means increasing exports and, as a 
result, earning more revenues for the country 
and no other industry has had the role that the 
petrochemical industry has played in earning 
foreign currency for the country, especially under 
sanctions,” the NPC head said.

Referring to the upcoming Iran Plast 
International Exhibition, the official called on all 
private companies active in the petrochemical 
industry to have an active presence in the 
exhibition, saying that the active participation of 
the state-run and private sectors in the Iran Plast 
exhibition can be considered as a successful model 
and a promising example of the petrochemical 
industry’s economic impact.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 47,313 points to 
1.989 million on Saturday (the first day of Iranian 
calendar week).

As reported, over 6.992 billion securities worth 
49.65 trillion rials (about $101.3 million) were 
traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. The other three ones 
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter 
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

A stock market analyst has said the market is 
expected to follow an upward trend in the summer 

and will continue to improve by the end of the 
season.

“There does not seem to be any new news in 
the field of foreign policy that can have a negative 
impact on the market, but what should be 
considered is the volume and value of transactions, 
which are now affected by the country’s economic 
conditions,” Ali Jebel-Ameli said.

According to Jebel-Ameli, considering the 
current market conditions, if there are no new 
systematic risks and the government also applies 
restrictions such as transaction tax and capital 
gains tax in parallel markets, the capital market 
will be considered a better place for investment 
and consequently, people will return to the market.

From page 1   showing 2.2 
percent growth year on year, 
adding that container sector saw 
a growth of five percent as well.

Nearly 260 million tons of 
commodities have been loaded 
and unloaded at the ports of 
Iran during the past two year, 
he announced, and stated that 
32,000 vessels have entered the 
country’s ports in the current 
year.

The official also underlined 
the issue of maritime economy, 
and said that the studies related 
to the maritime economy 
comprehensive plan have been 
started 6-7 months ago.

According to the PMO head, 
this organization has been 
named as the body in charge of 
realizing the country’s maritime 
economy goals.

In this regard, the parliament 
has also prepared the necessary 
legal basis in the maritime 
sector to increase the share of 
the sea economy in the country’s 
economic growth, he said.

While Iran is combating the 
U.S. unilateral sanctions on its 
economy, the country’s ports as 
the major gates of exports and 

imports play a significant role in 
this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more 
development of them serious 
and vital.

Such necessity has led the 
government to define projects 
for more development of the 
ports and also take some 
measures to encourage 

investment making in ports, 
in addition to facilitating the 
loading and unloading of goods, 
especially basic commodities, 
there.

It is worth mentioning that 
Iran’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization has defined a high 
number of projects to develop 
and improve the country’s ports, 

as the country aims to double the 
capacity of its ports in the course 
of five years.

According to the PMO, the 
capacity of the country’s ports 
has increased from 180 million 
tons in the Iranian calendar year 
1392 (ended in March 2014) to 
250 million tons in 1399 (ended 
in March 2021).

TEHRAN – Iranian Energy 
Ministry’s Spokesman for 
Electricity Industry Mostafa 
Rajabi Mashhadi said on Saturday 
that electricity consumption 
since the beginning of the 

current summer season (June 
22) increased by 6.5 percent 
compared to the previous year’s 
same period.

Stating that the electricity 
industry is passing the hottest 

days of the year and consumption 
demand is high, Rajabi Mashhadi 
said: “The electricity demand 
is predicted to reach 72,500 
megawatts, which is a very high 
figure.”

He called on all subscribers 
to manage their consumption in 
order to pass through the peak 
summer demand period without 
any outages.

Back in July, Rajabi Mashhadi 
predicted peak electricity 
consumption in Iran to surpass 
72,500 megawatts (MW) in the 
summer due to the increasing 
temperature across the country.

The official also announced the 
launch of the Energy Ministry’s 
new program based on which all 
subscribers whose consumption 

is less than the figure for their 
previous year’s same period will 
be rewarded with discounts on 
their electricity bills.

Earlier that month, Iranian 
Energy Minister Ali-Akbar 
Mehrabian said the electricity 
consumption in the country 
broke the last year’s record by 
more than 3,000 MW this year.

“The amount of electricity 
consumption has been 6,000 
megawatts more than the same 
period last year and 3,000 
megawatts more than last year’s 
record,” the minister said.

Mehrabian said the 
consumption is expected to 
increase even further as the 
temperature is foreseen to go 
higher.

TEHRAN - The production index of Iranian 
industrial companies active in the stock 
market has grown 9.2 percent in the fourth 
Iranian calendar month of Tir (June 22-July 
22) as compared to the figure for the same 
month in the previous year.

Based on the data released by the Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI) Monetary and Banking 
Research Institute, companies active in the 
stock market account for 59 percent of the 
country’s total industrial production, Fars 

News Agency reported.

As reported, the production index of the 
mentioned companies in the first quarter 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-June 21) also increased by 5.4 percent as 
compared to the same period in the previous 
year.

The sales index of the mentioned companies 
also grew 4.3 percent in the mentioned three 
months, year on year.

Based on the data released by the Iranian 
Parliament Research Center (IPRC), the 
mentioned index also increased by 2.2 
percent in the third Iranian calendar month 
of Khordad (ended on June 21) in comparison 
to the same month last year.

According to the IPRC, electrical 
equipment, medicine, pharmaceutical, and 
metal products companies had the highest 
production growth in the first quarter of the 
current year

TEHRAN- Iran’s export of sponge iron 
registered a record high of 249.4 percent in 
growth during the first four months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-July 
22), as compared to the same period of time 
in the past year, the Iranian Steel Producers 
Association (ISPA) announced.

The ISPA reported that the country 
exported 580,000 tons of the product in the 
first four months of the present year, while 
the figure was about 166,000 tons in the 
four-month period of the previous year.

Direct reduced iron (DRI), also 
called sponge iron, is produced from the 
direct reduction of iron ore (in the form of 
lumps, pellets, or fines) into iron by reducing 
gas or elemental carbon produced from 
natural gas or coal. Many ores are suitable 
for direct reduction.

While Iran is fighting the U.S. severe 
sanctions on its economy, and the country’s 
different industrial and economic sectors 
have been affected by the limitations and 
difficulties caused by the sanctions condition, 
the country’s mining sector is moving forward 
noticeably, overcoming such barriers.

Among the mining sector’s different 
products, sponge iron is an outstanding 
example, as the production of this item is 
rising more and more in the country.

Iranian Mines and Mining Industries 
Development and Renovation Organization 
(IMIDRO), Iran’s largest metals and mining 
holding, has stated that one of the most 
important reasons for the increase in sponge 
iron production in Iran is the establishment 
of new sponge iron plants, adding that in 
recent years, with its new strategy and with 
the participation of the private sector, the 
organization has been able to launch several 
projects to produce sponge iron.

Meanwhile, last July, IMIDRO reported 
that Iran’s Mines and Metals Company (MME) 
has established China’s first gas-based 
sponge iron production unit using the Persian 
Direct Reduction (PERED) technology.

“As the world’s first manufacturer of gas-
based sponge iron, Iran is now transferring 
the technology to the world’s biggest steel 
producer”, IMIDRO announced at the time.

The deal for the construction of the first 
gas-based sponge iron plant was concluded 

between China’s CSTM Company and MME 
Company from Iran as the license owner of 
PERED technology.

With a capacity of 300,000 tons, the plant 
has been launched in China’s Taiyuan city.

PERED is a new technology for producing 
sponge iron using natural gas as fuel, which 
according to MME is a masterwork of the 
Iranian steel industry and is more efficient 
and effective in all respects such as the 
degree of metallization of the product, fuel 
consumption, operating costs and ease of 
operation compared to similar technologies.

This technology is already being used in 
several production units across Iran including 
Shadegan Steel, Miyaneh Steel, Neyriz Steel, 
and Baft Steel companies.

The main difference of the PERED 
technology with other technologies is the 
high and tangible quality of the sponge 
iron metallization, which has been reached 
above 95 percent on the initial day. In other 
technologies, however, it is very difficult to 
achieve a degree of metallization above 95 
percent during the first months of a unit’s 
operation.
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NPC offering petchem complexes 
discount on feedstock to diversify output

TEDPIX drops 47,000 points on Saturday

Iran’s July oil output rises 68,000  
bpd: OPEC

Summer electricity consumption up 6.5% on year

Monthly production of industrial companies active  
in stock market up 9.2% yr/yr

Sponge iron export registered record  
high of 249% growth

49 service vessels worth €134m being 
built relying on domestic capabilities
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Moscow warns 
ECOWAS not to 
take military 
action in Niger
Russia has warned that military intervention in 

Niger would lead to a “protracted confrontation” 
after the regional bloc ECOWAS said it would 
assemble a standby force.

Such an intervention would destabilize the Sahel 
region as a whole, the Russian foreign ministry said.

Russia does not formally back the coup.

But the US, which backs efforts to restore 
deposed leader Mohamed Bazoum, says its Wagner 
mercenary group is taking advantage of the 
instability.

On Friday, coup supporters, some waving Russian 
flags, protested at a French military base near the 
capital Niamey, some chanting “Down with France, 
down with ECOWAS.”

Both France and the US operate military bases in 
Niger, and they have been used to launch operations 
against jihadist groups in the wider region.

Military officials from ECOWAS countries were 
reportedly set to meet on Saturday to draft plans for 
a military intervention.

The bloc has said it remains open to finding 
a diplomatic solution to the crisis, but Nigeria’s 
President Bola Tinubu said on Thursday that “No 
option is taken off the table, including the use of 
force as a last resort.”

The US has not explicitly backed military action but 
has called on the junta to step aside and allow the 
restoration of the country’s democratic constitution.

Britain voiced support Friday for diplomatic 
efforts by regional countries to resolve the crisis in 
Niger after a coup overthrew the civilian government.

“The United Kingdom supports the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in 
calling for the restoration of constitutional order 
and democracy in Niger,” the Foreign Office said in a 
statement.

The Niger junta has not responded to the latest 
statements from ECOWAS leaders.

Maui wildfires death 
toll rises to 80 
The death toll from the devastating wildfires in 

Maui, Hawaii has reached 80 as more evacuations 
are underway in the western area of Kaanapali.

The latest in a string of fires that have ravaged 
parts of the island triggered the evacuation of the 
community in Kaanapali on Friday night, the Maui 
Police Department announced on social media.

In a late evening statement on Friday, Maui County 
said that the death toll on the island had risen to 80, 
with officials believing the wildfires could end up 
being the deadliest disaster in the state’s history. 
Earlier that day, it said 14,900 visitors left Maui by 
air Thursday.

Cadaver-sniffing dogs were deployed to search 
for the dead, Maui County Mayor Richard Bissen Jr. 
said, with Gov. Josh Green previously warning the 
death toll would likely rise as search and rescue 
operations continue.

Many fire survivors said they did not hear any 
sirens or receive a warning giving them enough 
time to prepare, realising they were in danger only 
when they saw flames or heard explosions. Officials 
sent alerts to mobile phones, televisions and radio 
stations, but widespread power and cellular outages 
may have limited their reach.

Taiwan vice 
president heads 
to US on sensitive 
trip
Taiwan Vice President William Lai has left 

for a sensitive trip to the United States, which 
China has condemned and Taiwanese officials 
fear could prompt more Chinese military activity 
around the governed island.

Lai, the frontrunner to become Taiwan’s 
president in elections in January, is officially 
making only transit stops in the United States on 
his way to and from Paraguay for the swearing-
in of its president.

Speaking to reporters on Saturday at Taiwan’s 
main international airport at Taoyuan, Lai made only 
fleeting mention of the US part of his trip, simply 
noting he was going to New York first.

He said he would use the Paraguay visit not only to 
deepen ties with that country but also to have “self-
confident” exchanges with other countries and meet 
with delegations from like-minded partners.

This will “let the international community 
understand that Taiwan is a country that adheres to 
democracy, freedom and human rights, and actively 
participates in international affairs”, Lai added.

Taipei and Washington say such stopovers are 
routine and no cause for China to take “provocative” 
actions.

5 UN staff members 
kidnapped in Yemen 
last year released
The United Nations says five staff members 

who were kidnapped in Yemen 18 months ago have 
walked free. In a brief statement on Friday, Farhan 
Haq, deputy spokesman for UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, said all “available information 
suggests that all five colleagues are in good health.”

“The Secretary-General is profoundly relieved 
that their ordeal and the anxiety of their families and 
friends have finally come to an end,” said Haq.

“The Secretary-General reiterates that kidnapping 
is an inhumane and unjustifiable crime and calls for 
the perpetrators to be held accountable. He also 
expresses his solidarity with other people still held 
against their will in Yemen.”

Haq said the freed men were Akm Sufiul Anam, 
Mazen Bawazir, Bakeel al-Mahdi, Mohammed al-
Mulaiki and Khaled Mokhtar Sheikh. All worked for 
the UN Department of Security and Safety.

The identity of the kidnappers was not revealed.

In February 2022, suspected al-Qaeda fighters 
abducted five UN workers in southern Yemen’s 
Abyan province, Yemeni officials told The Associated 
Press news agency at the time.

When asked about the abduction then, Guterres’s 
lead spokesman, Stephane Dujarric, said, “We are 
aware of this case, but for obvious reasons, we are 
not commenting.”

Jordan king approves 
a bill to criminalize 
online speech
The King of Jordan approved a bill Saturday to 

punish online speech deemed harmful to national 
unity, according to the Jordanian state news agency, 
legislation that has drawn accusations from human 
rights groups of a crackdown on free expression in a 
country where censorship is on the rise.

The measure makes certain online posts 
punishable with months of prison time and 
fines. These include comments “promoting, 
instigating, aiding, or inciting immorality,” 
demonstrating “contempt for religion” or 
“undermining national unity.”

It also punishes those who publish names or 
pictures of police officers online and outlaws certain 
methods of maintaining online anonymity.

With the approval of King Abdullah II, the 
bill now becomes law — set to take effect 
one month after it is published in the state 
newspaper, Al-Rai. The newspaper is expected 
to publish the law on Sunday.

After amending the bill to allow judges to choose 
between imposing prison time and fines, rather than 
ordering combined penalties, the Senate passed 
the bill Tuesday, Jordan’s state-run news agency 
reported. The measure was passed by Jordan’s lower 
house of parliament in July.

Lawmakers have argued that the measure, which 
amends a 2015 cybercrime law, is necessary to 
punish blackmailers and online attackers.

But opposition lawmakers and human rights 
groups caution that the new law will expand state 
control over social media, hamper free access to 
information and penalize anti-government speech.

A coalition of 14 human rights groups, 
including Human Rights Watch, has called the 
law “draconian.” The groups say “vague provisions 
open the door for Jordan’s executive branch to 
punish individuals for exercising their right to 
freedom of expression, forcing the judges to 
convict citizens in most cases.”

WORLD HEADLINES

From page 1   First, what confirms the 
accuracy of what has been stated in the Hezbollah 
Media Relations Office’s statement are the 
video clips that have gone viral on social media. 
These clips reveal who deliberately contrived 
the accident after they discovered that the truck 
belong to the Resistance and was loaded with 
boxes of weapons and ammunition.

It is remarkable that Al-Kahala’s partisan 
forces have deliberately attacked the Hezbollah 
members assigned to protect the truck, as if 
they are mandated by their superiors to lure 
the Resistance to respond in kind, despite 
knowing that the Resistance members cannot 
be complacent even by an iota in carrying out a 
mission they are assigned to.

Secondly, there is no doubt that Lebanon today, 
and in general the region, is witnessing very 
precarious conditions, as speculation abounds 
regarding the possibility of a confrontation with 
the temporary occupation entity, especially after 
what happened at the border with the occupied 
Palestinian territories, in the Kfar Shuba hills, the 
Shebaa farms, and the occupied town of Ghajar.

This means that the intentions of the 
perpetrators of the Al-Kahala incident, who tried to 
lure Hezbollah into a wide internal strife, coincide 

with the Israeli enemy’s endeavors and hostile 
intentions. That is, those anti-Resistance forces 
wanted to exploit the incident to point out that the 
Resistance possesses missiles and weapons. This 
is consistent with the continuous Zionist regime’s 
attacks carried out against Syria as part of the 
temporary entity’s strategy known as the “The 
War Between the Wars” to target and weaken the 
Resistance’s deterrent arsenal.

Also in timing, the Al-Kahala attack coincides 
with the relentless American attempts to cut off 
the land route between Iraq and Syria. This road 
constitutes a logistical artery for the supplies of 
the military resistance as if Al-Kahala’s bandits 
are calculatingly tasked with carrying out the 
same inimical task.

Thirdly, there are anti-Resistance figures among 
Lebanese parties who openly and on a daily basis 
declare their animosity to the Resistance, even if 
the matter requires luring Lebanon in light of the 
circumstances surrounding it, such as a presidential 
vacancy and others, into an internal discord.

For that reason, we thank Allah that the incident 
ended with minimal human losses, only because 
the Resistance has provided a moral model in 
fighting that the warlords of civil war fail to 
present in similar circumstances. Unfortunately, 
the Resistance has intimated and assaulted, but it 
has shown the highest levels of moral and patriotic 
ethics just in order to avoid internal strife from 
which no one would escape.

The only unceasing fact is that Tel Aviv 
and Washington are the frontrunners of that 
previously-planned strife, as guaranteeing the 
Zionist entity’s security is a primary interest 
for Washington. The successive American 
administrations have always sought to prepare 
the ground for large-scale Zionist regime’s 
military aggressions with the primary aim of 
weakening the Resistance and turning back the 
clock in a way that would secure the continuity of 
its hegemony and subjecting its sluggish puppet 
regimes to guard its fierce Zionist “dog”.

Al-Kahala’s seditious plot thwarted by the Resistance’s wise leadership

From page 1   intervention 
would be a “declaration of war” on 
their countries as well. 

The prospect of a military 
intervention in Niger, a fragile 
nation that ranks among the 
world’s poorest, has also sparked 
differing opinions from within 
ECOWAS and warnings from 
neighboring Algeria as well as 
Russia.

On Friday, the 15-member 
divided West African bloc moved 
ahead with its planned armed 
measures, the exact details of 
which are not yet clear although 
it has not given up on the hope of 
a peaceful resolution to the crisis. 

An official statement, which 
included a resolution, called on the 
bloc’s defense chiefs to “activate 
the ECOWAS Standby Force with 
all its elements immediately”. 

Another resolution spoke of 
ordering “the deployment of 
the ECOWAS Standby Force to 
restore constitutional order in 
the Republic of Niger”. This was 
quickly followed by another that 
spoke of restoring such order 
“through peaceful means”.

While ECOWAS leaders have 
declared that all options are on 
the table, Ivory Coast’s President 
Alassane Ouattara has struck 
a more hawkish tone saying 
ECOWAS has approved the 
deployment of a “standby force 
to restore constitutional order” 
in Niger and that the intervention 
will take place as soon as possible. 

ECOWAS has yet to officially 
provide any information on the 
force to be deployed, how it 
would be funded, the timetable 
for action, which countries would 
participate, or how many troops 
and what hardware they could 
contribute against the military 
officers who seized control of 
Niger and placed Mohamed 
Bazoum, the President, under 
house arrest.

But on his return to Ivory Coast 
from an emergency summit 
in Nigeria’s capital Abuja on 
Thursday, Ouattara said that “the 
Chiefs of Staff will have other 
conferences to finalise things but 
they have the agreement of the 
Conference of Heads of State for 
the operation to start as soon as 
possible.”

According to reports citing 
Ouattara, Ivory Coast will offer a 
battalion of 850 to 1,100 soldiers 
alongside troops from Nigeria 
and Benin with other countries 
also participating. 

“We are determined to 
restore President Bazoum to his 
functions,” he vowed. 

Earlier, in Abuja, ECOWAS 
Commission President Omar 
Touray had announced the 

mobilization of the bloc’s force.

Analysts have pointed out 
that this mobilization, with the 
required combat readiness, would 
need weeks to assemble. 

In a statement issued on 
Thursday, U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken praised the 
“determination of ECOWAS to 
explore all options”.

Blinken also told reporters 
earlier on Thursday that the bloc 
was “playing a key role in making 
clear the imperative of a return 
to constitutional order, and we 
very much support ECOWAS’ 
leadership and work on this.”

Former colonial power France 
has pledged to provide its “full 
support to all the conclusions” 
ECOWAS reached, the French 
Foreign Ministry said.

Despite the threat of a conflict 
breaking out, Niger’s new military 
rulers have moved to consolidate 
their power and highlighted 
further defiance by appointing a 
new government.

The 21-member cabinet will 
be headed by a civilian Prime 
Minister, Ali Mahaman Lamine 
Zeine, with generals from the new 
military governing council placed 
in charge of the defense and 
interior ministries.

In Abuja, Nigeria’s President 
Bola Tinubu, who chaired the 
emergency meeting, said, “All 
is not lost yet” for a “peaceful 
solution, as a roadmap to restore 
democracy and stability”.

But he added that “no option is 
taken off the table, including the 
use of force as a last resort.”

The bloc has pledged to enforce 
sanctions, travel bans, and asset 
freezes on those preventing the 
return to power of Bazoum.

Before the closed-door talks, 
Tinubu had insisted that “we 
prioritise diplomatic negotiations 
and dialogue as the bedrock of 
our approach”.

Also, before the second 
emergency ECOWAS summit 
in as many weeks, Tinubu 
acknowledged that imposing “the 
seven-day ultimatum we issued 
during the first summit has not 
yielded the desired outcome.”

“We must engage all parties 
involved, including the coup 
leaders, in earnest discussions 
to convince them to relinquish 
power and reinstate President 
Bazoum,” Tinubu added.

West African states in the Sahel 
region are battling extremist 
militancy that erupted in northern 
Mali in 2012, spread to Niger and 
Burkina Faso in 2015, and is now 
causing tension in states on the 
Gulf of Guinea.

Mali and Burkina Faso have 
already forced French forces out 
of their soil, denouncing France 
for fueling insecurity among their 
people, an accusation that Paris 
has rejected. 

Niger made similar accusations 
against former colonial power 
France as well as the United 
States. 

Both Western states have major 
military bases as well as troops 
stationed in Niger under the 
pretext of combating militants. 

Critics accuse the U.S. and 
France of trying to cling on 
to Niger because it is a major 
uranium producer (a crucial 
material for nuclear power), while 
also attempting to halt the shift 
of neighboring states swinging to 
Russia for support. 

The threat of an invasion has 
raised fears of a similar scenario 
to that of Libya, with broader 
fighting that could drag on for 
many years and at the same time 
slip into a dire humanitarian crisis. 

Views on the ground in Niger 
In Niger’s capital Niamey there 

appears to be a mixed feeling 
of defiance, anger and calls for 
dialogue. 

Speaking to Reuters, civil 

society activist Ibrahim Bana said, 
“We must call this intervention 
what it is: an aggression against 
our people. No ECOWAS text 
authorizes Heads of State to 
decide to send troops into a 
member country for any reason 
whatsoever.”

Another civil society activist 
Gamatche Moumouni said, 
“ECOWAS needs to understand 
what the people of the various 
member countries expect of it. 
What is expected of ECOWAS is to 
attack the causes of coups d’état, 
not the consequences.”

A Niamey resident, Amadou 
Moussa, believes that “ECOWAS 
should seek to unite, not wage 
war against us.”

A banker, Oluwadamilola 
Ijamayowa, wants dialogue. 
“Let’s come to the round table 
and talk. Because of the human 
resources there, we don’t 
want anything to happen,” he 
said, adding that “Nigeria and 
Niger, we are brothers and we 
share the same border. There 
is an interrelationship between 
Nigerian and Nigerien, and even 
apart from that, we are Africa, 
we are in the same continent. We 
should not be like other continents 
who do not see their brothers as 
their brother. Nigeriens are our 
brothers, and we should be our 
brother’s keeper.”

An accountant, Francis Emezi, 
accused the United States, saying 
“The U.S. has spent more than 
one billion dollars fighting a war 
that does not concern it. So, for 
them, it is a loss of economic 
benefit. We should be looking at 
it from the same angle. Nigeria 
should not waste its resources 
by going to fight in Niger. Rather, 
we should encourage them to 
employ diplomacy and solve their 
problem internally.”

The threat of an invasion, 
though not specific, will keep 
tensions very high in and around 
Niger.

ECOWAS authorizes military 
intervention in Niger

Serious intentions to lure Lebanon into a sectarian strife



TEHRAN - The desert area of Rig Yelan in 
Iran’s South Khorasan province, where a tem-
perature of 73.5°C was recorded on 17 July 
2022, is the hottest place on Earth, the pro-
vincial tourism chief has said.

According to the final results of scientific 

research, the hottest spot on Earth was re-
corded in Rig Yelan of the Lut Desert with a 
ground temperature of 73.5 degrees, IRNA 
quoted Hadi Shahverdi as saying on Saturday.

Recording the hottest spot on the earth in 
South Khorasan can be the source of charm in 

the field of tourism, the official said.

According to local officials, it was the first 
time that a team of experts inside South Kho-
rasan started measuring Lut’s temperature.

Also called Dasht-e Lut (“Emptiness 
Plain”), the salt desert is encircled by the 
provinces of Kerman and Sistan- Baluch-
estan, and South Khorasan. Seven years of 
satellite temperature data analyzed by NASA 
showed Lut’s Gandom Beryan region was the 
hottest spot on Earth, with a temperature of 
70.7°C in 2005.

Lut has been described in the past as a 
place of ‘no life’ and information on the bio-
logical resources in this area is limited. Nev-
ertheless, the property possesses flora and 
fauna adapted to the harsh conditions, in-
cluding an interesting, adapted insect fauna, 
the UN body said.

The wintertime is itself a perfect excuse 
for a vacation but to some people, visiting a 
desert region sounds like “something else”. 
Some visitors to Lut say it feels almost like 
walking across a seabed without water.

Workers across Europe are walking 
out to protest low pay and poor work-
ing conditions.

Europe is a hive of strike action right 
now, with many employees unhappy 

that sky-high inflation has not been 
matched by higher wages.

Walkouts are planned all over Eu-
rope, showing that it always pays to 
check before you travel.

Union Syn-
dicale Brux-
elles (USB), a 
union which 
represents EU 
civil servants, 
has reached a 
deal in princi-

ple with Eurocontrol to prevent weeks 
of strikes this summer. 

The offer has been put to a vote by 
union members and USB is hoping for 
a “positive outcome to the vote” after 
which the ‘pre-warning’ for industrial 
action will be withdrawn. 

Staff at Eurocontrol, which manages 
Europe’s skies, threatened industrial 
action that could begin with just five 
days’ notice at any point over the next 
six months. 

The staff involved work at Eurocon-

trol’s network management center. 
This location plays a vital role in ensur-
ing the efficiency of air traffic control 
across the continent. It validates air-
craft’s flight plans and checks tens of 
thousands of messages per day. 

USB says that it has threatened 
strikes due to a row over a 25 percent 
shortage in staff, management behav-
ior, and an imposed roster system. 

Unions across France have been in an 
ongoing battle against an increase in 
the legal retirement age from 62 to 64.

Protests broke out across the coun-
try after President Emmanuel Macron 
decided to push through the change 
without a parliamentary vote. Strikes 
have been ongoing since January and 
have heavily impacted travel. 

While the pace of industrial action 
has slowed down, air traffic controller 
strikes are still having an impact with 
budget airline Ryanair having to cancel 
900 flights in June. 

Delays and limited flights over the 
country are also causing more airspace 

congestion across Europe, leading to 
further disruption. 

Paris Metro workers have threat-
ened strike action during the Rugby 
World Cup, which runs from 8 Septem-
ber to 28 October at Stade de France, 
Saint-Denis.

While train drivers will receive a bonus 
in recognition of the additional services 
they must run during the event, station 
staff have not been offered additional 
pay.

(Source: euronews) 

TEHRAN - From exquisite car-
pets to delicate miniature paint-
ings, each Iranian handicraft tells 
a story, connects us to the coun-
try’s vibrant history, and show-
cases the remarkable skills of its 
artisans.

These timeless objects con-
tinue to be treasured attractions 
for international visitors to ex-
plore the intangible heritage of 
the ancient land.

Here are glimpses of 10 Iranian 
handicrafts:

 Carpets
Renowned worldwide for their 

exceptional quality and crafts-
manship, Persian carpets are 
undoubtedly one of Iran’s most 
iconic handicrafts.

Intricately woven with metic-
ulous detail, these carpets are 
hand-knotted using the finest 
wool, silk, or a combination of 
both.

Each carpet narrates a story, 
with motifs ranging from deli-
cate floral patterns to geometric 
designs inspired by Persian ar-
chitecture.

Visiting the carpet bazaars in 
cities like Tabriz, Kashan, Shiraz, 
or Tehran provides travelers with 
a unique opportunity to witness 
the skill and artistry of carpet 
weavers firsthand, and even pur-
chase one of these masterpieces 
to take home.

Pottery and ceramics
From colorful floral motifs to 

intricate arabesque patterns, 
Iranian potters create unique 
and aesthetically pleasing ce-
ramic pieces.

The famous blue tiles of Is-
fahan’s mosques, for example, 
demonstrate the delicate work-
manship involved in creating in-
tricate calligraphy and geometric 
patterns on ceramic surfaces.

Cities like Neyshabur, Hamed-
an, and Isfahan are renowned 
for their rich ceramic traditions. 
Travelers can explore pottery 
workshops, witness the delicate 
process of ceramic production, 
and even try their hand at creat-
ing their own pottery under the 
guidance of skilled artisans.

Ghalamzani
Ghalamzani is the art of Per-

sian metalworking and engrav-
ing, characterized by its delicate 
yet detailed patterns.

Masters of this art form skill-
fully engrave intricate decora-
tive designs onto various metals 
such as silver, copper, and brass, 
showcasing the timeless beauty 
of Iranian metal crafts.

Iranian metalwork is a skill that 
has been practiced for millennia. 
The intricate designs and fine 
details of copper and brass or-
namental objects, such as trays, 
lanterns, and utensils, highlight 
the level of expertise possessed 
by Iranian metalworkers.

Textiles

Iranian textiles and weaving 
traditions date back thousands 
of years. The cities of Yazd, 
Kashan, Tabriz, and Shiraz are 
famous for their delicate silk and 
cotton textiles, which are often 
adorned with stunning motifs 
and embroidery.

Holidaymakers can visit tra-
ditional workshops and witness 
artisans weaving intricate pat-
terns or participate in workshops 
to try their hand at this ancient 
art form.

Miniature paintings

Iranian miniature paintings are 
a gorgeous form of art that re-
flects the country’s rich cultural 
heritage. This intricate art form 
involves painting detailed scenes 

on a small scale using meticulous 
brushwork and vibrant colors.

Executed on paper using nat-
ural pigments, these paintings 
depict both mythological and 
historical themes, often reflect-
ing Persian poetry and literature.

Cultural heritage museums in 
major cities like Tehran, Isfahan, 
or Shiraz provide a great oppor-
tunity for foreign travelers to 
admire these miniature mas-
terpieces and learn more about 
their historical significance.

Khatam-Kari
Khatam-Kari is an ancient 

Persian marquetry technique, 
known for its intricate geometric 
designs.

Artisans create masterpieces 
by inlaying tiny pieces of wood, 
bone, or metal onto a wooden 
surface.

This delicate craft is often 
used to adorn picture frames, 
jewelry boxes, and decorative 
objects, showcasing the beauty 
of Persian geometry and sym-
metry.

Turquoise inlay
Iran is renowned for its rich 

turquoise deposits, and this 
precious gemstone is skillfully 
transformed into stunning jew-
elry, calligraphy artworks, and 
decorative objects.

A turquoise inlay, traditional-
ly used in silver and gold work, 

adds an enchanting blue hue 
to intricate designs, symboliz-
ing prosperity and protection 
against evil.

Qalamkar
Qalamkar is the art of 

hand-printing textiles using nat-
ural dyes. This traditional craft 
involves intricate block-printing 
techniques, resulting in colorful 
textiles adorned with floral and 
paisley motifs.

Qalamkar fabrics are used to 
create diverse items, from cloth-
ing and scarves to home furnish-
ings, serving as a testament to 
Iran’s rich textile heritage.

Termeh
Termeh, a luxurious silk fab-

ric woven with gold and silver 
threads, is an iconic Persian tex-
tile.

Combining intricate patterns 
with rich, vibrant colors, this el-
egant fabric is used to create 
intricately designed tablecloths, 
scarves, and traditional clothing.

Enamelwork
Iranian enameling, known as 

Minakari, is highly regarded for 
its vibrant colors and intricate 
designs.

Artisans delicately hand-paint 
the surface of copper, gold, or sil-
ver objects with colorful enam-
els, creating stunning pieces of 
jewelry, dishes, and decorative 
ornaments.

TEHRAN—On Friday, Vietnam’s National As-
sembly President Vuong Dinh Hue paid a visit to 
Isfahan as part of his journey to Iran.

In his one-day trip to the ancient city, Hue met 
with Isfahan’s Governor-General Seyyed Reza 
Mortazavi and several other local officials, dis-
cussing ways to deepen ties, CHTN reported on 
Saturday.

His visit to the Islamic Republic is organized to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the diplomatic rela-
tions between the two nations, the report said.

50 years have passed since the diplomatic rela-
tions between the countries of Vietnam and Iran, 
and for this reason, strengthening cooperation in 
cultural, tourism, commercial, and economic fields 
is on our agenda to increase the level of the social 
life of the people of these countries, Hue said.

Earlier this year, Isfahan Mayor Ali Ghasemza-
deh said his municipality is ready to establish clos-
er ties with Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City based on 

interests and mutual needs.

Ghasemzadeh proposed that Isfahan and Ho Chi 
Minh City may even become sister cities after they 
tried their hands at tourism, cultural and econom-
ic interactions.

The mayor made the remarks during a meeting 
with the Vietnamese ambassador to Iran, Luong 
Quoc Huy.

Isfahan was once a crossroads of international 
trade and diplomacy in Iran and now it is one of 
Iran’s top tourist destinations for good reasons. It 
is filled with many architectural wonders, such as 
unmatched Islamic buildings, bazaars, museums, 
Persian gardens, and tree-lined boulevards. It’s a 
city for walking, getting lost in its mazing bazaars, 
dozing in beautiful gardens, and meeting people.

The ancient city has long been nicknamed as 
Nesf-e-Jahan, which is translated into “half the 
world”; meaning seeing it is relevant to see half 
the world.

Archaeologists have made an “exceptional” 
find at an ancient Roman baths complex in 
Spain.

The huge and well-preserved bathhouse was 
only recently discovered in the city of Merida—
capital of the Extremadura region in the west-
ern-central part of the Iberian Peninsula.

Merida is home to a UNESCO World Her-
itage site that contains the remarkably 
well-preserved remains of an ancient Roman 
colony, Augusta Emerita, which was the pre-
decessor of the modern city.

The well-preserved remains of the old city 
include a large bridge over the Guadiana Riv-
er, an amphitheater, a theater, a vast circus 
and an “exceptional” water-supply system, 
according to UNESCO.

Archaeological excavations in the past few 
months carried out by the Consortium of the 
Monumental City of Merida had uncovered a 
“magnificent, excellently-preserved” public 
bath complex close to the theater and amphi-
theater.

(Source: Newsweek) 

TEHRAN – Restoration work has commenced on 
four historical buildings, which are located in the 
ancient village of Masouleh, one of the top tourist 
destinations in northern Iran.

A budget of 6 billion rials (some $12,000) has 
been allocated to the work conducted in close col-
laboration with buildings’ private owners, Gilan 
province’s tourism chief said on Friday.

Referring to restricted government funds for 
the restoration of all historical monuments, Vali 
Jahani said Gilan’s tourism directorate hails coop-
eration and interaction with owners of historical 
buildings to help safeguard the region’s cultural 
heritage, Mehr reported.

Although the protection of historical monu-
ments is one of the inherent duties of the tourism 
and cultural heritage department, their private 
owners also have the duty to take care of them in 

a proper way, the official explained.

Last year, Masouleh joined the League of Histori-
cal Cities. Iran is hoping to win UNESCO recognition 
for the mountainous village. According to the UN 
cultural body, the existence of numerous graveyards 
inner and outside of the city proves its old texture. 
The picturesque village is famed for its Lego-shaped 
earthen houses built on another’s rooftop.

Archaeological evidence indicates the history 
of human presence in mountains near Masouleh 
dates back to the late Bronze Age (2000-1500 BC), 
which is extremely older than previously believed.

Home to some of the most stunning landscapes 
in the country, Masouleh is one of the many stepped 
villages that are quite common to find around the 
country, especially in Iranian Kurdistan and around 
Mashhad. They have been built on a hill so steep that 
the roof of one house is the pathway for the next.
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Vietnam’s National Assembly president 
visits Isfahan

Archaeologists make ‘exceptional’ discovery 
at ancient Roman changing rooms

Masouleh: four historical buildings  
under restoration

Iranian handicrafts: a cultural tapestry  
of artistry and beauty

Iran’s Rig Yelan named hottest place on Earth

Europe’s summer travel strikes: When, where and what disruption you can expect in August

I’AM NOOSHIN JAVADI ASL FILING 
A PETITION FOR THE CORRECTION 

OF MY FIRST NAME NOUSHIN TO 
NOOSHIN AT THE 

PHILIPPINE EMBASSY



TEHRAN - Times Higher Education, a Brit-
ish magazine reporting specifically on news 
and issues related to higher education has 
released a 2023 list of the world’s best small 
university.

The report suggests that a university’s size 
is not the only thing that makes it prestigious. 
There are more important things like survey 
data, science generation and average number 
of researchers that make a university stand 
out among thousands of others.  

Based on this, the magazine has catego-
rized three small Iranian universities among 
the best of the world. In the ranking, The Uni-
versity of Rehabilitation Sciences and Social 
Welfare is ranked 54th, Maragheh University 
is ranked 56th, and Damghan University is 
ranked 73rd. 

Times Higher Education has introduced the 
list of the best small universities worldwide 
for the fourth time. The list includes various 
universities from the United States, China, 
South Korea, India, Japan, and France.

To be eligible for the categorization, univer-
sities must be ranked among the best global 
universities and have achieved rankings in the 
same indicators as the best universities. How-
ever, the number of students should be less 
than 5,000.

The average number of students in insti-
tutions mentioned in the 2023 ranking of the 
best small universities is 3,317. That’s while 
the average number of students in the best 
big universities is 25,000.

TEHRAN - Tehran University 
of Medical Sciences kicked off 
its 2023 summer school on Sat-
urday with the participation of 
international students coming 
from different countries includ-
ing Turkey, Iraq, and Pakistan. 

The purpose of this summer 
school is to introduce the capa-
bilities of the university and its 
faculties to international stu-
dents through short-term vis-
its, marketing approaches, and 
creation of student networks in 

various universities around the 
world. The summer school will 
continue until September 1st.

The faculties of medicine, 
pharmacy, paramedical sciences, 
Iranian traditional medicine, and 
modern medical technologies, as 
well as some research centers of 
the university, are participating 
in this event. This is the second 
time educational gatherings of 
this sort are taking place with 
the first summer school taking 
place in 2019. 

The 2023 summer school of 
Tehran University of Medical 
Sciences consists of one or two-
week stays in the Iranian capital 
based on the students’ prefer-
ences.

During the first half of the 
program, hosted by the Faculty 
of Medicine, five international 
students from Turkey, Iraq, and 
Pakistan will receive training for 
two weeks in Tehran’s Children 
hospital, Farabi Hospital (oph-
thalmology), Shariati Hospital 
(internal medicine), Sina Hospital 
(neurosurgery), and Imam Kho-
meini Hospital (radiology). At the 
end of the first week, the Inter-
national College of the university 
will hold an Iranology program 
for the participants of the sum-
mer school.  Cultural events and 
visits to the historical sites of 
Tehran are also planned.

Furthermore, visits to the Skin 
and Stem Cell Research Center, 
the central laboratory of the uni-
versity, and the Faculty of Mod-
ern Medical Technologies have 
also been scheduled.

Students will then go on to re-

ceive more training and attend 
additional courses in the fac-
ulties of paramedical sciences, 
pharmacy, and Iranian traditional 
medicine.

It is important to note that this 
year’s summer school focuses 
on utilizing the research centers 
and innovation centers within 
the university to increase the in-
novative aspects of the schools, 
along with creating a research 
environment alongside educa-
tion and introducing major and 
operational projects for the first 
time.

Prior to the event, various ac-
tivities were carried out, includ-
ing coordination with different 
faculties and the development of 
a summer school booklet. Other 
actions, such as posting program 
posters on relevant websites, 
placing posters in the target fac-
ulties, and communicating with 
active associations (especially 
medical and pharmacy associ-
ations) to inform and produce 
content to familiarize social me-
dia users with the program de-
tails, were also implemented.

TEHRAN – The water level of the Caspian Sea is 
expected to significantly decline by the year 2100.

Scientific research and ongoing monitoring re-
veal that the Caspian Sea is bound to experience 
a decline in its water balance and shrinkage by 
2100, as a result of the ever-changing climate 
conditions, the director of the National Center for 
Caspian Sea Studies and Research has said. 

If this prediction turns out to be accurate, it will 
bring about a substantial and transformative effect 
on the Iranian coast, particularly in the southeastern 
region of the Caspian Sea, Seyyedeh Masomeh Ba-
ni-Hashemi explained on Saturday, ISNA reported. 

The most recent studies reveal that during the 
previous Iranian year of 1401 (ended on March 20), 
the water level of the Caspian Sea witnessed a 
significant decrease of 26 centimeters, surpass-
ing the already concerning decrease of 24 centi-
meters observed in 1400, she noted.  

In the past two years, the water level of the Cas-
pian Sea has experienced a significant decrease of 
approximately 50 centimeters, she stated.  

Since 1995, the water level of the Caspian Sea has 
steadily declined, resulting in an approximate de-
crease of two meters over the years, she mentioned. 

The Caspian Sea is known for its fluctuating 
nature, characterized by recurring cycles of rising 
and falling sea levels.

Ever since the first water level measuring sta-
tion was established in Baku in 1837, and the Cas-
pian Sea’s water fluctuation was registered by the 
device’s oscillator, the sea’s behavior has shown 
various levels of ups and downs.  

Located in Bandar Anzali, the oldest water level 
measuring station in Iran was established in 1941 
and its findings also indicate diverse fluctuating 
behavior of the Caspian Sea.

Between 1977 and 1995, there was a remarkable 
rise in the water level of the Caspian Sea, amount-
ing to an impressive increase of approximately 2.5 
meters. Extensive studies were conducted during 
this period to evaluate various factors, marking 
the beginning of a downward trend in the sea level.

“Rainfall and inflow of river water are the key 
drivers of the Caspian Sea’s water level, however, 
it is the water flowing in from the rivers that has 
the most significant impact on raising the water 
level,” Bani-Hashemi said and added: “The second 
most vital factor is surface precipitation.”

One of the most crucial factors in the loss of 
water from the surface of the Caspian Sea is the 
annual evaporation of one meter, which can vary 
depending on the different coasts, she said. 

In the southern regions of the Caspian Sea, the 
yearly evaporation rate is significantly higher, she 
added. 

The availability of river water resources can vary 
and is estimated to range from 300 to 320 billion 
cubic meters per year and this estimate takes into 
account factors such as climatic conditions and 
water consumption patterns, she noted. 

The Caspian Sea is the largest enclosed inland 
body of water on Earth by area. It is bounded by 
Kazakhstan to the northeast, Russia to the north-
west, Azerbaijan to the west, Iran to the south, and 
Turkmenistan to the southeast. The sea has an 

area of 600,384 square kilometers and a coastline 
of 7,000 kilometers.

Hosting 400 aquatic species and holding third 
place in terms of oil and gas reserves under its 
bed after the “Persian Gulf” and “Siberia” has dou-
bled the value of this basin, while sturgeon are the 
most important inhabitants of the lake.

Researchers believe that 80 percent of the pol-
lution in the Caspian Sea is related to the flow of 
water from the Volga River and other western riv-
ers from the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Frequent oil spills in the coastal areas of Azer-
baijan and Kazakhstan, the entry of waste of over 
40 factories and refineries into the sea, the de-
cline, and extinction of the Caspian Sea aquatic 
species since 1990, are among the main challeng-
es faced by the Caspian Sea.

The National Institute for Oceanography and At-
mospheric Science has conducted extensive studies 
in this catchment area, including more than 10 re-
search patrols in the Caspian Sea, obtaining a certif-
icate and setting up a trusted laboratory of the De-
partment of Environment, identification of high-risk 
points for cracking waves on the shores of the Sea.

Moreover, sampling of bed sediments in the 
deep waters of the southern Caspian Basin, pub-
lication of more than 80 scientific documents on 
the Caspian Sea, study, measurement, and model-
ing in Gorgan Bay and presented scientific and ex-
ecutive solutions for the sustainability of its eco-
system and more than 70 research projects in the 
southern part of the Caspian Sea are other actions 
of researchers at the Research Institute.

Grappling with poor waste management
Ahmad Reza Lahijanzadeh, deputy chief of the 

Department of Environment (DOE) for the marine 
environment, said in August 2020 that waste man-
agement in the Caspian Sea is on the verge of crisis 
and seriously threatens the Sea’s environment.

In addition to waste, leachate enters the sea 
through rivers or rainfall, and because the severity 
of leachate pollution is very high, it imposes a seri-
ous threat to the marine environment, he lamented.

Noting that the release of urban and rural 
wastewater into the sea is another problem the 
Caspian Sea is struggling with, he clarified that a 
number of cities in the northern provinces either 
do not have a wastewater treatment plant.

Stating that plastics and microplastics are 
among the issues that can be a threat to humanity 
in the next 10 years, he noted that erosion makes 
microplastics out of plastic waste, and 70 percent 
of these are transferred directly to the seas, and 
therefore can enter the aquatic and human food 
cycle, causing damage to human health and ma-
rine biodiversity.

  From page 1   Conventional 
laboratory methods often do not 
have the capability to identify cel-
lular diversity in biopsy samples, 
and unfortunately, until now, 
studying the chemical status of 
individual cells and differentiat-
ing them has not been possible. 
This makes the accurate and 
early diagnosis of cancers quite 
difficult and unmanageable. 

In this regard, a research group 
led by Alireza Mashaghi, an Irani-
an physician and physical chem-
ist and a professor at Leiden Uni-
versity, has managed to perform 
a chemical analysis of individual 
human cells for the very first 
time in history. 

The breakthrough, which is 
considered a milestone in the 
field of analytical chemistry, en-
ables single-cell biopsies in lab-
oratories. During the research, 
mass spectrometry and artificial 
intelligence were used to first 
measure the chemical molecules 
or metabolites of a human cell 

with high precision, and then ex-
tract the chemical patterns of dif-
ferent cells from complex spec-
tral data. AI played a significant 
role during several steps of the 
research. 

The new scientific advance-

ment essentially enables the 
identification of anti-tumor im-
mune cells as well as tumor en-
hancers.

Also, researchers were able 
to measure the chemical con-
tent of an immune cell called 

macrophage and accurately dif-
ferentiate between tumor-sup-
pressing or tumor-enhancing 
macrophages. This is the first 
time that metabolite measure-
ment, or metabolomics, has been 
performed on an immune cell.
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Caspian Sea water level predicted to 
decrease by 2100

 

What will a post-Niger-coup 
Africa look like?

Al Jazeera has observed the coup in Niger and the role of interna-
tional forces before, during, and after the coup.

Africa homes the world’s most important rivers and many of 
their resources within its borders, and is considered to be one of 
the richest continents in terms of natural and human resources. 
This has led colonial powers, especially France and England, to look 
at Africa through the lenses of greed since old times. 

Following the liberation wave that took place in the 1950s and 
1960s, African countries freed themselves from the clutches of col-
onization, but the consequences of the colonial period continued to 
influence them until the beginning of the 21st century. 

آفریقای پسا کودتای نیجر چگونه خواهد بود؟
الجزیره در مطلبی کودتای نیجر و نقش طرف‌های بین‌المللی در برهه‌های 

پیش، حین و پس از کودتا را مورد بررسی قرار داد.

آفریقا مهم‌ترین رودخانه‌های جهان و بسیاری از منابع آن را در دل خود 
جای داده است و از نظر منابع طبیعی و انسانی، یکی از غنی‌ترین قاره‌های 
جهان شمرده می‌شود. این موضوع باعث شد که قدرت‌های استعماری 

به ویژه فرانسه و انگلیس، از دیرباز به آفریقا چشم طمع داشته باشند.

در پی موج آزادسازی که در دهه‌های ۵۰ و ۶۰ میلادی به جریان افتاد، 
کشورهای آفریقایی خود را از چنگال استعمار آزاد کردند، اما پیامدهای 
دوره استعمار باعث شد که تأثیرگذاری کشورهای استعمارگر دست‌کم تا 

آغاز قرن ۲۱ همچنان ادامه داشته باشد.
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Breakthrough in early cancer detection

Small Iranian universities among world’s best

Tehran University kicks off 2023 summer school 

People seeking respite from heat 
Tourists soaking themselves in the waters of Ganjnameh waterfall during extreme heat.

Ganjnameh waterfall is located near the city of Hamedan, on the sides of Mount Alvand.
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TEHRAN – Prominent Iranian 
linguist, translator and university 
professor Kourosh Safavi has 
passed away at the age of 67 on 
Friday morning.

Born in Tehran on June 
27, 1956, Safavi received his 
Bachelor’s degree in German 
Language in 1971, a Master’s 
degree in Linguistics in 1979, and 

a Linguistics doctorate in 1993 
from Tehran University. 

Safavi was the vice-president 
of the Linguistics Society of 
Iran and a professor at Allameh 
Tabataba’i University in Tehran. 
His work focused on semantics, 
semiotics, history of linguistics, 
and the relationship between 
linguistics and literature.

A prolific translator and writer 
on linguistics, Safavi authored 
such books as “An Introduction 
to Linguistics”, “Wandering in 
the Philosophy of Literature”, 
“Logic in Linguistics”, “Literature 
from Linguistics Standpoint”, 
“Acquaintance with Written 
Systems”, “Introduction to the 
History of Iranian Languages”, 
and “Applied Semantics”.

He also translated into Persian 
books written by many notable 
linguists and writers such as 
Noam Chomsky (“Language 
and Mind” and “Language and 
Thought”), Roman Jakobson, 
Ferdinand de Saussure (“Course 
in General Linguistics”), Hosle, 
Goethe (“West-ostlicher Diwan”) 
and Jostein Gaarder (“Sophie’s 
World”).

TEHRAN – The Cinematheque of the 
Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) will screen French 
philosopher and filmmaker Guy Debord’s 
1978 documentary “We Spin Around the Night 
Consumed by the Fire” (“In girum imus nocte et 
consumimur igni”) on Monday. 

A review session will be organized after a 
screening in the Nasseri Hall of the forum at 5 
pm by Iranian critic Puria Jahanshad.

The film’s title was derived from a Latin verse 
by the renowned poet Virgil. This is a palindrome 
that can be read endlessly in both directions, 
creating an enchanting, never-ending loop of 
words.

In the movie, Guy Debord serves as the 
narrator and boldly declares that he refuses 
to compromise with the preferences of his 
audience or the prevailing ideologies of his time.

By relentlessly mocking the very audience 
that seeks solace from their mundane lives at 
the cinema, this film takes a daring turn and 
transforms into a deeply personal work. It 
interweaves various captivating visuals from 

the world of spectacle, including eye-catching 
advertising brochures, captivating scenes 
from iconic films like “Les enfants du paradis,” 
engrossing comic strips, breathtaking aerial 
views of Paris, mesmerizing tracking shots 
through Venice, and nostalgic photographs of 
dear friends. 

Throughout this intriguing mix, Debord offers 

his profound commentary, occasionally tinged 
with a hint of melancholy, lamenting, “This Paris 
no longer exists.” 

He believes that experiencing the passage of 
time has been one of the greatest joys in his life. 
Moreover, he has cherished his era by observing 
the breakdown of social structure.

Guy-Ernest Debord (1931 –1994) was a French 
Marxist theorist, philosopher, filmmaker, critic 
of work, member of the Letterist International, 
founder of a Letterist faction, and founding 
member of the Situationist International.

He began an interest in film early in his life 
when he lived in Cannes in the late 1940s. 
Debord recounted that, during his youth, he was 
allowed to do very little other than attend films. 
He said that he frequently would leave in the 
middle of a film screening to go home because 
films often bored him.

Debord challenged the conventions of 
filmmaking; prompting his audience to interact 
with the medium instead of being passive 
receivers of information.

TEHRAN – Iranian director Alireza 
Rasulinejad’s film “Eastwood” will go on 
screen in Double Shadows section of the 
Yamagata International Documentary Film 
Festival (YIDFF), which will be held in the 
Japanese city from October 5 to 12.

The film tells the story of an Iranian Don 
Quixote on a quest to find Clint Eastwood, 
creating a clever and heartfelt satire that 
challenges Hollywood’s cultural influence, 

even within the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Another Iranian film “Broken Whispers”, co-
directed by filmmaker brothers Amir Masud 
and Amir Athar Soheili will also compete in 
the other section of the festival. 

The documentary recounts the tale of urban 
residents who, emerging from the devastation 
of war, bravely carry their shattered 
instruments in an effort to resurrect the soul 
of music and art within the city.

Tired from the trials of the artistic journey, 
an aged painter discovers a shattered 
instrument amidst the ruins. Determined, 
he mends the broken contraption. As his 
students embark on a mission to find a skilled 
musician to play the resurrected instrument, 
they encounter fellow artists whose souls 
bear the weight of war’s indelible marks.

The Yamagata International Documentary 
Film Festival is a biennial documentary film 
festival held in Japan. Inaugurated in 1989, 
it is one of the world’s longest-running 
documentary film festivals.

Over the years, it has become one of the 

most important and prestigious documentary 
film festivals in Asia. On the other hand, the 
festival has managed to retain its intimate 
atmosphere, where Asian filmmakers can 
meet their Western colleagues and exchange 
ideas and experiences. The YIDFF is very 
popular among independent filmmakers.

The Yamagata Documentary Film Festival 
strives to showcase the best achievements 
in documentary filmmaking, as well as 
to promote and popularize documentary 
filmmaking in the region. It explores new 
trends in the genre and discovers new talents 
by encouraging and supporting up-and-
coming filmmakers.

The YIDFF is a competitive film festival 
where several prizes are awarded. The Grand 
Prize of the YIDFF was named after Robert 
J. Flaherty and Frances H. Flaherty. Robert 
was an American filmmaker who created the 
first commercially successful feature-length 
documentary, and his wife Frances worked 
alongside her husband on several of his films. 
The Flaherty Prize is presented to the best 
film in the International Competition.

TEHRAN – The 40th edition of 
the Tehran International Short 
Film Festival (TISFF) has received 
7,216 submissions from 131 
countries.

Spain stands first with 913 
submissions, and next comes 
India with 553 films, and then 
France with 494.

The countries of the US, China, 
Italy, Brazil, Russia, Britain, Turkey, 
Germany, South Korea, Mexico, 
Canada, Poland and Argentina 

stand next respectively.

Out of 7,216 films, 3,390 fiction 
films, 1,112 experimental films, 
1,068 documentary films and 
936 animated films have been 
submitted to the festival. 

Meanwhile, 445 submissions 
have been accepted to compete 
in the “The Truth-seekers Award” 
section and 265 submissions for 
the “The Silk Road Award” section. 

The Tehran International Short 

Film Festival has been held for 
40 consecutive years in Iran, by 
the Iranian Youth Cinema Society 
– one of the most renowned 
schools of cinema and short 
film production in Iran and 
throughout the world. With 
more than 80 branches across 
the country and a family of 250 
thousand graduates, the Iranian 
Youth Cinema Society has gone 
through excellent educational 
and effective filmmaking courses, 

producing hundreds of short films 
every year and winning hundreds 
of awards from prestigious and 
prominent international film 
festivals in the past four decades.

TISFF is approved by the 
Academy Awards® (Oscars) and 
the winner of the Grand Prize 
becomes eligible for the Oscars.

The latest edition of the Tehran 
International Short Film Festival 
is slated to be held from October 
19 to 24.

A scene from Iranian director Alireza Rasulinejad’s 
film “Eastwood”
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When two persons are together, two of them must not whisper to each 
other, without letting the third hear; because it would hurt him. 

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:09       Evening: 19:15     Dawn: 3:49 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:22  (tomorrow)

Tehran Intl. Short Film Festival receives 
submissions from 131 countries
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Iranian linguist, translator Kourosh Safavi  
passes away at 67

IAF cinematheque to screen “We Spin Around the Night 
Consumed by the Fire”

Iran’s “Eastwood” to go on screen at  
Yamagata film festival

Adab in Iran

Part 4
On the evidence of the Qabusnameh, which 

is essentially a recapitulation of Sassanid 
adab, more subjects can be added to the list, 
such as rules for going to bed, going to the 
hot baths, conducting battles, buying slaves, 
seeking the hand of a girl in marriage, picking 
friends, receiving and giving hospitality, 
behaving at meals, making jokes, practicing 
chivalry (javan-mardi or ayyari), judging 
horses, and many others. 

Scattered in the Shahnameh and other 
Persian and Arabic works based on Pahlavi 
sources are copious data on the details of all 
these rules, e.g., the etiquette at meals from 
a Pahlavi source in the Ketab al-taj and in the 
Moruj of Masudi.

Three branches of Sassanid adab had great 
influence, namely dabiri, rhetoric (sokhanvari, 
Arabic balagha), and manners. 

The importance of dabiri and the high 
standing of dabirs (secretaries) in the 
Sassanid period, and their continuing role in 
the Islamic period, do not need exposition 
here. 

According to the Shahnameh, the 
secretary should be well versed in rhetoric 
and calligraphy, be able to write in short 
but pithy sentences, be mentally alert, 
learned, acute, and receptive, and morally 
patient, perseverant, truthful, reticent, loyal, 
uncorrupt, abstemious, and cheerful. 

The secretarial qualifications enumerated 
in chapter 39 of the Qabusnameh and the first 
discourse of Nezami Aruzi’s Chahar maqala 
roughly correspond with the descriptions in 
the Shahnameh; in other Persian and Arabic 
writings about the secretarial profession, 
they reappear with more details and with 
anecdotal embellishments which in many 
cases are derived from stories in Pahlavi 
books.

As regards the art of composition and 
rhetoric, the Iranians ideally gave weight 
to meaning and were wary of verbal 
ornamentation which might distract the 
reader or hearer from the subject. 

The rules of rhetoric in the Shahnameh, 
reflecting the style of writing in the 10th 
century, are as follows: Speech should be 
brief and meaningful and speakers should 
use the shortest possible words. 

Khosrow Parviz’s advice to his secretary is 
“few words and much meaning”. Short words 
(sakhon-e kutah) in the Shahnameh mean 
conciseness, which is good, and long words 
(sakhon-e deraz) mean prolixity (etnab), 
which is bad. 

The desire for correspondence (barabari, 
mosawat) between words and meanings is 
everywhere apparent. In another passage it 
is stated that speech should not be bound 
(basta), i.e., complicated, but light (sabok), 
i.e., simple and immediately intelligible, and 
furthermore that it should not be crude 
(kham) and mixed with the color and perfume 
(rang o bu) of verbal adornments. 

According to the Shahnameh, there are five 
essential points in rhetoric: (1) The words must 
be beneficial such that they are incapable of 
causing harm or pain to the hearers; (2) the 
words must be in proportion, i.e. measured; 
(3) the speaker must have a sense of occasion 
and a quick wit; (4) the speaker, if telling a 

story, whether old or new, must tell it in verse 
(peyvasta; this word, which means joined, is 
used here and in many other passages of the 
Shahnameh with the connotation of versified, 
Ar. manzum, as opposed to parakandeh, Ar. 
mansur, which means scattered and denotes 
prose;) (5) the speaker must have a warm 
tongue and a calm, soft voice.

The fourth point, which predicates the 
superiority of verse over prose, was to 
become a leitmotiv of Persian literature. 

Among Ferdowsi’s expressions of this 
opinion are his remark that the Shahnameh 
of Abu Mansur failed to please its readers 
because it was in prose and his favorable 
comment on the story of Kalila o Demna 
which Rudaki had put into verse. 

Azraqi of Herat (11th cent.) likens a story in 
prose to a scrap and one in verse to a gem; 
Nezami describes prose as copper, verse 
as silver and gold; Ferdowsi compares an 
unversified story to unstrung pearls and vice 
versa; and Onsor al-ma’ali calls prose the 
subjects, verse the king.

From the Shahnameh’s assertion of the 
superiority of verse over prose, it can be 
safely inferred that this opinion stemmed 
from Pahlavi literature and consequently 
that Pahlavi literature had contained many 
versified stories or narratives. 

Moreover the fact that much of the first 
outpour of New Persian poetry was in the 
form of versified narratives, such as the 
Shahnameh of Masudi of Marv, the Kalila o 
Demna and Sendbad-nama of Rudaki, and the 
Afarin-nama of Abu Shakur Balkhi, indicates 
continuance of a tradition of versification 
rather than innovative change. 

Two Shu’ubites , Aban Laheqi (d. 815-16) 
and Abu Jafar Ahmad al-Balazori (d. 892), 
translated Iranian romances from Pahlavi into 
Arabic mozdawej (= masnavi ) verse, and like 
the Persian poets they must have taken over 
the method of narrative verse composition 
from Pahlavi literature, because versified 
narratives had never been—and never were 
to become—customary in Arabic poetry. 

The Arab author Ebn al-Asir (d. 1239) 
criticizes this defect of Arabic literature at the 
end of his Ketab al-masal al-sa’er, where he 
writes that in the field under discussion the 
Iranians are superior to the Arabs. 

The Iranian poet writes a vivid and eloquent 
book made up entirely of versified stories and 
adventures. Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is the 
Quran of the Iranians because it is the most 
eloquent work in their language. 

No such work exists in Arabic, even though 
the Arabic language has a wideness of range 
and multiplicity of techniques (fonun) and 
themes (aghraz), a fact which makes the 
Persian language, in comparison, “like a drop 
in the ocean.”

The Shu’ubites thought that “persons 
aspiring to rhetorical skill, ability to choose 
the right words, and mastery of language 
should read the Ketab-e karvand, and those 
in need of rationality (aql), adab, knowledge 
of etiquette (al-elm be’l-marateb), warning 
lessons, good examples, noble sayings, and 
lofty thoughts should study the Siar al-moluk 
(i.e. the Khaday-namag)”. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
To be continued.
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