
8  P a g e s   |   P r i c e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  R i a l s   |   1 . 0 0  E U R O   |   4 . 0 0  A E D   |   4 5 t h  y e a r   |   N o .  1 4 5 8 8   |   S u n d a y    |   S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 2 3  |  S h a h r i v a r  2 6 ,  1 4 0 2   |   R a b i ’  A l  a w w a l  1 ,  1 4 4 5

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O MS t r a i g h t  T r u t h

 Page 3

 I
S

N
A

/ 
M

os
ta

fa
 S

ha
ne

ch
i

 M
eh

r/
 M

an
so

ur
eh

 G
he

lic
hi

Tehran conference: some 
important points on SDSs

By Mohammad Mojabi

TEHRAN - The International Conference on 
Combating Sand and Dust Storms (SDSs) was 
held in Tehran on September 9-10. The event 
was a further step towards the implementation 
of the environmental protection policies of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.

It was also based on Paragraph 15 of the 
general environmental policies of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran specified by the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Based on this paragraph, the country 
is required to strengthen environmental 
diplomacy by endeavoring to create and 
strengthen regional institutions in order to 
stand against sand and dust storms as well 
as water pollution.  Page 7

International illustration 
exhibition on peace to be 

held at IAF
TEHRAN-The Iranian Artists Forum in 

Tehran will host an international illustration 
exhibition with the theme of peace, from 
September 22 to 29.

The artists invited to participate in the 
expo have been selected among those whose 
names were published in the International 
Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) 
Honor List 2020, ISNA reported on Saturday.

The IBBY Honor List is a biennial selection 
of outstanding, recently published books, 
honoring writers, illustrators and translators 
from IBBY member countries. The IBBY 
Honor List is one of the most widespread and 
effective ways of furthering IBBY’s objective 
of encouraging international understanding 
through children’s literature.  Page 8

Iran becomes 3rd top 
oil producer among 
OPEC members: report

TEHRAN - Iran continued to increase its oil pro-
duction in August to reach three million barrels 
per day (bpd) and stand at the third place among 
OPEC top producers, according to figures released 
in the organization’s latest monthly report.

OPEC data showed that Iran’s oil output increased 
by 143,000 bpd or five percent in August compared 
to production figures reported in July, Shana report-
ed. The figures showed that Iran had regained its 
position as the third largest oil producer in OPEC in 
August behind Saudi Arabia and Iraq.

Iran posted the largest increase in oil produc-
tion in OPEC last month, as the country is exempt 
from output cuts introduced by the alliance to 
help boost international oil prices.

Iranian heavy oil prices rose to $87.58 per bar-
rel in August from $81.48 reported in July, OPEC 
data showed.The figures prove earlier reports 
suggesting Iranian oil production and exports 
had reached multi-year record levels in August 
despite U.S. sanctions that restrict the country’s 
ability to engage in normal trade of oil products.

Estimates by international energy firms pub-
lished earlier this month had suggested that 
Iran’s oil exports were nearly 3.15 million bpd in 
August as oil exports from the country reached 
over 2 million bpd.

Private refiners in China accounted for a bulk of 
oil purchases from Iran last month as shipments 
rose to an all-time record of 1.5 million bpd.

Iran’s Oil Minister Javad Oji said earlier this 
month that Iran’s oil production will reach 3.4 mil-
lion bpd by late September.

Separatist groups 
agree to disarm and 
move away from Iran 
border: report

TEHRAN – Iranian Kurdish separatist 
groups have agreed with a proposal from the 
Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) of Iraq 
to put aside their arms and stay away from 
Iran’s border, according to Tasnim. 

Citing a political source in Iraqi Kurdis-
tan, Tasnim said the KRG and the separatist 
groups have reached an agreement regard-
ing Iran based on which the groups will lay 
down their arms and move away from the 
border with Iran. 

“The government of the Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq has practically started the measures 
to remove the Iranian opposition parties 
based in the Kurdistan Region in the border 
strip with Iran,” the source was quoted as 
saying on Saturday. 

The source added, “The opposition parties 
(terrorist separatist groups) have agreed to 
move to the camps already established in Er-
bil and Sulaymaniyah provinces.”

The source continued, “It is never true that the 
opponents have refused to agree to the terms of 
the security agreement between Iran and Iraq, 
and want to resort to military options.”

The source noted, “The opposition parties 
(terrorist separatists) have fully agreed with 
the actions of the Iraqi Kurdistan Regional 
Government.”  Page 3

Prominent Palestinian 
prisoner secures early 
release 

By Ali Karbalaei 
TEHRAN - Israel has freed prominent Pal-

estinian prisoner Khalil Awawdeh earlier 
than he was expected to be released, the Pal-
estinian Prisoner’s Society has announced.

 It is another victory for the Palestinian 
prisoner’s resistance. 

Awawdeh made regional and global head-
lines last year after going on hunger strike 
for 172 days in protest against his admin-
istrative detention by the Israeli regime, by 
holding him without charge or trial. 

“We are an undefeated people in our bat-
tles. We either win or we die,” he was quoted 
as saying last year from Israel’s Ofer Prison. 

In May this year, another high-profile Pal-
estinian prisoner, Khader Adnan, was mar-
tyred following an 87-day hunger strike in an 
Israeli prison.  Page 5

Failure of the chaos revival plan

EU will keep sanctions in place 

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- The U.S. and EU 
compete to exploit the JCO-
PA. Each looking for the larger 
share of the exploitation. 

The European Union and Eu-
ropean trio (E3) decided not to 
lift the arms embargo against 
Iran. Tehran responded to the 
move, saying it is “illegal” and 
contravenes their commit-
ments to the 2015 nuclear deal 
under UN Security Council res-
olution 2231. 

In a joint statement on 
Thursday, the E3 - Britain, 
France, and Germany – said 
they would retain their sanc-
tions in a “direct response to 
Iran’s consistent and severe 
noncompliance” with the nu-

clear accord, officially known 
as the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA). The 
European sides said they 
would keep their sanctions re-
lated to Iran’s nuclear program 
and its development of ballis-
tic missiles.

The measures were to expire 
in October under a timetable 
spelled out in the nuclear deal 
signed in July 2005 between 
Iran, the five permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council 
(Britain, France, China, Russia, 

and the U.S.) Germany, and the 
European Union.

Earlier, Iranian Defense Min-
ister Brigadier General Moham-
mad Reza Ashtiyani had an-
nounced that the ending of the 
arms embargo would lead to 
the establishment and develop-
ment of strategic relations with 
all independent and aligned 
countries, especially neighbors 
and Muslim countries.

The EU’s exploitation of the 
JCOPA can be traced back to 2018 
when Donald Trump ordered the 

U.S. pullout from the JCOPA.

Following the U.S. with-
drawal in May 2018, the EU 
suggested an initiative, IN-
STEX, to remain committed to 
the nuclear agreement.

The Instrument in Support 
of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX) 
was a European special-pur-
pose vehicle (SPV) established 
on 31 January 2019. Its mission 
was to facilitate non-USD and 
non-SWIF transactions with 
Iran to avoid breaking U.S. 
sanctions.

In September 2019, Iran’s 
then Foreign Minister Javad 
Zarif said to the EU, “You are 
not going to do a favor to Iran, 
you are going to fulfill your ob-
ligations.”  Page 2

he Foreign Ministry says the move 
by the EU and E3 is “illegal” and 
contravenes their commitments 

to the nuclear deal under UN 
resolution 2231. 

Report

Op-ed

Iranians preferred outing 
over unrest

Isa Tabatabaei 
honored

TEHRAN- Hojjat al-Islam Seyyed 
Isa Tabatabaei, the representative of 
Imam Khomeini (RA) and Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution in Lebanon 
was honored on Friday at the 8th 
International Meeting of Mujahideen 
Abroad.

The meeting was held on 
September 15 in the city of Damghan, 
Semnan province. 

Isa Tabatabaei is one of the 
important figures in supporting 
Shiites and fighting poverty in 
Lebanon.

The cleric was honored and his 
stamp and biography were unveiled 
as well. 

Prominent political and military 
figures as well as representatives of 
the resistance groups attended the 
ceremony.  Page 2
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POLITICS
US, EU in an exploitation race 

From page 1   Iran’s foreign 
minister at the time added that 
the Europeans had violated their 
commitments, which have noth-
ing to do with America’s actions. 

After the withdrawal of the 
United States from the JCPOA, 
which the Europeans were aware 
of, the Europeans came up with 
a harsh policy and made 11 com-
mitments and repeated these 11 
commitments several times and 
did not implement these com-
mitments, Zarif stressed. 

“This means that they violated 
both their JCPOA commitments 
and the commitments they made 
after America’s withdrawal,” 
stated Zarif.

The E3’s recent decision about 
not lifting Iran’s arms embargo 
brought the reaction of the coun-
try’s Foreign Ministry, saying the 
EU and E3’s lack of commitment 
in reaction to Iran’s nuclear mea-
sures “is void of any logic”. 

Iran’s loyalty to the terms of 
the JCOPA agreement was in line 
with keeping the “window of di-
plomacy” open and de-escalat-
ing tensions, according to the 
Foreign Ministry. 

The IAEA Director General Ra-
fael Mariano Grossi visited Iran 
in early March 2023, and the visit 
contained high-level meetings 
between the IAEA chief and the 
Iranian authorities. 

The meeting ended with a joint 
statement by the Atomic Ener-
gy Organization of Iran (AEOI) 

and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), the two 
sides agreed on steps toward 
enhanced cooperation and wider 
agreements.

There is no doubt that Iran will 
give a proper response to the EU 
and E3 for their “illegal,” “provoc-
ative,” and “flagrant violation” in 
violating their commitments, the 
Foreign Ministry said. 

The ministry said the Europe-
ans’ actions go against the terms 
of “the JCPOA and UN Security 
Council resolution 2231”. 

Pointing to Iran’s cooperation 

with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdolla-
hian termed Europe’s non-com-
pliance after Trump’s withdrawal 
from the JCPOA as a “play with 
time.”

“They cannot ask for negotia-
tions on the one hand, and on the 
other hand, increase the pres-
sure on Iran by repeating and 
continuing wrong policies,” add-
ed the top Iranian diplomat.

Amir Abdollahian stated that 
three European countries are 
trying to abandon their obliga-

tions by applying “false pres-
sure”. 

The Europeans were supposed 
to keep their commitments, but 
they played with time and did 
not take a single step in fulfilling 
them.

Emphasizing that Iran was 
the most committed party to its 
obligations, Amir Abdollahian 
stressed that Iran would take 
actions within the framework of 
the JCPOA, no matter how much 
the other parties compromise or 
distance themselves from their 
commitments.

TEHRAN – The Iranian Foreign 
Ministry late on Friday said a small 
number of Western countries are 
not entitled to shed “crocodile 
tears” for the Iranian nation.

The reaction by the ministry 
came after the U.S., Canada, Brit-
ain and a small number of Euro-
pean Union countries on Friday 
imposed more sanctions on Iran 
ahead of the one-year anniversa-
ry of the death of Mahsa Amini.

“Countries that have regularly 
committed the harshest violence 
against their own citizens, espe-
cially against women and minori-
ties, people of color, aboriginals, 
natives and immigrants and have 
never had the least courage to 
strongly protest or condemn the 
crimes of the child-killing Zion-
ist regime have no right to shed 
crocodile tears for the Iranian na-
tion,” Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Nasser Kanaani said in a press 
release.

In a statement on Friday, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said, “Mahsa’s tragic and sense-
less death in the custody of Iran’s 
so-called ‘Morality Police’ sparked 
demonstrations across Iran that 
were met with unspeakable vi-
olence, mass arrests, systemic 
internet disruptions and censor-
ship by the Iranian regime.” 

Kanaani described such moves 
and meddlesome remarks as 
“laughable and hypocritical 
shows”.

“Unfortunately, certain sides 
that have a dark historical re-
cord on human rights issues and 
women in a coordinated move 
and despicable efforts have is-
sued worthless political state-
ments to provoke sedition in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran by beat-
ing the drums of repetitive and 
ineffective sanctions,” Kanaani 
pointed out.  

The Foreign Ministry official 
despised the “unlawful and un-
diplomatic” moves of these coun-
tries and said it is better for the 
Europeans to acknowledge that 
the continuation of such “uncon-
structive behaviors will never 
meet their interests and should 
adopt a new policy based on re-
spect toward the great and civ-
ilized Iranian nation and the na-
tional sovereignty of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran”.  

The ministry spokesman con-
cluded his remarks by saying 

that it is quite clear that the 
“far-sighted” Iranian people and 
the government as well as re-
sponsible security bodies will not 
waver in upholding “collective 
security” under the negative pro-
paganda and biased moves of the 
Western sides. 

In a separate statement, The 
U.S. Treasury Department also 
said it imposed sanctions on 
more than two dozen people and 
entities it said were connected to 
what it called “violent suppres-
sion” of protests in the wake of 
Amini’s death.

The action targets 29 peo-
ple and groups, including 18 key 
members of the IRGC and Iran’s 
Law Enforcement Forces (LEF), as 
well as the head of Iran’s Prisons 
Organizations, the department 
said. They also target officials 
linked to Iran’s internet blockade 
and several media outlets.

Douran Software Technologies 
CEO Alireza Abedinejad as well 
as media organizations Press TV, 
Tasnim and Fars news agencies 
were also among those sanc-
tioned.

The UK government also an-
nounced sanctions against sev-
eral Iranian officials, including the 
culture minister, his deputy and 
the mayor of Tehran.

West not entitled to shed crocodile tears for Iranians: Foreign Ministry 

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian said on Friday that Iran will never 
tie its interests to the East or the West.

However, the chief diplomat said, Iran will 
cooperate with any country in the East or the 
West that meets Iranian interests.

“Neither the East nor the West is not just a 
slogan, but part of the Constitution and our 
belief. Therefore, we will not tie (the inter-
ests of) the country to China, the U.S., Russia 
or Europe, rather we will cooperate with any 
country in the East and the West that meets 
our interests based on mutual respect,” Amir 
Abdollahian told a meeting.

“Neither the East nor the West” is a principle 
that was adopted in the early days of the Is-
lamic Revolution in 1979.

The minister went on to say that Iran will be 
actively present in every international event 
that will meet the national interests on the 
basis of the country’s “dignified diplomacy”.

However, he said, Iran has never abandoned 
the resistance front and will never do so.

He added Iran will try to present a “correct 
understanding” of the resistance front to offi-
cials in the region and beyond.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the foreign min-
ister said Iran will never cross the red line in 
seeking to restore the nation’s absolute rights 
in the talks aimed at lifting the sanctions.

On Washington’s move to waive sanctions 
to allow the transfer of $6 billion in frozen 
Iranian funds from South Korea to Qatar, Amir 
Abdollahian said the money would be released 
within the framework of SWIFT, according to 
Press TV.

The foreign minister said on the basis of the 
agreement between Tehran and Washington, 
Iran can use the money to meet its needs.

On September 11, U.S. President Joe Biden’s 
administration issued a blanket waiver for in-
ternational banks to transfer $6 billion in fro-

zen Iranian assets from South Korea to Qatar 
with no concern about the sanctions.

The report released on September 12 said 
the Biden administration has also agreed to 
release five Iranian citizens held in the United 
States. The five detainees were identified as 
Mehrdad Moein Ansari, Kambiz Attar Kashani, 
Reza Sarhangpour Kofrani, Amin Hassanza-
deh, and Kaveh Lotfollah Afrasiabi.

Amir Abdollahian says Iran won’t link national interests  
to the East or West

From page 1   Among those participating 
were Sheikh Abdullah al-Daqqaq, representa-
tive of Ayatollah Sheikh Isa Qassim who is the 
leader of the Bahraini Shiites in Iran; Ibrahim 
Mohammad Deilami, Yemen’s ambassador 
to Iran; Brigadier General Kioumars Heydari, 
commander of the Iranian Army’s Ground 
Force; Dr. Ghazizadeh Hashemi, the Iranian 
vice president for the disabled war veterans 
and martyrs’ families; the former IRGC chief 
Yahya Rahim Safavi who currently serves as 
top military advisor to the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, etc.

Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahi-
an was one of the prominent speakers of the 
meeting.

Amir Abdollahian called Isa Tabatabaei “a 
mujahid from Semnan and Damghan to Leb-
anon” who played a valuable role in promot-
ing the resistance movements in Lebanon and 
Palestine.

The foreign minister also called Isa Tabata-
baei an old friend of Imam Musa Sadr.

Isa Tabatabaei was born in Najaf, Iraq. He 
visited Iran as a teenager and continued his 
theological studies in Damghan and Qom 
seminaries. He visited Lebanon during the 
despotic reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. 

Addressing the meeting, the Hezbollah rep-
resentative said, “Hojjat al-Islam Seyyed Isa 
Tabatabaei highlighted the pure Islamic views 
in Lebanon and transferred the jihadi spirit of 
the late Imam (Khomeini) to many of the youth 
in the country (Lebanon).”

Hojjat al-Islam Nazar called Isa Tabatabaei 
a “leading figure” who did great services for 
Lebanon and had a high influence on the re-
sistance front.

The representative of Ayatollah Sheikh Isa 
Qassim also praised Isa Tabatabaei for helping 
establish the Al Manar television network in 
support of Muslim nations. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, al-Daqqaq said 
the Islamic world, with the initiative of the 
leaders of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has 
turned threats into opportunities. 

TEHRAN - Iran’s security forces have ar-
rested a team linked to terrorist groups that 
had plotted to open fire at people in an illegal 
gathering in the western province of Kurdis-
tan on the first anniversary of last year’s for-
eign-back riots.

The terrorists had entered Iran from Iraq’s 
Kurdistan region and sought to carry out the 
shooting attack in the city of Saqqez on Satur-
day, Tasnim reported.

The security forces thwarted the plot and 
arrested four individuals.

Weapons and equipment, including Kalash-
nikov rifles, handguns, hunting shotguns, two 
sets of Iranian military force uniforms, and a 
number of cold weapons were also confiscat-
ed from the terrorists, according to Press TV.

The discovery of Iranian military forces’ uni-
forms shows that the terrorists had hatched a 
plot to shoot at the people and accuse the Ira-
nian law enforcement forces of a criminal act.

Terrorist groups based in Iraq’s Kurdistan 
region have staged several attacks inside Iran 

concurrent with the 2022 riots in the country.

Last month, IRGC chief Major General Hos-
sein Salami warned of a new plot by enemies 
to stir unrest in the country on the anniversary 
of the riots that broke out following the death 
of Mahsa Amini, a woman of Kurdish descent.

The 22-year-old Amini died in hospital in 
Tehran on September 16, 2022, three days af-
ter she fainted at a morality police station.

Despite clarifications on the circumstanc-
es surrounding her death, protests erupted 
in the country, which later turned violent and 
led to attacks on security officers and acts of 
vandalism against public property as well as 
police vehicles and ambulances.

The foreign-backed violent riots claimed 
dozens of lives from both security forces and 
innocent people as the Western media and 
Persian-language news networks continued 
to instigate unrest in Iran.

“The enemy intends to sow sedition once 
again on the anniversary” of the riots that 
broke out in September last year, Salami said.

TEHRAN - The IRGC chief has warned Israel 
that threats against Iran will only shorten the 
life of the Zionist regime, telling Tel Aviv offi-
cials to go ahead with their assassination op-
erations against Iran if the previous ones led 
to more security for the occupation regime.

The remarks by Major General Hossein Sal 
came a few days after David Barnea, direc-

tor of Israel’s spy agency Mossad, threat-
ened to hit Iran’s “highest echelon … in the 
heart of Tehran.”

General Salam said while the Zionist regime 
is on the path to extinction it makes hollow 
threats against Iran.

“The Zionists are grappling with many 
problems, and signs of their decline are 
evident. Thus, they have resorted to emp-
ty rhetoric and threats to assassinate our 
commanders,” the top military commander 
said, according to Press TV.

“Go ahead if your previous assassination 
operations have increased your security. How-
ever, you should know that if you make threats 
against [Iran’s] security, we will have more 
options and your life will be cut short,” Salami 
said while addressing a group of persons ac-
tive in cyberspace. 

Isa Tabatabaei honored

Armed attack on illegal rally in 
western Iran foiled, terrorists arrested

‘Go ahead with assassinations if previous 
ones increased your security,’ IRGC tells Israel

EU will keep sanctions in place 



Iran handed tough 
2023 FIFA U17 
World Cup draw 
TEHRAN - Iran have been handed a tough 

draw in the group stage of the 2023 FIFA U17 
World Cup in Indonesia, following Friday’s 
draw in Zurich. 

The young Persians are pitted against 
England, Brazil and New Caledonia in 
Group C. 

The competition will be held in Jakarta, 
Indonesia from Nov. 10 to Dec. 2. 

The full draw is as follows:
Group A: Indonesia, Ecuador, Panama, 

Morocco

Group B: Spain, Canada, Mali, Uzbekistan

Group C: Brazil, Iran, New Caledonia, 
England, 

Group D: Japan, Poland, Argentina, Senegal

Group E: France, Burkina Faso, Korea 
Republic, the U.S.

Group F: Mexico, Germany, Venezuela, New 
Zealand

Iran basketball 
stars Yakhchali, 
Amini miss 2022 
Asian Games
TEHRAN – Two basketball stars Behnam 

Yakhchali and Mohammad Amini will not play 
for Iran in the 2022 Asian Games.

Yakhchali currently plays for German club 
Gladiators Treves and Amini is a member of 
French club AS Monaco Basket.

The European clubs have not allowed their 
players to join Team Melli for the 2022 Asian 
Games.

Team Melli are drawn in Group A along with 
Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

Group B consists of China, Mongolia, 
Lebanon and Chinese Taipei.

Jordan, the Philippines, Bahrain and 
Thailand are in Group C and Japan, South 
Korea, Indonesia and Qatar are drawn in 
Group D.

The 19th Asian Games are scheduled to 
be held from Sept. 23 to Oct. 8 in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang Province, China.

Iran ready for 
U17WAC qualifiers 
TEHRAN - Eight teams have their sights 

set on overcoming one final qualifying hurdle 
to secure their place at the AFC U17 Women’s 
Asian Cup Indonesia 2024. 

The second round of Qualifiers will run 
from Sept. 19 to 24 and involves two groups 
of four, with the top two teams from each 
to join the three highest-seeded sides from 
the AFC U16 Women’s Championship Thailand 
2019 – current holders Japan, DPR Korea and 
China PR - and hosts Indonesia in the Finals. 

The ninth edition of the AFC U17 Women’s 
Asian Cup is set to be played between April 7 
and 20 in 2024 and is the third edition – after 
2011 and 2019 – to feature two qualifying 
rounds.

Thailand and Vietnam will serve as 
centralised hosts for Group A and B 
respectively, which will both be contested in 
a single round-robin league format. 

The only former champion among the 
eight teams, Korea Republic will open the 
qualifying campaign against Group A rivals 
India on Sept. 19 at the Buriram City Stadium.

Thailand will get their campaign underway 
in the evening as they face Iran at the same 
venue. Third in 2005, the Thais are aiming to 
join China PR and Japan as the only teams to 
appear at every edition – Korea Republic are 
the only other side who can do likewise – and 
come up against an Iran outfit looking for a 
third qualification after successfully making 
it to the 2013 and 2015 editions.

Group B consists of Australia, Bangladesh, 
Vietnam and the Philippines. 

Swedish forward 
Bahoui arrives in 
Tehran 
TEHRAN – Swedish forward Nabil Bahoui 

arrived in Tehran Friday night to finalize his 
deal with Persepolis football team.

The 32-year-old winger will join the Iranian 
team on a one-year contract. 

He has most recently played at Qatar SC.

Persepolis had also been linked with 
Ecuadorian striker Felipe Caicedo.

Bahoui has also represented Sweden’s 
national team in 2014-15.

He started his playing career in his 
homeland team IF Brommapojkarna and 
has also played at Germany’s Hamburger 
SV, Switzerland’s Grasshoppers and Saudi 
Arabia’s Al-Ahli.

Women’s basketball 
move up 26 places: 
FIBA rankings
TEHRAN - Iran’s women’s basketball team 

moved up 26 places to 52nd in the latest 
FIBA women’s world rankings released on 
Thursday.

The top five teams remained unchanged 
and the U.S. continue to lead the rankings.

Iran achieved a stellar rise of 26 places to 
52nd after moving to 135 points after they 
made the title game of the FIBA Women’s 
Asia Cup Division B 2023 in Bangkok.

Hamed Haddadi 
to continue with 
Sichuan Blue 
Whales

TEHRAN - Iranian basketball center Hamed 
Haddadi will continue his playing career with 
Sichuan Blue Whales.

Haddadi announced his retirement from 
the Iranian national team at the 2023 Fiba 
World Cup, shortly after Iran lost to Lebanon 
73-81 in Jakarta in early September.

The 38-year-old player, who joined Sichuan 
in 2023, will continue his playing career with 
the Chinese club.

He finished his final FIBA Basketball World 
Cup with averages 10 points, 6.3 rebounds, 
3.5 assists and 1.6 blocks per game - moving 
into the top-five for blocks in World Cup 
history with 31 rejections.

Haddadi was the first Iranian to play in the 
National Basketball Association (NBA) when 
he debuted with the Memphis Grizzlies in 
2008.

Sepahan docked 
four points: IPL
TEHRAN – Sepahan football club have been 

docked four points for violating financial 
regulations.

The Isfahan-based team, which were 
leading the Iran Professional League (IPL) 
table with 12 points, dropped to fourth place 
in the table.

Sepahan have been handed a four-point 
penalty by the Disciplinary Committee.

Persepolis now lead the table with 10 
points out of four matches. 
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IRAN IN FOCUS
Failure of the chaos revival plan

TEHRAN – Iran has reacted to recent U.S. 
accusations against Iran regarding the war in 
Ukraine, describing them as “baseless.”

In a letter to the United Nations Security 
Council, Iranian Ambassador to the UN Amir 
Saeid Iravani said the U.S. accusations against 
Iran are unsubstantiated. 

“Upon instructions from my Government, 
I am writing in response to the letter dated 
11 September 2023, from the Permanent 
Representatives of the United States of 
America to the United Nations addressed to the 
President of the Security Council (S/2023/661), 
wherein the United States, in continuation of its 
repeated and baseless accusations and spread 
of misinformation, has once again attempted to 
level unsubstantiated claims against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran about the ongoing conflict in 
Ukraine,” Iravani said in the letter.

He added, “We underscore once more that the 
United States’ repeated and unjustified request 
to the Secretariat to conduct the so-called 
investigation into the alleged violation of resolution 
2231 lacks a legal basis. Neither resolution 2231 nor 
the relevant Note by the President of the Security 
Council (S/2016/44) authorize such an unlawful 
mandate. We reiterate our call to the Secretariat 
of the United Nations to diligently fulfill its 
mandate, as outlined in the note of the President 
of the Security Council (S/2016/44). Considering 
Article 100 of the United Nations Charter, the UN 
Secretariat must resist yielding to the influence 
exerted by the United States and certain member 
states acting in bad faith and refrain from 
legitimizing baseless and politically motivated 
claims lacking proper substantiation.”

The Iranian ambassador continued, “I would 
also like to take this opportunity to categorically 
reject the identical baseless allegations made 

against my Country by certain Member States of 
the Security Council during the UN Security Council 
briefings under the agenda items of “Maintenance 
of peace and security of Ukraine” and “Threats to 
international peace and security” that were held on 
21 and 26 July, 17 August and 12 September 2023 
(S/PV.9382, S/PV.9386, S/PV.9399, S/PV.9415), as 
well as an unwarranted reference made to Iran in a 
so-called joint statement by the United States and 
certain states on 30 August 2023 regarding the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. I reiterate 
that the Islamic Republic of Iran has consistently 
upheld its commitments under international law 
and the United Nations Charter and maintains 
a clear and consistent position on the ongoing 
conflict in Ukraine.”

Iran has long rejected any form of military 
involvement in the Ukraine war. Nevertheless, 
the West continues to level accusations against 
Iran in this regard. 

Iran rejects U.S. ‘baseless’ accusations regarding Ukraine war

Frome Page 1   On March 19, 
Iran and Iraq inked a security 
agreement in Baghdad that 
includes coordination in protecting 
border security between the two 
countries.

Iran has repeatedly warned the 
local authorities in Iraqi Kurdistan 
that it will not tolerate the 
presence and activity of militant 
groups along its northwestern 
borders, threatening a decisive 
response if those areas become 
a hive of activities against the 
Islamic Republic.

Iran has set a deadline for 
the KRG and Iraq’s central 

government to tackle the issue of 
separatist groups. The deadline 

would end on September 19 and 
Iranian officials signaled that it 
won’t be extended. 

“Iran’s stance is quite clear. 
According to the agreement 
reached with the Iraqi 
government, the final deadline 
for the disarmament of the 
terrorist and separatist forces in 
Iraq’s Kurdistan region ends on 
September 19 and that deadline 
will not be extended in any 
way,” Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani said 
earlier this month. 

Separatist groups agree to disarm and move away from Iran border: report

TEHRAN – Iranian Defense Minister 
Mohammad Reza Ashtiyani has criticized 
the U.S. decision to offload Iranian oil cargo 
seized by Washington, waning that Tehran 
won’t let the move go unanswered. 

“This move is a robbery on the part of the 
U.S. And it is by no means acceptable in the 
world. If such a move takes place, we will 
definitely respond in kind. And we can even 
take a larger action but we have limited 
our response to what we’re discussing,” 
Ashtiyani said, according to IRIB News.

The defense minister said Iran expects 
the U.S. to refrain from seizing Iranian oil. 
“We are stationed in a strategic and very 
important place. Energy shipping lines pass 
through this region. And we are dominating 
these lines. Therefore, if we decide to 
broaden the scope of countering the U.S., 

we will have such an option at our disposal,” 
Ashtiyani continued.

The warning comes after the U.S. 
Department of Justice confirmed for the 
first time earlier this month that the U.S. 
had seized cargo containing nearly one 
million barrels of Iranian oil. 

It said the oil is “the subject of a civil 
forfeiture action” after the shipping 
company operating the oil-carrying 
vessel, Suez Rajan Limited, pleaded guilty 
to conspiring to violate U.S. sanctions, 
according to Al Jazeera. 

“This is the first-ever criminal resolution 
involving a company that violated sanctions 
by facilitating the illicit sale and transport 
of Iranian oil and comes in concert with 
a successful seizure of over 980,000 
barrels of contraband crude oil,” the Justice 

Department said in a statement.

Iran has long opposed the U.S. seizing 
Iranian oil under the pretext of violating the 
unilateral sanctions imposed by Washington. 

Tensions over the seizure of Iranian oil 
comes against a backdrop of diplomatic 
talks between Tehran and Washington over a 
range of issues, including prisoner swap. 

Defense chief warns U.S. against offloading Iranian oil

By Soheila Zarfam
TEHRAN – In the run-up to the 

first anniversary of the death of 
Mahsa Amini, Western officials and 
their Farsi-language media outlets 
launched a concerted campaign to 
portray themselves as supporting 
the Iranian people.

But the truth is quite different. 

U.S. President Joe Biden and 
his wife Jill Biden issued a formal 
statement a day before the 
anniversary to allegedly show their 
support for the Iranian people. 
Fudging the truth about Mahsa 
Amini’s death, the U.S. president 
and his wife wrote, “Today—as we 
remember Mahsa’s tragic death—
we reaffirm our commitment to 
the courageous people of Iran who 
are carrying on her mission. They 
are inspiring the world with their 
resilience and resolve. And together 
with our allies and partners, we 
stand with them.”

Other Western leaders were keen 
to catch up, too. 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
shared a post reading, “Women, Life, 
Freedom,” on Instagram, a widely 
used slogan referring to the unrest 
that took place in the aftermath of 
the death of Mahsa Amini. 

Concurrently, the U.S. and its 
Western allies slapped a new batch 
of sanctions targeting several Iranian 
officials and entities, including some 
Iranian news organizations, a move 
that runs counter to championing 
freedom of expression. 

The Western superficial 

expressions of support for the Iranian 
people come at a time when their 
cruel economic sanctions target the 
very people of Iran. And that is not 
the side effect of sanctions. Rather, 
it’s the main purpose of sanctions.  

Richard Nephew, a former 
U.S. official noted for his role in 
designing sanctions against Iran, 
has outlined how U.S. sanctions 
ended up imposing pain on the 
Iranian people in his seminal book, 
“The Art of Sanctions.” 

Nephew contextualizes U.S. 
sanctions strategy within the 
concepts of pain and resolve, 
meaning that in the case of Iran, the 
U.S. inflicts economic pain on Iran 
in order to force it into changing its 
resolve vis-à-vis the U.S. But this 
pain is mostly applied to ordinary 
people in a bid to get them to revolt 
against the government.

This has exactly been the case 
with the U.S.’s Iran policy in recent 

years. In this context, the death of 
Mahsa Amini provided the West 
with a palpable catalyst. Since 
September 2022, the U.S. and its 
Western allies used everything in 
their power to pit a sanctions-weary 
Iranian population against their 
government. The monthslong Mahsa 
Amini unrest eventually faded away, 
but the Western determination to 
keep the embers of unrest burning 
is far from the end, with the first 
anniversary of the death of the 
Iranian girl being exploited to re-
ignite the unrest.

But the response from the Iranian 
people was telling. While Western-
based Farsi-language media outlets 
joined forces to prod Iranians back 
into the streets, Iranian people from 
all hues were ready to go out: but 
not for what the West hoped for. 
Rather for performing pilgrimage 
or simply lounging on the banks of 
rivers and seas.

Some estimates showed that 
more than eight million Iranians 
took advantage of the days-long 
public holiday to pay a visit to the 
shrine city of Mashhad, where the 
shrine of the eighth imam of the 
Twelver Shia is located.

Iran’s bucolic beaches of the 
north were a top destination, too. 
According to some estimates, about 
one million, mainly from Tehran, 
headed north at a time when they 
were supposed to provide catchy 
slogans and fantastic protest 
photos from Tehran for the Western 
mainstream media.

The much-vaunted anniversary 
protest wave turned out to be less 
than a bubble. It was much ado 
about nothing. At the end of the 
day, the Iranian people showed their 
contempt for any calls for unrest. 
It remains to be seen whether the 
West will discontinue its efforts 
to foment unrest in light of what 
happened on Saturday, or more 
exactly what has not happened.

A year into the death of Mahsa 
Amini, the Iranian people came 
to understand that those who 
inundated them with sanctions 
cannot be genuine supporters of 
freedom. The U.S. and its European 
allies have been the main reason 
why so many Iranian people are 
going through economic hardships. 
A growing number of Iranians 
are increasingly coming to the 
conclusion that the West has been 
exploiting their woes to achieve 
nefarious political gains.  

Iranians preferred 
outing over unrest



TEHRAN – The managing director of 
Iran’s Construction and Development of 
Transportation Infrastructures Company 
(CDTIC) announced that five freeways 
with a length of 293 kilometers and four 
railways will be inaugurated in the country 
by the end of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 20, 2024).

Kheirollah Khademi said the average 
freeway construction in the country is 
86 kilometers per year, and with these 
operations, freeways have been built nearly 
three times the annual average.

Stating that four projects with a length 
of 407 kilometers are under construction 
in the railway sector, he added: “The 
average construction of railway lines 
was 200 kilometers per year, and if these 
projects are put into operation, we have 
built double the annual average of railway 
lines.”

Some 300 kilometers of highways and 
main roads have been inaugurated across 
Iran on the occasion of Government 
Week (August 24-30), an official with 
the Construction and Development of 

Transportation Infrastructure Company 
has announced.

“On the occasion of Government 
Week, 300 kilometers of roads and 
highways went operational in the west, 
south and east of the country with the 
aim of developing international transit 
and promoting tourism in different 
provinces,” Mohammadreza Kadkhoda-
Zadeh said.

According to the official, over 750 
kilometers of highways, main roads, 
and freeways are also going to be 
completed by the end of the current 
Iranian calendar year (late March 2024), 
IRNA reported.

“The physical progress of most of 
the transportation projects underway 
is above 70 percent and these projects 
are of great importance in terms of 
organizing traffic in various provinces,” 
Kadkhoda-Zadeh said.

The official put the investment needed 
for completing the mentioned projects 
at about 180 trillion rials (about $361 
million).

TEHRAN - The head of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Railways (known as RAI) 
has said that the basis for the jump in the 
rail transport of goods originating and 
destined for China through Iran is being 
prepared and soon the rail transit with 
the Asian country through Iran’s Sarakhs 
border will increase significantly.

Speaking to the press on the sidelines 
of a visit to Mashhad railway station in 
northeastern Iran on Friday, Miad Salehi 
said: “In the meetings we had with the 
Chinese officials, Iran’s rail capacities and 
the infrastructure that we can provide for 
the passage of Chinese goods through Iran 
were explained.”

TEHRAN- The managing director of 
National Iranian Oil Products Distribution 
Company (NIOPDC) announced that the 
record of gasoline consumption in the country 
was broken by registering the consumption 
of 137 million liters of gasoline per day, at the 
same time as the intercity traffic increased in 
the last days of summer.

Stating that the record of daily gasoline 
consumption in the last days of Shahrivar (the 
last month of summer in the Iranian calendar 
year) has been broken at the same time as 
inter-city and intra-city traffic has increased, 
especially in the northern and northeastern 
regions of the country, Ali-Akbar Nejad-Ali 
said that it is while the average consumption 
of gasoline since the beginning of Shahrivar 
(August 23) this year has been 122 million 
liters.

In mid-August, Oil Minister Javad Oji also 
said that there are currently 4,400 active gas 
stations across the country.

“This year, we have had a nearly seven 
percent increase in traffic compared to 

last year, and the average daily gasoline 
consumption has been 17-20 million liters 
more than the same period last year,” Oji said.

The minister noted that despite the 
increase in consumption there is no concern 
about fuel supply.

Gasoline storage in the country has been 
150 million liters more than last year’s same 
period, he said.

Touching upon the condition of fuel supply 
to the country’s power plants, the official 
said for the first time in the country, five 
billion liters of liquid fuel have been stored 
in power plants, adding that this storage 
includes three billion liters of diesel and two 
billion liters of fuel oil.

Stating that the storage of fuel in the 
country is favorable and the export of 
diesel has started since last month, the 
oil minister noted that the construction of 
the Pars pipeline (Mehraran-Fasa-Shiraz 
pipeline) has been approved by the Supreme 
Economic Council and its construction will 
begin soon.

TEHRAN – The operational 
capacity of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) fleet 
has increased by 153 percent in 
Chabahar Port due to the increase 
of investment in the port which 
has made it possible for ships with 
higher capacity to commute to this 
port, Mana reported.

According to the IRISL Office 
of Public Relations, due to the 
appropriate investment made 
in the infrastructures of Shahid 
Beheshti Port of Chabahar for the 
traffic of ships with high intakes, 
the IRISL started to establish 
regular shipping lines in this port 
as of September 2022, which 
caused a jump in the loading and 
unloading of goods at the port 
compared to last year.

According to official data, the 
IRISL fleet managed to load and 
unload 15,166 TEU of container 
goods in the first five months of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 22- August 22), which is 
a significant performance jump 
compared to previous years.

It is worth noting that the 
total loading and unloading of 
containers in this port in the 
Iranian year 1400 (ended on March 
20, 2022) was about 1,478 TEU.

Considering the current trend, 
it is predicted that the volume of 
unloading and loading of container 
goods in Chabahar Port (Shahid 
Beheshti) will reach 40,000 TEU 
by the end of this year (late March 
2024). The figure will be about 25 
times more than that of the year 
1400.

As Iran’s only oceanic port on the 
Gulf of Oman, Chabahar Port holds 
great significance for the country 
both politically and economically. 
The country has taken serious 
measures to develop this port in 
order to improve the country’s 
maritime trade.

The port consists of Shahid 
Kalantari and Shahid Beheshti 
terminals, each of which has 
five berth facilities. The port 
is located in Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchestan Province and is about 
120 kilometers southwest of 
Pakistan’s Baluchistan Province, 
where the China-funded Gwadar 
port is situated.

In May 2016, India, Iran, and 
Afghanistan signed a trilateral 
agreement for the strategically-
located Chabahar port to give New 
Delhi access to Kabul and Central 
Asia.

Later, based on a separate deal 
with Iran, India agreed to install 
and operate modern loading and 
unloading equipment including 
mobile harbor cranes in Shahid 
Beheshti Port in Chabahar.

Under the framework of the 
mentioned agreement, the Indian 
side has been operating in Shahid 
Beheshti port in the form of a build–
operate–transfer (BOT) contract; 
this is the first time that such a 
contract has been implemented in 
one of the country’s ports with 100 
percent foreign investment.

The first consignment of Indian 
equipment for the development 
of port activities at Chabahar port 
worth $8.5 million arrived in the 
southeastern port in January 2021.

TEHRAN – In a meeting between an Iranian 
trade delegation from the Tehran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(TCCIMA) with the deputy head of the Istanbul 
Chamber of Commerce (ICOC), the two sides called 
for improving mutual cooperation.

As reported by the TCCIMA news portal, in this 
meeting, the two sides, while introducing the 
capabilities and opportunities for cooperation, 
emphasized the necessity of continuing 
communication and exchange of delegations to 
increase the share of the private sector in the 
trade of the two countries.

A delegation led by the TCCIMA Secretary-
General Bahman Eshqi left Tehran for Istanbul 
on September 11 to visit the Istanbul Chamber of 
Commerce and some of Turkey’s manufacturing 
units.

As reported, the purpose of this delegation’s 
visit was to hold talks with the officials of the 
Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, as one of the 
oldest chambers of commerce, and to benefit from 
the experiences of this chamber and the Turkish 
private sector in order to facilitate and improve 

the country’s business environment.

The value of trade between Iran and Turkey 
reached $6.42 billion in 2022, while the figure 
stood at $5.59 billion in the preceding year.

Iran’s trade balance with Turkey has been $280 
million positive in favor of Iran in the past year.

Last July, Iran, and Turkey discussed ways of 
expanding economic relations along with political 
ties at the Turkish-Iranian High-Level Cooperation 
Council in Tehran.

During the meeting, which was co-chaired 
by Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the two sides 
negotiated the extension of the gas export 
contract between the two sides for the next 25 
years.

In the meeting, President Raisi noted that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is determined to expand 
economic relations with neighboring countries.

The president also evaluated Tehran-Ankara 
ties as positive and progressive, saying that the 
two countries should pursue appropriate policies 
to move towards increasing their annual trade 

exchanges to $30 billion.

On the sidelines of the mentioned meeting, 
Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian also 
held talks with Turkish Minister of Energy and 
Natural Resources Fatih Donmez in which the two 
sides exchanged views on cooperation in energy 
fields.

Later, Head of Turkey’s Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development Organization (KOSGEB) 
Hasan Basri Kurt met with the former Head of Iran 
Small Industries and Industrial Parks Organization 
(ISIPO) Ali Rasoulian to discuss ways of expanding 
cooperation between the small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) of the two countries.

In this meeting Rasoulian referred to the 
signing of a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) between the two countries on cooperation 
between SMEs, saying: “President Raisi has 
emphasized setting up joint industrial parks in the 
country’s special economic zones, considering the 
good infrastructure for setting up such parks in 
the free and special economic zones and the active 
presence of economic enterprises in these areas.”

TEHRAN- The value of non-oil 
export from Golestan province, 
in the northeast of Iran, rose 
32 percent during the first five 
months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-August 
22), as compared to the same 
period of time in the past year, a 
provincial official announced.

Shahriyar Shahriyari, the 
director-general of the province’s 
Customs Department, said that 
over 209,274 tons of non-oil goods 
worth $114,261,503 were exported 
from the province in the five-
month period of this year, with a 
44-percent growth in weight, year 
on year.

He named eggs, polystyrene, 
cheese, iron pipes, fish food, 
chipboard sheets, nylon frames, 
copper wire, 
p o l y e t h y l e n e 
compound and 
rebar as the main 
exported items, 
and Turkmenistan, 
Iraq, Kazakhstan, 
U z b e k i s t a n , 
Romania, Russia, 
A f g h a n i s t a n , 
Pakistan, Bulgaria, Armenia, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, India, and 
Kyrgyzstan as the major export 
destinations.

The official further announced 
that about 35,337 tons of non-oil 
products valued at $69.43 million 

were imported to the province in 
the first five months of the present 
year, with 289 percent rise in value, 
and 283 percent growth in weight, 
year on year.

He named sodium sulfate, 
rapeseed oil, cotton fabric, 

g r e e n h o u s e 
equipment, diesel 
generator and 
calcined petroleum 
coke as the main 
imported items, 
and China, Turkey, 
Tu r k m e n i s t a n , 
B r i t a i n , 
Kazakhstan, India, 

Russia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Taiwan, and Australia as the major 
sources of import to the province 
during the mentioned five-month 
period.

As previously announced by 
Darvish-Ali Hassan-Zadeh, the 

head of the province’s Industry, 
Mining and Trade Department, 
the value of export from Golestan 
province increased by 26 percent in 
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(ended on March 20), as compared 
to the preceding year.

He said that non-oil commodities 
worth $235 million were exported 
from the province to 33 countries 
in the previous year.

According to the data released 
by the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA), 
the value of Iran’s non-oil exports 
during the first five months of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
reached $19.3 billion.

Based on IRICA data, Iran 
exported about 55.9 million 
tons of non-oil goods valued at 
$19.3 billion in the mentioned 
five months, registering an 
8.55-percent decline in value and 

a 26.56 percent rise in terms of 
weight, IRNA reported.

According to the IRICA, the 
main reason for the decline in 
the country’s export value in the 
mentioned period is the decrease 
in the global price of petrochemical 
products which account for a big 
share of the Iranian export basket.

As reported, the import of goods 
in the five months of this year also 
reached 14.4 million tons worth 
$24.2 billion, indicating a 7.49 
percent growth in value and a 2.17 
percent increase in weight, year on 
year.

The average value of each ton of 
exported goods was 346 dollars 
and the average customs value of 
each ton of imported goods was 
1,677 dollars in the mentioned five 
months.

Major export destinations of 
the Iranian non-oil goods were 
China, Iraq, Turkey, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), and India during 
the said time span.

The mentioned five countries 
accounted for 75.13 percent of the 
weight and 74.77 percent of the 
value of Iran’s total exports in the 
five months of this year.

Meanwhile, the United Arab 
Emirates was the top exporter to 
Iran in the mentioned five months, 
followed by China, Turkey, India, 
and Germany.
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5 freeways, 4 railways to be inaugurated 
by March 2024

Iran preparing infrastructure to boost 
rail transit with China

Gasoline consumption hits new  
record high in Iran

Tehran, Istanbul private sectors call for joint cooperation

Export from Golestan province rises 32%  
in 5 months on year

Annual export 
from Golestan 

province up 
26% 

As Iran’s only 
oceanic port on 
Gulf of Oman, 

Chabahar 
holds great 

significance for 
country. 

IRISL throughput increases 153% in 
Chabahar Port



Another victory for the Palestinian prisoner’s resistance 

Awawdeh made 
global headlines 

last year after 
going on hunger 

strike for 172 days 
in protest against 
his administrative 

detention
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Türkiye awaiting 
response on proposal 
for -4way talks 
about Azerbaijan’s 
Karabakh region: 
Erdogan
Türkiye has extended a proposal to lead three-

way talks about Azerbaijan’s Karabakh region, 
involving those two countries and neighboring 
Armenia, while also expressing readiness for four-
way discussions that would include Russia, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said on Saturday.   

“We conveyed our proposal for a trilateral 
meeting under our leadership to them (Azerbaijan 
and Armenia). Beyond the trilateral approach, 
we also made a quadrilateral proposal,” Erdogan 
said at a news conference in Istanbul ahead of his 
departure for next week’s UN General Assembly 
meeting in New York. 

 “There has been no response yet,” he said of the 
four-way proposal, noting that he would discuss the 
matter with his Azerbaijani counterpart Ilham Aliyev. 

 On Türkiye’s EU accession process, 
Erdogan said Ankara would evaluate recent 
developments. “After these evaluations, we can 
part ways with the EU if necessary.” 

 The EU is “trying to break away” from Ankara, 
he said on the European Parliament’s 2022 
report about Türkiye.

Beijing’s top official 
in Hong Kong warns 
of ‘anti-China forces’
China’s top official in Hong Kong said the city’s 

authorities should be vigilant against anti-Chinese 
forces and continue to “rigorously enforce” the 
national security law.

There are still “hostile foreign forces” trying to 
disrupt Hong Kong’s development and stability, 
while “anti-China elements” are attempting a 
comeback, Zheng Yanxiong was cited as saying 
in local reports. The head of China’s Liaison Office 
in Hong Kong was speaking to officers at a police 
college on Saturday. 

 Zheng called on the officers to “build a solid 
defense line” for national security. 

 

Meloni calls for 
EU help to curb 
migration flows to 
Italy
 Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni called for 

urgent help from the European Union to help curb 
the flow of migrants as her government prepares to 
announce new measures as soon as Monday.

Meloni invited European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen to visit Italy’s Lampedusa 
to witness a human emergency unfolding as 
thousands of migrants in boats continue to arrive 
on the tiny island between Tunisia and Sicily.  

Von der Leyen plans to visit Lampedusa on 
Sunday, her spokesman said.  

The premier also urged European Council 
President Charles Michel to include immigration 
on the agenda of the EU council in October, 
she said on social media, and called for an 
EU mission to stop the illegal departures of 
migrants headed for Europe.

‘North Korean arms 
for Russia probably 
wouldn’t make a 
big difference in the 
Ukraine war’
North Korea may be able to boost Russia’s supply 

of artillery munitions for the war in Ukraine, but 
that is not likely to make a big difference, the top 
American military officer said as he arrived in 
Norway for NATO meetings that began Saturday 
and will focus in part on the conflict. 

 U.S. Army Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said the recent meeting in Russia 
between North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin will probably lead 
North Korea to provide Soviet-era 152 mm artillery 
rounds to Moscow. But he said it was not yet clear 
how many or how soon. 

 “Would it have a huge difference? I’m skeptical 
of that,” Milley told reporters traveling with him. 
He said that while he does not want to play down 
the weapons assistance too much, “I doubt that 
it would be decisive.”

Global South 
leaders demand 
end of ‘plundering 
international order’
Cuba’s leader says the Global South must “change 

the rules of the game” of the international order 
after centuries of dominance by wealthy Western 
nations putting their own interests first.  

President Miguel Diaz-Canel said developing 
countries were the main victims of a “multidimensional 
crisis” in the world today from “abusive unequal 
trade” to devastating climate change.

“After all this time that the North has 
organised the world according to its interests, 
it is now up to the South to change the rules of 
the game,” Diaz-Canel said at the opening of the 
G77+China summit in Havana. 

 Emerging countries represent 80 percent of the 
world’s population. The meeting comes at a time 
of growing frustration with the Western-led world 
order because of widening differences over the 
Russian war in Ukraine, the fight against climate 
change and the global economic system.

Ben-Gurion 
headstand statue 
on Tel Aviv beach 
damaged in arson 
attack
A statue of Israel’s first prime minister David Ben-

Gurion was badly damaged in an arson attack on a 
Tel Aviv beach in the early hours of Saturday morning.  

The statue of Ben-Gurion is a recreation of a 
famous image by photographer Paul Goldman, 
who captured the former premier performing a 
headstand on the beach in 1957. 

 CCTV footage showed an individual approaching 
the statue at around 5:25 a.m. 

 Police later said that a 34-year-old homeless 
man had been arrested in connection with the 
vandalism.  The motive behind the arson attack was 
unclear.

Libya flooding 
deaths top 11,000 
with another 
10,000 missing
The death toll from devastating floods in eastern 

Libya has surpassed 11,000, according to the Libyan 
Red Crescent, as rescuers desperately try to help 
those who managed to survive the disaster.

The Libyan Red Crescent said Friday that at least 
11,300 people had died and another 10,100 were 
reported missing.

Mediterranean storm Daniel is behind the 
widespread flooding in the North African nation, 
as it washed away entire neighborhoods over the 
weekend and swept bodies out to sea.

The port city of Derna was the worst affected 
following the collapse of two dams, which wiped 
out a quarter of the area. The city has been declared 
a disaster zone, with electricity and communication 
having been cut off, according to local officials.

An assessment team visiting Derna on Thursday 
said people were returning to what was left of their 
homes in desperation.

“What I saw there is ... the situation is 
devastating ... a lot of destruction and ruins, 
around 25% of the city was basically destroyed as 
a result of the flooding,” Talal Burnaz, the acting 
country director in Libya for the International 
Medical Corps, told ABC News.

WORLD HEADLINES

Iran’s concerns over the escalation of 
tensions between Azerbaijan and Armenia are 
legitimate because security in the Caucasus 
region is tied to regional security, says a 
political analyst.

Mohammadali Abo Haroon, a political analyst 
and author based in Iraq, in conversation 
with the Press TV website, expounded on 
the situation in the Caucasus and the role 
of external hostile entities in changing the 
geopolitical landscape.

“Iran’s position on the security of the 
Caucasus region is clear as it considers it the 
security of the region,” Haroon stated, adding 
that Tehran has always strived to ease tensions 
between estranged neighbors Armenia and 
Azerbaijan.

In a phone conversation with Armenian 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan on Saturday, 
Iran’s President Ebrahim Raeisi said his country 
was ready to play an effective role in preventing 
new confrontation in the region and any 
geopolitical changes in the disputed Caucasus 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh.

President Raeisi reiterated Iran’s support for 
the territorial integrity of all regional countries.

Situated in the South Caucasus, the 
landlocked region of Nagorno-Karabakh has 
been at the heart of a long-running dispute 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia. The two 
countries have fought two wars, in 1994 and 
2020, over the mountainous territory.

Tensions continue to flare up occasionally 
and border skirmishes are also a common 

phenomenon despite mediation efforts by 
Russia and other entities.

Azerbaijan’s defense minister on Saturday 
received an Iranian delegation and both sides 
discussed reconstruction work undertaken 
in the liberated territories as well as the 
operational situation on the Azerbaijani-
Armenian conditional border and in the 
Karabakh economic region.

Haroon told the Press TV website that Iran 
has always declared its readiness to mediate 
between Baku and Yerevan in order to reduce 
tensions and resolve differences “which are not 
in anyone’s interest.”

The analyst described the Caucasus region 
as an “important security axis” for countries in 
the region, especially Iran and Russia.

In response to a question about the role 
of regional countries in preventing foreign 
interference in this region, he said the conflict 
in the Caucasus region should be resolved 
at the regional level and away from foreign 
interference, “because a regional solution is the 
key to stability in the region.”

He said the Azerbaijani authorities must not 
allow Zionists to gain a foothold in the country 
and should not fall into the trap of changing 
international borders.

“I believe Tehran and Moscow should work 
together to solve this crisis and prevent the 
interference of the Zionists and the West, 
whose purpose is to disturb the security of the 
region,” Haroon asserted.

(Source: Press TV)

Caucasus region is key ‘security axis’ for region, 
especially Iran, Russia: analyst

From page 1   The father of nine 
children became the first Palestinian 
hunger striker to be martyred in 
Israeli custody in more than 30 years.

His death set off missiles by the 
Palestinian resistance in the besieged 
Gaza Strip in the direction of Israeli 
settlements. 

Reports say Awawdeh has now 
been transferred to a hospital in 
Ramallah to undergo a medical 
checkup following his transfer to an 
Israeli military checkpoint, northwest 
of occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem).

Israel has arrested the father of 
four on many occasions, and he has 
spent a total of 14 years in and out of 
Israeli prisons, including eight years 
in administrative detention.

The Israeli Prison Service was 
required to free Awawdeh last year 
on October 2, the official date of his 
release date. During his jail term, he 
observed 172 days of hunger strike 
and ended the protest after being 
promised that his administrative 
detention would not be renewed. 

Just days before he was set to be 
released, Israel charged him with 
allegedly smuggling a cell phone 
when he was at an Israeli prison 
hospital receiving treatment for his 
deteriorating health.

“The medical negligence in the 
occupation prisons is significant, 
and after the prisoner suspended his 
hunger strike, the court fabricated a 
charge against him in order to keep 
him in prison,” a source close to 
Awawdeh said at the time. 

“My strike is not against life, but 
against restrictions, and in order 
to take away my freedom,” his wife 
quoted him as saying after being 
allowed a rare opportunity to visit 
him during the hunger strike. 

Dalal Awawdeh also quoted 
her husband, who is from a town 
northwest of al-Khalil, as saying “my 
strike is not against life, but against 
the restrictions imposed on me to 
take away my freedom.”

Quoting her husband, she added, 
“The security personnel are eating 
food in front of me, and I feel sad 
for them because they think this 
might affect me,” noting that she 
saw her husband like “a skeleton 
in front of her, his facial features 
completely hidden.”

Despite being on a lengthy hunger 
strike, Dalal Awawdeh described 
her husband’s morale as “very 
high” and told the media that “his 
steadfastness is as strong as the 

mountains of Palestine, and his 
morale is scratching the clouds.”

An Egyptian-brokered cease-
fire in May this year, following Israeli 
airstrikes on the besieged Gaza 
Strip stipulated that the prisoner 
Awawdeh be released. 

The 40-year-old was last 
imprisoned on 27 December 2021. 
He spent two years in administrative 
detention after his last arrest. 
Since? then he has neither been 
charged nor put on trial. 

The prominent and now-freed 
Palestinian prisoner is among the 
many inmates who have resisted 
the regime. 

On Friday, Palestinian prisoner 
Maher al-Akhras suspended his 
hunger strike, which lasted for 
23 days, in protest against his 
detention without charges or trial 
by the Israeli occupation authorities.

The Palestinian Prisoner’s 
Society said al-Akhras made 
the move to allow his lawyer to 
engage in negotiations with the 
Israeli authorities ahead of his next 
military court session scheduled for 
October 26.

Last month, in a sign of the high-
level organization among Palestinian 
prisoners in different jails, hundreds 
of inmates conducted a joint hunger 
strike in response to being stripped 
of their most basic human rights 
and in the face of brutal punitive 
measures imposed by the extremist 
cabinet of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

The strike ended after talks 
between the prisoner’s leaders and 
Israeli prison authorities reached 
a satisfactory result for the 
Palestinians being incarcerated in 
what was viewed as a major victory 
for the Palestinian prisoner’s 
resistance. 

Israel has been widely condemned 

for using administrative detention, 
a practice the regime uses to jail 
any Palestinian it deems as being 
a security threat for an indefinite 
period without any charge or trial. 

But even activists who pose 
a cultural threat to Israel have 
been placed under administrative 
detention. 

Israeli media recently reported that 
the regime’s military courts approved 
90 percent of the administrative 
orders that were submitted for 
review this year. 

According to the Palestinian 
NGO Addameer, which documents 
the plight of Palestinian prisoners, 
there are currently 1,200 Palestinian 
inmates under administrative 
detention. 

The total number of political 
Palestinian prisoners the occupation 
regime is holding behind bars is 
approximately 5,100. 

The number includes 165 children, 
the youngest being 13 years old, and 
33 female prisoners. 

Israel has around 25 notorious 
prison facilities to hold Palestinians, 
many of whom lack the most basic 
necessities that many prisons around 
the world offer. At the same time, 
physical abuse and other forms 
of torture take place against the 
Palestinian inmates, in particular 

during interrogation. 

Nafha prison, for instance, is an old 
building located in the southeastern 
desert area of the Israeli-occupied 
Palestinian territories and is known 
to hold Palestinian leaders, where 
they are subjected to gradual death 
while isolating them from other 
prisoners. And being a prison in the 
desert, it is extremely cold during 
the winter and extremely hot during 
the summer. 

Many Palestinian women 
prisoners are held at the Rimonim 
Prison Hasharon, which is 
surrounded by a high wall that 
reaches three meters in height and 
includes four high watch towers. 

Like many Israeli prisons, it 
includes a section for interrogation. 

The Supreme Emergency 
Committee for Palestinian 
Prisoners Affairs has reaffirmed 
its support for the hunger strike 
prisoners, saying it will not leave 
them to face their fate alone. 

The committee has held the 
occupation regime and its “criminal 
and repressive institutions” fully 
responsible for the lives and safety 
of the hunger strikers, stressing 
that the martyrdom of any hunger-
striking prisoner would be treated 
as a direct assassination by the 
occupation regime.

Prominent Palestinian 
prisoner secures early release 



TEHRAN—More than 4.5 mil-
lion travelers have visited Mash-
had during the last ten days of 
Safar, which is a remarkable lu-
nar month for Shia Muslims. 

The number of travelers visit-
ing Mashhad from September 6 
to 15, which traditionally marks 
special religious rituals and pil-
grimage, reached 4.5 million, 
IRNA quoted a local official as 
saying on Saturday. 

Traditionally, in the lunar month 
of Safar, thousands of people 
gather in Mashhad to commemo-
rate Arbaeen, which marks an end 
to the 40-day mourning period 
following the martyrdom of Imam 
Hussein (AS) and his loyal com-
panions at the Battle of Karbala 

on Muharram 10 in the year 61 AH 
(680 CE).

The annual Arbaeen pilgrimage 
is originally destined for Karbala, 

where the Imam Hussein (AS) is 
laid to rest. However, Mashhad 
has long been a destination for 
thousands of Shia pilgrims to 
mark the occasion. This year, Ar-
baeen Day was commemorated 
on September 6.

Mashhad is Iran’s holiest city. 
Its raison d’être is the striking 
shrine complex of the eighth Shia 
Imam that is encircled by dozens 
of five-star hotels and many oth-
er accommodation centers.

In August 2020, the spiritu-
al tradition of pilgrimage to the 
holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS) 
was registered on the National 
Intangible Cultural Heritage list 
by the Ministry of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts.

TEHRAN—More than 2,500 tourism-relat-
ed projects worth 3.7 quadrillion rials ($7.4 
billion) are currently underway across Iran, 
the tourism minister said on Wednesday.

“At present, there are 2,580 tourism proj-
ects worth quadrillion rials under construc-
tion all over the country,” Ezatollah Zarghami 
said.

“When the projects are completed, they 
are expected to generate jobs for more than 
100,000 people,” he said.

The minister said more than 900 tourism 
projects estimated to be worth 2.1 quadrillion 
rials (about $4.2 billion) have been completed 
and inaugurated over the past two years.

According to Zarghami, foreign arrivals in 

Iran saw a rise of 50 percent in the first two 
months of the current Iranian calendar year 
from a year earlier. “The Islamic Republic re-
corded about 850,000 international arrivals 
during the first two months of the year, which 
shows over 50 percent growth year on year,” 
the minister said.

Such an accelerating trend continued 
during the third month of the year when 
550,000 travelers visited the country, the 
minister said.

In a bid to boost its tourism industry, Iran 
has set its sights on attracting visitors, 
mostly from neighboring countries. It cur-
rently considers scrapping visa requirements 
for passport holders of 60 countries, includ-

ing the neighboring states.

The number of medical tourists visiting 
Iran is around one million per annum, an offi-
cial with the Health Ministry has said. More-
over, Iran, as the largest Shia Muslim power, 
receives a steady flow of religious pilgrims to 
the holy cities of Mashhad and Qom as well as 
its other religious destinations.

The ancient land boasts a wide variety of 
scenarios, ranging from seacoasts and lush 
green woods to towering mountains and 
harsh deserts. It is a wallet-friendly destina-
tion for nature lovers, birdwatchers, powder 
chasers, culture devotees, pilgrims, muse-
um-goers, gastronomes, adventurers, and 
medical travelers, to name a few.

TEHRAN—Work has com-
menced to restore Hojjatieh ma-
drasa, which is a prominent sem-
inary in Qom.

Hojjatieh madrasa is known for 
its Shia heritage and famous and 
great figures such as Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, have taught 
and studied there.

“Rooftops, ceilings, architec-
tural decorations, wooden doors, 
and windows are subject to res-
toration,” Qom’s tourism chief 

said on Wednesday.

“The removal of extensions 
and dehumidification will be car-
ried out as well,” Alireza Arjmandi 
said in a meeting with the ma-
drasa’s authorities.

The madrasa’s association was 
founded in the aftermath of the 
coup d’état of 1953 by the help of 
cleric Shaikh Mahmud Halabi to 
defend Islam against the Bahai 
missionary activities.

There have been smaller ser-

vice-providing units within 
Hojjatieh seminary such as the 
bureau of interaction with for-
eign countries, the bureau of 
libraries and archives, and the 
bureau of publications.

The second-holiest city in the 
country after Mashhad, Qom, is 
home to both the magnificent 

shrine of Hazrat-e Masumeh 
(SA) and the major religious ma-
drasas (schools).

According to Arjmandi, there 
are students of theology from 
almost 130 different countries at 
Qom’s Al-Mustafa Internation-
al University, an international 
academic, Islamic, and univer-
sity-style seminary institute, 
that has a unique capacity to 
strengthen the tourism industry 
of the province.

Apart from sightseers and pil-
grims who visit Qom to pay hom-
age to the holy shrine, the city is 
also a top destination for Shiite 
scholars and students who come 
from across the world to learn 
Islamic studies at its madrasas 
and browse through eminent re-
ligious bookshops.

The antiquity of Qom goes back 
to the Sassanid era (224 CE–651) 
and several historical mosques, 
mansions, and natural sceneries 
have been scattered across the 
city as well as towns and villages 
nearby.

A new “archaeological sensation” 
unearthed in Switzerland recently 
could provide new insights into the ex-
tent to which the ancient Roman civili-
zation was spread across Europe.

Archaeologists at a gravel quarry 
site in Switzerland’s Canton of Zug are 
carefully unearthing Roman-era stone 
walls built around 2,000 years ago. 
The walls seemingly cover an area of 
at least 500 square meters and belong 
to a building complex with different 
rooms.

“The discovery is an archaeologi-
cal sensation,” according to Canton of 
Zug’s Office for the Preservation of 
Monuments and Archaeology, which 
said the findings will provide key in-
sights about the Romans in pre-alpine 
Central Switzerland.

Scientists noted the region’s ele-
vated location may have offered the 
inhabitants of the building complex “a 
view of the surrounding landscape”.

Archaeologists also unearthed a 
large numbers of iron nails at the site, 
hinting there may have been wooden 
construction on the wall foundation.

“We were also amazed that the top 
bricks were even visible above ground,” 
said Gishan Schaeren, head of the De-
partment of Prehistory and Prehistoric 
Archaeology at Archaeology Society 
Zug.

It remains unclear what function the 
monumental building enclosed by the 
walls had.

“Is it a villa with a view or a temple 
building? Finding out this will be the 
subject of further investigation,” re-
searchers said.

“Roman buildings of similar dimen-
sion were last excavated in Cham-Hei-
ligkreuz almost 100 years ago,” ex-
plained Dr Schaeren.

Such architectural relics from the 
Roman period are only known so far 

to a few in the pre-alpine region, in 
contrast to other regions, according to 
scientists.

The new discovery, according to re-
searchers, can reveal further insights 
on the civilization’s growth in the area.

“What is also astounding is the rel-
atively good preservation of the re-
mains,” said Christa Ebnother from the 
University of Bern in Switzerland.

In the same site, archaeologists have 
also unearthed a settlement from the 
Middle Bronze Age as well as graves 
from the late Bronze age, indicating it 
was a region of popular interest for in-
habitants across history.

“The fact that the gravel hill near 
Oberwil was already inhabited several 
times thousands of years before the 
Romans also testifies to the attrac-
tiveness of this location,” researchers 
wrote in a statement.

(Source: Independent)

TEHRAN - Turkish Minister of Culture and 
Tourism Mehmet Nuri Ersoy has been invited 
to attend a conference of ECO member states 
to be held in Ardabil, northwest Iran.

The invitation was made by Mohammad 
Hassan Habibollahzadeh, Tehran’s new am-
bassador to Ankara who along with Nuri 
Ersoy discussed ways to widen cultural and 
tourism ties between the two neighboring 
countries, the Young Journalists Club report-
ed on Saturday.

Production of joint cinematographic 
works, holding annual national and provincial 
cultural programs, tourism issues, as well 
as signing cultural exchange documents be-
tween Iran and Turkey were among the other 
topics discussed in this meeting, the report 
said.

Ardabil serves as the 2023 cultural capital 
of the Economic Cooperation Organization. 
The ancient city is to host the 5th ECO Minis-
terial Meeting on Tourism, a key event for the 
tourism development and prosperity of the 
member countries.

Iran’s tourism minister, Ezzatollah Zargha-
mi, has said that the “Ardabil 2023” would be 
a great opportunity to promote the province 

on an international scale. Ardabil is rich in 
cultural heritage and tourism, but suffers 
from a lack of investment and infrastructure, 
he added.

According to Ardabil’s tourism directorate, 
the designation offers the chance to create 
wealth for the local communities and busi-
nesses. “Residents of the province should 
be able to benefit from the outcome of this 
event by creating jobs and wealth.”

Sprawling on a high, windswept plateau, 
Ardabil is well known for having abundant 
natural beauty, hospitable people, and its silk 
and carpet trade tradition. It is also home to 
the UNESCO-registered Sheikh Safi al-Din 
Khanegah and the Shrine Ensemble.

ECO is an intergovernmental region-
al organization encompassing countries 
from Europe, Caucuses and Central Asia, 
West Asia, and South Asia with more than 
460 million inhabitants and over 8 million 
square kilometers connecting Russia to the 
Persian Gulf and China to Europe. Accord-
ing to the organization, its overall objective 
is to materialize the sustainable economic 
development of its member states and the 
region as a whole.

The EU tourism industry is experiencing 
a strong recovery from the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In the first half of 2023, 
the number of nights spent in tourist accom-
modations reached its highest level in the 
past decade, signaling a notable resurgence in 
the industry’s performance in many countries.

In the first half of this year, overnight stays 
in tourist accommodations marked an in-
crease of nearly 11 million compared to the 
same period in 2019 (1182 million, +0.9%). Ad-
ditionally, there were 136 million more over-
night stays than in the first half of 2022 (1057 
million, +12.9%). In comparison to 2021 (406.8 
million), this year recorded 786 million more 
overnight stays, and compared to 2020 (474.7 
million), 718 million more overnight stays 
were recorded.

All months surpassed the previous year’s 
figures, with the highest increase recorded in 
January (45%) and February (27%).

Looking at the country data, all member 
states have seen an increase in overnight 
stays compared to 2022, with Hungary be-
ing the sole exception, experiencing a slight 
decrease of -0.3%. Cyprus (39.3%), Malta 
(30.5%), and Slovakia (28.7%) stand out with 
the most substantial increases in overnight 
stays.  However, about half of the countries 
have yet to reach the figures recorded in the 
first half of 2019. Notably, Latvia (-23.8%), 
Slovakia (-16.0%), Hungary (-12.2%), and Lith-
uania (-11.7%) are still to get close to 2019 
figures.

(Source: Eurostat)

Hojjatieh madrasa 
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such as Ayatollah 
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Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, have 

taught and studied 
there.
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TEHRAN – The Iranian Red Crescent Society has 
sent a consignment of relief items as aid to those 
affected by the devastating flood in Libya.

“A package weighing some 40 tons, including 
tents, blankets, mats, medicaments, and food-
stuff has been sent to Libya,” IRCS head Pir-Hos-
sein Kolivand said, Mehr reported.

Three rescue teams have also been dispatched 
to the flood-hit areas, he added.

A tsunami-sized flash flood swept through the 
Libyan port city of Derna on Sunday, killing more 

than 11,000 people. Over 10,000 are feared miss-
ing.

“In this hard situation, on behalf of the IRCS and 
myself, I would like to express my condolence to 
you and your colleagues in the Libyan Red Cres-
cent and announce our readiness to send human-
itarian relief consignment, relief items as well as 
dispatch the medical and relief teams to assist 
the flood affected people and humanitarian op-
eration in Libya,” Kolivand wrote on Tuesday in a 
message to Omar Agouda, the president of Libyan 
Red Crescent Society.

  From page 1   In addition, this diplomacy 
can be further developed through objective 
and effective bilateral, multilateral, regional, 
and international environmental cooperation.

It is one of the consequences of issues such 
as unsustainable industrial and agricultur-
al development, overutilization of water re-
sources, climate change, desertification, wars, 
and other human interventions. 

Since sand and dust storms are cross-bor-
der phenomena, all countries – including 
countries of origin and countries touched by 
such phenomena – are required to cooperate 
with each other in order to be able to tackle 
this issue.

This is a vitally important issue highlighted 
in the International Conference on Combating 
Sand and Dust Storms held in Tehran in which 
representatives of some 50 countries and 15 
international organizations participated. 

The fact that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
hosted this prestigious international confer-
ence indicates that the international commu-
nity has acknowledged Iran’s potential and ca-
pabilities for creating a multilateral consensus 
for tackling such an urgent issue.

According to studies, there are about 330 
million hectares of sand and dust sources 
in West Asia and Central Asia. Some of these 
sand and dust storms are originated from 
low-intensity centers and some others orig-
inate from high-intensity ones. Meanwhile, 
some 270 million hectares of these areas 
are high-intensity centers of sand and dust 
storms. They produce some 147 million tons of 
dust annually.

These sands and dust storms contain parti-
cles of less than 10 microns which are endan-
gering the health of the people of the region. 
In addition, large-scale environmental issues 
further intensify social gaps and can result in 
the emergence of internal and external envi-
ronmental challenges.

Expected outcomes of environmental diplo-
macy – as envisaged in the general environ-
mental policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
– include, inter alia, taking effective advantage 
of international opportunities and incentives, 
facilitating the transfer and development of 
technology, and introducing related innova-
tions.

As a matter of fact, the International Con-
ference on Combating Sand and Dust Storms 
was a suitable platform for different countries 
to share their knowledge and experiences in 
combating sand and dust storms and manag-
ing this hazardous phenomenon. The above-
mentioned conference can also prepare the 

proper context for establishing a regional or 
an international fund for dealing with such an 
important issue.

The International Conference on Combat-
ing Sand and Dust Storms was actually a fol-
low-up of last year’s regional sand and dust 
storms conference. It has been hosted by Iran 
upon the request of the UN General Assembly 
and based on the almost unanimous votes of 
the members of that international body. 

It is, therefore, expected that its decisions 
are considered as supporting documents for 
future UN resolutions. Sand and dust storms 
affect the lives of some 330 million people all 
around the world. These storms are threaten-
ing the environmental health and security of 
people in large parts of the globe.  

Based on the principle of Common But Dif-
ferentiated Responsibilities (CBDR), the Teh-
ran conference should end with a couple of 
outputs, including the enhancement of the 
developed and developing countries’ financial 
and technical support to – and investment in – 
early warning systems, support the farmers in 
pursuing sustainable agriculture through op-
timal use of water and soil resources, revival 
of ecosystems, and global alliance to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and global warm-
ing.

Despite the fact that the issue of sand and 
dust storms is a cross-border phenomenon 
and although we should take advantage of dip-
lomatic potentials and capabilities to manage 
and reduce the harms and hazards of such a 
phenomenon, we should be careful enough so 
that states are abiding by their commitments 
in this regard and concerned authorities of 
these states are not ignoring the responsibili-
ties that they are required to shoulder. 

As the Leader of the Islamic Revolution has 
repeatedly pointed out, we should be careful 
of domestic mismanagement of resources, 
because such a phenomenon can result in 
the creation of internal sources of sand and 
dust storms. In fact, the cross-border nature 
of sand and dust storms should not make us 
ignorant of the role that should be played by 
domestic organs.

Considering the fact that the seventh 
5-Year-Development Plan of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has highlighted the importance 
of watershed and aquifer management and 
also considering its emphasis on improving 
the cultivation pattern and land-use man-
agement, the abovementioned policy can be 
implemented.

The author is the head of the  
agriculture, environment, and water  

committee of the Expediency Council

TEHRAN- The head of the Department of En-
vironment (DOE), Ali Salajeqeh, in a meeting with 
the assistant director-general of the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
AbdulHakim Elwaer, asked for FAO’s contribution 
to reviving Zagros Forest.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of the 
international conference on battling sand and 
dust storms which was held in Tehran on Sep-
tember 9-10.

Zagros Forest is among the most important 
natural resources of Iran, as it constitutes 40 
percent of the country’s jungles, and plays an 
important role in the production of a large part 
of the country’s freshwater.

Referring to the unfavorable conditions of Za-
gros Forest due to the pest infestation and lack 

of water, Salajeqeh said, “We expect FAO to help 
us deal with this problem.”

He added: “Due to climate change, it’s getting 
more and more difficult to supply food. We hope 
everyone has access to healthy food and not a 
larger number of people  live below the poverty 
line.”

“Protecting the environment is protecting 
life. Food security and life security are not two 
different issues. We expect FAO to adopt proper 
policies to provide the food needed by the peo-
ple of the world through [promoting] agricul-
ture, industry, and so on.”

Salajeqeh also called on FAO to work more 
seriously to reduce the use of pesticides and 
fertilizers and also to provide more support to 
the international effort to combat sand and dust 
storms.

Elwaer, for his part, said that holding the in-
ternational conference on sand and dust storms 
was very important. It provided an opportunity 
to bring all countries together and unite them to 
battle this predicament.

He stressed the importance of global collabo-
ration to reduce the hazardous impacts of SDSs, 
lauding Iran for its attempts to deal with the 
situation.

Zagros Forest pest control
According to a report released in May, a sum 

of 260 billion rials (about $520,000) has been 
allocated for implementing pest management 
plans in Zagros Forest.

One of the major problems affecting Zagros 
Forest is pests and diseases. The pests are nat-
urally a part of the Zagros ecosystem and are 
not considered a disease by themselves, but 
when they disrupt the biological balance, they 
become a problem.

Oak trees are one of the most important hosts 
of pests and insects in Zagros Forest. In Iran’s 
oak forests, there are two key pests, leaf-eaters, 
and oak bud-eaters, which get their food from 
the leaves and buds of oak trees.

These pests that broke out in the forests of 
Zagros during the past years, especially the pre-
vious year, were native pests of the region, ISNA 
reported.

FAO activities in Iran

In June, Yubak Dhoj G C, the representative 
ad interim of the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO) to Iran, ex-
pounded on activities to combat desertification 
and drought in the country.

Every year on June 17 the United Nations 
marks the World Day to Combat Desertifica-
tion and Drought, working toward raising public 
awareness and assisting international efforts to 
this end.

By Maryam Tavassoli
TEHRAN- September 16 marks 

World Cleanup Day. This year, it has 
developed a new theme, “Let’s Do 
It World,” for managing solid waste 
and cleaning up litter from forests, 
rivers, streets, and beaches.

A good way to do this is by litter 
picking. It’s a safe way for everyone 
to get involved in World Cleanup Day, 
and will certainly contribute to this 
collective effort.

Being a global event, it also draws 
attention to the negative impacts 
caused by its accumulation and de-
velops people’s sense of responsi-
bility regarding waste management.

Environmental challenges of 
plastic bags

Natural resources are necessary 
for human survival but have been 
put in danger by the same creatures.

Plastic bags, a privileged discov-
ery in the 20th century, have con-
tinued to be used in the 21st centu-
ry.  Although known as a symbol of 
consumerism, they are considered a 
big challenge for the planet causing 
irreparable damage to the environ-
ment due to their very slow decom-
position process, and low recycling 
rate.

Most importantly, they pose seri-
ous threats to the plains, rivers, for-
ests, deserts, oceans, and the life of 
animal and plant species.

The United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP) has introduced 
plastic pollution as one of the 10 
major environmental problems in 
the world.

Statistics show that more than 
8 billion tons of plastic have been 
produced in the world since 1950. 
Plastic production in the early years 
was equal to one and a half million 

tons per year. Currently changed to 
nearly 400 million tons which shows 
a stunning and increasing growth.

Iran is known as the 17th largest 
plastic producer in the world. Re-
garding the types of plastics, a small 
part of them is recycled as valuable 
waste, but some 60 percent of plas-
tics are not recycled. They are either 
abandoned in nature or taken to 
landfills.

Currently, about 185,000 tons of 
plastic are produced annually in the 
country, which are not recyclable. 
Therefore, more attention should 
be paid to the collection and recy-
cling of plastic waste so that it can 
be used as industrial raw materials.

It is hard to say precisely how 
much of environmental pollution 
is caused by them, but researchers 
believe that the concentration of 
these pollutants in vital sources is 

increasing.
While it may not be possible to 

completely abandon plastic prod-
ucts or choose an alternative to 
them, they have to be used in an op-
timum way to cause minimal dam-
age to the environment.

The principle of waste manage-
ment should not fail to consider the 
role of people. The very first step is 
to educate them.

Mass media, particularly TV pro-
grams, should help to train people 
and raise their awareness to reduce 
plastic bag consumption.

World Cleanup Day is a push to 
pay more attention to the impor-
tance of the preservation and pro-
tection of the earth, the only safe 
human shelter, and to take action to 
save the planet.

Over one billion people around the 
world participate in nature clean-up 

programs on this day to stress the 
dangers of destroying the earth by 
waste, especially toxic industrial and 
plastic waste.

World Cleanup Day
Since 2018, World Cleanup Day has 

become the biggest peacetime civic 
movement in human history, uniting 
197 countries across the world, and 
over 71 million volunteers, all striv-
ing to create a cleaner planet.

It’s a unifying movement that 
transcends borders, cultural differ-
ences, and even conflicts.

On one single day each year, vol-
unteers and partners worldwide 
come together, to raise awareness 
of the global mismanaged waste 
crisis.

Even when faced with seemingly 
insurmountable challenges (climate 
disasters, wars, etc.), we clean up 
litter and waste from our beaches, 
rivers, lakes, forests, streets, parks…
everywhere!

World Cleanup Day harnesses the 
power of people around the world to 
achieve incredible things by joining 
together.

Its beauty lies in cooperation and 
collaboration: building bridges be-
tween otherwise disparate commu-
nities – and including all levels and 
sectors of society – from citizens to 
businesses, to governments.

In 2018, over 18 million environ-
mental heroes joined to create an 
epic 36-hour green wave of clean-
ups across all the globe’s time zones 
– beginning in Fiji and traveling 
around the world before ending in 
American Samoa.

The number increased to 21.2 
million in 2019 – and millions still 
turned out in 2020 and 2021, despite 
the prevalent Covid restrictions.
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Iran sends relief consignment to  
flood-hit Libya

Tehran conference: some 
important points on SDSs

 

$3b approved for improving 
safety of schools

The sixth five-year national development plan (2016-2021) has pre-
dicted a total budget of $3 billion to be allocated for rebuilding and 
retrofitting old schools across the country, director of the organization 
for renovation, development and equipment of schools has said.

There are some 107,000 schools nationwide with 530,000 classes, 
160,000 of which are dilapidated, not meeting safety standards, ISNA 
quoted Mehrollah Rakhshanimehr as saying on Wednesday.

“However, after 2 years the budget has not been allocated yet,” he 
lamented.

He went on explain that 30 percent of the schools nationwide are 
old, of which some 12 percent must be completely rebuilt and 18 per-
cent must be retrofitted.

درخواست تخصیص ۳ میلیارد دلار برای ایمن 
سازی  مدارس

رئیس سازمان نوسازی، توسعه و تجهیز مدارس کشوربا اشاره به وجود 
۱۶۰ هزار کلاس درس ناایمن در سطح کشور خواستار تخصیص بودجه 
سه میلیارد دلاری تصویب شده در قالب برنامه ششم توسعه برای ایمن 

سازی مدارس شد.
مهراله رخشانی مهر در گفت‌وگو با ایسنا، با بیان اینکه حدود ۱۰۷ هزار 
این  از  اظهار کرد:  با ۵۳۰ هزار کلاس درس در کشور داریم  مدرسه 
میزان، ۳۰ درصد مدارس نیازمند مقاوم سازی و تخریب و بازسازی‌اند 
که به تفکیک می‌توان گفت ۱۸ درصد مدارس باید مقاوم سازی و ۱۲ 

درصد تخریب و بازسازی شوند.
وی افزود: به عبارت دیگر ۳۲ هزار مدرسه مشتمل بر ۱۶۰ هزار کلاس 
درس در سطح کشور ناایمن بوده و باید مقاوم سازی یا بازسازی شوند.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

World Cleanup Day: 
Let’s Do It World

DOE calls for FAO’s aid to restore Zagros Forest
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Frome Page 1   “Peace with Human,”’ “Peace 
with Nature,” “Peace with Animals,” and “Peace 
with the World” are the sub-themes of the 
exhibition in which artist from 15 countries will 
present their works.

The Winter Gallery of the IAF will display works 
of artists from Russia, Switzerland, Sweden, New 
Zealand, Austria, Estonia, Australia, Denmark, 
Brazil, Canada, Germany, Slovakia, Peru, Chile and 
Indonesia at the exhibition.

The IBBY is a non-profit organization which 
represents an international network of people 
from all over the world who are committed to 
bringing books and children together.

Founded in Zurich, Switzerland in 1953, the 
IBBY is now composed of 80 National Sections all 
over the world. It represents countries with well-
developed book publishing and literacy programs, 
and other countries with only a few dedicated 
professionals who are doing pioneer work in 
children’s book publishing and promotion.

The Iranian Artists Forum is situated at Artists 
Park on North Mousavi Street, Taleqani Street.

TEHRAN-The Iranian film “Motherless” 
directed by Morteza Fatemi won the Award for 
the Best Foreign Language Feature Film at the 
7th Wales International Film Festival on the 
last day of the event on September 15.

It was the 5th presence of the movie in 
international arena and brought it the 5th award 
as it had garnered four other awards from film 
festivals of Dhaka 2023 (Best Film), Crossing the 
Screen 2023 (Best Film), Bengaluru 2023 (Best 
Film) and Rainbow 2023 (Best Director), Mehr 
reported.

The film is about an educated, middle-
aged couple, Amir Ali and Marjan, who lead 
a quiet life. When Marjan insists on renting a 
womb and a surrogate mother enters their 
life, unintentionally they go through different 
tests and face moral dilemmas.

Amir Aghaei, Mitra Hajjar, Pejman Jamshidi, 
and Pardis Pourabedini are among the cast of 
the 84-minute film that was made in 2022.

Having won five international awards so far, 
more than any other Iranian films this year, 
“Motherless” seems a good choice for Iran to 

submit to the 96th Academy Awards in the 
category of Best International Feature.

So far, 40 countries have submitted their 
films to the Academy and the stipulated 
deadline for these submissions is set at 
October 2.

On December 21, a shortlist comprising 15 
finalists will be announced. Subsequently, the 
ultimate five nominees will be unveiled on 
January 23, 2024.

The 96th Academy Awards is set to take 
place on March 10, 2024 at the Dolby Theatre 
in Los Angeles.

the 2023 edition witnessed a substantial 
total of 92 submissions in the Best 
International Feature category.

During the past edition of the Oscar, Iran 
has had three nominations in the category 
including Majid Majidi’s “Children of Heaven” 
in 1999 as well as Asghar Farhadi’s “A 
Separation” in 2012 and “The Salesman” in 
2017, with both of Farhadi’s films winning the 
award.

TEHRAN –Iranian director Shiva Dinarvand 
plans to stage Romanian-French playwright 
and novelist Matei Visniec’s play “Three 
Nights with Madox” in Tehran in near future. 

Masoud Keramati, Bahareh Rahnama, Vahid 
Nafar, Javad Yahyavi and Milad Ramezani are 
the main members of the cast for the play.

“Three Nights with Madox” is a play that 
centers around the arrival of a stranger 
named Madox in a harbor town full of 
struggling individuals. 

As he settles into the town, everyone soon 
learns that Madox is not like the others, and 
his mere presence begins to unravel the 
secrets and lies of the tight-knit community.

Through three nights, the characters are 
forced to confront their pasts and come to 
grips with the issues that plague them. The 
play is a truthful portrayal of how individuals 
can struggle and be trapped in their lives, but 
how one stranger can ignite hope and provide 
a chance for redemption.

TEHRAN- The Iranian drama 
“Paper Dream” directed by Ali 
Atshani has been selected as the 
opening film of the International 
Thai Film Festival (ITFF) 2023.

The movie will be screened at 
Bangkok Art & Culture Centre in 
Thailand on September 20, ILNA 
reported.

“Paper Dream” narrates 
the poignant tale of a young 
man living in seclusion due to 
his albinism. However, his life 
takes an unexpected turn when 
a cunning young girl exploits 
his pure-hearted nature and 
transforms him into a social 
media influencer. As their bond 
deepens, he finds himself 
captivated by her.

The film’s captivating storyline 
has already earned recognition 
at various international film 
festivals, including the Bridge 
Film Festival in Vancouver, the 
World Film Carnival in Singapore, 
and the Newark International 
Film Festival in the United States. 

It has clinched the Best 
Director Award at the South 
Texas International Film Festival 
in Edinburg, and the Best 
Film Award at three festivals 
including the Black Hat Film 
Festival in Budapest, Hungary, 
the Independent Producers Indie 
Film Festival (IPIFF) in Bucharest, 
Romania, and the Athens 

International Film & Art Festival 
in Greece.

Amirhossein Mousavi, 
Kamran Tafti, Mina Vahid, Bita 
Atshani, Zeinab Mallaki, Ayeh 
Ghobadian, Majid Mahindoost, 
and Amirhossein Rezazadeh are 
in the cast among others.

ITFF is an internationally 
recognized film industry event in 
Thailand. It is both a film screening 
event and film entertainment 
industry expo. Alongside 
screenings of a wide variety 

of films, there are Panel Talks 
session, networking opportunities 
and the ITFF Award Ceremony.

The ITFF Competition is a film, 
animation and video competition 
for industry professionals 
and amateurs alike, who are 
passionate about filmmaking 
and wish to screen their work 
and compete for ITFF Awards 
to gain a wider recognition and 
reputation in the industry. 

On September 21, Atshani 
will take part in a panel talk 

session along with four other 
filmmakers including Australian 
and Hungarian film director 
and producer Attila Peter 
Miklosy, South Korean director 
Jae Hyun Park, Russian director 
and producer Yana Klimova-
Yusupova, and Thai director 
Wasin Pokpong.

Atshani, 45, is an Iranian 
film director, producer and 
screenwriter. So far, he has 
made nine feature films, winning 
several awards inside the 
country and overseas.

TEHRAN – The Tehran Symphony Orchestra 
under the baton of conductor Manuchehr Sahbai 
is scheduled to hold its first autumn concert at 
Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on September 28.

Sahbai will lead the orchestra through 
a collection of classical pieces, including 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7 and the first part 
of Brahms’ Symphony No. 4, as well as Dance in 
Semnan by Hossein Nasr, and Hungarian Dances 
No. 1, 4, 5, and 10.

Symphony No. 7 is one of Beethoven’s most 
well-known pieces. It was composed in 1812 and 
is known for its rhythmic and energetic nature. 
The second movement, in particular, is famous for 
its hauntingly beautiful melody.

Brahms’ Symphony No. 4 is another famous 

symphony from the Romantic era, composed by 
Johannes Brahms in 1885. The first part of the 
symphony, which will be performed, is known for 
its brooding quality, with a sense of foreboding 

that builds throughout the movement.

Dance in Semnan is a work by the Iranian 
composer Hossein Nasr, originally composed for 
Persian instruments. It has been arranged for 
Western instruments and will be performed by 
the Tehran Symphony Orchestra in this format. 
The piece is named after the city of Semnan 
in northern Iran and is known for its lively and 
rhythmical character.

Hungarian Dances No. 1, 4, 5, and 10 were 
composed by Brahms, inspired by traditional 
Hungarian folk music. They are characterized by 
lively rhythms, energetic melodies, and a sense 
of high-spiritedness. Each of the four dances 
selected to be performed has its unique character 
and is especially popular among music lovers. 

TEHRAN –The Cinematheque of 
the Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) will 
screen two short documentaries 
that revolve around the history of 
Czech Republic on Sunday. 

“TGM the Liberator” by Czech film 
director Vera Chytilova and “Oratorio 
for Prague” by Czech filmmaker Jan 
Nemec will go on screen Shahnaz 
Hall of the forum at 5 pm. 

The screening will be followed 
by a review session by Iranian critic 
Hossein Eidizadeh. 

“TGM the Liberator” is a 
biographical drama that chronicles 
the life of Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, 

also known as TGM, who was the 
first president of Czechoslovakia. 

The story centers on his 
determination and efforts 
towards establishing a democratic 
government in Czechoslovakia 
and fighting for the nation’s 
independence. 

The film showcases his successes, 
failures, and the personal struggles 
he faced throughout his life, 
including the loss of his wife and son. 

Through the depiction of historical 
events, Chytilova highlights the 
importance of Masaryk’s legacy and 
his lasting impact on Czechoslovakia. 

The film was released in 1990 and is 
praised for its accurate historical 
portrayal, strong performances, and 
intricate storytelling.

Released in 1968, “Oratorio for 
Prague” is a documentary-style 
film that depicts the events that led 
up to the Soviet Union’s invasion of 
Czechoslovakia in 1968, also known 
as the Prague Spring. 

The film is composed of a series 
of interviews with everyday people 
who were involved with the events 
that transpired in Prague during 
that time. These interviews are 
set against a backdrop of footage 

from the time, capturing the street 
protests and the brutal military 
response that followed. 

The film also includes elements of 
music and poetry, which add to the 
emotional intensity of the film. 

“Oratorio for Prague” is considered 
to be a powerful and moving work 
that captures the spirit of the Czech 
resistance during the Prague Spring 
and serves as a poignant reminder of 
the human cost of political conflict. 
The film has been widely praised for 
its innovative style and its moving 
portrayal of the events that unfolded 
in Czechoslovakia during that time.

TEHRAN –Iranian novelist 
Mohammad Mohammad-Ali 
passed away in Canada on Friday. 
He was 75. 

Mohammad-Ali was born 
into a large family in Tehran in 
1948. He developed an interest 
in literature at an early age 
and started writing while still 
in school. His first volume of 
stories, “There are Wolves in 
Handabad”, was published in 
1974, and he went on to publish 
several acclaimed works during 
his lifetime.

After four years had 
passed, the second volume of 
Mohammad-Ali’s work, titled 
“The Spirits”, was released. 
During his studies in Politics 
and Sociology, Mohammad-Ali 
served as a civil servant. Joining 
the Iranian Writers’ Association 
in 1977, he also contributed to 

the famous Teheran Goethe 
Institute lectures that same year. 
Along with approximately 60 
other banned Iranian authors, he 
read from his work, protesting 
against the Shah’s dictatorship 
and censorship. 

In 1980, Mohammad-Ali was 

appointed chief editor of the 
esteemed literary journal “Bordj” 
(tower), where he recounted his 
experiences during his travels 
to the Soviet Union. Following 
this, in 1987, the third volume 
of his short stories, titled 
“Retirement”, and a compilation 

of essays called “Copper”, were 
both published. In 1991, the novel 
“Thunder and Lightning Without 
Rain” and the story “The Hidden 
Role” were released, with “The 
Second Eye” following in 1994.

In 1997 his novel “Wet beliefs 
of a Dead Man” was published, in 
1998 the story collection “Regret 
from the Opposite Side”, and one 
year later his revised report of 
his journey through the Soviet 
Union, “Five Years Before 1985”. 
One of his latest novels, “Hidden 
Figure”, was published in 2001. 

Mohammad-Ali was a 
prominent literary fiction writer, 
and his books have always been 
considered important in Persian 
contemporary literature. He 
won numerous literary awards, 
including the Yalda Literary 
Award in 2003 and The Book of 
the Year Award in 1998. 
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The most worthless knowledge is one which comes only on the tongue, 
and the loftiest is one that manifests itself in the significant parts of 

the body, such as the head and heart. 

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:58       Evening: 18:27     Dawn: 4:24 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:48  (tomorrow)
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