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Iranian president to 
visit Tajikistan on 
November 7

DUSHANBE - Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi will pay a two-day visit to Dushanbe 
on November 7 for talks with Tajik President 
Emomali Rahmon, the Tajik leader’s 
spokesperson told TASS on Thursday.

“The Iranian president will pay an official 
visit to Tajikistan on November 7-8. A bilateral 
meeting with the Tajik president followed 
by a second meeting with a wider circle are 
planned within the framework of the visit,” 
Abdufattoh Sharifzoda said.

Earlier, Tajikistan’s Committee for 
Investment and State Property Management 
reported that a forum for entrepreneurs from 
the two countries will be held in Dushanbe on 
November 8-9.

In September, the leaders of Tajikistan and 
Iran held a bilateral meeting on the sidelines 
of the 78th UN General Assembly in  Page 2

ECO members sign 
MOU on establishing 
EU-China transport 
corridor via Iran

TEHRAN - The transport ministers and 
representatives of the member states of the 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) on the creation of a new transport 
corridor from China to Europe via Iran, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan in Tashkent on 
Thursday.

The MOU was signed on the sidelines of 
the 12th meeting of ECO transport ministers 
which was held in the capital of Uzbekistan 
with the participation of Iran’s Deputy 
Transport Minister Shahriar Afandizadeh, IRIB 
reported.

The unification of tariffs on transportation 
procedures and border processes will be 
implemented within the framework of  Page 4
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Exclusive
Secret Voice of David Petraeus

The General’s 
Delusional Plan 

Hezbollah chief:

Raisi inaugurates 
major projects in 
Kordestan Province

TEHRAN - President Ebrahim 
Raisi inaugurated several major 
infrastructure and development 
projects in Kordestan Province, 
western Iran, on Thursday, IRNA 
reported.

The projects were put into operation 
as part of President Raisi’s second visit 
to the province during his tenure.

During this trip, in addition to 
following up on the projects approved 
in his previous visit to the province 
and public meetings, the president 
inaugurated the Sanandaj-Hamedan 
railway project, the Saqqez airport, and 
several water and electricity projects.

In the first part of President Raisi’s 
visit to Kordestan, the Hamedan-
Sanandaj railway project was  Page 4

Gaza crisis will accelerate 
America’s decline

By Dr. Jin Liangxiang, SIIS Senior Research Fellow

    The latest round of tensions between Israel 
and Palestine will continue for some time. Despite 
uncertainties of the endgame, the implications at both 
regional and global levels are already visible. One of 
the most evident could be the further decline of the 
U.S. in the region and in the world as the U.S. had been 
demonstrating its own hypocrisy in full manners, which 
will further expand the divide between the U.S. and the 
world as dissatisfactions grow.

    Firstly, the crisis would increase the divide between 
the American public and politicians. There have long been 
divisions in the United States regarding its policy toward 
Israel and the Palestine-Israel conflict in general. While 
the White House and the Congress would resolutely 
stand with Israel, intellectuals, scholars and middle 
classes are very clear that American governments are 
spending their revenues on issues irrelevant with its own 
national interests. John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt 
in their famous book titled as The Israel Lobby and U.S. 
Foreign Policy  Page 5

More than 9,000 dead 
in Gaza

More than 9,000 people have been killed by the 
Israeli military in the Gaza Strip, according to the 
enclave’s health ministry.

Doctors Without Borders (MSF) announced that 
there are still over 20,000 injured people in the Gaza 
Strip after the first batch of patients was allowed 
Wednesday to cross the Egyptian border via the Rafah 
Crossing.

Air strikes destroyed another Palestinian residential 
block on Thursday, this time in the crowded Bureij 
refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip.

The civil defence spokesman in Gaza told Al Jazeera 
they had recorded the bodies of 15 people, while dozens 
more are feared dead and wounded under the rubble.

An Israeli air strike also killed a Palestinian journalist 
along with several members of his family in southern 
Gaza, according to local media. 

Mohammad Abu Hattab, a reporter for Palestine 
TV, was killed by a strike on his home in Khan Younis 
on Thursday, Wafa news agency reported. Eleven 
members of Abu Hattab’s family were killed too, 
including his wife, son and brother, the report added.

Iran FM discusses Gaza 
developments with Hamas chief 

TEHRAN – Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian discussed in a phone call on Friday the 
latest developments in Gaza and the West Bank with 
Ismail Haniyeh, the chief of the political bureau of the 
Palestinian resistance movement Hamas. 

The two have had extensive communication during 
the past few weeks while Israel is continuing its 
relentless heavy bombardments of the besieged Gaza 
Strip. The regime has also been targeting Palestinians 
in the occupied West Bank. 

Amir Abdollahian and Haniyeh have met twice since 
October 7. Their last meeting came on Tuesday, when 
Iran’s senior diplomat held talks with the Hamas leader 
in Doha, Qatar. 

During the meeting, Haniyeh underlined that the 
Israeli regime has resorted to the massacre of civilians, 
as it knows that it stands no chance against the 
fighters of resistance forces. 

Amir Abdollahian, for his part, stressed the 
independence of resistance groups in West Asia and 
said they do not necessarily need to wait for a political 
decision.  Page 3

Is the Israeli army 
advancing in Gaza City? 

By Ali Karbalaei 

TEHRAN - Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has claimed that the regime’s troops have 
pushed through the outskirts of Gaza City. 

A statement released by his office alleges:

“We’re at the height of the battle. We’ve had 
impressive successes and have passed the outskirts of 
Gaza City. We are advancing.”

In a separate post on social media, the Israeli PM 
wrote:

“Today with our fighters in the field. We have very 
impressive successes; we are already more than the 
outskirts of Gaza City. We are making progress. Nothing 
will stop us. We will move forward. We will advance and 
win.”

The chief of staff of the Israeli military has claimed 
that troops are operating inside Gaza City and are 
surrounding it from several directions.

In a statement from an air force base, reported by 
Israeli media, Herzi Halevi said:  Page 5

Israeli Goals 
in Gaza Foolish 
and Unattainable 
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TEHRAN- The IRGC chief com-

mander on Thursday has likened 
the Zionist regime’s presence in the 
eastern Mediterranean to a “dag-
ger plunged into the body of the 
Islamic world”. 

Major General Hossein Sala-
mi also said that the Tel Aviv re-
gime acts like a “leverage” for the 
Western countries who are seek-
ing to pursue their bloody policies 
through military presence in the 
region. 

Speaking in a large gathering of 
Friday imams and Basij command-
ers, he also described the U.S., 
Britain, and Israel as “inseparable 
parts of an obvious conspiracy,” 
emphasizing that they act in three 
separate geographical parts of the 
world but with coherently devel-
oped policies. 

Regarding the Westerners’ in-
tervention in the region, General 
Salami stated on Thursday morn-
ing that Westerners seek to dom-
inate the Islamic world, precisely 
the Persian Gulf region, to advance 
their policy and take the political 
destiny of the Muslims into their 
own hands.

“No concept of Islamic world 
before the Islamic Revolution”

The IRGC chief said that there 

was no concept of an “Islamic 
world” before the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution. 

Yet, he said, it was formed by the 
late founder of the Islamic Revolu-
tion and the Supreme Leader.

“Upon the statement of the Brit-
ish government on the formation 
of a Jewish state about 75 years 
ago, Palestinians were displaced 
from their lands, their lands were 
grabbed and the Haganah terror-
ists massacred their families,” said 
General Salami, adding that simul-
taneously Muslim nations were 

silent and plunged into the “deep 
ignorance”.       

Since 45 years ago with the on-
set of the Islamic Revolution, the 
arrogant countries have turned the 
region into “a battlefield,” the major 
general lamented, stressing that 
this is the first time that Islam has 
shown its influence in equations 
and developments in the world.

 The general was indirectly refer-
ring to Saddam Hussein’s invasion 
of Iran in September 1980 with the 
instigation of the West, the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in Decem-

ber 1979, Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990, U.S. invasion of Afghani-
stan in 2001, Iraq in 2003, etc. 

Pointing to the speech of Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei with students on 
Wednesday, two days ahead of 
National Student Day, Salami 
touched on enemies’ efforts to 
deviate the minds and hearts of 
Iranian youth, adding that the 
media propaganda is run to con-
nect the minds of the youth with 
the insidious history of America’s 
dark era.

From page 1   He suggested that preventing ag-
gression among the SCO members could serve as a 
paradigm for such initiatives.

Furthermore, he hailed China’s recognition of 
Iran’s role in regional affairs and its congratula-
tions to the Islamic Republic for its membership in 
both the SCO and BRICS.

The former chief of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps also addressed the United 
States’ “unlawful and inhumane unilateral co-
ercive measures”, underscoring the crucial role 
of the Chinese government in countering the 
American government’s pursuit of hegemonic 
power and unilateral policies.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Rahim Safavi empha-
sized the oppression against Palestinian people 
and their legal rights.

He considered the Al-Aqsa Storm operation by 
the Palestinian resistance group Hamas against 
Israel a legitimate act of defense against 75 years 
of occupation of the Palestinian lands by the Zion-
ist regime of Israel.

He also reprimanded Washinton’s unwavering 
support for the Zionist regime in its war on the Gaza 
Strip, saying the U.S. is in full command of the ongo-
ing war that started on October 7.

The top military advisor described the Zionist re-
gime’s war on Gaza as “genocide” and insisted on the 

need to immediately announce a truce in the war and 
deliver humanitarian aid, including water, food, med-
icine, and fuel, to the besieged enclave of Gaza.

Major General Rahim Safavi also said the role of 
China is highly important to counter the American 
hegemony and unilateralism in the world.

Rahim Safavi also held talks with the chief of the 
China Institutes of Contemporary International Re-
lations (CICIR) on geopolitics.

As an important think tank, CICIR has a great 
share in crafting China’s strategic policies.

The assistant to the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion also shared views with the director of the China 
Institute of International Studies (CIIS) on issues in 
Asia and the larger world. 

Rahim Safavi also visited the People›s Liberation 
Army Academy of Military Sciences.

“Iranian military is an important partner of Chi-
na’s army”

For his part, General Zhang praised the partic-
ipation of the top Iranian military advisor in the 
Beijing Xiangshan Forum and said China and Iran 
have been guarding their good relationship in the 
highly volatile world.

Zhang also said China is aware of Iran’s role in 
the West Asia region and greeted Iran’s member-
ship in the SCO and BRIC.

Iran gained full membership of the SCO in July 
2023. It became the ninth member of the bloc at the 
23rd summit of the SCO Council of Heads of States 

Also, Iran will officially join BRICS as of January 1, 
2024.

The CMC vice chairman also said Iran’s “armed 
forces are one of the important partners of China’s 
army” and the presidents of the two countries at-
tach great importance to the promotion of cooper-

ation in different areas, IRNA reported.

Xiangshan Forum

The 10th Beijing Xiangshan Forum officially be-
gan on October 30 with representatives from a 
record number of countries, regions, and interna-
tional organizations.

Foreign experts who participated at the forum 
said the event provided all parties with a platform 
to talk in a frank manner that contributes to bet-
ter communication, better understanding of each 
other›s positions, and better resolutions to ques-
tions, the Global Times reported. 

Official delegations from more than 90 coun-
tries, regions and international organizations par-
ticipated in the forum.

It featured high-end dialogues, a leading experts 
dialogue, a seminar by young military officers and 
scholars, and a symposium on Sun Tzu›s Art of War

Four plenary sessions were held with a focus on 
Major Countries› Responsibility and Global Securi-
ty Cooperation, the Role of Developing Countries in 
Global Security, Asia-Pacific Security Architecture: 
Present and Future, as well as Regional Security and 
Development: Goals and Roads.

China›s Assistant Foreign Minister Nong Rong said in 
a speech at the forum on Tuesday that China would hold 
high-level conferences on the Global Security Initiative 
(GSI) at an appropriate time. Experts and many del-
egates reached by the Global Times at the forum said 
that the so-called rules-based international order has 
already caused at least two major geopolitical crises in 
Europe and the Middle East, so it is time for the world to 
form a new order that can realize «common security» 
and «lasting peace,» which are the themes of the fo-
rum. They said the China-proposed GSI is an important 
contribution to this global demand.

TEHRAN - The Permanent Representative 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United 
Nations Office and other international organi-
zations in Geneva has emphasized the impor-
tance of lifting sanctions to facilitate the glob-
al development of science, technology, and the 
building of a better world.

Ali Bahraini made the remarks while de-
livering a speech as the president of the 15th 
session of the Social Assembly of the Human 
Rights Council on Thursday. 

Bahraini pointed out that the global Coronavi-
rus epidemic has highlighted the need for coop-
eration and solidarity in ensuring equal access 
to resources necessary to combat such crises. 
He posed a moral question, asking whether the 
world would face similar challenges if faced with 

another crisis like COVID-19.

«If the barriers to technology transfer and uti-
lization are lifted, science, technology, and inno-
vation can serve as the foundation for construct-
ing a better world,» the Iranian diplomat stated, 
underscoring that every country can harness its 
potential for development and become a comple-
mentary force for global advancement if certain 
states put an end to their colonial policies. 

Furthermore, Bahraini highlighted the role 
of technology in fostering a brighter future 
for all, with a particular focus on empowering 
women and youth. 

During the two-day meeting that began 
on Thursday, over 60 participants, including 
high-ranking officials, diplomats, and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, engaged in discussions 

on the theme of science, technology, and innova-
tion in promoting human rights, especially in the 
post-pandemic recovery phase. 

Ruhollah Dehghani, the Iranian vice president 
for science, technology, and knowledge-based 
economy, was also present at the meeting.

TEHRAN- In separate calls with 
Syrian and Qatari foreign ministers 
on Friday, Iran’s Amir Abdollahian 
conferred on the latest develop-
ments in the Gaza Strip, includ-
ing the Israeli “genocide and war 
crimes” in the besieged enclave. 

Discussing Iran’s latest diplo-
matic efforts, Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian talked with Syrian Foreign 
Minister Faisal Mekdad about Teh-
ran’s efforts such as consultations 
and providing aid to Gazans. 

The readiness of Palestinian 
resistance and other resistance 
groups in the region to counter the 

Tel Aviv regime along with the readi-
ness of resistance groups to counter 
any possible scenario were among 
the key terms of discussion between 
the two sides. 

The top Iranian diplomat cen-
sured the occupying Israeli regime 
for its “barbaric war crimes”, in-
cluding the killing of women, chil-
dren, civilians, and the extensive 
destruction of vital infrastructure 
in the Gaza Strip.

He also blamed the Zionist regime 
and the U.S. “responsible” for the 
consequences of war crimes in the 
Gaza Strip.

For his part, Mekdad pointed to 
Syria’s unwavering support for Pal-
estine and the axis of resistance, 
emphasizing the need for the unity 
of the Islamic world to confront the 
Zionist apartheid regime.  

He also put an emphasis on the 
necessity of being vigilant against 
the trickery of America and Israel.

Mekdad, in the end, called Syria’s 
principled position in support of Pal-
estine “definite and unchangeable”.

In continuation of his political 
consultations with foreign ministers 
worldwide, Amir Abdollahian and 

Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh Mo-
hammed Bin Abdulrahman al-Thani 
exchanged opinions over the latest 
developments in Gaza.

The Iranian and Qatari sides 
both insisted on an “immediate 
cease-fire, end of war crimes, and 
sending humanitarian aid to the 
Gaza Strip”.

Some proposed initiatives regard-
ing the possibility of a temporary 
ceasefire or expanding the scope 
of the war were also discussed be-
tween the Iranian and Qatari foreign 
ministers as well.

Military advisor offers Iran-China understanding regarding threats, interests 

Iran advocates lifting of sanctions for a “better world”

Iran FM consults with Syrian and Qatari counterparts on Gaza 

In a note addressed to the British Guardian 
newspaper, Kayhan discussed the relationship 
between Iran and the resistance front, saying: 
Hezbollah, Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad form the core of Iran’s foreign policy in re-
sisting America in the Middle East and avoiding 
an all-out war. However, Iranian leaders have 
warned that the world is closer to a regional war 
in the Middle East as Israel has crossed the red 
lines. Iran says while it supports such “resis-
tance forces,” they operate independently. But 
according to Emile Hokayem of the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Iran 
arms, supports, and guides them but rarely gives 
orders. Westerners have difficulty understanding 
these chains of command. Iran’s partners are like 
younger but reliable brothers. Hamas (and even 
Hezbollah) do not expect direct and sustained 
help from Iran during a conflict.

Iran: Europe’s stupidity again

In an analysis of the London massive demon-
stration in support of Palestine, the Iran news-
paper wrote: This demonstration was strange 
and unbelievable for the claimants of human 
rights! For this reason, a few days ago, The Times 
newspaper fully faulted Iran for demonstration 
of tens of thousands of people in London in sup-
port of Palestine, claiming that Iran is confiscat-
ing the London demonstration! In this regard, 
the Supreme Leader sarcastically said: “There is 
an idiot who says that the gathering of people in 
England is all Iran’s fault. The Basij of London and 
Basij of Paris must have done this!”  The fact is 
that the historic operation of the Al-Aqsa Storm 
revealed both the depth of vulnerability and in-
telligence weakness of the Zionist regime re-
vealed the phony image that Tel Aviv had created 
of itself as the only democracy in the Middle East. 
Furthermore, today the whole world has under-
stood that Israel is a “bloodthirsty” regime and 
its accomplices are America, England, France, 
etc. When the global awakening in support of 
Palestine is beyond the imagination of the “old 
fox” (Britain), it acts stupidly and blames Iran for 
the London demonstration!

Shargh: Iran’s effort to create peace in the 
region

Shargh dedicated its headline to Amir Abdol-

lahian’s trip to Ankara in the continuation of his 
negotiations for a ceasefire in Israel’s war on 
Gaza. It wrote: Apparently, all things indicate 
that the Israeli killing machine cannot be turned 
off soon. Although the news and evidence indi-
cate that the U.S. and Israel are not listening to 
the regional and global pressure to end the at-
tacks on Gaza and establish a ceasefire, Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian, in continuation of his region-
al trips, on Wednesday traveled from Doha to 
Ankara to have a consultation with the Turkish 
authorities to find a political solution to the war 
between Hamas and Israel through joint efforts. 
This point is important because Doha, through 
continuous diplomatic efforts with the author-
ities of Hamas and Israel, seeks to facilitate a 
trade of prisoners between the two sides, end 
the attacks on Gaza, and establish a perma-
nent ceasefire in this strip. Speculations show 
a prisoner exchange between Hamas and Israel, 
which is being carried out through the Qataris, 
was one of the most important points of Amir 
Abdollahian’s consultations in Doha, which has 
also been followed in Ankara so that Tehran can 
be part of the regional political triangle (Teh-
ran-Doha-Ankara).  A focus on the exchange of 
prisoners between Israel and Hamas can help 
create a ground for establishing a ceasefire.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Iran is an excuse, selling 
weapons is the goal

Siasat-e-Rooz devoted its editorial to the re-
peated claims of the United States against Iran. 
The paper said: After a long time, the Americans 
had abandoned their repeated claims about 
Iran’s role in the war in Ukraine. U.S. Secretary of 
State Anthony Blinken, speaking in the Senate, 
claimed in a provocative move that Russia’s vic-
tory over Ukraine with Iran’s support emboldens 
Moscow and Tehran. The U.S. Secretary of State, 
who was present at the gathering of American 
lawmakers, claimed that Russia’s aid to Iran in 
the field of technology could be used against Is-
rael or America. These claims, which have never 
been documented, were made by Blinken. And it 
can be said that Blinken, by repeating anti-Iran 
claims, is seeking to prompt Republicans in Con-
gress to back aid for Ukraine so that they could 
plan for more war and continue supporting 
Ukraine. That means more weapons.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Westerners have a problem 
understanding Iran-resistance front ties 

IRGC chief likens 
Israel to a dagger 

plunged into body 
of Islamic world

TEHRAN – Ali Bagheri Kani, deputy foreign min-
ister of Iran for political affairs, has said the legit-
imacy of international human rights is dependent 
on stopping merciless killings in the Gaza Strip. 

Bagheri made the remarks in a meeting with 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker 
Türk in Geneva ate Wednesday where they dis-
cussed the deplorable situation of Gaza, the sys-
tematic and targeted violation of human rights 
there, the need to make efforts to end war crimes 
and massacre against the Palestinians, according 
to the Iranian foreign ministry.

In the meeting, the Iranian deputy foreign min-
ister voiced grave concern over the relentless 
massacre of people in Gaza and the killing of in-
nocent women and children by the Zionist regime 
as well as the role of the United States and sev-
eral other Western countries in supporting the 
perpetuation of crimes in Gaza, asking the UN 
high commissioner for refugees, as the highest 
international authority on human rights, to make 
effective attempts to stop the killing of innocent 
people and continued systematic violation of Pal-
estinian people’s rights by the Zionist regime.

He said the Israeli regime’s claim of legitimate 
defense is not acceptable in international law, 
adding international regulations provide no legit-
imacy for an occupier to defend itself against the 
people under its occupation.

Bagheri then touched upon the occupying Zi-
onists’ inhumane behavior in destroying Gaza, 
adding, “Today, the world is grieving over differ-
ent types of crimes being committed by savage 
Zionists in Gaza, and the Zionists have practically 
turned into unrivaled record-holders in terms of 
the diversity of crimes and merciless killings.”

“In addition to killing the people of Gaza, the 
Zionist regime is at the forefront of destroying 
all international laws and regulations; so, inter-
national institutions, especially the mechanisms 
which are part of the United Nations, have even a 
heavier responsibility toward the crimes and acts 
of aggression committed by this ruthless regime.”

The top Iranian diplomat noted that interna-
tional human rights mechanisms, including the 
UN high commissioner for human rights, should 
act as a yardstick to assess the human rights 
situation in the world, adding, “The extent and 
diversity of the crimes committed by the occu-
piers in Gaza are so huge that the legitimacy of 
international human rights mechanism will be 
accepted only if they take practical action to stop 
the killings in Gaza.”

Putting an end to the killing of innocent people 
is a human responsibility and an undeniable ne-
cessity to stem the spread of the crisis, Bagheri 
underlined. “Iran has focused all its efforts to 
put an unconditional end to the killing of people 
in Gaza, sending in humanitarian aid immediate-
ly, lifting the blockade on Gaza and preventing 
the forced migration of Palestinians to and from 
Gaza, and accordingly, is ready to engage with in-
ternational organizations, namely the office of the 
UN high commissioner for human rights, to meet 
these humanitarian demands,” he said.

Bagheri referred to the role and status of the 
high commissioner for human rights, calling on 
the UN official to travel to Gaza to help put an 
immediate end to the killing of innocent Pales-
tinian people and prevent any further violations 
of human rights.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Legitimacy of international human rights 
dependent on ending Gaza killings: Iran



Ex-Iran volleyball 
player Mina Fathi 
passes away
TEHRAN – Former Iran woman volleyball 

player Mina Fathi passed away on Friday.

She died at the age of 77. 

Fathi helped Iran win a bronze medal in the 
1966 Asian Games held in Bangkok, Thailand.

Fathi represented Iran in three 1966, 1970 
and 1974 Asian Games. Tehran Times extends 
deepest sympathy to Fathi’s family, loved ones, 
and friends over her demise.

Persepolis, 
Esteghlal held, 
Sepahan suffer 
home loss at PGPL
TEHRAN – Persepolis football team suffered 

a late home 2-2 draw against 10-man Sanat 
Naft in the 2023/24 Iran’s Persian Gulf Pro 
League (PGPL) on Thursday.

Ali Yousif Hashim Najatee put the visiting 
team into the lead with a header in the 14th 
minute in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

Sanant Naft defender Hossein Sangargir was 
shown his second yellow card before the break.

Persepolis winger Mohammad Omri leveled 
the score before the hour mark and Giorgi 
Gvelesiani was on target from the penalty spot 
in the 75th minute.

Persepolis winger Danial Esmaeilifar scored 
an own goal in the dying moments of the match.

Earlier in the day, Esteghlal were held to a 
2-2 draw by Shams Azar in Qazvin and Sepahan 
suffered a 3-2 home loss against Malavan.

Tractor also defeated Nassaji 3-0 in Tabriz 
and Aluminum and Zob Ahan shared the spoils 
in a 1-1 draw in Arak.

AFC awards  
Al-Ittihad 0-3 win 
after suspended 
match at Sepahan
TEHRAN - Iranian football team Sepahan 

were penalized with a 3-0 loss and a fine over 
a canceled Asian Champions League match 
against Saudi Arabia’s Al Ittihad.

The match was called off last month when 
the Saudi team — featuring former Premier 
League stars such as N’Golo Kante and Fabinho 
— walked out at the last minute in Isfahan’s 
Naghsh-e Jahan Stadium.

The Asian Football Confederation ruled that 
Al Ittihad should be awarded a 3-0 win and that 
Sepahan should pay a fine of $200,000.

Sepahan were also banned from hosting its 
next three Asian Champions League matches 
at home.

The AFC did not issue a public statement 
about the decision, and still listed the game 
result as “canceled” on its website Thursday.

Ghoddos’ goal 
nominated for PL award
TEHRAN - Brentford’s Saman Ghoddos 

and Bryan Mbeumo have been recognized by 
the English Premier League (EPL) for their 
contributions in October.

Ghoddos and Mbeumo are both in the running 
for Goal of the Month, while the latter has also 
been nominated for Player of the Month.

Ghoddos’s nomination comes for his strike 
against Burnley at Gtech Community Stadium.

Three minutes after his introduction, with 
the Bees leading 2-0, a headed clearance 
dropped towards Ghoddos 25 yards out.

The attacker took one touch to control the 
ball before arrowing a fierce half-volley beyond 
James Trafford.

It was a fitting way to wrap up an impressive 
first home win of the campaign.

Bm Khatoon’s 
fixture at 2023 
AFC Women’s Club 
Championship 
announced
TEHRAN – The fixture of Iran’s Bam Khatoon 

in the 2023 AFC Women’s Club Championship 
-Invitational Tournament was revealed.

Over in Uzbekistan’s capital city Tashkent, 
Group B will be contested by Sydney FC, Hyundai 
Steel Red Angels Women’s FC, FC Nasaf, and 
Bam Khatoon.

The group opener will see a Sydney FC side 
that includes the likes of Cortnee Vine, who 
scored the winning penalty for Australia in the 
shootout against France in the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup Quarter-finals, take on Bam Khatoon 
of Iran, who finished as runner-up of the West 
region in the 2022 edition. The clash will take 
place at 3pm local time at the JAR Stadium on 
November 6.

Later in the day, a duel between home side FC 
Nasaf and Korea Republic’s Hyundai Steel Red 
Angels will commence at the historic Pakhtakor 
Stadium at 6pm.

The action will resume on November 9 with 
Bam Khatoon squaring off against Hyundai 
Steel Red Angels at the JAR Stadium at 3pm 
whereas at the Pakhtakor Stadium, FC Nasaf 
will settle scores against A-League Women 
champion Sydney FC at 6pm.

The final matchday in Group B takes place 
on Sunday, November 12, with Sydney FC 
battling Hyundai Steel Red Angels at 3pm 
at the JAR Stadium while the last showdown 
will witness an exciting duel between FC 
Nasaf and Bam Khatoon FC at the Pakhtakor 
Stadium at 6pm.

Following the completion of the Group 
Stage, the two respective group winners will 
settle scores in one final meeting, which will 
determine the best women’s club side in Asia.

Japan’s Urawa Red Diamonds Ladies, 
Indian Sree Gokulam Kerala FC, Hualien of 
Chinese Taipei and Thailand’s Bangkok FC are 
in Group A.

Mes victorious over 
Foolad: IPL
TEHRAN – Mes football team defeated 

Foolad 3-0 in the 2023-24 Iran Professional 
League (IPL) on Friday.

Mohammad Khodabandehlou opened the 
scoring for the host just seven minutes into the 
match and Brazilian forward Luciano Pereira 
made it 2-0 from the penalty spot in the 79th 
minute. With four minutes remaining, Pereira 
scored the third goal for Mes. 

Havadar and Paykan shared the spoils in a 
goalless draw in Tehran.

Al Hilal’s Neymar to 
undergo surgery
TEHRAN - Neymar will undergo surgery 

on Thursday in his native Brazil after tearing 
a ligament and meniscus in his left knee 
during a national team match last month, the 
Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF) said on 
Wednesday.

The 31-year-old, who joined Saudi Arabian 
side Al Hilal SFC from Paris Saint-Germain 
in August, will be operated on at Mater Dei 
hospital in the southeastern city of Belo 
Horizonte by national team doctor Rodrigo 
Lasmar, CBF said in its statement.

Lasmar previously operated on Neymar 
for a foot fracture in 2018 with Al Hilal also 
confirming that their director of medical 
administration Dr. Juan Duque will also be in 
attendance.

 Neymar was stretchered off in tears during 
Brazil’s 2-0 loss to Uruguay in a FIFA World Cup 
qualifying match on October 17, after colliding 
with opposing midfielder Nicolas de la Cruz.

Exams found the star striker had torn his 
left anterior cruciate ligament, one of the most 
serious knee injuries in football.
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IRAN IN FOCUS
Exclusive: Secret Voice of David Petraeus

TEHRAN – Nasser Kanaani, the 
spokesman for the Iranian foreign 
ministry, has criticized the U.S. policy 
toward the United Nations and the 
UN Security Council. 

Kanaani said the United Nations 
has been taken hostage by the U.S., 
which prioritizes the interests of the 
racist regime of Israel.

In a series of posts on X, Kanaani 
said, “The decimation of the 

#AlBureij camp at the heart of 
the #Gaza Strip in the aftermath 
of assaults by the Zionist regime 
vividly showcases the depth of the 
atrocities and loss of life.”

He added, “The overwhelming 
majority of countries, governments, 
and global nations are calling for an 
immediate cessation of hostilities 
and an end to the wanton and 
destructive assaults perpetrated 
by the Zionist regime against the 

defenseless Gazans. Notably, this 
plea is echoed universally, save for 
the American government and a 
select few European governments, 
persistently engaging in 
interventions under the false pretext 
of championing human rights.”

Kanaani continued, “It is glaringly 
evident that the United States, 
alongside a limited number of 
countries, has effectively taken 
hostage the United Nations and 

the Security Council, prioritizing the 
interests of the racist and criminal 
Israeli regime at the expense of 
international peace, security, and 
#human rights.”

He stated, “The culpability 
of the authorities within these 
governments is as substantial as 
that of the Zionist regime in the 
perpetration of these egregious war 
crimes in Gaza, necessitating their 
accountability.”

TEHRAN – President Ebrahim Raisi visited the 
western province of Kurdistan on Thursday, where 
he held several meetings and inaugurated many 
infrastructure projects. 

In Kurdistan, the president met local officials and 
people and inaugurated several major projects such 
as the Hamadan-Sanandaj railway megaproject. 

Addressing a group of people in Sanandaj, the 
provincial capital, Raisi pointed to the situation in the 
Gaza Strip. 

He stated that today the enemies of Islam have 
created painful conditions for the people of Gaza and 
the free people of the world, according to the official 
website of the Iranian presidency. 

“Today, we are witnessing two scenes; One is 
a dark, criminal scene of the most severe crimes, 
atrocities, aggressions and bombings against the 
people whose crime is only to defend their homeland, 
home and village, and the other is a beautiful scene 
of seeking rights, seeking justice and seeking 
independence that the oppressed people of Gaza 
have created,” Raisi added.

President Raisi described the scene set by the 

people of Gaza with their perseverance and standing 
as a cause for awakening in the world and said, “Today, 
the people of the world have clearly understood that 
the hegemony system led by the United States and 
accompanied by a few evil European countries do 
not think of anything but their own interests, and the 
honor of human beings and human rights have no 
value for them.”

Raisi said, “Today, the people of the world know that 
the main perpetrators of crimes are those who, on the 
surface, are the biggest claimants of human rights and 
in fact are the main violators of human rights. Today, 
thanks to the blood of the martyrs and the guidance 
of the wise leader of the Islamic Revolution, who 
always introduced the usurping Zionist regime as an 
aggressor regime, everyone has realized who the real 
violators and aggressors of human rights are!”

The Iranian president stated, “Today, everyone has 
realized that the foundation of the Zionist regime is 
murder, killing, destruction and aggression. Today, 
everyone has realized the correctness of the position of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and the nations have woken 
up and understood who is a friend and who is an enemy.”

Raisi also attended a meeting with Shia and 
Sunni clerics of the province held at Sanandaj Grand 
Mosque. In this meeting, he said said that the reason 
for the enemies’ enmity with the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to be popular and to raise the flag of divine and 
Islamic values by this system.

“Despite all the conspiracies and intrigues of the 
enemies to stop the country, today, relying on the 
Almighty God and the unique capacity of the youth, the 
country on the path to growth and development, and 
the idea that the Islamic Republic will stop at the will 
of the enemies has completely disappeared,” he stated. 

He said, “The Islamic Republic of Iran is the only 
country that for the past 44 years, has stood by 
the cause of Palestine and the Holy Quds, because 
the policies of our system are based on divine and 
Islamic principles and values, and today’s crimes 
by the Zionists in Gaza prove the correctness of the 
positions of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding 
the Palestinian issue and the wrongness of the 
normalization of relations between some Arab 
countries with this criminal regime.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

UN taken hostage by U.S., Iran says 

Raisi visits Kurdistan Province

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN – With the Israeli 
regime completely baffled by 
the October 7 operation by the 
Palestinian resistance groups, 
a number of former and current 
American officials have stepped 
in to provide the regime with 
strategic pieces of advice. 

One such piece of advice came 
from General David Petraeus, 
the former director of the CIA. In 
a meeting with Israeli officials, 
Petraeus offered a detailed 
roadmap for Israel on how to 
take over the Gaza Strip and then 
administer it afterward.  The Tehran 
Times and Mehr News obtained an 
exclusive recording of the meeting, 
which was also attended by the 
former chief of general staff of 
Israel’s army Aviv Kochavi. 

To begin with, Petraeus’s 
assessment of the whole Gaza 
situation is premised on the 
assumption that the Israeli military 
will successfully reoccupy the 
Gaza Strip entirely, something 
that Israel is incapable of given the 
incompetence of its army in fighting 
head-on ground battles. Aside 
from 1948, when Jewish militias 
slaughtered defenseless Palestinian 
Arabs, the Israeli army has 
historically failed to win any ground 
war. Israel is famously known to 
have won only wars that were short-
timed and relied almost exclusively 
on air power.  This was on full display 
in the 1967 war with Egypt and other 
Arab states. 

But Gaza is an entirely different 
story. Israeli soldiers and 
commanders are stunned by jaw-
dropping Palestinian bravery in the 
besieged strip, where they are being 
reaped like rotten fruits by fighters 

equipped with faith and fortitude. 
Petraeus instead focuses on 

post-war Gaza, where the main 
challenge would be how to prevent 
Palestinian resistance groups from 
“reconstituting” themselves. 

“I see no alternative to the 
destruction of Hamas and I use that 
term specifically because as Aviv 
[Kochavi] knows there is a military 
doctrinal term, it’s a gradation 
you know, you can disrupt, you 
can deny, you can defeat you can 
destroy, I think that it [Hamas] 
has to be destroyed, destruction 
means in military terms that you 
are rendering an enemy incapable of 
accomplishing his mission without 
reconstitution, keep in mind the 
reconstitution piece because this 
is huge task,” the battle-hardened 
American general is heard saying in 
the recording. 

Petraeus said if Israel is to 
completely destroy the Hamas 
movement and the Islamic Jihad 
movement, then it should start 
occupying Gaza City in the north and 
gradually take over all the strip. 

But the main problem, according 

to Petraeus, is how to administer 
Gaza after taking it. He says that the 
Palestinian people won’t help Israel 
in its campaign against Gaza. He 
advised Israel to make clear that it 
won’t administer Gaza in the future.

“I think there has to be an 
acknowledgment that Israel is going 
after to run Gaza for a while and no 
one wants to reoccupy, I know the 
challenges associated with that, but 
I just don’t foresee any confident and 
capable organization coming in,” he 
said, “So, who is going to administer, 
and keep in mind the administration 
not just handing out humanitarian 
assistance, restoring basic services, 
starting reconstruction, getting 
schools, markets, clinics, opening 
all that.”

The American general also 
offered lessons from Iraq, saying, 
“Frankly we did not acknowledge 
sufficiently when we went into Iraq 
and discover that in our phase for 
planning our post-conflict wholly 
inadequate and then took really 
stupid counterproductive decisions 
that created hundreds of thousands 
oppose to the new Iraq rather than 

supporting it.”

The Americans have now made 
it clear that they would like to hear 
from the Israelis about their post-
conflict plans. While the Biden 
administration has qualms about 
Israel’s objectives in Gaza, Tony 
Blinken, the secretary of state, who 
has been keen to highlight his Jewish 
identity, is now reviewing naïve, yet 
dangerous, plans to salvage Israel. 
One such plan is to establish a sort 
of international administration in 
Gaza after destroying the resistance 
groups. Arab media indicated that 
Blinken would raise this idea during 
his current tour of the region.

Press reports suggest that the 
Israelis and their American allies 
are willing to get an Arab force to 
administer Gaza in the future. But 
Arab states roundly reject this idea 
as it will put them in a situation 
where they would overtly act as 
protectors of Israel by suppressing 
resistance from Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Germany has also entertained the 
idea of forming a European force. 
But the problem is that the idea is 
not backed by all European states. 

Of course, all these speculations 
are based on the idea that the 
Palestinian resistance groups will 
be defeated, something that is 
highly unlikely. 

Israel is in a strategic bind and 
there is no way out but to end its 
long-standing oppression of the 
Palestinian people. The balance 
of power in the region is rapidly 
changing. Ironically, the Israeli 
leadership said immediately after 
October 7 that they would change 
the region. The region is changing 
but not in the way the Israeli regime 
expected.

The General’s Delusional Plan 

TEHRAN – Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian discussed in a phone call on Friday the 
latest developments in Gaza and the West Bank with 
Ismail Haniyeh, the chief of the political bureau of 
the Palestinian resistance movement Hamas. 

The two have had extensive communication 
during the past few weeks while Israel is continuing 
its relentless heavy bombardments of the besieged 
Gaza Strip. The regime has also been targeting 
Palestinians in the occupied West Bank. 

Amir Abdollahian and Haniyeh have met twice 
since October 7. Their last meeting came on Tuesday, 
when Iran’s senior diplomat held talks with the 
Hamas leader in Doha, Qatar. 

During the meeting, Haniyeh underlined that 
the Israeli regime has resorted to the massacre 
of civilians, as it knows that it stands no chance 

against the fighters of resistance forces. 

Amir Abdollahian, for his part, stressed the 
independence of resistance groups in West Asia 
and said they do not necessarily need to wait for a 
political decision. 

“Therefore, if the war crimes of the Zionist 
regime continue and the scope of conflict and 
war widens, no party will remain unaffected by 
the consequences and repercussions,” he added.

So far, the Israeli regime has killed more than 
9000 Palestinians, with more than 91% of the 
casualties being civilians. At least half of the 
dead are children. 

Western governments, especially the U.S., 
have been preventing any ceasefire from taking 
effect, saying they don’t want to give Hamas the 

chance to regroup its troops. That’s while more 
than 2.3 million Palestinians have been put under 
a “complete siege” by Israel and do not have 
access to water, food, fuel, and medicine. 

The regime argues that its deliberate 
targeting of civilian areas including hospitals, 
schools, mosques, churches, and refugee camps 
is inevitable. 

Iran FM discusses Gaza developments with Hamas chief 



TEHRAN – Iran and Indonesia’s standards 
authorities have stressed the development of 
technical cooperation between the two countries’ 
halal standards sectors, IRIB reported.

In a meeting between the head of the 
Institute of Standards and Industrial Research 
of Iran (INSO) and the head of the National 
Standardization Agency of Indonesia (BSN), on 
the sidelines of the 18th General Assembly (GA) 
Meeting of the Standards and Metrology Institute 
for Islamic Countries (SMIIC) in Saudi Arabia, the 
two sides agreed to expand cooperation in the 
mentioned sector.

INSO Head Mehdi Eslam-Panah said in this 
meeting that Indonesia, which has more than 12 
percent of the world’s Muslim population, has 
valuable experiences in the halal sector that can 
be used by Iran.

Addressing a ceremony to celebrate the 78th 
anniversary of Indonesia’s Independence Day, held 
by the Indonesian Embassy at the place of Parsian 
Azadi Hotel in Tehran on September 21, 

Indonesian Ambassador to Tehran Ronny 
Prasetyo Yuliantoro said:

Over the years, Indonesia and Iran have shared 
deep-rooted historical and cultural ties that have 
evolved into a dynamic partnership encompassing 
various sectors such as trade, culture, education, 
and people-to-people exchanges.

Government-to-government cooperation 
remains an essential component of our bilateral 
relationship. We have actively engaged in 
diplomatic discussions to address various 
challenges and opportunities based on mutual 
respect and understanding.

The visit of President Ebrahim Raisi to Indonesia 
last May was a testament of the commitment 
of both countries to boost its current bilateral 
cooperation to a higher level.

The two leaders committed in enhancing 
bilateral cooperation especially in the fields of 
trade, health, science and technology.

I am pleased to convey that both sides are 
currently following up the commitment.

Another crucial area of cooperation that I 
also would like to note is between parliaments. 
In many years, our parliamentarians have 
engaged in fruitful exchanges, sharing legislative 
experiences and promoting dialogue on various 

issues of mutual interest.

The collaboration between our parliaments 
is a testament to the democratic principles that 
underpin our societies.

This cooperation not only strengthens our 
diplomatic ties but also ensures that the voices of 
our people are heard at the highest levels.

Also, in an interview conducted by the Tehran 
Times in last August, the envoy said that Iran can 
use Indonesia as a hub for marketing its products 
in the ASEAN countries.

“I think we [ASEAN member states and Iran] 
have some great potential that can be developed, 
for instant now with regard to the health field 
we can have some kind of cooperation, you know 
this is a time that we can increase cooperation in 
health sector”, he stated.

“So, this is a good time and then I believe 
that here is some potential that can be still 
developed between ASEA countries and Iran”, the 
ambassador reiterated.

Speaking about trade and economic ties 
between his country and Iran, the official said, 
“Of course there is a lot of potential between 
Indonesia and Iran especially in the economic 
relation now we increase our cooperation in 
health sector.”

And asked about the problems in the way 
of bilateral trade, he replied, “Of course the 
challenge is how to deal with the payment system 
between the two countries; we have to look for 
the way that can solve the problem of payment in 
the future.”

Meanwhile, in a meeting between board 
members of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) and 
Iran’s new Ambassador to Jakarta Mohammad 
Boroujerdi, at the place of ICCIMA in mid-August, 
the two sides discussed ways of increasing the 
level of trade between the two countries.

During the meeting, the ICCIMA proposed 
establishing a joint fund for facilitating barter 
trade between the private sectors of the two 
countries.

Speaking at the meeting, Boroujerdi 
proposed establishing an Iranian trade center 
or permanent exhibition in Jakarta to facilitate 
trade between the private sectors of the two 
countries.

TEHRAN – The Iran Chamber of Guilds held 
the event of equipping and integrating the 
supervision units of guild chambers across the 
country in Tehran on Wednesday, the portal the 
chamber reported.

The event, organized in collaboration with 
the Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry and the 
Presidential Office, was attended by several 
senior officials including the Industry Minister 
Abbas Aliabadi and his deputies, Head of Iran 
Chamber of Guilds Mojtaba Safaei and the 
chamber’s other board members as well as 
managers and inspectors of Tehran Chamber of 
Guilds and Tehran unions.

Speaking at this event, Aliabadi underlined 
the significant role of the guilds in the country’s 
economy, saying: “The prosperity of production is 
realized with the development of the market and 
the increase of trade union activities, and for this 

reason, trade unions play the most important role 
in the country’s economy.”

In this event, the head of Iran Chamber of Guilds 
expressed his appreciation and gratitude for the 
view of the industry, mining and trade minister 
towards the guilds and the market and said: “It 
has been proven to us that Mr. Aliabadi is more 
concerned about the guilds than any official. So 
that in the meeting of the high supervisory board, 
all the demands of the guilds were accepted, and 
today we are witnessing the implementation 
of one of those demands and the supply of cars 
needed by the inspectors of the guild chambers 
all over the country.”

Safaei further stated: “Therefore, when we 
see that the government is looking to solve the 
problems and demands of the guilds, on the other 
hand, the guilds will serve the government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the consumers.”

TEHRAN - The transport 
ministers and representatives 
of the member states of the 
Economic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) on the 
creation of a new transport corridor 
from China to Europe via Iran, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan in 
Tashkent on Thursday.

The MOU was signed on the 
sidelines of the 12th meeting of 
ECO transport ministers which was 
held in the capital of Uzbekistan 
with the participation of Iran’s 
Deputy Transport Minister Shahriar 
Afandizadeh, IRIB reported.

The unification of tariffs on 
transportation procedures 
and border processes will be 
implemented within the framework 
of the mentioned MOU, according 
to which, a significant share of the 
transit volume from China to Europe 
can be carried out via Iran›s east-
west transit route.

At the meeting, the ECO transport 
ministers also exchanged views 
on strengthening transport 
communications in the ECO region.

The need to finance 
infrastructural projects in the 
ECO region with the participation 
of the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), completing the missing rail 

and road links and strengthening 
the regional corridors including 
Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul and 
Almaty-Tehran-Istanbul and also 
east-west corridors for connecting 
China to Europe as well as Caspian 
Sea routes were among the other 
issues discussed at the meeting. 

Addressing the meeting, 
Afandizadeh expounded on the 
“Iran Road” transport initiative and 
emphasized that all countries in the 
region will be able to have safe and 
cheap access to other destinations 
via Iran using the initiative.

The 13th Meeting of Transport 
Ministers of the ECO will be held in 
Tehran in 2024.

Iran is one of the countries that 
has a special status in trade and 
transit relations due to its strategic 
location and special geography, as 
the country is the passage of several 
important international corridors.

Considering its geographical 
location, Iran can play a significant 
role in the transit of goods in the 
region and benefit a lot from its 
status in this due.

Paying attention to upstream 
documents, especially the country›s 
development plans, and the 
government›s decision to develop 
transit, paying special attention 
to infrastructure development, 
reducing transit time, making it 
cheaper to cross Iran and making 
more advantages over competitors, 
due to the short path for customers, 
can lead to facilitating the 
development of transit so that 
the country can reach the desired 
growth in this due.

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commodities 
valued at $8 billion to China during the first 
seven months of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21-October 22), the head of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA) announced.

According to Mohammad Rezvanifar, China 
was the top export destination of Iranian non-oil 
goods in the mentioned seven-month period.

Also, exporting commodities valued at $10.4 
billion to Iran, China was Iran’s first source of 
non-oil imports in the first seven months of the 
present year, the IRICA head announced.

Based on the data previously released by 
China’s customs administration, the value of trade 
between Iran and China reached $8.540 billion in 
the first seven months of 2023, registering an 11 
percent decline, year on year.

As reported, the Asian country’s export of 
products to Iran accounted for $6 billion of the 
total trade.

China’s exports to the Islamic Republic in 
January-July 2023 registered a 17 percent growth 
compared to the same period last year.

Also, China imported $2.540 billion worth 
of products from Iran in the mentioned seven 
months, registering a 43 percent drop compared 
to last year’s corresponding period.

China had exported $5.130 billion worth of 
products to Iran from January to July 2022.

According to China’s customs administration, 
the trade balance of the two countries in this 
period reached $3.460 billion in favor of China.

The value of Iran’s economic exchanges with its 
leading trade partner, China, stood at $6.5 billion 
during the first six months of 2023.

According to the data released by China’s 
customs administration, the Islamic Republic 
and China traded $15.795 billion worth of 
commodities in 2022, $1.035 billion more than 
the figure for 2021.

As reported, China’s exports to Iran grew by 
14 percent in the period under review compared 
to the preceding year to reach $9.44 billion. The 
Asian country exported $8.258 billion worth of 
goods to Iran in 2021.

The value of Iran’s non-oil exports to China, 
however, registered a two-percent decrease 
in 2022, reaching $6.355 billion. Iran exported 
$6.502 billion worth of goods to China in 2021.

Iran’s share of China’s total global trade last 
year was only 0.25 percent. China’s trade with the 
world reached $6.308 trillion in 2022, of which 
$3.593 trillion was the share of the country’s 
exports and $2.715 trillion was related to imports. 
China’s global trade grew by 4.4 percent last year.

China is one of Iran’s main trade partners that 
has maintained strong trade ties with the Islamic 
Republic despite the strict U.S. sanctions.

Iran and China officially signed the document 
for 25-year comprehensive cooperation in 
March 2021.

The document was signed between Iran’s 
former Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran and China finalized 
16 memorandums of understanding (MOU) under 
the framework of the two countries’ strategic 25-
year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an Iran-China 
comprehensive cooperation program summit 
which was held in Tehran on December 13 in the 
presence of Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad 
Mokhber and China’s Vice Premier Hu Chunhua.

The summit was focused on four areas 
explored by four committees between the two 
countries with the aim of paving the way for the 
implementation of the 25-year agreement.

Iran and China also signed 20 memoranda of 
understanding in the presence of the presidents 
of the two countries in Beijing in mid-February.

Heading a high-ranking delegation, Iran’s 
President Ebrahim Raisi was on a three-day state 
visit to China starting February 14.

During President Raisi’s visit to China, 
Tehran and Beijing signed a number of bilateral 
cooperation documents in the fields of agriculture, 
trade, tourism, environmental protection, health, 
disaster relief, culture, and sports.

The documents include agreements in the field 
of transportation and industry worth $12 billion 
and $3.5 billion, respectively; the agreements 
cover various joint projects like the high-speed 
rail link between Tehran and Mashhad, and 
investment in the Imam Khomeini Airport City.

Investment in Iran’s southeastern Mokran 
Coast and the purchase of Iranian oil were also 
mentioned in the documents.

Raisi’s visit served as an example of the high 

level of mutual trust between China and Iran, as 
well as a milestone for bilateral ties.

Then in mid-July, the agreements signed 
between Iran and China during President Raisi’s 
trip to Beijing in mid-February were turned into 
specified projects during the two countries’ joint 
cooperation committee meeting, the Iranian 
finance and economic affairs minister announced.

Ehsan Khandouzi left Tehran for Beijing on July 
12 to attend the Iran-China Joint Cooperation 
Committee meeting, which was held after four 
and half years.

“With the constructive atmosphere of the 
committee, we will soon witness good events in 
the fields of business and investment”, the official 
wrote on his Twitter account on July 16.

Khandouzi further announced that Iran 
and China are going to begin the execution of 
some joint projects agreed upon in February by 
the presidents of the two countries, as of the 
following month.

According to the minister, the necessary 
follow-ups regarding the mentioned projects 
have been made over the last five months 
and the final decisions for the start of their 
implementations were made during a joint 
business event on July 13.

“President Raisi had an important trip to 
Beijing last winter and good agreements were 
made with the president of China; in this regard, 
the necessary follow-ups were made by various 
ministries during the last five months, and on 
Thursday (July 13) the first joint committee 
between Iran and China was held after 4.5 years,” 
Khandouzi said.

“China is Iran’s largest trading partner and 
the most important destination for the export 
of Iranian goods and an important part of our 
imports are also from China. Last year, China’s 
share in Iran’s (non-oil) trade was 24 percent,” the 
minister added.

Back in early April, the Chinese ambassador 
to Tehran said: “This year is a good year for Iran-
China relations.”

Chang Hua made the remarks in a meeting with 
the members of the Iran-China Joint Chamber of 
Commerce and a number of Iranian traders and 
businessmen, who conduct trade with China, held 
at the place of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA) in Tehran.

TEHRAN - President Ebrahim Raisi inaugurated 
several major infrastructure and development 
projects in Kordestan Province, western Iran, on 
Thursday, IRNA reported.

The projects were put into operation as part 
of President Raisi’s second visit to the province 
during his tenure.

During this trip, in addition to following up 
on the projects approved in his previous visit to 
the province and public meetings, the president 
inaugurated the Sanandaj-Hamedan railway 
project, the Saqqez airport, and several water and 
electricity projects.

In the first part of President Raisi’s visit to 
Kordestan, the Hamedan-Sanandaj railway 

project was put into operation. This project had 
progressed by 60 percent over the last 18 years 
and was halted due to funding problems.

The project was resumed last year after the 
president’s first visit to Kordestan when he 
allocated 140 trillion rials (about $275.5 million) of 
funding for completing the railway.

Considering the importance of railway cargo 
and passenger transportation, the inauguration 
of this project will create direct employment, 
facilitate passenger and cargo transportation 
from the west to the center of the country, reduce 
the cost of cargo transportation, boost tourism 
and, as a result, improve the province’s economic 
condition.

On the second day of the visit, President Raisi 
inaugurated Saqqez city’s airport on Friday.

A plane carrying President Raisi, landed at 
Saqqez Airport around 9:00 AM on Friday, to 
officially launch this newly established airport.

The construction studies of this airport started 
in 1996 and continued until 2005, and from 2005 
until 2014, about 70 billion rials (about $1.37 
million) was spent on it, but in the end, the project’s 
contractor and consultant were dismissed, and its 
implementation was stopped.

During President Raisi’s first visit to Kordestan, 
2.0 trillion rials (about $3.9 million) was allocated 
for the completion of this project, and this airport 
was completed and put into operation with the 

efforts of the 13th Administration and by Iranian 
engineers in an area of 180 hectares and a 
terminal area of 2,500 square meters.

Raisi also inaugurated 10 major water and 
electricity projects worth over 120 trillion rials 
(about $236.1 million) in the province.

As reported, Energy Minister Ali-Akbar 
Mehrabian who accompanied President Raisi 
on this visit, also attended the inauguration 
ceremony of the mentioned projects.

The projects included two major water supply 
projects, two water treatment facilities, and 
implementing irrigation and drainage networks 
for more than 2,700 hectares of farmlands.

The electricity projects, with a total investment 

of 25.1 trillion rials (about $49.8 million), also 
included the development, modification, and 
improvement of the power grid in several cities 
and rural areas across the province.
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Iran, Indonesia to expand co-op in 
halal standards
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integrating market supervision units

Iran exports non-oil goods worth $8b to China in 7 months

Raisi inaugurates major projects in Kordestan Province

ECO members sign MOU on establishing 
EU-China transport corridor via Iran



“It (Storm 
operation) has 
strategic and 

existential 
repercussions and 

will leave its effects 
on the present and 
future of [Israel].” 

The Hezbollah 
chief said whoever 
wants to prevent a 
regional war, must 

quickly stop the 
Israeli aggression 

against Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip.

INTERNATIONAL
S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

NOVEMBER 4, 2023

TEHRAN TIMES 5

There is no sign that the Israelis 
are about to agree to any sort of 
humanitarian pause.

Antony Blinken did dress it up 
by saying we still need to work out 
the ‘where, how and when’ this will 
happen. But almost immediately, 
Benjamin Netanyahu spoke to the 
media to say that they will continue 
with their operation full force.

There will be no ceasefires of 
any kind until they start releasing 
captives, [Netanyahu said].

Now, Antony Blinken did say that 
this humanitarian pause could be 
linked to the release of captives, but 
there seems to be a lot of work to be 
done before that even comes close 
to being able to be delivered.

He also talked about the need for 

Israel to work within humanitarian law 
and the rules of war. It seems as if he’s 
putting a bit of pressure on them from 
the language that he used.

When Blinken says ‘we discussed 
in the way that only friends can’, it 
suggests that diplomatically, that 
means there were a few harsh 
words. Antony Blinken will be aware 
that there is growing concern at the 

pictures constantly being seen out 
of Gaza, including the pictures we’ve 
seen just in this hour alone, and the 
reaction it’s having elsewhere.

Certainly, he has talked about 
how Israel may start to lose public 
opinion, not just around the world, 
but in the US, as well, if those 
pictures continue, and the death toll 
continues to rise.

Blinken pushes for humanitarian relief, but gets few deliverables in Israel

From page 1   “We have advanced another 
significant stage in the war. The forces are in 
the heart of northern Gaza, operating in Gaza 
City, surrounding it, and deepening [the ground 
offensive], and achievements.”

The Israeli military spokesperson, Daniel Hagari, 
boasted that the regime’s army “always come out 
with the upper hand” in battles, using fire from 
“air and sea” when necessary. 

Other Israeli military officials have made similar 
remarks. 

In essence, the regime claims it has encircled 
Gaza City or entered the region’s main city, in their 
land offensive and wider war on the Gaza Strip.

At least 24 Israeli troops and officers have been 
killed in Gaza over the past few days, during the 
ground offensive. Dozens more have been injured, 
with some in critical condition. 

The number of Israeli troop fatalities is rising by 
the day. 

Reports on the ground say Israeli tanks and 
troops have met fierce resistance from Hamas 
fighters as they try to press toward Gaza City.

Other reporters inside the Gaza Strip say the 
Israeli army was unable to advance on any fronts 
because of the fierce resistance it faced.

Hamas is said to have used hit-and-run attacks 
from its underground tunnel network, as well as 
launching mortars at Israeli forces.

Footage published by the resistance shows 
freedom fighters belonging to the armed wings 
of Hamas and its Islamic Jihad ally emerging from 
tunnels to fire at tanks, then disappearing back 
into the vast network.

“The Israeli forces are still outside the city, in 
the outskirts, and that means the resistance is 
heavier than they expected,” a report from inside 
Gaza City indicated. 

Israeli tanks and bulldozers were driving over 
rubble and knocking down structures rather 
than using regular roads, locals told reporters 
inside the Gaza Strip. 

“This is certainly terrain that is more heavily 
sown than in the past with minefields and 
boobytraps,” Iddo Mizrahi, the chief of the 
regime’s military engineers, later admitted to 
the Israeli Army Radio.

“Hamas has learned and prepared itself well,” 
he added. 

Al-Qassam Brigades?, the armed wing of 
Hamas, published new footage showing scenes of 
its fighters engaging enemy vehicles east of the 
Zeitoun neighborhood. One of the vehicles can be 
seen being destroyed from zero distance, in classic 
guerrilla warfare, by planting bombs and using an 
“Al-Yassin 105” shell.

In a televised briefing, Abu Ubeida, the 
spokesperson for the al-Qassam Brigades?, 
declared, “One of the most prominent operations 
of our resistance today was the simultaneous 
operations in northwest Gaza, where our fighters 
were able to destroy 6 tanks.”

Abu Ubaida added that weeks after the start 
of the al-Aqsa Storm battle, the resistance 
is continuing to confront Israeli forces on all 
fronts in Gaza.

Addressing the Israeli settler population, he 
said, “Your leadership is lying to you about the 
number of dead soldiers,” before adding “await for 
more dead soldiers to return in body bags.”

The armed wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the al-
Quds Brigades, said, “We confronted a Zionist force 
in an ambush northwest of Gaza and clashed with it 
from zero distance, causing casualties including one 
dead and one wounded among its ranks.’ 

There was always likely to be a massive 
escalation in the war once Israeli forces 
surrounded Gaza City. 

While Israel managed to advance into rural areas, 
despite dozens of Israeli fatalities and casualties, 
an urban environment would certainly favor the 
defenders of the land over the attacking forces.

At present, Israel appears to be trying to make 
inroads through open fields and green areas, 
undoubtedly where they will make some gains in 
the direction of Gaza City. 

The regime’s troops are equipped with 
warplanes, drones, tanks, and satellites, and that 
hands it the advantage of bombing wide areas 
before moving troops in. 

Hamas fighters may tactically roll back gradually 

until the regime’s troops reach Gaza City, when it will 
become a completely different game altogether. 

Conflict in an urban environment absolutely 
favors the defenders over the attackers, and that’s 
before you factor in the vast tunnel network.

Without a doubt, the Israeli forces will have no 
idea as to where they all are. 

It is going to be very difficult for that next Israeli 
phase, but first of all, it is expected that the Israeli 
infantries will rely on all the regime’s ground and 
air resources to try and move in. 

The invading force will try its best to encircle 
Gaza City. If it manages to do that, then the world 
is going to see a massive escalation. 

So far, that doesn’t appear to have happened, 
contrary to Israeli propaganda. The reality on the 
ground is that the urban environment is seen as 
a much bigger challenge for the military than the 
rural ground they have covered so far.

Boobytraps are believed to lie in wait, while the 
Palestinian resistance will have prepared sniping 
and anti-tank positions. 

The Israeli army will have to contend with a vast 
network of underground tunnels, which Hamas 
has already been using to launch surprise hit-and-
run attacks on troops.

The Israeli army will face a nightmare in carrying 
out its military operation in Gaza while trying to 
avoid a growing death toll of its troops. 

In the archives of modern military history, this 
is going to be one of the most difficult ground 
operations that any army has to carry out in one of 
the smallest territories in the world. 

For the Israeli goal (which has been described 
as a dream) to achieve its objective of destroying 
Hamas, it would be complicit in the killing of 
around 230 hostages. 

It will backfire on the Israeli settler population, 
who are already extremely fed up with their 
cabinet. This may explain why the occupation 
leaders are boasting about successes. 

But the Palestinian resistance has proven for 
nearly two decades that it will drag this conflict 
out until the regime fails and the morale of its 
troops will no longer live up to the statements of 
its military and political leaders. 

But this is no ordinary resistance. It has a track 
record of steadfastness and an ideology among its 
fighters of a choice between martyrdom or victory. 

While the Israeli occupation regime has ignored 
all the laws of war, its Western sponsors were 
fully aware of the inevitability that civilians would 
be killed in such large numbers during its military 
operations, making them complicit. 

Something U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken failed to address during his meetings with 
Netanyahu and the Israeli war cabinet in Tel Aviv 
on Friday. 

Contrary to Western government statements, 
Hamas and other resistance factions would not 
benefit from any ceasefire to regroup, reassess or 
restore their positions. They are already doing that 
underground. 

The Israeli ground forces appear to be the 
beneficiaries of any halt to the current heavy 
exchange of fire to avoid an increasing death toll, 
something that does not favor the Israeli settler 
population.

A ceasefire would genuinely benefit Gazan 
children, hundreds of thousands of whom need 
urgent humanitarian care and are holed up in a 
tiny blockaded region, where its biggest hospital 
has been forced to switch off one of its generators 
due to a lack of fuel. 

Before October 7, the Palestinian resistance 
had studied all the scenarios, including the most 
barbaric Israeli response, which the Gaza Strip has 
endured on one occasion too many.

The resistance has learned lessons from Israeli 
barbaric war crimes in the past, and today, it 
appears to have carefully planned and prepared 
for the ground invasion. 

Hamas spokesman Ghazi Hamad has said his 
people have a “legal right to fight occupation” and 
will continue to do so.

Hamas added that Palestinians had no 
alternative to the organization because it was the 
only body committed to fighting against Israel’s 
occupation of their land - and that the Palestinian 
Authority in the occupied West Bank has been 
incapable of preventing the Israeli regime from 
expanding its settlement activity.

Is the Israeli army advancing in Gaza City? 

Hezbollah chief: Israeli goals in 
Gaza foolish and unattainable 

TEHRAN - The leader of Lebanon›s 
Hezbollah movement, who broke 
his 28-day silence on the situation 
in Gaza on Friday, has urged Israel 
to be realistic with its future goals 
and plans, putting to question the 
regime’s threats of eradicating 
Hamas.  

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah stated 
that the regime is used to setting 
far-reaching goals it cannot achieve. 
He drew parallels with the regime’s 
previous goal to “crush the resistance 
in Lebanon” and underlined that 
Israel has not yet learned from its 
past mistakes. 

The Hezbollah leader called Israel 
“frail” and said that for a whole 
month, it has been unable to record 
a single military achievement.

“On the Lebanese front, all options 
are on the table,” said Nasrallah, 
warning Hezbollah will be escalating 
its operations against Israel by 
the day and that any development 
depends on Israeli actions in Gaza. 

The Hezbollah chief said whoever 
wants to prevent a regional war, 
must quickly stop the Israeli 
aggression against Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip.

The resistance leader said 
Hezbollah began its offensive 
against Israel on October 8, 
confirming that so far 57 members 
of Hezbollah have been martyred in 
the fight against the regime. 

He added that the daily exchange 
of fire with Israeli forces along the 
Lebanese border is very important as 
it has been unprecedented since 1948.

Addressing the U.S. deployment 
of warships in the region, Nasrallah 
said Lebanon’s resistance 
fighters do not feel intimidated by 
Washington’s increased military 
presence in West Asia. 

Nasrallah said that Hezbollah is 
prepared to act against US navy 
ships in the Mediterranean Sea. 

He said the U.S. rushing to 
help the Zionist regime revealed 
American politicians’ “weakness” 
and “fragility”. 

“Nothing even started and we 
see the countries around the world 
sending their presidents, their 
ministers, their generals, their 
arsenals, their billions to support this 
illegitimate entity,” the Hezbollah 
chief pointed out.

“The American administration 
hurried [to send] its President, 
secretaries, and generals to make 
sure that the Israeli occupation 
survives the aftermath of the 
operation,” he explained. 

Nasrallah however noted that 
the October 7 surprise operation by 
Hamas resistance movement inside 
the occupied territories led to an 
“earthquake” in Israel

“It has strategic and existential 
repercussions and will leave its 
effects on the present and future of 
[Israel],” he said.

Nasrallah also commented on 
the fact that the surprise offensive 
was fully planned and executed by 
Palestinians, saying that goes to 
show that “Iran does not exercise 
any guardianship at all over the 

resistance factions and the real 
decision-makers are the leaders of 
the resistance”. 

“Absolute secrecy is what ensured 
the success of the Al-Aqsa Storm 
operation on October 7,” he averted, 
stressing that Hezbollah was not 
“bothered by Hamas’s concealment 
of the October 7 attack plan”.

He hailed the Hamas operation 
as wise and courageous, noting that 
the group took action with the right 
timing. 

«This battle is spotless at all 
levels. It is one of the clearest and 
purest examples of fighting in the 
path upheld for the sake of God,» he 
highlighted.

The Hezbollah leader pointed 
to the hardships that Palestinians 
had to endure before October 7, 
saying, «The circumstances in 
the last few years in Palestine 
were very tough, especially after 
Benjamin Netanyahu›s fascist, 

idiotic, stupid, and monstrous 
cabinet claimed power”. 

In the current situation, he said, 
the first goal should be to stop the 
war and aggression against Gaza. 
The next goal is for the resistance 
and Hamas to win this battle in Gaza, 
he added.

He also said that Israel would only 
be able to free its captives through 
negotiations.

Nasrallah began his speech 
by offering condolences and 
congratulations to the families of 
those killed in Gaza and the occupied 
West Bank. He praised “the fallen 
martyrs” of Hezbollah and the other 
groups fighting Israel, as well as the 
civilians killed.

“I start by offering my deepest 
condolences to the families of the 
fallen here in Lebanon, and at the 
same we congratulate you as your 
loved ones have won the honor of 
martyrdom,” he said.

“We must also salute the strong 
and brave Iraqi and Yemeni hands 
who are now involved in this holy 
war,” he stated.

“There had to be a major event 
that would shake the usurping 
entity and its supporters in 
Washington and London and this is 
when the blessed operation of the 
October 7 took place”.

Israel’s heavy bombardments of 
Gaza have so far led to the loss of 
more than 9000 civilian lives.  Half 
of the casualties are children, who 
died during the regime’s deliberate 
targeting of hospitals, schools, 
mosques, churches, and refugee 
camps. 

The United Nations has slammed 
the attacks, with the UN General 
Assembly passing a resolution 
that demands the implementation 
of an immediate «humanitarian 
truce» in Gaza. The Israeli regime 
has rejected all calls for a ceasefire, 
claiming it would allow Hamas to 
“re-supply” and “re-group”. The 
U.S. has prevented any resolutions 
from getting passed in the 
Security Council against Israel and 
repeatedly backed the regime’s 
stance on a ceasefire. 

From page 1   had well demonstrated 
the disagreement that reasonable American 
academics had for American politicians.

The latest interactions between U.S. politicians 
and Israel would result in more division in American 
society and policy policy-making community. 
The Gaza crisis saw immediate reaction from the 
White House as Joseph Biden travelled to Israel 
and manifested American staunch support for 
Israel, and asked Congress for aid amounted to 
billions of dollars to Israel in his public speech. But 
the American public was actually not in tune with 
the White House and Congress. Understanding 
occupation as the root cause of the crisis, American 
cities including New York and Washington had seen 
robust demonstrations against Israel’s occupation 
and U.S. policy as well.

The last decade had seen that the U.S. had 
become more and more divided between the 
people and politicians as more and more people 
were expressing dissatisfaction with politicians. 
The current dissatisfaction on Biden’s policy 
toward Israel will expectedly further increase the 
divide between American society and politicians.

Secondly, the crisis will increase the divide 
between the U.S. and its Arab allies. It is true that 
Arab countries would like to see in some way a 
strong U.S. presence in the region so as to get 
security protection. But it is equally true that no 
Arab countries had been sincerely identified with 
U.S. policy in the region as the U.S. had frequently 
interfered in their internal affairs, and had seriously 
undermined the legitimate cause of Palestinians’ 

nationhood with its biased approach. And the last 
decade has particularly seen the Arab world has 
gradually waken from the illusion of American 
protection as the U.S. were more a betrayer rather 
than a protector.

The Gaza crisis, just like many of the previous 
ones, had once again exposed America’s extremely 
biased policy in the Palestine-Israel conflict. 
Instead of taking minimal efforts to deescalate 
the tensions, the U.S. had been sheltering Israel’s 
indiscriminate killings in the Gaza Strip without 
talking about Israeli occupation, which further 
undermined the minimal trust Arab countries 
had for America. The anger was manifested as 
Mohammad Bin Salman, the Crown Prince of 
Saudi Arabia, intentionally kept Antony Blinken 
waiting for 8 hours for a meeting, and Arab leaders 
unanimously refused to meet Joseph Biden after 
his fifteen-hour flight to the Middle East shortly 
after the breakout of Gaza crisis.

The enlarged divide will predictably nullify the 
recent various U.S. visions about the Middle East 
including the plan to build a Middle East version of 
NATO, the Abraham Process, which was about the 
normalization of relations between Israel and Arab 
countries, and IMEC, by which the U.S. had intended 
to build an economic corridor from India to Arab 
Peninsula, Israel and Europe at least for some time.

Thirdly, the crisis will increase the divide 
between the U.S. and other parts of the world. It 
is true that the United States was regarded as a 
leader in the Western world, but its leadership had 
never been recognized by other parts of the world 

despite its own efforts to describe itself as the 
leader of the world. The other parts of the world 
were too much aware of the destructiveness of its 
hegemony, arrogance, selfishness (America First) 
and hypocrisy.

The Gaza crisis could be meaningful in many 
ways, but the prominent one should be another full 
exposure of U.S. hypocrisy. The U.S. had been actively 
and vehemently criticizing the human rights issues 
of other countries including China, Iran and even 
Arab countries in the name of humanitarianism. 
But when the real humanitarian crisis took place 
in the Gaza Strip as a result of Israel’s besiege and 
occupation, the U.S. not only did not criticize Israel 
but sheltered and even encouraged Israel’s actions 
in exacerbating the situation.

Some European leaders did flock to Israel to 
show their unity with Joseph Biden, but it seemed 
that the streets of the U.S. and European countries 
were telling an opposite part of the story. They 
demonstrated against decades of occupation, the 
Gaza siege, the demolition of houses and more 
serious humanitarian crisis. The manifestation 
of U.S. hypocrisy will further expand the divide 
between the U.S. and other parts of the world.

    All in all, it is true that the U.S. is still the 
strongest power economically and militarily in the 
world. But the world, including Arabs, Muslims and 
people in Western and non-Western countries, have 
become more and more aware of the hypocrisy of 
the U.S. government. That will contribute greatly to 
and even accelerate the decline of the U.S.

Gaza crisis will accelerate America’s decline

 Israel claims to have entered Gaza City, Palestinians beg 
to differ 



TEHRAN – Registration of nat-
ural heritage sites on the National 
Heritage List can boost tourism po-
tential in the East Azarbaijan prov-
ince, the provincial tourism chief 
has said. 

preserving the rich history of the 
region is vital to prevent it from be-
ing forgotten, Ahmad Hamzehza-
deh explained on Thursday.

He emphasized the importance 
of accurately recording Azarbai-
jan›s history to give a complete ac-
count of Iran›s history.

The recent registration of Kan-
dovan Historical Village on the 
World Tourism Organization›s list 
is a crucial step for the develop-
ment of the tourism industry in 
the province, he added. 

In addition, Hamzehzadeh men-
tioned that out of the 54 caravan-
serais in Iran that have been regis-
tered globally, three are located in 
this province. 

He also mentioned the registra-
tion of Aras Geopark and its signif-
icant role in the development of 
natural tourism capacities in East 
Azarbaijan province.

Earlier in October, Iran’s Kando-
van village was inscribed on the list 
of 54 best tourism villages by the 
World Tourism Organization.

Kandovan is famous for its ex-
traordinary architecture, where 
people have carved their homes 
into cone-shaped rocks, creating a 
spectacular landscape.

Kandovan, which is Iran’s first vil-
lage to gain the status, faced stiff 
competition from over 200 villages 
from around the globe, yet it tri-
umphed to be counted among the 
world’s tourism gems.

To win the status, Kandovan 
had to meet rigorous criteria set 
by the UN tourism body, which 
included cultural resource pres-
ervation, economic sustainability, 

environmental and social respon-
sibility, and a commitment to 
safety and security.

In September, a selection of 54 
centuries-old Iranian roadside 
inns won a UNESCO label under the 
name: The Persian Caravanserai.

The registration was made at 
the 45th session of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee in Saudi 
Arabia’s capital Riyadh, after care-
fully examining the proposed car-
avanserais located in 24 provinces 
across the country.

“The routes and the locations of 
the caravanserais were determined 
by the presence of water, geo-
graphical conditions, and security 
concerns,” the committee said on 
its website.

The listed caravanserais “are 
considered to be the most influen-
tial and valuable examples of the 
caravanserais of Iran, revealing a 
wide range of architectural styles, 
adaptation to climatic conditions, 
and construction materials, spread 
across thousands of kilometers 
and built over many centuries,” the 
committee said.

“Together, they showcase the 
evolution and network of caravan-

serais in Iran, in different historical 
stages,” it stated.

Experts say that 54 caravanse-
rais are only a small percentage of 
the numerous caravanserais built 
along the ancient roads of Iran. 
However, they showcase the evolu-
tion and network of caravanserais 
in Iran in different historical stages.

 Back in May, Iran’s Aras Geopark 
was added to the UNESCO Global 
Geoparks network.

Situated in East Azarbaijan prov-
ince, Aras Geopark covers an area 
of about 1670 square kilometers, 
sprawling across the whole Jolfa 
county. The topography is generally 
extremely steep and forms aston-
ishing landscapes so the highest 
point in the Jolfa region is the Ki-
yamaki mount with 3347 meters 
and the lowest points include the 
northern boundary and the Aras 
River valley with 720 to 390 meters.

The property has an appropriate 
geo-tourism attraction, because 
of its mountainous landscapes, 
outcropping of different sedimen-
tary and igneous rocks, diversity in 
tectonic structures, semi-cold and 
semi-arid climate, and diverse flora 
and fauna.

Capital of East Azarbaijan prov-
ince, Tabriz, which is well-soaked 
in history and culture for millen-
nia, embraces several histori-
cal and religious sites, including 
Jameh Mosque of Tabriz and Arg 
of Tabriz, and UNESCO-registered 
Tabriz Historic Bazaar Complex to 
name a few.

The ancient city was declared a 
world craft city of carpet weaving 
by the World Craft in 2016. It also 
bore the title of 2018 Islamic Tour-
ism Capital.

Tabriz became the capital of the 
Mongol Il-Khan Mahmud Gazan 
(1295–1304) and his successor. 
Timur (Tamerlane), a Turkic con-
queror, took it in 1392. Some de-
cades later the Kara Koyunlu Turk-
men made it their capital, it was 
when the famous Blue Mosque was 
built in Tabriz.

Having an opulent tourist circuit 
with 27 UNESCO World Heritage 
sites, of which the vast Hyrcanian 
Forest and Lut Desert are among 
the natural properties, Iran seeks to 
acquire a greater share of the glob-
al tourism industry by 2025.

TEHRAN – Maryam Jalali Dehkordi, 
Iran’s deputy minister for handicrafts, 
has stressed on the importance of 
reviving traditional arts and creating 
new products to promote the handi-
craft industry. 

The responsibility of Iran’s handi-
craft sector includes product creation, 
marketing, and entrepreneurship, and 
it is important to have new products 
that pay attention to the environment 
and cater to modern needs, Jalali Deh-
kordi said on Thursday. 

“Our wise and talented ancestors 
were able to create and use everything 
with the available raw materials,” she 
noted. 

“In today’s world, we have a duty 
to revive this art and connect it with 

development and new products from 
these raw materials,” she added.

She also called for cooperation from 
all sectors of the country, including 
universities, knowledge-based com-
panies, and executive areas, to em-
power entrepreneurs and encourage 
trade in this industry. 

She emphasized on promoting the 
value chain of this industry from ed-
ucation to the sale of authentic art, 
which tells beautiful and wise stories.

According to available data, handi-
crafts sector of the country has gen-
erated jobs for more than 2.5 million 
people, of which some 1.5 million are 
registered in government databases 
and around 0.5 million are licensed 
workers.

So far, a total of 13 cities and three 
villages in Iran have been registered by 
the World Crafts Council as “world cit-
ies” of handicrafts.

From exquisite carpets to subtle 
miniature paintings, and from tur-
quoise inlaid objects to floral potteries, 
each one hints at skills passed down 
from generation to generation.

The country’s skilled artisans use 
raw materials like woods, bones, silk, 
wool, copper, silver, gold, and gem-
stones to create exquisite handicrafts. 
They perform a miracle by infusing 
their sentiments and cultural ideas 
into these traditional handicrafts. 
Because of this, Persian artwork is 
incomparably valuable compared to 
many other works of art from around 
the world.

TEHRAN –A restoration project on the centuries-old Sar-
polak Mosque in central Yazd province, has come to an end, a 
local tourism official has said.

The project involved strengthening the structure, repair-
ing the damaged parts, restoring its walls and flooring, Mo-
hammadreza falahati said on Friday.

The structure, which has been inscribed on the national 
heritage list, is one of the unique historical monuments in 
the region, the official added.

In July 2017, the historical core of Yazd was named a UNE-
SCO World Heritage. Wedged between the northern Dasht-e 
Kavir and the southern Dasht-e Lut on a flat plain, the an-
cient city enjoys a very harmonious public-religious archi-
tecture that dates from different eras.

Yazd is regularly referred to as a delightful place to stay, 
or a “don›t miss” destination by almost all of its visitors. 
The city is full of mudbrick houses that are equipped with 
innovative badgirs (wind catchers), atmospheric alleyways, 
and many Islamic and Iranian monuments that shape its 
eye-catching city landscape.

Some say it is a living testimony to the intelligent use of 
limited available resources in the desert for survival. Water 
is brought to the city by the qanat system. Each district of 
the city is built on a qanat and has a communal center.

Furthermore, the use of earth in buildings includes walls 
and roofs through the construction of vaults and domes. 
Houses are built with courtyards below ground level, serv-

ing underground areas. Wind-catchers, courtyards, and 
thick earthen walls create a pleasant microclimate.

The historical core of Yazd is chockfull of mudbrick houses, 
bazaars, public bathhouses, water cisterns, mosques, syna-
gogues, Zoroastrian temples, and the historical gardens.

From the divine point of view, the city enjoys the peaceful 
coexistence of three religions: Islam, Judaism, and Zoroas-
trianism.

Furthermore, Yazd is home to numerous qanats which 
have supplied water to agricultural and permanent set-
tlements for thousands of years. The man-carved under-
ground qanat system, in fact, relies on snow-fed streams 
flowing down the foothills of surrounding mountains.

The earliest water supply to Yazd is estimated to date 
from the Sassanid era (224 to 651 CE). However, many others 
have been continually repaired and used over time, and most 
surviving Ab-Anbars (traditional mudbrick cisterns) can be 
today traced to the late Safavid and Qajar periods.

TEHRAN –On Friday, Raviz village in Raf-
sanjan county, southern province of Ker-
man, hosted its first-ever saffron festival, 
a local tourism official has announced.

Farmers in the area have been cultivating 
the crop for some time and are looking to 
expand its coverage, Hassan Hosseini said. 

Increased cultivation could attract tour-
ism to the region, in addition to creating 
employment opportunities, he added.

He also noted that Raviz’s climate 
was particularly conducive to producing 
high-quality saffron, and expressed his 
hope that the festival would become an 
annual event.

Iranian saffron is known as the “red 
gold”. Saffron is a magical ingredient in 
Persian culture, from aromatic foods and 
colorful desserts to physical and spiritual 
medicine. Every year, the saffron harvest 
season begins in early November. While 
most other vegetation is gone, the bright 

purple flowers cover the fields and create 
an outstanding landscape in dry regions in 
Iran.

Major saffron producers of Iran are lo-
cated on the east side of the country. If you 
would like to see the biggest market, head 
to Mashhad, which is also known for its re-
ligious importance.

Big and sprawling Kerman province is 
something of a cultural melting pot, blend-
ing various regional cultures over time. It 
is also home to rich tourist spots and his-
torical sites including bazaars, mosques, 
caravanserais, and ruins of ancient urban 
areas.

Kerman province is bounded by the 
provinces of Fars on the west, Yazd on 
the north, South Khorasan on the north-
east, Sistan-Baluchestan on the east, and 
Hormozgan on the south. It includes the 
southern part of the central Iranian desert, 
the Dasht-e Lut.
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Saffron festival makes debut in Rafsanjan

Registering natural heritage could boost 
tourism, official says

Reviving traditional arts crucial for handicraft 
industry, deputy minister says

Centuries-old mosque in Yazd gains former glory
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First Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL TWO-STAGE TENDER No: 1402/108-47/03
Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
Leasing of satellite transponder segment for DTH service and feed transmission in accordance with the technical 
specification and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Monday 6 Nov 2023 (1402/08/15) 09:30 a.m until Wednesday 08 Nov 2023 (1402/08/17) by 14:00 p.m with 
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document: 
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel 
Esteghlal  St. Vali –Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000  Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR 
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participating in tender is USD 30000 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 15/300/000/000 
which should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:
The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation package/envelope separately packed , should 
be submitted no later than 09:30 a.m. on Saturday 09 Dec 2023 (1402/09/18) at the address mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes is on Saturday 09 Dec 2023 (1402/09/18) at 10:00 a.m 
in the office of International Purchasing Dept. 

Time and place of opening Envelopes:
The  envelopes A & B of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion will be opened Sunday 10 Dec 
2023 (1402/09/19) at 14:00 p.m in the office of Financial Vice President .
After opening the envelopes A & B of eligible participants and getting the approval ,the Envelopes B will be reffred to 
the Technical and Commercial committee for evaluation and the Envelopes C of the eligible participants that obtain 
the required technical points will be opened..
The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.
Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/        Tel: 00982122167053

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB

 IN THE NAME OF GOD
 ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING



TEHRAN – The Iranian Red Crescent Society 
has called the International Committee of the Red 
Cross for facilitating the process of dispatching 
humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Razieh Alishvandi, the IRCS director for inter-
national affairs, met with Vincent Cassard, the 
head of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in Iran,

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
should seriously intervene in the clear violation 
of international humanitarian law and condemn 
the Zionist regime’s airstrikes in the Gaza Strip 
since it has violated many cases of the four Ge-
neva Conventions, Alishvandi said, IRCS website 
reported on Friday.

Referring to the humanitarian consequences 
of the Zionist regime’s attacks against defense-
less civilians which are against the norms and in-
ternational rules, Alishvandi said these measures 
challenge humanity and violate international law.

Failing to comply with ethical standards, at-

tacking children, women, and journalists, target-
ing water, electricity, and fuel infrastructures, as 
well as starving civilians, etc. are among the cas-
es of human rights violations, she said.

She went on to say that “humanity in Gaza” is 
in danger and added that targeting the medical 
staff, hospitals, ambulances and rescuers of 
the Red Crescent led to the complete collapse 
of the healthcare sector and ultimately their 
inability to provide medical services and aid to 
those injured.

Alishvandi stressed, “A safe way should be 
found to send relief supplies to this country. 
Iran’s humanitarian shipments should reach the 
people of Gaza as soon as possible.”

A consignment weighing 20,000 tons is being 
prepared to be sent to Gaza from Iran, and we 
request the International Committee of the Red 
Cross to follow up on obtaining the necessary 
permits from the Egyptian government to send 
these shipments, she stated.

“Moreover, the Iranian Red Crescent Society is 
ready to provide medical services to the wounded 
and treat them by establishing three mobile hos-
pitals along with sending experienced medical 
staff to Egypt (Palestine border).”

Cassard, for his part, said, “ Gaza is our priority 
in the Committee of the Red Cross; the clear vio-
lation of international humanitarian law in Gaza 

is unprecedented.”

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
has been present in this country for 60 years, but 
due to the recent conflicts, it was forced to move 
the location of its representative office, he added.

He further said: “The conditions for sending 
humanitarian aid to this country are very dif-
ficult, but we used our reserve shipments to 
treat people.”

The issue of water and fuel is very critical and 
we have taken measures to provide them and we 
have also sent shipments of medicine to Gaza.

Cassard added despite all these activities, 
due to the war conditions, these aids have been 
insufficient.

Pir Hossein Kolivand, the head of the IRCS, said 
on October 30 that it would soon send a ship car-
rying humanitarian aid to Gaza via Egypt.

Kolivand said the ship would carry aid provid-
ed by the Iranian people to Egypt and then will be 
delivered to Gaza via Egypt.

“So far, a lot of aid from the people has been 
delivered to the Red Crescent Society,” Kolivand 
said, according to Fars News.

The Iranian official also criticized the pace at 
which aid is getting into Gaza. He said aid is be-
ing delivered to Gaza very slowly and in a very 
limited amount.

TEHRAN – Yumiko Takashima, Representa-
tive of the United Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees (UNHCR) in Iran, has said the 
Organization is committed to introducing the 
services provided by Iran to immigrants and 
refugees to the world.

Takashima made the remarks during a trip 
to the city of Taibad, northeastern Khorasan 
Razavi province, on October 3.

Visiting a medical center for foreign na-
tionals, the mine warning training center, and 
the zero point on the Iran-Afghanistan bor-
der, she pointed out “Iran is one of the most 
generous countries in providing services to 
the refugee and immigrant community.”

The health, medical, cultural, educational, 
and other services provided by the officials of 
Iran to immigrants and refugees are excep-
tional and unique, she said.

She added, “In less than a month, the inter-
national organizations’ forum will be held in 
Geneva, and I will present this service model 
to international organizations, of course, we 
need Iran’s support to provide services with 
positive and real references.”

Takashima added: “Iran’s services to ref-
ugees and immigrants are exceptional, and 
presenting it to the international community 
is one of the main duties of representative of-
fices to be presented correctly, and we need 
Iran’s support in this regard.”

“Our close cooperation with the authorities 
of Iran to attract funds and provide the needs 
of refugees and immigrants is based on part-
nership and transparency.

Due to global conditions, all internation-
al organizations and agencies have reduced 
their aid and assistance, to attract more 
support and assistance more negotiations 
are needed.

Concerning the fact that the budget is allo-
cated at the beginning of each year, we can-
not make changes in the credits of the repre-
sentative office,” Takashima said.

She went on to say that negotiations have 
been conducted with the World Bank to al-
locate funds to the host country in the field 
of infrastructure. We have also talked with 
active global companies to attract their as-
sistance.

Presenting demographic packages and 
Iran’s vision for serving refugees and immi-
grants are important for the representative 
office in Iran.

For sure that’s a heavy burden on the 
shoulders of the government of Iran and we 
need the cooperation and support of interna-
tional organizations to provide more services 
to immigrants and refugees here, she added.

Services provided by Iran

For over four decades, Iran has been host-

ing one of the largest and most protracted 
refugee situations in the world and has pro-
vided asylum to refugees, mostly from Af-
ghanistan.

Iran is home to over 800,000 registered 
refugees and some 2.6 million undocument-
ed Afghans. Today, more than 500,000 Af-
ghan children- including undocumented Af-
ghans and those who have newly arrived in 
Iran are benefitting from Iran’s inclusive ed-
ucation policies, one of the most progressive 
in the world.

Despite the sanctions and economic pres-
sures, Iran continues its comprehensive poli-
cy of providing services to refugees, and this 
is appreciable, UNHCR’s Officer in Charge, 
Inna Gladkova, said in November 2022.

The best solution and the most stable sup-
port system for refugees is that have access 
to schools and education just like Iranian na-
tionals, she stated, IRNA reported.

Iran has taken effective and continuous 
measures to include all refugees, and the 
UNHCR also declares its readiness to fulfill 
its obligations, she noted.

In the provision of educational services, 
there are different aspects, she said, add-
ing, “School construction, equipping schools, 
providing teachers and human resources, 
and providing quality educational services 
are the main and important work done by the 
Ministry of Education.”

In protecting refugees and asylum seekers 
in Iran, since 1984 UNHCR has worked closely 
with the Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, national and international NGOs, and UN 
agencies providing a multitude of services.

Ivo Freijsen, the former representative of UN-
HCR in Iran, has said Iran is an exemplary coun-
try that has acted very well in hosting refugees 
and has been hosting them for a long time.

Forty years have passed since Iran started 
hosting them [refugees]. As we have always 
said, Iran has had positive approaches to-
ward refugees, we appreciate that, and we 
are honored to support Iran’s efforts, he said 
in an exclusive interview with Iran Newspa-
per published on September 4, 2022.

In fact, Iran provides wide-ranging ser-
vices for refugees such as basic healthcare 
services, education, and vocational training.

TEHRAN – Vice President for 
Science, Technology, and Knowl-
edge-based Economy, Rouhollah 
Dehqani-Firouzabadi, condemn-
ing unilateral coercive measures 
against Iran’s knowledge-based and 
scientific companies, announced 
Iran’s readiness for scientific and 
technological cooperation with oth-
er countries to make a better world.

Referring to the significant role of 
knowledge and innovation and their 
tremendous impact on the progress 
of nations, Firouzabadi said Iran’s 
civilization has honored knowledge 
throughout history.

“Our ancient teachings and the 
contributions we have made to the 
advancement of science and tech-
nology is a proof of that saying.”

He made the remarks at the 15th 
session of the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council (UNHRC) Social 
Forum held from November 2 – 3, in 
Geneva, IRIB reported.

Iran’s developments in the field of 
science and technology, improving 
people’s welfare by using science 
and technology capacities, Iran’s 
strategies in dealing with the coro-
navirus, Iran’s technological solu-
tions to improve the health of soci-
ety, technological employment and 
solving social problems with soft 
technologies were among the most 
important topics of Firouzabadi’s 
speech.

“Since the establishment of the 
United Nations, Iran has remained 
committed to multilateral cooper-
ation, including global cooperation 
through the United Nations.

“We are keen to engage with the 
international community and share 
our research with them while bene-
fiting from the best practices, devel-
opments, and achievements of oth-
er countries in the fields of science, 
technology, and innovation,” IRIB 
quotes Firouzabadi as saying.

The innovation ecosystem and 
knowledge-based companies in Iran 
are a testimony of the sustainable 
potential of our youth and the piv-
otal role of women in management 
levels, he said.

He went on to say that knowl-
edge-based companies play a key 
role in developing new technolo-
gies and solutions to face today’s 
challenges, they have a profound 
impact on the preservation of basic 
human rights such as the right to 
life, health, work and development, 
and at the same time they deal with 
inequalities, poverty and unemploy-
ment in society.

“Despite unilateral economic 

sanctions and challenges in ac-
cessing coronavirus vaccines and 
related medical equipment, Iran has 
achieved an impressive 76 percent 
vaccination rate among its popula-
tion against COVID-19,” Firouzabadi 
added.

Iran’s active participation in in-
ternational cooperation and shar-
ing knowledge and initiatives to 
strengthen the global response to 
this epidemic, especially in devel-
oping and less developed countries, 
demonstrate its unwavering com-
mitment to promoting human rights 
and improving the well-being of 
communities around the world.

Also, Iranian knowledge-based 
companies are actively involved in 
environmental initiatives and work 
tirelessly to mitigate climate change 
and maintain sustainable prosperity. 
Their dedication and participation in 
these fields deserve international 
recognition and support.

Calling unilateral coercive 

measures against Iran’s knowl-
edge-based companies, innovation, 
and scientific development disap-
pointing, Firouzabadi highlighted, 
“These measures not only violate 
the human rights of every Iranian 
but also severely hinder progress 
and international cooperation in cri-
sis situations.

We call for an end to such actions 
to realize human rights and improve 
global scientific progress.”

“We all have the responsibility to 
work towards a better world for ev-
eryone.  Using knowledge, science, 
and technology in a collaborative 
and inclusive way, we can create a 
better world and future. Let’s make 
it brighter for everyone,” he pointed 
out.

On the sidelines of the event, Fir-
ouzabadi also visited the European 
Organization for Nuclear Research 
(known as CERN), the world’s larg-
est particle physics laboratory, and 
met the director general of the Intel-
lectual Property Organization, IRNA 
reported.

It should be noted that Ali Bah-
reini, Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to the United Nations, 
was selected as the Chairper-
son-Rapporteur of the Social Forum.

In this two-day forum, over 60 
participants, including high-ranking 
officials, diplomats, and non-gov-
ernmental organizations focused on 
the contribution of science, technol-
ogy, and innovation to the promotion 
of human rights, including in the 
context of post-pandemic recovery, 
IRNA reported.
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‘UNHCR is committed to making world 
aware of Iran’s services to refugees’ 

 

Smugglers of fuel, livestock 
fined $570m 

Smugglers of fuel and livestock have been fined 24 trillion rials 
(about $570 million at the official rate of 42,000 rials) since the 
beginning of the current [Iranian calendar] year (March 21).

The figure represents a 47 percent increase compared to the 
same period last [Iranian calendar] year.

Out of a total of about 42,000 smuggling cases, about 28,000 
are related to export smuggling, of which 20,000 are related to 
the smuggling of fuel and petroleum products, mostly to Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, and to a lesser extent to Turkey and Iraq.

A number of these cases are related to livestock trafficking. 
Most of the cattle are smuggled to Iraq, and then to the Persian 
Gulf countries.

جریمه ۲۴ هزار میلیارد ریالی قاچاقچیان 
سوخت و دام 

متخلفان قاچاق کالا از ابتدای سال جاری ۲۴ هزار میلیارد ریال جریمه 
شده‌اند که بیانگر ۴۷ درصد افزایش نسبت به سال گذشته است.

از مجموع حدود ۴۲ هزار پرونده ی قاچاق، حدود ۲۸ هزار پرونده‌ 
مربوط به قاچاق خروجی است که ۲۰ هزار فقره آن به قاچاق سوخت 
و فراورده‌های نفتی مربوط می‌شود که بیشتر به پاکستان و افغانستان 

و کمی هم ترکیه و عراق انجام می‌شود.
تعدادی از این پرونده‌ها هم مربوط به قاچاق دام است. بیشتر قاچاق 
دام به عراق انجام می‌شود و البته این دام‌ها از عراق به کشورهای خلیج 

فارس هم می‌رود. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iran ready for scientific cooperation 
in realizing a better world

ICRC should facilitate sending humanitarian aid to Gaza: Iran’s Red Crescent
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‘City of pomegranate’ in southern Iran
Farooq is a city in the southern Fars province, known as the city of pomegranate for its 

vast plantations. 
Some 22,000 tons of pomegranate is harvested annually from the region’s gardens.
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TEHRAN-Israel is the real terrorist despite 
calling the Palestinian resistance movement 
Hamas a terrorist group, said Cuban ambassador 
to Iran.

Alberto Gonzalez Casals made the remarks 
at the opening ceremony of the Latin America 
Cartoon and Caricature Exhibition at the Tehran 
Museum of Contemporary Art (TMoCA) on 
Thursday, IRNA reported on Friday.

Condemned the Zionist regime’s ongoing 
bombardment and blockade of the Gaza Strip, 
he said: “What is happening in Palestine is a 
crime. While we are here, people are martyred in 
Palestine and they don’t even have the minimum 
facilities.”

Hamas launched Operation al-Aqsa Storm 
into the occupied territories on October 7 in 
response to intensified crimes by Israeli forces 
and settlers against Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank. In response, the Zionist regime 
waged an all-out war on Gaza, killing more 
than 8,700 people, about half of them children, 
and wounding tens of thousands in the tightly 
besieged enclave.

Casals also said he was honored to be in the 
exhibition where “we had the chance to have 
some of the best Latin American artists present.”

Showcasing works from 15 countries in Latin 
America, the cartoon and caricature exhibition 
opened November 11 with the presence of art 
directors and Iranian and foreign artists in 
Tehran.

Explaining about the background of 
cooperation with global artists, Masoud Shojaei 

Tabatabai, the secretary of the exhibition, 
said: “The history of extensive and continuous 
interaction with artists of the world, including 
Latin America, goes back to the 1st Tehran 
Cartoon Biennial in 1992. During the next 
three decades, a deep cultural and artistic 
connection was established between Iran and 
Latin American countries, which led to the 
organization of this global event in Tehran.”

Also speaking at the ceremony, the deputy 
director of the Art Bureau said: “The Latin 
American artists whose works are displayed at 

this exhibition are among the best cartoonists 
and caricaturists in the world.”

“They have, with their delicate art, offered us 
the most bitter issues in an artistic way,” Seyyed 
Amir Javid added.

Works by artists from Argentina, Ecuador, 
Brazil, Honduras, Mexico, Cuba, Chile, Costa 
Rica, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 
Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Nicaragua are 
on display until November 19 at the TMoCA, 
adjacent to Laleh Park, North Kargar Ave.

TEHRAN-The play “Mad Girl’s Love Song” co-
directed by Arvand Dashtaray and Marene Van 
Holk and written by written by Tala Motazedi is 
on stage at the main hall of City Theater Complex 
in Tehran.

It is based on the novel “Bluebeard” written by 
the Belgian author Amélie Nothomb. Motazadi 
has adopted the story for theater, Honaronline 
reported.

The short novel by Nothomb’s is a surreal, 
contemporary retelling of the namesake French 
folktale. It tells the story of a wealthy man in the 
habit of murdering his wives and the attempts 
of the present one to avoid the fate of her 
predecessors. 

Nothomb’s version is a fine and dazzlingly 
exciting contribution to the legend. This 
fast-paced novel casts the protagonists in a 
contemporary Parisian setting. 

In the story, Saturnine, the heroine, is looking 
for a roommate when she comes across a 
most tempting offer: a large room in a great 
neighborhood where a man named Don Elemirio 

Nibal y Milcar lives and for the most modest rent. 
Strangely, the man’s eight previous roommates 
have disappeared. The man is strange, speaks 
like a book, never goes out and like Bluebeard 
gives her access to everything except a single 
room to which she will never have to go. Will 
Saturnine reproduce the pattern of the eight 
other women? Will she disappear in turn? And 
what happened to these last ones? From the 
beginning of the novel, the suspense is at its 
peak. Nothomb is adept at splicing the real 
world with the fairytale so that the reader has 
no difficulty suspending disbelief.

Baroness Fabienne Claire Nothomb, better 
known by her pen name Amélie Nothomb, is a 
Belgian Francophone novelist. A prolific author, 
since the publication of her first novel “Hygiene 
and the Assassin” in 1992, at the age of 26, she 
has published approximately one book per year. 
Her novels are among the top literary sales and 
have been translated into several languages.

Her complex work of art intertwines cultural 
analysis, social subjects, and subtle style of 

writing that mixes together the sophistication 
of the Far East Asia with the rational sobriety 
of the Western civilization. A brilliant marketing 
strategist, an enigmatic figure and a very 
disciplined aesthete, Notomb has refocused 
the public attention towards the beauty of the 
French-language literature.

The cast of “Mad Girl’s Love Song” includes 
Elnaz Shakerdoost, Navid Pourfaraj, Khosrow 
Pesyani, and Marene Van Holk.

Having been performed since October 29, the 
play will remain on stage until November 17.

Renowned American actress and 
humanitarian Angelina Jolie has strongly 
condemned Israel for what she described as the 
“deliberate bombing of a trapped population 
who have nowhere to flee.” 

In an Instagram post on November 2, Jolie, a 
former special envoy for the UNHCR, expressed 
her distress over the dire situation in Gaza, 
which she characterized as an open-air prison 
for nearly two decades, rapidly evolving into 
a mass grave. She pointed out the alarming 
statistic that 40% of those killed in the conflict 
are innocent children, and entire families are 
tragically being torn apart, MENAFN reported.

The ongoing Israeli attacks on Gaza have led 
to a devastating death toll, with approximately 
8,800 Palestinians losing their lives since 
October 7. Jolie expressed her outrage at 
the dehumanization of Palestinian civilians, 
particularly children, women, and families, who 
are enduring severe hardships, including the 

deprivation of essential necessities like food, 
medicine, and humanitarian aid. These actions, 
she emphasized, violate international law.

Furthermore, Jolie criticized world leaders 
for their inaction and complicity in the ongoing 
crisis. She specifically called out their failure 
to demand a humanitarian ceasefire and their 
obstruction of the UN Security Council’s efforts 
to impose one on both parties involved. In her 
view, this failure to act effectively perpetuates 
the suffering and hardships faced by millions 
of Palestinian civilians, making global leaders 
accomplices in what she characterizes as crimes 
against humanity.

The post is Jolie’s second reaction to the 
attacks on civilians in Gaza by Israel in the past 
week as she had made a call for help on October 
29 from her Instagram account: “Like millions 
around the world I have spent the last weeks 
sick and angry at the death of so many innocent 
civilians, and wondering how best to help. I 

too am praying for the families who carry the 
unimaginable pain of a murder of a loved one. 
Above all, the children murdered, and the many 
children now orphaned.”

 “Gaza has a population of over 2 million people 
(half of them children), who have lived under a 
severe blockade for nearly two decades, on top 
of decades of displacement and statelessness. 
The few aid trucks that are entering are a 
fraction of what is needed and the bombings 
are causing desperate new humanitarian needs 
daily,” the Oscar-winning actress continued.

It has been 25 days since Israel started 
its ethnic cleansing and unconventional war 
against Palestinians in Gaza. The Israeli forces’ 
current bombardment and ground offensive in 
Gaza began following the October 7 Hamas-led 
attack in Israel. In addition, Israel’s cutting of 
electricity and water to Gaza, and blocking the 
entry of fuel, food, and medicines has amounted 
to collective punishment, a war crime.

TEHRAN-The Persian translation 
of the second volume of “The Gulag 
Archipelago” by the Russian writer 
and Soviet dissident Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn has been released in 
the country.

Translated by Ehsan Sanaeil 
Ardakani, the book has been 
published by Nashre Markaz 
publishing house in 718 pages, Mehr 
reported.

“The Gulag Archipelago” is a three-
volume series written between 1958 
and 1968. It was first published in 
1973 and was translated into English 
and French the following year.

It presents a vision of life in what 
is often known as the Gulag, the 
Soviet labor camp system, through 
a narrative which was constructed 
from various sources including 
reports, interviews, statements, 
diaries, legal documents, and 
Solzhenitsyn’s own experience as a 
Gulag prisoner.

Following its publication, the book 
was initially circulated in samizdat 
underground publication in the 
Soviet Union until its appearance 
in the literary journal Novy Mir in 
1989, in which a third of the work 
was published in three issues. Since 
the dissolution of the Soviet Union, 

“The Gulag Archipelago” has been 
officially published in Russia.

The book is Solzhenitsyn’s attempt 
to compile a literary-historical record 
of the vast system of prisons and 
labor camps that came into being 
shortly after the Bolsheviks seized 
power in Russia in 1917 and that 
underwent an enormous expansion 
during the rule of Stalin from 1924 
to 1953.

Various sections of the three 
volumes describe the arrest, 
interrogation, conviction, 
transportation, and imprisonment 
of the Gulag’s victims by Soviet 
authorities over four decades. 

The work mingles historical 
exposition and Solzhenitsyn’s own 
autobiographical accounts with the 
voluminous personal testimony of 
other inmates that he collected and 
committed to memory during his 
imprisonment.

Upon publication of the first 
volume of The Gulag Archipelago, 
Solzhenitsyn was immediately 
attacked in the Soviet press. Despite 
the intense interest in his fate that 
was shown in the West, he was 
arrested and charged with treason 
on February 12, 1974, and was exiled 
from the Soviet Union the following 
day.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

In the morning, charity is due on every joint bone of the body of every 
one of you. Every utterance of Allah’s glorification (i.e. saying Subhan 
Allah) is an act of charity, and two rakath prayers which one performs 

in the forenoon is equal to all this (in reward).

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:11:48       Evening: 17:07     Dawn: 5:04 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:29  (tomorrow)

TEHRAN-The two Iranian movies that were 
competing in the 36th Tokyo International Film 
Festival (TIFF), from October 23 to November 
1, won awards at the closing ceremony on 
Wednesday in Tokyo, Japan.

Yasna Mirtahmasb won the Best Actor Award 
for his performance in “Roxana” by Parviz 
Shahbazi and the Asian Future Best Film Award 
went to “Maria” by Mahdi Asghari Azghadi, ISNA 
reported.

“This award goes to a role that is both 
emotional and subtle. Through his genuine 
performance we had the opportunity to 
experience the rich life of today’s society in 
Iran,” read the jury’s statement on selecting 
Mirtahmasb for the award.

In “Roxana,” which was screened 
internationally for the first time at the event, 
he plays an unemployed gambler who helps a 
woman after her car has been broken into and 
accompanies her on her journey, to his eventual 
regret.

In the Asian Future section for films by 
up-and-coming Asian directors, Kamyab 
Geranmayeh and Elnaz Ebadollahi, actor and 
editor of “Maria” respectively, received the prize 
as director Asghari Azghadi was not resent at 
the event.

The debut feature of Asghari Azghadi had its 
world premiere in the Asian Future section of 
the 36th TIFF. According to the jury, at 28, the 
Iranian filmmaker was the youngest director 
with a film in this year’s festival.

On selecting the movie as the winner among 
the 10 competitors in the section, the jury said: 
“The screen has often been compared to a 
window as a metaphor for cinematic realism. 
Here is a film that presents constant views 
through, and reflections on, panes of glass, 
narrating a story where the details are obscured 
by design—and finally confirmed, but not 
explained away, by a single tear”.

“The film is a clever homage to the likes of 
Hitchcock and Antonioni without being at all 
derivative or fawning. On the contrary, more 
than anything it expresses a love for all the 
mysteries of cinema and its histories,” the jury 
added.

The tense suspenseful film is about a 
filmmaker who looks for the truth about a leaked 
video and the disappearance of an actress.

This year’s edition of TIFF screened 219 films, 
an increase over the 174 shown last year, with 
74,841 admissions (more than double the 2022 
admissions).

Two awards for Iran at 36th Tokyo 
International Film Festival

Modern adaptation of French folktale “Bluebeard” on 
stage at Tehran’s City Theater

Angelina Jolie condemns Israel for Gaza violence

Second volume of “The Gulag Archipelago” published in Persian

NOVEMBER 4, 2023

World watching Israeli crimes in Gaza
Cartoonist: Sanouni Imad from Morocco

Cartoon of Day

TMoCA displaying cartoons, caricatures 
by Latin American artists
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