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Alipour wins Iran’s 
sixth gold at Hangzhou

TEHRAN – Iranian climber Reza Alipour 
successfully defended his Asian Games title 
on Tuesday.

He took the country’s sixth gold medal 
in the 2022 Asian Games underway in 
Hangzhou, China.

The final was a clash between home 
favorite Long Jinbao and the man who held 
the world record from 2017 to 2021 Alipour.

He scaled the wall in the men’s speed final 
in 5.302 seconds – but without challenge, as 
Long fell early on to provide an anti-climax 
for the eager home fans.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 
45 nations and territories, the Asian Games 
has more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes 
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Mustafa Prize 
announces winners

TEHRAN - The 5th Mustafa Prize 
wrapped up on Monday by honoring 
the top five laureates from the Islamic 
World.

The Prize was awarded in the 
four categories of Information 
and Communication Science and 
Technology, Life and Medical Science 
and Technology, Nanoscience and 
Nanotechnology, and Basic and 
Engineering Sciences.

The secretariat of the Mustafa 
Prize received 2,613 articles from 150 
scholars from around the world.

In this edition of the event, a prize 
was also awarded to scientists 
residing in Islamic countries 
regardless of their religion with 
the aim of developing science and 
technology in these countries.

Bridging cultures: 
the art and impact of 
translation in Iran

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha

Part 1

TEHRAN-International Translation Day, 
celebrated annually on September 30, serves 
as a tribute to the art of translation and the 
invaluable role it plays in fostering cross-
cultural communication and understanding. 
On this occasion, the Tehran Times explored 
the state of translation in Iran, which is 
historically known for its vast and diverse 
literary heritage.

Iran has a long tradition of translating 
works from various languages into Persian 
(Farsi). This practice has been instrumental in 
bridging cultural gaps.  Page 8

Iranian oil production 
hits 2018 high of 3.15m 
bpd: survey

TEHRAN – The Islamic Republic of Iran has 
managed to push its oil output to 3.15 million 
barrels per day (bpd), the highest since 2018, 
the year Washington re-imposed sanctions 
on Iran, according to Reuters surveys and 
separate figures from OPEC.

Analysts have said the higher Iranian ex-
ports appear to be the result of Iran’s suc-
cess in evading U.S. sanctions and Washing-
ton’s discretion in enforcing them, the survey 
found on Monday.

As reported, OPEC oil output rose for a 
second straight month in September, the 
survey showed, led by increases in Nigeria 
and Iran despite ongoing cuts by Saudi Ara-
bia and other members of the wider OPEC+ 
alliance to support the market.

Last month, the Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries pumped 27.73 mil-
lion bpd, the survey found, up 120,000 bpd 
from August. Production in August had risen 
for the first time since February.

The rise in September was led by Nigeria, 
which has been battling with crude theft and 
insecurity in its oil-producing region. Iran, 
which has been boosting supply despite U.S. 
sanctions, also pumped more, with output hit-
ting the highest level since 2018.  Page 4

West abuses women’s 
rights and exploits them 
as a tool, Raisi says 

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has 
said that in contrast to Iran, Western powers vi-
olate human rights by using women as a tool and 
leverage against sovereign states.

Addressing the participants at the First Inter-
national Khorsheed Media Festival in Tehran on 
Monday, Raisi said, “The Islamic Republic believes 
that the West uses women as a tool.”

“The Islamic Republic views women neither an 
instrument, nor a homemaker. In a sense, there is 
a third view which observes that women can be 
society builders alongside men and play an es-
sential role in the family and society,” he pointed 
out.

According to President Raisi, Western nations 
“are not really in favor of women’s rights or hu-
man rights” and have used them as a tool to exert 
pressure on independent nations.

“Our stand today is that of a claimant and the 
West of a suspect. The Westerners must answer 
why they violate the rights of human beings and 
women,” he stressed. 

The president also criticized the West for dis-
regarding the rights of the Palestinian people 
for 70 years and for invading Afghanistan for 20 
years, the only results of which were the maim-
ing of more than 35,000 children and widespread 
damage.

He continued by saying that Western nations, 
particularly the United States, are encouraging 
current ignorance among people by utilizing their 
media oligarchy to suppress actual news, fake the 
truth, and distort the facts.  Page 2

The humanity of General Soleimani 

By Ali Karbalaei 

TEHRAN - The martyr Ira-
nian lieutenant general was 
known around the world for 
his bravery on the battlefield. 
He played a critical role as a 
top military advisor to help 
Iraq and Syria emerge victori-
ous in their battle against the 
Daesh terrorism. 

General Soleimani was 
also known for his human-
itarian character. Tehran 
Times reached out to Iraqi 
war reporter Sayyed Haider 
al-Mousavi, who spent many 
months with General Soleima-
ni in many battlefields in Iraq 
and Syria 

Al-Mousavi sheds light on 
just some of the humanitarian 

aspects of General Soleimani, 
who was assassinated by a 
U.S. drone strike near Baghdad 
International Airport on Janu-
ary 3rd, 2020. 

The United Nations de-
nounced the attack as “un-
lawful” and many around 
the world poured their anger 
against the U.S. on the streets. 

Al-Mousavi refers to Gener-
al Soleimani, like many in West 
Asia and beyond, as “Hajji” or 
“Hajj Qassem” as a sign of re-
spect. 

Following is the text of the 
interview: 

What stands out for you 
the most on the battle-
field with General Qassem 
Soleimani?

“One of the hardest oper-
ations that always comes to 
mind was a battle in Palmyra. 
The Hajji was on the front line 
in the face of extremely heavy 
gunfire by the terrorists. We all 
were. It was perhaps the heav-
iest operation we defeated. 

Hajj Qassem contacted the 
person responsible for the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps 
Quds Force in eastern Tehran. 

It was difficult to hear the 
voice of Hajji with the per-
son in Tehran amid the heavy 
sound of gunfire.

The person responsible 
for the Quds Force in Tehran 
asked him ‘what do you need 
Hajji? Just give an order; has 
something happened?’

This person was quickly un-
der the impression that a ma-
jor incident had occurred in the 
operation that the Hajji was in-
volved in because of the sounds 
of heavy gunfire.   Page 5

While most commanders give 
orders and sit back at the barracks, 

General Qassem Soleimani was 
always the opposite and entered 

the battlefield. 

Opinion

Interview

Degenerate 
gamblers

By Mohammad Sarfi
Editor-in-Chief

In his speech on Tuesday, Ayatollah Khamenei 
referred to the normalization of relations with 
Israel as a losing bet. This gamble can be exam-
ined from two perspectives. The first relates 
to countries that have pursued or are pursuing 
such a trend. Despite the efforts of Israel and its 
Western supporters, especially the United States, 
to downplay the Palestinian issue among Islamic 
societies, this matter remains sensitive and con-
troversial for people in Islamic countries.

Extending a hand to Israel by leaders of Islam-
ic countries is tantamount to betraying their own 
people. Although these countries often lack a dem-
ocratic political system and people do not have 
much say in forming the government or shaping 
its policies, ignoring this public demand increases 
the distance between these governments and their 
people and is another blow to the shaky foundations 
of these establishments.  Page 3

Normalization with 
Israel is betting on 
a losing horse
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TEHRAN - Although Iran has 

maintained its opposition to any 
geopolitical changes, it has stated 
its support for the development of 
regional transportation lines.

In his weekly presser on Mon-
day, Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Nasser Kanaani said, “We support 
the expansion of transit routes 
and transportation networks in a 
way that serves the interests of 
all regional countries, but at the 
same time we emphasize that we 
oppose any change to internation-
al borders.”

His comments followed Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
allegations that Iran was becom-
ing more open to Turkish-Azer-
baijani ambitions to establish a 
transit corridor from Turkey to 
Azerbaijan via Armenia.

Through the southern Armenian 
province of Syunik, the so-called 
Zangezur corridor seeks to link the 
Azerbaijani exclave of Nakhchivan, 
which borders Turkey, to the main 
territory of the country. Armenia 
objects to the proposals because 
they will violate its sovereignty.

“If Armenia does not pave the 
way for the corridor, where will it 
pass through? It will pass through 
Iran,” Erdogan said. “Iran current-
ly considers this positively. So, it 

would be possible to pass from 
Iran to Azerbaijan,” the Turkish 
leader claimed.

Tehran has previously objected 
to the proposal on the grounds 
that it would sever the trans-
portation links between Iran and 
neighboring Armenia. Erdogan 
remarked, “It is pleasing to see 
positive signals from Iran on this 
issue,” without going into further 
detail about the claimed favor-
able signals emanating from the 
nation.

Kanaani reiterated Tehran’s po-
sition that Iran is in favor of using 
politics to settle the conflicts in 
the South Caucasus.

“We believe differences in the 

Caucasus can be resolved via po-
litical dialogue and regional ca-
pacities,” he said.

Kananni emphasized that Teh-
ran opposes any extra-regional 
meddling and foreign presence in 
the Caucasus.

He pointed out that Iran is will-
ing to assist in resolving the issue 
and that Tehran favors regional 
talks within the framework of the 
3+3 format mechanism.

The three South Caucasus na-
tions of Armenia, Georgia, and 
Azerbaijan are included in the 3+3 
framework cooperation mecha-
nism together with Russia, Turkey, 
and Iran.

Kanaani said that Armen Grig-

oryan, the secretary of Armenia’s 
national security council, was in 
Tehran on Sunday to discuss bilat-
eral relations and the most recent 
Caucasus developments.

Azerbaijan official to arrive in 
Iran

Kanaani also announced that an 
Azerbaijani official will travel to 
Iran, but the specific date will be 
disclosed later.

He added that the purpose 
of the visit is to discuss region-
al developments as well as the 
re-opening of Azerbaijan’s embas-
sy in Iran.

“We hope to see the resumption 
of operations of the embassy of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan in Teh-
ran soon.”

Following an attack on Azerbai-
jan’s embassy in Tehran in January, 
Azerbaijan shuttered its diplomat-
ic mission and withdrew workers 
in response to what it labeled a 
“terrorist act,” with President Il-
ham Aliyev accusing the “Iranian 
establishment.”

However, personal reasons 
were behind the attack by a man 
whose wife was from the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan and wrongly be-
lieved she had taken refuge in the 
embassy. 

TEHRAN- On the night of the birth anniversa-
ry of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, commuted or pardoned the sen-
tences of more than 2,200 Iranian inmates.

Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejei, the head of 
Iran’s judiciary, asked Ayatollah Khamenei on 
Monday to commute the sentences of 2,284 
prisoners who were eligible for release or sen-
tence reduction.

The prisoners had been found guilty in the 
public and Islamic Revolution courts, as well 
as by the Judicial Organization of the Armed 
Forces and the State Discretionary Punishment 
Organization.

The clemency was granted on the eve of the 

birthday anniversaries of Prophet Mohammad 
(PBUH) and Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS), the sixth Shia 
Imam, which fell on Tuesday.

On the occasion of religious celebrations, the 
Leader frequently announces such directives.

According to Iran’s Constitution, Article 110, 
the Leader has the authority to pardon or com-
mute prisoners’ sentences on the advice of the 
chief of the judiciary.

However, not all convicts are eligible for mer-
cy, including those who have received a sentence 
for their involvement in armed conflict against 
the government, armed or organized drug traf-
ficking, rape, armed robbery, smuggling of 
weapons, kidnapping, bribery, or embezzlement.

The Leader remitted sentences for more than 
1,700 detainees in April on the occasion of Eid al-
Fitr, which marks the completion of the fasting 
month of Ramadan.

Ayatollah Khamenei also consented in Feb-
ruary to commute the sentences of individ-
uals detained during the foreign-sponsored 
riots that broke out in September 2022 as a 
result of the death of a young woman named 
Mahsa Amini.

The approval was provided by the Leader on 
the 44th anniversary of the magnificent tri-
umph of the Islamic Revolution, which ended the 
reign of the U.S.-backed Pahlavi dynasty in 1979, 
as well as the birthday anniversary of Imam Ali 
(AS), the first Shia Imam.

TEHRAN – Iran has declared 
the arrest of 7 individuals working 
for the Daesh terror group in the 
southeastern province of Kerman. 

On Tuesday, Kerman’s judiciary 
announced the group of terrorists 
were arrested through a joint op-
eration by the Intelligence Ministry 
and the Intelligence Organization of 
the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps.

“These terrorists were planning 
to receive missions and carry out 
terrorist operations in the depths 
of the country, but by the grace of 
God, they were identified by the 
intelligence agencies of the coun-
try before they had managed to 
take action and were immediately 
arrested,” said the prosecutor of 
Kerman, adding that a case has al-

ready been filed in this regard.

Mehdi Bakhshi also pointed the 
finger of blame at foreign forces, 
saying various states are seeking 
to wrought instability inside Iran. 
“They have been using the capabil-
ities of Takfiri elements, but with 
vigilance and timely action, their 
plans were thwarted,” explained 
the senior judicial official.

TEHRAN- Iran’s deputy am-
bassador to the UN has asked 
for convening an international 
conference to develop a coordi-
nated and collaborative response 
against terrorism.

Speaking on behalf of the NAM 
(the Non-Aligned Movement) on 
Monday, Zahra Ershadi said ter-
rorism should be addressed in all 
its manifestations and forms, in-
cluding its underlying roots. 

Zahra Ershadi gave a speech on 
Monday at the 6th Committee of 
the 78th Session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly on “Mea-
sures to eliminate international 
terrorism” (Agenda item 109).

In her speech at the 6th Com-
mittee of the 78th Session of the 
UN General Assembly on “Mea-
sures to eliminate internation-

al terrorism”, the diplomat said 
NAM totally rejects the unilater-
al preparation of lists accusing 
states of allegedly supporting 
terrorism, which is inconsistent 
with international law and consti-
tute on their part a form of psy-
chological and political terrorism.

What follows is the text of her 
speech at the UN headquarters in 
New York:

I have the honor to speak on 
behalf of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment.

At the outset, I would like to 
congratulate you for your well-de-
served election. Allow me to 
assure you of the Non-Aligned 
Movement’s fullest cooperation 
and support throughout the work 
of the Sixth Committee.

The Non-Aligned Movement 
unequivocally rejects terrorism in 
all its forms and manifestations, 
as well as all acts, methods and 
practices of terrorism wherever, 
by whomever, against whomso-
ever committed, including those 
in which States are directly or 
indirectly involved, which are un-
justifiable whatever the consider-
ations or factors that may be in-
voked to justify them. All such acts 
are condemned as criminal. In this 
context, NAM members reaffirm 
their support for the provisions 
contained in General Assembly 
Resolution 46/51 of 9 December 
1991 and other relevant United 
Nations resolutions.

The Non-Aligned Movement 
reaffirms that terrorist acts 
constitute a flagrant violation 

of international law, including 
international humanitarian and 
human rights law, in particular 
the right to life, leading to the 
lack of the full enjoyment of hu-
man rights and fundamental 
freedoms of peoples. Such acts 
endanger the territorial integrity 
and stability of States as well as 
national, regional and interna-
tional security, destabilize legiti-
mately constituted governments 
or the prevailing constitutional 
order and political unity of States, 
affect the stability of nations and 
the very basis of societies, create 
adverse consequences on eco-
nomic and social development 
while also leading to the destruc-
tion of the physical and economic 
infrastructure of States.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   Raisi went on to add that the 
key to victory against the West’s media em-
pire is convergence and efficient relationships 
among independent and free media.

Iran condemns hateful, malicious actions 
against Islam, Quran

In a Monday congratulatory message to the 
leaders and nations of Muslim countries on the 
auspicious occasion of the birth anniversary 
of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), Raisi also 
said that Iran strongly denounces hateful and 
spiteful acts against Islam that occur in various 

regions of the world.

Acts of sacrilege against Islam hurt the sen-
timents of Muslims everywhere, he continued. 

He identified the Quran as the book of kind-
ness and wisdom and Islam as the religion of 
equality and freedom.

The Iranian president declared that disre-
specting the Quran, a priceless miracle of the 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), was an affront to 
mankind, freedom, morals, and spirituality.

Raisi further expressed hope that with the 
aid of the Quran and the resolve of the lead-

ers of the Muslim countries and nations, unity 
and integrity would be strengthened among all 
Muslim nations and Islam would be propagated 
across the world.

Leader pardons, commutes sentences of over 2,200 inmates

Terrorist network linked to Daesh arrested in Iran

NAM urges international action against terrorism

West abuses women’s rights and exploits them as a tool, Raisi says 

In a note, Kayhan discussed the report of the 
Foreign Affairs magazine and said: Former U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates has admit-
ted that now the United States is facing more 
serious threats to its security than in the past 
decades and maybe forever, and before it had 
never been faced with four allied opponents 
- Iran, Russia, China, and North Korea - at the 
same time. The problem is that at the moment 
when events demand a strong and coherent re-
sponse from the United States, the country is 
unable to provide one. Opponents are convinced 
that America has passed its prime and entered 
an irreversible decline and that the United 
States must rethink its nuclear strategy in the 
face of this alliance. Cooperation between Rus-
sia (which is modernizing its strategic nuclear 
force) and China (which is aggressively expand-
ing its small-time force) calls into question the 
credibility of the U.S. nuclear deterrent, as does 
North Korea’s expanding nuclear capabilities 
and potential Iran’s weapons challenge it.

Shargh: Tehran-Baghdad security agree-
ment is being implemented

In a commentary, Shargh addressed the imple-
mentation stage of the Tehran-Baghdad security 
agreement. It wrote: Based on what the Iraqi of-
ficials said, they have implemented three points 
in this agreement; the Iranian opposition forces 
were pushed back, the control of the border areas 
between Iran and Iraq is in the hands of the Iraqi 
army, and some anti-Iranian armed forces have 
been disarmed. If these are true, it indicates that 
the agreement is in effect. According to Hassan 
Beheshtipour, an expert on international issues, 
after coming to work for Mr. Raisi’s government, 
“field and diplomacy” have lost their relevance 
as two separate axes, and it is now impossible 
to separate them from each other. In fact, in the 
issue of the security agreement between Iraq 
and Iran, both the field and diplomacy seemed to 
work well. Therefore, with the declaration of the 
Iraqi authorities, a significant part of the military 
headquarters of the terrorist forces in this area 
has been evacuated and these forces have been 
disarmed and moved deep into the Iraqi territory. 
Also, some of the terrorists’ headquarters have 
been destroyed and the remaining headquarters 
will be destroyed as well.

Hamshahri: America’s new claim about  
returning to JCPOA

Hamshahri analyzed the new U.S. claim 
about the JCPOA and wrote: The U.S. Secretary 

of State, in line with seeking an excuse for not 
returning to the nuclear agreement, declared 
that his country is not thinking about return-
ing to this agreement because Tehran has can-
celed the permission to some inspectors of the 
Atomic Energy Agency in Iran. This is while Iran’s 
recent move to ban some inspectors of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency is a sovereign 
right stipulated in Article 9 of the Comprehen-
sive Safeguard Agreement between Iran and 
the IAEA. Reacting to the statement of Rafael 
Grossi, Director General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Nasser Kanaani said: “Unfortunately, de-
spite the positive, constructive, and continuous 
interaction of the Islamic Republic of Iran with 
the IAEA, the three European countries (Britain, 
France and Germany) and the U.S. destroyed the 
atmosphere of cooperation between Iran and 
the IAEA, abused the atmosphere in the Board 
of Governors for their political purposes.” Of 
course, the Islamic Republic of Iran will continue 
its positive cooperation within the framework of 
the agreements made, emphasizing the neces-
sity of the agency’s neutrality.

Vatan--Emrooz: Iran’s security order for 
the region

In an explanation, Vatan-e-Emrooz dis-
cussed the meeting of Ali Akbar Ahmadian, the 
secretary of the Supreme National Security 
Council, with his Armenian counterpart, Ar-
men Grigoryan. It wrote: In this meeting, they 
discussed the progress in bilateral relations 
and the latest developments in the South Cau-
casus region. The authorities of our country 
have clearly defined the red line in this regard 
and have given the necessary warnings to the 
Azeri side in the event of a possible move by 
Baku to disconnect the border between Iran 
and Armenia. As the president recently stated 
again, Karabakh belongs to Azerbaijan, but we 
emphasize that it is necessary to respect the 
security rights of the Armenians living in Kara-
bakh and that the state of the borders must be 
maintained. Based on this, experts believe that 
Tehran is against separatism and does not ac-
cept any local government in Karabakh. There-
fore, in the current situation, Iran favors dia-
logue and peaceful mechanisms, keeping the 
territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan, and guaranteeing the rights and security of 
the Armenians of Karabakh, but any change in 
the geopolitics of the region will cause insecu-
rity, instability and escalation of the crisis.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the Sunday Iranian newspapers.

US ineffective superpower in face of 
Iran, China, and Russia

Iran backs developing regional transport 
lines but opposes border changes 

TEHRAN - The U.S. government’s allega-
tions against Iran’s nuclear program have been 
disputed by the Iranian mission to the United 
Nations, which emphasized that all of Iran’s nu-
clear material and operations have been fully 
disclosed to and confirmed by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency.

Releasing a statement on Monday, Iran’s mis-
sion said Iran has an excellent record of cooper-
ation with the IAEA, having had the most safe-
guards inspections of its civilian nuclear program.

Here is the full text of the statement:

I would like to take this opportunity to exercise 
my delegation’s right of reply against the unac-
ceptable statement by the US delegation against 
my country and we reject those wrong state-
ments. The fact is that the most robust and unin-
terrupted verification and monitoring activities of 
the IAEA are carried out in Iran’s nuclear facilities. 
On this basis, it is expected that such continuous 
and deep cooperation in good faith by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran with the IAEA is not overlooked.

Five years after the unlawful withdrawal of 
the US from the JCPOA, and despite repeated 
confessions by the US authorities of failure and 
ineffectiveness of sanctions in impeding the 
expansion of Iran’s peaceful nuclear program, 
the US government has not yet stopped the im-
position of illegal sanctions against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.

There should be clear distinction between 

legal obligation of Member States under their 
respective safeguards agreements and their 
voluntary undertakings. The verification and 
monitoring activities related to the JCPOA have 
been voluntary and in no way are linked to the 
CSA. Therefore, it is totally baseless and unac-
ceptable to try to repeatedly link them to al-
leged issues. The Islamic Republic of Iran once 
again asserts that the present extensive co-
operation with the IAEA should not be taken as 
granted and should not be negatively affected 
by following short-sighted political agendas.

In conclusion, as already demonstrated by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, we continue to fulfill 
our commitments as per the CSA (INFCIRC/214) 
and make our best efforts to enable the Agency 
to conduct smoothly its verification activities 
in Iran. All Iran’s nuclear material and activities 
have been completely declared and verified by 
the IAEA. The Islamic Republic of Iran, with the 
highest number of safeguards inspections of 
its peaceful nuclear program, has an exemplary 
record of cooperation with the IAEA.

IAEA has fully verified all Iran’s nuclear 
activities, Iran tells US 



Iran beat Qatar in 
Volleyball 2024 
Olympic Qualifiers
TEHRAN – Iran defeated Qatar 3-1 (25-23, 

23-25, 25-17, 25-23) in the Volleyball Olympic 
Qualifying Tournament Pool A in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil on Tuesday.

Saber Kazemi led Iran with 26 points, while 
Qatar’s Mubarak Dahi Hammad earned 16 points. 

Iran had lost to Germany 3-1 and Ukraine 3-0 
in Pool A.

Team Melli will play Czech Republic on 
Wednesday. 

The 2023 FIVB Volleyball Men’s Olympic 
Qualification Tournaments, alternatively the 
2023 FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Cup (for the 
tournament held in Japan) and also known as 
FIVB Road to Paris Volleyball Qualifier, are the 
three volleyball tournaments to be contested 
by 24 men’s national teams of the Fédération 
Internationale de Volleyball (FIVB), where the 
top teams will earn a place in the 2024 Summer 
Olympics.

Basketball fall 
short against 
Philippines
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s basketball team lost to 

the Philippines 84-83 in the 2022 Asian Games 
quarterfinals on Tuesday.

Mohammadsina Vahedi led Iran with 24 
points, with Junemar Fajardo  of the Philippines 
contributing eight rebounds and four assists in 
addition to his 18 points.

Iran will play South Korea on Wednesday for 
the 5th-8th place. 

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45 
nations and territories, the Asian Games has 
more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes to 
the Games in 34 sports events.

Persepolis 
goalkeeper 
Beiranvand hails 
teammates
TEHRAN - Goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand 

believes Monday’s AFC Champions League 2023-
24 win over Al Duhail SC can spark Persepolis’ bid 
to advance to the Round of 16.

Omid Alishah’s second half goal sealed a 1-0 
win for the two-time AFC Champions League 
runner-up as it bounced back from an opening 
day defeat to Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr. 

The iconic Beiranvand paid tribute to 
Persepolis’ resilience at the Abdullah Bin Khalifa 
Stadium in Doha.

“I enjoyed the win as we showed we are a 
good team. We expected a very tough match 
but we were able to hold our own,” said the Iran 
international to the club’s website.

 “We are in one of the most difficult groups 
but we asserted our quality against a good Al 
Duhail side. I hope we can continue with this form 
domestically as well as on the continental front,” 
he added. 

Kazemi takes 
bronze at kayak in 
2022 Asian Games
TEHRAN – Hedieh Kazemi of Iran claimed a 

bronze medal in the Women’s Kayak Single 500m 
in the 2022 Asian Games on Tuesday.

She crossed the line in 2:00.635 minutes. 

China’s Li Dongyin timed 1:58.931 while Chen 
was second in 2:00.074. 

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45 
nations and territories, the Asian Games has 
more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes to 
the Games in 34 sports events.

Kabaddi teams 
victorious in 2022 
Asian Games
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s and men’s kabaddi 

teams emerged victorious against their 
opponents in the 2022 Asian Games on Tuesday.

The women’s team defeated Nepal 43-19 and 
will meet Bangladesh in Group B on Wednesday. 

The men’s team also defeated Malaysia 53-23 
in Group B. Team Melli started the campaign with 
a 43-16 win over Pakistan and are scheduled to 
face South Korea on Wednesday. 

The top two teams from each group will 
advance to the semifinals, which will be the 
bronze medal matches.

Iran’s men’s and women’s team won their first 
ever gold medals in the previous edition held in 
Jakarta, Malaysia.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45 
nations and territories, the Asian Games has 
more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes to 
the Games in 34 sports events.

Iran water polo 
down Thailand at 
Hangzhou
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s water polo team 

thrashed Thailand 26-7 on Tuesday in the 2022 
Asian Games.

Team Melli, who beat South Korea 15-4 on 
Monday, are scheduled to play China in Group A 
on Wednesday.

Kazakhstan Japan, Hong Kong and Singapore 
are in Group B.

Iran claimed a bronze medal in the previous 
edition held in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Discus throwers 
win gold, silver at 
Hangzhou
TEHRAN – Iranian discus throwers Hossein 

Rasouli and Ehsan Hadadi claimed a gold and 
silver medal, respectively in the 2022 Asian 
Games on Monday.

Rasouli threw 62.04 meters to clinch the gold 
medal.

His compatriot Hadadi finished in second 
place with 61.82 meters.

Hadadi had won gold medal in the four 
previous edition.

And the bronze medal went to Chinese athlete 
Tuergong Abuduaini with a throw of 61.19 meters.

Kurash players win 
gold, silver and 
bronze
TEHRAN – Kurash players won a gold, a silver 

and a bronze medal in the 2022 Asian Games on 
Monday. 

Sadegh Azarang defeated South Korean 
Mingyu Kim 10-0 in the final of the men’s -90kg.

He had defeated Yash Kumar Chauhan of India 
10-0 in the quarterfinals and Turkmenistan’s 
Ishanmyrat Atayev 10-0 in the semifinals.

Azarang has won Iran’s fourth gold at 
Hangzhou. Iran national volleyball team and 
wushu athletes Afshin Salimi and Yousef Sabri 
have previously claimed three gold medals.

Zahra Bagheri also claimed a silver, losing to 
China’s Yi Liu 3-0 in the final of women’s -87kg.

She had defeated Kyrgyzstan’s Ulanai Salieva 
and Vietnamese Thi Phuong Quynh in her 
previous rounds.

In the weight class, Iran’s Melika Omid had lost 
to Yi Liu 5-0 in the semifinal. She had defeated 
Indian athlete Jyoti Tokas 3-0 in the quarterfinal. 
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IRAN IN FOCUS

TEHRAN – The Iranian foreign 
minister has said that Iran aims to 
further strengthen relations with 
Saudi Arabia with the purpose of 
blocking normalization with the 
Zionist regime of Israel.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian made 
the remarks in a meeting with a 
group of foreign guests attending 
a Muslim unity conference in 
Tehran on Monday. 

Amir Abdollahian and a number of 
foreign ministry officials met with 
the guests of the 37th International 
Islamic Unity Conference. The annual 
conference was held in Tehran with 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi in 
attendance. 

In the meeting, Amir Abdollahian 
appreciated the efforts of the 
secretary general of the Association 
of Ecumenism in holding the unity 
conference, and considered this 
conference as a banner of unity and 

ecumenism in the Islamic world, 
according to a statement by the 
Iranian foreign ministry.

The foreign minister also said, 
“According to scientific indicators, 
the international world order and 
system is changing, and in the 
change and evolution of the world 
order, America, as a superpower 
that has been striving for 
unilateralism for decades, still has 
the characteristics of a hegemon, 
but it is not able to apply it.” 

Amir Abdollahian considered 
the assassination by the U.S. of 
General Qassem Soleimani, and 
Iran’s decisive response to this act 
in targeting the Ain al-Assad base 
and the inability of the U.S. to show 
the slightest reaction to it as an 
example that the U.S. is not able to 
exercise hegemony and this is as 
an example of the changing world 
order.

“Today, the world is in a sharp 
historical turn that has multiplied 
the mission of scholars and thinkers 
all over the world,” he added. 

“We have entered a new stage of 
developments in the region and the 
world, and today the understanding 
is being strengthened that if we do 
not think about our security, others 
will not help,” the foreign minister 
pointed out.

He continued, “Today, we are 
witnessing the resumption of Iran-
Saudi relations, our intention is to have 
deep and extensive relations between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia with an eye on 
the interests of the Islamic world 
and with the aim of disappointing 
the enemy and blocking the way to 
normalize relations.”

He also pointed to the 
improvement of relations between 
Iran and Egypt. “We have met with 
the Egyptian foreign minister and 

made good agreements that we 
hope to witness a good development 
for the benefit of the two nations.” 

Amir Abdollahian held talks 
with his Egyptian counterpart on 
the sidelines of the annual UN 
conference in New York last month.

Referring to the speech 
delivered by Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi at the session of the 
UN General Assembly in New York, 
Amir Abdollahian said, “Dr. Raisi, 
the president of our country, had 
two important initiatives while 
attending the United Nations; 
in addition to raising the Quran 
in this meeting, he raised the 
important issue of the family, 
because the global movement of 
solidarity with the family should 
be launched in the world. We are 
pursuing this issue in cultural 
institutions so that it becomes a 
global movement.”

Iran seeking to block normalization with Israel: FM

TEHRAN – Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, has warned 
against Arab countries normalizing 
relations with Israel, describing it 
as placing bet on the wrong horse.

Speaking on the occasion of 
the birth anniversary of Islam’s 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
warned regional countries 
seeking to normalize ties with 
Israel that they are acting to their 
own detriment. 

“The Islamic Republic’s definite 
position is that the governments 
that use the normalization 
gamble with the Zionist regime as 
a model for themselves will lose 
and the loss awaits them. They 
are making a mistake and, as the 
Europeans say, they are betting 
on a losing horse,” said Ayatollah 
Khamenei on Tuesday.

He was speaking to a group of 
Iranian officials as well as visiting 
ambassadors from Muslim 
countries, and participants at the 
37th International Islamic Unity 
Conference in Tehran.

The Leader warned that the 
Israeli regime is awash with furry 
and hatred towards not only Iran 
but all countries in the region. 
That’s because the regime, initially 
planning to invade and occupy 
regions stretching from the Nile 
to the Euphrates, did not manage 
to reach its expansionist goals, 
according to the Leader.

Ayatollah Khamenei noted that 
Palestinian resistance groups are 
more cheerful, lively and ready 
than ever.

“And God willing, this 
movement will come to fruition, 
and as the late honorable Imam 
[Khomeini] described the Israeli 
regime as a cancer, God willing, 
this cancer will be eradicated 
at the hands of the Palestinian 
people and the resistance forces 
in the entire region.”

In another part of his speech, 
the Leader called for unity among 
Muslim nations. He stated that 
if they follow the same route, 
Muslims states can thwart any 
seditions in the region which would 
be to everyone’s benefit. 

“Who is the enemy of the unity 
of the Islamic countries and whom 
does the unity of Muslims harm 
and prevent their interference 
and looting?” Ayatollah Khamenei 
asked, explaining that Islamic 
countries in West Asia and North 
Africa must get united to prevent 
American theft, coercion and 

interference.

He said, “The U.S. tries to hurt 
regional countries through various 
political and economic means. 
It steals Syria’s oil, funds and 
shelters the cruel, barbaric and 
bloodthirsty Daesh in its camps, so 
that it can revive the terror group 
when it deems necessary and 
proceed to interfere in the internal 
affairs of countries in the region.”

“However, if everyone is united 
and Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan and 
the Persian Gulf countries adopt a 
single policy in fundamental and 
general issues, the bullying 
powers cannot and will not dare 
to interfere in their internal 
affairs and foreign policy,” the 
Leader added. 

Ayatollah Khamenei also 
touched on Western countries 
growing support for anti-Islam 

sentiments in recent months. He 
pointed at the recent string of 
Quran desecrations in Sweden and 
Denmark, saying the incidents are 
not simple insulting acts and that 
there are more layers to them.  

He continued, “In the countries 
that allow insulting the Quran 
under the pretext of freedom of 
speech, do they also allow attacking 
Zionist symbols? What language 
can be used to prove more clearly 
that the countries in question are 
under the domination of the cruel, 
criminal and plundering Zionists of 
the world?”

“They think they can weaken the 
Quran, but they are wrong and they 
will end up hurting themselves,” 
the Leader warned. 

He also called the Quran a 
book of wisdom, knowledge and 
awakening which would only act as 
a threat to corrupt powers. 

Normalization with Israel is 
betting on a losing horse: Leader

Frome Page 1   The political and social 
conditions of these countries are not such that 
citizens can express their objections to such 
policies, as it will cost them heavily. Beyond 
rolling out the red carpet for Israel, increasing 
tension and pressure in the powder keg of Islamic 
societies raises the likelihood of an explosion. 
Signing hefty arms contracts and taking security 
guarantees from the United States as a broker of 
this relationship will not help these countries in 
moments of internal explosion.

The second perspective relates to the 
situation of Israel itself. Today, Israel is facing its 
most severe situation since its establishment 
in 1948, both internally and externally. Israel’s 
victories in numerous wars against Arabs have 
portrayed its army as unbeatable. However, this 
illusion did not last long. With the emergence 

of the Resistance Axis in the region and the 
regime’s conflicts and wars with this axis - 
especially in Lebanon and Gaza - the fragility 
of this power became apparent. A regime that 
once dreamed of reaching from the Nile to the 
Euphrates is now walled off and not safe within 
its own cage.

Palestinians, especially the younger generation, 
understand that the key to realizing their 
fundamental and human rights is not in symbolic 
peace negotiations and agreements. Their real 
key lies in resistance. They have brought the battle 
to the heart of the occupied territories and cast 
the shadow of fear over these lands.

Another point is the political and social 
situation within Israel itself. This situation is such 
that some analysts and officials of this regime 

have warned that these challenges will lead to the 
collapse of Israel. One of the main motivations for 
Netanyahu’s government to pursue normalization 
with Muslim countries is to escape from this 
dangerous internal situation.

The next issue is related to the relative 
awakening of the world about the nature of Israel. 
The introduction and recognition of Israel as 
an apartheid regime is expanding. This trend is 
irreversible and will have serious consequences 
for this regime.

All of these realities show that normalization 
with this regime is nothing but a losing bet, and 
gamblers will pay the ultimate price for this 
miscalculation. The shameful act towards the 
Palestinian people and their own people is almost 
insignificant compared to the final heavy toll.

Degenerate gamblers

TEHRAN - The Iranian Army has utilized 
a new domestically-made drone called 
Kaman-19 in a military exercise taking place 
across the country. 

General Alireza Sheikh, the spokesman for 
the drill, stated that the Kaman-19 drone 
has conducted combat sorties for the first 
time, after joining the war games. The high-
technology drone has so far been involved in 
electronic warfare and aerial radar jamming 
operations.

The army drone drill, which involves around 
200 unmanned aircraft, began on Tuesday 
morning with troops from four Army units 

participating. It includes electronic warfare 
units practicing various tactics. 

The purpose of the exercise is to promote 
“peace and friendship” among regional 
countries, the spokesman added emphasizing 
the importance of unity and joint action for 
security without the presence of external forces. 

Earlier, commander of the war game Rear 
Admiral Habibollah Sayyari confirmed the 
drill is taking place across the country from 
the waters of the Persian Gulf, to Iran’s 
northern regions.

The army is outing to use using various 

homegrown drones for border control, including 
Chamrosh, Yasir, Sadeq, Pelican, Ababil, 
Kaman-12, Yazdan, and Mohajer. The Army has 
also established the ‘Zolfaqar’ headquarters as a 
command and control center for drone operations 
to coordinate flights within a single network. 

Iran has made significant advancements in 
the drone industry in recent years. Last week 
a top commander of the Islamic Revolution 
Guard Corps said Iran has turned into a role 
model in the manufacturing of drones. Dozens 
of countries in Europe, Asia, Latin America and 
Africa have reportedly become customers of 
the Iranian-made weapons. 

Iranian army operates new drone during large-scale exercise



TEHRAN – The Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE) 
has launched the country’s first professional 
investment market with the aim of financing 
major economic projects across the country, 
IRNA reported on Monday.

As reported, the market has been launched 
in line with TSE’s mission to play a more solemn 
role in the sustainable growth of the national 
economy, taking advantage of international 
experiences and paying attention to domestic 
potentials and requirements.

The ceremony for launching the mentioned 
market was attended by the Head of Iran’s 
Securities and Exchange Organization (SEO) 
Majid Eshqi.

Speaking at the ceremony, Eshqi said 
the capital market has a lot of capacity for 
financing economic projects.

“We hope that the professional investment 
market can play a good role in financing 
projects. This market exists in many countries 
and professional investors are organized in 
this market,” Eshqi said.

The official noted that lack of financing 
is one of the major problems of the Iranian 
economy, saying: “Launching this market is 
a good opportunity for the capital market 
to increase its share in financing various 
economic projects.”

According to Eshqi, in this market, various 
projects will be offered and investors will 
buy the share of the mentioned projects, and 
by doing so, the necessary resources for the 
completion of these projects will be easily 
provided.

“One of the advantages of offering 
projects in the capital market is providing 

monthly reports on a continuous basis, and 
in this regard, the board of directors must be 
accountable to public opinion,” he added.

According to the approved regulations, 
different types of products and financial 
institutions, including project management 
companies (public joint stock corporations), 
venture capitals, and private investment 
funds are listed and traded in the professional 
investment market of the Tehran Stock 
Exchange.

Eshqi has previously said that using the 
capacities of the country’s private sector in 
the stock market has been one of the main 
strategies of the organization over the past 
year.

“One of the main approaches of the 
Securitas and Exchange Organization during 
the past year has been to use the power 
of the private sector, because government 
entities and the public sector do not have 
the necessary characteristics for economic 
prosperity, so we must increase the share 
of the private sector in the capital market,” 
Eshqi said in a conference in Khorasan Razavi 
Province.

Large industries have their own problems 
and fluctuations, but small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) can compensate for these 
fluctuations, the official said, adding that the 
main part of the world economy is moving 
towards small and medium-sized companies 
because value, employment, and innovation 
lie in such companies.

The SEO head further noted that the stock 
market should mainly focus on investment 
and financing, saying: “We need to direct the 
liquidity flow towards production.”

Emphasizing the important role of the 
seventh National Development Plan (2022-
2026) in securing the future of the capital 
market, Eshqi stated: “One of the major 
indicators of investment is predictability, so 
more action should be taken in the seventh 
development plan to make the economy more 
predictable.”

He pointed to the holding of investment 
and financing conferences in provinces as a 
starting point for a new movement towards 
promoting investment and said: “Economic 
enterprises do not have enough familiarity 
with the capital market and such conferences 
are bridges that provide the necessary 
platform in this regard.”

TEHRAN- As announced by an official with 
Iran’s Thermal Power Plant Holding (TPPH), 
the overhaul operation of the country’s 
thermal power plants has been started.

Naser Eskandari, the deputy director of 
TPPH’s technical office for production, said: 
“Since the beginning of Mehr [the seventh 
Iranian calendar month beginning on 
September 22], the overhaul operations have 
begun on more than 110,000 megawatts 

capacity of thermal power plant throughout 
the country in order to increase the readiness 
of these units to produce sustainable 
electricity in the next year’s summer peak 
period.”

Summer months constitute Iran’s peak 
demand periods, so most of the power plant 
overhaul programs are scheduled to take 
place during autumn, winter and spring 
seasons.

TEHRAN- Iran exported 90,000 tons of 
eggs to the target countries in the first six 
months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-September 21), Hamidreza Kashani, 
the chairman of Producers of Egg-Laying 
Hens Union, announced.

According to Kashani this has been the 
highest level of eggs export over the past 44 
years, IRIB reported.

The official said the figure has exceeded 
the last year’s total export which was 55,000 
tons.

Iran has the capacity to produce 1.6 million 
tons of eggs annually.

Iranian eggs are mainly exported to 
neighboring countries including Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Kuwait, and Qatar.

TEHRAN - Iran’s oil minister on Monday 
said that $20 billion have been invested to 
complete upstream and downstream oil 
projects since the 13th administration took 
office two years ago, Shana reported. 

Javad Oji pointed to Isfahan Refinery’s 
Diesel Hydrotreating Unit inaugurated by 
President Ebrahim Raisi on Friday, adding the 

DHT Unit having a daily production capacity of 
16 million liters of Euro 5 diesel was put into 
operation to comply with the Clean Air Law.

The Oil Ministry has given priority to 
promoting quality of oil products and 
reducing sulfur compounds in refineries, 
including Isfahan, Shiraz, and Tabriz refineries, 
underlined the top official.

From page 1    Iraq and the 
United Arab Emirates increased 
output slightly, while Angolan 
supply showed the largest decline 
in the group of 50,000 bpd due to 
a drop in exports.

OPEC’s output is still 
undershooting the targeted 
amount by about 700,000 bpd, 
mainly because Nigeria and 
Angola lack the capacity to pump 
as much as their agreed level.

The Reuters survey aims to 
track supply to the market. It is 
based on shipping data provided 
by external sources, Refinitiv 
Eikon flows data, information 
from companies that track flows 
such as Petro-Logistics and 
Kpler, and information provided 
by sources at oil companies, OPEC 
and consultants.

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji 
has said that the U.S. senators 
and Western media have 
confirmed the increase in Iran’s oil 
production and exports despite 
sanctions over the past two years.

Production and exports of oil 
products and gas condensates 
are on the rise thanks to the 
unflinching efforts of the Oil 
Ministry’s staff, Shana quoted the 
minister as saying.

The Statistical Center of Iran 
(SCI) and the Central Bank of Iran 
(CBI) registered 19.8 percent and 
16.4 percent economic growth for 
the domestic oil and gas industry 

in spring 2023, respectively, 
revealing the great efforts made 
in upstream and downstream 
sectors, the minister noted.

Back in September, Bloomberg 
had reported that Iran’s oil 
exports continued their upward 
trend in August to reach 1.85 
million barrels per day (bpd).

Citing TankerTrackers.com which 
provides data on oil cargoes to 
governments, insurers and other 
institutions, the report noted that 
the increase in Iranian shipments 
comes in the same month that 
key OPEC+ producers Saudi Arabia 
and Russia kept a lid on their own 
oil exports in a bid to tighten the 
market, the report said.

According to the TankerTrackers 

data, Iranian crude exports 
topped two million barrels a day 
in the first 20 days of August, the 
highest this year.

Iran has been steadily ramping up 
its oil production and exports this 
year, finding buyers for its supplies 
in Asia. The country’s production is 
now at the highest level since a ban 
on its exports kicked in five years 
ago, with U.S. officials privately 
acknowledging they’ve gradually 
relaxed enforcement on some of 
the measures.

Earlier that month, SVB 
International, an energy consultant, 
estimated Iran’s oil production in 
August to be 3.15 million bpd, the 
highest since 2018.

“Iran is on the path to recover 

its pre-sanctions oil production,” 
said SVB’s Sara Vakhshouri, 
Business Recorder reported.

Analysts believe the higher 
exports of Iranian crude oil appear 
to be the result of the Islamic 
Republic’s success in evading U.S. 
sanctions.

Also in August, Bloomberg 
reported that China’s oil imports 
from Iran were soaring in August 
so that the shipments were 
expected to reach 1.5 million bpd, 
the highest since 2013.

Citing estimates from 
data intelligence firm Kpler, 
Blomberg put China’s imports of 
Iranian oil during the January-
July 2023 period at 917,000 bpd 
on average.

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s 
canned fish export has risen 198 
percent in the first five months of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-August 22), compared 
to the same period of time in the 
past year.

According to Abbas Mokhtari, 
the director general of the 
Agriculture Ministry’s Office of 
Quality Improvement, Processing, 
and Aquatic Market Development, 
3,347 tons of canned fish worth 
$2.9 million were exported during 
the mentioned five months, also 
registering a 142 percent rise in 
terms of weight.

As the official has announced, 
the value of the country’s fishery 

export has risen 32 percent in the 
first five months of the present 
year, compared to the same period 
of time in the previous year.

He said that over 83,000 tons 
of fisheries and aquaculture 
products worth $140 million were 
exported during the mentioned 
five months, also registering a 32 
percent rise in terms of weight.

Iran’s aquaculture industry is 
on a wave of progress and has 
world ranks in the production of 
some fishery products.

According to the head of the 
Iran Fisheries Organization (IFO), 
the country exported $600 million 
worth of fishery products in the 

previous Iranian calendar year 1401.

Announcing a positive balance 
of $520 million in the previous 
year, Hossein Hosseini said that 
there is a capacity of up to $2 
billion in exports for the country’s 
fishery industry.

It is worth mentioning that the 
growth and development of Iran’s 
aquaculture industry has reached 
the point where the country has 
become a model for the countries 
of the region and the world.

The United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) believes that Iran plays a 
responsible and central role in the 
fishing and aquaculture industry 

in the region, and for this reason, 
it can be considered a model for 
the countries of the region.

Now the world markets have 
become the target of the export of 
the country’s fishery products, so 
that, the value of fishery exports 
also increased by 67 percent in 
the Iranian calendar year 1400 
compared to the preceding year.

In addition to the executive role 
of the IFO, the role of research 
and knowledge-based activities 
in this field is very important, and 
the entry of young specialists 
and knowledge-based experts 
in various sectors of the fishery 
industry has made the sanctions 
ineffective.

TEHRAN - The acting head of Iran Small 
Industries and Industrial Parks Organization 
(ISIPO) said 717 knowledge-based production 
units are currently operating in the country’s 
industrial parks and zones.

According to Farshad Moghimi, 1,800 deals 

have been signed in the country’s industrial 
parks in the first half of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-September 22) of 
which 50 have been with knowledge-based 
firms, IRIB reported.

“One of the most important requirements 
of knowledge-based companies is the 
distribution of their products in the market; 
Knowledge-based companies should check 
the country’s needs and make sure that after 
producing a product or investing in knowledge 
and technology, their capital will return,” 
Moghimi said.

According to the official, the Industry, 
Mining and Trade Ministry has recently 
unveiled a support package for knowledge-
based companies.

Back in June, the former head of Iran Small 

Industries and Industrial Parks Organization 
said that the organization’s special package to 
support knowledge-based companies will be 
announced soon to provide more support for 
them.

Ali Rasoulian said, “We are looking to make 
the capable and talented companies located in 
the industrial parks and zones of the country 
knowledge-based, and we do this with the 
help of our specialized consultants.”

The official has also said that the industrial 
parks in deprived areas are prioritized for fund 
allocation.

Emphasizing the need to create an industrial 
balance in the country, Rasoulian said that to 
achieve this goal, the establishment of new 
industrial parks and zones in deprived areas 
is also in the plan.

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar 
week (ended on Friday), Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME) witnessed trade of 2,722,821 
tons of commodities with a total trading 
value of more than $614 million on its physical 
market.

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations 
and International Affairs Department, the 
exchange saw on its metals and minerals 
trading floor trade of 2,218,666 tons of 
commodities valued at nearly $363 million.

On this floor the IME sold 1,301,665 tons 
of cement, 456,000 tons of iron ore, 333,131 
tons of steel, 145,500 tons of sponge iron, 
7,415 tons of copper, 4,405 tons of aluminum, 
550 tons of zinc, 200 tons of molybdenum 
concentrate and 45 tons of precious metals 
concentrate.

It’s worth noting as well that the IME’s 
agricultural trading floor saw trade of 1,050 
kg of saffron.

Moreover, the IME witnessed on both 
domestic and export rings of its oil and 
petrochemical trading floor 471,169 tons of 
commodities worth more than $236 million.

Commodities traded on this floor included 
177,580 tons of bitumen, 146,500 tons of 
vacuum bottom, 101,228 tons of polymeric 
products, 38,703 tons of chemicals, 6,390 tons 
of sulfur, 854 tons of petroleum products, 600 
tons of waterproofing materials, 140 tons of 
feedstocks, 100 tons of oil and 80 tons of lube 
cut.

The IME also traded within the same week 
32,986 tons of goods on its side market.

As previously reported, Iran Mercantile 
Exchange witnessed trade of 11.9 million tons 
of commodities and 81 vehicles with a total 
trading value of more than $2.7 billion on 
its physical market during the past Iranian 
calendar month (ended on September 22).

The exchange saw on its metals and 
minerals trading floor, trade of 9,548,604 
tons of commodities and 81 vehicles valued 
at more than $1.6 billion.

On this floor the IME sold 4,926,643 tons of 
cement, 2,350,000 tons of iron ore, 1,417,048 
tons of steel, 886,000 tons of sponge iron, 
85,575 tons of aluminum, 47,680 tons of zinc, 
22,454 tons of copper, 1,450 tons of cast iron, 
1,000 tons of coke, 670 tons of molybdenum 
concentrate and 45 tons of precious metals 
concentrate.

It’s worth noting that the IME also traded 
1,530 kg of saffron on its agricultural trading 
floor.

Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of 
2,189,032 tons of commodities worth more 
than $1 billion on both domestic and export 
rings of its oil and petrochemical trading 
floor.
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TSE launches professional 
investment market

Thermal power plants’ overhaul 
operation begins

Iran exports 90,000 tons of eggs in H1

$20b invested to complete semi-finished 
oil projects in 2 years: Oji

Canned fish exports increase 198% in 5 months on year

717 knowledge-based units operating in industrial parks

Commodities worth over $614m traded at IME in a week

Iranian oil production hits 2018 high 
of 3.15m bpd: survey



The United Nations denounced the 
assassination of General Soleimani as 

“unlawful” and many others around 
the world vented their anger against 

the U.S. on the streets. 
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Mexico president 
slams US military 
support for 
Ukraine
Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez 

Obrador on Monday panned U.S. military aid 
to Ukraine, suggesting it was “irrational,” and 
stepped-up criticism of the war effort as he 
urged Washington to devote more resources to 
helping Latin American countries. 

 Lopez Obrador has long called on the 
United States to devote more funds to 
helping economic development in Central 
America and the Caribbean in order to ease 
migratory pressures.  

During his regular daily press conference, 
Lopez Obrador criticized the U.S. Congress 
for not freeing up money for the region, 
before making reference to wrangling last 
week on a stopgap funding bill that stripped 
out further aid for Ukraine. 

 “I was just looking at how now they’re not 
authorizing aid for the war in Ukraine,” he 
said. “But how much have they destined for 
the Ukraine war? 30 to 50 billion dollars for 
the war. Which is the most irrational thing 
you can have. And damaging.” 

 “So they do have to modify their strategy 
and learn respect. It’s not the time for 
them to ignore Mexican authorities,” Lopez 
Obrador added.  

The leftist Lopez Obrador has sought 
to keep Mexico neutral in the war, and 
criticized Western military aid for Kyiv. He 
has also proposed peace talks to end the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

US increases 
pressure on 
Ukraine to do 
more to counter 
corruption
The US is increasingly urging Ukraine to do 

more to combat governmental corruption, 
issuing several notices to Kyiv in the last 
few weeks indicating that certain kinds of 
US economic aid will be linked to Ukraine’s 
progress in reforming its institutions, multiple 
US officials told CNN.  

The Biden administration’s commitment 
to supporting Ukraine’s military remains 
undiminished. But officials have made clear 
recently that other forms of US aid are 
potentially in jeopardy if Ukraine does not do 
more to address corruption. 

 Congress has not yet approved the 
administration’s request for $24 billion 
in additional funding for Ukraine, with 
some Republicans wary of providing so 
much money without robust oversight and 
conditions attached.  

“The message to the Ukrainians has 
always been that if any of these funds are 
misappropriated, then it jeopardizes all US 
aid to the country,” one US official familiar 
with the efforts told CNN.

India tells Canada 
to remove 41 of its 
62 diplomats in the 
country
India has told Canada to remove 41 of its 62 

diplomats in the country, an official familiar 
with the matter said Tuesday, ramping up a 
confrontation between the two countries over 
Canadian accusations that India may have been 
involved in the killing of a Sikh separatist leader 
in suburban Vancouver.  

The official spoke on condition of 
anonymity as they were not authorized to 
speak publicly ahead of public reaction from 
the Canadian government later Tuesday. The 
official confirmed an earlier report from the 
Financial Times. 

 India’s Ministry of External Affairs declined 
to comment. 

 Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
stood up in Parliament last month and said 
there were “credible allegations” of Indian 
involvement in the slaying of Hardeep Singh 
Nijjar, a 45-year-old Sikh leader who was killed 
by masked gunmen in June in Surrey, outside 
Vancouver. For years, India has said Nijjar, a 
Canadian citizen born in India, has links to 
terrorism, an allegation Nijjar denied. 

 Arranging the killing of a Canadian citizen 
in Canada, home to nearly 2 million people of 
Indian descent, would be unprecedented. 

 India has accused Canada for years of giving 
free rein to Sikh separatists, including Nijjar. 

 India has also canceled visas for Canadians. 
Canada has not retaliated for that. India also 
previously expelled a senior Canadian diplomat 
after Canada expelled a senior Indian diplomat.

Germany preparing 
to send thousands 
of troops to 
Russian border 
state
Germany and Lithuania are working on 

creating a road map for the deployment of a 
brigade of German soldiers to the Baltic state, 
Defense Minister Boris Pistorius announced 
in an interview with the news outlet ERR on 
Monday.  

The minister announced several weeks ago 
that Berlin planned to send as many as 4,000 
troops to Lithuania, which already houses 
around 1,500 German troops as part of a 
NATO battlegroup.   

In the recent interview, he explained that 
the move was being done in order to show 
“solidarity and responsibility in the East Wing.”    

 Pistorius said that there was still a lot to 
do before the soldiers could be deployed, but 
stated that Germany and Lithuania expect to 
have a road map and a clear picture on how 
to proceed by the end of November or early 
December.

Insurgents kill 
Nigerien soldiers 
near Mali border 
 The Nigerian defense ministry announced 

that 29 soldiers were killed in an ambush by 
insurgents near the country’s border with Mali, 
the deadliest attack since the military seized 
power in a coup in July.  

The attack in Niger took place as soldiers 
were returning from operations against 
the militants. They were targeted by more 
than 100 assailants in vehicles and on 
motorbikes using explosive devices and 
suicide bombers.  

“The provisional toll of the attack is as 
follows, 29 soldiers fell in battle and two 
were wounded,” the defense ministry said 
in a statement read on Niger national 
television, adding that several dozen 
assailants were killed. 

 It did not specify which group was responsible 
or when exactly the ambush occurred but said 
the military operation took place between 26 
September and 2 October.  

Three days of national mourning have been 
declared. 

 Niger and its neighbors Mali and Burkina 
Faso, also run by military governments that 
seized power in coups, are all battling militants 
linked to Al-Qaeda and ISIS terror groups. 

 It is believed that terrorist groups are 
responsible for thousands killed and two 
million displaced people in the Sahel region.  

 Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso signed a 
security pact last month promising to defend 
each other against rebels or aggressors. 

Meanwhile, the Niger junta who seized power 
in the coup denied a mediation offer by Algeria 
to solve its political crisis, even though Algeria 
had said on Monday it had received official 
notification of Niger’s acceptance.

WORLD HEADLINES

The continued presence of US forces in 
Iraq is detrimental to the Arab country’s 
security as Washington has always put its 
interests over Iraq’s interests, says a political 
commentator.

Mohammed al-Khazaali, in an interview 
with the Press TV website, said security 
analyses show American bases are where 
terrorist and extremist groups are nurtured.

He called for the immediate ouster of 
US forces from the Arab country, saying 
Americans have a “dark history” of killing 
Iraqi people and using extremist groups as a 
tool to advance US interests.

“Based on the findings of many security 
analyses, the bases of the US-led coalition 
are where terrorist elements are nurtured, 
and hence the continued presence of the US 
forces in Iraq poses a threat to the security 
of Iraq as well as its neighbors,” Khazaali told 
the Press TV website.

More than two decades into America’s 
deadly invasion of Iraq, 2,500 American 
troops are still present in the country who 
Washington claims are meant to advise and 
assist Iraqi forces fighting the remnants of 
the Daesh terror group.

Iraqi officials and political groups have 
repeatedly called for the ouster of American 
forces from the country, especially since 
the 2020 US assassination of Iran’s top 
anti-terror commander General Qassem 
Soleimani in Baghdad.

According to the outcome of the “strategic 
dialogue” held between the US and Iraq in 
2020 and 2021, the US was stipulated to end 
its military presence in Iraq by the end of 
2021.

However, Washington later said it would 
only withdraw its combat forces from the 
Arab country and would keep hundreds of 
troops in an advisory capacity, which experts 
dismiss as an attempt to hoodwink the 
international community.

Khazaali said all branches of government in 
Iraq agree that the US should get out of Iraq, 

stressing that the country can alone fight 
terrorists there.

“The three branches of the Iraqi 
government, namely the executive, the 
parliament and the judiciary, have repeatedly 
called for the withdrawal of the forces of the 
US-led coalition,” he stressed.

“They have declared that Iraq does not need 
these forces as its own forces are capable of 
protecting Iraq’s security and have a long 
experience of fighting Al-Qaeda and Daesh.”

Khazaali cited remarks by Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani earlier 
this week that Iraq does not need foreign 
combat troops and even the presence of 
military advisors should end.

“We are not in need of combat troops; what 
we have are military advisers, but even their 
presence needs regulation, in terms of their 
size, location and how long they remain,” 
Sudani told the UAE-based paper The 
National.

He added that there needs to be a “clear 
timeline” to end the presence of foreign 
troops in Iraq.

Khazaali, on the reason behind the US 
insistence on remaining in Iraq despite the 
elimination of the Daesh threat, said the US 
presence in Iraq is only in the interests of the 

US government and not Iraqis.

“The US is trying to boost its influence in 
Iraq as it has a strategic significance for the 
US. Iraq can be a base for the US from which 
it can better advance its West Asia interests. 
Therefore, the Americans do everything to 
stay in Iraq,” he said.

Khazaali stressed that the Iraqi government 
should put more pressure on the US to end 
its military presence in Iraq, as it is only a 
source of problems.

“The American forces’ continued presence 
is another form of occupation that should 
be dealt with more seriously by the Iraqi 
government,” he noted in a conversation with 
the Press TV website.

The analyst warned that anti-US resistance 
forces in Iraq are determined to fight the 
occupiers in case they refuse to leave the 
Arab country.

“Efforts by Iraqi resistance forces foiled 
America’s plots to sow divisions among Iraqis 
and to incite radical groups into destroying 
Iraq,” he stated.

“These resistance forces appear to be 
determined to confront the American forces 
and if necessary, force them out of Iraq. The 
US forces killed many Iraqis and the extremist 
groups they nurtured also killed many Iraqis.”

US bases in Iraq are where terrorist elements are nurtured: analyst

From page 1   The IRGC Quds 
Force officer quickly asked 
again what do you need for this 
operation, fearing for the Hajji 
life. 

Hajj Qassem replied that  
‘I need to ask you for a request’. 

‘Go ahead’.

The Hajji said when I was in 
Tehran in the Quds Force center. 
There was an open hill there 
and there were always different 
animals there, including wild 
animals and foxes. A divided area 
for birds also. 

The Hajji told him that when I 
was in Tehran, I used to always 
take food for these animals and 
now there is no one to give them 
any food. 

This is the only request I have. 
Please send somebody or go 
there, the weather is very cold 
now and they certainly do not 
have any food so please deliver 
some food for them.”

What other events would you 
think reflected his humanitarian 
side on the battlefield?

“There were so many. Once in 
al-Bukamal (Eastern Syria). 

You know the Hajji, especially 
with the social media videos 
that went viral was very caring, 
passionate and such a kind, 
humble gentleman; he spoke 
softly and with love. At the same 
time, all these characteristics 
gave him so much respect among 
everyone around him. 

This was very clear, everyone 
knows these characteristics, 
through his photos, videos and 
other footage. 

In al-Bukamal, one of the 
brothers had a radio (walkie 
talkie), people were talking from 
different locations, when Hajj 
Qassem’s voice came on. 

I felt, for the first time, that 
Hajj Qassem was extremely 
angry. He was very upset and you 
can sense the anger in his voice 
at the person he was addressing. 

I was surprised. In al-Bukamal 
the situation was very tense, a 
very difficult operation and the 
Hajji angry. 

I wanted to find out what 

was going on. 

I soon found out that the 
person that Hajj Qassem was 
addressing was in charge of 
delivering food to the soldiers. 

So, there was this group of 
young men, among them Afghan 
and Pakistani volunteers. 

This unit had entered in the 
middle of the battlefield so the 
food had not been delivered 
to them and they didn’t say 
anything or complain about it. 

After many long hours, the 
leader of the unit contacted 
the Hajji asking ‘if we can just 
get some water, we might get 
stuck later.’

So, the Hajji was very angry at 
the person responsible for the 
food asking him why nothing has 
been delivered to these soldiers? 

This person replied, ‘nobody 
requested from me. I have 
prepared the food; they haven’t 
come to collect it’.

The Hajji got even angrier and 

as I told you I learnt afterward, 
the Hajji had told the man 
responsible for food that you 
have to deliver the food to the 
soldiers. 

These volunteers, the Hajji 
said, didn’t leave their families 
and work to come and pick up 
food. You must deliver it. This is 
your responsibility. You are not 
a cook so that people come and 
pick up their lunch, the Hajji had 
told him. 

‘How have you not paid 
attention that these people have 
taken this path and are fighting 
to save women and children, how 
can you allow this to happen, 
these people have come here 
to fight and you are sitting here 
with an excuse.’

This is what the Hajji said.”

What was it like being a 
war journalist with General 
Soleimani? 

“In the war against Daesh 
terrorism, especially in Iraq and 
Syria, most of us, as journalists, 

wanted to be as close as possible 
to the front line, a sensitive point, 
or a decisive event, for example, 
to get the best coverage. 

This was something even more 
important when it came to the 
liberation of an area or land. 

Every reporter wished for this. 
Perhaps not everyone but the 
majority of the reporters. 

This happened on a number 
of occasions in Iraq and Syria 
when we were so happy that we 
finished our coverage with very 
critical developments captured. 

At one point, we were very 
close to the terrorists, whereby 
the cameraman was in shooting 
distance of a sniper. Suddenly 
we saw the Hajji was at a point 
which was even closer to the 
enemy than we were. 

He was on a motorbike, sitting 
at the back and entered the 
battlefield ahead of us. 

This happened on a number of 
occasions in Iraq and Syria. 

When you see the Hajji in 
front of you and give you the 
green light to follow him, you 
just felt safe. 

Most of the other 
commanders would give orders 
to go to the battle while they sat 
back at the barracks, the Hajji 
was always the opposite. He 
was unique and enabled us to 
make the best reports.”

The humanity of General Soleimani 



TEHRAN - The hot summer, 
unauthorized deep-water drilling, and 
other challenges associated with the 
changing climate are threatening to 
destroy invaluable cultural landmarks 
including Naqsh-e Rostam, which is 
a majestic rock-hewn necropolis in 
southern Iran.

On Monday, Fars news agency 
released a collection of images 
that highlighted arrays of long 
serious cracks appearing inside the 
Achaemenid era (c. 550 – 330 BC) site.

“We are witnessing the 
emergence of numerous cracks and 
natural subsidence of the ground in 
this historical site, which will cause 
damage to this site in the long run,” 
Fars wrote.

Some experts believe the 
presence of numerous pump houses 
and the arbitrary extraction of 
underground water for agricultural 
purposes around this historical site 
among the causes of the damage, 
the news agency wrote.

One of the wonders of the ancient 
world, Naqsh-e Rostam, which 
bears arrays of scenic Sassanid bas-
relief carvings, is situated near the 

UNESCO-designated Persepolis

The necropolis embraces four 
tombs where Persian Achaemenid 
kings are laid to rest, believed to 
be those of Darius II, Artaxerxes I, 
Darius I, and Xerxes I (from left to 
right facing the cliff), although some 
historians are still debating this.

There are stunning bas-relief 
carvings above the tomb chambers 
that are similar to those at 

Persepolis, with the kings standing 
on thrones supported by figures 
representing the subject nations 
below. There are also two similar 
graves situated on the premises of 
Persepolis, probably belonging to 
Artaxerxes II and Artaxerxes III.

Beneath the funerary chambers 
are dotted with seven Sassanian era 
(224–651) bas-reliefs cut into the 
cliff depict vivid scenes of imperial 
conquests and royal ceremonies; 

signboards below each relief give a 
detailed description in English.

At the foot of Naqsh-e Rostam, 
in the direction of the cliff face, 
stands a square building known as 
Ka’beh-ye Zardusht, meaning Kaaba 
of Zoroaster. The building, which is 
roughly 12 meters high and 7 meters 
square, probably was constructed 
in the first half of the 6th century 
BC, although it bears a variety of 
inscriptions from later periods.

Though the Ka’beh-ye Zardusht 
is of great linguistic interest, its 
original purpose is not clear. It may 
have been a tomb for Achaemenian 
royalty or some sort of altar, perhaps 
to the goddess Anahiti, also called 
Anahita believed to be associated 
with royalty, war, and fertility.

Naqsh-e Rostam, which literary 
means “Picture of Rostam” is named 
after a mythical Iranian hero which 
is most celebrated in Shahnameh 
and Persian mythology. Back in 
time, natives of the region had 
erroneously supposed that the 
carvings below the tombs represent 
depictions of the mythical hero.

TEHRAN—Iran’s deputy tourism minister has 
said the waiting time for the issuance of tourist 
visas has reduced to one week.

“The process of issuing [tourist] visas used 
to be long, but now they are issued in a week 
at most,” Mehr quoted Ali-Asghar Shalbafian as 
saying on Monday.

“Of course, that simplification process was in 
line with the country’s policy to facilitate tourist 
arrivals,” Shalbafian said in a Tehran conference.

For the newest attempt, Iran and Russia have 
implemented a visa cancellation deal [for tourist 
groups of 5 to 50 travelers], the deputy minister 
added.

The Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts, in close collaboration with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, seeks a border-easing 
strategy based on which it may unilaterally drop 
visa requirements for passport holders of 60 
states, the official noted.

According to Shalbafian, the rate of tourist 
arrivals in Iran, mostly from its neighboring 
countries, is “promising”. “The course of 
attracting inbound passengers was promising so 
that from the first of the year to end of Shahrivar, 

three million and 354 thousand travelers entered 
the country, which shows a growth of 38% 
compared to a year earlier,” he said.

He probably hinted at the country’s tourism 
revival as coronavirus restrictions have been 
eased, but remained way below pre-pandemic 
levels.

According to the latest United Nations World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) World Tourism 
Barometer, foreign tourist arrivals in the Islamic 
Republic reached some 2.93 million between 
January and July 2023.

Although the country’s performance as a 
tourism destination is still far below that of 
2019, which was before the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is improving slightly compared to 
last year’s statistics.

The average statistics of Iran’s tourism from 
January to August 2023 is 50% lower than the 
same period in 2019 based on the barometer 
that tracks the sector’s post-pandemic recovery 
throughout 2023 up to the end of July.

Accordingly, Iran attracted 181,423 foreign 
travelers in January; 327, 816 people in February; 
363,547 in March; 381.769 in April, 537,837 in 

May; 551.142 in June; and 590, 350 in July.

Another statistic compiled by Iran’s tourism 
ministry indicates the country saw 3.35 million 
tourist arrivals in the first half of the current 
Iranian calendar year (started March 21), which 
soars 38 percent year on year.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a bonanza 
from its numerous tourist spots such as bazaars, 
museums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses, 
madrasas, mausoleums, churches, towers, 
and mansions, of which 27 are inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list.

TEHRAN—The ancient underground ‘city’ of 
Samen, which is now under restoration, will 
reopen to visitors before Nowruz, which marks 
Iranian New Year, Hamedan’s tourism chief said 
on Monday.

“We are doing our best to implement all 
the needed necessary protocols and safety 
procedures inside the Samen underground city to 
make it ready to host visitors during the Nowruz 
holidays (officially starting on March 20, 2024),” 
Mohsen Masum-Alizadeh said.

Recently, the site was inspected by a panel of 
experts from the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts. And as soon as the 
Ministry declares its approval of safety procedures, 
they will be implemented, the official said.

Situated in Malayer county of Hamedan 

province, the underground city is believed to date 
from the Parthian period (247 BC—224 CE) based 
on archaeological evidence.

The property has 25 rooms carved into the 
rock, interconnected tunnels, and corridors. The 
underground complex seems to have been used 
first for religious purposes, then as a cemetery, 
and finally as an emergency shelter.

Iran is a haven for cave architecture that is 
somewhat forgotten, although it is full of life 
and creativity. The village of Kandovan in the 
northwest is one of the most famous examples 
of troglodyte architecture in the country. Its ice 
cream cone-shaped houses resemble those of 
Turkiye’s Cappadocia.

Hamedan, called Ecbatana in ancient times, 
was one of the largest cities of antiquity. Pitifully 

little remains of antiquity, but significant parts 
of the city center have been left to be excavated. 
Ecbatana was the capital of Media and later a 
summer residence of the Achaemenian kings 
who ruled Persia from 553 to 330 BC.

Hamadan has had many names: it was possibly 
the Bit Daiukki of the Assyrians, Hangmatana, 
or Agbatana, to the Medes, and Ecbatana to 
the Greeks. One of the Median capitals, under 
Cyrus II (the Great; died 529 BC) and later 
Achaemenian rulers, it was the site of a royal 
summer palace. About 1220 Hamedan was 
destroyed by the Mongols. In 1386, it was sacked 
by Timur (Tamerlane), a Turkic conqueror, and 
the inhabitants were massacred. It was partly 
restored in the 17th century and subsequently 
changed hands often between Iranian ruling 
houses and the Ottomans.

T E H R A N — M a z a n d a r a n ’ s 
governor general has said the 
northern province is set to attract 
two million foreign travelers per 
annum by the end of President 
Ebrahim Raisi’s administration in 

2025.

“Mazandaran has set a target to 
host two million foreign tourists 
per annum by the end of the 13th 
[government] administration,” 

Seyyed Mahmoud Hosseinipour 
said on Tuesday.

According to Hosseinipour, 
Mazandaran is still unknown to 
potential overseas holidaymakers, 
though it is a major destination 
for domestic travelers.

Sandwiched between the 
towering Alborz mountain range 
and the Caspian Sea, the picture-
perfect province attracted some 
1.8 million domestic travelers 
on August 1 and 2, which were 
national holidays declared by the 
government due to a heat wave.

The province’s ever-present 
green landscapes provide a 
perfect backdrop for hiking, 
biking, and exploring. Visitors 

can take a stroll at the stunning 
Larijan hot springs, one of the 
most famous natural attractions 
in the region, and relax after a 
long day of exploring.

The varied nature of the 
province features plains, prairies, 
forests, and rainforest stretching 
from the sandy beaches of 
the Caspian Sea to the rugged 
and snowcapped Alborz sierra, 
including Mount Damavand, one 
of the highest peaks and volcanos 
in Asia. More than 800 registered 
historical and cultural sites, 
338 km of shorelines, mineral 
springs in jungles and mountains, 
waterfalls, and caves are among 
the major tourist attractions in 
the province.

By Syed Zafar Mahdi
Amid the hustle and bustle of the traditional 

bazaar in central Iran’s Qazvin city, known as 
a cradle of culture, arts and architecture, a 
spectacular castle hotel dating back to the late 
19th century remains a center of attraction.

With towering gates, expansive lawns 
and exquisite architecture, Sa’ad al-Saltaneh 
has the distinction of being the largest and 
most picturesque caravanserai in the land of 
caravanserais.

A bastion of commerce and tourism in 
the pre-World War I era, this caravanserai, 
or roadside inn, has undergone multiple 
makeovers, but its aura and originality remain 
intact.

Sa’ad al-Saltaneh was among 54 Iranian 
caravanserais added to the UNESCO World 
Heritage List last month.

The announcement came during the World 
Heritage Committee’s recent annual meeting 
in Riyadh, where UNESCO unveiled 23 new 
World Heritage sites, from Cambodia’s temples 
to China’s tea forests, Mongolia’s Deer Stone 
monuments, Europe’s historic towns and 
Türkiye’s archaeological sites.

The vast network of caravanserais along 
Iran’s ancient Silk Road trade route provided 
“shelter, food and water for caravans, pilgrims 
and other travelers,” reads the description on 
the UNESCO website.

“They are considered to be the most 
influential and valuable examples of the 
caravanserais of Iran, revealing a wide range 
of architectural styles, adaptation to climatic 
conditions, and construction materials, spread 
across thousands of kilometers and built over 
many centuries,” it added.

Network of caravanserais
There are hundreds of caravanserais across 

Iran, mostly located on historic trade routes 
that connected the country with Asia and 
Europe, including the Silk Road that traversed 
vast deserts.

With the addition of the caravanserais, Iran 
now boasts 27 historical sites recognized by 
UNESCO, including Persepolis, the capital of the 
6th century Achaemenid Empire.

According to historians, Persian 
caravanserais can be traced back to the 
Achaemenid era, which was founded by Cyrus 
the Great in 550 BC, but 
they blossomed during 
the Safavid dynasty’s rule 
between 1501 and 1736, 
when new monuments, 
mosques and caravanserais 
were commissioned.

“The origin of Persian 
caravanserais definitely 
goes back to the 
Achaemenid Empire as trade 
was extensive and these 
roadside inns eased the 
long travels of traders and 
other travelers,” Mohammad 
Mehdi, a university professor 
and historian, told Anadolu.

“But Safavid rulers paid greater attention 
to the role of caravanserais in promoting 
commerce and cultural exchanges and 
constructed many of them from Kermanshah 
to West Azerbaijan to Isfahan.”

Some of the prominent caravanserais in Iran, 
apart from Sa’ad al-Saltaneh, include the Shah 
Abbas caravanserai in western Kermanshah 
province; Zein-o-din caravanserai in the central 
province of Yazd; Qasr-e Bahram caravanserai 
in the middle of Dasht-e Kavir desert in 
northern Semnan province; and Robat Sharaf 
in Khorasan Razavi province that dates to the 
Seljuk era in 1144 CE.

Most of these roadside inns were constructed 
with baked bricks and gypsum, with water 
wells inside their compounds for travelers to 
quench their thirst, according to archaeologists 
and historians, and as the traffic on the busy 
Silk Road increased, so did the construction of 
caravanserais.

Embodiment of Persian architecture
Caravanserais have traditionally been 

known to represent the world-famous Persian 
architecture and the Persian civilization, 
with Iran acting as a bridge between ancient 
civilizations in the east and west.

“The Iranian caravanserai embodies 
traditional Persian architecture dating back 

to Achaemenids, Sassanids and Safavids. The 
name literally means the place of caravans in 
Persian, and it was a place where pilgrims and 
traders could interact en route to their final 
destination,” Hassan Alamuti, a cultural activist 
who describes himself as a “caravanserai 
enthusiast,” told Anadolu.

Caravanserais have a “large courtyard ringed 
by arched storerooms, ramparts, prayer room, 
hamam, and stables for camels and horses,” 
all the amenities that travelers would need, he 
explained.

“A large gate resembling an ‘iwan’ features 
prominently to protect the guests, which is why 
some caravanserais resemble somewhat of a 
fortress,” Alamuti said, referring to the vaulted 
space commonly used as an entrance in Islamic 
architecture.

He said Iran has the greatest number 
of caravanserais in the world, which are 
“found throughout the country featuring 
similar characteristics, while incorporating 
regional vernacular in accordance with the 
environment.”

Mohammad Esmaeil Esmaeili, head of the 
Society of Iranian Archaeology and a professor 
at the University of Tehran, said the listing of 
Iranian caravanserais is the outcome of “years 
of efforts by Iranian cultural heritage officials 
under various governments.”

“The Iranian caravanserai is one of the 
most amazing pieces of engineering … (in) 
complicated geographical conditions,” he told 
Anadolu.

He explained that Iranians wanted to engage 
in trade with other nations and to spread 
Persian culture but faced a big obstacle: lack of 
water in vast barren deserts across the country, 
which prompted them to build a network of 
caravanserais.

“This network not only connected Iranians 
with each other but provided a safe path for 
the global movement of goods and people that 
enabled Persian architects, poets, thinkers and 
scientists to move outside Iran and influence 
the whole world,” Esmaeili said.

Apart from the countryside, Alamuti pointed 
out that caravanserais are also found in major 
cities such as Tehran, which is home to a large 
caravanserai, Khanat, tucked away in the city’s 

busy southern part.

He added that the UNESCO 
listing will help “preserve its 
identity, origin, and history, 
and also assists efforts 
to restore dilapidated 
caravanserais and shed light 
on the Iranian concept.”

Value for tourism
According to Iran’s Deputy 

Culture Minister Ali Darabi, 
the country has more than 
1,000 caravanserais, of 
which 700 are registered as 
national heritage sites.

The collection of 54 
caravanserais listed by UNESCO, he said, are 
scattered across 24 provinces of the country.

Darabi said the move will have a “significant 
impact on the influx of tourists and expansion 
of tourism industry.”

Ahmad Dinari, a tourism and investment 
adviser, described it as a “valuable step,” 
stressing that it will attract domestic and 
foreign investors for the restoration and 
protection of caravanserais and also draw 
more tourists.

Iran’s tourism sector, beset by a host of 
challenges, has seen a revival lately, according 
to a recent report by the World Travel and 
Tourism Council.

The majority of tourists to Iran, the report 
said, come from Iraq, Azerbaijan and Türkiye.

Tour operators are also hopeful about the 
positive impact of the UNESCO listing, saying it 
will give the sector a much-needed boost.

“Iranophobia is the biggest challenge facing 
the tourism sector, which prevents many 
tourists, especially from Western countries, 
from traveling to Iran,” Kaveh Mirzae, a tour 
agent in the city of Kashan, told Anadolu.

“I think this UNESCO recognition will help 
dispel misconceptions about Iran.”

(Source: Anadolu Ajansı) 

There are hundreds of 
caravanserais across 

Iran, mostly located on 
historic trade routes that 

connected the country 
with Asia and Europe, 
including the Silk Road 

that traversed vast 
deserts.
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Caravanserais: What are Iran’s historic 
marvels granted world heritage status?

Majestic Naqsh-e Rostam under threat 
from climate change

Waiting time for Iran’s tourist visas shortened to 
one week, deputy minister says

Troglodyte underground ‘city’ to reopen to sightseers 
after restoration ends

Mazandaran targets two million overseas tourists by 2025



TEHRAN – The Times Higher Education (THE) 
World University Rankings 2024 has listed 36 
Iranian universities among the world’s top 1,000 
institutions, compared with 29 universities in 
2023.

The Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings 2024 include 1,904 universities across 
108 countries and regions.

The ranking is based on 18 carefully calibrated 
performance indicators that measure an institu-
tion’s performance across five areas: teaching, 
research environment, research quality, industry, 
and international outlook.

Sharif University of Technology ranks first 
among Iranian universities with a rank in the 
range of 301-350.Amirkabir University comes 
next with a rank in the range of 351-400.

The University of Tehran and Iran University of 
Science and Technology both are in the range of 
401-500.

Shahid Beheshti Medical University, Tehran 
Medical University, and Iran Medical University 
are in the range of 601-800.This year’s ranking 
analyzed over 134 million citations across 16.5 
million research publications and included survey 
responses from 68,402 scholars globally. Over-
all, it collected 411,789 data points from more 
than 2,673 institutions that submitted data.

Oxford University is at the top of this ranking 
for the eighth year in a row.

The highest new entry in this ranking is the 
Catholic University of Italy, which is ranked 301-
350. However, most of the institutions joining the 
rankings for the first time this year are in Asia.

The United States is the most represented 
country with 169 institutions, as well as the most 
represented among the top 200 institutions, 
with 56 universities.

India, with 91 institutions of higher education, 
is currently the fourth most represented country 
and has surpassed China (86).

Four countries entered this ranking for the 
first time, all of them in Europe. The addition of 
Kosovo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedo-
nia, and Armenia is contrary to last year’s trend, 
which has caused these countries to be repre-
sented in the ranking of the world’s top univer-
sities.

In addition to the 1,904 ranked institutions, an 
additional 769 universities are listed with “report-
er” status, meaning they submitted data but did 
not meet the eligibility criteria to receive a rank and 
agreed to appear as reporters in the final table.

The world’s top ten universities in 2024 are as 
follows:

University of Oxford, Stanford University, Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, Harvard Universi-
ty, University of Cambridge, California Institute of 
Technology, Imperial College London, University of 
California, Berkeley, and Yale University.

Academic rankings 2023
Multiple organizations annually rank universi-

ties around the world based on different criteria.
According to an early release from the 2023 

edition of the World Intellectual Property Organi-
zation’s (WIPO) Global Innovation Index (GII), Teh-

ran ranks 34th among the top 100 Science and 
Technology (S&T) clusters in the world.

In September, Iranian higher education insti-
tutions once again demonstrated their global 
prominence, with 18 universities making their 
mark in the prestigious “Performance Ranking 
of Scientific Papers for World Universities,” also 
known as the “Taiwan Ranking,” released annual-
ly by the National Taiwan University.

The University of Tehran has emerged as the 
torchbearer of Iranian academia, securing an im-
pressive global ranking of 286 in the 2023 Taiwan 
Ranking. This distinction cements the University 
of Tehran’s reputation as a world-class institu-
tion committed to research excellence.

In August, the second edition of the Webo-
metrics ranking 2023 of the World Universities 
ranked 440 Iranian institutions among 30,000 
top universities worldwide.

Tehran University, ranked 305 in the world, is 
the top among Iranian institutions on the list fol-
lowed by Tehran University of Medical Sciences, 
Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences.

The first edition of the Webometrics Ranking 
of World Universities 2023, in June, ranked 457 
Iranian institutions among around 32,000 top 
universities across the world.

Universities (ARWU), also known as Shanghai 
Ranking, placed ten universities from Iran among 
the top 1000 universities in the world in the 
Shanghai Ranking, 2023, according to the head 
of the Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC).              

The University of Tehran is among the top 500 
universities in the world with a rank of 401-500, 
the best among Iranian universities, the ISC head 
Ahmad Fazelzadeh said, IRIB reported.

In the 2023 edition of the Times Higher Edu-
cation Young University Rankings which includes 
605 universities, Iran became the third most rep-
resented nation with 39 institutions.

The latest edition of the QS World Universi-
ty Rankings placed seven Iranian universities 
among the world’s top institutes.

The Leiden ranking system published the 2023 
report, according to which 46 Iranian universi-
ties were among the 1,411 top universities in the 
world. Among Islamic countries, Iran ranked first, 
followed by Turkey and Egypt with 36 and 13 uni-
versities, respectively.

In the 2023 edition of the Times Higher Educa-
tion’s Asian University Ranking System, 669 insti-
tutions from 31 Asian countries are included and 
65 Iranian universities are among the top Asian 
institutions.

By Maryam Tavassoli
TEHRAN- The conservation of natural re-

sources is crucial to ensuring the survival of all 
creatures across the globe to the extent that 
using them wisely will protect the vibrant eco-
system and enhance the well-being of humans.

Protecting nature as a habitat for various an-
imal species is of great importance, but in the 
past few years, the impact of climate change 
and humans’ unwise and selfish exploitation of 
nature has almost destroyed it.

If it goes on like that, soon there will be no 
habitat or animal left on the earth. Finding 
shelter to live in, breed, and raise children is the 
basic need of not only humans but all the other 
creatures on the earth, whether on land or in 
the sea.

The animals need security, but humans pursue 
their work failing to see them considering the 
whole earth as their own inheritance. While the 
earth belongs to all its inhabitants, humans’ in-
tervention in nature has made the habitat of an-
imals unsafe and more and more cramped, a real 

challenge for the environment and its creatures 
to meet.

Iran, having a diverse climate, is home to 
many plant and animal species which increases 
the importance of habitat protection. The ver-
tebrates include 165 species of mammals, 517 
species of birds, 209 species of reptiles, 174 
species of fish, and 22 species of amphibians.

However, issues such as indiscriminate con-
struction, mineral exploration, road construc-
tion agricultural land development, and climate 
change have all caused habitats of animals and 
plants to be reduced year after year. Eventually, 
their disappearance and extinction will be inev-
itable because of their disturbed habitat.

The Iranian lion and the Mazandaran tiger, 
which no longer exist, are typical examples of 
disappeared animals that cannot be brought 
back.

Bringing subspecies of them into the coun-
try, they will face the challenge of being in an 
improper habitat

We live on a planet that is rich in biodiversi-
ty. About two million species have been iden-
tified across the globe, but scientists estimate 
that there are over 10 million species. They all 
need a dynamic nature for life and breeding, 
but we humans have destroyed a large part of 
it throughout history, especially in the last few 
decades, at a shocking pace.

The preservation of the habitats guarantees 
the protection of the country’s genetic re-
serves, food security, and the reduction of the 
country’s natural hazards.

However, the destruction of natural habitats 

will affect the lives of humans, as well as ani-
mals, since a large amount of water, food (fer-
tile soil), and air needed is provided by nature.

If habitat destruction does not stop, many 
plant and animal species are predicted to be-
come extinct in the next 50 years.

World Habitat Day history

In 1985, the United Nations designated the 
first Monday of October of every year as World 
Habitat Day to reflect on the state of our hab-
itats, and on the basic right of all to adequate 
shelter. 

The Day is also intended to remind the world 
that we all have the power and the responsibili-
ty to shape the future of our cities and towns. In 
1986, the first World Habitat Day was celebrated 
in Nairobi, Kenya. The theme of that year’s World 
Habitat Day was – Shelter is my right.

 For this year, the theme is - Resilient urban 
economies. Cities as drivers of growth and re-
covery. “Given the size of the contribution of 
cities to the national economy, the future of 
many countries will be determined by the pro-
ductivity of their urban areas. Cities are the en-
gines creating the value that boosts economic 
recovery. 

For this economic growth and recovery to be 
sustainable, we need cities that can absorb, re-
cover, and prepare for future economic shocks 
[OECD, 2023]. It is crucial that this is also pack-
aged under the green recovery framework 
that scales up private and public investments 
to finance the transition to a climate-neutral 
economy in a post-COVID world,” wrote a press 
published by the United Nations website.

TEHRAN - According to the 2023 
edition of the Global Innovation Index 
(GII) report, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran ranks second among the coun-
tries of the Central and Southern 
Asian region, unchanged compared 
with the last year.

Published by the World Intellec-
tual Property Organization (WIPO), 
the report ranks Iran 19th, 43rd, and 
55th in “Market sophistication”, “Cre-
ative outputs”, and “Knowledge and 
technology outputs”, respectively.

The GII 2023 uses 80 indicators 
to track global innovation trends in 
130-plus economies, guiding pol-
icymakers and business leaders 
in stimulating human ingenuity. 
This year, the report’s findings are 
unveiled against a background of 
slow economic recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, high interest 
rates, and geopolitical conflict.

The 2023 edition identifies an 
increasingly uncertain outlook for 
venture capital (VC) that helps 
transform human ingenuity into 
new products and services, with the 
global value of VC funding marking a 
significant plunge last year.

According to the GII 2023 rank-
ings, Switzerland, Sweden, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and Sin-
gapore are the top countries. China, 
India, Vietnam, the Philippines, Indo-
nesia, and Iran are the middle-income 
economies making the most headway 

in innovation over the last decade.

In the 16th report of the GII, which 
was announced at an event hosted by 
the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization (WIPO), it is stated that Iran 
ranks 62nd among 132 countries in the 
world and 6th among 37 countries in 
lower middle-income countries.

In knowledge and technology 
outputs, creative outputs, market 
sophistication, human capital, and 
research, and infrastructure, Iran’s 
performance is above the average of 
the lower middle-income group.

On the other hand, Iran performs 
above the regional average (Central 
and South Asia) in all these indexes, 
except for the infrastructure.

Under the 6.2.2 index, which was 
presented in the 2022 report under 

the title of “New Businesses” and 
in the new report under the title of 
“Unicorn Valuation”, Iran’s rank has 
risen from 90 in 2022 to 48 in 2023.

Iran had no data for 10 out of 80 
indicators evaluated and 18 indica-
tors were not up-to-date, which re-
quires inter-institutional coordina-
tion with the evaluator institution to 
include a more accurate and realistic 
assessment of the country’s state of 
innovation development.

The top three universities of the 
country are Sharif University of 
Technology, Amirkabir University, 
and Tehran University respectively.

Also, the only company that has 
been evaluated by BRAND FINANCE 
company is Pasargad Bank, with a 
value of 758.6 million dollars.

Iran’s main innovation strengths 
are Trademark by origin (rank 1) 
graduates in science and engineer-
ing (rank 3),  Market capitalization 
( rank 5), gross capital formation 
(rank 9), industrial designs (11), and 
intangible assets (13).

GII report 2022
According to the Global Innovation 

Index 2022 report, Iran was the sec-
ond most innovative country in the 
Central and Southern Asian region 
and the third among low-middle in-
come countries.

Iran ranked 53rd in the world with 
7 steps up compared to 2021.

According to the 2022 GII, Switzer-
land, the United States of America, 
Sweden, England, and the Netherlands 
were the most innovative economies 
in the world, and China was on the 
verge of entering the world’s 10 most 
innovative countries.

The top global companies in-
creased their R&D spending by al-
most 10 percent to more than $900 
billion in 2021, more than in 2019 
(before the pandemic).

The drivers of this increase were 
mainly four industries of “Informa-
tion and Communication Technology 
Hardware and Electrical Equipment”, 
“Information and Communication 
Technology Software and Services”, 
“Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnolo-
gy” and “Construction and Industrial 
Metals”.
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Special plan prepared to attract  
overseas Iranian researchers

The Vice Presidency for Science and Technology has pre-
pared a special plan to attract scientists and researchers living 
abroad, IRNA news agency reported on Saturday.

The project aims to promote “supporting technological ac-
tivities and startups”, “postdoctoral facilities”, “supporting em-
ployment in innovation centers and accelerators as a trainer 
and consultant”, “providing facilities for opportunity studies”, 
“providing housing facilities”, “supporting employment in rep-
utable domestic companies”, “support for lectures and special-
ized workshops” and “support for cooperation as invited and 
appointed professors”.

ایرانی  پژوهشگران  جذب  برای  ویژه  طرح 
مقیم خارج

اولویت‌های  از  یکی  کشور  از  خارج  پژوهشگران  و  محققان  جذب 
فناوری  و  علمی  معاونت  راستا  این  در  و  می‌شود  محسوب  کشور 
ریاست جمهوری طرحی ویژه پیشنهاد کرده است.به گزارش ایرنا، 
معاونت علمی و فناوری ریاست جمهوری، این طرح شامل »حمایت 
پسا  »تسهیلات  نوپا«،  شرکت‌های  ایجاد  و  فناورانه  فعالیت‌های  از 
شتابدهنده‌ها  و  نوآوری  مراکز  در  اشتغال  از  »حمایت  دکتری«، 
مطالعاتی«،  فرصت  دوره  تسهیلات   « مشاور«،  و  مربی  عنوان  به 
معتبر  شرکت‌های  در  اشتغال  از  »حمایت  مسکن«،  »تسهیلات 
داخلی«، »حمایت از برگزاری سخنرانی و کارگاه‌های تخصصی« و 

»حمایت از همکاری به عنوان اساتید مدعو و معین«است.
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Iran secures position in Global 
Innovation Index

Let’s make wise use of natural resources

Roselle flower harvest in southwestern Iran 
A woman holds a basket full of roselle flowers, known as sour tea in Karoun County, south-

west Iran. Roselle leaf aids in the correction of heart dysfunction by removing toxic and un-
wanted cholesterol from the body.
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TEHRAN – Ferdows Kaviani, actor of nostalgic 
television series including “The Spouses” 
and “Friendship Agency”, died at his home in 
Tehran on Sunday after years of suffering from 
Parkinson’s disease. He was 82.

Kaviani, a veteran actor of both screen and 
stage, was born in 1941. He rose to fame after 
his appearance in the popular 1994 TV series 
“The Spouses,” which was co-directed by Bijan 
Birang and Masud Rasam.

In 1971, he earned a degree in acting and 
directing from the School of Fine Arts at the 
University of Tehran.

Since 1961, he had performed in numerous 
theater productions and gained recognition 
for his acting skills. He also made appearances 
in many notable films, including “The City of 
Tales” directed by Manouchehr Anvar, as well as 
“Tenants” and “Lady”, both by Dariush Mehrjui 
and “Killing Mad Dogs” by Bahram Beizai.

His last work of art was his role in a play 
performed in 2014.

TEHRAN – Two Iranian films have been 
awarded at the 10th edition of the Tripoli Film 
Festival in Lebanon. 

“The Town” by Ali Hazrati received the Jury 
Special Award, while “48 Hours” by Azadeh 

Mousavi won the Best Short Film Award.

“The Town” narrates the story of Navid 
Falahati, a young man interested in acting, 
who is accepted in the audition for a movie. In 
order to join the movie, he must accept some 
special conditions and performs mental and 
psychological exercises for his role in an 
isolated town.

Sa’ed Sohaili, Kazem Sayyahi, Mahtab 
Servati, Homayoun Ershadi, Roya Javaidnia, 
Shahrokh Forutanian, Morteza Zarrabi, and 
Saqi Hajipour are the cast of the film.

Starring Baran Kosari and Reza Akhlaqi, 
“48 Hours” tells the story of Nader, who is 
given a furlough to go home after three years 
in prison. He has 48 hours to become a father 
to his four-year-old daughter

The Tripoli Film Festival was held from 
September 21 to 29 with the goal of 
showcasing Tripoli’s rich cultural heritage 
and promoting local artists. The festival also 
aims to establish the city as an international 
platform for distinguished filmmakers from 
around the world.

TEHRAN – A Persian translation of English 
researcher and author Susan Hallam’s book 
“Psychology of Music” has recently been 
published by Qoqnus Publications in Tehran.

Sahand Soltandoost is the translator of the 
book first released in 2018. 

The book is a comprehensive guide to the 
cognitive and emotional impact of music on 
individuals. The book discusses how music is 
perceived and processed by the human brain 
and explores the psychological phenomena of 
music through historical and contemporary 
perspectives. 

Hallam constructs her argument by 
drawing upon various theories and empirical 
studies, highlighting the significance of 

music in human development and social 
interaction. She examines how music 
affects individual emotions, and how it can 
enhance memory, learning, and cognitive 
functioning. The book also covers the 
practical applications of music in therapeutic 
settings, including music therapy, as well as 
its effects in contexts such as advertising 
and film scoring.

“Psychology of Music” is a valuable 
resource for musicians, educators, 
psychologists, and anyone interested in the 
interdisciplinary study of music. Through her 
accessible writing style and evidence-based 
approach, Susan Hallam offers a thorough 
understanding of the complex relationship 
between music and the human mind.

Frome Page 1   Tehran Times 
has interviewed three renowned 
translators who have made 
significant contributions to 
the translation industry in the 
country by rendering great 
works of literature, art and other 
subjects to Persian.

Lili Golestan, Reza Alizadeh, 
and Mahmoud Goudarzi are 
the well-known translators 
of different generations who 
have replied to five questions 
regarding translation. Their 
collective insights shed light on 
the challenges, successes, and 
evolving dynamics of translation 
in Iran.

First, they were asked about 
the characteristics of a good 
translation.

Answering the question, 
Golestan said that a translator 
must be proficient in both 
languages, especially in 
Persian. “They should have a 
good understanding of ancient 
texts and old poems. The most 
important thing for me is 
preserving the author’s style. You 
cannot, for example, translate 
(Albert) Camus into (Leo) 
Tolstoy’s style or shorten long 
sentences of (Marcel) Proust. If 
the style is not preserved, you’ve 
actually betrayed the trust of the 
reader,” she added.

“A translator must read the 
book they want to translate 
carefully several times to 
become familiar with its nuances. 
Word choice is also crucial for 
me. The author, their style, the 
era in which they lived, and the 
setting in which the story takes 
place should all be important 
considerations in selecting 
words,” she stressed.

Golestan, 79, studied dress and 
textile design at the Decorative 
Art Institute of Paris and the 
same time attended classes on 
world art history and French 
literature at La Sorbonne.

“Nothing, and So Be It” by 
Oriana Fallaci was her first 
translation, which was published 
in 1967. The book was received 
well and encouraged her to 
translate more novels. She has 
since translated more than 
30 books including “Chronicle 
of a Death Foretold,” and “The 
Fragrance of Guava,” by Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez, “Six Memos for 
the Next Millennium,” and “If on 
a Winter’s Night a Traveler,” by 
Italo Calvino, “Remarks on Color,” 
by Ludwig Wittgenstein, “Story 
Number 3,” by Eugène Ionesco, 
“Life with Picasso,” by Françoise 
Gilot, and “Tistou of the Green 
Thumbs,” by Maurice Druon.

In response to the same 
question, Alizadeh said that his 
opinion about the qualities of a 
good translation had changed 
over time. “I used to think that 

fidelity to the original text should 
be very mechanical, for example, 
a word-for-word translation, or 
at most a sentence-for-sentence 
one was the best. But gradually, 
I realized that it was not really 
so and there were excellent 
translations that didn’t fit into 
this framework,” he noted.

“What used to be considered 
a correct translation was when 
you translated a sentence 
literally and then added a note 
saying, ‘Dear reader, if you didn’t 
get what it meant, that’s because 
this sentence in English is an 
idiomatic expression similar to 
a proverb in Persian’ and then 
included the Persian equivalent. 
But now it seems to me that 
the translator must have some 
flexibility, and you can’t be so 
strict,” Alizadeh explained.

“In the past, one of the criteria 
for translation was to evoke the 
same emotions in the reader 
of the target language as the 
original text did in the reader of 
the source language. But this 
is really hard to measure, and it 
seems to me that a translator 
succeeds in their work only if the 
reader of the target language 
enjoys reading the translated 
text. For example, Houshang 
Pirnazar’s translation of 
‘Adventures of Huckleberry Finn’ 
(by Mark Twain) had this quality 
and conveyed a good feeling,” he 
elaborated.

Alizadeh, 59, is another 
accomplished Iranian translator 
known for his contributions 
to the world of literature and 
translation.

His first work of translation 
was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The 
Birthmark,” which was published 
in 1991. Since then, he has 
translated over 30 books.

Basically, he is famous for 
rendering works of the English 
writer J. R. R. Tolkien, the author 
of high fantasy works such as 
“The Lord of the Rings” and “The 
Hobbit,” into Persian.

He has also brought the 
works of Umberto Eco to Iranian 
readers, demonstrating his 
versatility in translating diverse 
literary styles.

Alizadeh’s translations 

have played a crucial role in 
introducing international 
literature to Persian-speaking 
audiences, contributing to 
cultural enrichment.

Goudarzi, for his part, said 
that a good translation should 
convey not only the meaning but 
also the style, the register of the 
language, and in a word, the soul 
of the text.

“When reading a translated 
book, readers should not notice 
the translator’s work. The quality 
of the translation should be 
such that they have the feeling 
of reading the author’s original 
text,” he stated.

Goudarzi, 46, is a graduate of 
French language and literature. 
He started his career as a 
translator in 2006 by translating 
short stories by Emile Zola 
for magazines and has since 
published about 60 books.

His works include translation 
of various authors such as 
Bram Stoker’s “Dracula,” Jack 
London’s “Scarlet Plague,” “Guy 
de Maupassant’s “Our Heart,” 
Voltaire’s “Candide,” Henry James’ 
“Daisy Miller,” and Alexandre 
Dumas’ “Gabriel Lambert”.

 New generation of 
translators

The next two questions 
asked respondents about the 
translation situation in Iran 
and the position of the new 
generation of translators 
compared to experienced and 
veteran translators.

“We now have very good 
young educated translators 
with a proper understanding of 
Persian,” Golestan said. “I believe 
that if a book is published with a 
bad translation, the publisher is 
at fault for not recognizing the 
poor quality of the translation. 
The translator bears less blame”.

Recalling what had happened 
to her in this regard, she said, “A 
young girl called and said she had 
heard that I had many important 
books in French. ‘Can I take one 
of your books and translate 
it?’ she asked. I then asked her 
where she learned French. ‘I just 
signed up for a language course 
last week,’ she replied! So even 

if a translation is of poor quality, 
publishers should not accept it”.

Regarding the different 
generations of translators, 
she said: “Comparing today’s 
translators to the past, we 
should not expect to have many 
great figures like Mohammad 
Ghazi, Abdullah Tavakkol, or 
Reza Seyed-Hosseini, but we do 
have very good translators with 
excellent taste in book selection”.

Alizadeh believes that 
translation in Iran has had its ups 
and downs, but overall, it can be 
said that it has progressed over, 
becoming more precise, and with 
better equivalences established.

“However, one issue is the lack 
of a cohesive and continuous 
system of translation criticism. 
Having such a system could 
further enhance the quality 
of translations. If there were 
a structured critique of 
translations, the new generation 
could also benefit from it in 
terms of their own progress and 
development,” he said.

On the status of the new 
generation of translators, 
Alizadeh believes that they are 
generally good. “If there is a 
problem, it is with their detailed 
knowledge of Persian language,” 
he stated.

Goudarzi hopes that there will 
be always a few who will keep 
the fire burning. “It survives 
but I’m not sure if it progresses 
or prospers. I guess we are 
publishing fewer literary works 
nowadays, and self-help books, 
thrillers, and such have occupied 
more space in the publishing 
business. Therefore, if we want 
to assess the quality, we must 
take those few literary works 
into consideration,” he noted.

“As for the financial situation, it 
has seen better days. The urge to 
make money or more of it, makes 
publishing houses interested in 
what the majority wants. So, the 
literary quality is not a priority 
anymore,” Goudarzi rued.

Speaking about the young 
translators, he said: “I don’t 
know all the new translators. 
But as far as I know, they are 
better equipped, and thanks 
to technology they have better 
access to references. However, 
they are not as well-read 
or meticulous as the older 
generation of translators, 
and their knowledge of Farsi 
language is not adequate”.

Considering what the three 
well-known translators said, it 
can be concluded that the new 
generation of translators often 
bring fresh perspectives and 
linguistic skills to the field. While 
they may not have the same level 
of experience as veterans, they 
can excel by being attuned to 
contemporary language use and 
cultural shifts.

TEHRAN- Iranian and Turkish artists will 
showcase their works in various media in a 
joint online exhibition named “Color of Art” on 
Saturday.

The exhibition will be featuring 83 art 
pieces by 60 artists from both countries in 
seven artistic fields of painting, photography, 
calligraphy, digital art, sculpture, calligraphic 
painting, and illumination. 

Curated by Iranian artist Aynaz Zaeri, the 
exhibit has been organized in collaboration with 
the Adib Institute of Science and Technology, 
the Arya Creative Youth Institute, and Aytist Art 
Group. 

Participating artists include Fatemeh Bagheri, 
Farshad Qadiani, Seyyedeh Parisa Mohseni, 
Osman Saeidi, Mostafa Zarei, Elnaz Alizadeh, 
Ronika Mehrabian, Aida Mahdavi, Soheila 

Sanjari, Nazanin Sobhani, Saqi Parseh, Farahnaz 
Masoumi, and Soha Aseman Rafat, among 
others.

Art enthusiasts can enjoy the exhibition until 
October 17 by visiting the Instagram pages of 
Aytist Art Group, the Adib Institute of Science 
and Technology, and the Arya Creative Youth 
Institute.

Mahmoud Goudarzi in an undated 
photo

Actor Ferdows Kaviani in an undated photo

Reza Alizadeh in an undated photo

Lili Golestan in an undated photo

A scene from “The Town” by Iranian director 

Ali Hazrati
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One who imagines himself to be all-knowing will surely suffer on 
account of his ignorance.

Imam Ali (AS)
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The new generation 
of translators 
can excel by 

being attuned to 
contemporary 

language use and 
cultural shifts

Ferdows Kaviani, actor of memorable 
TV series, passes away
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Online exhibit to showcase artworks by Iranian, Turkish artists
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