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Israeli attempt to
normalize Libya ties
backfires

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - Libya’s prime minister has firmly
rejected the prospect of normalizing relations
with Israel, days after news broke out of an
apparent secret meeting between the Libyan
foreign minister and her Israeli counterpart.

On August 27, Israeli Foreign Minister
Eli Cohen publicly said he and Libya’s now
sacked foreign minister had held a private
meeting in the Italian capital Rome the pre-
vious week, the first-ever alleged encounter
between a top Libyan diplomat and an Israeli
regime official in history.

The next day, Libya’s Prime Minister Abdul
Hamid Dbeibah fired Foreign Minister Najla
Mangoush, (who claimed it was not an offi-
cial meeting but a swift coincidental interac-
tion) and launched an investigation into the
reported meeting. » Page 5

Resistance in strongest position: Iran FM to Hezbollah chief

TEHRAN - During a meeting
with Hezbollah Secretary Gen-
eral Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah
in Beirut on Thursday, the vis-
iting Iranian foreign minister
said resistance forces in Leb-
anon and Palestine are in their
strongest position.

“If Israel behaves based on
miscalculations, it will face a
regrettable reaction from the
resistance,” Hossein Amir Ab-
dollahian said.

During the meeting, Nas-
rallah appreciated Iran’s con-
structive role in the region and
called unforgettable the role
of the late General Qassem
Soleimani in consolidating re-
gional security against terror-
ism and the Israeli regime.

The top Iranian diplomat
held separate meetings with
the leaders of the Palestinian
resistance movements of Ha-
mas and the Islamic Jihad on
the same day.

The foreign minister told the
resistance leaders that Iran is
still committed to its strate-
gy of lending support to the
Palestinian nation and resist-

ance and backing Palestine’s
liberation from occupation.
He stressed that Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei believes
support for resistance forces
in the West Bank should not
falter.

For their part, the Palestin-
ian officials said that “there
will be no retreat from the

resistance’s operations in the
West Bank”.

“The meeting of the Irani-
an foreign minister with the
resistance groups carries the
message of unity and alliance
of the Axis of Resistance,” said
a senior representative of
Hamas in Lebanon once the
meetings were over.

Amir Abdollahian was on his
fifth trip to Lebanon since tak-
ing office in 2021.

Upon arriving in the capital
Beirut, he reiterated Iran’s com-
mitment to supporting Leba-
non’s stability and security. He
emphasized Tehran’s continued
support for the Lebanese peo-
ple, government, and resistance
forces.» Page 3

United Islamic
Ummah is ‘greatest
obstacle’ to global
imperialism: Raisi

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
has said the greatest barrier against global
imperialism is a unified Muslim world.

Addressing a meeting of Sunni religious
scholars in Tehran on Thursday, Raisi said
since the post-World War Il era imperial
powers have been seeing the unified Muslim
world as the single greatest impediment to
their vicious schemes.

He went on to say that “global arro-
gance” has obstructed Muslims’ growth and
launched propagated falsehood through
their media empire, and organized Takfiri
terrorist groups to cause carnage among
Muslims.

Raisi cherished the memory of all Sunni
and Shia martyrs who sacrificed their lives
for the honor of Iran and said, “Today, the Is-
lamic Ummah is united and coherent and has
a goal with the guidance and companionship
of Shia and Sunni scholars, and everybody is
moving in the direction of securing national
interests and honor, and this is the point of
commonality between the government and
the nation.” » Page 2

Installing new IAEA
cameras depends on
adherence by JCPOA
parties: nuclear chief

TEHRAN- Mohammad Eslami, head of Iran’s
Atomic Energy Organization, has stated that
the installation of more monitoring cameras in
Iran’s nuclear sites would be contingent on the
other parties’ adherence to the 2015 nuclear
agreement, officially called the JCPOA.

In an interview with Al-Jazeera, he noted,
“The commitment of the parties and America
to the nuclear agreement will be met with an
[ranian commitment.”

He added that reversing the reduction in
compliance with the nuclear agreement ne-
cessitates the lifting of all sanctions.

Eslami further emphasized the continuous
communication with the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA), stating that “our
dialogue with the agency continues, and the
file of highly enriched uranium atoms was
recently closed”

He expressed expectation that the political
debates surrounding Iran’s nuclear program
could come to a conclusion in 2023.

Eslami emphasized that neither military
force nor economic sanctions can put an end
to Iran’s nuclear program.

The Israeli regime, he said, is well aware
that its threats to attack Iran’s nuclear facil-
ities are unfounded and outside the scope of
its capabilities.

He cautioned that military attacks on
Iran’s nuclear facilities would be unsuc-
cessful and result in a swift and cata-
strophic retaliation. » Page 2

Exploring Iran’s
printing history: from
religious texts to
cultural exchange

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN - The National Day of the Printing
Industry in Iran, which is celebrated on
September 2 this year, holds immense
cultural and historical significance, serving
as a tribute to the invaluable impact of this
industry in shaping the country’s identity,
safeguarding its rich heritage, and facilitating
communication.

Printing was first introduced in Iran during
the Safavid dynasty in the early 16th century.
The first printing press in Iran was installed
by an Armenian » Page 8

@ Tehran Times/ Bahman Vakhshour

Iran’s National
Orchestra
honors Arbaeen
with tribute
performance

TEHRAN - The National
Orchestra of Iran paid tribute to

»

Arbaeen with “Farewell” concert

at Tehran's Vahdat Hall on August

30 and 31, marking the 40th day

W after Ashura, the martyrdom

anniversary of Imam Hussein (AS).

The concert, conducted by
Homayoun Rahimian, was
accompanied by prominent

[ranian vocalist Hesameddin Seraj,

composer Seyyed Mohammad
Mirzamani and poet Saed Bageri,

who narrated the event. » Page 8

Recall your spies
back home

By Zahra Akbari

TEHRAN - On August 22, the Atlantic
Council published an article titled “Iran has a
hostage-taking model. It's long overdue that
the US build a policy around it” The article,
written by Jason Brodsky, claimed Iran uses a
“hostage model” to further its interests.

At the beginning of the article, Brodsky
expresses concerns about the lack of a multi-
pronged strategy to prevent “hostage-taking”
by Iran. Then the writer suggests strategies
to prevent what he calls the so-called
process.

Brodsky, a non-resident scholar at
the Middle East Institute’s Iran Program,
claimed that since the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, » Page 2
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The lies of Western supporters become clear

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In a note, Kayhan addressed the issue of oil ex-
ports and wrote: While Western-oriented media
chains in Iran claimed that the increase in Iran’s
oil exports was due to the reduction of some
sanctions by the United States, an American offi-
cial denied this claim and admitted that increase
in Iran’s oil exports has happened despite the
strict U.S. sanctions. Following the release of this
good news, which happened without the JCPOA
and FATF and disregard for the U.S. sanctions,
the Western-oriented media chains started to
attribute the increase in oil export to a claim of
an Iran-US. agreement. They claimed that Iran
decreased the level of enrichment and after this
action, the United States loosened the sanctions
so that Iran could sell more oil, and therefore the
new openings happened due to the will of the
United States. Now, while a few days have passed
since the action of Western circles to distort the
“increase in Iran’s oil exports” for the benefit of
the United States, a spokesperson of the United
States Department of State told the Farsi section
of the Voice of America that the Biden adminis-
tration will continue to “strictly” implement the
sanctions against the Islamic Republic of Iran,
including the sanctions related to oil and petro-
chemical trade will continue.

Iran: The fruits of the opportunity of the neigh-
borhood

In an analysis, the Iran newspaper discussed
the Iran-Irag railway connection project, say-
ing: This project falls within a policy that the
Islamic Republic is pursuing in accordance with
its geopolitical position in the region. Raisi and
high-ranking Iraqi officials, in the many conver-
sations they had during the diplomatic meet-
ings, made their minds up to bring the railway
connection project into the implementation
phase and to use it as one of the important tools
in neutralizing and dealing with sanctions. The
Shalamcheh-Basrah connection is important
because considering that this route is a part of
the East-West transit corridor, its completion
will increase the passage of goods and passen-
gers from other countries through the Iranian
territory, which will result in earning more for-
eign currency revenues. In addition to economic
benefits and helping to reduce the pressure of
Western sanctions on Iran, this railway line will
strengthen economic and security coopera-
tion with Syria and Irag, facilitate “religious and
health tourism” among the three countries, and
provide access to regional and European mar-

kets by Iran. In fact, this project is the starting
point for the export of Iranian gas to Europe; this
means that parallel to the railway line, the gas
transmission pipeline will also be able to be built
and operated.

Sobh-e-No: The speed of the West and America
is slow

In a conversation with Amir Ali Abolfath, an
expert on international issues, Sobh-e-No dis-
cussed the process of negotiations between Iran
and the United States. This newspaper wrote: De-
spite all the efforts of the Israelis to prevent any
understanding or agreement between Iran and
the United States, the agreement will go into ef-
fect if it is necessary for the American national
interests. The Western side is willing to reach an
agreement with Iran, but the speed by the West
and the United States is slow. For example, the
Director General of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency claimed that he reached a “relatively
successful” agreement with Iran in March, but it
is progressing very slowly. From these words of
Grossi, it can be seen that the Americans are will-
ing to return to the JCPOA, but they have condi-
tions and their speed is also slow. Their condition
for returning to the JCPOA and the lifting of Iran’s
nuclear sanctions is that JCPOA Plus and JCPOA
2,3, and 4 are realized, which are related to Iran’s
drone, missile, security, and nuclear policies, and
Iran does not want to give concessions to the oth-
er party in these cases.

Shargh: Increasing Iran’s oil exports

Shargh analyzed the increase in Iran’s oil ex-
ports and sales. It wrote: Reuters claimed in a
report that Iran’s oil production and exports have
increased after an informal agreement between
Tehran and Washington because Tehran sells oil
to various buyers, including China. Analysts said
that this increase in Iran’s oil exports is mostly
the result of Iran’s success in evading U.S. sanc-
tions and Washington’s desire to de-escalate
tensions with Iran. According to analysts, Iran
has for years evaded oil sanctions through mea-
sures such as ship-to-ship transfers and spoof-
ing - or manipulating GPS transponders so that
ships show up in different positions - and the
country is only getting better at those tactics.
Sara Vakhshouri, president of SVB Energy Inter-
national, said: “The lack of transparency by the
Biden administration over Iran oil policy has con-
sequences for global energy security particularly
as some OPEC+ members cut output.”

Iran self-sufficient in arms production:

Army chief

TEHRAN- The commander-in-chief of the
Iranian Army said on Thursday that the Is-
lamic Republic is self-sufficient in producing
military equipment.

“Iran’s armed forces are not dependent
on other countries to meet the needs of the
defense field,” Major General Abdolrahim
Mousavi stressed as he attended a military
industry exhibition.

The top general said a nation cannot be
“respectable” and “proud” if it is dependent
on the defense industry.

Iran’s independence was achieved through
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution’s “lead-
ership and wisdom,” according to Major Gen-
eral Mousavi.

Mousavi went on to say that when a coun-
try relies on others for defense, it is limited
to acting based on capabilities in operations,
whereas when a country builds its defense
equipment based on its tactics and goals, it
can make decisions and have the power of
initiative.

Highlighting the accomplishments of Ira-
nian youth at the Defense Industry Achieve-
ments Exhibition, he stated that the country’s
Defense Ministry can protect Iran by relying
on young scientists, knowledge-based in-
dustries, and institutions.

The display of the accomplishments of the
Ministry of Defense began on August 29, the
day marking Defense Industry Day. President
Ebrahim Raisi attended the opening of the
exhibition.

On the same day, Iran unveiled the Mohajer
10 UAV. The unmanned aerial vehicle is outfit-
ted with electronic warfare and intelligence
technologies. It has a top speed of 210 km/h
and can transport various types of explosives
and ammunition.

At a height of 7000 meters and a range of
2,000 kilometers, Mohajer-10 can fly for up to
24 hours at a time.

Additionally, it has a 450-liter maximum
fuel capacity and a 300-kilogram limit on the
weight of its load.

During the event, the Arman-1 guided air-
launched bomb was also unveiled.

Meanwhile, President Raisi attended the
ceremony delivering strategic “Khorramshahr”
and “Haj Qassem” missiles to the Islamic Rev-
olution Guards Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force.

Speaking to the Arabic-language al-Alam
news network marking Defense Industry
Day, Major General Mousavi stressed that the
country has been able to build all the defen-
sive equipment necessary to secure borders
despite sanctions.

United Islamic Ummah is ‘greatest

obstacle’ to globa

From page 1 » The president stat-
ed that the domineering system con-
siders a united society and a united
Islamic nation that believes in God as
the biggest obstacle to the realization
of their selfishness and extravagance.
“In order to break this great barrier in
front of them, the arrogant countries
have taken measures, including sow-
ing discord among the Islamic nation.”

To fight Muslim nations, they also
insulted Muslims’ sanctities, notably
the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) and
the holy Quran, he asserted.

In other parts of his speech, the
president said that the resistance
front is benefiting from regional
changes, adding that “the current
situation in Palestine cannot be com-
pared with the one in the past.”

Raisi stressed that the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) used
to make choices for Palestinians, but
the Palestinian resistance fighters are
now taking the lead.

On the battlefield, the resistance
front determines the affairs and
“there is no talk of compromise and
capitulation in the Palestinian litera-

ture anymore,” he said.

Raisi went on to say that the ar-
rogant powers’ rhetoric of invasion
against Iran has changed “because
the Iran of today is different and
more powerful compared to the Iran
of yesterday””

He pointed out that the blood of the
victims, particularly the 15,000 Sunni
martyrs, and the participation of Ira-
nian men and women in various polit-
ical events are what give the Islamic
Republic its strength.

Today Shias and Sunnis together

limperiali

and by relying on the great capaci-
ties of the country have accomplished
many things and the face of the coun-
try’s cities has become very different
compared to before the revolution,
the president stated. “We should be
grateful to the Almighty God for the
things that have been done and steps
taken towards the tasks that should
be done with the help and compan-
ionship of each other”

Noting that the future is very bright
and promising, Raisi said, “The enemy
is looking for hopelessness and in this
context it uses every despairing word

sm: Raisi

to achieve its goals, but our duty is to
create hope in the society and as the
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution stressed, strengthening faith
and hope should be our goal”

Pointing out that the basis and
condition for the success of efforts
to strengthen faith and hope is unity
and cohesion, the president stated,
“The approach of the Islamic Republic
is to strengthen unity and cohesion
among the Islamic Ummah, and as the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution said
in his speech the other day, we are not
looking for a conflict with any country,
especially among neighboring and
Muslim countries, and we consider
the main enemy of the Islamic Ummah
to be America and the Zionist regime.”

The president said that the fall of
the US. and other haughty nations
would usher in a new era of global
governance.

“The regional and extra-region-
al coalitions and treaties among
emerging powers, including BRICS
and the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization, act as opponents to the
unilateralism of the hegemonic sys-
tem,” added Raisi.

Recall your spies back home

From page 1 » Iran has been involved in “hos-
tage-taking diplomacy”, and after the occupation of
the American embassy in Iran, the so-called mod-
el has become a policy. He further cited the Algiers
Accord of 1981, the unfreezing of $17 billion in 2016
during Barack Obama’s presidency, and the release
of some funds in 2022 by the United Kingdom in ex-
change for the discharge of Nazanin Zaghari, and lists
all of these as examples of Iran’s hostage diplomacy.

Brodsky has shared his perspective on the matter,
but it's important to explore other viewpoints for a
complete understanding. To address Brodsky’s article
thoroughly, let's take a look at a few decades before
the Islamic revolution in 1979 and continue until 2023.
This will provide a more comprehensive answer.

After the end of the Second World War in 1945, the
winners set the foundations of the world order. After
a while, the bipolar world emerged and the Cold War
began, with the Soviet Union and the United States
facing each other. Throughout the Cold War, these two
countries were not harmed, but as a result of their
competition, many Third World countries fell victim.
While international relations experts at that time
declared this situation simply as “the spillover of the
rivalry of two superpowers to the Third World”, the
people of these countries were subjected to economic
sanctions or imposed wars.

Iran was never spared from the interference of
superpowers. The first serious intervention of the
United States in Iran was the 1953 coup, known as
the 28 Mordad coup, where the UK instigated the
coup to overthrow the democratically elected Prime
Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh, and the memory
of this coup will never be erased from the minds of
the Iranian people.

With the Islamic Revolution’s victory in 1979, the
United States’ interventions and efforts to plan an-
other coup continued, and this time, people’s anger
resulted in the occupation of the American embassy
in Tehran. After the occupation of the embassy, the
hostility of the US. toward Iran entered a new phase
and did not decrease despite the passage of 44 years.

The blocking of the Iranian properties and the impo-
sition of sanctions continued unabated. Unlike what
has been claimed about the imposition of sanctions, it
was not a wise move. It was aimed to irritate Iranian
people and target their basic needs.

For years, the United States has seized Iranian
property through theft diplomacy, and they continue
to do so with various excuses. A recent example is the
attempt by American officials to sell the stolen Iranian
oil. The best course of action for Iran to regain access
to its property is to use the tools it has at its disposal.
The presence of Western spies in Iran creates an op-
portunity for Iran to do so.

Brodsky thinks that the prisoners are innocent and
have been unfairly taken as “hostages.” He may have
agreed with his government’s claim that they are not
spies, but we do not trust their word. Over the years,
we have witnessed the presence of Westem spy
groups in Iran, El Salvador, Vietnam, Nicaragua, and
other places of unrest.

Of course, Brodsky should not be upset about the
release of Iranian assets in exchange for the release
of Western spies, because the US. is actually signaling
to its spies that they have to continue vigorously with
their efforts to carry on theirmission! If they get stuck,
US. officials are here to negotiate their freedom!

In the rest of the article, the author seeks to pro-
pose a broad deterrence strategy to prevent the im-
plementation of what he calls “Iran’s hostage policy
model”. Brodsky believes that the “D” travel risk is not
enough and more restrictions should be applied. He
believes as far as a travel ban to Iran is in place for
all US. passport holders, the US. should work with
its European allies to implement similar restrictions.
Second, he adds, the United States should work with
its allies to jointly develop a set of sanctions that will
be automatically triggered once the Islamic Republic
takes hostage. These penalties should include eco-
nomic and diplomatic penalties.

In fact, in this part of the article, Brodsky is pro-
posing a protection strategy for Western spies in

Iran to return home safe and sound after complet-
ing their mission. His emphasis on diplomatic pun-
ishment is remarkable. Brodsky wrote that there
are more than ninety embassies in Iran and more
than ninety Iranian embassies around the world.
He proposes a number of Iranian diplomats should
be declared “personae non grata’, ambassadors to
Iran should be recalled “en masse,” and the travel
of former and current Iranian officials to foreign
countries should be severely limited.

If we focus on the author’s emphasis on diplomatic
punishments in light of the recent report by the Tehran
Times regarding efforts to replace Iranian diplomats
with new individuals, we will understand that there
is a new plan that goes beyond the mere discussion
about the release of a few spies. In fact, the recent
diplomatic moves of Iran on an international scale
have increased a desire by the West to limit Iran’s dip-
lomatic activities. If this issue is considered within the
framework of a step toward a multipolar world order
with the centrality of economically emerging coun-
tries such as China, the efforts of Iran to play arole in
this campaign will be of double importance.

Brodsky suggests that officials involved in hos-
tage-taking should face pre-determined sanctions on
the economic scale. Additionally, he says since airline
companies were involved in the transfer of Tehran's
drones to Russia, the U.S. government could launch a
campaign to attract other countries to impose sanc-
tions on the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC),
which he claims is one of Iran’s main tools for its hos-
tage-taking system.

If the United States wants to implement the au-
thor’s suggestion and design a new sanctions pack-
age to protect its spies, it will have a difficult road
ahead. After imposing this large volume of sanctions,
it will be very difficult for Washington to find new
loopholes to slap sanctions.

Iran has two suggestions for the United States to
solve the problem of the imprisonment of its spies:
first, stop stealing Iran’s property and return the coun-
try’s assets; and second, recall their spies back home.

Installing new IAEA cameras depends on adherence by JCPOA parties: nuclear chief

From page 1 » The Iranian nuclear
chief also stated that Iran is open to
constructive nuclear cooperation with
its Arab neighbors.

On Wednesday, he said that Tehran
had advanced its nuclear technology
despite two decades of industrial
sabotage.

“The country’s nuclear science,
which serves as a propeller for all in-
dustries, has come by while much in-
dustrial sabotage was committed to
impede its advancement over the last
20 years,” Eslami explained.

“Assassination of Iran’s nuclear sci-
entists, sanctions, psychological oper-

ations, and recourse to international
organizations towards exertion of
more pressure, none could impede the
advancement of the country’s nuclear
science,” he stressed.

Israel has made several sabotage
attacks on Iran’s nuclear plants and
assassinated up to seven Iranian nu-
clear experts.

In tandem with its efforts to throw
doubt on the nature of Iran’s nuclear
energy program, the regime’s officials
have waged a raucous propaganda
campaign aimed at undermining the
Islamic Republic’s nuclear activities.

Israel, the only nuclear weapons

possessor in West Asia, has refused
to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) owing to assistance
from the United States, its closest
and longest friend.

Eslami recalled that Iran’s adver-

saries “resorted to saber-rattling ev-
ery day, saying they would attack the
country’s nuclear facilities.”

But now, Iran has become an inter-
national pioneer in nuclear energy, and
“the enemies cannot tolerate this,” he
continued.

The enemy is opposed to the Iranian
people’s prosperity and calm, the nu-
clear chief stated.

“Today, by God’s grace, we have at-
tained all achievements in the field of
nuclear technology,” Eslami said, put-
ting the progress down to “ardor and
round-the-clock endeavor”

Commander: Iran detects, monitors stealth aircraft miles away from borders

TEHRAN- An Iranian top commander announced
on Friday the country’s capability to monitor the
stealth aircraft miles away from its borders.

“These capabilities have enabled us to detect and
monitor any enemy stealth aircraft miles away from
the borders,” Brigadier General Alireza Sabahifard
said.

Addressing worshippers in Tehran, the command-
er of the Army Air Defense Force said the country is
self-sufficient in the production of all kinds of sys-
tems with the highest technologies.

“The US. and its mercenaries will take their goals

to the grave,” noted Sabahifard, pointing to the long
list of plots and hostilities by American officials
against the Iranian nation.

“The greater the pressure, the more the moti-
vation to progress,” stated the commander, adding
although sanctions are imposed on the country, the
ArmyandtheIRGCareat the highest level of self-suf-
ficiency, readiness, and combat power, and both
forces are one unit.

The top general termed “jihadi work” as the incen-
tive that led to the design and production of missile
systems, radars, and sensors with and without ra-

diation, drones, information gathering systems, and
electronic and cyber warfare equipment.

“There is no loophole to penetrate the country’s
sky,” said the commander, adding that this combat
power has been gained through numerous drills and
continuous monitoring of the country’s sky.

“| loudly announce that the powerful Air Defense
Force does not depend on any country to meet its
defense needs in all sectors,” said the general, re-
ferring to the Bavar 373 long-range missile system
which symbolizes Iran’s self-sufficiency in the air
defense force.



Iran thwarts ‘biggest’ Israeli
sabotage against defense industry

By Faramarz Kuhpayeh

TEHRAN - After a relatively long
period of silence on Israel’s acts of
sabotage, the Iranian authorities
dropped a new bombshell,
indicating that a huge intelligence
war had been raging on behind the
scenes.

Over the last year, there have
been very scant announcements
about potential acts of sabotage
by Israel. While Iran’s progress in
sensitive areas continued unabated,
the silence from Israel and Iran was
noticeable.

But this deafening silence was
loudly broken on Thursday.

Iran’s defense ministry released
a statement on Thursday detailing
how it had managed to foil an
attack by Israel’s foreign spy agency,
Mossad, on its missiles program.

“The Ministry of Defense has
successfully — neutralized  an
industrial sabotage plan by the
Mossad, the Zionist regime’s
espionage service, aimed at Iran’s
missile, aerospace, and aviation
industries,” read the statement.

According to a spokesman for
the ministry, the Iranian missiles
program in recent years has been
thetargetofvarious sabotageacts
due to its strategic effectiveness
in creating deterrence against
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Countertfeit missile parts that Mossad's agents tried to deceive Iran
into purchasing.

enemy threats.

Emphasizing the  country’s
self-sufficiency in designing and
producing various systems and
missiles, he added that multi-
layered intelligence plans have
been drawn up and implemented
to deceive rival spy services into
buying defective compounds.

“The missile industry not only
contributes  significantly to the
country’s military and defense
capabilities but also provides a
suitable platform for trapping
complex spy networks and inflicting
significant blows to the intelligence
capacities of rival services,” stated
the spokesman.

The official revealed that a
professional network, under the
direct guidance of Mossad, had
plotted to bring faulty and equipped
pieces into the supply chain of
the production line of advanced
missiles in the missile industries of
the defense ministry through the
cooperation of some infiltrating
elements. The aim was to tum these
produced missiles into explosive
tools to target industrial lines and
employees.

“Despite the enemy’s elaborate
plan, the operation was under
constant surveillance from the
beginning and was completely
neutralized with the arrest of its
agents. Through the execution

of this successful project, all of
Mossad’s foreign and internal
agents were identified and put
under intelligence monitoring”

The spokesperson added that up
until recently, Israel was completely
confident that its sabotage plan
and transfer of defective parts
to the defense industry had been
successfully executed. “They are
still unable to fathom the depth
of their defeat” said the defense
ministry official.

Iran’s national TV has released
the footage of the faulty parts.

The new Iranian announcement
regarding the Israeli sabotage
put an end to speculations that
the intelligence war between the
two sides might have jerked to a
halt. It transpired that beneath the
veneer of silence over the last year
there have been huge intelligence
operations. It also indicated that
Israel studiously continued its
efforts to inflict sabotage on Iran’s
defense program but it failed due to
counterintelligence efforts by Iran.

The busting of Mossad’s spy
networks in Iran was another blow
tolsrael’s intelligence assets in Iran,
which Israeli officials have always
been keen to boast of. The Thursday
announcement showed that Israel
is no longer able to carry out big
operations.

Resistance in strongest position: Iran FM to Hezbollah chief

Nabih Berri reassures the top Iranian diplomat that Lebanese authorities are working
to elect a president as soon as possible

Frome Page 1 » He held discussions with
Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdallah Rashid Bouhabib
on Thursday. The two discussed various topics
including bilateral, regional, and international issues.

During the meeting, Iran’s foreign minister
encouraged all Lebanese parties to engage in
dialogue to advance the political process in the
country. Additionally, he expressed Iran’s willingness
to assist Lebanon in countering electricity and fuel
shortages, offering help with repairing existing
power plants and constructing new ones.

Amir Abdollahian expressed hope that the joint
commission for economic cooperation between Iran
and Lebanon would convene promptly following the
formation of Lebanon’s new government.

Bouhabib expressed gratitude for Iran’s support
in maintaining stability in Lebanon and welcomed
further collaboration between the two countries in
various areas.

The Iranian foreign minister also met with
Lebanon’s Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri on Friday.

Berri reassured the Iranian diplomat that
Lebanese authorities are working to elect a
president as soon as possible. “If the president is
elected, Lebanon a a rich country can get out of the
current difficult economic situation in a short period
of time,” he stressed.

Berri also addressed the external pressure on
Lebanon, saying certain foreign states are seeking to
weaken the Arab country’s resistance.

The Lebanese official also lauded resistance
forces as a fundamental pillar of Lebanon’s security,
as they help support the nation against various
threats.

Iran will stand by Syria

Before embarking on his journey to Lebanon, Amir
Abdollahian spent two days in Damascus, where he
met with several Syrian officials.

During a meeting with Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad, the Iranian foreign minister reaffirmed
Tehran's support towards Syria.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran, as it was alongside

Syria in the difficult days, will continue to be
alongside Syria and its people under any new
circumstances,” said Amir Abdollahian.

The top Iranian diplomat also lauded the Syrian
people for giving their all in the fight against
terrorism. “We are pleased that today the region
and the world have realized the reality and power
of Syria. Although unfortunately, the enemies of
Syria are still trying to tumn the screws on the Syrian
nation by resorting to sanctions”.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized the need for all
parties to respect the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Syria, adding Iran will fight alongside the
Arab country until terrorists are wiped off the face
of the earth.

Amir Abdollahian buoyant over Syria-Arab
League engagement

The minister also described the process of Iran-
Saudi Arabia relations as progressing and deemed
it in favor of both countries and the whole region.
He also expressed satisfaction with the resumption
of Syria's engagement in the Arab League and the
strengthening of Syrian-Arab relations.

Assad, for his part, congratulated Iran’s accession
to the BRICS group of emerging economies, saying
the membership shows that the world is changing
and what Iran and Syria have stood for was right.

Assad also commented on the US. foreign
policy strategies stating that Washington tries
to create tensions and crisis between countries
so it can capitalize on Shia-Sunni or Arab-Iranian
differences. The president welcomed Iran’s initiative
to strengthen relations with Arab countries in the
region, calling it a strategic move.

During the meeting, the two officials discussed
Syria’s political affairs, the Astana process,
developments in Palestine as well as other regional
and international issues as well.

Before meeting with Assad, Amir Abdollahian
held a joint press conference with Syria's Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, Faisal Mekdad.

Mekdad lauded the recent rapprochement deal
between Iran and Saudi Arabia saying such deals are

to the benefit of the whole region.

“The real threat to the Western presence in the
region is friendly ties between regional countries. We
are glad that most Arab countries have restored their
relations with Iran. We must accept the geographical
realities of the region. This will block the path for
Western countries to engage in war. We are pleased
with the resumption of relations between Iran and
Saudi Arabia and we support it,” said the Syrian
foreign minister.

‘No détente with Ankara unless Turkey exits
illegal forces from Syria’

Regarding the ties between Damascus and
Ankara, Mekdad said a détente would not be
possible unless Turkey withdraws its illegal
forces from Syria.

He also commented on years of US. crimes
against Syrian people saying Washington needs to
realize that it is time to leave. “In the past 12 years,
thousands of Syrians have lost their lives as a direct
result of US. crimes. We gave our all to stand against
Washington's actions and we are sure that the US.
will once again fail to carry out its vicious plans.
However, this time, it is the world that is unitedly
standing against US. actions. We see how the US.
interferes in Ukraine. What is happening in Niger;
people are tired of the interference of Americans and
Europeans in their internal affairs and want them to
let go of their countries”.

For his part, Amir Abdollahian commented on the
implementation of economic agreements between
the two countries, saying several steps have been
taken to make sure the agreements are executed.

“Inrecent days, an economic delegation from Syria
traveled to Tehran. Our ambassadors in Damascus
and Tehran actively follow up on the agreements
made by the two presidents. We will continue our
strong support for each otherin trade, economic,and
technological matters,” added the Iranian official.

Iran's foreign minister also reassured that the
two countries would follow up on their plans despite
constant efforts by the U.S. to hinder Iran-Syria ties.

BRICS membership thwarted project of isolating Iran: MP

TEHRAN - A senior lawmaker has
said that Iran’s membership in BRICS
means that the project of isolating
Iran has come to naught.

The lawmaker, Ebrahim Azizi,
who is the deputy chairman of the
Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee, said, “The
first message of Iran’s presence in
BRICS is the failure of the project of
isolating Iran. For years, America and
its allies have sought to isolate Iran,
but the Islamic Republic thwarted
the project of isolating Iran by
strengthening its interactions and
participating in regional and extra-
regional organizations.”

He described the second message
of Iran's membership in BRICS as the

collapse of the unipolar economy.

“Europeans and Westerners have
focused on the unipolar economy
and have made unilateralism the
basis of action. Iran’s joining BRICS
means the failure of the unipolar
economic project of one-sidedness
centered on the Americans because
with the joining of Iran and the
strengthening of BRICS, we are
witnessing the removal of the
world economy from the clutches
of America and its allies,” Azizi said
in remarks to IRNA.

He added, “lran can play an
important role in BRICS with
its unique reserves of oil, gas
and minerals and its strategic
location. Therefore, acceptance of

membership is important for both
Iran and a good opportunity has
been provided for BRICS to use the
capabilities of the Islamic Republic
of Iran”

Iran has long expressed interest
in joining the group due to its
economic potential and geopolitical
importance. This became a reality in
August when the bloc of emerging
economies invited Iran for full
membership. Iran greatly welcomed
the invitation.

Azizi said the bloc represents the
emerging markets. “BRICS is the
voice of emerging markets. It is an
opportunity to achieve development
and enjoy the balance of the world
economy, which will change the

rules of the world’s political and
economic game,” he noted.

The lawmaker also said Iran’s
membership in BRICS is one of the
diplomatic achievements of the
Raisi administration.

“Iran’'s membership in BRICS is
one of the successes of the 13th
government in the field of diplomacy.
Effective steps were taken in this
regard. Membership in BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
solving some important regional
issues, special relations  with
neighbors, reducing tensions and
releasing blocked assets are among
the important achievements of
the 13th government in the field of
diplomacy,” he stated.
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Iran squad named
for two friendly
matches

TEHRAN - Iran football coach Amir Ghalenoei
announced his 24-man team for two friendly
matches against Bulgaria and Angola.

Team Melli will face Bulgaria on Sept. 7 at the
Hristo Botev Stadium in Plovdiv.

Iran will also meet Angola five days later in
Tehran.

The friendly matches have been arranged as
part of preparation for the 2023 AFC Asian Cup,
where the Persians have been drawn in Group C
along with the UAE, Hong Kong and Palestine.

Goalkeepers:

Alireza Beiranvand (Persepolis), Payam
Niazmand (Sepahan), Mohammadreza Akhbari
(Gol Gohar)

Defenders:

Milad Mohammadi (AEK Athens), Ehsan
Hajisafi (AEK Athens), Ramin Rezaeian
(Sepahan), Sadegh Moharrami (Dinamo Zagreb),
Morteza Pouraliganji (Persepolis), Mohammad
Daneshgar (Sepahan), Rouzbeh Cheshmi
(Esteghlal), Hossein Moradmand (Esteghlal)

Midfielders:

Ali  Karimi (Kayserispor), Milad Sarlak
(Persepolis), Saeid Ezatolahi (Vejle Boldklub),
Ali Alizadeh (Gol Gohar), Saman Ghoddos
(Brentford), Ahmad Nourollahi (Al Wahda),
Vahid Amiri (Persepolis), Mohammad Mohebbi
(Rostov), Mehdi Torabi (Persepolis), Alireza
Jahanbakhsh (Feyenoord)

Forwards:

Shahriar Moghanlou (Sepahan), Mehdi Taremi
(Porto), Reza Asadi (Sepahan)

2023 FIBA World
Cup: France beat
Iran

TEHRAN - France basketball team defeated
Iran 82-55 in the FIBA World Cup 2023 on
Thursday.

France’s Nando de Colo and Guerschon Yabusele
contributed 12 and 11 points, respectively.

Meisam Mirzaei and Behnam Yakhchali
collected 11 points for Iran each.

This win gave France one rare bright spot
in an otherwise gloomy campaign in Jakarta
having failed to progress to the main table after
a preliminary round for the first time in the FIBA
World Cup since 1986.

“Congratulations to France. | think they came
out much stronger here against us. Playing back-
to-back against Spain and France was not easy
today. Especially in the 2nd half, we did not play
good anymore, and they won the game,” Iran
guard Behnam Yakhchali said.

Hakan Demir
reacts to Iran’s
loss against France

TEHRAN - Iran basketball team head coach
Hakan Demir says that his team was exhausted
against France.

Team Melli lost to France 82-55 in Group P of
the FIBA World Cup 2023 on Thursday.

Iran had previously lost to Brazil, Ivory Coast
and Spain in the Preliminary Round.

“After the Spain game, we did not get much
rest, then played France. They rested more than
us, and they came out strong,” Demir said after
the match.

“We also could not use Hamed Haddadi in this
game. They were also better defensively and
offensively in the 2nd half;” Iran’s coach added.

“Also in crucial moments, our main guys
stayed out of the game. Arsalan Kazemi could not
continue and Behnam Yakhchali was injured,” he
noted.

“Also, some guys did not show the performance
we expected from them. We did not use our
opportunities well, and we lost the game,” Demir
concluded.
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Straight Truth

Golmohammadi
reaches 100 wins
with Persepolis

TEHRAN - Yahya Golmohammadi achieved
a significant personal milestone with the
Persepolis football team, reaching 100 wins
with the Iranian giant.

Persepolis defeated Foolad 2-0 Wednesday
night to remain in second place in the Iran
Professional League (IPL) table.

He has reached 100 wins in 162 games with
Persepolis.

Former Persepolis coach Ali
had previously reached the record.

Parvin

Iran beaten by
India at 2023 Asian
Women'’s Volleyball
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran lost to India 3-1 (22-25,
25-19, 30-28, 25-17) in Pool B of the 2023
Asian Women’s Volleyball Championship on
Thursday.

Iran were overpowered by powerhouses
Japan 3-0 on Wednesday and finished in
third place in the pool.

“As I've already said, we have participated
in the competition with a rejuvenated team.
Our players made so many mistakes but
these kinds of tournaments will help them
gain experience for the future,” Iran coach
Fatemeh Rashidi said.

Teams are pitted against one another in
the pool round-robin preliminaries, with only
top two teams from each pool advancing to
the Top 8.

The 22nd edition of the continent’s
biggest women’s volleyball tournament
kicked off on Aug. 30 and will run until Sept.
6 at 5,000-seater Chartchai Hall and The
Mall Korat's MCC Hall in Nakhon Ratchasima,
Thailand.

Blanco reaches
agreement with
Esteghlal

TEHRAN - Iranian football club Esteghlal
reached an agreement with Gustavo Blanco
Leschuk.

The 31-year-old forward will join the Blues
from Spanish football team Eibar.

The Argentine striker started playing
career in his homeland team Arsenal de
Sarandi in 2011 and has also played in Anzhi
Makhachkala, Wydad Casablanca, Malaga,
Antalyaspor and Oviedo.

Esteghlal, headed by Javad Nekounam, will
meet Persepolis in the Tehran derby in IPL
Matchweek 5, slated for early October.

Iran rout Japan at
Men’s Hockey5s
Asia Cup 2023

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Japan 10-1 at the
Men’s Hockey5s Asia Cup 2023 underway in
Oman'’s Salalah on Friday.

Navid Taheri Rad (three goals), Zabihollah
Rahchamani (two goals), Mohammad Ali
Salehipour (two goals), Aref Hamedi (two
goals) and Mohammad Reza Saadat scored
goals for Iran.

Kinutani Ryusuke scored Japan’s only goal.

Iran have previously defeated Hong Kong
7-2, Indonesia 5-2, Kazakhstan 12-8 and
Afghanistan 12-2 in the Challenger Pool.

Team Melli will play Malaysia in its next
match.
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Straight Truth

Mehdi Zeyghami appointed as new
TPO head

Industry Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi (L) and
TPO Head Mehdi Zeyghami

TEHRAN - Iranian Industry, Mining and Trade
Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi has appointed Mehdi
Zeyghami as the new head of the country’s
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO), IRNA
reported on Thursday.

Zeyghami replaced Alireza Peyman-Pak who
was the head of the mentioned organization
since September 2021 up to late May this year.

Zeyghami, previously a deputy at the TPO,

was promoted to be the acting head of TPO on
May 20.

Fishery exports increase 35% in 4

months on year

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s fishery export has
risen 35 percent in the first four months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-July 22),
compared to the same period of time in the past year.

According to Abbas Mokhtari, the director
general of the Agriculture Ministry’s Office of
Quality Improvement, Processing, and Aquatic
Market Development, some 68135 tons of
fisheries and aquaculture products worth $114.748
million were exported during the mentioned four
months, also registering a 32 percent rise in terms
of weight, IRIB reported.

In the first four months of this year, 31,000
tons of all kinds of fish worth $50 million, as
well as 2.208 million tons of tuna fish worth two
million dollars, $34 million of shrimp, 142 tons of
omamental fish worth $167000 dollars, 1451
million tons of canned fish worth $6 million and
one ton of caviar and caviar substitute worth
$631,000 were exported, Mokhtari explained.

The official put the imports of fishery products
in this period at 4,078 tons worth $12.301 million,
saying: “The imports increased by 272 percent in
terms of weight and 148 percent in terms of value
compared to the same period last year”

Iran’s aquaculture industry is on a wave of
progress and has world ranks in the production of
some fishery products.

According to the head of the Iran Fisheries
Organization (IFO), the country exported $600
million worth of fishery products in the previous
Iranian calendar year 1401.

Announcing a positive balance of $520 million in
the previous year, Hossein Hosseini said that there

is a capacity of up to $2 billion in exports for the
country’s fishery industry.

It is worth mentioning that the growth and
development of Iran’s aquaculture industry has
reached the point where the country has become a
model for the countries of the region and the world.

The United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAQO) believes that Iran plays a
responsible and central role in the fishing and
aquaculture industry in the region, and for this
reason, it can be considered a model for the
countries of the region.

Now the world markets have become the target
of the export of the country’s fishery products, so
that, the value of fishery exports also increased
by 67 percent in the Iranian calendar year 1400
compared to the preceding year.

In addition to the executive role of the IFO, the
role of research and knowledge-based activities
in this field is very important, and the entry of
young specialists and knowledge-based experts
in various sectors of the fishery industry has made
the sanctions ineffective.

‘Iran ready to implement petrochemical

projects overseas’

TEHRAN - Iran is completely ready to
implement petrochemical projects and launching
petrochemical complexes in friendly countries
that are willing to collaborate with the Islamic
Republic, an official with the country’s National
Petrochemical Company (NPC) said.

According to Ahmad Shokri, the director of
projects at the NPC, considering the negotiations
conducted with neighboring countries and in
line with the 13th government’s policy for the
development of international relations, the NPC
is fully ready to implement various complexes
in five major petrochemical fields from zero to
100 including technical knowledge to operation,
Shana reported.

Emphasizing that the most important
project management activity of the National
Petrochemical  Industries ~ Company s
currently related to the follow-up of the
issues and challenges of the ongoing
domestic petrochemical projects to accelerate
their completion, Shokri said: “About 100
petrochemical projects have been defined in
the seventh and eighth National Development
Plans”

“Based on the planning, the capacity of
the petrochemical industry will reach 200
million tons annually by the end of the eighth
development plan, and reaching this capacity
will require 90 billion dollars of investment, of
which 36 billion dollars will be attracted under
the framework of the seventh development plan,
and 30 percent of this figure has been supplied
so far” the official said.

Pointing out that 58 projects of the mentioned
100 projectsare currently underway with average
progress of about 31 percent, he continued: “In
these projects, from basic products to the value

chain and final products will be produced”

He further pointed to the NPC's emphasis
on completing the value chain and balanced
development of the petrochemical industry
and stated: “In order to increase the progress
of these projects, we need the cooperation of
related institutions and organizations, banks and
the National Development Fund for financing””

As announced by the deputy head of the
Iranian Association of Petrochemical Industry
Corporation (APIC), Iran has earned $61
billion from exporting 120 million tons of
petrochemical products during 2018-2022
amid growing sanctions.

Fariborz  Karimaei, who made the
announcement in the 32nd meeting of
the managing directors of the country’s
petrochemical companies in late June, said
around 40 million tons of petrochemicals were
produced in the previous Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20).

Of the mentioned figure, 28 million tons were
exported and 12 million tons were sold inside the
country, he said, adding the annual revenues of
the sector amounted to $27 billion.

According to Karimaei, more than 27 million
tons of raw materials worth $26 billion and
over 11 million tons of urea fertilizers valued
at $3.2 billion were supplied to downstream
and agricultural industries respectively by
petrochemical complexes during the above-
mentioned five-year period.

The petrochemical industry plays a crucial
role in Iran’s non-oil economy, as petrochemical
export is the second-largest source of revenue
for the country after crude oil. Petrochemical
exports already constitute nearly 33 percent of
the country’s non-oil exports.

TEHRAN - National Iranian
Drilling Company (NIDC) dug
and completed the digging
operations of 195 oil and gas wells
since the current government
took officein August 2021, the
managing director of the company
announced.

Hamidreza Golpayegani said
the wells were discovery wells,
development-delineation ~ wells,
and workover wells.

The official also announced
that 158,410 meters of drilling
were conducted for digging the
mentioned wells through 9,562
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' NIDC digs, completes 195 oil,

gas wells in 2 years

in the past year.

Speaking at the company’s
annualboardmeeting, Golpayegani
said NIDC’'s performance in
various operational, technical,
engineering, support, services,
and headquarters departments
has been significant and improved
in the previous year compared to
the preceding two years.

“According to the statistics
of our planning department,
the productivity index [of the
company] reached 62 percent
past year, while this figure was 48
percent in 1400,” Golpayegani said.

operations over the past two
years.

As announced by the deputy
managing director of NIDC for
drilling operation, the company
dug and completed the digging
operation of 99 oil and gas wells
during the past Iranian calendar
year 1407 (ended on March 20).

According to Masoud Afshar,
the drilled wells consisted of 15
development, five exploratory, and
79 workover ones.

He said that 77 of the mentioned
wellsweredrilledinthe operational
zone of the National Iranian South
Oil Company (NISOC), eight wells
were drilled in the fields under the

Tehran province records lowest inflat

TEHRAN - A review of the data released by

supervision of the Iranian Offshore
Oil Company (I00C), eight in the
fields under the operation of
the Petroleum Engineering and
Development Company (PEDEC),
two wells in the framework of
project, and four in the operational
zone of the drilling management
department of National Iranian Oil
company (NIOC).

Over 67000 meters of
drilling were conducted for
drilling the mentioned wells, the
official announced, and noted,
“Comprehensive planning has
beendonetospeedupthedrilling
operations and it is expected
that with the reconstruction and

modernization of the drilling
machines and equipment, in the
current year we will see the use
of more drilling machines of the
company in the oil-rich areas of
the country”

Stating that 63 of the 73 light,
heavy and extra heavy drilling
rigs in the company’s fleet are
in operation or being moved, he
put the number of rigs being
moved at 20.

The NIDC managing director
has declared the company’s
infrastructure  improvement
in line with the programs of
the Oil Ministry as the most
important achievement of NIDC

39.8 percent more for purchasing the same  [E& 1N
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Pointing to the company’s
strengths,  weaknesses, and
opportunities, the official
stated: “Although the past year’s
performance in all sectors shows
growth and an upward trend, we
should not be satisfied and try to
get the company to an even better
position this year”

Considering the National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC)'s strategies
for strengthening the presence
of domestic companies in the
development of the country’s
oil fields, NIDC, as a major NIOC
subsidiary, has been supporting
such companies by lending them
drilling rigs and other necessary

equipment.
te
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the Statistical Center of Iran (SCl) shows that
Tehran province with 421 percent recorded
the lowest inflation rate in the twelve-month
period that ended on August 22, which marks
the end of the fifth Iranian calendar month
Mordad.

The highest 12-month inflation rate is related
to Yazd province with 57.2 percent, based on the
SCI's statistics.

The SClI has put the country’s average
inflation rate in the twelve-month period that
ended on August 22 at 46.7 percent, falling 0.8
percent from the figure for the twelve-month
ended to the fourth month.

The center put the country’s point-to-point
inflation rate at 39.8 percent in the fifth month,
which means families have paid an average of

package of commodities and services in that
month, compared to the same month in the
preceding year.

The point-to-point inflation rate dropped 0.4
percent in the fifth month from the previous
month.

The Statistical Center of Iran has put the
average inflation rate in the twelve-month
period that ended on March 20, 2023, which
marks the end of the past Iranian calendar year
1401, at 45.8 percent.

The center had put the inflation rate in the
twelve-month period that ended on March
20, 2022 (the end of the Iranian calendar year
1400) at 40.2 percent and that of the Iranian
calendar year 1399 at 36.4 percent.
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In mid-July, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in an economic outlook report said
inflation in Iran which was reported to be 49

percent in 2022 is expected to fall to 42 percent
in 2023 and then to 30 percent in 2024.

TEHRAN - Iran exported
over $3615 billion worth of
commodities to the members
of the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) in the first
four months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-July 22) to
register a 4.52-percent increase
year on year, an official with the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) said.

According to Omid Golzari,
the head of the IRICA Office of
International Affairs and Public
Relations, Iran exported 8.161 tons
of goods to the ECO members
during the said period, Tasnim
News Agency reported.

The volume of exports also
increased by 3124 percent in
comparison to the previous year’s
same four months, the official said.

As previously announced by
the IRICA head, Iran’s trade with
the members of the Economic

calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

According to  Mohammad
Rezvani-Far, Iran exported $13
billion worth of commodities to
the said nations last year, while the
imports stood at $7.5 billion.

Referring to the trade potentials
of ECO member countries in
various fields, such as railand land
transport, common borders, as
well as territorial and population
size, Rezvani-Far said the volume
of commercial exchanges with ECO
members should be more than
this figure.

“IRICA is fully prepared to take

and transit exchanges with ECO
members in order to achieve the
organization’s goals set according
to the ECO agreement,” he said.

The official underlined the
development of transit ties
with ECO members as a way of
boosting trade exchanges with the
mentioned countries.

“lran  has many customs
agreements and memorandums
with ECO member countries, and
in order for these agreements
to be operational in line with
the provisions of the ECO
agreement, it is suggested that
the ECO secretariat announces the
necessary measures needed to be
taken with the cooperation of the
members,” he noted.

Iran and ECO members traded
more than 23723 million tons of
goods worth $1171 billion during the
Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended

Iran’s 4-month export to ECO members rises 4.52% yr/yr

and the share of imports from these
countries was 5312 million tons
worth $4.819 billion.

Petroleum  products, dairy
products, foodstuff, fresh and
dried fruits, juices and citrus
fruits, carpets, saffron, fish, caviar,
omamental aquatic products,
various  stones, construction
equipment, clothing, industrial
equipment, bags and shoes,
medicine, and health supplies,
as well as plastic products, were
Iran’s main exported items to ECO
members last year, while basic
goods, industrial machinery, raw
materials for production, and
medical supplies and medicine,
were the top imported goods from

ECO member states.
The Economic  Cooperation
Organization or ECO is an

Asian political and economic
intergovernmental  organization
that was founded in 1985 in Tehran

Cooperation Organization reached  the

$20.5 billion in the previous Iranian

necessary measures for
increasing the volume of trade

on March 20, 2022), of which the
share of exports was 18.419 million
tons of goods worth $6.890 billion

by the leaders of Iran, Pakistan,
and Turkey.

Armenia seeking access to Arab markets, India through Iran

TEHRAN - Armenia is seeking to export its
goods through Iran to the Arab countries of the
region and India, as the country is trying to also
increase trade with the Islamic Republic, Fars
News Agency reported citing ARMENPRESS.

“Armenia and Iran attach great importance to
the prospect of carrying out shipments through
the Persian Gulf-Black Sea logistic route, and the
Armenian side is maximally seeking to support
the implementation of this megaproject,
attaching great importance to the use of its
own territory. The option of exporting Armenian
goods through Iranian territory to Arab
countries and India is also under discussion,
and in this context, the parties have decided to
find solutions through joint efforts and simplify
the procedures applied from both sides on that
road,” Armenia’s commercial attaché to Iran
Vardan Kostanyan told ARMENPRESS.

“We are now looking into the untapped
potential and opportunities to utilize them in
bilateral cooperation. On the other hand, our
neighbor is still under sanctions, therefore
while carrying out economic policy we are
unconditionally taking into consideration this
fact. Iran provides state support and protection
to companies investing in its economy,
Kostanyan said, highlighting direct meetings
between business representatives.

According to Kostanyan, both sides are
seeking new opportunities to further develop
trade. The two countries plan to increase
bilateral trade to one billion dollars, and then to
three billion dollars.

He further noted that Iran plans to open
eight new free economic zones, bringing the
number of its free zones to 15.

Armenia’s membership to the Eurasian Economic

Union (EAEU) and its land border with Iran gives
opportunities for establishing enterprises and
carrying out broad joint projects, he said.

Iran and Armenia are working to significantly
increase trade tumover. Last year bilateral
trade stood at $714 million, while the data
of this year’s first half shows a 13 percent
increase, which in tum shows that the positive
pace of dynamics is maintained.

On August 25, an exhibition showcasing
the products offered by Iranian and Armenian
companies in the fields of agriculture,
manufacturing, and tourism opened in Yerevan
with the purpose of boosting bilateral trade
between the two countries.

Hojatollah Abdolmaleki, the secretary of
Iran’s Free Zones High Council and presidential
advisor was personally leading a delegation to
Armenia and attended the event.
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Libya ties backfires

Libyan foreign minister goes into hiding amid public uproar over Israeli meeting

From page 1 » Mangoush’s
whereabouts is now unknown
following the uproar in Libya
after news emerged of the
exchange late last week.

Dbeibah also touched on
the ongoing probe about the
incident, saying, “Regardless of
good or bad intentions, together
we (the Libyan people) will learn
the details of what happened
in Rome through the ongoing
investigation.”

Under a 1957 law in Libya, it
is illegal to normalize ties with
the occupation regime of Israel.
Libya has long been hostile
toward the Israeli regime and
a staunch supporter of the
Palestinians.

During a televised ministerial
meeting of the Libyan
Government of National Unity,
Prime Minister Dbeibah said his
government completely rejects
“any form of normalization” with
Israel.

“Before | assumed this
mission, (Iaffirm) our categorical
and complete rejection of any
form of normalization, and
our complete bias towards the
Palestinian people and their
just cause,” Dbeibah told his
ministers.

The Premier has also accepted
responsibility for the foreign
minister’s illegal interaction,
in spite of being unaware of
the reported secret gathering,
saying, “Despite everything that
happened to our people, they
still cling to their principles and
identity. In fact, from this place,
| bear full responsibility for this
government, regardless of who
made mistakes in it and who
was responsible.”

“Long live Libya, long live its
people, long live Palestine, and
long live the Palestinian cause in
our hearts,” he added.

The Israeli Foreign Ministry
has declined to comment on
Dbeibah’s remarks.

On Tuesday, Libya’s parliament
also condemned the meeting,
while voicing opposition to
any attempt toward any level
of normalization with Israel,
with the parliament speaker
denouncing any contacts with
the regime and emphasizing
Libya’s  support for the
Palestinians.

AguilaSalehlIssaaddedthatno
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one is allowed to undermine the
Palestine struggle for freedom,
and everyone should work
on establishing a Palestinian
state with occupied al-Quds
(Jerusalem) as its capital.

In a sign of how just sensitive
the news was for the Libyan
public, the reported meeting
ignited angry street protests in
several Libyan cities, including
mass rallies in the capital
Tripoli, with demonstrations
strongly condemning Israel and
protesters chanting slogans in
support of the Palestinians.

This, in turn, prompted the
suspended foreign minister
Mangoush to reportedly flee
to Turkey for fear of her safety.
Her exact whereabouts remain
unknown.

Israeli news reports suggest
that the regime’s Prime
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu,
was furious with his foreign
minister for making the news
public before informing him.

Reports also suggest the
United States is fuming about
the Israeli announcement of the
reported meeting amid the wave
of angry reactions from Libya.

Both Israel and the US. are
reportedly said to have hoped
the private meeting could
have materialized into some
type of PR boost for Israel and
President Biden, ahead of the
2024 US. presidential election
with a view to some kind of
normalization agenda between
Israel and Libya.

The response from the Libyan
people and the government
officials since the news broke
out suggests that no such
measure will materialize in the

Abdul Hamid Dbeibah
. T |

foreseeable future.

Israel is finding itself isolated
in West Asia after the so-called
Abraham Accords which saw
the UAE, Bahrain, and Morocco
normalizing ties with Israel
when Donald Trump was at the
White House.

While Sudan formally joined
the so-called Abraham Accords,

relations between Sudan
and the occupation regime
have been frozen because

of domestic opposition and
political instability.

“Long live Libya,
long live its
people, long live
Palestine, and
long live the
Palestinian cause
in our hearts,” the
Libyan PM says.

Three years later, Israel had
widely hoped to expand on the
so-called Abraham Accords
by normalizing ties with many
more states in West Asia and
Africa, something that has yet
to transpire.

Palestinians have said
the Abraham Accords have
emboldened Israel in its brutal
crackdown in the occupied
territories, describing the deal
as a stab in the back for the
Palestinian cause.

According to the
Nations, Israeli

United
forces

Najla Mangoush

have killed more than 200
Palestinians so far this year,
many of them women and
children, the highest annual
death toll since the UN began
keeping records in 2005.

But 2023 has yet to end
and Israeli aggression against
the Palestinians continues to
expand, particularly the almost
daily pre-dawn heavy military
invasions in the occupied West
Bank cities, towns and villages
that have been condemned
by human rights groups as
“merciless”.

On Friday, the regime’s
military raided several cities in
the occupied West Bank, killing
an innocent teacher in the
village of Agaba, while injuring
and arresting many others,
including family members of
residents that Israel claims are
wanted.

Israel is being governed by
one of the most fascist regimes
in the entity’s short history.
And while former Israeli rulers
committed similar war crimes
against the Palestinians,
observers say the new ministers
in Netanyahu’s cabinet are not
even trying to hide their brutal
and illegal practices, unlike
previous ones who tried to cover
them up.

Netanyahu's cabinet openly
boasts about killing Palestinian
civilians.

This has added extra pressure
on any regional state’s official
pondering the idea of some kind
of diplomatic normalization
and being seen warming up
to the new fanatical criminal
gang in charge of the occupied
Palestinian territories.

Ukrainian FM tells Western backers critical of Kiev’s
counteroffensive to ‘shut up’

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba has told its Western backers, who
have been critical of Kiev for its forces’
slow counteroffensive against Russian
troops, that they were spitting in the faces
of Ukrainian soldiers and should “shut up”.

“Criticising the slow pace of (the)
counter-offensive equals ... spitting into
the face of (the) Ukrainian soldier who
sacrifices his life every day, moving forward
and liberating one kilometer of Ukrainian
soil after another;,” Kuleba told reporters at
a meeting of EU foreign ministers in Spain
on Thursday.

Western officials over the past weeks
have criticized Kiev, receiving ten-of-
billions of dollars’ worth of weapons and
munitions while failing to deliver on its
promises of victory on the battlefield and
just asking for more.

Kiev launched its hugely-publicized
counteroffensive against Russian troops in
June but failed to pass the Russian defense
lines and switched instead to causing
disruption deep inside Russia by launching
drone and missile attacks on the capital
city Moscow and elsewhere.

“l would recommend all critics to shut

up, come to Ukraine, and try to liberate one
square centimeter by themselves,” Kuleba
said during the joint news conference in
Toledu.

Earlier, Ukraine’s foreign minister had
said the potential dwindling support to
Kiev from the United States was not a
matter of concern.

“We are not feeling any fall in support
from the (US) Congress, in the European
Parliament,” Kuleba said in Paris on
Tuesday.

Kuleba linked Washington’s criticism
of Kiev to elections in the United States,
claiming the ex-Soviet country would
“overcome it

“In the United States it’s linked to the

start of the electoral cycle,” he said. “We
will find a way through.”

Reports in past weeks in the New
York Times, Washington Post, and other
news outlets cited US and other Western
officials as suggesting the Ukrainians’
counteroffensive was falling short of
expectations.

Some faulted Ukraine’s military strategy,
saying Kievwas concentrating its firepower
in the wrong places.

Ukrainian commanders say they aim to
degrade Russia’s defenses and logistics to
reduce losses when they finally attack at
full strength. However, Moscow says the
Ukrainian full-scale counteroffensive has
failed.

Some Western officials have come to
see the support for Ukraine as their loss
and a distraction from their own domestic
problems.

Russia has frequently warned that the
continued supply of Western weapons and
munitions to the Ukrainian military would
only prolong the war, add to losses, and
exacerbate the sufferings of the Ukrainian
nation.

(Source: Press TV)

French-Moroccan
tourists shot dead
off Algerian coast

Two French-Moroccan holiday makers
have been killed by the Algerian coastguard
after apparently straying into Algerian
waters on their jet ski.

Local reports suggest that the dead were
among four tourists who had set off from
the Moroccan resort of Saidia.

Athird member of the group was arrested
by the coastguard. They patrolled the closed
border between the two states.

According to AFP, only one of the groups
made it safely back to Moroccan waters.

Mohamed Kissi, whose brother Bilal was
killed, explained, “We got lost but we kept
going until we found ourselves in Algeria”.

Palestinian killed
during Israeli raid
on West Bank
town of Aqaba

A Palestinian was killed by Israeli forces
on Friday morning, as they stormed the
town of Agaba in the occupied West Bank.

Abdel Rahim Fayyez Ghannam, 36, was
shot in the head, the Palestinian Health
Ministry said.

Israeli forces exchanged gunfire with
armed groups and raided a house.

Israel’s troops fired live ammunition,
rubber bullets, stun grenades and tear gas,
wounding four men, Palestinian state news
agency Wafa reported.

Militant group Al Agsa Martyrs Brigades
said its fighters engaged in a “wide”
operation with Israeli forces, in a number
of areas in Tubas, and inflicted damage to
some of the military’s vehicles.

European

Union supports
‘diplomatic
solution’ in Niger

The EU is “in favour of a diplomatic
solution” in Niger following a military coup
last month and the continued house arrest
of the country’s democratically elected
leader, the bloc’s top diplomat Josep Borrell
said on Thursday.

“It stands to reason that nobody wants a
military intervention,” Borrell told reporters
during a joint press conference following
a meeting of the bloc’s 27 foreign affairs
ministers in Spain.

Borrell had previously said that Brussels
was walking in ECOWAS’s footsteps and
preparing a sanctions framework against
the coup plotters.

Yet the Spanish diplomat shied away
from clarifying whether the bloc would also
support ECOWAS should it move ahead with
its threat of a military intervention.

“We want to make it abundantly clear
that we are not going to allow the coup
perpetrators to remain in Niger, said
Borrell.

“We have provided Ecowas our full
support, but of course we want to know
exactly what they are planning to do.

U.S. denies

blocking chip

sales to Middle

East

The Biden administration “has not
blocked chip sales to the Middle East,”a U.S.
Department of Commerce spokesperson

said on Thursday, after disclosures that
Washington had expanded export license
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requirements for Nvidia (NVDA.O) and
Advanced Micro Devices (AMD.O) artificial-
intelligence chips.

Nvidiarevealedthenewrulesinaregulatory
filing earlier this week. A person familiar with
the matter confirmed on Wednesday that
AMD is affected by the change.

The Commerce Department declined to
comment on whether it had imposed new
requirements on specific U.S. companies.
Neither Nvidia nor AMD immediately
retuned requests for comment on
Thursday.

The new rules would require Nvidia to
seek licenses before selling its flagship
chips to some Middle Eastern countries,
the filing said. Neither Nvidia nor AMD have
disclosed whether they have applied for
such licenses and whether they have been
approved or denied.

Chechen leader
threatens US with
revenge for his
mother

The head of Russia’s Chechen Republic,
Ramzan Kadyrov, has warned the US that
it will face retribution if it does not lift
sanctions it placed on his mother.

Washingtonimposed financialrestrictions
and a travel ban on Aymani Kadyrova and
several other Russian individuals and
entities on August 24, the day Ukraine
celebrates its Independence Day.

Kadyrov's mother was sanctioned
because she is the head of the Akhmat
Kadyrov Foundation, which the US claims
was involved in the “re-education” of
Ukrainian children evacuated by Russia
from the war zone.

In a post on Telegram on Thursday,
Kadyrov, who is himself blacklisted by the
US and EU, said the restrictions against “my
dear mother” came as a shock even to him,
despite the fact that he has become used to
the “illogical sanctions decisions by the US
and the West.”

“The whole world knows that she’s
engaged innothing but charitable activities,”
he said.

Aymani Kadyrova was only sanctioned
because she is his mother, Kadyrov claimed,
and because of this, “the American decision
can only be viewed as a deliberate and
cynical disregard for all ethical norms.”

House Foreign
Affairs Committee
chair calls Russia-
China alliance
biggest threat
since WWII

The chairman of the U.S. House Foreign
Affairs Committee said Friday that a
partnership between the Russian and
Chinese leaders worried him.

“We have never seen a threat this large
scale to Europe and the Pacific, | would
argue, since World War Il Rep. Michael
McCaul, a Texas Republican, said during a
visit to Sweden.

An alliance between Chinese leader Xi
Jinping and Russian President Vladimir
Putin “provides a very big challenge | think
for the free world in this great power
competition that we find ourselves in.”

McCaul, who was part of a US.
congressional delegation visiting Sweden
and met with Foreign Minister Tobias
Billstrom, said he expects the Nordic
country to join NATO by October.

By having Finland and Sweden in NATO,
“l think it will achieve the exact opposite
effect that Mr. Putin wanted to achieve,
and that was to weaken and divide NATO,”
McCaul said. With the two Nordic neighbors
in NATO, the alliance has “never been
stronger and more united,” he said.
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Number of tourists visiting Isfahan

jumps 28%

A traveler poses for a photo during her visit to Si-o-se-pol, a 17th-century gigantic
arch bridge in Isfahan, central Iran.

TEHRAN—The number of tourist arrivals in
Isfahan, one of Iran’s top tourist destinations
for good reason, has soared 28 percent during
the first five months of the current Iranian year
compared to the same period last year.

Over the first five months of the year (1402),
some four million domestic travelers and 35,000
foreign sightseers visited Isfahan province,
around 28 percent more than in the same period
of 1401, Isfahan’s tourism chief said on Thursday.

“Isfahan  recorded 35000 international
travelers during the first five months of the year
while the figure stood at 17,000 for the same
period a year earlier;” Hamidreza Mohagegian said.

Domestic and international arrivals in Isfahan
have jumped 24 and 74 percent respectively due to
easing coronavirus-related bans. And this shows
there is a high level of demand for visiting Isfahan,
the official explained.

Isfahan was once been a crossroads of
international trade and diplomacy in Iran and
now it is one of Iran’s top tourist destinations for
good reasons as it is filled with many architectural
wonders, such as unmatched Islamic buildings,
bazaars, museums, Persian gardens, and tree-
lined boulevards. It's a city for walking, getting
lost in its mazing bazaars, dozing in beautiful
gardens, and meeting people.

Isfahan, the provincial capital, is renowned not
only for the abundance of great historical bridges
but also for its ‘life-giving river’ the Zayandeh-
Rood, which has long bestowed the city an
original beauty and fertility. Isfahan has long been
nicknamed Nesf-e-Jahan, which is translated into
“half the world”; meaning seeing it is relevant to
see half the world. In its heyday, it was also one of
the largest cities in the region with a population of
nearly one million.

Glimpses of World Heritage sites

Historic Centres of Berat and Gjirokastra

These two fortified historic centres are
remarkably well preserved, and this is
particularly true of their vernacular buildings.

According to UNESCO, they have been
continuously inhabited from ancient times
down to the present day. Situated in the
Balkans, in Southern Albania, and close to
each other, they bear witness to the wealth
and diversity of the urban and architectural
heritage of this region.

Berat and Gjirokastra bear witness to a way of
life which has been influenced over a long period
by the traditions of Islam during the Ottoman

period, while at the same time incorporating
more ancient influences. This way of life has
respected Orthodox Christian traditions which
have thus been able to continue their spiritual
and cultural development, particularly at Berat.

Gjirokastra was built by major landowners.
Around the ancient 13th century citadel,
the town has houses with turrets (the
Turkish kule ) which are characteristic of the
Balkans region. Gjirokastra contains several
remarkable examples of houses of this type,
which date from the 17th century, but also
more elaborate examples dating from the
early 19th century.

TEHRAN—Iran’s deputy tourism
minister Ali-Asghar Shalbafian has
called for closer tourism ties with
China, Mehr reported on Friday.

Having cultural and historical
commonalities, Iran and China
have potential to deepen tourism
relations. They can even lay the
ground for further progress in the
tourism scene of the Eurasia region,
Shalbafian said.

He made the remarks at a tourism
forum held in China, adding: “The
people of Iran and China have many
cultural commonalities with each other;
and, for example, the Chinese Spring
Festival (Chinese New Year) has many
harmonies with the Iranian Nowruz”

Moreover, Shalbafian referred to
the ancient Silk Road as an icon for
time-honored relations between the
two nations.

The official reminded attendees of
efforts the Iranian government has
made to deep tourism ties with China.

“In order to increase the number
of travelers from China, the
government of Iran has always
been on the agenda of facilitating
their entrance, and based on this,
it has voluntarily abolished visa
requirements for Chinese nationals
and has opened several direct flights
directly to China.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
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The Azadi Tower is illuminated to mark the Chinese Lunar New
Year in Tehran, Iran, on Jan. 31, 2022. The iconic Azadi Tower
flashed red, a color associated with good luck and happiness in
China, to mark the Chinese Lunar New Year, or Spring Festival,
which was marked on Feb. 1, 2022.

official referred to the Iran-China
25-year Cooperation Program as a
roadmap for mutual cooperation in
the tourism arena.

“Thedevelopment of Iran’s tourism
is one of the pillars mentioned in the
cooperation program between Iran
and China,” he said.

Over the past couple of years, the

Islamic Republic has put in a great
deal of effort to become a popular
destination for Chinese nationals.

“We should pay attention to the
Chinese market in a more pragmatic
approach,” Shalbafian said earlier
this year. “So far, steps have been
taken to examine the Chinese
tourism market, but today the
(essential) need is to implement

executive measures based on [our]
fault detection and macro planning,”
the official explained.

Experts believe that insignificant
numbers of Chinese restaurants,
Chinese-language guides, or even
inappropriate lodging facilities have
been among the main reasons why
Chinese arrivals in Iran fall short of
expectations.

Tehran’s ex-ambassador to Beijing
has said Iran was seeking to become
a tourist destination for millions of
potential travelers from China as
the two countries are working on a
25-year comprehensive cooperation
plan that includes boosting relations
in the field of tourism.

Speaking in the TV program, Mehdi
Safari reminded some 200 million
Chinese tourists to visit different
countries annually, adding “According
to this agreement Iran will become one
of the tourist destinations for Chinese
travelers so that Iran can attract one
to two million Chinese tourists to the
country””

In 2019, the Islamic Republic
waived the visa requirement for
Chinese nationals willing to visit the
country. The decision was made to
attract more foreign tourists to the
country; however, it was a unilateral
measure, because Iranian tourists
visiting China still need visas.

Hormuz Island still under-the-radar destination

TEHRAN—Hormuz Island in the Persian Gulf

“We hope to help to maximize the tourism

beaches and awesome bluffs.

is still an under-the-radar destination for many
potential sightseers, a local official has said.

“We are set to formulate a comprehensive
plan dedicated to travel surge in Hormuz Island,”
Hormozgan province’s tourism chief said on Friday.

Formulating that all-inclusive plan will be a
basis for identifying investment capacities and
public services for local communities and those
who choose Hormuz as a tourist destination,
Mohammad Mohseni explained.

The official said updating the tourism
infrastructure will lead to the launch of new
businesses, which will have positive effects on
improving the quality of life for local communities.

potentials of the island when the comprehensive
planis implemented.”

With its colorful soils, salt caves and mountains,
and ocher-stained streams and beaches, the
historical island is located in the Strait of Hormuz,
8 km off the Iranian coast.

Most of its visitors are day-trippers who come
from Bandar Abbas or Qeshm Island, so even the
only settlement. Some say that Hormuz is a sleepy
little village that kicks off its shoes each evening and
relaxes into mellow contemplation of the setting
sun! The rugged interior is a scenic, geological
wonderland of different-colored volcanic rocks and
soils, while the coastline is a stunning mix of golden

Ocher soils on the island have proven appealing
to cooks, artists, and miners alike. Locals
reportedly use the red soil to season a certain type
of bread. Groups of artists have used it to create
expansive sand carpets. Sand from a mine in the
northern part of the island has also been used
in paints, cosmetics, ceramic tiles, and for the
exteriors of buildings.

One nongeological feature of the island stands
out in the image: At the northern end, a small inlet
hosts a concentrated patch of mangroves that
appears green. Known locally as Hara forest, the
area serves as a habitat for numerous types of
fish, mollusks, crustaceans, and migratory birds.

Finland tests first digital travel passport with UK flights

The Finnish Border Guard has

announced it's testing what it
believes to be the world's first
digital travel documents at Helsinki
Airport’s border control.

The experiment, which is being
done in co-operation with Finnair,
the Finnish police and airport
company Finavia, began on August

28 and will end in February.

Finnish customers flying on Finnair
to or from London, Manchester and
Edinburgh have been invited to test
the Digital Travel Credentials, or DTC,
as part of a pilot project that allows
them to pass through border control
without queuing.

The DTC is a digital version of
a physical passport, allowing for
faster border crossing without
compromising security, the Finnish
Border Guard’s website says.

Passengers travelling to and from
Finland on the routes who want to
participate in the project can register
as voluntary users on the border

guard’s website, rajafi. Instructions
include downloading the FIN DTC
Pilot digital travel document app,
registering with the police and
sending data from the application to
the Finnish Border Guard four to 36
hours before a flight to the UK.

(Source: The National)
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Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture

INVITATION TO ONE STEP INTERNATIONAL TENDER
Second Announcement

55/02/14206
02/09/2023

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY

Rally drivers traversing Iran on itinerary
extended from Bulgaria to Magnolia

Agricultural Support Services Company

3 and Mongolia.

After navigating the 12,000 km
route and reaching the finish line, the
vehicles present in this international
event will be put up for sale and the
proceeds will be used for charity, the
club said.

The rally is intended to highlight
the ancient Silk Road, which
connected empires, kingdoms,
reigns, and societies for millennia.
According to UNESCO, the Silk Road
enriched the countries it passed
through, transporting cultures,
religions, languages, and of course
material goods into societies
across Europe, Asia, and Africa, and
uniting them all with a common
thread of cultural heritage and
plural identities.

Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of the Ministry of Jihad-
Agriculture of L.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase of 2x30000£5% MTS of Granular Mono Ammonium Phosphate
GMAP (11-52) through renewal of one step international tender.

Al of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from Wednesday dated 30/8/2023 until
Tuesday dated 5/9/2023 (5 working days) from our purchasing committee (located at the 9™ floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi
St., Tehran, Iran).

The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of Iranian Rial 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no.
4001039704005791with SHEBA no. IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through payment
order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30 character identification code of 358039782263500650000000000006.

The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on Monday dated 9/10/2023
(during official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8™ floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the
envelops will be on Tuesday dated 10/10/2023 at 14:00 with the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing
committee (9" floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).

TEHRAN—A team of international
rally drivers from Germany, Turkey,

1- The bid bond value should be at € 306041 or in equal value of that in any other foreign currencies, except US dollars, based

wheel-drive cars over 25 years old v ) | al _ I
on the Telegraphic Transfer rate of the basic and essential commodities on CBI's ETS website, www.fxmarketrate.cbi.ir, on

and a 1200cc motorcycle, the TACI

Uzbekistan, and Italy has arrived in
Iran in the middle leg of their journey
that is destined for Magnolia.

A group of 20 people arrived
in Iran on Sunday morning (27th
August) crossing the Bazargan
border, according to the Touring
and Automobile Club of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The motorists of the “Silk Road
Rally” started their intercontinental
journey from Budapest in Hungary
on August 19th on seven classic four-

added.

Fortheirlranjourney,theteamis set
to visit a wide variety of attractions
situated in the provinces of West
Azarbaijan, East Azarbaijan, Zanjan,
Qazvin, Alborz, Tehran, Mazandaran,
Golestan, North Khorasan and Razavi
Khorasan.

So far, they have passed through
Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey and
will leave Iran on an itinerary that
goes to Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,

The Touring & Automobile Club
of the Islamic Republic of Iran is
an institution affiliated with the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts. Its tasks
include facilitating the travel of
owners of vehicles abroad or foreign
tourists who are traveling to Iran in
their own vehicles. The institution
also helps develop tourism by
establishing tourism information
offices at home and abroad, as well
as developing infrastructures and
tourism services.

14/8/2023 for each lot of 30000 MTS + 5% in bank guarantee.

2- The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid bond for each lot of 30000
MTS + 5% will be IRR 95,771,609,562 which must be only submitted by the bidders.

3- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous and definite
outstanding claims as the bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and
http://iets.mporg.ir or contact us by phone no. 00982188776325.

PR & Intel Affairs Dept. of Agricultural Support
Services Company (ASSC)
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1558351




Iran: No country is to blame for the
shrinking of Caspian Sea

TEHRAN- Ali Salajeqgeh, the head
of the Department of Environment,
has said no country should be held
responsible for the decline in the
water level of the Caspian Sea.

The level of water in the Caspian
Sea has decreased and the loss of
water from the lake is evident,” ISNA
quoted Salajegeh as saying.

He went on to say the Caspian Sea
is known for its fluctuating nature,
characterized by recurring cycles of
rising and falling sea levels.

“Changes in the Caspian Sea level
are mainly caused by devastating
climate change, leading currently to
the drop of the sea level.’

Referring to an article published in
Nature Journal about the Volga River,
Selajeqeh said the Volga River provides
80 percent of the water inflow to the
Caspian Sea, but 60 percent of theriver’s
water is used for agricultural purposes
and 13 percent is stored in dams.

Pointing to the role of the five lit-
toral states, he said; “All five coun-
tries are involved in the manage-
ment of the Caspian Sea, and it can
be said that no country is to blame
for the decrease in the water level of
the Caspian Sea because the coun-
tries normally use the water for wa-

tershed management”

Salajegeh also mentioned the Teh-
ran Convention and said: “Meetings
are being held within the framework
of the convention. Scientific working
groups have also been formed in or-
der to manage the Caspian Sea both
in terms of water and pollutants””

Declining by 2100
Scientific research and ongoing
monitoring reveal that the Caspian

Sea is bound to experience a decline
in its water balance and shrinkage by

2100, as a result of the ever-chang-
ing climate conditions, the director
of the National Center for Caspian
Sea Studies and Research has said.

If this prediction turns out to be
accurate, it will bring about a sub-
stantial and transformative effect
on the Iranian coast, particularly in
the southeastern region of the Cas-
pian Sea, Masoumeh Bani-Hashemi
said, ISNA reported.

The most recent studies reveal

that during the previous Iranian year
of 1401 (which ended on March 20),

the water level of the Caspian Sea
witnessed a significant decrease
of 26 centimeters, surpassing the
already concerning decrease of 24
centimeters observed in 1400, she
noted.

In the past two years, the water lev-
el of the Caspian Sea has experienced a
significant decrease of approximately
50 centimeters, she stated.

Caspian Sea pollution

Unfortunately, the Sea’s marine
environment suffers from an enor-
mous burden of pollution from oil
extraction and refining, offshore oil
fields, and huge volumes of untreat-
ed sewage and industrial waste.

Waste management in the Caspi-
an Sea is on the verge of crisis and
seriously threatens the Sea’s envi-
ronment.

In addition to waste, leachate enters
the sea through rivers or rainfall, and
because the severity of leachate pollu-
tion is very high, it imposes a serious
threat to the marine environment.

According to the Department of En-
vironment, the Caspian Sea is in “crit-
ical condition” with oil tankers alone
dumping over 120,000 tons of pollut-
ants annually. Sewage from cities bor-
dering the sea exacerbates pollution.

Iranian companies target East Africa
for technology products

TEHRAN - Iran plans to send a
trade-technology delegation to
East Africa from October 15-22 to
expand exports in three countries.

“Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania
are the three target countries,” said
Rouhollah Dehgani-Firouzabadi, the
Vice President for Science and Tech-
nology, IRNA reported.

Health (medicines and medical
equipment), agriculture and animal
hushandry, machinery, food, and in-
dustries have been determined as
the most suitable fields for export.

Concluded contracts

In July, Iranian knowledge-based
companies concluded contracts for
exporting medical equipment and
medicine to Africa.

On July 13, President Ebrahim Rai-
si wrapped up his three-nation tour
of Kenya, Uganda, and Zimbabwe,
becoming the first Iranian president
to engage in an African tour in more

than a decade.

Amir-Hossein Mir-Abadi, an official
with the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology, has said the African
market is an attractive opportunity
for Iranian knowledge-based compa-
nies, IRNA reported.

Mir-Abadi said works are under-
way for exporting 50 types of med-
ical equipment and 10 medicines to
Africa.

He touched on the President’s
visit to the House of Innovation and
Technology of Iran in Kenya, saying:
“The capacities and capabilities of
Iranian knowledge-based compa-
nies for exporting technological
products were greatly appreciated.”

The process of registering more
than 50 medical devices and two
drugs for export to Kenya has been
done, and the registration and pro-
cess of exporting more than 10 oth-
er drugs to this country is in the im-

plementation phase, he explained.

He listed agriculture, food, and
livestock industries as among the
fields that were highly regarded and
needed by African countries.

“In his speech, the president of Kenya
mentioned Iran's House of nnovation
and Technology several times and the
infrastructure created for technolog-
ical cooperation between Iranian and
Kenyan companies.’

During his visits to Kenya and
Uganda, President Raisi emphasized
the need to bolster technological
cooperation, Mir-Abadi stressed.

In Uganda, an exhibition for
knowledge-based products was
opened, and in practice, an infra-
structure has been created for
boosting the export of knowl-
edge-based products and the dis-
play of Iranian capabilities, the offi-
cial added.

“The products presented there were
mostly in the field of the food indus-
try, agricultural industry, medicine and
medical devices, chemical products and
catalysts, building materials and prod-
ucts related to the field of livestock and
poultry, as well as medicines and herbal
supplements.”

Raisi visited the friendly nations
of Kenya, Uganda, and Zimbabwe
to strengthen Iran’s ties with Afri-
ca and to open the door for greater
political and economic partnership.

Speaking at Tehran’s Mehrabad
Airport upon his return from Af-

ENGLISH IN USE

56% of motorcycles running
in only 5 provinces

Some 56 percent of the total motorcycles in the country are running
in only five provinces, Ali Mohammadi, a senior traffic police official

has said.

Of all 32.9 million vehicles in the country, motorcycles amount to
116 million, accounting for 35 percent of the total vehicles moving in

the country, he stated.

According to the statistics, 56 percent of motorcycles are plying
the roads in 5 provinces of Tehran, Khorasan Razavi, Isfahan, Fars and

Khuzestan, he added.

There are 2 million motorcycles in Tehran, 1.3 million in Khorasan
Razavi, 1.2 million in Isfahan, 916,000 in Fars, and 564,000 in Khuz-

estan, he also said.

rica, Raisi emphasized the need to
strengthen connections with Af-
rican countries while calling the
continent the land of opportunity
where its potential should not be
undervalued.

IHIT in Africa

In January 2021, Iran opened its
house of innovation and technology
in Kenya and the first center in Africa.

The center serves as a base for
the creation of innovative ideas, the
commercialization of these ideas,
and the export of Iranian knowl-
edge-based products and services
to the East African market.

Exporting technological products of
Iranian knowledge-based companies is
one of the important and key programs
of the Vice Presidency for Science and
Technology, and in this regard over the
past years, with the support of the Vice
Presidency for Science and Technology,
the Iranian houses of innovation have
been set up in several countries to
develop the global market for knowl-
edge-based products.

These centers have already been
set up in countries such as Russia,
Turkey, Ching, Syria, Kenya, Armenia,
Irag, and Uzbekistan.

By supporting innovative ideas,
and holding technological and in-
novative events, the centers will
be a platform for the development
and promotion of Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies, startups,
and creative industries.
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Straight Truth

Village administrations, a great
achievement of government

By Mehdi Garshasbi

TEHRAN - Since the incumbent government took
office two years ago, 951 new village administrations
have been established across the country.

In fact, 38,816 village administrations are cur-
rently offering services to some 96 percent of
people in rural areas.

Currently, 26 percent of the country’s popula-
tion lives in villages, around 39,000 villages have
more than 20 households and 23,000 villages
have less than 20 households.

The development of rural areas has been always
atop agenda of the government’s activities.

Many efforts have been made over the past
couple of years by the government to support vil-
lagers and slow down the trend of migration from
rural areas to cities.

Rural tourism, agritourism, religious tourism,
and ecotourism are alternatives or complementa-
ry economic activities that could further stimulate
rural development while decreasing rural com-
munity dependency on one main economic sector
(agriculture, forestry, energy, or mining).

Rural councils and village administrations play an
effective role in reducing the costs of implementing
development and service projects by attracting the
participation of people and benefactors.

Village administrations coordinate executive
bodies and follow up on affairs related to rural
areas, facilitating the implementation of develop-
ment projects.

Over the past two years, 11,384 projects costing
765 trillion rials (about $15 million) have been car-
ried out by village administrations.

The Ministry of Interior has announced that all
the villages with more than 20 households are al-
lowed to establish village administration offices.

There are around 40,000 villages in the coun-
try with more than 20 households, for all of which
comprehensive development plans have been ap-
proved for 10 years.

In addition to improving infrastructures in rural
areas, the establishment of village administra-
tions is an achievement for the government as
it has been a positive measure toward boosting
public participation in running national affairs.

Iranian student ranks 2nd at intl. IFIA

competition

TEHRAN - A Ph.D. student at Tehran Universi-
ty won the silver medal at the third International
Invention and Innovation Competition for Interna-
tional Federation of Inventors’ Association (IFIA)
INV Members.

The third International Ideas and Inventions
Competition was held from August 20 to 22, both
in person and online.

Ehsan Aghajani Rizi, a Ph.D. student in Tourism
at Qeshm International Campus of Tehran Univer-
sity, won the world silver medal for his invention
in tourism.

The gold medal of this competition went to the
representative of England and the bronze medal
to the representative of Japan.

The International Federation of Inventors As-
sociations is a nonprofit organization aiming to
disseminate the culture of invention and innova-
tion, support inventors transfer technology, and
establish cooperation with related organizations.

IFIA cooperates closely with international orga-
nizations of importance in the realization of its ob-
jectives. Established in 1968, IFIAis headquartered
in Geneva, Switzerland, and recognized as a public
utility organization by the Republic and Canton of
Geneva.

Since there was no system that recognizes gen-
uine inventors and innovators, it was proposed
to institutionalize an arrangement whereby the
innovators are recognized with the title based on
their competency and track record as a member of
the Chartered Innovators Council.

It was approved to use the title “INV” for inven-
tors and innovators.

There were both individual and group compe-

& IRNA / Mohsen Bakhshandeh
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Super Blue Moon lights up night sky

titions; 830 inventions were submitted by 1,500
inventors participating in the competition from 50
countries.

Inventors were from different parts of the world
including the USA, Canada, Australia, Germany,
Switzerland, Sweden, France, Holland, Indonesia,
Iran, Japan, South Korea, Morocco, Qatar, Bahrain,
Lebanon, Poland, Russia, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Brazil, Malaysia, The United Arab Emirates, and
China, etc. participated in the competition.

The most important criteria to jury members in
the review of the submitted inventions included
public demand, being economic and cost-effec-
tive, and environmentally friendly.

These inventions and innovations were catego-
rized into 13 groups including computer science
(software), Machinery, Civil Engineering, Environ-
mental Protection, Agriculture, Medicine, Elec-
tronics, Aerospace, Mechanics, Genetics, etc.

Award-winning inventions

Soodabeh Davaran, an Iranian female research-
er and university professor, won a gold medal at
the Teknofest 2023 festival held by the Interna-
tional Federation of Inventors’ Associations (IFIA)
from April 27 to May 1in Istanbul, Turkey.

Her research titled “Nanofibers containing an-
tibiotic drugs and antimicrobial plant extracts for
the treatment of antibiotic-resistant infectious
wounds.” IFIA is a global organization that rep-
resents and supports inventors and invention as-
sociations from around the world.

In 2022, a team of Iranian inventors grabbed
the gold medal at the 46th International Invention
Show (INOVA 2022), which was held in Osijek, Cro-
atia, on October 12-15.

Stargazers all over Iran were treated on Wednesday night to the rare sight of a “super
blue moon”-- a full moon that came unusually close to the earth, making it seem larger and

brighter in the night sky.
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600 books from Iran on show at 36th
Moscow International Book Fair
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A view of Iran’s stand at the book fair.

TEHRAN-Iran is participating at the 36th
Moscow International Book Fair opened on
August 30 at the All-Russian Exhibition
Center, also known as VDNH, in the Russian
capital, Moscow.

Iran Book and Literature House represents
Iran at the event, presenting over 600 titles
in Persian and Russian, in cooperation with
the Iran’s Cultural Attaché in Moscow, IRNA
reported on Friday.

The titles include various subjects such as
religion, children and young adults, Iranian
studies, the Sacred Defense, resistance
literature, classic and contemporary literature
and arts among others.

Furthermore, various events such as
specialized meetings, unveiling ceremonies
and introduction of books, meetings with
publishers, authors and MIBF’s officials are
among the programs of Iran’s stand at the
event.

A part of the Iranian stand titled “The
Corner of the Holy Quran” is allocated to
display various types of printed Qurans.
Iranian calligrapher Mohammad Ali Ghorbani
is attending the fair, organizing programs for
the audience on Quran calligraphy.

Besides Iran, more than 300 participants
from Russia, Belarus, Germany, Kazakhstan
and China have presented titles of all genres
at the fair. This year’s guest of honor of MIBF
is Belarus.

The book fair has included nearly 300
events in its program where participants can
attend the presentations of literary works and
communicate with authors.

Some side programs at the exhibition are
centered on children and illustration. For an
active presence in these events and exchange
of experiences between Iran’s publishing
industry and other countries in the field of
children’s books and illustration, Iranian
illustrator of children’s and young adult books
Mansoureh Mohammadi is also present at
Iran stand.

Established in 1977, MIBF is an official
member of the International Organization of
Book Publishers. It is the major book forum
in Russia and over the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) as a way to ?enter
the book market not only of Russia but also
abroad to meet the ?possible readers all over
the world.

This year’s edition of the book fair will
conclude on September 3.

Cartoonist Pakdel wins prize at 50th
Piracicaba International Humor Exhibition

TEHRAN-Iranian cartoonist Alireza Pakdel
won the main prize of the comic strip section
of the 50th Piracicaba International Humor
Exhibition, which was inaugurated in Brazil
last week.

A total of 318 works by 175 artists from 30
countries have been selected for the exhibit.
Along with Pakdel, three other Iranian artists
are also present at the event with their works,
namely Bahram Babaei, Behrang Jeddi and
Marzieh Khanizadeh-Abyaneh, Mehr reported
on Thursday.

All the selected works will remain on show
at the exhibition in Piracicaba, a city in the
state of Sao Paulo, until October 29.

Pakdel, 42, previously won the grand prize
and the first prize at the festival in 2016. He
was also selected as a member of the jury for
the 47th edition of the event.

A caricaturist, illustrator, cartoonist and
character designer, Pakdel started working

on caricatures in 1994 and collaborated with
many important Iranian journals including
Golagha and Keyhan Caricature among others.

He has also received more than 100 national
and international awards, including the Golden
HiTHi Award at the 1st Ferizaj International
Cartoon Contest in Kosovo, and the first prize
at the PAPB International Cartoon Festival in
Indonesia.

The Piracicaba International Humor
Exhibition was established in 1974 by a group
of journalists, artists and intellectuals. It
started with the idea of inserting graphic
humor into the Contemporary Art Salon of
Piracicaba.

The event is considered one of the largest
in the world in non-genre, making Piracicaba
known as the “World Capital of Humor”,
bringing together the official exhibition of
works in cartons, charge, caricatures, and
strips.

Exploring Iran’s printing history: from
religious texts to cultural exchange

Frome Page 1 » merchant named
Manuscript  Khachatur ~ Kesaratsi
in 1638. The first books that were
printed in Iran were mainly religious
texts, including the Quran, prayer
books, and religious treatises as well
as books on Persian literature and
Iranian history.

However, the emergence of the
printing industry in Iran can be
traced back to the 19th century when
lithographic printing was introduced.

During the 19th century, Iranian
intellectuals started recognizing the
significance of modern education as
they established more connections
with the Western world. Consequently,
they began  emphasizing the
translation and publication of new and
valuable subjects.

When  Iranian  intellectuals
journeyed to Europe, they eagerly
acquired the knowledge and
techniques of printing. Armed
with this newfound expertise,
they brought back with them the
necessary tools and materials to
Iran, embracing the transformative
power of this innovative technology.

The revolutionary technological
advancement transformed the way
information is shared, leading to
the emergence of modern printing
presses.

During that period, a number of
Iranian books were sent to the Western
countries. Despite the outdated
printing technology and numerous
errors, the publication of books
stands as a significant achievement
that reflects Iran's commitment to
modernizing education and sharing its
culture with the West.

During that time, a considerable
number of Western books were
also translated into Persian. The
translation of books first began with
the efforts of James Camel, an English
teacher who was working in Tabriz at

into Persian in 1849, which was called
“The History of Alexander”.

In the next year, Mohamad Ali
Nami, a scribe in the court of Abbas
Mirza, undertook the translation of
Voltaire’s renowned works “History
of Peter the Great” and “History
of Charles XII”, both of which shed
light on the lives and achievements
of these historical figures. A book
about smallpox was translated into
Persian in 1864 and published in
1866. Then some books about the
Roman Empire were translated by
Mirza Reza Mohandes.

With time, traditional methods
were gradually replaced by more
sophisticated techniques, such as
offset printing and digital printing.
These advancements not only
increased the efficiency of the printing
process but also expanded the range
of materials that could be printed.

However, due to technological
limitations and the substantial
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shifted most of its focus towards
newspapers. Iran's  newspaper

era commenced in 1874 with
the publication of Mirza Saleh’s
newspaper in Tehran.

The cultural preservation has
greatly benefited from the printing
industry in Iran, making it one of its
most significant contributions. The
preservation of a nation’s valuable
cultural heritage heavily relies on
the ability to reproduce manuscripts,
historical documents, and literary
works. Not only has this prevented
the loss of valuable artifacts, but it
has also made them more accessible
to a larger audience.

The significance of the National
Day of the Printing Industry lies
in recognizing and honoring the
industry’s crucial contribution to
safeguarding Iran’s rich history,
languages, and customs.

In today’s digital era, where
electronic  platforms  dominate
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printing industry maintains its

influential role as a powerful means
of communication. Print materials
such as mnewspapers, magazines,
books, and other publications
continue to be trustworthy and
reliable sources of information. They
provide opportunities for thorough
examination and encourage the
development of analytical thinking.

Newspapers, magazines, and
books offer a physical haven for
those who thirst for knowledsge,
providing a much-needed escape
from the digital storm.

Moreover, the industry
contributes significantly to societal
progress by providing employment
opportunities for a wide range of
professionals, including writers,
editors, designers, and technicians.
This national day recognizes these
contributions and highlights the
importance of maintaining a balance

the time. He translated the first book

costs involved, the printing industry

information

consumption,  the

between digital and print media.

Restored version of Beyzai’s “Downpour” screened at
Telluride Film Festival

TEHRAN The restored version of the ﬁlm
“Downpour”, one of the most famous works of
Bahram Beyzai, was screened at the 50th Telluride
Film Festivalin Telluride, Colorado, the U.S., on Friday.

The movie was shown in the Special Medallion
section of the festival, dedicated to the screening
of the works of the Film Foundation, a US-
based non-profit organization dedicated to film
preservation and the exhibition of restored and
classic cinema, ISNA reported.

Written and directed by Bahram Beyzai,
“Downpour” was produced in 1972 as his first
feature film.

It is about a well-educated and humble teacher
who arrives in a new city and for a new job. He
falls in love with a hardworking underprivileged
young woman who nurses her very old mother and
raises her young brother in an environment where
commitments and social problems often stand in
the way between people and their dreams.

Parviz  Fannizadeh, Parvaneh  Masoumi,
Mohammad-Ali Keshavarz and Manuchehr Farid
are in the cast among others.

Already known for his groundbreaking work as
a theater director, Beyzai in 1972 helped catalyze a
new era of Iranian cinema.

A troubling, occasionally darkly funny and eye-
opening work of deep commitment, “Downpour”
helped set the stage of a new wave of Iranian cinema,
one of the great artistic movements of the past century.

The movie was restored from the only surviving
print about 10 years ago by Cineteca di Bologna at
LlImmagine Ritrovata laboratory, in association
with the Film Foundation’s World Cinema Project
and Bahram Beyzai.

In addition to “Downpour”, other film
restorations by the Film Foundation to screen
at the festival include Idrissa Ouédraogo’s Yam

Daabo (Burkina Faso, 1986), and two shorts by
Agnes Varda: Black Panthers (France-U.S., 1970)
and Uncle Yanco (France-U.S., 1968) which will be
shown alongside The Gleaners And | (France, 2000)
as part of a celebration of the late filmmaker.

The Film Foundation was founded by director
Martin Scorsese and several other leading
filmmakers in 1990. Since then, the foundation
has identified and funded the preservation and
restoration of over 1000 films from around
the world—features, shorts, documentaries,
experimental films and home movies.

The work of The Film Foundation has created
an ever-growing, worldwide ripple effect of
awareness of the urgency of film preservation.

Telluride Film Festival's celebration of artistic
excellence brings together cinema enthusiasts,
filmmakers, and artists to discover the best in
world cinema in the beautiful mountain town of
Telluride, Colorado. TFF is screening over eighty
feature films, short films, and revival programs
representing twenty-nine countries, along with
filmmaker Tributes, Conversations, Seminars,
Student Programs, and Festivities.

The 50th edition of the festival started on
August 31and will conclude on September 4.

Iranian media mukab begins work in Karbala

TEHRAN -An Iranian mukab,

explained on Wednesday.

The members of the Atash

publications, competitions, and

dedicated to the media persons,
has begun its work in Karbala,
the director of the mukab has
announced.

Launched by Atash Electronic

This year, the mukab has
obtained an official license,
which allows it to cover the event
independently and  conduct
multimedia work, he noted.

media team have come together
from three provinces of Kerman,
Fars, and Tehran and will cover the
pilgrimage with their professional
skills in media, he added.

virtual spaces to share their work
with the audience.

The Arbaeen walk is the world’s
largest annual peaceful gathering,
where millions of Shia Muslims

Magazine, the project aims
at promoting Ashura and
martyrdom culture as well

as reflecting on the spiritual
and human dimensions of the
Arbaeen pilgrimage, Yunes Fathi

It is the second mukab in the
country to obtain such a license
for cultural and social activities,
with the hope of expanding
internationally in the future, he
mentioned.

The  website

reports, motion
live  broadcasting,

and
publications will be published
in three languages and include
photos, documentaries, interviews,

electronic

from around the world walk
towards the holy city of Karbala.
Mukabs provide a crucial resting
place to provide food, drink, and
shelter to the Arbaeen walkers
during their journey to Karbala.

online

graphics,

Iran’s National Orchestra honors Arbaeen with tribute

Frome Page 1 » The “Farewell” project is
one of the most enduring musical collections
associated with Ashura, first published in 2005
by the Music Center of the Art Bureau.

performance

The album was well-received by the audience
and became one of the significant audible works
in the field of music with the title of mourning of
Imam Hussain (AS).

The project aims to present a different type
of music produced in the religious and ritual
realms by utilizing the poetic works related to
Imam Hussain (AS).
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