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Iran proposes children 
and youth union at SCO 
meeting 

TEHRAN –The director of Iran’s Institute 
for Intellectual Development of Children 
and Young Adults – Kanoon has proposed 
the formation of a union for children and 
youth in member countries of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization. 

In a speech at the 2023 Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization Youth Campus and 
SCO Youth Development Forum in the Chinese 
city of Dunhuang on Monday, Hamed Alamati 
emphasized the significance of cooperation 
among member countries of the organization 
to create a more hopeful and positive 
environment for young people.

There is a need for a spiritual upbringing for 
children to cultivate true intelligence and a focus 
on wisdom as opposed to pleasure-seeking and 
political intrigues, he added.   Page 8

Javadi wins gold at 2023 
World Weightlifting 
Championships

TEHRAN - Iranian weightlifter Mir Mosta-
fa Javadi claimed a gold medal at the 2023 
World Weightlifting Championships in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia Monday night.

The 23-year-old weightlifter won the high-
ly-competitive Men’s 89-Kilogram Group A 
division.  

He lifted 169kg in snatch and walked away 
with gold in the clean and jerk at 215kg and 
won the gold medal with a total of 384kg. 

China’s Li Dayin snatched the silver with 
383kg (170/213) and bronze medal went to 
Venezuela’s Keydomar Vallenilla-Sanchez 
with 381kg (171/210). 

With his unexpected performance, Javadi 
bullied his way into the debate over who will 
make it to the 89-kilogram podium at the 
2024 Olympic Games in Paris.

Path is cleared to 
transfer $6bn in 
Iranian assets

TEHRAN- The administration of President Joe 
Biden has given foreign banks a general waiver 
that allows them to move $6 billion of frozen Ira-
nian assets from South Korea to Qatar without 
worrying about Washington’s sanctions.

The Biden administration has also agreed 
to free five Iranian nationals detained in the 
United States, according to a report that was 
made public early on Tuesday.

A month after U.S. and Iranian officials de-
clared an agreement in principle, American 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken approved 
the sanctions exemptions. 

With the waiver, banks in Europe, West 
Asia, and Asia could convert blocked Iranian 
funds in South Korea into cash that can be 
transferred to Qatar’s central bank and used 
by Tehran to buy non-sanctioned commodi-
ties without breaking U.S. sanctions.

Numerous European nations were unwill-
ing to participate in the transfer as a result 
of numerous U.S. sanctions. 

Blinken’s waiver, which is applicable to 
banks and other financial institutions in 
South Korea, Germany, Ireland, Qatar, and 
Switzerland, aims to allay their fears about 
any potential danger of U.S. penalties.

The waiver, according to U.S. media, is 
part of a larger agreement between the 
two nations that also calls for an exchange 
of detainees between Washington and Teh-
ran.  Page 2

Raisi: We will spend 
$6bn ‘wherever we 
need it’

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
has noted his administration will decide how 
it will spend $6 billion in previously frozen 
funds due to be released in a prisoner ex-
change agreement with the United States.

In an exclusive interview with NBC News aired 
on Tuesday, Raisi hinted that the Americans de-
tained in Iran will soon be returning home. 

He also told the news channel that the 
money will be spent “wherever we need it.”

The president said that the prisoner swap 
agreement between the United States and Iran 
would be finalized in “due time” and that the Amer-
ican captives were in “very healthy” condition.

Tehran will be permitted access to the 
nearly $6 billion in Iranian oil profits that 
were frozen in South Korean banks due to 
U.S. sanctions. 

However, according to U.S. sources, the 
assets would be overseen by Qatar’s central 
bank, and Iran will be allowed to utilize the 
funds solely for humanitarian purposes in 
compliance with U.S. sanctions.

A top Biden administration official re-
sponded to President Raisi’s comments by 
saying that Qatar will get the freed funds 
first. The Treasury Department would then 
keep strict tabs on every transaction to make 
sure the funds were only utilized for humani-
tarian causes.  Page 2Iran ready to send 

humanitarian relief 
to flood-hit Libya

TEHRAN - The Iranian Red Crescent Socie-
ty has announced readiness to send human-
itarian assistance and dispatch relief teams 
to Libya to assist the flood-affected people.

Authorities in eastern Libya said at least 
2,000 people were killed and thousands 
more were missing after a massive flood 
ripped through the city of Derna following a 
heavy storm and rain.

“On behalf of the Red Crescent Society of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRCS), I would 
like to take this opportunity to express my 
compliments to you and your esteemed col-
leagues in the Libyan Red Crescent Society,” 
Pir-Hossein Kolivand, the IRCS head, wrote in 
a message to Omar Agouda, the president of 
Libyan Red Crescent Society.

“With great sorrow, I have learned about 
the occurrence of Daniel storm & severe 
flood in Libya which unfortunately caused 
the death of 150 people, injuries and missing 
of many people as well as extensive damages 
to the public and private buildings in Derna 
city located at 150 miles of east of Benghazi.”

“In this hard situation, on behalf of the 
IRCS and myself, I would like to express my 
condolence to you and your colleagues in 
the Libyan Red Crescent and announce our 
readiness to send humanitarian relief con-
signment, relief items as well as dispatch 
the medical and relief teams to assist the 
flood affected people and humanitarian 
operation in Libya.  Page 7

Kurdistan president 
affirms adherence to 
security pact with Iran 

TEHRAN - Nechirvan Barzani, the Presi-
dent of Iraq’s Kurdistan, has asserted that the 
semi-autonomous region is dedicated to the 
security pact between Iran and Iraq and would 
not permit anybody to pose a danger to Tehran.

Barzani made the comments on Monday at 
a meeting with Mohammad Kazem Ale-Sad-
eq, the Iranian ambassador to Baghdad.

On March 19, Iran and Iraq inked a security 
agreement in Baghdad that includes coordi-
nation in protecting border security between 
the two countries.

The agreement followed hit-and-run at-
tacks by Iran’s militant separatist groups 
that hide in Iraqi Kurdistan. They have ex-
panded their nefarious actions, particularly 
in border regions.

In response to the actions, Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) has more 
than once fired rockets and missiles at their 
hiding places in northern Iraq. 

Iran has repeatedly warned the local author-
ities in Iraqi Kurdistan that it will not tolerate 
the presence and activity of militant groups 
along its northern borders, threatening a deci-
sive response if those areas become a hub for 
anti-Islamic Republic terrorists.  Page 2

FM says Iran ready for nuclear talks based on September Document 

Niger warns of French invasion 

By Ali Karbalaei 

TEHRAN- Niger’s new interim 
government has accused France 
of sending its troops and “large 
quantities of war material” to 
the region in preparation for a 
potential invasion to overthrow 
the coup leaders. 

According to Niger’s new mili-
tary officers, the French military 
forces have been deployed to 
several West African countries 
as part of the preparations for a 
military attack, in coordination 
with the regional bloc of the Eco-
nomic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), against Niger.

Colonel Amadou Abdramane, 
a spokesman for Niger’s coup 
leaders and its new interim gov-
ernment, made the announce-

ment on national television. 

In a communique read on 
state television, the military of-
ficers, who ousted President 
Mohamed Bazoum in late July, 
also repeated their call for the 
departure of French troops from 
Nigerian soil.  

The statement by Niger has 
appealed to “national and in-
ternational opinion to witness 
the consequences of this ag-
gressive, underhanded, and con-
temptuous attitude adopted by 
France.”

French “military cargo aircraft 
have enabled large quantities 
of war material and equipment 
to be unloaded in Senegal, Ivory 
Coast and Benin, to name but a 
few”, Abdramane said.

Relations between Niger and its 
former colonial power France have 
soured since Paris declared the new 
military-installed government as il-
legitimate. 

Critics have accused France of 
being extremely hypocritical as 
Paris has previously supported 
interim governments that have 

come to power through military 
coups in various other countries 
in the region, including Algeria.

Analysts have said that France 
supports military coups in the 
continent depending on which 
French agenda they want to 
serve. 

Amid a wave of anti-French 
sentiment, the military lead-
ers in Niger have also followed 
the policies of the coup lead-
ers in neighboring Mali and 
Burkina Faso in seeking to end 
long-standing military ties with 
France. Numerous West Afri-
can countries have accused the 
French armed forces of playing a 
destabilizing role in their coun-
tries to satisfy France’s econom-
ic interests.   Page 5

Over the past seven days alone 
Nigeriens have been rallying and 

holding sit-ins outside the French 
military bases demanding the 

French leave their country.

On U.S. paralyzed 
diplomacy

Golden raisin 
production season 
begins in Kordestan

TEHRAN- The golden raisin production 
season has started in Kordestan 
province, in the west of Iran.

The method of producing this product, 
which is known as “Bulav”, in Kordestan, 
has been common in the region since 
the old times, and with this traditional 
method, 200 tons of golden raisins are 
produced annually.

In the traditional method to produce 
raisins, wood ash is boiled with water. 
The obtained substance is called 
Khoshab and it should be boiled at 80 to 
90 degrees Celsius.

Then grapes are dipped in Khoshab, 
and after that they are placed on the roof 
in front of the sun for 7 to 15 days to dry.
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From page 1   “It’s going to be 
held in a bank in Qatar and each 
transaction will be monitored by 
U.S. Treasury — transaction by 
transaction,” the official said. “It’s 
for humanitarian aid only.”  

Raisi stated in the interview 
that Iran will have “authority” 
over the use of the funds. Ac-
cording to a translation provided 
by the Iranian government, he 
remarked, “This money belongs 

to the Iranian people, the Iranian 
government, so the Islamic Re-
public of Iran will decide what to 
do with this money.”

When asked if the funds will 

be used for anything other than 
humanitarian needs, Raisi said, 
“Humanitarian means whatever 
the Iranian people needs, so this 
money will be budgeted for those 
needs, and the needs of the Ira-
nian people will be decided and 
determined by the Iranian gov-
ernment.”

In addition to allowing Teh-
ran access to the $6 billion in 
blocked oil income, the prisoner 
swap asks for the release of five 
American nationals incarcerated 
in Iran in exchange for the release 
of five Iranians detained in the 
United States. 

On Monday, the Biden admin-
istration notified Congress that 
it had taken significant action to 
facilitate the prisoner swap by 
approving a waiver that permits 
foreign banks to transfer the $6 
billion to Qatar without fear of 
impending U.S. penalties.

TEHRAN- Ali Bagheri Kani, Iran’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Political Affairs, has said 
that if the other parties act realistically and 
refrain from making the same mistakes that 
they did in the past, the talks on the renewal 
of the 2015 nuclear deal could resume. 

Addressing an academic meeting on Mon-
day, Bagheri Kani stressed that the govern-
ment of President Ebrahim Raisi is serious 
about negotiations to lift sanctions.

“The administration has never blocked the 
road to diplomacy, negotiations, and efforts 
to fulfill the national interests to achieve a 
balanced agreement,” underlined Bagheri 

Kani, who acts as Iran’s chief nuclear nego-
tiator.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran sees no ob-
stacle to the resumption of (JCPOA) negotia-
tions and the finalization of an agreement in 
case the other parties be realistic and avoid 
repeating the past mistakes,” the deputy 
minister added.

Iran and the five remaining signatories to 
the JCPOA — Britain, France, Germany, Chi-
na, and Russia— and the United States held 
multiple rounds of talks to revitalize the 
agreement. The talks started in April 2021 
and lasted until September 2022. However, 
the Biden administration withdrew from the 
talks as protests started in Iran in September 
last year following the death of Mahsa Amini. 

Tehran did not talk directly with the Unit-
ed States. The European Union acted as an 
intermediary between Iranian and American 
negotiators. Iran insisted it will not hold face-
to-face talks with the Americans until they 
return to the JCPOA.

On May 1, Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman for 

the Iranian Foreign Ministry, reaffirmed Teh-
ran’s readiness to conclude the discussions on 
restoring the 2015 nuclear agreement. 

He also cautioned the Europeans that this 
window would not remain open forever.

Also, at a meeting with Luigi Di Maio, the 
EU Special Representative for the Persian 
Gulf region, and his accompanying delegation 
in Tehran on Sunday, Bagheri Kani reiterated 
the Islamic Republic’s commitment to bilat-
eral engagement with the European Union 
and said Tehran welcomes any measures put 
up by the EU to open up new avenues for con-
tact and collaboration.

Bagheri Kani added Iran’s potential pro-
vides “irreplaceable opportunities for region-
al and global players to hold dialogue, inter-
action, and cooperation.”

He further emphasized that Iran has 
demonstrated in practice that it has the nec-
essary will to maintain cooperation.

As a result, he pointed out, Tehran sup-
ports every effort by Europe to increase col-
laboration and contact.

Senior diplomat says Iran sees no hurdle to resume JCPOA talks

From page 1   In exchange for 
the transfer of the funds and the 
release of five Iranians arrested in 
the U.S., they said, five American 
detainees held in Iran will be per-
mitted to go.

However, top Iranian authorities 
have repeatedly underlined that 
there is no relationship between 
the release of Iran’s assets and the 
prisoner swap.

“The exchange of prisoners is 
a completely humanitarian is-
sue and has nothing to do with 
unblocking our funds in foreign 
banks,” Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian said in 
August. 

He said the deal negotiated 
between Tehran and Washington, 
mediated by a third country, ad-
dresses two distinct issues: the 
exchange of detainees and the un-
freezing of Iranian assets unjustly 

frozen overseas under the guise 
of U.S. sanctions.

Last week, Iran’s top human 
rights official, also said the ex-
change of inmates has nothing to 
do with the unfreezing of Iranian 
assets.   

Kazem Gharibabadi, secretary 
of Iran’s High Council for Human 
Rights, said the rumor that Iran 

has consented to the release of 
American inmates in exchange for 
access to its assets is fundamen-
tally wrong.

He made the point that only be-
cause Iran supports its compatri-
ots who have been imprisoned in 
the U.S. on false allegations the 
Islamic Republic initiated discus-
sions with the American side over 

the exchange of detainees.

On Monday, Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Nasser Ka-
naani also emphasized once more 
that the prisoner swap arrange-
ment with the U.S. had nothing to 
do with the release of the funds.

“Considering the humanitar-
ian nature of the issue, we are 
ready to implement the prisoner 
swap deal,” he declared, pointing 
out that it could have happened 
a long time ago if the American 
side had cooperated and had not 
made it dependent on other is-
sues, like the nuclear deal, which 
the U.S. unilaterally ended in May 
2018 despite Iran’s full and strict 
compliance.

Kanaani went on to say, “Based 
on the reached agreement, we are 
optimistic that the exchange of 
prisoners will happen soon.”

Path is cleared to transfer $6bn in Iranian assets

From page 1   Ambassador Ale-Sadeq, for his 
part, urged the implementation of the Iran-Iraq 
security pact as well as the advancement of bilat-
eral ties and positive communication and contact 
between Erbil and Tehran.

On Monday, Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani said there is no 
extension of the deadline for Iraq to disarm 
Kurdish separatists.

“Iran’s stance is quite clear. According to the 
agreement reached with the Iraqi government, 
the final deadline for the disarmament of the ter-
rorist and separatist forces in Iraq’s Kurdistan re-
gion ends on September 19 and that deadline will 
not be extended in any way,” Kanaani said. 

He added that the Iraqi government has tak-
en steps in this direction and has stated that it 
would keep its promises.

Back in May, Qassem Al-Araji, the Iraqi nation-
al security advisor, visited Tehran for talks over 
border security.

“Under the direction of the Command-

er-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, the National Se-
curity Adviser is heading to Tehran at the head of a 
security delegation to discuss measures to secure 
the borders between Iraq and Iran,” Al-Araji said in 
a statement on Facebook.

In Tehran, Al-Araji met with Ali Akbar Ahma-
dian, the secretary of Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council. 

Ahmadian told the Iraqi official that Iran ex-
pects Baghdad to expel counter-revolutionary el-
ements from Iraq in accordance with the Iran-Iraq 
security agreement.

“We expect the Iraqi government to guar-
antee the security of this country’s borders 
with Iran as soon as possible while ending the 
presence of anti-revolutionary elements in this 
country within the framework of this agree-
ment,” Ahmadian told Al-Araji.

Ahmadian described the March security agree-
ment, which is the result of months of dialogue 
and joint efforts of the relevant institutions of the 
two countries, as a very appropriate and strategic 
measure and emphasized the strict implementa-

tion of its provisions.

“Shared interests” 

In their Monday meeting, Ambassador 
Ale-Sadeq and President Barzani also ad-
dressed topics of shared interest and the most 
recent regional developments.

Barzani also emphasized the need to main-
tain good ties with Iran since it is a crucial 
neighbor of Iraqi Kurdistan.  

The envoy praised local Kurdish officials for 
their outstanding efforts to enable the Arbaeen 
mourning ceremony, the biggest yearly reli-
gious gathering in the world. 

Kurdistan president affirms adherence to security pact with Iran 

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian said late on Monday that the 
existence of terrorists in the Iraqi Kurdistan 
region violates the constitution of the Arab 
nation and is incompatible with friendly ties 
between Tehran and Baghdad.

Amir Abdollahian made the remarks on 
Monday in a meeting with Bafel Talabani, the 
leader of Iraq’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). 

The meeting took place ahead of a deadline 
set by Iran and Iraq for disarming and relocat-
ing Iranian separatist militant groups operat-
ing in the semi-autonomous Kurdistan region.

“The presence of terrorists in Kurdistan re-
gion and their moves against security of Iran 
are incompatible with Iraq’s constitution and 
friendly bilateral relations because no party 
should be allowed to harm the security of Iraq’s 
neighbors,” Iran’s top diplomat remarked. 

Amir Abdollahian noted that Tehran and 
Baghdad enjoy strong ties and that Iran sup-
ports an “independent, prosperous, and de-
veloped” Iraq.

The Iranian minister also urged the swift 
implementation of a security pact reached be-
tween the two countries. 

Based on the deal, the Iraqi government 
is obliged to disarm terrorist and separatist 
groups stationed in the Kurdistan region by 
September 19, remove their military installa-

tions there, and transfer them to the camps 
established by the central Iraqi government.

Iraqi officials have notified authorities in the 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) of the 
terms of the agreement.

For his part, Talabani prized Iran’s continu-
ous support for the Iraqi government and na-
tion, saying, “We take pride in our relations and 
friendship with the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

He emphasized that Iraq will not let any 
damage emanate from its territory to neigh-
boring countries, notably Iran, and cited his 
party’s efforts to increase security along the 
borders of the Kurdistan region.

Meanwhile, Talabani’s office issued a state-
ment in which the PUK leader explained, “Our 
goal is to achieve stability and coexistence in 
the region, for which we support responsible 
dialogue and understanding and believe that 
this is the only way to overcome problems and 
achieve national goals.”

On Monday, Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman 
for the Iranian Foreign Ministry, said that the 
deadline “will not be extended in any way.”

He added that the Iraqi government had 
made steps to carry out the agreement.

The two nations reached a security deal 
after anti-Iranian separatist militant groups 
based in Iraq’s Kurdistan region expanded 
their harmful actions, particularly in border 
areas.

Kayhan analyzed Iran’s membership in vari-
ous regional and global agreements and said: 
Iran’s presence in international blocs shows 
that this country is not isolated, contrary to 
the will of America. According to the Austrian 
newspaper Standard, the decision of BRICS 
to accept Iran as one of the six new countries 
was a surprise. Such a thing proves that Iran 
is not isolated as claimed by America and the 
West. Not only China and Russia but also im-
portant regional powers such as India and 
Brazil do not hesitate to cooperate with Iran, 
which is treated unkindly in the West. How-
ever, there are Arab countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Egypt, 
which have been part of the U.S. security al-
liance in the Middle East since 1979 and have 
been heavily focused on restraining Iran. Upon 
the emergence of a new generation of govern-
ments in the Persian Gulf, it has become clear 
that the Arabs should not rely only on the alli-
ance with America for their security. With the 
new members, the Middle East will have more 
weight in the politics of the BRICS states, and 
this may again make it more interesting for 
Washington.

Iran: Warning to the movements of the 
European troika

The Iran newspaper wrote in a note: The 
topic of Iran’s nuclear program is one of the 
topics that was put on the agenda at the 
meeting of the Board of Governors of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency. Despite the 
efforts made by several Western and Israe-
li circles to direct the agenda of the meeting 
to the approval of a resolution against Iran, 
diplomatic sources emphasized that the ap-
proval of a resolution is not on the agenda of 
the members. Despite this, England, France 
and Germany, the three European countries 
that are party to the nuclear agreement with 
Iran, are preparing a joint statement along-
side the United States, in which it is claimed 
that Iran has not implemented the March 4 
joint statement as expected. A few days be-
fore the meeting of the Council of Governors, 
the Agency stated in a confidential report that 
Iran has slowed down the process of enrich-
ing uranium with a purity level of 60%. Con-
sidering Iran’s good intentions in the process 
of cooperation with the Agency and with the 
possibility of publishing the statement by 
the West, the authorities of our country have 

warned the Agency, the European Troika, and 
America that if such a statement is issued by 
the Board of Governors, they will not leave this 
action go unanswered.

Javan: Black spot should be removed from 
positive Tehran-Baghdad ties

In addition to the forward-looking strate-
gic relations between Iran and Iraq, the dark 
point of these relations is the increase in the 
movements and actions of armed separatist 
groups based in the “northern region of Iraq” 
against the national interests and security of 
our country. Iran has had more than two de-
cades of “strategic patience” in this field, and 
it is time for the officials of Erbil and Baghdad 
to “disarm or expel” these groups by Septem-
ber 19, so that the source of insecurity and 
instability in the western and northwestern 
borders of our country become eradicated. 
Therefore, based on international law, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has the right to target 
the positions of these groups with its drones 
and missiles to defend its “national security 
and territorial integrity” if Iraqis do not im-
plement their duties in the form of a security 
agreement that Iran signed with Baghdad 
government and the officials of the northern 
Kurdistan region. 

Ham Mihan: Iran’s willingness to ne-
gotiate in New York

The United States has clearly stated that 
the JCPOA is not a priority in its foreign pol-
icy, and over the past weeks, it has sufficed 
to only a temporary understanding with Iran 
that involved the exchange of prisoners and 
the release of part of Iran’s blocked funds in 
South Korea for humanitarian purposes. How-
ever, it seems that Iran hopes that meetings 
and negotiations regarding the revival of the 
JCPOA will take place on the sidelines of the 
United Nations General Assembly. According 
to the spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the path of negotiation and dialogue is 
not closed, and communication channels and 
exchange of messages through intermediar-
ies are still available. Therefore, new negoti-
ations are not ruled out, and Iran has always 
emphasized that it follows the path of nego-
tiation and diplomacy to ensure the rights of 
the Iranian people to remove oppressive sanc-
tions. Iran has always welcomed initiatives 
in this regard. The path of negotiation is not 
closed and it is possible to hold new talks.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Against the will of America, BRICS 
members cooperate with Iran

Presence of separatist militants in Iraq 
contravenes friendly ties: FM 

Raisi: We will spend $6bn 
‘wherever we need it’



Iran rout Angola in 
friendly match
TEHRAN – Iran national football team defeated 

Angola 4-0 in a friendly match held in Tehran’s 
Azadi Stadium on Tuesday.

Mehdi Taremi was on target twice in the ninth 
and 17th minutes and Sadegh Moharrami made it 
3-0 in the 20th minute.

With four minutes remaining, substitute 
Shahriar Moghanlou scored Iran’s fourth goal.

Iran are 22nd in the latest FIFA ranking and 
Angola are No. 116 in the ranking. 

Team Melli, headed by Amir Ghalenoei, had 
defeated Bulgaria 1-0 in Plovdiv.

The friendly matches were held as part of 
preparation for the 2023 AFC Asian Cup, where the 
Persians have been drawn in Group C along with the 
UAE, Hong Kong and Palestine.

Iran to know rivals at 
2023 FIFA U - 17 World 
Cup on Friday
TEHRAN - Draw for the 2023 FIFA U-17 World Cup 

Indonesia 2023 will take place on Friday in Zurich, 
Switzerland.

The ceremony to be staged at the Home of FIFA.
Former FIFA U-17 World Cup winner Stephen 

Appiah and tournament finalist Júlio César 
confirmed as draw assistants.

The following 24 teams will line up at the 
tournament: Argentina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Canada, 
Ecuador, England, France, Germany, Indonesia, Iran, 
Japan, Korea Republic, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, Panama, Poland, Senegal, 
Spain, the US, Uzbekistan and Venezuela.

The 24 nations will be drawn into six groups of 
four. The teams have been split into four pots, with 
one team from each pot to be drawn into each group. 
Teams have been allocated into pots based on a 
points system determined by their performance at 
the past five editions of the FIFA U?17 World Cup, with 
the nations that won their respective confederation’s 
qualifying tournament awarded five bonus points.

Indonesia have automatically been placed into Pot 
1 as tournament host. 

The pots are as follows:
Pot 1: Indonesia, Brazil, Mexico, France, Spain, 

Japan
Pot 2: Germany, Mali, England, Korea 

Republic, Argentina, Ecuador
Pot 3: New Zealand, Iran, Senegal, USA, 

Uzbekistan, Morocco
Pot 4: Canada, New Caledonia, Panama, 

Venezuela, Poland, Burkina Faso

Persepolis complete 
signing of Nabil 
Bahoui 
TEHRAN – Iranian football club Persepolis 

completed the signing of Swedish forward Nabil 
Bahoui on Tuesday. 

The Moroccan-Swedish forward has penned a 
one-year deal for an undisclosed fee.  

He has most recently played at Qatar SC.
Nabil represented Swedish national team in a 

friendly game against Estonia in 2014 and he was 
also in the squad when Sweden played Austria in the 
2016 European Championship qualifiers.

The 32-year-old forward began his playing 
career in Sweden’s IF Brommapojkarna and has also 
played at Germany’s Hamburger SV, Switzerland’s 
Grasshoppers and Saudi Arabia’s Al-Ahli.

Persepolis are scheduled to meet Al Nassr of 
Saudi Arabi on Sept. 19 in Group E of the 2023/24 AFC 
Champions League. 

Ilgiz Tantashev chosen 
to officiate Persepolis, 
Al Nassr Match
TEHRAN – Ilgiz Tantashev of Uzbekistan has 

been chosen to officiate the match between Iran’s 
Persepolis and Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr in Group E of 
the 2023/24 AFC Champions League.

His countrymen Andrey Sapenko and Timur 
Gaynullin will assist him in the match.

Persepolis will host Al Nassr at the Azadi 
Stadium in Tehran. Uzbekistan’s Akhrol Riskullaev 
will be the fourth official. 

The Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system will 
be used in this match. 

Iranian judo athlete 
Fattahi tests 
positive for doping
TEHRAN – Iranian judo athlete Ali Fattahi 

has been suspended for three years from 
any involvement in sport activities after 
being found positive for a prohibited 
substance.

The analysis of the athlete’s sample has 
shown anabolic androgenic steroids (AAS), a 
prohibited substance under Class S1.1.

However, with the athlete’s cooperation and 
early confession, the duration of suspension 
has been reduced by one year making the 
suspension period to be a three-year term from 
Aug. 14, 2023 to Aug. 13, 2026. 

Heavyweight 
powerlifters 
continued Legacy 
Siamand Rahman
TEHRAN - Without any doubt, the Iranian 

legend Siamand Rahman was missed at the 
Dubai 2023 Worlds but Iranian powerlifters 
made sure they continued the legacy of the 
legend, also warning their rivals ahead of the 
Hangzhou 2022 Asian Para Games.

In men’s over 107 kg, Ahmad Aminzadeh 
defended his title in style with a powerful lift 
of 255 kg and hoped to get closer to 300 kg 
to continue the bequest of Rahman, who holds 
the world record at 310 kg achieved at Rio 
2016. Aminzadeh now aims for a gold medal 
at Paris 2024 Paralympics, paralympic.org 
reported. 

As expected, compatriot Ali Akbar 
Gharibshahi produced a powerful show lifting 
248 kg to regain his title. He was one kilo 
better than Mongolia’s Paralympic champion 
Sodnompiljee Enkhbayar (247 kg) and hoped 
to continue the momentum at the upcoming 
Asian Para Games.

For the first time ever, six nations including 
Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Nepal, Yemen, 
and Zambia took part in the elite championships. 
Meanwhile, Iran had women representation for 
the first time at the Para Powerlifting Worlds – 
Nikoo Rouzbahani and Mahdieh Mohammadian 
Sarcheshmeh in the women’s over 86 kg and up 
to 55 kg events, respectively.

Dubai also became the first city to host the 
World Championships for the third time after its 
2014 and 1998 editions.    

Iran fall short 
against Uzbekistan 
at AFC U2024 23 
Qualifiers
TEHRAN – Iran lost to Uzbekistan 1-0 in 

Group E of the AFC U23 Asian Cup Qatar 2024 
qualification on Tuesday. 

Abbosbek Fayzullaev scored the winning goal 
just two minutes into the second half at the JAR 
Stadium in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

Iran had previously defeated Hong Kong 3-0 
and Afghanistan 4-0 in the group. 

Iran will advance to the AFC U23 Asian Cup 
Qatar 2024 if they are among the four best 
second-placed teams.

All the group winners, together with the four 
best second-placed teams overall, will form 
the final cast of 16 alongside automatically-
qualified hosts Qatar at the sixth edition of the 
competition, set to be played between April 15 to 
May 3, 2024.

3S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

SEPTEMBER  13, 2023

TEHRAN TIMES

IRAN IN FOCUS
FM says Iran ready for nuclear talks based on September Document 

 TEHRAN – During an interview with Fars 
News agency Seyed Mohammadreza Mir 
Tajeddini, a member of Iran’s parliament, 
warned that the presence of foreign forces in 
the caucuses region cannot prove beneficial 
for any country in the area. 

“The presence of other countries, including 
the Zionist regime and the United States, 
in this matter is not beneficial to any of the 
countries,” said the MP. He warned Israel that 
Tehran would not sit idly by and let the regime 
make evil moves. “The Zionist regime and the 

United States should be careful with their 
behavior,” he stressed.

The lawmaker urged neighboring countries, 
particularly Azerbaijan and Armenia, to 
engage in dialogue and refrain from escalating 
tensions, saying such attitude is necessary 
as the security of all countries in the region is 
intertwined. “The Islamic Republic of Iran has 
made more efforts than any country in the 
region to alleviate tensions between Armenia 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan. We have 
repeatedly stated our position on the Karabakh 

Issue. We are an avid supporter of security and 
calm in our neighboring countries,” He added 
warning that Iran would not tolerate any 
border changes. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran strongly 
opposes any plan or scheme that disrupts 
regional security and hurts our neighboring 
countries. Changing historical and geographical 
borders is a move that would create chaos in 
the Caucasus region, leading to more tensions 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan”.

MP warns Israeli presence in caucuses will not benefit any party

TEHRAN – A report by the 
European Parliament has said 
that the Mojahedin-e Khalq 
(MEK) terrorist organization has 
committed many non-transparent 
actions in dealing with the members 
of the European Parliament. 

“Iran’s Mujahideen, an 
organization Human Rights Watch 
has accused of intimidating, 
torturing and sometimes 
murdering members of the Iranian 
diaspora, has been using aggressive 
and shady practices to meet MEPs, 
including by hiding their real 
affiliation,” said the report. 

It added, “MEPs have been 
included by this organization as co-
signatories of letters they had not 

co-signed or named as co-hosts of 
conferences they never endorsed.”

The report further said, “they 
were registered using over 45 
different pseudonyms, such as 
‘MEK’, ‘NCRI’, ‘ISJ’, ‘APA’, in order to 
mislead MEPs and the Transparency 
Register.”

The MEK group adheres to 
extremely opaque guidelines in their 
internal interactions, something 
that led many observers to liken the 
group to a cult. 

The group has run into troubles 
with the Albanian government due 
to the non-transparent actions of 
its members which included hacks 
and other illegal activities. 

The Albanian government has 
recently blocked the access of the 
MKO members to the Internet in 
their camp near Tirana.

The Albanian government has 
turned off Internet access at the 
Ashraf-3 camp outside Manze, a 
small hill hamlet 30 kilometers 
west of Tirana.

It is the latest restrictive measure 
by the Albanian government in the 
face of MKO cyberattacks.

According to an informed security 
source, the notorious cultish 
members have been compelled 
to use mobile Internet or illicit 
techniques for cyber operations 
since Albania is firm to keep a lid on 
the terrorist activities of the group 

also called MEK.

As a result of the MKO’s 
involvement in “terror and cyber-
attacks” against international 
institutions, the Albanian police 
forces conducted a raid on the camp 
in June. They seized 150 computer 
devices used for sabotage attacks.

During the clashes at the camp, 
at least one MKO terrorist was killed 
and several more were injured.

On August 12, Kazem Gharibabadi, 
secretary of Iran’s High Council for 
Human Rights, said Tehran had 
filed a huge case against more 
than 100 members of the cultish 
organization, which has killed tens 
of thousands of Iranians.

MEK misled members of European Parliament

TEHRAN – Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad 
Hussein said on Tuesday that he will pay a visit 
to Iran on Wednesday ahead of an important 
deadline in Iran set for the Iranian Kurdish 
groups based in Iraqi Kurdistan to be disarmed. 

Speaking at a joint presser with his Austrian 
counterpart, Hussein said the Iraqi constitution 
doesn’t allow any party to target neighboring 
countries from Iraq. 

“The Iraqi constitution doesn’t allow 
any party to use the soil of Iraq to attack 
neighboring countries,” he said. 

The Iraqi foreign minister added, “We have 
taken the necessary measures to remove 
the opposition groups (separatist terrorist 
groups) from the borders of Iraq and Iran. Iraq 
adheres to the security agreement signed with 
Iran.”

Iran and Iraq have signed a security 
agreement aimed at disarming the Kurdish 
separatist groups. Iran set a deadline for the 
Iraqi government to implement the agreement 
by late September. 

Bafel Talabani, President of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), paid a visit to 
Iran before the end of the deadline. He met 
with Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian. In this meeting, the Iranian 
foreign minister said that the Islamic Republic 

of Iran wants an independent, prosperous, and 
developed Iraq.

He pointed out that the presence of 
terrorists in the Kurdistan Region and 
their actions against Iran’s security are at 
odds with the Iraqi Constitution and with 
friendly relations between the two nations. 
The Iranian foreign minister added that no 
one must undermine the security of Iraq’s 
neighbors, according to a statement by the 
Iranian foreign ministry. 

Pointing to the strong ties between Tehran 
and Baghdad, Amir Abdollahian stressed the 
need to speed up the implementation of the 
two countries’ security deal.

Bafel Talabani for his part appreciated Iran’s 
continued support for the Iraqi government 
and people.

The Iranian ambassador stressed the 
importance of his country’s relations with Iraq 
and the Kurdistan Region.

He described Iran as the most powerful 
supporter of the Iraqi people and underlined 
that Iraqis are proud of their relations and 
friendship with the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

He also referred to the developments in the 
Kurdistan Region and the strengthening of 
relations between the region and the central 

government of Iraq as well as the measures by 
his party to increase security on the borders of 
the Kurdistan Region. Talabani then said Iraq 
would not allow its territory to be used as a 
launching pad for harming regional countries, 
particularly the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Nechervan Barzani, the head of the Iraqi 
Kurdistan region, has also underlined the 
KRG’s adherence to the security agreement 
in a meeting with Iranian Ambassador to Iran 
Mohammad Kazem Al Sadegh. 

Barzani pointed out the importance of 
relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran as 
an important neighbor of the Kurdistan Region.

He stressed that the region is committed to 
the security agreement between Iraq and Iran, 
and reassured that it will not allow any security 
threat to the Islamic Republic of Iran to emerge 
from the Kurdistan Region.

Iraqi FM due in Tehran on Wednesday 

By Mehran Shamsuddin

TEHRAN – Iran’s foreign 
minister on Sunday announced 
that Tehran is ready to negotiate, 
while preserving red lines, to 
“uphold the rights of the Iranian 
people and terminate sanctions” 
based on what the official had 
previously described as the 
September Document.

The document refers to the 
draft agreement prepared 
last autumn to revive the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) which was a deal struck 
in 2015 between Iran and the 5+1 
group of countries. The deal was 
thrown into disarray when in 2018 
the U.S. unilaterally withdrew 
from it.

Hussein Amir Abdollahian, 
speaking during a gathering 
with university professors, 
added that though the Iranian 
government has never turned 
its back on negotiations, it does 
not intend to tie Iran’s economy 
to such talks either. He said 
the country is actively trying 
to neutralize sanctions while 
pursuing diplomacy at the same 
time. He mentioned some of 
Iran’s moves in connection to 
its main approach, including its 
recent accession to the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization and 
BRICS. 

“Iran’s membership in 
the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization and the BRICS 
group is a significant step 
that demonstrates the large 
capacities of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran among emerging global 
economies,” highlighted the 
foreign minister. 

The top diplomat also rejected 
reports that Iran and the U.S. have 
reached a temporary agreement. 
“The retrieval of Iran’s assets from 
South Korea and the UK is not part 
of a temporary agreement,” he 
said. 

In another part of his speech, 
Amir Abdollahian mentioned 
the Raisi administration’s 
emphasis on deepening regional 
cooperation and expansion of ties 
with neighboring countries. “We 
are planning to expand relations 
with Saudi Arabia and other 
regional countries,” he stressed.

Several Iranian officials have 
expressed readiness to return to 
negotiations to revive the 2015 
nuclear deal. The last round of 
talks between Iran, the remaining 
JCPOA signatories, and the U.S. 
wrapped up last September 
without coming to fruition. 

An Iranian deputy foreign 
minister on Monday said 
the parties can return to the 
negotiating table if the U.S. and 
its Western allies act realistically 
and avoid repeating the mistakes 
of the past. Ali Baqeri stressed 
that Iran has never obstructed 
the path of diplomacy. “The 
administration has never 
blocked the road to diplomacy, 
negotiations, and efforts to fulfill 
the national interests to achieve a 
balanced agreement,” he said.

Despite efforts by Iran and 

the remaining signatories to the 
JCPOA, it seems that the Biden 
administration has not been 
capable of making the decision 
to return to the deal, mainly due 
to bipartisan hostilities that have 
been growing inside the U.S. 

Biden received scathing 
criticism from the Republicans 
after he decided to de-escalate 
tensions with Iran and allow 
the transfer of $6bn in frozen 
Iranian funds from South Korea to 
Qatar. The money, as reported by 
American media, will be used for 
humanitarian purposes. 

Even extensive efforts by 
American media outlets did 
not manage to ease the ire of 
the Republicans. Donald Trump, 
the Republican president who 
left the agreement, believed 
his predecessor Barak Obama, 
a Democrat, “lost big time” by 
striking the deal with Iran. Trump’s 
so-called “maximum pressure” 
campaign against Iran has also 
received censure from Democrats. 

With polarization in the United 
States being at an all-time high, it 
seems that no American president, 
including Biden, has the real 
authority to return to the JCPOA. 
Bipartisanship seems to have 
plagued every aspect of American 
politics including its foreign policy. 
Politicians in the U.S. cannot reach 
a consensus, whether it be on 
Iran, Russia, China, or even the 
country’s allies. 

On U.S. paralyzed diplomacy



TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar 
week (ended on Friday), Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME) witnessed trade of 2,685,623 
tons of commodities and 81 vehicles with a 
total trading value of more than $564 million 
on its physical market.

As reported by the IME’s Public 
Relations and International 
Affairs Department, the exchange 
saw on its metals and minerals 
trading floor trade of 2,116,617 
tons of commodities and 81 
vehicles valued at more than 
$298 million.

On this floor the IME sold 
1,202,871 tons of cement, 559,000 tons of 
iron ore, 195,903 tons of steel, 145,600 tons 
of sponge iron, 65,875 tons of aluminum, 
6,175 tons of copper, 1,145 tons of zinc, 450 
tons of cast iron and 200 tons of molybdenum 
concentrate.

It’s worth noting as well that the IME’s 
agricultural trading floor saw trade of 830 
kg of saffron.

Moreover, the IME witnessed on both 
domestic and export rings of its oil and 
petrochemical trading floor 505,074 tons of 
commodities worth nearly $235 million.

Commodities traded on this floor included 
163,973 tons of bitumen, 160,000 tons of 
vacuum bottom, 88,693 tons of polymeric 
products, 38,000 tons of lube cut, 28,387 
tons of chemicals, 14,200 tons of sulfur, 7,276 
tons of petroleum products, 5,294 tons of oil 
and 350 tons of feedstocks.

The IME also traded within the same week 

63,932 tons of goods on its side market.

As previously reported, during the past 
Iranian calendar month (ended on August 22) 
Iran Mercantile Exchange witnessed trade 
of 13,452,706 tons of commodities with a 
total trading value of almost $3.2 billion on 
its physical market, logging growths of 11.5 
percent in value and 21 percent in volume of 
trades compared with the month before that.

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations 
and International Affairs Department, the 
exchange saw on its metals and minerals 
trading floor, trade of 10,906,046 tons of 
commodities valued at more than $2 billion.

On this floor the IME sold 5,544,552 tons of 
cement, 2,660,000 tons of iron ore, 1,707,761 

tons of steel, 928,000 tons of 
sponge iron, 39,455 tons of zinc, 
39,215 tons of aluminum, 38,208 
tons of copper, 2,800 tons of cast 
iron, 1,290 tons of molybdenum 
concentrate, 300 tons of coke 
and 72 tons of precious metals 
concentrate.

It’s worth noting that the 
IME also traded 1,600 kg of saffron on its 
agricultural trading floor.

Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of 
2,405,517 tons of commodities worth more 
than $1 billion on both domestic and export 
pits of its oil and petrochemical trading floor.

Items traded on this floor included 792,000 
tons of vacuum bottom, 663,300 tons of 
bitumen, 491,397 tons of polymeric products, 
185,500 tons of lube cut, 167,335 tons of 
chemicals, 76,505 tons of sulfur, 23,399 tons 
of oil, 10,618 tons of petroleum products, 
1,560 tons of feedstocks, 1,000 tons of slop 
wax and 900 tons of waterproofing materials.

Last was the IME’s side market on which 
the exchange traded 141,141 tons of goods.

IME is one of the four major stock markets 
of Iran, the other three markets are Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also as Iran 
Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX).

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 4,629 points to 
2.127 million on Tuesday.

As reported, over nine billion securities 
worth 64.928 trillion rials (about $132.5 
million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. 
The other three ones are Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) 
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iranian government has been taking new 
measures to restore shareholders’ trust in 
the stock market and help the market thrive 
again.

As reported, the 13th government has 
always tried to move towards reforming 
the structure and foundation of the capital 
market in order to promote economic justice, 
transparency, and the true sovereignty of the 
people over their capital.

In this regard, over the past two years, the 
government has been following 16 practical 
and important measures in order to reform 
the structure of the stock market.

Reducing inflation, changing the 
fluctuation range of the market to seven 
percent in the previous Iranian calendar year 
(ended on March 20), helping the Securitas 
and Stock Exchange Organization (SEO) and 
the Finance and Economic Affairs Ministry 
to facilitate obtaining loans by pledging the 
person’s stock portfolio, requiring the stock 
market companies to pay dividends through 
Sejam System, and helping investors in the 
housing market were among the mentioned 
measures.

SEO Head Majid Eshqi has said that using 
the capacities of the country’s private sector 
in the stock market has been one of the main 
strategies of the organization over the past 
year.

“One of the main approaches of the 
Securitas and Exchange Organization during 

the past year has been to use the power of 
the private sector, because government 
entities and the public sector do not have 
the necessary characteristics for economic 
prosperity, so we must increase the share 
of the private sector in the capital market,” 
Eshqi said in a conference in Khorasan Razavi 
Province.

Large industries have their own problems 
and fluctuations, but small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) can compensate for 
these fluctuations, the official said, adding 
that the main part of the world economy is 
moving towards small and medium-sized 
companies because value, employment, and 
innovation lie in such companies.

The SEO head further noted that the stock 
market should mainly focus on investment 
and financing, saying: “We need to direct the 
liquidity flow towards production.”

Emphasizing the important role of the 
seventh National Development Plan (2022-
2026) in securing the future of the capital 
market, Eshqi stated: “One of the major 
indicators of investment is predictability, so 
more action should be taken in the seventh 
development plan to make the economy 
more predictable.”

He pointed to the holding of investment 
and financing conferences in provinces as a 
starting point for a new movement towards 
promoting investment and said: “Economic 
enterprises do not have enough familiarity 
with the capital market and such conferences 
are bridges that provide the necessary 
platform in this regard.”

TEHRAN - The director of the 17th 
International Exhibition of Plastic, 
Rubber, Machinery, and Equipment 
(IRAN PLAST 2023) has said the 
exhibition is a successful model 
for extensive cooperation among 
polymer complexes, downstream 
petrochemical industries, and 
capable Iranian manufacturers.

According to Farid Dousti, this 
exhibition can facilitate the path 
to complete the value chain in the 
petrochemical industry, Shana 
reported.

A significant number of national 
and international figures will be 
present at this grand exhibition 
event, Dousti said, adding that 
more than 300 foreign guests 
have been invited to attend the 
17th Iran Plast exhibition.

Iran Plast exhibition is one of the 
important events in the market 
of domestic and regional polymer 
products, which is held with the aim 
of developing and completing the 
value chain of the petrochemical 
industry, supporting national 
production and promoting domestic 
manufacturing, the official said.

According to Dousti, six final 
contracts and 10 memorandums 
of understanding (MOU) are going 
to be signed on the sidelines of this 
year’s exhibition.

More than 20 specialized 
meetings and workshops are also 
scheduled to be held on the sidelines 

of the exhibition, he said.

The 17th International Exhibition 
of Plastic, Rubber, Machinery, and 
Equipment is going to be held 
from September 17 to 20 at the 
Tehran Permanent International 
Fairground.

Like the previous years, this 
edition of the exhibition will also 
cover four major areas including 

raw materials, machinery, and 
equipment, final and semi-finished 
products as well and services.

As the biggest event in the 
petrochemicals and plastics 
industry in West Asia, Iran Plast was 
held for the first time in 2002 on the 
initiative of NPC in order to boost 
the domestic plastics industry 
market, facilitate the global 
marketing process, and present in 
global markets.

On Saturday, the managing 
director of Iran’s National 
Petrochemical Company (NPC) said 
that the needs and export capacities 
of downstream petrochemical 
industries are going to be identified 
in the 17th International Exhibition 
of Plastic, Rubber, Machinery, and 
Equipment (Iran Plast 2023).

“In order to have a value chain 

system for the petrochemical 
industry, it is necessary to identify 
the needs and export capacities of 
the downstream industries, and 
Iran Plast International Exhibition 
plays an effective role in realizing 
this goal,” Morteza Shah-Mirzaei 
said.

“One of the important things 
for the growth and development 
of the petrochemical industry is 
to complete the value chain and 
create added value with the aim 
of making the most of investment 
opportunities,” he added.

Emphasizing that one of the 
strategic policies of the National 
Petrochemical Company is the 
development of technology in 
downstream petrochemical 
industries, the official said: “One 
of the pillars of drawing the 
value chain system is focusing 
on technology transfer through 
indigenization of new technologies 
and development of Iranian 
technical knowledge.”

The NPC head emphasized that 
the Iran Plast exhibition, as the 
largest event of the country’s 
petrochemical industry, can 
play an effective role in the 
development of the infrastructure 
in this industry in order to improve 
the business environment and 
remove possible obstacles and 
problems to have a balanced 
development path ahead.

TEHRAN - A delegation led by the secretary 
general of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) has 
left Tehran for Istanbul on Monday evening to 
visit the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce (ICOC) 
and some of Turkey’s manufacturing units. 

As reported by the TCCIMA portal, several 
provincial managers and members of the 
dialogue council of the government and the 
private sector of the capital are accompanying 
Bahman Eshqi in his visit to Turkey.

The purpose of sending this delegation is 
to hold talks with the officials of the Istanbul 
Chamber of Commerce, as one of the oldest 
chambers of commerce, and to benefit from 
the experiences of this chamber and the Turkish 
private sector in order to facilitate and improve 
the country’s business environment. 

In addition to direct negotiations and 
discussions with the representatives of the 
private sector in the Istanbul Chamber of 
Commerce, the delegation is going to visit 

a number of manufacturing companies, 
industrial centers, and also the automotive 
center of Turkey.

The trade exchanges between Iran and Turkey 
in the first seven months of 2023 reached $3.025 
billion, showing a 21 percent decline compared to 
the same period of last year.

According to the latest figures released by the 
Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT), Iran’s 
trade with the neighboring country stood at 
$3.846 billion in January-May 2023. 

According to TURKSTAT, Turkey’s exports to Iran 
from January to May 2023 reached $1.663 billion, 
recording a two percent decrease compared to 
last year’s corresponding period.

Turkey exported over $1.701 billion worth of 
products to the Islamic Republic in the first seven 
months of 2022.

Based on the data previously released by the 
Turkish Statistical Institute, the value of Iran’s 
exports to Turkey increased by 19 percent to 

reach $3.35 billion in 2022.

Turkey had imported over $2.82 billion worth 
of commodities from the Islamic Republic in 2021.

Based on the mentioned data, Iran’s imports 
from the country also marked an 11-percent rise 
to hit $3.07 billion in the past year, in comparison 
with 2021, when the figure was $2.77 billion.

According to the Turkish Statistical 
Institute, the trade between the two 
countries has registered a 15-percent rise in 
2022 compared to 2021. 

TEHRAN- Over 100,000 cooperatives are 
active in the country, Head of Iran Chamber of 
Cooperatives Bahman Abdollahi announced.

The official said that these cooperatives are 
active in different economic areas including 
industry and mine, agriculture, services, health 
and treatment, and housing.

Abdollahi has stressed the need to remove the 
obstacles in the way of the country’s cooperatives, 
saying: “If we believe in the cooperative economy, 

we must remove the obstacles in the way of this 
sector; the role of the parliament is important 
in this regard and I hope this part will be taken 
into consideration in the amendment of the 
cooperative laws and in the seventh National 
Development Plan.”

The official made the remarks in Iran’s first 
Cooperative Economy Congress, which was 
held in Tehran on Sunday with the presence of 
President Ebrahim Raisi and Labor and Social 
Welfare Minister Solat Mortazavi.

TEHRAN – The head of the 
Maku Free Zone Organization 
Hossein Garousi, who visited 
China heading a delegation from 
Iran’s Free Zones High Council, 
said Maku Free Zone is the 
connecting point of the East-
West and North-South transit 
corridors and has great potential 
for expanding trade relations 
between Iran and China.

“The East-West International 
Transport Corridor has the 
capacity to create a framework 
for a powerful communication 
network from China to the Baltic 
and Scandinavian countries, and 
considering its geographical 
location, the Maku Free Zone 
actually plays the role of a 
four-way land in this route 
and in China’s One Road-One 
Belt Initiative (BRI),” Garousi 
said in a meeting with Chinese 
businessmen and entrepreneurs.

“Due to its unique geographical 
location, Mako Free Zone is the 
best point for creating a logistics 

village and a hub for attracting 
and distributing goods by 
connecting east-west and north-
south corridors,” he added.

Maku FTZ, in Iran’s 
northwestern province of West 
Azarbaijan, is one of the seven 
major free zones of Iran.

It has 140 kilometers of border 
with Azerbaijan Republic and 130 
kilometers of border with Turkey.

As Maku is among the most 
newly-established and also 
the largest free zones of the 
country, there is a high need for 
the creation of infrastructures in 
this zone.

As announced by an official 
with Maku Free Trade Zone 
Organization, the value of export 
from this zone stood at nearly 
$420m since the Iranian calendar 
year 1400 (March 2021-March 
2022).

Fereydoun Fadaei, the deputy 
managing director of the 
organization for economic and 

investment-making affairs, 
also announced that export 
from the zone to the mainland 
stood at nearly 105 trillion rials 
(about $215 million) during the 
mentioned time span.

As previously announced by 
the commercial director of Maku 
Free Trade Zone Organization, 
services and commodities valued 
at $234 million were exported 
from the Maku FTZ in the past 
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended 
on March 20).

Ali Qanbari said that services 
worth over $223 million, and 
commodities valued at $10.68 
million were exported from the 
zone during the previous year.

The establishment of free 
trade zones (FTZs) in Iran dates 
back to the Iranian calendar year 
1368 (March 1989 - March 1990) 
following the fall in the country’s 
oil income in the preceding year 
which prompted the government 
to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones 
of Iran were established in the 
south of the country. The first 
one was Kish Free Trade Zone 
established in 1368 on Kish 
Island in the Persian Gulf and 
the second one was Qeshm Free 
Trade Zone established the year 
after on Qeshm Island in the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

Some five other free 
trade zones have been also 
established in the country 
since then, including Chabahar 
in southeastern Sistan-
Baluchestan Province, Arvand 
in southwestern Khuzestan 
Province, Anzali in northern Gilan 
Province, Aras in East-Azarbaijan 
Province and Maku in West-
Azarbaijan Province, both in the 
northwest of the country. 

The development of existing 
free trade zones and the 
establishment of new FTZs 
has become one of the major 
economic approaches of the 
Iranian government.
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Commodities worth over $564m 
traded at IME in a week

TEDPIX gains 4,600 points on Tuesday

TCCIMA dispatches trade delegation to Istanbul

Over 100,000 cooperatives active in country

‘Maku, connecting point of East-West, North-South transit corridors’

 Over 20 specialized 
meetings, 

workshops to be 
held on sidelines of 

Iran Plast

 IME is one of 
4 major stock 
exchanges of 

Iran

Iran Plast, an important event to complete 
value chain of polymer industries
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2,000 dead and 
10,000 missing as 
‘catastrophic’ flood 
hits Libya 

At least 2,000 people have died and 10,000 
are believed missing after Storm Daniel 
dumped so much rain on Libya’s northeast 
that two dams collapsed sending water 
flowing into already inundated areas.

Tamer Ramadan, head of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies delegation in Libya, gave the 
numbers of missing people during a briefing 
to reporters in Geneva, Switzerland, on 
Tuesday. “The death toll is huge,” she said.

In the eastern city of Derna, which has seen 
the worst of the devastation, as many as 6,000 
people are missing, Othman Abduljalil, health 
minister in Libya’s eastern administration, 
told Libya’s Almasar TV. He called the situation 
“catastrophic,” when he toured the city on 
Monday.

Whole neighborhoods are believed to have 
been washed away in the city, according to 
authorities.

Hospitals in Derna are no longer operable 
and the morgues are full, said Osama Aly, 
an Emergency and Ambulance service 
spokesperson.

Dead bodies have been left outside the 
morgues on the sidewalks, he told CNN.

“There are no first-hand emergency 
services. People are working at the moment 
to collect the rotting bodies,” said Anas 
Barghathy, a doctor currently volunteering in 
Derna.

Putin, China’s 
vice premier to 
discuss high-level 
contacts for end of 
year
Russian President Vladimir Putin and 

Chinese Vice Premier Zhang Guoqing will 
discuss during their meeting bilateral 
contacts at the “highest-level” by the end of 
the year, Russian agencies cited the Kremlin 
spokesman as saying on Tuesday. 

 Putin is to meet the Chinese vice premier 
in Vladivostok where Russia is holding a major 
economic forum this week. 

 “[This is] another opportunity to quickly 
compare notes, including in the context of 
bilateral contacts at the highest level planned 
before the end of this year,” Russian agencies 
cited spokesman Dmitry Peskov as saying. 

 Kremlin foreign policy adviser Yury 
Ushakov said in July that Putin planned to 
visit China in October at the time of its third 
“Belt and Road” forum, responding to an 
invitation issued by Xi during a high-profile 
state visit to Russia in March.

West destroying 
global economic 
system – Putin 
Western countries are destroying the 

existing framework of global economic 
relations that they helped to build in the first 
place, Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
on Tuesday, adding that many countries are 
opposed to this. 

 Speaking at the plenary session of the 
Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, Putin 
stated that the landscape of the international 
economy is changing in part because “some 
countries, primarily Western nations, are 

destroying the system of financial, trade, and 
economic relations with their own hands.” 

However, this destructive activity coincided 
with the expansion of “real business 
cooperation,” involving many nations around 
the world that resist any external pressure 
and pursue their own national interests, 
Putin said. 

 “They prioritize not temporary political 
events, but the promotion of their own 
projects... that bring direct and long-term 
benefits to their populations,” Putin said, 
adding that this leads to the emergence of 
a new international model “shaped not by 
Western standards [and] catering to the 
selected ‘golden billion,’ but all of humanity... 
and the developing multipolar world.”

Iraq seeks new 
‘future relations’ 
with US-led 
coalition to fight 
ISIS
Iraq and the US-led international coalition 

formed to fight ISIS in 2014 are to meet in the 
coming days to discuss what their cooperation 
will look like in the future, Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia Al Sudani said on Monday. 

 Early last month, Iraq sent a high-ranking 
security delegation to Washington led by 
Minister of Defence Thabet Al Abbasi to meet 
US Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin and 
other officials for the inaugural US-Iraq Joint 
Security Cooperation Dialogue.

The two sides discussed the security 
cooperation in different fields and the 
continuing fight against ISIS remnants.  

They agreed to form a joint committee to 
“determine the future relation between Iraq 
and the member states of the international 
coalition”, Al Sudani told local media outlets 
on Monday. 

“The international coalition was formed 
in 2014 to fight Daesh,” he said. “Daesh is 
gone and we have won with the help of our 
friends from neighbours and the international 
community. 

 “For sure, [the presence of] forces with the 
size of the International Coalition under that 
title and with that number of countries needs 
to be reviewed and that is what we agreed on 
during the visit to Washington.” 

 The first meeting for the joint committee 
will be held midway through this month, Al 
Sudani said, but he did not give a date or place 
for the meeting.  

“The Iraqi delegation clearly declared [in 
Washington] that Iraq today doesn’t need 
combat troops, and this is a continuation 
to our stance in every event; we don’t need 
combat troops in Iraq,” he said.

Palestinian official 
in Jordan as US 
seeks to widen 
Arab ties with 
Israel
The heir apparent to Palestinian President 

Mahmoud Abbas made a rare solo official visit 
to Jordan at the weekend, amid a US drive for 
the normalisation of ties between Israel and 
Saudi Arabia.  

The official Jordanian news agency Petra 
said that Hussein Al Sheikh, whom Abbas 
made his de facto number two last year, 
met on Sunday with Foreign Minister Ayman 
Al Safadi. 

 Discussion centred on “stopping the 
deterioration being witnessed in the occupied 
Palestinian territories” and restarting peace 
talks with Israel, which have been frozen for 
most of the past decade.

A large proportion of Jordan’s population 
are of Palestinian origin. The kingdom, which 
has the longest land border with Israel, has 
close links with 87-year-old Abbas and is 
keen to have a smooth transition after his 
eventual death.

WORLD HEADLINES

By Muhammad Mehdi
The G20 conference has come to an end in 

Delhi. By the way, a lot happened during this 
time which can become a permanent topic 
separately. For example, the Indian media 
mentioned a statement by the Prime Minister 
of Italy regarding BRI, the Prime Minister of 
Canada spoke about Khalistan while standing in 
the Indian capital and when the rights of Sikh in 
Canada holding a referendum on Khalistan. But 
at this time, I would like to discuss the concept 
of the Global South that President Biden arrived 
in Delhi with this concept, and the leadership of 
the Global South will be handed over to India 
according to Washington’s vision. 

For Pakistan, any situation that affects our 
region is extremely important because we 
are affected by it whether we like it or not. 
The Global South’s vision is to prepare India to 
compete with China’s BRI project. 

Now India does not have enough economic 
size to be able to do this on its own account, so 
its economic needs will be fulfilled by the US as 
much as it needs compared to China. Now this is 
the next and very important question, whether 
the US economy under the debt of 7.6 trillion 
dollars has enough power to meet these needs 
or not? In order to promote the concept of the 
Global South, an MOU was signed during the 
G20 summit in India.

This economic corridor project will connect 
ports and rail links to the Middle East, Israel 
and Europe. The project is being named as India 
Middle East Europe Economic Corridor. It includes 
America, India, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi 
Arabia and the European Union, etc. The goal 
of this project is to connect India’s ports with 
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, etc. by 
developing a large-scale rail network and then 
get access to Israel and Europe from there. And 
apart from the Suez Canal, another route should 
be developed while China’s BRI project should 
also be made a response to it.

Discussions on this project started in 2021 
at the One two U two Business Forum between 
the United States, India, the UAE and Israel, and 
later Saudi Arabia also joined these discussions. 
When the Abraham Accords was being signed 
between certain Arab countries and Israel under 
the patronage of the United States, I said that it 
should not be seen only in the context of the Arab 
countries and Israel, but it will have far-reaching 
consequences on our region and that has started 

happening. Saudi Arabia does not recognize 
Israel, but it has recognized Israel’s position in 
this agreement. Now, what does America want 
to achieve by including the Arab countries in it? 
It is clear that through the BRI project, China’s 
footprints are clearly visible on the Arab land.  
And this is not only limited to economic matters, 
but by standing with Saudi Arabia and Iran, China 
has given a clear message that now its political 
position has also become strong in this region and 
the UAE and Saudi Arabia have also joined BRICS, 
which also includes India, but its souls are China 
and Russia. America cannot afford such a situation. 
When the Ottoman Empire disintegrated as a 
result of the First World War, the British shadow 
remained over the Arab region from that time until 
the end of the Second World War, and then later 
the United States replaced the United Kingdom 
and enjoyed its position solely.

But China’s recent successes have put many 
question marks on the presence of American 
supremacy in this region and its future, and 
the United States is taking steps to maintain 
its supremacy by presenting the concept of the 
Global South. And in order to achieve this goal, 
India is being encouraged. Narendra Modi will 
face polls and in order to win he needs to put 
his nation behind a truck light similar to what 
he has achieved by holding this conference and 
promoting this economic corridor. This is called 
a political slogan because there is a very strong 
belief that the current US economy, which will 
have a debt of 7.6 trillion dollars by the end of next 
year, is not strong enough to support this project. 

Regarding the same thing that happened 

to the New Silk route project announced by 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton during the 
Obama era, an economic route would be made 
from Afghanistan, but then it could never be 
implemented. The real goal of the current plan 
seems to be to confuse the Arab world with the 
fact that America is coming down a new path and 
to make them think about how far they should 
go with China and how much should be carried 
forward. If America succeeds in getting the Arab 
countries into this mess, it will be a success. 
Because these Arab countries are concerned 
about their internal and international security, 
and they still depend on America.

Although top-level Arab diplomats will often 
say that we want to make agreements with 
Pakistan regarding our security, Pakistan has not 
yet been able to recover from its internal situation. 
The Arab world will gradually be impressed by 
India if Pakistan continues to weaken. In Pakistan, 
if instead of taking cosmetic measures, we want to 
move towards correct measures in the real sense, 
then there is a need to make an agreement with 
the Arab world regarding security, which is also 
possible. But the ability to make this agreement 
will not be achieved by those who will come to the 
government as a result of an experiment like the 
failed experiment of 2018, but this goal can only 
be achieved by a leader who has public support in 
the real sense.

The writer is the Chairman of the Institute of 
International Relations and Media Research.

The views expressed in this article are those of 
the writer
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From page 1   When asked 
about the Nigerian military 
leaders’ latest remarks on a 
potential war, French President 
Emmanuel Macron said, “We do 
not recognize any legitimacy in the 
statements of the putschists.”

He refused to directly address 
the statements made by the 
Nigerian military that France was 
deploying troops elsewhere in 
West Africa as part of a plan to 
attack Niger. 

The main regional bloc, ECOWAS, 
has imposed sanctions on Niger 
and activated a so-called standby 
force for the possible military 
intervention. 

ECOWAS says the use of force 
would only be a last resort and 
that it would prefer a peaceful 
solution to the standoff. The 
regional bloc remains engaged in 
ongoing dialogue with Niger to try 
and find a diplomatic solution.

Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu, 
who holds the ECOWAS rotating 
chairmanship, has recently 
proposed a nine-month transition 
back to civilian rule, a measure that 
would satisfy regional powers. 
Niger’s junta has previously 
suggested a three-year timeline to 
restore order. 

At the end of a two-day summit 
of G20 leaders in India, Macron 
was questioned on the roughly 
1,500 French troops stationed in 
Niger. The French leader said any 
decision about their deployment 
would only be made in coordination 
with the deposed president.

“If we ever redeploy... I would do 
so only at the request of President 
Bazoum,” Macron told a news 
conference. 

Experts believe that since the 
new leadership in Niger does not 
want to serve the French economic 
and colonial agenda, Paris is now 
leading the calls to push for a 
military attack. 

What France has refused 
to acknowledge is the mass 
street protests that have been 
staged in Niger over the past 
weeks in support of the interim 
government.

Over the past seven days alone 
the people of Niger have been 
demonstrating and holding sit-
ins outside the French military 
bases demanding that the French 
forces pack up and go home. 
It is a clear sign that Nigerians 
are against the French military 
presence in their country. 

However, those calls have fallen 
on deaf ears. Paris has so far 
refused to address the protests 
or open dialogue with the coup 
leader’s interim government. 

Experts have attributed this 
to the fact that France gets most 
of its uranium to run its nuclear 
power stations from Niger. 

If France were to sever its relations 
with Niger, Paris would lose out on 
a major source of uranium for its 
electricity power plants, especially 
as French households are in vital 
need of electricity.

The Ukraine war which led to the 
cut of gas imports from Russia has 
pushed energy prices in Europe, 
including France.  

The source of this electricity is 
something that France desperately 
requires at the moment.

From an economic standpoint, 
France also maintains its colonial 
mindset, with 50 percent of Niger’s 
revenues being deposited into the 
French treasury. This economic 
policy which has been practiced for 
decades has contributed to high 
rates of poverty among Niger’s 
population of about 26 million.

Niger is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. It is also 
suffering from a rising inflation 
rate. 

Niger is not the only country 
in the Francophone West Africa 
region being forced to hand over 
50 percent of its revenues to 
France. 

Several years ago, ECOWAS 
mulled the idea of forming a 
common currency, known as eco, 
to bypass this process. 

ECOWAS reached a consensus 
on the plan before France got 
involved and sabotaged the entire 
initiative, as it stood to lose a huge 
amount of financial income, in 
particular from the countries that 
were subject to France’s former 
colonial rule.

Analysts say this is just one of 
the reasons why there is so much 
anti-French sentiment in the West 
African region. 

One of the reasons that military 
officers ousted President Bazoum 
was that his government failed 
to effectively counter militants 
despite cooperation with France. 

Critics warn that military 
intervention in Niger will not 
eradicate terrorism in the country. 
Instead, they say, it will exacerbate 
the security situation by creating a 
power vacuum in the country which 
the terrorists will misuse to wreak 
more havoc on Niger and beyond. 

All the coups in West Africa over 
the past several years, including 
Mali, Burkina Faso, and others, 
were staged with the aim of 
cutting relations with France.

Niger warns of French invasion 



By Afshin Majlesi
TEHRAN - Throughout human 

history, defensive fortresses 
have played a vital role in 
protecting communities and 
cities from attacks.

Iran is home to many incredible 
castles, fortresses, and citadels 
that have withstood the test 
of time. These structures, built 
centuries ago, bear witness to 
folios of Iran’s rich history and 
architectural achievements.

In fact, many fortresses in Iran 
were constructed in response 
to foreign invasions and served 
as bastions of defense, with the 
primary function of providing a 
secure refuge for people in times 
of danger.

They were normally erected 
and maintained along significant 
routes or cities, particularly at 
heights overlooking steep slopes 
or cliffs.

Many of the fortifications in 
the country were built using 
mud brick, often leaving them 
no more than mounds of dirt for 
today’s archaeologists.

Here are brief introductions 
to a selection of 15 ancient 
defensive fortresses constructed 
across the Iranian soil.

 Manujan fortress
Made of stones, mudbricks, 

and special traditional mortar, 
Manujan fortress is nestled on 
top of a smooth natural rock and 
in the heart of a town of the same 
name in Kerman province, which 
is bounded by the provinces of 
Fars on the west, Yazd on the 
north, South Khorasan on the 
northeast, Sistan-Baluchestan 
on the east, and Hormozgan on 
the south.

The fort is estimated to date 
from the Sassanid era. Previous 
excavations conducted in and 
around the monument yielded a 
special kind of pottery as well as 
pieces of jewelry and glassware 
works that throw light on the 
history of the rampart.

Falak-ol-Aflak fortress
Falak-ol-Aflak is an unmissable 

eight-towered fortress that 
dominates the skyline of 
Khorramabad, the capital of 
Lorestan province.

The monument seems 
particularly imposing and 
dramatic when floodlit at night, 
offering picturesque views 
of its encircling crenelated 
battlements. It dates back to the 
Sassanid era (224–651).

Qaleh Babak
Nested atop a pick in 

northwest Iran, Qaleh Babak is 
named after Babak Khorramdin, 
an Iranian national hero, warlord, 
and revolutionary leader who 
fought against Arab invaders 
until he died in 838 CE.

Ascending the mount to set 
foot on the ancient fort seems 
somewhat arduous for many 
visitors, but in most cases 
proves to be a considerable and 
gratifying experience.

The crumbling rampart 
consists of several stone towers 
and lodging areas stretched in 
a space of nearly ten thousand 
square meters and the origins of 
the monument are said to date 
from the Sassanid era (224–651).

Izadkhast fortress
Izadkhast, a Sassanid-era 

fortification in the southern 
province of Fars, was built on 
the ancient Silk Road between 
Isfahan and Shiraz and is 
reportedly the first fortress 
in the world that is made of 
adobe.

It is reportedly the second-
largest adobe building in the 
world after Arg-e Bam (Bam 
Citadel) in the southeastern 
province of Kerman.

The fort collectively with its 
surrounding landscapes has 
been nominated to the UNESCO 

World Heritage Tentative List 
since 2007 in the cultural 
category.

 Qa’leh Dokhtar

Situated on a mountain slope 
neighboring the Firouzabad-
Kavar road in southeastern 
Kerman province, Qal’eh Dokhtar 
(literally meaning the Maiden 
Castle) was made by Ardashir 
I, the founder of the Sasanian 
Empire (224–651) in 209 CE.

Based on narratives, the 
monument is named after the 
ancient Iranian goddess Anahita, 
to whom the term “Maiden” 
refers.

The entrance to the rampart 
is through a tall gateway within 
a large rectangular tower. Inside, 
a broad stairway leads up to 
a rectangular hall, with blind 
niches on either side of two large 
buttresses at the east end.

It embraces many of the 
recurring features of Sasanian 
architecture, such as long 
halls, arches, domes, recessed 
windows, and stairways.

Qaleh Alamut

Nested on top of a hill in the 
Alborz mountain range, Qaleh 
Alamut was once sheltering the 
followers of Hasan-e Sabbah 
(1070–1124), spiritual leader of 
Islam’s heretical Ismaili sect, 
known as ‘Assassins’.

In popular myth, Sabbah led a 
bizarre, much-feared mercenary 
organization whose members 
were dispatched to murder or 
kidnap leading political and 
religious figures of the day.

In the early 1930s, British-
Italian explorer and travel 
writer Freya Stark described 
her exploration of the place in 
her book “The Valleys of the 
Assassins”.

Qaleh Rudkhan

Occupying an area of about 
50,000 square meters, this 
medieval structure is located 25 
km southwest of Foman in Gilan 
province.

The vast fortress, which 
is made of brick and stone, 
has been built on two sides 
of a jagged rocky region so 
its architecture benefits 
from natural mountainous 
features.

Preliminary evidence, 
uncovered by digging, indicates 
the foundation of the structure 
was built in the Sasanian era 
(224–651) and rebuilt in the 
Seljuks’ reign (ca. 1040–1157).

 Seb fortress

The historical fortress of Seb 
stands tall in a village of the 
same name in southeastern 
Sistan-Baluchestan province.

The monument was 
extensively used during the 
Qajar era (1789–1925) as a 
borderline surveillance base. 
However, narratives say that its 
heyday dates back to the time 
of the Safavids (1501–1736).

The rampart is constructed 

of clay and mortar blended with 
loads of sticky plant seeds. In 
some parts wooden slabs cut 
from palm trees have been used 
to strengthen the overall layout, 
enabling it to withstand natural 
disasters in particular mellow 
seismic vibrations.

Arg-e Bam

The UNESCO-designated 
Bam citadel (locally called 
“Arg-e Bam”) and its cultural 
landscape is highly regarded as 
an outstanding example of an 
ancient fortified settlement built 
in vernacular technique using 
mud layers.

Located on the southern edge 
of the Iranian high plateau, in 
Kerman province, the massive 
fortress and its environs were 
almost completely brought down 
to earth due to a devastating 
earthquake on December 26, 
2003.

Most of what visitors now 
see at the site is restored and 
replicas of the original structure 
have been restored from 2004 
onwards. 

The origins of the adobe 
fortress can be traced back to 
the Achaemenid period (6th 
to 4th centuries BC) and even 
beyond.

Susa castle

Situated in the ruins of the 
ancient city of Susa (which is 
situated near the modern city 
of Shush) in Khuzestan province, 
southern Iran, this gorgeous 
castle resembles medieval 
monuments in France.

The construction of the Susa 
Castle was started in 1897 by the 
French civil engineer, geologist, 
and archaeologist Jacques Jean-
Marie de Morgan (1857-1924), 
who had come to Iran to carry out 
excavations in the region.

Bricks dating back to various 
historical eras, which had been 
scattered at the Susa region’s 
ancient sites of Haft-Tappeh 
and Chogha Zanbil, were used in 
building the castle.

Arg-e Rayen

Covering an area of about 
20,000 square meters, Arg-e 
Rayen was inhabited until some 
150 years ago. It is estimated to 
date at least 1,000 years.

The mudbrick castle is named 
after the ancient city of Rayen, 
which lies on the margins of a 
harsh desert under the glare of 
the blazing sun.

So far, the adobe fort has 
withstood several earthquakes 
and other natural disasters, 
which have flattened similar 
nearby structures.

The history of life in Rayen goes 
back to the times of the Sasanian 
dynasty and even deeper in time.

Portuguese castle of Hormuz

The crumbling Portuguese 
castle of Hormuz Island is a 
reminder of colonial rule in the 
Persian Gulf.

Built in the early 16th century, 

the monument is now a tourist 
attraction where you can soak 
up the silence while traveling 
through time. For visitors, it 
seems to be easy to imagine the 
hustle and bustle of Portuguese 
military forces five centuries ago!

Its construction was ordered 
by Commander Afonso de 
Albuquerque in 1507 after his 
troops captured the island 
months before.

    Iraj fort
Located in the Pishva county 

near the gates of the old city of 
Rey, southeast of Tehran, the Iraj 
fort (also known as Gabri fort by 
the locals) was once one of the 
largest military fortresses of the 
time.

Covering some 3,000 square 
meters in area, the fortress 
lost its towers some centuries 
ago – maybe by erosion, and 
only lengthy and tall clay 
ramparts have been left. Based 
on evidence from excavations 
in 2008, archaeologists believe 
that the Iraj fortress was 
likely abandoned shortly after 
construction.

Some estimates suggest that 
the crumbling fortress dates 
from the Sassanid era (224–651), 
however, there are other views 
suggesting it belongs to the 
Kayanian dynasty era, a semi-
mythological dynasty, which is 
mentioned in the Persian poet 
Ferdowsi’s magnum opus, the 
Shahnameh.

Zahhak castle
Constructed around 2000 

BC, Zahhak castle served as a 
government building and a fire 
temple during the later Parthian 
era (247 BC – 224 CE).

Located in northwest Iran, 
near Hashtroud, the castle 
served as a military defense 
during the Parthian era given 
its position close to the Iranian 
border with other nations in the 
northwest, including Turkey 
and Armenia.

It contains depictions of 
animals and symbols that show 
what life was like for royalty in 
ancient Iran. It includes a square-
shaped hall made of bricks built 
during the Parthia period. During 
this time, Zoroastrianism was 
the religion of the ruling kings, 
who likely used part of the castle 
for a fire temple.

Narin fortress
Local legend has it that the 

Narin fort belonged to King 
Solomon and was built by 
jinns (spirits), but whatever 
the original provenance of the 
castle’s foundations, most of 
what can be seen today dates 
from the Sassanian era.

Lying on the Silk Route, the 
rampart rises imposingly above 
the historical core of Meybod in 
central Iran.

The structure was used by 
soldiers who provided an armed 
escort for passing caravans, 
charging a tax for their services, 
historical sources say.

TEHRAN – The number of travelers visiting 
Mashhad during Arbaeen and the following days 
has soared 18 percent year on year, a provincial 
official in charge of travel affairs said on Monday. 

Tourist arrivals reached a total of 921, 638 
people from September 6 to 10, which shows an 
18 percent increase compared to that of a year 
earlier, CHTN quoted Hojjat Gonabadinejad as 
saying on Monday.

Traditionally, in the lunar month of Safar, 
thousands of people gather in Mashhad to 
commemorate Arbaeen, which marks an end 
to the 40-day mourning period following the 
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS) and his loyal 
companions at the Battle of Karbala on Muharram 
10 in the year 61 AH (680 CE).

The annual Arbaeen pilgrimage is originally 
destined for Karbala, where the Imam Hussein 
(AS) is laid to rest. However, Mashhad has long 
been a destination for thousands of Shia pilgrims 
to mark the occasion.

This year, Arbaeen Day was commemorated on 
September 6.

Mashhad is Iran’s holiest city. Its raison d’être 
is the striking shrine complex of the eighth Shia 
Imam that is encircled by dozens of five-star 
hotels and many other accommodation centers.

In August 2020, the spiritual tradition of 
pilgrimage to the holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS) 
was registered on the National Intangible Cultural 
Heritage list by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicrafts.

TEHRAN—Ruins of a centuries-old brick 
building have currently been discovered after 
unauthorized excavators dug trenches in the 
Germi region of Ardabil province, northwest Iran.

Initial assessment suggests the ruins belong to 
a public bathhouse of caravanserai, which date to 
a time from Parthian to Ilkhanid eras, IRIB quoted 
a local official as saying on Tuesday.  

“In the initial investigations, it was determined 
that the discovered brick building was a 
caravanserai or a bathhouse, which was built in a 
time from the Parthian to Ilkhanid period…. More 
details need further investigation,” the official 
explained.

The Parthian Empire, also known as the Arsacid 
Empire, was a major Iranian political and cultural 
power in ancient Iran from 247 BC to 224 CE. The 
Ilkhanid dynasty, also called Il-Khanid, was a 
Mongol dynasty that ruled Iran from 1256 to 1335. 
Il-Khan is Persian for “subordinate khan”.

There are many historical monuments and 
buildings in the Garmi county that are still buried 
under the soil and hills, the official said.

The crumbling structure was found by illegal 
excavators who have been detained to face trial 
and further investigation, the official added.

In the past time, bathhouses or ‘hammams’ in 
Iran were not only places for bathing and cleaning 
up. They had a social concept for people who 
gathered at these places weekly. It was a place 
where people talked with each other about their 
daily life, and shared humors and news. There are 

still bathhouses in Iranian cities but they do not 
have their social function anymore since most 
people have bathrooms in their homes due to a 
modern lifestyle. Bathhouses were also known as 
a gathering place for women, to meet with each 
other and chat for long hours.

Caravanserai or caravansary is a compound word 
combining “caravan” with “sara”; the former stands 
for a group of travelers and the latter means the 
building. They often had massive portals supported 
by elevated load-bearing walls. Guest rooms were 
constructed around the courtyard and stables 
behind them, with doors in the corners of the yard. 
The earliest caravanserais in Iran were built during 
the Achaemenid era (550 - 330 BC). Centuries later, 
when Shah Abbas I assumed power from 1588 to 
1629, he ordered the construction of a network of 
caravanserais across the country.

When Paul Christie started conducting tours on 
Japan’s Nakasendo, an old trade route along the 
post towns of Nagano Prefecture’s Kiso Valley, few 
travellers frequented the trail.

Christie, who has lived on and off in Japan 
since the late 1980s, viewed the route as a great 
opportunity for tourists to see a more authentic 
side of Japan, allowing them to explore the 
country’s history, nature and geography on foot.

Since taking over as CEO of tour operator Walk 
Japan in 2002, Christie has been on a mission 
to spread tourists more evenly across the 
archipelago.

“We’ve been doing this for 20 years and we 
tend to go to places that are not touristy, so we’re 
teasing out the interesting parts of Japan,” the 
United Kingdom native told Al Jazeera.

“This addresses the problems Japan is 

experiencing with ‘overtourism’.”

“Overtourism” was a common talking point 
in Japan’s tourism industry before the COVID-19 
pandemic.

After eight consecutive years of inbound growth, 
Japan received a record 32 million visitors in 2019.

But the rising tide did not raise all boats. Most 
travelers flocked to the Golden Route, running 
from Tokyo through the Osaka-Kyoto-Kobe 
conurbation, putting historical districts, Shinto 
shrines, Buddhist temples and popular museums 
under strain.

Since Japan lifted its pandemic-era border 
restrictions in October last year, concerns about 
unsustainable tourism have returned.

Revitalisation is “part of the company DNA,” 
Christie said.

(Source: Al Jazeera) 

A view of Qaleh Alamut which is nested on top of a hill in the Alborz mountain range. The fortress 
was once sheltering the followers of Hasan-e Sabbah (1070–1124), spiritual leader of Islam’s  

heretical Ismaili sect, known as ‘Assassins’. 
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TEHRAN- During the last two years, the number 
of protected areas under a comprehensive man-
agement plan has increased from 165 to 195, indi-
cating a growth of 18 percent.

“The comprehensive plan studies the condi-
tion of wildlife, vegetation, water, and soil. Based 
on that, the land is classified into several zones,” 
IRNA quoted Hasan Akbari, deputy head of natural 
environment and biodiversity of the Department 
of Environment, as saying on Sunday.

In these zones, parts of the area are considered 
only for protection, parts for recreation and na-
ture tourism, and small parts for administrative 
activities, he explained.

“In fact, zoning and management are done 
based on specific conditions and the use of land.”

A series of restrictions are imposed on these 
zones. For example, road construction or mining 
are banned. These limitations will ultimately lead 
to better management and preservation of the re-
gion, Akbari concluded.

Higher than global average
In 2022, statistics showed that the growth rate 

of protected areas in Iran was higher than in many 
countries so the number of protected sites in Iran 
had risen about 37 times compared with 26 times 
on average in the world from 1962 to 2018.

To preserve the existing biodiversity over the 
wide geographic expanse of Iran, four types of 
areas have been designated for preservation and 
protection, including, national parks, wildlife ref-
uges, protected areas, and natural national mon-
uments. In 1997, the Department of Environment 
(DOE) held supervision over 7,563,983 hectares of 
such areas.

According to the data released last year, 30 na-
tional parks, 170 protected areas, 45 wildlife ref-
uges, and 37 national natural monuments, mea-
suring about 19 million hectares in the area were 
in the country.

Based on the latest studies, about 1,300 species 
of vertebrates, including mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, and aquatic fish, about 30,000 spe-
cies of invertebrates, and 8,000 species of plants 
have been identified in the country.

Following the formation of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), various 
world-class meetings were held between sci-
entists, and new parks with new management 
emerged in different countries. In Iran, too, the 
issue of protection of hunting grounds changed to 
a more general issue, so in 1956, the Hunting Club 
of Iran was formed.

Later, it developed into an organization over-
seeing hunting and fishing activities in the coun-
try. In 1971 the organization changed its name to 

its current one and notably hosted the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands of International Impor-
tance in the city of Ramsar in the same year.

The Convention on Biological Diversity predicts 
that the average protected area in the world will 
reach 30 percent of the total area of a country. 
There was 11.6 percent of the protected areas in 
Iran. Therefore, the DOE introduced 29 areas with 
about 700,000 hectares as new areas to the Min-
istry of Agriculture, but there are some problems.

Of course, despite all these problems, the rate 
of Iran’s protected areas is higher than many 
countries in the world, or over a 40-year period, 
the growth of these areas in Iran is higher than the 
global average, Ali Bali, deputy director of the hab-
itats and regional affairs office of the DOE said.

The global average for protected areas is about 15.7 
percent of a country’s area, although the average in 
countries such as Venezuela, Ecuador, Canada, India, 
and Nepal are above 30 to 40 percent, he noted.

From 1962 to 2018, the average number of 
protected areas in the world increased 26 times, 
compared with 37 times in Iran. Of course, this 
growth had been in terms of the number of pro-
tected areas, but the issue is how large this num-
ber is, he explained.

He pointed to the challenges of protected areas 
and said “One of the main threats to protected ar-
eas is habitat destruction, which may be done by 
government agencies to implement development 
projects or in a more limited area by the locals.”

“The next challenge is mining and mining activi-
ties. We have a big challenge in this area. Mines are 
the most incompatible activities against protect-
ed areas,” he stated, citing poaching as another 
challenge for protected areas.

“Drought, dust, human-made, and natural hazards 
such as wildfires are other challenges that threaten 
these areas, and on the other hand, the development of 
villages in or around protected areas also threatens the 
dynamism of these areas,” he concluded.

TEHRAN- A delegation of Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies will present their prod-
ucts and display their capabilities by setting up a 
pavilion at Turkey’s IT, Software, Communication, 
and New Technologies Exhibition (IMEX). 

A total of 13 Iranian companies will be partici-
pating in the four-day event, which will be held at 
the Istanbul Expo Center from September 14 to 17, 
IRNA reported.

IMEX Istanbul brings together all the sector rep-
resentatives, manufacturers, investors, creators, 
and all business, academia, and R&D professionals 
who are following the consumers, investors, cre-
ators, and practitioners operating under the topics 
of IT and Technology.

All of the main topics that make up the content 
of IMEX Istanbul cover all the products, devices, 
systems, applications, and software that we are 
using today and that will have a much more place 
in our lives in the future.

Armenia expo

Also, a trade and technology delegation is go-
ing to be dispatched to Armenia EXPO 2023 which 
is scheduled to be held from September 22 to 25.

The Center of International Science and Tech-
nology Cooperation (CISTC) will support the dele-
gation, ISNA reported.

Holding B2B meetings is one of the four pro-
grams of CISTC to help develop the international 
market of knowledge-based companies.

This year, the center plans to send 24 knowl-
edge-based companies to different countries.

The companies will also attend business B2B 
meetings at the Armenia Chamber of Commerce, at-
tend a joint meeting with unions as well as technol-
ogy and innovation associations and venture capital 
companies, meet the directors of the Armenian or-
ganization for supporting foreign investment, and 
visit Armenia’s free trade and technology zones.

Science diplomacy
One of the indicators of the growth of science 

diplomacy is conducting joint research between 
two or more countries, Iran has written more 
than a third of its articles in Scopus in 2020 with 
international participation, which is about 30.7 
percent.

In 2019, the articles with international partici-
pation reached 27.4 percent, so compared to 2019, 
Iranian researchers increased their international 
scientific contributions by 3.3 percent.

It should be noted that in 2020 more articles 
were published internationally by Iranian re-
searchers, but nevertheless, the amount of inter-
national participation has increased.

According to the Global Innovation Index (GII 
2022) report, Iran is the second most innovative 
country in the Central and South Asian region and 
the third among low-middle income countries.

Iran ranked 53rd in the world with 7 steps up 
compared to 2021.

According to the 2022 GII, Switzerland, the Unit-
ed States of America, Sweden, England, and the 
Netherlands are the most innovative economies in 
the world, and China is on the verge of entering the 
world’s 10 most innovative countries.

  From page 1   “I convey the IRCS sympa-
thy with those lost loved ones and wish you, 
your staff, and volunteers all the best in hu-
manitarian efforts to render services to the 
vulnerable people.”

Ahmed Mismari, the spokesperson for the 
Libyan National Army (LNA) that controls 
eastern Libya, said in a televised news con-

ference that the disaster came after dams 
above Derna had collapsed, “sweeping whole 
neighborhoods with their residents into the 
sea”.

Mismari put the number of missing at 
5,000-6,000.

Morocco earthquake

On Sunday, the IRCS said it was ready to 
assist Morocco in the ongoing relief opera-
tions following the powerful 6.8-magnitude 
earthquake that struck the North African 
country late on Friday.

“In this hard situation, on behalf of the IRCS 
and myself, I would like to express my condo-
lence to you, your colleagues in the Moroccan 
Red Crescent, and earthquake-affected peo-
ple and convey our sympathy with those lost 
loved ones,” the IRCS head, Pirhossein Ko-
livand, wrote in a message to the vice-pres-
ident of the Moroccan Red Crescent Society, 

Kaddour Kharbouch.

The IRCS is ready to send the medical and 
relief teams to assist humanitarian opera-
tions in Morocco, Kolivand added.

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian sent a message to his 
Moroccan counterpart Nasser Bourita, an-
nouncing the country’s readiness to provide 
assistance to the survivors of the disaster.

Earthquake rescue efforts are underway 
in Morocco as it mourned the victims of the 
disaster that killed more than 2,000 people, 
flattening buildings in cities and villages.

Friday’s 6.8-magnitude quake, Morocco’s 
strongest on record, struck 72km southwest 
of Marrakech, wiping out entire villages in ru-
ral areas.

The government reported at least 2,862 
people died and more than 2,500 were in-
jured.

TEHRAN- Stefan Priesner, the 
United Nations Resident Coordi-
nator for Iran, has said creating a 
fund is a necessity to address the 
issue of sand and dust storms.

“At the opening ceremony [of 
the international conference 
on combating sand and dust 
storms] the respected president 
of Iran announced that the chal-
lenge of sand and dust storms 
is a universal challenge that de-
mands international cooperation 
to be dealt with,” Priesner said in 
an address to the ending cere-
mony of the conference.

Held on September 9-10, the 
Conference was organized by 
the Department of Environment 
based on resolution number 
A77571 of the United Nations 
General Assembly in 2022, with 
the support of the United Na-
tions. The event brought togeth-
er representatives from more 
than 50 countries, highlighting 
the urgency of tackling SDS on a 
global scale.

Priesner added that during the 
two-day event, the impacts of 
sand and dust storms were dis-
cussed and some negotiations 
were also made by the countries 
affected by the predicament.

He went on to say that since 
sand and dust storms is a mul-
tidimensional issue, all the par-
ticipating countries unanimously 
asked for international coopera-
tion in this regard.

“Phenomena like sand and 
dust storms require us to make 
efforts to identify our points of 
strength and reinforce our coop-
eration.”

Half of the natural phenome-
na are caused by human inter-
ventions, which is why all par-

ticipants have asked for taking 
decisive measures concerning 
water and soil, adopting policies 
to prevent soil degradation, and 
creating a fund to solve the prob-
lems, he highlighted.

Environmental degradation a 
global concern

Addressing the conference, 
President Ebrahim Raisi said 
environmental degradation is a 
global concern and is not related 
to a specific climate and country.

“God has placed a law in na-
ture that while humans use wa-
ter, soil, air, and space, they must 
respect the laws governing na-
ture,” he pointed out.

All governments and inter-
national organizations should 
consider themselves obliged to 
these laws, Raisi stressed.

“The issue of water manage-
ment is very important as the 
improper use of water resources 
is undoubtedly one of the main 
causes of sand and dust storms.”

He went on to say that certain 
countries only think about indus-

trial development, which is an 
oppression of humanity and the 
environment.

He referred to consensus and 
convergence as the solution to 
finding a cure for this common 
pain

Environmental protection 
should not be influenced by po-
litical issues, because in this 
case, it will lead nowhere, the 
President highlighted.

Therefore, “yes” to develop-
ment and “no” to environmental 
degradation has been empha-
sized in the Constitution of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Raisi 
said.

Global action to combat SDS
To tackle the rising issue of 

sand and dust storms, which af-
fect over 150 countries across 
the world, coordinated global 
efforts are crucial, said Abdul-
Hakim Elwaer, FAO Assistant 
Director-General, and Regional 
Representative for the Near East 
and North Africa at the Interna-
tional Conference on Combating 
Sand and Dust Storms in Tehran.

In his address on behalf of the 
United Nations Coalition on Com-
bating Sand and Dust Storms, 
Elwaer emphasized the trans-
boundary nature of SDSs, which 
affects over 150 countries and 
poses substantial threats to hu-
man health, food security, trans-
portation, energy, and the envi-
ronment. He pointed out that the 
economic losses resulting from a 
single SDS event can reach hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, fur-
ther underlining the urgency of 
the matter.

Elwaer highlighted the role of 
climate change in exacerbating 
SDS hazards, with changes in 
temperature and precipitation 
levels leading to drought and de-
grading vegetation cover. These 
impacts disproportionately af-
fect farmers and communities 
reliant on natural resources for 
their livelihoods, making it es-
sential to develop sustainable 
practices and policies.

To address this critical issue, 
the United Nations Coalition 
on Combating Sand and Dust 
Storms was established in 2019, 
comprising 19 UN agencies and 
non-UN organizations. Currently 
chaired by FAO, the Coalition is 
mandated to promote knowl-
edge exchange, dialogue, capac-
ity building, and global action 
against SDS.

Moreover, he emphasized the 
importance of implementing the 
Coalition’s strategy and action 
plan to mobilize political will and 
resources and strengthen glob-
al cooperation. He stressed the 
need for international collabo-
ration to mitigate the source and 
reduce the impact of SDS on peo-
ple, societies, and economies.
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Iran working with Green 
Climate Fund 

TEHRAN – The Department of Environment (DOE) is working with 
the United Nations Green Climate Fund (GCF), under the auspices of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), to 
reduce the effects of climate change.

FAO and the Department of Environment as the National Designated 
Authority (NDA) of Green Climate Fund (GCF), partnered to bring together 
local, national, and international stakeholders in a three-day workshop, 
the last one in a series of iterative events held under the project “Green 
Climate Fund Readiness and Preparatory Program of Iran.”

“Throughout the implementation of this Project, FAO as the delivery 
partner has always stayed committed to providing its technical exper-
tise, data, and tools to support the country in its efforts to strengthen 
the national capacities to effectively access and efficiently manage, 
track and guide climate financing with particular attention to the re-
quirements of the GCF,” said Gerold Bödeker, FAO Representative to the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.

همکاری ایران با صندوق اقلیم سبز 
سازمان ملل

سازمان حفاظت محیط زیست به عنوان مرجع رسمی ایران در زمینه حفظ محیط 
زیست با صندوق اقلیم سبز سازمان ملل با محوریت سازمان خواربار و کشاورزی 

ملل متحد )فائو( در راستای کاهش تاثیرات تغییر اقلیم همکاری می‌کند.
فائو و سازمان حفاظت محیط زیست کشور به عنوان مرجع صلاحیت دار ملی 
ایران و صندوق اقلیم سبز با همکاری یکدیگر، این پروژه را پیش بردند و در قالب 
چند برگزاری چند کارگاه اقدامات را بررسی کردند، بر این اساس در آخرین کارگاه، 
ذینفعان محلی، ملی و بین المللی را به عنوان آخرین حلقه از زنجیره رویدادهای 
پروژه »برنامه آماده سازی جمهوری اسلامی ایران برای همکاری با صندوق اقلیم 

سبز« گرد هم آوردند.
گرولد بودِکِر نماینده فائو در جمهوری اسلامی ایران گفت: در طول اجرای 
این پروژه، فائو، به عنوان شریک اجرایی، همیشه متعهد به ارائه تخصص فنی، 
از کشور در تلاش‌های خود  برای حمایت  ابزارهای سیاستی خود  و  داده‌ها 
برای تقویت ظرفیت‌های ملی برای دسترسی موثر و مدیریت کارآمد، ردیابی 
و هدایت تأمین مالی اقدامات اقلیمی با در نظر گرفتن الزامات صندوق اقلیم 

سبز بوده است.
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TEHRAN – “Manaqib-Khani”, an album 
featuring Iranian Islamic music, was 
introduced during a press conference held at 
Tehran’s Art Bureau on Monday. 

Collected by music researcher and scholar, 
Houshang Javid, the album features a 
collection of works performed by various 
veteran Iranian artists. 

Manaqib-Khani is a form of Iranian Islamic 
music that dates back to the ancient times. It 
is played in mosques and religious gatherings 
to celebrate the virtues and the good deeds 
of the prophets and holy figures of Islam. The 
name Manaqib-Khani is a Persian term that 
means “singing stories of virtues.”

Religious music in Iran is not limited only to 

the ceremonial music, Javid said. 

Iranians have always lived with religion 
and that religion, faith, and spirituality are all 
manifested in religious music, he added. 

From weddings to funerals, all Iranian 
ethnic groups mention the names of God, the 
prophet, and the Imams in their celebrations, 
he noted. 

Iranians have learned over centuries how 
to remember God in both mourning and 
celebration, and it is truly beautiful, he stated. 

The principles and roots of Manaqib-
Khani have deep ties to Iranian heritage and 
religion, he said and added: “This art form 
could be registered as a World Heritage by 
UNESCO.”

TEHRAN-The Persian translations of two 
books by the French novelist and playwright 
Honore de Balzac have been released in the 
Iranian market.

The 1830 novella “Gobseck” from his series 
of “The Human Comedy” and the 1836 novel 
“The Old Maid,” both rendered into Persian 
by Mohammad-Jafar Pouyandeh have been 
published by Now Publications.

The plot of Gobseck, set during the French 
Restoration period of 1815 to 1830, is framed 
within a conversation between lawyer Maître 
Derville and the Vicomtesse de Grandlieu. 
Derville tells a story which focuses on Anastasie 
de Restaud, the daughter of a rich bourgeois 
about whom Balzac has written his famous 
work “Father Goriot”.

Anastasie has married into the aristocracy 
but is bored by her marriage, which is loveless 
and passionless. She spends her fortune and 
turns to the usurer Jean-Esther van Gobseck 
for financial assistance. Maitre Derville acts as 
Gobseck’s lawyer, while Derville’s future wife 
is also one of Gobseck’s debtors.

Anastasie’s husband finds out about her 
debts, so he signs a convoluted contract with 
Gobseck which is supposed to benefit his 
and Anastasie’s children. However, Anastasie 
destroys that contract during her irrational 
schemings. Subsequently, both Anastasie’s 
marriage is destroyed and her family fortune 

lost.

Eventually, the elderly Gobseck gains an 
even larger fortune through factoring. Shortly 
after his death, Derville discovers many 
treasures in Gobseck’s home, including loads 
of spoiled food which Gobseck had intended 
to sell.

“The Old Maid” is a novel written in 1836. 
The short and incisive novel stands out for the 
density of its story and its rapid succession of 
events. Balzac takes time to carefully describe 
the house of Mademoiselle Cormon, the old 
maid, in the city of Alençon, before entering 
directly into the heart of the matter.

The portrait of Mademoiselle Cormon is 
one of the most successful in “The Human 
Comedy”. Balzac delivers in this novel one of 
his most nuanced analyses of a provincial 
town’s social, political and financial affairs.

“The Human Comedy”, which presents a 
panorama of post-Napoleonic French life, is 
generally viewed as Honore de Balzac’s magnum 
opus.

It is a multi-volume collection of interlinked 
novels and stories depicting French society in the 
period of the Restoration (1815–30) and the July 
Monarchy (1830–48). It consists of 91 finished 
works (stories, novels, or analytical essays) and 
46 unfinished works (some of which exist only as 
titles).

Frome Page 1   The formation 
of an exclusive union for children 
and youth within the organization 
could act as a means of uniting 
member countries towards a 
bright future of mutual growth 
and development, he mentioned. 

With nine official and four 
observer members, the SCO 
was established by China, 
Russia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan in 
2001. It now represents the 
largest regional market in the 
world.

The organization, a Eurasian 
political, economic, security, 
and defense organization, is 
responsible for 40 percent of 
the world’s population and 28 
percent of global GDP.

In July, Iran finished all 
the procedural measures 
required for the membership 
of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and became a full 

member of the regional bloc.
Iran’s membership was 

announced during the 23rd 

summit of the SCO in New 
Delhi. At the summit, Iran was 
introduced as the ninth member 

of the SCO, with other member 
states welcoming it into the 
organization.

TEHRAN –Ten Iranian short films are 
competing at the 28th edition of the 
Portobello Film & Art Festival, which is 
currently underway in London. 

“Left Handed”, “The Single Horn”, “Silence 
Again”, “Adjustment” and “Thai” are among 
the films. 

Written and directed by Nasrin 
Mohammadpur, “Left Handed” tells the story 
of Maryam, a 38-year-old woman who heads 
a family of four. 

She decides to cut off her right hand 
while working in a poultry slaughterhouse 
because, in this way, she can get more money 
from insurance than losing her left hand to 
pay her debts. To this end, Maryam starts 
to practice with her left hand to do daily 
chores. However, on the appointed day, when 
she intends to amputate her right hand, the 
machine suddenly jams, and Maryam’s left 
hand is accidentally amputated instead of her 
right hand. Therefore, a new fate determines 
for her.

“The Single Horn” by Mohammad Kamal 
Alavi narrates the tale of a young girl who 
ventures into an amusement park to enjoy a 
playtime with her friends, against her family’s 
wishes. When she returns home, she realizes 
that everything has changed. This leads her 

to make a significant decision.
Directed by Mohammad-Kamal Alavi, 

“Silence Again” is about a young woman who 
lives on a hill far from the city, alone and in 
silence. She farms and takes her produce 
to the city on an old motorbike. On the way 
back, a scarecrow catches her eye. The 
woman returns home but she cannot get the 
scarecrow out of her mind.

In “Adjustment”, directed by Mehrdad 
Hassani, 9-year-old Shahrokh has to make 
a decision about whether or not to embrace 
their true gender identity, their true self in 

face of the intolerance within their family and 
village.

Co-directed by Abbas Hosseinzadeh 
and Hesam Hosseini, “Thai” tells the 
story of 14-year-old Ali, who lives with 
his grandmother and drug-dealing uncle. 
Determined to earn his uncle’s respect, Ali 
attempts to prove himself by becoming 
involved in the drug trade but ultimately fails.

Ali harbors romantic feelings for his uncle’s 
girlfriend, Simin, who takes advantage of his 
emotions. She reveals to Ali the harsh reality 
of his mother and brother’s lives, blaming his 
uncle for their struggles. In the end, Ali finds 
himself caught between his loyalty to Simin 
and his desire to earn his uncle’s respect.

Also included are “Let’s Guess” by Fatemeh 
Karbasi Daryan, “Damn employer” by Kiumars 
Sobhani, “Failed” by Arian Lotfalian, “The 
mattress” by Arash Hassanpur and “The Calf” 
by Mostafa Vaziri. 

Portobello Film & Art Festival, which will 
come to an end on September 17, is the UK’s 
biggest independent film competition. 

The festival was created in 1996 as a 
reaction to the moribund state of the British 
film industry, to provide a forum for new 
film-makers and give exposure to movies on 
different formats.

TEHRAN-Five Iranian films 
have been nominated for 
the awards at the 7th Wales 
International Film Festival and 
the winners will be announced 
on September 14 and 15.

The films include “The Locust” 
by Faezeh Azizkhani, “Killing 
A Traitor” by Masoud Kimiai, 
“Motherless” by Morteza Fatemi, 
“Between the Cliffs” by Mokhtar 
Abdollahi, and “Wind of Change” 
by Abbas Rafei, IRNA reported.

The second feature film by 
Azizkhani, “The Locust” will 
compete in both the Best Film 
and the Best Foreign Film 
categories. 

It is about Hanieh, a 40-year-
old woman, who has written a 
film script based on her own 
life. Now she is faced with the 
judgment of the others who call 
her “bastard”.

The 80-minute drama was 
made in 2022 and so far, has been 
screened in several international 
film festivals.

The cast includes Hanieh 
Tavassoli, Pegah Ahangarani, Ali 
Mosaffa, Pedram Sharifi, Ramin 
Sadighi, Amaneh Agharezakashi, 
Ahmad Azizkhani, Majid 
Azizkhani, and Dorna Madani 
among others.

The other four Iranian titles 
have also been included among 
the Best Foreign Film Finalists.

“Killing A Traitor” by the veteran 
filmmaker Kimiai narrates a 
story about the time when the 

Iranian Oil Industry was to be 
Nationalized. When the Iranian 
government faced budget deficits 
due to the fact that the entire 
world stopped acquiring oil 
from the country, Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mossadegh asked 
the people for support. To help 
the Prime Minister, a group of 
university students decided to rob 
the National Bank of Iran.

Amir Aghaei, Poulad 
Kimiai, Mehran Modiri, 
Farhad Aeesh, Sara Bahrami, 
Narges Mohammadi, Pante’a 
Bahram, Reza Yazdani, and 
Sam Derakhshani play in the 
120-minute film that was made 
in 2022.

“Motherless” is about an 
educated, middle-aged couple, 
Amir Ali and Marjan, who lead a 
quiet life. When Marjan insists on 
renting a womb and a surrogate 
mother enters their life, 
unintentionally they go through 

different tests and face moral 
dilemmas.

Made in 2022, the 84-minute-
film has already garnered 
three awards from the Dhaka 
International Film Festival, the 
Bengaluru International Film 
Festival, and London Rainbow 
Film Festival. This is the fifth 
appearance of the film in 
international arena. 

Amir Aghaei, Mitra Hajjar, 
Pejman Jamshidi, and Pardis 
Pourabedini are in the cast 
among others.

Abdollahi’s first feature film, 
“Between the Cliffs” tells the 
story of Ebrahim and his little 
sister Ilma, who tend their cattle 
in the mountains when their 
parents go to town on an errand. 
In a rock crevice, honeybees buzz 
and Ebrahim climbs for their nest. 
Easier said than done – with an 
injured foot, Ebrahim gets stuck 
on a ledge. Now it’s up to Ilma to 

manage on her own.

Hamidreza Gheibi, Andia 
Yahyapour, Maryam Alahmad 
and Esmaeil Moradi are in the 
cast of the film.

A production of 2021, the 
78-minute drama was premiered 
at the national competition 
section of Isfahan Children’s Film 
Festival in Iran and won Grand 
Prix and the Best Child Actress 
Award in the event.

It has so far participated 
in four international events 
including Dhaka International 
Film Festival (January 2023, 
Bangladesh), BUFF Film Festival 
(March 2023, Sweden), CMS 
International Children’s Film 
Festival (April 2023, India) and 
Within the Family Film Festival 
(July 2023, Russia).

Taking part in the Children’s 
Films Competition section of 
the Russian festival, the movie 
grabbed Best Film and Best 
Performance Award.

Rafei’s “Wind of Change” is 
about Sara, who one day finds 
out that her husband is missing. 
She and her teenage daughter 
are left without anyone to rely on. 
Along with one of the neighbors, 
they begin desperately seeking 
him.

Narges Mohmmadi, Fariba 
Naderi, Hana Harandi, Hediyeh 
Bazvand, Mohammad Reza 
Sharifinia, Maryam Boobani, and 
Sam Nouri play in the 86-minute 
movie that is a 2023 production.

“Adjustment” by Iranian director Mehrdad Hassani.
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Happy is he who thinks himself humble, and his work and profit are to 
his heart’s desire; his intention is good and his heart chaste; his conduct 

admirable, and he feels lighter by giving the remainder of his wealth 
to the needy; holds his tongue and checks loquacity; abstains from 

troubling others and follows peace and good will; adopts the Prophet’s 
way in his life and gains happiness; and joins the good by avoiding 

innovations. 
 

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:12:00       Evening: 18:33     Dawn: 4:20 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:45  (tomorrow)

Album featuring Iranian Islamic music 
unveiled in Tehran

Books by Honore de Balzac available  
in Persian

Iran proposes children and youth union at  
SCO meeting

Iranian films line up for Portobello festival

Five nominations for Iranian flicks at 7th Wales  
International Film Festival
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