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Cairo summit raises

concern over absence of

key players, casting doubt

on tangible results

By Mona Hojatansari

TEHRAN - Leaders and high-ranking officials from

various countries convened in Egypt for the Cairo

Summit for Peace on Saturday with the stated goal of

deescalating the current conflict between Israel and

Palestinians and preventing a possible spillover in the

West Asia region.

Attendees included representatives from Jordan,
France, Germany, Russia, China, the United Kingdom,

the United States, Qatar, and South Africa, as well as

officials from the United Nations and the European

Union.

On top of the summit's agenda was devising a plan to
address the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and revive peace

negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians.
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Geopolitics of Operation
Al-Agsa Storm

By Mahdi Mohammadi

TEHRAN- From now on, what really matters is the
“geopolitics of war”. A complex matrix of calculations
has been created, the elements of which are tightly
intertwined. In a short period of time, the volume of
complexity of calculations and geopolitical interactions
has far exceeded initial expectations.

The USS. is concerned about the transformation of the
‘Al-Agsa Storm’ into a regional battle and knows that if
Israel steps into Gaza, the trigger will be pulled. It looked
like Biden visited the occupied territories to offer help
to the Israeli regime, but in reality, he was there to warn
Tel Aviv about the consequences of a ground offensive
into Gaza.

More importantly, since October 7, Washington has
been deeply concerned about the Israeli regime’s
security and political collapse. Americans have seen how
weak the Israeli regime’s foundations are, how limited
its security sources are, how nonexistent its political
cohesion is, and how unstable people’s attachment to
the system is.
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Around 100,000 join pro-
Palestine march in London

About 100,000 people joined a pro-Palestinian
demonstration in central London on Saturday, marching
through the British capital to demand an immediate
ceasefire in Gaza following the Hamas attack on Israel
two weeks ago.

Chanting “Free Palestine” holding banners and waving
Palestinian flags, the protesters moved through London
before massing at Downing Street, the official residence
and office of British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.

Police estimated 100,000 people had taken part in the
“National March for Palestine” demonstration, organised
by the Palestine Solidarity Campaign.

“As a Palestinian who'd like to return home one day, as
a Palestinian who has brothers and sisters in Gaza, and
family, I wish we can do more but protest is what we can
do at the minute,” one woman, who declined to giver her
name, told Reuters.

Many of the chants and banners contained strong
anti-Israel slogans, and one protester held a banner
with pictures of Sunak, U.S. President Joe Biden, and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with the
message “Wanted For War crimes”.
» Page 5

Devil’s advocates
play the blame game

TEHRAN- The bloomberg.com titled its Oc-
tober 11 analysis as “Israel May Erase Hamas
But Iran Has Already Won”.

Jessica Karl, Bloomberg’s opinion col-
umnist, quotes Marc Champion as saying:
“The Hamas attack is precisely the kind of
ostentatiously disruptive operation Iran
has wanted to see for years, and offers a
welcome distraction from its many inter-
nal problems”.

Connecting the Hamas operation to Iran is
a plot to somehow cover up Tel Aviv's humil-
iation. Yet Iran has always stood next to the
oppressed Palestinian nation.

Also, the author’s point about Iran’s effort
to divert attention from internal problems is
the most superficial analysis.

Of course, it cannot be denied that Tel
Aviv's weaknesses have a positive effect not
only on Iran’s internal security, but on the
entire region as Israel has a dark history of
carrying out assassinations, supporting ter-
rorists, and trying to destabilize countries.

Iran has left behind the 2022 riots and is
moving forward despite the sanctions im-
posed on the country. However, the Israeli
regime is grappling with demonstrations
and instability, so connecting the Hamas
operation to Iran with a logic that Iran seeks
distraction from its internal problems is
baseless.

Iran enjoys the internal tranquility which
has paved the way for the country’s develop-
ment in various aspects.

Iran has been supporting the oppressed
Palestinian people since 1979. Connecting
the recent conflicts between the occupying
regime and the Palestinian resistance forc-
es under the title of geopolitical competition
between Iran and the Israeli regime, in fact,
ignores a large part of the history and the
sufferings that the Palestinian people have
tolerated since 1948. » Page 3

ISIS ringleader
arrested in
southeast Iran

TERHAN - Forces from the Iranian Intel-
ligence Ministry have arrested a ringlead-
er linked to the ISIS terrorist group in the
southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchistan
Province.

The ringleader was planning to recruit
members and build a network and terror
base to conduct acts of sabotage, the minis-
try announced on Saturday.

The arrest was made after a series of in-
telligence operations inside and outside Iran.
The arrested person had created several
social media accounts with help from for-
eign nationals and domestic elements and
formed teams in hard-to-reach locations in
the province.

All members of the teams were also ar-
rested by security forces.

Iran’s exemplary
exporters honored on

National Exports Day

TEHRAN - Iran’s 27th National Exports
Day ceremony was held at Tehran’s Islamic
Summit Conference Hall on Saturday, in which
the country’s exemplary exporting companies
were honored, IRIB reported.

Organized by the Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), the ceremony was attended
by high-ranking officials including Industry,
Mining and Trade Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi,
Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Diplomacy
Mehdi Safari, and TPO Head Mehdi Zeyghami.

As reported, the process of registration and
evaluation of the top exporters started a few
months ago, and one part of this evaluation
included self-declaration and another part
was based on the statistics regarding the
companies’ export performance.

e
c
TP
o]
o0
«
N
Q|
b
T
5]
€
£
5]
=y
o
=
Z|
%]

Speaking at the ceremony, Industry, Mining
and Trade Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi » Page 7

Iranian visual artists,
cinema community
condemn Zionists’
heinous crimes

against Gaza

TEHRAN-Iranian visual artists and
cineastes gathered together at the
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art
on Saturday afternoon to condemn
the heinous crimes of the Zionist
regime against the innocent people in
the Gaza Strip.

The event was held after the
General Directorate of Visual Arts
of the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance and Iran Cinema
Organization, affiliated to the
ministry, in separate notices, asked
the artists to join the gathering.

A large group of members of the
cinema community » Page 8

[ranian woman
wins Islamic World'’s
environmental award

TEHRAN - Lobat Taghavi, an Iranian female scientist,
won the second prize in the Research, Achievements,
and Successful Practices section of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia Award for Environmental Management in
the Islamic World (KSAAEM).

In the ‘Women’s Award for Research,
Achievements and Successful Practices, the first
place was won by Dr. Hanan Al-Mahashir from
Saudi Arabia, and the second place was won by Dr.
Lobat Taghavi from Iran.

The 9th Conference of Environment Ministers
in the Islamic World, held by the Islamic World
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ICESCO), and hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, witnessed the awards ceremony of the
third session of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Award
for Environmental Management in the Islamic
World, in which 22 winners from 18 countries
received KSAAEM prizes. » Page 7



POLITICS

OCTOBER 22,2023

Straight Truth

TEHRAN PAPERS

The West broke its promise again in the

JCPOA agreement

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed the
end of missile sanctions on Iran and wrote:
While Russia has objection to the Western ap-
proach to prevent the termination of the Iran
missile sanctions, European countries, as ex-
pected, have refused to fulfill their JCPOA obli-
gations. They want to keep the missile sanctions
in place through false interpretations by linking
the provisions of Resolution 2231 of the Securi-
ty Council to the allegedly Iranian-made drones
used by Moscow in the Ukraine war. By issuing
a statement, the Council of Europe claimed that,
based on the legal evidence it has, these sanc-
tions will remain within the scope of the Euro-
pean Union’s powers. The West is preventing the
lifting of these sanctions while the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of our country has stated, citing
the provisions of UN Security Council Resolution
2231, that the end of these limitations does not
require the approval of a resolution, the issuance
of a statement or any other action at the level of
the Security Council and it has been done auto-
matically.

Kayhan: Israel delaying ground offensive in
Gaza in fear of threats by Iran and Hezbollah

In an article, Kayhan addressed Israel’'s con-
cerns regarding the ground attack on Gaza and
said: Israel has still not been able to launch a
ground attack on Gaza for various reasons af-
ter two weeks of threats. But why hasn't Isra-
el launched the ground attack on Gaza that it
promised? Joe Biden’s rushed trip this week
is a sign of deep concern about the worsening
situation. Washington has two main concerns:
The escalation of the humanitarian crisis, and
the risk of the spread of conflict throughout the
Middle East. The second factor is Iran. Iran has
issued several serious warnings that Israel’s at-
tack on Gaza will not go unanswered. But what
does such a warning mean in practice? In addi-
tion to financing Shia militia groups in the Mid-
dle East, Iran plays arole in training, arming, and
to some extent controlling them. Hezbollah was
equipped again with the help of Iran, and it is
believed that it currently has more than 150,000
rockets and missiles, many of which are long-
range with pinpoint accuracy. It is feared that
in the event of an Israeli ground attack on Gaza,
Hezbollah will force Israel to fight on two fronts
by opening a new front on the northern border.

Javan: The weight of “BRICS” for the West

In a commentary, Javan discussed the West's
concern about Iran’s imminent membership in
BRICS. It wrote: After the recent meetings of the
BRICS countries and the news about the loom-
ing membership by Iran, from now on the West
must acknowledge that this group is a cause of
concern. In the meantime, Iran has given signif-
icant weight to this group while it can create
a better position for itself. At the same time,
Iran’s entry into BRICS is of particular sensitivity
because its inclusion is considered a vital blow
to the geopolitical power of the West. Last Au-
gust, the Bloomberg news channel wrote that
the joining of Iran will cause discomfort to the
US. and its allies, which is why the phrase “Iran
is a nuisance” is very logical. In the meantime,
Israel, as the main leader of America’s policies in
West Asia, is very angry about Iran joining. Be-
cause Iran, as a regional geopolitical power, has
a high capacity in West Asia, which is related to
Iran’s internal strategy that keeps this country
against America.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Deterrence activated the
sunset clause

In an analysis, Vatan-e-Emrooz discussed the
official declaration of the end of the Security
Council's arms embargoes against Iran. The pa-
per said: The Secretariat of the United Nations
Security Council by sending a note to the mem-
ber states of the United Nations has informed
the official end of the provisions of clauses 3,
4 and 6 of Appendix “B” of Resolution 2231 in-
cluding missile tests, limitations on the export
and import of missile items to Iran, as well as
sanctions related to the seizure of property and
the provision of financial services to Iranian in-
dividuals and institutions under the sanctions
of the Security Council. In recent years, exten-
sive political and legal efforts were made by the
United States and Western countries to create
a platform for the continuation of these sanc-
tions, which ended with the political and legal
failure of the Western countries in restoring the
previous resolutions of the Security Council. In
the end, international observers consider the
continuation of these limitations on the national
capacity of Western countries to be just a sym-
bolic act, considering the nature of relations and
military cooperation of the Iranian government.

Iran adamantly opposed to
monopolizing outer space

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign Ministry Director
for International Peace and Security Office Asa-
dollah Eshrag-Jahromi said on Friday that Iran is
adamantly opposed to monopolizing space.

“Iran strongly advocates against monopolizing
outer space or attempting to curtail the peace-
ful use of space-related science, technology, and
services for developing countries,” Eshrag-Jahro-
mi said as he addressed the UN General Assem-
bly meeting on disarmament and international
security in New York.

The Foreign Minsitry official also said outer
space is the common wealth of mankind.

Insisting on the need to prevent the weapon-
ization of space, Eshrag-Jahromi also expressed
great concern over the security threats that the
deployment of strategic missile defense systems
poses, underscoring the necessity of a non-dis-
criminatory multilateral approach to handle
these concerns within the UN, he added.

Speaking on the formation of a new panel of
government specialists on preventing a space
arms race, he stated that the panel’s ability to
succeed depends on its members not becoming
entrenched in politically biased viewpoints.

While mentioning U.S. sanctions against Irani-
an space agencies, Eshrag-Jahromi urged Wash-
ington to rescind its opposition to the creation of
a special negotiating committee to avert an arms
race in space.

Back in September, Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force success-
fully launched the homegrown imaging satellite

Nour-3 into orbit.

It was sent into orbit 450 kilometers (280
miles) above the surface of the Earth by satellite
carrier Qased (Messenger).

Iran has made a great breakthrough in its civil-
ian space program despite Western restrictions
placed on the industry recently.

Iran is among the world’s top 10 countries ca-
pable of developing and launching satellites.

The IRGC Aerospace Force sent Nour-2 into or-
bit using the Qased satellite carrier in March of
last year, two years after it launched Nour-1.

The Tolou-3 (Sunrise-3) satellite was given to
the state agency by Iran Electronics Industries, a
unit of the Defense Ministry.

Back in August, the Iranian Space Agency (ISA)
chief announced the launch of the production
process of “Pars-3”, Iran’s “state-of-the-art and
accurate” satellite.

“Previously, we had given some promises
about the production of remote sensing satel-
lites with high accuracy,” Hassan Salarieh said.

‘There’s a threshold to Muslims’ tolerance,
defense chief warns of Israel’s intention to invade Gaza

Defense minister says ground assault on Gaza will worsen the situation

TEHRAN- Iran>s Defense Minister
has cautioned that a possible Israeli
ground attack in the Gaza Strip would
complicate matters even more.

“The entry of Israeli troops into
Gaza and a ground operation there
will make the situation more compli-
cated from a humanitarian and secu-
rity point of view,” Brigadier General
Mohammad Reza Ashtiyani said in a
phone conversation with Iragi Defense
Minister Thabet al-Abbas on Friday.

Ashtiyani said that the U.S. govern-
ment backs the ruthless Israeli regime
by shipping weapons and fulfilling Tel
Aviv's needs from its regional bases.

The Iranian defense minister em-
phasized that the U.S. rejection of a UN
Security Council resolution demanding
a halt to Israel’s attacks and crimes
against the people of Gaza would
serve as a “license” for the regime to
kill more oppressed Palestinians, par-
ticularly in Gaza.

Ashtiyani added, “The visits by the
US. president and other statesmen
to the occupied territories prove they
seek to cause more complication in the
region but they should know there is a
threshold to Muslims' tolerance.”

He predicted a “humanitarian ca-
tastrophe” if the Gaza siege is not
lifted and no authorization is grant-
ed to deliver supplies.

“It is necessary to know that re-
gional nations will not tolerate the
continuation of this regime’s crimes,”
he stated.
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He declared that the Iranian de-
fense ministry is prepared to provide
food and medication to Gaza to alley
the suffering of the local population.

The Iranian minister of defense
went on to say that Israel has been
violating the rights of the people
living in Gaza for 75 years “with the
support of Western countries and
the United States.”

He once again reiterated Iran’s
support for the Palestinian resis-
tance movement Hamas in its ongo-
ing conflict with Israel.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran be-
lieves Operation Al-Agsa Storm and
the actions of Hamas fighters have
been carried out within the framework
of legitimate defense and counterac-
tion to the occupation of the Palestin-
ian land” Ashtiani said.

The Iragi defense minister, for his
part, stated that Baghdad vehemently
opposes any normalization of rela-
tions with the regime and has loudly
denounced Israel’s atrocities against
the Palestinian people.

To strengthen unity and support the
oppressed people in Gaza, the prime
minister of Iraq is consulting with
representatives of Arab and Muslim
nations, al-Abbas said.

He also expressed Irag’s willing-
ness to provide Gaza with humani-
tarian help.

On Thursday, Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi called the US. rejec-
tion of the UN Security Council res-
olution a “double oppression” of the
Palestinians and mankind.

On Wednesday, the US. aborted a
resolution that was drafted by Brazil

and attempted to facilitate the deliv-
ery of aid to Gaza amid the ongoing
Israeli bombings and shelling of the
small Gaza territory.

Twelve of the fifteen members of
the UN Security Council cast “yes”
votes for the resolution, with Russia
and Britain abstaining. For a council
resolution to be approved, it must be
supported by the US. and the other
four veto-wielding members of the
council. In addition, none of the per-
manent members should veto the
resolution for it to pass.

Inventing a pretext to veto the draft
resolution, U.S. Ambassadorto UN Lin-
da Thomas-Greenfield said, “This res-
olution did not mention Israel’s right
of self-defense”

The US. has always been a staunch
supporter of Israel. Washington has
been supporting the regime by block-
ing international efforts to hold the
regime accountable for its acts.

Head of Iran’s Civil Defense Or-
ganization Brigadier General Ghol-
amzadeh Jalali warned on Friday that
a “new Hitler” is now killing innocent
people in West Asia with the help of
Western rulers.

“A new Hitler has been created in
the region who with the help of liberal
supporters, kills women, children and
the elderly during strikes on civilian
sites like hospitals,” Jalali explained,
noting that Israeli crimes against
Gaza, which enjoy the full support of
the West, amount to “genocide”.

‘Situation in Palestine entails immediate international attention: diplomat

TEHRAN- Iran's ambassador to the United Nations
has urged the international community to give the
current situation in Palestine its undivided attention.

Amir Saeid Iravani made the remarks in a meeting
at the United Nations Security Council in New York on
Friday under the theme of “Maintenance of Interna-
tional Peace and Security: Contribution of Regional
Mechanisms to Peace and Security.”

Iravani said Palestinians have been subjected to
apartheid policies, discrimination, violence, and oc-
cupation for decades.

He added, “Today, the international community is
witnessing yet another horrific uptick in atrocities and
collective punishment against the Palestinian people
in the Gaza Strip by the Israeli regime, particularly the
heinous terrorist attacks on Al Ahli Arab Hospital”

Deliberately attacking a hospital in violation of
international law is unquestionably a “war crime,”
[ravani emphasized.

Following is the full text of Iravani’'s remarks at
the UN Security Council:

We congratulate Brazil on assuming the Presi-
dency of the Security Council in October. We thank
the briefers for their insightful briefings.

In our ever-changing world, where the reper-
cussions of armed conflict continue to grow both
in scope and intensity, the tools of diplomacy and
dialogue stand out as the most effective instru-

ments for conflict resolution.

Ensuring peace through dialogue hinges upon
a steadfast commitment to international law and
an unwavering dedication to the principles out-
lined in the UN Charter.

The foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
is anchored in a deep commitment to internation-
al law and the UN Charter. We prioritize mutual
respect, cultivating neighborly relations, foster-
ing collaboration, and, importantly, positioning
dialogue as the cornerstone to safeguard inter-
national and regional peace and security.

Iran’s proactive engagement in diplomatic efforts,
particularly our meaningful participation in the
JCPOA negotiations, is a testament to our unwav-
ering commitment. However, the United States” un-
lawful and irresponsible withdrawal from the JCPOA,
followed by subsequent actions from both the US.
and the E3 that violated their obligations under the
JCPOA and Resolution 2231, presented a significant
and fundamental challenge to the agreement. This
challenge sadly endured due to the Western parties’
excessive demands and the introduction of unrelat-
ed issues. However, the return to full implementa-
tion of the agreement is still possible if the United
States and E3 demonstrate responsibility and a
pragmatic approach.

We are pleased to announce that, as of two days
ago, all remaining restrictions on missile activities,

the export and import of weapons, and financial
transactions involving certain Iranian individuals and
entities have been completely terminated and are no
longer subject to any Security Council restrictions.

We trust that Member States will diligently ful-
fill their commitments under Article 25 of the UN
Charter and honor the termination of restrictions
as laid out in Resolution 2231.

The Palestinian situation demands urgent inter-
national attention. For decades, Palestinians have
suffered occupation, aggression, discrimination, and
apartheid policies by the Israeli regime. Today, the
international community is witnessing yet another
horrific uptick in atrocities and collective punish-
ment against the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip
by the Israeli regime, particularly the heinous terror-
ist attacks on Al Ahli Arab Hospital. The deliberate
targeting of a hospital, in clear violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law, is nothing short of a war
crime. Equally, the indiscriminate killing of innocent
People in Gaza, including women and children during
the 14-day aerial bombardment, which devastated
critical and civilian infrastructure amounts to war
crimes of the gravest nature.

We are very disappointed by the Council’'s inability
to adopt a basic resolution calling for an immediate
ceasefire and addressing the catastrophic humani-
tarian situation in Palestine.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran calls Israeli strike on Gaza church “horrific crime”

TEHRAN- Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson has strongly criticized
Israel’s airstrike on a church in the be-
leaguered Gaza Strip that was hous-
ing displaced Palestinians.

Nasser Kanaani said in a post on
X on Friday that the attack is anoth-
er “disgraceful” crime committed
by Israeli forces in Gaza, referring to
previous Israeli fatal strike on al-Ahli
al-Arabi Hospital, where the injured
people and those fleeing Israeli bom-
bardments had taken refuge.

“It's another black and disgrace-
ful episode in a series of crimes, war
crimes and crimes against humanity
committed by the Zionist regime and
its criminal political and military lead-
ers,” Kanaani asserted.

Such attacks demonstrate that the
usurping Zionist regime doesn't abide
by any humanitarian, moral, and reli-
gious values and principles as well as
international norms and regulations,
the ministry spokesman pointed out.

He also blamed the US. and a few
European nations, who are strong al-
lies of Tel Aviv, for the atrocities that
the Israeli regime is committing.

All religions condemn the “hor-
rific crime,” he added, emphasizing
the “international responsibility” to
chronicle the atrocities and bring the
“Zionist criminals and their known

supporters” to account.

As lIsraeli bombings on Gaza
continued on Thursday, many
Christians and Muslims sought
sanctuary in the Greek Orthodox
Saint Porphyrius Church.

According to reports, at least
16 people have been killed in the
airstrike which the Israeli regime
claims was meant to target a
neighboring building.

’Crime similar to what Daesh
has done’

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the For-
eign Minister of Iran, also denounced
the strike as the “latest crime of the
occupying apartheid regime.”’

“The savage act of the hated re-
gime in aggression, desecration of
divine religions, and attacks against
historic and cultural heritage is like
that of terrorist groups such as
Daesh,” he wrote on X in a Friday.

After the Palestinian resistance
movement, Hamas, carried out the
unexpected Operation Al-Agsa Storm
against Israel on October 7 in reaction
to the regime’s decades-long cam-
paign of bloodletting and devastation
against Palestinians, Israel declared
war on Gaza.

In the time since the Israeli attack

began, thousands of Palestinians
have lost their lives.

At least 4,137 Palestinians have
been killed and 13,000 wounded in
Gaza in Israeli strikes since October
7, the Palestinian Health Ministry
said on Friday in a statement, ac-
cording to Reuters.

Additionally, Tel Aviv has cut off Ga-
za's access to food, water, and power,
resulting in a humanitarian crisis
throughout the coastal strip.

11 million residents of Gaza’s
northern region have been given or-
ders by the regime to leave and relo-
cate south of the sliver coastal strip.

But it hasn't stopped dropping
bombs on the south, killing a lot of
Palestinians.

The United Nations said that about
half of the Palestinians in Gaza have
been made homeless, still trapped in-
side the besieged strip.

Based on the UN human rights of-
fice, Israel’s total blockade of Gaza
along with the evacuation order could
amount to a forced relocation of resi-
dents in violation of international law.

In a phone conversation with Turk-
ish Defense Minister Yasar Guler on
Friday, the Chief of Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces Major General Moham-
mad Hossein Bagheri warned about
the US. for delivering arms to the
Israeli regime for use against the Pal-
estinian people, saying the weapon

supplies to the regime would “further
complicate the situation”.

The two military officials discussed
the escalation of tensions in the Gaza
Strip.

General Bagheri stressed that Is-
rael’s actions and desecration of holy
places in Palestine have exacerbated
the tensions. “Serious action should
be taken to prevent the continuation
of the Zionist regime’s brutal attacks
on civilians in Gaza and to provide
them with humanitarian aid, includ-
ing food and medicine,” the top Irani-
an general said.

General Bagheri considered the
extensive support of the US, in-
cluding the provision of weapons
and heavy ammunition for the Zi-
onist regime, as the participation of
the US. in the crimes of the Zionist
regime against Palestinians. He
warned about the consequences of
such a complicity.

He also asked the Turkish govern-
ment to use everything in its power
to prevent the continuation of crimes
and support the people of Gaza.

For his part, the Turkish defense
minister elaborated on the actions
of the Ankara government to reduce
tension and stop conflicts, empha-
sizing that his country will continue
these efforts.



Iran warns of war expansion, urges global
actionto de-escalate S|tuat|on in Palestine

TEHRAN - A senior Iranian
diplomat in the UK has warned about
the expansion of the Gaza war if
Israel further increases attacks on
the besieged Gaza Strip.

Iran’s most senior diplomat in
the UK said if this happens it was
possible that UK interests would be
affected, according to the Guardian.

Mehdi Hosseini Matin insisted Iran
had no control over the “resistance
forces” in the region, who he said
would make their own decisions
independently of Tehran.

Speaking at a press briefing at the
[ranian embassy in London, Hosseini
Matin said, “The situation in the
Middle East is very dangerous and
very volatile. Every movement by the
Israeli regime including an attack
against the people of Gaza definitely
escalates the situation and will be
expanded to other areas. No one can
predict what will happen exactly””

The diplomat pointed out that
Iran had been working hard to build
a ceasefire and an alliance for an
international humanitarian corridor,
saying the present crisis “represents
a new chapter for Islamic countries
as Palestine is becoming one of
the most important issues for the
identity of the Islamic world”

Hosseini Matin highlighted the
root cause of the present crisis,
noting that Israeli atrocities are to
blame. “All of the things that have
been done by Hamas and Islamic
groups are just self-defense. The
terror, the atrocities, the occupation
and apartheid are linked with the
Israelis,” he said.

He added that his reading of
remarks by Joe Biden led him
to think the US. and the UK had
been counseling Israel in private

in recent days not to mount a
ground assault on Gaza. The Iranian
diplomat stated that Tehran does
not rely on allied groups such as
Hezbollah to take action and that it
takes action in the open. “No one can
[tell] the Islamic resistance groups in
the Middle East what to do and not
todo”

He said his first priority was to put
a ceasefire in place and start talks.
“Our position is to prevent escalation
but we are not ina position to control
any groups inside the Middle East
- Islamic groups or any national
groups.”

He said Iran had no role in the
firing of missiles from Yemen into
the Red Sea, or in the original Hamas
attack on Israel. Matin said it was
necessary for Islamic countries to
impose sanctions against Israel
because of its actions in Gaza.

The press briefing was part of
a broader diplomatic campaign by
Iranian diplomats globally to set the
record straight about Iran’s position
on the situation in Palestine.

Global action needed

[ranian Ambassador to Korea
Saeed Koozechi strongly urged the

international community to step
up efforts to prevent an envisaged
ground operation by Israel in the
Gaza Strip. Koozechi emphasized that
Iran’s commitment to safeguarding
civilians is an essential part of
resolving any conflict.

He made the remarks in an
interview with The Korea Times.

“Up to this point in the conflict,
during the attacks of the Zionist
regime against Gaza, there have
been more than 3500 Palestinian
casualties, with one-third of them
being women and children,” Koozechi
said.

“The raid on the oldest Christian
hospital in Gaza, with more than 500
casualties, including women and
children has been a shock to public
opinion around the world””

The ambassador also called on
Korea to utilize its diplomatic ties
with the United States to help reduce
tensions in the region.

“Korea should leverage its
alliances and make concerted efforts
to persuade the United States to
take action in order to halt Israebs
attacks and prevent the suffering of
innocent civilians,” he said.

“If the Korean government
continues to prioritize the well-being
of civilians, it can exert significant
influence in providing assistance
and support to those affected in the
Gaza Strip”

Koozechi stressed the importance
of a potential prisoner exchange
between the Palestinian Hamas
group and lIsrael, highlighting the
urgent requirement for international
intervention to facilitate peace
negotiations.

The ambassador said Hamas is
the legitimate government in Gaza
through legislative elections and is
engaged in what it considers to be a
resistance movement to protect its
territory.

“More than 30 years have passed
since the Oslo Accords. The late
Yaser Arafat was deceived by the
US. and Israel and signed this
agreement hoping to form an
independent  Palestinian ~ state,’
he added. “Now, all Palestinians
and Palestinian authorities admit
that this agreement contained no
achievement for Palestinians and
they believe that struggle is the only
way to free the Palestine Land.”

He pointed out that some
Palestinians have become
disillusioned with the prospect of
achieving  Palestinian  liberation
through peaceful means, leading
them to declare war in pursuit of
their rights.

The ambassador described the
Gaza Strip as “the worldss largest
open-air prison surrounded by Israel
from every side”

He rejected claims that Iran
supplied arms to Hamas, stating
that the weapons used are “typically
simple and produced locally”

Devil’'s Advocates Play the Blame Game N

Frome Page 1 » Elsewhere, the author quotes
James Stavridis: “The hefty American fleet sends
a signal to Iran, Hamas’ principal backer, that any
attempt to take advantage of this dangerous
moment in Israeli history would face the might of
the US military”

Infact, the presence of the hefty fleet was a signal
for Israel to relentlessly break new records in its war
crimes in the Gaza Strip. The bombing of Al-Ahli
hospital, residential areas, and the killing of women
and children would not have been possible without
the support of the United States and of course the
constant support of the Western media outlets.

Bloomberg’s writer is among those who run
the propaganda campaign with baseless and
undocumented claims such as the beheading of
children and the use of human shields by Hamas,
which was claimed at the beginning of her analysis.
These baseless claims have paved the way for
Zionists' repeated crimes and killing spree.

Regarding military threats against Iran, Karl

quotes Marc Champion: “invading a nation of 88
million that’s cut through by mountains and more
than 2.5 times the size of Ukraine isn't an option.”

Itis clear that invading Iran is no longer an option,
and in case of an attack, Western writers will not
need to refer to the map to know the points of
conflict, because everyone will feel the effects of
this attack in their surroundings.

Karls final proposal to prevent Iran from
supporting Hamas is similar to the analyses written
on the restriction of oil sales. She writes: “Saudi
Arabia has cut its oil production to try and boost
prices, while Iran has increased its production by as
much as 700,000 barrels per day,” but Javier Blas
says it might not be that way for much longer. Given
that Iran is Hamas' biggest backer, Washington
won't be able to maintain its hands-off approach to
the country’s crude production indefinitely.”

Javier Blas also says, “Saudi Arabia significantly
reduced its oil production last year, while Iran was
able to increase its production during the same

Israel May Erase Hamas But Iran Has
Already Won
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period despite USS. sanctions.’

Considering that Iran is the biggest supporter of
Hamas, Washington cannot indefinitely maintain
its passive approach toward the countryss crude oil
production.

So far, the US. has done its best to deprive Iran
of oil revenues, while Karlbs proposal for further
restrictions seems opaque. Probably, she refers to
the pirates’ manner of stealing and selling Iran’s oil,
which completely suits Washington. And of course,
Iran will not leave the action unanswered.

Intelligence minister: Harsh and devastating revenge awaits Tel Aviv

TEHRAN - The freedom and

justice seekers in the region will not
let the Westerners go unpunished
for their support of Israel, the
Iranian Minister of Intelligence said
on Saturday.

“The supports should await the
divine revenge that will be imposed
on them by the hands of people,” said
Esmail Khatib.

Khatib outlined that the revenge
would be “harsh, destructive, deadly
and destructive”

Inthe meeting of the administrative
council of Lorestan Province in
Khorramabad, Khatib condemned
the mass killing and genocide of the
Zionist regime in Gaza.

The Israeli war crimes, according to

Khatib, are being carried out in front
of all the claimants of human rights.

“The catastrophic act will be
engraved in history as the betrayal
toward humanity and these war
crimes will result in the irreversible
defeat of the normalization process,’
the minister stated.

According to Khatib, certain
governments’ efforts to win the
attention of the US. in the region will
be fruitless, since the equation has
changed.

The minister also called the Al-
Agsa Storm operation as “the most
complex, intelligent, brave and
effective operation of the resistance
front, which was deadly, irreparable
for the Zionist regime and will cause

a serious strategic change in the
regional and global equations.”

On the fake power of the Zionist
regime, he said “Tel Aviv will never
enjoy security’  outlining  the
exacerbated social, and political
fractions both within and outside the
Israeli regime.

“The trust, hope, deterrent power,
and the security of the occupiers
will be taken away,’ Khatib noted,
saying the Al-Agsa Storm operation
proved that powers, equipment, and
technologies cannot be a source of
security for those who have started
atrocities.

The US. is responsible for the
bloodshed in the Gaza Strip since
it backs the lIsraeli regime, stated

Khatib, pointing to Biden’s visit to Tel
Aviv and his unwavering support for
Israel.

“Massacre of the defenseless
Palestinians,” said the minister,
“showed that human rights are a tool
in the hands of the superpowers to
pursue their cruel goals.”

“The Security Council has not done
anything to support the oppressed,’
added Khatib.

This is while on Wednesday, the
ceasefire drafts suggested by Brazil
and Russia were vetoed by the US. in
the urgent meeting of the UN Security
Council since Israel’s rights for what
is called “self-defense” were not
mentioned in drafts, according to the
American officials.

Guardian Council member to Western officials: You confirm Israeli crimes

TEHRAN - A member of Iran’s Guardian
Council says the visit of Western officials to
the occupied territories approves of the “war
crimes” being committed by the occupying
regime of Israel, IRNA reported on Saturday.

Wring on his X post, Abbasali Kadkhodaei
added that the responsibility for the crimes by
the Zionist regime is definitely directed at the
American, German, and British governments,
which have provided the basis for committing
crimes.

After the October 7 Al-Agsa Storm,
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, and US. President

Joe Biden visited Tel Aviv to voice their
unwavering support for the Israeli regime.

The Palestinian resistance forces launched a
comprehensive and unprecedented operation,
dubbed Al-Agsa Storm, from Gaza (southern
Palestine) on October 7 against the positions
of the Zionist regime in the occupied territories.

With the operation entering its 15th day and
continuous victories by the resistance fighters,
Tel Aviv continues bombing residential areas
and religious and medical centers in Gaza.

The bombardment of the residential areas,
the complete siege of the Gaza Strip, and the

cut order are all considered concrete examples
of war crimes.

According to the United Nations, almost
493,000 women and girls in Gaza have been
forced to migrate and leave their homes, about
1.4 million people have been displaced in Gaza
and more than 544,000 people have been
accommodated in 147 emergency shelters
provided by the United Nations.

Following the recent attacks of the
Zionist regime on Gaza, 5,500 buildings,
including 14,200 residential units, have been
completely destroyed.
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Rower Kazemi
defends Brazilian
coach

TEHRAN - Hedyeh Kazemi, a member of the
senior women national kayak team, believes that
the expectations from the Iran canoe, Rowing &
Sailing Federation should match the contribution
and assistance provided to the federation.

Kazemi secured a bronze medal in the Women’s
Kayak Single 500m event at the 2022 Asian
Games, completing the race in 2:00.635.

Hedieh Kazemi’s hopes of repeating her silver
medal from five years ago in the 2018 Jakarta
Asian Games were dashed as she won bronze in
Hangzhou, remaining the only franian women’s
Kayak medalist in the tournament.

“The expectations from the Iran Canoe
Federation (ICF) should match the contribution
and assistance provided to the federation,
Kazemi said in his interview with Tehran Times.

“Before the Asian Games, we obtained
impressive  results in  both the Asian
Championships and the World Championships.

“l was supposed to either win gold or repeat
the silver medal in Hangzhou. However, a severe
illness after the World Championships in Germany
prevented me from training for about two weeks.
If I hadn’t gotten sick, | would have met the
expectations,” she added.

Some experts and national team members
believe that the weakness of the national team
lies in its technical staff, especially Pedro Sena,
the head coach. Kazmei reflected her views in
this regard.

“Pedro was definitely hired by the federation
after careful consideration and prior knowledge.
The technical committee of the federation should
analyze these issues. As an athlete, | made the
most of Pedro’s experience, and overall, | think he
had a positive impact on the team.

“l had faith in the federation’s decisions
regarding Pedro and the technical staff, and
fortunately, | witnessed the positive outcome in
the Asian Championships, World Championships,
and Asian Games,” she concluded.

Esteghlal come
from behind to beat
Havadar: IPL

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football battled back
from a two goals down to beat Havadar 3-2
in the 2023/24 Iran’s Persian Gulf Pro League
(PGPL) Friday night.

Saeb Mohebbi scored for Havadar just five
minutes into the goal and Esteghlal defender
Iman Salimi scored an own goal in the 17th minute.

Esteghlal right back Kevin Yamga halved the
deficit from the penalty spot in the 23rd minute.

Mehrdad Mohammadi equalized the match just
after the hour mark and he scored the winning
goalin the 81st minute.

Esteghlal remained second behind Persepolis
due to an inferior difference goal.

Iranian basketball
teams earn win in
2022 Asian Para
Games

TEHRAN - Iran’s women’s and men’s
basketball teams defeated their rivals at the
2022 Asian Para Games on Saturday.

The women'’s team beat Laos 72-29. Iran had
lost to Japan and Thailand in their first two
matches.

Team Melli will play Cambodia on Tuesday.

The men’s team beat China 72-42 in Group A
at the HOC Gymnasium.

Iran, who had defeated Afghanistan 91-33
in their first match, will face the Philippines on
Tuesday.

Wheelchair basketball is one of the events at
the 2022 Asian Para Games, which takes place
in Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China, from Oct. 19 to 27.

A total of 128 male athletes will represent
Iran in 16 events and 82 female athletes will
compete in 11 events.
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Iran finished in third place in the 2018 Asian
Para Games held in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Para shooter Sareh Javanmardi will carry Iran’s
flag at the opening ceremony, slated for Sunday.

Iran’s slogan in the 2022 Asian Para Games
is “Faith, Iran, Honor” and the name of the
delegation is “Children of Iran”.

Hangzhou 2022 will take place from Oct. 22
to 28. An estimated 3,000 athletes will compete
across 22 sports.

Kuwaiti referee
Ahmed Al-Ali to
officiate Sepahan,
AGMK

TEHRAN - Kuwaiti referee Ahmed Al-Ali has
been chosen to officiate the match between
Uzbekistan’s AGMK and Sepahan of Iran.

The match has been scheduled for Monday in
Group C of the 2023-24 AFC Champions League.

The match will take place at the AGMK Stadium
in Olmalig.

Sepahan drew 2-2 with Iragi side Alquwa-
Al-Jawiya, while AGMK sits bottom of the table
without a single point.

Iran handball
victorious over
Kazakhstan in Asian
Menss Olympic
Qualification

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s handball team beat
Kazakhstan 42-20 in the Asian Men’s Olympic
Qualification Tournament on Saturday.

Iran, who had lost to Japan 25-20 and
defeated Kuwait 29-28, will play Bahrain in
Group B on Tuesday.

The competition will take place between 18
and 28 October, with two round-robin groups
in the preliminary round, with the top two sides
in each group progressing to the semi-finals,
extending their hopes for the coveted Paris
2024 Olympic Games ticket.

The semi-finals are due to take place on
26 October, while the final and the bronze-
medal match are scheduled for 28 October.
The winners of the Asian Men’s Olympic
Qualification Tournament will progress directly
to Paris 2024, while the runners-up secure a
place inthe Olympic Qualification Tournaments,
due to take place in March 2024.

Only two sides have secured their places
for the men’s tournament at the Paris 2024
Olympic Games so far — hosts France and world
champions Denmark. The next tickets will be
handed at the 2023 Pan American Games, at
the EHF EURO 2024 and at the 2024 CAHB
African Men’s Handball Championship, with
the latter two competitions due to take place
in January 2024.

Asian Para Games:
Athletes ready to
put on exciting
show

TEHRAN - The Hangzhou 2022 Asian Para
Games will open on 22 October 2023, with
more than 3,000 athletes, including Paralympic
champions and young stars, ready to put on an
incredible show in the Chinese city.

With three days to go until the Opening
Ceremony, the torch relay started in Hangzhou,
building excitement for the Games that will be
held after a one-year delay. A total of 600 people
will carry the flame, which was lit last week in
Guangzhou, China, where the inaugural Asian
Para Games were held in 2010.

The fourth Asian Para Games will see the Para
athletes competing across 22 sports, including
Para taekwondo and Para canoe that will make
their Games debut in Hangzhou.

The championships will also serve as an
important stop on the road to the Paris 2024
Paralympics, which will take place next year.



ECONOMY y

OCTOBER 22,2023

Straight Truth

IRHF builds 167,700 National Housing
Movement units across Iran

TEHRAN - Islamic Revolution Housing
Foundation (IRHF) has constructed 167,700
affordable housing units under the framework
of the National Housing Movement initiative
across the country, an official with the
foundation said.

According to Hamidreza Sohrabi, the
foundation’s deputy head for urban housing
affairs, in addition to the mentioned units,
the Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation is
also constructing 16,500 units for low-income
groups, IRNA reported.

The officialnoted that so far 9,000 units of the
National Housing Movement have been handed
over to the applicants and another 9,000 units
are also planned to be handed over to owners by
the end of the current Iranian calendar year (late
March 2024).

Last month, Transport and Urbana
Development Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
announced that 1759 million units of the
National Housing Movement plan are under
construction across the country.

The minister also announced launching
a program for allocating free land to young
couples in order to help them build houses.

The National Housing Movement to construct
four million housing units in four years is one of
the major plans of the current government in
the housing sector.

According to the plan, out of these four
million residential units, 3.2 million units will
be constructed in cities and 800,000 units in
villages, some of these units are currently being
constructed after providing lands and preparing
the necessary conditions.

After the National Housing Action Plan
(started in 2018), the National Housing
Movement is the government’s second major
program to provide affordable housing units for
the low-income classes.

The operation for the construction of 209,212
residential units of the National Housing
Movement began in February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned
operation and also to launch some development

projects in the housing sector was attended
by former Transport and Urban Development
Minister Rostam Qasemi.

Also, in July 2022, the minister inaugurated a
project for the construction of the first group of
affordable housing units for laborers under the
framework of the National Housing Movement.

Last month, 1,278 units of the National
Housing Movement were handed over to the
applicants in a ceremony attended by Aref
Norouzi, the acting director of the Headquarters
for Executing the Order of Imam Khomeini.

The mentioned units were delivered to the
applicants in five different provinces throughout
the country, Tasnim News Agency reported.

The Headquarters for Executing the Order
of Imam Khomeini has signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) with the Ministry of
Transport and Urban Development to construct
100,000 units under the framework of the
National Housing Movement.

According to Norouzi, the headquarters also
completed and handed over 2,000 such units
back in April.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, the
official said construction of the National
Housing Movement units is underway by the
Headquarters for Executing the Order of Imam
Khomeini in 27 provinces.

Putting the physical progress of the
mentioned residential units at about 50 percent,
Norouzi clarified that for the construction of the
delivered 1,278 units, about 127.8 trillion rials
(about $256.8 million) has been spent from
various sources.

Loading, unloading of goods in
Khuzestan ports exceeds 21m tons in H1

TEHRAN - As announced by a provincial
official, 21.3 million tons of commodities were
loaded and unloaded in the ports of Khuzestan
province, in the southwest of Iran, during the
first half of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22).

Aboutaleb Geraylou, the director-general
of the province’s Ports and Maritime
Department, also announced that 5.4 million
tons of basic goods were loaded and unloaded
in the ports of the province during the first six
months of the current Iranian calendar year.

As Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) has reported, the loading and unloading
of goods in the ports of country increased by
three percent in the first six months of the
present year, as compared to the same period
of time in the past year.

As reported, 111,806,313 tons of commodities
were loaded and unloaded in the ports in the
first half of the current Iranian year.

Of the mentioned figure, 74,415,327 tons were
related to loading, and 37,392,654 tons were
related to unloading.

The loading of goods in the mentioned
period also increased by nine percent as
compared to the figure for the previous year’s
same six months.

During the said period, loading and
unloading operations in the container sector
reached 1432,672 TEUs, which was five
percent more than the 1,284,604 TEUs in the
first six months of the past year.

While Iran is combating the US. unilateral
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports
as the major gates of exports and imports
play a significant role in this battle. This role
makes all-out support to ports and more
development of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government
to define projects for more development of
the ports and also take some measures to
encourage investment making in ports, in
addition to facilitating the loading and unloading
of goods, especially basic commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization has defined a high
number of projects to develop and improve
the country’s ports, as the country aims to
double the capacity of its ports in the course
of five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of
the country’s ports has increased from 180
million tons in the Iranian calendar year 1392
(ended in March 2014) to 250 million tons in
1399 (ended in March 2021).

TEDPIX gains 1,400 points on Saturday

TEHRAN-TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 1,430 points (0.07
percent) to 2,024,973 on Saturday, which is the
first day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock

exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market, known as Iran
Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iran’s exemplary exporters honored
on National Exports Day

From page 1 » mentioned the
ministry’s efforts for expanding
the country’s trade, noting
that since the beginning of the
current government incumbency,
the ministry has taken several
positive measures for boosting
the country’s economic relations
with its trade partners.

As an example, he mentioned
the establishment of a barter
trade mechanism with Belarus,
an achievement which was made
during his recent visit to the
country.

Further in the ceremony,
Zeyghami in his speech mentioned

country’s non-oil trade in the
previous Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20), saying: “Last
year, the country’s non-oil exports
reached more than 53 billion
dollars, which was a new record in
the history of the country”

“Iin the first six months of
this year, although the value
of some products, including
petrochemicals, decreased, we
have had a 29 percent increase in
exports in terms of weight. Also,
during this period, we had export
growth in the fields of industry,
mining and agriculture, and the
total non-oil export in the first

billion dollars,” Zeyghami added.

Elsewhere in the event, Safari
pointed to the Industry, Mining
and Trade Ministry’s measures

new trade partners, saying: “The

policy of the 13th government is
to develop trade with neighboring
countries, the African continent,

the significant increase in the

half of this year was more than 24

for expanding economic ties with

Latin America and East Asia.”

Capacity of Iran’s renewable power plants reaches 1,088 MW

TEHRAN - The capacity of Iran’s renewable
power plants has reached 1,08818
megawatts (MW), the country’s Energy
Ministry announced.

Based on the Energy Ministry data, of
the mentioned total capacity, 364.89 MW is
supplied by wind power plants, 465.65 MW is
provided by solar power plants, 99.47 MW is
supplied by small hydroelectric power plants,
and 12.5 MW is provided by biomass plants.

Turbo expanders or expansion turbines
also account for 9.6 MW, and branching
accounts for 136.07 MW of the country’s
total renewable capacity.

Renewables, including hydropower, account
for nearly seven percent of the country’s total
energy generation, versus natural gas’ 90
percent share.

Last week, Iran’s National Development
Fund (NDF) and Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization (SATBA) signed a
memorandum of understand (MOU) worth $5
billion for financing renewable power plant
projects belonging to non-governmental
public institutions.

The MOU was inked by NDF Deputy Head
Alireza Mir-Mohammad Sadeqi and SATBA
Head Mahmoud Kamani in a ceremony at the
place of NDF.

Financing for the construction of renewable
power plants up to a ceiling of five billion
dollars (within two years) will be carried
out by the National Development Fund,
and includes the use of other methods for
supplying resources based on the statutes
and regulations of the NDF.

Addressing the signing ceremony of the
MOU, NDF Head Mehdi Ghazanfari said
that although there are some financial
arrears in fossil power plants to the
National Development Fund, the successful
collaboration of this fund with the Ministry

of Energy in the construction of renewable
power plants can even exceed agreements
amounting to more than $5 billion in the
future.

Mahmoud Kamali, the head of SATBA,
for his part, referred to concerns about
future electricity supply shortages and the
effectiveness of such plans, and said: “Network
capacity, electricity generation, and power
plant fuel supplies are limited. Therefore, the
development of renewable power plants, in
addition to promoting sustainable network
development, can help overcome challenges
in fuel supply and fossil fuel production”

He added that the main issue with the
electricity network is financing, and with the
cooperation of the National Development
Fund and foreign and domestic currency
facilities, this problem can be solved.

Last month, an official with the SATBA
said that the development of renewable
power plants in Iran has accelerated since
the current government administration took
office in August 2021.

According to Ali Shab-Navard, the Energy
Ministry in the 13th government has defined
new investment packages and strategies to
attract more capital to fund new renewable
projects across the country.

“Different investment models in the 13th
government have been a good incentive for
investing in this sector;” the official said.

The mentioned measures led to the capacity
of the country’s renewable power plants
reaching 1,085 megawatts, which is a very
good figure, he added.

Back in July, SATBA Head Mahmoud Kamani
said the capacity of renewable power plants is
increasing regularly and daily in the country.

Putting the under-construction power
plants into operation will further increase this
capacity, Kamani said.

Iranian Energy Ministry has put it on the
agenda to add 10,000 MW to the capacity of
the country’s renewable power plants by the
end of the current government administration
(August 2025).

In January 2022, the Energy Ministry and
some of the country’s private contractors
signed memorandums of understanding
(MOU) for cooperation in the construction
of new renewable power plants across the
country.

Earlierin April, the head of SATBAannounced
the construction of 110,000 solar power plants
with a capacity of five kilowatts (KW) for low-
income groups in the current Iranian calendar
year (began on March 21).

Kamani also announced that the tender for
the construction of solar power plants with a
capacity of 2,200 megawatts, left over from
the plan for the construction of solar power
plants with 4,000 megawatts capacity in the
past year, will be also held this year.

Regarding the follow-up of the construction
of renewable power plants in the current year,
the official said that a plan for the construction
of renewable power plants was announced
by the minister of energy at the beginning
of the 13th government, and in 1401 (past
Iranian year), the necessary preparations for
the implementation of this plan have been
followed up and some measures have been
taken in this due.

SPGC cumulative processed gas output exceeds $1.9 tcm in 25 years

TEHRAN - The wmanaging
director of South Pars Gas
Company (SPGC) said that 1.96
trillion cubic meters (tcm) of
natural gas have been processed
by the complex refineries and
injected into the country’s gas
network since the complex was
launched 25 years ago.

Speaking to Shana on the
occasion of the complex’s 25th
establishment anniversary,
Ahmad Bahoush said: “SPGC
was established on 20 October
1998 as one of the subsidiary
companies of National Iranian

meters of gas, 50,000 barrels of
gas condensate, and 750 metric
tons of sulfur per day.

The gas from South Pars
Phase 11 will be transferred to
the onshore refinery of Phase 12,
where it will be processed and
injected into the national gas
network.

According to Head of the
National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC) Mohsen Khojasteh Mehr,
South Pars Phase 11 will have 24
wells and generate an annual
income of $5 billion once its

Gas Company (NIGC) which is
responsible for the operation of
onshore facilities of the South
Pars gas field”

He said the first official
production and processing of
natural gas from the second
refinery of South Pars (phases
2 and 3) began in the Iranian
calendar year 1380 (2001),
adding: “At that time, 50 million
cubic meters of feed was received
from the platforms of the South
Pars gas field and 40 million
cubic meters of natural gas was
processed on a daily basis.”

According to Bahoush, at the
time, 80,000 barrels of gas
condensate and 400 tons of
sulfur were also produced daily.

Emphasizing the significant
development of the 13 South
Pars refineries over the past 25
years, Bahoush stated: “The feed
received by the complex from
the platforms of this joint field

is now 650 million cubic meters
per day, of which 580 million
cubic meters of natural gas is
produced and transferred to the
national network”

Back in August, Bahoush said
that 75 percent of the country’s
natural gas is refined at the
refineries of the complex.

Speaking at a meeting of the
country’s oil industry managers
on August 4, the SPGC head
said: “SPGC produces rich gas in
the offshore platforms and the
produced gas is processed at the
complexes 13 onshore refineries.”

“Part of the output is used as
petrochemical feed and light gas
is injected into the national gas
network,” he added.

South Pars Gas Company is the
largest subsidiary of NIGC which
operates the onshore facilities
(phases 1 to 24) of the country’s
giant South Pars gas field.

South Pars gas ﬁeld which Iran
shares with Qatar in the Persian
Gulf, is estimated to contain a
significant amount of natural
gas, accounting for about eight
percent of the world’s reserves,
and approximately 18 billion
barrels of condensate. The field is
divided into 24 standard phases.

In late August, President
Ebrahim Raisi officially
inaugurated Phase 11 of the
South Pars gas field, which was
the last phase of the giant field’s
development project in the
Persian Gulf.

During a visit to Assaluyeh port
in the southwestern Bushehr
Province, Raisi opened the
project and met with local people
as well as oil industry managers
and experts.

South Pars Phase 11 will initially
produce 15 million cubic meters
of gas per day before raising
recovery to 56 million cubic

development is completed.

“The development of South
Pars Phase 11is one of the NIOC’s
most strategic and important
plans and projects, which finally
came online in the current
government after a 20-year
delay,” he said.

Iran had previously awarded
the development of the phase
1 project to a consortium
comprised of France’s Total, China
National Petroleum Corporation
(CNPC), and Petropars which is a
subsidiary of the National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC), however,
Total and CNPCI pulled out of the
project in 2019 due to the US.
sanctions.

The mentioned phase was
finally developed by Petropars
after its partners left the
contract. The drilling operation
for the first well of the mentioned
phase was officially started in
December 2020.



Israel is blocking aid delivery as the genocide continuing in Gaza

20 Aid Trucks vs. 12,000 Bombs

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - Over the course of its
aggression against the besieged
Gaza Strip, the Israeli regime
dropped nearly 12,000 bombs
over the Gazans. Humanitarian aid,
however, came belatedly and much
less than needed.

After two weeks of relentless
bombing, Israelresponded by global
pressures by temporarily opening
the Rafah border crossing, the
only port connecting Gaza to Egypt
which is coordinating international
life-saving humanitarian aid for
the people of Gaza.

Israel had bombarded the
crossing in the early hours of
its shelling campaign against
the Gaza Strip, shutting down
operations at the egress for travel
and trade. Since October 7, Israel
stubbornly rejected all calls for
reopening the Rafah crossing,
all while deliberately creating a
humanitarian crisis by cutting
off the flow of water, fuel, food,
and electricity into the besieged
enclave.

Tomake things even worse, Israel
began intently bombing hospitals,
schools, mosques, churches, and
other civilian properties which
served as a shelter for civilians
fleeing heavy bombardment. On
17 October, Israel committed a
heinous crime that shocked the
world to the core, bombing a
Christian hospital — Al Ahli- which
resulted in the killing of hundreds
of civilians, mostly injured and
patients. The magnitude of the
crime was so abhorrent that
the Israeli authorities quickly
walked back their statements
confirming their bombardment of
the hospital and ultimately blamed
the targeting of the hospital on
a Palestinian resistance group
“misfired” rocket.

Even  worse, the Biden
administration  appeared  to
be rubber stamping the Israeli
narrative, saying that the war
crime was committed by the “other
team”

President Biden had visited
Israel in a bid to show solidarity
with the Israeli leadership, which
is suffering from a historic lack of
self-confidence as a result of the
October 7 attack by the Palestinian
resistance groups on Israeli
targets.

In order to vent their anger,
the Israeli authorities intensified
their brutal campaign against
the civilians in Gaza, producing
“damning evidence” of committing
war crimes against the Palestinian

people, according to Amnesty
International.
“As Israeli forces continue

to intensify their cataclysmic
assault on the occupied Gaza
Strip, Amnesty International has
documented  unlawful Israeli
attacks, including indiscriminate
attacks, which caused mass
civilian casualties and must be
investigated as war crimes,” the
human rights organization said in a
statement on Friday.

“In their stated intent to use all
means to destroy Hamas, Israeli
forces have shown a shocking
disregardforcivilianlives. They have
pulverized street after street of
residential buildings killing civilians

on a mass scale and destroying
essential infrastructure, while
new restrictions mean Gaza is fast
running out of water, medicine,
fuel and electricity. Testimonies
from eyewitness and survivors
highlighted, again and again,
how Israeli attacks decimated
Palestinian families, causing such
destruction that surviving relatives
have little but rubble to remember
their loved ones by, said Agnes
Callamard, Amnesty International’s
Secretary General.

Callamard said, “Our research
points to damning evidence of
war crimes in Israel's bombing
campaign that must be urgently

investigated. Decades of
impunity and injustice and the
unprecedented level of death

and destruction of the current
offensive will only result in further
violence and instability in Israel
and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories.”

These crimes were the result
of Israel dropping thousands
of bombs on the Gaza Strip in a
matter of two weeks. The Israeli
military has said just in the first
six days of their aggression, Israel
dropped 6,000 bombs on Gaza.

Estimates put that number at more
than 12,000 now, which is more
than the bombs the US. dropped
on Afghanistan in a year, according
to U.S. Congresswomen Ilhan Omar.

The Washington Post, citing Marc
Garlasco, a military adviser at the
Dutch organization PAX for Peace,
reported that Israel is “dropping in
less than a week what the US was
dropping in Afghanistan in a year, in
amuch smaller, much more densely
populated area, where mistakes
are going to be magnified”

Garlasco, whois also aformer UN
war crimes investigator in Libya,
told the daily, citing records from
the US Air Force Central Command,
that the highest number of bombs
dropped in a year for the war in
Afghanistan was just over 7423.
According to the UN, during the
entire war in Libya, NATO reported
dropping more than 7,600 bombs
and missiles from aircraft, the daily
reported, according to Anadolu
Agency.

Despite  Israeli  continued
atrocities,  humanitarian  aid
started flowing into Gaza Saturday
in very small quantities, with some
describing it as a drop in an ocean
of human suffering.

| INTERNATIONAL

Around 100,000 join
pro-Palestine march
in London

From page 1 » Police had cautioned before
the march that anyone showing support for
Hamas, banned as a terrorist organisation in
Britain, would face arrest, and any incident of
hate crime would not be tolerated.

The protest appeared peaceful and there were
no immediate reports of any arrests.

Smaller demos have taken place in
Birmingham, Cardiff and Salford.

Demands mount
for Biden to stop
giving aid to Israel

In protests against Israeli bombardments
of Palestinians in Gaza, more than 150 pro-
Palestinian protestors were arrested in New
York. They were calling for a Gaza ceasefire as
demands mount for Biden to stop giving aid to
Israel.

Hundreds of demonstrators gathered on the
steps of the New York City Public Library and
marched toward Senator Kirsten Gillibrandss
Midtown office Friday evening, before blocking
traffic on 5th Avenue.

Protestors chanted, <From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free,» and «Ceasefire now,> while
the NYPD announced on loudspeaker that those
who refused to disperse would be arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct.

Video footage shows officers asking each
protestor individually to remove themselves
from the street, before handcuffing them if they
refused. New York City corrections busses drove
off with those arrested as their pro-Palestine
friends cheered.

A week after US. Sen. Ed Markey was booed for
his de-escalation remarks, US. Rep. Ayanna Pressley
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has joined her fellow Squad members in calling for
an “immediate ceasefire” in Israel and Gaza.

Pressley on Monday signed on to a
progressive Congressional resolution that
urges the President Biden administration
to support an immediate de-escalation and
ceasefire in Israel and Gaza.

The Boston  congresswoman joined
Democratic Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
[lhan Omar, Rashida Tlaib, Cori Bush, Jamaal
Bowman, and other members of Congress in
backing the “Ceasefire Now Resolution.” Thirteen
representatives are named in the resolution.

Ilhan Omar, a Muslim US representative, said
she fears for her family’s safety after receiving
an onslaught of threats for criticizing Israel’s
treatment of Palestinians.

The Democratic congresswoman from
Minnesota opened up in a statement about
the increase in Islamophobic remarks and
threats she has received, including threats
directed at her family. NBC News first
reported on the statement, which was later
shared with the Guardian.

Anti-Israeli protests
in Afghanistan, Niger
and Nigeria

Protesters in Afghanistan, Niger, and Nigeria
demanded an end to the killing of Palestinians
by Israel.

Afghan people participated in the support
meeting declared solidarity with the Palestinians
living in Gaza, and condemned the crimes of the
Israeli regime in the killing of Palestinian women
and children.

Gathering in Wazir Akbar Khan in Kabul, they
urged Muslims not to wait for the world to stop
the Israeli regimess crimes in Gaza.

The symbol of the Al-Agsa Mosque was built
in the Wazir Akbar Khan hill in Kabul and is a
symbol of the real support of the Afghan people
for Palestine and Quds.

Cairo summit raises concern over absence of key players, casting doubt on tangible results

From page 1 »

Arab leaders condemn Israeli crimes against
Gazans

King Abdullah of Jordan condemned lIsrael’s
bombing campaign against Gaza as a “war
crime” and called for those responsible to be held
accountable.

“All civilian lives matter. The relentless bombing
campaign underway in Gaza, as we speak, is cruel
and unconscionable on every level. It is a collective
punishment of besieged and helpless people. It is
a flagrant violation of international humanitarian
law. It is a war crime. Anywhere else, attacking
civilian infrastructure and deliberately starving
an entire population of food, water, electricity
and basic necessities would be condemned.
Accountability would be enforced but not in Gaza,”
the king asserted.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi who
has been under pressure by Israel and the US.
to accept the 2.3 million population of Gaza as
refugees, openly opposed such plans.

On Wednesday, he expressed his firm stance
against any forced relocation of Palestinians to
Sinai, emphasizing that the Egyptian people would
vehemently oppose such a measure. He further

warned that such a move would transform the
Sinai Peninsula into a launching pad for attacks
against Israel.

El-Sisi also called on Arab leaders to come
up with a “roadmap” to end the “humanitarian
catastrophe” in the besieged Gaza Strip. He
also hoped that Arabs could help facilitate
peace talks between Israel and Palestinians. He
emphasized that a two-state solution would
eventually be the answer to ending hostilities
between Israel and Palestine.

Palestinian  President Mahmoud Abbas
also took part in the summit and requested
the establishment of humanitarian corridors,
emphasizing that Palestinians will not abandon

their homes. “We will remain on our land,” he said.

Also attending the summit, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres called for an urgent
ceasefire, highlighting three crucial steps to
ease the crisis. The steps include the provision
of immediate and unrestricted humanitarian
assistance to the trapped civilians in Gaza, the
unconditional release of all hostages in Gaza, and
taking immediate and dedicated measures to
prevent the escalation of violence, which according
to Guterres is on the rise.

Summit overshadowed by absence of most
relevant representatives

The summit has raised concerns due to the
absence of representatives from lIsrael and
Hamas, as well as senior US. officials. This
raises questions about the effectiveness of the
summit in achieving tangible results without
the involvement of the conflicting parties. Some
view the summit as an attempt by Arab states to
address criticism at home, particularly regarding
accusations of inaction in response to Israeli
crimes. Several Arab countries have been the
scene of mass protests in support of Palestine in
recent days, including Egypt and Jordan.

The ongoing conflict between Israel and

Palestinians began on October 7 when the Hamas
resistance movement carried out a surprise
offensive into the occupied territories via land, sea,
and air. The number of Israeli casualties stands at
over 1400, with approximately 200 taken captive.

Israel has responded to the Palestinian
operation known as the al-Agsa Storm with what
many perceive as a disproportionate reaction.
There are concerns that Israel’'s
actions in Gaza indicate a desire
for a full-scale genocide, as
the regime has deliberately
targeted schools, hospitals,
churches, mosques, and other

Jordan King says
the collective
punishment of

Some reports and videos taken of Israeli strikes
show the regime has also been using white
phosphorus bombs against Gaza, committing
yet another war crime against impoverished
Palestinians in the territory that has been labeled
as the world’s higgest “open-air prison” in the
past 17 years. So far Israeli attacks have killed
nearly 4,500 Palestinians and injured thousands
of others. So far, hundreds of
thousands have been displaced
as more than 13 million
people in northern Gaza have
been asked to evacuate their
homes. Even those leaving
their homes are not safe

civilian sites. Israel has openly i : i
boasted about its actions on the bQSIQged and from being targeted by Israeli
social media and launched a helpless peop[e of fighter jets. With over half of

massive propaganda campaign
against Palestinians alongside
its relentless bombardment

Gazais a “war crime”.

Gaza's population consisting of
children, Palestinian casualties
so far are mainly made up of

of Gaza. The Gaza Strip has

been placed under a “full siege] with Israel
disseminating misinformation about Palestinians
and downplaying its own crimes. It is worth noting
that Israel enjoys support from social media
platforms and Western media outlets.

Geopolitics of Operation Al-Agqsa Storm

kids and also women.

The regime also seems to be preparing for a
ground offensive inside Gaza, which many fear
could lead to an even bigger blood-shed of the
civilians that live in one of the most densely
populated areas of the world.

From page 1 » Some sources have
suggested that the US. decided to
consolidate its forces in West Asia
due to the concern that Tel Aviv could
quickly lose control over the occupied
territories and also have a big portion of
its population killed in a potential multi-
front confrontation with the resistance.
Israel might collapse in no time in case
of a full-waged war with resistance
forces. Washington also likes to keep
it a secret that if such events unfold, it
would have to directly deploy troops and
equipment to Israel.

The US.isnot willing to fight on behalf
of Israel, or even alongside the regime.
The growing international power of
China and Russia, severe concern about
American forces becoming a target
of resistance forces in West Asia, and
booming hatred towards Netanyahu are

the main factors that have been shaping
Washington's strategy in recent days.

However,theUS.isthemainforcethat
has turned Israel into a killing machine
in Gaza. Through bombardments it is
pressuring Palestinians to leave their
lands, forcing different governments
into silence, and deigning spy operations
in a bid to assassinate the prominent
figures of the resistance. The US. is
the main actor when it comes to Israeli
crimes and it should not be seen as
merely a partner.

Other actors, especially Arab
countries, have come to realize that if
Israel manages to overcome its latest
security and military challenges, it
will move towards committing even
bigger massacres and get even more
hawkish. Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi

Arabia would much rather have to
deal with a weak Israel. But the U.S.
would probably try to postpone
such weakening by getting rid of
Netanyahu's team and keeping its
friends like Ganz in power in the long
run.

Europeans are more scared than
anyone else. The main question for
them is what Russia will do with Ukraine
and Europe if Israeli lunatics open up a
regional war with America?! From the
European perspective, this regional
conflict can tum into a global one within
afew days.

Contrary to some emotional
analyses, the resistance has acted very
calculatedly and strongly. Creating a
“credible military threat” has always
been Netanyahu's slogan, but the

resistance has achieved it. Other
fronts have practically opened up, but
the intensity of the conflict is being
controlled. The resistance forces will
not allow Israel to determine their
future strategies.

The attack on Al-Ahli Arab Hospital
on Tuesday night (October 17) marked
the end of Netanyahu'’s political career
and the end of Yoav Gallant’s military
career. The Israeli military has shown
that it has reached a deadlock, and
everyone has understood this. Israel’'s
goal over the past several days has
been to show that there is no safe place
in Gaza and Palestinians must leave.
But no one has left!

Now Israel has to look for an exit
strategy. Resistance forces must try to
complete their mission and finish the

regime if it carries out a land offensive
into the besieged Gaza Strip. For
Israel, however, it seems that no good
scenario is imaginable.

In such a complex battle, one must
be patient. Bloodshed is part of this

terrible war, but we must try to keep
our hearts at ease by trusting the
strategists of the resistance who will
determine the end of the war, and who
are braverthan all of us and more eager
for the destruction of Israel.
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Tehran palace complex accessible
for visually impaired visitors

TEHRAN - A new initiative was unveiled on
Thursday to coincide with the Week of the Visually
Impaired, which will enable visually impaired in-
dividuals to visit the Niavaran Cultural-Historical
Complex.

The complex is located in northern Tehran, and
it comprises several historical palaces and muse-
ums.

The new system will allow visually impaired visi-
tors to experience the rich history and culture of the
complex in a more inclusive and accessible manner.

During the opening ceremony, Bijan Mogadam,
the director of the complex, stated that the new
initiative is part of the complex’s duty to create
suitable conditions and provide physical space for
individuals with disabilities.

He added that they plan to make the facilities of
the complex more suitable for those with physical
disabilities by the end of this year.

Mogadam also mentioned that the complex re-
cently signed a memorandum of understanding
with the Iranian Association of the Visually Im-
paired to develop more initiatives for the visually
impaired community.

The new system was implemented practically
within the museum, resulting in the creation of
this initiative, he explained.

“There may be obstacles along the way, but we
are confident that we can overcome them through
evaluating the system and receiving feedback
from users,” he noted.

“Today's program is just the beginning, and with
the help of the Iranian Association of the Visually

Wi
1

Impaired, we will complete the work more fully,” he
emphasized.

“To use these facilities, we need to advertise
and inform the target community across the
country through various channels,” he said.

He also indicated that they may expand the fa-
cilities in the future to correspond with the level
of visitation to the complex by individuals with
disabilities.

Niavaran Cultural-Historical Complex, covering
an area of about eleven hectares, is composed of
several landmark buildings, museums, and monu-
ments constructed in the 19th and 20th centuries
during the Pahlavi and late Qajar eras.

The history of the palace complex stretches
back to about 280 years ago when Fath-Ali Shah
of the Qajar Dynasty ordered for a summer resi-
dence to be built over the then countryside area of
the capital. The two-story Ahmad Shahi Pavilion is
one of the highlights of the complex.

The main palace of the complex was originally
erected for the purpose of royal ceremonies and
gatherings. However, it later turned into the res-
ident of the second king of Pahlavi king, Moham-
mad Reza Shah, and his family.

With an area of 9,000 square meters, the palace
is entirely adorned with magnificent plasterwork,
mirrorwork, and tilework. Its architecture boasts a
blend of pre- and post-Islamic art.

Its beautifully decorated and fully furnished in-
terior features loads of artworks such as precious
paintings and sculptures by Iranian and foreign
artists.

Stash of ‘eye-catching’ Bronze Age jewelry
discovered by metal detectorist in Swiss carrot field

A metal detectorist in Switzerland has un-
earthed a bounty of Bronze Age jewelry alongside
fossilized animal remains in a farmer’s freshly
plowed carrot field.

Franz Zahn made the discovery in August while
clearing scrap metal for the unnamed farmer in
the northeastern town of Giittingen, according to
a translated statement.

The finds included a necklace made up of 14
spiked bronze discs, two spiral finger rings and
more than 100 tiny amber beads roughly the size
of pinheads, which Zahn carefully plucked from
the soil using tweezers. Other items strewn about
the field, likely due to plowing, included a bronze
arrowhead, lumps of polished ore, an ammonite (a
type of extinct marine mollusk), a shark’s tooth, a
perforated bear’s tooth and a rock crystal.

After finding the artifacts, Zahn contacted the
local Office of Archaeology to survey the field’s
contents more extensively. Archaeologists deter-
mined that the jewelry items were “typical cos-
tume jewelry” that would’ve been worn by women
in around 1500 B.C. during the Bronze Age.

The archaeologists described the spiked discs
as especially “eye-catching” and noted that metal
spirals were strung between each disc as spacers.
Each disc also had a narrow hole, making it easy
to string them with a piece of thread or leather to
wear as an adornment.

Archaeologists didn’t unearth any human re-
mains, but they think that the items were buried
at the site inside either a sack or another type of
organic container that has since decayed. Regard-
less of how they were buried, researchers think
the items would've been special to the wearer and
may have been viewed as having a protective or
healing effect similar to an amulet.

Aprevious archaeological find in Glttingen sev-
eral years ago revealed a Bronze Age pile-dwelling
village that contained the remains of structures
built on stilts, which dates to around 1000 B.C.

The newfound artifacts are currently being re-
stored and will be exhibited at the Museum of Ar-
cheology in Frauenfeld next year.

(Source: livescience.com)

Russian tourism surges in Iran after

TEHRAN - The visa-free tour-
ist travel agreement between
Iran and Russia has led to an in-
crease in Russian tourism com-
panies visiting Iran, an Iranian
tourism expert has said.

Mostafa Shafiei Shakib stated
that the cancellation of group vi-
sas has facilitated this increase
in visits.

However, the Russian trav-
el market for Iran has not yet
reached its full potential, espe-
cially when compared to China,
he added.

More time and advertising are
necessary to increase the num-
ber of Russian tourists traveling
to Iran, he suggested.

Some 22 Russian tourism
companies had arrived in Iran,
constituting the first “non-gov-
ernmental tourist group” from
Russia, he announced.

“This group came to Iran as a
result of the bilateral agreement,
allowing for the free cancellation
of group visas, and as such will
be the largest Russian tour oper-
ator in Iran since the cessation of
group travel”

Over the course of their 10-day
trip, the group will visit Tehran,
Kashan, Isfahan, Yazd and Shiraz,
taking the train from Isfahan to

visa-free agreement

Tehran, he noted.

He also expressed his hopes
that the group will not only be-
come better acquainted with
Iran’s rich cultural landscape but
also survey its infrastructure
and tourism services so that they
may plan future trips with more
precision.

In explaining the choice of des-
tinations for Russian tourists,
Shakib stated that he had tak-
en into account the interests of
tourists and Russian individuals,
as well as the country’s existing
infrastructure and resources, in
order to create an itinerary that
would offer a remarkable histor-
ical sightseeing route.

He expressed his optimism

that the Iran-Russia tourism
partnership could revivify the
struggling Iranian tourism in-
dustry.

“Due to the constraints on Eu-
ropean tourists’ travel to Iran,
the tourism industry can be
saved by establishing strong ties
with Russia”

Since the start of October
2023, the group travel visa be-
tween Iran and Russia, which
aimed to facilitate and strength-
en tourism between the two
countries, has been cancelled.
Some experts predict that due
to Russia’s limitations on inter-
national travel, caused by its war
with Ukraine, Russian tourists
could turn towards Iran as an al-

ternative travel destination. This
reasoning is reinforced by the
cancellation of group visas.

While there are no official sta-
tistics on the number of Russian
tourists visiting Iran after the
cancellation of group visas, re-
ports from early September this
year suggest that Iran has be-
come an attractive destination
for Russian tourists. Ria Novo-
sti reported that according to
Megafon data, a Russian mobile
operator, and information pro-
vided by tourists traveling from
Russia to other countries, inter-
est in traveling to Iran during
summer 2023 grew by approx-
imately 115 percent. Meanwhile,
Saudi Arabia saw a growth of 123
percent.

Iran, Turkmenistan to hold joint tourism festival

TEHRAN - A joint festival promoting tour-
ism attractions of Iran and Turkmenistan is
set to take place in Ashgabat.

Iranians will travel to Turkmenistan to
showcase tourism, health, cultural products,
and trade during the festival, Iran’s Cultural
Attaché to Turkmenistan Navid Rasuli said on
Saturday, Mehr reported.

The event has been planned following a
meeting between the two countries’ presi-
dents last year, which resulted in the devel-
opment of cultural relations between the two
countries, he explained.

Organized by the Islamic Culture and Re-
lations Organization (ICRO), the Embassy of
Iran in Turkmenistan, and Iran’s Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts,
the festival will run from October 31 to No-
vember 2 and will be held at the Museum of
Visual Arts in Ashgabat.

The festival will include the participation of
local artists, handicraft industries, and music
groups from Iran, as well as active tourism
companies from both countries, to showcase
the tourism attractions of Iran and Turkmen-
istan based on their common threads, Rasuli
added.

In addition to tourism, the festival will also
feature sections on health and Iranian hand-
icrafts, and local Iranian music groups will
perform during the event, he noted.

Participating companies will have access
to 600 square meters of free space to exhibit
their products and services, and they will also
benefit from visa facilities. So far, 11 Iranian
tourism companies have registered to attend
the festival.

He also mentioned that Turkmenistan has
special policies and laws for traveling; how-
ever, it does not imply that Iranians cannot
travel there, but they must follow the coun-
try’s rules.

“Many Iranian tourism companies are ac-
tive in Turkmenistan, indicating the cooper-
ative relations between the two countries.
Furthermore, daily exchanges between the
two borders around one thousand people”

Additionally, the Turkmen people are fa-
miliar with Iran, and similarities between the
historical, religious, and cultural heritage of
the two nations are prevalent, he said and
added: “Both countries’ tourism companies
will hold B2B meetings during this cultural
event, and agreements are also in prepara-

tion and awaiting signature.”

He also noted that from early 2023, an
international seminar will be held in Turk-
menistan to showcase the country’s tourism
activities and to better introduce it to the
world, following an order from Turkmeni-
stan’s president.

He emphasized that while strict rules for
visas and travel to Turkmenistan are nec-
essary, efforts are being made to solve the
tourism industry’s problems and promote it.
“Negotiations between the two countries are
already underway in this regard”

Iran’s Cultural Attaché’s office has previ-
ously hosted several cultural weeks and fes-
tivals in Turkmenistan to introduce the coun-
try’s capacities, he stated.

Two previous festivals were held without
the participation of the Turkmen side; how-
ever, this upcoming festival will be the first
joint tourism festival between the two coun-
tries, he said.

An exhibition of handicrafts will also be
held on the sidelines of the festival, he con-
cluded.

Eco-lodge complexes inaugurated in Yazd

TEHRAN -Two eco-lodge com-
plexes were inaugurated in the
historical core of the central Ira-
nian city of Yazd on Thursday.

A total budget of 160 billion

rials (§320,000) was allocated

to the projects, IRNA reported on
Saturday.

The new complexes will add 18
rooms to the hospitality sector

of the city, and they have creat-
ed 10 new direct jobs, the report
added.

In July 2017, the historical core
of Yazd was named a UNESCO
World Heritage. Wedged be-
tween the northern Dasht-e Ka-
vir and the southern Dasht-e Lut
on a flat plain, the ancient city
enjoys a very harmonious pub-
lic-religious architecture that
dates from different eras.

Yazd is regularly referred to
as a delightful place to stay, or
a “don’'t miss” destination by al-
most all of its visitors. The city is
full of mudbrick houses that are
equipped with innovative badg-
irs (wind catchers), atmospheric
alleyways, and many Islamic and

Iranian monuments that shape
its eye-catching city landscape.

Some say it is a living testi-
mony to the intelligent use of
limited available resources in
the desert for survival. Water is
brought to the city by the ganat
system. Each district of the city is
built on a ganat and has a com-
munal center.

Furthermore, the use of earth
in buildings includes walls and
roofs through the construction
of vaults and domes. Houses
are built with courtyards below
ground level, serving under-
ground areas. Wind-catchers,
courtyards, and thick earthen
walls create a pleasant microcli-
mate.

Long-lost painting looted by U.S. soldiers during World War |l returned to Germany

Christopher Marinello, a lawyer and
the founder of Art Recovery Interna-
tional, has spent years securing the
restitution of important artworks loot-
ed by Nazis during World War II. But his
latest success story involves a paint-
ing by Viennese artist Johann Franz
Nepomuk Lauterer that was stolen by a
US. Army soldier and returned to Ger-
many nearly 80 years later with assis-
tance from the FBI Art Crime Team.

“On occasion, we come across cases,
such as this, where Allied soldiers may
have taken objects home as souvenirs
or as trophies of war,” Marinello said in
a statement. “Being on the winning side

doesn't make it right. We expect every-
one to do the right thing and return sto-
len artwork wherever it may be located”

The wood panel painting, titled
“Landscape of Italian Character” was
reported stolen from the Bavarian
State Painting Collections in Munich af-
ter the war, and hadn’t been seen since
1945. Then, last December, Art Recov-
ery International got a tip from some-
one in Chicago who claimed their uncle
had served in the war, and brought
back a “stolen or looted painting.”

With nothing to go on other than

photographs of the work, Marinello
and his team set about trying to iden-

tify the piece’s title, artist, and rightful
owner. With help from the German law
firm Wantuch Thole Volhard, they were
able to track the lost work to the New
Bayreuth Palace, part of the Bavarian
State Painting Collections.

Getting the painting safely back to
Germany was more of a challenge, as
the tipster, who remains anonymous,
initially wanted a monetary reward for
its return.

“I explained our policy of not paying
for stolen artwork and that the request
was inappropriate given the familial
connection,” Marinello added.

He was worried, because someone
in Chicago had tried to sell the paint-
ing back to the museum in 2011, only to
disappear when the institution balked at
payment. (In 2012, the museum, which
had been searching unsuccessfully for
the work since 1965, added the Baroque
painting to Germany’s Lost Art Database
for cultural property that went missing
during Nazi rule.) Eventually, Marinello
convinced the tipster to agree to an un-
conditional return of the work.

The FBI Art Crime Team stepped in to
oversee the handover from the posses-
sor, and Bernd Ebert, chief curator of
Dutch and German Baroque paintings

Alte Pinakothek (part of the Bavarian
State Painting Collections) flew to Chi-
cago for a restitution ceremony at the
German Consulate on October 19.

Securing the stolen painting’s return
“is actually a very rare moment for us,’
Ebert told the Associated Press. “It's
exciting.”

It's “not only an act of historical
justice, but also an expression of the
appreciation of our cultural heritage,
Markus Blume, the Bavarian culture
minister, told the Art Newspaper.

Once the work is safely back in Mu-
nich and undergoes restoration, the

museum plans to put it back on view
with its counterpart, another Lauterer
landscape featuring shepherds, their
animals, and travelers crossing a river.

The two works originally came from
Neustift Monastery near Freising, and had
been part of the state collection since the
19th century. From 1924 to 1939, when the
paintings were evacuated for safekeeping
during the war, the pair hung together at
New Bayreuth Palace. The Alte Pinakothek
also owns a quartet of Lauterer canvas-
es that have recently been restored, and
hopes to show all six of its works by the
artist together in the near future.

(Source: Artnet)



Designating Gandoman as Wetland of
International Importance on agenda

TEHRAN - Being rich in biodiversity
and home to many valuable species,
Gandoman wetland in the southwest
of the country is projected to be des-
ignated by the Department of Envi-
ronment as a Wetland of International
Importance.

Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari, is one of
the most important provinces of Iran
having many wetlands, including
Gandoman, according to the Depart-
ment of Environment.

Gandoman wetland, stretching to
1,070 hectares, is located in Boru-
jen county. It is one of Iran’s top five
birdwatching sites and the country’s
most important permanent habitat
for migratory birds.

Due to the high value of this wet-
land and Gandoman city, which is
located in the vicinity of the wetland,
the inclusion of Gandoman in the list
of Wetlands of International Impor-
tance and the accreditation of the
city in the list of wetland cities are
being followed up.

Wetland Cities Accreditation
Scheme

The Wetland City Accreditation
Scheme is an important opportunity
for cities and local governments to
integrate wetland conservation and
sustainable management with sus-
tainable development and delivery
of vital services.

Amid rising pressure to tackle the
climate, pollution, and biodiversity
crises together, urban wetlands of-
fer valuable nature-based solutions
for healthier, prosperous, and sus-
tainable societies.In June 2022, the
cities of “Bandar Khamir” near the
Khorkhoran International Wetland in
Hormozgan Province and the city of
“Varzaneh” near the Gavkhuni Inter-
national Wetland in Isfahan Province
were awarded Wetland City Accred-
itation.

Bandar Khamir is the 19th wet-
land in Iran designated as a Wetland
of International Importance on the
Ramsar list, which as defined by the
Ramsar Convention for the conser-
vation and sustainable use of wet-

lands, recognizes the fundamental
ecological functions of wetlands and
their economic, cultural, scientific,
and recreational value.

The Convention was adopted in the
Iranian northern city of Ramsar in 1971
and came into force in 1975.

Importance of wetlands

Wetlands are ecosystems satu-
rated with water, either seasonally
or permanently. They store water
and ensure its quality, providing
resilience against drought. They
play a central role in sustainable
development by supplying all our
fresh water.

Wetlands play a major role in pro-
tecting the land against floods and

the impacts of storms. They provide
food and diverse habitats that sup-
port genetic, species, and ecosystem
biodiversity. Wetlands play a key role
in the life cycles of many species and
in annual migration patterns.

Unfortunately, wetlands are
being degraded and lost due to
pollution, overexploitation, cli-
mate change, and human popu-
lation growth. In recognition of
these challenges, the RAMSAR
Convention, an international trea-
ty, was adopted in 1971.

Ramsar Wetlands are sites inscribed
on the List of Wetlands of Intemational
Importance (the “Ramsar List”) under
the Convention on Wetlands.

The Convention on Wetlands is an
intergovernmental treaty that pro-
vides the framework for the conser-
vation and wise use of wetlands and
their resources.In Iran, 141 wetlands
with ecological value with an area
of over 3 million hectares have been
identified, of which 25 wetlands are
designated as wetlands of interna-
tional importance (registered in the
Ramsar Convention) covering more
than 1.4 million hectares and four
sites are biosphere reserves.

Some 43 percent of the coun-
try’s wetlands have the potential to
become a source of sand and dust
storms (SDSs), Sedigeh Modarres, an
official with the DOE, stated.

Iranian woman wins Islamic World’s environmental award

From page 1 » The Award is destined to en-
courage and stimulate interest in joint environ-
mental action in the Islamic world and openness
to global experiences in the protection of the
environment from an Islamic perspective, while
working towards preserving its resources and ad-
dressing sustainable development issues in gen-
eral, through recognizing the merits of the efforts
of individuals and institutions concerned with the
management of natural resources for the benefit
of present and future generations alike.

As for the ‘Women’s Award in Public Benefit

Associations and NGOs, the first place was won
by Dr. Wahiba Thuray Essedik from Libya, and the
second place was won by Dr. Sharifa Abdul Carim
Macarand from the Philippines.

This branch relates to women'’s work and activ-
ities in protecting the environment and managing
the environmental sector in its various forms,
whether in scientific research, civil society in envi-
ronmental education and fieldwork for NGOs, or in
private or government sector institutions.

This branch aims to encourage women'’s perfor-

mance in environmental action and disseminate
successful practices in institutions, associations,
and personal experiences, especially in rural and
agricultural communities.

This branch allocates to women three awards
in the basic areas of environmental manage-
ment, namely the Award for Women in Research,
Achievements, and Successful Practices; The
Women’s Award in Public Benefit Associations and
NGOs; and the Women'’s Leadership Award in pri-
vate or government sector institutions.

Iran sends first humanitarian aid to Gaza

TEHRAN - The Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society (IRCS) sent the first
shipment of humanitarian aid to
Gaza on Friday.

Following the brutal large-scale
bombing of Gaza by the Zionist regime,
the IRCS announced its readiness to
send humanitarian aid to Gaza.

In this regard, many efforts have
been made and many negotiations
are still going on with the heads of
the Federations, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, and the

Red Crescent Movement.

“Necessary arrangements have
been made with the head of the Egyp-
tian Red Crescent to send these aids.

The first shipment of aid includes
almost 60 tons of medicine, medical
equipment, and basic foodstuffs,
IRIB quoted Pirhossein Kolivand,
head of IRCS, as saying.

Currently, many trucks at the Ra-
fah border in Egypt are ready to be
sent to Gaza as soon as the crossing
opens, Kolivand added.

He also highlighted that three mobile
hospitals are ready to be established on
the Gaza border to help the casualties.
To do so, the intemational consultations
and negotiations are ongoing,

The second relief aid is also being
prepared to be sent via sea. “Another
consignment of humanitarian aid of
20,000 tons will be sent by ship on
Monday,” he added.

Health ministry negotiating to
help

Following the humanitarian cri-
sis caused by the Zionist regime’s
attacks on Palestinians in Gaza, the
Health Ministry is negotiating with
international bodies and organiza-
tions to provide assistance to people.

Hossein Farshidi, the deputy
health minister, has announced that
the Ministry is ready to provide any
kind of aid to the oppressed people
of Gaza, IRNA reported.

Mohammad-Hossein Niknam, an-

other health official, in separate calls
with  Mohammad Abdel-Ahad, the

ENGLISH IN USE

Existing vaccines are effective
against mutated coronavirus

The COVID-19 vaccines, which have been so far produced in the world

are also effective on the mutated virus, so people who receive the
vaccines will be protected against the new virus strain, Massoud
Mardani, a member of the National Headquarters for Coronavirus

Control, has said.

representative of the United Nations
Population Fund in Iran, as well as the
representative of the United Nations
Children’s Fund in the country, high-
lighted the mission of international
organizations in humanitarian affairs
and human rights and emphasized the
need to provide international aid.

Also, in a letter to the head of the
World Health Organization, the Med-
ical Council of the Islamic Republic of
Iran condemned the attack on hos-
pitals and medical staff in Gaza and
warned about the critical health and
medical conditions in the region.

Moreover, Kolivand sent a mes-
sage to Mohammed Al-hadid, his
Jordan counterpart.

Referring to the large number of
civilians, particularly women and
children, who were killed and injured
in armed conflicts in Gaza, Kolivand
announced readiness to send hu-
manitarian relief consignments as
well as dispatch medical teams to
Jordan to treat injured Palestinians.
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What raised concerns about the newly-produced vaccine was the
ineffectiveness against the mutated virus, which fortunately studies
show, the mutation of the virus and the chromosomal alteration are

not enough to change its general nature, he explained.

According to Mardani, all British and European passengers are test-
ed at the airport for a quick and PCR test.
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Straight Truth

ROPME, Kuwait Regional Convention key to
protect Persian Gulf environment, Iran says

TEHRAN - Ali Salajeqeh, head of the Depart-
ment of Environment, in a meeting with his Saudi
counterpart, Abdulrahman al-Fadley, proposed
the cooperation of the Regional Organization
for the Protection of the Marine Environment
(ROPME) and Kuwait Regional Convention for
Co-operation on the Protection of the Marine En-
vironment from Pollution to protect the Persian
Gulf environment.

The officials met on the sidelines of the Con-
ference of Environment Ministers in the Islamic
World, held by Saudi Arabia on October 19.

The Persian Gulf has been severely polluted as
many oil tankers and pipes pass through the sea,
Salajeqeh said, the DOE website reported.

The main and most sensitive stations of this
region, i.e. aquatics and water sources, have been
badly affected by these pollutions.

Salajegeh went on to say, “Despite the cruel
sanctions imposed on Iran, we are witnessing the
significant growth of scientific technologies in
the country””

He added that modern technologies have
made it possible for us to successfully improve
various environmental indicators in the country.

In this regard, more than 2000 knowl-
edge-based companies have been established by
Iranian youths in different fields, which provide
suitable capacity for the development of mutual
relations.

Iran and Saudi Arabia can collaborate in var-
jous environmental fields, particularly climate
change the outcomes of which can bring the two
countries even closer.

“We did hold two regional and international
meetings relating to environmental issues, es-
pecially sand and dust storms within a year,” Sa-
lajeqeh stated.

These meetings were highly welcomed by re-
gional countries and international forums, he
said, adding that many countries participated in
these international conferences and a declara-
tion was issued.

Collaboration with neighboring countries can
play a focal role in the implementation of the res-
olutions of these conferences, including the cre-
ation of a regional environmental organization, a
regional environmental fund, and a convention to
combat sand and dust storms in the United Na-
tions, which needs your cooperation.

Considering the valuable experiences of the
two countries, as well as many old universities
and colleges, skillful professors and scientists in
this field, and knowledge-based companies can
work together to solve the regional problems.

Environmental issues have become increas-
ingly intense and demand immediate solutions,
Iran accepts Saudi Arabia’s proposal to create a
working group.

ROPME convention

ROPME was established in Kuwait in 1979 and
was quickly ratified by seven member states
(Iran, Bahrain, Irag, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates).

The main objective of ROPME is to coordinate
efforts of the eight Member States towards
protecting the marine and coastal environment

& Mehr / Maryam Hashemi
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and ecosystems in the ROPME Sea Area against
marine pollution and stressors that might be in-
duced by developmental activities or/and other
drivers of change.

Kuwait regional convention

Adopted in Kuwait on April 24,1978, by Bahrain,
Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
the United Arab Emirates, the Kuwait Regional
Convention for Co-operation on the Protection of
the Marine Environment from Pollution aims to
prevent, abate and combat pollution of the ma-
rine environment in the region.

Persian Gulf ecosystem at risk

The Persian Gulf has an area of about 241,000
square kilometers. Its length is some 990 km, and
its width varies from a maximum of about 340 km
to a minimum of 55 km in the Strait of Hormuz.

There are tens of international conventions and
protocols to protect the Persian Gulf marine envi-
ronment, however, despite the fact that the Persian
Gulf is of utmost importance economically, envi-
ronmentally, and socially for the littoral cities, there
is o collective effort to safeguard its marine life.

Some 60 percent of the world’s oil reserves are
in the Persian Gulf, and by building oil platforms
and complexes, and refineries around it, we have
provided the ground for the entry of oil, chemi-
cals, and sewage into the water.

More than 10,000 ships pass through the Per-
sian Gulf and the Sea of Oman annually, 75 per-
cent of which are related to the transportation of
crude oil and petroleum products.

The discharge of various waste materials such
as engine washing water, sewage, and ship bal-
ance water has exacerbated the pollution in the
Persian Gulf.

Carbon footprint is another damage done to
aquatic environments, so the more carbon the
water absorbs, the more acidic it becomes.

The results of an 8-year study show that
changes in the pH of the aquatic environment
have led to complex changes in the food chain
and cause damage to aquatic animals whose
exoskeleton is made of carbonates, such as star-
fish, oysters, and butterflyfish, and results in the
instability of the shells of these organisms.

In recent years, the increase in water tempera-
ture in the Persian Gulf, along with the tensions
caused by unstable development activities in the
important water area, both on the north coast
and especially on the part of the southern neigh-
bors who have less adherence to the principles
of environmental protection, have caused signif-
icant damages to the corals of the Persian Gulf.

Public sports festival held in Tehran

On the occasion of the Physical Education Week (Oct. 18-24), a public sports festival was
held at the Azadi Sport Complex in Tehran on Thursday.

October 18 is the day of physical education and sport on the national calendar.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

There are many educated people who have ruined their future on
account of their ignorance of religion. Their knowledge did not
prove of any avail to them.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times»Noon:11:49

Evening: 17:39  Dawn: 4:53 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:17 (tomorrow)

“World War lII” competes at
Cinecitta film festival

TEHRAN - Acclaimed Iranian dark comedy
“World War IlI” will go on screen at the 013
Cinecitta International Film Festival, which is
underway in Tilburg, the Netherlands.

Directed by Hooman Seyyedi, the film tells
the story of Shakib, a day laborer who has a
relationship with a deaf and mute woman,

Ladan. The construction site on which he works
today turns out to be the set of a film and,
against all odds, Shakib is given a movie role,
a house and a chance at being somebody. But
then Ladan asks for help.

The film, which was Iran’s submission to the
2023 Oscars, won the Golden Tulip for best film
at the 42nd Istanbul Film Festival last year.

The film has been screened in numerous
international events, including the 79th Venice
International Film Festival, where it won the
Orizzonti Award for best film and the Orizzonti
award for best actor for Mohsen Tanabandeh
for his portrayal of Shakib.

It also won the jury award and the best
actor award for Mohsen Tanabandeh at the
first edition of the Da Nang Asian Film Festival
(DANAFF) in May.

The 013 Cinecitta International Film Festival
will come to an end on October 22.

Egyptian novelist Donia Kamal’s “Random
Arrangements” published in Persian

TEHRAN-The Persian translation of the
book “Random Arrangements” written by
Egyptian novelist Donia Kamal has been
published in Iran.

Translated by Amir Farhang-Doust, the
book has been published by Jahan-e Ketab
Publication, Mehr reported.

The novel is a collection of 48 letters
written to four different recipients, arranged
chronologically to form a portrait of the years
2004 to 2018. The four recipients are: a late
father, a child who grows into a teenager,
a best friend who lives abroad, and a love
interest.

Through these semi-autobiographical,
one-sided letters, Kamal weaves together

a portrait of both personal and shared
experiences in several Arab countries during
an era of uncertainty.

The novel explores themes of parenthood,
love, loss, sickness, revolution, friendship,
and compassion, and the narrator is not
only buffeted by social expectations and
geopolitical heavyweights, but also self-
destructive impulses and deep sorrows.

Donia Kamal is an Egyptian novelist and
producer. Her second novel “Cigarette Number
Seven” won the Sawiris Emerging Writers
Prize. Having studied English literature and
humanities in Cairo, she has also produced
more than fifty documentary films and
numerous TV shows for various Arab networks
like Al Jazeera, Al Hurra and others.

Cartoon of Day

Zionists imposing total siege on Gaza
Cartoonist: Oleh Smal from Ukraine
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Mohammad Motamedi’s collaborative
album with Rembrandt Trio released

TEHRAN-Iranian  traditional
singer Mohammad Motamedi’s
collaboration with the jazz
music ensemble Rembrandt
Trio from the Netherlands has
been released in an album titled
“Intizar: Songs of Longing”.

In the album, traditional songs
finely arranged for original
compositions on poems by
Persian poets Omar Khayyam and
Hafez, Honaronline reported.

It is an evocative journey to
the heart of the musical soul
of Iran, which is one of the
world’s richest cultures. With
the addition here and there of
violin, cello and clarinet, the
whole takes on the appearance of
ecumenical chamber music that
is both timeless and resolutely
contemporary; it is beautiful,
touching, and inspiring.

The word “Intizar” is used in
Turkish, Farsi and Arabic and
expresses hopeful anticipation.
The offers songs that fit the
more spiritual, traditional Persian
repertoire, as well as a number of
more worldly songs of Motamedi’s
youth on which the Rembrandt
Trio was expanded into a larger,
chamber ensemble, with the
addition of violin by Myrthe Helde,
cello by Maya Fridman and clarinet

by Maarten Omstein.

The interplay of Rembrandt
Trio and Motamedi is totally
natural. The jazz background
and extensive improvisation
experience of the Dutch
musicians fits the crucial role
of improvisation in traditional

Persian classical music.

The Rembrandt Trio, made up
of Rembrandt Frerichs (piano,
fortepiano and organ), Tony
Overwater (violone, double
bass) and Vinsent Planjer
(percussion), is no stranger to
cross-cultural adventures as

it was Initially formed to fill
an interstitial space between
classical, jazz and Near and
Middle Eastern music.

This album is the third
collaboration of the Dutch
Rembrandt Trio with an Iranian
master. Previous projects of the
trio were with grandmasters
like composer and tar player
Hossein Alizadeh and composer
and kamancheh and setar player
Kayhan Kalhor.

Motamedi, 45, started singing
and playing ney (Middle-Eastern
flute-like  wind  instrument)
from adolescence. So far, he
has collaborated with many
local classical groups as well as
the Iranian National Orchestra.
He has released more than 15
albums and has held several
performances in Iran, ltaly,
Poland, Pakistan, Azerbaijan,
France, Germany, Turkey, Belgium
and the US.

He has a resume ranging from
working with the great maestros of
[ranian music such as Ali Rahbari,
Mohammadreza Lotfi, Hossein
Alizadeh, Majid Derakhshani, Farhad
Fakhreddini, etc. as well as working
with interational figures including
Roger Waters.

Iranian visual artists, cinema community condemn
Zionists’ heinous crimes against Gaza

Frome Page 1 » as well as visual artists
of the country attended the gathering,
condemning the genocide that is happening
in Gaza. The barbaric crimes committed by
the Zionist regime against the Palestinians
and the bombing of the Gaza hospital have
killed thousands of people including mothers
and children.

While sympathizing with the Palestinian
nation and the homeless people of Gaza, the
Iranian cineastes and artists expressed their

anger and hatred towards the inhumane
actions of the brutal regime.

The Palestinian militant group Hamas
launched an unprecedented assault on Israel
on October 7, with hundreds of gunmen
infiltrating communities near the Gaza Strip.

The attack was in response to Israeli
settler violence, the blockade of the Gaza
Strip, the desecration of the Al-Agsa Mosque
in Jerusalem, as well as Israel’s atrocities
against Palestinians over the decades.

In the aftermath of the attack, more than
4,000 Palestinians in Gaza have been killed
in air and artillery strikes carried out by
the Israeli military in response in the past
two weeks. Israeli troops are also massing
along the Gaza boundary and Palestinians
are bracing themselves for a major ground
operation.

Israel has at the same time imposed a total
blockade on the territory, denying it food, fuel
and other essentials.

French film on Khmer Rouge’s atrocities in Cambodia
to be shown at IAF cinematheque

TEHRAN-The Cinematheque of the Iranian
Artists Forum (IAF) in Tehran will screen “The
Missing Picture,” a 2013 Cambodian-French
documentary film directed by Rithy Panh on
Sunday.

Being the 34th film shown in the
documentary program of the cinematheque,
the movie will be shown at 5 p.m. at Nasseri
Hall and will be followed with a review
session chaired by filmmaker Omid Abdollahi,
ILNA reported on Saturday.

“The Missing Picture” is a recreation of
the atrocities that existed during the ruling
period of Khmer Rouge, the name that
was popularly given to members of the
Communist Party of Kampuchea (CPK) and
by extension to the regime through which the
CPK ruled Cambodia between 1974 and 1979.

A communist political group, the Khmer
Rouge had taken power in the country
following the Cambodian Civil War. Lasting
for four years, the Cambodian Genocide

was an explosion of mass violence that saw
between 1.5 and 3 million people killed at the
hands of the Khmer Rouge.

Panh’s film portrays his memories of living
in a Khmer Rouge labor camp. Realizing he
didn't have any photographs that might
help to paint a picture of the horrors of
genocide, he used ceramic figures to depict
his lost childhood while providing eloquent
testimony to his family’s tragedy.

The 95-minute documentary was screened
in the Un Certain Regard section at the
2013 Cannes Film Festival where it won the
top prize. It was also screened in the World
Cinema section at the 2013 Cinemanila
International Film Festival where it won the
Grand Jury Prize.

Furthermore, it won the Lumiéres Award for
Best Documentary at the 21st Lumiéres Awards
and was nominated for the César Award for Best
Documentary Film at the 41st César Awards as
well as for the Academy Award for Best Foreign

Language Film at the 86th Academy Awards.

The Iranian Artists Forum is situated
at Artists Park on North Mousavi Street,

Talegani Street.

Hollywood stars urge Biden to push for ceasefire

Hollywood A-listers including Joaquin
Phoenix, Cate Blanchett, Mark Ruffalo, Jessica
Chastain, Mahershala Ali, and Susan Sarandon
have urged US President Joe Biden to call for a
ceasefire in Israel’s war with Hamas.

In a letter released on Friday, dozens of
entertainment figures called on Biden to
facilitate an end to the bombing of Gaza and
the release of all captives held by Hamas, Al
Jazeera reported on Saturday.

“We ask that, as President of the United
States, you call for an immediate de-
escalation and ceasefire in Gaza and Israel
before another life is lost” the celebrities
wrote in the letter organized by Artists 4
Ceasefire Organization.

“More than 5,000 people have been killed
in the last week and a half - a number any
person of conscience knows is catastrophic.
We believe all life is sacred, no matter faith
or ethnicity and we condemn the killing of
Palestinian and Israeli civilians”

in Israel-Hamas war

“We urge your administration, and all world
leaders, to honor all of the lives in the Holy
Land and call for and facilitate a ceasefire
without delay - an end to the bombing of
Gaza, and the safe release of hostages,” the
letter added.

The more than 70 signatories also include
Riz Ahmed, Kristen Stewart, Jeremy Strong,
Rosario Dawson, Oscar Isaac, and Andrew
Garfield among others. The list includes
prominent Jewish, Muslim and Christian actors.

The statement also includes a comment
from UNICEF spokesperson James Elder,
emphasizing the devastation inflicted on
the population of Gaza by ongoing Israeli air
strikes and blockades on water and power.

“Children and families in Gaza have
practically run out of food, water, electricity,
medicine and safe access to hospitals,
following days of air strikes and cuts to all
supply routes,” Elder's statement reads.
“Gaza’s sole power plant ran out of fuel

Wednesday afternoon, shutting down
electricity, water and wastewater treatment.
Most residents can no longer get drinking
water from service providers or household
water through pipelines... The humanitarian
situation has reached lethal lows, and yet all
reports point to further attacks. Compassion
— and international law — must prevail”

Israel pledged to eradicate Hamas after
the armed group carried out the deadliest
attacks on the country in decades, and has
bombarded Gaza with air strikes ahead of an
expected ground offensive.

Israeli strikes on the enclave have so far
killed at least 4,130 people. Biden has backed
Israel in its war against Hamas.

Oxfam and United Nations agencies have
warned that Gaza is facing a humanitarian
catastrophe amid a growing risk of cholera
and other deadly infectious diseases due to
the collapse of water and sanitation services.
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