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Iranian female filmmakers 
and the Iran-Iraq conflict

Exploring the human 
side of war 

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

Part 1

TEHRAN – The Iran-Iraq war, also known as 
the Sacred Defense, was a brutal conflict that 
took place between the two countries from 
1980 to 1988. The war had a profound impact 
on both countries, resulting in significant 
loss of life, economic devastation, and social 
upheaval.

With its immense human toll and lasting 
impact, Iran-Iraq war remains a significant 
chapter in the history of both nations. It 
serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made 
by the Iranian people.  Page 8

China lambasts 
U.S. sanctions on 
Chinese firms over 
cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN – China has criticized the United 
States for imposing sanctions on a number 
of Chinese companies and individuals over 
cooperation with Iran. 

China firmly opposes the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury adding Chinese companies 
and individuals to the “Specially Designat-
ed Nationals and Blocked Persons (SDN) 
List” for so-called connections to Iran’s un-
manned aerial vehicle and military aircraft 
development, a spokesperson for the Chi-
nese Ministry of Commerce (MOC) has said, 
according to Chinese media. 

The United States has abused unilateral 
sanctions and long-arm jurisdiction, under-
mined international trade order and rules, 
obstructed normal international  Page 3

Iranian and Russian 
presidents discuss 
the Caucasus region

TEHRAN – Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi received a phone call from President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia on Tuesday in which 
they discussed many issues of mutual inter-
est, including the situation in the South Cau-
casus region. 

In the call, President Raisi assessed the 
progress of the relations between the two 
countries as favorable and stressed the 
need for accelerating the implementation 
of agreements and joint projects between 
Tehran and Moscow, including in the fields 
of transit, transportation, energy swap and 
completion of the International North–
South Transport Corridor (INSTC).

Raisi also appreciated Russian support of 
Iran’s membership in BRICS, according to a 
readout by the official website of the Iranian 
presidency. 

“BRICS is one of the emerging organiza-
tions effective in shaping the multipolar 
world and a suitable field for the  Page 3

 France-Afrique a relationship of 
inconvenience 

 French colonial empire: past and 
present

 How West Africa’s economy is held 
captive by France

Iran breaks U.S. monopoly on brain 
stroke medication   

TEHRAN- Despite sanctions, 
an Iranian company has man-
aged to indigenize the produc-
tion of alteplase - a vital drug 
for brain stroke, which was ex-
clusively supplied by an Amer-
ican company.

Alteplase is the only drug 
for acute ischemic stroke 
(AIS). The inauguration of the 
alteplase production line has 
made Iran the world’s second 
producer of medication.

Alteplase (t-PA), a biosyn-
thetic form of human tis-
sue-type plasminogen acti-
vator (t-PA), is a thrombolytic 
medication, used to treat AIS, 
acute ST-elevation myocardi-
al infarction (a type of heart 
attack), pulmonary embolism 

associated with low blood 
pressure, and blocked central 
venous catheter. It is given by 
injection into a vein or artery.

Alteplase is the same as the 
normal human plasminogen 
activator produced in vascular 
endothelial cells and is syn-
thesized via recombinant DNA 
technology in Chinese hamster 
ovary cells (CHO). Alteplase 
causes the breakdown of a clot 
by inducing fibrinolysis.

Alteplase is the only drug 
approved by the US Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) for 
the treatment of AIS.

The vice president for sci-
ence and technology, Ruhollah 
Dehqani-Firouzabadi, attend-
ed a ceremony to launch the 
alteplase production line on 
September 23.

He highlighted the country’s 
special status in the field of 
health, medicine, and treat-
ment, and in particular, the 
field of biotechnology, Mehr 
reported.

“During the past years, we 

have mainly witnessed the 

growth and development of 

knowledge-based companies 

toward technological produc-

tion and development, but 

the new generation of knowl-

edge-based companies is also 

playing a key role in different 

sectors of the domestic econ-

omy, including food, health, 

and energy.”

The technology used by the 

Iranian knowledge-based com-

pany has made this product 

available at a competitive price 

to both national and interna-

tional markets.  Page 7

Alteplase is the only drug approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration for the treatment of 
acute ischemic stroke.
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Iran volleyball win 
third consecutive gold 
in Asiad

TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s volleyball team 
extended dominance in Asia by winning the 
third consecutive gold medal in the Asian 
Games.

Team Melli defeated hosts China 3-1 
(19-25, 25-14, 25-22, 26-24) at the Linping 
Sports Centre Gymnasium.

It’s Iran’s first gold medal in the 2022 
Asian Games in Hangzhou. 

Iran had previously defeated Nepal 3-0, 
Bahrain 3-1, Thailand 3-0 and Qatar 3-0.

Earlier in the day, Japan defeated Qatar 3-1 
to win the bronze medal.  

With more than 12,000 competitors from 
45 nations and territories, the 2022 Asian 
Games has more participants than the 
Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female 
athletes to the Games in 34 sports events.

African Domino

Iran disputes rumors 
of impending direct 
talks with U.S. in Oman

TEHRAN- The Iranian Foreign Ministry 
on Tuesday firmly dismissed media reports 
claiming that Iran and the United States are 
set to hold direct talks in Oman in the coming 
weeks.

The ministry said such media rumors are 
intended to sway the political climate around 
the talks to relieve the sanctions on Iran.

The Amwaj Media news outlet claimed on 
Tuesday that Iran intends to enter direct talks 
with the U.S. in Oman and that high-ranking 
Iranian officials have been given essential 
permissions in advance of the anticipated 
meetings.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iran’s Foreign 
Minister, has previously stated that Tehran 
is serious about entering the 2015 nuclear 
deal if the talks lead to a complete lifting of 
sanctions and all parties fully return to their 
obligations.

Iran “affirms its commitment to the Joint 
Comprehensive  Page 2
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POLITICS
TEHRAN- The head of the Atomic 

Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) 
has criticized attempts by Western 
nations to put political pressure on 
the Islamic Republic, stressing that 
such actions lack any efficiency and 
will not go unanswered. 

The comment was made by Mo-
hammad Eslami at a meeting with 
Rafael Mariano Grossi, the direc-
tor general of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), on 
Monday in Vienna.

Eslami decried the unfair stance 
that Western nations have adopted 
toward Iran, saying that by using 
sanctions “these countries are try-
ing to use the IAEA’s mechanisms 
to mount pressure on Iran.”

“Brutal political pressures ex-
erted by Western countries on Iran 
will not bear fruit and the Islamic 
Republic will not allow any polit-
ically-motivated pressure to go 
unanswered,” Iran’s top nuclear of-
ficial said.

He encouraged Grossi to guard 
the IAEA’s objectivity and profes-
sionalism and prevent the Western 
powers from using the Agency’s 
reports as justification for applying 
pressure on Iran.

The meeting took place as ten-
sions between Iran and the IAEA 
rose following Tehran’s decision 
to ban some IAEA inspectors from 
France and Germany from being 
sent to Iran. 

On September 16, the IAEA chief 

issued a statement condemning 
what he called Iran’s “dispropor-
tionate and unprecedented” move 
to withdraw the designation of 
the Agency’s several “most experi-
enced” inspectors assigned to con-
duct “verification activities” in the 
country under the NPT Safeguards 
Agreement.

The move by Iran, according to 
Grossi, “affects the normal plan-
ning and conduct of Agency verifi-
cation activities” in the nation and 
“openly contradicts the coopera-
tion that should exist between the 
Agency and Iran.”

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman 
for the Iranian Foreign Ministry, 
responded to Grossi’s claims by 
asserting that the U.S. and the 
three European signatories to the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA), the official name for 
the 2015 nuclear agreement, have 

abused the UN nuclear watchdog 
to advance their political goals.

“Unfortunately, despite Iran’s 
positive, constructive and contin-
uous interaction with the IAEA, 
the three European countries and 
the United States have abused 
the Agency’s Board of Governors 
for their own political purposes… 
with the aim of damaging the at-
mosphere of cooperation between 
Iran and the Agency,” Kanaani said 
in a clear reference to France, Brit-
ain and Germany.

On September 13, the IAEA Board 
of Governors also released a state-
ment supported by the West in 
which Iran was charged with vio-
lating its safeguards obligations.

The document, which was signed 
by 62 IAEA members, urged Iran to 
take action to resolve remaining 
safeguards issues and to tell the 

Agency about its new nuclear fa-
cilities.

“IAEA prepared to make ‘con-
crete progress’ on Iran nuclear 
program”

After the meeting, the IAEA di-
rector wrote in a post on X, a so-
cial networking website formerly 
known as Twitter, that his meeting 
with Eslami was “important.”

“Important to engage with Mo-
hammad Eslami, VP and Head of @
aeoi_ir during #IAEAGC. I reiterated 
@IAEAorg willingness to engage 
and make concrete progress in the 
spirit of the March 4 statement to 
provide credible assurances that 
[Iran’s] nuclear programme is ex-
clusively peaceful,” Grossi said.

The IAEA, he continued, is pre-
pared to “engage and make con-
crete progress” in accordance with 
a deal struck on March 4 in Tehran, 
“to provide credible assurances 
that Iran’s nuclear program is ex-
clusively peaceful.”

In a joint statement released at 
the conclusion of the IAEA director 
general’s two-day visit to Tehran in 
March, the two parties announced 
their agreement to take actions to 
promote collaboration and hasten 
the resolution of remaining safe-
guards issues. 

According to the statement, both 
parties noted that such beneficial 
interactions between Iran and the 
IAEA can pave the way for larger 
accords among state parties.

TEHRAN- Under the current volatile situation 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan on Monday emphasized the 
importance of “active communication” between 
Yerevan and Tehran.

Pashinyan made the statement during a 
meeting with Iran’s new ambassador to Yerevan, 
Mehdi Sobhani.

According to a news statement from his of-
fice, Pashinyan noted that his “reliable dia-
logue” with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi lays 
the ground for the steady improvement of bilat-
eral cooperation.

He also congratulated Sobhani on his new 
position, expressing optimism that bilateral ties 
will continue to flourish throughout his diplo-
matic tenure in Armenia.

Sobhani, for his part, reiterated Iran’s 
unambiguous support for Armenia’s terri-

torial integrity.

He voiced worry over the humanitarian situ-
ation in the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh terri-
tory, stating that the safety and rights of Arme-
nians residing there must be ensured.

The Iranian envoy went on to say that the Is-
lamic Republic is eager to expand relations with 
Armenia in all areas.

In the Caucasus region of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which is inside Azerbaijan, the majority of the 
population is of ethnic Armenian descent.

Following the most recent armed clashes 
with Azeri forces, Armenian authorities, who 
have been in charge of the region’s affairs 
without receiving international recognition 
since the early 1990s, declared on Wednesday 
that local “self-defense forces” had disband-
ed and laid down their weapons as part of a 
ceasefire mediated by Russia. 

The ceasefire put an end to Azerbaijan’s 24-
hour war in the enclave.

On Thursday, representatives from Azer-
baijan and Karabakh separatists began their 
first direct peace negotiations in the city of 
Yevlakh as Baku claimed complete authority 
over the region.

Iran has repeatedly urged Armenia and Azer-
baijan to reach a peaceful resolution to their 
conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh territory.

On Friday, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
underlined the need for the Republic of Azer-
baijan to ensure the rights of ethnic Arme-
nians in the Karabakh region. 

Speaking at a military parade in Tehran, 
President Raisi reiterated Iran’s position on 
the situation in the South Caucasus region. 

“The powerful Iranian armed forces are 
present in the region to prevent any change 
in the geopolitics of the region and changes in 
the borders, and they have been successful in 
this,” he asserted. 

Raisi added, “Regarding the developments 
in the [South Caucasus] region, we empha-
size that preserving the rights of Armenians 
and observing the situation of Armenians is a 
necessity, in such a way that the security and 
rights of Armenians must be protected in the 
region and the state of the borders must be 
completely preserved.”

According to CNBC, thousands of ethnic Ar-
menians on Tuesday fled their homes in the 
breakaway enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh.

The mass exodus comes after the lightning 
military operation by Azerbaijan  that saw it take 
full control of the region that has endured more 
than three decades of conflict.

The 24-hour offensive ratcheted up fears 
of major unrest throughout the Caucasus 
— the border region between southeast Eu-
rope and west Asia.

The landlocked territory of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh declared independence from Azerbaijan 
in 1991 and, with the support of Armenia, has 
fought two wars with Azerbaijan in the space of 
30 years. The territory is currently home to an 
estimated 120,000 ethnic Armenians.

TEHRAN - Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian, Iran’s foreign minister, has 
condemned certain nations for 
their “indefensible” backing for the 
burning of sacred texts under the 
flag of free expression.

The comments were made by 
Amir Abdollahian during a meet-
ing with Archbishop Paul Richard 
Gallagher, the Vatican’s Secretary 
for Relations with States, on Sun-
day on the sidelines of the United 
Nations General Assembly Session 
in New York.

“In the world’s current situa-
tion that divine books are being 
desecrated, dialogue between the 

leaders and followers of the Abra-
hamic religions is more important 
than ever,” he said.

Amir Abdollahian continued by 
saying, “The move by certain gov-
ernments to issue permission for 
the desecration of religious sanc-
tities and divine books under the 
pretext of freedom of expression 
is totally indefensible.”

The Iranian President Rai-
si-’s speech at the UN General 
Assembly, in which he held up a 
copy of the Quran and denounced 
the most recent blasphemous 
Quran burnings in Sweden and 
Denmark, was also mentioned by 

the minister. 

He said that “the fires of dis-
respect will not overcome the 
divine truth.”

Amir Abdollahian expressed 
gratitude to Pope Francis for de-
nouncing the Quran burning and 
said that all European nations 
should do the same.

The foreign minister also em-
phasized the Islamic Repub-
lic’s efforts to put a stop to the 
Ukraine war.

“Iran does not consider war a 
solution. It supports any initia-
tive to achieve peace in Ukraine,” 

he added.

Gallagher, for his part, expressed 
satisfaction with the meeting and 
appreciated Amir Abdollahian for 
presenting important views.

Additionally, he stated that ev-
eryone must contribute to bring-
ing about peace in Ukraine.

He also anticipated that the res-
toration of relations between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia would benefit 
the region.

Amir Abdollahian also empha-
sized the importance of a world-
wide response to the terrorism 
that has gripped West Asia.

TEHRAN- The Iranian Foreign Ministry on 
Tuesday firmly dismissed media reports claim-
ing that Iran and the United States are set to 
hold direct talks in Oman in the coming weeks.

The ministry said such media rumors are in-
tended to sway the political climate around the 
talks to relieve the sanctions on Iran.

The Amwaj Media news outlet claimed on 
Tuesday that Iran intends to enter direct talks 

with the U.S. in Oman and that high-ranking Ira-
nian officials have been given essential permis-
sions in advance of the anticipated meetings.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iran’s Foreign 
Minister, has previously stated that Tehran is 
serious about entering the 2015 nuclear deal if 
the talks lead to a complete lifting of sanctions 
and all parties fully return to their obligations.

Iran “affirms its commitment to the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and is 
open to sincere engagement provided that all 
parties adhere to their commitments within 
the framework of the Oman initiative,” the min-
istry said in its Tuesday statement.

Amir Abdollahian has confirmed the contin-
uous indirect communication with the United 
States, noting that the Sultan of Oman’s ini-
tiative provides a viable channel for restarting 
talks to revive the JCPOA.

Armenian PM backs dialogue with Iran amid conflict in Karabagh 

FM decries support for desecration of holy books in the West

Iran disputes rumors of impending direct talks with U.S. in Oman

Siasat-e-Rooz devoted its editorial to the 
claim by Rafael Grossi that Iran is not fully coop-
erating with the IAEA on the Safeguards Agree-
ment and the issuance of a statement by the 
European troika against Iran. It wrote: The IAEA 
and the Westerners claim to be concerned about 
peace and nuclear security in the world, while 
the Zionists’ prime minister Netanyahu has of-
ficially threatened Iran with a nuclear attack 
at the United Nations, and the United States 
and England have sent weapons and bombs 
containing depleted uranium to Ukraine. There-
fore, their anti-Iran claims are just an excuse to 
continue their inconsistent behavior towards 
Tehran. They (the European troika) are still play-
things in the hands of America who have sacri-
ficed their interests for Washington. The IAEA 
and the West cannot expect Iran’s cooperation 
while continuing to behave irrationally towards 
the Islamic Republic. And until the other parties 
to the JCPOA and the IAEA do not take a ratio-
nal and committed approach, there will be no 
change in Iran’s approach towards the IAEA and 
the JCPOA.

Arman-e-Melli: Agreement between Iran 
and America?!

In a note, Arman-e-Melli addressed 
Bloomberg’s claim and said: Some nuclear of-
ficials assess that the data by the IAEA shows 
that Iran is decreasing its stockpile of highly en-
riched uranium. White House national security 
spokesman John Kirby previously said if Iran had 
even taken steps to slow down its enrichment, I 
would not be in a position to confirm it. If Tehran 
does such a thing, this is good news. 

According to Bloomberg, U.S. officials have 
privately acknowledged that they have already 
begun easing sanctions on Iranian oil sales, 
allowing Tehran to increase production to the 
highest level before the limitations began five 
years ago. Mohammad Eslami, the head of the 
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, responded 
to some claims regarding a reduction in Iran’s 
enrichment, saying that the enrichment is pro-
ceeding according to the law of strategic action 
plan and is proceeding within the framework of 
the general measures of the system, and we are 
acting based on it.

Sobh-e-No: The need to take care of an  
understanding

Sobh-e-No devoted its editorial to the pos-
sibility of establishing diplomatic relations be-
tween Saudi Arabia and the Zionist regime and 
wrote: The resumption of relations between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia in the past months has 
undoubtedly marked one of the most import-
ant political developments in the region, which 
is more than any other event in the Middle East. 
Another event was effective and continued bi-
lateral interaction in the direction of maintaining 
peace in the region and adherence to common 
interests. What is certain is that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran will not retreat from its principles 
and interests while emphasizing the importance 
of strengthening regional relations. However, a 
possible normalization of Saudi relations with 
the occupying regime is neither acceptable by 
Islamic countries and nations, nor will the Is-
lamic Republic allow a country to support the 
Persian-speaking media outlets based in Lon-
don against the interests and security of the Ira-
nian nation. Also, a normalization of relations by 
Islamic countries with such a weakened regime 
will not bring any success to Netanyahu’s weak-
ened position in the occupied territories.

Javan: Changing tactics from media  
terrorism to ISIS terrorism

In a commentary, Javan analyzed the failure of 
the enemy to undermine security in Iran. It wrote: 
Rereading the events of the past year in the coun-
try, especially the “riot” project that started in Mehr 
(October 2022), showed that the enemies after 
being disappointed with their soft war against the 
people of Iran have once again put the strategy of 
“terror and support for terrorists” on their agenda. 
The release of the news of the arrest of 28 terror-
ists, who had orchestrated the ominous plan of car-
rying out 30 simultaneous explosions in the most 
populated parts of Tehran, shows that the enemies 
of the region, after giving up hope of the fruition of 
their projects to destabilize the country in the last 
few decades, have once again turned to the failed 
strategies of the 1980s  to destabilize Iran by using 
the tool of terror. However, the project has faced 
a heavy failure due to the acuteness of the intelli-
gence and security agencies of the country.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Workless claimants

Western political pressure on Iran 
‘ineffective,’ nuclear chief says

TEHRAN- The commander of the IRGC Navy 
has denounced the deployment of extra-re-
gional troops and their nuclear-powered 
submarines in the Persian Gulf, noting that 
such warships shouldn’t be stationed in the 
waterway owing to the possible environmen-
tal risks they pose.

In televised remarks on Sunday, Rear Ad-
miral Alireza Tangsiri stated that the pres-
ence of nuclear-powered submarines in the 
Persian Gulf could cause marine contamina-
tion in the event of an accident, resulting in 
a catastrophe in the international waterway.

“Extra-regional countries like the Unit-
ed States, France and others have nucle-
ar-powered submarines. Considering that 
the Persian Gulf is a closed area, if some-
thing happens to one of the submarines and 
the submarine’s reactor faces a problem or 
collides with other vessels, it will cause the 
area to remain polluted for 11 years,” Tangsiri 
cautioned. 

“This means that for 11 years, there will be 
no fish and aquatic animals in this area, and 
its water will become unusable. In fact, the 
Persian Gulf region will be facing a catastro-
phe,” he added.

The senior commander emphasized that 
the nations in the region do not bring their 
nuclear submarines into confined bays, “but 
they do so in the Persian Gulf while it is pro-
hibited, and this should not happen.”

Tangsiri also warned Iran’s southern 
neighbors that the deployment of foreign 
military would not ensure regional stability.

“Our neighbors should never think that ex-
tra-regional countries will stay in the region 

to defend them, rather they will eventually 
leave the region,” he continued, emphasizing 
that the foreigners are in the region to sell 
weapons or pillage oil resources.

A naval alliance amongst the eight Persian 
Gulf littoral states was another suggestion 
made by the chief of the IRGC navy to guar-
antee regional security in the absence of 
outside forces.

Tangsiri emphasized that the countries of 
the Persian Gulf are capable of securing the 
region through mutual cooperation within 
the framework of an alliance of eight nations, 
saying, “We can work together to ensure the 
security of this region in the form of the alli-
ance of the eight Persian Gulf countries and 
let the people of the region live in peace.”

According to Tangsiri, the extra-regional 
nations foster anti-Iran sentiment in order 
to legitimize their unlawful presence in the 
region.

On multiple times, Iranian military author-
ities have maintained that the deployment of 
extra-regional forces in the Persian Gulf is 
unlawful and that there is no need for them 
to fortify the security of the vital waterway.

Nuclear-powered subs pose environmental 
risks to Persian Gulf: admiral 



Partoazar happy 
to make history at 
Hangzhou

By Farrokh Hesabi
TEHRAN - Determined to bring home a 

medal for Iran, Faranak Partoazar, Iranian 
cyclist, talked about her dedication after 
winning a bronze at the Cycling Mountain Bike 
in the 2023 Hangzhou Asian Games.

Partoazar’s win on Monday marked the first 
time an Iranian woman cyclist has won a medal 
in the Asian Games.

“I was determined to win this medal, and 
nothing could stop me,” said Partoazar in her 
interview with Tehran Times.

“I made it my goal to win a medal for Iran 
after my loss at the previous edition of the 
Asian Games in Jakarta. While unforeseeable 
circumstances impacted my medal’s color, I’m 
happy to have demonstrated the potential of 
Iranian female cyclists,” she added. 

“I put my disappointment at the Asian 
Games behind me and set my sights on the 
Hangzhou Games. My determination paid 
off and I made history for my country as a 
female cyclist. I hope my success inspires 
more women in Iran to pursue cycling 
and compete for medals in the upcoming 
games,” she added

When asked about her next goals, Partoazar 
said, “The 2023 Asian Cycling Championship 
is taking place in India soon, and I’m hoping 
to prepare myself well without any injuries 
or pressure. I aim to shine once more and 
obtain the 2024 Olympics quota, and show 
that achieving Olympic quotas is not a 
dream for the Iranian cyclists anymore,” she 
concluded.

Ghorbani’s goal 
among ACL goals 
of group stage - 
Matchday One
TEHRAN – Sepahan football team midfielder 

Mohammad Ghorbani’s goal against Air Force 
Club has been chosen among the 2023-24 AFC 
Champions League (ACL) Goals of the Group 
Stage - Matchday One. 

The-AFC.com has selected 10 of the best goals 
from Matchday One and invites the fans, to cast 
their votes for their favorite ones.

A moment of genius in the 67th minute 
saw holding Ghorbani make a rare foray 
forward and his run was picked up perfectly 
by Mohammad Karimi’s pass. As the Iraqi 
goalkeeper closed in, Ghorbani delicately 
chipped the ball over into the net. 

The match ended in a 2-2 draw. 

Hosseinpour 
takes silver in 
taekwondo
TEHRAN – Alireza Hosseinpour won a silver 

medal in the taekwondo men’s 63kg of 2022 
Asian Games on Tuesday. 

The Iranian athlete lost to Thailand’s 
Banlung Tubtimdang 2-0 in final in Hangzhou.

Hosseinpour had defeated Indonesia’s 
Muhammad Bassam Raihan 2-0, Pakistan’s 
Muhammad Arbaz Khan 2-0, Gibeom Lee of 
South Korea 2-0 and Jordan’s Zaid Alhalawani 
2-0 en route to the final. 

Benzema fit for 
Sepahan match: 
ACL Matchday 2
TEHRAN - Al-Ittihad football club forward 

Karim Benzema will be fit for the match 
against Sepahan in the AFC Champions 
League (ACL) Matchday 2.

The French star missed the match against 
Uzbekistan’s AGMK, where the Saudis Arabian 
team defeated its rival 3-0 in Jeddah.

Al-Ittihad will travel to Isfahan on 
October 2 to meet the Iranian team.

Sepahan were held to a 2-2 draw by 
Iraqi team Al-Quwa Al-Jawiya in Group C 
in their opening match. 

Iran basketball 
start 2022 Asian 
Games in style
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s basketball team 

defeated the UAE 81-57 in Group A of the 
2022 Asian Games on Tuesday.

Navid Rezaeifar led Iran with 19 points 
and Qais Omar Ahmed Alshabebi from 
the UAE collected 23 points.

Team Melli will play Saudi Arabia and 
Kazakhstan on Thursday and Saturday, 
respectively.

Iran basketball have not yet won gold 
medal in the history of Asian Games. 

A record high of nearly 12,500 athletes 
from 45 countries and territories 
compete across 40 sports in the 2022 
Asian Games.

Iran has sent 289 male and female 
athletes to the Games in 34 sports events.

3x3 basketball 
beat Maldives
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s 3x3 basketball 

team defeated the Maldives 22-6 in the 
2022 Asian Games semifinals on Tuesday. 

Iran will play Japan and Turkmenistan 
in Pool B in the following days.

The men’s 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament at the Games is being held at 
the Deqing Geographic Information Park 
Basketball Court, Hangzhou, China from 
September 25 to October 1.

The teams are restricted to under-23 
players.

A record high of nearly 12,500 athletes 
from 45 countries and territories 
compete across 40 sports in the 2022 
Asian Games.

Iran has sent 289 male and female 
athletes to the Games in 34 sports events.

Chief says frozen 
assets in FIFA, 
AFC amount to 
over $33 milion
TEHRAN - Mehdi Taj, president of Iran’s 

Football Federation, announced that the 
country has over $33 million in assets frozen 
in FIFA and the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) due to U.S. sanctions.

During an interview with Iran’s state-run 
IRIB TV, Taj discussed the nation’s attempts to 
recover the assets from FIFA and AFC. He stated 
that Iran’s financial claims from FIFA and AFC 
are $28 million and between $5 million and $6 
million, respectively. While FIFA supports Iran’s 
claims, the funds remain inaccessible because 
foreign banks cannot transfer them due to the 
closure of the country’s SWIFT code, a result of 
U.S. sanctions.

Taj mentioned a recent meeting between 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino on the sidelines 
of the 78th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York. During this 
meeting, Raisi emphasized to Infantino that 
“when FIFA insists that politics is separate 
from football, it should be careful not 
to let politicians interfere in running his 
organization, and that blocking Iran’s funds 
is essentially a political move.”

Infantino reportedly informed Taj of a 
meeting set for Oct. 24 in Paris. If the issue 
remains unresolved by that date, it will be 
a primary topic of discussion. Additionally, 
a workshop is planned in Tashkent, the 
capital of Uzbekistan, on Oct. 3 and 4. An 
Iranian delegation will attend, and the 
topic of Iran’s blocked assets will be on 
the agenda.
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IRAN IN FOCUS

TEHRAN – During the premier 
screening of a documentary 
on Iran’s drone industry called 
“Flagbearer”, the commander of the 
IRGC Aerospace Force called Iran a 
global pioneer in manufacturing 
drones.

Brigadier General Amir-Ali 
Hajizadeh said Iran has now turned 
into a major power in terms of 
drones and has great capabilities 
both in the technical and tactical 

aspects. “Today we serve as a role 
model for other countries and 
many wish to reach our level of 
excellence in the manufacturing of 
drones,” said the commander. 

“Today, we use drones for 
reconnaissance, combat, and 
defense missions. We can also 
use drones for dozens of other 
missions. We use this tool in 
various non-military fields”.

Hajizadeh called the 

documentary, directed by 
Mohammad Shaltooki, a testament 
to the efforts and sacrifices of 
Iranian individuals in the military, 
scientific, and technological fields. 

His words come as Iran is 
commemorating Sacred Defense 
Week, which remembers 8 years 
of Iran’s resistance and courage 
against the invasion of Iraqi 
dictator Saddam Hussein’s army in 
the 1980s. 

Hajizadeh highlighted that Iran 
was not only fighting against 
the forces of Saddam but also 
an entire army and arsenal 
belonging to about 30 countries. 
“About 30 countries stood against 
us to destroy this system and 
decimate Iran, but thanks to the 
perseverance of the nation, we not 
only defeated their war machine 
but also managed to not lose a 
square meter of our land,” the 
general added. 

Iran role model in manufacturing drones: IRGC general

Frome Page 1   economic and trade 
exchanges and harmed the legitimate rights 
and interests of Chinese firms and individuals, 
said the spokesperson.

The United States should immediately 
stop its groundless suppression on Chinese 
companies and individuals, said the 
spokesperson, adding that China will take 
necessary measures to firmly safeguard its 
legitimate rights and interests.

Earlier this month, The U.S. imposed 
sanctions on seven people and four 

companies in China, Russia and Turkey 
which U.S. alleges are connected with the 
development of Iran’s drone program.

The new sanctions came amid Western 
accusations that Iran supplied Russia with 
drones for use in Ukraine, a claim Iran 
roundly rejects. 

Iran and China enjoy strong economic ties, 
with Iran eyeing more Chinese investment in 
Iran. Hojatollah Abdolmaleki, the secretary 
of Iran’s Free Zones High Council, recently 
announced that the country unveiled 850 

foreign investment packages in the 23rd 
China International Fair for Investment & 
Trade (CIFIT).

Iran presented packages ready for 
investment in its 48 free trade and special 
economic zones during the mentioned fair.

According to the secretary of Iran’s Free 
Zones High Council, who traveled to China to 
participate in the event, 850 foreign investment 
packages worth 15 billion euros are ready for 
the investment of foreign partners, which were 
presented in the exhibition.

China lambasts U.S. sanctions on Chinese firms over 
cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN – During a speech on Tuesday, the 
chief commander of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) addressed the foreign 
media campaigns against Iran while drawing 
parallels with the atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

“The enemies’ endeavors in the virtual space 
and their social media campaigns aimed at 
harming Iran are similar to what happened to 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World War II,” 
Hossein Salami remarked. 

During a gathering at the University of Tehran, 
the major general stressed that education 
centers like universities have always been a 
symbol of freedom, liberty, and the fight against 
oppression, colonization, and despotism. That’s 
why the enemy has been trying to infiltrate 
Iranian universities and change the course of 
thought among Iranian students. 

“Universities have sometimes acted 
as battlefields against the enemies of 
independence, freedom, and the authentic 
identity of our nation; for this reason, today 

enemies have set their eyes on our universities 
and have been trying to dominate the hearts and 
minds of the Iranian youth”. 

He added that the people of Iran have been 
the target of crippling economic sanctions, full-
waged cultural invasions, and psychological 
warfare. Salami warmed that Iranians must 
stay alert and do not wobble, as a moment of 
negligence can give terrorists and certain world 
leaders the chance to harm Iran. 

The IRGC chief also touched on enemies’ 
reactions towards last year’s riots in 
Iran, calling their response hasty and 
miscalculated. “The enemies were excited last 
year; false assumptions, miscalculations, and 
deviations in their estimates were the main 
factors in their defeat.” 

He highlighted that the high awareness and 
fierce resistance of the people of Iran as well as 
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution helped the 
country keep itself intact. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, the top 

commander said, “Our enemies concede their 
power is declining. We can see the enemy up 
close; they have nothing to say and are moving 
towards a political ICU”. 

Salami also commented on Iran’s 
impressive progress throughout the years, 
mentioning how a country that was incapable 
of manufacturing guns has now developed 
a powerful domestic military system. “The 
enemies are powerless in domestic and 
international affairs, while the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is progressing,” he added. 

IRGC chief likens media war against Iran to Hiroshima, 
Nagasaki bombings 

TEHRAN – Iran’s newly-
appointed ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, Alireza Enayati, has 
thanked Oman for facilitating the 
resumption of Iran-Saudi relations. 

 Enayati made the remarks in a 
meeting with Omani Ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia Faisal bin Turki Al 
Said in Riyadh. 

Ambassador Enayati said that 
the expansion of Tehran-Muscat 
relations is indicative of the 
wisdom of the two countries’ 
leaderships. 

The ambassador praised 
Oman’s role in reestablishing Iran’s 
relationship with Saudi Arabia, 

according to Tasnim News.

Enayati had previously met 
with Bandar bin Mohammed Al-
Attiyah, the Qatari ambassador 
to Riyadh and discussed with him 
issues of mutual interest.

In the meeting, he emphasized 
the development of neighborhood 
policy by the government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Iranian ambassador also 
met with Safia Taleb al-Suhail, the 
Iraqi ambassador to Saudi Arabia, 
and discussed with him the issues 
of interest to the parties.

Enayati appreciated the role 

of Iraq in establishing relations 
with Saudi Arabia.

Iran and Saudi Arabia signed 
a Chinese-brokered agreement 
on March 10 that led to the 
restoration of Iran-Saudi relations 
after seven years. 

Prior to the March 10 agreement, 
Baghdad and Muscat hosted talks 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

In remarks to the Saudi 
newspaper Asharq Al-Awsat, 
Enayati has recently said, “We 
consider the Kingdom a strategic 
partner of great importance 
within the framework of the good 
neighborliness policy pursued by 

the current government.”

Enayati told the Saudi paper that 
he intends to dedicate his efforts 
in the upcoming period to enhance 
and foster relations between 
Tehran and Riyadh.

He emphasized that both sides 
are strongly determined and 
sincerely willing to develop these 
relations, expressing optimism 
about a promising future.

The ambassador pointed out 
that Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi had instructed him to do his 
utmost “to strengthen brotherly 
and friendly relations between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia.”

Envoy lauds Oman that mediated between Tehran and Riyadh

Frome Page 1   expansion of 
bilateral, regional and international 
interactions between Iran, Russia 
and other member countries,” the 
Iranian president stated. 

Putin, for his part, said the volume 
of trade between the two countries 
hit a record last year. 

He expressed hope that the 
Rasht-Astara railway would be 
operationalized soon and the 
railways of Iran, Azerbaijan and 
Russia be connected to each other. 
The Russian leader said the railway 
will help increase trade exchanges 
between the countries.  

“Iran is a strategic partner of 
Russia,” Putin continued. 

The two presidents also discussed 
the latest developments in the South 
Caucasus region and underlined the 
need for resolution of the Caucasus 
issues through dialogue among 
the two countries and dialogue 
within the format of 3+3. They also 
highlighted the need to avoid foreign 
meddling in the region.  

Iran and Russia have been 
working over the last few years to 
boost their relations. And they are 
working on a long-term cooperation 
document on par with the one Iran 
signed with China. 

Major General Mohammad Baqeri, 
the Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed 
Forces, has said that Tehran and 
Moscow are working on the document. 

He made the remarks in a meeting 
with Sergei Shoigu, the Russian 
Defense Minister, who paid a visit to 
Iran recently. 

In the meeting, General Bagheri 

underlined the importance of boosting 
Iran-Russia relations.

“According to the decision of the 
leaders of the two countries, the 
relations between the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the Federal Republic of 
Russia are on the path of growth 
and development, and fortunately, 
this relationship has gained new 
dimensions over time,” the top Iranian 
general said, according to IRNA.

He added, “The developments 
that have occurred in the world 
today indicate that the period of the 
unipolar world has ended and the 

structure of the international system 
is moving towards a multipolar 
world. The results of the positions 
of Iran and Russia also indicate the 
same issue that the movement of 
global developments towards the 
multipolar system is accelerating.”

Addressing the Russian defense 
minister, General Bagheri said, “Your 
Excellency’s speech at the Moscow 
Security Conference also shows 
the movement of the global power 
structure and the balance of power 
towards the multipolar system.”

He noted, “The opinion of the 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution is that the long-term 
cooperation between Iran and 
Russia is in the interest of both 
countries and for this reason, the 
long-term cooperation document 
between Iran and Russia is being 
drafted. This document has strong 
military and defense dimensions 
and can be a suitable platform for 
the development of long-term 
cooperation between the two 
countries.”

Iranian and Russian presidents 
discuss the Caucasus region
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The recent series of coups in West Afri-
can countries has reignited discussions about 
France’s ongoing colonialism in the continent. 
Mali set the stage in 2021, followed by Burkina 
Faso and Niger, and now Gabon has joined the 
ranks of countries rising against French-backed 
rulers who have been aiding Paris in exploit-
ing Africa’s wealth. While Western media labels 
these coups as violent overthrows of democrat-
ically elected governments, the response from 
African people themselves paints a different 

picture. After each coup, citizens have taken to 
the streets, expressing hope and enthusiasm for 
a new era of prosperity. These scenes may come 
as a shock to millions worldwide who believe 
that the era of colonialism has ended. However, 
the reality is far from it.

France established “cooperation agreements” 
with West African countries upon granting them 
independence. According to these agreements, 
African nations are prohibited from selling their 

resources to any country other than France 
without Paris’ permission. Furthermore, they are 
required to deposit their money and gold in the 
French treasury, leaving them with minimal con-
trol over how these assets can be utilized. They 
also have to use the CFA franc which links their 
currencies to France’s currency. France’s coloni-
zation of Africa may not be around in the form 
of blatant slavery and murder like it used to, but 
it still exist in a more profitable manner. While 
France likes to tell the world that African coun-

tries have stayed committed to the so-called 
cooperation agreements by choice, when Guinea 
decided to leave the colonial system, Paris tried 
to set an example by making sure the country’s 
economy “would never recover”. 

In this edition of our newspaper, we will delve 
into how France continues to exploit West Af-
rican countries while hypocritically posing as a 
defender of human rights. 

Mali: opening the floodgates
Mali was the first country in West Africa to rise up against France’s modern 

colonization. Despite the recent coup, French companies still have a large presence 
in Mali but often via African subsidiaries, and in sectors such as water, sanitation, 

construction, energy, agricultural equipment, information and communication 
technologies, military and health services. This is where you find companies such as 

Orange, BNP, Ubifrance, Air Liquide, and TOTAL which has around 40 service stations. 
Mali is also significant to France due to its gold. The Malian soil contains 7 big gold mines, 
particularly near the border with Senegal. 

Senegal: oldest colony in black Africa
The first permanent French settlement in West Africa was 

established in 1659 at Saint-Louis at the mouth of the Senegal River.

Senegal is one of the richest countries in Africa in terms of natural 
resources. The country has abundant resources of oil, gold, Clay, iron 

ore, phosphate and mineral sands. Tens of African companies, similar to 
other West African nations, are present in Senegal and have dominated all 
of the country’s profitable industries. Senegalese people barely scrape by 
while France continues to rake in billions of dollars of off Senegal’s wealth. 

Ivory Coast: scene of two civil wars
The first Europeans who settled in Côte d’Ivoire were the French who maintained 

their influence on the country throughout the years. Many believe that the two tragic 
civil wars which enveloped Ivory Coast in 2002 and 2011 were largely due to the policies 

imposed upon locals by France. 
The French have also signed numerous protectorate treaties with customary chiefs and 

kings of the West African nation since they stepped foot there. Paris used to directly operate 
coffee, cocoa and banana plantations in Ivory Coast. Currently the French get colossal amounts 
of wood, gold and palm oil from the West African nation’s resources. 

Cameroon: “painful and tragic” past
Cameroon has endured the oppressive dominance of French colonialism for a significant 

period. However, much of the evidence of the atrocities committed by French generals and their 
accomplices against a defenseless and impoverished population has been erased. Even the 

current president of France himself has called the colonial history of Cameroon “tragic and painful”. 
Presently, France maintains its colonization in Cameroon in other ways. About 200 companies 

(subsidiaries of French groups or companies owned by French nationals) were active in Cameroon as of 
2022. The main sectors of activity in which French companies operate are energy, agriculture and wood, 
transport and logistics, financial activities, telecommunications and food distribution. 

Gabon: heart of French arsenal
Gabon is a large supplier of oil and uranium. Gabon’s uranium goes straight into France’s arsenal 

of nuclear weapons. The country is also the second largest producer of manganese in the world 
which is used in the production of steel and batteries.

At least 80 French are active in the West African country, exploiting oil, manganese and other 
products. Most of them have been forced to halt their activities since a coup in August. Among the 
largest French groups present on site, the mining group Eramet initially suspended its extraction and 
rail transport activities but is planning to pick up on them soon. 

Mauritania: a forgotten land
African scholars believe France altered the traditional social framework in Mauritania by 

deepening and institutionalizing ethnic divisions and disrupting long-established systems 
of power. Even the name now given to the country is a term created by the French. The 

people of Mauritania who used to call their land Bilad ai-Shinqit have been forced to lose 
almost every aspect of their identity 

Currently, around 60 French companies, including certain subsidiaries of French groups, are 
present in Mauritania. They are active in various sectors (energy, construction, logistics, banking 
and other services) and employ at least 3,000 Africans who work under questionable conditions. 

Guiana: wealthy poor nation
Guinea’s economic and social indicators are in total contrast to the natural wealth 

available to the country. Indeed, Guinea has immense hydrographic wealth (It’s called the 
water tower of Africa), and enormous mining potential (possesses a third of the world’s 

reserves of bauxite, an ore intended to manufacture aluminum, gold, diamond, manganese, 
zinc, cobalt, nickel, uranium).

France is the largest exploiter of Guiana’s resources and while it gets Aluminium Ore, Rice, and 
other processed fruits and nuts from the country it believes Guiana has “vastly underexploited 
wealth” that Paris should be mindful of.  

Niger: life of French nuclear plants
Niger has been making headlines in the past months due to an army-led 

coup overthrowing the French-backed government of Mohamed Bazoum. Paris 
along with the remaining French-controlled African states in the ECOWAS 

seems to be mulling a potential military intervention in Niger to bring back the 
government of Bazoum. But why is Niger so important to France?

The answer has to do with France’s main nuclear power company Areva now called 
Orano. A third of Orano’s production comes from the Uranium it gets from two active 
mines in Niger. It is also important to mention that 45% of Orano’s shares is owned 
by the French state itself. 

Chad: the loss of a culture
The most important asset France has stolen from Chad is the country’s 

culture. When withdrawing from the African colonies, France imposed two 
conditions on them. First that French would become the official language of 

the country and second, education in French-designed schools would become 
compulsory. When Chad gained independence, the percentage of those who spoke 

French in the country was only around 2%.

Currently, Chad’s petroleum, gold, natron, uranium, limestone, sand, gravel, kaolin 
and salt are getting exploited by French companies which are freely operating thanks 
to the large military presence by Paris. 

Burkina Faso: golden bands around French fingers
Burkina Faso is the 6th largest African gold producer behind Ghana, Sudan, South Africa, 

Guinea and Mali. Industrial mining is dominated by gold. Burkina Faso currently has more 
than 600 active artisanal gold mining sites and more than a million people working in them. 

Many of these people are working under extremely harsh and inhumane conditions. Their 
employers, mostly French, have exploited tons of gold this way. France reportedly looted 39 tons 

of Burkina Faso’s gold in 2016, 36 tons in 2015, 36 tons in 2014, 33 tons in 2013, and 29 tons in 2012 
through the troops it had deployed in the country to “fight terrorism”.  

Togo: torn between big powers
Togo was first a German colony, but during World War I France and Britain 

partitioned the region among themselves after carrying out a bloody invasion. It 
finally gained independence in 1960. 

There were nearly 50 French subsidiaries in Togo in 2019. The sectors dominated 
by French companies are logistics, agriculture and food, construction, and energy. 

What Togo gains from the activity of all these companies is only about 27.9 M Euros 
annually. Togo’s revenues only amounted to 9.4 million in 2015 while French companies 
have been active there since the country’s independence. 

Benin: France’s next big plan
Benin is rich in various natural resources. it has offshore oil reserves in the 

Gulf of Guinea, natural gas reserves that are extracted and used for energy 
production, deposits of minerals such as limestone, marble, clay, and gold 

which are used for construction, manufacturing, and jewelry production, a 
diverse range of agricultural resources including cocoa, palm oil, cotton, coffee, 

corn, yams, cassava, and various fruits and vegetables as well as forests that provide 
timber resources, and phosphate deposits which are used in fertilizer production.

Despite tens of French companies active in Benin, the French-backed Beninese 
government is planning to host more French firms to “support industrialization”.

African Domino
By Mona Hojat Ansari
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By Amir Bahram Arab Ahmadi
TEHRAN - French Colonial 

endeavor in West Africa began 
in 1637, when various generals 
and wealthy French men 
started exploring the continent. 
General Louis Faidherbe, who 
ended up becoming the colonial 

administrator of Senegal, was the first French 
official to recognize the riches and resources of 
West Africa, making the region known as a potential 
profitable colony. “Our possession in the West Coast 
is possibly the one of all our colonies that has before 
it the great future and deserves the whole sympathy 
and attention of the empire,” he wrote to the colonial 
office while dreaming of creating a French African 
empire stretching from Senegal to the Red Sea.

Though France’s colonial presence in Africa dates back 
to the 16th century, it was in the 19th and 20th centuries 
that France became a major colonial power, second only 
to Britain. The French colonial empire encompassed 
vast territories in northern, central, and western Africa, 
comprising 18 modern-day African countries. However, 
France’s colonial policies were primarily driven by the 
desire to exploit Africa’s abundant mineral resources 
for economic gain. This led to the ruthless plundering of 
these resources and the exploitation of African labor, with 
France deploying its troops to ensure the continuation of 
its exploitative practices.

Throughout centuries of colonial rule, numerous 
massacres occurred whenever movements seeking 
independence emerged. French leaders resorted to brutal 
and inhumane methods to suppress these movements, 
resulting in widespread suppression and killings in 
countries such as Senegal, Mali, Chad, Niger, and Algeria. 
Moreover, slavery became a lucrative business for 
France, with generations of Africans trafficked to France 
and other parts of the world as a result of French slave 
policies.

As the threat to French colonial rule grew, France 
attempted to train a generation of African intellectuals 
who would be dependent on France and serve its interests 
once their countries gained independence. France also 
bolstered its military presence in Africa to safeguard its 
colonial interests, a practice that continues to this day 
under the pretext of fighting terrorism.

In the post-colonial era, France has predominantly 
focused on maintaining economic and cultural control 
over its former colonies. French corporations continue 
to exploit and profit from African resources, while 
France supports dictators who align with its interests. 
Additionally, France utilizes cultural institutions and 
media outlets to preserve its influence in Africa, with 
organizations like the Organisation internationale de 
la Francophonie operating under the guidance of the 

French government. This approach has been labeled as 
a form of modern or invisible colonialism.

In recent decades, there has been a growing expression 
of anger and resentment among French-speaking 
African people towards French colonial policies. African 
intellectuals have actively worked towards challenging 
and dismantling the long-lasting effects of French 
colonialism. However, achieving complete independence 
from France will require time and strategic efforts due to 
Africa’s economic ties and dependence on France, as well 
as the use of the CFA franc.

Similar to other colonial empires such as the UK with 
its sterling zone or Portugal with its escudo zone, France 
came up with franc zone. The creation of the CFA franc, 
originally known as the French African Colonial franc, was 
officially declared on December 26, 1945, by General de 
Gaulle. 

Despite its long existence, the CFA franc enjoys tepid to 
no support among the African population. It is believed 
that countries using the CFA franc lack monetary 
independence as France holds immense control over the 
monetary and fiscal policies of these nations. 

Membership in the franc zone is believed to also hinder 
the progress of democracy. It is argued that France has 
never hesitated to remove heads of state who show 
intentions of withdrawing from the system. Many leaders 
were either ousted from power or killed in favor of more 
compliant individuals who would hold onto power at any 
cost, as exemplified by the CAEMC nations and Togo. In 
such circumstances, economic development becomes 
impossible, and the creation of a political system that 
addresses the concerns of the majority of citizens is also 
made extremely difficult. 

Despite multiple coups happening in West Africa, no 
country in the region has yet successfully scrapped 
the African Franc and proceeded to use a currency of 
its own. France holds a tight grip over these countries’ 
economies for now, but it should keep in mind that Africa 
will eventually try to demolish any ghosts of the French 
colonization that is still haunting the continent.  

Furthermore, the increasing presence of China, 
Russia, India, and Turkey in the region has posed a 
threat to French interests in Africa, which could also 
be deemed responsible for the overthrow of French-
backed governments in various African countries. This 
trend may continue to spread to other former French 
colonies.

In conclusion, the struggle for independence from 
French colonialism and the shifting geopolitical dynamics 
in Africa are ongoing processes that will demand time, 
perseverance, and strategic efforts from African nations. 
The journey towards reclaiming true African identity will 
be gradual, encompassing political, economic, cultural, 
and linguistic dimensions.

By Elham Reza Dashti

NIGERIA - France used to rule West Africa and most of its other 
colonial territories through the “Indigénat” or the “Empire of 
Law”. Paris exerted dominance on Africans through various cruel 
and inhumane laws and regulations. The French tried to “tame” 
Africans through punishment, which could range from fines, to 15 
days in prison or immediate execution, if they “disrespected” the 
French or refused to do labor. Plantations, forestry operations and 
salt mines became abundant across Africa where people would 
face death, prison encampments, forced removals, floggings, and 
even amputations if they posed any real or perceived challenges to 
their French masters. France essentially used torture and murder 
as an instrument of national policy and remains unapologetic 
despite its staggeringly harrowing actions to this day. 

By 1960 France was forced to grant independence to almost all 
its former colonies after bloody and entrenched resistance from 
the locals. Even though France has largely removed its forces 
from West Africa after the fall of its colonial empire, thousands 
of French soldiers remain in Africa under the pretext of “fighting 
terrorism”, it continues to exploit the region by controlling the 
West African nations’ resources, economic structures and political 
systems. France decided to maintain its empire in Western and 
central Africa in everything, but name. But how exactly does it 
manage to do so?

In 2018 Italy’s Deputy Prime Minister Luigi Di Maio reiterated an 
accusation repeated by multiple European and African politicians 
that France’s policies in Africa are creating poverty and causing 
migration.“France is one of those countries that by printing money 
for 14 African states prevents their economic development and 
contributes to the fact that the refugees leave and then die in the 
sea or arrive on our coasts,” the official told reporters.

France now uses the CFA Franc to hold its former colonies in 
Africa at bay.

The CFA Franc, established by France in 1945, was created to 
regulate the cost of accessing raw materials from its colonies and 
protect France’s interests from the UK’s “sterling area” monetary 
bloc. Despite gaining independence from France many years ago, 
14 African countries still use the outdated CFA Franc as their 
currency. The currency is often criticized for its significant benefits 
to France and the strict conditions attached to it. What France 
used to pitch as a humanitarian exercise is now being referred to 
as a tool of monetary servitude.

Two groups of countries using the CFA franc as their common 
currency are the West African Economic Monetary Union (WAEMU), 
consisting of Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, 
Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo, and the Central African Economic 
and Monetary Union (CAEMU), consisting of Cameroon, the Central 
African Republic, Chad, Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea and 
Gabon. These two groups account for 14% of Africa’s population 
and 12% of its GDP.

The 14 countries in west and central Africa use the CFA Franc, 
which is issued by the Central Bank of France and guaranteed 
by the same body. The Central Bank of France has pegged this 
currency to the Euro at 656 CFA Francs and the French treasury 

guarantees all CFA members unlimited convertibility of CFA Francs 
to Euros.  In return, these 14 countries let the Bank of France keep 
their foreign currency income and gold reserves. This situation, 
due to the permanent parity of the CFA Franc against the euro, 
practically controls inflation in the economies of these countries 
and ensures economic stability.

what are the downsides of the CFA Franc?
Firstly, these countries have to deposit their own gold and 

foreign currency reserves (Euros, Dollars, Yen, Yuan, etc.) with the 
French Treasury and do not have the authority to manage their 
wealth or decide how to spend their money.

In other words, monetary policy in these countries is determined 
by France.

Independent economies usually use monetary policy to 
stimulate their own growth and economic development in various 
instances of recession or prosperity.

For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, both the US 
Federal Reserve and the European Central Bank followed 
expansionary monetary policies by extensively injecting money 
into the economy to stimulate demand and prevent a recession 
(they did this by supporting industries, making new investments, 
and strengthening households’ economies, etc.).

On the contrary, in times of inflation, they can raise interest 
rates and encourage people to deposit money in banks to reduce 
the amount of money in the economy and bring down general 
price levels by reducing demand.

Since these countries do not have control over their own 
currency, they cannot implement any monetary policies and thus 
have practically no control over their economies.  

These countries are not allowed, for example, to convert their 
Euro reserves into another currency like the Dollar or Yuan when 
the value of the euro decreases globally, and as a result these 
African nations are always prone to suffering losses.

Therefore, in order to achieve economic independence, these 
countries must decouple their own currency from the Bank of 
France.

In other words, the existence of a currency unit issued for 
the 14 countries by France, ensures the continuation of French 
colonization, albeit in an economic sense, over the African 
continent. And as African Franc continues to dominate several 
of African countries’ economies, that means none of the stated 
nations have fully escaped the trap of French colonization.

French colonial empire: past and present How West Africa’s economy is held captive by France

By Agbor Desmond Tabe

C A M E R O O N - F r o m 
a master-servant 
relationship to a 
paternalist relationship, 
France-Afrique was 
born. France-Afrique is 
a social, political, and 

economic project engineered by De Gaulle 
in the 1960s to maintain and protect 
French interests in Africa. It simply 
represents all political and institutional 
systems as well as networks that allow 
France to maintain control over its 
former colonies in order to maintain its 
international prestige. De Gaulle, who 
became president of the Fifth Republic, 
wanted a Franco-African Community 
that would grant autonomy and internal 
government to the African Colonies while 
France retained control over essential 
areas such as defence, foreign affairs, 
and economic and monetary policy. Just 
like her western counterparts, France 
has maintained a realist foreign policy 
towards Africa that is solely predicated 
on national interest. To increase France’s 
international prestige, assimilation as a 
policy was adopted towards her colonies, 
which was more repressive, destructive, 
and less tolerant of African cultures 
and traditions. While the then French 
government believed that the loss of 
formal control would not necessarily 
be accompanied by a loss of real power 
and influence on the continent, some 
African leaders who were pro-African 
nationalists had other plans, and by 
the year 1960, all African countries had 
become independent. Although some 
African countries believed that their 
independence was earned through sweat 
and toil, De Gaulle’s government, however, 
saw it more as a result of French goodwill 
and generosity than of pressure from 
African nationalist movements. This gave 
birth to a paternalist relationship and 
enforced De Gaulle’s vision of a Franco-
African community. These countries, on 
the eve of their independence, had to 

sign documents that gave them paper 
independence and preserved economic 
and political dependence. However, two 
countries were smart enough to identify 
the trap and free themselves: Algeria and 
Guinea.

From the Cold War era till date, the 
Franco-African relationship has been an 
inconvenient one, as the rise of the Soviet 
Union and ideologies like communism and 
socialism gave Francophone Africa hope of 
finally being free from French colonialism. 
However, in order to protect her interests 
in a new political dispensation, the 
French government reshaped her 
foreign policy in order to protect and 
strengthen its economic and political 
interests in Francophone Africa through 
a new form of colonialism termed ‘’Neo-
Colonialism’’. One of the many products 
of Neo-Colonialism was the creation of 
international organisations to reinforce 
French political, economic, and social 
relations between France and Africa, like 

the African and Malagasy Union, created 
in 1961 and subsequently dissolved 
in 1985, and also the International 
Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF). 
The OIF brings together all heads of state 
and government of member countries 
and has played a major role in marketing 
French culture to African countries. 
Through Neo-Colonialism, France has 
often played a fatherly role in many of 
these Francophone African countries by 
intervening economically, militarily, and 
politically. However, these interventions 
have often been welcomed with mixed 
feelings by Africans.

France, through her monetary policy 
and economic prowess, has over the years 
exerted a certain degree of control over 
the economies of Francophone African 
economies while creating a market for 
French exports. This is usually a product of 
mutually beneficial economic agreements 
concluded behind closed doors and is 
common among African heads of state 
who have stayed in power for a long time. 

The CFA franc, the official currency used 
across much of Francophone Africa today 
to foster economic integration across 
the Franco-African Empire, officially 
created on December 26, 1945, by decree 
of General de Gaulle, is a colonial relic. 
Following the pseudo-independence of 
Francophone African countries, the CFA in 
the form of the XOF was designated and 
used across the West African Economic 
and Monetary Union (WAEMU), made up 
of eight countries, which include Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Guinea-Bissau, 
Mali, Niger, Senegal, Togo, and the Central 
African Economic Union. Meanwhile, the 
Monetary Community (CAEMC), made up 
of six countries that include the Central 
African Republic, Gabon, Equatorial 
Guinea, Cameroon, Chad, and Congo, 
used the XAF. As part of an agreement 
between France and the two economic 
communities, the Central Bank of West 
African States and the Bank of Central 
African States are required to deposit 
50% of their foreign exchange reserves 

in a special French treasury operating 
account. Foreign exchange cover of at 
least 20% should be maintained for ‘’sight 
liabilities, and each government is limited 
to a ceiling of 20% of that country’s 
revenue from the previous year. This 
requirement has been widely criticised 
across the continent by many intellectuals 
based on the fact that it deprives these 
countries of economic sovereignty and 
also on the fact that France holds veto 
power on the boards of the two central 
banks within the CFA franc zone. Many 
African heads of state have criticised the 
CFA. For France, there are only benefits 
as she enjoys a trade surplus. French 
companies have preferred access to local 
markets; they exploit, extract, and freely 
export their profits back home. The use 
of the currency by Francophone African 
states became a nightmare when, in 1994, 
Paris decided to review the currency and 
heads of state and heads of central banks 
signed the Dakar declaration, which saw 
the devaluation of the currency by 50% 
of its value at 1 French franc. In the year 
2015, the then Chadian President Idriss 
Debby said that he considers the CFA to 
be pulling African economies down’’ and 
that ‘’time has come to cut the cordon 
that prevents Africa from developing.

Although Africans have expressed their 
concerns over the frustration attached to 
the continuous existence of this currency, 
it is seen as a source of economic control 
and exploitation. Efforts to change 
this currency have failed, including the 
Economic Community of West African 
States decision to adopt a sub-regional 
currency called the Eco in 2020. To 
preserve the existence of France-Afrique, 
France has never hesitated to discard 
heads of state that have attempted 
to leave the system. They are either 
overthrown through military coups or 
assassinated, like in the case of Sylvanus 
Olympio, the then president of Congo, 
who wanted to create an independent 
monetary project for his country.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

FRANCE-AFRIQUE 
a relationship of inconvenience 



TEHRAN – The value of Iran’s exports of 
agricultural products increased by 10.14 percent 
in the first five months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-August 22), according 
to the data released by the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).

Based on the IRICA data, Iranian farmers 
managed to export 2.169 million tons of the 
mentioned products valued at $1.062 billion, 
registering a 7.7 percent decline in terms of 
weight, IRNA reported.

As reported, Iraq, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), and Russia were the top importers of 
Iranian agricultural products in the said five 
months.

During this period, Iran also imported 7.749 
million tons of agricultural products worth 
$4.346 billion, which shows a decrease of 6.17 
percent in terms of weight and 19.34 percent 
in terms of value.

TEHRAN- Iran’s Ministry of Cooperatives, 
Labor and Social Welfare is seeking to 
increase the exports of the cooperative sector 
by formulating a strategic transformation 
plan in the cooperative sector.

The mentioned plan includes some 
strategies such as developing the market 
and strengthening the brand of cooperatives, 
supporting the development plans of export 
management companies, supporting and 
expanding unions between cooperatives, etc.

Iran’s cooperative sector exported 
commodities worth over $185.33 million 
during the first three months of the current 
Iranian year 1402 (March 21- June 21), 
registering a 61.03 percent increase year on 
year.

As IRNA reported, the first five export 
destinations for the products of Iranian 
cooperative companies in the mentioned 
three months were Iraq, Afghanistan, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Kuwait, and 
Oman.

Food products, metals, agricultural 
products, and tourism accounted for the 
biggest share of the exports made by the 
cooperative sector in the said period.

Cooperatives have also been very 
successful in exporting food stuff like rice 
and teas, as well as plastic products and 
household appliances.

Among the provinces of the country, the 
highest export of cooperatives was related 
to the provinces of Khorasan Razavi, East 
Azarbaijan, Fars, Bushehr, and Tehran 
respectively.

As reported, the country’s cooperative 

sector accounted for 1.49 percent of the 
country’s total exports in spring 1402.

According to Head of the Iran Chamber 
of Cooperatives Bahman Abdollahi, over 
100,000 cooperatives are currently active in 
the country.

These cooperatives are active in different 
economic areas including industry and 
mining, agriculture, services, health and 
treatment, and housing.

The Iranian government has been following 
new strategies to remove the obstacles in the 
way of the country’s cooperatives.

“If we believe in the cooperative economy, 
we must remove the obstacles in the way 
of this sector; the role of the parliament 
is important in this regard and I hope this 
part will be taken into consideration in the 
amendment of the cooperative laws and in 
the seventh National Development Plan,” 
Abdollahi said earlier this month.

The official made the remarks in Iran’s first 
Cooperative Economy Congress, which was 
held in Tehran with the presence of President 
Ebrahim Raisi and Labor and Social Welfare 
Minister Solat Mortazavi.

TEHRAN - The latest report by the World 
Steel Association (WSA) indicates that Iran’s 
steel output rose by 1.1 percent in the first 
eight months of 2023 as compared to the 
same period in the previous year.

According to the WSA data, Iran produced 
19.7 million tons of crude steel in the 

mentioned eight months.

Iran was ranked 10th among the world’s 
top steel producers during the first eight 
months of 2023.

The Islamic Republic’s monthly crude 
steel output stood at 1.6 million tons in 
August, indicating a decrease of 24.1 percent 
compared to the figure for August 2022. 

The Iranian Steel industry has been 
constantly developing over the past years 
against all the pressures and obstacles 
created by outside forces like the U.S. 
sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak that 
has severely affected the performance of the 
world’s top producers.

The country is expected to climb to seventh 
place among the world’s top steel producers by 
the Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 
3,323 points (0.16 percent) to 2,097,711 
points on Tuesday.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 

exchanges, and the most important one. The 
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and 
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN - The 10th International 
Exhibition of Rail Transportation, 
Related Industries and Equipment 
of Iran was opened at the Tehran 
Permanent International Fairgrounds 
in a ceremony on Tuesday, the portal 
of the Transport Ministry reported.

The opening ceremony was 
attended by senior officials including 
Transport and Urban Development 
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash and the 
Head of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Railways (known as RAI) Miad Salehi.

As reported, more than 100 
companies are participating in this 
four-day event which is aimed at 
presenting the capabilities of Iranian 
companies, as well as indigenizing 
the rail industry equipment and 
familiarizing the country’s producers 
with the most advanced equipment 
and methods in this field.

Speaking to the press on the 
sidelines of the opening ceremony, 
Bazrpash announced a plan for 
increasing the number of the 
country’s railway transportation 
fleet, saying that “in the next year, a 
significant number of wagons and 
locomotives will enter the country’s 
railway network.”

“The domestic market of the 
country has a high demand for 
railway equipment and many 
companies can enter this market; we 
are facing the limitation of wagons 

and locomotives in the cargo and 
passenger sector,” the minister said.

Rai Head also delivered a speech at 
the opening ceremony saying that his 
company has serious plans for the 
development of rail transportation in 
the country.

“We recorded the highest level of 
passenger transportation through 
the railway network in the first six 
months of the current year, however, 
this is not enough and we continue 
our efforts to improve the railway 
industry,” he said.

According to the official, major 

knowledge-based companies active 
in the freight railway transportation 
sector are also having a strong 
presence in the exhibition this year. 

It should be mentioned that last 
month the Iranian railway fleet 
received 346 new domestically-made 
wagons and locomotives worth 10.09 
trillion rials (about $20.63 million) in 
a ceremony attended by Miad Salehi.

As reported, of the mentioned 
346 wagons and locomotives, 339 
were freight wagons, two were 
locomotives, and five were passenger 
wagons.

The mentioned wagons 
and locomotives have been all 
manufactured by domestic 
companies and firms including 
Mapna Group, Pars Wagon, Kowsar 
Wagon Complex, and Green Polour 
Industrial Group.

The number of locomotives and 
wagons added to the country’s 
railway fleet since the beginning of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21) has increased by eight 
percent compared to the previous 
year’s same period.

The development of the railway 
sector has been one of the macro 
policies of the Iranian government 
as it has been emphasized by the 
general policies of the country’s 
national development plans.

In this regard, the national railway 
fleet has constantly received new 
domestically-made locomotives 
and wagons in the past and current 
Iranian calendar years.

Last year, a total of 1,660 wagons 
and locomotives were added to the 
country’s railway fleet in four stages.

Advantages such as consuming 
less fuel and creating less pollution 
as well as high safety attach priority 
to the railway when compared 
to some other transportation 
systems, and make its development 
economically viable.

TEHRAN – The head of the Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) has announced the establishment of a 
special working group for the development of trade 
relations with China, the ICCIMA portal reported.

“Considering the importance of developing trade 
relations with China, a special working group for 
the development of trade relations with China has 
been formed with the aim of further activating the 
private sectors of the two countries at the level of 
the heads of chambers of commerce,” Selahvarzi 
said in a meeting with Chinese Ambassador to 
Tehran Chang Hua on Tuesday.

Stating that the Belt and Road Initiative 
will create good opportunities for both sides, 
he said: “In addition to the bilateral relations 
between the government sectors of Iran and 
China, we have new plans to increase the 
cooperation between the private sectors of 
the two countries under the framework of the 
BRICS group and the Shanghai Pact.”

Back in early April, the Chinese ambassador 
to Tehran said: “This year is a good year for Iran-
China relations.”

Chang Hua made the remarks in a meeting with 
the members of the Iran-China Joint Chamber of 
Commerce and a number of Iranian traders and 
businessmen, who conduct trade with China, held 
at the place of ICCIMA in Tehran.

Referring to China’s growing economy, the envoy 
said this year is a good year for Iran-China relations, 
adding that during the meeting between the 
leaders of the two countries, important agreements 
were made, including the implementation of the 
25-year cooperation agreement between the two 
countries, and a number of bilateral cooperation 
documents were signed in the fields of agriculture, 
tourism, culture, relief, and rescue, etc.

Majid-Reza Hariri, the head of the Iran-China 
Joint Chamber, also emphasized the desire of Iran’s 
private sector to develop business relations with 
China and said there are obstacles in this direction. 
Among other things, issuing visas for Iranian 
businessmen, especially for their presence at trade 
fairs in China, is associated with problems, and 
facilitating it will definitely help the development 

of relations between the two sides.

Iran and China officially signed the document for 
25-year comprehensive cooperation in March 2021.

The document was signed between Iran’s 
former Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran and China 
finalized 16 memorandums of understanding 
(MOU) under the framework of the two 
countries’ strategic 25-year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an Iran-China 
comprehensive cooperation program summit 
which was held in Tehran on December 13 in the 
presence of Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad 
Mokhber and China’s Vice Premier Hu Chunhua.

The summit was focused on four areas explored 
by four committees between the two countries with 
the aim of paving the way for the implementation 
of the 25-year agreement.

Iran and China also signed 20 memoranda of 
understanding in the presence of the presidents of 
the two countries in Beijing in mid-February.

Heading a high-ranking delegation, Iran’s 
President Ebrahim Raisi was on a three-day state 
visit to China starting February 14.

During President Raisi’s visit to China, Tehran and 
Beijing signed a number of bilateral cooperation 
documents in the fields of agriculture, trade, 
tourism, environmental protection, health, disaster 
relief, culture, and sports.

The documents include agreements in the field 
of transportation and industry worth $12 billion 
and $3.5 billion, respectively; the agreements cover 
various joint projects like the high-speed rail link 
between Tehran and Mashhad, and investment in 
the Imam Khomeini Airport City.

Investment in Iran’s southeastern Mokran Coast 
and the purchase of Iranian oil were also mentioned 
in the documents.

Raisi’s visit served as an example of the high 
level of mutual trust between China and Iran, as 
well as a milestone for bilateral ties.

Then in mid-July, the agreements signed 
between Iran and China during President Raisi’s 

trip to Beijing in mid-February were turned into 
specified projects during the two countries’ joint 
cooperation committee meeting, the Iranian 
finance and economic affairs minister announced.

Ehsan Khandouzi left Tehran for Beijing 
on July 12 to attend the Iran-China Joint 
Cooperation Committee meeting, which was 
held after four and half years.

“With the constructive atmosphere of the 
committee, we will soon witness good events in 
the fields of business and investment”, the official 
wrote on his Twitter account on July 16.

Khandouzi further announced that Iran and 
China are going to begin the execution of some joint 
projects agreed upon in February by the presidents 
of the two countries, as of the following month.

According to the minister, the necessary follow-
ups regarding the mentioned projects have been 
made over the last five months and the final 
decisions for the start of their implementations 
were made during a joint business event on July 13.

“President Raisi had an important trip to Beijing 
last winter and good agreements were made with 
the president of China; in this regard, the necessary 
follow-ups were made by various ministries during 
the last five months, and on Thursday (July 13) the 
first joint committee between Iran and China was 
held after 4.5 years,” Khandouzi said.

“China is Iran’s largest trading partner and 
the most important destination for the export 
of Iranian goods and an important part of our 
imports are also from China. Last year, China’s 
share in Iran’s (non-oil) trade was 24 percent,” 
the minister added.

TEHRAN – The Iranian Free Zones 
High Council has been taking new 
measures to improve the role of 
the free trade and special economic 
zones in the country’s economy, the 
Iranian Free Zones News Agency 
(Freena) reported.

In this regard, Secretary of Free 
Zones High Council Hojatollah 
Abdolmaleki has been holding talks 
with senior officials from various 
government bodies to underline 
the importance of developing free 
zones for the country’s economic 
improvement.

In a meeting with Meisam Latifi, the 
Head of the Public Administration and 
Recruitment Organization on Monday, 
the two sides discussed structural 

and executive issues related to free 
and special economic zones.

Abdolmaleki also held a meeting 
with the Head of the Institute of 
Standards and Industrial Research 
of Iran (ISIRI) Mehdi Eslam-Panah 
in which he stressed the need to 
facilitate administrative affairs 
related to economic and business 
activities in free and special 
economic zones.

In the meeting, Eslam-Panah said 
free and special economic zones are 
effective in the economic progress of 
the country and maximum facilitation 
should be done in the administrative 
affairs related to economic and 
business sectors in these zones.

In another meeting with the Head 

of the Parliament’s Internal Affairs 
Committee Mohammad Saleh Jokar, 
the officials discussed ways of 
improving business and trade in the 
country’s free and special zones under 
the framework of the Seventh National 
Development Plan (2022-2026).

The establishment of free 
trade zones (FTZs) in Iran dates 
back to the Iranian calendar year 
1368 (March 1989 - March 1990) 
following the fall in the country’s 
oil income in the preceding year 
which prompted the government to 
promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of 
Iran were established in the south of 
the country. The first one was Kish 
Free Trade Zone established in 1368 

on Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and 
the second one was Qeshm Free Trade 
Zone established the year after on 
Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz. 

Some five other free trade zones 
have been also established in 
the country since then, including 
Chabahar in southeastern Sistan-
Baluchestan Province, Arvand in 
southwestern Khuzestan Province, 
Anzali in northern Gilan Province, Aras 
in East-Azarbaijan Province and Maku 
in West-Azarbaijan Province, both in 
the northwest of the country. 

The development of existing free 
trade zones and the establishment 
of new FTZs has become one of the 
major economic approaches of the 
Iranian government.
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Transport Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash (C) and RAI Head Miad Salehi 
(L) cut the ribbon at opening ceremony of 10th Intl. Railway Exhibition in 

Tehran on Tuesday

ICCIMA Head Hossein Selahvarzi (R) and 
Chinese Ambassador to Tehran Chang Hua 

Export of agricultural products  
up 10% in 5 months on year

Cooperatives Ministry plans to boost 
cooperative sector’s export

Iran’s steel output up 1.1% in  
8 months: WSA

TEDPIX drops 3,300 points on Tuesday

ICCIMA forms special working group on Iran-China trade development

Free Zones High Council seeks improving FTZs’ role in Iranian economy

Intl. rail transportation expo 
running in Tehran



TEHRAN – The International Conference on 
Combating Sand and Dust Storms, which was held 
in Tehran on September 9-10, has called on coun-
tries affected by sand and dust storms to forge 
stronger cooperation in combating the issue of 
international concern.

Following is the text of the Declaration of the 
conference released on September 10.

Appreciating the support and participation of 
various United Nations agencies in the conference,

Recalling the UNGA Resolutions 70/195, 71/219, 
72/225, 73/237, 74/226, 75/222, 76/211, 77/171 and 
77/294 and UNEA II Resolution 2/21 and 4/10 and 
WMO Congress Decision Cg-XV/3.3.3.6, and UN-
ESCAP Resolution 72/7, in which Sand and Dust 
Storms has been acknowledged to be posing a 
daunting challenge to the sustainable develop-
ment of affected countries,

Noting the outcomes of meetings and confer-
ences on SDSs held over the last two decades in-
cluding the “International Conference on Sand and 
Dust Storms” (July 2017), and the ‘Regional Minis-
terial Meeting on Environmental Cooperation for a 
Better Future” (July 2022) in Tehran,

Welcoming with the appreciation of various 
ongoing initiatives by countries and regional and 
international entities/organizations, including 
the UNDESA, UNCCD, UNEP, UNESCAP, FAO, WMO, 
WHO, UNDP, UN-HABITAT, IOM, and UNDRR to 
combat sand and dust storms,

Emphasizing that climate change is an import-
ant contributor to the occurrence of more extreme 
weather events especially intensity, frequency, 
and risk of sand and dust storms,

Welcoming activities of the UN Coalition on 
Combatting Sand Dust Storms to promote and 
coordinate a collaborative UN system response to 
the growing issues of SDSs, ensuring unified and 
coherent actions including advocacy and funding 
initiatives,

Recognizing the transboundary nature and 
negative impacts of Sand and Dust Storms on 
many countries and regions including those that 
are far away from their hot spots, and acknowl-
edging that Sand and Dust Storms, which are on 
the rise in terms of severity and frequency in many 
parts of the world, are detrimental to human 
health, agricultural land, livelihoods, aquatic and 
terrestrial environment, biodiversity loss, infra-
structure, and the socio-economic systems, in all 
affected countries,

Further recognizing that the challenge of Sand 
and Dust Storms requires concerted and collab-
orative global, regional, and sub-regional as well 
as national responses to address this phenome-
non and underlining the leading role of the United 
Nations system in promoting international coop-
eration and partnerships among countries and 
relevant stakeholders to combat Sand and Dust 
Storms,

Acknowledging that adequate access of de-
veloping countries, as appropriate, to funding, 
know-how, and technology is required for building 
necessary capacities at the national and regional 
levels

2

to adapt to and mitigate the negative impacts 
of sand and dust storms and recognize the need to 
enhance the resilience of affected countries.

Declared herewith to:

1. enhance cooperation on mitigating, con-
trolling, and combating Sand and Dust Storms at 
transboundary, regional and sub-regional, and in-
ternational levels;

2. exchange and share information and views, 
knowledge and experiences, best practices and 
lessons learned, including mitigation of the 
source, adaptation, and management of the im-
pact, data collection and analysis, and transfer of 
the most efficient techniques and technologies in 
combating sand and dust storms;

3. Strengthen scientific and research activities, 
exchange of data and information, and sharing 
experiences among academia and early warning 
centers for effective monitoring, impact-based 
assessment, and forecasting of Sand and Dust 
Storms to foster disaster prevention and miti-
gation through the development of appropriate 
preparedness and effective response to Sand and 
dust storms;

4. Build stronger actions through preven-
tive measures and carrying out, and promotion 
of national, regional, interregional, global, and 
transboundary cooperation, as well as expansion 
of plant and forest cover of affected and fragile 
lands, and forest restoration programs at all lev-
els;

5. Stress the need that combating SDSs should 
also become an integral part of the Climate 
Change mitigation and adaptation strategies, and 
land degradation and eligible for technical and fi-
nancial support;

6. Further Strengthen national legal and insti-
tutional frameworks to share information on Sand 
and Dust Storms and to raise awareness among 
the public and policymakers, promote integrated 
and synergistic actions across various sectors, 
and foster strengthened cooperation among rel-
evant institutions;

7. Enhance public awareness of the impacts 
including the cost of Sand and Dust Storms on 
human health, agriculture, food security, infra-
structure, forest, education, transport, energy, 
and in general socio-economic sectors and the 
environment and partnerships among relevant 
stakeholders on mitigation of those impacts;

8. Develop a strategy for global and regional 
cooperation to address the root causes, risks, and 
impacts of Sand and Dust Storms and to enhance 
resilience through sustainable management of 
natural resources in croplands, rangelands, bare 
lands, and international/transboundary wetlands 
and lakes, biosphere reserves as well as rural and 
urban areas prone to Sand and Dust Storms risks 
and impacts;

9. Continue dialogue on responding to the is-
sues of Sand and Dust Storms among interested 
and affected countries in partnership with rele-
vant international bodies and organizations and 
emphasize organizing similar and regular events, 
and initiatives also with facilitation, contribution, 
and support by the United Nations system;

10. Formulate, review, update, and implement 
global, regional, sub-regional, and national action 
plans to address sand and dust storms with the 
support and participation of multilateral funding 
institutions and the UN system to further assist 
affected countries in different areas of work, in-
cluding funding sub-regional and regional proj-
ects, and action plans;

3
11. Take note of the regional plan of action on 

sand and dust storms in Asia and the Pacific, (ES-
CAP/78/12/Add.1) as a strategic framework and 
reference for countries in other regions including 
African Region, and the ECO Regional Framework 
on Disaster Risk Reduction (ECORFDRR) and its 
roadmap adopted during the 8th ECO Ministerial 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in 2021;

12. Support the establishment of a regional 
trust fund for West Asia to combat sand and dust 
storms in line with the Tehran Ministerial Declara-
tion of 2022 which will be supported by voluntary 
contributions of interested countries, intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations, 
major groups, and other donors, private sectors, 
civil society, and Regional Development Banks, as 
appropriate, for undertaking the implementation 
of regional and sub-regional programs and action 
plans;

13. Underscore the importance of mobilizing 
technical and financial support from all possible 
resources, including the relevant United Nations 
organizations and programs as well as the mul-
tilateral funds established under the multilateral 
environmental agreements such as GEF, GCF, Ad-
aptation Fund, Special Climate Change Fund, LDC 
Fund, Global Fund, Land Degradation Neutrali-
ty Fund – UNCCD and Multilateral Development 
Banks to assist the developing countries in their 
efforts to mitigate and cope with the adverse ef-
fects of Sand and Dust Storms;

14. Support the establishment, as appropriate, 
of regional centers/committees/working groups 
together with a network among affected and 
interested countries to combat sand and dust 
storms through capacity building, technical sup-
port, and preparation and implementation of re-
gional and sub-regional action plans and projects;

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

  From page 1   Export of medicine sharply 
rise

Iran has experienced a significant rise in 
exports of medicine and medical equipment 
in the first four months of the current Iranian 
calendar year that started on March 21.

In August, Heidar Mohammadi, the head of 
the Food and Drug Administration said, “Ex-

ports of pharmaceuticals and medical equip-
ment grew by 300 percent in the first four 
months of the year.”

Last year, some 1,060 trillion rials (about 
$2.1 billion) worth of medicine and medical 
equipment were manufactured inside the 
country, he added.

Around 99 percent of the medicine sup-
plied to the domestic market is produced by 
Iranian companies, he highlighted.

Iran plans to increase the exports of med-
icine to around $200 million in the current 
year from some $60 million last year, Mo-
hammadi said in April.

Currently, the production of medicine, 
medical equipment, and powdered milk is 
supported by subsidies. So, their exports 
were very limited, but it is hoped that their 
exports will increase next year, he explained.

Referring to the shortage of 100 drug 
items in the country, he said: “Currently, 

nearly one and a half percent of the country’s 
pharmaceutical need is imported. Along with 
domestic production, it is done as soon as the 
domestic production meets the demand.”

A total of 227 knowledge-based firms are 
supplying medical equipment for health cen-
ters across the country, according to the Vice 
Presidency for Science and Technology.

Iranian-made pharmaceuticals are cur-
rently exported to Canada, Japan, and Europe, 
Faramarz Ekhteraei, chairman of the Iranian 
Pharmaceutical Industries Syndicate said, 
emphasizing that 72 percent of the country’s 
pharmaceutical raw materials are domesti-
cally produced.

Some 40 percent of the country’s total 
pharmaceutical exports are biotechnology 
products, a member of the board of directors 
of the Association of Manufacturers and Ex-
porters of Medical Biotechnology Products 
said.

TEHRAN- The city of Mashhad will play host 
to the first Khorsheed Media Festival, bringing 
100 women journalists from 40 countries to-
gether.

The three-day event will be held from Sep-
tember 29 to October 1.

This year’s festival has been dedicated to the 
memory of slain Palestinian journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh, who was murdered by Israeli regime 
forces in the occupied West Bank city of Jenin in 
May 2022.

“The Khorsheed Media Festival is an effort 
to unite independent women in media from 
around the world in order to cover important 
issues and voices muffled by the mainstream 
media,” Marzieh Hashemi, an American-Iranian 
broadcaster and the director of the first edition 

of the festival, told Press TV.

The inaugural edition of the festival goes 
with the slogan “Women narrate, illuminate and 
initiate change”, according to the statement is-
sued by organizers.

The event seeks to create a platform for fe-
male journalists from across the world to dis-
cuss the most effective ways to create a new 
concept of reality in journalism.

Such a concept of reality, the statement said, 
would focus on ordinary people, especially 
women and children.

“The festival can be described as a forum to 
harmonize the voices of those less heard at the 
international level,” reads the statement.

Topics that would figure during the three-day 
festival include women in media and promoting 

social justice, the institution of the family under 
media attack, women and the media of resis-
tance, the role played by media in normalizing 
violence against women and media, and mod-
ern slavery, the report added.

BY Mehdi Garshasbi

TEHRAN - September 26 has 
been declared by the Internation-
al Federation of Environmental 
Health, as the World Environmen-
tal Health Day.

The theme for the 2023 World 
Environmental Health Day is 
“Global Environmental Public 
Health: Standing up to protect 
everyone’s health each and every 
day.”

Environmental health is one of 
the largest fields within public 
health because of the myriad ways 
external forces can impact how 
people eat, live, and grow. These 
forces can be about addressing 
our natural environment (as in the 
case of clean water or sanitation), 
but they can also be the conse-
quence of human beings’ actions.

According to the World Health 
Organization, global environmen-
tal issues account for more than 
12.6 million deaths each year. The 
issues mentioned, include soil 
pollution, ultraviolet radiation, 
and biodiversity loss.

According to the data, more 

than 100 illnesses and injuries can 
be directly linked to environmen-
tal health concerns. Often, these 
issues have the greatest impact 
on communities that are poor and 
already have significant health-

care vulnerabilities.

At least 155 countries recognize 
their citizens have the right to live 
in a healthy environment, either 
through national legislation or in-

ternational accords. Despite those 
protections, the World Health 
Organization estimates that 23 
percent of all deaths are linked 
to “environmental risks” like land 
and air pollution, water contami-
nation, and chemical exposure.

The last decade was the hot-
test in human history and we are 
already experiencing the impacts 
of climate change, with wildfires, 
floods, and hurricanes becoming 
regular events that threaten lives, 
livelihoods, and food security.

Climate change also affects 
the survival of microbes, facili-
tating the spread of viruses, and 
expanding the range of vectors. If 
no action is taken, pandemics are 
likely to occur more frequently, 
spread more rapidly, have great-
er economic impact, and kill more 
people.

A primary activity of any pub-
lic health strategy is information 
sharing. By understanding what 
the risks are, environmental 
health professionals can better 
deploy resources to protect ev-
eryone’s health each and every 
day.
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Tehran conference: forge stronger 
cooperation against sand and dust storms

 

Special clinic to relieve families 
during coronavirus pandemic

A special clinic will be opened for the first time in the country to pro-
vide free psychological services to families who have lost their loved 
ones during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The clinic is called “Soog” (literally meaning mourn) will be inau-
gurated at Shahid Beheshti Educational and Medical Center in Zanjan 
province on Wednesday.

The outbreak of coronavirus has changed the lifestyle of many fam-
ilies, Ehsan Fakoor, head of the mental health department of Zanjan 
University of Medical Sciences said.

Sudden changes in life cause stress, while the coronavirus itself has 
doubled the stress due to its contagion and the number of lives it has 
claimed in the world to date, he regretted.

اعضای  که  افرادی  برای  سوگ’  ‘کلینیک   
خانواده را بر اثر کرونا  از دست داده‌اند

افتتاح  از  زنجان  پزشکی  علوم  دانشگاه  روان  بهداشت  گروه  رئیس 
رایگان  خدمات  ارائه  برای  کشور  در  سوگ  کلینیک  نخستین 
روان‌شناختی به خانواده‌هایی که اعضای خانواده خود را به دلیل ابتلا 
به کرونا  از دست داده‌اند خبر داد و اظهار کرد: این کلینیک  ۲۳ 
مهرماه امسال در مرکز آموزشی درمانی شهید بهشتی زنجان کار خود 

را آغاز خواهد کرد.
تا سبک  است  شده  باعث  کرونا  ویروس  شیوع  اینکه  بیان  با  فکور 
زندگی بسیاری از خانواده‌ها دچار تغییر شود، ادامه داد: ایجاد تغییرات 
ناگهانی در زندگی باعث ایجاد استرس می‌شود، این در حالی است که 
خود ویروس کرونا به دلیل واگیردار بودن و نیز آمار فوتی‌هایی که تا 

به امروز در دنیا به جا گذاشته، این استرس را دوچندان کرده است.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Standing up to protect everyone’s health

Iran breaks U.S. monopoly on brain stroke medication   

Media festival to host 100 intl. female journalists
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TEHRAN-Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance proposed establishing a secretariat for 
cultural dialogue among the member states of the 
Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (ICESCO) on Monday in Qatar.

Mohammad Mehdi Esmaili made the remarks in 
an address to the 12th Conference of Ministers of 
Culture in the Islamic World in Doha, ISNA reported 
on Monday.

“To protect our cultural, artistic, moral and 
spiritual assets, we need to share our ideas and 
activities through cultural dialogues and try to 
benefit from each other’s strengths. The secretariat 
can serve as a platform to exchange experiences in 
scientific and cultural the fields,” he noted.

He suggested that the new secretariat can be formed 
under the umbrella of the secretariat of ICESCO, which 
is a specialized organization concerned with fields 
of education, science, culture, and communication 
in Islamic countries to bolster relations among 54 
member states based in Asia and Africa.

“If approved, Iran is ready to host the first 
round of such cultural dialogue as there are many 
common cultural and artistic issues between the 
Islamic nations, and a cultural synergy can be 
reached through negotiation and consensus,” the 
minister added.

The minister underlined that what the world needs 
now is morality and spirituality as turning a blind eye to 
morality and spirituality has resulted in the formation 
of Takfiri and extremist groups in the world.

“Desecration of the Holy Quran in Sweden and 
other parts of the globe has indicated that those 
who are opposed to Islamic unity resort to any 
measures to create a rift among Islamic nations,” 
Esmaili asserted.

“In line with the convergence of the Quranic 
society, Iran is to hold the first International 
Congress of Quran Scholars in October. We have sent 
an official invitation to the culture ministers and 
religious authorities of Muslim countries, but I want 
to use this opportunity and invite all the dignitaries 
here to participate in the congress,” he said.

Elsewhere in his speech and referring to 
Palestine, he urged the necessity for the Islamic 
societies to use their potentials to provide support 
for the Palestinian cause.

He also stressed that the Holy Qods, for its high 
position, has to stay away from religious rivalries 
and hostilities.

“I ask the present Islamic countries to attend 
the Palestine’s International Prize for Literature, 
whose first edition was held last year in Beirut, 
Lebanon, and be the narrator of the oppressed 
voice of the Palestinian nation and their brave 
resistance against the Zionists,” he stated.

Religion of peace

Also speaking at the event, the former UNESCO 
Director-General Irina Bokova, who attended the 
conference as guest of honor, hailed Islam as a 
religion of peace and Islamic civilization as a driver 
for rapprochement among cultures.

She said that Islamic values promote science, 
culture, and civilizational interaction. Praising 
Qatar’s FIFA World Cup 2022 hosting, Bokova said 
the State of Qatar had turned the global mega 
event into a dialogue of cultures.

Bokova lauded ICESCO’s efforts in preserving 
heritage, supporting youth and women, and 
partnering with UNESCO to achieve many goals.

The 12th Conference of Ministers of Culture in 
the Islamic World was held on September 25 and 
26 under the theme “Toward renewing cultural 
action in the Islamic world”.

In the two-day conference, the main principles 
of cultural policy and indicators of sustainable 
development as well as the expansion of joint 
cultural activities in combating the illegal 
trafficking of cultural heritage were discussed.

ICESCO was founded by the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in 1979. Its headquarters 
is located in Rabat, Morocco.

ICESCO’s objectives are to strengthen and 
promote cooperation among the member states 
in the fields of education, science, culture and 
communication; consolidate understanding 
among peoples inside and outside member state; 
contribute to world peace and security through 
various means; publicize the true image of Islam 
and Islamic culture; promote dialogue among 
civilizations, cultures and religions; encourage 
cultural interaction and foster cultural diversity 
in the Member States, while preserving cultural 
identity and intellectual integrity.

TEHRAN – Iranian literati will come together in 
a session on Thursday in Tehran to review the life 
and works by the late Persian poet and children’s 
book writer Ahmadreza Ahmadi. 

Writers Fereydoun Amuzadeh Khalili and Vahid 
Nikhah Azad are scheduled to give speeches during 
the session, which has been organized by Iran’s 
Children and Young Adult Writers Association.

Born in 1940, Ahmadi is considered the founder 
of New Wave Poetry in Iran.

Ahmadi published his debut collection of 
poetry, titled Tarh (Sketch), in 1962. Surrealism 
and American Imagists, such as Saint John Perse, 
Paul Eluard, Louis Aragon, and Ezra Pound, deeply 
influence his poetry.

Moreover, his literary creations extend to 
children and young adult audiences as well.

In the 1960s, Ahmadi pioneered the development 
of the New Wave style in contemporary Iranian poetry. 

This movement gained momentum in the latter half of 
the decade and transformed into a modernist cultural 
phenomenon that impacted Iranian literature, drama, 
cinema, painting and beyond.

Ahmadi established the Tarfeh group in 
1965, joining forces with prominent literary and 
cinematic figures in Iran such as Nader Ebrahimi, 
Esmaeil Nuri Alaa, Mehrdad Samadi, Mohammad 
Ali Sepanlou, Bahram Baizai, Akbar Radi, Jafar 
Koshabadi, Maryam Jazaieri, and Jamileh Dabiri. 
Their mission was to promote and safeguard the 
New Wave movement.

His works have garnered him multiple awards. 
“The Butterfly Fell Asleep On My Pillow”, “The Boy 
Looked At the Sea and Said”, “Suddenly the Lights 
Came On”, “I Wrote Rain, It Rained”, “Broken Glass”, 
“I Will Tell You One Day” and “Senility Notebooks” 
are among his credits.

He passed away due to heart failure in July at 
the age of 83. 

Frome Page 1   Preserving 
the history of this war is essential 
to ensure that its lessons, 
experiences, and consequences 
are not forgotten. In this regard, 
filmmaking plays a vital role in 
capturing and preserving the 
history of the war, allowing future 
generations to understand the 
complexities and human impact of 
this conflict.

War dramas can effectively 
depict the atmosphere, emotions, 
and intricacies of conflict by 
portraying the personal stories and 
experiences of those involved. The 
visual medium allows for a more 
engaging experience, immersing 
the audience into the characters 
and events depicted on screen.

Female filmmakers and 
male filmmakers often bring 
different perspectives to war 
dramas, influenced by their 
life experiences, social roles, 
and artistic sensibilities. These 
distinct viewpoints contribute to a 
richer and more diverse range of 
narratives and interpretations in 
this genre.

In the post-war era, female 
filmmakers have played a crucial 
role in documenting the history 
of the conflict. Through their 
empathetic storytelling and unique 
perspectives, these filmmakers 
have contributed to a greater 
understanding of the human 
impact of war. 

By highlighting the experiences 
and perspectives of the often-
overlooked voices of women, 
they have enriched the audience’s 
understanding of this subject 
matter, preserving the memories 
and lessons of turbulent times for 
future generations.

Two Iranian female directors 
who have made significant 
contributions in this area are 
Narges Abyar and Monir Qeidi.

Narges Abyar and “Track 143”
Narges Abyar, a prominent 

Iranian filmmaker, has made 
significant contributions to 
exploring important issues within 
Iranian society through her films.

Her film “Track 143,” adapted 
from Abyar’s own book of the 
same title, delves into the theme of 
maternal sacrifice during the Iran-
Iraq war. The story revolves around 
Olfat, a mother anxiously awaiting 
the return of her son, who has gone 
missing in action.

In contrast to war dramas that 
often highlight the conflict itself 
and the soldiers directly involved, 
“Track 143” takes a different 
approach by centering on a single 
mother anxiously awaiting her 
son’s return. 

Unlike traditional war films with 
grand battle scenes, this movie 
deliberately avoids depicting the 

war directly. Instead, the audience 
shares in the mother’s experience 
by hearing war news through a 
radio she carries on her waist, 
providing a firsthand account 
of the events happening on the 
warfront. 

This unique perspective offers 
a more intimate and personal 
exploration of the emotional toll 
and uncertainty faced by families 
affected by war.

At first glance, this concept 
may seem suited for a short film 
production. The main character’s 
path to her objective appears 
obstacle-free, as she only waits 
and makes futile attempts without 
committing any significant actions.

The supplementary subplots 
employed by the filmmaker do 
not contribute to the character 
development and subplot of the 
story. For instance, the character 
of the reporter researching the 
martyrs, and a team searching for 
their remains, represents one of 
these subplots. 

However, this subplot 
fails to create a compelling 
dramatic character or establish 
a clear objective for the story. 
Consequently, the mother’s 
character remains the major 
character of the story, which serves 
as a prominent feature of the film’s 
strength.

The movie director intentionally 
steers clear of minor characters 
and the camera relentlessly follows 
the protagonist. The director 
disregards the life and future 
prospects of the martyr’s sister. 
The plot fails to delve into crucial 
subjects such as the challenges 
that the sister must overcome and 
her aspirations of getting married 
and having children. The characters’ 
roles exist solely in relation to the 
mother and her situation.

The true essence of “Track 143” 
lies in its ability to evoke powerful 
emotions, which sets it apart as 
a feature film. Throughout the 

story, the film revolves around 
the mother’s emotional journey, 
skillfully utilizing visual elements 
to express the depth of her 
experiences. Rather than relying 
on extensive dialogue or action, the 
film captures the mother’s inner 
turmoil through poignant imagery, 
allowing the audience to intimately 
connect with her emotions. 

This emphasis on emotional 
storytelling elevates “Track 143” 
from a mere short film concept to 
a captivating feature that leaves a 
profound impact on viewers.

An example of the film’s clever 
use of visual storytelling to evoke 
emotions is seen in the scenes 
depicting the mother’s presence at 
the cement factory. 

As she desperately seeks 
information about her missing 
son, the machines and imposing 
rollers within the factory symbolize 
her futile and agonizing efforts. 
The crushing of stones by these 

mechanical giants serves as a 
representation of the character’s 
fruitless and painful struggle. 

This intelligent use of imagery 
effectively conveys the mother’s 
emotional journey to the audience, 
leaving a lasting impression of 
her overwhelming and desperate 

quest.

In the scene where the mother 
visits the house of a war prisoner 
who has returned to the country, 
another intelligent use of visual 
imagery is evident. Despite her 
desperate hope for information 
about her missing son, she is met 
with disappointment as the man 
is unable to provide any answers. 
Immediately following this scene, 
powerful explosions shake the 
ground, symbolizing the mother’s 
heartbreak and the deep emotional 
wounds she carries. 

“Track 143” skillfully employs 
long and extreme long shots to 
portray the mother’s sense of 
confinement in both time and 
place. The filmmaker deliberately 
eliminates any elements that could 
distract from showcasing the 
mother’s overwhelming loneliness 
and longing, ensuring that every 
aspect of the film serves to express 
her innermost feelings.

One of the most powerful 
scenes in the film occurs in its 
final moments. After years of 
agonizing waiting, all that remains 
of her son’s body are a few bones. 
Yet, these precious fragments are 
tenderly returned to the mother, 
cradled in her arms as if her son is 
reborn anew. 

This scene serves as a profound 
and emotional culmination, 
encapsulating the mother’s 
unwavering love and the 
bittersweet resolution of her long 
and painful journey. 

The impact of this moment 
leaves a lasting impression on the 
audience, evoking a deep sense of 
both heartache and hope.

The film garnered critical 

acclaim and received numerous 
awards, showcasing Abyar’s ability 
to capture the human side of war.

The movie brought Merila Zarei 
a Crystal Simorgh for best actress 
at the 32nd Fajr Film Festival in 
February 2014 for her portrayal of 
Olfat.

TEHRAN-Four films from Iran will 
be screened at the 15th Tashkent 
International Film Festival, also 
known as Pearl of the Silk Road, set 
for September 29 to October 3.

The movies will be shown in a 
program titled “Days of Iran Cinema” 
in Tashkent, Capital of Uzbekistan, 
ILNA reported on Monday.

“No Prior Appointment” by Behruz 
Shoeibi, “Romanticism of Emad 
& Tooba” by Kaveh Sabbaghzade, 
“Squad of Girls” by Monir Qeidi, and 
“Mehran” by Roqieh Tavakkoli are 

the Iranian films included in the 
program.

The acclaimed drama “No Prior 
Appointment”, which won the 
Golden Saint George for best film 
at the 2022 Moscow International 
Film Festival, tells the story of an 
Iranian emigrant who, after 30 
years, is compelled to return to 
her home country upon learning of 
her estranged father’s death. She 
hastily takes leave from her work 
as a doctor in Germany, bringing her 
young autistic son with her, which 
makes the trip challenging for her.

Pegah Ahangarani, Mostafa 
Zamani, Elham Korda and Saber 
Abar are in the cast among others.

A 2022 Iranian war drama, 
“Squad of Girls” revolves around 
the Battle of Khorramshahr of 
1980. It shows the resistance and 
self-sacrifice of women in the early 
days of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq 
war, and by reconstructing live and 
documentary images of the house-
to-house battle in Khorramshahr, 
has created the first cinematic 
image of that resistance from a 
female perspective.

The cast includes Niki Karimi, 
Pantea Panahiha, Fereshteh 
Hosseini, Hoda Zeinolabedin, and 
Sadaf Asgari among others.

A romance comedy, “Romanticism 
of Emad & Tooba” is about Emad and 
Tooba who, when meeting each other 
for the first time, both know that love 
is more of a skill than excitement and 
heartbeat and itchy skin.

Elnaz Habibi, Hesam Mahmoudi, 
and Ali Ansarian play in the movie 
along with the reset of the cast.

“Mehran” follows a family from 
Mehran, a small town near the 

border of Iran and Iraq, which moves 
to Yazd after the Iran-Iraq war 
breaks out in 1980.

The cast includes Alireza 
Abbasbeygi, Sajjad Esmaeili, 
Masoumeh Ghasemipour, Hamid 
Hajimohamadzadeh, Shima 
Mirabshahi, and Mohamad Mehdi 
Mirhosseini among others.

The 15th Tashkent International 
Film Festival is held in order to 
preserve and develop the age-old 
traditions of national cinematography, 
further develop cultural and 
educational activities in the Republic 
of Uzbekistan and develop cultural 
ties at the international level, foster 
patriotism, strengthen friendship 
and brotherhood between peoples, 
and expand the scope of creative 
cooperation between various 
countries.

In addition to the “Days of Iran 
Cinema,” other programs of this 
year’s festival include such events 
as master classes, exclusive film 
screenings, and a competition for 
young directors titled “Cinema in 5 
Days”.

Merila Zarei acts in a scene from “Track 143” by Narges Abyar

Iranian director Narges Abyar in an undated photo
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The greatest Jihad is to battle your own soul. To fight the evil within 
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Prophet Muhammad (S)
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