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Best of Iranian 
movies, series receive 
Hafez awards

TEHRAN-The 22nd film and television 
ceremony of Picture World Magazine (also 
known as Hafez Awards) was held in Tehran 
on Saturday and the best of cinema and 
series were awarded.

At the beginning of the program, noted 
actor, screenwriter and stage director Behzad 
Farahani was honored for a lifetime of artistic 
career in performing arts and received the 
Hafez Statuette, Mehr reported Saturday.

Farahani, 78, is a graduate of dramatic 
arts. He began his acting career in theater 
and joined cinema in 1978. He has performed 
numerous plays and series for radio and 
television, and has played in several movies 
over the past six decades.  Page 8

Normalization 
with Israel a sign 
of regression: Raisi

TEHRAN – Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi has inveighed 
against normalization with Israel, 
calling it an indication of moving 
backward. 

Speaking at the 37th 
International Islamic Unity 
Conference in Tehran on 
Sunday, President Raisi said 
liberating al-Quds is the most 
important question of the 
Islamic world. 

In his speech, the president 
underlined the need for unity 
among the Islamic Ummah, saying, 
“The Islamic Ummah unity has 
always been important in the 
history of Islam.”  Page 2

Increase of moral, 
spiritual crisis in West 
undermined family 
foundation

By Sara Atta

TEHRAN – In the West, simultaneously with 
modernity and after that, based on feminist 
teachings and in the name of defending 
women’s rights, family functions and the 
position of wife and mother have undergone 
extensive changes.

In all human societies and throughout 
history, the family is considered a sacred 
and valuable system and has had a stable 
position. Unfortunately, the Western lifestyle 
and the culture that dominated these 
societies over the decades have led to the 
deterioration of the family situation and 
weakened its foundation.  Page 7

Iran, Venezuela, 
Syria ink tripartite 
deal to construct 
refinery in Homs

TEHRAN – Iran, Venezuela, and Syria have 
signed a trilateral agreement to cooperate 
on constructing a new oil refinery in Syria’s 
Homs Province, a senior official with the Ira-
nian Oil Ministry said.

Deputy Oil Minister Jalil Salari provided the 
information in an interview with Iranian me-
dia, IRNA reported on Sunday.

The deal foresees the construction of “a 
new 140,000-barrel refinery,” whose re-
quired oil would be provided jointly by the 
Islamic Republic and Venezuela, Salari said.

“The [relevant] fundamental studies and 
designing process [for implementation of 
the project] has been completed,” the official 
noted.

The refinery would complement two al-
ready functioning ones, the Banias Refinery 
and the Homs Refinery, which are both locat-
ed in western Syria.

According to Salari, “the financing and 
construction [phases of the project] are on 
the agenda.”

Iran and Syria have also signed a memoran-
dum of understanding towards repairing the 
110,000-barrel oil refinery that is located in 
Homs, the Iranian official reported.  Page 4

Tehran warns 
geopolitical changes 
in the Caucasus will 
be hazardous 

TEHRAN- Iran’s top security official 
warned on Sunday that any geopolitical 
changes in the Caucasus region will under-
mine stability and worsen the conflicts, un-
derlining the need for concerted efforts to 
guarantee peace and security in the region.

Ali Akbar Ahmadian, Secretary of Iran’s 
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC), 
made the warning during a meeting with 
Secretary of Armenian Security Council Ar-
men Grigoryan, who visited Tehran on Sun-
day afternoon. 

Changes in the geopolitics of the region 
would trigger “insecurity and instability” and 
“exacerbate” the challenges that lie ahead, 
Ahmadian cautioned. 

In order to prevent conflict and tension in 
the region, Ahmadian reiterated Iran’s poli-
cy of fostering cooperation and interaction 
with neighbors, saying that “explicit and 
constructive dialogue among the   Page 2

Drones, the West’s newest excuse 
for Iranophobia

TEHRAN- On September 28, 
the Jerusalem Post, an Israeli 
news website, published an 
article titled “US and Europe 
put the screws to Iran’s drone 
program- analysis” to tarnish 
Iran’s progresses.

The article, written by SETH 
J. FRANTZMAN focused on 
Iran’s drone advancement 
and referred to the U.S. State 
Department, which said on 
Wednesday that “today, the 
United States is designating a 
network linked to the US-des-
ignated Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC). This net-
work – comprised of five enti-
ties and two individuals based 
in Iran, the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC), Hong Kong, 
Türkiye, and the United Arab 

Emirates – has been procuring 
sensitive parts for Iran’s at-
tack-drone program.”

Reasons behind defaming Iran

Enlisting the names of some 
countries, the article tends to 
spread Iranophobia and hes-
itancy among the countries 
that have deals with Iran in 
any field, while the growing 
list of customers for Iranian 
drones proves the failure of 
the so-called policy.

Drones play important roles 

in combat, agriculture, and in-
dustry.

Iranian Defense Minister 
Brigadier General Mohammad 
Reza Ashtiani said on July 19 
that nearly all countries seek 
to enhance their defense ca-
pabilities via drones. As with 
the defense cooperations 
signed between Iran and other 
countries to enhance the bor-
der securities, encounter drug 
dealing and arms trafficking.  

E3 to dodge obligation 

Diplomatic efforts to reach a 
comprehensive, long-term and 
proper solution to the Iranian 
nuclear issue culminated in the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCOPA) concluded on 14 
July 2015 by China, France, Ger-
many, the Russian Federation, 
the United Kingdom, the United 
States, the High Representative 
of the European Union (the E3/
EU+3) and the Islamic Republic 
of Iran.

Given the termination of 
the sanctions on Iran’s missile 
program on October 18, the EU 
trio, also known as the EU Big 
Three, tends to avoid account-
ability toward Iran.  Page 3
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BRICS considering 
alternative to SWIFT 

Reports have emerged that the BRICS eco-
nomic alliance is considering a new global 
payment system for international trade that 
would be an alternative to the Society for 
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommu-
nications (SWIFT).

The six-member group’s finance ministers 
are exploring the possibility of a unified pay-
ments network and will formally discuss the 
plan in Russia at the next annual meeting of 
the bloc in 2024. 

The Russian Finance Minister, Anton Sil-
uanov, says the network would boost inde-
pendent efforts to create payment messag-
ing systems.

“We are trying to introduce our financial 
messaging system, the SPFS, our Chinese 
colleagues have their own system, other 
BRICS countries also either have their sys-
tems or are creating them,” Siluanov said.

He pointed out that it would allow the bloc 
to continue its de-dollarization efforts and 
move away from Western influence on global 
settlements.

He added, “This is why this issue is to be 
discussed by money authorities and financial 
agencies of BRICS member states.”

It comes after BRICS, which stands for 
the states of Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa, formally decided to expand the 
group to Saudi Arabia, Iran, Ethiopia, Egypt, 
Argentina and the UAE.  Page 5

Navy chief says Iran 
receiving orders for 
destroyers

TEHRAN- Iran has received orders from 
many countries for destroyers as advanced 
as Dena, the Iranian Navy commander has 
announced.

“Today many countries are seeking help 
from Iran in areas of education and produc-
tion of vessels” in the naval industry and Iran 
has also got “many orders for destroyers” at 
the level of Dena, Rear Admiral Shahram Irani 
explained.

Admiral Irani also said that the naval forc-
es under his commander would soon get a 
new destroyer built domestically. 

Speaking to students at the Sharif Univer-
sity of Technology in Tehran on at an event re-
membering Iraq’s imposed war against Iran 
in the 1980s, he added that the destroyer will 
be outfitted with far more sophisticated and 
advanced equipment than the military ves-
sels that have already been displayed.

Irani mentioned that the domestic military 
vessel, known as Deylaman, will soon join 
Iran’s naval fleet. He added that the Dena 
destroyer was not quite as advanced as Dey-
laman.

Dena is apparently the fourth destroyer of 
the Jamaran class built by the naval industry 
of the Defense Ministry.  Page 2
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would pave the way for sustain-
able security, balanced develop-
ment, and welfare and comfort of 
the people of the region.”

He also suggested that Iran is 
prepared to set the stage for meet-
ings amongst regional powers.

Grigoryan, for his part, empha-
sized Iran’s crucial contribution to 
the creation of peace and stability 
in the Caucasus and urged Tehran 
to continue doing so.

The meeting between the secu-
rity chiefs of Iran and Armenia took 
place as at least 100,000 ethnic Ar-
menians have now fled the break-
away region of Nagorno-Karbakh 
since Azerbaijan reclaimed the ter-
ritory in a lightening offensive.

They account for more than 
four-fifths of the population of Na-
gorno-Karbakh, according to CNN. 

The rapid exodus has prompt-
ed the United Nations to send its 
first mission to the territory in 
about 30 years.

Stephane Dujarric, the spokes-

man for the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral, said the UN team on the 
ground would “identify the hu-
manitarian needs for both people 
remaining and the people that are 
on the move.”

Though internationally seen 
as part of Azerbaijan, the Arme-
nian-majority Nagorno-Karbakh 
had spent decades under the con-
trol of a separatist, de facto gov-
ernment until Azerbaijan’s victo-
ry on September 20. The former 
breakaway republic will cease to 

exist as of next year.

Azerbaijan has long been clear 
about the choice confronting Kara-
bakh Armenians: Stay and accept 
Azerbaijani citizenship, or leave.

As of Saturday morning, 100,417 
people had been “forcibly dis-
placed,” the Armenian prime min-
ister’s spokeswoman, Nazeli Bagh-
dasaryan, told reporters.

Armenian authorities have re-
sponded to the outflux of people 
by asking the International Court 
of Justice, a judicial arm of the 

UN, to tell Azerbaijan to with-
draw its troops – citing fears of 
“punitive actions.”

They requested the court order 
Azerbaijan to “withdraw all mil-
itary and law-enforcement per-
sonnel from all civilian establish-
ments in Nagorno-Karabakh,” 
while refraining from “taking any 
actions directly or indirectly” that 
would have the effect of displac-
ing the remaining ethnic Arme-
nians or preventing those who 
fled from returning.

Azerbaijan should also allow 
people to leave the region “with-
out any hindrance” if they want-
ed to, the Armenian authorities 
demanded.

Armenia also asked the court to 
direct Azerbaijan to grant the UN 
and the Red Cross access to Na-
gorno-Karabakh.

Azerbaijan should “refrain from 
taking punitive actions against 
the current or former political 
representatives or military per-
sonnel of Nagorno-Karabakh,” the 
Armenian authorities said.

From page 1   Stating that unity is taking on 
further importance by the day in the Muslim 
world, Raisi said, “Paying attention to unity is 
not an individual matter and a fleeting view, but 
a system of thought centered on the truth and 
centered on belief in the Quran, the Holy Proph-
et of Islam and his pure progeny.”

He added, “Unity does not mean the unifi-
cation of religions or the geography of Muslim 
countries, but unity and cohesion to protect the 
interests of the Islamic Ummah. In the effort for 
unity and ecumenism, all our thinking should be 

aimed at preserving and promoting the inter-
ests of the Islamic Ummah.”

Praising the message of the Prophet Mo-
hammad (PBUH), Raisi said ignoring the words 
and life of the Prophet is the starting point of 
the humanity’s regression and backwardness. 
“For the Islamic Ummah, the benchmark for re-
gression is to not follow the Messenger of God 
and follow infidels.  The reason for the victory of 
Muslims throughout history has been the unity 
of the Islamic Ummah centered on obedience to 
the Prophet and the Holy Quran.” 

President Raisi said following foreigners and 
paying heed to their wishes is another sign of 
backwardness. “The arrogant powers know that 
the most important obstacle in front of them is 
the Islamic Ummah who believe in the Prophet 
of God, resurrection, dynamics and moving to-
wards the divine destination,” he continued. 

Also, Raisi considered attention to the free-
dom of al-Quds and Palestine as the most im-
portant indicator of the Islamic Ummah.

He warned, “Moving in the direction of nor-

malizing relations with the Zionist regime [Isra-
el] is another indicator of moving in the direc-
tion of backwardness and regression for every 
government and official in Islamic countries.”

President Raisi pointed out that the option of 
normalizing relations with Israel has been taken 
off the table. “Today, everyone has a common 
view that the way to deal with the enemy is not 
surrender and compromise, but resistance. The 
option of compromise has been removed from 
the table and today no concerned people in 
Palestine, Lebanon and other Islamic countries 
are talking about compromise. The choice of all 
Mujahideen of the Islamic world is to resist and 
stand against the enemy, and this choice will 
force the enemy to retreat,” he averred. 

Raisi also said that the enemy has installed 
puppet regimes in some Islamic countries with 
the purpose of advancing normalization with 
the Zionist regime of Israel. “The Muslims of 
these nations have proven that they are people 
of standing, resistance, and knowing and coun-
tering the enemy.” 

From page 1  The Iranian de-
stroyer is outfitted with a variety 
of defensive and offensive sys-
tems, is built to go great distances 
in the oceans, and is armed with 
the ability to monitor, identify, and 
strike a variety of airborne, surface, 
and subsurface targets. Helicop-
ters could also be carried on the 
deck of Dena.

In a televised interview on 
Thursday, Irani noted, “Our future 
plan is to proudly hoist the Iranian 
flag in Antarctica, and undertake 
collaborative military and scientific 
efforts in that region.”

He stressed that the Iranian 
Navy planned to establish a per-
manent station in Antarctica to 
carry out military and scientific 
operations.

“It is not just military work. 

There has to be scientific work and 
our dear scientists are preparing 
to implement a joint effort in line 
with the guidelines of Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei,” the top naval officer 
added.

According to the command-
er, such an ambitious future plan 
demonstrates the Iranian Navy’s 
immense potential.

“Last year, in compliance with 

the guidelines of the Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution, we tried to 
establish a strong maritime pres-
ence across the globe. This came 
even with various challenges along 
the way, the most notable of which 
was that we had no experience of 
such a task at all,” Irani said.

The Navy commander contin-
ued by highlighting the ongoing 
efforts made by some foreign na-
tions to obstruct Iran’s presence in 
open seas, asserting that “within 
the Navy, we overcame these ob-
stacles and fears, and could ac-
complish the tremendous honor 
of deploying the 86th flotilla of 
warships in international waters 
despite foreign conspiracies.”

Despite multiple attempts by 
foreign nations to block the na-
val operation, the admiral said, 

the Navy personnel were able to 
successfully defuse all hostile 
schemes by employing domestic 
military equipment and exerting 
tremendous efforts.

The 86th Iranian naval fleet, 
which set sail from the southern 
port city of Bandar Abbas on Sep-
tember 20, 2022, came home on 
May 20, 2023, after circumnavigat-
ing the globe. It broke the record 
for the longest distance traveled 
by an Iranian flotilla in internation-
al seas.

High-ranking Iranian authorities 
and commanders welcomed the 
flotilla’s return, including Ayatol-
lah Khamenei, who commended 
the “courageous forces of the 86th 
flotilla of warships of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran Army on their 
great and successful voyage.”

TEHRAN- Iran has denounced Sweden for 
being powerless to stop the recurring dese-
cration of the Quran that hurts Muslims, urg-
ing Stockholm to adopt “practical measures” to 
achieve that goal.

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesperson for Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry, stated on Sunday that the 
Swedish officials’ verbal condemnation of the 
sacrilegious deeds is insufficient.

“Unfortunately, we still witness the repe-
tition of desecration of Islamic sanctities in 
contravention of basic principles of human 
rights,” he said.

The remarks came one day after Salwan 
Momika, an Iraqi man living in Sweden, at-
tempted to burn a copy of the Quran in the 
city of Malmo under heavy protection. He had 
done the blasphemous act for several times 
in recent months.

“Such hatred-inducing acts that insult and 
violate the rights and values of more than 
two billion Muslims have taken place amid the 
passive presence of the Swedish police, whose 
main responsibility is to maintain security and 

prevent the abuse of people’s rights. Of course, 
such acts will never be erased from the minds 
of the world’s freedom-seeking people,” Ka-
naani pointed out. 

Police detained three persons who were at-
tempting to prevent the burning of the Quran in 
Malmo, while 20 cars, including 10 armored ve-
hicles, transported Momika away from the area.

“The Swedish government is expected to 
respond responsibly to the most obvious de-
mand of Muslims and monotheists by seriously 
adhering to fundamental principles of human 
rights and trying to promote ethics and peace-
ful coexistence among religions through prac-
tical and effective measures,” Kananni averred. 

Since the beginning of the current year, in-
cidents of desecrating the Muslim holy book 
have been reported in Sweden, Denmark, and 
the Netherlands.

The blasphemous acts, which were all au-
thorized by the governments of the countries 
and protected by their security services, have 
sparked widespread outrage among Muslims 
throughout the Muslim world. 

In September, during a meeting with Arch-
bishop Paul Richard Gallagher, the Vatican’s 
Secretary for Relations with States, on the 
sidelines of the UN General Assembly session 
in New York, Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iran’s 
Foreign Minister, condemned certain nations 
for their “indefensible” backing for the burn-
ing of sacred texts under the slogan of free 
expression.

“In the world’s current situation that divine 
books are being desecrated, dialogue between 
the leaders and followers of the Abrahamic re-
ligions is more important than ever,” Amir Ab-
dollahian insisted.

Normalization with Israel a sign of regression: Raisi

Navy chief says Iran receiving orders for destroyers 

Tehran condemns Sweden’s silence to repeated Quran desecrations 

In a commentary, Kayhan addressed Iran’s 
nuclear power and wrote: In recent months it 
has become clear that wider efforts are being 
made to encourage Iran to slow down its ura-
nium enrichment program and reduce tensions 
in the Middle East. Greg Priddy, a senior fellow 
for the Middle East at the Center for the Na-
tional Interest, said, “If President Biden wins 
re-election, there may be room for renewed dis-
cussion of a more permanent accommodation. 
A second-term Biden would arguably reduce 
Tehran’s concerns about Washington again ab-
rogating an agreement. Still, it is unlikely that 
the Biden administration can induce Iran to roll 
back its nuclear program to anywhere near the 
constrained levels imposed by the JCPOA, let 
alone the extension of some of those provisions 
that the United States had hoped for—a “longer 
and stronger” deal. Unfortunately, Iran is now 
a threshold nuclear state, a status that cannot 
be reversed permanently, even in the event of 
military conflict. A reasonable agenda for a fol-
low-up agreement in a second Biden term would 
center on restoring transparency and lengthen-
ing Iran’s breakout time to allow the world more 
certainty that Iran remains a threshold state 
and does not become a nuclear power.” 

 Hamshahri: EU efforts to put pressure on 
Iran’s drone industry

In a note, Hamshahri addressed the European 
Union’s claim that Tehran uses imported parts 
to build drones. It said: European security ex-
perts said that Brussels and Washington have 
recently increased cooperation to prevent the 
production of drones in Iran through the elim-
ination of what they call the supply chain of 
imported parts and technologies. They claim 
that Tehran procures the parts it needs to build 
drones from third countries with less strict 
export laws. This is while the American news-
paper, the Wall Street Journal, recently empha-
sized in a report about Iran’s self-sufficiency in 
production of the parts needed to build drones. 
The WSJ wrote it is due to the increase in Iran’s 
capabilities in the field of drone industry that 
many of the parts needed to build these drones 
are now available. 

The production is inside Iran and this makes 
the ban on the drone industries in the coun-
try ineffective. The European Union has now 
changed its strategy to focus on companies 
that operate in the Middle East, Africa, the Far 
East, and Latin America through people who are 
not necessarily Iranian.

Shargh: The passage of the corridor 
through Iran; Erdogan’s tactical words

In an analysis, Shargh wrote: According to 
an expert on the Caucasus issues, Erdogan’s 
words about passing the corridor through Iran 
were just a tactical statement. Turkey’s strate-
gy is to pass through the territory of Armenia, 
because the creation of the trans-Caspian Cor-
ridor through Armenia from China to England 
has a huge economic benefit for it, and it will 
turn this country into a hub for export of energy 
and transfer of goods, which makes it political-
ly and security valuable. Turkey definitely does 
not want Iran to take its place and to be the one 
that loses the main artery of the corridor for the 
transfer of goods and energy. So, naturally, it 
prefers that the corridor does not pass through 
Iran. Therefore, Erdogan never wants this corri-
dor to pass through Iran and his statement was 
only tactical. Of course, this corridor cannot be 
formed as long as Iran is seriously opposed to 
it. Iran has indeed lost the opportunity for eco-
nomic and cultural investment in the Caucasus 
region due to a lack of timely planning; but in 
this matter, it has enough power to influence 
its competitors. If it had not, Erdogan would not 
have made a tactical retreat.

Farhikhtegan: The new business of celebri-
ties has entered a new phase

In a note, Farhikhtegan addressed the new 
business of the saboteur leaders. It wrote: The 
foreign-based opposition, who took over the 
sabotage tableau intending to make money and 
are trying to sell their dream to the anti-Iran 
politicians, revealed their business identity 
more publicly in the story of last year’s events. 
All leading opposition figures also did their 
best to keep up with the caravan and prove 
effective. After last year’s riots and reduction 
in the importance of leaders and figures in the 
eyes of the people and the significant reduction 
in foreign countries’ budgets for the implemen-
tation of the sabotage project, they decided to 
make money from these riots on the anniver-
sary of the fall events, and this business ranges 
from two dollars to the performance of foreign 
saboteur celebrities, the creation of a finan-
cial fund by Reza Pahlavi, the request for Iran’s 
blocked money and the establishment of char-
ity associations claiming to help poor children 
and their families in Iran by the MKO group so 
that the mask of struggle does not fall off their 
faces, and they also create a source of income 
for themselves.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

White House is accepting the reality  
of a nuclear Iran

Iran warns geopolitical changes in the 
Caucasus will be hazardous 

TEHRAN- A top military official in Iran has 
said the Islamic Republic’s armed forces are 
prepared to increase their level of coordination 
with Pakistan in the fight against terrorism.

Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces 
Major General Mohammad Baqeri made the 
statement in a message to Pakistan’s Chief of 
the Army General Asim Munir on Saturday.

At least 60 people were murdered and over 
70 others were injured in the “savage, anti-re-
ligious, and anti-human” terrorist blasts that 
took place at two mosques on Friday in Baloch-
istan, Pakistan’s southwestern region.

General Baqeri expressed regret for the ter-
rorist assault that murdered innocent Pakistani 
citizens who were attending a ceremony to 
commemorate the birthday of the Prophet Mo-
hammad (peace be upon him).

The senior general expressed assurance that 
the Pakistani military forces, security agencies, 
and legal institutions will work together to 
quickly identify, apprehend, and punish those 
responsible for the atrocity.

The attacks, from which the death toll might 
rise, left several people gravely injured and oth-
ers trapped beneath the rubble. No group still 
claimed responsibility for the attacks.

In a similar message to Pakistani President 
Arif Alvi on Friday, President Ebrahim Raisi of 
Iran also said the blind act once more demon-
strated that terrorists, who are ignorant of the 

humane principles of Islam, seek “no goal but to 
sow discord among Muslims.”

He also denounced terrorist explosions at two 
mosques in Pakistan, declaring that Tehran is 
prepared to combat extremism in all its forms.

“However,” he said, “this time they will also fail to 
achieve their illegitimate and inhumane objectives.”

The Iranian president denounced the “terrorist, 
anti-religious, and anti-human” move and con-
veyed compassion and condolences to his Pakistani 
counterpart and the country’s Muslim population.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is resolutely ready 
to cooperate with Pakistan in the fight against any 
form of terrorism and extremism,” Raisi added.

He also called on the world community, par-
ticularly Muslim nations, to “seriously react to 
this criminal act and prevent the recurrence of 
such bitter events.”

The president expressed optimism that the 
criminals will be identified and punished as 
quickly as possible.

Military chief says Iran ready to fully 
cooperate with Pakistan in terror fight 



Donya Aghaei wins 
silver in kurash 
TEHRAN – Iranian kurash player Donya 

Aghaei won a silver medal in the 2022 Asian 
Games on Sunday.

She lost to her Chinese rival Dan Yu 10-0 in 
the final of the women’s -70kg.

Aghaei had defeated Chia Wen Tsou of 
Chinese Taipei and Uzbekistan’s Malikakhon 
Kakhorova before booking her place in the 
final.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45 
nations and territories, the 2022 Asian Games 
has more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes 
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Table tennis 
doubles claim 
bronze at 
Hangzhou
TEHRAN – Nima and Noshad Alamiyan 

claimed a bronze medal on Sunday in the men’s 
doubles table tennis in the 2022 Asian Games. 

The Iranian pair was defeated against Fan 
Zhendong and Wang Chuqin of China 4-0 (11-4, 
11-3, 11-3, 11-6) in the semifinals. 

South Korea also defeated Chinese Taipei in 
other semifinals. 

The Iranian brothers have previously made 
history in the Games, winning a bronze medal 
in the men’s table tennis team after 65 years. 

Iran handball 
edged by  
South Korea 
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s handball team lost 

to South Korea 25-24 in the in the 2022 Asian 
Games Main Round Group I on Sunday.

Team Melli had previously lost to Kuwait 24-
22 and Bahrain 29-20 at Hangzhou.

Team Melli had defeated Mongolia, lost to 
Japan and shared the spoils in a draw with 
Saudi Arabia in Group D.

Iran handball team have won a bronze medal 
in the 2006 Asian Games in Doha and claimed 
the silver four years later in Guangzhou.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45 
nations and territories, the Asian Games has 
more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes 
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Al Duhail, 
Persepolis seek 
full points 
TEHRAN - Al Duhail and Persepolis football 

teams will be seeking full points when they 
face off in Group E of the AFC Champions 
League 2023-24 on Monday.

Al Duhail had to settle for a share of the 
spoils with Tajikistan’s FC Istiklol on Matchday 
One while Persepolis were beaten by Saudi 
Arabia’s Al Nassr.

Al Duhail, who made the AFC Champions 
League semi-finals for the first time last 
season, couldn’t break down Istiklol despite 
having 71 percent possession in their opener 
in Dushanbe.

 They ended the match without a single shot 
on target from nine attempts and the Qatar 
Stars League champion will be desperate to 
have more potency against Persepolis.

Persepolis found it equally tough in their 
opener against Cristiano Ronaldo’s Al Nassr, 
not managing a single shot on target at the 
Azadi Stadium. 

AFC Champions League runners-up in 2018 
and 2020, Iran champions must find their 
scoring boots if they are to take the points on 
Monday at the Abdullah Bin Khalifa Stadium in 
Doha, the-afc.com reported.

Sepahan determined 
to beat Al Ittihad
TEHRAN - Sepahan won’t need any extra 

motivation to perform well when they will 
meet Al Ittihad in Group C of the AFC Champions 
League 2023-24 on Monday.

Having been denied victory at the very end on 
Matchday One, the Iran side will be determined 
to not slip up against a star-studded Al Ittihad 
of Saudi Arabia.

Sepahan, whose AFC Champions League 
2022 campaign ended in the group stage, 
looked to have sealed the points on Matchday 
One only to have to settle for a 2-2 draw after a 
late equalizer by Air Force Club of Iraq.

Currently fifth in the Iran Pro League, 
Sepahan will count on home ground advantage 
to power them past Al Ittihad.

Two-time AFC Champions League winners 
Al Ittihad drew 0-0 with Al Fayha on Friday to 
sit second in the domestic standings and with 
French star Karim Benzema expected to make 
his AFC Champions League debut on Monday, 
Al Ittihad will feel three points is within reach 
in Isfahan’s Naghsh-e Jahan Stadium, the-afc.
com reported. 

Iran football 
knocked out by 
Hong Kong: 2022 
Asian Games
TEHRAN – Iran U23 football team lost to 

Hong Kong 1-0 in the 2022 Asian Games 
quarterfinals on Sunday.

Pui Hin Poon scored the only goal of the 
match in the 47th minute.

Shortly after, Iran put Hong Kong under 
pressure but the team’s players failed to 
capitalize on their chances.

Hong Kong will meet Japan, who defeated 
North Korea 2-1 in other quarterfinals, in the 
semifinals on Wednesday. 

Iran strated the campaign with a goalless 
draw against Saudi Arabia in Group B but 
defeated Vietnam 4-0 and Mongolia 3-0 in 
their following matches.

Reza Enayati’s team then beat Thailand 2-0 
in Round of 16. 

Iran football are one of the most successful 
teams in the Asian Games, having won four 
gold medals.

The Iranian team have also claimed two 
silvers and one bronze medal.  

Vafaei fail to reach 
British Open final 
TEHRAN – Iranian snooker player Hossein 

Vafaei failed to book his place in the final of the 
British Open. 

He lost to English player Mark Williams 6-3 
in the competition’s semifinal.

Williams’ victory means he will compete in 
the 40th ranking final of his career on Sunday.

Williams will face Mark Selby in the 
championship decider after the world No. 5 
whitewashed Xiao Guodong in the second 
semifinal of the day.

The champion will receive a £100,000 prize 
after Sunday’s decisive match.

Germany beat 
Iran in Volleyball 
Olympic Qualifiers
TEHRAN – Germany defeated Iran 3-1 

(25-22, 22-25, 25-16, 25-21) in the Volleyball 
Olympic Qualifying Tournament Pool A in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil Saturday night.

Grozer György led Germany with 23 points, 
while Amirhossein Esfandiar scored 11 points.

Team Melli, who have recently won the gold 
medal in the 2022 Asian Games, will be in round-
robin competition with Brazil, Cuba, Czech 
Republic, Germany, Italy, Qatar and Ukraine.
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IRAN IN FOCUS

By Soheila Zarfam
TEHRAN – The top security officials of Iran 

and Iraq met in Tehran on Sunday to exchange 
views on mutual issues, including how to fully 
implement the March security agreement 
between the two neighboring countries.

Ali Akbar Ahmadian, the secretary of Iran’s 
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC), 
said the security agreement will guarantee 
security in border areas and called it a “proper 
and reasonable roadmap” in the face of security 
problems. He also insisted that “it must be 
implemented precisely and fully”.

Based on the security agreement, Iraq must 
purge the northwestern borders with Iran from 
militant separatist Kurdish groups that commit 
acts of terror in the border areas.

Of note, Iran and Iraq inked the security 
agreement in March in a bid to secure the joint 
border and remove the separatist groups from 
the Iran border with Iraqi Kurdistan. Under 
this deal, Iran demanded the expulsion and 
disarmament of the separatist groups, which the 
Iraqi federal and regional authorities appear to 
have done partially.

Earlier, Iran set a deadline for Iraq to disarm 
and relocate the Kurdish militant groups. The 
deadline came to an end on September 19, with 
Iraqi federal and regional authorities scrambling 
to implement the security agreement. 

In the lead-up to the deadline, several Iranian 
officials announced that the deadline wouldn’t 
be extended, signaling that military action would 
follow if Iran’s demands were not met.

According to the statements by political and 

security officials in Baghdad and the autonomous 
Iraqi Kurdistan region, these militant groups 
have been relocated to camps inside Iraq far 
away from the border with Iran.

These militant groups were using the Iraqi 
Kurdistan region for hit-and-run operations on 
Iran’s border with Iraqi Kurdistan.

Iraq’s National Security Advisor Qassim al-Araji 
also said Iraq is serious about implementing the 
security agreement between the two countries.

Al-Araji is accompanied by an Iraqi delegation, 
including Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 
Minister of Interior Reber Ahmed.

Iraqi Prime Minister and Commander-in-Chief 
Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani has called for the 
meeting in order to follow up on the security 
agreement between the two sides that aims to 
expel the Iranian-Kurdish militant forces from 
the country’s borders, a statement from the 
advisory read, Kurdistan 24 reported. 

Iraq’s top security officials have conducted 
several visits to the Kurdistan region for the 
same purpose, Kurdistan 24 reported.

The United Nations has also been part of the 
discussions.

Iran has previously bombarded the border 
areas and positions of the militant groups. 

According to Kurdistan 24, Kurdistan Region 
officials have said on many occasions that they 
do not allow any group to threaten Iranian 
national security from within the Kurdish region.

Should the Iraqi government fail to move the 
forces away from the border by Sept. 19, Tehran 
has forewarned it would resume its drone and 

artillery shelling against the positions of the 
Kurdish forces inside the Kurdistan region, which 
had witnessed rounds of attacks last year.

With the security agreement implemented to 
a large extent, Iran and Iraq appear to be heading 
toward an era of sustainable security, which is 
expected to pave the way for further economic 
benefits for Iran, Iraq, and the Iraqi Kurdistan 
region. The presence of Kurdish militant groups 
had been a major obstacle to such benefits. But 
now with the security situation stabilized in the 
Iraqi-Iraq border, new horizons for economic 
prosperity could be opened for both countries.

Iran’s security chief calls for tapping potential in 
Tehran-Baghdad ties

Ahmadian also pointed to various agreements 
between the two countries, especially in 
economic areas, saying, “There are abundant 
capacities to promote inclusive ties between two 
countries in different sectors and this entails 
great efforts to materialize them.”

For his part, Al-Araji said, “We will welcome 
and use any opportunity for developing and 
deepening Baghdad-Tehran ties.” 

Ahmadian also thanked the Iraqi government 
for organizing the “magnificent” Arbaeen rituals 
as well as the hospitality of the Iraqi people 
toward Iranian pilgrims.

Iran’s security chief also pointed to the political 
and cultural aspects of the Arabeen rituals, 
saying they have solidified amity between the 
Shias in Iran and Iraq.

This year more than 3 million Iranians visited 
Iraq to mark Arbaeen.

Iran urges Iraq to fully implement security pact

Frome Page 1   Following 
the footsteps of E3 who recently 
violated their obligations under 
UN Security Council Resolution 
2231 on Iran’s nuclear plan, the 
Israeli website, introducing Iran as 
the world threat, said “This threat 
targets the Middle East and Ukraine 
these days, but may go further 
afield. Iran, for instance, sent drone 
models to a defense expo in Serbia, 
according to recent reports, and 
it appears to be trying to sell the 
drones not only in Europe, but also 
in Asia, Africa and South America.”

Willing to retain the sanctions on 
Iran, the West looks for excuses not 
to lift them as it was announced 
by the EU’s chief diplomat Josep 
Borrell earlier last month that 
“They (France, Germany, UK) 
express their intent not to take 
the steps regarding the lifting of 
further sanction.”

Ridiculous expectation

The U.S. and its allies expect Iran 
to give up its defense program 
while the country has faced serious 
threats. 

In his recent speech at the UN 
General Assembly, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
addressed Iran and threatened 
to use nuclear weapons against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
which was reacted by Iran’s 
ambassador to the UN, Amir 
Saeid Iravani who sent a letter 
of complaint to the UN secretary 
general and the presidents of 
the General Assembly and the 

Security Council, expressing 
strong condemnations toward 
Netanyahu’s threats. 

On September 10, the Director 
of the Zionist regime’s spy agency 
David Barnea threatened the Iranian 
officials with “assassination.”

“The time has come to make Iran 
pay in a different manner,” said 
Barnea while showing the pictures 
of the Iranian officials. 

Zionists threaten, Zionists 
assassinate 

Majid Shahriari was 
assassinated in a terrorist 
operation by the Zionist regime on 
Monday, December 29, 2010. 

After his martyrdom, Philip 
Giraldi, a former officer of the CIA 
admitted on November 28, 2010, 
that the American spy agencies 
along with the Zionist regime, 
and the terrorist group MKO 
cooperated to assassinate an 

Iranian nuclear scientist.

The senior fellow and director of 
research at the Washington Institute 
Patrick Clawson, considered the 
assassination of Iran’s nuclear 
scientists one of the ways to 
confront Iran and said: “Terror is the 
way ahead US.”

On January 11, 2012, Mostafa 
Ahmadi Roshan, a nuclear 
scientist, was assassinated in 
Tehran after leaving his home 
at 8:30 in the morning by a 
bomb that was attached by a 
motorcyclist to his car.

On January 12, 2010, Masoud 
Ali-mohammadi, a physics 
professor at Tehran University, 
was assassinated.

Dariush Rezainejad, 35, was 
the next victim of sinister plots. 
He was shot dead before the 
eyes of his wife and little girl on 
July 23, 2011, by armed men on a 

motorcycle in front of his home in 
east Tehran. 

Mohsen Fakhri-zadeh, who 
is known as the father of 
Iran’s nuclear program, was 
assassinated on November 27, 
2020. He was the only Iranian 
scientist that Netanyahu said on 
April 30, 2018 “Remember this 
name: Fakhri-zadeh.”

Sanction not a solution but an 
excuse

“The fact that there have been 
numerous rounds of sanctions 
on the drone program already 
illustrates that it may not be 
effective yet,” stated the article 
introducing sanctions as useless 
toward stopping Iran’s progress. 
Yet the homegrown and localized 
technology of Iran is the reason for 
immunizing the country toward the 
imposed sanctions.      

By Alireza Akbari

Drones, the West’s newest 
excuse for Iranophobia

TEHRAN – Iranian Intelligence 
Minister Esmail Khatib offered new 
details about the recently foiled plot 
to simultaneously attack several 
places in Iran.

He said during the Arbaeen 
ceremony, there was a plot to 
detonate 30 bombs in Tehran 
simultaneously. The bombings were 

planned to hit Arbaeen processions 
and other public spaces. Ticking 
bombs were used that could be 
remotely detonated via a mobile 
phone, Khatib said. 

“With this, the enemies were 
seeking to produce corpses. 
They even prepared statements 
in advance stating that these 

casualties were revenge for the 
killings that took place during the 
[2022] unrest. They wanted to 
attribute that to the Establishment,” 
Khatib said. 

He pointed out that many of 
those arrested in that regard 
were members of the Takfiri and 
separatist groups trained in the 

countries of the region.

He also said that arms smuggling 
into Iran has sharply increased in 
recent months in a bid to foment 
unrest and insecurity.

The intelligence minister pointed 
out that the enemies set up bomb 
manufacturing workshops inside 
Iran, which all were busted.

Iran thwarted concerted bombing plot: minister

TEHRAN- The Iranian president has expressed 
satisfaction with the development of collaboration 
with China under a 25-year comprehensive plan, 
noting that their interaction has improved since 
Iran joined the SCO and BRICS.

Ebrahim Raisi made the remarks on Sunday 
as he congratulated his Chinese counterpart 
Xi Jinping on the National Day of the People’s 
Republic of China.

He described the 25-year comprehensive 
partnership as a beacon of future engagement 
and expressed pleasure with the progress in the 
implementation of the plan.

Collaboration between Beijing and Tehran 
on regional and global levels, particularly in the 
wake of Iran’s membership in BRICS and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, has opened 
up new opportunities for bilateral cooperation 
and multilateralism, Raisi pointed out.

The Iranian president also anticipated that 
with deeper engagement, bilateral, regional, and 
global cooperation between the two countries 
would expand in all areas.

China celebrates October 1 in observance 
of the declaration of the establishment of the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949.

SCO, BRICS open up new horizons for Iran-China ties, Raisi says 



From page 1   Analysts say cooperation 
among the threesome states exemplifies 
their indifference towards the United 
States-led campaign of sanctions that have 
similarly targeted them over their rejection 
of Washington’s efforts at regional and 
global dominance.

The cooperation also comes amid the 
ongoing illegal presence of U.S. forces in 
Syria, who are engaged in stealing the Arab 
country’s direly needed oil resources.

U.S. military trucks and tankers frequently 
carry tons of grain and crude oil from the 
northeastern Syrian province of Hasakah 
to the semi-autonomous Kurdistan region 
in northern Iraq as part of Washington’s 
systematic smuggling of basic commodities 
out of Syria.

The U.S. military has for long stationed 
its forces and equipment in northeastern 
Syria, with the Pentagon claiming that the 
deployment is aimed at preventing the 
oilfields in the area from falling into the 
hands of Daesh terrorists.

Damascus, however, maintains that 
the deployment is meant to plunder the 
country’s natural resources.

Former U.S. President Donald Trump 
admitted on several occasions that American 
forces were in the Arab country for its oil 
wealth.

TEHRAN - The board of representatives of 
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) held their 
fourth meeting in the new tenure on Sunday, 
the ICCIMA portal reported.

As reported by the ICCIMA portal, in the 
meeting, which was hosted by the Mashad 
Chamber of Commerce in Khorasan Razavi 
Province, ICCIMA board members including 
Head of the Mashhad Chamber of Commerce 
Mohammadreza Tavakolizadeh discussed the 
country’s latest economic developments.

Speaking at the gathering, Tavakolizadeh 
pointed to the decrease in the role of the 
private sector in the economy’s added value 
creation, saying: “The share of the private 
sector in creating the country’s added value 

has decreased from 47.3 percent in [the Iranian 
calendar year] 1397 (ended in late March 2019) 
to 15-20 percent in the current year.”

“We must plan to increase the role of the 
private sector in the economy; Because the 
only way to improve the country’s economy 
is to increase the role of the private sector,” 
he stressed.

TEHRAN - TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 17,374 points 
(0.83 percent) to 2,067,159 on Sunday, the 
continue the current week’s downward trend.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. The 
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and 
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Ehsan Asgari, a stock market analyst, said 
that the government’s measures for reducing 
the risks of trade in the capital market can help 
improve the market’s trend in the long term.

“Now, in the stock market, we are witnessing 

a reduction in the risks threatening stock 
market transactions, which can have an impact 
on the improvement of market trend,” Asgari 
told in mid-August.

TEHRAN - The 16th Iran-Belarus Joint 
Economic Committee meeting is scheduled 
to be held in Tehran on October 9-10, the 
portal of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO) reported.

In a meeting between TPO Head Mehdi 
Zeyghami and Belarusian Ambassador to the 
Islamic Republic Dmitry Koltsov on Sunday, the 
two sides discussed the preparations for the 
holding of the mentioned meeting.

The officials also discussed the upcoming 
visit of the Iranian first vice president to 
Belarus, as well as the trip of a Belarusian 
delegation to Tehran to attend the joint 
committee meeting.

The establishment and activities of 
Iran’s technology and innovation houses 
in Belarus, the issuance of tourist visas for 
Iranians, the export of knowledge-based 
products, the establishment of the Minsk 
tractor production line in Iran, and the 
establishment of direct flights between Iran 
and Belarus were also among the subjects 
explored during the meeting.

The 15th Iran-Belarus Joint Economic 
Committee meeting was held in late July 
2022 in Minsk.

The meeting was co-chaired by Iranian 
Minister of Industry, Mining and Trade Reza 
Fatemi-Amin and Minister of Industry of 
the Republic of Belarus Parkhomchik Petr 
Aleksandrovich.

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s 
non-oil trade reached $54.6 
billion in the first six months 
of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21-September 21), 
the head of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA) said.

According to Mohammad 
Rezvanifar, the value of the 
Islamic Republic’s non-oil trade 
in the first half of the current 
Iranian year increased by 4.84 
percent compared to the same 
period last year, IRNA reported.

In terms of weight, the 
country’s foreign trade reached 
82.3 million tons which was 
23.78 percent more than the 
figure for the previous year’s 
first half.

Iran exported 67.7 million tons 
of non-oil commodities worth 
$24.144 billion in the mentioned 
six months. The export of non-
oil commodities in H1 increased 
by 29 percent in terms of weight.

Meanwhile, some 17.6 million 

tons of goods valued at $30.443 
billion were imported into the 
country in the said period, 
indicating an 11.62-percent rise 
in terms of value, and a 6.89 
percent increase in terms of 
weight, year on year.

The average value of each ton 
of exported goods in the first six 
months of the current year was 
$356 and the average value of 
each ton of imported goods was 

$1,729.

Iran’s top export destination 
during this period was China with 
$6.9 billion worth of imports 
from the Islamic Republic, 
followed by Iraq with $4.5 billion, 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
with over $3.0 billion, Turkey 
with $2.4 billion, and India with 
$1.1 billion.

Liquefied natural gas, liquid 
propane, and liquid butane were 

the top exported items in the 
said six months.

Meanwhile, the country’s top 
five sources of imports in the 
first half of the current year 
were the UAE with $9.0 billion, 
China with $8.8 billion, Turkey 
with $3.3 billion, Germany with 
$1.1 billion, and India with $987 
million worth of imports.

Corn, smartphones, soybeans, 
sunflower seed oil, and rice were 
the top imported items in the 
period under review.

As previously announced by 
IRICA, the value of Iran’s non-
oil exports during the first five 
months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21- August 
22) reached $19.3 billion.

Based on IRICA data, Iran 
exported about 55.9 million 
tons of non-oil goods valued at 
$19.3 billion in the mentioned 
five months, registering an 
8.55-percent decline in value 
and a 26.56 percent rise in terms 
of weight, IRNA reported.

TEHRAN – U.S. senators and Western media 
have confirmed the increase in Iran’s oil production 
and exports despite sanctions over the past two 
years, Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji has said.

Production and exports of oil products and 
gas condensates are on the rise thanks to the 
unflinching efforts of the Oil Ministry’s staff, 
Shana quoted the minister as saying.

The Statistical Center of Iran (SCI) and the 
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) registered 19.8 
percent and 16.4 percent economic growth 
for the domestic oil and gas industry in spring 
2023, respectively, revealing the great efforts 
made in upstream and downstream sectors, 
the minister noted.

Back in September, Bloomberg had reported 
that Iran’s oil exports continued their upward 
trend in August to reach 1.85 million barrels 
per day (bpd).

Citing TankerTrackers.com which provides data 
on oil cargoes to governments, insurers and other 
institutions, the report noted that the increase in 
Iranian shipments comes in the same month that 
key OPEC+ producers Saudi Arabia and Russia 
kept a lid on their own oil exports in a bid to 
tighten the market, the report said.

According to the TankerTrackers data, Iranian 
crude exports topped two million barrels a day in 
the first 20 days of August, the highest this year.

Iran has been steadily ramping up its oil 
production and exports this year, finding buyers 
for its supplies in Asia. The country’s production 
is now at the highest level since a ban on its 
exports kicked in five years ago, with U.S. officials 
privately acknowledging they’ve gradually relaxed 
enforcement on some of the measures.

Earlier that month, SVB International, 
an energy consultant, estimated Iran’s oil 
production in August to be 3.15 million bpd, 
the highest since 2018.

“Iran is on the path to recover its pre-sanctions 
oil production,” said SVB’s Sara Vakhshouri, 
Business Recorder reported.

Analysts believe the higher exports of Iranian 
crude oil appear to be the result of the Islamic 
Republic’s success in evading U.S. sanctions.

Also in August, Bloomberg reported that 
China’s oil imports from Iran were soaring in 
August so that the shipments were expected to 
reach 1.5 million bpd, the highest since 2013.

Citing estimates from data intelligence firm 
Kpler, Blomberg put China’s imports of Iranian 
oil during the January-July 2023 period at 
917,000 bpd on average.

In late July, Kpler said that Iran’s oil shipments 
to China have more than tripled over the past 
three years despite the U.S. sanctions on the 
country and the increase in Russia’s shipments 
to the Asian country.

According to the data analyzing firm, Iranian 
crude exports to its major trade partner have 
been hovering around one million bpd in 2023, 
while the figure was roughly 325,000 bpd in 2020.

Also, the International Energy Agency (IEA) in 
a recent report titled “Oil 2023” confirmed Iran’s 
daily export of one million barrels of oil to China, 
saying: “Despite severe financial restrictions, 
Iran managed to increase its crude oil production 
by about 140,000 barrels per day in 2022 to an 
average of 2.5 million barrels per day. It seems 
that Tehran has maintained its crude sales to 

China, which has been around one million barrels 
per day since the third quarter of last year.”

Earlier in April, Bloomberg reported that 
“Chinese private refineries are buying more 
Iranian oil despite the rising competition for 
supplies from Russia.”

“So-called teapots are prioritizing the 
flows, with Russian supplies getting pricier 
as mainstream buyers such as state-owned 
Chinese refiners and Indian processors take a 
greater share,” the report read.

In March, China’s imports of Iranian crude 
and condensate jumped 20 percent month-
on-month to 800,000 barrels a day, and are 
on track to extend gains in coming months, 
Emma Li, an analyst with data intelligence 
firm Vortexa Ltd told Bloomberg that month.

While Iranian oil has long been sanctioned 
by the U.S., refiners in China have proved to be 
a consistent outlet.

Most Iranian oil used to go to state-
owned refineries but “the private refiners 
in Shandong especially are now running the 
show,” said Homayoun Falakshahi, senior 
crude oil analyst at Kpler.

TEHRAN- Transit of commodities 
through Kermanshah province, in 
the west of Iran, increased by 87 
percent during the first five months 
of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-August 22), as compared 
to the same period of time in the 
past year, according to a provincial 
official.

Ali-Asghar Abbaszadeh, an 
official with the province’s Customs 
Department, announced that 
1,131,715 tons of products were 
transited via the province during the 
five-month period.

Putting the value of transited 
commodities at $385,186,383, the 
official said that the figure shows 34 
percent growth year on year.

As previously announced by 
the Ministry of Transport and 
Urban Development, the transit of 
commodities through Iran increased 
by 5.4 percent during the first 
five months of the current Iranian 
calendar year. 

As reported, 6.2 million tons of 
products were transited via the 
country’s roads and railways during 
the five-month period.

As previously announced by the 
Iranian deputy transport minister, 
10.8 million tons of commodities 
were transited through the country 
in the past Iranian calendar year 
1401 (ended on March 20).

Shahriyar Afandizadeh also 
announced that Iran registered a 
new record high with the transit of 
8.3 million tons of non-oil goods in 
1401, adding that 2.5 million tons of 

oil products were also transited via 
the country in the previous year.

“Considering the transit of 7.5 
million tons of non-oil goods in 1400, 
we have seen a 10.7-percent growth 
in the transit of this type of goods in 
1401 compared to the previous year”, 
the official said.

“In 1401, we witnessed important 
developments and achievements in 
the strategic and operational areas of 
the country’s transit, whose definitive 
effects will be seen gradually and 
steadily on the growth of transit from 
the country in 1402 and the coming 
years”, the deputy transport minister 
further highlighted.

Afandizadeh then explained: “In line 
with the activation and development 
of the North-South International 
Transport Corridor, in a tripartite 
meeting in last September between 
the high-ranking officials of our 
country and the Russian Federation 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan in Baku, 
while aiming to achieve the transit of 
15 million tons of goods through this 
corridor by 2030, agreements were 
reached in the field of strengthening 
the cooperation of the three countries 
in joint investment and financing, the 
completion and development of key 
infrastructures and their exploitation, 
especially the construction of the 

Rasht-Astara railway line, facilitating 
cross-border traffic of goods and 
increasing the quality and quantity 
of this traffic”, adding that the 
implementation of these agreements 
is being followed up.

He went on to say, “One of the 
most important events last year 
was Iran’s full membership in the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO). In a short period of time after 
the meeting of the heads of Shanghai 
in September 1401 in Samarkand, 
the first six-party meeting of the 
transport ministers of Iran and the 
countries of Central Asia, in addition 
to Russia and Azerbaijan was held 
in Tehran in October 1401 with the 
goal of achieving 20-million tons 
of annual transit between Iran 
and Central Asian countries, as 
an area with a very high role and 
importance in east-west and north-
south transit, especially after the 
recent regional and international 
developments, which was approved 
by the members.”

This year, the issue of transit and 
playing a role in major programs 
such as those related to China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative, Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO), and 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 
is one of the main priorities of the 
Transport Ministry in developing 
transport relations with regional 
and extra-regional target countries, 
the deputy transport minister noted.

After seven years of reduction 
in the transit of goods from the 
country, the growth path of transit 

resumed in the past Iranian calendar 
year 1400 (ended on March 20, 
2022) and with the passage of 12.65 
million tons of goods through Iran, a 
growth of 68 percent was achieved.

The policy of paying attention to 
neighbors and developing political 
and economic relations with 
neighboring countries in the current 
government, increasing attention 
to road and rail routes in the world, 
and the efforts and cooperation of 
transportation and trade-related 
organizations in establishing or 
activating corridors through the 
country has led to significant growth 
in transit of goods through Iran.

Iran is one of the countries 
with a special status in trade and 
transit relations due to its strategic 
location and special geography, as 
the country is the passage of several 
important international corridors.

Considering its geographical 
location, Iran can play a significant 
role in the transit of goods in the 
region and benefit a lot from its 
status in this due.

Paying attention to upstream 
documents, especially the country’s 
development plans, and the 
government’s decision to develop 
transit, paying special attention 
to infrastructure development, 
reducing transit time, making it 
cheaper to cross Iran and making 
more advantages over competitors, 
due to the short path for customers, 
can lead to facilitating the 
development of transit so that 
the country can reach the desired 
growth in this due.
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Iran, Venezuela, Syria ink tripartite deal 
to construct refinery in Homs

Recent economic developments 
discussed at ICCIMA board meeting

TEDPIX drops over 17,000 points on 
Sunday

Iran, Belarus to hold 16th Joint Economic 
Committee meeting next week

U.S. admits to rise in Iran’s oil output, exports: Oji

Transit of goods via Kermanshah province rises 87% in 5 months on year

Iran’s non-oil trade exceeds $54b in H1



New payment system would be another step toward multilateralism 

INTERNATIONAL
S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

OCTOBER 2, 2023

TEHRAN TIMES 5

Kurdish PKK claims 
responsibility for 
Ankara suicide 
bombing

The Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), listed 
as a terror group by Turkey and its Western 
allies, has claimed responsibility for a suicide 
bombing in the Turkish capital of Ankara on 
Sunday that injured two police officers.

“A sacrificial action was carried out against 
the Turkish Interior Ministry by a team from our 
Immortal Brigade,” the PKK told the ANF news 
agency, which is close to the Kurdish movement.

The powerful explosion outside the interior 
ministry, which was followed by large flames, 
was heard several kilometres from the site of 
the attack.

The targeted district is home to several 
other ministries and the Turkish parliament, 
which reopened as planned in the afternoon 
with an address from Erdogan.

The PKK has been waging a deadly insurgency 
against Ankara for four decades.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
that “terrorists” will never achieve their aims, 
hours after a blast near the parliament in Ankara.

“The villains who threaten the peace and 
security of citizens have not achieved their 
objectives and will never achieve them,” 
Erdogan told the parliament.

The interior ministry said two attackers 
arrived in a commercial vehicle around 9:30 
am (0630 GMT) in front of “the entrance gate 
of the General Directorate of Security of our 
Ministry of the Interior and carried out a bomb 
attack.”

“One of the terrorists blew himself up. The 
other was killed by a bullet to the head before 
he had a chance to blow himself up,” Interior 
Minister Ali Yerlikaya said in a press statement 
outside the ministry.

UN mission arrives 
in Nagorno-
Karabakh for first 
visit in 30 years
An Azerbaijani presidency spokesman 

told AFP that a “UN mission arrived 
in Karabakh on Sunday morning” – mainly to 
assess humanitarian needs.

It marks the first time in about 30 years 
that the international body has gained access 
to the region.

Armenian separatists, who had controlled 
the region for three decades, agreed to 
disarm, dissolve their government and 
reintegrate with Baku following a one-day 
Azerbaijani offensive last week.

France has lashed out at Azerbaijan for 
only allowing the mission in after most 
residents had already fled.

The end of Karabakh’s separatist bid dealt 
a heavy blow to a centuries-old dream by 
Armenians of reuniting what they say are 
their ancestral lands, divided among regional 
powers since the Middle Ages.

Nearly all of Karabakh’s estimated 120,000 
residents fled the territory over the following 
days, sparking a refugee crisis.

Nazeli Baghdasaryan, spokeswoman of 
the Armenian prime minister, said “100,483 
forcefully displaced persons arrived 
in Armenia” by Sunday morning.

She said 45,516 refugees were now in 
temporary accommodation.

Nightclub fire kills 
13 in Spain
At least 13 people have died in a fire at a 

nightclub in the south-eastern city of Murcia, 
Spain.

The blaze broke out in the Fonda Milagros 
nightclub in the Atalayas area, at around 06:00 
local time (04:00 GMT).

Video shared online showed flames raging 
above the building and thick, dark smoke 
pouring out of its windows.

Emergency services are looking for people 
who are missing and were in the premises at 
the time.

They have warned the number of victims 
could still rise.

Diego Seral, of the national police, told 
Spanish TV channel RTE that the whereabouts 
of 15 people were still unknown. He had earlier 
said “substantial structural damage” caused 
the collapse of the nightclub.

Fierce fighting 
erupts after rebels 
kill ‘more than 80 
soldiers’ in Mali
Fierce fighting has broken out in northern 

Mali with Tuareg rebels saying they have taken 
control of the town of Bamba from the army.

It comes after the separatist fighters said they 
had killed more than 80 soldiers in the centre of the 
country.

The government confirmed an army base in the 
Mopti region had been targeted on Thursday, but 
gave no details.

The upsurge in violence comes as UN 
peacekeepers, deployed to Mali in 2013, withdraw 
on the orders of the junta.

Thursday’s raid on the town of Dioura is the 
most southerly one since Tuareg rebels renewed 
hostilities in August after the collapse of a 2015 
peace deal.

This has coincided with growing violence from 
Islamist militant groups, despite the deployment 
in December 2021 of Russian Wagner Group 
mercenaries.

The army had already been targeted in Bamba 
earlier in September by al-Qaeda-linked jihadists.

In a social media post, the military said the clashes 
in Bamba on Sunday had begun at 06:00, describing 
them as “intense”. It did not name the fighters 
involved, only describing them as “terrorists”.

With China’s help, 
Indonesia is launching 
Southeast Asia’s first 
bullet train
Indonesia is launching Southeast Asia’s first-ever 

bullet train on Sunday, a high-speed rail service line 
that will connect two of the country’s largest cities.

Part of China’s Belt and Road infrastructure 
initiative and largely funded by Chinese state-owned 
firms, the $7.3 billion project opened to the public on 
Sunday, following a series of delays and setbacks.

The train will travel between the capital Jakarta 
and Bandung in West Java, Indonesia’s second-
largest city and a major arts and culture hub.

The 86-mile (138-kilometer) high-speed rail 
line, officially named WHOOSH – which stands 
for “time saving, optimal operation, reliable 
system” in Indonesian – runs on electricity with 
no direct carbon emissions and travels at a speed 
of roughly 217 miles per hour – cutting travel time 
between Jakarta and Bandung from three hours 
to under less than an hour, officials say.

Overseen by the joint state venture PT 
Kereta Cepat Indonesia China (PT KCIC), the 
train travels between the Halim railway station 
in East Jakarta and Padalarang railway station 
in West Bandung, and is well connected to local 
public transport systems.

The trains, modified for Indonesia’s tropical 
climate, are equipped with a safety system that 
can respond to earthquakes, floods and other 
emergency conditions, officials added.

WORLD HEADLINES

Ukraine asked its Western allies last month 
for help in carrying out long-range missile 
attacks against Iran and Syria, British media 
outlet The Guardian reported, citing a secret 
document submitted to the G7 group of 
nations by Kyiv.

The secret document “appeals for long-
range missiles to attack [drone] production 
sites in Russia, Iran, and Syria,” the outlet 
writes, adding that “Iran has already 
diversified its production through the use 
of a Syrian factory delivering to the Russian 

port of Novorossiysk.”

Ukraine has been lobbying for “missile 
strikes on the production plants of these 
UAVs in Iran, Syria, as well as on a potential 
production site in the Russian federation,” 
the document reads. 

“The above may be carried out by the 
Ukrainian defense forces if partners provide 
the necessary means of destruction.”

Tehran has repeatedly denied that it 
has sent drones to Russia for use against 
Ukrainian forces. However, it has admitted to 

making drone deliveries to Russia before the 
war began. 

Last year, Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian said that Tehran and Kyiv 
had agreed to hold a meeting to discuss the 
drone issue diplomatically, but that the US 
and its allies sabotaged the meeting.

In May, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky drafted and submitted a law 
to Ukraine’s parliament calling for the 
imposition of sanctions against Iran for a 
period of 50 years. 

Ukraine asked Western allies to bomb Syria, Iran: Guardian

China’s rail ambitions just 
keep growing.

The latest addition to 
the country’s portfolio is a 
277-kilometer (172-mile) high-
speed train line along the 
southeastern coast, connecting 
the cities of Zhangzhou, Xiamen 
and Fuzhou, all three of which 
are in Fujian province.

The maximum speed of the 
trains along this route is 350 
kilometers (217 miles) per hour, 
according to China Railway, the 
state railway operator.

The first train on this 

line debuted on Thursday, 
September 28, departing from 
Fuzhou, the province’s capital, at 
9:15 a.m.

The new railway currently has 
84 bridges and 29 tunnels, plus 
20 km (12 miles) of track that 
goes over the sea, making it the 
country’s first over-water bullet 
train.

China Railway says that it 
used intelligent robots and 
environmentally friendly 
corrosion-resistant steel to build 
out the overwater rail sections.

The new line is just one 

of many infrastructure 
projects touted by the Chinese 
government in 2016, when the 
“Eight Horizontal and Eight 
Vertical” rail initiative was 

announced. State-run media 
outlet Xinhua notes that ground 
transportation in Fujian province 
has been challenging due to its 
mountainous terrain.

China debuts its first overwater high-speed train

From page 1   Siluanov said 
the bloc is focused on “removing 
all ties from the West to the 
Southeast” in a growing trend 
that will “persist in the future.”

Experts say the West led by 
the United States and its closest 
Western allies has led to such a 
plan.

Analysts have been saying the 
world is swiftly evolving from the 
unipolar system to a multipolar 
one where the U.S. dollar as 
the world reserve currency will 
gradually see a decline in value 
and appeal. 

This process won’t happen 
overnight, but the proposals 
to have, for instance, a BRICS 
currency is viable, which is in the 
interests of BRICS members to 
avoid being subject to the U.S. 
dollar domination. 

SWIFT is a component of the 
global banking system and 
is used by banks to securely 
send and receive financial 
transactions, but critics have 
accused the United States of 
abusing the system, depriving 
other countries and companies 
of legally trading with each other. 

During the last BRICS summit 
In August, South Africa’s finance 
minister said a BRICS-based 
payments system would aim 
to strengthen trade in local 
currencies as opposed to the U.S. 
dollar, but noted that it would 
not be a competitor to SWIFT. 

Brazil has also strongly pushed 
for a common currency to be 
used in transactions between 
member states.  

Analysts say the idea is a 
logical process in the face of 
what has been taking place in the 
world. 

At the present time, the United 
States is a major absorber of 
capital internationally but it is 
in so much debt that it is unable 
to finance its own investment by 
itself. 

The U.S. is increasingly 
dependent on the survival of its 
own economy from the financial 
intake and investments of other 
countries. Money that belongs to 
other countries and which can be 
invested domestically and help 
develop the domestic services 
of nations, rather than being 
sent to the U.S., where it is being 
invested on the basis of “faith”. 

That faith is now slowly 
eroding thanks to Washington’s 

disastrously domestic and 
hawkish foreign policies. 

Essentially, what Washington 
has been doing is calling on other 
nations to invest their funds in 
the United States and develop 
America’s economy. 

But today, that appears 
to be something that is not 
very much in the interests of 
the international community 
anymore. 

BRICS, on the other hand, 
is developing a win-win 
relationship between countries. 

With China being the largest 
economy, Beijing is also a 
massive exporter of funds, which 
enables it to assist other BRICS 
members. 

The members of BRICS - Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South 
Africa - as well as the six new 
invited members - Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Ethiopia, Egypt, Argentina 
and the UAE - do not necessarily 
have the same system of 
governance.

As it happens, there are 
differences between some of the 
members. 

What they do have in common 
is an interest to focus on the 
expansion of their own national 
development rather than having 
their assets being held in the 
United States, a country that 
has proven to be an unreliable 
partner over the past decades. 

New developing alliances 
and initiatives such as BRICS, 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization or the Belt and Road 
Initiative are a breath of fresh air 

for the dozens of countries that 
have become members of such 
organizations or expressed an 
interest in becoming a member. 

Critics accuse the U.S. of 
weaponizing its dollar as well as 
weaponizing the SWIFT payment 
system, which will sooner 
rather than later backfire on 
Washington. 

If the U.S. had been neutral in 
its foreign economic policy, it 
would not have been facing any 
challenges, but the U.S. failed to 
do so. 

Washington has used its dollar 
as a tool to force other countries 
to change their policies in line 
with that of the U.S. or face heavy 
punishment. The latest evidence 
of this is the Ukraine war. 

But there are too many 
examples, which has made the 
U.S. dollar both dangerous and a 
threat to international peace and 
security. 

Analysts have accused global 
financial institutions, such as 
SWIFT, the World Bank, and the 
International Monetary Fund of 
serving U.S. interests. 

Weaponizing the SWIFT system 
and the U.S. dollar, in essence, 
is unilateral U.S. sanctions?, 
which affect not only countries 
that are subject to America’s 
illegal sanction regime but 
international entities who are 
hit with sanctions for breaking 
unilateral U.S. sanctions, where, 
in fact, they are trading legally 
under international law. 

This is why experts argue 
that the matter is urgent and 
has been recognized by many 

in the international community, 
including the U.S. allies who do 
not speak about the issue in 
public for fear of U.S. backlash. 

BRICS is being seen as 
one of the most important 
organizations to counter this.

It is natural that every country 
puts its interests first, but every 
country takes exception to being 
put under economic pressure 
by Washington to readjust their 
own foreign policy agenda. 

As a result, experts say it would 
be natural for a shift away from 
trading in the U.S. dollar that will 
see different countries forging 
closer and warmer relationships. 

Experts argue that the process 
of de-dollarization will happen at 
some point, just like the British 
sterling was the global reserve 
currency before being taken over 
from that capacity by the U.S. 
dollar. 

The U.S. has major domestic 
problems and major international 
problems by meddling in the 
affairs of other states, which has 
seen its credibility decline. 

At the same time, America 
has a national debt of at least 
$33 trillion, which is growing 
every year, making investors 
increasingly skeptical about 
putting their investments in U.S. 
treasury bonds. 

Russia has reportedly stated 
that BRICS is currently in 
discussion with BRICS members 
to create its own answer to 
SWIFT. This would present yet 
another opportunity for the bloc 
to create a multilateral world. 

BRICS considering 
alternative to SWIFT 



TEHRAN—The paternal house 
of Jalal Al-e Ahmad, who was 
a prominent Iranian novelist, 
short-story writer, translator, and 
philosopher of the 20th century, 
has undergone restoration, prom-
ising a new cultural center for 
Tehran is on the horizon.

The two-story house might be a 
must-visit destination for culture 
travelers and a favorite hangout 
for literature enthusiasts who 
may conjure up the early life of 
Al-e Ahmad in its every corner.

Located in the historical Sange-
laj neighborhood of the Iranian 
capital, the house has been reg-
istered in Iran National Heritage 
List. The property is currently 
owned by the national fund for the 
restoration and utilization of his-
torical and cultural monuments.

In 2020, the house was put up 
for auction to be restored and 
transformed into a center for cul-
tural events, Mehr reported.

Mahboubeh Kazemi Doulabi, a 
cultural developer, took on the re-
sponsibility of restoring and uti-
lizing the property. However, upon 
receiving the house, she discov-
ered that it lacked basic amenities 
such as water, electricity, and gas. 
Moreover, it was filled with gar-
bage and, on top of that, around 15 
drug addicts had turned the his-
toric house into a place for drug 
exchange.

On May 18, 2021, the house was 
entrusted under unsuitable con-
ditions. Additionally, it lacked in-
stalled water and electricity me-
ters for an entire year thereafter. 
All this was even though Kazemi 
Doulabi was supposed to bring 
the house to a state in which cul-
tural events could take place.

However, due to infrastructural 
inadequacies, delays from resto-
ration funds, and addicts residing 
on the premises, the process has 
been prolonged. It wasn’t until 
January 2023, when Kazemi Dou-
labi received official confirmation 
that she could begin restoration 
work. Her efforts finally began in 
March 2023 and are still ongoing.

The restoration process is 
being carried out meticulous-
ly and diligently. Over time, the 
house has undergone many al-
terations—from experiencing 
flooding reported by neighbors 
to a persistent humidity problem 
threatening its structural integ-
rity. The house has also attracted 

diverse crowds, ranging from ce-
lebrities to drug addicts who con-
sidered it their home.

The house has witnessed ce-
ment or plaster applied over its 
walls. However, the current res-
toration team is painstakingly re-
moving these additional layers to 
get to the original bricks beneath. 
They are also sanding and clean-
ing them. Some original bricks 
have been replaced, while others 
have been rearranged to preserve 
the house’s authentic appearance.

The team of restorers and de-
signers has made good use of 
photographs, manuscripts, let-
ters, and storybooks among other 
resources to recreate the atmo-
sphere of Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s pres-
ence.

“Jalal’s family has been very 
helpful. They inform us about 
loose parts of the house or cov-
ered pipes. We will have more pic-
tures soon,” Kazemi Doulabi says.

She adds, “If there has been a 
delay in restoring this house, it 
is because we have been waiting 
for approvals right from the start. 
They did not inform us that there 
was no electricity or water here.”

The water department, accord-
ing to her, insisted on providing 
an ownership document to install 
a meter, while the ownership of 
the house lies with the Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage.

Kazemi Doulabi also points out 
that removing the addicts from 
the premises took time.

“Plus, we prioritize quality over 
speed when it comes to resto-
ration work. While plastering 
could have saved us time, we 
didn’t want to rush through the 
project.”

After a tour of the different 
parts of the house, Kazemi Doulabi 
mentions, “When Master Jazayeri 
restored the doors of the house, 
we got to their original greenish 
turquoise color, and they will be 
painted this very same color.”

With approval from experts at 
the restoration fund, the resto-
ration team demolished an addi-
tional room built on top of a porch 
due to its collapsed roof and lack 
of any historic value.

“In return, we restored an ex-
isting balcony from 1931. Sever-
al wells in the house were also 
restored, while 
the one that had 
collapsed was 
closed off and 
a new one was 
dug,” the cultural 
developer says.

She continues, 
“I saw this house 
back in 2017, but 
a suitable use for 
it was not defined 
then. But now, 
with its reception 
purposes in mind, 
parts of the yard 
under Jalal’s room and balcony 
could be turned into a café, and 
the house’s 27 spaces could be 
utilized for cultural activities.”

She suggests that Jalal’s room 
could serve as accommodation 
for artists or writers who wish to 
engage in creative pursuits such 
as writing books or screenplays 
“from morning till night.”

Other sections can be desig-
nated as meeting halls or used for 
book launches, cultural and edu-
cational workshops, etc.

“This house is one of those rare 
houses that have a wind catcher, 
so we plan to restore that as well,” 
she says.

The cultural developer adds, 
“We have also discussed with 
vendors in the neighborhood that 
the shutters of their shops should 
be painted by a team of artists to 
transform this alley into a street 
gallery. These painted shutters 
could even be illuminated. We 
pitched the idea to the municipali-
ty, and they all agreed.”

Kazemi Doulabi believes that 
those who invest their resourc-
es in historical houses should 
not be labeled as mere investors 
because, from an economic and 
investment standpoint, restor-
ing these houses may not always 
yield returns. These individuals 
are cultural developers who allo-
cate more than estimated costs 
towards preserving such build-
ings.

Al-e Ahmad used a colloquial 
style in prose. In this sense, he 
is a follower of the Avant-Garde 
Persian novelists like Mohammad 
Ali Jamalzadeh. Since the sub-
jects of his works (novels, essays, 
travelogues, and ethnographic 
monographs) are usually cul-
tural, social, and political issues, 

symbolic rep-
resentat ions 
and sarcastic 
e x p r e s s i o n s 
are regular 
patterns in his 
books. A dis-
tinct charac-
teristic of his 
writings is his 
honest exam-
ination of sub-
jects, regard-
less of possible 
reactions from 
political, social, 
or religious 

powers. On invitation of Richard 
Nelson Frye, Al-e Ahmad spent 
a summer at Harvard University, 
as part of a Distinguished Visiting 
Fellowship program established 
by Henry Kissinger for supporting 
promising Iranian intellectuals.

Moreover, Al-e Ahmad rigor-
ously supported Nima Yushij (fa-
ther of modern Persian poetry) 
and had an important role in the 
acceptance of Nima’s revolution-
ary style. In “a short but prolific 
career”, his writings “came to fill 
over thirty-five volumes.”

TEHRAN—An archaeological team in eastern 
Iran has resumed works on a puzzling site, which 
previously yielded clues about people who lived 
6,000 years ago.

The team led by archaeologist Moham-
mad-Hossein Azizi Kharanaghi seeks to solve the 
mystery of human occupation in the site of Kale-
Kub, which is situated in Sarayan county of South 
Khorasan province.

Here, the team has found a very important pre-
historic cultural sequence that is incredible when 
it comes to eastern Iran.

Archaeologists have already discovered an early 
example of administrative management in east-
ern Iran. In the previous archaeological season 
conducted last year, the team found remnants of 
industrial architecture, adobe brick walls, and pot-
teries, which, according to Azizi Kharanaghi, offer 
evidence of social complexity and an administra-
tive management system.

Kale-Kub is one of the few historical sites in 
the region that has archeological evidence of the 
sequences of different cultures from the fifth to 
the second millennium BC, Azizi Kharanaghi, who 

leads the survey, explained.

As mentioned by Azizi Kharanaghi, two 
trenches were opened in 2018 to identify the 
stratigraphy of the high amount of beveled rim 
bowls in addition to other pottery styles be-
longing to the fourth millennium BC, which are 
already known in southwestern Iran.

The archaeologist has voiced hope that their 
studies would clarify the importance of the Kale-
Kub site for identifying the dispersal zone of “Bev-
eled rim bowl pottery style” through the classi-
fication and typology of the discovered potteries 
and then a comparison between the pottery style 
in this site with other sites related to this period.

“Also, we aim to trace the possible routes for 
this pottery style to the East and the interaction 
between the east and west of Iran. Pottery col-
lection from the excavation in Kale-Kub includes 
a high amount of beveled rim bowls, Banesh tray, 
and some other pottery styles which are well-
known from the fourth millennium BC such as 
nose handle and spouted wares.”

In modern Iran, these pottery styles are re-
ported from the southwest, central Zagros, 

central plateau, and southeast. Experts believe 
findings in Kale-Kub show the extension of this 
culture to the east part of Iran.

Inter-regional interactions had a significant ef-
fect on the movement of raw materials and pro-
duction in the extended area. Because of the geo-
graphical situation of Kale-Kub in the east of Iran 
and the existence of metal mines in the region, 
this site possibly appeared as a supplier place in 
the interaction networks for the southwest of Iran 
during the fourth millennium BC.

Digital passports are here! But 
only if you’re a Finn flying from Hel-
sinki to Britain.

In a world-leading pilot scheme 
by the Finnish Border Guard, travel-
ers on some Finnair flights can now 

slide quickly through border control 
by registering a digital version of 
their passport in advance,

Other destinations will be sure to 
follow the innovation-loving Nordic 
nation.

Just last week, Singapore’s Chan-
gi Airport announced that it’ll go 
passport-free in 2024. It’s another 
plum travel freedom for Singapor-
eans, who already enjoy visa-free 
and visa-on-demand access to 

more destinations than citizens of 
any other country or city-state. 

That’s why it tops a 2023 list of 
the world’s “most powerful” pass-
ports.

(Source: CNN) 

TEHRAN—A rarely seen calligraphic work 
created by Mir Emad, who is one of the most 
celebrated Persian calligraphers of all time, 
has been put on show at the UNESCO-de-
signed Golestan Palace in downtown Tehran.

Born Emad al-Molk Qazvini Hasani in Qazvin 
in 1554, Mir Emad was a talented Nasta’liq cal-
ligrapher who studied science and calligraphy 
in his hometown before traveling to Tabriz, 
the Hejaz, and various parts of the Ottoman 
Empire. Later, he returned to Iran and began 
working in the court of Shah Abbas I.

Mir Emad was known for his spirituality and 
mysticism, and this brought him to the atten-
tion of Shah Abbas. But then some envious 
people ruined his reputation in the court. As 
a result of this, he withdrew from the court to 

maintain his dignity.

Shah Abbas later ordered the coppersmith 
Maqsoud Beig to kill Mir Emad. He was bur-
ied in the Maqsoud Beig Mosque in Isfahan by 
Mirza Aboutorab, who was one of his students.

It is widely believed that no one has been 
able to rival Mir Emad in the Nasta’liq style 
of calligraphy over the past four centuries. In 
fact, his calligraphy has been a model for cal-
ligraphers for later periods.

Nasta’liq is one of the main calligraphic 
hands used to write the Perso-Arabic script. 
The curvy script was initially developed in Iran 
from Naskh beginning in the 13th century and 
remains very widely used in Iran, Afghanistan, 
India, Pakistan, and other countries for writ-
ten poetry and as a form of art.

TEHRAN—East Azarbaijan seeks to attract 
more foreign travelers, its deputy gover-
nor-general has said.

“This province can receive at least one mil-
lion foreign tourists [per annum], IRNA quoted 
Torab Mohammadi as saying on Saturday.

He said the number of foreign tourists vis-
iting attractions of the province remarkably 
soared over the past two years compared to 
the previous years.

“More than 170,000 foreign tourists from 
different countries and continents traveled 
to this province over the past two years. And, 
according to statistics, they had at least one 
overnight stay.”

Referring to the various attractions of this 
province, the official said that Tabriz (the pro-
vincial capital) is the only city in Iran that has 
more than 500 years of history as the [state] 
capital.

Soaked in history and dotted with splendid 
vibrant historical sites, Tabriz has countless 
attractions such as Azarbaijan Museum, Arg-e 
Tabriz, Poets’ Mausoleum, Elgoli Park, Shahri-
yar House Museum, Municipal Hall, St Mary’s 
Church, Qajar Museum, Constitution House, 
Khaqani Park, and Sarkis Church.

Tabriz has long been a place of cultural ex-
change since antiquity. Its UNESCO-registered 
bazaar complex gives reference to the city’s 

glorious past when it was a peak commercial 
center on the Silk Road. The northwestern city 
is also famous for having a rich Azeri culture, 
hospitable people, ubiquitous carpet shops, 
abundant public places, and an efficient 
transport system.

Moreover, the ancient city acted as a buffer 
between regional powers, the Persian and 
Ottoman empires in particular, for centuries. 
It became the capital of the Mongol Il-Khan 
Mahmud Gazan (1295–1304) and his succes-
sor. Timur (Tamerlane), a Turkic conqueror, 
took it in 1392. Some decades later, the Kara 
Koyunlu Turkmen made it their capital. It was 
when the famous Blue Mosque was built in Ta-
briz. Tabriz retained its administrative status 
under the Safavid dynasty until 1548, when 
Shah Tahmasp I relocated his capital west-
ward to Qazvin.

During the next two centuries, Tabriz 
changed hands several times between Persia 
and the Ottoman Empire. During World War I, 
the city was temporarily occupied by Turkish 
and then Soviet troops.

Over the course time, the pace of modern-
ization quickened in Tabriz when World War 
II came to an end, its manifestation can be 
traced by the emergence of widened streets, 
high-rise buildings, and public gardens 
adorned with fountains and pools, to name a 
few.

Researchers at the National Museum of Denmark 
using 3D scans have identified who carved the Jell-
ing Stone Runes, located in the town of Jelling, Den-
mark. The discovery shows that Queen Thyra was far 
more important than was previously assumed.

Today, the details of our individual writings, 
from the way we compose our letters to the pres-
sure we apply to pen and paper, can be used to 
define us. The same, it seems, is true for ancient 
runesmiths, which has allowed archaeologists to 
finally identify the person who carved the amazing 
Jelling stones in Denmark.

The Jelling stones are located in the town of Jell-
ing, near the eastern coast of Denmark. They consist 
of two massive stone monuments that date back to 
the 10th century CE. The oldest was erected by King 
Gorm the Old to honor his wife Thyra, while the sec-
ond stone was raised by his son, Harald Bluetooth 
to commemorate his parent’s memory. This second 
stone also contains intricate carvings that describe 
Harald’s achievements. It celebrates his conquest 
of Denmark and Norway and how he converted the 

Danes to Christianity.

Harald Bluetooth on the second stone describes 
himself as “that Haraldr who won for himself all of 
Denmark and Norway and made the Danes Christian.”

Featuring in every Danish passport, the Jelling 
Stone is known as the ‘birth certificate’ of Den-
mark.

3D scans of runestones enable researchers to 
gain a close-up view of traces of the carving pro-
cess. This means they can tell the carving tech-
nique of the different rune stones apart. Every 
experienced stonemason holds his chisel at a cer-
tain angle and strikes the hammer with a specific 
force: this is visible in the angle of the traces of 
the carving and the distance between them. The 
motor function developed in such work is individ-
ual. The name is Ravnunge-Tue. A runicist from 
the Viking Age, whose name is hardly well-known 
among the general public, but who, on the other 
hand, is quite well-known among professionals.

(Source: Arkeonews) 

Restorers have 
made good use 
of photographs, 

manuscripts, letters, 
and storybooks among 

other resources to 
recreate the atmosphere 

of Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s 
presence.
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Mir Emad’s rarely seen calligraphic 
work on show in Tehran

East Azarbaijan eyes hosting more 
foreign travelers

Using 3D scanners, archaeologists have identified 
the person who carved Jelling Stone Runes

Al-e Ahmad’s paternal house: a must-go, 
as soon as restoration ends

Clues about people lived 6,000 years ago puzzle 
archaeologists in eastern Iran

This country is the first in the world to introduce 
digital passports



Undoubtedly, the new Western lifestyle is one of 
the signs of the disintegration of this society. The in-
dicators of family breakup can be seen in the loss of 
the traditional roles of men and women as the heads 
of the family, the loss of mutual respect between 
children and parents, and finally the destruction of 
the most important social systems, the family.

Due to the change of lifestyle in the West 
and the exposure of people to a high volume 
of promiscuity, the desire to marry and start a 
family has generally decreased in Western soci-
eties. Since the West is currently suffering from 
economic pressures and psychological-moral 
identitylessness, the age of marriage and family 
formation has increased.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei in this regard in a meet-
ing with the panegyrists of the Ahlul Bayt on the 
occasion of the birthday anniversary of Hazrat 
Fatimah az-Zahra (PBUH) said, “I would like to 
stress that you should focus on the issue of the 
family at this point in time. The enemy – not the 
enemy of Iran and the Revolution, rather the 
enemy of humanity – has decided to destroy 
the foundation of family among human beings. 
Family is a divine tradition. The enemy of hu-
manity – in other words, international capital-
ism and Zionism – has decided to destroy family 
since approximately a hundred years ago. And 
they succeeded in certain places. They managed 
to do so in those places where the people had 
drifted away from God…” (February 26, 2019)

It is natural for people who are sexually promis-
cuous before marriage to cheat on their spouses 
after marriage. A large part of the young western 
generation, instead of having a stable relation-
ship, experience various temporary love affairs, 
and this causes them to be unable to maintain 
themselves in a stable and committed relation-
ship. As a result, they turn to relationships outside 
the family, and this issue itself causes the family’s 
position to weaken even more.

“These hard and late marriages, characterized 
with the small number of births, and what is re-
ferred to as “white marriages” – this ugly term 
which represents the darkest kinds of marriages 
– are all promoted in order to destroy the family 
foundation. The propagation of lustfulness and 
the destruction of modesty and sexual reserve are 

some of the enemy’s plans in the present time,” 
Ayatollah Khamenei noted. (February 26, 2019)

Cohabitation is another manifestation of moral 
corruption in the western society, which can be seen 
as a direct result of changing the lifestyle and its 
definition. This phenomenon is one of the accelerat-
ing factors of the collapse of the family in the West

Due to the weakening of the position of the 
church and the religiosity of the young generation 
in Western society, moral and religious criteria 
have also been neglected.

“Those who want to infiltrate in a country or so-
ciety, and control the culture of that society by im-
posing their own culture on them, will try to weak-
en the foundations of the family in that society, 
as one important strategy. This has been done in 
many countries, unfortunately. Men are made ir-
responsible, and women are made immoral,” Aya-
tollah Khamenei underlined in one of his speeches 
on March 9, 1998.

Another factor in the collapse of the family sys-
tem in the Western world is the promotion and 
spread of corrupt ideas in these societies, includ-
ing feminism. 

Feminism, which appeared at first to assert 
women’s rights and avoid seeing them as a tool, 
after a while turned into an approach which was 
against both men and the family. The extremism 
of feminists caused abnormal misogynist or su-
premacy-seeking thoughts to emerge among 
some men’s societies.

“…one of the factors which has undermined 
the Western ideological system and its spiritual 
domination is the increasing moral and spiritual 
crisis in the West. A clear sign of this crisis is that a 
feeling of absurdity, nothingness, desperation and 
psychological insecurity has been engendered in 
all Western people, particularly in youth. The foun-
dation of the family has shaken in the West. And 
these are the consequences. Western orientation 
towards the issue of women has caused intellec-
tuals, thinkers and broadminded personalities to 
seriously question feminism which was formed 
tens of years ago. These intellectuals and thinkers 
believed that feminism was a trap for women and 
that it created many obstacles for them. This is a 
long story,” the Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
said in a meeting with the chairman and members 
of the Assembly of Experts. (September 4, 2014)

TEHRAN  – The United Nations Convention 

on the Use of Electronic Communications in 

International Contracts has accepted the Is-

lamic Republic of Iran as an official member.

The United Nations Convention with a fo-
cus on the use of electronic communications 
in international contracts was approved by 
the Iranian Parliament at the initiation of the 
E-Commerce Development Center and in co-
operation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Tasnim reported.

As one of the members of the United Na-
tions Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL), Iran signed the United Nations 
Convention on the Use of Electronic Com-
munications in International Contracts and 
joined the convention.

With the launch of legal preliminaries of 
Iran’s membership in this convention, a bright 
future is established in the development of 

electronic documents between Iran and oth-
er member states.

Adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on 23 November 2005, the United 
Nations Convention on the Use of Electronic 
Communications in International Contracts 
aims to enhance legal certainty and commer-
cial predictability where electronic communi-
cations are used in relation to international 
contracts.

The UNCITRAL is the core legal body of the 
United Nations system in the field of inter-
national trade law. Its mandate is to remove 
legal obstacles to international trade by 
progressively modernizing and harmonizing 
trade law.

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN – On December 14, 
1990, the United Nations General 
Assembly (by resolution 45/106) 
designated October 1st the Inter-
national Day of Older Persons.

This year’s theme is “Fulfilling 
the Promises of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights for 
Older Persons: Across Genera-
tions,” an official with the Ministry 
of Health has said.

This year’s theme is a call to 
draw attention to the unique 
needs of older people globally 
in terms of their rights and re-
porting violations, in addition to 
fostering solidarity through eq-
uity and reciprocity between the 
generations offers long-term 
solutions to fulfill the Sustainable 
Development Goals’ promise.

The event will put a spotlight 
on the specificity of older per-
sons around the world, for the 
enjoyment of their rights and in 
addressing violations, and how 
the strengthening of solidarity 
through equity and reciprocity 
between generations offers sus-
tainable solutions to deliver on 
the promise of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

The day aims to raise aware-
ness of the challenges and issues 
faced by older persons worldwide 
and to mobilize the wider com-
munity to address difficulties 
faced by older people.

It also seeks to promote the im-
portance of respecting and caring 
for older persons and to highlight 
their significant contribution to 
society.

Every year various programs 
are held in Iran under the title of 
National Elderly Week. The week 
of honoring senior citizens in Iran 
is named as follows:

September 30th, Populariza-
tion, and strengthening of NGOs 
active in the field of the elderly,

October 1st, social and eco-
nomic support of senior citizens 
and honoring them,

October 2nd, Educating and 
empowering senior citizens

October 3rd, Policymaking, 
inter-sectoral cooperation in af-
fairs related to senior citizens

October 4th, Media, raising 
awareness, social demanding, 
cultural promotion, discourse 
making

October 5th, Fair access to ser-
vices

October 6th, Involvement of se-
nior citizens in family and society 
issues

Supporting the elderly

The National Document for the 
Elderly came into force in the cur-
rent [Iranian calendar] year, which 
started on March 21, Hesamoddin 
Allameh, head of the secretariat 
of the National Council of the El-
derly, has announced.

The Document thoroughly fo-
cuses on various aspects of the 
elderly’s lives by meeting six 
prime objectives of income and 
livelihood, health, training, and 
employment, building an empow-
ering environment, promoting 
the cultural level of society in the 
field of aging, and developing the 
infrastructure required for aging, 
he explained.

A total of 100 billion rials (near-
ly $200,000) has been proposed 
to implement the document, he 
stated.

The 2011 census observed a 

significant demographic change 
in the elderly population of Iran 
(the percentage of the elderly 
population increased from 7.27 to 
8.20 percent from 2006 to 2011, 
and to 8.65 percent in 2016). The 
aging population is predicted to 
rise to 10.5 percent in 2025 and to 
21.7 percent in 2050.

Objectives of UNIDOP 2023

To increase global knowledge 
and awareness 
of the Univer-
sal Declara-
tion of Human 
Rights and gen-
erate commit-
ments among all 
stakeholders to 
strengthen the 
protection of the 
human rights of 
current and fu-
ture generations 
of older persons 
around the world,

To share and learn from inter-
generational models for the pro-
tection of human rights around 
the world,

To call on Governments and UN 
entities to review their current 
practices with a view to better in-
tegrate a life course approach to 
human rights in their work, and to 
ensure the active and meaningful 
participation of all stakeholders, 
including civil society, national 
human rights institutions, and 

older persons themselves, in the 
work on strengthening solidarity 
among generations and intergen-
erational partnerships.

IDOP history
In 1991, the General Assembly 

(by resolution 46/91) adopted the 
United Nations Principles for Old-
er Persons.

In 2002, the Second World As-
sembly on Ageing adopted the Ma-
drid International Plan of Action on 
Ageing, to respond to the opportu-
nities and challenges of population 
aging in the 21st century and to 
promote the development of a so-
ciety for all ages.

The number of older people 
(defined as those aged 65 years 
or older) tripled from around 260 
million in 1980 to 761 million in 
2021. Between 2021 and 2050, the 
global share of the older popula-
tion is projected to increase from 
less than 10% to around 17%.

Rapid growth in the number 
of people reaching older ages 
underscores the significance of 

promoting health, 
and preventing, 
and treating ill-
nesses through-
out the entire 
course of life.

In societies 
with aging pop-
ulations, it be-
comes imperative 
to adjust to the 
increasing num-
ber of elderly 
individuals who 

possess a diverse range of func-
tional capacities.

The capability to carry out es-
sential functions and partake in 
everyday activities is influenced 
not solely by an individual’s in-
herent capacity but also by the 
social and physical environments 
in which they reside.

Supportive environments play 
a pivotal role in assisting older 
individuals to maintain their ac-
tivity levels and independence as 
they progress in age.
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Iran capable of manufacturing 
any medicine in two years

Iranian pharmaceutical industry and scientists are capable of pro-
ducing any kind of medicine over a two-year period, Mohammad Reza 
Shanehsaz, head of Food and Drug Administration, has said.

Some medicines are not currently manufactured domestically as 
their production is not economically justifiable because of low con-
sumption, he added, IRNA reported.

In some cases, medicines are new pharmaceutical molecules that 
have recently been produced worldwide, he noted.

 “The U.S. has sanctioned medicine as far as possible, but we have 
been able to provide patients with the required medicine, and currently 
there is no shortages,” he explained.

ایران می تواند هر دارویی را ظرف دو سال 
تولید کند

رئیس سازمان غذا و دارو گفت هر دارویی را می‌توانیم طی ۲ سال در 
داخل کشور تولید کنیم.

به گزارش ایرنا، محمدرضا شانه ساز روز دوشنبه گفت این یک بلوف 
نیست و صنعت داروسازی و دانشمندان کشور توان تولید همه داروها 

را دارند.
به گفته شانه ساز، برخی اقلام دارویی که اکنون در داخل تولید نمی 
شود به علت کم مصرفی است زیرا توجیه اقتصادی ندارد یا مولکول 
اند. تولید شده  تازگی در دنیا  به   های دارویی جدیدی هستند که 
او ادامه داد: آمریکا هر دارویی را که توانسته تحریم کرده اما ما توانسته 
ایم از راههایی که می دانیم داروهای مورد نیاز بیماران را تامین کنیم 

و اکنون دارو به میزان کافی در سراسر کشور وجود دارد.
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A spotlight on unique needs 
of older people

Iran gets UN convention on communications membership   

Limequat cultivation in Iran
Limequat, a citrus hybrid, bears fruit all year round, which ripens gradually, turning from 

green to yellow.

In Iran, limequat is cultivated in greenhouses, with yields of around 60 tons per hectare.

Increase of moral, spiritual crisis in 
West undermined family foundation

Women from the Leader’s point of view-37
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In 1991, the 
General Assembly 

(by resolution 
91/46) adopted 

the United Nations 
Principles for Older 

Persons.



TEHRAN – Iran and Uzbekistan signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) on 
Sunday, with an aim to increase collaboration 
and promote their respective cinema 
industries.

The MOU was signed by the Director of 
the Cinema Organization of Iran, Mohammad 
Khazaei and the Director-General of the 
Cinematography Agency of Uzbekistan, 
Firdavs Abdukhalikov, in Tashkent.

The MOU seeks to strengthen bilateral 

relations and spur cinematic collaboration 
between Iran and Uzbekistan, based on 
mutual respect and shared interests, IRNA 
reported. 

Under this agreement, the two nations will 
facilitate exchange programs, film screenings 
and commercial presentations, while also 
providing necessary facilities to filmmakers. 

The agreement also includes initiatives 
such as easing participation of filmmakers 
in events in both countries, encouraging 
communication and exchange of skilled 
personnel for film projects, sharing of 
technical knowledge, and promoting the 
production of joint films, such as feature 
films, documentaries, short films, and 
animations, in areas of common history and 
culture. 

Additionally, the parties will hold joint film 
weeks, while strictly observing copyright 
laws for cinema works.

In order to ensure the successful 
implementation of the MOU and to address 
any potential future issues, a joint committee 
consisting of representatives from both Iran 
and Uzbekistan has been formed. 

The committee will work collaboratively 
to ensure all provisions of the memorandum 
are effectively implemented, and to facilitate 
communication and resolve any concerns 
that may arise in the future.

TEHRAN- The Cinematheque of the Iranian 
Artists Forum (IAF) in Tehran will screen the 1995 
Palme d’Or winner “Underground” directed by 
Emir Kusturica on Monday.

After the movie screening at 5 p.m., a review 
session entitled “Political-ideological or aesthetic 
criticism” will be held with the presence of critic, 
lecturer and analyst of Iranian film and cinema 
Robert Safarian, ILNA reported.

The comedy-drama film is an international co-
production with companies from Yugoslavia (Serbia), 

France, Germany, Czech Republic and Hungary.

It uses the epic story of two friends to portray a 
Yugoslav history from the beginning of World War 
II until the beginning of the Yugoslav Wars.

“Underground” received critical acclaim, and 
won the Palme d’Or at the 1995 Cannes Film 
Festival. It was Kusturica’s second win following 
When Father Was Away on Business (1985). It went 
on to win other honors after Cannes Film Festival.

The Iranian Artists Forum is situated at Artists 
Park on North Mousavi Street, Taleqani Street.

TEHRAN – Manuchehr Sahbai has been selected 
as the new conductor of the Tehran Symphony 
Orchestra.

The Rudaki Foundation, which manages the 
orchestra, announced on Sunday that Sahbai has 
been chosen to hold the position.

In a written order, Mehdi Salem, the CEO of 
the Rudaki Foundation, expressed his confidence 
in Sahbai’s abilities and urged him to continue 
to improve the orchestra’s performance and 
reputation.

Sahbai replaced Nasir Heidarian who was 
selected for the position in 2022. 

Sahbai is a highly accomplished conductor, solo 
oboist, and PhD holder in Arts and Music who was 
born in Tehran. He began his music education at 

the Tehran Conservatory of Music, studying oboe, 
piano, and composition. After graduating, he 
worked as a solo oboist for the Tehran Symphony 
Orchestra and taught at the Conservatory of 
Music, University of Fine Arts.

Sahbai moved to Europe in 1975 to continue his 
studies, working with renowned conductors and 
oboists. He taught at various music schools and 
held a professorship at the Landeskonservatorium 
für Vorarlberg in Feldkirch for many years.

Sahbai has also conducted numerous 
orchestras around the world and written several 
theses and dissertations on musicology and 
Iranian symphonic music.

From December 2007 to April 2010, Sahbai was 
the permanent conductor and artistic director of 
the Tehran Symphonic Orchestra. 

Frome Page 1   In commending 
Farahani, veteran screenwriter, 
playwright and director 
Mohammad Rahmanian took 
to the stage. “Many works such 
as Masoud Kimiai’s “Journey of 
the Stone” would not be created 
without Farahani as an actor, 
writer and director,” Rahmanian 
said.

“Journey of the Stone” was 
Farahani’s first work as a 
screenwriter in cinema, which he 
wrote in 1978.

“He introduced and trained 
many actors including Parviz 
Parastui. Without Farahani, a 
major part of the history of 
dramatic arts would not be 
formed in Iran,” Rahmanian 
added.

Responding to his words and 
the audience applause, Farahani 
said: “Thank you all. I thought a 
lot about what to say here and I 
will read a few verses of a ghazal 
from Hafez”.

He also spoke about Ali 
Moallem, the late founder and 
previous editor of Picture World 
Magazine who established the 
Hafez Awards in mid 90s. After 
organizing 16 editions of the 
ceremony, Moallem passed away 
in 2017.

“Ali Moallem was a very 
honest and brave person. He was 
very pure-hearted. I am really 
delighted to be a part of this 
celebration,” Farahani noted.

 Prize winners

The next part of the event was 
dedicated to presenting awards 
to the winners of different 
categories.

In the film section of the 

ceremony, 14 awards were 
presented.

After the death of the globally 
renowned filmmaker Abbas 
Kiarostami in 2016, a special 
prize was added to the ceremony 
awards in his honor, to be given 
to a young innovative filmmaker 
since Kiarostami was known as 
an auteur for his creative works.

This year, the Abbas Kiarostami 
Statuette was given to filmmaker 
Ali Behrad for his film “Imagine”.

Among the other winners were 
Pejman Jamshidi (Grassland) and 
Bahram Afshari (Fossil) who won 
the best actor award.

The best actress award went to 
two actresses Elnaz Shakerdoost 
(Titi) and Sadaf Espahbodi 
(Grassland).

Ida Panahandeh was the 
winner of the best director 

award for “Titi” and the best film 
and best script awards went to 
“Conjugal Visit”.

The special jury award went 
to the horror drama “Zalava” by 
Arsalan Amiri.

TV Section Awardees

In the TV section, 13 statuettes 
were presented to the winners.

Adel Ferdosipour was recognized 
as the most popular TV figure for 
his “Football Show 360”.

The drama series “The Lion 
Skin” received four awards 
including the best series, the best 
script and the best drama actor 
for Alireza Kamali. It also jointly 
won the best director award for 
Jamshid Mahmoudi along with 
Nima Javidi for the series (Actor).

Hoda Zeinolabedin won the 
best drama actress award for 
“Set Me Free”.

Mehran Ghafourian (Blue 
Nissan) and Roya Afshar 
(Antenna) won the best male and 
female comedian respectively.

A special award was also given 
to “Once Upon a Time in Iran” by 
Tina Pakravan.

This year’s ceremony was 
organized by Ali Moallem’s wife 
Azar Memarian and his son Omid 
like the past five years.

Launched in 1997, the Hafez 
Awards is an annual awarding 
ceremony which is held to honor 
cinematic achievements in Iranian 
cinema. It is the biggest cinema 
and television event organized by 
the private sector in Iran.

The ceremony is named “Hafez” 
after the Iranian great poet. The 
award is a typographical statue 
resembling Persian written form 
of the word “Hafez”.

TEHRAN-A group exhibition 
entitled “Modern Art Collector” 
opened at Artibition Gallery in 
Tehran on Friday, showcasing 
works of renowned Iranian artists 
in various art mediums.

Artworks of 21 renowned figures 
went on display at the new site 
of the gallery that was officially 
inaugurated at the weekend, Mehr 
reported.

Among the artists whose works 
are showcased at the exhibit, there 
are painters Manoucher Yektai, 
Nasser Ovissi, Reza Derakshani, 
Jazeh Tabatabai, Sadegh Tabrizi, 

Iran Darroudi, Hossein Mahjoubi, 
Manouchehr Niazi, and Jalal 
Shabahangi.

The collection shows the 
modern art in Iran. The modern art 
movement in Iran had its genesis 
in the late 1940s and early 1950s. 
This was the period after the 
death of famous Persian painter, 
Kamal-ol-molk (1852–1940) and 
thus symbolically the end of a rigid 
adherence to academic painting.

Artibition is an art gallery for 
portraying the Iranian visual 
artworks aiming to familiarize the 
world with Iranian art style. It has 

succeeded in gaining worldwide 
fame and trust through providing 
easy access to the artworks, 
international presence and 
attending social networks.

Established in 2014, it seeks 
to connect talented artists, art 
collectors and galleries to the art 
lovers and buyers all cross the 
world who value Iranian arts and 
artworks.

The works will remain on display 
at Artibition Gallery is located 
at No. 2798, Valiasr Street, after 
Parkvay, next to Bank of Industry 
and Mine.

By Samaneh Aboutalebi 

TEHRAN – In celebration of Rumi National Day, 
the unveiling ceremony for “Mah Didam” (I Saw 
the Moon), an album that blends fusion music 
with Rumi’s poetry, was held at Tehran’s Art 
Bureau on Saturday. 

The album, created by Afshin and Sepehr 
Ramin, features vocalization by Hamid Qorbani 
and includes carefully curated poems from Rumi 
seamlessly set to music. 

The ceremony was attended by a number of 
cultural figures, musicians, and scholars. 

During his speech, Milad Erfanpur, the director 
of the Music Center of the Art Bureau said that 
the album is an excellent and listenable creation 
in Iranian music.

He went on to say that if Rumi, one of the 
greatest and inseparable parts of Iranian 
cultural heritage, wisdom, and philosophy, is to 
be introduced, the best way to do so is through 
the language of music. 

Moreover, the art of music has a history with 
Rumi and his works, especially the selected 
poems in this album, he added. 

In the current era, where many works have 
a commercial purpose, releasing works such 
as “Mah Didam” is a valuable contribution that 
needs to be supported and promoted in order 
to preserve such works and artists within the 
society, he noted. 

Renowned researcher and music critic, Mir 
Alireza Miralinaqi, also spoke at the event, 
highlighting Rumi’s position as the greatest 
spiritual epic poet of humanity whose works are 
highly regarded by western critics. 

The music in this album has been created 
based on Rumi’s poetry, but it goes beyond that 
limitation, he stated. 

Additionally, Rumi is a symbol of 
multiculturalism and not limited to any 
particular nation, therefore, Rumi’s presence in 
the album is not only a representation of Iranian 
music, but rather a reflection of a global appeal, 
he mentioned. 

Afshin Ramin, the composer of the album, 
spoke about the background of the album and its 
creation. 

“We decided to commit our efforts and 
creativity to deliver a work of significant value,” 
he said. 

For his part, the head of the Iranian Music 
Society, Amirabbas Setayeshgar, emphasized the 
importance of music in Iranian religious culture. 

Iranian music is simple and has a 
straightforward rhythm and the music itself 
preaches reminders and guidance, which are 
crucial elements of Iranian religious art, he 
added. 

Qorban Valiei, a professor in Persian Language 
and Literature, also discussed the significance of 
Rumi studies in this gathering and stated: “Silence 
holds significant importance in Rumi studies since 
he has made numerous references to it.”

He believed that a specific type of music not 
only does not hinder the creation of a silent 
mind but rather prepares the grounds for the 
listener’s mind to become silent, he mentioned. 

Molana Jalal ad-Din Rumi (1207 to 1273) is one 
of the most widely recognized and celebrated 
poets in the world. His works have been 
translated into multiple languages and continue 
to inspire readers globally. Rumi’s spiritual 
teachings and poetry have deeply influenced the 
entire Islamic world.

Rumi was born in present-day Afghanistan 
and later migrated to Konya, Turkey, where he 
lived most of his life and wrote the majority of 
his works.

Rumi’s poetry is known for its spiritual and 
philosophical themes, particularly its focus on 
the search for truth and the divine. His most 
famous work, the Mathnawi, is a series of six 
books containing thousands of couplets that 
explore such themes as love, friendship, and the 
nature of God.

 Left to right, Milad Erfanpur, the director of the 
Music Center of the Art Bureau and Afshin Ramin, 
the composer of “Mah Didam” music album, unveil 

the album at Tehran’s Art Bureau 

on September 30, 2023. 

Pejman Jamshidi (L) and Adel Ferdosipour were among the winners.
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Lying would negatively influence your livelihood.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:11:53       Evening: 18:04     Dawn: 4:35 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:00  (tomorrow)

Iran, Uzbekistan sign MOU to expand 
cinematic collaboration

1995 Palme d’Or winner “Underground” 
at IAF cinematheque

Manuchehr Sahbai appointed as conductor 
of Tehran Symphony Orchestra

Best of Iranian movies, series receive 
Hafez awards

Modern art collection on show at Artibition

Album blending Rumi’s poetry, fusion music 
unveiled in Tehran
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