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U.S.-Iran tensions:
Problem lies in U.S.
domestic politics

By Dr. Jin Liangxiang

The US. is one of the very few countries
having most long-term tensions with oth-
er countries in the world. The reasons are
diversified, some of which however are
actually rooted in US. domestic politics.
The tensions between Iran and the U.S. are
a typical example. Iran had tried but has
failed many times to reach a détente with
the U.S., and the reason actually was on the
US. side. It is U.S. domestic politics that
had disrupted several processes of poten-
tial rapprochements. In other words, Iran-
U.S. relations had long been kidnapped by
U.S. domestic politics.

The meddling of U.S. domestic politics on
its foreign policy takes place in two ways. The
first one is party politics. There are two ma-
jor parties in the United States, namely the
Republican and the Democratic parties. For
the interests of its own party, » Page5

Raisi inaugurates major projects during
provincial trip to Isfahan

TEHRAN - President Ebra-
him Raisi inaugurated several
major projects during a one-
day visit to Isfahan Province
in central Iran on Friday, IRNA
reported.

One of the main inaugura-
tions was the beginning of
the second phase of the major
project for the transferring of
water from the Sea of Oman
to Isfahan with the aim of sup-
plying water to the industrial
sector in the province.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony of the mentioned
project, Raisi told the report-
ers that the implementation
of this project has accelerated

Second phase of major project
to transfer water from Sea
of Oman to Isfahan province
begins in presence of Raisi

and so far 50 percent of it has
been implemented.

Addressing the same cere-
mony, Energy Minister Ali-Ak-
bar Mehrabian said the main
consumption of this water will
be in the industry sector, and a
part is also planned for drink-
ing water in this region, and it
can also be used in the agri-
culture sector of the province.

With the implementation of
this project, the surface and

underground water resourc-
es of Isfahan province can be
used more in the agricultural
sector, the minister added.

The first phase of Mobar-
akeh Steel Company’s Shahid
Kazemi power plant was an-
other project put into opera-
tion by the president during
his visit to Isfahan.

At the first phase the pow-
er plant will have a capacity
of 307 megawatts and when

War photographers capture
the heart of war, veteran
photographer says

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN -War photographers were able to
capture the true essence of the Iran-Iragq war
(1980-1988), also referred to as the Sacred
Defense, through their lenses, the head
of the Revolutionary and Sacred Defense
Photographers Association Mohammad-
Hossein Heidari has said.

The veteran war photographer made
the remarks during an interview with
Tehran Times on Wednesday at the opening
ceremony of the photo exhibition of Kazem
Akhavan, a war photographer who was
abducted in Lebanon in 1982 by the Israeli
regime. » Page 8
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completed the output capacity
of the plant is going to reach
914 MW.

As reported, 200 trillion ri-
als (about $401.9 million) has
been invested by Mobarakeh
Steel Company to complete
this project.

The project is the third pow-
er plant made by the industrial
sector in Iran to supply their
electricity needs during the
peak consumption period.

Heading a delegation, Presi-
dent Raisi arrived in Isfahan on
Friday morning and was wel-
comed by provincial officials.

Iran planning health
co-op groups with
Africa, Latin America

TEHRAN- Mohammad-Hossein Niknam,
the deputy health minister for internation-
al affairs, has said Iran is planning to form
health cooperation groups with some Latin
American and African countries.

Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Iraq,
and the World Health Organization are mem-
bers of G5. Earlier this group had five mem-
bers, but now it has changed into G5+, IRNA
reported.

The Ministry of Health plans to strengthen
cooperation in the field of health and treat-
ment with other countries.

“We are looking to strengthen region-
al health and medical cooperation with a
number of Arab countries with high gross
domestic product (GDP) in the Persian Gulf
IRNA quoted Niknam as saying.

Pointing to the meeting of Iranian and
Saudi Arabian health ministers on the side-
lines of the World Health Forum in Geneva
via webinar, he went on to say, “In the near
future, a memorandum of understanding to
promote health cooperation between Iran
and Saudi Arabia will be signed.”

He added a draft of a memorandum of
understanding has been prepared and ap-
proved by the two sides. It will be signed by
the health ministers of the two countries in
Tehran or Riyadh soon. » Page 7

Navy plans to set up
station for military and
research operations in
Antarctica

TEHRAN - The Iranian Navy plans to establish
a permanent station in Antarctica to carry out
military and scientific operations, Navy Com-
mander Rear Admiral Shahram Irani has said.

In a televised interview on Thursday, Irani not-
ed, “Our future plan is to proudly hoist the Iranian
flag in Antarctica, and undertake collaborative
military and scientific efforts in that region””

“It is not just military work. There has to be
scientific work and our dear scientists are pre-
paring to implement a joint effort in line with
the guidelines of Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei” the top
naval officer added.

According to the commander, such ambitious
future plan demonstrates the Iranian Navy’s
immense potential.

“Last year, in compliance with the guidelines
of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, we
tried to establish a strong maritime presence
across the globe. This came even with various
challenges along the way, the most notable of
which was that we had no experience of such a
task at all,” Irani said.

The Navy commander continued by high-
lighting the ongoing efforts made by some
foreign nations to obstruct Iran’s presence in
open seas, asserting that “within the Navy, we
overcame these obstacles and fears, and could
accomplish the tremendous honor of deploying
the 86th flotilla of warships in international
waters despite foreign conspiracies.” » Page 2

Iran foils assassination
plans intended to foment
ethnic unrest

TEHRAN- Iran’s Intelligence Minister, Esmail
Khatib, said on Thursday that the government
foiled a conspiracy to assassinate several Sunni
clergies, judges, and members of the country's
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC).

The plot, which was planned to be carried out
“on September 30" was intended to “fuel ethnic
and religious differences” in the country, Khatib
said in a visit to Mashhad on Thursday.

The intelligence chief warned that the
adversaries were aiming to create unrest along the
eastern borders and urged authorities, both Shia
and Sunni, to exercise caution.

The comments followed an earlier statement
from the Intelligence Ministry that said its forces
had succeeded in neutralizing a plot to set off as
many as “30 simultaneous explosions” in Tehran.

In connection with the conspiracy, which aimed to

attack the city's populous centers, 28 terrorists were
detained, according to the statement. » Page 2
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Is Japan the new JCPOA mediator?

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In a note, Sobh-e-No discussed the pro-
posal of Japan’s practical initiative to re-
vive the Iran-U.S. nuclear negotiations and
wrote: This proposal comes from Tokyo
while Iran’s nuclear negotiations with the
Western parties have been stalled for sever-
al months, and along with Japan’s proposal,
the countries of Oman and Qatar have also
offered initiatives to resume negotiations
with Iran. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Islamic Republic of Iran said: “The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran considers positive
any initiatives from Japan in line with Teh-
ran’s interests” However, the “trust” fac-
tor plays a prominent role in the selection
of mediators or facilitators by the parties
in cases similar to Japan’s. Considering the
close ties that Japan and the United States
enjoy, Tehran has not officially announced
whether it has accepted or rejected Japan’s
proposal. It seems that Iran is more willing
with mediation of neighboring countries. In
the end, what matters the most is that the
U.S. has not yet shown true determination
and seriousness in pursuing negotiations.
The reason why Iran and the remaining sig-
natories to the JCPOA are stuck and are not
progressing has to do with Washington’s
behavior. Washington’s foreign policy issues
are the main reason why negotiations have
not come to fruition yet.

Javan: Playing a role in anti-JCPOA
triangle

In an analysis, Javan analyzed the an-
ti-JCPOA position of the Zionists. The paper
said: In the situation where the Europeans
have declared that they do not intend to
cancel the missile sanctions against Iran ac-
cording to the sunset clauses of the JCPOA,
the Zionists preferred to move in the direc-
tion of three European countries and justify
the actions of the Europeans that violate the
JCPOA. After Netanyahu’s speech, Moshe
Edri, the head of thelsrael Atomic Energy
Commission (IAEC, claimed that despite the
existing limitations, Iran continues to devel-
op, test and launch long-range ballistic mis-
siles in violation of the UN Security Council
resolution, which is why the expiration of
these sanctions allows Iran to continue
developing its ballistic missile program
without any official restrictions, and this
situation is dangerous and worrisome. The
Americans, as the third side of this anti-Iran
game, have stood shoulder to shoulder with
the Europeans, and some American sena-
tors, in a letter to France, Britain and Ger-
many, welcomed the trio’s recent anti-lran
decision to maintain the missile and drone
sanctions against Iran. Washington asked
Europe to unite their other partners against
Iran.

Iran: Tehran is firmly against the
creation of the Zangezur Corridor

In an interview with Mehdi Seif Tabrizi, a
researcher on Russia and the Caucasus, the
Iran newspaper discussed the recent de-
velopments in the Caucasus. It wrote: After
the start of the Ukraine war and the con-
flict between Russia and the West, as well
as the launch of the North-South Corridor,
it was the British government that sought
to harm the interests of Iran and Russia to
prevent a realization of the potential of the
North-South Corridor and relaunched the
Zangezur Corridor project. This time they
pursued the project with the cooperation
of Baku and Ankara. What Baku and Ankara
are seeking and Iran is opposing is not the
creation of a simple connection route, but
the building of a corridor. Such a corridor,
if built, would disconnect Iran and Armenia
and eventually disconnect Iran from Eu-
rope. The Republic of Azerbaijan wants full
control over the corridor which would be in
violation of Armenia’s sovereignty. Consid-
ering the fractious ties between Armenia
and Azerbaijan and also the clout of the
Israeli regime in the Caucuses region, the
construction of such a corridor would be in
utter disadvantage of Iran and endanger
communication between Tehran and the
European continent. The move would also
lead to countless security and economic
issues and numerous new challenges for
Iran.

Kayhan: Zionists acknowledge Iran’s
cyber power

In a commentary, Kayhan addressed the
claim by the Israeli newspaper Jerusalem
Post regarding Iran’s cyberattacks on the
regime and said: This newspaper claims
that Iran’s enmity with Israel is not just
geopolitical. Rather, Iran’s enmity with Is-
rael also has ideological and existential
aspects as well. The digital zone heralds
a worrisome future for Israel which could
significantly get endangered by Iran’s so-
phisticated cyber capabilities and its in-
transigent stance against Israel. A future
that points toward the larger goal of de-
stabilizing Israel’s pillars. According to any
smart analyst, Iran’s cyberattacks on Israel
are far more important than turbulences
in cyberspace. Iran’s digital strategies are
not just symbolic displays of power but are
set pieces that are designed to erode Is-
rael’s social fabric from the inside out. As
reported by the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS), these cyber
plans are aimed at “disrupting Israeli daily
life, demoralizing Israelis, and destroying
confidence in Israel’s capabilities.”

Dept 4 Case No. F2023-007270

Defendant;

the legal rate and legal costs.

OSLO CONCILIATION BOARD

Extract from complaint currently being dealt with by Oslo Conciliation Board -

Complainant: Kredinor Finans As, Postboks 782 Sentrum, 0106 Oslo

Kamran Jarabadi. Sist kjente adresse: Keshavarz St.1th Aley,
Aria Building No. 1, Ir-456, Islamic Republic Of Iran

The Complainant has filed a complaint against the Defendant with Oslo Conciliation
Board with a demand for payment of NOK 36117,00 with the addition of interest at

The Defendant is hereby ordered to reply to the Conciliation Board in writing by
12.10.2023 stating whether or not the Defendant acknowledges and accepts the
Complainant's claim. If a reply has not been delivered prior to the expiry of the stated
time limit, judgment by default can be pronounced on the basis of the Complainant's
representation of the facts of the case

As the Defendant has no known address, service will be executed with authority in
the Courts Act Section 181. The complaint and order to reply will be deemed to have
been legally served when it has been posted at the legal venue for four weeks.

The documents pertaining to the case can be collected from the Conciliation Board's
offices at Pilestredet 19, 0125 Oslo, Norway. The documents can be sent to a new
address supplied by the Defendant if the Defendant so requests.

Iran foils assassination plans intended
to foment ethnic unrest

From page 1 » They were arrest-
ed from the provinces of Tehran, Al-
borz, and West Azerbaijan, the min-
istry said, adding the detainees were
all members of Daesh with a history
of serving the terrorist group in Syr-
ia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the
Kurdistan region of Irag.

According to the ministry, the ex-
plosions were aimed at spreading
a false impression of pervasive in-
security, sowing hopelessness and
dread across society, and igniting
turmoil and protest.

“The planned operations aimed
to undermine the security and au-
thority of the country and present
an unstable image of Iran. Ter-
rorists wanted the country to be
immersed in fear and despair and
sought to eventually incentivize
violence and riots,” read the Intelli-
gence Ministry statement.

Significant amounts of explosive

materials, tens of explosive devic-
es, 17 US-made handguns, multi-
ple smart and satellite communi-
cation devices, suicide vests, and
large sums of foreign currencies
were confiscated from the terror-
ists, the ministry explained.

“Despite the involvement of
Daesh, the design and execution
plan of the recent failed attacks
were much more sophisticated than

the usual operations of the group.
The attacks had significant similar-
ities with the methods routinely put
to use by the Israeli regime”.

The statement added the use
of various complicated tactics, in-
volvement of highly professional
agents, and vast utilization of social
media platforms and messaging
apps, especially WhatsApp, where
all indicative of a mastermind ex-

isting behind the scenes.

The ministry also declared that
two of Iran’s intelligence forces were
injured during the arrest operations.

Also recently, the ministry an-
nounced that 400 bombs were
discovered that were intended
to detonate at various religious
gatherings around the country
during the mourning rituals mark-
ing the martyrdom of Imam Hus-
sein (AS), the second Shia Imam
and the grandson of Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH).

“We receive many reports saying
that the enemies are trying to take
advantage of another wave of fabri-
cated riots. During this time, we col-
lected about 400 bombs, including
more than 40 which were supposed
to be set off in mourning congrega-
tions of the first 10 days of the lunar
calendar month of Muharram,” the
intelligence chief explained.

Navy plans to set up station for military and research
operations in Antarctica

From page 1 » Despite multiple attempts by
foreign nations to block the naval operation,
the admiral said, the Navy personnel were able
to successfully defuse all hostile schemes by
employing domestic military equipment and
exerting tremendous efforts.

The 86th Iranian naval fleet, which set sail
from the southern port city of Bandar Abbas
on September 20, 2022, came home on May

20, 2023, after circumnavigating the globe. It
broke the record for the longest distance trav-
eled by an Iranian flotilla in international seas.

High-ranking Iranian authorities and com-
manders welcomed the flotilla’s return, in-
cluding Ayatollah Khamenei, who commended
the “courageous forces of the 86th flotilla of
warships of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army
on their great and successful voyage.’
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Air defense monitors planes outside the region, says commander

TEHRAN - The commander of
the Air Defense Forces innorth-
western Iran has announced that
Iran has all types of radars and
it could detect the planes of the
countries outside the region on
time and warn them, Fars reported
on Friday.

“More than 48,000 air target
identifications, more than 25,000
interceptions, and more than
23,800 Baath regime attacks
were repelled” said Brigadier
General Abbas Azimi, referring to
the bravery of Iran’s air defense
performance during Saddam
Hussein’s war against Iran in the
1980s.

The air defense also safeguard-
ed more than 345 Iranian com-
mercial ships, including oil tankers,
according to the general.

The heroic performance of the
air defense caused the Baath re-

gime to modernize its fleet three
times during the 8-year war

Irag’s army suddenly invaded
Iran on September 22, 1980, from
land, sea and air. The war lasted
until the summer of 1988.

Regarding the duties of the air
defense in peacetime, he said to-
day every type of aircraft such as
drones, even drones with a low
radar cross-section (RCS), are
detectable by Iran’s air defense
and they are carefully guided with
flight guidance if they are friends,
otherwise, they will be given the
necessary warnings.

Identifying the plane that
was carrying Abdul Malik Rigi and
forcing it to land was described as
“unique” by the military official as
the air defense succeeded in de-
tecting the plane among hundreds
of others that were flying in the sky
at the same time.

Rigi was the leader of a terror-
ist group in Sistan-Baluchestan
Province in southeast Iran. He was
arrested on February 23, 2010.

General Abbas Azimi also said
that a plane of the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF)
operated by NATO countries tried
to pass through Iran’s sky with-
out permission under the guise of
a passenger plane. But the plane,
which was carrying 120 NATO
soldiers, was identified by the air
defense and forced to land, he ex-
plained. Yet, Iran allowed it to fly
again after it apologized and ob-
tained the necessary permits, add-
ed Azimi.

Finally, as a result of bravery,
vigilance and sharp eyes of air
defense, in 2016, the sky of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran was named
as the safest in the world by the
International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAOQ).

Regarding the coverage zone of
the air defense, the commander
noted that the northwest air de-
fense covers an area equivalent to
one-fifteenth of the country. The
area covers and monitors hun-
dreds of kilometers beyond Iran’s
borders as well, the commander
pointed out.

Pointing to the equipment and
the coverage zone of the area,
the commander said the area is
equipped with all types of radars,
active and passive, which en-
abled Iran to detect radar-evading
planes and wam them.

The northwest air defense zone
has successfully performed and
safeguarded Iran’s sky.

Various types of low-altitude
and medium-altitude missile sys-
tems are at hand in the so-called
region, as per the Iranian com-
mander.

Tehran denounces deadly terror attack in Pakistan

TEHRAN- Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman
for Iran’s Foreign Ministry, on Friday denounced
the fatal terrorist bombing of a religious gath-
ering in Pakistan’s Balochistan region.

Kanaani also offered condolences to the Pa-
kistani government and people, particularly
the victims’ families, in a statement issued by
the Iranian Foreign Ministry, and hoped for the
rapid recovery of those injured in the event.

Nuclear officials from Iran,
Pakistan propose civilian

On Friday, an explosion happened outside
a mosque as people gathered to celebrate
Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi, the birthday of Islam’s
Prophet Muhammad, in the Kora Khan region
of Balochistan’s Mastung district.

According to Aetzaz Ahmed Goraya, the
deputy inspector general of the Counter-Ter-
rorism Department Police in the provincial
capital city of Quetta, at least 50 persons
were killed in the incident.

Based on the police official, more than 50
others were hurt in the bomb incident, and
dozens are currently being treated in hospi-
tals, adding that the death toll might grow
further because some of the injured are in
serious condition.

It was a suicide attack, as per the initial
reports and police investigations. So yet,
no group has claimed responsibility for the
explosion.

nuclear energy co-op

TEHRAN- The nuclear chiefs
from Iran and Pakistan has dis-
cussed cooperation in areas of
nuclear technology for civilian
purposes

Mohammad Eslami of Iran and
Raja Ali Raza Anwar of Pakistan
held talks on the issue on Thurs-
day on the sidelines of the an-
nual session of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
General Conference in Vienna.

Eslami and Raza Anwar also
discussed cooperation in other
fields.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian stated
last month that the Islamic Re-
public places no limitation on the
development of full-fledged ties
with neighboring Pakistan in ar-

eas of mutual interest.

Amir Abdollahian made state-
ments during a meeting with
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani, the
chairman of the Pakistani Senate,
in Islamabad on August 4.

He described the current trend
of ties as positive that are geared
toward future growth.

Iran’s top diplomat has urged
Pakistan to finish its portion of the
much-delayed project that has
been put on hold since 2014, citing
the multi-billion-dollar gas pipe-
line connecting the two nations
as one of the prominent areas of
bilateral cooperation.

Pakistan was obliged to com-
plete the pipeline’s construction
on its soil by the end of 2014.

But the work stalled, upsetting
Tehran, which has said it had in-
vested $2 billion in the pipeline on
its side of the border.

Washington has voiced oppo-
sition to the pipeline because it
could go against the unlawful
sanctions placed on Tehran.

The Iranian foreign minister
also emphasized the value of fos-
tering cross-border commerce
and called for the timely fulfill-
ment of agreements on the devel-
opment and completion of border
terminals and markets.

Back in August, Amir Abdollahian
visited Islamabad to meet with lo-
cal officials and businesspersons.
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In conformity with international
law, the Iranian foreign minister
proposed a variety of ideas to im-
prove economic and commercial
relations with Pakistan.

In a meeting with Shehbaz
Sharif, then Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan, he also provided him with
information on the discussions
between delegates from the two
states on political, economic,
trade, security, and border issues.

Pointing to the agreements
about banking activities, barter
system and gas transfer pipe-
lines, Amir Abdollahian reaffirmed
Iran’s determination to carry out
the bilateral deals with Pakistan.



Iran mulls sending humanitarian

aid to Armenia: report
[ L] s —

TEHRAN - An Iranian lawmaker,
who is originally Armenian, has
said that the authorities in Iran are
considering sending humanitarian
aid to Armenia amid an exodus
of Karabakh Armenians from the
disputed region.

The lawmaker, Robert
Beglaryan, told the Armenian news
outlet “NEWS am” that Mehdi
Sobhani, the Ambassador of Iran to
Armenia, has written a letter to the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
urging them to take immediate
action and send humanitarian aid
from Iran to Armenia.

Beglaryan also mentioned that
negotiations had taken place with
the Iranian Red Crescent Society.

The Iranian government is in the
process of making preparations,
according to the Iranian lawmaker.

“Three days ago, another (ethnic
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Armenian) Iranian  parliament
member, Ara Shahverdyan,and | met
with the Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and expressed our concerns
about the situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh, the situation with the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh, and
the potential crimes and threats
of deportations of Armenians,
Beglaryan said on September 27.
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He added, “We called on the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
pay closer attention to these issues.
A relevant report has already been
prepared and will be submitted to
the head of the country’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, who is returning
from New York today.”

The departure of Karabakh
Armenians took place in the wake

ofasurrenderagreementbetween
the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the local authorities of the
disputed region. The Russian-
brokered agreement included
a self-dissolution of Armenian
institutions in Karabakh.
Following the 28 September
announcement, tens of thousands
of Karabakh Armenians have left
their homeland for neighboring
Armenia.

TheAzerbaijani forces entered the
region following the announcement.

The complete departure of
Karabakh ~ Armenians  could
potentially put an end to the
decades-long conflict over the
region and pave the way for a
peace agreement between Baku
and Yerevan, all at the expense
of the historical residents of the
Karabakh region.

U.S. quietly acknowledges Iran successful launch of satellite

TEHRAN - The United States has quietly
acknowledged that the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) successfully launched an imaging
satellite into orbit, the Associated Press reported.

Early Friday, data published by the website
space-track.org listed a launch Wednesday by
Iran that put the Noor-3 satellite into orbit,
the American news agency said, adding that
information for the website is supplied by the 18th
Space Defense Squadron of the U.S. Space Force,
the newest arm of the American military.

It put the satellite at over 450 kilometers
(280 miles) above the Earth’s surface, which
corresponds to lIranian state media reports
regarding the launch. It also identified the rocket
carrying the satellite as a Qased.

Also, the USS. has voiced concern over the latest
Iranian satellite launch. US. State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller said, “We have long
made clear our concernsabout Iran’s space launch
vehicle programs, that they provide a pathway to
expand its longer-range missile systems. Space
launch vehicles incorporate technologies virtually
identical and interchangeable to - with those
used in ballistic missiles.”

On Wednesday, Iran announced the launch of its
newest imaging satellite, Nour-3.

The new satellite was put into an orbit 450km
(280 miles) from the surface of the Earth. It was
launched by a missile named Qased, which has
been used before to carry the two earlier versions
of the same satellite into space. The Qased carrier
was also developed by the IRGC.

Minister of Communications and Information
Technology Issa Zarepour said via X, “With the
efforts of IRGC Aerospace Force specialists, a few
moments ago, the Nour-3 imaging satellite was
successfully placed into a 450 km orbit of the
earth with the Iranian Qased satellite carrier”

“I congratulate all Iranian people, those active
in the country’s space industry, and the IRGC’s
space experts for this success. God willing,
this year will be a fruitful year for the country’s
space industry,” he added.

General Hossein Salami, the chief commander of
the IRGC, said the Nour-3 satellite would be used for
intelligence gathering. “We will use the information
the Najm satellite (Nour-3) gathers from the earth
to meet the intelligence needs of the IRGC,” General
Salami said, according to Tasnim News.

Iran asks for independence in addressing Afghanistan’s crises

TEHRAN - Iran has asked

Afghanistan’s neighboring countries

neighboring countries to help solve
Afghanistan’s grave issues “without
relying on foreign states”.

During the 5th meeting of the
Moscow Format on Afghanistan
held in Russia’s Kazan on Friday, the
Iranian president’s special envoy for
Afghanistan slammed Washington’s
20-year occupation of the country.

Hassan Kazemi Qomi, who also
serves as Iran's ambassador to
Kabul, said years of U.S. interference
in Afghanistan’s internal affairs have
laid waste to various aspects of
the Afghan people’s lives. He asked

to get united in the face of foreign
threats meaning to take advantage
of Afghanistan’s distress.

“Standing against Afghanistan’s
neighbors is a front belonging to
foreign states which despite being
far from the country, have a vest
interest in Afghanistan and are
seeking to impose their own values
and ideologies on other societies,’
stated the Iranian special envoy.

He also expressed hope that the
current rulers of Afghanistan could
forge friendly relations with the
neighboring countries.

from 15 countries
attended the 5th meeting of the
Moscow Format on Afghanistan.
A delegation from the Taliban was
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also present during the meeting
which aimed to discuss an inclusive
Afghan government and counter-
terrorism efforts.

Resistance role in regional equations irreplaceable: FM

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian has praised the pivotal role
of the Resistance Front in the West Asia region,
saying itis irreplaceable.

Amir Abdollahian made the remarks in a
meeting with Hojjat-ul-Islam Wal-Muslimin
Seyyed Issa Tabatabaei and the accompanying
delegation who are in Iran to take part in
the International Conference of Expatriate
Mujahedeen.

In the meeting, the Iranian foreign minister
highlighted Tabatabaei’s efforts aligned with
the activities of Imam Musa Sadr, expressing
appreciation for them, according to the Iranian
foreign ministry.

Amir Abdollahian also highlighted Tabatabai’s
significant support and contributions to
enhancing the resistance’s position in Lebanon,

the region, and the Islamic world.

Honoring martyr General Qassem Soleimani,
the minister of foreign affairs also revealed an
untold memory of the esteemed martyr and
resistance leader during his tenure as deputy
minister of foreign affairs.

Referring to Hezbollah’'s impactful struggles
and actions, he emphasized that the role of
resistance in regional and global dynamics
remains unparalleled today.

Amir Abdollahian conveyed hope for the
continued cultural and social services of
Tabatabaei, a dedicated Mujahid, and offered
condolences for the passing of Tabatabaei's
wife and conveyed sympathy to her children.

In the meeting, Tabatabaei commended the
efforts of the organizers of the International
Conference  of  Expatriate  Mujahideen,

identifying himself as a humble soldier of the
imams of the Revolution and a servant of the
people of Iran, Lebanon, and Palestine.

He lauded the honorable position and
services of President Raisi's administration
and the diplomatic apparatus of the Islamic
Republic of Iran over the past two years,
acknowledging theirtangible and commendable
transformation.

Expressing pride in serving the resistance
and Hezbollah, he emphasized his commitment
to this heartfelt belief until the end of his life.

Present at the meeting were Mr. Taqavi and
Mr. Malek Mohammadi, the current and previous
representatives of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly, along with the foreign minister’s
cultural advisor, Amroodi.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

BRICS can play important role in new global order: parliament speaker

TEHRAN - Iran’s Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf wrapped
up his two-day trip to Johannesburg
on Friday after attending the 9th
BRICS parliamentary forum in the
South African city.

Upon arriving in Tehran, Ghalibaf
took the time to speak to reporters at
the Mehrabad International Airport.

The official hoped that Iran could
make use of the immense capacities
of the bloc. “The member countries
of the bloc have significant economic
and production capacities,” said the
parliament speaker.

He declared that more than 50
financial projects are currently
underway which would benefit all
members of BRICS including Iran.
The group has already created a
development bank with an initial
$50 billion investment, according

to the speaker.

“Im  the political-economic
dimension, action has been taken in
a way that major economic powers
stand against US. unilateralism
together,and Iranisalso considered
an active member”.

Regarding how Iran in particular
can benefit from the group, Ghalibaf
explained that BRICS has created a
financial system similar to SWIFT
which Tehran can join and make
use of. The option along with other
opportunities provided by the bloc can
help neutralize US. sanctions against
Iran. This is while countries that are
part of BRICS can also benefit from
Iran’s presence in the meantime.

“In the meeting | had with my
counterparts, they all admitted that
Iran’s presence in BRICS is of great
importance to the members due to

the country’s geographical position,
its power in knowledge-based
industries, and other capacities it
possesses,” Ghalibaf stressed.

He also mentioned the shifting
power dynamics in the world and
called BRICS an entity which can play
an important role in the new global
order. That's because the bloc can
help prevent “unilateralism” and help
provide “sustainable peace”.

Regarding his bilateral meetings
with other officials, Ghalibaf said
he was able to hold successful talks
with world officials, including the
parliament speaker of Egypt.

“l also had bilateral meetings
during this trip. One of the successful
meetings of this trip was the
meeting | had with the Speaker of
the Egyptian Parliament. Egypt is an
important country in the Arab world,

the Islamic world, and North Africa,
and it is an ancient country. There
are many commonalities between
Egypt and Iran,” explained the top
Iranian lawmaker, announcing that
he has received an invitation from
his Egyptian counterpart to visit the
Arab country.

Ghalibaf also held meetings
with the speaker of the Federal
National Council of the UAE, and the
parliament speaker of Nambia.

The Islamic Republic of Iran was
officially invited to join the BRICS
bloc of emerging economies in
August. Iran along with Saudi Arabia
and four other nations will become
full members of the bloc as of 2024.

Tehran also gained full membership
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization in July.

Taftian,
Esmaeilnezhad
qualify for 100m
semifinals

TEHRAN - Iranian sprinters Hamideh
Esmaeilnezhad and Hassan Taftian secured
their places in the semifinals round of the
100m in the 2022 Asian Games.

Esmaeilnezhad crossed the line with a time
of 11.57 seconds in the women’s 100m Heat 3
behind Chinese athlete Yongli Wei who clocked
11.35 seconds.

Taftian also qualified for the semifinals in
the men’s 100m with a time of 10.42 seconds
in Heat 3. Malaysian Azeem Bin Mohd Fahmi
Muhammad came of Malaysia came first in the
heat with 10.28 seconds.

Iranian female athlete Farzaneh Fasihi failed
to advance to the semifinals, finishing fourth
in Heat 2 with 11.70 seconds.

The semifinals and final rounds will be held
on Saturday.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45
nations and territories, the 2022 Asian Games
has more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Wushu athletes
win two gold, three
silver medals

TEHRAN - Iranian wushu athletes claimed
two gold and three silver medal in the 2022
Asian Games on Thursday.

In the women’s 52kg, Elaheh Mansourian
won a silver medal after losing to Chinese
fighter Yueyao Li 2-0 in the final. She had
defeated Nepalese athlete Elina Chaudhary
Round of 16, Pakistan’s Samreen Altaf in
quarterfinals and Indonesian Tharisa Dea
Florentina in semifinals.

Shoja Panahi seized a silver medal in the
men’s 60kg. He defeated Yemen's Yousef
Ahmed Saad Isskandar in Round of 16,
Kyrgyzstan's Askat Omurzakov in quarterfinals
and Gideon Fred Padua in semifinals but lost
to Xuetao Wang of China 2-0 in the final.

Afshin Salimi won a gold medal in the men’s
65kg. He first defeated Vietnamese Chuong
Truong van in quarterfinal and then beat South
Korea’s Jeon Seong Jin in semifinals. Salimi
finally beat Indonesian practitioner Samuel
Marbun in the final match.

Mohsen Mohammadseifi took a silver medal
in the men's 70kg. The three-time Asian
Games gold medal winner lost to China’s Feng
He 2-0 in the final match. Mohammadseifi
had defeated South Korea’s Gicheol Song in
Round of 16, Turkmenistan’s Mekan Paltayev
in quarterfinals and Huan Yi Zhang of Chinese
Taipei in semifinals.

Yousef Sabri won Iran’s wushu's second
gold medal in the 2022 Asian Games. He
first defeated Shokhzod Tashpolatov of
Kazakhstan in Round of 16 and then beat
Uzbekistan’s Azizbek Isroilov and Nasratullah
Habibi of Afghanistan in the quarterfinals and
semifinals, respectively. Sabri beat Macao’s
Feilong Cai to win gold in the men’s 75kg.

Zahra Kiani in the women’s Qiangshu and
Shahrbanoo Mansourian in the women’s 60kh
had previously won a silver and a bronze medal
in the Games, respectively.

Iranian Kabaddi
teams learn fate

TEHRAN - Iran’s women’s and men’s kabaddi
teams discovered their opponents at the 2022
Asian Games.

Iran’s women’s team has been pitted against
Bangladesh and Nepal in Group B.

India, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and South
Korea are in Group A.

Iran’s men'’s team is drawn in Group B along
with Pakistan, South Korea and Malaysia

Group A consists of India, Japan, Bangladesh,
Thailand, Chinese Taipei.
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Teams are divided into two groups with each
team playing in a round-robin format with
other teams in their group.

The top two teams from each group will
advance to the semifinals, which will be the
bronze medal matches.

Iran team are the defending champions in
both the men’s and women'’s events.

India are the most successful team in
kabaddi at the Asian Games, having won the
title in all but one edition - in both events -
since the sport was introduced in 1990.

Ma Ning to officiate
Nassaji v Al Hilal
match

TEHRAN - Chinese referee Ma Ning has been
chosen to officiate the match between Nassaji
and Al Hilal football teams.

Nassaji will host the Saudi Arabian giant in
Tehran on Tuesday in Group D of the 2023-24
AFC Champions League.

Oman’s Ahmed Abu Bakar Said Al-Kaf will
also officiate the match between Sepahan and
Al lttihad.

Sepahan will host the Saudi Arabian team in
Isfahan on Monday in Group C. of 2023-24 ACL.

Vafaei qualifies
for British Open
quarters

TEHRAN - Hossein Vafaei of Iran defeated
Scotland’s Graeme Dott 4-2 in the in the British
Open Round of 16.

He will meet Chinese snooker player He
Guogiang in the quarterfinals.

Vafaei had defeated English snooker player
Oliver Brown 4-2 and Yuan Sijun of China 4-2
in his previous matches.

The competition runs from September 25 to
October 1.

The Centaur at Cheltenham Racecourse
hosts the third world ranking event of the
2023-24 season, with Ryan Day defending the
Clive Everton Trophy against many of snooker’s
biggest stars.

World No.1 Ronnie O’Sullivan has withdrawn
from the tournament due to medical reasons.

Iran handball fall
short against
Kuwait

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s handball team lost
to Kuwait 24-22 on Friday in the 2022 Asian
Games.

Iran will play Bahrain and South Korea in the
following days in Group I.

Team Melli had defeated Mongolia, lost to
Japan and shared the spoils in a draw with
Saudi Arabia in Group D.

Iran handball team won a bronze medal in
the 2006 Asian Games in Doha and claimed the
silver four years later in Guangzhou.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45
nations and territories, the 2022 Asian Games
has more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Salimi claims silver
in taekwondo

TEHRAN - Arian Salimi took a silver medal
in taekwondo in the 2022 Asian Games on
Thursday.

Salimi defeated Samuel Thomas Morrison of the
Philippines 2-0 in the men’s 80kg in Round of 16.

The Iranian taekwondo athlete beat Jordan’s
Anas Sadek 2-0 and Meng En Lee of Chinese
Taipei 2-0 in the quarterfinals and semifinals,
respectively.

Salimi lost to Zhaoxiang Song of China 2-1in
the final.
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Over 41,000 tons of red meat produced
inamonth

TEHRAN- Production of red meat in Iran
stood at 41,073 tons in the fifth month of the
current Iranian calendar year (July 23-August
22), showing a 26 percent fall compared to the
same month in the past year, the Statistical
Center of Iran (SCI) reported.

As reported, beef and veal had the lion’s
share in the country’s red meat output during
the fifth month with 22,198 tons, followed by
lamb and mutton with 14,771 tons, goat meat
with 3,064 tons, and red meat from other
livestock with 1,040 tons.

Supply of red meat in the fifth month also
fell eight percent from the fourth month.

In mid-July, the chairman of the National
Union of Light Livestock Producers stressed
the need to support domestic producers of red
meat.

Afshin Sadr-Dadras said that the subsidy
that is allocated to support consumers for
imported meat should be allocated to support

domestic production.

He reiterated that the country’s livestock
industry needs serious support, adding that
if the problem of the livestock industry is not
taken seriously, due to the lack of liquidity
of the producers, there is a possibility of a
decrease in production in the second half of the
current Iranian calendar year (September 22,
2023-March 20, 2024).

Iran is among the leading consumers of red
meat in the West Asia region with lamb being
the most sought after.

However, the consumption per person is
around a third of what is normally seen in
countries like the U.S. and Australia, mainly due
to the prohibition of pork in Islamic law.

The major part of Iran’s red meat imports
comes from countries like Brazil, where Iranian
supervisors directly control culling methods to
ensure they comply with religious rules.

Export from West Azarbaijan province
increases 10% in 5 months on year

TEHRAN- The value of export from West
Azarbaijan province, in the northwest of Iran,
increased by 10 percent during the first five
months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-August 22), as compared to the
same period of time in the previous year, a
provincial official announced.

Khaled Jangjoo, an official with the province’s
Customs Department, said that commodities
worth $2.432 billion were exported from the
province in the five-month period.

He also announced that the five-month
export from the province indicates 54 percent
growth in terms of weight year on year.

According to the data released by the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-oil exports
during the first five months of the current
Iranian calendar year reached $19.3 billion.

Based on IRICA data, Iran exported about
55.9 million tons of non-oil goods valued at
$19.3 billion in the mentioned five months,
registering an 8.55-percent decline in value
and a 26.56 percent rise in terms of weight,
IRNA reported.

According to the IRICA, the main reason for
the decline in the country’s export value in the
mentioned period is the decrease in the global
price of petrochemical products which account
for a big share of the Iranian export basket.

As reported, the import of goods in the five
months of this year also reached 14.4 million
tons worth $24.2 billion, indicating a 7.49
percent growth in value and a 217 percent
increase in weight, year on year.

The average value of each ton of exported
goods was 346 dollars and the average
customs value of each ton of imported goods
was 1,677 dollars in the mentioned five months.

Major export destinations of the Iranian
non-oil goods were China, Iraq, Turkey, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and India during
the said time span.

The mentioned five countries accounted for
75.13 percent of the weight and 74.77 percent
of the value of Iran’s total exports in the five
months of this year.

Meanwhile, the United Arab Emirates was
the top exporter to Iran in the mentioned five
months, followed by China, Turkey, India, and
Germany.

As previously announced by IRICA, Iran’s
non-oil trade reached $35.445 billion during
the first four months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-July 22).

Iran exported 45.758 million tons of non-
oil commodities worth $15.906 billion in the
mentioned four months, while 11.842 million
tons of goods valued at $19.539 billion were
imported into the country.

Int’l pharmaceutical exhibition held

in Tehran

TEHRAN - The Eighth International Exhibition
of Pharmaceuticals and Related Industries
(IRAN PHARMA 2023) was held at Imam
Khomeini Grand Campus (Mosala) in Tehran,
during September 27-29, the portal of Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA) reported.

The inaugural ceremony of the international
event was participated by a number of officials,
including TCCIMA Head Mahmoud Najafi-Arab

As reported, the latest achievements and
developments in the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
pharmaceutical and medical industries were
showcased in this exhibition.

Boosting Iran-lraq economic ties
requires jomt mvestment ICCIMA head

TEHRAN - Head of Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and

Agriculture (ICCIMA) Hossein
Selahvarzi has emphasized
the need for boosting joint
investment between Iranian and
Iragi private sectors to increase
economic cooperation.

Selahvarzi made the remarks
in a meeting with Iragi Deputy
Minister of Commerce Sattar
Jaber Al-Jabari in Tehran on
Wednesday, the ICCIMA portal
reported.

The ICCIMA head said the
level of economic relations
between Iran and Iraq is lagging

ICCIMA Head Hossein SelahvarZ/ (R) and /raq/ Deputy Minister of

Commerce Sattar Jaber Al-Jabari

the Iragi government and the
country’s prime minister.

Iran and Iraq have set a target
of $20 billion in annualtrade, and
businessmen and authorities of
both countries are determined
to meet that target, Head of
the Iran-lraq Joint Chamber of
Commerce Yahya Ale-Es’haq has
stated.

“In general, Iran and Iraq have

agreed to improve relations
and change the monetary
and banking conditions so

that the central banks of the
two countries will ease the
current situation and solve the

behind their political relations,
underlining that reaching a $20
billion trade target between the
two countries requires more
investment and trade exchanges.

He noted that Iranian
companies are eager to The
participate in Iragi projects,

urging the need for the Iragi side
to inform the Iranian companies
on the details of the tenders of
the projects that are going to be
implemented in the country.

Iraqi
meantime, said that all the

days.

official, in the

issues raised by the Iranian side
had been discussed in a joint
trade committee session in
Tehran over the past couple of

He pledged that all these
issues would be pursued by

problems,” he has noted.

The current administration
of Iran under President Raisi
has shown great interest in
broadening and  enhancing
trade and economic ties with
neighboring states, Ale Es’hag
has emphasized.

Nearly 268,000 tons of aluminum ingots produced in 5 months

TEHRAN - Production of aluminum ingot
in Iran stood at 267,983 tons in the first
five months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-August 22), according to the
data released by Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO).

As reported, the production of aluminum
ingot in the first five months of the current
year fell one percent compared to the last
year's same period when the figure was
271,226 tons.

Among the country’s four major producers,
South Aluminum Corporation (SALCO) had
the best performance in the first five months
of the present year, producing 119,886 tons
of aluminum ingots, followed by Iranian

Aluminum Company (IRALCO) producing
71,984 tons, Almahdi Aluminum Company
producing 60,778 tons, and Iran Alumina
Company producing 15,335 tons of ingots.

Based on the data previously released
by IMIDRO, the production of aluminum
ingot stood at 632,166 tons in Iran during
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20).

Among the country’s four major producers,
South Aluminum Corporation (SALCO) had
the best performance in the past year,
producing 270,185 tons of aluminum ingots,
followed by Iranian Aluminum Company
(IRALCO) producing 178,077 tons, Almahdi
Aluminum Company producing 147,749 tons,
and Iran Alumina Company producing 36,155

tons of the product.

Iranian officials estimate the country’s
aluminum sector has a value of $22 billion,
which is sufficient to meet the country’s
aluminum needs.

At present, Iran is the 18th biggest
aluminum-producing country in the world.

Gas supply to power plants rises 16% in H1

TEHRAN - Head of the National
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) Majid
Chegeni said the cumulative gas
supply to the country’s power
plants in the first six months of the
current Iranian calendaryear (March
21-September 22) has increased by
16 percent compared to last year’s
same period, registering a new
record high.

According to Chegeni, due to
the increase in gas supply in the
mentioned period, the consumption
of liquid fuel in the power plants
significantly  decreased  which
resulted in less air pollution, Mehr

major overhauls have been done in
different sections and the repairs
of all sections will be completed
by the end of the current Iranian
calendar month (October 22). We
hope that with the measures taken

the official said:

News Agency reported.

Mentioning NIGC programs for
the gas supply in the cold season,
“Most of the

in various sectors from production
and distribution to transmission, we
will successfully pass this winter as
well as last year”

Nearly 1.76m affordable housing units under construction across Iran

TEHRAN - Transport and Urbana
Development Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
announced that 1.759 million units of the
National Housing Movement plan are under
construction across the country.

The minister also announced launching
a program for allocating free land to young
couples in order to help them build houses,
IRNA reported.

The National Housing Movement to
construct four million housing units in four
years is one of the major plans of the current
government in the housing sector.

According to the plan, out of these four
million residential units, 3.2 million units will
be constructed in cities and 800,000 units
in villages, some of these units are currently
being constructed after providing lands and
preparing the necessary conditions.

After the National Housing Action Plan
(started in 2018), the National Housing
Movement is the government’s second major
program to provide affordable housing units

for the low-income classes.

The operation for the construction of
209,212 residential units of the National
Housing Movement began in February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned
operation and also to launch some
development projects in the housing sector
was attended by former Transport and Urban
Development Minister Rostam Qasemi.

Also, inJuly 2022, the minister inaugurated
a project for the construction of the first
group of affordable housing units for
laborers under the framework of the National
Housing Movement.

Last month, 1,278 units of the National
Housing Movement were handed over to
the applicants in a ceremony attended by
Aref Norouzi, the acting director of the
Headquarters for Executing the Order of
Imam Khomeini.

The mentioned units were delivered to
the applicants in five different provinces

throughout the country, Tasnim News
Agency reported.

The Headquarters for Executing the Order
of Imam Khomeini has signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) with the Ministry
of Transport and Urban Development to
construct 100,000 units under the framework
of the National Housing Movement.

According to Norouzi, the headquarters also
completed and handed over 2,000 such units
back in April.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, the
official said construction of the National
Housing Movement units is underway by the
Headquarters for Executing the Order of Imam
Khomeini in 27 provinces.

Putting the physical progress of the
mentioned residential units at about 50
percent, Norouzi clarified that for the
construction of the delivered 1,278 units,
about 127.8 trillion rials (about $256.8 million)
has been spent from various sources.

RAI head urges locomotive-owning companies to
increase safety measures

TEHRAN - The head of the Islamic republic
of Iran Railways (RAI) has said that only
locomotives with a reliability of above 80
percent are allowed to commute in the
country’s major railway lines, the portal
of the Transport and Urban Development
Ministry reported.

Speaking in a meeting with the managers
of locomotive-owning companies on the
sidelines of the 10th International Exhibition
of Rail Transportation, Related Industries and
Equipment of Iran on Wednesday, Miad Salehi
urged the mentioned companies to increase
the safety level of the locomotives that such
companies are using under the RAl supervision.

The official has also announced that the
quality of railway passenger transportation
services in the country is going to be

significantly improved.

“Considering the financial resources
allocated for the development of the railway
industry, we will soon see a jump in the quality
of rail passenger transportation services,’
Salehi reiterated.

During a press conference held in early
August, Salehi mentioned the development of
railways as a necessary factor for the economic
surge in the country.

He reiterated that the development of
the transportation sector is vital for the
economic surge, and the railway is the pillar for
development in this sector.

The official also stated that RAI is seriously
negotiating with other countries, especially the
neighbors, to promote railway transit via Iran.

He further announced that passenger
transportation via railway hit a record
high in the past Iranian calendar year 1401,
adding that 29.67 million passengers were
transported via the national railway in the
previous year, indicating also a 43-percent
growth year on year.
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in U.S. domestic politics

From page 1 » one party
would always challenge the
actions, decisions and policy of
the administration led by the
other party within the context
of party politics. As a result,
an international multilateral
agreement or a solution on one
particular hotspot reached by an
administration led by one party
could be easily intentionally
sabotaged by the other party in
Congress.

The second is transition
politics. An international
solution of one administration
could be abandoned by the next
administration as the successor
would legitimatize its own
actions, decisions and policy by
de-legitimatizing those of the
predecessors. Usually, this kind
of challenge takes place early
before taking office. Anyway, it
is always the best way to win the
election by criticizing the policy
of the incumbent.

The above-mentioned two
scenarios take place in many U.S.
foreign policy issues. In climate
change issues, the agreements
reached by administrations led
by the Democrats had been often
challenged by the Republicans,
and even overthrown by the
Republicans in Congress. US.
Saudi policy of the Republican
presidents could very easily be
reversed by the Democrats either
in Congress or by the president
of Democrats in the name of
human rights. U.S. policy toward
China, Russia and numerous
other countries is also affected
by U.S. domestic politics.

Iran-U.S. relations and US.
policy toward Iran are typical
examples of how U.S. domestic
politics disrupted its foreign
policy. The last two decades had
seen that US. administrations
had intended to negotiate
a solution to various issues
related to US-Iran relations,
for instance, the nuclear issue,
but had been strongly resisted
by Republicans in Congress. In
2018, the Trump Administration
even withdrew from the JCPOA

Democratic

Barack Obama’s
administration.

History also had seen how
U.S. domestic politics affected
the improvement of Iran-US.
relations. In the mid-1990s,
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, when
he was president, had intended
to reverse and improve Iran’s
relations with the US. even by
promising U.S. companies to
develop Iran’s energy projects,
which was regarded as a big
business. Albeit this favorable
offer, Iran had been rewarded
with Iran and Libya Sanctions
Act by Congress and then was
signed by President Clinton. The
ACT prohibited companies from
the US. and other parties from
investing in Iran’s oil sectors.

In 2001 through 2002,
President Khatami saw the 9/11
attacks as an opportunity to
reverse and improve its relations
with the US. and gave very
substantial support to the US.
in its military actions to fight
against Al Qaeda and for regime
change in Afghanistan. But Iran
was not rewarded with goodwill
from the USS. side, instead, junior
Bush in his 2002 State of the
Union address unreasonably
labeled Iran together with Iraq
and DPRK as “Axis of Evils” which
later served as the beginning of
U.S. policy to further isolate Iran
in the two decades.

A similar cycle also occurred
to Hassan Rouhani’s efforts
to reverse Iran-US. relations.

Obama’s administration had
seriously meant to have a deal
with Iran on the nuclear issue,
and to have a comprehensive
dialogue as a second step after
the deal. It was with this spirit
that Iran and the US. together
with other parties finally reached
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), also dubbed as
the Iran nuclear deal, on July 4,
2015. If implemented reasonably,
Iran could have reversed and
improved its relations with the
U.S., which might be something
serious in then Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani’s mind.

However, Donald  Trump
criticized fiercely his predecessor
for negotiating the JCPOA as
benefiting Iran, and he believed
that such criticism could enhance
his position in the presidential
campaign in 2016. Immediately
after taking office in early 2017,
Donald Trump declared that
he would withdraw from the
deal, and really did so in 2018
while launching the “maximum
pressure” policy on Iran, which
triggered Iran’s suspension of
implementation of the deal step
by step. History had seen the U.S.
had lost another opportunity to
reverse its relations with Iran, a
great civilization.

Despite efforts on the Iranian
side from Rafsanjani to Khatami
and Rouhani, the relations
between Iran and the U.S. had
seen a very strange rationale.
Every time the real change could
happen, the positive trends had

a very strong force had been
blowing back against the trends,
which finally put Iran-US.
relations into a worse scenario
each time.

The reasons actually lie in
U.S. domestic politics. There are
three categories of anti-Iran
forces in the U.S. The first should
be those political liberalists,
who regard any non-Western
political system as authoritarian,
and the Islamic system is no
exception. The second should
be pro-Israel political lobbyists,
advocating counter-lran policy
for the interests of Israel. The
third should be those who had
negative memories of the Islamic
Revolution, and they would like
to take every opportunity to
defame the Islamic Revolution.
The movie Argo even won several
Academy Awards, which in some
way reflected the anti-Iran social
sentiments in the U.S.

Though some us.
administrations did want to
improve relations with Iran, they
failed to do so in a sustainable
way. Those anti-lran forces
would not only promote anti-lran
policy on a regular basis but also
always take the advantage of
U.S. party politics, congressional
politics and transition politics
to reverse any trends to change
their relations for the better.

That explains the nexus of
problems in Iran-U.S. relations.
Though Iran had tried many
times to make changes in Iran-
US. relations, the efforts were
strongly either resisted or
reversed by anti-lran political
forces in the U.S. via its domestic
politics. The root causes of Iran-
U.S. relations lie in the US. side,
particularly its domestic politics.
To put it another way, it was
the US. itself that had lost Iran,
which though was detrimental
primarily to the interests of the
US. itself.

* Jin Liangxiang is a Senior
Research Fellow and Deputy
Director at the Center for
West Asian and African
Studies, Shanghai Institute for

negotiated arduously by

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - Lebanese and Israeli troops
have exchanged smoke bombs and tear gas
amid concerns over a possible conflict.

For more than aweek now, Lebanese army
units have been working on a military road
near the border with the Israeli-occupied
Palestinian territories.

The construction of this road is in the
Bastra area - liberated from the Israeli
occupation in 2000 - and is very close to
Israeli troops and armored vehicles sitting
just meters away on the other side of a
fence.

On Wednesday, the Lebanese army, in an
online statement, said Israeli troops had
fired smoke bombs at a Lebanese patrol
that was accompanying workers removing
“infringements” that the Lebanese army
said had been set up by the Israelis north
of the Blue Line.

Lebanese army troops “responded by
firing smoke bombs toward enemy troops,”
the statement added.

Earlier this week, in a similar incident
Lebanon’s army said in response to smoke
bombs fired at its troops on Saturday,
it fired tear gas at Israeli forces over the
fence.

“Elements of the Israeli enemy violated
the withdrawal line (Blue Line) and fired
smoke bombs at a Lebanese army patrol
that was accompanying a bulldozer
removing an earthen berm erected by
the Israeli enemy north of the withdrawal
line, the Blue Line, in the Bastra area,” the
Lebanese army said in the statement.

Following the liberation of southern
Lebanon in 2000 from Israeli military
occupation, the United Nations mapped
a blue line, which outlines the current
land demarcation to the extent that Israel
withdrew its military.

It is not deniable that Barack

Tensions rise on Lebanon’s border with

Whilst Israel withdrew from the majority
of Lebanese territory, the regime still
occupies the Sheba’a Farms, Kfarchouba
village and more recently the Lebanese part
of al-Ghajar village as well as a number of
controversial points.

Lebanon does not recognize the blue line
as its border with the occupied Palestine,
but rather the roughly 120km UN-
recognized Lebanese border with Palestine
before the creation of Israel in 1948 from
the Mediterranean in the west, and over the
hills to the Golan Heights up in the north.

“The Lebanese patrol responded to the
attack by firing tear bombs ... forcing them
to withdraw to the occupied Palestinian
territories,” Lebanon’s army added.

Any outbreak of war between Lebanon
and Israel would have dire consequences
for Israel, according to Israelis themselves.

Recent remarks by Israeli officials and
reports indicate that the chances of a war
breaking out on the northern front still
exist, despite a decline in tension in the
border areas between the Israeli army
and the Lebanese groups believed to be
affiliated with the resistance movement.

The regime also estimates that the
outbreak of a broad confrontation on one
front will soon turn into a multi-front
confrontation, in light of a new equation
of unity in the region and closer ties
between the fronts following a number
of high-profile (publicized) meetings
between various Lebanese and Palestinian
resistance leaders.

Israel is still seeking to break up this
new equation and trying to adopt a policy
of separating the different fronts it could
possibly face.

The regime’s fear of a widespread war on
the northern front is due to the enormous
military capabilities that Hezbollah has built

been reversed. It seemed that
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over the past decade. The expected human
and material damage and losses that the
regime will suffer as well as the extent of
the ability of its internal front to absorb and
bear losses could be unprecedented.

Israel estimates that thousands of
soldiers and settlers will be killed in any
future war with Lebanon and that the
entity’s infrastructure will suffer damages.

More troubling still for Israel are fears
that its ruling cabinet will be unable to
maintain its civil function toward the
settlers due to the disruption of electricity,
communications, energy and support
system, logistics and food, and the inability
of employees to get to work.

This will possibly lead to a sharp decline
in civil services.

Israel knows that a war with Lebanon
means waging a war with Hezbollah, which
has been at the forefront in preserving

Blast at Pakistan
procession to mark
prophet’s birthday
kills at least 52

The death toll from a suspected suicide
bomb blast at a procession to celebrate the
birthday of Prophet Muhammad in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province has climbed to 52,
officials and media reports say.

The powerful bomb exploded on Friday
near a mosque in the Mastung district of
Balochistan, wounding dozens of others,
including many in a critical condition, local
officials said.

The Reuters news agency, quoting Abdul
Rasheed, a district health official, said at
least 52 people had died in the blast and 58
others were wounded.

Ukraine does not
need “second
class” EU
membership -
Ukraine PM

Ukraine has sent a clear message that it
will not accept second-rate membership
despite France and Germany’s plans for a
multi-speed EU.

Israeli occupied Pa

b e

Lebanese sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

The last time, the two sides fought a war
was July 2006 in which Hezbollah defeated
Israel with multiple surprises, according to

an Israeli committee set up following the war.

This  week, Richard Hecht, the
international spokesman for the Israeli
military told the media that “they have been
fortifying themselves and building their
forces since 2006 with advanced projectiles
that can arrive all the way to Tel Aviv.”

Long-range, precise missiles, he pointed
out, “is a big, big build-up of force, which is
a concern.”

Recently, Hezbollah pitched two military-
style tents on what the regime claims are
the Israeli-occupied Palestinian side of
the Blue Line and refused to remove them
insisting they were placed on occupied
Lebanese soil, forcing Israel to plead with
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Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal has told Politico that Kyiv
is seeking to become a “fully fledged
candidate for full-fledged membership”
in the European Union

South Sudan’s
leader discusses
closer ties in
energy with Putin

Visiting South Sudan President Salva Kiir
agreed in a meeting with Russia’s president
to expand their relationship in energy, trade
and other areas, notably oil.

Kiir and President Vladimir Putin met in
Moscow on Thursday and also discussed
political and security matters in South
Sudan, which is preparing for its first
presidential election in December 2024.
The country won independence from
Sudan in 2011, and Kiir has led the country
since then.

Qatar mediates
opening of Gaza-
Israel crossing as
protests end

Qatar says it successfully mediated an
agreement between Israel and officials in
the Gaza Strip to reopen crossing points to
the besieged territory after Palestinians
were prevented from working and violence
broke out.

The crossings were opened on Thursday
after nearly two weeks of demonstrations
by Palestinian workers through an informal
agreement Qatar helped mediate alongside
a flurry of diplomacy involving Egypt, Israel
and Hamas.

lestine

the UN to intervene.

From lIsrael’'s point of view, a war with
Hezbollah would unlikely be confined to
Lebanon. Powerful Palestinian resistance
groups would most likely get involved
from the besieged Gaza Strip as well as the
newly formed armed resistance factions in
the occupied West Bank.

A multi-fronted conflict would be very
dangerous and hard to contain.

That’s the best Israel can hope for.

The regime’s worst nightmare would be a
much wider multi-fronted conflict involving
other regional players.

Israeli General Ori Gordin, recently put in
charge of the Northern Front (Hezbollah),
told the Associated Press that the
Palestinian resistance in the Gaza Strip
can now launch some 400 rockets a day at
the occupied Palestinian territories during
heavy fighting. Hezbollah is believed to be
capable of firing ten times that amount.

He said these now include sophisticated
precision-guided missiles, which are
difficult to understand or comprehend.

Israel’'s main concern is that should any
future war break out, Hezbollah would
use precision-guided missiles as well as
sophisticated drones to knock out parts of
its critical infrastructure such as ports and
power stations.

In modern-day warfare, drones are the
new formula to inflict heavy damage.

“We have been producing drones in
Lebanon for a long time, and whoever
wants to buy them, submit an order,
Hezbollah ~ Secretary-General  Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah said in February 2022.

He added that Hezbollah has been able to
transform standard rockets into precision
missiles with the cooperation of “experts
from the Islamic Republic of Iran”.
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Iran, Saudi Arabia offcials explore
ways to boost tourism

TEHRAN—Deputy tourism ministers from
Iran and Saudi Arabia have exchanged views
on possible ways to re-establish and deep-
en tourism ties between the two neighbors
after more than seven years of diplomatic
estrangement.

“In Riyadh, | met and talked with Sultan
M. Al-Musallam, Saudi Arabia’s deputy tour-
ism minister for international affairs,” IRNA
quoted Maryam Jalali Dehkordi as saying on
Thursday.

“We discussed ways to remove obstacles
to the development of tourism relations be-
tween the two countries,” said Jalali Dehkor-
di, the deputy for handicrafts at the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicraft.

To expand cooperation, it was decided to
draft some memoranda of understanding,
working closely with all the relevant author-
ities.

Iran’s tourism minister
Ezatollah Zarghami,
in amessage to his
Saudi counterpart,
Ahmed Al-Khateeb,
has popoposed a visa-
waiver agreement and
an mvitation to visit Iran.

“Apart from existing capacities, we dis-
cussed a roadmap for further consultations
at different levels to deepen cooperation,”
the official said.

“Inthis meeting, | also conveyed a message
from Seyyed Ezzatollah Zarghami, the Minis-
ter of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-

icrafts, written for his Saudi counterpart
Ahmed Al-Khateeb...”

A proposal for visa-waiver agreement and
an invitation for Saudi Arabia’s Tourism Min-
ister Ahmed Al-Khateeb to visit Iran have
been mentioned in the ministerial message,
according to sources.

Jalali Dehkordi along with other officials
from across the global tourism sector unit-
ed in Riyadh to commemorate UNWTO World
Tourism Day, which was celebrated on 27-28
September, under the theme of “Tourism and
Green Investments”. Riyadh hosted the event
for the first time in 2019.

On March 10, the two Persian Gulf states
signed a Chinese-brokered deal to restore
their diplomatic ties after a seven-year hia-
tus.

Over the past couple of months, Tehran
and Riyadh have exchanged signals to wid-
en tourism cooperation, such as easing visa
procedures and re-establishing routine di-
rect flights.

World Tourism Day: sector pledges to promote
investment, education and new destinations

The legacy of the World Tourism Day
2023 celebrations will live on in the shape
of greater investments in the sector’s
sustainability and a shared commitment
to spread the benefits the sector delivers
even more widely.

Hosted in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the offi-
cial celebrations welcomed more than 50
Ministers of Tourism alongside hundreds
of high-level delegates from the public and
private sectors. The day featured expert-led
panels focused on key topics around this
year’s theme of Tourism and Green Invest-
ments, with plans backed up with concrete
actions as UNWTO announced several im-
portant new initiatives.

UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab Polo-
likashvili said: “This year has been the big-
gest World Tourism Day ever, and we want to
make sure it leaves the biggest impact too.
From Riyadh, we have joined our global sec-
tor around a pledge to promote new desti-
nations, to diversify the economic and social
benefits of tourism, and have announced a
new school that will transform tourism edu-
cation in the Middle East”

In Riyadh, Secretary-General Pololikashvili
introduced “Tourism Opens Minds”, a land-
mark initiative designed to showcase the
powerful role that tourism plays in bridging
cultures and fostering peace and under-
standing. With UNWTO’s latest data indi-
cating the sector is well on track to recover
as much as 95% of pre-pandemic arrivals
numbers by the end of 2023, Tourism Opens
Minds is designed to ensure that this strong
recovery is joined by a greater emphasis on
tourists exploring less-visited destinations.
The focus will be on:

- Making lesser-known destinations more
accessible to all tourists and ensuring all vis-
itors receive a warm welcome by host com-
munities

- Promoting lesser-known destinations
and actively working to make tourists visit
them

- Working with governments and the pri-
vate sector to encourage tourists themselves
to be more open-minded in their choice of
travel destination

- To mark the launch, UNWTO unveiled
a new symbol for the initiative, made up
of the colours of the various flags of the
world, and shared a pledge for the sector
to unite around. A special pledge, to be
supported by Governments, private sec-
tor leaders and tourists themselves, was
shared with select delegates, calling on
them to commit to promoting new and di-
verse travel destinations.

To ensure that the World Tourism Day 2023
celebrations leave a lasting impact in Riyadh
and across the wider region, UNWTO Secre-
tary-General Pololikashvili joined with Saudi
Arabia’s Minister of Tourism Ahmed Al-Kha-
teeb to announce a joint project focused on
creating new generations of skilled tourism
workers:

- The Riyadh School of Tourism and Hospi-
tality will be a collaborative effort between
UNWTO, the Ministry of Tourism of Saudi Ara-
bia and Qiddiya

- With 80% of all global tourism education
programs currently focused on hotel opera-
tions, the Riyadh School will deliver learning
for every part of the diverse sector.

- The School will offer eight different lev-
els of educational programs including diplo-
mas and certificates through to professional
courses and courses at the Bachelors and
Master’s degree level.

World Tourism Day 2023 was held as new
data from UNWTO underscored the sector’s
recovery from the impacts of the pandemic.
At the same time, however, research sug-
gests that only a minority of tourists intend
to seek out new or different destinations as
they start travelling again.

The data shows the need for initiatives
such as ‘Tourism Open Minds’ to encourage
consumers to diversify their travel habits,
with UNWTO uniting the global sector behind
this aim. The initiative also aims at allowing
government officials, sector leaders and
consumers help to mitigate the impacts of
over-tourism, foster mutual understanding,
conserve the environment and ensure equi-
table growth of the sector.

(Source: UNWTO)

Iran’s post-Covid tourism growth three times
higher than global average, minister says

TEHRAN—Iran’s Minister of
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism has said the coun-
try’s tourism growth has been
three times higher compared to
the global average in the post-
Covid era.

“The number of tourist arrivals
has surged in the last two years
due to the fact that we were fac-
ing some restrictions derived
from the Corona pandemic,” Ez-
zatollah Zarghami stated.

He made the remarks in an
inauguration ceremony of 188
tourist projects in Iran, Mehr re-
ported on Wednesday. The event
took place on the occasion of
World Tourism Day 2023, which
falls on September 27.

Zarghami pointed out that the
establishment of visa-free travel
between Iran and five countries
is on the agenda.

His deputy for tourism, Ali-
Asghar Shalbafian, believes the
rate of tourist arrivals in Iran,
mainly from Iran’s neighboring
countries, is “promising”.

“The course of attracting in-
bound passengers was promis-
ing so that from the first of the
year to end of Shahrivar, three
million and 354 thousand trav-

elers entered the country, which
shows a growth of 38% com-
pared to a year earlier,” Shalba-
fian said in a press conference
earlier this month.

He probably hinted at the
country’s tourism revival as
coronavirus restrictions have
been eased, but remained way
below pre-pandemic levels.

According to the latest United
Nations World Tourism Organi-
zation (UNWTO) World Tourism
Barometer, foreign tourist ar-
rivals in Iran reached some 2.93
million between January and July

2023.

Although the country’s perfor-
mance as a tourism destination
is still far below that of 2019,
which was before the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic, it is im-
proving slightly compared to last
year’s statistics.

The average statistics of Iran’s
tourism from January to Au-
gust 2023 is 50% lower than the
same period in 2019 based on
the barometer that tracks the
sector’s post-pandemic recovery
throughout 2023 up to the end of
July.

Accordingly, Iran attracted
181,423 foreign travelers in Jan-
uary; 327, 816 people in Febru-
ary; 363,547 in March; 381.769 in
April, 537,837 in May; 551142 in
June; and 590, 350 in July.

Another statistic compiled by
Iran’s tourism ministry indicates
the country saw 3.35 million
tourist arrivals in the first half of
the current Iranian calendar year
(started March 21), which soars
38 percent year on year.

The Ministry of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Handicrafts, in
close collaboration with the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, seeks a
border-easing strategy based on
which it may unilaterally drop visa
requirements for passport holders
of 60 states, the official noted. The
scheme recommends unilateral
cancellation of visas with Muslim
countries and neighboring states
to increase international arrivals,
the official said.

The Islamic Republic expects
to reap a bonanza from its nu-
merous tourist spots such as
bazaars, museums, mosques,
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas,
mausoleums, churches, towers,
and mansions, of which 27 are
inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage list.

South Khorasan hopes to draw more foreign travelers

TEHRAN - South Khorasan, a lesser-known
Iranian province when it comes to tourism,
hopes to attract more visitors from across
the globe.

“3,070 foreign travelers made overnight
stays during their visits to South Khorasan
province in the past [Iranian calendar] year
[started on March 21], and we hope this num-
ber increases in the current year,” Mehr quot-
ed the provincial tourism chief as saying on
Thursday.

Hadi Shahverdi put the number of overnight
stays made by domestic travelers at 1,521,163
during the past year, adding 4,289,785 visits
to the province’s tourist attractions regis-
tered during the period.

Currently, 10 hotels provide services to vis-
itors across the province and four other ones

are under construction, the official said.

“Moreover, there are 14 guest houses and
84 eco-lodges that are operational as some
others that are under construction, which
shows investors’ interest in the hospitality
sector”

Located in eastern Iran, South Khorasan is
bounded by the UNESCO-registered Lut Des-
ert on its south edge.

It is home to many historical and natural
attractions, such as Birjand Castle, Dragon
Cave, Furg Citadel, and Polond Desert. The
province is also known for its handmade
rugs, as well as its saffron and barberry,
among several other agricultural products.

For a long, the province has long been a

destination for sightseers and researchers
willing to visit centuries-old windmills, local-

ly known as Asbads such as ones located in
the oasis city of Tabas-e Masina and Khan-
sharaf village.

Khorasan — meaning the “Land of the Sun”
— is a historical region and realm compris-
ing a vast territory now lying in northeastern
Iran, southern Turkmenistan, and northern
Afghanistan. The historical region extended
along the north, from the Amu Darya (Oxus
River) westward to the Caspian Sea and,
along the south, from the fringes of the cen-
tral Iranian deserts eastward to the moun-
tains of central Afghanistan.

Iran seeks to reap a bonanza from its nu-
merous tourist spots such as bazaars, mu-
seums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses, ma-
drasas, mausoleums, churches, towers, and
mansions, of which 27 are inscribed on the
UNESCO World Heritage list.

Hearing-impaired groups visit gas station museum

TEHRAN—On  Friday, two
groups of hearing-impaired
people paid visits to a gas sta-
tion museum which is located in

in downtown Tehran
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downtown Tehran.

The visits were organized as
parts of an extensive program

formulated to mark the National
Tourism Week in Iran, which be-
gins on September 27, concur-
rent with World Tourism Day.

At the same time, a group of
female cyclists toured the gas
museum that is inscribed on the
National Heritage list under the
number 31710.

Also called the Darvazeh-Dow-
lat gas station museum, the
property was built by the An-
glo-lranian Oil  Company in
the early 20th century during
the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi
(1925—1941).

Samples of vintage gasoline
pump devices, and gears related
to the distribution, transporta-

tion, and emptying of fuel as well
as photos, documents, maps, and
historical films related to this
place are on show at this muse-
um as well.

The monument was original-
ly named “Gas Station Number
6”. It is now running under the
supervision of the Iran Petro-
leum Museum and Documents,
which showcases a variety of
documents and objects such as
pumps, scales, and jerrycans
amongst other tools.

The former gas station marks
the second oldest filling station
in the county after a counterpart
in Abadan, according to the Iran
Petroleum Museum and Docu-
ments.

Scientists have an audacious plan to map the ancient world

Buried civilizations could soon become
inaccessible forever. Archaeologists have to
move fast, so theyre turning to the latest
ground-scanning tech.

In the center of Siena, Italy, a cathedral
has stood for nearly 800 years. A black-and-
white layer cake of heavy stone, fine-cut
statuary, and rich mosaics, the imposing
structure—now visited by more than a mil-
lion tourists each year—would seem to be a
permanent fixture of the city’s past, present,
and future. Most people call it, simply, “the
cathedral” But Stefano Campana, a 53-year-
old archaeologist at the University of Siena,
calls it something else: “the church that is
visible now.”

Campana has seen his fair share of excava-
tions, along with the dust and sunburns that
accompany them. But archaeology, for him,

before it disappears

is not always about digging up the past; it
also means peering down into it using an ar-
ray of sensitive electromagnetic equipment.
One device Campana uses is ground-pene-
trating radar, which works by transmitting
high-frequency waves into the earth to re-
veal “anomalies’—subsurface features that
are potentially architectural—in the signals
that bounce back.

In early 2020, when Covid lockdowns
emptied Italian tourist sites of their crowds,
Campana and his collaborators received per-
mission to survey the Siena cathedral’s inte-
rior. Using instruments originally developed
for studying glaciers, mines, and oil fields,
they spent days scanning marble floors and
intricate mosaics, on the hunt for walls and
foundations in the deep. With the selfie-stick
brigade gone, Campana and his crew were

able to find evidence of earlier structures, in-
cluding, potentially, a mysterious church con-
structed there nearly 1,200 years ago, lurking
like a shadow in the radar data.

After seeing how much they achieved
during ltaly’s lockdown, Campana and his
collaborators got to thinking about what
else might be possible with the technology.
Ground-penetrating radar waves travel at a
fraction of the speed of light, so the entire
process—transmission, reflection, record-
ing—takes nanoseconds. With these new
tools, archaeology is no longer a stationary
activity, limited to one site; even while zip-
ping by at highway speed, field surveyors
can produce an accurate snapshot of what'’s
beneath centuries of cobblestone and brick,
chewing gum and litter.

(Source: wired.com)



Tehran among top 100 S&T Cluster
Ranking 2023

TEHRAN- According to an early
release from the 2023 edition of the
World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization’s (WIPO) Global Innovation
Index (Gll), Tehran ranks 34th among
the top 100 Science and Technology
(S&T) clusters in the world.

Every year, the S&T Cluster rank-
ing of the Gll identifies local concen-
trations of world-leading science
and technology activity. S&T clusters
are established through the analysis
of patent-filing activity and scientif-
ic article publication, documenting
the geographical areas around the
world with the highest density of in-
ventors and scientific authors.

WIPO locates and ranks science
and technology clusters through a
geocoding method, mapping ad-
dresses and names pulled from doc-
uments with 96 percent accuracy.

Science and technology clusters
are among the most critical com-
ponents for the innovation perfor-
mance of any economy. By bringing
science, businesses, and entrepre-
neurs together, these cities or re-
gions are able to build an ecosystem
that translates scientific ideas into
on-the-ground impact.

Tehran filed 37 patent applications
and 9,320 scientific articles, both per
1 million inhabitants, over the last five
years, making it the 34th largest sci-
ence and technology clusterin 2023.

It is placed higher than cities such
as Melbourne (42nd), Madrid (48th),
Zurich (49th), Milan (50th), Toronto
(52nd), and Istanbul (59th), ISNA re-
ported.

University of Tehran, Islamic Azad
University, and Amir Kabir University
had the largest share of publishing ar-
ticles in Tehran with 12 percent, 9 per-
cent,and 8 percent share, respectively.

According to the WIPO assess-

ment, 63 thousand 113 articles were
published in Tehran from 2017 to
2022, 25 percent of which are related
to technical and engineering fields.

The world’s five biggest S&T clus-
ters are all located in East Asia with
the San Jose-San Francisco clusterin
the US at number six.

Tokyo-Yokohama  (Japan) leads
as the largest global S&T clus-
ter, followed by Shenzhen-Hong
Kong-Guangzhou (China and Hong
Kong, China), and Seoul (Republic of
Korea), followed by China’s Beijing
and Shanghai-Suzhou clusters.

Academic rankings

Multiple organizations annually
rank universities around the world
based on different criteria.

Each system takes into account
specific metrics including scientific
impact, international faculty mem-
bers, elite students, number of pro-
fessors and students winning scien-
tific awards, graduate employment,
scientific inventions, and validity
of the published articles in specific
time intervals.

In September, Iranian higher ed-

ucation institutions once again
demonstrated their global promi-
nence, with 18 universities making
their mark in the prestigious “Per-
formance Ranking of Scientific Pa-
pers for World Universities,” also
known as the “Taiwan Ranking,” re-
leased annually by the National Tai-
wan University.

The University of Tehran has
emerged as the torchbearer of Irani-
an academia, securing an impressive
global ranking of 286 in the 2023
Taiwan Ranking. This distinction ce-
ments the University of Tehran’s rep-
utation as a world-class institution
committed to research excellence.

In August, the second edition of
the Webometrics ranking 2023 of
the World Universities ranked 440
Iranian institutions among 30,000
top universities worldwide.

Tehran University, ranked 305 in
the world, is the top among Iranian
institutions on the list followed by
Tehran University of Medical Sci-
ences, Shahid Beheshti University of
Medical Sciences.

The first edition of the Webomet-

rics Ranking of World Universities
2023, in June, ranked 457 Iranian in-
stitutions among around 32,000 top
universities across the world.

The University of Tehran tops the
list of Iranian universities included
in this ranking, followed by Tehran
University of Medical Sciences, Sha-
hid Beheshti University of Medical
Sciences, and Sharif University of
Technology.

Universities (ARWU), also known
as Shanghai Ranking, placed ten uni-
versities from Iran among the top
1000 universities in the world in the
Shanghai Ranking, 2023, according
to the head of the Islamic World Sci-
ence Citation Center (ISC).

The University of Tehran is among
the top 500 universities in the world
with a rank of 401-500, the best
among Iranian universities, the I1SC
head Ahmad Fazelzadeh said, IRIB
reported.

In the 2023 edition of the Times
Higher Education Young University
Rankings which includes 605 univer-
sities, Iran became the third most rep-
resented nation with 39 institutions.

The latest edition of the QS World
University Rankings placed sev-
en Iranian universities among the
world’s top institutes.

The Leiden ranking system pub-
lished the 2023 report, according to
which 46 Iranian universities were
among the 1,411 top universities in
the world. Among Islamic countries,
Iran ranked first, followed by Turkey
and Egypt with 36 and 13 universi-
ties, respectively.

In the 2023 edition of the Times
Higher Education’s Asian University
Ranking System, 669 institutions
from 31 Asian countries are includ-
ed and 65 Iranian universities are
among the top Asian institutions.

Use heart, Know heart

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN - September 29 is held annually as the
World Heart Day. This year’s theme is “Use heart,
Know heart”, a reminder call to everyone around
the world to take care of their hearts.

The day is celebrated by organizing various
activities and awareness events globally to raise
awareness about heart disease and its preventive
measures to manage cardiovascular diseases.

The event mainly focuses on educating people
about the signs and symptoms of cardiovascular
disease to avoid any further complications and
encouraging people to inculcate a healthy lifestyle
to prevent and control any heart-related ailments.

This year’s theme emphasizes the crucial pro-
cess of getting to know one’s own heart first be-
cause one can only love and protect what they are
aware of.

In a world where knowledge about heart health
is limited and policies are insufficient or lacking,
the day aims to shatter barriers and empower in-
dividuals to take control of their well-being, as the
theme depicts that when we know more, we can
take better care.

Hospital beds capacity rises to
improve medical system

The idea of having Heart Day globally was intro-
duced by Antoni Baie de Luna, former president of
the World Health Federation, based on his ideas
along with the collaboration of the World Health Or-
ganization, World Heart Day was established in 1999.

In 2012, with the idea to curb the global mortal-
ity due to non-communicable diseases by 25 per-
cent by 2025, global leaders came together and
urged to the world to actively participate in this
cause and 29 September, was marked as World
Heart Day.

More than 90 countries participate on this day to
organize awareness campaigns to raise awareness
and educate people about cardiovascular health.

Cardiovascular disease (CVD) is the world’s
number one killer. Combined, conditions affecting
the heart or blood vessels - such as heart attack,
stroke, and heart failure - kill more than 20.5 mil-
lion every year. The majority of these deaths hap-
pen in low- and middle-income countries.

Heart diseases responsible for 40% of annual
deaths in Iran

“Cardiovascular diseases, mainly heart attacks,
account for 40 percent of annual death in the
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country. Car accidents, diabetes, and cancers are
the next important risk factors among non-com-
municable diseases,” ISNA quoted Kourosh Ete-
mad, a health ministry official, as saying.

In addition to high blood pressure, low physical ac-
tivity, unhealthy diet, smoking, and drinking alcohol
are four risk factors for cardiovascular diseases.

Those aged 30 and older are suggested to go
to health centers to be checked for probable high
blood pressure, diabetes, and heart diseases.

A three-month, six-month, and one-year care
plan will be arranged for those who visit health
centers based on their age, family history, and
overweight. This program helps to detect the dis-
ease earlier or control the risk factors in people.

Unfortunately, in our country, as in many other
countries of the world, half of the people are un-
aware of their high blood pressure disease. Only
50 percent of those who are aware of their high
blood pressure take medicine.

This means that in addition to informing people
about their disease, we must also give the neces-
sary recommendations regarding its control and
treatment.
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Health Minister Saeed Namaki inaugurated 23 health centers, in-

cluding 207 hospital beds, in Lorestan, Kermanshah, and Khuzestan

provinces on Tuesday.

Built on 26,935 square meters area, the centers were constructed
with a budget of 2.9 trillion rials (nearly $70 million at the official rate

of 42,000 rials).

The Ministry of Health is scheduled to add 10,600 hospital beds to
the capacity of the country’s medical system within the next 7 months.
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Two years ago, there were a total of 140,859 beds in the country,
which means 1.7 hospital beds per 1,000 population.

0 8 oS Aulee Cozoz il |y e ol ST aS 0g Jlad
ol @i Veee g lila cos VY (s 4 Comes ol

< SOCIETY

SEPTEMBER 30,2023
Straight Truth

Iran proposes Global Water Action
Innovation Platform

TEHRAN - The National Team of Inventions and
Innovations of Iran, represented by Amir-Abbas
Mohammadi-Koushki, participated in the online
meeting of UN Sustainable Development Goals,
which was held on September 18-19, in New York.

Global Water Action Innovation Platform intro-
duced by Mohammadi-Koushki is aimed at solv-
ing all the challenges in the field of water, from
social to educational, government and gover-
nance, economic, environmental, and conserva-
tion of water resources.

With the motto of “Towards a rescue plan for
people and planet,” the UN SDG Summit Accelera-
tion and Accountability Platform called on all stake-
holders to deliver a “Rescue Plan for People and

Planet” by announcing commitments and initiatives
that will help drive SDG transformation for inclusion
and sustainability in the years ahead.

The National Team of Inventions and Innova-
tions presented the Global Water Action Innova-
tion Platform as an initiative, and it was accepted
by the SDG and posted on the United Nations
website.

This platform can help young people leamn
about environmental issues and prevent pollu-
tion of waters and oceans.

This plan was the first initiative accepted by
Iran, which shows the capacity of Iranian youth
to solve global challenges with the help of inno-
vation.

Iran planning health co-op groups
with Africa, Latin America

From page 1 »G5+ aims at solving health
problems

Iran initiated the establishment of the G5 in
2005 to promote subregional cooperation in
health among the group of four countries - Af-
ghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Irag, and
Pakistan - plus the World Health Organization as
the fifth member of this group to provide technical
support in improving this collaboration.

Several activities have already been taken un-
der this initiative, with the Islamic Republic of Iran
taking responsibility for serving as its secretariat.

In May, the 26th G5 High-Level Experts Meet-
ing on Health Cooperation and the 1st Healthcare
Leadership and Governance Training Program
opened in Tehran.

G5 countries took part in the meeting with
the theme of “Joint Work for Solving Joint Health
Problems.

Addressing the opening ceremony, Health Min-
ister Bahram Einollahi referred to the unity and
cooperation of the countries in the fields of health,
treatment, and medical education as a historical
necessity.

Achieving, maintaining, and promoting health

is never possible in a regional way and does not
happen in an isolated region, but requires the

cooperation of countries, especially neighboring
countries, he stressed.

“To develop health in the countries of the group
of five, we must look at health collectively and
think about creating and promoting health in all
countries.

The health sector of Iran, Irag, Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan, and Tajikistan is tied to each other. To-
day, with the relations and cooperation that exist
in different sectors between the countries and
neighbors, a disease is capable of penetrating all
countries.”

“Therefore, our unity and cooperation is a his-
torical necessity so that the health indicators in
the region can be improved and brought to the
ideal point,” the minister reiterated.

He went on to say that conditions should be
provided so that professors, students, and scien-
tists can easily communicate with each other and
travel to each other’s countries without hindrance
and hold joint scientific conferences.

“Many incidents have happened in the region,
such as this year’s huge earthquake in Turkey and
last year’s flood in Pakistan, which unfortunately
left many damages and deaths. These bitter inci-
dents show the need for joint cooperation to help
each other”

Health is the common link of the countries of
the region and it can cause the unity and devel-
opment of the cooperation of the G5 countries and
also a prelude to the development of the health
economy, he added.

“Iran has achieved many successes in the field
of knowledge-based companies and is able to
provide 99 percent of its pharmaceutical needs
and 40 percent of its advanced medical equipment
needs.

So, the country can provide the G5 with its ex-
periences.”

Einollahi pointed out that the group of five has
an exceptional position due to being located in a
strategic area, and the formation of this group can
be a model for other countries.

The ancient art of Jajim weaving in

Mazandaran

Jajimis a handwoven rug that is thick and has no lint, made of wool and cotton with long wrapping
and stripped and colorful pattern. The ancient handicrafts skill of jajim-bafi (Jajim weaving), which
had almost fallen into oblivion, is planned to be revived in the northem province of Mazandaran.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Loving humanity is second only to having faith in Allah as one of the
best deeds in Islam.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Timesy Noon:11:54  Evening: 18:07 Dawn: 4:34 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:58 (tomorrow)

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting

* A collection of paintings by Bamdad Rezvanian is on view
in an exhibition at Javid Gallery.

The exhibit will be running until October 6 at the gallery
that can be found at 17
Zartosht St., Vali-e Asr
Ave.

* Paintings by Somayyeh Mohammadi are on display in an
exhibition at Bostan Gallery.

Entitled “Disruption Circuit”, the exhibit will be running until
October 11 at the gallery, which can be found at No. 71, 22th
Alley, Larestan St. off Motahhari Ave.

* Molud Akafzadeh is showcasing her latest paintings in an
exhibition at Jaleh Gallery.

The exhibit named “The Weaving of Imagination” will run
until October 8 at the gallery located at No. 3, Noshahr Alley,
Iranshahr St., Karim Khan Ave.

*Sohrab Gallery is showcasing paintings by Morteza Asadi
in an exhibition.

The exhibition will be running until October 11 at the gallery F
located at 142 Somayyeh St.
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* Atbin Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of paintings
by Leila Fallah.

The exhibit titled “The Viable” will run until October 10 at the
gallery that can be found at 42 Khakzad Alley, Vali-e Asr Ave.
near the Parkway Intersection.
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* Paintings by Mohammadreza Moslemi are being shown in
an exhibition now underway at E1 Gallery.

The exhibit named “Dancing Silently” will run until October
13 at the gallery located at 1 Hamid Dead End, off Lesani Alley,
Jebheh St,, off Mahdieh St. in the Elahieh neighborhood.

* A collection of paintings by Pegah Lari is on display in an
exhibition at Vista Gallery.

The exhibit named “| Will Tell You the Whole Poem Tomorrow”

N will continue until October 9 at the gallery located at No. 11,
12th Alley, Mir Emad St.

* Paintings by Alireza Adambakan are on view in an
exhibition at Hoor Gallery. .

The exhibit runs until October 20 at the gallery located at 12 .I
Naeimi Alley, North Mirza Shirazi St., off Motahhari Ave.

* Paintings by Mojtaba Tabatabai are currently on view in an
exhibition at Etemad Gallery 1.

Entitled “Visage”, the exhibition will be running until October
24 at the gallery located at 25 Shirudi Alley, Mofatteh St., near
Haft-e Tir Square.

Held in Sanandaj on the occasion of Unity Week

Grand celebration of the Nation of Ahmad
F

TEHRAN - On Friday, the city of
Sanandaj, located in the western
province of Kordestan, played
host to the largest street festival
held in celebration of Islamic
Unity Week.

The festival, titled “The Ummah
of Ahmad” (Nation of Ahmad),
boasted an impressive lineup
of well-known national artists,
making it a standout event in its
category.

The  festival  showcased
captivating performances by
renowned artists and singers
including  Alireza  Eftekhari,
Payam Azizi, Ehsan Yasini, Seyyed
Javad Hashemi, Hamed Soltani,
Kazem Norbakhsh, and Farid
Rahimi.

Attendees were treated to a
rich variety of musical genres,
mesmerizing  daf  playing,
and enchanting folk music
performances.

The festival also featured
several cultural and service
booths, providing an immersive
experience forall.

Additionally, a special treat

awaited festival-goers with a
free screening of Majid Majidi’s

acclaimed film “Muhammad, the
Messenger of God” at Sanandaj’s
Bahman Cinema.

Iran’s Kordestan stands as
a shining example of peaceful
coexistence between Shias and
Sunnis. This harmonious blend
of communities is evident in
the intermingling of families,
showcasing the enduring spirit

P

of unity and tolerance that has
prevailed for years.

The Islamic Unity Week refers
to a ceremony held every year
both by Sunnis and Shia. Shia
tradition holds that the Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) was born on
the seventeenth day of the lunar
month of Rabi’ al-Awwal. On the
other hand, according to Sunni

tradition, he was born on the 12th
of Rabi’ al-Awwal. The event is held

between two dates of the birthday
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Marked first time in Iran in
the mid-1980s and based on
the decree of the late Imam
Khomeini, the Muslims around
the world observe Islamic Unity
Week between these dates.

War photographers capture the heart of war, veteran
photographer says

Frome Page 1 »The opening
ceremony was attended by veteran
war photographers and media
persons at Khaneh Gallery of
Tehran’s Art Bureau.

Akhavan’s unique perspective
in photography has been deeply
influenced by his mentor, martyr
Mostafa Chamran, Heidari said
and added: “During Akhavan’s
brief period of work, Chamran
served as his teacher in the field
of photography, leaving a lasting
impact on his artistic approach.”

Akhavan’'s extensive presence
in various scenes, particularly in
irregular wars, has allowed him to
capture remarkable and poignant
photographs, he noted.

Some of his works depict
scenes that intimately connect
with the individuals present on
the battlefield and this level of
proximity to the combat scene is a
rarity in the field of Sacred Defense
photography, Heidari mentioned.

Inhis photographs Akhavan goes
beyond capturing mere visuals of
weapons and ammunition, instead,
he focuses on documenting the
relationships, connections, and
emotions shared among people, he
stated.

His works beautifully highlight
the human bonds that emerge
amidst conflict, showcasing the
depth of interpersonal connections,
he added.

His works are truly exceptional

and in fact, had it not been for
his unfortunate abduction in
1982, he would have undoubtedly
ranked among the world’s most
accomplished war photographers,
he remarked.

The quality of his photographs
is truly remarkable, largely due
to his close relationship with the
subjects and his ability to establish
a deep connection with those he
photographs adds a profound
impact to his images, he concluded.

Titled “Partisan Photographer,
the exhibition showcases a
collection of photographs by Kazem
Akhavan, documenting the Iran-
Irag war. Through his lens, Akhavan
captured rare and compelling
moments from various operations
spanning the years 1980 to 1982.
These photographs offer a unique
and insightful perspective into the
realities of the conflict.

The exhibition encompasses
a collection of 32 photographs,
varying in sizes ranging from 50x75
cm to 3x8m. The images have been
sourced from diverse archives,
including the Iran Photographers
House art field archive, the IRNA
news agency, and the Association
of Revolution and Sacred Defense

Photographs archive.
Curated by the Iran
Photographers House in

commemoration of the Sacred
Defense Week, the exhibition will
run until November 1.

New cineplexes in capital for film fans
Iran’s first LED cinema opens at Tehran Book Garden

TEHRAN-The first LED cinema in Iran was
launched at Tehran Book Garden on Wednesday
with the premiere screening of the latest Iranian
3D animated movie “Smart Kid”.

“With 600 seats, it is also the largest active
outdoor cinema in the country, and | emphasize
on being ‘active’ since there are other outdoor
cinemas with higher seating capacity but have
not been operating in the past years,” the art
director of the Book Garden said.

“Having an area of 8 meters by 4 meters,
the LED used here benefits from the highest
technology available and provides the audience
with better quality pictures compared to
the usual silver screens,” IRNA quoted Arash
Teymournejad as saying on Wednesday.

An LED Cinema Display is a large, high-
definition display that uses light-emitting diodes
(LEDs) to create an image. Modern cinemas may
use digital projectors with LED or LCD screens,
which are much more compact and energy-
efficient than traditional projectors.

Located in the Abasabad Hills in north Tehran,
the Book Garden is one of the largest of its kind.
Covering a total area of 65,000 square meters
indoor exhibition space, it is basically a huge
permanent bookstore which is open throughout
the year, providing ample space and amenities
for the book lovers.

“The main mission of the Book Garden is to
help promote book reading. Therefore, before
each movie showing, a teaser related to a book
is shown to the audience. The open-air cinema is
set to screen new Iranian films, and the priority
is given to films for children and young adults.
It is also possible in the future to show foreign
films too,” he added.

Teymournejad further noted that the Book

Garden plans to install a retractable roof for the
outdoor cinema as soon as possible.

Merdas cineplex in downtown

Last week, deputy director for development
of technologies and studies at Iran Cinema

Organization said that four cineplexes
comprising 19 halls would open in different
districts of Tehran during September and
October.

Merdas, Kowsar, Rose Mall, and Zima Mall
were the four cineplexes Qader Ashena named,
which were ready for inauguration.

On September 25, the first of the four,
Merdas Cineplex located on Jomhouri Street in
downtown Tehran, District 12, was launched.
A part of Merdas Shopping Center, it has five
cinema halls.

The new complex has been built at the site of
Sa'di Cinema that was closed in the past decade
due to financial problems.

Three more cineplexes will be inaugurated by

the end of October in Tehran. They include Kowsar
Cineplex with three halls in District 9, Rose Mall
Cineplex with seven halls in District 22, and Zima
Mall Cineplex with four halls in District 2.

In addition, 14 more cineplexes are under
construction by the private sector across Tehran,
six of which are situated uptown, five are in the
central regions and three are being built in the
south and suburbs of the capital city.

According to the Iran Cinema Organization,
in the past two years, 220 cinema halls have
been built across the country, bringing the total
number of cinema halls in Iran to 790.

Qader Ashena has expressed hope that by the
end of the current Iranian year (March 2024),
another 100 halls would be added to the current
figure.

Advantages of cineplexes

Comprising several halls, modern multiplex
cinemas have created an excellent opportunity
forfilmgoers with a wide choice. The several halls
built within a complex provide fans with movies
of different genres; this way every individual can
choose a film based on personal interest.

Cinema halls in the cineplexes are equipped
with the latest digital technologies and so the
high quality of image resolution and Dolby
Surround sound system make watching their
favorite actors on the big screen more enjoyable
for the audiences.

Besides the quality and the many options
cineplexes give the filmgoers on selecting
a movie of their choice, they offer another
advantage for families. As their name suggests,
they are more than just places to screen films;
complexes usually include restaurants, coffee
shops, cyber cafes, malls, galleries and even
indoor playgrounds, gyms and art classes.
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