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Putin praises ties with 
Iran as “very good”

TEHRAN- Vladimir Putin, the President 
of Russia, has praised relations with 
Iran as “very good,” reiterating Moscow’s 
commitment to deepening ties with Tehran. 

“We have very good relations with Iran. And 
we will enhance them in every possible way... 
That is why we do our utmost in order to 
develop relations with Iran, and will keep this 
up in the future,” TASS news agency quoted 
Putin as saying on Thursday. 

Putin pointed to the development 
of educational institutions in Iran as a 
component of a large effort to form deeper 
connections, adding that Moscow should see 
interest from nations to establish educational 
institutions there.

“However, the idea is a good one, since it 
implies soft power in the kindest and best 
sense of this word, the promotion of our culture 
and our education systems. We will mull this 
over as well,” the president stressed.  Page 2

Most advanced 
hospital for children 
inaugurated

TEHRAN – A hospital for children, which is the 
most advanced one of its kind in the country, 
was officially inaugurated by President Ebrahim 
Raisi in Tehran on Thursday.

The hospital, named Hakim, comprises 
19 specialized clinics, emergency medical 
services, surgery rooms, medical imaging, 
cardiography, a behavioral intensive care unit 
(BICU), and a neonatal intensive care unit 
(NICU) totally equipped with 266 beds.

The building has been designed according 
to the physical and mental needs of children. 
Green space and natural light, easy access, 
and welfare services for children and their 
companions are among the most important 
design features of the hospital.

It is also equipped with a biological water 
treatment plant, which makes it the first 
green hospital in the country.

Visiting Iranian 
Parliament speaker 
discusses ties in UAE

TEHRAN – Iran’s Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf left Iran for a two-day trip to 
the United Arab Emirates on Thursday. 

The official suggested that Iran and the UAE 
can turn into a global economic hub during a 
meeting with the Arab country’s president.

“Thanks to the geographical location of the two 
countries, Iran and the United Arab Emirates can 
become a global economic center, this oppor-
tunity can be ensured by our bilateral relations 
and membership in the BRICS group of emerging 
economies,” Ghalibaf told Mohammad Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan 

He also declared that his trip is telling of the Is-
lamic Republic’s seriousness towards the expan-
sion of bilateral ties with the UAE. 

“We intend to take a strong step forward for 
the future in all areas, and expand the countries’ 
economies in all aspects. There exists innumera-
ble great opportunities in this regard”.

Ghalibaf also met with his UAE counterpart on 
Friday. He thanked the country for its hospitality 
towards Iran’s parliamentary delegation and ex-
pressed hope that the trip can help strengthen 
ties between the two nations. “I hope that this 
trip, which aims to promote the trend of political 
and economic interactions and elevate the level of 
parliamentary relations between the two coun-
tries, can be a turning point for achieving various 
goals,” He stressed.  Page 2

Iran FM invited to 
Saudi Arabia to watch 
football match 

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian held a phone con-
versation on Thursday night with his Saudi 
counterpart, Prince Faisal bin Farhan, in 
which he received an invitation from the top 
Saudi diplomat to attend a football match in 
Saudi Arabia. 

In the conversation, the two ministers dis-
cussed some issues of interest to the two 
countries in various fields of bilateral relations, 
according to the Iranian foreign ministry. 

The foreign ministers of the two countries em-
phasized the need to speed up joint cooperation 
in various fields, including economic, commercial, 
investment and tourism cooperation.

Referring to the recent important meeting 
of the Iranian foreign ministry with the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia in 
Jeddah, Amir Abdollahian and bin Farhan 
agreed that the necessary steps should be 
taken in this direction in accordance with the 
proper process of political relations between 
the two countries.

Also, considering the importance of the role 
of cultural and sports cooperation in strength-
ening the atmosphere of friendship between 
the two nations, the two ministers consulted 
on strengthening this part of bilateral cooper-
ation and agreed to advise the sports institu-
tions of the two countries to resolve the recent 
problem that arose during the club compe-
titions of the two countries through mutual 
respect, dialogue and understanding.  Page 2

How the West uses the 
Nobel Peace Prize to advance 
political agenda

Armita, the new project of Iran’s enemies 
for sedition

By Soheila Zarfam
TEHRAN – A 16-year-old 

girl losing consciousness in-
side a metro cabin on Sunday 
while on her way to school 
has turned into a new tool for 
anti-Iran campaigners and 
Western politicians seeking to 
spark a furor inside Iran, a year 
after riots occurred inside the 
country following the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini.

CCTV footage released by 
the official IRNA news agen-
cy shows the student named 
Armita Geravand being pulled 
out of the train by her female 
accompaniers a few seconds 
after entering it. Apart from 

Armita’s friends and a female 
adult, who was later revealed 
to have been a nurse, sur-
rounding her nonresponsive 
body on the ground, other pas-
sengers can be seen rushing 
towards the cabin in a hurry to 
reach their destination.

After innumerable failures 
at trying to make Iran insecure 
in the past year, foreign media 
outlets sponsored by Isra-
el, the U.S., and other West-

ern states are in full swing 
to make the most of what an 
unexpected incident can bring 
for them. Once again, anti-Iran 
campaigners and Western pol-
iticians seem to have found a 
common ground. The mission 
is to spark the riots they failed 
to revive this September. The 
means don’t matter; similar to 
“the lie of Nayireh” any lie and 
deceit can be used to reach 
the end. It doesn’t matter that 

evidence shows otherwise, an 
innocent teenager needs to be 
transformed into a victim so 
that the West’s political goals 
can be fulfilled. According to 
Western propaganda, Armita 
was “beaten to death” just like 
Mahsa. No amount of sustain-
able evidence, eyewitness ac-
counts and security footage 
seems to be able to prove the 
proponents of the Western 
narrative wrong.  More blood 
should be spilled and more 
lives should be wrecked in or-
der to ensure Western inter-
ests.   Page 3

Anti-Iran campaigners and 
Western politicians seem to have 

found a common ground. The 
mission is to spark the riots they 
failed to revive this September.

Op-ed

Yemen’s humanitarian 
situation is at the 
forefront of the 
political file and 
negotiations

By Yahya Al-Saadi

YEMEN, Sanaa - The head of the negoti-
ating delegation in the Sanaa government, 
Muhammad Abdel Salam, has repeatedly 
confirmed that the difficult humanitarian 
situation in Yemen is at the forefront of the 
political file in the ongoing negotiations.

“The extensive visits between Sanaa and 
Muscat reflect our seriousness in reaching 
concrete steps, and the issue goes back to 
the extent of the other party’s seriousness,” 
Salam said.

He stressed, “The humanitarian situation 
has come to the forefront of the political and 
negotiating file.”  Page 5

On the 
Politicized 
Prize 

 Page 3

Veteran actor 
Atila Pesyani 
passes away

TEHRAN-The veteran Iranian actor Atila 
Pesyani passed away at the age of 66 on Friday 
after a long period of illness.

Pesyani was suffering from cancer in the past 
years. Recently he had traveled to France and 
while there, he was hospitalized as his conditions 
worsened. Unfortunately, the treatment did not work, and the 
Iranian art community lost the prominent actor, Mehr reported.

Born in 1957 in Tehran, he was the son of actress Jamileh 
Sheykhi. Later, he married actress Fatemeh Naghavi. His two 
children, Khosrow and Setareh, followed their parents’ career 
and both are actors now.  Page 8
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From page 1   Despite being sub-

ject to harsh Western sanctions, Iran 
and Russia, two strong and strategic 
allies, have recently strengthened 
their ties in a variety of areas, includ-
ing military and defense.

In September, in a meeting in Teh-
ran with Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu, Iran’s Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Major General Moham-
mad Bagheri said that Tehran and 
Moscow are working on a long-term 
cooperation document. 

Underlining the importance of 
boosting Iran-Russia relations, the 
top Iranian general said, “Accord-
ing to the decision of the leaders 
of the two countries, the relations 
between the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and the Federal Republic of Rus-
sia are on the path of growth and 

development, and fortunately, this 
relationship has gained new dimen-
sions over time.” 

He added, “The developments that 
have occurred in the world today in-
dicate that the period of the unipolar 

world has ended and the structure 
of the international system is mov-
ing towards a multipolar world. The 
results of the positions of Iran and 
Russia also indicate the same issue 
that the movement of global devel-
opments towards the multipolar 

system is accelerating.”

Addressing the Russian defense 
minister, General Bagheri said, “Your 
Excellency’s speech at the Moscow 
Security Conference (on August 15) 
also shows the movement of the 
global power structure and the bal-
ance of power towards the multipo-
lar system.”

He noted, “The opinion of the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution is that 
the long-term cooperation between 
Iran and Russia is in the interest of 
both countries and for this reason, the 
long-term cooperation document be-
tween Iran and Russia is being draft-
ed. This document has strong military 
and defense dimensions and can be a 
suitable platform for the development 
of long-term cooperation between the 
two countries.”

From page 1   Considering the importance of 
the continuation of club football matches between 
the two countries in the direction of strengthen-
ing all-round cooperation, the Saudi Foreign Min-
ister invited Amir Abdollahian to attend the first 
football match in Saudi Arabia.

The Iranian foreign minister also met with offi-
cials from Armenia and the Republic of Azerbaijan 
amid serious tensions between the two South 
Caucasus nations. 

Armen Grigoryan, the Secretary of the Supreme 
National Security Council of Armenia, met with 
Amir Abdollahian on Monday. During the meet-
ing, Amir Abdollahian expressed satisfaction with 
the growing trend of relations between Iran and 
Armenia and voiced hope that accelerating the 
implementation of agreements will boost trade 
volume to the targeted level of 3 billion dollars.

The Iranian foreign minister deemed it neces-
sary to compile a comprehensive and long-term 
cooperation document to realize the vision of 
economic relations and to expand and deepen 
bilateral ties.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized the principled 
and unwavering policy of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in maintaining international borders and the 
territorial integrity of countries. He stressed the 
need for engaging regional actors to resolve re-
gional problems, citing the 3+3 framework as an 
effective mechanism for resolving regional issues 
without external intervention.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs also high-
lighted the Islamic Republic’s readiness to 
provide humanitarian aid to the displaced 

people of Karabakh.

For his part, Grigoryan described the economic 
relations between the two countries as growing, 
aiming to achieve mutually set goals.

Expressing appreciation for the principled 
positions of Iran in supporting Armenia’s ter-
ritorial integrity, Armen Grigoryan welcomed 
the 3+3 negotiation framework. Grigoryan 
stated: “Armenia is determined to expand and 
deepen its relations with the Islamic Republic, 
and views Iran’s role in the developments of the 
South Caucasus and the establishment of sta-
ble peace as constructive and important.”

It is noted that 50 tons of aid from the Red 
Crescent of the Islamic Republic of Iran arrived 
in Armenia on Tuesday.

Amir Abdollahian and Azeri President Ilham 
Aliyev’s special aide Khalaf Khalafov also met on 
Wednesday and exchanged views over a range 
of issues.

In the meeting, Amir Abdollahian pointed to his 
recent talks with Azerbaijan’s president, saying 
Iran is determined to expand relations in all areas 
with the Republic of Azerbaijan.

He also called for balancing the different as-
pects of bilateral ties between Tehran and Baku.

Amir Abdollahian then referred to the resto-
ration of Azerbaijan’s sovereignty over the re-
gion of Karabakh and stressed the necessity of 
starting a new chapter in regional cooperation 
for the sake of peace and economic develop-
ment in the Caucasus.

“We believe that from now on, in this region, 
the language of peace and security should re-
place that of tension and conflict,” he added.

The special aide to Azerbaijan’s president, for 
his part, described the recent meeting between 
Amir Abdollahian and Aliyev as positive and 
constructive.

Khalavov spoke about the positive develop-
ments in bilateral ties, describing the prospect 
of relations as promising.

Khalafov underlined the need to begin a 
new and progressing chapter in bilateral re-
lations in all fields.

He then outlined the recent developments in 
Karabakh and the policies of the government of 
Azerbaijan to support the rights of ethnic Ar-
menians inside Azerbaijan.

Khalafov said the Azeri government’s priority 
is to guarantee the freedom and rights of Kara-
bakh’s Armenians and supply their needs.

Amir Abdollahian also met with Mustafa Sanu, 
the Secretary General of the Islamic Jurispru-
dence Assembly of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, who was in Tehran to participate in 
the 37th Islamic Unity Conference. The two sides 
engaged in discussions and exchanged opinions.

During the meeting, Amir Abdollahian empha-
sized the crucial and influential role of the Islamic 
Jurisprudence Council in the region’s evolving 
landscape. He stressed the significance of in-
creased interactions among intellectuals in the 
Islamic world to bolster Islamic unity and address 
the challenges confronting the Islamic Ummah.

Amir Abdollahian underscored the necessity 
for consensus and coordination to decisively 
and intelligently handle creeping movements 
and offensive actions, such as insults to holy 
entities and Islamic values. He affirmed Iran’s 
readiness to collaborate with the Islamic Juris-
prudence Assembly in this regard.

In the meeting, Sanu acknowledged the vital 
and influential role of the Islamic Republic in the 
Islamic world. He expressed gratitude for Iran’s 
valuable initiatives and efforts toward uniting 
the Islamic Ummah and fostering closer ties 
between Islamic sects. Sanu also presented a 
report on the actions and activities of the Is-
lamic Jurisprudence Assembly.

He called for increased support from Iran for 
the Islamic Jurisprudence Assembly and wel-
comed the presence and participation of more 
scholars from Iran in the programs of the As-
sembly.

From page 1   The official also 
stated that Iran prioritizes the 
development of relations with 
neighbors as its first priority 
and a definite policy in its foreign 
policy. “A strategic approach to 
neighboring countries can devel-
op bilateral relations in various 
dimensions, create security and 
sustainable peace, unite Islamic 

countries and the Islamic Um-
mah, and ultimately contribute 
to development and progress in 
West Asia,” he stated. 

Saqr Ghobash, for his part, 
hoped the trip can bring about 
strong motivation for the two 
countries to expand cooperation in 
different fields and strengthen the 
foundations of their relations.

TEHRAN- Iran’s deputy ambassador to the 
United Nations said on Thursday that unilateral 
coercive measures (UCMs) violate human rights 
and continue to have a terrible impact on peo-
ple’s health.

Addressing a UN General Assembly meeting 
entitled “Global Health and Foreign Policy”, Zah-
ra Ershadi said, “I would like to refer to the uni-
lateral coercive measures (UCMs) which have 
deleterious and severe negative impacts on the 
health of people are axiomatic and reflected in 
many relevant UN documents and more impor-
tantly are felt directly on a daily basis by inno-
cent people who have lack of access to medi-
cine, medical products and vaccines resulting 
from such unlawful measures.”

The following is the full transcript of the 
statement:

We align ourselves with the statement made 
by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on be-
half of the Group of Friends in Defense of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the state-
ment delivered by Cuba on behalf of the Group 
of 77 plus China and would like to present our 
statement in national capacity as the explana-
tion of position on the resolutions and three 

health-related political declarations as annexed 
thereto, under this agenda item.

The United Nations, as per the Charter, is 
based on the sovereign equality of all its Mem-
ber States; the views and priorities of Member 
States matter and should be highly respected. 
Nonetheless, we witnessed during the negoti-
ations of the said political declarations and the 
processes onwards that this very fundamental 
principle was frequently disregarded; prior-
ities of few were accommodated to the detri-
ment of many other Member States and even 
large groups of developing countries; agreed 
languages were altered for the benefit of few 
while the proposals of developing countries 
were ignored; and in general, one-sidedness, 
deliberate obscurity, and ignorance, unfortu-
nately, prevailed over neutrality, transparency, 
and inclusiveness.

My delegation engaged in the negotiations of 
the health-related draft political declarations in 
good faith and in the spirit of flexibility expect-
ing that there would be transparent, inclusive, 
and fair processes that would allow an outcome 
that every delegation would be generally satis-
fied with. Nevertheless, the results, in particular 
given the exclusion of one of our important pri-

orities, proved otherwise. These circumstanc-
es made many Member States including large 
groups of developing countries break silence 
procedure in many instances twice. The state-
ment delivered on behalf of the G77 and China 
for the political declaration on tuberculosis is 
demonstrative of the extent of frustration and 
discontent suffered by two third of the United 
Nations as a result of such circumstance.

As a case in point and of a particular impor-
tance to my delegation, I would like to refer to 
the unilateral coercive measures (UCMs) which 
have deleterious and severe negative impacts 
on the health of people are axiomatic and re-
flected in many relevant UN documents and 
more importantly are felt directly on a daily ba-
sis by innocent people who have lack of access 
to medicine, medical products and vaccines 
resulting from such unlawful measures. As 
evinced by the Special Rapporteur on the neg-
ative impacts of unilateral coercive measures 
on the enjoyment of human rights, the UCMs 
result in the violation of all categories of eco-
nomic, social, and cultural rights, including the 
rights to life, health, food, adequate standard of 
living, education, and the right to development.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran FM invited to Saudi Arabia to watch football match 

Visiting Iranian Parliament speaker discusses ties in UAE

UCMs wreak unimaginable havoc on people’s health: diplomat

In a commentary, the Iran newspaper dis-
cussed the meeting of the president with senior 
officials of Armenia and the Republic of Azerbai-
jan and wrote: The developments in the South 
Caucasus and the issues between the two coun-
tries were among the main issues discussed in 
these two meetings. Raisi once again emphasized 
the principled position of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran about the (proposed) Zangezur Corridor and 
said: The Zanegzur Corridor is a platform for NA-
TO’s presence in the region and a threat against 
the national security of countries, which the Is-
lamic Republic firmly opposes. He also consid-
ered it necessary to improve the level of relations 
between Tehran and Baku and to deal with plans 
designed to cause a rift in relations between the 
two countries. He said that the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, as a powerful neighbor of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and Armenia, is fully prepared to 
resolve the disputes and problems of these two 
countries. The countries of the region can solve 
the problems of the region, warning that facilitat-
ing the presence of extra-regional countries in the 
Caucasus under any pretext is not in the interest 
of any of the countries in the region.

Shargh: France’s hostile stance towards Noor 
3 satellite launch

In an analysis, Shargh discussed the state-
ment of the French Foreign Ministry regarding the 
launch of the Noor 3 satellite and said: The French 
Foreign Ministry considered the launch of the Noor 
3 satellite as the cause of Iran’s alarming progress 
in ballistic missile programs, while the West has al-
ways been afraid of the Islamic Republic’s progress 
in any field. It also claimed that the launch of this 
satellite did not comply with the Security Council 
resolution (2231) and condemned it. Before France, 
England also issued an interventionist state-
ment regarding the launch of the satellite by Iran 
and said that on September 27 Iran successfully 
launched the Noor 3 satellite using the Qased sat-
ellite carrier, which uses technology necessary for 
the development of a long-range ballistic missile 
system. And by repeating the claims against Iran’s 
nuclear and missile program, it claimed that En-
gland, along with its partners, will take every diplo-
matic step to prevent Iran from acquiring (what it 
called) nuclear weapons and is committed to make 
Iran responsible for its malicious activities around 
the world. Despite these claims, this launch and 
success is the result of the people’s and govern-
ment’s attention to the space industry and another 
sign of the ineffectiveness of the sanctions and 
threats of the enemy against the determination of 
the country’s experts and scientists.

Ham Mihan: Iran’s return to the Caucasus

In a note, Ham Mihan discussed the declara-
tion by Iran that it is ready to deploy troops to 
monitor peace on the borders between Armenia 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan. It wrote: Now that 
Baku and Ankara publicly threaten to reopen the 
Zanegzur Corridor even through war and occu-
pying southern Armenia, which pose a serious 
threat to the stability of the region and the sur-
vival of the historical border with Iran, military 
cooperation between Tehran and Yerevan be-
comes more important than before. Coopera-
tion can be a prelude to Iran’s return to the lost 
Caucasus and let diplomacy play a more effective 
political role. The maneuver of the Iranian armed 
forces in the Aras region is an example that 
the Islamic Republic is against the geopolitical 
changes in the Caucasus region. The recent pro-
posal by Major General Bagheri can be viewed as 
Tehran’s involvement in this arena, and it is time 
for the diplomatic system to use this opportunity 
to participate in the political games in the region. 
The most important element in strengthening 
Iran’s “field and diplomacy” in the Caucasus is 
sharing the interests of Iran and Armenia and 
confronting the NATO-Turani Zangezur corridor 
and the favorable atmosphere in the public opin-
ion of the two countries. Upon the current situ-
ation, the role of Russia has decreased in other 
dimensions and the role and position of Iran can 
be strengthened and Iran does not lose the op-
portunity to return to the Caucasus.

Arman-e-Melli: Repetition of Zelensky’s 
drone claims against Iran

In an article, Arman-e-Melli discussed the 
repetition of Zelensky’s claim about the use 
of Iranian drones by Russia in the Ukraine war 
and wrote: By repeating this claim, which has 
been rejected many times by the authorities of 
our country, Zelensky requested an increase in 
Western arms support for the Kyiv front and 
sought more defensive shields for the winter 
because he claimed Ukraine would be attacked 
by various Russian missiles and Iranian drones. 
This is while Iran has repeated many times that 
it has not and will not give Russia any weapons 
or drones to be used in the war against Ukraine. 
Western countries are trying to accuse Iran of 
violating its arms clauses by presenting a wrong 
interpretation of (UN) Resolution 2231. Iran also 
says that the limitations related to weapons in 
this resolution officially will end on October 18 
and the transfer of weapons to or from Iran is no 
longer subject to Resolution 2231.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Iran ready to resolve Baku-Yerevan 
tension 

Putin praises ties with Iran as “very good”

TEHRAN- Nasser Kanaani, the spokesper-
son for Iran’s Foreign Ministry, slammed the 
UK Foreign Office for meddling with the recent 
launch of Iran’s Noor-III satellite.

Iran has an unalienable right to advance its 
scientific and research endeavors, especial-
ly in the realm of aerospace, according to a 
statement issued by Kanaani on Wednesday.

Based on the Foreign Ministry website, Ka-
naani stated that such meddlesome state-
ments, which demonstrate the British re-
gime’s hatred of Iran, will not impede the 
Iranian nation’s desire to make scientific and 
technical development.

Kanaani pointed out that the British gov-
ernment has a history of taking such aggres-
sive positions toward the Iranian people.

The spokesman went on to add that despite 
various interpretations that result from the 
unilateral goals of some countries, Iran’s sci-
entific and practical operations in the sphere 
of space exploration are not constrained by 
international law.

Iran reserves the right to use peaceful 
technologies for scientific development and 
research in accordance with international law 
and regulations, Kanaani emphasized. 

“Iran will not wait for the opinions of some 
nations that attempt to impose their will and 
unilateral actions on others in this way,” the 

spokesman said.

The UK Foreign Office claimed that the 
Qased satellite carrier used “technology es-
sential for the development of a long-range 
ballistic missile system,” before repeating the 
West’s allegations that Iran’s missile work was 
geared toward non-conventional purposes.

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) 
Aerospace Force successfully launched the 
domestic imaging satellite Noor-III (Light-3) 
into orbit in late September, prompting Lon-
don to issue a statement.

The satellite was sent into orbit 450 kilo-
meters (280 miles) above the surface of the 
Earth by satellite carrier Qased (Messenger).

Iran has made a great breakthrough in its 
civilian space program despite Western re-
strictions placed on the industry recently.

Iran is among the world’s top 10 countries 
capable of developing and launching satel-
lites.

Iran accuses UK of interfering with 
satellite launch
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Iran’s men’s kabaddi 
advance to final
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s kabaddi team advanced 

to the final match of the 2022 Asian games on 
Friday.

Team Melli defeated Chinese Taipei 47-24 in 
the semifinal.

Earlier in the day, India had defeated Pakistan 
61-14 in another semifinal.

Defending champions Iran will play India in the 
final on Saturday. 

Iran basketball 
finish 5th
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s basketball team 

defeated Saudi Arabia 92-60 to finish in fifth 
place in the 2022 Asian Games on Friday.

Matin Aghajanpour led Iran with 17 points, 
while Mathna Hassan A Almarwani scored 14 
points for Saudi Arabia.

Team Melli had won the silver medal in the 
previous edition held in Jakarta. 

Karate athlete 
Ganjzadeh wins gold 
TEHRAN – Sajad Ganjzadeh of Iran claimed a 

gold medal in karate in the 2022 Asian Games on 
Friday.

He defeated Kyrgyzstan’s Adilet Shadykanov 
4-2 in the men’s Kumite +84Kg final.

Ganjzadeh had defeated Vatthana Xayasan 
from Laos, Pakistan’s Muhammad Awais and 
Thailand’s Teerawat Kangtong before reaching 
to the final. 

Amouzad takes 
silver in wrestling
TEHRAN – Iranian freestyle wrestler Rahman 

Amouzad took a silver medal in the 2022 Asian 
Games on Friday.

Amouzad lost to Mongolia’s Tulga Tumur-Ochir 
11-1 in the final bout of men’s freestyle 65kg.

He had Abbos Rakhmonov from Uzbekistan 
12-6, Japan’s Kaiki Yamaguchi 2-1, China’s WEI 
Baowen Wei 6-0 and Indian Bajrang 8-1 on his 
way to the final.

Iran water polo 
lose to Japan
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s water polo team 

lost to Japan 18-11 in the 2022 Asian Games 
semifinal on Friday.

The 2018 Asian Games bronze medal winners 
will have to face the losers of Kazakhstan and 
China on Saturday in the third-place match.

Team Melli had defeated South Korea 15-4 
and Thailand 26-7 and lost to China 15-7 in their 
previous matches in Group A.

Iran also beat Singapore 13-6 in the Games’ 
quarterfinals.

Ataei steps down as 
Iran volleyball coach
TEHRAN- Iran volleyball coach Behrouz Ataei 

stepped down from his role on Wednesday.

Ataei has resigned from his post following 
poor results in 2024 Olympics qualifiers.

Team Melli have lost to Germany, Ukraine 
and Czech Republic so far and only defeated 
Qatar in Pool A.

His assistant Alireza Toloukian has been 
appointed as the team’s interim coach.

Ataei was named as Iran coach after 2020 
Olympic Games and Team Melli won the gold 
medal in the 2021 Asian Volleyball Championship 
and also claimed a gold in the 2022 Asian Games 
under his leadership.

Ahmadi wins Iran’s 
first medal in 
roller skating
TEHRAN – Taraneh Ahmadi of Iran claimed 

a silver medal in the Women’s Inline Freestyle 
Skating Speed Slalom in the 2022 Asian 
Games on Thursday.

She lost to her Chinese Taipei rival Chiao-
His Liu in the final.

The medal is the first in the history of the 
sport in Iran.

Yu-En Ting claimed the bronze in the 
discipline.

With more than 12,000 competitors from 45 
nations and territories, the Asian Games has 
more participants than the Olympics.

Iran has sent 289 male and female athletes 
to the Games in 34 sports events.

Wrestlers collect 
two gold medals
TEHRAN – Iranian Greco-Roman wrestlers 

Mohammadhadi Saravi and Amin Mirzazadeh 
won two gold medals in the 2022 Asian Games 
on Thursday. 

Saravi defeated Uzbekistan’s Rustam 
Assakalov 6-3, Kyrgyzstan’s Uzur 
Dzhuzupbekov 3-1 and Kazakhstan’s Islam 
Umayev 8-0 before securing his place the final.

He defeated China’s Yiming Li 5-1 in the final 
bout to win gold medal in the 97kg weight 
class.

Mirzazadeh also defeated Lingzhe Meng of 
China to win the 130kg gold medal.

He had defeated Thailand’s Nanthawat 
Panphuek 9-0, Turkmenistan’s Aybegshazada 
Kurrayev 9-0 and Alimkhan Syzdykov of 
Kazakhstan 3-1 before reaching the final.

Iran’s women’s 
kabaddi win bronze
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s kabaddi team 

failed to qualify for the final of the 2022 
Asian Games after losing to Chinese Taipei 
35-24 in the 2022 Asian Games semifinals 
on Friday

Team Melli had defeated Nepal and 
Bangladesh in their previous matches but 
suffered a shock defeat to Chinese Taipei. 

India defeated Nepal 61-17 in another semifinal 
to meet Chinese Taipei in the final match. 

Iran’s women’s team won their first ever 
gold medal in the previous edition held in 
Jakarta, Malaysia.

“We wanted to defend our gold medal but 
failed to do that and I am very sorry for what 
we did,” Iran coach Abdollahbakhsh said.

“I think we needed more warm-up games 
but just held a training camp in India. It 
was not enough for repeating the gold,” 
she added.

“We deserved to book a place in the final but 
showed a poor performance against Chinese 
Taipei and I am very sorry,” Abdollahbakhsh 
concluded.

Tractor down 
Aluminum: IPL
TEHRAN – Tractor football team defeated 

Aluminum 4-0 in the 2023-24 Iran Professional 
League on Thursday.

Siamak Nemati opened the scoring for the 
visiting team in the 41st minute and Mehdi Abdi 
made it 2-0 in the 78th minute.

Aref Rostami and Amir Hossein 
Hosseinzadeh scored two more goals in the 
last minutes to seal a 4-0 win for Tractor.

Shams Azar suffered a 2-1 home loss against 
Zob Ahan and Paykan defeated Esteghlal 
Khuzestan 1-0 in Ahvaz.

Tractor lead the table with 12 points out of 
six matches. 
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Armita’s family, friends 
speak to media

The student’s parents 
have done interviews with 

Iranian media confirming 
that their daughter lost blood 

pressure and hit her head on the 
metro platform on the way to school. The couple 
asked for prayers stressing there was no point 
in creating controversy about the state of their 
teenager. The friends accompanying Armita in 
the metro have also repeated the same narrative.

official account on what 
really happened

The CEO of Tehran’s 
Metro Operating 
Company and a worker 

present on the day of 
the incident have both 

spoken up about the incident 
and strongly rejected any claims that Armita 
was hurt during a physical dispute with 
police forces. “Today based on my moral 
and organizational duty I visited Armita. The 
medical staff is doing its best and Armita’s 
condition seems to be improving,” said the CEO 
when visiting the student in the hospital.

But what seems to be an unfortunate 
incident happening to a young girl has now 
turned into another opportunity for anti-Iran 
media and Western politicians who are not 
happy with the current stable condition of the 
country.

Anti-Iran opposition’s 
cheers of delight

Hearing that a young 
girl is in an infirm 
condition and struggling 

to regain health is sure to 
sadden any person. But 

for hawkish oppositionists wishing to see 
Iran in ruins any unfortunate incident can 
be considered a blessing. With not a single 
piece of evidence, oppositionists residing in 
the West have begun to claim the student 
lost consciousness after a confrontation 
with police. Some of the figures appearing 
on anti-Iran broadcasts even went as far as 
declaring the student dead. “We lost Mahsa 
Amini exactly a year ago in the same way. It 
is obvious that they killed another young 
girl because of hijab,” said an analyst on Iran 
International on Monday. 

oppositionists smell 
money

All of the notorious 
figures of the Iranian 

opposition were also 
quick to take to social 

media in an attempt to once 
again incentivize violence in the country. 
“My heart is broken. Right on the first 
anniversary of the murder of Mahsa Amini 

in the hand of morality police, this horrifying 
images, emerging of Armita Geravand, the 
16-year-old girl who is in a coma in Iran after 
a reported confrontation with the morality 
police in Tehran. I’m crying…,” said Masih 
Alinejad on X while posting an alleged image 
of Armita lying in a hospital bed. It was later 
revealed that the picture now circulating 
online belongs to a different person. 

West bent on repeating 
Mahsa Amini saga 

Western politicians 
were quick to enter 
the game and bring up 
accusations which hark 

back to the remarks they 
continuously made last year.

“Once again a young woman in Iran is 
fighting for her life. Just because she showed 
her hair on the subway,” wrote German Foreign 
Minister Annalena Baerbock on Tuesday. 

Washington’s special envoy for Iran was 
next to jump on the hype train and point 
the finger of blame at Iranian authorities. 
Speaking on X, Abram Paley claimed he 
was “concerned” and “worried” about the 
unsupported claims that Armita was involved 
in a confrontation with police. “We continue to 
stand with the brave people of Iran,” he wrote 
while perhaps forgetting about the crippling 
sanctions the U.S. has imposed against Iran 
which continue to saddle the lives of millions 
of Iranians every day. 

Speaking to “eyewitnesses” 
from London

The Guardian has also 
decided to sidestep the 
explanations of Armita’s 
friends and some other 

passengers who saw her 
the day she passed out and 

c o m e up with its own lies. The newspaper 
claims it has spoken to two eyewitnesses who 
say the student was pushed by a female “hijab 
enforcer”. “The chador-clad woman screamed 
at her asking her why she was not covered. 
Their argument then turned violent. The hijab 
enforcer started physically attacking Armita 
and … violently pushed her,” the Guardian 
quoted an unidentified eyewitness referring 
to the three-second time period Armita spent 
in the metro cabin which was not captured by 
CCTV cameras. 

What about dying patients 
in the West?

Instead of making 
interventionist remarks 
and expressing “insincere 
concern” about women in 

Iran, Tehran on Thursday 
urged the Western nations 

to be concerned about a wave of strikes that 
would harm their health sector.

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesperson for 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry, said the United States, 
Britain, and Germany had better be concerned 
about strikes by their medical professionals, 
Nasser Kanaani, the spokesperson for Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry, said in an X post on Thursday.

“Instead of interventionist & biased 
remarks & expressing insincere concern 
over Iranian women & girls, you’d better 
be concerned about US, German and UK 
healthcare personnel, patients & tackle their 
situation,” Kanaani said in an X post.

In addition, Kanaani included a Reuters 
news report with its message, which said 
that on Wednesday more than 75,000 union 
workers at Kaiser Permanente began the 
largest three-day healthcare worker walkout 
in U.S. history. The strike could have an effect 
on over 13 million people.

In Britain, it was reported that more than 
120,000 people died while on waiting lists 
last year. A similar situation is also unfolding 
in Germany. But the heads of these Western 
countries have instead decided to focus 
on taking advantage from the unfortunate 
incident that happened to a girl miles away, 
in Tehran. 

 Will Iran be convulsed with 
another wave of riots?

Armita is reportedly 
in coma. Apart from 
the sad reality of 
what’s happened to the 

young girl, the current 
positioning of anti-Iran 

media outlets and some Western politicians 
working in tandem with them was in fact, to 
be expected. 

President Ebrahim Raisi’s administration 
has managed to take much of the sting 
out of 2022’s riots. The insecurity that was 
briefly created inside the country last year 
proved to also be extremely baleful for the 
economy. Prices went soaring as the value 
of the Iranian currency, rial, began to drop. 
Raisi managed to bring down the chaos-
driven inflation by acquiring several fiscal 
measures helping the country experience a 
few months of relative economic calm. 

After failing to revive the 2022 September 
riots this year, the West is desperate to create 
a new point of tension in Iran. Iran’s flurry of 
diplomacy and its repeated diplomatic gains 
in the past year are also a source of worry for 
Western politicians. They have opened the 
throttle in their push to make Iran insecure 
and it seems unlikely for them to back off 
anytime soon.

But Iran here seems to have learnt great 
lessons from the difficult days it had last 
year. This time, the government was quick 
to provide people with evidence on what’s 
really happened. The Iranian people have also 
got to know the real colors of the so-called 
journalists and human rights activists living 
abroad, whose only wish seems to be able 
to revel in dresses stained by the blood of 
innocent Iranian lives.   

Armita, the new project of Iran’s enemies for sedition

By Faramarz Kuhpayeh
TEHRAN – In a highly politicized 

move, the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee decided to award 
the Nobel Peace Prize 2023 to a 
female Iranian prisoner jailed for 
her anti-establishment activism.

The prisoner, Narges 
Mohammadi, was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for her activities 
against the alleged “oppression 
of women in Iran and her fight 
to promote human rights and 
freedom for all,” according 
to a statement by the Nobel 
Committee. 

Mohammadi is known for 
her cooperation with anti-
revolutionary elements and 
has been jailed mainly for her 
incitement to regime change in 
Iran. She is currently serving her 
prison term in Tehran. 

The decision to award 
Mohammadi the Nobel Prize 
comes in continuation of efforts 
to elevate her to a national leader 
in the alleged fight for freedom in 
Iran. “She is the symbol of what 
it means to be a freedom fighter 
in Iran,” Berit Reiss-Andersen, 
Chair of the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee, said immediately 
after the announcement of the 
Nobel Peace Prize 2023 to Narges 
Mohammadi.

This is not the first time the 
Nobel Committee has allocated 
this prize to suspicious Iranian 
elements. In 2003, Shirin Ebadi 
was awarded the same prize, 
turning her into a prominent 
opposition figure working to 
achieve regime change in Iran. 

But while the Nobel Prize for 
other science fields – which rarely 
goes to non-Western figures- may 
enjoy some credibility, the Nobel 
Peace Prize is a highly politicized 
award with a history of being 
used to advance Western political 
agenda against governments 
opposing the Western hegemony.

This is one of the reasons why 
many of the Nobel Peace awards 
stirred major controversies. 

Also, the process of selecting 
Nobel Prize laureates has been 
criticized by critics as being vague 
and non-transparent. The Nobel 
Foundation prohibits disclosing 
information on the nominations 
and deliberation process for 
the next 50 years after winning, 
according to Al-Jazeera. The 
selection process has at times 
been marred by accusations of 
sexism, racism, and the award 
committee being Eurocentric.

In addition, the award has been 
criticized for its premature or 
faulty understanding of peace or 
for being politically motivated. 
For example, some of the Nobel 
Peace laureates have later been 
criticized for committing acts that 
violate human rights. 

The Nobel Prize has also 
been marred by evidence that 
it has closely been linked to 
CIA-led political campaigns 
against foreign governments. 
U.S. documents revealed nearly 
a decade ago the CIA printed 
Russian-language copies of 
Boris Pasternak’s Nobel-winning 
novel Doctor Zhivago during the 
Cold War in an attempt to sow 
unrest among Soviet citizens, 
according to the Guardian. 

Conversely, the Nobel 
Committee has refrained from 
awarding the Nobel Peace 
Prize to people who might have 
deserved it. Critics have pointed 
to the case of Mahatma Gandhi, 
the legendary leader of the Indian 
independence movement. Geir 
Lundestad, the ex-director of 
the Nobel Institute, admitted in 
2006 that that was the greatest 
omission in the prize’s history. 

According to Lundestad, 
Gandhi was shortlisted five 
times (twice before World War 
II, then in 1946, 1947, and 1948), 
but the committee’s Euro-
centric viewpoint and its failure 
to support national liberation 
struggles in colonies prevented 
Gandhi from receiving the 
award, according to the Business 
Standard. 

On the Politicized Prize 



TEHRAN – The loading and unloading of 
products increased by 108 percent in the ports 
of Mazandaran province, in the north of Iran, 
during the first six months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-September 22), as 
compared to the same period of time in the past 
year, Saeed Kia-Kajouri, the director-general of 
the province’s Ports and Maritime Department, 
announced.

As reported, agricultural products, minerals, 
foods, and household appliances were the major 
goods exported from the ports of province to 
neighboring countries and grains, paper and 
cardboard, wood and board were the main 
products imported to these ports during the six 
months of this year.

Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) 
has announced that the loading and unloading 
of goods in the ports of Iran increased by three 
percent in the first six months of the present year.

The PMO reported that 111,806,313 tons of 
commodities were loaded and unloaded in the 
ports during the first half of this year.

Of the mentioned figure, 74,415,327 tons were 
related to loading, and 37,392,654 tons were 
related to unloading.

The loading of goods in the mentioned period 
also increased by nine percent as compared to the 
figure for the previous year’s same six months.

During the said period, loading and unloading 
operations in the container sector reached 
1,432,672 TEUs, which was five percent more 
than the 1,284,604 TEUs in the first six months 
of the past year.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral 
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports 
as the major gates of exports and imports play 
a significant role in this battle. This role makes 
all-out support to ports and more development 
of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government to 
define projects for more development of the 
ports and also take some measures to encourage 
investment making in ports, in addition to 
facilitating the loading and unloading of goods, 
especially basic commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and 
Maritime Organization has defined a high number 
of projects to develop and improve the country’s 
ports, as the country aims to double the capacity 
of its ports in the course of five years.

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial 
official, over 129,000 tons of non-oil goods 
worth about $202 million were exported from 
Zanjan province during the first six months of 
the current Iranian calendar year (March 21, 
September 22). 

Zeyn-ul-Abedin Ganj-Khanlou, the director-
general of the province’s customs department, 
said that the six-month export indicates 34 
percent fall in terms of value, and five percent 
drop in terms of weight, year on year.

The official also announced that over 258,000 
tons of non-oil goods worth about $335 million 
were imported to the province during the six-
month period, with 19 percent rise in terms 
of value, and five percent growth in terms of 
weight, year on year.

He named different kinds of metal ingots 
and sections, sulfonic acid and dairy products 
as the major exported products and raw 
materials, production line parts and machines 
as the main imported items during the first 
half of the present year.

As previously announced by the head of 
the province’s Industry, Mining and Trade 
Department, commodities valued at $579 
million were exported from Zanjan province in 
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on 
March 20).

Saying that six countries were added to 
the export destinations of the province, 
Majid Golshani said that currently, the main 
export target countries of the province are 
Turkey, Iraq, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Pakistan, India, Azerbaijan, Oman, South 
Africa, Russia, and Spain.

He named zinc ingots, transformers and 
accessories, rebars, steel ingots, copper wire, 
zinc concentrate, cardboard, lead ingots, and 
dairy products as the main exported items.

The official further announced that 
commodities worth $504 million were imported 
to the province in the previous year, and named 
Turkey, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, 
Germany, Slovakia, Singapore, Italy, China, Hong 
Kong, and Spain as the main sources of imports.

He listed wood pulp, recycled paper and 
cardboard, tobacco, polyamide and plastic tape, 

production line machines, polyamide thread and 
polyester thread as the major imported items.

As announced by the head of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA), Iran exported 67.7 million tons of non-oil 
commodities worth $24.144 billion in the first six 
months of the current Iranian calendar year. 

Mohammad Rezvanifar said that the export 
of non-oil commodities in H1 increased by 29 
percent in terms of weight.

The official put the country’s value of six-
month non-oil trade at $54.6 billion. 

He said the value of the Islamic Republic’s non-
oil trade in the first half of the current Iranian 
year increased by 4.84 percent compared to the 
same period last year.

In terms of weight, the country’s foreign 
trade reached 82.3 million tons which was 23.78 
percent more than the figure for the previous 
year’s first half.

As the IRICA head announced, 17.6 million 
tons of goods valued at $30.443 billion were 
imported into the country in the said period, 
indicating an 11.62-percent rise in terms of 
value, and a 6.89 percent increase in terms of 
weight, year on year.

The average value of each ton of exported 
goods in the first six months of the current year 
was $356 and the average value of each ton of 
imported goods was $1,729.

Iran’s top export destination during this 
period was China with $6.9 billion worth of 
imports from the Islamic Republic, followed by 
Iraq with $4.5 billion, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) with over $3.0 billion, Turkey with $2.4 
billion, and India with $1.1 billion.

Liquefied natural gas, liquid propane, and 
liquid butane were the top exported items in the 
said six months.

Meanwhile, the country’s top five sources of 
imports in the first half of the current year were 
the UAE with $9.0 billion, China with $8.8 billion, 
Turkey with $3.3 billion, Germany with $1.1 billion, 
and India with $987 million worth of imports.

Corn, smartphones, soybeans, sunflower 
seed oil, and rice were the top imported items in 
the period under review.

TEHRAN- The export of Iran’s iron ore pellet 
increased by 121 percent during the first six 
months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-September 22), as compared to the 
same period of time in the past year, the Iranian 
Steel Producers Association (ISPA) announced.

Based on the data released by the ISPA, 4.508 
million tons of the product was exported in the 
six-month period of this year, while the figure 
was 2.04 million tons in the same time span of 
the previous year.

TEHRAN- Iran’s steel export 
increased by 20 percent during 
the first half of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
21-September 22), compared 
to the same period in the past 
year, the Iranian Steel Producers 
Association (ISPA) announced.

As recently announced by the 
World Steel Association (WSA), 
Iran’s steel output rose by 1.1 
percent in the first eight months 
of 2023 as compared to the 
same period in the previous year.

According to the WSA data, 
Iran produced 19.7 million tons 
of crude steel in the mentioned 
eight months.

Iran was ranked 10th among 
the world’s top steel producers 

during the first eight months of 
2023.

The Islamic Republic’s monthly 
crude steel output stood at 1.6 
million tons in August, indicating a 
decrease of 24.1 percent compared 
to the figure for August 2022.

The Iranian Steel industry has 
been constantly developing over 
the past years against all the 
pressures and obstacles created 
by outside forces like the U.S. 
sanctions and the coronavirus 
outbreak that has severely 
affected the performance of the 
world’s top producers.

The country is expected to 
climb to seventh place among 
the world’s top steel producers 
by the Iranian calendar year 1404 
(March 2025).

TEHRAN- Iranian Transport and Urban 
Development Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash 
travelled to Azerbaijan on Friday for a two-day 
trip to follow up the implementation of the 
enactments of the previous meeting of the two 
countries’ joint economic committee, visit the 
joint projects, and meet the senior officials of 
the neighboring country.

Bazrpash, who is the Iranian chairman of 
Iran-Azerbaijan Joint Economic Committee, 
was welcomed by Shahin Mustafayev, the 
deputy prime minister of Azerbaijan, who is the 
Azeri chairman of the joint committee, after 
arriving in Zangilan International Airport on 
Friday, the portal of Iran’s Ministry of Transport 
and Urban Development reported.  

The concrete-pouring operation for the 
construction of Aghband bridge was started in 
the presence of Bazrpash and Mustafayev, at the 
border zero point of the two countries on Friday, 
so that this joint border bridge will be built on 
the Aras River and be a passage between Iran, 
Nakhchivan and the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Iran and Azerbaijan launched the construction 
of the Aghband automobile bridge over the Aras 
River, in a ceremony in September 2022.

Mustafayev and former Iranian Transport and 

Urban Development Minister Rostam Qasemi 
watched the ceremony via video conference.

Officials from Azerbaijan and Iran expressed 
their confidence that the new bridge would serve 
to strengthen friendly relations between the two 
countries, further develop transportation routes, 
and increase the transit potential of the region.

The project is expected to create additional 
opportunities for the countries of the region, 
increase the potential of the East-West 
transport corridor, as well as expand transport 
and economic ties in the region. 

In mid-July, the chairmen of the Joint 
Economic Committee of Iran and Azerbaijan 
met at the border city of Astara in northern 
Iran to discuss the expansion of ties in various 
areas including trade and transit.

During the meeting, Bazrpash and 
Mustafayev reached several agreements 
including a decision to increase transit traffic 
and launching a new border terminal over the 
next four months, as well as deciding to launch 
border markets and increase joint investment 
in the construction of a railway port.

The officials also decided to investigate 
the problems of truckers in a joint committee 
between the two countries to take the necessary 
actions to fix them over the next two months.

Speaking at the meeting, Bazrpash emphasized 
the development of economic relations between 
the two countries and underlined the need for 
the greater use of the existing capacities.

“With better use of existing capacities, 
unique opportunities can be provided for the 
development of economic relations between the 
two countries.” the minister said.

Referring to the 800-km common border 
between Iran and Azerbaijan, he added: “Iranian 
president always emphasizes the development 
of relations through the optimal use of the 
capacities between the two countries.”

Mustafayev, said for his part that the volume 
of international transit between his country and 

Iran has grown by 58 percent.

He said that about 2,452 Iranian companies 
have been registered in Azerbaijan, a large part 
of which are currently active.  

The official also noted that the volume of 
transit via the International North-South 
Transit Corridor (INSTC) has also registered a 
69 percent growth. 

Stressing his country’s determination to 
expand economic ties with Iran, Mustafayev 
said trade exchanges between Iran and 
Azerbaijan increased by 30 percent in 2022, 
adding that bilateral exchanges between the 
two countries have also registered a nine 
percent year-on-year increase in the first five 
months of 2023.

He stressed that transportation is of vital 
significance in relations between the two 
neighboring countries.

Based on the data released by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA), 
the value of trade between Iran and Azerbaijan 
increased by 13 percent in the past Iranian 
calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20).

Iran-Azerbaijan trade was $688 million in 
14001, and $608 million in 1400.

Components and parts, tubes, aluminum, 
packaged butter, potatoes, heaters, non-
electric appliances, non-powder polyethylene 
compound, special polyethylene compound 
wire and cable cover, polyethylene film grade 
with specific weight, and iron and steel 
ingots were Iran’s main exported items to 
Azerbaijan.

Milling machines, car gearboxes, gas 
generators for the simultaneous production 
of electricity and heat, lathes, air-generating 
units, presses for the production of 
chipboards, bending machines (presses), 
pipes, car engine control units, and sets of 
generators with compression piston engines 
were Iran’s major imported products from its 
neighbor in the past year.

TEHRAN- During a meeting 
between Hojatollah Abdolmaleki, 
the secretary of Iran’s Free Zones 
High Council, and Ahmad Al-Sayed, 
the minister of state and chairman 
of the board of directors of the Free 
Zones Authority in Qatar, the 
Qatari side expressed his country’s 
willingness to expand economic 
ties with Iran.

Al-Sayed presented a history of 
the creation of free zones in Qatar 
and said that on behalf of the Emir 
of Qatar, they have a mission to 
develop trade with Iran, the Iranian 
Free Zones News Agency (Freena) 
reported.

He said the capacity of free 
trade and special economic zones 
is of special importance for the 
development of commercial 
relations between the parties.

In this meeting, the secretary of 
Iran’s Free Zones High Council, gave 
explanations about the activity 
and position of the free trade and 
special economic zones of Iran, as 
well as the effect of these zones on 
the country’s economy. 

During his trip to Qatar, 
Abdolmaleki also met 
Mohamed Bin Ahmed Twar Al 
Kuwari, the vice chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of that country.

During the meeting, Al Kuwari 
announced his country’s readiness 
to become a hub of re-exporting 
Iranian products.

The official voiced the readiness 
of Qatar’s private sector to 
cooperate with Iran, both in 

providing the country’s needs and 
in re-exporting Iranian products 
and goods to other countries.

He also announced his country’s 
readiness to invest in Iran’s free 
zones and it was decided to 
familiarize Qatari investors and 
businessmen with the capacities of 
Iran’s free zones.

Last week, during a meeting 
between the governors of the 
central banks of Iran and Qatar, in 
Doha, the two sides discussed the 
strategies for developing financial 
and banking relations between the 
two countries.

In the meeting between Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI) Governor 
Mohammad-Reza Farzin and 
Qatar Central Bank (QCB) Governor 
Sheikh Bandar bin Mohammed 
bin Saoud Al-Thani, necessary 
agreements were made regarding 
the start of banking operations in 
order to use the foreign currency 

resources transferred to six Iranian 
banks in Qatar.

In the meeting between the two 
countries’ central bank governors, 
which was also attended by the 
deputy governors and general 
directors of the two banks, the 
governors of the central banks of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
Qatar pointed to the numerous 
economic capacities and diverse 
fields of commercial cooperation 
between Iran and Qatar, and 
emphasized the need to increase 
monetary, banking and financial 
cooperation between the two 
countries.

As announced by an official 
with Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO), the value of 
trade between Iran and Qatar is 
estimated to reach $3 billion by the 
Iranian calendar year 1404 (begins 
on March 2025).

Farzad Piltan, the director-

general of TPO’s Office of West 
Asian Countries, said such amount 
of trade will includes export, 
import, joint investment, transit, 
re-export and joint production.

The governmental officials of 
the two countries are negotiating 
and are continuously providing 
infrastructure to achieve this goal, 
he added.

In early March, the former head 
of TPO stressed the expansion 
of trade ties with Qatar and 
cooperation with Qatari traders 
and businessmen in the field of 
partnership and joint investment 
and infrastructure development.

Alireza Peyman-Pak made the 
remarks on the sidelines of the 
first day of the Iran-Qatar business 
forum in Tehran.

Referring to the 13th 
government’s emphasis on 
developing relations with its 
neighbors, the official said: “Qatar is 
one of the countries that, although 
it has close political relation with 
Iran, unfortunately in recent years 
enough attention has not been 
paid to the use of commercial 
and economic opportunities of 
cooperation with this country”.

“During the past few months 
and in the 13th government, we 
have paid serious attention to 
the development of business 
relations with this country”, he 
noted, adding, “In this regard, we 
have sent commercial attaché to 
Qatar, established a trade center, 
held a special exhibition, and sent 
business delegations”.
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Iranian Transport and Urban Development 
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash (L), and Azerbaijan 
Deputy Prime Minister Shahin Mustafayev (R) 
watch the concrete-pouring operation for the 

construction of Aghband bridge on Friday

Hojatollah Abdolmaleki (L), the secretary of Iran’s Free Zones High 
Council, and Ahmad Al-Sayed, the minister of state and chairman of the 

board of directors of the Free Zones Authority in Qatar

Loading, unloading of goods up 108% in 
Mazandaran ports

Commodities worth about $202m exported 
from Zanjan province in 6 months 

Iron ore pellet export increases 121% in 
6 months on year

Iranian minister in Azerbaijan to follow up implementation of joint projects

Qatar willing to expand economic ties with Iran 

Steel export rises 20% in H1



Palestinian resistance grows in occupied West Bank
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Syria mourns scores 
killed in drone attack 
on military academy
Syria on Friday held funerals for scores of people 

killed in a drone attack on a graduation ceremony at 
a military academy in the Homs region the previous 
day, one of the bloodiest strikes against the military 
in more than 12 years of war.

Several weaponised drones hit the Homs Military 
Academy’s courtyard where families were gathered 
with the new officers on Thursday, minutes after 
Defence Minister Ali Mahmoud Abbas had left. Syria 
declared three days of mourning.

There have been no claims of responsibility for 
the attack. Syria’s defence and foreign ministries 
blamed what they described as terrorist groups, 
without specifying further, and vowed to respond 
“with full force”.

US shoots down 
Turkish drone over 
Syria after attacks 
near Hasakah
The Pentagon says United States warplanes have 

shot down a Turkish drone, which was deemed a 
threat to its forces in Syria, in an incident that might 
raise tensions between the NATO allies. 

 The development came on Thursday as Turkey 
targeted Kurdish forces in Syria following a suicide 
bombing in Ankara that was claimed by the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).

US troops observed drones carrying out 
raids on Thursday morning, some of them 
inside a “restricted operating zone” (ROZ) near 
Hasakah, about a kilometre (less than a mile) 
from Washington’s troops, Pentagon spokesman 
Brigadier General Pat Ryder told journalists. 

 A few hours later, a Turkish drone returned 
to the ROZ and flew towards American forces 
despite what a US official said were a dozen calls 
to Ankara’s military. 

 Ryder said “US commanders assessed … the UAV, 
which was now less than a half kilometre from US 
forces, to be a potential threat,” using an abbreviation 
for an unmanned aerial vehicle.  

“US F-16 fighters subsequently shot down the 
UAV in self-defence,” he said.  

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin spoke with his 
Turkish counterpart Yasar Guler on Thursday, 
urging “de-escalation in northern Syria and the 
importance of maintaining strict adherence to de-
confliction protocols and communication through 
established military-to-military channels,” Ryder 
said in a statement.  

Turkey’s defence ministry confirmed the call, 
saying the two officials discussed “the latest 
developments in Syria”.

 China to double 
the size of its 
space station
China plans to expand its space station to six 

modules from three in coming years, offering 
astronauts from other nations an alternative 
platform for near-Earth missions as the NASA-led 
International Space Station (ISS) nears the end of 
its lifespan.

The operational lifetime of the Chinese space 
station will be more than 15 years, the China 
Academy of Space Technology (CAST), a unit of 
China’s main space contractor, said at the 74th 
International Astronautical Congress in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, on Wednesday.

That would be more than the 10 years previously 
announced.

China’s self-built space station, also known 
as Tiangong, or Celestial Palace in Chinese, has 
been fully operational since late 2022, hosting 
a maximum of three astronauts at an orbital 
altitude of up to 450 kilometers (280 miles).

UN probe into 
Ethiopia war crime 
allegations set to 
end – AP
A UN-backed investigation into human rights 

violations in Ethiopia after a two-year civil war 
is set to conclude after no country submitted a 
resolution seeking an extension, the Associated 
Press (AP) reported on Wednesday.  

The inquiry will be terminated when the 
mandate of the independent International 
Commission of Human Rights Experts on 
Ethiopia expires this month, according to the 
outlet. 

 On Tuesday, the commission’s experts urged 
the Human Rights Council in Geneva to extend 
the probe, claiming that atrocities continue in 
the East African nation’s northern region of 
Tigray, which has been devastated by the war. 

 According to UN experts, Eritrean forces 
aligned with Ethiopia’s military were still 
committing acts of violence against women 
in Tigray, including rape and sexual slavery. 
They also expressed concern about reports of 
extrajudicial killings and mass detentions in 
Amhara, Ethiopia’s second-most populous state. 

 “There is a very real and imminent risk that 
the situation will deteriorate further, and it is 
incumbent upon the international community 
to ensure that investigations persist so human 
rights violations can be addressed, and the 
worst tragedies averted,” AP quoted commission 
member Steven Ratner as saying.  

Allegations of abuses have persisted since the 
formal cessation of hostilities last November, 
when the federal government and the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) signed the 
Pretoria Agreement, an African Union-mediated 
peace deal concluded in the South African capital. 

 The intense war that erupted in 2020 was 
named the world’s deadliest conflict in 2022 by 
the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), with 
well over 100,000 people killed.

Late Wagner boss 
had giant cocaine 
stash – Putin
A stash of cocaine was discovered in the 

office of the private military company Wagner 
Group, Russian President Vladimir Putin said on 
Thursday. Wagner’s boss, businessman Evgeny 
Prigozhin, died in a plane crash in August, two 
months after staging a short-lived failed mutiny.  

“We know that… the [Federal Security Service] 
found not only 10 billion [rubles] in cash in the 
company’s [office] in St. Petersburg, but also 5 
kilograms of cocaine,” Putin explained during a 
session of the Valdai Discussion Club in Sochi. 

 The police and security officials raided 
properties belonging to Wagner shortly after 
Prigozhin’s revolt. On June 23, Prigozhin 
announced that his troops would march on 
Moscow, but backed down the next day after 
reaching a deal with the authorities.

Prigozhin and several of his close associates 
died on August 23, when his business jet crashed 
in western Russia.  

Speaking at the Valdai forum, Putin shared 
some of the findings of the investigation into the 
crash. “The head of the Investigative Committee 
has informed me recently that fragments of hand 
grenades were found in the victims’ bodies,” the 
president said. “There was no outside impact on 
the plane. It is now a confirmed fact.”  

The president added that the remains have 
not yet been examined for traces of drugs and 
alcohol. “I believe that such an examination 
should be made,” he said. 

 Putin previously praised Wagner fighters 
for their role in Russia’s military operation in 
Ukraine. At the same time, he said in August 
that Prigozhin had made “serious mistakes,” 
and that he had deceived his own men when 
instigating the mutiny.
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From page 1   The 
words by the head 

of the negotiating 
delegation come 
after an insistence 
by Yemen over 

the past months to 
highlight the miserable 

humanitarian situation 
in the country as a priority within the ongoing 
negotiations with the Omani delegation and 
to separate it from the political demands and 
conditions that are being discussed.

Last Tuesday, the Sanaa government 
announced the arrival of a delegation from the 
Sultanate of Oman to the capital, Sanaa, “to 
complete the discussions and transfer the ideas 
and proposals brought by the discussions with 
the Saudi side and international parties to the 
leadership of Sanaa.”

This is the second visit of the Omani delegation 
to Sanaa since the end of the truce last October.

Lieutenant General Jalal Al-Ruwaishan, 

the deputy head of the Sanaa negotiating 
delegation and the deputy prime minister 
for defense and security affairs, noted that 
the visit of the Omani delegation, this time, 
brought positive points related to resolving the 
economic aspects through the disbursement of 
salaries and expressing an initial desire from 
the countries of aggression to reach a solution 
and peace in Yemen.

He stressed that Sanaa presented its 
“conditions clearly,” including “stopping the war, 
lifting the siege, and the exit of foreigners from 
Yemen,” stressing that “this is a legitimate right 
for all Yemenis.”

Yemen is suffering from one of the worst 
humanitarian crises in the current era, 
according to the United Nations, as more than 
25.5 million Yemenis, out of a total population 
of 30 million, are now living below the poverty 
line, as a result of the ongoing war launched 
by the Saudi coalition against the country 
more than 7 years ago.

The war led to the displacement of more than 

4 million Yemenis, depriving two million children 
of the right to education, and the number of 
victims of the American-backed Saudi-Emirati 
aggression reached about 50,000, according to 
United Nations figures.

Sanaa says U.S. obstructing peace 

The Sanaa government accuses the United 
States of obstructing peace in Yemen and does 
not want the war, which has been ongoing for 
more than eight years, to come to an end.

On November 7, the head of the Supreme 
Political Council in Yemen, Mahdi Al-Mashat, 
accused both the United States and its special 
envoy to Yemen, Tim Lenderking, of thwarting 
the efforts made to extend the truce.

It is worth noting that Sanaa announced last 
October that negotiations to extend the UN 
truce in Yemen had reached a dead end after 
Saudi Arabia refused to pay the salaries of public 
employees from the revenues of oil and gas 
produced from the Yemeni governorates, stop 
the war, and lift the siege on the country.

Yemen’s humanitarian situation is at the forefront of the 
political file and negotiations

By Ali Karbalaei 

TEHRAN - Palestinian resistance in 
the northwestern occupied West Bank 
city of Tulkarm ambushed an Israeli 
military convoy leaving five Israeli 
troops from the elite undercover 
Musta’ribeen unit injured with three in 
critical condition. 

Both sides have confirmed the 
casualties among the Israeli ranks. 

The operation is quite unique in that 
until several months ago, there was no 
known resistance operating at such 
a large scale in Tulkram, located east 
of the flashpoint cities of Jenin and 
Nablus. 

Experts had cited sources as saying 
that armed resistance in Tulkarm 
and its adjacent refugee camp was 
beginning to emerge. 

The sophisticated ambush is also 
a sign that the armed resistance is 
expanding across the occupied West 
Bank, in coordination with powerful 
Palestinian resistance factions in the 
besieged Gaza Strip. 

Video clips show violent clashes and 
explosions in the Tulkarm camp after 
the occupation forces tried to raid it 
but later withdrew after suffering 
casualties. 

The Palestinian resistance said 
its fighters in Tulkarm “engaged in 
clashes (with Israeli troops) from the 
first point (of the troops’ entrance to 
the city) with the occupation troops, 
inflicting severe injuries within their 
ranks and forcing them to withdraw.”

The Gaza-based military wing of the 
Hamas organization, the al-Qassam 
Brigades, claimed responsibility for 
the operation.

Hamas strongly praised its 
fighters who carried out the Tulkarm 
operation, saying that the ambush 
was part of a series of retaliatory 
attacks in response to the ongoing 
Israeli aggression.

The five Israeli troops are believed 
to have been injured when they 
were caught in a tight ambush by 
the resistance at an Israeli military 
checkpoint, where explosions were 
heard and an exchange of gunfire 
occurred between a group of gunmen 
and the occupation forces that 
reinforced their forces in the area.

In a brief statement, the al-Qassam 
Brigades in the occupied West Bank 
said: “Our fighters in the Tulkarm 
camp were able to discover a special 
Zionist force that had infiltrated the 
camp at dawn, and they trapped it in 
a tight ambush that they had prepared 
in advance, where the fighters 
detonated a number of homemade 
devices at the storming vehicles, and 
then they engaged in a clash.”

The Israeli army acknowledged that 
five of its soldiers were injured in the 
Tulkarm camp ambush on Thursday 
morning, including three, that it 
described are in “critical condition”.

Footage published by the resistance 
from the scenes of the ambush, which 

they obtained after the Israeli forces 
withdrew, shows bombs and military 
equipment. 

A number of videos also show 
traces of blood as a result of the 
injuries sustained by the occupation 
troops, and traces of blood can also be 
seen on the ground.

Speaking to the media, 
eyewitnesses in the camp said 
that there were injuries among the 
occupation forces by the bullets and 
explosives of the resistance. 

Israeli media reported that five 
soldiers were injured, three of them 
in critical condition, after an explosive 
device was detonated under their 
vehicle as they were withdrawing from 
the Tulkarm camp.

In a separate incident, the regime’s 
forces opened fire on a car with two 
Palestinian youths inside, in the village 
of al-Shufa, near Tulkarm. 

According to Israeli Army Radio, 
Palestinians opened fire from a car 
at a settler’s vehicle near the illegal 
Israeli settlement of Avnei Hefetz in 
the northern West Bank, and after 
pursuing it, those inside the car 
were “eliminated” at the entrance to 
Shufa village. An M16 rifle used in the 
Palestinian retaliatory operation was 
seized.

Israeli media cited an official from 
the Avnei Hefetz settlement as saying, 
“Palestinians opened fire on one of 
the [settlers] at the intersection of 
the [settlement] without wounding 
him. The army was active in the area, 
and the entrance and exit to the 
settlement were closed.”

The Palestinian Ministry of Health 
later announced the death of the two 
young Palestinians after their car was 
sprayed with bullets.  

In turn, the al-Qassam Brigades 
mourned the martyrdom of its two 
fighters, Abd al-Rahman Atta (23 
years old) and Hudhayfah Fares (27 
years old), stressing that the operation 
“came in response to the ongoing 
occupation aggression,” and that 
“more operations await the enemy”. 

It also stressed that “the enemy’s 
aggression and the targeting of our 
people’s fighters will not succeed in 
stopping our resistance.”

Settlers desecrating al-Aqsa
Meanwhile, the occupation 

forces were still preventing Muslim 

worshipers from entering the al-Aqsa 
Mosque. They were guarding settlers 
performing Talmudic rituals on the 
last days of the Jewish holidays.

On Thursday morning, scores of 
settlers stormed the holy Mosque 
from the direction of the Mughrabi 
Gate under the heavy protection of the 
occupation forces. 

The regime deployed various forces, 
including special units in the Old City 
of occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem), the 
al-Aqsa Mosque, and its surrounding 
areas to secure the settlers’ incursions 
and ongoing provocations.

The Islamic Endowments 
Department in occupied al-Quds 
stated that more than 240 settlers had 
stormed the mosque compound since 
early Thursday morning, carrying out 
provocative measures and performing 
Talmudic rituals in the mosque’s 
courtyards and at the external doors 
of Islam’s third holiest site. 

It pointed out that the occupation’s 
forces continued to restrict the entry 
of Palestinian worshipers to the holy 
mosque, checking their personal 
identities, detaining some of them 
at its external doors, and preventing 
young men from entering.

It also said that Israeli forces 
obstructed the entry of students to 
their schools and searched their bags 
at Bab al-Silsilah, one of the gates of 
the al-Aqsa Mosque.

The Israeli forces also obstructed 
the work of journalists while covering 
the raids in the Old City, the Islamic 
Endowments Department added. 

After being prevented from entering 
the mosque, many young Palestinians 
performed their dawn prayers at the 
Lions Gate in the Old City.

Attack on Nablus
Israeli forces attacked and injured 

scores of Palestinian protesters, 
including three with live bullets. The 
confrontations with Israeli forces 
came after angry Palestinians took 
to the streets of Nablus in protest 
at the storming of the city by the 
regime’s troops accompanying 
settlers attempting to reach 
Joseph’s Tomb. 

The Director of Ambulance and 
Emergency at the Red Crescent 
in Nablus said that at least 190 
Palestinians had been injured, 
including three injuries from live 

bullets, one from bullet fragments, 
two injuries from gas bombs directly 
to the head, one injury as a result of 
a fall, two with bruises, in addition to 
180 cases of suffocation, while six of 
the injured were taken to the hospital 
for treatment. 

Following the storming of 
Nablus, armed clashes and violent 
confrontations broke out, as resistance 
forces targeted Israeli military vehicles 
with homemade explosive devices and 
Molotov cocktails, causing a fire in 
one of the Israeli jeeps and a military 
bulldozer, according to eyewitnesses, 
who described the situation like a 
warzone. 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad parade 
The military wing of the Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad resistance movement, 
the Al-Quds Brigades, in the besieged 
Gaza Strip also revealed a number of 
new missiles and drones that it will 
enter into military service. 

The revelations, which were made 
during a military parade, coincided 
with the 36th anniversary of the 
founding of the movement.

More than 60 units belonging to 
the al-Quds Brigades participated 
in a military march, in addition to 
displaying rocket launchers and a 
group of anti-armor weapons carrying 
different models.

The resistance movement 
announced the entry of a new missile, 
bearing the name “Jaafar”, into military 
service for the first time, without 
specifying its range and destructive 
capacity, in addition to showcasing 
“Badr 3” missiles for the first time in 
the Gaza Strip. The parade also saw 
a number of locally made drones, 
including the Sahab drone, which will 
also enter service for the first time. 
Several other drones were put on 
display. 

The resistance movement revealed 
a number of new missiles with long 
ranges. The movement’s missile 
force explained that they had entered 
service after the “Revenge of the Free” 
battle last May.

The military parade concluded 
with a speech by an official of the 
movement’s military department 
and a member of its political 
bureau, Akram al-Ajouri, in which 
he said that the occupation 
“wanted normalization to isolate 
and marginalize the resistance and 
eliminate the Palestinian cause.”

Al-Ajouri stressed that the plans 
and conspiracies of the occupation will 
not succeed, adding that the al-Quds 
Brigades are “preparing and striking 
in all arenas”.

He ended his speech with the 
declaration that “A FINAL DECISION IS 
COMING, GOD WILLING.”

On Friday, the Palestinian 
resistance organized a festival at 
al-Katiba Square, west of Gaza 
City, simultaneously with Syria and 
Lebanon, under the title “Martyrs are 
the glad tidings of victory”. 

Botched West Bank raid leaves 
5 Israeli troops injured



TEHRAN—The Iranian tourism min-
ister has proposed a visa cancellation 
program to be established among 
member states of the Economic Co-
operation Organization.

On Thursday, Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicraft Minister 
Ezzatollah Zarghami said the Is-
lamic Republic welcomes initiatives 
such as a visa waiver program that 
help deepen tourism ties among the 
ECO member states.

“Iran is doing its best to facilitate 
the presence of tourists from the 
member countries, and with the co-
operation of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, we are moving towards the 
elimination of visas between the 
member states,” the minister added.

Zarghami made the remarks in 
an address to the 5th ECO Ministe-
rial Meeting, which was hosted by 
Iran’s Ardabil, the 2023 ECO Tour-
ism Capital.

ECO member countries with 
about 500 million people con-
stitute a vast hub of commerce, 
culture, and history, all of which is 

a great blessing for tourism, the 
minister said.

“We invite you to visit Iran at-
tractions such as UNESCO-reg-
istered gardens and see how 
Iranians preserved their environ-
ment well throughout its history,” 
Zarghami said.

Ardabil’s tourism chief, Hassan 
Mohammadiadib, has voiced hope 
that the event set the ground for 
further tourism boost, local econ-

omy and related businesses. “For 
our guests, in addition to meetings 
and conferences, we have orga-
nized detailed programs such as 
visits to natural and historical at-
tractions along Ardabil province,” 
the official said.

As mentioned by Mohammad-
iadib, Ardabil’s designation as the 
2023 ECO Tourism Capital has cre-
ated a good capacity for tourism 
development. “So, we should grasp 
this unique opportunity,” the official 

said. “We can easily use this unique 
capacity to introduce our cultural 
heritage, travel destinations, and 
ancient handicrafts.”

Ali Bahadori Jahromi, the spokes-
man for the Iranian government, 
has said Ardabil 2023 should be 
observed as an opportunity to 
strengthen local tourism. “Foreign 
tourists can benefit greatly from 
this event in gaining knowledge 
of the tourism capabilities of the 
country, especially those of Ardabil,” 
Bahadori Jahromi said.

Sprawling on a high, windswept 
plateau, Ardabil is well known for 
having abundant natural beauty, 
hospitable people, and its silk and 
carpet trade tradition. It is also 
home to the UNESCO-registered 
Sheikh Safi al-Din Khanegah and the 
Shrine Ensemble.

Ardabil province is freezing in 
winter and mild in summer, attract-
ing thousands every year. The capi-
tal city of Ardabil is usually recorded 
as one of the coldest cities in the 
country in winter.

TEHRAN—A team of archaeologists in north-
west Iran has discovered a significant fossil site 
estimated to date from ten million years ago.

Iranian excavators have uncovered a verte-
brate fossil site in Maragheh, East Azarbaijan 
province, Press TV reported on Wednesday.

Uncovered in Ahaq village, the fossil site 
dates some ten million years, said Shahnam 
Ashtari, who presides over the provincial De-
partment of Environment.

The official said amazing fossils related to 
the families of horses, elephants, bovidae, 
rhinoceroses and all kinds of carnivores have 
been found during the excavation of the site.

Maragheh fossil site is among the five im-
portant Maragheh vertebrate fossil sites in 
the world, Ashtari noted. “Ahaq is unique in 
the region in terms of vertebrate, inverte-
brate and plant fossils, he said, calling for 
more studies there.”

Renowned as a “fossil paradise”, Mara-
gheh is home to enormous herbivorous fos-
sils such as ones related to Mastodons and 
Deinotherium (kinds of elephants and rhi-
nos), among other extinct mammals.

Maragheh has been the focus of paleontol-

ogists and geologists for many years since its 
native fauna is considered one of the three 
most preeminent western Eurasian late Mio-
cene Pikermian faunas, along with Samos 
and Pikermi in Greece.

Follow-up seasons of excavation and pale-
ontological studies across Maragheh have re-
vealed treasured findings such as mastodon 
dentin fossils, upper rhinoceros jaws, carnivo-
rous skulls, horse teeth and jaws, giraffe jaws, 
and fossils of a primary human. Except for Mar-
agheh, sediments similar to Maragheh are also 
found in Ahar, Varzeqan, northwest of Tabriz 
(Evand), and near Mianeh.

Last year, Mikael Fortelius, a professor of 
Evolutionary Paleontology at the University 
of Helsinki, publicized that archaeologists had 
unearthed some fossils dating back more than 
8 million years in Maragheh that show high po-
tential for further excavations in this region.

“If archaeologists can unearth fossils dating 
back to around 11 or 12 million years ago, the 
fossil site of Maragheh would become more im-
portant than ever,” he noted.

In 1897, the French paleontologist Marcellin 
Boule secured permission to conduct a paleon-
tological expedition to Maragheh in 1904. The 

1904 French expedition to Maragheh was orga-
nized at a very grand scale for this time in pale-
ontology. In addition, a group of French paleon-
tologists assisted by 12 local laborers excavated 
a large sample of Maragheh fossils from Kingir, 
Kopran, Shollevend, and Kermedjawa.

More than 50 years elapsed before other re-
ported expeditions occurred at Maragheh. Takai 
from Tokyo University collected Maragheh fos-
sils from Kerjabad. Robert Savage of Bristol Uni-
versity also visited Maragheh in 1958 and col-
lected fossils. Tobien, from Johannes-Gutenberg 
University, Mainz made important excavations 
of the middle portion of the Maragheh sequence 
in the 1960s. Moreover, many studies conducted 
in the 1970s yielded important outcomes as well.

TEHRAN—Several restorers and cultural 
heritage experts from Iran and Russia have 
been invited to bring together in-house ex-
pertise at a binational conference to be held in 
downtown Tehran.  

Six Russian experts and three Iranian coun-
terparts will deliver lectures at the event to be 
held on Monday, CHTN reported.

Co-organized by the Research Institute of 
Cultural Heritage and Tourism and the Russian 
Association of Restorers, the conference will 
touch upon themes related to historical monu-
ments and sites as well as urban textures, the 
report said.

Both Iran and Russia have contributed signifi-
cantly to the world’s history and culture.

Their cultural heritage that is deeply rooted 

in history is not only limited to architecture and 
landmarks but also gorgeous traces of literature, 
handicrafts, music, and arts, to name a few.

Iran, formerly known as Persia, has been home 
to many great empires, such as the Achaemenid 
Empire and the Safavid Empire, which have left 
their mark on the country’s architecture, art, 
and culture. Iran is also home to many iconic 
landmarks, such as the ancient city of Persepo-
lis, the Golestan Palace, and the holy shrine of 
Imam Reza (AS), which are all testament to the 
country’s rich cultural heritage. However, Iran’s 
cultural heritage is not without its challenges. 
Many of the country’s historic landmarks and 
buildings need restoration, and there is a risk 
that they may be lost forever if action is not tak-
en. The Iranian government has recognized the 
importance of preserving the country’s cultural 
heritage and has invested in restoration proj-
ects to ensure that these landmarks are pre-
served for future generations.

From the grandeur of the Tsars to the Soviet 
era, Russia has a diverse and fascinating history 
that has left its mark on the world. The country 
is home to many iconic landmarks, such as the 
Kremlin, St. Basil’s Cathedral, and the Hermitage 
Museum, which are all testament to the country’s 
rich cultural heritage. Russia has been home to 
some of the world’s greatest writers, such as Leo 
Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoevsky, and composers, 
such as Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff. Russian 
art is also renowned for its unique style, with 
artists such as Kandinsky and Malevich making 
significant contributions in the world of art.

For the two countries, it is highly essential to 
prioritize the restoration of their historical sites 
to ensure that future generations have the op-
portunity to learn about and appreciate their 
unique histories and cultures.

The Cueva de las Manos, Río Pinturas, con-
tains an exceptional assemblage of cave art, with 
many painted rock shelters, including a cave, 
with magnificent pictographies surrounded by 
an outstanding landscape, with the river running 
through a deep canyon, which were executed be-
tween 9,300 and 1,300 years ago.

According to UNESCO, the property takes its 
name (Cave of the Hands) from the stencilled 
outlines of human hands in the cave, but there 
are also many depictions of animals, such as gua-
nacos (Lama guanicoe ), still commonly found in 
the region, as well as hunting scenes that depict 
animals and human figures interacting in a dy-
namic and naturalistic manner. 

The entrance to the Cueva is screened by a 
rock wall covered by many hand stencils. Within 
the rock shelter itself there are five concentra-
tions of rock art, later figures and motifs often 
superimposed upon those from earlier periods. 
The paintings were executed with natural min-
eral pigments - iron oxides (red and purple), 
kaolin (white), and natrojarosite (yellow), man-
ganese oxide (black) - ground and mixed with 
some form of binder.

The artistic sequence, which includes three 
main stylistic groups, began as early as the 10th 
millennium BP [Before Present]. The sequence 
is a long one: archaeological investigations have 

shown that the site was last inhabited around 
700 CE by the possible ancestors of the first Te-
huelche people of Patagonia. The Cueva is consid-
ered by the international scientific community to 
be one of the most important sites of the earliest 
hunter-gatherer groups in South America during 
Early Holocene that still maintains a good state 
of preservation and has a singular environment 
formation, unique at Santa Cruz province.

The rock arat, its natural environment and 
the archaeological sites on this region are 
some of the very important reasons that made 
this area a focus for archaeological research for 
more than 25 years. They made an impact on 
the observer due not only the deep gorge walls 
surrounded by a privileged landscape, but also 
by the artistic compositions, variety of motifs 
and its polychromies. 

These scenes represent a unique evidence to 
know aboutthe first Patagonian hunters’ be-
haviour and their hunting techniques. Cueva de 
las Manos, Río Pinturas contains an exception-
al assemblage of cave art, unique in the world, 
for its age and continuity throughout time, the 
beauty and the preservation conditions of the 
paintings, the magnificence of the collection of 
stencilled outlines of human hands and the hunt-
ing scenes, as well as the environment that sur-
rounds the place of exciting beauty and for being 
part of the cultural value of the site itself.

TEHRAN - On Thursday, a host of local offi-
cials, healthcare professionals, and travel insid-
ers inaugurated a center dedicated to medical 
tourism in Nowshahr of Mazandaran province, 
northern Iran.

“The property, which covers an area of 6,000 
square meters, marks Mazandaran’s first med-
ical tourism center,” IRNA reported.

Having a gross floor area of 1,500 square me-
ters, the medical tourism hub offers a wide vari-
ety of medical services, the report said.

The number of medical tourists visiting Iran is 
around one million people per annum, an official 
with Health Ministry said in August. “We con-
sider this sector as health diplomacy, which is a 
suitable platform to develop the country’s inter-
national interactions, ” said Mohammad-Hos-
sein Niknam, who presides over the ministry’s 
department for international cooperation.

Experts say Iran’s medical tourism is a win-

win opportunity both for the country and for-
eign patients, as they are offered affordable yet 
quality treatment services and the country gains 
considerable foreign currency.

The ancient country is known in the world as 
an affordable destination for health tourism, and 
the government is making a great effort to at-
tract more medical tourists in the years to come. 
Credible surgeons and physicians, cutting-edge 
medical technologies, high-tech medicine and 
diverse specializations, super affordable pro-
cedures, and finally its hospitable people, are 
considered Iran’s trump card when it comes to 
medical tourism.

In the global scene, medical tourism is boom-
ing worldwide, as about 20 to 24 million people 
are traveling for medical treatments annually. 
Factors such as increased care needs over longer 
lifespans, rising healthcare costs, and constant 
pressures on some insurance industries are rea-
sons behind why some opt to travel abroad.
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Iranian, Russian restorers to share 
expertise at Tehran conference

 Glimpses of World Heritage sites

Mazandaran’s first medical tourism 
center inaugurated

Iranian minister proposes visa-free 
travels among ECO member states

Archaeologists hail find of 10-million-year-old fossil site in northwest Iran

Khouzestan Steel Company 

First A
nnouncement

Khouzestan steel company Announcement of the contractors' qualification for 
a package included New Electric Arc Furnace and auxiliaries in EAF, LF, FTP, 
MHS, STATCOM,CRANE at KSC. 
 Khouzestan steel company (KSC) intends to bid a New Electric Arc Furnace 
(EAF, LF, FTP, MHS, STATCOM, CRANE included all related auxiliaries).  
 The location is in existing steelmaking plant in AHWAZ south west of IRAN. 
The features of the Electric Arc Furnace: 

 Capacity 1.2  MTPY (molten) 
 Tap Weight 170 ton 

Companies interested in taking part the tender having the following 
qualification, can declare their readiness: 
1. Technological Knowledge of Electric Arc Furnace and related auxiliaries 
2. Experienced in executing EAF, LF, FTP, MHS, STATCOM, CRANE and 
related auxiliaries 
3. Equipment must be supplied from European or Japanese companies or other 
countries under their license with European Union Countries Standards. 
4. Bid bond guarantee: 1,400,000 EUR 
The interested companies shall send the following documents to KSC by the 
date: 27. 10. 2023 
1. The lists and references (Name, Location, Scope, Capacity and the contract 
price) of similar project, EPC (Engineering, procurement, construction 
separately). 
2. The company profile and catalogue 
After receiving the documents and evaluating the companies' competency, the 
KSC will send tendering documents to the selected contractors. 
Address: IRAN, Khouzestan province, Ahwaz, Khouzestan steel company, post 
box: 1378, post code: 61788-13111; Purchasing Department. 
Mr. Pourmoghadam       m.pourmoghadam@ksc.ir     Tel: +98-6132136414 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



TEHRAN - Ali Salajeqeh, head of the Depart-
ment of Environment (DOE), has said global envi-
ronmental diplomacy is one of the government’s 
main programs.

He made the remarks at the “Fifth Forum of 
Ministers and Environment Authorities of Asia 
Pacific” on Thursday which was held from Octo-
ber 3-6 in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

“Environment precedes development” and 
“Global environmental diplomacy” are the gov-
ernment’s slogans, Salajeqeh said, IRIB reported.

He enumerated the national action plans for 
the preservation of biodiversity saying that Iran 
is home to many valuable genetic reserves in the 
world and has a rich biodiversity of important 
plant and animal species with over 2,200 endem-
ic plant species and unique habitats, including 
the Zagros and Hyrcanian forests.

“Iran has made great strides in improving the 
marine ecosystem and biodiversity by develop-
ing an action plan for continuous monitoring of 
marine ecosystems, protecting and restoring 
vulnerable coastal habitats, adapting to the phe-
nomenon of climate change in land and coastal 
areas, and dealing with plastic and micro-plastic 
pollution, IRIB quoted Salajeqeh as saying.

Talking about the impact of climate change on 
human life and the need to adapt to it, Salajeqeh 
said one of the consequences of climate change 
and extreme phenomena is the occurrence of 
floods, droughts, and sand and dust storms, the 
scope and intensity of which is expanding and is 
plaguing the countries of West Asia.

He also pointed to climate change as a se-
rious menace to sustainable development in 
various aspects of the environment such as 
human health, food security, economic activi-
ties, natural resources, and infrastructure due 
to its impacts on agriculture, the environment, 
and public health.

Referring to the successful holding of a re-
gional meeting of environment ministers in the 
past Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20), 
and the International Conference on Combating 
Sand and Dust Storms (SDSs) in Tehran, on Sep-
tember 9-10, he added that the declaration of 
the conference on SDSs can be the basis for joint 
cooperation between governments and interna-
tional organizations for operational measures in 
the near future.

Salajeqeh talked about the establishment of 
community-based organizations under the title 
of “Environmental Houses”.  

The project that has been implemented aims 
to improve the level of environmental literacy 
and popularize environmental affairs.

Referring to the cruel sanctions against Iran, 
he pointed out that unilateral sanctions have re-
duced the country’s ability to fulfill its responsi-
bilities in national and international treaties.

In the end, he said, “With the cooperation of in-
ternational organizations, regardless of political 
issues, using scientific and technological capac-
ities and joint investment, we hope to be able to 
gift a healthy and clean future to our children.”

As per the Seventh National Development Plan 
(2023-2027), pollution control and environmen-
tal protection programs should be integrated 
with development projects.

According to the Constitution, environmental 
protection is considered a public duty.

Increasing environmental challenges have re-
cently reached a crisis point.

Soil erosion, drought, dust, waste manage-
ment, and air pollution, have not only been caus-
ing social, political, and security problems inside 
the country, but also threatening the future of 
Iran’s relations with its neighbors.

Avoiding politicization

On October 8, 2021, Salajeqeh urged the world 
to avoid politicization of the environment, but to 
uphold the globally recognized “common but dif-
ferentiated responsibilities”.

He made the remarks at the 4th Forum of Min-
isters and Environment Authorities of Asia Pacif-
ic, held virtually.

Pointing to the major environmental challeng-
es, he said that “we need to synergize our efforts 
to achieve a better result to save the planet.”

“In the region, we are facing several envi-
ronmental pressing issues and problems that 
are ever-increasing and exacerbating. Water 
scarcity is among the most important ones and 
many member states are trying hard to catch 
up with it.”

Expressing pleasure, he noted that “there is 
finally a global tendency to building back better 
and to formulate a balanced nature.

Also, it is good to see special attention to green 
recovery which will greatly help to achieve the 
sustainable development goals and various in-
ternational instruments’ objectives to preserve 
and promote biodiversity and ecosystems.”

This noble objective would be achieved by 
creating green jobs, promoting sustainable con-
sumption and production, and a healthy circular 
economy.

“To address these challenges, we have to avoid 
politicization of the environment and we need to 
uphold the globally recognized ‘Common but Dif-
ferentiated Responsibilities’.”

Developed countries have to recognize their 
commitment to providing means of implemen-
tation such as financial assistance and transfer 
of technologies and the developing countries 
need to make the best use of their resources, 
he highlighted.

“Sustainable development now is at the cen-
ter of the United Nations efforts; however, we 
need to bear in mind that development cannot 
be prescribed as a global solution to fit into the 
local or regional policies.

By the same token, we need to address the 
unilateral sanctions against some countries 
including mine, which is an important imped-
iment to the financial contributions of those 
countries to maintain the pace of conservation 
of nature,” he further emphasized.

TEHRAN – The Islamic Republic of Iran 
will host the first International Scientific 
Conference on Monitoring and Forecasting 
Indian Ocean Tropical Cyclones this year on 
October 9 and 10.

The Conference will be held virtually by Iran’s 
Research Institute of Meteorology and Atmo-
spheric Sciences (RIMAS), with the theme of 
“Early Warning for Everyone”.

The southern coast of Iran along the Oman 
Sea is affected by tropical cyclones. Mean-
while, tropical cyclones have the capability to 
generate very large and high waves.

In recent years, as the sea surface tempera-
ture has risen with global warming, there has 
been an increase in the frequency and intensi-
ty of these cyclones.

This increase is seen in the Arabian and 
Oman seas, and with the formation of cyclones 
in the northern Indian Ocean and the arrival of 
tropical cyclones in the Oman Sea region, long 
waves occur along the coastlines of Iran.

In this regard, the country’s Research In-
stitute of Meteorology and Atmospheric Sci-
ences, in cooperation with the Meteorological 
Organization, will hold the event.

Sahar Tajbakhsh, the head of the Iran Metro-

logical Organization will chair the conference. 
Behzad Layeqi, the director of the Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Science Center, will be the ad-
ministrative secretary, and Mehdi Rahnama, 
the head of RIMAS, will be the scientific secre-
tary, IRIB reported.

“The main objectives are to synergize and ex-
change experiences in the field of monitoring 
and predicting tropical cyclones in the north-
ern Indian Ocean region, and to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Tropical Cyclone Program known as (TCP),” 
IRIB quoted Rahnama, as saying.

Besides, the conference aims to showcase 
the latest scientific achievements related to 
climate change and its consequences on the 
areas affected by tropical storms and to in-
form the members of the effects and conse-
quences of sea storms.

Also, it will try to find the most appropriate 
solutions to deal with tropical storms’ eco-
nomical, social, and environmental effects; 
their impact on maritime transport, and their 
coastal and marine uses.

Rahnama added, “Holding this conference 
will help to develop the necessary infrastruc-
ture for the monitoring network, database, 
and forecasting calculation models, as well as 

developing the necessary infrastructure for 
Early Warning Systems.”

Lecturers from China, Myanmar, the Phil-
ippines, India, Malaysia, and Oman have an-
nounced their readiness to deliver speeches 
virtually, as well.

Tropical cyclones

Although tropical cyclones as a natural phe-
nomenon maintain balance in the cycle of na-
ture, they pose a threat to human civilization in 
coastal areas.

Forming over warm tropical oceans, tropi-
cal cyclones have strong winds of at least 64 
knots (74 meters per hour). Producing violent 
winds and torrential rains, these cyclones can 
cause enormous damage and huge loss of life 
in coastal areas.

In view of this, in 1972, the World Meteoro-
logical Organization (WMO) and the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) jointly es-
tablished an intergovernmental regional 
body, associated with the WMO Tropical Cy-
clone Program.

The first session of the WMO/ESCAP Pan-
el on Tropical Cyclones was held in Bangkok, 
Thailand in 1973.

TEHRAN- The Iranian deputy 
science minister, Peyman Salehi, 
and the Swiss secretary of educa-
tion, Martina Hirayam, discussed 
ways to boost cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the 
field of science and technology.

The officials met on the side-
lines of the 20th annual meeting of 
Science and Technology in Society 
(STS) which was held from October 
1 to 3 in Kyoto, Japan.

In this meeting, the officials re-
viewed the history of scientific 
and technological communication 
between the two countries, which 
has been done in the past years 
through the International Scientific 
Cooperation Center of the Ministry 
of Science, Isfahan University of 
Technology, Swiss Science Founda-
tion (SNSF) and Zurich University of 
Applied Sciences.

Inaugurating a chair of Per-
sian language and Iranian studies 
(Iranology) in Switzerland, grant-
ing scholarships to Swiss students 
to learn Persian language in Iran, 
supporting the implementation of 
joint research projects, especially 
by the Swiss Science Foundation, 
and the exchange of professors 
and students were among high-
lighted issues considered for en-
hancing cooperation.

 Science diplomacy

In July 2022, Salehi said despite 
U.S. sanctions, the internation-
al activities of Iranian scientists 
have increased year by year so 
that more than 35 percent of Ira-
nian articles in Scopus have been 
multi-national projects.

Science diplomacy is the use of 
scientific collaborations among 
nations to address common prob-
lems and build constructive inter-
national partnerships.

It is a form of new diplomacy and 
has become an umbrella term to 
describe a number of formal or in-
formal technical, research-based, 
academic, or engineering exchang-
es, within the general field of inter-
national relations.

The national budget bill for the 
current Iranian calendar year 1402, 
which started on March 21, has ear-
marked about 37 trillion rials ($75 
million) for science and technology.

The bill increased the budget by 
35 percent compared to the past 
year’s budget, ISNA reported.

The Vice Presidency for Science 
and Technology was formed in 
2006 with the aim of creating an 
environment for supporting knowl-
edge-based companies and provid-
ing the ground for the development 

of technological industries.

A total of 8,034 knowledge-based 
companies have so far been estab-
lished across the country.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
designated the current Iranian 
calendar year as the year of “Pro-
duction: Knowledge-Based and 
Job-Creating.”

Over the past couple of years, 
the concept of a ‘knowledge-based 
company’ has changed to a ‘knowl-
edge-based society’, meaning that 
supporting knowledge-based com-
panies will lead to many social and 
economic advantages for the public.

The Leader reemphasized the 
importance of boosting domestic 
production, as he had done in past 
years, saying the reason he placed 
so much emphasis on production 
was “because it boosts economic 
growth, it creates employment, 
it reduces inflation, it increases 
per capita income and it improves 

public welfare.”

To this end, the Vice Presidency 
for Science and Technology has ex-
ecuted and supported several proj-
ects toward the goal of boosting 
knowledge-based production.

Moreover, the development of 
an innovation ecosystem is on the 
agenda, according to which 65 
houses of innovation have been set 
up across the country.

The Innovation and Prosper-
ity Fund has paid a total of 240 
trillion rials (nearly $500 million) 
to support knowledge-based 
companies over the [Iranian 
calendar] year 1400 (March 
2021-March 2022).

 STS forum 2023
The Science and Technology in 

Society (STS) forum, inaugurated 
in November 2004, holds an an-
nual meeting starting on the first 
Sunday of October every year, in 
Kyoto, Japan.

The STS forum is an opportunity 
to discuss how science and tech-
nology will impact the future health 
and sustainability of the planet.

It aims to provide a new mech-
anism for open discussions on an 
informal basis and to build a hu-
man network that would, in time, 
resolve the new types of problems 
stemming from the application of 
science and technology.

The forum community also ex-
plores the opportunities arising 
from science and technology, and 
addresses how to remove the bar-
riers to using science and technol-
ogy to solve the problems facing 
humankind.
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‘Organ donation rate grows  
60 - fold in 18 years’

Organ donation rate has increased by 60 times over the past 
18 years, though the growth is not considerable compared to the 
global scale, head of the transplantation and treatment of dis-
eases department at the Ministry of Health has announced.

Some countries including China have grown 122-fold in terms 
of organ donation over the past 10 years, ISNA quoted Mehdi 
Shadnoush as saying on Monday.

Although, Iran ranks 26 in organ donation in the world, it can 
claim better ranks given some plans being implemented in this 
regard, he highlighted, adding, we will achieve better results cer-
tainly by the next year (March 2019-March 2020), as many barri-
ers have been removed last year.

روند رشد اهدای عضو در ۱۸ سال گذشته ، 
۶۰ برابر شده است

رییس مرکز مدیریت پیوند و درمان بیماری‌ها وزارت بهداشت 
گفت: روند رشد اهدای عضو در ۱۸ سال گذشته در ایران ۶۰ 
قبولی  قابل  جهانی شاخص  مقیاس  در  البته  است  برابر شده 

نیست.
به گزارش ایسنا دکتر مهدی شادنوش اظهارکرد: کشوری مانند 
برابری  رشد ۱۲۲  اهدای عضو  زمینه  در  چین طی ١٠ سال 

داشته است.
وی خاطرنشان کرد: رتبه اهدای عضو ایران در رنکینگ جهانی 
۲۶ است اما می تواند وضعیت بهتر داشته باشد و البته با توجه 
به فعالیت‌هایی که آغاز شده نتایج بهتری در انتظار خواهد بود 
بود چراکه  را شاهد خواهیم  نیز جهش خوبی  و در سال ۹۸ 

چالش‌های موجود در سال ۹۷ رفع شده است.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

IR
N

A
 /

 M
oh

am
m

ad
 A

ta
ei

Iran, Switzerland seek to  
boost sci-tech co-op

First intl. conference on tropical cyclones to be hosted by Iran

Shrimp farming near Caspian Sea 
The only farm dedicated to growing vannamei shrimp endemic to the Caspian Sea is 

located in Golestan province.   
Shrimp harvest starts in mid-May and ends in mid-October each year.

Iran promotes global environmental 
diplomacy at AP Forum
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TEHRAN-Ali Rahimian, also 
known with the artistic name of 
Homayoun Rahimian, has been 
appointed as the permanent 
conductor of Iran’s National 
Orchestra by the managing 
director of Roudaki Foundation 
Mehdi Salem.

Rahimian, 69, is a musician, 
conductor, and composer. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
music from the University of 
Arts and has received a first-
class artistic degree from the 
Ministry of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance, Honaronline reported 
on Wednesday.

He was the first musician of 
the Chamber Orchestra of the 
Radio and Television of Iran. He 
has also served as the senior 
member of the Expert Council 
of the Music Unit and the High 
Music Council of the Radio and 
Television Organization.

Being a prominent violinist, 
during his professional career 
as a composer and musician, 
Rahimian has composed over 
100 pieces of music.

Iran’s National Orchestra 
was founded in 1998 under the 
conduction of the renowned 

Iranian composer Farhad 
Fakhreddini.

Maestro Fakhreddini attracted 
a huge number of musicians, 
including legendary vocalist 
Mohammadreza Shajarian, to 
collaborate with the orchestra.

The orchestra had been 
formed by Persian traditional 
instruments, strings and 
woodwind instruments. During 
its history, the orchestra 

focused on Persian composers’ 
compositions including pieces 
by renowned figures such as 
Fakhreddini, Ali Tajvidi, and 
Hossein Alizadeh among others.

In its last performance, the 
National Orchestra of Iran, 
conducted by Rahimian, paid 
tribute to Arbaeen with “Farewell” 
concert at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall 
on August 30 and 31, marking 
the 40th day after Ashura, the 

martyrdom anniversary of Imam 
Hussein (AS).

Conducted by Rahimian, the 
concert was accompanied by 
prominent Iranian vocalist 
Hesameddin Seraj.

The next concert of the Iran’s 
National Orchestra will be held 
on October 20 at Vahdat Hall with 
pieces by famous composers 
Javad Maroufi, Hossein Dehlavi 
and Ruhollah Khaleghi.

TEHRAN-The music album “Tar 
& History” project by musician 
Midya Farajnejad has received 
two prizes at the Global Music 
Awards.

As an Iranian contemporary 
folk instrumentalist, Farajnejad 
received a Gold Medal. 
Naghmesazan recording studio 
and music production center also 
won a Gold Medal as the producer 
of the project, ILNA reported.

“Tar & Tarikh” is a project that 
started about 2 years ago. In 
this project, hundreds of musical 
works have been produced for 
the historical monuments of 
Iran. Farajnejad has composed 
music based on its geography, 
architecture and general 
conditions. He uses various 
musicians and singers from all 
over Iran to perform each piece.

Farajnejad, 40, learned music 
from his mother who was one of 
the students of maestro Hasan 

Kamkar. His grandfather was 
also an instruments maker.

During his adolescence he 
started to play the Taar and 
continued it with all his passions 
in his own privacy for four years

He started to study Taar under 
instruction of his first teacher 
Keyvan Yahyazadeh in 2000. 
Then in 2002, he went to Sooreh 
Art University and graduated as 
a composer and Taar player.

He was also trained by the 

other different masters such as 
Ata Janguk, Hamid Sokuti, and 
Abdolnaghi Afsharnia.

Then he completed his 
knowledge about music, Radif 
(the traditional classic repertoire, 
balladry and assimilation of 
Persian poet and music under 
supervision of maestro Mohsen 
Nafar.

He composed and published 
his first album in 2007 and has 
since composed several albums 
and held many concerts.

In 2020 he started an online 
talent identification project 
named as “Avaz-e Moaser”. 
In this project, he and his 
colleagues succeeded in judging 
and introducing many unknown 
Persian traditional vocalists 
inside and outside the country.

Established in 2011, the Global 
Music Awards is a well-known 
international music competition 
which celebrates independent 
musicians.

Each year, Global Music Awards 
receives hundreds of entries 
from around the world. Selected 
winners will receive opportunity 
for a mentoring session with top 
echelon industry insiders. The 
event will help the winners to be 
discovered by A&R executives, 
labels and booking agents.

This year, about 20,000 music 
artists from all over the world 
participated in the Global Music 
Awards.

Norwegian author and dramatist Jon Fosse 
won the 2023 Nobel Prize in Literature on 
Thursday “for his innovative plays and prose 
which give voice to the unsayable,” the award-
giving body said.

Born in 1959 in Haugesund on Norway’s 
west coast, Fosse is best known for his 
dramas, though his writing spans poetry, 
essays, children’s books and translations, 
Reuters reported.

His work “touches on the deepest feelings 
that you have, anxieties, insecurities, 
questions of life and death,” Swedish 
Academy member Anders Olsson said.

“It has a sort of universal impact of 
everything that he writes. And it doesn’t matter 
if it is drama, poetry or prose, it the same kind 
of appeal of basic humanism,” Olsson said.

Fosse, seen as a long-time contender for 
the prize and among this year’s favorites in 
the betting odds, said he was “overwhelmed 

and somewhat frightened” by the award.

“I see this as an award to the literature 
that first and foremost aims to be literature, 
without other considerations,” he said in a 
statement.

The 64-year-old is the fourth Norwegian 
and the first since 1928 to win the Nobel 
Prize for literature, this year worth 11 million 
Swedish crowns (about $1 million).

“I was surprised but at the same time, 
in a sense, I wasn’t,” he told Swedish public 
broadcaster SVT. “I’ve been part of the 
discussion for ten years and have more or 
less carefully prepared myself for ten years 
that it could happen.”

Fosse’s European breakthrough as a 
dramatist came with Claude Régy’s 1999 
Paris production of his 1996 play “Someone 
Is Going to Come”.

His magnum opus in prose was the 
“Septology” series of three books divided 

into seven parts which he completed in 2021 
– “The Other Name” (2019), “I is Another” 
(2020), and “A New Name” (2021).

“The work progresses seemingly endlessly 
and without sentence breaks, but it is 
formally held together by recurring themes 
and ritual gestures of prayer in a time span 
of seven days,” the Academy’s Olsson said.

Fosse, writes in the least common of the 
two official versions of Norwegian. He said 
he regarded the award as a recognition of 
that tongue and the movement promoting it, 
and that he ultimately owed the prize to the 
language itself.

Known as “new Norwegian” and used by 
only about 10% of the population, Fosse’s 
version of the language was developed in the 
19th century with rural dialects at its base, 
making it an alternative to the dominant 
use of Danish that followed from a 400-year 
union with Denmark.

Frome Page 1   A graduate of theater 
directing and acting, he began his acting 
career in theatrical plays in 1977 and four 
years later, he had his first appearance in a 
movie. In the meantime, he played in TV series 
as well. During over 45 years of professional 
career, he played in more than 40 plays, 75 
movies, and 50 series.

Besides acting, he also directed several 
plays, and served as an assistant director and 
casting director in a number of movies. He 
was also a veteran in production and script 
supervising.

Pesyani received several nominations 
at different national events including the 

Best Supporting Actor Golden Statue at the 
House of Cinema Celebration for the movies 
“Two Women” (1998), “The Burnt Generation” 
(1999), “The Last Supper” (2001), and “Who 
Killed Amir?” (2005) as well as a nomination 
for the Crystal Simorgh’s Best Leading Actor 
for “In Cold Blood” (1994) from the Fajr 
International Film Festival. He won the Best 
Supporting Actor Golden Statue at the 5th 
House of Cinema Celebration for “Water and 
Fire” (2001).

Some other well-known films in which 
he performed are “The Hidden Half” (2001), 
the 1st and 2nd part of “Ceasefire” (2005, 
2014), “Throughout the Night” (2010), “The 
President’s Cell Phone” (2011) and “The 

Wooden Bridge” (2011).

“The First Night of Peace” (2006), “Goodbye 
Child” (2012), and “Madineh” (2014) are some 
of his successful series among others.

His last work was the play “Qajari Coffee,” 
which he had written and directed, and 
staged at the main hall of the City Theater in 
Tehran in 2018.

The title referred to the bizarre ways of 
murder used by some Qajar royals, in which 
a suitor or a political opponent they wished 
to eliminate, was served a cup of coffee 
containing poison. In his play, Pesyani had 
localized Shakespeare’s famous tragedy 
‘Hamlet’.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

There is no disease that Allah has created, except that He also has 
created its treatment.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:11:52       Evening: 17:58     Dawn: 4:41 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:04  (tomorrow)

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting 
* The first solo painting exhibition of Shayan Sha’ban is 

underway at Saless Gallery.  
Titled “Lonely Me’s,” the exhibit will be running until 

October 17 at the gallery located at No. 148, Karim Khan 
Ave.

* Paintings by Ali Golbaz are on show at Nagar Art 
Gallery at an exhibition titled “Living Abstraction”.

The exhibit will display the works until October 17. The 
gallery can be found at No. 154, Karim Khan Ave.

* Ario Farzi has put his paintings on display at Aria 
Gallery. 

The exhibit named “The Stones” will run until October 16 
at the gallery located at No. 10, Zarrin Alley, near Beheshti 
St., Vali-e Asr Ave.

*A group painting exhibition titled “My Present State” 
Curated by Ahmad Ariamanesh is underway at Pardis 
Mellat Gallery. 

Displaying works of 25 artists, the exhibition will run 
until October 13 at the gallery located at Mellat Cineplex, 
Hashemi Rafsanjani Hwy.

* Ech Art Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of 
paintings by Hosseinali Zabehi.

On display are abstract and expressionist works. The 
exhibit will wrap up October 13. The gallery can be found at 
No. 10, Mirza Tarah Alley, Opposite Dowlat St., Shariati St.

 
 

* A group painting exhibition titled “The experience of 
living in the age of unstable economy” is underway at Idea 
Gallery. 

Curated by Noushin Heydari, the artworks will remain on 
display until October 12 at the gallery located at No. 26, 
18th St., Ghem Magham St.

Photo
* Photos by Shaghayegh Saeedi are on show at Sheydaei 

Gallery. 
The exhibit named “She Is Not Within Herself” will 

continue until October 20 at the gallery located at No. 149, 
Bahar-e Shiraz Sq.

* “Tehran, Black & White” is the name of an exhibition 
curated by Amirali Ardakanian at City Photo Museum. 

Showing old Tehran through the lens of picture 
postcards, the exhibit will go on till November 5 at the 
gallery, found at Bahar-e Shiraz Park, Bahr-e Shiraz Sq.

Homayoun Rahimian appointed as Iran’s 
National Orchestra permanent conductor

Global Music Award for Iranian project

Norway’s Jon Fosse gets Nobel literature prize for giving 
“voice to the unsayable”

Veteran actor Atila Pesyani passes away

OCTOBER 7, 2023
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