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Russian translation of 
Iranian resistance literature 
showcased at Moscow book fair

TEHRAN –A number of significant works 
of Iranian resistance literature, which have 
been translated into Russian, are on show 
at the 36th Moscow International Book Fair 
(MIBF). 

The highlight of the books is “Cell Number 
14”, a collection of memories of the Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei from the prisons and exiles of the 
revolution era. 

“Shina’s Daughter”, “Peace Be on Ibrahim”, 
“Water Never Dies”, “The 23 People”, “Blood 
Pool” and “An Immigrant from the Land of the 
Sun” are other notable works on display at 
Iran’s pavilion. 

Iran is participating at the 36th Moscow 
International Book Fair, which opened on 
August 30 in the Russian capital, Moscow, 
and will come to an end tonight.  Page 8

Caught in an endless 
loop: The complex 
water dynamics 
between Iran and 
Afghanistan

By Aylin Javadi

Environment researcher 

TEHRAN – The international media and 
various think tanks had extensively covered 
the deteriorating water relations between 
Afghanistan and Iran, particularly concerning 
the Helmand River. The Helmand/Hirmand 
River, a transboundary river flowing along the 
Afghan-Iranian border, originates in the ma-
jestic Hindu Kush mountains of Afghanistan 
and stretches for 55 km. It eventually merges 
into the Sistan Delta. With an average surface 
water availability of 9552 million cubic meters 
(Mm3) per year, the Helmand River carries 
great significance.  Page 2

Barkhordari takes gold at 2023 
Taekwondo Grand Prix

TEHRAN – Mehran Barkhordari of Iran 
won a gold medal at the 2023 WT Taekwondo 
Grand Prix on Saturday.

Barkhordari came into the tournament 
having won one Grand Prix silver in his ca-
reer but upgraded that to his first ever gold 
in Paris in the men-80kg.

He emerged victorious over Greece’s Apos-
tolos Telikostoglou in the final match. 

Barkhordari had defeated opponents from 
Colombia, Jordan, South Korea, and the US on 
his way to the final.

Mahdi Hajimousaei and Abolfazl Zandi had 
previously claimed a gold and silver medal in 
the men’s -58kg final, respectively.

Mobina Nematzadeh had also claimed a 
bronze medal in the women’s under-49kg 
category.

The 2023 World Taekwondo Grand Prix has 
brought a total of 255 participants from 59 
countries together.

New homegrown Earth 
observation satellite 
delivered to Iranian 
Space Agency 

TEHRAN- A homegrown Earth remote 
sensing satellite has been delivered to the 
Iranian Space Agency (ISA) and is now pre-
pared to be launched into a low Earth orbit 
(LEO).

The Tolou-3 (Sunrise-3) satellite was giv-
en to the state agency on Saturday by Iran 
Electronics Industries, a unit of the Defense 
Ministry.

It was delivered after successfully under-
going all tests. 

Tolou-3, with a weight of 150 kilograms, is 
said to be Iran’s heaviest satellite.

The satellite has a five-meter spatial res-
olution and can take photographs in black 
and white. In color mode, it also provides a 
10-meter resolution.

Tolou-3 will be launched into an orbit 500 
kilometers above the Earth and heavily de-
pends on tools and equipment made by Ira-
nian knowledge-based industries.

According to reports, it will send pho-
tographs for use in a variety of industries, 
including agriculture, water resources, and 
disaster management.

The Earth remote sensing satellite is now 
on the list of Iranian satellites, which will be 
launched according to an annual timetable.

In 2009, Iran launched its first satellite, 
Omid (Hope), and then in 2011, Rasad (Obser-
vation) was placed into orbit.  Page 2

Iran will soon take 
legal action against 
US on Gen. Soleimani 
assassination

TEHRAN - Appearing on TV on Saturday, 
President Ebrahim Raisi’s legal deputy an-
nounced Iran will soon take legal action 
against the U.S. for the assassination of Lt. 
Gen. Qasem Soleimani.

Mohammad Dehghan called the case “one 
of the most important cases” that the legal 
team of the president is in charge of. 

“The administration was hindered in the 
beginning days of taking office due to a dif-
ference in opinions. We could not reach a 
consensus on how we should take legal ac-
tion. But after the views of several interna-
tional lawyers were taken into consideration, 
we were finally able to deal with the issue 
with much professionalism,” said the presi-
dential aide for legal affairs. 

Dehghan said the government will soon 
start following up on the case and launch 
a lawsuit against the United States. “In the 
coming days, we will send the U.S. a notice. 
After providing six months’ time for arbi-
tration, according to the regulations of the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ), we will 
ask them to join us in order to reach a private 
dispute resolution.  Page 3

Inside the war simulation that poured cold water on Israel

Israeli racism against Jews on display again

By Ali Karbalaei 

TEHRAN - More than 100 
Jews of Eritrean descent have 
been injured at an event in Tel 
Aviv in the Israeli-occupied 
Palestinian territories after 
violent clashes erupted with 
Israeli forces. 

Heavy clashes also took 
place between supporters 
and opponents of the Eritrean 
government. 

The regime’s troops resort-
ed to tear gas, stun grenades, 
and live fire against the Af-
rican Jews, who were com-
memorating the start of the 
Eritrean War of Independence 
against Ethiopia in 1961.

During the violence, some 
of the Eritreans hurled stones 

at the regime’s troops and set 
fire to trash bins. 

Israeli forces say they have 
arrested dozens of the pro-
testers. 

The bigger issue that has 
raised concern among rights 
groups (once again) is how did 
Israel manage the event, and 
would its forces have used the 
same level of violence against 
a similar event by European 
Jews? 

On Sunday, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said 

he wants Eritrean migrants 
involved in the clashes to be 
deported immediately and has 
ordered a plan to remove all 
of the African migrants in the 
Israeli-occupied Palestinian 
territories. 

“We want harsh measures... 
including the immediate de-
portation of those who took 
part,” Netanyahu said in a min-
isterial meeting. 

Deportation has become the 
life story for the majority of Is-
raeli Jews of African origin. 

 Studies show that Jews of 
European and North American 
descent get Israeli citizenship 
soon after they land at the 
airport, whereas too many 
African Jews are classified as 
refugees even years after they 
arrive in the occupied Pales-
tinian territories.

Among the many grievanc-
es of African Jews against the 
Israeli regime stem from dec-
ades of being categorized as 
second-class citizens.

Israel has a long history of 
discriminating against Jews, 
depending on the color of their 
skin or the branch of their Jew-
ish faith, despite claiming to 
be “a Jewish state”.   Page 5

Studies show Jews of Western 
descent get Israeli citizenship soon 

after they arrive, whereas many 
African Jews are classified as 

refugees.
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Turkish FM meets Raisi and 
Amir Abdollahian

Tehran won’t tolerate 
geopolitical changes in 
the Caucasus: FM

TEHRAN- In a joint press 
conference with his Turkish 
counterpart Hakan Fidan on 
Sunday, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian reiterated 
Tehran’s position that the Islamic 
Republic will not tolerate any 
geopolitical changes in the 
Caucasus region. 

Amir Abdollahian was openly 
referring to the conflict between the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia.

Amir Abdollahian also pointed 
to Iran’s talks with the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, calling the talks 
fruitful.  Page 2
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The INSS building in Tel Aviv, where a simulation of a war against Iran was held in July.
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TEHRAN- Iran’s ambassador and 

permanent representative to the 
United Nations and other interna-
tional organizations in Geneva has 
said that the United States does not 
deserve membership in the Human 
Rights Council given its poor record 
on human rights.

Ali Bahreini responded in a post 
on his X account on Saturday to the 
U.S. ambassador’s intrusive criti-
cism of Tehran, which will preside 
over the UN Human Rights Council 
Social Forum in November.

He included a video clip with his 
post that demonstrated sever-
al instances of U.S. human rights 
abuses, such as when a U.S. Navy 
guided-missile cruiser shot down 
an Iranian passenger plane over its 
territorial seas in the Persian Gulf, 
killing all 290 aboard.

On July 3, 1988, the USS Vin-
cennes launched missiles at an Iran 
Air Airbus A300B2 carrying 274 

passengers and 16 crew members 
as it flew through the Hormuz Strait 
from Bandar Abbas to Dubai.

The video clip also displayed 
the U.S.’s prejudice towards racial 
and religious minorities, George 
Floyd’s suffocation at the hands 
of a white police officer, anti-im-
migration laws, the plight of refu-
gees, and the White House’s back-

ing for terrorist organizations.

According to the Iranian envoy, 
the U.S. government is dependent 
on war and “over a thousand in-
dividuals by its police forces” are 
slain annually.

However, Bahreini added, Wash-
ington “continues to occupy unde-
servingly a seat in the UN Human 
Rights Council.”

On the anniversary of the grisly 
death of a woman who was in police 
custody, U.S. Ambassador to the UN 
Human Rights Council Michèle Tay-
lor made interfering claims against 
Iran and attacked Iranian officials in 
UN leadership roles. 

Mahsa Amini, 22, fainted at a 
police station and was pronounced 
dead days later on September 16 
at a Tehran hospital. An investi-
gation attributed her death to a 
medical condition, dismissing alle-
gations that she had been beaten 
by police forces.

Taylor purportedly said that 
Iran has a “terrible human rights 
record” and should not be in posi-
tions of leadership within the UN 
human rights ecosystem.

Bahreini was selected in May to 
lead the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil 2023 Social Forum, which will 
be held in Geneva on November 
2 and 3.

From page 1   Based on the 1972 
Helmand/Hirmand treaty, Iran has 
secured a commitment from Af-
ghanistan to supply them with an 
average of 22 cubic meters per 
second (m3/sec) during normal 
or above-normal water years. For 

friendly relations, an additional 4 
m3/sec also promised to be pro-
vided. These allocations add up to 
approximately 820 Mm3 per year. 
To put it into perspective, this con-
stitutes around 8.5% of the total 
average surface water availabil-

ity in the entire basin or 14% of 
the 5661.71 Mm3 measured at the 
nearby Kajaki Dam. 

Numerous reports, including one 
published by the US Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations in 2011, 

have warned of escalating disputes 
and insecurities in the region due 
to Afghanistan’s dam development 
plans. These reports have depicted a 
potential threat to regional stability 
and highlighted the emerging con-
flicts over water.    page 5 

Caught in an endless loop:  
The complex water dynamics between Iran and Afghanistan

From page 1   The Islamic Re-
public successfully launched Navid 
(Promise), its third homegrown sat-
ellite, into orbit in 2012.

Iran declared the successful 
launch of its first military satel-
lite into orbit in April 2020. It also 
launched a second military satellite 
into orbit in March 2022.

Back in August, ISA announced 
the launch of the production process 

of “Pars-3”, Iran’s “state-of-the-art 
and accurate” satellite.

The ISA chief, Hassan Salarieh, 
said, “Previously, we had given some 
promises about the production of 
remote sensing satellites with high 
accuracy.”

“Today, I proudly announce that 
ISA has taken a very important step 
in the area of designing and pro-
ducing indigenous remote sensing 

satellites with very good accuracy,” 
Salarieh explained.

He mentioned “Pars-2” and 
“Pars-3” as examples of satellites 
whose manufacturing has officially 
started.

Salarieh recognized Pars-2 and 
Pars-3 as satellites with imaging 
accuracies of four and two meters, 
respectively.

Iran is one of the top 10 nations in 
the world for satellite manufacture 
and launch capabilities. 

New homegrown Earth observation satellite delivered to Iranian Space Agency 

From page 1   The Iranian foreign minister also 
said Tehran and Ankara are planning to increase 
their trade ties. “The target for the volume of bi-
lateral trade is 30 billion euros. Good agreements 
were reached between the two countries during 
an Iranian delegation’s visit to Ankara. Today, we 
emphasized these agreements. We prefer to up-
date the preferential trade document.”

Abdollahian added that transit routes in the 
region are not a source of competition between 

Iran and Turkey, rather they benefit both coun-
tries and help strengthen relations.

‘Turkey-Syria concerns should be ad-
dressed through diplomacy’ 

Iran’s chief diplomat also said the disputes 
between Syria and Turkey should be settled 
through diplomacy.

“During the discussions, we also addressed 
the issues between Syria and Turkey. Emphasiz-
ing the sovereignty of countries, we believe that 
Turkey and Syria’s concerns should be addressed 
through diplomatic means. Iran, considering its 
friendly relations with Damascus, is making ef-
forts to address the concerns of our brothers in 
Turkey,” Amir Abdollahian said. 

Amir Abdollahian also said he and his Turkish 
counterpart discussed the situation in Ukraine, 
Afghanistan and the recent sacrilegious moves 
against the holy Quran in Sweden and Denmark. 

The Turkish foreign minister, for his part, 
praised the strong historical ties between Tur-
key and Iran. 

Hakan Fidan mentioned that Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi will soon visit Turkey for the 8th 
meeting of the Turkey-Iran Supreme Council. 

He added the two top diplomats discussed 
border security, counterterrorism efforts, trans-
portation facilitation, and increasing trade be-
tween the two countries during their meeting.

The Turkish foreign minister emphasized the 
importance of Syrian citizens returning home 
safely and expressed Turkey’s desire to collabo-
rate closely with Syria in combating terrorism.

He also expressed satisfaction with the recent 
reconciliation deal between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia, highlighting that Turkey, Iran, and Saudi Ara-
bia are responsible countries in the region.

By Chris Devonshire-Ellis

There has been a great deal of media commen-
tary following last week’s BRICS summit in South 
Africa. Much has been made of the ‘disparate’ 
nature of the coming additions of the new BRICS 
Six – Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Ara-
bia, and the UAE to the grouping, which should be 
completed by early next year and will bring the to-
tal number of BRICS countries to eleven.

What many have missed however is that all the 
BRICS countries – including the new BRICS six – 
possess significant trade influence within their 
own backyards. I provide details as follows:

Argentina

Like neighboring Brazil, Argentina is a full 
member of the Mercosur free trade bloc in 
South America. Mercosur also includes Para-
guay and Uruguay (Venezuela is currently sus-
pended) and associate members Bolivia, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, and Suriname.

Mercosur’s population is 284 million, while 
its total GDP (PPP) is US$5.195 trillion. GDP per 
capita (PPP) is US$18,987.

Egypt

Egypt is the second largest (after Saudi Arabia) 
member of the Greater Arab Free Trade Agree-
ment (GAFTA), which also includes Algeria, Bah-
rain, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Moroc-
co, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, 

UAE and Yemen.GAFTA’s population is about 440 
million, while its total GDP (PPP) is about US$7.9 
trillion. GDP per capita (PPP) varies widely among 
member countries; but averages out at US$17,270.

Ethiopia

Ethiopia is the second-most populous country 
in Africa and its sixth largest economy. It is also a 
member of the Common Market For East & South 
Africa (COMESA), which also includes Burundi, 
Comoros, the DR Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eswati-
ni, Kenya, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, 
Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia, 
Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Ethiopia is also a member of the African Con-
tinental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) which 
includes all African nations with the exception of 
Eritrea. This agreement is phasing in reductions 
on all intra-African trade on 95% of all products 
in various stages over the coming 12 years. This 
eliminates tariffs for pan-African sourcing.

COMESA’s population is about 640 million, 
while its total GDP (PPP) is about USD918 billion. 
The average GDP per capita (PPP) varies amongst 
members but averages out at US$5,173.

Iran

Iran is heavily sanctioned by the West and is 
not a member of any Middle Eastern free trade 
agreements. However, it does have an FTA with 
the Eurasian Economic Union, with the main trade 

beneficiary within this being Russia.

However, Iran is the key connectivity hub in 
the International North-South Transportation Cor-
ridor (INSTC), which also includes signatories Azer-
baijan, India, Russia and Turkmenistan. This hub 
also directly links to other routes to Europe (West), 
China (East), the Middle East and Africa (South). 
It is expected to come into full operational use in 
2024, using multimodal rail and maritime connec-
tivity. As the INSTC is cheaper and faster than the 
Suez Canal routes this places Iran at the hub of 
East-West, North-South global trade routes.

Iran is also a member of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation, and is improving its regional 
ties, especially with Saudi Arabia.

Iran is a significant regional market and econ-
omy, with a population of 85 million, and a GDP 
(PPP) of US$1.692 trillion. Its GDP per capita (PPP) 
is US$19,548.

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates

Both Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) are members of the GAFTA free trade bloc 
– along with Egypt (see above for details). They 
are also both members of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) which also includes Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, and Qatar. The GCC has CEPA trade agree-
ments with India, Israel, and Singapore and is ne-
gotiating with Australia, Chile, China, and the UK.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Tehran won’t tolerate geopolitical changes in the Caucasus: Amir Abdollahian 

The expanded BRICS – 84 countries with a collective GDP of $83.5 trillion

TEHRAN- Head of the Justice Department of 
the southern province of Hormozgan said on 
Saturday that the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) Navy had seized a tanker that was 
carrying thousands of gallons of illicit fuel in the 
Persian Gulf and detained the entire crew.

Mojtaba Ghahramani said the fourth naval 
zone of the IRGC sent troops to the Persian Gulf 
to take the ship as part of operations to find and 
combat organized smuggling.

The ship was carrying more than 50 thousand 
liters of smuggled fuel.

Without mentioning the name of the country 
that owns the ship, Ghahramani said four per-
sons had been detained in connection to the 
smuggling.

He emphasized that the cargo on the ship was 
confiscated on court order and given to the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Products Distribution Company 
(NIOPDC) and that all individuals engaged in the 
theft will face prosecution.

Back on July 7, IRGC seized a vessel that car-
rying hundreds of liters of smuggled fuel in the 
Persian Gulf waters.

Also on August 12, the Iranian authorities 
seized a vessel carrying 277,000 liters of smug-
gled fuel in the waters around Qeshm Island in 
the Persian Gulf.

The smugglers intended to transfer the con-

signment to one of the Persian Gulf littoral 
states.

Twelve crew members of the vessel have 
been detained for further investigation. The 
smuggled fuel is worth 61 billion rials (about 
$200,000), the report added.

Jalal Amini, head of the anti-trafficking police, 
said in July that smuggled goods worth 2 trillion 
rials (nearly $7.1 million) have been confiscated 
across the country through the third stage of 
the plan to combat the smuggling of goods and 
currency.

The smuggled items include basic goods, 
home appliances, electronic and medical equip-
ment, cars, cosmetics, clothes, and currencies.

Every year, $20-25 billion worth of goods are 
smuggled in and out of the country, which, if 
stopped, will create hundreds of thousands of 
jobs, MP Hassan Norouzi has said.

In a note, Shargh addressed the new report 
that Rafael Grossi is going to publish on Iran’s nu-
clear program. It wrote: This report is important 
for analysts and experts in two ways; first, they 
are waiting to see which of the issues mentioned 
in this report by the Western media over the past 
or two months regarding cooperation between 
Iran and the IAEA is true; and secondly, how much 
progress has been made in the cooperation be-
tween Iran and the IAEA regarding the remain-
ing disputed issues. Iran is cooperating with the 
intention of limiting the tensions so that it can 
conclude the sanctions-lifting negotiations. In 
this case, Iran has put the strategy of “cooper-
ation while using nuclear levers” on the agenda. 
Tehran’s tactic is to resolve issues on a case-by-
case basis so that it can maintain its bargaining 
tools and leverage for all stages of the talks. 
Mohammad Eslami, the head of the Atomic En-
ergy Organization of Iran, in his latest statement, 
referring to the continued cooperation of his or-
ganization with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, said that Iran’s nuclear program cannot 
be eliminated by military action or sanctions. He 
added adherence to the nuclear agreement by 
the U.S. and other parties and a complete lifting 
of sanctions will lead to Iran’s adherence as well.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Strategic rail
In a commentary, Vatan-e-Emrooz discussed 

the ground-breaking operation of the 32-kilome-
ter Shalamcheh-Basra railway in the presence of 
Iranian Vice President Mohammad Mokhber and 
Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani. 
The paper said: After years of waiting with the ef-
forts of the 13th government, the construction of 
the Shalamcheh-Basra railway as a missing link of 
the Iran-Karbala railway system started yester-
day at the border point. This railway line will reach 
to the Mediterranean Sea and the port of Latakia 
in Syria. The inherent features of rail transporta-
tion, which the greatest advantage of it is high ca-
pacity of safe passenger transport with low cost, 
show the necessity of connecting Iran to Iraq by 
rail. According to experts, with the construction 
of the Shalamcheh-Basra railway, the income of 
the Iran Railway Company will increase signifi-
cantly. The high volume of goods exported from 
Iran to Iraq has made the issue of transportation 
infrastructure between the two countries very 
important. Completing the Shalamcheh-Basra 
railway, in addition to causing a jump in trade and 
commerce between Iran and Iraq, will also provide 
access to other countries located in the east of 
the world to Iran’s railway lines.

Ham Mihan: Unwritten understanding 
between Iran and America!

In an article, Ham Mihan discussed the pro-
cess of negotiations between Iran and the Unit-
ed States and said: Although the authorities of 
Tehran and Washington directly refuse to con-
firm the existence of an agreement, it can be 
understood from some of the recent comments 
of the officials in Iran that the understandings 
between Tehran and Washington go beyond 
the issue of prisoner exchange and the release 
of Iran’s blocked assets. The media have also 
published numerous reports that show issues 
such as “reducing the acceleration of high-en-
riched uranium production, reducing limitations 
on Iran’s oil exports, not trying to seize Iran’s oil 
tankers, reducing tension in the region and not 
having an armed confrontation between Iran-
backed groups and the U.S. military” are among 
the things that, according to the evidence, are 
part of the unwritten understanding between 
Iran and the United States. Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian said: “Tehran has 
the necessary political will to reach the point of 
agreement and wants all parties to implement 
the JCPOA agreement.” Regarding the use of 
political diplomacy to cancel sanctions, there is 
now an initiative from the Sultan of Oman on 
the table. Within the framework of this initiative, 
there is an exchange of messages between us 
(Iran) and other parties.

Javan: Reducing effectiveness of sanctions 
with BRICS 

In a commentary, Javan wrote currently no 
single country has enough power to confront 
the West politically and economically, but if 
countries with different potentials come to-
gether, they can pose a great threat to the con-
centration of power in the West and form blocs. 
Therefore, Iran’s membership in two important 
organizations - the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization and BRICS - sends a strong signal to  
Iran for deep and purposeful international eco-
nomic cooperation to solve the economic prob-
lems caused by the oppressive sanctions of the 
United States. It will be through strengthening 
international economic cooperation and ex-
panding cooperation with countries with supe-
rior economic power outside the Western bloc. 
It is expected that this international coopera-
tion to reduce the effects of international sanc-
tions and have significant effects on increasing 
the value of the national currency.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Iran’s adherence to nuclear deal entails 
complete sanctions removal 

IRGC intercepts ship smuggling over 
50K liters of fuel

Iran says US doesn’t deserve 
membership in UN Human Rights Council 

The new BRICS Six are helping to usher in a huge change in global trade flows and influential clout



Thanks ‘big man’ for 
all your hard work

By Masoud Hossein

TEHRAN - Hamed Haddadi has called it a 
career for Iran at the age of 38. He retired 
from national duty after 23 years. 

He announced retirement in the final 
Classification Round matchup at the FIBA 
Basketball World Cup 2023.

Haddadi, known ‘big man’, is the first 
Iranian to play in the National Basketball 
Association (NBA) when he debuted with the 
Memphis Grizzlies in 2008.

He also played at Dakota Wizards and the 
Phoenix Suns. 

Haddadi led Iran’s golden generation’ 
for more than 10 years, where Team Melli 
claimed FIBA Asia Cup three times in 2007, 
2009 and 2013.

He also represented Iran in two 2008 and 
2020 Olympic Games and four FIBA World 
Cups (2010, 2014, 2019, 2023).

Haddadi made the Iranian proud for many 
years. The Iran basketball will never forget 
its golden generation Haddadi, Samad 
Nikkhah Bahrami, Mehdi Kamrani, Hamed 
Afagh, Javad Davari and Oshin Sahakian.

“I had a long career with the Iran national 
team since 2000s. It’s been 23 years now. I 
know I put everything for my national team. 
(Even) with my injuries, every time I can’t 
play or when I’m not in shape, I know I have 
my teammates here who can improve (the 
team),” Haddadi said.

“I feel good but I feel upset too because I’ll 
leave my country, my basketball (career), my 
teammates, young players who came here,” 
he added.

Haddadi thanked his doctors for his 
longevity: “I want to give a special thank you 
to my doctor here who has been with me for 
more than 10 years. Thank you for pushing 
me even if I already want to quit. I wish the 
best for the national team. We have talent 
but must be patient if they need anything. I 
am here to help”.

We hope to see you again as soon as 
possible. 

Iranian cycling 
legend Zangiabadi 
passes away
TEHRAN – Iranian cycling legend Ali 

Zangiabadi passed away at the age of 67 on 
Saturday.

He died following a long battle with 
disease. The legendary athlete will be laid to 
rest on Monday. 

Zangiabadi won two bronze medals in the 
1982 Asian Games in road race and team 
time trial. 

He won a gold medal at the men’s 30 km 
points race at the 1986 Asian Games. 

Zangiabadi was former president of Iran’s 
Cycling Federation as well. 

Tehran Times offers its heartfelt 
condolence to his bereaved family.

Persepolis eye 
former Dortmund 
forward Modeste 
TEHRAN – Former Dortmund striker 

Anthony Mbu Agogo Modeste has been 
linked with a move to Persepolis football 
team.

The Iranian team have reportedly opened 
negotiations to sign the 35-year-old player.

The French striker started his playing 
career in Nice in 2007 and has also played 
in Bordeaux, Bastia, Blackburn Rovers, 1899 
Hoffenheim, 1. FC Köln and Saint-Étienne.

Modeste was a member of Dortmund 
football team last season and scored two 
goals in 19 matches for the German team.

We fought until 
the end: Hakan 
Demir

TEHRAN – Iran national basketball team 
head coach Hakan Demir said his players 
fought to the last second of the game 
against Lebanon.

Team Melli lost to the West Asian team 81-
73 in the final Classification Round matchup 
at the FIBA Basketball World Cup 2023.

“My team fought to the last second of 
the game. Everyone has to adapt. Maybe we 
didn’t get some good results in the World 
Cup, but all the team fought and stayed 
together until the last second. 

“Also, I want to commend Hamed 
(Haddadi). Even with injury, he played and 
even put up 14 points and 8 rebounds. He 
is a great example for every sports man 
and even dedicated himself to this game of 
basketball,” Demir added. 

Iran defeat 
Philippines at 2023 
Asian Women’s 
Volleyball 
Championship

TEHRAN – Iran defeated the Philippines 
3-2 (22–25, 25–22, 25–21, 24–26, 15–12) 
in the 2023 Asian Women’s Volleyball 
Championship Pool H on Sunday.

Iran were overpowered by powerhouses 
Japan 3-0 and also lost to India 3-1 in the 
Preliminary Round. 

Team Melli are scheduled to meet Hong 
Kong on Monday. 

The 22nd edition of the continent’s biggest 
women’s volleyball tournament kicked 
off on Aug. 30 and will run until Sept. 6 at 
5,000-seater Chartchai Hall and The Mall 
Korat’s MCC Hall in Nakhon Ratchasima, 
Thailand.

Running from August 30 to September 6, 
the championship features 14 teams divided 
into four groups. Each team faces every other 
team in their group once, with the top two 
teams from each preliminary round group 
advancing to the top eight classification 
round, forming two new groups of four.

Iran taekwondokas 
bag seven medals 
in Beirut

TEHRAN– Iran’s taekwondokas have 
scooped seven medals in the 12th Asian 
Junior Taekwondo Championships in 
Lebanon.

The 12th Asian Junior Taekwondo 
Championships is being held at Nouhad 
Naufal Indoor Sports Stadium in Beirut.

On the first day of the event, the Iranian 
fighters bagged four gold, one silver and two 
bronze medals.

Sina Reza Alizadeh (-63 kg) and Parnian 
Nouri (-52 kg) ranked third while Mehdi 
Razmian (-45 kg) finished second at the 
event.

Ghazal Hooshmand (-42kg), Seyyed 
Mohammad Matin Hosseini (-48kg), Amir 
Mohammad Rahmani Rad (+78kg) and 
Nioosha Shadlou (+68kg) snatched gold 
medals for Iran.

As many as 285 teakwondo fighters from 
26 countries compete at the event.
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IRAN IN FOCUS
Inside the war simulation that poured cold water on Israel

TEHRAN – The Iranian foreign minister 
has said that talks between Iran and the 
remaining signatories to the 2015 nuclear 
deal, officially known as the JCPOA, have been 
largely documented in what’s known as the 
“September Document”. 

In an interview with the Etella’at 
newspaper published on Sunday, Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian said lots of discussions 
have taken place between Iran and the other 
parties regardless of the fact that some 

occurrences delayed any new agreements. 

Amir Abdollahian was commenting on the 
2022 fall riots in Iran that according to some 
officials resulted in the death of tens of 
security personnel and civilians. 

“We were really close to reaching an agreement. 
Perhaps if the disturbances of last autumn had 
not occurred, we would have taken the final steps 
in reviving the JCPOA,” noted the top diplomat. 

The foreign minister also talked about how the 
West was wrong in its calculations last year. “The 

Americans and Europeans made a mistake in their 
analysis and thought that a coup had taken place 
in Iran and a new revolution had occurred. But the 
Americans realized sooner than the three European 
countries (Germany, England, and France) that this 
was not true, and that the provocations and media 
campaigns against Iran would not yield any results. 
Therefore, they quickly tried to return, even though 
they tried to take maximum advantage of this 
situation in their hostility towards us.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Frome Page 1   If they do not 
respond, Iran will register its lawsuit in 
the case of the assassination of Martyr 
Soleimani in the International Court of 
Justice in the upcoming spring”. 

Qasem Soleimani, commander of 
the IRGC Quds Force, spearheaded 
Iran’s fight against terrorist groups, 
including Daesh in the 2010s. 
Regarded as an anti-terror icon, Gen. 
Soleimani was assassinated during 

a U.S. drone attack in Baghdad in 
January 2020.  

Dehghan added that in a potential 
legal dispute between Iran and 
the United States regarding the 
assassination, the situation would be 
in Iran’s favor. The legal advisor added 
Iran was able to win a case against 
the U.S. earlier this year regarding 
Washington’s illegal seizure of some 
of Iran’s properties. 

Washington has seized almost 
$2 billion of Iran’s assets and has 
illegally awarded them in various 
cases in recent years. One of the most 
infamous anti-Iran campaigners, 
Masih Alinejad, won $3.3 million in 
“damages” in July. 

According to Dehghan, Tehran has 
also brought the U.S. to the court for its 
illegal sanctions against Iranians. “We 
have turned in hundreds of documents 

to show the toll of U.S. sanctions on 
various sectors. Washington has 
three months left to turn in a defense 
statement. After that the hearing will 
probably take place in spring of next 
year and the verdict will be out by the 
end of the next Iranian calendar year,” 
explained the legal deputy. 

The next Iranian year will start on 
March 21, 2014.

Iran FM says extensive talks held to revive JCPOA 

Iran will soon take legal action against US on Gen. Soleimani assassination

TEHRAN - As pressure from the Albanian 
government piles up, the Mujahedin-e-Khalq 
terror organization has decided to transfer its 
members to other countries, according to Tasnim.

The report by Tasnim released on Saturday 
says some MKO members are scheduled to move 
out of Albania. They are however moving in two 
separate groups, with some of them opting to go 
to Canada and the rest to Germany. 

The MKO was initially planning to entirely move 
its headquarters to Canada, but was met with 
conflicting reactions from within. The decision was 
made after France refused to host the group. 

For now, the terror organization has decided to 
transfer its members possessing the Canadian 
passport to the North American country and send 
the individuals with German documents to Germany. 
The ones leaving are reportedly the higher-ranking 
members of the organization.

The secret planned exit and the MKO prioritizing 
the safety of members with more important 

positions have led to disquiet among lower-ranking 
figures. The rift is deepening between different parts 
of the organization especially due to the absence of 
the MKO ringleader, Maryam Rajavi.

The government of Albania banned Maryam Rajavi 
from entering the country in August. Rajavi fled from 
Albania to France in late June, after Albanian police 
forces raided the camp hosting the MKO due to its 
engagement in “terror and cyber-attacks” against 
foreign institutions. Police seized 150 computer 
devices linked to terrorist activities while at least one 
MKO terrorist was killed and dozens of others were 
injured during clashes at the camp. The MKO has 

expressed concerns that Albania might have turned 
in its sized assets to Iranian authorities.

It seems that high-ranking figures in the MKO 
are trying to flee the country before the Albanian 
government decides to conduct another raid on 
Ashraf 3.

There is currently immense pressure on the 
MKO from the Albanian government as severe 
restrictions have been imposed on the group. 
Albanian police have set up inspection posts at 
the exits of Ashraf 3 in recent weeks and control 
all the group’s entries and exits.

In addition, with the order of the Albanian 
judiciary, the internet at MKO headquarters has 
also been cut off.

Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama previously 
said in an interview with German network Spiegel 
that the group is not allowed to use Albania for war 
against Iran. “Albania does not intend to wage war 
against Iran and will not accept anyone who has 
abused our hospitality,” added the prime minister. 

MKO members reportedly struggling to find shelter

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi 

TEHRAN – While Iran and the 
United States have recently taken 
measures to de-escalate tensions, 
Israel continues to itch for a war 
with Iran that would grudgingly 
drag Washington to another futile 
confrontation in the West Asia region. 

In late July, Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz published a report that 
went unnoticed to a large extent. 
The report vaguely discussed a war 
simulation carried out in Tel Aviv with 
the presence of a group of former 
American and Israeli officials as well 
as “experts” on Iran. 

The Haaretz report provided 
no details about the participants, 
deliberations, and results of the 
simulation. The Tehran Times obtained 
information that reveals what 
happened in the meeting in detail.

According to the information 
obtained by the Tehran Times, the war 
game event was held at the Dan Hotel 
in Tel Aviv from 16-18 July. The event 
was organized and hosted by the 
Tel Aviv-based Institute for National 
Security Studies (INSS).

Overall, the participants were 
divided into eight groups each 
representing a certain country or 
party. The groups represent the 
U.S., Israel, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Europe, Russia, China, the GCC 
countries, and the Resistance Axis.

Following are the groups and their 
members:

Israel Group: 

Eyal Hulata, former head of Israeli 
National Security Council (2021-2023).

Yaakov Amidror, former head of 
Israeli National Security Council 
(2011-2013).

Udi Dekel, INSS.

Meir Elran, INSS.

Ram Yavne, INSS.

Shalom Shlomo, Former Israeli 
Cabinet Secretary.

Yoni Kedar, IDF Intelligence Unit.

Ben Sabti, JISS.

Coordinator: Anat Shapira.

U.S. Group:

Dennis Ross, Washington Institute.

David Makovsky, Washington 
Institute.

Dalia Dassa Kaye, UCLA.

Mark Dubowitz, FDD.

Eldad Shavit, INSS.

Chuck Freilich, INSS.

Coordinator: David Patkin.

The Islamic Republic of Iran Group:

Zohar Palti, Former head of 
Political-Military Bureau, Israel 
Ministry of Defense. 

Henry Rome, Washington Institute.

Raz Zimmit, INSS.

Omer Carmi, Tel Aviv University.

Suzanne Maloney, Brookings 
Institute.

Jonathan Panikoff, Atlantic Council.

Behnam Ben Taleblu, FDD.

Coordinator: Jesse Weinber.

Europe Group: 

Mark Revev, Reichman University.

Sanam Vakil, Chatham House. 

Ronny Leshno-Yaar, Israel MFA.

Hans-Jakob Schindler, CEF.

Frances Tammer, Exter University.

Adi Kantor, INSS.

Coordinator: Rebecca Meller. 

Russia Group:

Arkady Mil-Man, INSS.

Shay Har-Zvi, Reichman University.

Daniel Rakov, JISS.

Eugene Rumer, Carnegie 
Endowment.

Georgy Poroskoun, INSS.

Coordinator: Inbar Noy-Freifeld.

China Group: 

Assaf Orion, INSS.

Craig Singleton, FDD.

Ori Sela, INSS.

Galia Lavi, INSS. 

Coordinator: Roy Ben Tzur.

GCC Group:

Yoel Guzansky, INSS.

John Hannah, JINSA.

Ofir Winter, INSS. 

Gallia Lindenstrauss, INSS. 

Coordinator: Ilan Zalayat. 

Resistance Axis Group:

Eyal Zisser, Tel Aviv University.

Jonathan Lord, CNAS.

Carmit Valensi, INSS.

Orna Mizrahi, INSS.

Yoram Schweitzer, INSS.

Anat Kurz, INSS.

Yaron Schneider, INSS.

Coordinator: Eden Kaduri.

In addition to the groups in question, 
a number of other administrative 
people from INSS were involved in 
coordinating and managing the event. 

Over three days, group members 
assumed the role of countries 
represented by their own group to 

draw up and simulate scenarios for 
the possible confrontation between 
Iran and Israel. Haaretz hypothesized 
that “the war game began with a 
mysterious assassination in Tehran 
that was attributed to Israel. Three 
Iranian nuclear scientists were killed, 
and Tehran responded by enriching 
uranium to 90 percent while claiming 
that the goal wasn’t the manufacture 
of weapons.”

Within five days, Haaretz said, Israel 
slid into a full-scale regional war with 
Iran and its allies such as Hezbollah. 

The group members sought to 
put themselves in the place of the 
countries mentioned above. The 
discussions of the war game were 
deeply disheartening for Israel, 
according to the information obtained 
by the Tehran Times.

Playing U.S. President Joe Biden, 
Ross told the participants that the 
U.S. adheres to its position on Iran 
and backs Israel’s direct military 
action against Iran but he implied 
that Washington won’t act directly 
against Iran.

The Europe and GCC groups further 
dampened Israeli hopes of a military 
solution to Iran. Europe is strictly 
focused on the Ukraine war, the 
group representing Europe asserted, 
while the GCC Group doesn’t back 
military action and won’t abet Israel 
in this regard.

All in all, the war game ended with 
grim prospects for an Israeli military 
action against Iran. Israelis were 
told that neutralizing Iran’s nuclear 
facilities through military actions has 
become much harder since 2012, and 
a military attack could well accelerate 
Iran’s nuclear progress.

Also, the hosts were informed that 
the GCC countries would strongly 
oppose Israeli military action against 
Iran and would use everything in their 
power to prevent such a likelihood. 
Most interestingly, Israelis were 
informed that Michael Erik Kurilla, 
commander of United States Central 
Command (CENTCOM), sticks to a 
different line from the White House.

The War Room

Group planning to send high-ranking members to Canada and Germany 



TEHRAN – Iran imported 8.853 million 
tons of basic goods worth $6 billion 
in the first five months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21-August 
22), the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA) announced.

As reported by the IRICA, the five-month 
import of the basic commodities shows 13.5 
percent fall in value, and 7.5 percent drop in 
weight, as compared to the same period of 
time in the previous year.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 6,220 points to 
2.111 million on Sunday.

As reported, 9.568 billion securities worth 
64.562 trillion rials (about $131.7 million) 
were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. The 
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and 
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) has mentioned the 
measures taken by this organization in the 
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (which ended 
on March 20) and explained the priorities and 
key plans of the SEO in 1402.

In a message on the occasion of the New 
Year, Majid Eshqi wrote:

In 1401, one of the main goals of SEO was 
to protect the rights of investors and restore 
their confidence in the capital market. In this 
regard, various programs were targeted 
and implemented: (1) Development and 
improvement of intelligent monitoring 
systems in market sectors and financial 
institutions, (2) Payment of interest through 
the comprehensive customer information 
system of Sejam, including annual and annual 
profits, so that small shareholders can 
ensure that they receive their profits at the 
lowest cost, (3) Launching new investment 
instruments, including certificates of 
deposit of gold bullion, crude oil and gas 
condensate, so that small shareholders can 
invest in basic and relatively inflation-proof 
assets in small amounts, (4) Diversification 
of investment funds to cover the tastes and 
needs of a wider range of retail investors, 
(5) A jump in the licensing of financial 
institutions with the aim of improving the 
competitive environment and increasing the 
quality of customer service, (6) Building trust 
through the promotion of the Capital Market 
Stabilization Fund’s status and introducing 
the shareholder portfolio insurance plan for 
retail investors, (7) Improving market micro-
structures such as increasing the range 
of volatility with the aim of smoothing the 
market flow, and (8) Issuing new guidelines 
for corporate governance in order to protect 
the rights of shareholders by publishers. 
Today, we can say with pleasure that the trust 
of small shareholders has been significantly 
restored as a fundamental step towards 
popularizing the economy.

In addition to the above actions, the 
Securities and Exchange Organization 
has always tried to lay the ground for the 
continuation of sustainable growth and 
increase the efficiency of the capital market 
by carrying out structural reforms, and in 
this regard, five key programs are prioritized:

1- Indirect investment development: In the 
past year, a good amount of diversity was 
created in indirect investment instruments, 
especially investment funds, and we 
continue to focus on deepening these new 
and efficient instruments and promoting 
them for investors.

2- Creating a platform for transparent 
and diverse financing: By defining technical 
and legal infrastructures to facilitate micro 
and macro financing by the private and 
non-governmental sectors, a new chapter 

of financing projects and businesses was 
established, and the government was able 
to implement its plan to transfer the shares 
of companies along with the transfer of 
operational management without harming 
the capital market. The initial offering 
of shares of businesses based on new 
technologies was also a big step towards the 
financing of knowledge-based companies, 
which will be followed seriously in the 
current year in a higher volume and of course 
according to the market capacities.

3- Smart regulation and monitoring: The 
organization’s new approach to smart and 
preventive monitoring, along with the launch 
of systems for speeding up the handling 
of complaints, promises a new move that 
will greatly help to reduce violations in 
this market by formulating the necessary 
regulations in the amendment of the stock 
market law.

4- Revision of the regulatory infrastructure: 
Due to the necessity of implementing 
professional and uncomplicated principles 
and rules in the direction of the sustainable 
development of the capital market, in 
addition to the measures taken in order to 
amend the corporate governance guidelines 
for publishers and the guidelines for 
identifying and reporting the confidential 
information holders in the organization, 
some reforms, which need the changes in the 
stock market law, have also been considered 
in cooperation with the legislator, which will 
definitely ensure the long-term interests of 
the capital market.

5- Derivative market development: 
Some basic measures in the field of capital 
market infrastructure and also in the field 
of designing derivative instruments with 
the aim of making the market two-way and 
providing risk management instruments 
for market participants were implemented 
in the past year, and therefore there is 
full readiness and determination to make 
these efforts come to fruition with the 
introduction of new derivative instruments, 
especially in the stock market, from the 
beginning of this year.

In 1402, while pursuing the aforementioned 
long-term plans, the Securities and Exchange 
Organization intends to provide the basis 
for the double growth and prosperity 
of the capital market by facilitating the 
establishment of project public companies, 
activating the capacity of credit rating 
companies, especially in line with the 
development of the bond market and fixed 
income funds, and generating government 
assets through the real estate board, 
capacity building for the issuance of debt 
securities that can be converted into shares, 
the introduction of various commodity funds, 
and finally the development of the online 
verification platform of assets.

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN- National Printing 
Industry Day was celebrated at 
Espinas Palace Hotel in Tehran on 
Saturday evening.

The event was participated 
by a number of directors from 
the Ministry of Industry, Mining, 
and Trade, including Mona 
Abroufarakh, the director-general 
of the Cellulosic, Printing and 
Stationery Industries Office of the 
ministry, some printing industry 
entrepreneurs and directors, 
including Ahmad Abolhassani, the 
chairman of Tehran Print Union, 
as well as the chairmen of Iran 
Chamber of Guilds and Tehran 
Chamber of Guilds.

Abolhassani had stated that 
“The beat of printing” “The beating 
heart of the industry” is the slogan 
of this edition of the National 
Printing Industry Day conference, 
which he said: “This slogan is 
indicative of many issues. Printing 
houses in any part of the world 
are the expressive language of the 
state of that country’s industries. 
From this point of view, the chosen 
slogan of this edition, which is 
designed based on a brainstorm, 
is based on the existing realities 

of the printing industry. In fact, no 
industry and producer can achieve 
their desired results without 
printing, and this is a point that 
indicates the industrial nature 
of printing, and all our efforts 
to choose this slogan have been 
to place this point in the heart of 
society and among the officials.”

During the National Printing 
Industry Day ceremony, some 
challenges that the printing 
industry is facing in the country 
were addressed.

It was said that the biggest 
challenge of the printing industry 
today is the lack of strategic 

thinking among directors, 
planners, entrepreneurs, 
organizations, and unions.

Also, some recent fruitful 
measures taken in this industry 
were mentioned as:

- Interaction with the Industry, 
Mining and Trade Ministry, and 
formation of joint working groups 
to find ways to improve and 
develop the printing industry

- Interaction with Tehran 
Industrial Estates Company to 
establish printing parks in several 
important industrial estates of 
Tehran province, and taking the 

necessary follow-up measures in 
this due

- Pursuing the benefits of 
printing units from bank facilities 
like other industrial units

- Noticeable presence of those 
active in the printing industry 
in the boards of chambers of 
commerce and Tehran Chamber 
of Guilds, as Ahmad Abolhassani is 
the vice chairman of Iran Chamber 
of Guilds

- The role of the private sector, 
especially Tehran Print Union 
in organizing various events, 
for example, this ceremony, 
independently from governmental 
institutions

Mentioning the required 
strategies in the printing industry, 
it was stated that there is a need for 
a complete understanding of the 
current capacity and capabilities 
of the printing industry in order 
to fully and accurately identify the 
weaknesses and capacities and 
provide different solutions to solve 
the challenges and obstacles.

It should be mentioned that 
some exemplary persons active 
in the printing industry were 
honored at the end of the National 
Printing Industry Day ceremony.

TEHRAN – As announced by the head of 
Iran Small Industries and Industrial Parks 
Organization (ISIPO), 300 idle industrial units 
have been revived in the country since the 
beginning of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21).

Emphasizing that reviving the stagnant units 
is a major plan of the current government, 
Farshad Moghimi said that 1,900 idle units are 
also planned to come back to the production 
cycle by the yearend.

Iran’s 13th government administration has 
managed to revive 5,400 idle and semi-active 
industrial units across the country since it 
took office in September 2021, an official with 
the Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry said 
last week.

According to Ali Karimpour-Natanzi, the 
executive secretary of the government’s 
movement to revive idle economic units, the 
reviving of the mentioned units has created job 
opportunities for 118,000 people.

“There are currently 52,000 idle and semi-
active units across the country, 12,000 of 
which are based in industrial parks and zones,” 
Karimpour-Natanzi said.

“We have a conceptual model for the 

reviving program in which the private sector 
as a contractor or middle link should revive 
stagnant units by receiving various facilities 
from the government,” the official said.

According to the official, attracting 
investment and liquidity is currently the 
main challenge that the country’s industrial 
production units are facing.

In the past few years, many of the production 
units across Iran have been wrestling with 
financial issues as well as the problem of 
supplying their raw materials, so that, many 
have been forced to shut down or decrease 
their activities.

The Industry Ministry’s program for revving 
such units has tried to identify major problems 
and issues that the production units are facing 
in order to bring them back into the production 
cycle by resolving such problems.

Three weeks ago, Industry, Mining, and 
Trade Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi inaugurated 
20 industrial, infrastructure, and development 
projects valued at 294.8 trillion rials (over $60 
million) in industrial parks and zones across the 
country through video conferencing.

The inauguration ceremony was also 
attended by the ISIPO head.

Put into operation in 11 different provinces, 
the mentioned projects were inaugurated on 
the occasion of the national day of supporting 
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs).

The projects include nine infrastructure 
projects with a total investment of 1.88 trillion 
rials (about $3.82 million), seven industrial 
projects with an investment of 18.35 trillion 
rials (over $37.8 million), and the revival of four 
idle industrial units with an investment of 9.24 
trillion rials (over $18.9 million).

As reported, the inauguration of the 
mentioned projects has created direct job 
opportunities for 723 people.

The projects were carried out in the provinces 
of Kermanshah, Markazi, Zanjan, Yazd, Alborz, 
Lorestan, Sistan-Baluchestan, Golestan, 
Isfahan, Qazvin, and East Azarbaijan.

TEHRAN- Non-oil commodities valued at $3.741 
billion were exported from Bushehr province, in 
the southwest of Iran, during the first four months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 21-July 
22), a provincial official announced.

Ali Soleymani, the director-general of the 
province’s Customs Department, put the weight 
of exported goods at 9.88 million tons and said 
that the four-month non-oil export indicates four 
percent rise in weight, while 25 percent drop in 
value, year on year.

He named petrochemical products, gas 
condensate, cement and clinker, fish and shrimp, 
and fresh vegetables as the major exported items.

The official further announced that 172,000 
tons of non-oil commodities valued at $614 
million were imported to the province in the first 
four months of the present year, showing 16 
percent and one percent decline in weight and 
value, respectively.

He named fabrics, spare parts of passenger 
cars, used crane bearings and roller bearings, 
bananas, tires, and industrial compressor 
radiators as the main imported items.

According to the data released by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA), 
the value of Iran’s non-oil trade reached $35.445 
billion in the first four months of the current 
Iranian calendar year.

Based on the mentioned data, Iran exported 
45.758 million tons of non-oil commodities worth 

$15.906 billion in the mentioned four months, IRIB 
reported.

The exports of non-oil commodities in the 
mentioned four months increased by 28.56 
percent in terms of weight.

Meanwhile, some 11.842 million tons of 
goods valued at $19.539 billion were imported 
into the country in the said period, indicating a 
10.82-percent rise in terms of value compared to 
the last year’s same time span.

The average value of each ton of exported 
goods in the first four months of the current year 
was $348 and the average value of each ton of 
imported goods was $1,650.

Iran’s top export destination during this period 
was China with $4.644 billion worth of imports 
from the Islamic Republic, followed by Iraq with 
$2.927 billion, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
with over $2.0 billion, Turkey with $1.778 billion, 
and India with $624 million.

TEHRAN- During the past 
Iranian calendar month (ended 
on August 22) Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME) witnessed trade 
of 13,452,706 tons of commodities 
with a total trading value of almost 
$3.2 billion on its physical market, 
logging growths of 11.5 percent in 
value and 21 percent in volume of 
trades compared with the month 
before that.

As reported by the IME’s Public 
Relations and International 
Affairs Department, the 
exchange saw on its metals and 
minerals trading floor, trade of 
10,906,046 tons of commodities 

valued at more than $2 billion.

On this floor the IME sold 
5,544,552 tons of cement, 
2,660,000 tons of iron ore, 
1,707,761 tons of steel, 928,000 
tons of sponge iron, 39,455 tons 
of zinc, 39,215 tons of aluminum, 
38,208 tons of copper, 2,800 
tons of cast iron, 1,290 tons 

of molybdenum concentrate, 
300 tons of coke and 72 tons of 
precious metals concentrate.

It’s worth noting that the IME 
also traded 1,600 kg of saffron on 
its agricultural trading floor.

Furthermore, the exchange 
saw trade of 2,405,517 tons of 
commodities worth more than $1 
billion on both domestic and export 
pits of its oil and petrochemical 
trading floor.

Items traded on this floor 
included 792,000 tons of vacuum 
bottom, 663,300 tons of bitumen, 
491,397 tons of polymeric 
products, 185,500 tons of lube cut, 

167,335 tons of chemicals, 76,505 
tons of sulfur, 23,399 tons of oil, 
10,618 tons of petroleum products, 
1,560 tons of feedstocks, 1,000 
tons of slop wax and 900 tons of 
waterproofing materials.

Last was the IME’s side market 
on which the exchange traded 
141,141 tons of goods.

IME is one of the four major 
stock markets of Iran, the other 
three markets are Tehran Stock 
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran 
Energy Exchange (IRENEX).
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Over $8.8m of basic commodities 
imported in 5 months

TEDPIX up 6,200 points on Sunday

300 idle industrial units revived in Iran since late March

Non-oil goods worth $3.7b exported from Bushehr province in 4 months 

Commodities worth almost $3.2b traded at IME in a month

National Printing Industry Day 
celebrated in Tehran
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Niger coup 
supporters call for 
French ambassador, 
troops to leave
Thousands of people have rallied in the 

Nigerien capital, Niamey, demanding that 
France withdraw its ambassador and troops 
from the West African country as its new 
military rulers have accused the former 
colonial power of “interference”.

The protesters gathered near a military base 
housing French soldiers on Saturday after a 
call by several civic organisations hostile to the 
French military presence. They held up banners 
proclaiming, “French army, leave our country.”

Niger’s military government, which seized 
power on July 26, has accused French 
President Emmanuel Macron of using 
divisive rhetoric in his comments about the 
coup and seeking to impose a neocolonial 
relationship with its former colony.

Macron has backed deposed President 
Mohamed Bazoum and refused to recognise 
Niger’s new rulers. Sylvain Itte, France’s 
ambassador, has remained in Niger, despite a 
48-hour deadline to leave the country given 
more than a week ago, a decision Macron 
said he “applauds”.

France bans 
abayas as schools 
open 
French Education Minister Gabriel Attal 

announced at a news conference six days ago 
that robes worn mainly by Muslims, known 
as abayas for girls and women and khamis 
for boys and men, would be banned with the 
start of the new school year on Monday.

French Prime Minister Élisabeth Borne on 
Sunday rejected any accusation of unfair 
treatment with the introduction of this ban. 
“I can see that there is manipulation and 
attempts at provocation on the part of some. 
I’m thinking in particular of LFI (La France 
Insoumise or France Unbowed – a French 
left-wing political party),” Borne said in an 
interview with French radio network RTL. 

“But I want to state things very clearly: 
there is no stigmatisation. Every one of our 
fellow citizens, whatever their religion, has 
their place in our country,” she said.

“There is one principle: secularism. And 
there’s a law prohibiting the wearing of any 
sign or garment by which a student manifests 
his or her religious affiliation. This law must be 
applied to everyone, and we’ll make sure that it 
is properly applied,” said Borne.

N. Korea stages 
‘tactical nuclear 
attack drill’ in 
warning to enemies
North Korea has announced that it 

conducted a simulated “tactical nuclear 
attack” drill with two long-range missiles 
equipped with mock atomic warheads.

The KCNA news agency, in a report on 
Sunday, said the drill was carried out early on 
Saturday to “warn enemies” that the country 
would be prepared in case of nuclear war and 
pledged again to bolster military deterrence 
against South Korea and the United States.

The two cruise missiles carrying mock 
nuclear warheads were fired towards the West 
Sea off the peninsula and flew 1,500km (930 
miles) at a preset altitude of 150 metres, it said.

The launches were the latest in a series of 
missile tests and military exercises conducted 
by Pyongyang in recent weeks, including 
a failed spy satellite launch late last month.

It came just after the joint annual 
summertime exercises between South Korea 
and the US, known as Ulchi Freedom Shield, 
came to a close on Thursday after an 11-day 
run, featuring air drills with B-1B bombers.

Putin and Erdogan 
to meet in Sochi 
amid bid to revive 
vital grain deal
Russian President Vladimir Putin is set to meet 

with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in 
the city of Sochi on Monday.

The summit will take place against the backdrop 
of Ankara’s efforts to convince Moscow to reconsider 
its withdrawal from the Black Sea grain deal.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has 
previously reiterated that Russia will be ready to 
rejoin the Black Sea initiative as soon as it sees 
guarantees that benefits promised to Russia will 
be implemented.

Ukrainian oligarch 
and Zelensky 
supporter arrested
One of Ukraine’s most powerful oligarchs has 

been arrested in a fraud investigation, state 
media in the country report.

A Kyiv court on Saturday ordered Ihor 
Kolomoisky, a key supporter of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky’s 2019 
presidential campaign, to 60 days in pre-trial 
detention while authorities investigate fraud 
charges against him, reported Ukrinform.

Kolomoisky’s media and banking businesses 
have made him one of the richest men in Ukraine.

However, the US State Department has 
previously accused him of using his “political 
influence and power for personal benefit.”

The State Department sanctioned Kolomoisky in 
March 2021 for his alleged involvement in “corrupt 
acts that undermined rule of law and the Ukrainian 
public’s faith in their government’s democratic 
institutions and public processes.”

Traffic on the 
Crimean Bridge 
temporarily 
disrupted
Traffic has resumed on the Crimean Bridge, 

also known as the Kerch Bridge, after being 
temporarily suspended early Sunday, according 
to the operator of the bridge.

The operator did not say why traffic was 
temporarily suspended, but it has been a 
frequent target for Ukrainian attacks.

“Those on the bridge and in the inspection area 
are asked to remain calm and follow the instructions 
of transportation security officers,” the operator 
said on Telegram shortly before 4 a.m. local time. 

On Saturday, Russia said it had stopped an 
overnight Ukrainian attack on the Crimean Bridge, 
which links the annexed Crimean peninsula to the 
Russian mainland.

The Russian Ministry of Defense said that 
Ukrainian forces attempted to attack the bridge 
with two unmanned explosive-laden boats.

Over a dozen 
arrested in Cyprus 
as anti-migrant 
violence spreads
Cypriot police have arrested 13 people after 

a march against migrants and refugees on the 
island’s second-largest city, Limassol, turned 
violent with mobs vandalising property.

Five people were injured during the unrest on 
Friday evening after about 500 people took to the 
streets for the march, the police said.

Rubbish bins were set alight and some shops 
were vandalised, police said. Witnesses quoted 
by Cypriot media outlets said some foreigners 
were attacked during the march.

Police used water cannon to disperse the 
protesters, some of them hooded and holding a 
banner that read “Refugees not welcome”.

WORLD HEADLINES

From page 2   Speech acts, which have the 
ability to shape social realities, play a crucial role 
in changing international relations. This was ex-
emplified in 2021 when Afghanistan’s president at 
the time, Mr. Ghani, made a significant statement 
during the inauguration of the Kamal Khan Dam 
near the Iranian border. Mr. Ghani explicitly de-
clared that Afghanistan would no longer provide 
free water to anyone and emphasized the need 
for discussions on water allocation beyond the 
agreed quota. He even suggested that Iran could 
receive more water if it offered oil in return.

Ultimately, in January 2022, the river’s flow was 
diverted to block water from reaching Iran and the 
Hamoun Wetlands. Iran’s President, Ebrahim Rai-
si, issued a warning to the Afghan officials in May 
2023, urging them to respect the water rights of 
the people of Sistan. Although Afghanistan’s For-
eign Minister, Amir Khan Muttaqi, argued that the 
water scarcity issue is a consequence of drought 
and that Afghanistan is committed to upholding 
the agreement, the Taliban mobilized military 
forces, including weaponry and vehicles left be-
hind by the United States.

According to Iran’s special representative for 
Afghanistan, Hassan Kazemi, a recent visit con-
ducted by Iran’s technical team to the Dehravoud 
water measuring station, which serves as the 
benchmark for assessing normal, wet or dry wa-
ter year. Observations and measurements made 
by experts indicate that the current water flow 
at the station during August 2023 falls below 
the monthly average for a normal water year. It 
should be noted, however, that this assessment 
is limited to this specific month and any drawing 
conclusions regarding dry, normal or wet year, as 
per the 1972 Hirmand Treaty, based on this data 
alone would be premature. Furthermore, it is 
worth mentioning that Iran’s allocated share of 
water has yet to be delivered, said Hojat Mianaba-
di, a faculty member of Tarbiat Modares Universi-
ty and expert on water diplomacy.

The already-constructed dams and ongoing 
projects on the Helmand River Basin, including 
the Kajaki Dam, the Dahla Dam, the Kamal Khan 
Dam, and the Bakhshabad Dam, have raised con-
cerns in Iran. The populations in the river delta re-
gions of Nimrooz Province in Afghanistan and the 
Sistan region in Iran heavily rely on the Helmand 
River for domestic water supply and agricultural 
irrigation. Iran has implemented various projects, 
such as the Chahnimeh Reservoirs, to manage its 
water resources. However, its complete depen-
dence on upstream water sources requires the 
maintenance, or even reduction, of irrigated lands 
in the Sistan area. Iran argues that the current 
water allocation from Afghanistan is insufficient 

to meet the domestic, agricultural, and ecological 
needs of its poorest areas. Conversely, Afghan-
istan, also dealing with poverty and poor living 
conditions, claims that it requires the same water 
resources for its socio-economic development, 
particularly for post-civil war economic recovery. 
The river is also crucial for sustaining the trans-
boundary interconnected Hamoun Wetlands and 
the Goad-e-Zereh depression, which are essential 
parts of the river delta from an environmental 
perspective. Efforts have been made to include 
Afghanistan in international initiatives to revive 
the Hamoun Wetlands, but Afghanistan has not 
responded positively so far.

Drought periods, whether caused by nature or 
human activities, have historically played a cru-
cial role in conflicts and cooperation surround-
ing the Helmand River. While conflicts have tra-
ditionally arisen during drought periods, both 
sides have managed to keep them under con-
trol and adopt a limited cooperative approach. 
However, both Afghanistan and, notably, Iran, 
appear dissatisfied with the level and outcomes 
of cooperation. Recognizing the threat to its na-
tional security, Iran had reportedly called upon 
the United Nations Security Council since 2001 
to intervene in the water disputes with Afghan-
istan. Iran also proposed a joint study in 2019 to 
establish a platform for mutual water coopera-
tion and find solutions for common water and 
environmental problems but Afghanistan did 
not respond favourably to the initiative. Sub-
sequent agreements were made in 2020 and 
2021 to conduct a joint geological survey of the 
Helmand River in the border area. While nego-
tiations have continued with gradual progress, 
the Taliban’s return to power in August 2021 fol-
lowed significant uncertainties about the future 
of relations between Afghanistan and Iran. The 
situation remains ambiguous without a shared 
goal, vision, or common norm addressing the in-
terests and identities of both countries regard-
ing the Helmand River Basin.

Given Afghanistan’s regional geopolitical sit-
uation, which has shaped its development and 
conflicts, the country has become a target for 
superpowers with security interests in the region. 
This intense geopolitical competition appears to 
overshadow all aspects of Afghanistan, including 
water resource management. As a landlocked 
country striving for development, Afghanistan 
sees unilateral water development as a strate-
gic policy to address political failures and meet 
socio-economic demands. This reflects the signif-
icance of water as a high politics issue for both 
Afghanistan and Iran. Conflicting interests arise 
from historical use, environmental consider-

ations, nationalism, and development. Afghani-
stan, as an upstream country, is hesitant to open-
ly negotiate on transboundary waters out of fear 
of losing control over the river and limiting its use 
for national development. On the other hand, Iran, 
as a downstream country, seeks cooperation to 
fulfil its domestic, agricultural, and environmen-
tal water demands. It is important to recognize 
that not all forms of cooperation are beneficial 
to all parties involved, and disputes may lead to 
more equitable arrangements. Cooperation over 
the Helmand River has even invalidated a legal 
treaty, calling for a re-evaluation of underlying 
disagreements. 

There are also other serious controversies be-
tween Afghanistan and its neighbouring coun-
tries regarding transboundary waters, often 
involving high-level political and security discus-
sions. Knowing the significance of the Harirud 
River to Iran and Turkmenistan, correspondingly, 
Afghanistan has the ability to strategically manip-
ulate water flow or restrict access as a means of 
coercing these two countries into making certain 
concessions or negotiating terms in its favour.

Iran and Turkmenistan have been sub-
stantial providers of Afghanistan’s elec-
tricity, acknowledging the significance of 
neighbourly relations and shared water re-
sources. Nevertheless, Afghanistan’s failure 
to uphold the rights of these two countries 
over Harirud River may also have detrimen-
tal implications for their bilateral ties. Con-
sequently, Iran and Turkmenistan are active-
ly pursuing negotiations with Afghanistan, 
with the objective of establishing a common 
legal framework that ensures the equitable 
release of water from the Harirud River to 
meet their respective needs. 

The question remains whether Afghanistan will 
pursue the strategy of sailing of water, and if so, 
whether Iran will accept this decision. Alternative-
ly, Iran may propose alternative solutions, such as 
desalination or transferring water from the Oman 
Sea, to break free from the cycle of hope and de-
spair surrounding water availability. Nonetheless, 
Iran, despite having the capability for desalina-
tion, is advocating for its rightful share of water 
from the Hirmand River. Afghanistan, on the oth-
er hand, appears to be seeking to engage Iran in 
a trade-off involving water, oil, and electricity, 
which would ultimately lead to the destruction 
of the 1972 Hirmand water treaty. This scheme is 
seen as an attempt by Afghanistan to entice Iran 
into a trap, jeopardizing the existing treaty. Iran is 
determined to engage in negotiations based on 
equitable sharing of water resources.

Caught in an endless loop: The complex water dynamics 
between Iran and Afghanistan

From page 1   Race plays a major 
role in Israeli society. 

Jews who are white sit on top of 
the ladder in terms of preferential 
treatment by Israeli authorities and 
are widely encouraged to immigrate 
from the West to the land that 
belongs to a third party.

For decades, black African Jews 
have been the victim of harassment, 
deportation and other measures at 
the hands of Israeli authorities. 

Analysts say that similar to 
other settler colonialist systems, 
where land is taken away from the 
indigenous people, the society is 
established on a racist hierarchy. 

In Israel, the Zionist ideology 
publicly claims to merge all races 
into one, but in practice is doing 
the opposite, with a class system 
that has seen Ethiopian, Eritrean, 
Sudanese and other African Jews at 
the very low end of the class system 
in a predominantly white society.

And Israel has done its utmost to 
keep it that way. 

Over the past twenty years alone, 
tens of thousands of African Jews 
have been imprisoned and then 
deported back to Africa by the self-
proclaimed protector of the global 
Jewish population. 

Many African Jews in the occupied 
territories are still refugee migrants 
despite immigrating there along 
with the other settlers squatting on 
Palestinian land for decades now. 

The regime has tried a variety 
of tactics to force black African 
Jews out instead of offering them 
citizenship like White Jews. It sends 

some to a remote prison, holds part 
of their wages until after they agree 
to leave or offer cash payments to 
those who agree to move to another 
country, somewhere in Africa. 

Critics accuse the regime of trying 
to coerce African Jewish migrants 
into leaving.

This is while Netanyahu, like many 
other Israeli rulers, has encouraged 
white Jews in Western states such 
as France to immigrate to the 
occupied territories and expand its 
white population image.

He has previously appealed “to 
all the Jews of France, all the Jews 
of Europe, I would like to say that 
Israel is not just the place in whose 
direction you pray, the state of Israel 
(the occupied Palestinian territories) 
is your home.”

Racism against Africans prevails 

widely among all levels of Israeli 
society. 

In March, news outlets reported 
on how Israeli teachers, heading out 
for a field trip with their students, 
set up a social media group with the 
title “Black Field Trip” in which they 
sent messages to ridicule and mock 
the black students, without even 
attempting to hide their conduct.

In 2015, the emergence of a 
leaked video showing the regime’s 
troops physically assaulting an 
Ethiopian Jew triggered days of 
violent protests by the Ethiopian 
community on the streets of Tel 
Aviv to protest against systemic 
discrimination. 

Regularly, similar violent 
protests have taken place between 
ultra-Orthodox Jews and the 
regime’s forces over their refusal 

to enlist in the army. 

With a very ultra-Orthodox 
cabinet in power for the time being, 
it’s the secular Jews who are out on 
the streets now, protesting against 
corruption among their rulers. 

Stuck in the middle, however, 
will always be the African Jews 
who will continue to suffer from 
discrimination no matter who is 
in power.

Similar protests involving rival 
Eritrean groups have also been 
popping up in other countries. 

On Saturday, Norway’s second-
largest city Bergen, witnessed 
clashes between supporters 
and opponents of the Eritrean 
government during a rally 
commemorating the country’s 
Independence Day. 

Israeli racism against Jews 
on display again

Israeli troops use brutal force against African Jews 



TEHRAN—The number of foreign 
arrivals in Mashhad is expected 
to double during the last ten days 
of Safar, the second month of the 
lunar Islamic calendar in which Shia 
Muslims hold special mourning 
services.

“It is predicted that this year 
the arrival of foreign pilgrims to 
Mashhad will increase more than 
two times in the last ten days of 
Safar,” ISNA quoted a local official as 
saying on Sunday.

“We predict that a large number 
of pilgrims from Karbala and 
neighboring countries will visit 
Mashhad in the last decade of 
Safar as coronavirus restrictions 
have been abolished,” said Davood 
Khosh-shekan, who presides over 
the medical tourism department at 
the Mashhad University of Medical 
Sciences.

Earlier this year, the Islamic 
Republic scrapped all coronavirus-
related restrictions such as pre-
departure COVID test requirements 
for incoming flights.

Khosh-shekan said foreign 
nationals will constitute a 
considerable figure of people 
traveling to Mashhad during the 
period. “Therefore, we have notified 

all medical centers to be on alert so 
that they do not have any strictness 
in tariffs and accepting foreign 
patients, aimed at providing proper 
services to the pilgrims of Imam 
Reza (AS).”

In the month of Safar, thousands 
of people gather in Mashhad to 
commemorate Arbaeen, which 
marks an end to the 40-day 
mourning period following the 
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS) 
and his loyal companions at the 
Battle of Karbala on Muharram 10 in 
the year 61 AH (680 CE). According to 
Khosh-shekan, Mashhad’s medical 
tourism revenues were about 1.119 
trillion rials (some $2.2 million) 
during the first three months of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
(started on March 21), which shows 
35 percent growth year on year.

The number of foreign travelers 
receiving medical services rose 
seven percent year on year. A total 
of 13,948 foreign nationals received 
medical services in Mashhad this 
spring while the number reached 
13,074 in the same period last year, 
he said.

 He noted that 8,708 Afghan 
nationals, 3,684 people from 
Iraq, 793 from Turkmenistan, and 

226 travelers from Bahrain were 
admitted to Mashhad hospitals 
during the first three months of the 
current year.

Visiting Iran for medical purposes 
is widely considered a win-win 
opportunity both for the country and 
foreign patients due to affordable 
yet quality treatment services. 
Credible surgeons and physicians, 
cutting-edge medical technologies, 
high-tech medicine and diverse 
specializations, super affordable 
procedures, and finally its hospitable 
people, are considered Iran’s trump 

card when it comes to medical 
tourism.

Mashhad is Iran’s holiest city. 
Its raison d’être is the striking 
shrine complex of the eighth Shia 
Imam that is encircled by dozens 
of five-star hotels and many other 
accommodation centers.

In August 2020, the spiritual 
tradition of pilgrimage to the holy 
shrine of Imam Reza (AS) was 
registered on the National Intangible 
Cultural Heritage list by the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicrafts.

TEHRAN—Passport holders from Iran and 54 
other countries will be able to apply for immediate 
Russian visas online.

Russia has launched a service for issuing unified 
electronic visas for citizens of 55 states, including 
China, India, Iran, Turkey, and Vietnam, as well as 
EU countries, tourdom.ru reported on August 31.

The electronic visa will be issued within four 
working days after an application is submitted 
to a specialized website of the Russian Foreign 
Ministry,

The electronic visa is suitable for tourist and 
business trips, while its validity is 60 days from 
the date of issue, and the period of stay is limited 
to 16 days from the date of entry into the country.

According to sources, the Moscow City Tourism 
Committee is taking multiple initiatives to attract 
travelers from across the globe, and the Russian 
government is going to create a virtual Foreign 
Tourist Card, which will permit cashless payments 

for various services.
Besides, initiatives such as the Foreign Tourist 

Card will aid in addressing payment-related 
concerns following the withdrawal of MasterCard 
and Visa from the Russian market, according to 
Bulat Nurmukhanov, Head of the International 
Cooperation Division of the Moscow City Tourism 
Committee.

The tourist influx to Moscow has drastically 
reduced during the COVID-19 epidemic. However, 
the number of foreign tourists visiting Moscow 
is gradually increasing, and with tourist-friendly 
measures such as e-visas, this number is expected 
to rise in the coming months.

Tehran and Moscow have signed an agreement 
to waive group travel visas, which has not yet been 
officially implemented. The mechanism of visa-
free trips in groups between Iran and Russia has 
not been worked out, with tourists still traveling 
using visas, Tasnim quoted the vice president of 
the Russian Union of Tourism Industry as saying 

on Saturday.

“The test mode has not been worked out yet. 
Tourists continue traveling using visas,” Dmitry 
Gorin said.

Earlier, Russia’s Economic Development 
Ministry said that visa-free group travel between 
Russia and Iran resumed on August 1, 2023.

In March 2023, Russian Economy Minister 
Maxim Reshetnikov said that the agreement on 
visa-free travel for tourism between Moscow 
and Tehran will start in 2023, with tour operators 
who can put tour groups together already agreed. 
Moreover, late in June, Tehran’s ambassador 
to Moscow Kazem Jalali announced that Iran is 
ready to waive visa requirements reciprocally with 
Russia, based on an agreement the two countries 
previously secured for certain tourist groups. 
The agreement was initially signed by former 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin in 2017.

TEHRAN—Indian adventurers 
riding 1950 MG YT have arrived 
on Iranian soil on their 12,000-km 
itinerary which crosses 16 countries 
toward England.

The Indian tourists, who started 
their journey from Gujarat state, 
entered Iran’s Bandar Abbas on 
their way to England, the Touring 
and Automobile Club of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran said on Sunday.

This group of eight people, whose 
members are a family, along with a 
documentary group, started their 
journey with two vehicles; a classic 
MG 1950 car and a camper van, the 

TACI said.
 They left Sharjah last night on 

September 2 and entered Iran by air 
among the warm welcome of local 
officials and travel enthusiasts.

They are set to pass through many 
Iranian cities, such as Lar, Shiraz, 
Eqlid, Isfahan, Kashan, Tehran, 
Zanjan, and Tabriz, during their ten-
day journey in the country.

With the help of local people, we 
have organized various programs 
to welcome, accompany, and escort 
the group along its Iran itinerary, the 
club said.

UAE, Iran, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 

Turkey, Bulgaria, North Macedonia, 
Albania, Montenegro, Croatia, Italy, 
Switzerland, Luxembourg, Germany, 
Belgium, and France are on their 
itinerary that ultimately ends in 
England.  

 Daman Thakore, 50, accompanied 
by his 75-year-old father, 21-year-
old daughter, and a close-knit group 
of friends and family is en route to 
England, commemorating 76 years 
of India’s Independence.

The expedition was symbolically 
flagged off by Mangal Prabhat Lodha, 
the Minister of Skills, Employment, 
Entrepreneurship, and Innovation in 

the government of Maharashtra, in 
Mumbai.

British Vintage Car 1950 MG YT 
built in 1950, at the factory. Which 
was bought in Ahmedabad in 1979 
for five thousand rupees. There are 
between 100 and 125 such British 
Vintage Car 1950 MG YT models in 
the world.

However, that decorative edition 
will give the message of ‘One World, 
One Family’ to the world. The road 
trip is estimated to be completed by 
mid-October.

Glimpses of World 
Heritage sites

Ancient and Primeval Beech Forests of the 
Carpathians and Other Regions of Europe

The “Ancient and Primeval Beech Forests of the Carpathians 
and Other Regions of Europe” are a transnational serial property 
comprising 94 component parts across 18 countries. 

As mentioned by UNESCO, they represent an outstanding 
example of relatively undisturbed, complex temperate forests 
and exhibit a wide spectrum of comprehensive ecological 
patterns and processes of pure and mixed stands of European 
beech across a variety of environmental conditions. 

During each glacial phase (ice ages) of the last 1 million years, 
European beech (Fagus sylvatica) survived the unfavorable 
climatic conditions in refuge areas in the southern parts of the 
European continent. 

These refuge areas have been documented by scientists 
through palaeoecological analysis and using the latest 
techniques in genetic coding. After the last Ice Age, around 
11,000 years ago, beech started expanding its range from these 
southern refuge areas to eventually cover large parts of the 
European continent. During this expansion process, which is still 
ongoing, beech formed different types of plant communities 
while occupying largely different environments. 

TEHRAN—A selection of 80 photographs 
featuring treasured attractions in Iran and Mexico 
has been put on show at Tehran’s Art Garden.

As mentioned by organizers, the exhibition is 
intended to portray the beauty and diversity that 
defines Mexico and Iran.

The Embassy of Mexico in Iran is proud to present 
the photography exhibition titled “Postcards from 
Mexico and Iran”, the organizers said.

The collection consists of 80 magnificent 
works, captured by top photographers Manuel 
Ceron and Patrick Ringgenberg in the format of 
30 by 45 cm, with an intimate look at landscapes, 
religious temples, and life.

The collection presents the everyday life of 
the people of both nations. The images, in most 
cases, are on the topics of environment and 
anthropology, and they focus on architecture and 
offer a unique and deep perspective.

The show, which runs through September 
13, is said to be a lively witness to the cultural 
cooperation between Mexico and Iran and an 
invitation to explore the depths of the two.

Palm-fringed beaches, chili-spiced cuisine, 
steamy jungles, teeming cities, fiesta fireworks 
conjure up Mexico’s diverse, vivid dreams.

Iran covers a very diverse natural topography, 
ranging from magnificent beaches stretching 
for miles to mysterious arid deserts and it 
boasts numerous tourist spots such as bazaars, 
museums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses, 
madrasas, mausoleums, churches, towers, and 
mansions, of which 26 are inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list.

Scientists have decoded an ancient aroma 
by identifying the ingredients used in Egyptian 
mummification balms — and resurrected the 
scent.

Those eager to sample this whiff of the past will 
be able to find what the researchers have dubbed 
“the scent of the eternity” during an upcoming 
exhibition at the Moesgaard Museum in Denmark.

Also called “the scent of eternal life,” the 
fragrance is based on the beeswax, plant oils and 
tree resins from distant lands the team found 
within balms used more than 3,500 years ago to 
preserve Senetnay, a noblewoman whose remains 
were placed within canopic jars and discovered in 
Egypt’s Valley of the Kings in 1900.

The discovery reveals insights into Senetnay’s 
social status as well as the methods used to 
preserve her remains and the significance of the 
balm ingredients. A study detailing the findings 
published Thursday in the journal Scientific 
Reports.

“The embalming ingredients found in Senetnay’s 
balms are among the most elaborate and diverse 
ever identified from this period, revealing the 
meticulous care and sophistication with which 
the balms were created,” said lead study author 
Barbara Huber, doctoral researcher at the Max 
Planck Institute of Geoanthropology in Germany.

“The presence of such a vast array of 
ingredients, including exotic substances like 
dammar or Pistacia tree resin, indicates that 
extremely rare and expensive materials were used 
for her embalming,” Huber added. “This points to 
Senetnay’s exceptional status in society.”

Uncovering Senetnay’s story

Little is known about Senetnay, but previous 
research has established that she lived around 
1,450 BC and was the wet nurse of Pharaoh 
Amenhotep II, the long-awaited son and heir of 
Pharaoh Thutmose III. She took care of Amenhotep 
II and breastfed him as an infant.

Senetnay was bestowed with the title 
“Ornament of the King,” according to the historical 
record, and became a valued member of the 
Pharaoh’s entourage. After her death, Senetnay’s 
vital organs were embalmed and placed inside 
four canopic jars with lids in the shape of human 
heads.

The Egyptians carefully removed organs such 
as the lungs, liver, stomach and intestines during 
the mummification process to prevent bacterial 
growth and better preserve the body. Egyptians 
believed in preserving the body for the afterlife 
so a person’s soul would have a place to return, 
according to the study.

After the embalming process, the jars were 
placed inside a royal tomb in the Valley of the 
Kings, where Egyptologist Howard Carter found 
them in 1900. Senetnay’s body was not recovered. 
(Carter would later be credited with discovering 
Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922.)

Senetnay’s inclusion in the Valley of the Kings, 
“a necropolis normally reserved for pharaohs 
and powerful nobles,” suggests “extraordinary 
privilege, and the high regard in which Senetnay 

was likely held by the Pharaoh,” according to the 
study.

“This work provides insight into the great 
efforts the Egyptians went to in their mortuary 
practices, and not just for Pharaohs, but other 
individuals in society,” said study coauthor Nicole 
Boivin, research group leader at the Max Planck 
Institute of Geoanthropology. “But it also makes 
clear that Senetnay was a significant person, with 
importance that surpasses the simple description 
of her as the wet nurse to the future Pharaoh 
Amenhotep II.”

Decoding the ingredients

The two jars that once contained Senetnary’s 
lungs and liver have been part of the Egyptian 
collection at the Museum August Kestner in 
Hannover, Germany, since 1935. They survived 
destruction during World War II by being stored 
in a salt mine. The other two jars, which were not 
part of the study, are kept in collections elsewhere.

The contents are long gone, but researchers 
were able to scrape the inside of the jars to study 
the residues left behind by the balms as well as 
what had seeped into the porous limestone of the 
jars.

The exact recipes used in the mummification 
have long been debated because ancient Egyptian 
texts don’t name precise ingredients. The team 
began its research to identify the balm ingredients 
in 2021 using a variety of highly advanced 
analytical techniques. The balms differed slightly 
between the two jars, which means that different 
ingredients may have been used depending on 
which organ was being preserved.

The balms contained beeswax, plant oils, animal 
fats, the naturally occurring petroleum product 
bitumen and resins. Compounds such as coumarin 
and benzoic acid were also present. Coumarin, 
which has a vanilla-like scent, is found in pea 
plants and cinnamon. Benzoic acid occurs in resins 
and gums from trees and bushes.

In the jar used to store Senetnay’s lungs, 
researchers detected fragrant resins from larch 
trees and something that is either dammar from 
trees found in India and Southeast Asia, or resin 
from Pistacia trees that belong to the cashew 
family.

Recreating the scent

After identifying the ingredients, the research 
team worked with French perfumer Carole Calvez 
and sensory museologist Sofia Collette Ehrich to 
recreate the actual scent of the balm.

The meticulous process took months and 
multiple iterations before they landed on a 
historically accurate and evocative aroma, Huber 
said.

“The first time I encountered the scent, it was 
a profound and almost surreal experience,” she 
said. “After spending so much time immersed 
in the research and analysis, to finally have this 
tangible, aromatic connection to the ancient world 
was moving. It was like holding a faint echo from 
the past.”

(Source: CNN) 
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Iran, Mexico attractions on view at 
Tehran show

A newly resurrected ancient smell may help reveal 
the life of a woman entombed with pharaohs

Mashhad expects travel boom as Iran 
relaxes COVID rules

Passport holders from Iran and 54 other countries can 
apply for Russian visas online

 Indian adventurers riding 1950 MG YT reach Iran in their 
12,000-km epic journey

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE 

Since ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY intend to purchase 9,000 tons of Medium Carbon Ferro 

manganese, hereby informs whom is interested in that tender documents can be received by sending a 

request to below contact details (Email or WhatsApp), the sealed and closed envelops according to what 

has been mentioned in tender documents must be submitted to ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY- 

Raw Materials Purchasing Department (RMP) until 1:00 PM (According to Tehran time) Monday 05. 

Sep.2022 (Monday 14.06.1401). 

Contact Details: 

Contact Person: Davood Dehghani 

Email: d.dehghani@msc.ir     Cell Phone/WhatsApp: 0098 913 267 7093 

Note: 

 ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY reserves the right of return or rejection of those tender  

documents in which haven’t observed at least one of items of covering letter. 

ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY PUBLIC RELATONS 

Since ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY intend to 
purchase 845 tons of NICKEL with tender no 48576337, hereby 
informs whom is interested in that tender documents can be 
received by sending a request to below contact details (Email or 
WhatsApp), the sealed and closed envelops according to what 
has been mentioned in tender documents must be submitted 
to ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY- Raw Materials 
Purchasing Department (RMP) until 2:00 PM (According to Tehran 
time) Monday 25 Sep. 2023 (Monday 1402.07.03).
Contact Details:
Contact Person: Mr. Moradnezhad Email: a.moradnezhad@msc.ir
Cell Phone/WhatsApp: +989133064204
Note:
ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY reserves the right 
of return or rejection of those tender
documents in which haven’t observed at least one of items of 
covering letter.
ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY PUBLIC RELATONS

INTERNATIONAL 
TENDER NOTICE



TEHRAN - Iranian Health Minister Bah-
ram Einollahi and his Iraqi counterpart Salih 
Al-Hasnawi stressed the importance of cooper-
ation to maintain the health of Arbaeen pilgrims.

In a telephone call on Sunday, Einollahi ex-
pressed his gratitude to the Iraqi government, 
the Ministry of Health, as well as health and 
medical forces, calling for improving the quality 
of health services and facilitating the access of 
pilgrims to the services, IRNA reported.

Fortunately, the necessary arrangements 
have been made in Iran to maintain the health of 
Arbaeen pilgrims, he added.

He went on to say that healthcare and 
emergency medical services forces who have 
been dispatched to border stations are fully 
ready to help people.

Referring to the occurrence of several road 
accidents in Iraq for Iranian pilgrims, Einollahi 
appreciated the cooperation of the Iraqi Min-
istry of Health in quickly transporting those 
injured back to the country.

Al-Hasnawi, for his part, said 15 to 22 mil-
lion people travel to Iraq during the Arbaeen 
pilgrimage.

Unfortunately, several road accidents have 
so far occurred this year, and the Iraqi Minis-
try of Health in cooperation with the Iranian 
side has provided appropriate services to the 
injured, he added.

IRCS services 

The Iranian Red Crescent Society is offering 
round-the-clock medical services to pilgrims 
in the Iraqi holy city of Najaf.

The Arbaeen pilgrimage, which is one of 
the largest religious gatherings in the world, 
comes 40 days after Ashura, the martyrdom 
anniversary of Imam Hussein (AS), the third 
Imam of Shia Muslims, and the grandson of 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Each year, a huge crowd of people flocks to 

Karbala, where the holy shrine of Imam Hussein 
(AS) is located, to perform mourning rituals. This 
year Arbaeen falls on September 6.

The IRCS organized the third international 
congress on health in Arbaeen in Tehran from 
August 2-4.

The three-day event aimed at reviewing the 
weaknesses and shortcomings of the health 
sector in the great Arbaeen pilgrimage in previ-
ous years and providing the necessary solutions.

The participants were mainly from Iraq, Leb-
anon, the United States, England, Pakistan, and 
Bahrain.

The event also aimed to strengthen inter-de-
partmental coordination and synergy of service 
providers to reduce the obstacles in providing 
health services to the pilgrims.

Health cooperation                              

In December 2022, Einollahi and Al-Hasnawi 
discussed the promotion of health, medical and 
educational cooperation.

The two officials addressed the ways of pro-
fessor exchange and Iraqi students’ use of Irani-
an medical experiences.

Al-Hasnawi said that a special working 
group, consisting of Iranian and Iraqi spe-
cialists, to promote medical cooperation is 
planned to be formed, and Iran’s medical ex-
periences will be used in the treatment of rare 
and incurable diseases.

Emphasizing the need to expand medical 
cooperation between the two countries, he 
proposed to use of Iranian medical equipment 
and supplies.

Einollahi also announced that the first in-
ternational branch of Tehran University of 
Medical Sciences will open in Karbala.

A meeting was also held with the focus of 
holding training courses focused on the treat-
ment of various diseases, including cancer, 
IRNA reported.

TEHRAN- Officials of Iran University of Medi-
cal Science (IUMS) and Ghana Tertiary Education 
Commission (GTEC) held a meeting in Tehran on 
Saturday to finalize the establishment of the IUMS 
branch in Ghana.

Abdolreza Pazouki, the IUMS president; Moham-
med Salifu, head of GTEC organization; Hafiz Adam 
Taher, the director of External Health Cooperation 
at the Ministry of Health of Ghana; and Al-Hassan 
Emil Abdulai, the vice chancellor of Tamale Univer-
sity, discussed the capacity of academic coopera-
tion between the two countries, Mehr reported.

Pazouki, referring to the position of the IUMS in 
the international rankings, welcomed the collabo-
ration with Ghana by dispatching a medical team in 
the specialized field of laparoscopy to that country.

Mehdi Moqtadaei, the IUMS vice president for 
international affairs, explained the admission 
process of two thousand foreign students, saying 
these students are from different countries, in-
cluding India, Pakistan, Iraq, Afghanistan, etc.

He added: “The admission of students in Ghana 
will begin with nursing and midwifery courses at 
the bachelor’s and master’s levels.”

The Ghanaian delegation lauded the capac-
ities and capabilities of the IUMS, expressing 
willingness to use Iranian technology to develop 
Ghana’s health sector.

Referring to health tourism, they stated that 
Ghana is trying to achieve independence in the 
health system.

In September 2022, Health Minister Bahram 
Einollahi signed an agreement in principle to es-
tablish the IUMS branch in Ghana.

 Health diplomacy

In July, Einollahi said health diplomacy is one 
of the areas that are able to deepen relations 
between countries in the region.

There are many common issues for coopera-
tion in the field of health between countries, he 
said, adding that the government’s strategy is to 
strengthen foreign policy, especially with neigh-
boring countries, IRNA reported.

Einollahi said in April that many countries in 
the region are asking Iran for help with issues 
related to health.

In May, Iran hosted the 26th G5 High-Level 
Experts Meeting on Health Cooperation and 

the 1st Healthcare Leadership and Governance 
Training Program.

G5 countries (Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, 
plus the World Health Organization) have taken 
part in the meeting with the theme of “Joint Work 
for Solving Joint Health Problems.”

Addressing the opening ceremony, Einollahi re-
ferred to the unity and cooperation of the countries 
in the fields of health, treatment, and medical edu-
cation as a historical necessity.

Achieving, maintaining, and promoting health 
is never possible in a regional way and does not 
happen in an isolated region, but requires the 
cooperation of countries, especially neighboring 
countries, he stressed.

“To develop health in the countries of the 
group of five, we must look at health collectively 
and think about creating and promoting health 
in all countries.

 Health attaches in Africa, Latin America

On July 16, Einollahi said, “Iran is planning to 
send special envoys as health attachés to certain 
countries in Africa and Latin America.”

“We have negotiated with the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs regarding the appointment of health 
attachés in the embassies of some countries with 
whom we cooperate in the fields of medicine, 
medical equipment, science and technology, and 
exchange of professors and students.”

“Health attachés are appointed in six countries 
in the first phase, including South American and 
African countries. We are also following up on dis-
patching health attachés in neighboring countries,” 
IRNA quoted Einollahi as saying on Saturday.

“The issue of medical tourism is very important. 
Therefore, countries that have extensive relations 
with us in the field of health diplomacy will be given 
the top priority,” he noted.

TEHRAN- With the approval of 
the cabinet of ministers, no project 
will be allowed to be implemented 
across the country unless its envi-
ronmental permit is issued.

Proper environmental permit-
ting minimizes the odds of a com-
pany’s operations harming the 
natural environment or the health 
of the people.

A notification is given to the 
responsible institutions saying 
the implementation of any plan 
or project without environmental 
assessment and license is pro-
hibited.

Since the current administra-
tion took office two years ago, it 
has repeatedly emphasized that 
the issue of environmental pro-
tection is its red line.

The proof of the claim is the or-
der to stop the implementation of 
big petrochemical projects harmful 
to the environment, which were 
approved by the previous adminis-
tration, IRNA reported.  

Eco-friendly measures
President Ebrahim Raisi has 

highlighted the importance of en-
vironmental protection, empha-
sizing that the preservation of the 

environment is prior to every de-
velopment.

Environmental protection will 
lead to power, security, investment, 
and production growth in the coun-
try, he said.

Both people and NGOs have an 
effective role to play in the protec-
tion of the environment, and they 
should be given a chance to play 
their role, he added.

On November 17, 2015, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution, announced the 
general policies on the environ-
ment, emphasizing the need for 
comprehensive, harmonious, and 
organized management of vital 
resources based on ecological ca-
pability and sustainability, partic-
ularly by increasing capacities and 
appropriate legal and structural 
capabilities accompanied by public 
participation.

However, it seems that imple-
menting the policies has not met 
its stated goals.

Ali Salajeqeh, the chief of the De-
partment of Environment, has said 
after seven years, implementing 
the policies is not satisfactory.

The policies call for establishing 

a cohesive and national system on 
the issue of the environment.

Improving environmental con-
ditions with the purpose of help-
ing society enjoy a healthy envi-
ronment, administering justice 
and observing intra-generational 
rights, preventing and prohibiting 
the circulation of all kinds of un-
lawful pollutants, recording crimes 
related to the environment, admin-
istering efficient and preventive 
punishment of polluters and de-
stroyers of the environment and 
forcing them to compensate for 
their actions, were also among the 
policies.

Continuous refinement and con-
trol of air, water, soil, and noise 
pollutants, destructive waves and 
rays, and unfavorable climatic 
changes, and making compulsory 

the observation of environmental 
standards and criteria in imple-
menting rules and regulations, de-
velopment plans, and spatial plan-
ning, were other issues that the 
Leader urged officials to do.

In December 2022, Rouhollah 
Naqdipour, the secretary of the 
strategic council of the Depart-
ment of Environment, announced 
that a roadmap for environmental 
protection had been developed.

The document presents 13 na-
tional macro strategies and 46 
cross-sectoral measures for five 
main environmental challenges, he 
said, IRNA reported.

The 7-chapter book also sug-
gests reforms for systematic pur-
poseful solutions and policies to 
solve environmental issues includ-
ing the water crisis, he explained.

TEHRAN- Barekat Charity Foun-
dation has announced that the 
construction of around 200 new 
schools in underprivileged areas 
will be completed by the end of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 20, 2024).

The 2,000th school built by the 
Foundation was inaugurated in the 
previous year, IRIB reported.

Currently, more than 705 oth-
er schools are being completed in 
different parts of the country with 
the cooperation of the Organiza-
tion for Development, Renovation, 
and Equipment of Schools.

Newly built schools
In August, the Organization for 

Development, Renovation, and 
Equipment of Schools announced 
the number of newly built schools 
across the country has increased 
by 104 percent over the past two 
years.

On a daily basis, 47 new class-
rooms have been constructed all 
over the country during the past 
two years, IRNA reported.

More than 10,000 new class-
rooms are projected to be inaugu-
rated by the end of the current Ira-
nian calendar month (September 
22), the report added.

On July 11, the 25th conference 
on honoring school-building 
benefactors was held at the In-
stitute for the Intellectual Devel-
opment of Children and Young 
Adults in Tehran.

Addressing the conference, First 
Vice-President Mohammad Mokh-
ber said investing in education and 
manpower training is the root and 
basis of any country’s develop-
ment, and this starts from schools, 

IRNA reported.

Last year (March 2022-March 
2023), benefactors donated more 
than 160 trillion rials (about $320 
million) to build and equip schools 
across the country, he added.

Half of the schools across Iran 
are built with the participation of 
benefactors, Mohammad Reza Ja-
fari, CEO of the School-Building 
Donors Association, has said.

About 40,000 donors are active 
and involved in building schools 
across the country, he stated, add-
ing that over 49 percent of schools, 
amounting to 150,000 classrooms, 
in the country are built with the 
participation of school-building 
benefactors.

Construction of sports spaces, 
libraries, and developing smart 
schools are among the current 
needs in school construction, he 
stressed.

On January 10, the first national 
event of Future Schools was held 
with the aim of promoting the use 
of knowledge-based technologies 
in schools.

The Organization for Devel-
opment, Renovation, and Equip-
ment of Schools in cooperation 
with Barekat Foundation orga-
nized the event.

The event highlighted the role 
of technology in modernizing 
schools as well as educational 
and sports spaces.

The Majlis (Iranian Parliament) 
has approved a special budget to 
support building schools nation-
wide.

Accordingly, the Ministry of Ed-
ucation should spend one percent 
of the revenues of state-run com-
panies and the net profits of banks 
and private institutions to build 
schools in deprived areas in line 
with the goal of promoting educa-
tional justice.

Barekat charity Foundation

In the Iranian calendar year, 
1386 (March 2007-March 2008) 
Barekat Charity Foundation with 
the aim of promoting social justice 
was established.

Socio-economic empowerment 
of communities by encouraging 

entrepreneurship prioritizing 
breadwinner women, developing 
infrastructures such as water 
supply and power grids, build-
ing roads, constructing schools 
and increasing educational spac-
es, promoting health for all, and 
granting non-repayable loans and 
insurance, especially in less de-
veloped areas and regions most 
affected by 1980s war and natural 
disasters are of the priorities of 
the charity foundation.

The Foundation pursues the 
implementation and completion 
of health and treatment projects 
in deprived and rural areas of the 
country with the aim of economic 
and social empowerment, improv-
ing health and hygiene indicators, 
and providing medical services to 
the people of deprived and less de-
veloped areas.

In March, Mohammad Torkama-
neh, the CEO of the Foundation, 
said some 53,000 development 
projects have been implemented in 
deprived areas across the country 
by the Foundation.

Starting or completing a total of 
58,000 projects in rural and under-
privileged regions is on the agenda, 
he added.

The projects include building 
schools, hospitals, libraries, lab-
oratories, mosques, emergency 
medical centers, bridges, roads, 
and water supply networks, he 
noted.

A total of 31 trillion rials (nearly 
$62 million) for the eradication of 
deprivation in rural areas was ap-
proved by the Majlis (Iranian Par-
liament) in the budget bill for the 
past Iranian calendar year (March 
2022-March 2023).
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$1.2m donated to provide 
the underprivileged with 
warm clothing 

Iran’s Welfare Organization has managed to collect a contribution of 50 
billion rials (nearly $1.2 million) to provide the underprivileged with warm 
clothing, Tasnim news agency reported on Thursday.

Within the framework of a campaign dubbed “kindness smile” from 
December 10, 2018 to January 9 some $1.2 million was solicited from the 
public for procuring warm clothing for the financially struggling children 
in underprivileged areas, an official with the Organization has said.

Mohammad Ali Kozehgar explained that some 50,000 packages of 
warm clothing were obtained by the money and distributed among the 
children.

کمک ۵ میلیاردی برای تامین لباس زمستانی 
کودکان در مناطق کم برخوردار 

به گزارش خبرگزاری تسنیم سازمان بهزیستی کشور با هدف تامین 
میلیارد  مبلغ ۵  برخوردار  کم  مناطق  کودکان  برای  گرم  لباس  تهیه 

تومان جمع آوری کرده است.
رئیس مرکز مشارکتهای مردمی و توانمندسازی سازمان بهزیستی کشور 
با اشاره به اتمام پویش لبخند مهربانی با هدف تامین تهیه لباس گرم 
برای کودکان مناطق کم برخوردار اظهار کرد: این پویش از 19  آذر با 
مشارکت خیرین و نیکوکاران آغاز شد و تا 19  دی ماه ادامه داشت و 

در این طرح یک ماه ۵ میلیارد تومان جمع آوری شده است.
محمد علی کوزه گر گفت: 50 هزار بسته لباس گرم به ارزش 5 میلیارد 

تومان تهیه شده است و در اختیار کودکان قرار گرفت.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Charity foundation to build 200 
new schools in deprived areas

Environmental permitting obligatory for projects

ENGLISH IN USE



TEHRAN –The Cinematheque of the 
Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) will screen Irish 
filmmaker Martin McDonagh’s 2022 drama 
“The Banshees of Inisherin” on Monday.

A review session will be organized after a 
screening in the Nasseri Hall of the forum at 5 
pm by Iranian scholar Mahsa Asadollahnejad. 

The movie is set in the 1920s on an 
imaginary island situated off the coast of 
Ireland. Colin Farrell and Brendan Gleeson 
play two lifelong friends who reach a point of 
no return as one of them abruptly terminates 
their relationship, with dire consequences for 
themselves.

The movie debuted worldwide at the 
79th Venice International Film Festival in 
September 2022. At the award ceremony, 
Colin Farrell was honored for his outstanding 

performance by receiving the Volpi Cup 
for Best Actor, while McDonagh received 
recognition for his exceptional screenplay 
writing with the Golden Osella award.

The film received widespread critical 
acclaim, with particular praise towards 
McDonagh’s direction and screenplay, 

the performances of the cast, and Carter 
Burwell’s score.

“The Banshees of Inisherin” received nine 
nominations at the 95th Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture, Best Director, Best 
Actor, Best Supporting Actor, Best Supporting 
Actress, and Best Original Screenplay. At the 
80th Golden Globe Awards, it achieved three 
wins from eight nominations. It also won 
four BAFTA Awards from ten nominations 
at the 76th British Academy Film Awards: 
Outstanding British Film, Best Actor in a 
Supporting Role, Best Actress in a Supporting 
Role, and Best Original Screenplay.

In addition, the National Board of Review 
selected the film as one of the Top Ten Films 
of 2022. It has garnered critical acclaim over 
time and has been acknowledged as one of 
the most exceptional films of the 2020s.

TEHRAN – Homayun Shajarian, 
renowned Iranian vocalist and son 
of the legendary singer Mohammad 
Reza Shajarian, has kicked off his 
European concert tour on August 30 
in Istanbul, Turkey. 

He reprises “Be Rang-e Seda” (“In 
Color of Voice”), a series of successful 
concerts performed in Iran and 
Canada in September, 2022.

Shajarian also performs a repertoire 
of his songs and some memorable hits 
by his father during the concerts.

Following his performance in 
Istanbul, Shajarian is set to continue 
his concert tour with scheduled 
performances in a number of 
European cities, including Amsterdam, 
Frankfurt, Berlin, Stockholm, Uppsala, 
and Copenhagen. 

In August 2022, on Swiss 
National Day, Shajarian was honored 
with a letter of appreciation that 
the Embassy of Switzerland in 
Tehran handed over to him “for his 
outstanding contribution to the field 
of culture and art.”

Swiss Ambassador Nadine 
Olivieri Lozano, who attended a 
Shajarian’s performances for “Be 

Rang-e Seda”, praised Iranian 
culture in her Instagram post 
reading, “My heart is filled with 
respect and gratitude to a culture 
rooted in several thousands of 
years in this beautiful country.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic 

in June 2020, Shajarian and 
composer Arash Guran along with 
the Tehran Philharmonic Orchestra 
recorded a video of the memorable 
Iranian song “Morghe Sahar” (“The 
Bird of Dawn”) in collaboration 
with a number of world-renowned 

musicians that included German 
violist Tabea Zimmermann and 
German-Egyptian double bass 
player Nabil Shehata.   

The video was produced to 
encourage people in the battle against 
the virus during the home quarantine.

 TEHRAN – Iranian cinematography director 
Morteza Pursamadi died on Saturday while 
working on a project. He was 70. 

The artist was in the midst of filming 
“Angelic Sin” directed by Hamed Anqa when 
he began experiencing symptoms consistent 
with a stroke, leading to his hospitalization 
and eventual passing on Saturday morning, 
Honaronline reported on Sunday.

Pursamadi was the cinematography 

director of several cinema and television 
projects such as “Gilaneh” by Rakhshan Bani-
Etemad, “Tambourine” by Parisa Bakhtavar, 
“Hush! Girls Don’t Scream” by Puran 
Derakhshandeh as well as the TV series “Zero 
Degree Orbit” by Hassan Fat’hi. 

He was also one of the most active 
documentary filmmakers and collaborated 
with some of the most prominent 
contemporary documentary filmmakers. 

TEHRAN-The second exhibition 
for the sale of the works of the 
pioneers of modern Iranian art 
opened at Laleh Art Gallery in 
Tehran on Friday. 

Graphic designer 
Mohammadali Saeidi has curated 
the exhibit, which includes 38 
artworks of various mediums by 
18 artists, Honaronline reported.

Renowned painters comprise 
the majority of figures at the 
show including Jazeh Tabatabai, 
Ali Akbar Sadeghi, Nasser Ovissi, 
Taha Behbahani, Javad Hamidi, 
Jalal Shabahangi, Behjat Sadr, 
Mansoor Ghandriz, Hossein 
Mahjoobi, Irandokht Mohases, 
Manouchehr Niazi, Fathollah 
Qollar Aqasi and Mahmoud 
Javadipour.

Although all are painters, their 

works are different from one 
another as each has their own 
unique style.

Other famous artists whose 
works are showcased at the 
gallery include illustrators 
Kambiz Derambakhsh and 
Ardeshir Mohassess, caricaturist 
Parviz Shapour, sculptor Tavakol 
Esmaili, and graphic designer 
Morteza Momayez.

The modern art movement in 
Iran had its genesis in the late 
1940s and early 1950s. This was 
the period after the death of 
famous Persian painter, Kamal-
ol-molk (1852–1940) and thus 
symbolically the end of a rigid 
adherence to academic painting.

Some people believe that 
Iran’s modern art has not been 
fully explored yet and it has 

still many hidden aspects to be 
discovered. Therefore, along 
with the exhibition of valuable 
works of leading artists to the 
public, a series of meetings to 
review Iran’s modern art will be 
held with prominent artists in 
attendance.

Providing an opportunity for 
the enthusiasts to purchase the 
artworks, the exhibition has a 
special focus on the prosperity of 

the economics of the arts. 

The first exhibition for the sale 
of the works of the pioneers of 
modern Iranian art was held at 
Laleh Gallery in May.

The second exhibition will 
go on for four weeks and will 
wrap up on September 27. Laleh 
Gallery is located on Fatemi 
Street, northern flank of Laleh 
Park, next to Laleh Hotel.

TEHRAN- The short film 
“Orange” directed by Ermia Rabbani 
is competing at two festivals in 
South America.

It is present at the XIV Children 
and Adolescence Festival in 
Bogota, Colombia, which started 
on September 2 and will conclude 
on September 8, ILNA reported on 
Saturday.

The short work is also attending 
the 13th Student Film Festival 
FENACIES held in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, from September 4 to 11.

Produced by Rabbani and 
Mohammadreza Hosseinnia, 
“Orange” shows the life of a child 
who is surrounded by loneliness 
and has a speech disorder.

Ashkan Fateh, Setayesh Delghi, 
Marzieh Anvaripour and Sima 
Khaanvakili are in the cast.

FENACIES is an organization 
founded in 2011 that started 
with the aim of creating a cinema 
festival specifically to youth, 
where competition would be fair 
and creativity and effort of these 

would be valued.

The main aim of the festival 
is to strengthen the audiovisual 
education between the youngest, 
and through the short films 
realization they can express their 
ideas so that then they can see 
reflected on the big screen.

During the week, the short films 
that are selected will be shown 
in a public and state cinema. On 
September 11th the winners will be 
announced in the closing ceremony.

Iranian cinematography director Morteza 
Pursamadi in an undated photo

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati

Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Moghadasi Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES
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He who engages in various tasks, cannot do any of them properly, and 
brings himself into troubles.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:12:03       Evening: 18:46     Dawn: 4:12 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:38  (tomorrow)

Vocalist Homayun Shajarian begins 
European concert tour

Cinematography director  
Morteza Pursamadi dies at 70

Works of pioneers of modern Iranian art on show at Laleh Gallery

Short film “Orange” at South American festivals

SEPTEMBER 4, 2023

IAF cinematheque to screen “The Banshees of Inisherin” 

Frome Page 1   Over 600 titles in Persian 
and Russian are presented at Iran pavilion 
including books on the subjects such as 
religion, children and young adults, Iranian 
studies, the Sacred Defense, resistance 
literature, classic and contemporary 
literature and arts among others.

Furthermore, various events such as 
specialized meetings, unveiling ceremonies 
and introduction of books, meetings with 

publishers, authors and MIBF’s officials are 
among the programs of Iran pavilion.

Besides Iran, more than 300 participants 
from Russia, Belarus, Germany, Kazakhstan 
and China have presented titles of all genres 
at the fair.

The book fair has included nearly 300 
events in its program where participants can 
attend the presentations of literary works 
and communicate with authors.

TEHRAN-The Persian translation of the book 
“Darius the Mede: A Reappraisal” by Steven 
Anderson has hit the local book market.

Ali Asghar Salahshour has translated the 
book into Persian and Qoqnus Publications has 
published the book, IRNA reported.

The Median Kingdom is one of the governments 
about which there is not much information in 
written texts and archaeological evidence.

So far, no writings of the Medes’ rule have been 
found. While the existence of the Medes is clearly 
proven in Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian royal 
inscriptions as well as classical sources (including 
Herodotus and Xenophon), all the archaeological 
evidence discovered from the Median period is 
based on speculation. 

The biblical book of Daniel describes a Median 
king named Darius, who sat on the throne of the 

mighty Medo-Persian Empire at the time when 
Babylon fell to the armies of the Medes and the 
Persians (539 BC).

Yet Darius the Mede is not a king whom you 
will read about in a modern history book, for 
mainstream scholarship affirms that there never 
was such a person as Darius the Mede. Evangelical 
Bible scholars have proposed various solutions to 
harmonize the book of Daniel with extrabiblical 
literature, but there remains a measure of 
dissatisfaction with these solutions. 

This book attempts to break the current 
scholarly impasse on the issue by arguing for 
the historicity of the Median king Cyaxares II, 
who is described at length by the Greek historian 
Xenophon, and who closely corresponds to 
Daniel’s Darius the Mede. 

The original book was published by CreateSpace 
Independent Publishing Platform in 2014.

TEHRAN-The book “Famous Viola Concertos” 
by Iranian musician and viola player Amir 
Hossein Taei has been released in the global 
music market.

This is the first-ever work dedicated to the 
viola by an Iranian artist in the international 
market, IRNA reported on Friday.

Taei’s book compiles and presents several 
prominent concertos for the viola, including 
pieces such as “Concerto in E Minor by Oskar 
Rieding,” “Concerto in G Major by Georg Philipp 
Telemann” and “Viola Concerto No. 2 by 
Friedrich Seitz,” and “Romance for Viola and 
Piano by Max Reger” among others.

Each concerto in this collection is 
meticulously chosen to align with various skill 
levels, from beginner to intermediate. This 
ensures that players of varying experiences 
can find joy and challenge within these pages. 
Each concerto is carefully chosen to showcase 
the viola’s unique voice and technical prowess. 
This collection offers a kaleidoscope of 
emotions and melodies that will inspire and 
captivate all kind of players.

Speaking about the importance of the 
book, Taei said: “The existing repertoire for 
the viola on the international stage mainly 
assists intermediate to advanced players, 
lacking a progressive structure for beginners 
and intermediates to enhance their skills 
gradually”. 

“For this reason, I decided to create this 
collection as a service to those who are actively 
engaged with the viola so the book includes 

simplified violin concertos for the beginners,” 
he added.

“The second volume of the book has been 
specially tailored for intermediate to advanced 
players who are preparing for university 
entrance exams or international orchestra 
auditions,” the musician noted.

The first volume of the book is available on 
several international websites, with plans for 
its imminent release in Iran.

The viola is a string instrument that is bowed, 
plucked, or played with varying techniques. 
Slightly larger than a violin, it has a lower 
and deeper sound. Since the 18th century, it 
has been the middle or alto voice of the violin 
family, between the violin and the cello.

Taei, 32, is also a singer, composer, violin 
player, piano player and a sound engineer in 
music. He is a member of the Iran Music House. 

He started his artistic activity in 2001 with 
the piano instrument and after passing its 
introductory courses, he chose the violin 
instrument as a specialized instrument. 
He has completed various composing 
courses, including harmony, counterpoint, 
orchestration and form. After that, he has 
practiced extensively on his voice and passed 
the vocal courses with several teachers. His 
artistic activities include attending the Iranian 
National Music Orchestra as a violinist and 
composer, releasing music albums and singles.

He has had several performances in Tehran, 
Isfahan and Lorestan provinces in the past 
eight years.

Russian translation of Iranian resistance 
literature showcased at Moscow book fair

Book exploring identity of Darius the 
Mede released

Iranian musician’s book on viola 
concertos released in global market
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