
8  P a g e s   |   P r i c e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  R i a l s   |   1 . 0 0  E U R O    |    4 . 0 0  A E D   |  4 5 t h  y e a r   |   N o .  1 4 5 9 9   |   S u n d a y    |   O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 3  |  M e h r  9 ,  1 4 0 2   |   R a b i ’  A l  a w w a l  1 5 ,  1 4 4 5

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O MS t r a i g h t  T r u t h

 Page 3 F
il

e 
p

h
ot

o

 I
R

N
A

/ 
M

eh
di

 G
ho

rb
an

i

Awe-inspiring Lut 
Desert: a photographer’s 
paradise

 

By Afshin Majlesi

 TEHRAN - With its endless stretches 
of golden dunes, rugged landscapes, and 
mesmerizing geological formations, the Lut 
Desert stands as a testament to the raw 
beauty of our planet.

It has been recognized as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site since 2016, making it an 
absolute must-visit destination for adventure 
seekers and nature enthusiasts alike.

The harsh desert, also known as Dasht-e 
Lut, spans an area of over 51,800 square 
kilometers in the heart of Iran. The name ‘Lut’ 
means bare and empty in Persian, and ‘Dasht’ 
means plain.

With its remote location and minimal light 
pollution,  Page 6

1st International 
Khorsheed Festival 
held in Mashhad

MASHHAD - The First 
International Khorsheed (Sun) 
Media Festival was held at the 
Pardisan Hotel in the shrine city 
of Mashhad on Saturday with 
the presence of the president’s 
wife Jamileh Alamolhoda, other 
dignitaries, and female journalists 
from nearly 40 countries. 

With the slogan of “Women 
Enlighten”, the festival was 
planned in memory of Shireen 
Abu Akleh, the martyr of 
enlightenment. 

Women’s issues, including the 
role of women in social justice, 
family, women, and resistance 
media, the proper role model by 
women,  Page 8

Great potential in ASEAN 
region for Iranian books

TEHRAN-Iran is participating in the 43rd 
Indonesia International Book Fair (IIBF) and 
this is a positive step in the cultural relations 
between Iran and Indonesia, Iran ambassador 
to Indonesia said while visiting Iran stand at 
the fair on Wednesday.

“The IIBF is smaller compared to the 
Tehran International Book Fair,” Mohammad 
Boroujerdi said adding that Iran has a 
regional brand in the field of book fairs, which 
provides an opportunity for cooperation 
between the two countries in the field of 
publishing and books, SNN reported on Friday.

“The key point is that in order to cooperate 
with Indonesia, we must translate our books 
to Indonesian language, and if doing so, 
we will definitely have more audiences in 
Indonesia as the largest Islamic country and 
the fourth most populous country in the 
world,” he noted.  Page 8

Raisi invited to visit 
Tanzania

TEHRAN- In an effort to strengthen Teh-
ran’s connections with African nations in 
numerous areas, Iran and Tanzania have de-
cided to conduct a joint committee session 
soon.

The decision followed a phone conversa-
tion on Friday between Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir Abdollahian and his Tan-
zanian counterpart January Yusuf Makamba.

The top diplomats also discussed ways 
to strengthen ties, particularly in light of 
a meeting that took place in August in Jo-
hannesburg, the largest city in South Africa, 
between presidents of Tanzania and Iran, 
Samia Suluhu Hassan and Ebrahim Raisi, re-
spectively.

Amir Abdollahian stated Tehran’s read-
iness to further collaboration with Dodo-
ma, particularly in economic, scientific, and 
technical spheres, while highlighting the 
long-standing relations and the two coun-
tries’ vastly different potential.

The senior Iranian diplomat expressed 
congratulations to the Tanzanian govern-
ment and Muslims on the occasion of the 
birth anniversary of the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him).

Makamba, for his part, stated that his na-
tion is eager to strengthen ties with Iran in 
several fields.

On behalf of the Tanzanian president, he 
sent President Raisi an invitation to visit 
Dodoma.   Page 2

Iraq relocates 
militant groups near 
border with Iran

TEHRAN - Iraq has expelled all separatist 
militant groups residing near the northern 
borders with Iran, according to Iraq’s Minis-
ter of Interior Abdul Amir Al-Shammari. 

During an interview with Al-Arabiya, 
Al-Shammari announced that the borders 
between Iran and Iraq’s Kurdistan region are 
completely under the control of Iraqi forces.

The remarks came after the Arab country’s 
interior minister announced that Baghdad is 
committed to its security agreements with 
Iran. “We have taken necessary actions to 
remove terrorist groups from the Iraq-Iran 
border, and our constitution does not allow 
any side to use Iraqi soil to attack neighbor-
ing countries,” Iraq’s Foreign Minister Fuad 
Hussein said just a few days ago.

 Tehran and Baghdad reached an agree-
ment in March that all armed anti-Iranian 
separatist terrorist groups in Iraq’s Kurdis-
tan region would be disarmed and relocated 
by September 19.

“An agreement has been struck between 
Iran and Iraq, in which Iraq has committed 
to disarm armed separatists and terrorist 
groups present in its territory, close their 
bases, and relocate them to other locations 
before the 19th of September,” Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani told a 
weekly briefing just a few days prior to the 
deadline.  Page 2

The Pentagon sets the record straight on Iran’s nuclear program

Isfahan hosting 5th Mustafa Prize 

TEHRAN – The 5th Musta-
fa Prize started on Friday in 
the city of Isfahan, aiming to 
announce laureates from the 
Islamic World.

The Mustafa Prize is award-
ed in the four categories of In-
formation and Communication 
Science and Technology, Life 
and Medical Science and Tech-
nology, Nanoscience and Na-
notechnology, and Basic and 
Engineering Sciences.

The secretariat of the 
Mustafa Prize has received 
2,613 articles from 150 schol-
ars from around the world.

In this edition of the event, 
a prize is also awarded to 
scientists residing in Islamic 
countries regardless of their 
religion with the aim of devel-

oping science and technology 
in these countries.

The nominees can only be 
nominated by renowned sci-
entists and one of the scientif-
ic institutions like universities 
and research centers, Science 
and technology associations 
and centers of excellence, 
academies of sciences, and 
science and technology parks.

The prize includes the 
Mustafa Medal, the Prize Cer-
tificate, and a special cash gift 
that is provided from the en-

dowment of science and tech-
nology, and so far, more than 
400 benefactors from differ-
ent countries as members of 
the Khadem Al-Mustafa com-
munity have supported this 
scientific-cultural movement.

During the 2021 Mustafa 
Prize award ceremony, five 
Muslim scientists were award-
ed cash prizes amounting to $1 
million, as the laureates of the 
4th edition of the event.

The Mustafa Science and 
Technology Foundation has 

provided the opportunity for 
the development of scientific 
and technological coopera-
tion by establishing a network 
of nearly 6,500 science and 
technology experts from 50 
countries and interacting with 
910 prestigious international 
centers.

Science diplomacy is the 
use of scientific collabora-
tions among nations to ad-
dress common problems and 
build constructive interna-
tional partnerships. It is a 
form of new diplomacy and 
has become an umbrella term 
to describe a number of for-
mal or informal technical, re-
search-based, academic, or 
engineering exchanges, within 
the general field of interna-
tional relations.

The Mustafa Prize is held in 
Information and Communication 

Technology, Life and Medical 
Science, Nanotechnology, and 

Engineering.

U.S. Admits Iran Not 
Seeking Nukes

UN condemns Israeli 
violations 

TEHRAN - At a UN Security Council session 
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, many rep-
resentatives of the 15 member states criti-
cized Israeli violations against Palestinians, 
with notably strong criticism from Russia 
and China. 

Kicking off the session, Tor Wennesland, 
the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle 
East Peace Process, spoke via a video confer-
ence and updated the meeting with his latest 
report for the period June 15 to September 
19, 2023. 

The senior UN official reiterated to the 
Security Council the Secretary-General’s ap-
peal for an end to the occupation and a res-
olution of the conflict as members echoed 
those calls and underlined a need to return 
to peace negotiations.

Wennesland pointed to the ongoing ex-
pansion of Israeli settlements, demolition of 
Palestinian homes, daily Israeli violence and 
continued inflammatory rhetoric by the Is-
raeli cabinet.  Page 5
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 Iran, Tanzania concur on holding joint committee meeting soon

General Sabahi-
Fard says the 

efforts of the Air 
Defense Force and 

its state-of-the-art 
tools have made 

the Islamic Republic 
of Iran’s airspace 
the safest in the 

whole globe.

TEHRAN - The Iranian Army’s Air 
Defense Force’s exceptional mili-
tary capabilities are absolute in the 
West Asia region, the commander 
of the army unit said on Friday.

Brigadier General Alireza Saba-
hi-Fard made the comments on 
the sidelines of a ceremony com-
memorating 108 martyrs of the 
Air Defense Force during Iraq’s im-
posed war on Iran in the 1980s.

“We started eight years of im-
posed war with hardly any equip-
ment, all of which was bought from 
abroad and we were totally depen-
dent,” Sabahi-Fard stated.

“But) today, the powerful air 
defense force of the Army has the 
most advanced and adequate in-
digenous equipment in the fields 
of detection, interception, con-
flict, and information systems in 
the world.”

Sabahi-Fard emphasized that it 
is unquestionably true that Iran is 
an absolute power in air defense 
in the region, adding, “Our Air de-
fense has something to say at the 
world level. Of course, our enemies 
are cognizant of this power.”

The general said that the efforts 
of the Air Defense Force and its 
state-of-the-art tools have made 
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s air-
space the safest in the whole globe.

The armed forces are now 
self-sufficient thanks to extraor-
dinary advancements made in 
recent years by Iranian military 
specialists and engineers in the 
manufacture of a wide variety of 
indigenous equipment.

Iranian officials have made it 

clear that the nation would never 
negotiate on its defense capa-
bilities and that Iran will never 
hesitate to expand its military ca-
pabilities, particularly its missile 
capacity, which is only intended 
for defense.

Addressing a gathering of for-
eign military attachés on Sep-
tember 7 in Tehran, Sabahi-Fard 
said that the Islamic Republic is 
prepared to share its military ex-
pertise with friendly nations and 
conduct joint exercises with them.

Sabahi-Fard went on to say that 
the Air Defense Force is ready to 
foster military cooperation with 
the allies in a variety of areas, in-
cluding training, the sharing of 
technological and operational ex-
periences, and organizing joint war 
games. 

The military official added that 
the Islamic Republic’s message to 
the allies and friendly nations is 
“peace and friendship”.

Sabahi-Fard also said the forc-
es under his command have made 
Iran’s skies safe for friendly states 
based on international law.

“The Air Defense Force is tasked 
with securing Iran’s airspace. By 
God’s grace and the efforts of 
my colleagues, it has managed to 
turn the country’s skies into a safe 
place for friendly countries with-
in the framework of international 
law and an unsafe place for hostile 
parties.” 

He added, “Deterrence as the 
defense doctrine of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran hinges upon ami-
cable and mutual relations with all 
countries of the world, especially 
friendly and neighboring states in 
West Asia.” 

Additionally, the air defense 
chief said, the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution in Iran opened the door for a 
shift in the unfair global order and 
the end of unilateralism.

Also, he said, the Islamic system 

in Iran presented a severe threat to 
the interests of superpowers, par-
ticularly in the vital West Asia region.

Sabahi-Fard also said Iran’s 
Armed Forces, while enjoying full 
and complete readiness, employ 
state-of-the-art technology and 
rely on homegrown capabilities.

The general further stated that 
Iran places a high priority on in-
dependence and the use of home-
built missiles.

He added, “The ability to react 
swiftly and forcefully to any hostile 
action of the enemy constitutes 
deterrence in the defense strategy 
of the Air Defense Force.”

Sabahi-Fard further stated that 
the Air Defense Force has been 
able to diversify its medium-al-
titude and long-endurance sys-
tems during the last two decades, 
thanks to collaboration with the 
Defense Ministry and knowl-
edge-based enterprises.

From page 1   Back in June, Amir Abdollahian 
concluded a visit to South Africa where he met 
with a number of foreign counterparts, whose 
countries are either member of BRICS or are 
called Friends of BRICS.

Also on the same date, in a meeting with Issa 
Boro, the secretary general of Burkina Faso’s for-
eign ministry, in Tehran, Amir Abdollahian said 
that fostering relations with African nations holds 
a significant position in Iran’s foreign policy.

Improvement of ties with African nations is a 
priority for Iran in terms of foreign policy, accord-
ing to the foreign minister.

Additionally, Amir Abdollahian applauded 
the growth of bilateral ties between the two 
countries.

He continued by saying that the next joint com-
mission meeting between the two nations would 
be a great chance to develop bilateral ties in the 
areas of business, science, and education.

From page 1   The Nour News 
Agency, which is associated with 
Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council, also reported earlier this 
month that bases belonging to the 
Komalah, Kurdistan Freedom Party 
(PAK), the Kurdistan Free Life Party 
(PJAK) and the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) along the common bor-
der with Iran and in the other parts 

of the Iraqi Kurdistan region were in 
the process of getting dismantled. 

“The terrorist groups are going to 
be relocated to a base deep inside 
the soil of the Iraqi Kurdistan region,” 
the outlet stated, quoting an anony-
mous source. 

Iranian officials had warned 
Iraqi governments that Tehran 

would resort to military action if 
Baghdad failed to secure the bor-
ders by the end of the Iranian cal-
endar month of Shahrivar. 

In September 2022, Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards targeted terror-
ist groups in Iraqi Kurdistan, firing 
missiles and drones at their bases. 
According to local authorities, 13 
terrorists died during the attacks. 

TEHRAN- The relationship between the Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad resistance movement and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran has been praised 
by a senior member of the movement, who de-
scribed the links as “deep-seated and strategic.”

The alliance between the Gaza-based re-
sistance movement, Iran, Syria, and the Leb-
anese Hezbollah ensures military capabil-
ity and greater performance, Ihsan Ataya, a 
senior member of the Islamic Jihad political 
bureau, said on Thursday. 

He emphasized that his movement is ready 
to “pay any cost” for the ultimate objective of 
freeing the occupied Palestinian territories, 
saying that Islamic Jihad “aligns with any 
party that stands up against the Zionist re-
gime and the United States.”

Ataya went on to describe the Islamic Jihad 
as a beacon of hope on the path towards lib-
erating Palestine, highlighting that the occu-
pying Tel Aviv regime is not the worst enemy 
of the Palestinian nation, rather a broad coa-
lition led by Washington.

“The Zionist enemy exiled a number of Ji-
had commanders to Lebanon, but we were 
able to develop the movement in Beirut and 
Damascus,” he said.

The top Islamic Jihad leader emphasized that 
the Israeli regime is looting the whole region’s 
resources, pointing to the thief of Palestinian 
territories by Zionists via mass massacres.

“We cannot forge relations with the United 
States as Washington and Tel Aviv are two sides 

of the same coin,” Ataya pointed.

Back on June 19, the Islamic Jihad leader 
praised Iran’s ongoing support for Palestinians, 
stating that the Islamic Republic continues to be 
the only country in the world to publicly support 
Palestine and the anti-Israeli resistance. 

“Iran dares to declare its support for the Pal-
estinian people and resistance. No other country 
in the world takes such an explicit stance,” said 
Islamic Jihad Secretary-General Ziad al-Nakha-
leh in an interview with the Tehran-based al-
Alam television news network.

Back in June, Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei met with Ziyad 
Nakhala in Tehran. 

In the meeting, the Leader congratulated the 
Islamic Jihad on its recent victory over Israel, 
saying that the present conditions of the Israeli 
regime are very different from 70 years ago. 

“Today, the Zionist enemy is in a position of 
passivity and reaction, and this situation shows 
that the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and resistance 
groups have correctly identified the path and 
are moving forward in this direction with pru-
dence,” Ayatollah Khamenei said. 

Underlining that it will not be possible to 
achieve big goals without taking a risk, Ayatol-
lah Khamenei said, “Today, by God’s grace, the 
strength and credibility of the Palestinian re-
sistance groups and Islamic Jihad is increasing 
day by day, and the recent defeat of the Zionist 
regime in the 5-day war confirms this.”

The five-day war refers to the fighting be-

tween Islamic Jihad and the Zionist regime 
in May.

He continued, “The Islamic Jihad of Pal-
estine aced the test in the recent battle of 
Gaza, and now the conditions for the Zionist 
regime have changed compared to seventy 
years ago, and the Zionist leaders have the 
right to worry about not seeing the eightieth 
anniversary of this regime.”

Ayatollah Khamenei pointed out that Islamic 
Jihad and other Palestinian resistance groups 
have found the main key to fighting the Zionist 
regime. “The growing power of the resistance 
groups in the West Bank is the key to bringing 
the Zionist enemy to its knees, and this path 
must continue,” he added. 

The Leader appreciated the move by Pal-
estinian resistance groups to achieve politi-
cal unity in the battlefield and described it as 
“very important.”

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution empha-
sized the continuation of the support of the 
Islamic Republic to the Palestinian people and 
resistance groups.

Raisi invited to visit Tanzania

Iraq relocates militant groups near border with Iran

‘Islamic Jihad movement has strategic ties with Iran’

Farhikhtegan dedicated its headline to the de-
velopments in the South Caucasus and wrote: 
Iran among the countries in the region is the most 
prone to getting its national security and geopolit-
ical interests hurt in the Caucasus region. In terms 
of security threats the increasing presence of Is-
rael, the presence of groups espousing pan-Turk-
ism movements, who have been getting spon-
sored by Turkey and Azerbaijan in the past years, 
as well as the presence of NATO in the region can 
be detrimental to Iran. Due to these pending geo-
political and security threats for Iran, Tehran must 
have its own specific and unique strategy regard-
ing regional developments. It should also put an 
emphasis on interaction and cooperation with all 
regional countries and all influential actors. In the 
geopolitical field, the proposed Zangezur corri-
dor can lead to the exclusion of Iran from transit 
routes and also result in geopolitical suffoca-
tion. Iran has firmly opposed to any geopolitical 
changes in the region, going as far as calling it its 
red line. The country has expressed readiness to 
fight back against any efforts by regional states 
seeking to bring about such changes. Officials in 
Tehran believe that Zangezur is more than an eco-
nomic project, it is a corridor full of serious secu-
rity threats that will eventually help NATO gain a 
presence in the region. 

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Dominoes of failure

In a note, Vatan-e-Emrooz addressed the 
continuous failures of terror projects aimed at 
Iran and said: Last year, the movement called 
“Woman, Life, Freedom” wrought chaos and 
disorder in the country by promoting straight 
lies and illusions. The so-called movement 
has now turned into a profitable business for 
people seeking to persuade Western leaders 
to give them money. The anti-Iran campaign-
ers failed to once again throw the country into 
disarray after their unsuccessful attempt at 
trying to bring rioters to the streets. That’s why 
the movement has now entered a new phase 
which consists of numerous terror plans. Even 
the new phase, which is clearly seen as an ad-
mission of the failure of the previous project, 
has now reached a dead end. Anti-Iran groups 
have once again failed at their new project. The 
planned chain of chaos, disturbance, terror and 
insecurity has failed, which goes to show that 
any similar project would not be able to bring 
down the people of Iran and the Islamic Repub-
lic in the future. The neutralization of the chain 
of operations and the arrest of some of the 
operatives, who were sometimes connected 
to Daesh, is an undeniable indicator that those 

trying to plague Iranian streets with riots and 
insecurity have not reached their sinister goals.  

Sobh-e-No: America’s concern about Iran 
joining BRICS

Regarding the trip of Mr. Ghalibaf to South Af-
rica to participate in the 9th BRICS parliamentary 
forum, Sobh-e-No wrote: The U.S. and its affili-
ates are seeking to harm the interests of the Ira-
nian nation in any way possible and are trying to 
weaken the position of Iran so that Iran gets into 
trouble in the issue of commercial and econom-
ic exchanges. Unfortunately, dependence on the 
dollar in terms of financial, monetary, and bank-
ing systems, as well as sanctions, have caused 
Iran to face numerous problems. However, Iran 
can eliminate the monopoly of the dollar and get 
the nation on the path of growth by making use of 
the countless capacities of BRICS. The U.S. is wor-
ried about Iran joining BRICS because after Iran’s 
membership, all American measures against Iran 
will be ineffective and it will no longer be able to 
harass Iran with economic pressure. Therefore, 
by joining BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization, Tehran will be able to free itself 
from the tight grip of the U.S. sanctions. Iran has 
already been able to stand against Washington 
militarily and by utilizing the capacities of BRICS 
it can defeat the U.S. economically as well. 

Arman-e-Melli: Iran and England seek to 
reduce tension

The idea of making Iran’s sanctions perma-
nent by England is inspired from the plans of 
some anti-JCPOA activists in the U.S. . Such 
positions from Europe and especially Britain 
show that they largely look at Washington’s 
behavior in their own relations with Iran. They 
try to imitate what the U.S. is doing in dealing 
with Iran. Although the Europeans take nega-
tive positions against Iran these days, it is clear 
that they are trying not to significantly escalate 
tensions with Tehran. Hence, Iran’s ruling gov-
ernment tries to answer the Europeans only at 
the diplomatic level. Recently, the ambassadors 
of Iran and England in Iraq held a meeting and 
discussed various issues. Mohammad Kazem 
Ale-Sadegh, the ambassador of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Iraq, hosted the new Brit-
ish ambassador Stephen Hitchen at the Irani-
an embassy in Baghdad last week. During the 
meeting, Ale-Sadegh criticized the recent Brit-
ish human rights sanctions against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, described the human rights 
standards of Western countries as dual, and 
demanded a change in the approach of these 
countries towards Tehran.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Hyenas in the Caucasus

Iranian Air Defense Force wields total 
power in the region: top commander

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si has denounced terrorist explosions at two 
mosques in Pakistan, declaring that Tehran is 
prepared to combat extremism in all its forms.

On Friday, at least 59 people were murdered 
and more than 60 were injured in Pakistan’s 
southern region of Balochistan.

The bombs went off near a mosque in Mas-
tung city, as people gathered to commemorate 
Prophet Muhammad’s birthday. No one has 
claimed responsibility for the explosions.

In a message to Pakistani President Arif Alvi 
on Friday, Raisi said the blind act once more 
demonstrated that terrorists, who are ignorant 
of the humane principles of Islam, seek “no goal 
but to sow discord among Muslims.”

“However, this time they will also fail to 
achieve their illegitimate and inhumane ob-
jectives.”

The Iranian president denounced the 
“terrorist, anti-religious, and anti-human” 
move and conveyed compassion and con-
dolences to his Pakistani counterpart and 
the country’s Muslim population.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is resolute-
ly ready to cooperate with Pakistan in the 
fight against any form of terrorism and ex-
tremism,” Raisi added. 

He called on the world community, partic-
ularly Muslim nations, to “seriously react to 
this criminal act and prevent the recurrence 

of such bitter events.”

The Iranian president expressed optimism 
that the criminals will be identified and pun-
ished as quickly as possible.

Earlier in the day, Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani also condemned 
the acts of terrorism.

Kanaani also offered condolences to the Pa-
kistani government and people, particularly the 
victims’ families, in a statement issued by the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry, and hoped for the rap-
id recovery of those injured in the event.

Mastung has been the site of many instances 
of violence associated to nationalists and sep-
aratists in recent months.

Earlier this month, an explosion in the same 
district injured at least 11 people, including re-
ligious leader Hafiz Hamdullah. Prior to it, an 
unidentified man shot and killed a tax officer at 
a bus stop, injuring two onlookers.

Pakistan’s caretaker interior minister, Sarfraz 
Bugti, denounced the bombing and expressed 
sorrow over the deaths. He said it had been a 
“heinous act” to target people at the procession.

The gas-rich south-western Balochistan 
province, on the borders of Afghanistan and 
Iran, has been the site of a low-level insurgency 
by Baloch nationalists for more than two de-
cades. They initially wanted a share of provin-
cial resources, but later launched an insurgency 
calling for independence.

Raisi denounces twin explosions in Pakistan



Mixed team take 
silver in 10m air 
pistol 
TEHRAN – Iran’s mixed team pair won a 

bronze medal in shooting in the 2022 Asian 
Games underway at Hangzhou on Saturday.

Iran’s Amir Joharikhou and Hanieh 
Rostamian defeated Pakistan 16-14 in the 
bronze medal match while the South Korea 
won the other bronze, beating Japan 16-8.

China claimed the gold after defeating India 
16-14 in the final.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 
45 nations and territories, the 2022 Asian 
Games has more participants than the 
Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes 
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Barimanlou claims 
a silver in Kurash
TEHRAN - Majid Vahid Barimanlou snatched 

a silver medal in kurash in the 2022 Asian 
Games underway in Hangzhou, China on 
Saturday.

The Iranian athlete was defeated against 
Uzbekistan’s Artyom Shturabain 8-0 in the 
final match of the men’s -66kg.

He had defeated Vietnamese Cong Hoang 
Hai, Taipei’s Hao Cheng Chan and Tajikistan’s 
Murodzoda Khairandeshi before the final 
match. 

2022 Hangzhou: 
Iran basketball 
beat Kazakhstan 
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s basketball team 

defeated Kazakhstan 86-60 in Group A of the 
2022 Asian Games on Saturday.

In the match held at the HOC Gymnasium 
in Hangzhou, Navid Rezaeifar led Iran with 17 
points while Vadim Chsherbak of Kazakhstan 
scored 13 points. 

Team Melli had previously defeated the UAE 
81-57 and Saudi Arabia 81-66 in their previous 
matches. 

Iran basketball have not yet won a gold 
medal in the history of the Asian Games.

Iran handball 
suffer second loss 
at Hangzhou Main 
Round
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s handball team lost to 

Bahrain 29-20 in the 2022 Asian Games Main 
Round Group?on Saturday.  

Iran, who had lost to Kuwait 24-22 in their 
first match in the Main Round, will play South 
Korea on Sunday. 

Team Melli had defeated Mongolia, lost to 
Japan and shared the spoils in a draw with 
Saudi Arabia in Group D.

Iran handball team won a bronze medal in 
the 2006 Asian Games in Doha and claimed the 
silver four years later in Guangzhou.

Iran’s table tennis 
doubles into 
semifinals
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s table tennis doubles 

team of Noshad and Nima Alamian defeated 
the Japanese pair Taisei Matsushita and Mizuki 
Oikawa 3-0 (11-6,11-8, 11-5) in the 2022 Asian 
Games quarterfinals on Saturday.

The Iranian pair will meet China’s Zhendong 
Fan and Chuqin Wang in the semifinals on 
Sunday. 

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes 
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Iran 3x3 
basketball out of 
2022 Asian Games
TEHRAN  – Iran’s men’s 3x3 basketball team 

lost to Mongolia 16-15 on Saturday in the 2022 
Asian Games quarterfinals.

Iran started the campaign with a 21-12 
defeat against South Korea but beat the 
Maldives 22-6, Japan 22-13, Turkmenistan 19 
-13 and India 19-17. The men’s 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament at the Games is being held at the 
Deqing Geographic Information Park Basketball 
Court, Hangzhou, China from September 25 to 
October 1. The teams are restricted to under-23 
players.

Taftian finishes 
fourth in 100m final 
TEHRAN – Iranian sprinter Hassan Taftian 

came fourth in the final round of the 100m in 
the 2022 Asian Games on Saturday.

Taftian finished the cross in the men’s 100m 
with a time of 10.14 seconds.

Zhenye Xie of China won the gold medal, 
clocking 9.97, followed by Thailand’s Puripol 
Boonson (10.02) and Malaysian Muhammad 
Azeem Bin Mohd Fahmi (10.11).

Earlier in the day, Iranian woman sprinter 
Hamideh Esmaeilnezhad came seventh in the 
women’s 100m with a time of 11.54 seconds. 

Manqi Ge of China won the gold medal with 11.23 
and silver and bronze medals went to Singapore’s 
Veronica Shanti Preira (11.27) and Bahrain’s Saad 
Saeed Saad Alkhaldi (11.35), respectively

Kimura to officiate 
Duhail v Persepolis 
match
TEHRAN - Hiroyuki Kimura of Japan has 

been chosen to officiate the match between 
Persepolis and Al Duhail football teams.

The 41-year-old will be assisted by his 
countrymen Takagi Takumi and Watanabe Kota.

The Qatari side will host Persepolis of Iran 
in Group E of the 2023-24 AFC Champions 
League (ACL) on Tuesday in Doha’s Abdullah 
bin Khalifa Stadium. Persepolis have lost their 
opening match to Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr 2-0 
on September 19 in Tehran. 

Ebadipour joins 
Russian Ural Ufa
TEHRAN - Renowned Iranian outside hitter, 

Milad Ebadipour, has joined Russian volleyball 
club Ural. This news comes after the 29-year-
old athlete’s successful stint with Allianz 
Milano in Italy during the previous season.

Ebadipour’s illustrious career took off in 
Europe, starting in Poland where he signed 
up with the powerhouse team, PGE Skra. 
During his tenure with PGE Skra Belchatow, 
he made significant strides and cemented his 
reputation as a formidable outside hitter. In 
2018, his performance played a crucial role in 
the team securing the Polish Championship. 
The following year, Ebadipour contributed 
significantly to the team’s success by helping 
them clinch a bronze medal in the highly 
competitive Champions League.

Parallel to his club career, Ebadipour has 
also made significant contributions to the 
Iranian national team. He has represented his 
country in various prestigious international 
competitions, such as the World Championships 
and the Olympics. His performances have led 
the team to secure several notable victories, 
including the Asian Championship twice, in 
2019 and 2021. Additionally, he was a critical 
part of the team when they won a bronze 
medal at the FIVB Volleyball World Cup in 2017.

Ural Ufa ended in the 10th position in the 
Russian championship in the last season. As 
part of its recent strategic acquisitions, the 
Ufa team has already brought on board the 
Serbian outside hitter Uros Kovacevic from the 
Polish team Zawiercie.
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IRAN IN FOCUS

TEHRAN – Iranian Ambassador to the Republic 
of Azerbaijan Seyed Abbas Mousavi has met 
with Khalaf Khalafov, a representative of the 
President of Azerbaijan on special assignments.

Mousavi and Khalafov discussed bilateral 
issues and the latest developments in the 
Karabakh region, according to Iran’s state news 
agency IRNA. 

The meeting comes amid heightened tensions 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the 

Karabakh region. 

On September 28, Baku and the Armenians 
of the Karabakh region reached a ceasefire 
agreement under which Karabakh Armenians 
surrendered and announced a self-dissolution 
of all the institutions they established in the 
breakaway region. Consequently, a huge number 
of Karabakh Armenians departed their homeland 
for neighboring Armenia. The departure of 
Karabakh Armenians took place in the wake of 
the surrender agreement between the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and the local authorities of the 
disputed region.

The Azerbaijani forces entered the region 
following the announcement. 

The complete departure of Karabakh 
Armenians could potentially put an end to the 
decades-long conflict over the region and pave 
the way for a peace agreement between Baku 
and Yerevan, all at the expense of the historical 
residents of the Karabakh region.

Iran is considering sending humanitarian aid 
to the displaced population of the Karabakh 
region. An Iranian lawmaker, who is originally 
Armenian, has said that the authorities in Iran 
are considering sending humanitarian aid to 
Armenia amid an exodus of Karabakh Armenians 
from the disputed region.

The lawmaker, Robert Beglaryan, told the 
Armenian news outlet “NEWS am” that Mehdi 
Sobhani, the Ambassador of Iran to Armenia, 
has written a letter to the Iranian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs urging them to take 
immediate action and send humanitarian aid 
from Iran to Armenia.

Beglaryan also mentioned that negotiations 
had taken place with the Iranian Red Crescent 
Society.

The Iranian government is in the process of 
making preparations, according to the Iranian 
lawmaker.

Iran envoy meets Azerbaijani presidential aide

TEHRAN - The Republic of Azerbaijan has 
told Iranian officials that it has scrapped plans 
of constructing a corridor inside the Armenian 
soil, according to a member of the Iranian 
Parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy 
Committee. 

During an interview with Iranian media, 
Ali Alizadeh declared that early this month 
Azerbaijan’s defense minister told a visiting 
Iranian military delegation that Baku has decided 
to resort to “plan B” after witnessing resistance 
from Yerevan.

Plan B consists of connecting mainland 
Azerbaijan to the Nakhjavan exclave via Iran. 

“We cannot completely trust that this would 
be Azerbaijan’s real plan, but this is what the 
country’s defense minister told Iranian officials 
earlier this month while quoting the president,” 
added Alizadeh. 

The MP explained that Azerbaijan pursued 
two main objectives in the Karabakh region: 

One was to disarm armed groups in the area 
and the other was to create transport links to 
Nakhjavan.

 “Iran is averse to the proposed Zangezur 
corridor which if built, would alter Iran’s 
historic borders with Armenia. It was Tehran’s 
idea to connect the two regions in Azerbaijan’s 
territory via a road in Iran,” said the MP, 
adding that Baku has announced it is no 
longer thinking of starting a military conflict 
with Armenia now that it has the disputed 
Karabakh region under control. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh region, officially part 
of Azerbaijan but inhabited by Armenian citizens, 
has been a source of friction between Baku and 
Yerevan for more than three decades. 

Baku wrested control of a vast area in the 
region during a war in 2020. It claimed full control 
of the Nagorno-Karabakh region on September 
20 after local Armenian forces there agreed to 
lay down their weapons following Azerbaijan’s 

latest military offensive. 

The so-called Zangezur Corridor proposed 
by Azerbaijan and Turkey, aiming to connect 
Nakhjavan and Karabakh, would pass through 
the Armenian Syunik province and disconnect 
Armenia and Iran. Both countries have 
announced firm objections to such plans.

Azerbaijan would have to launch a new 
military offensive this time against Armenia’s 
official borders to ensure the construction of 
such a corridor. 

Azerbaijan to back down on proposed Zangezur corridor: MP

By Mehran Shamsuddin

TEHRAN – In a remarkable 
acknowledgment, the U.S. 
Department of Defense said Iran 
is not pursuing nuclear weapons, 
refuting Western propaganda that it 
may be doing so.

While U.S. politicians continue 
to capitalize on Iran’s exaggerated 
nuclear threat for domestic political 
gains, the U.S. State Department set 
the record straight on Iran’s nuclear 
program. It said, “It is assessed that 
Iran is not pursuing a nuclear weapons 
program at this time.”

The Pentagon assessment 
came in a report dubbed “Strategy 
for Countering Weapons of Mass 
Destruction,” which also addressed 
other countries possessing nuclear 
programs.

The report is the latest 
confirmation that Iran’s nuclear 
program is peaceful and does not 
pose any threats to international 
security despite allegations to the 
contrary.

Despite the peaceful nature 
of its nuclear program, Iran has 
extensively cooperated with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) to allay concerns over its 

nuclear activities. Recently, the top 
nuclear official of Iran has said that 
the country is under international 
scrutiny more than any other 
country in the world. 

Mohammad Eslami, head of Iran’s 
Atomic Energy Organization (AEOI), 
said on Wednesday that it is not 
reasonable for Iran to be inspected 
10 times more than other countries 
while the size of Iran’s nuclear 
facilities is about 2% of the world’s 
nuclear facilities.

In an interview with Al Jazeera on 
Wednesday, Eslami said that Tehran 
has good cooperation with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA).

He also noted that at least 

120 inspectors of the Agency are 
accepted and actively working 
within Iran whereas some are 
rejected which is totally Iran’s rights.

The AEOI head added that Tehran 
keeps an eye on the performance of 
inspectors which is its right whether 
to accept or reject some of them.    

 “The inspection operations 
that the Agency conducts in Iran 
are about 25% of the inspection 
operations that it conducts around 
the world, it is not logical that we 
are inspected more than 10 times by 
other countries,” he complained.

Nevertheless, some in the 
West continue to level unfounded 
accusations against Iran, with some 

even opining that Iran is already a 
nuclear threshold country. 

And U.S. officials seem to have 
fallen for this kind of propaganda. 
In remarks before the 78th session 
of the United Nations General 
Assembly in New York, U.S. President 
Joe Biden implied that Iran might be 
willing to acquire nuclear weapons. 
He said that the Americans “remain 
steadfast in our commitment that 
Iran must never acquire a nuclear 
weapon.”

This kind of messaging runs 
counter to the countless reports 
by the IAEA which refute in no 
uncertain terms that Iran is not 
seeking a nuclear weapon. 

The IAEA has so far produced 
dozens of reports all confirming 
the peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear 
program. But these reports have 
fallen on deaf ears in the West. 

In addition, Iranian officials, 
including the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, have time and again said 
that Tehran is not seeking nuclear 
weapons as they run counter to 
Islamic teachings, which prohibit the 
use and production of such weapons 
given their inhumane consequences.

U.S. admits Iran not seeking nukes

TERHAN – A senior advisor to the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution on 
international affairs has said NATO 
has failed to establish a foothold in 
the South Caucasus region. 

The advisor, Ali Akbar Velayati, 
said in an interview with the Iranian 
Farhikhtegan newspaper that NATO 
has recently eyed an influence in the 
South Caucasus region.

“In recent months, unfortunately, 
NATO, centered on the United 
States, intended to take measures 
to establish dominance in the South 
Caucasus with fully suspicious 
plans, so it entered into a challenge 
with Russia… The South Caucasus is 
the most important place that has 
been considered as NATO’s western 
entrance,” Velayati said. 

He added, “In such a situation, 
the Russians, who stated nearly 
two years ago that the borders of 
the South Caucasus should become 
the borders of the former Soviet 
Union, distanced themselves from 

this position after some time at a 
Moscow summit and [they] said 
that the borders should be based 
on the decisions of the Moscow 
Summit.”

Velayati continued, “On the other 
hand, the Americans, led by Turkey, 
came to the field to disrupt the 
South Caucasus. Americans should 
know that if they enter the South 
Caucasus region, they will be so 
caught between the resistance of 
different ethnic groups that it will 
be impossible to escape from it.”

According to the advisor, the 
American are facing a number 
of hurdles including China’s 
rising economic power and 
the improvement of Russian 
weaponry due to oil price hikes. 
Velayati also pointed to the rising 
power of the Axis of Resistance 
and the unraveling of traditional 
alliances as other two obstacles to 
America fulfilling its plans in the 
South Caucasus.

“According to the Supreme 
Leader’s statement, the opinion 
of the Islamic Republic is that 
the current borders will not be 
changed in any way. A point that 
has been promoted by some 
Turkish officials and the media 
of that country in recent years 
is that Iranian Azeris have been 
under pressure for years. And 
the Turkish government portrays 
itself as having a mission to free 
the Azeris from the domination 
of the rest of the ethnic groups 
that make up the Iranian identity. 
This is while Iranian Azeris are an 

important part of Iran and after 
the Revolution, the president and 
prime minister of this country 
were ethnic-Azeri for about eight 
years and now the first person of 
the country is Azeri,” he noted.

Velayati pointed out that the 
Iranian Azeris will stand up against 
persons seeking ethnic turmoil in 
Iran and if those persons seek help 
from the Zionists. The cowardly 
Zionists have established some 
bases near the Iranian border, 
Velayati said. 

Tensions have risen between 
Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan 
over the latter’s insistence on 
opening the so-called Zangezur 
corridor, which could cut Iran’s 
border with Armenia. Iran has said 
it will not accept this geopolitical 
change and offered alternative 
routes passing through Iran. Also, 
Iranian officials have expressed 
their desire to facilitate peace 
between Baku and Yerevan. 

NATO failed in South Caucasus region: senior advisor

The Pentagon sets the record straight on Iran’s nuclear program



TEHRAN- The managing director of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Railways (known as RAI) said that 
with the diversification of financing and support 
for domestic production in the coming months, 
the domestic fleet of rail transport will develop 
by leaps and bounds.

With the plans made, wagon manufacturing, 
which grew by 45 percent in the past Iranian 
calendar year (ended on March 20), will increase 
this year as well, Miad Salehi added.

During a press conference held in early August, 
Salehi mentioned the development of railways as 
a necessary factor for the economic surge in the 
country.

He reiterated that the development of the 
transportation sector is vital for the economic 
surge, and the railway is the pillar for development 
in this sector.

The official also stated that RAI is seriously 
negotiating with other countries, especially the 
neighbors, to promote railway transit via Iran.

He further announced that passenger 
transportation via railway hit a record high in the 
past Iranian calendar year 1401, adding that 29.67 
million passengers were transported via the 
national railway in the previous year, indicating 
also a 43-percent growth year on year.

Salehi added that the figure is targeted to 
reach 30 million in the present year.

Passenger transportation via railway also 
rose 13 percent in the first four months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-July 22), 
the RAI head announced, adding that 10.7 million 
passengers were transported via the national 
railway in the four-month period.

The official further mentioned domestic 
production, and said, “We pay special attention to 
domestic production and facilitating it.”

Domestic manufacturing of freight wagons 
increased by 48 percent in the past year, Salehi 
announced, and underlined that the whole work 
was done by the private sector.

The development of the railway sector has 
been one of the macro policies of the Iranian 
government as it has been emphasized by 
the general policies of the country’s national 
development plans.

In this regard, the national railway fleet has 
constantly received new domestically-made 
locomotives and wagons in the past and current 
Iranian calendar years.

Last year, a total of 1,660 wagons and 
locomotives were added to the country’s railway 
fleet in four stages.

The railway fleet also received 346 new 
domestically-made wagons and locomotives on 
last Saturday, in a ceremony attended by the head 
of RAI.

Of the mentioned 346 wagons and locomotives, 
339 were freight wagons, two were locomotives, 
and five were passenger wagons.

The mentioned wagons and locomotives have 
been all manufactured by domestic companies 
and firms including Mapna Group, Pars Wagon, 
Kowsar Wagon Complex, and Green Polour 
Industrial Group.

The number of locomotives and wagons added 
to the country’s railway fleet since the beginning 
of the current Iranian calendar year has increased 
by eight percent compared to the previous year’s 
same period.

Advantages such as consuming less fuel and 
creating less pollution as well as high safety 
attach priority to the railway when compared to 
some other transportation systems, and make its 
development economically viable.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 13,399 points 
(0.64 percent) to 2,084,576 on Saturday (the first 
day of Iranian calendar week).

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. The other three ones 
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter 
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Ehsan Asgari, a stock market analyst, said that 
the government’s measures for reducing the risks 
of trade in the capital market can help improve the 
market’s trend in the long term.

“Now, in the stock market, we are witnessing 
a reduction in the risks threatening stock market 
transactions, which can have an impact on the 
improvement of market trend,” Asgari told in mid-
August.

He pointed to the timely action of the government 
and the Securities and Exchange Organization (SEO) 
in amending the market’s laws and regulations and 
said: “[considering these actions] the stock market 
can provide shareholders with higher returns than 
other markets.”

The expert further pointed to some of the 
effective factors in reducing the volatility in the 
stock market and noted: “In the past few days, the 
prices of commodities in the global markets did not 
have a significant downward trend, and the currency 
market is also stable, and due to such conditions, 
export-oriented companies in the stock market 
have not been exposed to a high risk, which has been 
influential in changing the market trend.”

Referring to the current major problem in the 
stock market, the expert stated: “Now, the amount 
of resources entering the market, which is not 
significant, is the only problem that the market is 
struggling with; this has caused the market not to 
growth despite the high value of the shares.”

Regarding the reason for the decrease in 
liquidity inflow in the market, he said: “The small 
amount of liquidity entering the stock market 
is due to various factors, the most important of 
which is the manipulation in the market or the 
sudden change of rules and regulations affecting 
the companies accepted in the capital market. The 
issue has reduced the confidence of investors and 
consequently decreased liquidity in the market.”

TEHRAN- Production of alumina powder in Iran 
has risen one percent during the first five months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-August 22).

Iran produced 99,473 tons of the product in the 
mentioned five-month period of this year, while 
the figure was 98,169 tons in the same time span 
of the previous year.

The country produced 225,942 tons of alumina 
powder in the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(ended on March 20).

As reported, the figure shows a two percent 
drop as compared to the output in 1400.

Aluminum oxide, which is commonly 
called alumina, is an inert, odorless, white 

amorphous material often used in industrial 
ceramics.

Alumina is an important ceramic material for 
industrial applications. The numerous fields of 
application range from construction materials, 
to filling materials, as well as abrasives and 
catalysts.

In plants and mechanical engineering, alumina 
ceramics are mainly used for wear and corrosion 
protection.

The particle size distribution largely determines 
the application range and the quality of an alumina 
powder. Reliably identifying the differences in 
particle size is therefore an essential requirement 
of the measuring instrument.

TEHRAN- Transit of goods 
through the roads of Iran 
increased by 18 percent in 
the first half of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
21-Septemebr 22), as compared 
to the same period of time in 
the past year, an official with 
Iran Road Maintenance and 
Transportation Organization 
(RMTO) announced.

Javad Hedayati, the director-
general of Transit and 
International Transportation 
Affairs Bureau of the RMTO, 
said that 5.84 million tons of 
commodities were transited via 
the country’s road network in the 
six-month period of this year.

Iranian Transport and 
Urban Development Ministry 
is preparing a five-year 
comprehensive plan for 
increasing transportation and 
transit relations with Central 
Asia, as well as the Persian Gulf 
and the Sea of Oman countries, 
Deputy Transport Minister 
Shahriyar Afandizadeh has 
announced.

According to Afandizadeh, 
the mentioned plan is being 
prepared in collaboration with all 
related bodies, and negotiations 
are underway for its finalization 
under the framework of several 
memorandums of understanding 
(MOUs) at the level of the 
relevant ministers.

The plan includes the basic 
strategies and executive 

roadmap in a step-by-step 
manner for the next five years 
and will mark the evolution 
of the bilateral transport 
and transit relations with the 
target countries, including 
the countries of Central Asia 
and the Persian Gulf and the 
Sea of Oman, Afandizadeh 
explained.

This year, the issue of 
transit and playing a role in 
major programs such as those 
related to China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative, Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization, Economic 
Cooperation Organization 
(ECO), and Eurasian Economic 

Union (EAEU) is one of the 
main priorities of the Transport 
Ministry in developing transport 
relations with regional and 
extra-regional target countries, 
the deputy transport minister 
noted.

After seven years of reduction 
in the transit of goods from 
the country, the growth path 
of transit resumed in the past 
Iranian calendar year 1400 
(ended on March 20, 2022) 
and with the passage of 12.65 
million tons of goods through 
Iran, a growth of 68 percent was 
achieved.

The policy of paying attention 
to neighbors and developing 
political and economic relations 
with neighboring countries in the 
current government, increasing 
attention to road and rail routes 
in the world, and the efforts and 
cooperation of transportation 
and trade-related organizations 
in establishing or activating 
corridors through the country 
has led to significant growth in 
transit of goods through Iran.

Iran is one of the countries 
with a special status in trade 
and transit relations due to its 
strategic location and special 
geography, as the country is the 
passage of several important 
international corridors.

Considering its geographical 
location, Iran can play a 
significant role in the transit 
of goods in the region and 
benefit a lot from its status in 
this due.

Paying attention to upstream 
documents, especially the 
country’s development 
plans, and the government’s 
decision to develop transit, 
paying special attention to 
infrastructure development, 
reducing transit time, making 
it cheaper to cross Iran, and 
making more advantages over 
competitors, due to the short 
path for customers, can lead to 
facilitating the development of 
transit so that the country can 
reach the desired growth in this 
due.

TEHRAN- The value of non-
oil export from Kermanshah 
province, in the west of Iran, rose 
11 percent during the first five 
months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-August 
22), as compared to the same 
period of time in the past year, 
an official with the province’s 
customs department announced.

Ali-Asghar Abbaszadeh said 
that 3.1 million tons of non-oil 
goods worth $1.193 billion were 
exported from the province in 
the first five months of this year, 
showing 16 percent rise year on 
year.

As previously announced by 
the official, over 6.893 million 
tons of products worth $2.76 
billion were exported from 
Kermanshah province in the past 
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended 
on March 20).

Abbaszadeh said that the 
annual export from the province 
rose one percent in terms of 
value, and six percent in terms of 
weight.

He named rebar and ironware, 
tiles and ceramics, fruits and 
vegetables, constructional 
stones, dairy products, plastic 
products and disposable 
containers as the major exported 
items.

The official further announced 
that 7.893 million tons of 
commodities worth over $55.917 
million were imported to the 
province in the past year, with 
16 percent fall in value and 69 
percent drop in weight, year on 
year.

He named aluminum alloy, 
labeling machine parts, 
production line equipment, 
filters and compressors as the 

main imported products.
According to the data released 

by the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA), 
the value of Iran’s non-oil exports 
during the first five months of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
reached $19.3 billion. 

Based on IRICA data, Iran 
exported about 55.9 million 
tons of non-oil goods valued at 
$19.3 billion in the mentioned 
five months, registering an 
8.55-percent decline 
in value and a 
26.56 percent rise 
in terms of weight, 
IRNA reported.

According to 
the IRICA, the 
main reason for 
the decline in the 
country’s export 
value in the 
mentioned period 
is the decrease in 
the global price 
of petrochemical 
products which account for a 
big share of the Iranian export 
basket.

As reported, the import of 
goods in the five months of 
this year also reached 14.4 
million tons worth $24.2 billion, 
indicating a 7.49 percent growth 
in value and a 2.17 percent 
increase in weight, year on year.

The average value of each 
ton of exported goods was 346 

dollars and the average customs 
value of each ton of imported 
goods was 1,677 dollars in the 
mentioned five months.

Major export destinations of 
the Iranian non-oil goods were 
China, Iraq, Turkey, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), and India 
during the said time span.

The mentioned five countries 
accounted for 75.13 percent of 
the weight and 74.77 percent of 
the value of Iran’s total exports 

in the five months 
of this year.

M e a n w h i l e , 
the United Arab 
Emirates was the 
top exporter to Iran 
in the mentioned 
five months, 
followed by China, 
Turkey, India, and 
Germany.

As previously 
announced by 

IRICA, Iran’s non-oil trade 
reached $35.445 billion during 
the first four months of the 
current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-July 22).

Iran exported 45.758 million 
tons of non-oil commodities 
worth $15.906 billion in the 
mentioned four months, while 
11.842 million tons of goods 
valued at $19.539 billion were 
imported into the country.

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s shrimp export 
has risen 48 percent in the first five months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-August 22), compared to the same period 
of time in the past year.

According to Abbas Mokhtari, the director 
general of the Agriculture Ministry’s Office 
of Quality Improvement, Processing, and 
Aquatic Market Development, 11,104 tons of 
shrimps worth $37.6 million were exported 
during the mentioned five months, also 
registering a 46 percent rise in terms of 
weight.

As the official has announced, the value 
of the country’s fishery export has risen 32 
percent in the first five months of the present 
year, compared to the same period of time in 
the previous year.

He said that over 83,000 tons of fisheries 
and aquaculture products worth $140 million 
were exported during the mentioned five 
months, also registering a 32 percent rise in 
terms of weight.

Iran’s aquaculture industry is on a wave 
of progress and has world ranks in the 

production of some fishery products.

According to the head of the Iran Fisheries 
Organization (IFO), the country exported 
$600 million worth of fishery products in the 
previous Iranian calendar year 1401.

Announcing a positive balance of $520 
million in the previous year, Hossein Hosseini 
said that there is a capacity of up to $2 billion 
in exports for the country’s fishery industry.

It is worth mentioning that the growth and 
development of Iran’s aquaculture industry 
has reached the point where the country 
has become a model for the countries of the 
region and the world.

The United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) believes that Iran plays 
a responsible and central role in the fishing 
and aquaculture industry in the region, and 
for this reason, it can be considered a model 
for the countries of the region.

Now the world markets have become 
the target of the export of the country’s 
fishery products, so that, the value of fishery 
exports also increased by 67 percent in the 

Iranian calendar year 1400 compared to the 
preceding year.

In addition to the executive role of the IFO, 
the role of research and knowledge-based 
activities in this field is very important, 
and the entry of young specialists and 
knowledge-based experts in various 
sectors of the fishery industry has made the 
sanctions ineffective.
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Domestic fleet of rail transport  
to develop rapidly in coming month

TEDPIX drops 13,300 points on Saturday

Nearly 99,500 tons of alumina powder 
produced in 5 months

Export from Kermanshah province increases 11% 

Shrimp exports increase 48% in 5 months on year

Over 6.893m 
tons of goods 
worth $2.76b 

exported from 
Kermanshah in 

past year

Transit via Iran’s 
roads up 18% in H1
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Over 100,000 
Armenians have 
now fled disputed 
enclave Nagorno-
Karabakh
LONDON -- Over 100,000 ethnic Armenian 

refugees have fled Nagorno-Karabakh as of 
Saturday, local authorities said, with it now appearing 
that virtually the entire Armenian population from 
the enclave will leave, abandoning their homes 
after Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey, recaptured the 
region last week with a military offensive.

About 85% of the population has now fled 
in less than a week, in what Armenia has 
condemned as “ethnic cleansing”.

Evacuation buses carrying thousands of 
residents unable to make own way were 
observed leaving for Armenia on Saturday.

Once the Armenians have left, Azerbaijani 
forces are likely to move into the region’s 
capital and celebrate their victory.

Families packed into cars and trucks, with 
whatever belongings they can carry, have been 
arriving in Armenia after Azerbaijan opened the 
only road out of the enclave on Sunday. Those 
fleeing have said they are unwilling to live under 
Azerbaijan’s rule, fearing they will face persecution.

Flights resume 
between Libya and 
Italy after decade-
long hiatus
The European Union in 2014 halted flights 

operated by Libyan airlines and banned them 
from entering member states’ airspace, as the 
war-torn North African country was mired in 
intense fighting.

Saturday’s flight took off from Tripoli’s 
Mitiga airport. It was operated by Libya-based 
Medsky Airways, which offers a twice-weekly 
direct connection to the Italian capital.

Restarting flights is “part of intensive 
government efforts to lift the European ban 
on Libyan civil aviation”, said Libya’s UN-
recognised government on Facebook.

Medsky Airways was launched in 2022, the 
year after EU member Malta announced it 
would allow flights to and from Libya.

Secret World War II 
tunnels to open to 
public
 Plans have been revealed for what promises 

to be London’s most spectacular underground 
tourist attraction ever: the $268 million 
transformation of a mile-long series of 
World War II tunnels into a glitzy immersive 
experience.

So clandestine they were once protected by the 
UK’s Official Secrets Act, the former spy tunnels 
are set to be reworked by a team including the 
architects behind Singapore’s Gardens by the 
Bay and London’s Battersea Power Station – if it 
secures planning approval later this fall.

The Kingsway Exchange Tunnels, some 40 
meters below Chancery Lane tube station 
in High Holborn, were built in the 1940s to 
shelter Londoners from the Blitz bombing 
campaign during World War II.

That was the last time they were open 
to the general public. Their next wartime 
role was as the home of Britain’s top-secret 
Special Operations Executive, an offshoot of 
MI6 and the real-life inspiration for James 
Bond’s Q Branch.

Shutdown imminent 
as House, Senate 
hold split courses on 
government funding
The U.S. House of Representatives was to vote 

on a stopgap funding bill, Republican Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy said on Saturday, just hours 
before the federal government was due to begin 
its fourth partial shutdown in a decade.

The move will test McCarthy’s narrow 
221-212 majority, where multiple hardline 
conservatives have opposed the idea of a short-
term bill known as a continuing resolution or 
CR, and could lead to a challenge to McCarthy’s 
position as speaker.

The maneuver will require Democratic votes, a 
fact that will anger some party hardliners who had 
wanted to pass a bill without Democratic support.

Even if the House passes the bill, there may 
not be enough time for the Democratic-majority 
Senate to vote on the measure and President Joe 
Biden sign it into law before funding expires at 
12:01 a.m. ET (0401 GMT) Sunday.

WORLD HEADLINES

From page 1   He reported the latest settlement 
activity by Israel is advancing plans for 6,300 settler 
units in the occupied West Bank, and approximately 
3,580 settler units in occupied eastern al-Quds (East 
Jerusalem), pointing to the Israeli administrative 
actions that likely expedited settlement expansion.  

Israeli authorities, citing a lack of Israeli-issued 
building permits, which are almost impossible 
for Palestinians to obtain, demolished, seized 
or forced people to demolish 238 structures, 
including 32 donor-funded ones, displacing 183 
people, including 46 women and 91 children. 

Alarmingly, 59 schools, serving around 6,500 
Palestinian students, are at risk of demolition to 
make way for Israeli settlers. 

“In a continuing trend, many Palestinians, 
including children, left from their communities 
citing violence by settlers and shrinking grazing 
land,” he also warned.

Wennesland noted that during this period, 
Israeli forces killed at least 68 Palestinians, 
including 18 children. 

Ten Israelis were also left dead by Palestinians 
in attacks and other incidents, the UN special 
coordinator added.  

Experts argue that Palestinians have a 
legitimate right enshrined under international 
law to wage retaliatory operations and resistance 
in the face of the brutal military occupation and 
ethnic cleansing campaign. 

Israeli forces’ 1,042 search-and-arrest operations 
in the West Bank have resulted in the arrest of 
1,504 Palestinians, including 88 children, he added, 
highlighting that the regime currently holds 1,264 

Palestinians in administrative detention - the 
highest number in over a decade. 

Wennesland also provided details on the urgent 
funding needs of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) and 
the World Food Program (WFP).

In the ensuing discussion, council members 
stressed that the expanding Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory are a violation of 
international law and must cease.

Some representatives of states mostly allied 
to Israel also voiced concern about the ongoing 
violence and lack of any political progress, calling on 
all parties to exercise maximum restraint and take 
steps to de-escalate tensions.

Russia was by far the strongest critic of Israel.

Vasily Nebenzya of the Russian Federation recalled 
Israel’s increasing steps to create irreversible facts 
on the ground and said that the ongoing explosive 
situation is a direct result of aggressive Israeli 
abuses in the occupied Palestinian territories. 

The current Permanent Representative 
of Russia to the UN warned against the 
legalization of settlement outposts and the 
violation of the status quo of the holy sites of 
occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem). 

Referring to Israel’s plan to increase the number 
of Israelis in the north of the occupied West Bank 
from 170,000 people to 1 million by 2050, with 
$200 million allocated for that, Nebenzya said it 
goes against the relevant Security Council decisions 
and is contrary to international law.  

“The increase in violence against Palestinian 
minors and the demolition of educational 

institutions, including those built with donor funds, 
are of particular concern,” Nebenzia said, adding 
that the United States continues to promote 
Arab-Israeli normalization, circumventing the 
logic of the Arab Peace Initiative.  

“Russia is committed to the creation of a Palestinian 
State within the 1967 borders with occupied al-Quds 
(East Jerusalem) as its capital,” he stated.

Several diplomats proposed ways to enhance 
efforts in resolving the conflict, with China’s envoy 
in particular calling for higher priority to be given 
to an international peace conference. 

Beijing has been leading the calls for an 
international peace conference to end the 
suffering of Palestinians. 

China has been much more diplomatically 
involved in Palestinian affairs since Chinese 
President Xi Jinping hosted his Palestinian 
counterpart Mahmoud Abbas for a four-day 
state visit to Beijing in June. 

China’s UN representative, Geng Shuang, also 
voiced support for President Abbas’ call for 
the Security Council to dispatch a mission to 
Palestine in due course. 

He urged the cessation of all settlement 
activities, unilateral actions to change the 
status quo in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
and escalation of settler violence. 

Geng also called on the “occupying power” to 
remove unreasonable restrictions on the movement 
of persons, goods and land use, and to lift the 
blockade on the Gaza Strip as soon as possible.

Brazil’s representative pointed out that the 
Security Council has become unresponsive 

to the Palestinians’ plight, stressing that the 
15-member body must reflect on its role in paving 
the way for direct negotiations.  

“Sitting on our hands while the situation 
unravels is short-sighted and dangerous,” Sergio 
Franca Danese warned.

The Brazilian ambassador also recalled that 
his country’s president highlighted the overdue 
establishment of a Palestinian state as an example 
of longstanding unresolved disputes lingering on 
while new threats emerge.

Brazil recognized the State of Palestine in 2010. 

Pointing out that the Council has become 
unresponsive to the Palestinians’ plights, he 
stressed that “this must change”.

Gabon’s representative also called for the lifting 
of the Gaza blockade in line with Security Council 
resolution 1860 (2009), noting that Palestinian 
territories face budgetary constraints because of 
restrictions on freedom of movement and trade.

Vanessa Frazier of Malta condemned “episodes 
of settler violence which have terrorized 
Palestinian communities”. 

Japan’s representative was among the speakers 
who voiced support for UNRWA, underlining Tokyo’s 
contribution of over $40 million to the program. He 
urged Member States to make sure that UNRWA 
maintains its core services for Palestinian refugees.

Ghana’s Felix Akom Nyarku, referring to the 
increasing acts of settler violence, stressed that the 
destruction of infrastructure and properties in both 
the occupied Palestinian territories and in occupied 
al-Quds dangerously imperils the viability of peace.

He called on the international community to 

provide short-term investments to help the 
Palestinian Authority improve people’s access 
to education, health care, and employment 
as well as repair basic infrastructure and 
strengthen fiscal stability.

Andres Efren Montalvo Sosa of Ecuador 
highlighted that 2023 marks the most violent year 
in the region since 2005 (for Palestinians) and 
voiced concern about the increasing number of 
victims, expanding settlements, and daily violence.  

Western states, including the United States, the 
United Kingdom and France also made similar calls 
on Israel to cease its settlement activity, but critics 
say these statements cannot be taken at face value.

This comes as the Detainees and Ex-Detainees 
Affairs Commission released new data on Thursday 
showing that Israel has arrested more than 135,000 
Palestinians since the outbreak of the al-Aqsa 
Intifada (Second Intifada) in 2000.

The commission said that these arrests 
affected all classes of Palestinian society, 
including children, women, and the elderly.

Nearly 21,000 Palestinian children have been 
arrested since 2000. 

In addition, half of the Legislative Council 
members, a number of ministers, hundreds 
of academics, journalists, and workers in 
civil society organizations and international 
institutions have been detained. 

Nobody has been spared by the regime.

The report also highlighted that more than 2,600 
Palestinian girls and women were arrested by the 
regime’s forces, including four women who gave 
birth in prison under harsh and difficult conditions.

UN condemns Israeli violations 

There is little doubt among 
Armenians that Azerbaijan’s 
September military operation in 
the disputed region of Nagorno-
Karabakh led directly to ethnic 
cleansing. Tens of thousands of 
Karabakh Armenians have already 
fled, and the exodus shows no 
signs of slowing.

Nevertheless, Baku has seemed 
in no hurry since its 24-hour military 
assault delivered the long-standing 
goal of a clear pathway to taking full 
control of Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
Karabakh Armenians who remain 
have received some humanitarian 
aid from Azerbaijan, and their 
leaders—who announced the 
dissolution of the unrecognized 
Nagorno-Karabakh republic after 
thirty years of existence—are 
negotiating with representatives of 
Baku. All three major participants in 
this process—Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
and Russia—would prefer to see 
some Karabakh Armenians left in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The flight of Karabakh 
Armenians began when Azerbaijan 
opened the Lachin Corridor (the 
only road connecting Nagorno-
Karabakh and Armenia) following 
the capitulation of local defense 
forces. The rate at which refugees 
are flooding into Armenia suggests 
that there could soon be no 
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
But if some do stay, this will be 
politically significant. And it could 
create the conditions for a partial 
return of Karabakh Armenians 
once it becomes clear what sort of 
government Baku will impose.

The Azerbaijani military has been 
surprisingly restrained as refugees 
stream down the Lachin Corridor. 
It looks like Baku wants to avoid 
being accused of ethnic cleansing, 
so it avoids subjecting departees 
to interrogations or serious checks. 
Just a few weeks ago, it would 
have been impossible to imagine 
such a hands-off approach: in its 
ten-month blockade of Nagorno-
Karabakh, Azerbaijan arrested a 
sixty-eight-year old man accused 
of crimes during the First Karabakh 
War who was attempting to travel 
to Armenia for medical treatment.

Even so, Azerbaijan has detained 
a couple of men attempting 
to flee Nagorno-Karabakh, 
including former Armenian 
field commander and local 
politician Vitaly Balasanyan and 
Russian-Armenian billionaire 
Ruben Vardanyan, a former state 
minister of Nagorno-Karabakh 

who called on Karabakh Armenians 
to fight to the last bullet. These 
detentions hint at Azerbaijan’s 
unofficial rule: only Nagorno-
Karabakh’s political elite need fear 
prosecution.

Predictions of a partisan war led 
by Karabakh Armenians unwilling 
to give up their weapons have 
been proved false. The process 
of disarming local defense forces 
with the assistance of Russian 
peacekeepers has, to the surprise 
of many, taken place without any 
major incidents.

There have also been no attempts 
to use force to keep the Karabakh 
Armenians in place. However, it’s 
not in anyone’s interest to see the 
region totally devoid of people. 
Armenia will struggle to house 
100,000 refugees, and, if many 
end up in Yerevan, they could join 
anti-government protests and 
exacerbate Armenia’s domestic 
political crisis.

Azerbaijan appears preoccupied 
with not being seen as a monster. 
And Russia needs Armenians in 
Nagorno-Karabakh to justify the 
presence of its peacekeepers: 
handing out humanitarian aid, 
organizing evacuations, and 
generally looking useful. If there 
is nothing for them to do, Russia’s 
peacekeeping mission could come 
to an end earlier than planned.

Finally, if there are no Armenians 
left in Nagorno-Karabakh, there 
is no point to negotiations 
between Baku and the Karabakh 
Armenians. These negotiations 
are ongoing, and have yielded 
some modest results.

In the meantime, it’s possible 
Aliyev could allow some sort of 
international monitoring mission 

into Nagorno-Karabakh to show 
himself in a positive light. While 
Yerevan has been hoping for 
Western sanctions against Baku, 
these look unlikely to materialize.    

However painful, Armenia’s 
defeat in Nagorno-Karabakh 
has not prompted it to drop out 
of discussions about a broader 
peace treaty with Baku. On 
the contrary, this process has 
been given fresh impetus. The 
secretary of Armenia’s Security 
Council, Armen Grigoryan, met 
with Hikmat Hajiyev, an adviser 
to the Azerbaijani president, on 
September 26 in Brussels. Apart 
from the obvious humanitarian 
issues, they discussed a planned 
October 5 meeting between 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan and Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev in the 
Spanish city of Granada.  

If a peace agreement were 
signed, it would signal the start of 
a new era in the South Caucasus. 
Russia’s influence would be on the 
decline, and Turkey’s would grow.

The text of a peace agreement 
was more or less ready even 
before Azerbaijan’s recent capture 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. If Baku 
feels the process is dragging on 
unnecessarily, it could raise the 
stakes by not only demanding a 
land corridor through Armenia 
to the Nakhchivan Autonomous 
Republic, an Azerbaijani exclave 
bordering Turkey, but by laying 
claim to internationally recognized 
Armenian territory. Aliyev hinted at 
the latter in a recent meeting with 
Turkish President Recep Erdo?an, 
when he mused about Armenia’s 
post-Soviet borders in a similar way 
to which Russian President Vladimir 
Putin speaks about Ukraine.

If it were implemented, a 
corridor between Azerbaijan 
and Nakhchivan could provide a 
welcome toehold for Moscow in the 
region. The agreement that ended 
the 2020 Second Karabakh War 
envisaged Russian security forces 
policing the corridor, protecting 
Azerbaijani traffic and securing its 
entry and exit points.

As soon as Armenia and 
Azerbaijan sign a peace 
agreement, Turkey is likely to open 
its border with Armenia (which 
has been closed since 1993). Once 
this happens, economic factors 
will begin to come into play. 
Considering Erdogan’s talent for 
manipulating his partners, an 
open border could be a powerful 
tool of influence for Ankara.

Nevertheless, any document 
proclaimed as a “peace 
agreement” between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan will likely be little 
more than a framework. There 
will be a general recognition of 
each other’s territorial integrity 
and a commitment to refrain 
from infringing on it. This should 
be enough to protect Armenia 
from losing its southern region of 
Syunik to Azerbaijan.

But, as ever, many other issues 
should also be addressed. The 
international border between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, which 
passes over remote mountains, 
needs to be permanently fixed, and 
there should be discussions about 
transport links. And that’s before 
you get to the issue of whether 
displaced Karabakh Armenians will 
be allowed to enter Azerbaijan. The 
devil will be in the details. 

*(Source: Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace)

What the dissolution of Nagorno-Karabakh 
means for the South Caucasus



 From Page 1   the desert offers 
a breathtaking canvas of stars, 
constellations, and celestial phe-
nomena. Surrender to the still-
ness of the night as you witness 
the Milky Way in all its glory. Wit-
nessing the mesmerizing sunset 
or sunrise over these extraordi-
nary landscapes is an experience 
that will forever be etched in your 
memory.

For those seeking adventure, 
the Lut Desert won’t disappoint! 
Whether you’re a thrill-seeker in-
terested in sand-boarding down 
the captivating dunes, an avid 
photographer looking for one-of-
a-kind shots, or a seasoned hiker 
ready to conquer the desert’s chal-
lenging terrains, the Lut Desert 
offers an array of exhilarating ac-
tivities to suit every adventurer’s 
taste.

In addition to its natural won-
ders, the Lut Desert provides a 
unique opportunity to immerse 
yourself in the vibrant local culture 
on its margins. You may engage 
with the friendly and hospitable lo-
cal communities, learn about their 

traditions, and savor the delicious 
local cuisine.

The Lut Desert holds the record 
for one of the hottest places on 
Earth, with recorded temperatures 
reaching a scorching 70.7 degrees 
Celsius. Beyond its barren appear-
ance, the property is a haven for a 
surprising array of plant and ani-
mal life that has adapted uniquely 
to survive these harsh conditions.

Moreover, the scorching desert 
is one of the top areas in the world 
for finding meteorites, thanks to 
its unique parameters. In recent 
years, significant findings have 
been made, with the efforts of na-
tional and international teams of 
researchers.

It may not be an exaggeration 
to say, its ever-changing vistas 
are nothing short of surreal. So, 
throughout your visit to the Lut Des-

ert, seize the opportunity to capture 
these breathtaking landscapes and 
moments. Take out your camera or 
smartphone and let your creativity 
flow as you attempt. 

Bear in mind to stand beside the 
giant Kalut formations, which have 
been sculpted by centuries of wind 
erosion!

 Best time to visit

Due to the extreme tempera-
tures, it’s recommended to plan 
your visit to the Lut Desert be-
tween late autumn and early 
spring, when the weather is more 
temperate and comfortable. This 
will allow you to fully enjoy your 
desert adventure without risking 
extreme heat-related conditions.

Getting there

Major cities such as Tehran and 
Kerman serve as gateways to 
the Lut Desert, offering domestic 
flights and transportation options. 
Once you arrive, guided tours and 
local agencies provide transporta-
tion and expertise to ensure a safe 
and memorable journey through 
this remarkable desert.

TEHRAN—Iran’s tourism ministry has es-
tablished a technical committee tasked to for-
mulate scientific ways to further protect Gan-
jnameh from natural and human-made threats.

Located near the ancient city of Hamedan, 
Ganjnameh, which literally means “Treasure 
Epistle”, features a set of cuneiform inscrip-
tions written in Old Persian, Elamite, and Bab-
ylonian scripts.

“To make an appropriate decision, the tech-
nical committee will be examining all possible 
threats that may harm the Achaemenid inscrip-
tions,” CHTN quoted the provincial tourism chief 
as saying on Saturday.

“Those 2,500-year-old inscriptions have 
been registered on the national list for cultural 
heritage and they are subject to cultural heri-
tage criteria…,” Mohsen Masum-Alizadeh said.

“So, any decision concerning their protection 
should be made with high sensitivity and no 
action should be taken outside ratified instruc-
tions.”

The official said there are similar examples of 
Ganjnameh inscriptions all over the country. This 
work has not been seriously damaged over time 
due to its type and location, and even weather 
factors, and it is not subject to damage even now.

The Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts is sensitive to all historical 

works, and if we feel that any of them are at risk 
of damage, we will definitely make the best de-
cision through consultations with experts.

Ganjnameh is a can’t-miss destination when 
you are traveling to Hamedan. The relaxed am-
biance of its site, which is located just a short 
drive from the city, also opens up an opportuni-
ty for hiking on the side of Mount Alvand.

The inscriptions were first studied in detail 
by the French painter and archaeologist Eu-
gene Flandin, who was accompanied by Pascal 
Coste, according to orientalarchitecture.com. 
Following their work, Sir Henry Rawlinson, a 
British explorer, used the inscriptions as a sort 
of Rosetta stone to decipher the cuneiform 
characters of the era. The inscriptions proved to 
belong to the age of Achaemenid Kings Darius I 
(521-485 BC) and Xerxes I (485-65 BC).

The right inscription, belonging to Xerxes I, 
reads: “The Great God [is] Ahuramazda, great-
est of all the gods, who created the earth and 
the sky and the people; who made Xerxes king, 
and outstanding king as outstanding ruler 
among innumerable rulers; I [am] the great king 
Xerxes, king of kings, king of lands with numer-
ous inhabitants, king of this vast kingdom with 
far-away territories, son of the Achaemenid 
monarch Darius.”

An adjacent 9-meter-high waterfall becomes 

a popular ice-climbing spot in wintertime. In 
contrast, the Alvand summit can be reached as 
a day trip in summer.

Modern Hamedan largely lies on ancient 
Ecbatana, which was the capital of Media and 
subsequently a summer residence of the Ach-
aemenian kings.

Achaemenian Dynasty, also called Achae-
menid, Persian Hakhamanishiya, (559–330 BC), 
was an ancient Iranian dynasty whose kings 
founded and ruled the Achaemenian Empire. 
During the time of Darius I and Xerxes I, the 
empire extended as far west as Macedonia and 
Libya and as far east as the Hyphasis River; it 
stretched to the Caucasus Mountains and the 
Aral Sea in the north and the Persian Gulf and 
the Arabian Desert in the south.

Well-preserved artefacts found in a Spanish 
cave show that advanced plant-based crafts 
were practiced in Europe 9500 years ago. 

Intricate baskets and shoes found in a Span-
ish cave show that people living in Europe thou-
sands of years ago were skilled at weaving ob-
jects from plant fibers.

Cueva de los Murciélagos, or the Cave of the 
Bats, is a cave system in south-west Spain that 
was discovered during mining activities in the 
19th century. Excavations of the cave have since 
revealed several mummified corpses alongside 

objects including baskets, sandals and a wooden 
hammer.

Francisco Martínez Sevilla at the University of 
Alcalá in Spain and his colleagues have now an-
alyzed 76 of these artefacts. They are considered 
among the best-preserved plant-based objects 
from prehistoric Europe, thanks to the low hu-
midity inside the cave.

Around 65 of the items were found to be made 
from a fiber called esparto grass. This includes a 
set of baskets, with either a flat or a more cylin-
drical shape, as well as sandals that were made 

by crushing and twisting the esparto.

The other artefacts are made of wood and in-
clude tools such as a hammer and digging sticks.

The team carbon-dated 14 of these objects 
and found that they belonged to one of two time 
periods: 7950 to 7360 BC or 4370 to 3740 BC. 
The older objects were created by hunter-gath-
erers during the Mesolithic age, says Martínez 
Sevilla, while the later ones were probably used 
by Neolithic farmers.

(Source: New Scientist) 

TEHRAN—A new restoration work 
has commenced on Jameh Mosque 
of Ardestan, an ancient place of wor-
ship in central Iran, which is famed 
as a museum of architectural styles.

The restoration project involves 
strengthening the overall structure, 

repairing its rooftops, and replacing 
its worn-out material, a local official 
said on Saturday.

Situated in Isfahan province, the 
two-story hypostyle mosque is an 
early Islamic building with many ac-
cretions over its long history of use. 

It incorporates successive architec-
tural styles of the Sassanids, Buyids, 
Seljuks, and Safavids. However, most 
of what its visitors see dates from 
the Seljuk era (ca. 1040–1196).

The congregational mosque has a 
four-portico (iwan) courtyard sur-
rounded by encircling arcades. How-
ever, it is part of larger premises that 
also include other mudbrick struc-
tures such as a cistern, a caravanse-
rai, a marketplace, a bathhouse, and 
a madrasa.

According to Archnet, the earliest 
stucco fragments, found in the west-
ern corner of the courtyard, have been 
dated to the end of the 10th/4th c. AH. 
The interior of the dome chamber and 
iwan are extensively covered in plas-
ter. The dome and zone of transition 
are articulated with simulated brick-

work; the iwan vault is uniquely faced 
with a complex stucco design of inter-
lacing arabesques. The mihrab exem-
plifies skilled stucco carving and may 
represent Mongol restoration.

The mosque stands on a site once 
occupied by a Sasanian structure, as 
evidenced by remains discovered in 
archaeological excavations. Its ear-
lier structure was likely a hypostyle 
type, having a central courtyard 
surrounded by arcades. Remains of 
some of these arcades in the current 
mosque show that they were cov-
ered with barrel vaults. The mosque 
occupies an irregular space centered 
on a rectangular courtyard with four 
iwans, incorporating pieces of the 
earlier hypostyle structure.

The mosque was inscribed on the 
national heritage list in 1931.

TEHRAN—Iran’s Ardabil, which is the 2023 
Tourism Capital for the Economic Coopera-
tion Organization, will be hosting a meeting 
of tourism ministers and experts from the 
member states in the near future.

The ancient city will be hosting the 5th ECO 
Ministerial Meeting on Tourism and the 7th 
High-Level Experts Group on Tourism (HLEG) 
Meeting in October.

On Saturday, Ardabil’s tourism chief, Has-
san Mohammadiadib, expressed hope that 
the meetings set the ground for further 
tourism boost, local economy and related 
businesses, IRNA reported.

“For our guests, in addition to meetings 
and conferences, we have organized detailed 
programs such as visits to natural and his-
torical attractions along Ardabil province,” 
the official said.

According to Mohammadiadib, Ardabil’s 
designation as 2023 ECO Tourism Capital has 
created a good capacity for tourism develop-
ment. “So, we should grasp this unique op-

portunity,” the official said.

“We can easily use this unique capacity to 
introduce our cultural heritage, travel desti-
nations, and ancient handicrafts.”

Earlier this year, Ali Bahadori Jahromi, the 
spokesman for the Iranian government, said 
Ardabil 2023 should be observed as an op-
portunity to strengthen local tourism. “For-
eign tourists can benefit greatly from this 
event in gaining knowledge of the tourism 
capabilities of the country, especially those 
of Ardabil,” Bahadori Jahromi said.

Sprawling on a high, windswept plateau, 
Ardabil is well known for having abundant 
natural beauty, hospitable people, and its silk 
and carpet trade tradition. It is also home to 
the UNESCO-registered Sheikh Safi al-Din 
Khanegah and the Shrine Ensemble.

Ardabil province is freezing in winter and 
mild in summer, attracting thousands ev-
ery year. The capital city of Ardabil is usually 
recorded as one of the coldest cities in the 
country in winter.

Jesuit Missions of the Guaranis
Jesuit Missions of the Guaranis is a serial 

transnational property that consists of the ruins 
of São Miguel Arcanjo in Brazil, and those of San 
Ignacio Miní, Santa Ana, Nuestra Señora de Lore-
to, and Santa María la Mayor in Argentina. 

According to UNESCO, these are the impres-
sive remains of Jesuit Mission settlements es-
tablished in the 17th and 18th centuries on lands 
originally occupied by Guarani indigenous com-
munities. 

In Brazil, the ruins of the São Miguel Arcanjo 
church constitute the most intact and com-
plete structure among this period’s designated 
heritage properties. In Argentina, the four Je-
suit-Guarani Missions, located in the southern 
Misiones province, provide an exceptional ex-
ample of systematic and organized territorial 
occupation. 

The properties’ surviving ruins depict the ex-
perience of the Society of Jesus in South Amer-
ica, where there emerged a singular system of 

spatial, economic, social, and cultural relations 
in 30 settlements – referred to as reducciones 
– that included ranches, mate plantations, and 
networks of trails and waterways extending 
across the Uruguay River and its tributaries. 

This particular model of the reducciones also 
included smaller structures and constructions 
designed to support the basic functions of the 
settlements. Together, these elements, each 
closely integrated within productive lands, and 
each manifesting the distinct potential and com-
plementary traits of the various settlements and 
the other Jesuit provinces in the region, inform 
this underlying interpretation, reflected by the 
serial heritage property in a singular and specif-
ic fashion. 

An integral part of the evangelization cam-
paigns, the Missions stand as an important tes-
tament to the systematic occupation of the area 
and to the cultural relations forged between the 
area’s indigenous populations, mostly Guarani, 
and the European Jesuit missionaries. 

The pyramid complex of Sahure was built in 
the 26th to 25th century BC for the Egyptian 
pharaoh Sahure. It introduced a period of pyr-
amid building by Sahure’s successors at Abusir, 
on a location earlier used by Userkaf, founder of 
the Fifth Dynasty, for his Sun temple.

The pyramid of Sahure was first investigated 
by the British egyptologist John Perring, who 
was the only one who was able to break off and 
clean the entrance as well as the descending 
access passage.

The burial chamber was very badly damaged 
by the stonecutters, and it is not even clear if it 
was comprised of one or two rooms.

Perring found a single fragment of basalt, 
thinking that it belonged to the king’s sarcoph-
agus.

Interestingly, in the northeastern part of the 
eastern wall of the burial chamber, Perring dis-
covered a low passageway.

He suggested that this could lead to a maga-
zine area, however, the corridor was full of rub-
ble or waste and he did not attempt to enter it.

Due to the bad state of preservation in the interior 
compartment of the pyramid, precise reconstruc-
tion of the substructure’s plan was impossible.

“The conservation and restoration project 
inside Sahure’s pyramid, initiated in 2019 and 
supported by the Antiquities Endowment Fund 
(AEF) of the American Research Center in Egypt 
(ARCE), aimed to safeguard the substructure 
of Sahure’s pyramid,” said Julius-Maximil-
ians-Universität of Würzburg egyptologist Mo-
hamed Ismail Khaled and his colleagues.

“Our efforts focused on cleaning the interior 
rooms, stabilizing the pyramid from inside, and 
preventing further collapse.”

“In the process, we succeeded in securing the 
pyramid’s burial chambers, which had previ-
ously been inaccessible.”

During the restoration work, they identified 
the original dimensions and were able to un-
cover the floor plan of the antechamber, which 
had deteriorated over time. Consequently, the 
destroyed walls were replaced with new retain-
ing walls.

“The eastern wall of the antechamber was 
badly damaged, and only the northeast corner 
and about 30 cm of the eastern wall were still 
visible,” the archaeologists said.

(Source: Science News) 
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Ganjnameh protection

Ancient baskets and shoes reveal skill of prehistoric weavers

Jameh Mosque of Ardestan, famed as museum of 
architectural styles, undergoes restoration



TEHRAN - A total of 658 earthquakes have 
been recorded across the country over the past 
calendar month that ended on September 22, 
according to the Seismological networks of the 
Institute of Geophysics of the University of Teh-
ran.

Of the total quakes, 12 had a magnitude of 
more than 4 on the Richter scale, the largest of 
which occurred on September 11 with a magni-
tude of 5.2 in Kermanshah province, bordering 
Iraq, IRNA reported.

Statistically, 589 earthquakes with mag-
nitudes smaller than 3; 57 earthquakes with 
magnitudes between 3 and 4; 10 earthquakes 
with magnitudes between 4 and 5; and 2 earth-
quakes with magnitudes between 5 and 6 have 
occurred in the country.

Among the provinces of the country, Kho-
rasan Razavi with 98 earthquakes, Kerman with 
65 earthquakes, and Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari 
with 56 earthquakes, respectively, recorded the 
highest number of earthquakes in the country.

Meanwhile, 7 earthquakes were also recorded 
in Tehran province, the largest of which occurred 
in the city of Arjmand with a magnitude of 2.6 on 
the Richter scale.

A total of 7,000 earthquakes have been re-
corded across the country over the past calen-
dar year, which ended on March 20.

Of the total quakes, 185 were more than 4 on 
the Richter scale, the largest of which occurred 
on June 1, 2022, with a magnitude of 6.1 in the 
southern province of Hormozgan.

Statistically, at least two earthquakes with 
a magnitude of more than 5 have occurred 
monthly in the country.

The northwestern province of West Azarbai-
jan, the northeastern province of Khorasan Ra-
zavi, and the southeastern province of Kerman, 
registered the most earthquakes with 838, 813, 
and 740 earthquakes respectively.

The northcentral provinces of Qazvin, Zanjan, 
and Alborz recorded the least earthquakes with 
21, 9, and 2 earthquakes respectively.

The southern province of Hormozgan, the 
southeastern province of Kerman, and the north-
western province of West Azarbaijan registered 
respectively the highest number of earthquakes 
with a magnitude of more than 4 on the Richter 
scale.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very seismi-

cally active region of the world and is known not 
only for its major catastrophic earthquakes but 
also for the disasters relating to natural haz-
ards, especially earthquakes.

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the 
world occur in Iran but more than 6% of the vic-
tims of the world earthquakes during the 20th 
century are reported from Iranian earthquakes. 
This shows the high level of vulnerability in Iran, 
according to Mehdi Zare, a professor of engi-
neering seismology.

Iran has entered a decade of earthquakes 
since the [Iranian calendar] year 1396 (March 
2017- March 2018), as the Iranian plateau is 
shrinking by 30 millimeters per year, Mehdi 
Zare, professor of engineering seismology at 
the International Institute of Earthquake Engi-
neering and Seismology (IIEES), has said.

The Strait of Hormuz region in the south of 
Iran has the highest seismic activity in the re-
gion and its formation is related to the continu-
ation of the convergent movement between the 
Arabian plate and the central continental plate 
of Iran.

Tehran is also one of the most hazardous me-
tropolises in the world in terms of the risk of dif-
ferent natural disasters, such as earthquakes, 
floods, subsidence, drought, landslides, fire fol-
lowing an earthquake, etc.

On the other hand, Tehran has an over 
8,300,000 nighttime population with a mixture 
of old non-resistant structures as well as mod-
ern high-rise buildings that affect the vulnera-
bility of this city.

TEHRAN- Iran has tripled exports of medicine 
with the pharmaceutical products being exported 
to 40 countries across the world, said the head of 
the Food and Drug Administration.

Heidar Mohammadi made the remarks on Friday 
on the sidelines of his visit to the 8th International 
Exhibition on Pharmaceuticals and Related Indus-
tries IRANPHARMA EXPO 2023, ISNA reported.

“The increase in medicine exports is a sign of 
Iran’s good interaction with neighboring coun-
tries. We hope to develop the access of the people 
of the region to quality medicine at the G5 summit 
and regional cooperation,” Mohammadi added.

Every year, IRANPHARMA EXPO, as an all-encom-
passing international event in the pharmaceutical 
industries, hosts manufacturers of pharmaceuticals, 
pharmaceutical equipment and machinery, pharma-
ceutical printing and packaging, recombinant drugs, 
herbal medicine, food, and dietary supplements, 
knowledge-based companies, and pharmaceutical 
distributors, scientific and pharmaceutical research 
facilities, associations and health-oriented publica-
tions and journals.

The Eighth International Exhibition of Pharma-
ceuticals and Related Industries (IRANPHARMA 
EXPO 2023) was held at Imam Khomeini Grand 
Campus (Mosala) in Tehran, during September 
27-29.

A total of 427 domestic companies and 282 for-
eign companies from 33 countries participated in 
Iran Pharma Expo 2023.

Mohammadi considered the presence of foreign 
countries as one of the biggest achievements of 
the IranPharma Expo.

He pointed out Iran Pharma exhibition is an ex-
cellent opportunity for showcasing the national 
potentials and capabilities of experts and phar-
maceutical industries.

This year this exhibition was held with more 
grandeur and it was welcomed by many visitors.

The high-ranking officials of the country visited 
the Expo and learned more about the capabilities 

of the country’s pharmaceutical industries.

Medicine exports
In April, Mohammadi said the exports of medi-

cine are expected to increase to around $200 mil-
lion in the current year, which started on March 21, 
from some $60 million last year.

“The increase in drug production is supported 
by stable supply for exports, and our forecast for 
exports in the current year is $200 million,” IRNA 
quoted Heidar Mohammadi, as saying.

Currently, the production of medicine, medical 
equipment, and powdered milk is supported by 
subsidies. So, their exports were very limited, but 
it is hoped that their exports will increase next 
year, he explained.

Referring to the shortage of 100 drug items in 
the country, he said: “Currently, nearly one and a 
half percent of the country’s pharmaceutical need 
is imported. Along with domestic production, it is 
done as soon as the domestic production meets 
the demand.”

According to the Food and Drug Administration, 
some $60 million worth of medicine was exported 
in the calendar year 1400 (March 2021-March 2022).

The figure was about $180 million in the year 
1397 (March 2018-March 2019). The country im-
ports some $1 billion of drugs per year.

A total of 227 knowledge-based firms are 
supplying medical equipment for health centers 
across the country, according to the Vice Presi-
dency for Science and Technology.

Iranian-made pharmaceuticals are currently 
exported to Canada, Japan, and Europe, Faramarz 
Ekhteraei, chairman of the Iranian Pharmaceutical 
Industries Syndicate said, emphasizing that 72 
percent of the country’s pharmaceutical raw ma-
terials are domestically produced.

Some 40 percent of the country’s total phar-
maceutical exports are biotechnology products, a 
member of the board of directors of the Associ-
ation of Manufacturers and Exporters of Medical 
Biotechnology Products said.

TEHRAN – The board of directors of the Interna-
tional Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) 
has elected the Iranian National Committee on Irri-
gation and Drainage (IRNCID) as the best-perform-
ing national committee for a three-year period.

The ICID was established in 1995. It is a leading 
scientific, technical, and professional not-for-prof-
it international organization working in the field 
of irrigation, drainage, and flood management to 
promote and achieve sustainable agriculture wa-
ter management. 

The IRNCID has been elected among 78 mem-
bers based on its performance of the members 
within three years. It’s the third time that the IRN-
CID is selected as the best-performing committee, 
IRNA quoted Mehrzad Ehsani, the secretary gener-

al of IRNCID, as saying.

The Best-Performing National Committee 
Award (BPNCA) is presented triennially at every 
ICID Congress, with the main objective of recogniz-
ing the contributions made by a National Commit-
tee to fulfill ICID’s mission and objectives.

It is presented at every triennial Congress starting 
from the 18th ICID Congress (Montreal) in 2002. The 
performance of the award-winning National Com-
mittee is judged by a Panel of Judges based on the 
performance of the `Candidate National Committee’ 
during the 3-year period between the immediate 
past two consecutive Congresses.

The secretariat of this international commis-
sion is located in New Delhi, India. The 7th Best 
Performing National Committee Award will be 
presented during the 25th ICID International Con-
gress and 74th International Executive Council 
(IEC) Meeting to be held from 1-8 November 2023, 
Vizag, Andhra Pradesh, India.

IRNCID representative will be presented a Tro-
phy and a Citation Plaque during the Congress.

These awards initiated hitherto, have been pre-
sented to the Korean National Committee, followed 
by the National Committees of Egypt, Iran, South 
Africa, Korea, and Iran during the subsequent Con-
gresses held in the years 2005, 2008, 2011, and 2014, 
2017 and 2022 (postponed due to the outbreak of 

COVID-19 pandemic), respectively.

IRNCID
The Iranian National Committee on Irrigation and 

Drainage joined ICID in 1995 to facilitate the promo-
tion of knowledge on irrigation and drainage net-
works, flood control, land and water management 
as well as water and environment conservation to 
maintain sustainable development in Iran.

Iran has had the honor of having four vice pres-
idents of ICID. It won the award of BPNC for its 
outstanding achievements and contribution to 
ICID activities for the periods of 2005-2008 and 
2014-2017.

The IRNICD with its general secretariat in Teh-
ran, is affiliated with the Ministry of Energy and 
is constituted of High Councils, Executive Board, 
Technical Working Groups, and Regional Commit-
tees, having about 4000 members composed of 
experts, professors, and Students.

The National Committee hosted the 28th IEC 
meeting with a special session in Tehran in 1997 and 
the 4th Asian Regional Conference on Participatory 
Irrigation Management in Tehran, in 2007.

Also, Iran hosted the 62nd annual IEC meeting 
and the 8th International Micro-Irrigation Con-
gress in 2011. The event coincided with the 21st 
Congress on Irrigation and Drainage which is held 
every three years.

TEHRAN- A comprehensive 
marine environment monitoring 
program for the country has been 
designed, said an official with the 
Department of Environment.

“The program includes both bi-
ological and pollution monitoring 
for the Persian Gulf, the Oman Sea, 
as well as the Caspian Sea,” ISNA 
quoted Omid Seddiqi, the DOE offi-
cial, as saying. 

“The comprehensive program 
for monitoring the pollution of 
the Caspian Sea has made further 
progress and its fund has been 
provided. It will begin in late au-
tumn with the help of an ocean-go-
ing vessel,” he explained.

The monitoring is done in a cold 
and a warm season. The entire 
coastal and deep waters of the 
Caspian Sea, sediment, and aquat-
ics are sampled and checked in the 
laboratory in terms of pollution 
such as heavy metals, oil, pesti-
cides, microbes, and plastics. Then 
the pollution is zoned.

This program will probably start 
in autumn or early winter in the 
south of the country with the help 
of the Persian Gulf probe ship. 
These monitoring programs are 
planned to be repeated every year 
or every two years to reduce plastic 
pollution in highly polluted areas.

Marine plastic pollution im-
pacts

Over 300 million tons of plastic 
are produced every year. If discarded 
improperly, plastic waste can harm 
the environment and biodiversity.

At least 14 million tons of plas-
tic end up in the ocean every year. 
Plastic debris is currently the most 

abundant type of litter in the ocean.
Most sources of plastic debris 

found in the ocean are land-based. 
Plastic pollution is a widespread 
problem affecting the marine en-
vironment.

It threatens ocean health, the 
health of marine species, food 
safety & quality, human health, and 
coastal tourism, and contributes to 
climate change.

The most visible impacts of 
plastic debris are ingestion, suffo-
cation, and entanglement of hun-
dreds of marine species.

Marine wildlife such as seabirds, 
whales, fish, and turtles mistake 
them for prey and die of starvation 
as their stomachs become filled 
with plastic. They suffer lacera-
tions, infections, reduced ability to 
swim, and internal injuries.

Also, when marine organisms in-
gest plastic debris, these contami-
nants between marine species and 
humans through the consumption 
of seafood have been identified as 

a health hazard and research is on-
going.

Measures taken

The United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP), in cooperation 
with member countries, has come 
to the conclusion that the need for 
a convention to manage and reduce 
plastic waste with an emphasis on 
the marine environment is felt. So, 
it has made serious efforts in the 
last two years, and in this regard, it 
has held three global meetings.

So far, several negotiations and 
working groups have been held in 
Uruguay, France, and Kenya. The 
next meeting is scheduled to be 
held in Canada hosted by the UNEP.

Iran DOE in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs is also 
preparing a draft of the convention.

Future actions 

On September 22, Ali Salajeqeh, 
the head of the Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE), in the meeting of the 
ministers of the contracting parties 

to the Convention on the Protection 
of the Marine Environment of the 
Caspian Sea said, “Ignoring the pol-
lution will deprive the future gener-
ations of a clean and fruitful sea. In 
combating oil pollution, fortunately, 
the Aktau protocol has been signed 
and come into force. Cooperation 
with this protocol can be a part of 
the solution.”

So, efforts should be made to 
adhere to and strengthen existing 
international legislative frame-
works that address marine plastic 
pollution.

The most important are the 
1972 Convention on the Prevention 
of Marine Pollution by Dumping 
Waste and Other Matter (the Lon-
don Convention), the 1996 Protocol 
to the London Convention (London 
Protocol), and the 1978 Protocol to 
the International Convention for 
the Prevention of Pollution from 
Ships (MARPOL).

Governments should explore 
national legislative frameworks 
on Extended Producer Responsi-
bility.

Researchers and industries need 
to work collaboratively to redesign 
products and rethink their use and 
disposal to reduce plastic waste.

Consumers and societies must 
shift to more sustainable con-
sumption patterns.

Finally, more funding for re-
search and innovation should be 
made available to provide policy-
makers, manufacturers, and con-
sumers with the evidence needed 
to implement technological, be-
havioral, and policy solutions to 
address plastic pollution.
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‘Climate change impact on Iran 
doubles world average’

The effects of climate change on Iran has more than doubled on av-
erage compared to other parts of the world, while southern provinces 
of the country are more likely to bear the consequences, secretary of 
environmental policy at the center for strategic studies affiliated to the 
presidential office has said.“The Hoomand-Absard station in Damavand 
county in northeast of Tehran experienced a temperature increase of 2.7 
°C over the past 50 years, while over the past 100 years, the tempera-
ture rise was about 0.76 °C,” ISNA quoted Mohammad Darvish as saying 
on Tuesday.Climate change impact is increasing in southern part of the 
country, among which Yazd province’s condition has raised concern, he 
said, adding, the industries operating in the province must reduce their 
dependency on water, otherwise water scarcity might worsen in the 
region. 

تغییرات اقلیمی در ایران دو تا سه برابر جهان
محمد درویش، دبیر سیاست محیط‌زیست مرکز بررسی‌های استراتژیک 
نهاد ریاست جمهوری گفته، ایران با تاثیرات تغییر اقلیمی دو تا سه برابر 
بیشتر از تاثیرات ایجاد شده در کره زمین روبرو شده است.محمد درویش، 
در گفت‌وگو با خبرنگار ایسنا با اشاره به گزارش‌های منتشر شده توسط 
سازمان هواشناسی، وزارت نیرو و سازمان آب، اظهار کرد: ایستگاه هومند 
آبسرد در دامنه‌های کوه دماوند طی نیم قرن اخیر افزایش دمایی حدود 2.7 
درجه سیلیوس را نشان می‌دهد و این مسئله در حالی رخ داده است که 
در 100 سال گذشته، حدود 0.76 درجه سلسیوس افزایش دما داشته‌ایم.

وی اضافه کرد: هر چقدر به شهرهای جنوبی‌تر کشورمان نزدیک می‌شویم، 
تغییرات اقلیمی هم بیشتر می‌شود به طوری که از این میان یزد وضعیت 
آب  به  نسبت  یزد  در  صنایع  وابستگی  میزان  .باید  دارد  نگران‌کننده‌ای 
کاهش پیدا کند چرا که در غیر این صورت می‌تواند شتاب خشک‌سالی‌ها 

را افزایش دهد.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Comprehensive plan prepared for marine 
waste management

Iran elected best-performing national committee of ICID
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TEHRAN –Iranian stage director Arvand 
Dashtaray plans to restage French writer and 
director Florian Zeller’s acclaimed psychological 
play “The Father” in Tehran’s City Theater on 
October 9.

Actor Reza Kainian, who will star as Anthony, 
leads the cast that includes Saeid Changizian, 
Sogol Khaliq, Behzad Karimi, Parisa Shahvalian 
and Dutch actress Marene van Holk who is 
Dashtaray’s wife.The play will remain on stage 
until November 17. 

Dashtaray, who has earlier worked on several 

international theater productions such as 
“Reconsider Your Image of Me” and “Zero”, staged 
the play in 2021 and 2022.

Kianian has previously worked “The 
Improvisation”, a play that Dashtaray staged at 
Tehran’s Nazerzadeh Kermani Hall in October 2019. 
Dutch writer Marene van Holk also collaborated in 
this production as an artistic advisor.

Written in 2012, the play follows Anthony, an 
aging man who must deal with his worsening 
dementia. In 2020, Zeller directed a screen 
adaptation of the play starring Anthony Hopkins, 
Olivia Colman, Mark Gatiss, Imogen Poots, Rufus 
Sewell and Olivia Williams. The film won the 
Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay, 
while Hopkins won the Academy Award for Best 
Actor. It is the second adaptation of the play after 
the 2015 film “Floride”.

Dashtaray’s latest production “Zero” was live 
streamed for Dutch theatergoers in March 2021. 
The play written by Shahab Mehraban was staged 
at the Koninklijke Schouwburg, a theater in the city 
center of The Hague.

The play was a co-production between the 
Virgule Film & Performing Arts Company in Tehran 
and STET, the English Theatre in The Hague.

Zeller’s plays appeal to Iranian stage directors.

His “The Lie” was performed by a troupe 
directed by Masud Salehi at the Neauphle-le-
Chateau Theater in Tehran in September 2021.

Ali Ahmadi directed his “The Mother” at Tehran’s 
Iranshahr Theater Complex in June 2019.

TEHRAN – Iran’s Institute for Intellectual 
Development of Children and Young Adults 
(IIDCYA) announced on Saturday that it has 
published Chinese children’s book writer Tang 
Sulan’s “The Red Shoe” in Persian. 

Ali Khakbazan is the translator of the book, 
which has been illustrated by Wang Ke. 

The IIDCYA has previously acquired the 
copyright to the book from China’s Hunan Juvenile 
and children publishing House.

The book tells the story of a sad and lonely red 
shoe. While all the other shoes have partners, 
this one is alone. It longs to find its perfect match 
and experience the joy of companionship. With 
determination and hope, the red shoe sets off to 
find its missing partner. Along the way, the shoe 
meets a little mouse, and the two become unlikely 
companions in the otherwise solitary red shoe’s 
journey, overcoming obstacles together through 
their adventure.

TEHRAN –Iranian director Farshid Azari’s 
documentary “Drops Give Life” received the Baikal 
Prize at the 22nd edition of the Baikal Film Festival, 
which came to an end in the Russian city of Irkutsk 
on Saturday. 

The festival, centered around the theme of 
‘People and Environment’, recognized the film 
for its powerful portrayal of the environmental 
crisis and it was awarded the prize for effectively 
highlighting the seriousness of this issue, the 
organizers announced. 

The film follows the life of Masht Hossein, a 
compassionate rancher who deeply values nature. 
Despite facing challenging conditions, Masht 
Hossein has dedicated over three decades to 
trekking through unforgiving terrain to provide 
water for the parched animals and birds in the 
drought-ridden area.

Through his unwavering commitment, the 
area comes alive with newfound vitality. After 
completing the arduous journey, Masht Hossein, 
exhausted yet content, finds solace in witnessing 
the birds and animals quench their thirst, finding 
joy in their satisfaction.

The Grand Prix of the festival was given to the 
Russian feature film “Under the Sky Eternal and 
Blue” by Elena Emelyanova.

The best popular science film award was 
presented to “Shishkinskiye Petroglyphs” by 
Russian director Yulia Byvsheva. 

“The Spirit of Baikal” by Mikhail Raskhodnikov 
from Russia received the best feature film award, 
while the award for the best animated film went 
to the “A White, White Day” by Vasily Chirkov also 
from Russia.

Frome Page 1   “The Indonesian 
language is not only limited to 
this country, but more than 400 
million people in the world speak 
Indonesian, and entering Indonesia 
is entering the ASEAN region, 
which has a population of about 
800 million people. We can look at 
this region as an 800-million book 
market,” the ambassador stressed.

Boroujerdi expressed hope that 
Indonesia will attend the Tehran 
International Book Fair as the Guest 
of Honor in the future editions.

Iran ‎Book and Literature House 
represents Iran’s publishing 
industry at the fair, presenting 
over 350 titles on various subjects 
of Iranology, religion, the Sacred 
Defense, classic and contemporary 
Persian literature, children and 
young adults, and titles written by 
the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

The displayed Iranian books 
are mostly in English, Arabic and 
some have been translated into 
Indonesian as well.

Opened on September 27, the 
43rd Indonesia International Book 
Fair is underway at the Indonesia 
Convention Exhibition (ICE) BSD 
City, Tangerang Regency. A total of 

150 publishers from Indonesia and 
over 25 countries including have 
attended the fair that will conclude 
on October 1.

This year’s event carries the 
tagline “Now is the Time to Read”. 
South Korea is the Guest of Honor 
country at IIBF 2023.

In addition to Iran and South 
Korea, countries such as China, 
Turkey, Thailand and the UAE have 
presented their latest publications 
at the exhibition.

It was initially established 
in 1980 under the name of the 
Indonesia Book Fair. To reach a 
bigger audience, in 2014 Indonesia 
Book Fair became Indonesia 
International Book Fair.

An annual book exhibition 
organized by the Indonesian 
Publishers Association, the IIBF is 
a meeting point, a strategic and 
prestigious event for exhibitors to 
promote literature, art, culture, and 
all other creative content, through 

rights licensing and other means of 
cooperation. IIBF invites more than 
100 speakers and holds 50 series of 
events throughout the fair.

IIBF is a hybrid book fair. It is a mix 
of B to B and B to C book fair, and it 
is enriched by some cultural and 
educational programs. IIBF helps 
participants to meet their goals 
and to meet potential business 
partners as Indonesia is the largest 
market of books and literature in 
South East Asia.

TEHRAN-A remastered 
version of the acclaimed Iranian 
director Asghar Farhadi “Dancing 
in the Dust” was released on 
streaming platforms in the U.S., 
September 29.

Presented in a new 2K 
restoration, 20 years after it was 
first shown, the movie has been 
released by Film Movement, ISNA 
reported on Friday.

The movie was Farhadi’s debut 
feature, made in 2003. Co-written 
by Farhadi, Alireza Bazrafshan and 
Mohammadreza Fazeli, the film 
tells the story of a poor man who is 
obliged to divorce his wife because 
his relatives insist. The only thing 
he can do for his ex-wife is to pay 
her alimony in installments, but 
he faces a tough time to raise the 
amount.

Faramarz Qaribian, Yousef 
Khodaparast, Baran Kosari and 

Jalal Sarhad-Seraj are in the cast 
of the film that is a tale of love, 
sacrifice, and redemption.

The 100-minute drama has 
attended many international 
events and garnered several 
nominations and prizes. It won 
three awards for the best director, 
screenplay and supporting actress 
at the Asia-Pacific Film Festival, 
best actor award at the 25th 
Moscow International Film Festival 
and the special jury award for the 
best film at Fajr Film Festival.

Founded in 2002, Film Movement 
is a North American distributor of 
award-winning independent and 
foreign films based in New York 
City.

Farhadi is considered one of 
the most prominent filmmakers 
of Iranian cinema as well as world 
cinema in the 21st century. His 
films have gained fame for their 

focus on the human condition, 
and portrayals intimate and 
challenging stories of internal 
family conflicts.

The strength of Farhadi’s 
directing and screenwriting is well 
acclaimed and known to all and 
his prizes in these categories are 
indeed undeniable proof of this 
claim. Moreover, actors playing 
in his films present their best 
performance; this is partly due to 
their great abilities and also the 
skills in Farhadi in eliciting and 
encouraging those potentials.

Having won Oscar for the best 
foreign language film twice for 
“A Separation” (2011) and “The 
Salesman” (2016), Farhadi is well 
known for the American audience.

Farhadi has so far made nine 
feature films. With the release of 
his directorial debut, now all of 
his works have been shown in the 

US including “The Beautiful City” 
(2004) “Fireworks Wednesday” 
(2006), “About Elly” (2009), “The 
Past” (2013), “Everybody Knows” 
(2018), and “A Hero” (2021) as well 
as his two Oscar-winning movies.

Frome Page 1   and the role of the media 
in normalizing violence against women were 
among the topics that were discussed at the 
event. 

Yousof Esmaeilzadeh, executive secretary 
of the festival, told reporters that 100 active 
media women from 40 countries participated 
at the festival. 

The festival was arranged by the Ministry of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance, the office of the 
Vice President for Women and Family Affairs, 
and the Mashhad Municipality. 

Shireen Abu Akleh (April 3, 1971 - May 11, 
2022) was a prominent Palestinian journalist, 
who worked at the Qatari international news 
television network Al Jazeera for 25 years. She 
was one of the vigorous journalists in the Middle 
East, who covered news stories concerning 
Palestinian issues. 

On May 11, 2022, she was targeted by Israeli 
forces and lost her life due to a fatal gunshot 
wound to the head, while she was covering the 
reports of the Israeli army’s raid into the city of 
Jenin in the West Bank. 

Speaking at the event, Ensieh Khazali, the 
Vice President for Women and Family Affairs, 
said, “Women were able to present a third 
model to the world, both in family management 
and in the political and social spheres, and they 
stood up to the plots of imperialism, which tried 
to achieve its ominous goals under the guise 
of ‘women, life, and freedom’. Iranian media 
women also stood up and acted like Abu Akleh.” 

Khazali added, “We media women should 
form networks to show the identity and real 
demands of women to the world, and we can.” 

Mohammad Mahdi Esmaeili, the Minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance, also addressed 

the ceremony.

The closing ceremony was held late on 
Saturday at Ferdowsi University in Mashhad. 

Yaqub-Ali Nazari, the governor of Khorasan 
Razavi, said in a speech at the ceremony that 
“Mashhad constitutes 10% of the country’s 
population and every year 30 million pilgrims 
visit the city, and we have 5 to 6 million foreign 
pilgrims.” 

He said, “This province also hosts one million 
refugees from Afghanistan. 51% of students are 
women that 29% of them are faculty members.” 

The governor added, “The literacy rate of 
women is more than 86% and females account 
for 13% of managers in the rural areas.”

The participants also signed the guest book. 
The ceremony is expected to be held every two 
years in Mashhad.

TEHRAN –Iranian actress Narges 
Mohammadi was picked as best actress for her 
role in “Wind of Change” at the 10th edition of 
the Silk Road International Film Festival (SRIFF) 
in Fuzhou, China the organizers announced on 
Thursday. 

Directed by Abbas Rafei, “Wind of Change” 
is about Sara, who one day finds out that 
her husband is missing. She and her teenage 
daughter are left without anyone to rely on. 
Along with one of the neighbors, they begin 
desperately seeking him.

Narges Mohmmadi, Fariba Naderi, Hana 
Harandi, Hedieh Bazvand, Mohammad Reza 
Sharifinia, Maryam Bubani, and Sam Nuri 
play in the 86-minute movie that is a 2023 
production.

Chinese drama “Gone with the Boat” was 
named the best film and its director Xiaoyu 
Chen received the award for best new director. 

“Journey of Perseverance” directed by French 
director Nicolas Philibert received the best 
documentary award, while “Chang’an Thirty 
Thousand Miles”, co-directed by Xie Junwei and 
Zou Jing, won the best animation award. 

The Silk Road International Film 
Festival (SRIFF) was founded by the State 
Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, 
Film and Television in 2014 to comprehensively 
implement China’s national strategy of The 
Belt and Road Initiative.

It aims to promote cultural exchanges and 
cooperation among countries along The Belt 
and Road routes and to further develop the 
Chinese audiovisual industry.

SRIFF is held annually (alternating every 
year between the cities of Xi’an and Fuzhou) 
and is co-sponsored by the Shaanxi Provincial 
People’s Government and Fujian Provincial 
People’s Government.

SRIFF is divided into the following sections 
and a mutable number of special presentations: 
Competition, Film Panorama, Film Forum, Film 
Market, Interactive Activities.
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Knowledge and wisdom are really the privilege of a faithful Muslim. If 
you have lost them, get them back even though you may have to get 

them from the apostates.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:54       Evening: 18:05     Dawn: 4:34 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:59  (tomorrow)

Arvand Dashtaray to restage Florian 
Zeller’s “Father” in Tehran

Tang Sulan’s “The Red Shoe” appears in 
Iranian bookstores

Iranian documentary wins award  
at Baikal film festival

Great potential in ASEAN region 
for Iranian books

Farhadi’s debut film “Dancing in the Dust” released in U.S.

1st International Khorsheed Festival held in Mashhad

Narges Mohammadi named best actress at  
Silk Road film festival
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