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Vank Cathedral: A sip of 
Iran’s rich architectural 
culture in Isfahan

TEHRAN - The All Saviour’s Cathedral, 
locally known as Kelisa-ye Vank (“Vank 
Cathedral”) or the Church of the Saintly 
Sisters, is probably the most famous example 
of Christian religious architecture in the 
ancient city of Isfahan, known as “half the 
world”. 

Located in the Armenian neighborhood 
of New Jolfa, the relatively vast cathedral 
is an exemplary specimen of Armenian 
architectural achievement, representing the 
different stages of the political, economic, 
and social status of this minority community 
in Iran since the mid-seventeenth century. 

That place of worship was one of the first 
churches to be established in Isfahan’s Julfa 
quarter by Armenian immigrants settled 
by Shah Abbas I after the Ottoman War of 
1603-05.  Page 6

Iran-Tajikistan trade 
up 10 folds in 2 years: 
official

TEHRAN – Iranian Energy Minister Ali-
Akbar Mehrabian has said the trade between 
Iran and Tajikistan has increased by 10 times 
over the past two years, Fars News Agency 
reported.

According to Mehrabian, the value of trade 
between the two countries which was $23 
million in the Iranian calendar year 1399 
(2020-2021) reached $280 million in the 
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on 
March 20, 2023).

The trade between the two countries also 
reached $150 million in the first six months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-September 22) and it is expected to 
exceed $300 million by the end of the year 
(late March 2024).  Page 4

Iran calls on Islamic 
nations to form 
Doctors Without 
Borders to help Gaza

TEHRAN – Health Minister Bahram Einol-
lahi has asked member countries of the 
World Health Organization Eastern Medi-
terranean Regional Office (EMRO) to form a 
Doctors Without Borders organization of Is-
lamic countries to provide essential medical 
services to Palestinians in Gaza.

Einollahi made the remarks while attend-
ing the extraordinary meeting of health min-
isters of the member countries of the WHO 
EMRO titled ‘Intensification of conflicts in the 
occupied Palestinian territories’ on Thursday.

The meeting was held virtually with the 
presence of health ministers of 22 countries, 
IRNA reported.

Condemning the actions of the notorious 
Zionist regime, especially the bombardment 
of hospitals and the killing of sick and de-
fenseless patients and wounded in medical 
centers, he called for the formation of a Doc-
tors Without Borders organization of Islamic 
countries to provide relief and humanitarian 
medical care for the victims of the war in 
Gaza.

Addressing the health ministers of 22 
member countries of the WHO EMRO, he said, 
“According to the information received, hos-
pitals are overwhelmed and low on fuel and 
electricity.”

“Also, drinking water and food for sick and 
pregnant women are not sufficient in Gaza,” 
he added.  Page 7

Raisi due to attend 
Islamic summit on 
Gaza in Riyadh on 
Saturday

TEHRAN- Iran’s President, Ebrahim Raisi, 
is scheduled to visit Saudi Arabia in order 
to participate in an extraordinary summit 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) over the assault on Gaza by the Israeli 
regime.

President Raisi will depart Tehran for Ri-
yadh on Saturday.

Along with the heads of state of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation, the pres-
ident of Iran will discuss ways to cease the 
Zionist regime’s atrocities against the Pales-
tinian people, remove the blockade of Gaza, 
and provide aid to those living in the belea-
guered enclave.

On Thursday, high-ranking officials held a 
meeting in Riyadh in preparation for the up-
coming extraordinary summit.

During the preliminary meeting, delega-
tions from OIC countries discussed the draft 
final communiqué, which will be submitted 
for consideration to the preparatory Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting and then to the Summit 
for adoption.
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Ukraine vs. Gaza: The Ugly Face of Israel and West

Iran, Afghanistan ink 5 
economic co-op MOUs

TEHRAN- Iran and Afghanistan 
signed five memorandums of 
understanding (MOUs) on cooperation 
in different economic sectors.

The MOUs were signed in a ceremony 
on Thursday night at the presence 
of Iranian Agriculture Minister 
Mohammad-Ali Nikbakht, President 
Raisi’s special envoy for Afghanistan 
Hassan Kazemi Qomi, and Deputy Prime 
Minister for Economic Affairs of the 
Taliban Government Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar.

As reported, the mentioned MOUs 
include the cooperation document 
of Iran-Afghanistan Joint Economic 
Committee meeting, the document of 
the two sides’ Joint International Road 
Transport Cooperation Committee 
meeting, the MOU between Iran’s Civil 
Aviation Organization  Page 4

Pro-Palestinian protesters 
demand ceasefire in Gaza 

 Pro-Palestinian protesters rallied in downtown 
Milwaukee, demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza on 
Thursday, Nov. 9. 

The group walked from Milwaukee City Hall to the 
Manpower headquarters. 

In a relevant story, tensions were high in Boca Raton 
on Thursday when demonstrators on both sides of the 
ongoing war involving Israel held a rally. 

The protest was held along South Rogers Circle and 
involved dozens of people, who were pro-Israeli and pro-
Palestinian, lining the roadway on opposite sides. 

Organizers in support of Palestine said they were 
rallying against a company in Boca Raton that they say is 
profiting from the conflict.

Also, a group of protesters gathered at the Center 
City of Philadelphia for a pro-Palestine rally on Thursday 
evening. The rally took place at City Hall at the corner of 
15th and Market Streets. 

 Participants were mostly local healthcare workers 
under the “Shut Down! For Palestine” campaign. 

President urges Muslim 
nations to sever ties with 
Israel

TEHRAN – Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has urged 
Muslim countries around the world to refrain from 
engaging with Israel and sever all diplomatic ties with the 
regime in response to its relentless killing of civilians in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Raisi made the call on Thursday, during a meeting with 
his Turkish counterpart, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, on the 
sidelines of the 16th Economic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) Summit in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

During the meeting, The Iranian president said the 
cessation of economic and political ties with the Israeli 
regime can act as an effective tool to stop the genocide of 
Palestinian people. He stressed that the issue of Palestine 
and the Zionist regime’s crimes in Gaza is the biggest 
problem the Islamic world is facing today. 

Raisi said it is important for all regional countries, 
including Iran, Turkey, and Egypt, to address the situation in 
a timely manner and work towards upholding the rights of 
defenseless Palestinians who are being callously killed in the 
face of the international community’s silence.   Page 3

Did Israelis kill Israelis on 
October 7? 

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- In the immediate aftermath of the al-Aqsa 
Storm operation carried out by Hamas on October 7, 
when the Zionist regime was still in a state of shock from 
a massive military and intelligence failure, Israeli media 
offered interesting insight. 

In the days after October 7, the regime failed in its PR 
campaign, which it later revised and fabricated further by 
releasing selective information to justify its bombardment 
of Gaza. 

Many Israeli political and military leaders gave a 
disturbing account of alleged atrocities committed by the 
armed wing of Hamas, the al-Qassam brigade. 

But in the days after Hamas’ retaliatory operation, 
senior Israeli military officers gave Western media a tour 
of some settlements where they made unsubstantiated 
allegations.

In one instance, an Israeli military officer gave a TV 
interview standing in front of a destroyed concrete home 
at an Israeli settlement near the Gaza Strip.  Page 5

Gaza vs. Ukraine: 
The Ugly Face of 
Israel and West
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TEHRAN- Iran has issued a 

warning over the consequences 
of the Zionist regime’s increas-
ing bombardment of the belea-
guered Gaza Strip, where Pal-
estinians are being killed since 
October 7.

In a telephone conversation 
with Qatari Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulrah-
man Al Thani on Thursday, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian said that “due to the 
expansion of the intensity of the 
war against Gaza’s civilian resi-
dents, expansion of the scope of 
the war has become inevitable.”

The officials from Qatar and 
Iran expressed their profound 
worry about the humanitarian 
situation in the coastal sliver 
and vehemently denounced the 
Israeli regime’s onslaught on Ga-
za’s civilian population.

The top diplomats discussed 
how to stop the Israeli regime’s 
brutal assault, put an immedi-
ate ceasefire in place, and keep 
delivering humanitarian supplies 
to the population in Gaza who are 
under blockade and in conflict.

They also discussed a few of 

the proposals that have been put 
up thus far regarding how such a 
ceasefire could be put into effect.

The war began when Palestin-
ian resistance groups launched 
a surprise offensive against the 
occupying regime, called Oper-
ation al-Aqsa Storm, in reaction 
to the occupying regime’s de-
cades-long campaign of blood-
letting and devastation against 
Palestinians.

The Palestinian death toll from 
Israeli attacks has just risen to 
10,812 according to Gaza’s health 

ministry. At a news conference in 
Gaza City, ministry spokesperson 
Ashraf al-Qudra said that 4,412 
children, 2,918 women, and 676 
elders were killed, while more 
than 26,000 people were injured.

Since the start of the war, Isra-
el has launched periodic assaults 
on southern Lebanon, sparking 
a gunfight between the regime 
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah resis-
tance fighters. 

In reaction to the Israeli re-
gime’s unrestrained assault 
against Gaza, Yemen’s Armed 

Forces have launched multiple 
rounds of drone and ballistic 
missile attacks against targets 
located inside the occupied ter-
ritories. 

’Future belongs to Palestine’

In a post on his X account on 
Thursday, Amir Abdollahian said 
that time is running out for Is-
rael to continue its ruthless on-
slaught against the Gaza Strip 
as the regime is on the verge of 
collapse.

He also noted that the only 
good Israeli prime minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu did was further 
destabilize the foundations of 
the “fake Israeli regime.”

Netanyahu unmasked the 
“criminal, violent and aggressive 
face of the Zionist regime” in the 
massacre of the women and chil-
dren of Gaza, he wrote.

“Undoubtedly, the future be-
longs to Palestine,” the chief Ira-
nian diplomat added.

Amir Abdollahian’s remarks 
coincide with mounting calls to 
put an end to the regime’s abus-
es as well as broad worldwide 
criticism of Israel’s lethal bomb-
ing assault in Gaza.

TEHRAN- Iran has asserted that 
while the Israeli regime continues 
its illegal actions against the be-
sieged Strip, the Group of Seven 
(G7) was supposed to uphold its 
international obligations regarding 
Israel’s war crimes and denounce 
the genocide occurring in Gaza.

The announcement was made on 
Thursday by Nasser Kanaani, the 
spokesman for the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry. 

He strongly denounced as 
groundless a statement by the High 
Representative of the European 
Union, the foreign ministers of the 
G7, and the foreign and defense 
ministers of Britain and Japan, 
which levelled accusations against 
the Islamic Republic.

Kanaani noted that the G7 for-
eign ministers were supposed to 
fulfill their obligations, denounce 
Israel’s actions in the Gaza Strip 
that violate human and interna-
tional rights, and stop endorsing 
Tel Aviv’s war crimes and genocide 

in the blockaded region.

In addition, he said, the ministers 
were supposed to work on “imme-
diately and unconditionally” ending 
the siege of Gaza, ceasing military 
assaults, and guaranteeing Gazans’ 
access to international humanitari-
an supplies.

Additionally, Kanaani rejected 
as false and ridiculous the claims 
that Iran’s support for the Pal-
estinian resistance movement 
Hamas and the Lebanese Hezbol-
lah resistance movement has de-
stabilized the region.

“Since the very first day of the 
crisis in Gaza, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran has been making constant 
efforts to stop the military attacks 
by the aggressive Zionist regime on 
Gaza and save the lives of defense-
less citizens and residents,” the 
spokesperson added. 

He went on to say that among 
the crimes the Israeli regime has 
been committing against the op-

pressed people of Palestine are the 
occupation of Palestinian territo-
ries, the massacre and genocide 
of the Palestinian people, the de-
struction of their homes and farms, 
attacks on places of worship, hos-
pitals and medical facilities, and ac-
tions that violate international law 
and human rights.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he re-
futed claims made regarding Iran’s 
human rights record, stating that 
the Islamic establishment and the 
Constitution place a great value on 
human rights.

Kanaani encouraged the nations 
who advise Iran to uphold human 
rights to reconsider their dubious 
past in this respect and to stop en-
dorsing Israel’s crimes against hu-
manity, including the slaughter of 
children and the genocide in Gaza.

He reacted to the G7 foreign min-
isters’ request from Iran to live up 
to its obligations regarding nuclear 
non-proliferation and fully cooper-
ate with the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA).

“As it has been repeatedly an-
nounced, nuclear weapons have no 
place in the military doctrine of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran,” he said, 
reiterating once again the com-
pletely peaceful nature of Tehran’s 
nuclear program.

Kanaani stressed, “Iran has ful-
filled all its commitments in this re-
gard, which has been verified by the 
IAEA on several occasions.”

He underlined that one of the 
main causes of the region’s inse-
curity and instability is the military 
presence of extra-regional states, 
and restated Iran’s foreign policy 
of promoting security and stability 
in West Asia.

Kanaani also brushed aside ac-
cusations regarding Iran’s alleged 
support for Russia’s war in Ukraine 
and interference with vessels’ free-
dom of navigation, saying all such 
allegations are baseless and polit-
ically-motivated.

TEHRAN- Iran’s Ambassador and Perma-
nent Representative to the United Nations, 
Amir Saied Iravani, has said that his country 
maintains a constructive relationship with 
the UN nuclear agency regarding efforts to 
resolve any outstanding issues, adding that 
facts should not be distorted when address-
ing Iran’s peaceful nuclear program.

Iravani was speaking on Thursday in New 
York at the 78th session of the UN General As-
sembly on a report by the director general of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The following is the full text of the Iranian 
envoy’s speech at the session.

I appreciate the IAEA Director-General’s re-
port and I should emphasize on the need to 
more professional and impartial reports.

Nuclear power is crucial for meeting ener-
gy needs with low carbon impact, especially 
in developing countries. The transfer of nu-
clear knowledge and technology to these 
nations, as per NPT and IAEA statutes, is vi-
tal. Safeguards should support nuclear sci-
ence and technology advancement without 
hindering NPT States’ rights or sovereignty. 

Exploiting nuclear proliferation concerns to 
restrict these rights is unacceptable.

It’s concerning that some states continue 
to deny developing countries access to nu-
clear technology, violating IAEA and NPT stat-
utes, while some are generously supporting 
this Israeli regime even with its clandestine 
WMD arsenals. Unilateral coercive measures 
and double standards harm peaceful nuclear 
energy use and technical cooperation.

Regarding Iran’s peaceful program, it’s 
important to note that the IAEA conducts 
robust and continuous verification and mon-
itoring activities in Iran’s nuclear facilities. 
We expect that such continuous and deep 
cooperation with the IAEA by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in good faith is duly recog-
nized. It should also be emphasized that Iran 
is entitled to utilize its rights as outlined in 
our Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement 
(CSA) with the IAEA concerning the admis-
sion of inspectors and other related issues. 
We maintain a constructive relationship with 
the IAEA and its secretariat, aiming to resolve 
any outstanding issues.

However, it is crucial to underscore that 
when addressing Iran’s peaceful nuclear 
program, the facts should not be distorted 
or presented selectively. Of particular im-
portance is the illegal withdrawal of the U.S. 
from the JCPOA in 2018, which certain del-
egations seem intentionally overlooking it. 
As we have consistently pointed out, there 
must be a clear distinction between the le-
gal obligations of Member States under their 
respective safeguards’ agreements and their 
voluntary commitments. 

The verification and monitoring activities 
related to the JCPOA are voluntary and are 
not linked to the CSA. Therefore, it is entirely 
baseless and unacceptable to repeatedly at-
tempt to connect them to alleged issues.

Another important fact is that all of Iran’s 
nuclear materials and activities have been 
fully declared and verified by the IAEA. The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, with the highest num-
ber of safeguards inspections of its peaceful 
nuclear program, has a commendable record 
of cooperation with the IAEA.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran cautions against misrepresenting truth on peaceful nuclear program

‘G7 expected to take accountability, renounce backing  
for slaughter in Gaza’

In a commentary, Kayhan dealt with the 
West’s confession of Iran’s authority and posi-
tion in the region and wrote: The American Carn-
egie Foundation stated in an analysis that Iran’s 
regional position has now improved so much 
and has become such an effective and powerful 
player that it can no longer be ignored under any 
circumstances. Iran’s several decades of efforts 
to consolidate its regional influence are bearing 
fruit. Earlier this year, Saudi Arabia and Iran rec-
onciled and progress was made in reducing ten-
sions between Washington and Tehran. Iran was 
also able to blockade Israel with the help of its 
proxies. Iran’s status has been elevated, its pow-
er has been shown to everyone, and it has be-
come an effective actor that cannot be ignored 
in any situation, even by the Western countries 
that tried to isolate it and limit its communica-
tions, and force it to get weakened continuously 
to fulfill their wishes. Now they see that all their 
plans are messed up and they have to deal with 
the power of Iran.

Iran: The need to reflect on the Tehran plan

In an analysis, the Iran newspaper discussed 
the complex situation in Gaza. The paper said: 
Two American and Israeli officials told Ax-
ios: “In a call last Monday, Biden asked Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to agree 
to a three-day pause of hostilities in order to 
make progress in the release of some of the 
captives held by Hamas in Gaza. This request 
from Israel was not unrelated to the message 
that Blinken sent to Tehran through Baghdad; 
however, at the same time based on what is 
happening in the diplomatic scene and the 
exchange of messages between the countries 
influencing the diplomatic developments, Tel 
Aviv officials have claimed that they have com-
pleted the blockade of Gaza and have practi-
cally divided this strip into two parts, northern 
and southern; a claim that can undoubtedly af-
fect the effectiveness of Washington’s hidden 
demands from Tehran to help reduce tension 
and prevent the possible reaction of resistance 
groups. Therefore, it seems that Washington 
should think more carefully about Tehran’s im-
mediate ceasefire plan instead of following the 
plan of a three-day pause in the war in order to 
avoid the costs of more heavy damage.

Arman-e-Melli: America wants an agree-
ment with Iran even without JCPOA

Arman-e-Melli devoted its headline to the 
process of nuclear negotiations between Iran 

and the United States. It wrote: What Washing-
ton has achieved with Iran with a thousand buts 
and ifs should not be lost from the point of view 
of American diplomats because they, first of 
all, consider Iran’s power of influence in the re-
gion and secondly, they do not want a situation 
where Iran does not want to be active in the se-
curity issues of the region. The Americans want 
an agreement with Tehran for regional reasons 
because their goal of reaching an agreement 
with Tehran is based on the premise that Tehran 
is not on the verge of making a nuclear weap-
on. Because the construction of this weapon, 
regardless of Iran’s negative view of having an 
atomic bomb, means for the United States that, 
firstly, Iran will become closer to the world’s 
nuclear powers, and secondly, Iran’s nucleariza-
tion, from their point of view, means competition 
between the countries of the region to possess 
nuclear equipment. Therefore, the Americans 
will never abandon the agreement with Iran and 
will probably look for this agreement with Iran 
at another time.

Resalat: The facts about Iran’s peaceful nu-
clear program should not be distorted

In a note, Resalat addressed Iran’s response 
to the report of the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency and quoted Amir Saeid Iravani, Iran’s 
ambassador and permanent representative to 
the United Nations, as saying: Iran has a con-
structive relationship with the agency, the aim 
of which is to resolve the remaining issues, and 
therefore the facts about the peaceful nuclear 
program of Iran should not be distorted. The 
important fact is that all of Iran’s nuclear mate-
rials and activities have been fully declared and 
approved by the IAEA. With the highest number 
of safeguards inspections of its peaceful nucle-
ar program, the Islamic Republic of Iran has an 
admirable history of cooperation with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency. As the Agency 
has verified and confirmed several times, there 
is no evidence of deviation from Iran’s peaceful 
nuclear activities. By committing the most bru-
tal crimes, the Zionist regime slaughters the 
defenseless Palestinians. Among its other neg-
ative roles in the region, it has assassinated our 
nuclear scientists and sabotaged Iran’s peaceful 
nuclear facilities. These heinous acts of terror-
ism must be strongly condemned by the inter-
national community. This regime must accept 
responsibility for its actions and none of these 
crimes should be treated with impunity.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Iran disturbed the dream of the West 
for the region

Growing Israeli aggression will inevitably 
lead to expansion of Gaza conflict: FM

TEHRAN – Iranian Ambassador to the United 
Nations Amir Saied Iravani has warned that the 
Israeli war against Gaza could spread to other re-
gions if Israel’s aggression against the Palestinian 
enclave continued unabated. 

In an interview with CNN, Iravani said Iran has 
“insisted that we are not going to expand this war 
front,” and has worked to calm allies in the region, 
but said others needed to do their part.

He indicated the conflict could still expand if the 
fighting in Gaza continued, according to CNN. 

Iravani reiterated Iran’s position that Tehran had 
no direct role in the October 7 attack by the Pales-
tinian resistance groups against Israeli sites. 

He said there was cooperation and collaboration 
between Iran and resistance of axis groups but 
Iran did not direct the operations of those groups. 
He likened Iran’s role to that of the U.S. in providing 
assistance to Israel.

“We have said very clearly that Iran is not involv-
ing in any attack against the United States forces in 
the region,” he said, adding that any attacks on U.S. 
forces in Syria and Iraq were undertaken by others 
at “their own decision and by their own direction.”

In light of mounting fears of a wider regional 
war, Iravani said he has not had any “direct conver-
sation” about containing the conflict in Israel with 
his U.S. counterpart in the UN.

As regards the October 7 attack, the Iranian am-
bassador pointed out that Iran was neither con-
sulted nor did they have any prior details about the 
operation. Iravani said, “It is a war. It is a war which 

has been started 75 years ago.”

However, he then added, “If it were us, no. We will 
not do it.”

Israel has been pummeling the besieged Gaza 
Strip over the last 34 day, killing more than 10,000 
civilians, mostly women and children. 

The United Nations human rights chief has 
warned that Israel’s collective punishment of Pal-
estinian civilians in the Gaza Strip “amounts to 
a war crime” as the Tel Aviv regime continues its 
deadly bombing campaign on the besieged enclave.

After a Wednesday visit to the Rafah crossing, 
the sole crossing point between Egypt and Gaza, 
Volker Turk, the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, said Israeli bombardments in Gaza have 
killed, maimed and injured in particular women 
and children.

“The collective punishment by Israel of Palestin-
ian civilians amounts also to a war crime, as does 
the unlawful forcible evacuation of civilians,” Turk 
said, according to Press TV.

Turk further said, warning, “We have fallen off a 
precipice. This cannot continue.”

Ambassador warns of war expansion 
if Gaza carnage continues 

TEHRAN- Dozens of students in Tehran 
gathered in front of the Turkish embassy on 
Thursday to protest commercial trade be-
tween Ankara and Tel Aviv.

According to some estimates, Turkey has 
exported nearly 11 billion liters of fuel to the 
Israeli regime in the last decade.

Angered by the Ankara-Tel Aviv trade re-
lationship, the Iranian students gathered in 
front of the Turkish embassy, carrying photos 
of Gaza martyrs and the Palestinian flag.

The protestors chanted “Down with the 

U.S.” and “Down with the Israeli regime.” They 
blasted Ankara for its policies towards the 
Israeli regime. 

They also called for an oil embargo on the 
Israeli regime.

With Israeli war crimes intensifying in the 
Gaza Strip, several countries have put cutting 
ties with the Tel Aviv regime on their agenda. 

The number of Palestinian martyrs has ris-
en to more than 10,000, mostly women and 
children.

Iranian students denounce trade between Ankara, Tel Aviv



Yazdani to be fit 
for 2024 Olympics, 
surgeon says
TEHRAN – Orthopedic surgeon Hamidreza 

Aslani says that Iran’s freestyler Hassan Yazdani 
will be fit for the 2024 Olympic Games.

Yazdani has recently undergone shoulder 
surgery and the concerns have been raised about 
his health condition for the Olympics.

At the 2022 Asian Games held in Hangzhu, 
Yazdani won a gold medal, but was forced to 
undergo surgery soon after the Games. 

“Now the injuries and damages have been 
repaired and they should heal. It depends entirely 
on himself,” Aslani said. 

“Unfortunately, many athletes do not take 
postoperative care seriously. They stay away 
from the treatment process after not paying 
attention to the medical care,” he added. 

The surgery of Hasan Yazdani has raised 
significant concerns among Iranian wrestling 
fans, considering his need for intensive training 
for the Paris Olympics.

Initially, it was believed that Yazdani’s 
primary focus in the next nine months 
would be on his rivalry with David Taylor, his 
American counterpart, and defeating him in 
the Olympic final.

Brazil U17 aim to 
set record against 
Iran
TEHRAN - Brazil will face Iran in the first 

matchday meeting of Group C of the 2023 FIFA 
U17 World Cup at the Jakarta International 
Stadium (JIS) on Saturday and aims to set a 
new record.

Brazil U17, who are headed by Phelipe 
Leal, appeared on this occasion with the 
determination to defend the defending title. 
They want to secure the title won in 2019.

To win the title will be Brazil’s fourth title 
in the U17 World Cup. Now Brazil are only one 
trophy adrift of Nigeria, which has collected 
five titles and are the team with the most wins 
in the U17 World Cup.

Not only determined to defend the title, but 
Brazil are also the team with the most goals 
in the history of the U17 World Cup, which is 
199 goals.

Hossein Abdi’s men were able to reach 
the semifinals at the U17 AFC Cup last June, 
although their move had to be stopped at the 
hands of Japan after losing 0-3.

In addition, from their last five matches, the 
U17 Iran team were able to win three wins, one 
draw and one loss. Facing Brazil U17, Iran can also 
take advantage of the sharpness of their striker, 
Kasra Taheri, who became the mainstay when 
they reached the semifinals of the U17 AFC Cup.

Bam Khatoon lose 
to Red Angels at 
2023 AFC Women’s 
Club Championship
TEHRAN - Hyundai Steel Red Angels Women’s 

FC defeated Iran’s Bam Khatoon FC 2-1 in Group 
B of the AFC Women’s Club Championship 2023 
on Thursday.

The win sets up the Red Angels nicely 
heading into the final group game against 
Australia’s Sydney FC, while Bam Khatoon will 
be aiming for a strong finish when they meet 
FC Nasaf on Sunday.

It was a tense opening half with both sides 
jostling for possession, with Bam Khatoon 
coming into the tie after having lost 3-0 to 
Australia’s Sydney FC in their opener, while the 
Red Angels secured a 2-0 win over FC Nasaf of 
Uzbekistan.

It was the Red Angels who looked the more 
dangerous with Baek Jin-ju almost connecting 
with a header off a corner in the 11th minute 
before Kim Do-yeon missed the target from 
inside the box in the 23rd minute from Lee So-
hee’s set-piece situation.

The Korea Republic side’s hard work finally 
paid off when they were awarded a penalty in 
the 56th minute with Namgung Ye-ji sending 
Bam Khatoon keeper Zahra Khajavi the wrong 
way for the opening goal.

The Red Angels’ celebrations were abruptly 
cut short as Bam Khatoon clawed their way back 
into the game two minutes later after Negin 
Zandi showed individual brilliance when she 
beat three defenders before cooly slotting home 
the ball from close range.

Bam Khatoon wasted a golden opportunity 
to take the lead in the 66th minute when 
Melika Mohammadi struck her close range 
effort straight into the arms of Red Angels 
keeper Kim Min-jung.

The Red Angels regained the lead in the 
79th minute when a poor clearance from Bam 
Khatoon provided the perfect opportunity for 
Kim Min-jung to pounce when she found space 
at the top of the box before striking home.

Foolad edge 
Aluminum at PGPL
TEHRAN – Foolad football team defeated 

Aluminum 1-0 in the 2023/24 Iran’s Persian Gulf 
Pro League (PGPL) on Friday.

Sasan Ansari scored the only goal of the match 
in the 46th minute at the Foolad Arena in Ahvaz. 

It was a vital win for Foolad since the two-
time PGPL champions move up four places in 
the table. 

Earlier in the day, Gol Gohar defeated Mes 
Rafsanjan 2-0, Paykan shared the spoils in a 1-1 
draw with Shams Azar and Malavan were held 
to a 1-1 draw by struggling Esteghlal Khuzestan.

On Saturday, Esteghlal will host Tractor in 
Tehran and Sanat Naft face Havadar in Abadan.

On Sunday, Sepahan will host Persepolis 
in Isfahan and Nassaji meet Zob Ahan in 
Ghaemshahr.

Esteghlal lead the table with 19 points, two 
points ahead of their archrivals Persepolis. 

Darvish Aali among 
five Asian players 
to look out for
 TEHRAN - Iran’s Erfan Darvish Aali is among 

the five players to look out for at the FIFA U17 
World Cup Indonesia 2023.

With the action kicking off on Friday, the-AFC.
com shines the spotlight on one player from 
each of Asia’s five representatives.

Darvish Aali played every minute of Iran’s 
campaign in the AFC U17 Asian Cup Thailand 
2023.

Although the title eluded the Central Asian 
side, their route to the semi-final included 
a 2-0 win over Korea Republic in the group 
stage with Aali playing a vital role, with the 
defender expected to do the same again in 
Indonesia 2023.

Gaku Nawata (Japan), Kim Myeong-jun 
(Korea Republic), Lazizbek Mirzaev (Uzbekistan) 
and Arkhan Kaka Putra (Indonesia) are other 
players to look out for.

Iran U17 ready 
to meet Brazil: 
Hossein Abdi
TEHRAN - Iran U17 football team head coach 

Hossein Abdi says that they are ready to meet 
Brazil in the 2023 FIFA U17 World Cup.

The young Team Melli are scheduled to 
meet Brazil on Saturday in Group C of the 
World Cup at the Jakarta International 
Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia.

“We have traveled to Jakarta from Bali and 
I have to say the weather is a little different 
here,” Abdi said.

“Our goal is to start the competition in the 
best possible way but we know that there is a 
difficult task ahead of us because Brazil are a 
strong team,” he stated.

“We are ready to show a wonderful 
performance against a wonderful Brazil,” 
Abdi concluded.
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IRAN IN FOCUS

TEHRAN – General Majid Mousavi, the 
second-in-command of the Islamic Revolution 
Guard Corps’ Air Force, has praised renowned 
Iranian commander Hassan Tehrani Moghadam 
for his everlasting legacy.

Tehrani Moqaddam is a general known for 
his relentless efforts to further develop Iran’s 
missile program. He began establishing Iran’s 
missile program amidst the Iran-Iraq war which 
began on 1980 and lasted for eight years. 

“In the days following the martyrdom of 
Hassan Tehrani Moghadam, a picture of him was 
published with a thought-provoking sentence 
underneath. Perhaps at that time, no one paid 
much attention to this sentence, but now it 
has become very meaningful. That sentence 
was: ‘Martyr Hassan Tehrani Moghadam is 
a nightmare for the Zionist regime forever.’ 

We see this reality today in the geography of 
resistance. In the holy lands that are now guided 
by Iran’s leadership and have taken a leading 
role in defending the Islamic Revolution,” said 
general Mousavi, during a commemoration 
ceremony for the 12th martyrdom anniversary 
of the highly venerated military official. 

He emphasized that martyred general is the 
founder of Iran’s missile program, saying he 
managed to change the power dynamics of the 
region through his effortless and genuine work. 

Mousavi added that every battle against the 
Israeli regime has so far been fought thanks to 
the efforts of Tehrani Moghadam. 

“This valuable power and capability that 
now terrifies the enemy has a strategic 
intellectual background. The heir to this 
movement is the resistance front, but what 

has made us reach this power is a strategic 
intellectual support that martyr Tehrani 
Moghadam designed and implemented as a 
theory,” the IRGC commander added. 

Tehrani Moqaddam lost his life during an 
explosion in November 2011 west of the Iranian 
capital of Tehran. The blast came during a 
missile test at a base in Bid Ganeh, which killed 
16 other individuals as well. 

IRGC says Tehrani Moghadam still a nightmare for Israel

TEHRAN- Iranian Interior 
Minister Ahmad Vahidi has said 
the U.S. is pursuing the goal of 
bringing about a total economic 
collapse in Iran.

Referring to enemies’ plots to 
undercut Iran’s economy, said 
on Friday that the Americans 
are pursuing a policy aimed at 
causing economic instability in 
Iran.

Speaking at a meeting of 
government and private sector 
officials held in Chaharmahal and 
Bakhtiari province, Ahmad Vahidi 
stated that it is on the agenda 
to overcome economic obstacles 
facing the country. 

During the meeting, the 
interior minister pointed to cruel 
sanctions, stressing “We should 

stand on our own feet and resist 
the economic pressure.”

Vahidi added that choosing 
the year’s slogan with economic 
themes on the part of the Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution shows 
that we have progressed.

He also announced that Iran 
enjoys the status of being the 
19th largest economy in the 
world.

The U.S. has given up the idea 

of attacking Iran because it is 
not able to defend itself against 
the Islamic Republic, according 
to the minister.

He further described “hope” 
as the most essential necessity 
in society.

Vahidi pointed to a large 
amount of liquid funds available 
to Iranian banks, and said, 
“The capabilities of the private 
sector are of top importance for 
investment.”

The minister further underlined 
the importance of using foreign 
financial resources.

He considered “localization” 
as an important factor in 
employment, adding that 
the province’s development 
document should be based on the 

existing capacities.

Vahidi emphasized that water, 
picturesque scenery, nature, 
and hospitable people are the 
potentials of the province, which 
can accelerate the region’s 
progress.

According to the minister, 
finding ways to activate the 
potentials of the province is 
“absolutely necessary.” 

The minister also addressed 
the issue of the upcoming 
parliamentary elections slated 
for March. 

Speaking to reporters, the 
minister said, “We will have good 
election contests.”

According to Vahidi, the 
election process is being carried 
out based on legal processes.

America seeking economic collapse in Iran: minister

Frome Page 1   “My assessment 
is that if the emergency meeting 
of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia does 
not lead to helping the Palestinian 
people and their salvation, the 
scope of conflicts in the region 
will increase because the people 
of the region realize that Islamic 
governments are incapable of 
helping the people of Palestine and 
Gaza,” the president warned while 
stressing that Islamic countries 
should take a cohesive action 
against Israel. 

He also addressed the slow 
trickle of humanitarian aid to the 
people of Gaza.

President Erdogan, for his part, 
also committed to accompany 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
helping the Palestinian people and 
putting pressure on the Zionist 
regime while condemning the 
humanitarian tragedies in Gaza.

Meeting with Aliyev
President Raisi also met with 

Azerbaijani Presidnet Ilham Aliyev 
on the sidelines of the summit. 

During the talks, Raisi 
expressed his support for the 
expansion of relations between 
the two countries and emphasized 
the Islamic Republic’s support 
for the territorial integrity of 
Azerbaijan, including Karabakh. 
He announced Iran’s readiness to 
provide technical and engineering 

services and participate in the 
reconstruction of the war-
tattered region.

The Iranian president, while 
expressing satisfaction with the 
agreement between the two 
countries to resolve regional issues, 
emphasized Iran’s willingness to 
help connect mainland Azerbaijan 
to Nakhchivan. 

“Despite the desires of enemies, 

relations between the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and Azerbaijan are 
expanding, and the hostile enemies 
of the two countries have been 
defeated,” the president noted.

The President of Azerbaijan 
also described the exchange of 
diplomatic delegations between 
Iran and his country as indicative 
of the growing trend of relations 
between Tehran and Baku.

“The efforts of some foreign 
states to disrupt relations between 
the two countries have not had any 
results and will not have any in the 
future,” Aliyev stressed. 

The two leaders highlighted the 
need to strengthen transit and 
energy cooperation, and increase 
interactions in those sectors. 

Elsewhere in their comments, 
they stated that regional security 
can only be attained through 
cooperation, adding that Western 
interference will only prove to be 
detrimental. 

President urges Muslim nations 
to sever ties with Israel

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
has noted that Tehran unconditionally backs 
the Economic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO), calling it the most effective and 
advanced mechanism of economic 
cooperation in the region.

Raisi stated that Tehran is committed 
to raising more funds and effort for the 
advancement of cooperation under the Asian 
political and economic intergovernmental 
body during his speech to the 16th ECO 
summit on Thursday, which took place in 
Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan.

“Today, the Islamic Republic of Iran, with the 
support and cooperation of many independent 
countries and its international partners, is 
working to establish a just system on the 
basis of respect and deepening multilateral 
convergence,” he stressed. 

Raisi went on to add, “The positive trend 
of cooperation in the ECO, and the growing 
interest of member states in enhancing 
relations within the framework of the 
ECO, strengthen our long-standing belief 
that the organization is still the most 
relevant and mature economic cooperation 
mechanism in our region.”

The Iranian president emphasized that 
the ECO has a unique capability built on solid 
foundations such as growing populations, 

great natural resources, and, most 
importantly, an evolving culture.

In 1985, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Pakistan, and Turkey founded the ECO, which 
has its headquarters in Tehran. The ten-
member organization’s primary goal is to 
advance cultural, technological, and economic 
collaboration among its members.

President Raisi also said, “The firm will 
of all ECO members to create a safe, stable, 
and prosperous region and the resolve to 
play an effective role in international arenas 
are valuable assets shared by the member 
states. International systems are now more 
than any other time in the contemporary 
period exposed to change.”

“We firmly believe this change must 
be aimed at boosting the discourse of 
justice and freedom from the system of 
domination and coercion. Multilateralism 
has now clearly lined up against unbridled 
unilateralism,” he continued. 

“I would like to reiterate the unconditional 
support of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
the ECO organization and its activities. 
We are determined to mobilize more 
resources and energy for the development 
of cooperation in ECO.”

Raisi made a brief remark before his 
official speech at the meeting in which 

he denounced the crimes committed by 
Israel against the Palestinian people in the 
beleaguered Gaza Strip.

“Today, supporting Palestine and the 
oppressed people of Gaza is the standard of 
honor for countries, and the governments 
that support the Israeli regime are the most 
dishonorable on earth.”

The Iranian president paused for a little 
while after concluding his initial statement, 
honoring the hundreds of Palestinian 
women and children who were killed in Gaza 
since October 7.

He concluded as saying, “In the end, I would 
like to reiterate the support of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to the ECO organization 
and its activities. We are determined to 
mobilize more resources and energy for the 
development of cooperation in ECO. During 
the term of the presidency of ECO in 2024, 
we will design plans and implement them 
in consultation with the members and the 
secretariat. I hope that the next meeting of 
ECO Foreign Ministers at the end of 2024, 
hosted by the Islamic Republic of Iran, will 
witness good decisions. Other ministers of 
specialized fields of the member countries 
also need to hold their meetings without 
interruption and continuously so that 
necessary and timely decisions are taken to 
advance cooperation.”

Iran collaborating with allies to set up just system, Raisi says



TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commodities 
valued at $3.7 billion to the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) during the first seven months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21-October 22), 
the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA) announced.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the UAE was 
the third top export destination of Iranian non-oil 
goods in the mentioned seven-month period.

The IRICA head also announced that exporting 
non-oil goods worth $11 billion to Iran, the UAE 
was Iran’s first source of import in the first seven 
months of this year.

On September 10, the Financial Times reported 
that trade between Iran and the United Arab 
Emirates has increased significantly as Abu Dhabi 
eased restrictions on business activity between 
the two neighbors.

The UAE has eased some limitations on 
corporate registrations and the issuance of visas 
to companies from Iran in recent months, Financial 
Times reported, quoting business people and 
officials.

Iranian financiers are also exploring how to 
enhance bilateral trade by creating financial 
mechanisms to fund legitimate transactions, the 
report added quoting the sources.

The UAE is Iran’s second-largest trade partner. 
The trade between Iran and the UAE has recovered 
from a pandemic slump of $11 billion in 2020/2021 
to $24 billion in the 12 months ending in March, 
according to Iranian data.

The trade between the two sides has surpassed 
the $22 billion recorded in 2012 before U.S.-led 
sanctions were imposed on the Iranian economy.

Iranian officials have said they are now targeting 
a further increase in bilateral trade towards $30 
billion in the next two years.

“Pressure from the UAE central bank has 
decreased and some Emirati banks have 
started opening bank accounts,” said Masoud 
Daneshmand, a former head of the Iran-UAE 
Chamber of Commerce. “Currently, some Iranian 
companies that used to be in the UAE but had 
become inactive have become active again. Some 
new companies have also started business.”

In diplomatic exchanges, Iranian officials have 
been asking their Emirati counterparts to find 
new mechanisms for financing trade, according to 
people briefed on these conversations.

“Our economic relationship with Iran has long 
been of major importance,” said the UAE’s economy 
ministry. “The UAE’s trade with Iran is conducted in 
full compliance with global rules and standards.”

For years there have been self-imposed 
restrictions on business with Iran, but these have 
been gradually eased in recent years, a UAE-
based businessman said. “There’s a sense of more 
openness.”

Iran and the United Arab Emirates have agreed 
to sign new memorandums of understanding 
(MOUs) on the avoidance of double taxation and 
facilitation of mutual investment.

The decision was made during a meeting 
between Iranian Minister of Finance and Economic 
Affairs Ehsan Khandouzi and UAE Minister of 
State for Financial Affairs Mohamed bin Hadi Al 
Hussaini on the sidelines of the annual meeting 

of the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Board of 
Executive Directors in Jeddah in mid-May.

During the meeting, the officials emphasized 
increasing cooperation in the fields of trade 
and foreign investment; in this regard, it was 
decided that appropriate measures should be 
implemented soon in order to sign agreements on 
facilitating foreign investment and avoidance of 
double taxation between the countries.

Pointing to the positive impact of the resumption 
of relations between the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and Saudi Arabia in the region, Al-Husseini 
said that the volume of trade between the two 
countries has increased about 40 times.

“This volume of trade in various fields indicates 
a natural and positive growth of relations and 
interactions between Iran and the UAE, and the role 
of the governments of the two sides is to encourage 
trade and facilitate it through agreements to avoid 
double taxation, and it is necessary to revise the 
existing agreements between the two countries,” 
he said.

Khandouzi for his part referred to the previous 
unfinished negotiations related to the drafting of 
a foreign investment agreement between the two 
sides, saying: “The Islamic Republic of Iran is ready 
to cooperate in joint profitable projects, as well as 
cooperation for investing in other countries.”

Also on May 9, the head of the Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry of the 
United Arab Emirates said his country is seeking 
to become Iran’s top trading partner in the region.

Abdullah Mohamed Al Mazrouei, who visited 
Iran at the head of a business delegation, made 
the remarks in a meeting with the former Head of 
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and 
Agriculture (ICCIMA) Gholam-Hossein Shafeie in 
Tehran.

During the meeting, the two sides exchanged 
views on the common fields of cooperation, 
economic relations, and how to expand commercial 
relations between the private sectors of Iran and 
the UAE.

Stating that the UAE is one of the most 
important neighboring countries of Iran with a 
deep historical relationship, Shafeie said: “The UAE 
is Iran’s second trading partner in the world after 
China, and the volume of our annual exchanges 
has reached about 24 billion dollars. Despite all the 
restrictions of the past and the heavy shadow of 
political issues on economic relations, the UAE has 
always maintained its good position in relation to 
Iran and the mentioned issues have not been able 
to have a deep impact on our business relations.”

Back in early January, the director-general 
of Bushehr Province’s Ports and Maritime 
Department announced that Iran has launched a 
direct container shipping line from the country’s 
southwestern Bushehr Port to the United Arab 
Emirates’ Port of Jebel Ali.

According to Mohammad Shakibi-Nasab, 
launching the mentioned shipping line is going to 
boost the economic exchanges between the two 
countries.

He further noted that with the new line going 
operational the cost of transporting export 
cargoes has also been reduced for the two sides’ 
traders.

From page 1   “During the 
previous visit of President Raisi 
to Tajikistan, the two countries 
had set a $500 million target for 
the trade between the two sides 
and now considering the current 
trend of relations, a much higher 
goal can be set,” Mehrabian said.

Tehran, Dushanbe ink 18 
MOUs to expand ties

Iran and Tajikistan on 
Wednesday signed a joint 
statement and 18 cooperation 
documents and memorandums 
of understanding (MOUs) to 
deepen bilateral strategic 
relations.

The joint statement was 
signed between President 
Raisi and his Tajik counterpart 
Emomali Rahmon in Tajikistan›s 
capital Dushanbe, IRIB reported.

The documents and MOUs 

were inked by the Iranian and 
Tajik ministers in the presence of 
the two presidents.

As reported, the documents 
and MOUs pertained to a roadmap 
for the long-term bilateral trade 
and economic cooperation 

till 2030, mutual visa-free 
access, anti-drug trafficking 
operations, transportation, 
crisis management and the 
establishment of joint free 
economic zones, as well as inter-
city cooperation in various fields.

During a meeting earlier in the 
day, Raisi said Iran and Tajikistan 
could increase their annual trade 
transactions to $500 million in 
the first step.

Raisi stressed that historical, 
religious, and cultural 
commonalities shared by the two 
countries provide a favorable 
ground for enhancing bilateral 
relations in all aspects.

The Tajik president, for his 
part, highlighted the necessity to 
develop bilateral ties, particularly 
in mining, health, science and 
technology, and agriculture 
sectors

Heading a high-ranking 
delegation, Raisi arrived in 
Dushanbe on Wednesday. During 
the day, he also attended a 
meeting of the two countries› 
traders and businessmen.

TEHRAN – Alireza Ahmadi has been appointed 
as the new managing director of the National 
Iranian Tanker Company (NITC), the company’s 
Public Relations Department announced.

NITC’s new managing director holds a Ph.D. in 
Production Management and a Master’s degree 
in Industrial Engineering from Tarbiat Modares 

University. He is also a lecturer at Iran University 
of Science and Technology.

Ahmadi, who was previously the head of Iran’s 
Oil Industries Engineering and Construction 
Group (OIEC), was appointed to the post replacing 
Hossein Shiva, who was the managing director of 
the company since November 2021.

NITC, which operates the largest tanker 
fleet in West Asia and has the world’s largest 
fleet of supertankers, transports Iranian 
crude and also acts as an independent 
entity in contracts with foreign concerns for 
crude oil transportation based on prevailing 
international freight rates.

From page 1   (CAO) and the Afghan side, the 
MOU between Iran’s Esfahan Steel Company 
and the Afghan side, and the MOU between 
Iran’s Secretariat of Free Trade and Special 
Economic Zones and the Afghan sides.

Afghanistan’s delegation arrived in Iran 
on Saturday (November 4). The 30-member 
delegation was led by Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar.

In the same day, Iran’s capital Tehran hosted 
an Iran-Afghanistan Joint Economic Committee 

meeting for the first time after the new 
government in Afghanistan took office.

The Iranian and Afghan representatives to 
Joint Economic Committee held the first day 
of their meeting, with high-ranking economic 
officials of both countries being in attendance. 

The formation of joint working groups in 
fields such as trade, transit, transportation, 
customs and the environment were discussed 
on the first day of the two-day meeting.

The two sides also agreed on the formation 
of several more working groups tasked with 
identifying problems in the way of economic 
cooperation between the two neighbors. 

Also, Iranian Transport and Urban 
Development Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash 
hosted a meeting with Afghanistan’s Acting 
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation 
Hamidullah Akhundzada in which the two sides 
discussed ways of developing transport ties.

TEHRAN- The value of non-oil 
export from Mazandaran province, 
in the north of Iran, rose 11 percent 
during the first seven months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-October 22), as compared to the 
same period of time in the past year, an 
official with the Customs Department 
of the province announced.

Amir Jamshidi also announced that 
the value of non-oil import to the 
province increased by 77 percent in the 
mentioned seven-month period.

The official further said that the 
value of the province’s non-oil trade 
rose 66 percent to $1.591 billion in the 
first seven months of the present year, 
from $957 million in the same time 
span of the previous year.

As announced by the head of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA), Iran 
exported 79.5 million tons of non-
oil commodities worth $28.3 billion 
during the first seven months of the 
current Iranian calendar year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that 
the 7-month non-oil export indicates 
29.32 percent rise in weight, and less 
than one percent drop in value, year on 
year.

The official further announced that 
20.9 million tons of non-oil goods 
worth $36 billion were imported to 
the country during the seven-month 
period of this year, with 6.21 percent 
growth in weight, and 12.61 percent 
rise in value, as compared to the same 
period of time in the previous year.

Rezvani-Far, who is also the deputy 
minister of finance and economic 
affairs, went on to say that the 
country’s seven-month non-oil trade 
stands at 100.4 million tons worth 
$64.4 billion, with 23.71 percent rise 
in weight, and 6.2 percent increase in 
value, year on year.

He named liquefied natural gas, 
liquefied propane and liquefied butane 
as the main exported goods, and 
China, Iraq, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Turkey and India as the main 

destinations of Iran’s non-oil exports 
during the first seven months of the 
present year.

The IRICA head also mentioned corn 
as livestock food, mobile phones and 
soybeans as the main imported goods 
and the United Arab Emirates, China, 
Turkey, Germany and India as the main 
sources of non-oil imports of Iran in 
the said seven months.

During this period, the average 
customs value of each ton of exported 
goods went from $466 to $357, which 
shows a decrease of 23.43 percent, 
according to Rezvani-Far.

It should be mentioned that due to 
the decrease in global prices of some 
export goods, including petrochemical 
products, the country’s non-oil export 
has faced a decrease in value despite 
the increase in weight.

The official also said that the average 
customs value of each ton of imported 
goods was $1,721, which has grown by 
6.03 percent compared to $1,624 in the 
first seven months of the last year.

TEHRAN – Iran exported 
325,455 tons of dairy products, 
valued at over $436 million in the 
first seven months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
21-October 22), registering a 
13 percent increase in terms of 
value compared to last year’s 
corresponding period.

Based on the latest data 
released by the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA), the exports of dairy 
products in the said period also 
increased by 16.5 percent in terms 
of weight, Tasnim News Agency 
reported.

Among the exported dairy 
products, butter, ice cream, 
milk, and condensed cream have 
decreased in export volume, while 
other products have increased.

Speaking in an interview with 
IRNA on October 25, Spokesperson 
for the Iranian Dairy Industry 
Association Mohammad-Reza 
Banitaba said the country’s 

export of dairies in the first half 
of the current Iranian year (March 
21-September 22) increased 
considerably compared to last 
year’s corresponding period.

According to the official, Iran 
exported 239.886 tons of dairy 
products from March 21 to 
September 22, showing a 17.3 
percent rise in weight compared 
to last year’s corresponding 
period.

In this period, milk, cream, sour 
yogurt drinks, and industrial dry 
milk were among the main dairy 
products exported from the 
country, he said, adding that Iran’s 
export of milk and cream showed 
a 22.27 percent growth compared 
to the same period of last year.

Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan 
were Iran’s main trade partners in 
terms of export of dairy products, 
Banitaba added.

Back in July, a board member 
of Iran Dairy Industries Society 
(IDIS) said the country plans to 
establish milk processing plants 
(refineries) across the country to 
increase annual dairy exports up 
to $2.7 billion.

“Despite the fact that the plan 
for building milk refineries was 
chosen as a national plan in the 
economic headquarters, the 
plan has been postponed so far,” 
Gholam-Ali Soleimani said.

Iran was the largest net 
exporter of dairy in Asia in 2022, 
according to figures reported 
by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO).

In a report published in late 
June, FAO put Iran’s dairy exports 
last year at 1.583 million metric 
tons (mt) while estimating that 
the country had imported only 
86,000 mt of such products over 
the same period.

The figures, from FAO’s Food 
Outlook, a biannual report on 
global food markets, showed that 
Iran’s dairy exports accounted for 
17 percent of the total milk and 
dairy exports by Asian countries 
in 2022.

Dairy exports from Iran 
accounted for 13 percent of the 
country’s total milk and dairy 
production last year which 
reached 7.840 million mt, showed 
FAO figures which indicated that 
the output may drop slightly in 
2023 to 7.820 million mt.

Iran has introduced extensive 
measures to ensure food security 
in the country since 2018 when its 
oil exports came under American 
sanctions.

The country has encouraged 
increased production and exports 
of agrofood products as part of 
its plans to reduce reliance on oil 
exports and to create jobs for its 
population.
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Iran exports non-oil goods worth 
$3.7b to UAE in 7 months

Alireza Ahmadi appointed NITC’s new managing director

Iran, Afghanistan ink 5 economic co-op MOUs

Export from Mazandaran province rises 11% in 7 months on year

Export of dairy products up 13% in 7 months yr/yr

Iran-Tajikistan trade up  
10 folds in 2 yevars: official

 
 

 
urchase of Seamless & Pncement for the nnouA th2 TenderCall for 

Welded Pipes Related to the Structural items of the Belal platform 
project, Tender No. 939468 

 
Iran Offshore Engineering and Construction Company intends to purchase 
the Tender of Seamless & Welded Pipes Related to the Structural items 
of the Belal platform project through a public tender. Therefore, the 
applicants are allowed to have 30 days after the date of 1st publication of the 
tender notice in the newspaper to participate in this tender . 
 
To download the tender documents, please visit the tender’s section of the 
IOEC's website:  WWW.IOEC.COM/TENDERS, and Please do not hesitate 
to contact with Mr. M.R. Edaltakhah with Tel:  +9821-82842740 under sign 
for any inquiries and more information. 

 
 
 

 
 



For settlers, the truth is the biggest casualty of the war
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By Sondos Al-Asaad

A month has passed since the heroic “Al-Aqsa 
Storm” operation, and the Zionist enemy has 
not yet recovered from the security and military 
shock, which with record speed has penetrated 
Western consciousness, and exposed the lies and 
hypocrisy of so-called Western “democracies” 
publicly and on live television.

For their part, the Palestinians have shown 
an exceptional level of steadfastness despite 
all the siege and genocide.  Yes, Palestinians 
are an outstanding nation who are now 
drafting an unprecedented historical epic that 
will be immortal for future generations despite 
the pain and dear sacrifices, and they will not 
submit to the conspiracy to expel them once 

again from their land.

In the meantime, the normalization project 
with the Zionist regime has ultimately failed as 
the temporary colonial entity is unable even to 
protect itself.  

Besides, the pro-resistance axis is in a 
continuous and advanced state of escalation and 
possesses many cards, and thus the qualifications 
for an immense victory.

Many pro-Zionist Jewish movements have 
even expressed their rejection of the criminality 
of Netanyahu and his government. Historically, 
sympathy for the Palestinian cause at the 
global level was not at the same pace today, 
as alternative media platforms and satellite 
channels supporting the resistance like Press TV 

& Al Mayadeen - despite all restrictions - have 
helped refute the Zionist-Western narrative, 
as well as exposing the hypocritical Western 
diplomacy, which unconditionally supports the 
ongoing Zionist aggression. As for the major 
Western mainstream media institutions, they 
have continued their bias towards the occupation 
manipulating terminologies that serve the heinous 
actions carried out by the apartheid Israeli regime.

During the first month of the war, everyone 
in the world awaited the speech of Hezbollah’s 
leader, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, after an event 
that shook not only the occupation entity but the 
entire world.  Since the second day of the epic of 
the “Al-Aqsa Storm”, Hezbollah has entered the 
battle, offering dozens of martyrs. The resistance 
movement has since been on the rise, this has 

been confirmed by Sayyed Nasrallah, who has 
spoken as an international leader, waging an 
existential battle - a humanitarian one - “whoever 
remains silent must reconsider his humanity.”

Sayyed Nasrallah has once again demonstrated 
his ability to examine the fragility of the colonial 
Zionist entity.  He has reaffirmed his historic vision 

that “Israel is weaker than a spider’s web,” and 
that Washington is the master of the arrogant and 
imperialist scheme in West Asia; he has detailed how 
the Palestinian resistance is strong and capable, and 
that its relationship with other resistance factions is 
an integrated rather than a hierarchical one.

Psychologically speaking, the speech of 
Sayyed Nasrallah has inflamed the Islamic and 
humanitarian conscience, has awakened the 
flame of the human liberation sentiment, and has 
aborted seditious divisive conspiracies.

Sayyed Nasrallah’s speech has recalled Imam 
Khomeini’s famous saying that states “If every 
Muslim poured a bucket of water on Israel, it 
would be erased from existence.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

A month after the epic of “Al-Aqsa Storm”: Israeli failure to curb Palestinian resistance

From page 1   He says, in broken English, that 
Hamas fighters burned homes and burned babies 
inside those homes. 

“Inside, we found eight babies, burned in this 
corner, among other people burned in the house,” 
he added in what is a very graphic statement. 

The concrete wall behind the officer can be 
seen reduced to rubble. 

As activists have pointed out, fires burn wood 
and other flammable items, and why would 
Hamas take the time, in a quick operation, to set 
a house (made of concrete) on fire? 

A fire does not collapse concrete structures 
as published in various videos by Israeli military 
officers, showing the alleged aftermath of 
Hamas’ attacks. 

Concrete does not burn – it cannot be set on fire, 
and it does not emit any toxic fumes when affected 
by fire. Concrete is proven to have a high degree of 
fire resistance and, in the majority of applications, 
can be described as virtually fireproof.

Another Israeli military officer, in a separate TV 
interview, again standing in front of a concrete 
housing unit, also speaking in broken English, 
claims, “Children in the same room.. someone 
comes and kills them all. 15 girls and teenagers, 
they put in the same room. Three hand grenades 
and this over. This is a massacre.” 

The Hamas fighters that entered the 
settlements were armed with machine guns and 
grenade launchers. 

That doesn’t cause the level of damage that 
Israeli officials claim. 

So, how did they destroy concrete homes? 

The simple answer is that Hamas did not burn 
anyone, nor did their fighters leave concrete 
buildings flattened with babies inside. 

The Israeli military did. The initial testimonies 
of eyewitnesses and Israeli sources contradict 
the Israeli account of the events that unfolded 
on October 7. Apache helicopter pilots have 
admitted to firing continuously without 
intelligence on targets, while tank crews were 
ordered to shell homes, regardless of whether 
there were Israelis inside or not. 

The regime’s media interviewed Israeli soldiers 
who responded to Hamas’ operation. And Israeli 
media themselves learned some shocking news. 

Israeli news outlets, which can be viewed 
online, pointed out that the Israeli military “was 
struggling to handle the Hamas fighters.”

Tuval Escapa, an Israeli military coordinator 
at the Kibbutz Be’eri settlement, set up a hotline 
between settlers and the army. 

Escapa told the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz that “as desperation began to set 
in” commanders in the field made “difficult 
decisions” including shelling houses on their 
occupants in order to eliminate the (Hamas 
fighters) along with the hostages”.

This was confirmed by Yasmin Porat, an Israeli 

settler, who survived a hostage standoff in the 
Be’eri settlement.

She said that, during intense clashes, Israeli 
Special Forces “undoubtedly” killed all those inside 
the house, including her husband, along with two 
Hamas fighters, (who were surrendering), using 
tank shells and frenzied gunfire.

In an interview Porat gave with Israeli media on 
October 7, she is asked: “So our forces may have 
shot them (Israelis)?”

“Undoubtedly”?, she answers.

Asked again, “When they tried to eliminate the 
abductors, Hamas?”

“They (Israeli forces) eliminated everyone, 
including the (Israeli) hostages, because there 
was very heavy cross fire ... 2 tank shells were shot 
at the house, you saw it on the news,” she replied. 

“And your partner was killed too?”

“Yes” she says, “everyone was killed there. Just 
horrible.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Did Israelis kill Israelis on October 7? 

Gaza death toll tops 
11,000 
In its latest update, the health ministry in Gaza 

says the number of Palestinians killed in Israel’s 
attack since October 7 has risen to at least 11,078. 

 The death toll includes at least 4,506 children, 
the ministry said.

Ministry spokesperson Ashraf al-Qudra says 
Israel has bombed al-Shifa Hospital buildings five 
times since Thursday night. 

Hamas says an Israeli strike on the al-Shifa 
hospital has killed at least 13 people. 

The UN human rights chief urges an 
investigation into what he calls Israel’s use of 
“high-impact explosive weapons” in Gaza. 

Gaza’s health ministry says Israeli tanks are 
surrounding four hospitals from all directions, specifically 
al-Rantisi Hospital, al-Nasser Hospital, Government Eyes 
Hospital, and the Mental Health Hospital. 

The Palestinian Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and Expatriates says Israel “kidnaps hospitals as 
hostages for extortion” in Gaza. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says there have been 
some “issues” getting aid into Gaza through the 
Rafah crossing. 

Palestinian Health Minister Mai al-Kaila says 18 
hospitals in Gaza have ceased operations since the 
start of the Israeli military offensive in early October.

 ‘If there is hell on 
Earth, its name is 
northern Gaza’: UN
 The UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says there have been 
some “issues” getting aid into Gaza through the 
Rafah crossing with Egypt.  

At a briefing, the agency said the crossing had 
been designed for pedestrians, not trucks. 

 Only 65 trucks carrying food, medicine, hygiene 
supplies and water, and seven ambulances, crossed 
from Egypt into Gaza on Wednesday, it said, adding 
that none of that aid can reach northern Gaza. 

 “We cannot drive to the north at the current 
point, which is of course deeply frustrating 
because we know there are several hundred 
thousand people who remain in the north,” said 
OCHA spokesperson Jens Laerke.  

“If there is a hell on Earth today, its name is northern 
Gaza,” he said. “It is a life of fear by day and darkness 
at night and what do you tell your children in such a 
situation, it’s almost unimaginable – that the fire they 
see in the sky is out to kill them?” he said.

No chance Biden 
gets votes from 
Muslims after Gaza 
‘genocide’: Council 
on American-Islamic 
Relations chief
US President Joe Biden has “ignored our 

people” during the ongoing Gaza crisis and “we’re 
going to ignore him” in next year’s presidential 
election, the head of the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR) has said.  

“We told him directly, in our personal capacities, 
that if you do not call for an immediate cease-fire, 
you will not get our votes in 2024,” Nihad Awad, 
CAIR’s executive director and co-founder, told 
Anadolu in a video interview. 

 “There’s no possibility for us to vote for him or 
give him any support.” 

 Awad’s remarks came shortly after Biden, 
responding to a question as he departed for 
a trip to the state of Illinois, said there is “no 
possibility” of a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip, 
where relentless Israeli attacks have now killed 
nearly 11,000 Palestinians, including more than 
7,300 children and women. 

 “The Biden administration, in our view, has been 
betraying American Muslim voters and the pro-
Palestine movement, who were promised that he 
would center human rights in his policies, both 
domestic and foreign,” Awad said.  

“What we see is a total violation of human rights, 
dignity and equality for people abroad, especially 
for Palestinians.”  

He said when people voted for Biden, they were 
expecting to see a leader who would bring “peace, 
tranquility and justice for all people.” 

 “What we see from him is completely one-sided 
support for the state of Israel,” he said, accusing the 
administration of giving a “green light” to Israel’s 
atrocities against Palestinians with “American-
supplied weapons, American taxpayers’ dollars, 
and American political support.”

Germany says it will 
continue diplomatic 
efforts to prevent 
regional war in 
Middle East
Chancellor Olaf Scholz said on Friday that the 

German government will continue its diplomatic 
efforts to prevent the Gaza war from turning into 
a major regional conflict.  

“Together with the US, our European allies and 
our partners in the region, we are doing everything 
we can diplomatically to prevent this from 
becoming a conflagration,” he said at a military 
conference in Berlin.  

“Germany’s place is at the side of Israel,” Scholz 
said, adding that “we will support Israel, wherever 
necessary, in exercising its right to self-defense.” 

 German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock 
was beginning her Middle East tour on Friday as 
part of Berlin’s diplomatic efforts to stop further 
escalation of the crisis.

No possibility of Gaza 
ceasefire – Biden
US President Joe Biden has ruled out any hope 

of achieving a lasting ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas in Gaza.  

“None. No possibility,” Biden told reporters 
outside the White House on Thursday when asked 
about the chances of a firm cessation in hostilities.  

Speaking to reporters separately later in the day 
as he was boarding the Air Force One, the president 
revealed he had been pushing for a “pause” in 
fighting “for a lot more than three days.”

Gaza vs. Ukraine:  
The Ugly Face of Israel and West

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN — “It’s hard to look at 
what he is doing in Ukraine, what 
his forces are doing in Ukraine 
and think that any ethical moral 
individual could justify that,” John 
Kirby, the White House National 
Security Council spokesperson, 
expressed in April of 2022 when 
talking about Putin’s “depravity” 
in Ukraine. He seemed to be visibly 
moved by the loss of civilian lives 
during Moscow’s invasion of the 
country. “It’s difficult to look at 
some of the images and imagine 
that any well-thinking serious 
mature leader would do that,” 
he added while struggling to 
contain his emotions and pausing 
dramatically, looking overwhelmed 
by the grief caused by Russia›s 
actions.

Over a year later, however, when 
discussing the callous deaths of 
Palestinian children at the hands 
of Israel, Kirby appeared to have 
become completely desensitized 
to the immense tragedy. “Innocent 
civilians are going to be hurt going 
forward,” he remarked, suggesting 
a shift from his previously 
compassionate and sorrowful 
demeanor. It seemed that he was no 
longer affected by the distressing 
scenes of children amidst rubble, 
or by the sight of their charred and 
mutilated bodies on hospital floors.

This perceptible change in 
attitude is also evident in the 
rhetoric of Western leaders, 
who have depicted Putin as a 
“psychopathic” and “narcissistic” 
leader with imperialistic ambitions 
for his war on Ukraine, a man that 
has forever tarnished his legacy for 
the killing of Ukrainian civilians and 
the destruction of their homes.

According to figures published by 
the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 

the period from February 2022 to 
September 2023 saw approximately 
9,600 civilian casualties in the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, inclusive 
of 544 children who lost their lives 
during the 563 days of war. The toll 
of Israel’s war on Gaza has resulted 
in even more catastrophic outcomes. 
In just one month of conflict, the 
Zionists have claimed the lives of 
10,812 Palestinian civilians, including 
4,412 children. The Palestinian health 
ministry in Gaza has meticulously 
documented the casualties, 
releasing lists which match the 
names of the dead with their 
government identification numbers. 

Seeing how Western leaders have 
reacted to the Russian president’s 
offensive in Ukraine, and how they 
have been appearing in front of 
cameras looking devastated by the 
loss of civilian lives, one expects 
to witness a similar response to 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s far more 
deadly attacks on Gaza. But instead 
of receiving a diagnosis on his mental 
state or being labeled a war criminal, 
the Israeli prime minister has 
warmly been embraced by Western 
leaders who had traveled to the 
occupied territories to express their 
unflagging support for the regime. 

Western media has also been 
reflecting the rhetoric of American 
and European leaders with no 
compunctions. While Putin has 
been vilified as a blood-thirsty war 
criminal, Netanyahu is being praised 
as a battle-hardened leader who, 
through his relentless killing of 
civilians, is simply trying to uphold 
democracy and freedom. 

Only ten days after its invasion of 
Ukraine, Russia became the most-
sanctioned country in the world. 
There are currently 14,081 sanctions 
on Russian individuals and entities 
in place. While undoubtedly it is the 
Russian citizens that are affected 
the most by these sanctions, 
the West likes to claim that its 11 
packages of embargo aim to weaken 
Kremlin’s ability to finance the war. 

The West’s response to the 
genocide and dislocation of Gazans 
and Israel’s attempt to airbrush 
Palestinians out of history has, as 
you guessed, been vastly different. 
Not only didn’t Israel get hit by any 
sort of sanctions for its evident 
war crimes in Gaza, it has been 
receiving Western munitions and 
bombs needed to carry out the 
heinous attacks. The United States 
House of Representatives has 

passed a plan providing $14.5bn in 
military aid for Israel. The U.S., as 
Israel’s forever godfather, has also 
been risking another world war, by 
threatening Israel’s neighbors and 
deploying marines and nuclear sea-
crafts in the Persian Gulf and the 
Mediterranean. 

But if we look closely, we can 
sense some similarities between 
these two conflicts as well. 

In both conflicts, Washington’s 
conduct is duplicitous and 
troubling. It vehemently resists 
the pursuit of peace and ceasefire, 
leading to the loss of innocent 
lives and the destruction of critical 
infrastructure, including industrial, 
healthcare, and residential 
facilities. This callous disregard for 
casualties stems from a calculated 
strategy: to weaken its adversaries, 
even at the expense of civilian lives 
and mass societal turmoil. 

In the context of the Ukraine 
conflict, America›s focus on 
weakening Russia translates to 
the sacrifice of Ukrainian lives and 
the devastation of the country›s 
economic, industrial, and healthcare 
structures. Similarly, in the Gaza 
conflict, America›s pursuit of 
undermining its West Asian 
adversaries, including Hamas, 
Hezbollah and their supporters like 
Iran, results in the death of non-
combatants and destruction of 
critical residential and healthcare 
infrastructures in the Gaza Strip. 
Ultimately, the U.S. emerges as the 
true beneficiary of both conflicts, 
aiming to diminish its opponents 
and bolster its strategic interests. 
The U.S. is adamant about meeting 
its interests and does not shy 
away from using any tactics; even 
if it means it has to shed the blood 
of countless innocent civilians. 
Remember, Americans killed one 
million people in Iraq, and they didn’t 
bat an eye while doing so. 



 From page 1   As mentioned 
by Archnet, the cathedral has greatly 
influenced the architecture and deco-
rative treatment of many subsequent 
and smaller Orthodox churches in the 
entire Persian-Mesopotamian region.

Construction is believed to have 
begun in 1606, and completed with 
major alterations to the original de-
sign between 1655 and 1664 under 
the supervision of Archbishop Da-
vid.

A must-see for art and architec-
ture lovers, the cathedral, consists 
of a domed sanctuary much like an 
Iranian mosque but with the signif-
icant addition of a semi-octagonal 
apse and raised chancel usually 
seen in Western churches.

The picturesque interior spaces 
are richly decorated with restored 
wall paintings full of life and color, 
including gruesome martyrdoms 
and pantomime demons.

Overall, the exterior is in relatively 
modern brickwork and is exception-
ally plain compared to its ornately 
decorated interior with wall paint-
ings and gilded carvings beyond a 
wainscot of rich tile work, reaching 
up to its high ceiling and dome. 

Narratives say the delicately blue 
and gold painted central dome de-
picts the Biblical story of the creation 
of the world and man’s expulsion 
from Eden.

In the courtyard, there is a large 
freestanding belfry towering over 
the graves of both Orthodox Arme-
nians and Protestant Christians. 

Regarding its architecture, the 
varying fortunes and independence 
of this suburb across the Zayan-
deh River (aka Zayandehrud) and its 
eclectic mix of European missionar-

ies, mercenaries, and travelers can be 
traced almost chronologically in the 
cathedral’s combination of building 
styles and contrasts in its external 
and internal architectural treatment.

Originally a modest center of 
Gregorian Christianity in Persia, the 
church was rebuilt as a magnificent 
cathedral over the relics of St. Jo-
seph of Arimathia with the patron-
age of the Safavid emperors. 

Prime amongst the other revered 
and historic churches (Holy Mary, 
Hakop, George, and the Bethlehem) 
in Isfahan, the All Saviour’s Cathe-
dral has continued to be the focus 
of the Armenian Church in Iran. 

Inside the magnificent cathedral 
is a museum, which showcases a 
historical printing press, and a large 
library invaluable for research in 
Armenian and medieval European 
languages and arts. Moreover, a 
memorial outside commemorates 

the genocide of 1915.

 Half the world?

Isfahan was once a crossroads of 
international trade and diplomacy 
in Iran and now it is one of Iran’s 
top tourist destinations for good 
reasons.

When Shah Abbas the Great be-
came ruler of Persia’s Safavid dy-
nasty in 1587, he chose Isfahan as 
his capital and undertook to make 
it eclipse all other cities. During 
his reign, he built so many palaces, 
mosques, gardens, and bridges that 
the inhabitants boasted: “Isfahan 
nesfe Jahan”— “Isfahan is half the 
world.” The subtle nickname implies 
that seeing Isfahan is relevant to 
seeing half the world.

Shah Abbas’s immediate succes-
sors continued the beautification. 
According to a contemporary, Is-
fahan, a city of 600,000, had 162 
mosques, 48 colleges, 273 public 

baths, and no fewer than 1,802 
caravanserais — open courtyards 
surrounded with buildings, which 
served as medieval tourist parks 
where travelers could find water for 
their camels and food and lodging 
for themselves.

The city is filled with many archi-
tectural wonders, such as unmatched 
Islamic buildings, bazaars, museums, 
Persian gardens, and tree-lined bou-
levards. It’s a city for walking, getting 
lost in its mazing bazaars, dozing in 
beautiful gardens, and meeting peo-
ple. Moreover, it is renowned not only 
for the abundance of great historical 
bridges but also for its ‘life-giving river’, 
the Zayandeh Road, which has long be-
stowed the city an original beauty and 
fertility.

The cool blue tiles of Isfahan’s Is-
lamic buildings, and the city’s majes-
tic bridges, contrast perfectly with 
the encircling hot, dry Iranian coun-
tryside.

The huge Imam Square, best 
known as Naghsh-e Jahan Sq. (liter-
ary meaning “Image of the World”), 
is one of the largest in the world 
(500m by 160m), and a majestic 
example of town planning. Con-
structed in the early 17th century, 
the UNESCO-registered square is 
punctuated with the most interest-
ing sights in Isfahan.

The square was at the heart of 
the Safavid capital’s culture, econ-
omy, religion, social power, govern-
ment, and politics. It is hemmed on 
four sides by magnificent buildings: 
to the east, the Sheikh Lotfollah 
Mosque; to the west, the palace of 
Ali Qapu; to the north, the portico 
of Qeysarieh; and to the south, the 
eminent Imam Mosque.

In a mountainous region in the heart of Ethiopia, 
some 645 km from Addis Ababa, eleven medieval 
monolithic churches have been carved out of rock. 

The UNESCO-designated site contains churches 
that were not constructed traditionally but rath-
er were hewn from the living rock of monolithic 
blocks. These blocks were further chiseled out, 
forming doors, windows, columns, various floors, 
roofs, etc. This gigantic work was further complet-
ed with an extensive system of drainage ditches, 
trenches, and ceremonial passages, some with 
openings to hermit caves and catacombs.

According to the UN cultural body, their building 
is attributed to King Lalibela who set out to con-

struct in the 12th century a ‘New Jerusalem’, after 
Muslim conquests halted Christian pilgrimages to 
the holy Land. Lalibela flourished after the decline 
of the Aksum Empire.

There are two main groups of churches – to 
the north of the river Jordan: Biete Medhani Alem  
(House of the Saviour of the World), Biete  Mariam 
(House of Mary), Biete  Maskal (House of the Cross), 
Biete Denagel (House of Virgins), Biete Golgotha Mi-
kael (House of Golgotha Mikael); and to the south of 
the river, Biete Amanuel (House of Emmanuel), Biete 
Qeddus Mercoreus (House of St. Mercoreos), Biete 
Abba Libanos (House of Abbot Libanos), Biete Ga-
briel Raphael (House of Gabriel Raphael), and Biete 
Lehem (House of Holy Bread). The eleventh church, 

Biete Ghiorgis (House of St. George), is isolated from 
the others, but connected by a system of trenches.

Biete Medhani Alem, with its five aisles, is believed 
to be the largest monolithic church in the world, 
while Biete Ghiorgis has a remarkable cruciform 
plan. Most were probably used as churches from the 
outset, but Biete Mercoreos and Biete Gabriel Rafael 
may formerly have been royal residences. Several of 
the interiors are decorated with mural paintings.

Near the churches, the village of Lalibela has 
two-storey round houses, constructed of local red 
stone, and known as the Lasta Tukuls. These ex-
ceptional churches have been the focus of pilgrim-
age for Coptic Christians since the 12th century.

TEHRAN – A number of Iranian cultural heritage 
experts and their Greek fellows will be holding a se-
ries of online workshops on digital tools and tech-
niques such as photogrammetry and 3D modeling. 

The workshop will be held for managers of Iran’s 
World Heritage sites and nationally-registered 
sites under the auspices of the Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts, Mehr reported. 

In this workshop, participants will get to know 
the principles of photogrammetry and documen-
tary photography of historical monuments, the 
report said. 

Photogrammetry is the art and science of de-
riving accurate 3-D metric and descriptive object 
information from multiple analog and digital im-

ages. It is one surveying method among others, 
e.g. simple and tactile methods, tachymetric and 
GPS surveys, various scanning methods, or re-
mote sensing from satellites.

Cultural heritage is an essential part of the ur-
ban landscape of historical cities. Its great socio-
economic and anthropological value is witnessed 
by the United Nations’ having included it as part 
of Sustainable Development Goal 11, which aims to 
“strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the 
world’s cultural and natural heritage’.

Despite the global recognition of cultural heri-
tage’s importance and role in enriching our lives, 
it is under constant menace. The International 
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) has 

acknowledged eight different threats, of which 
urbanisation – manifested through rapid demo-
graphic changes and pressures, homogenisation, 
loss of identity and, in the worst case, demolition 
– is seen perhaps as the most significant.

Because these threats are complex and 
multi-layered, preservation and efficient man-
agement of cultural heritage demand robust in-
formation. One such information-gathering tool is 
geo-information technology (GIT), which, through 
its different forms – remote sensing and graphic 
information systems (GIS), photogrammetry, and 
laser scanning – has long been used to document, 
model and monitor cultural heritage as well as 
disseminate information about it.

TEHRAN – A collection of photo-
graphs depicting natural and cul-
tural destinations in Iran’s South 
Khorasan province will go on show at 
the headquarters of the Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and 
Tourism in Tehran.

 Skills passed down from genera-
tion to generation, indigenous ritu-
als, handicrafts, and lifestyle habits 
will be other themes for the five-day 
exhibit, which opens tomorrow. 

Available data suggests more 
than 3,000 foreign travelers made 

overnight stays during their visits 
to the lesser-known province in the 
past Iranian calendar year that end-
ed on March 21. 

Situated in eastern Iran, South Kho-
rasan is bounded by the UNESCO-reg-
istered Lut Desert on its south edge. It 
is home to many historical and natural 
attractions, such as Birjand Castle, 
Dragon Cave, Furg Citadel, and Polond 
Desert. The province is also known 
for its handmade rugs, as well as its 
saffron and barberry, among several 
other agricultural products.

The province has long been a desti-
nation for sightseers and researchers 
willing to visit centuries-old windmills, 
locally known as Asbads, such as ones 
located in the oasis city of Tabas-e Ma-

sina and Khansharaf village.

Khorasan — meaning the “Land of the 
Sun” — is a historical region and realm 
comprising a vast territory now lying in 
northeastern Iran, southern Turkmen-
istan, and northern Afghanistan. The 
historical region extended along the 
north, from the Amu Darya (Oxus River) 
westward to the Caspian Sea and, along 
the south, from the fringes of the central 
Iranian deserts eastward to the moun-
tains of central Afghanistan.

Iran seeks to reap a bonanza from 
its numerous tourist spots such as 
bazaars, museums, mosques, bridg-
es, bathhouses, madrasas, mauso-
leums, churches, towers, and man-
sions, of which 27 are inscribed on 
the UNESCO World Heritage list.

TEHRAN – Many farmers in Uramanat, a 
UNESCO-registered rural landscape in west-
ern Iran, adorned gardens to celebrate the 
harvest of pomegranates. 

Every autumn, many pomegranate grow-
ers in Uramanat hold centenaries to thank 
God and celebrate the harvest season. This 
year, the rotating festival was held in Dala-
marz village of the World Heritage landscape 
on Nov. 8. 

Stretched on the slopes of Sarvabad 
county, and shared between the prov-
inces of Kordestan and Kermanshah, Ur-
amanat embraces dense and step-like 
rows of houses in a way that the roof of 
each house forms the yard of the upper 
one, a feature that adds to its charm and 
attractiveness. Also, it is home to many 
gardens, including ones dedicated to 
pomegranates.

Native to Iran and eastward up to northern 
India, pomegranates are widely cultivated in 

most provinces of Iran, with different colors, 
sizes, and flavors. 

When it comes to Persian literature, the 
pomegranate (Anaar) is there bearing a 
metaphor or symbol. Some say pomegran-
ates can be used to manifest a range of 
metaphors in Persian poetry due to their 
intense red color, round shape, and numer-
ous seeds.

Ancient Iranians believed that the pome-
granate was a sign of fertility due to its 
abundant seeds. It is a high pillar of festivi-
ties on Yalda Night. Narratives say the pres-
ence of pomegranates symbolizes blessings 
for a new life. The number of seeds scattered 
indicates how many children a young woman 
may give birth to!

Moreover, the pomegranate has long been 
one of the essential ingredients for Persian 
cuisine to bring a kind of balance, taste, and 
flavor.

Following a summer of strong tourism de-
mand, international tourist arrivals to Europe 
are only 3.2% below 2019 levels, and nights 
are down by 1.3% for the January-September 
period. 

The rebound is being driven by resilient 
intra-European travel and the influx of U.S. 
tourists benefitting from favorable exchange 
rates. This is according to the latest edition 
of the ‘European Tourism Trends & Prospects’ 
quarterly report released today by the Eu-
ropean Travel Commission (ETC), which pro-
vides an overview of Europe’s tourism per-
formance over the summer months and its 
implications on the outlook for the shoulder 
season.

Year-to-date data show that around 1 in 
3 reporting destinations have surpassed 
2019 levels of foreign arrivals. Europe’s 
recovery was mostly driven by Southern 
European and Mediterranean destinations, 
notably Serbia (+15%), Montenegro (+14%), 
Portugal (+11%), Türkiye (+8%), Malta, and 
Greece (both +7%). However, around 65% 
of reporting destinations are still below 
pre-pandemic figures. Slower recoveries 
are particularly evident among Eastern Eu-
ropean countries neighboring Russia and 
Ukraine, and those that are normally reli-
ant on Russian travelers. The Baltic coun-
tries have registered the sharpest declines: 
Estonia (-27%), Latvia (-30%), and Lithua-
nia (-33%).

Commenting following the publication of 
the report, Miguel Sanz, ETC’s President, said: 
“Despite persistent economic and geopolit-
ical challenges, it is encouraging to observe 
the ongoing rebound of European tourism. 
However, we must acknowledge that the true 
measure of tourism success extends beyond 
the number of visitors and nights spent at 
a destination. It is essential to also consider 
and evaluate its impact on nature, local busi-
nesses, and the resident population. As Eu-
rope’s tourism industry recovers, we should 
strive to develop innovative, sustainable 
metrics to better define its overall health and 
progress.”

European travel recovery remained resil-
ient during the summer season, even amid 
significant challenges posed by increased in-
flation, high costs of living, extreme weather 
events, and airline strikes.

Persistent geopolitical instability contin-
ues to have repercussions on Europe’s tour-

ism outlook. The ongoing war in Ukraine still 
affects arrivals figures in Eastern Europe and 
the developing conflict in Israel poses risks 
going into the shoulder season, especially 
for destinations such as France, Türkiye, and 
Romania which are popular with Israeli trav-
elers.

Nevertheless, foreign arrivals to Eu-
rope are expected to continue recover-
ing by the end of 2023, albeit at a slow-
er pace, reaching 91% of pre-pandemic 
levels for the whole year. Forecasts sug-
gest that international tourist arrivals 
in Europe will reach 2019 levels by 2024, 
a year earlier than initially predicted. 
Meanwhile, European airports are close 
to reaching a complete recovery in pas-
senger demand. Based on ACI Europe’s 
August traffic report, passenger traffic 
across the European airport network is 
down by just 3.4% compared to the same 
period in 2019.

Despite increased financial pressures, con-
sumers continue to prioritize travel spending 
over other discretionary expenses. However, 
due to high prices, tourists are now placing 
a greater emphasis on value for money when 
considering tourism products and experienc-
es.

In particular, an increasing number of 
holidaymakers are opting for destinations 
that are perceived as more affordable. 
Lower prices and favorable exchange rates 
are driving the tourism recovery in desti-
nations such as Türkiye and Bulgaria, while 
popular package holiday destinations such 
as Portugal and Spain are also experienc-
ing high demand. Generally, Europeans are 
considering a wider range of destinations 
than in the pre-pandemic period, with Tür-
kiye, Montenegro, Albania, and Croatia be-
ing the top performers for overnight stays 
relative to 2019 levels.

Furthermore, travelers are increasing-
ly employing a number of tactics to lower 
the overall cost of their holiday. Many are 
opting to book their transportation and ac-
commodation well in advance or consider-
ing off-peak trips in the shoulder season. 
Package holidays are also increasing in 
popularity as these afford the traveler con-
fidence that all essential costs are already 
accounted for.

(Source: European Travel Commission)
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Uramanat farmers adorn gardens to 
celebrate harvest of pomegranates

Europe’s tourism displays strong rebound 
but remains uneven across the regions

Vank Cathedral: A sip of Iran’s rich 
architectural culture in Isfahan

Glimpses of World Heritage sites: Rock-Hewn Churches, Lalibela

Iran, Greece to hold workshop on photogrammetry  
and 3D modeling

Iran’s tourism ministry to host exhibit featuring  
South Khorasan destinations 

 An interior view of Vank Cathedral located in the New Jolfa  
neighbourhood of Isfahan, central Iran.
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 From page 1  “The health and medical 
forces in the Gaza Strip are doing their best 
to reduce the sufferings of the people in Gaza, 
despite being under the most difficult con-
ditions with hospitals being critically low on 
supplies.”

He went on to say, “We, the health ministers, 
must take all necessary action to help the op-
pressed people of Gaza in order to prevent the 
genocide and massacre of the innocent peo-
ple.”

Iran is ready to immediately send medical 
forces to provide health and medical services 
in Gaza, and we also ask the member coun-
tries of the EMRO to speed up the delivery of 
aid to Gaza and to open a permanent and reli-
able route to dispatch medical staff, rescuers 
and aid to Gaza since every single day delay is 
associated with the death of hundreds of op-
pressed women and children in this region.

Einollahi also urged the member countries 
of the EMRO to issue a joint statement con-
demning the crimes of the Zionist regime and 
its violations of international laws.

In the end, he said, “The crimes of the bar-
baric Zionist regime in shedding the blood 
of Palestinian civilians including women and 

children are a violation of all international 
laws and fundamental principles of human 
rights.

We welcome any action and cooperation 
that is carried out at the regional level of Is-
lamic countries or at the international lev-
el to establish a ceasefire and prevent the 
child-killing Zionist regime from killing inno-
cent and oppressed people of Gaza with the 
support of the United States and its allies.”

Iran ready to send humanitarian aid to 
Gaza

Some 730 billion rials (around $1.5 million) 
in humanitarian aid was collected from Oc-
tober 9 until November 8 for people in Gaza 
through a campaign launched by the Iranian 
Red Crescent Society.

The campaign aimed 
to raise funds to help 
the oppressed people of 
Gaza is still ongoing, ISNA 
quoted Vahid Salimi, an 
official with the IRCS, as 
saying on Wednesday.

He went on to say, 
“From the beginning of 
the official call for the 
campaign, more than 730 
billion rials (almost $1.5 
m) have been deposited 
by people into the official accounts of the Red 
Crescent Society.”

“Simultaneously, in addition to air cargo, 
a ship carrying humanitarian aid has been 
sent to Gaza with the cooperation of the Red 
Crescent Society of Hormozgan province from 
Shahid Rajaei port. Other shipments are being 
loaded in this port,” he added.

On November 7, Iran expressed readiness to 
provide the people of Gaza with humanitarian 
aid via Egypt amid a massive humanitarian 
crisis caused by the Israeli war against the 

Palestinian enclave. 

The announcement was made in a phone 
conversation between Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Hossein Amir Abdollahian and his Egyptian 
counterpart Sameh Shoukry.

Also, on November 3, the IRCS called the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to 
facilitate the process of dispatching humani-
tarian aid to Gaza.

Razieh Alishvandi, the IRCS director for in-
ternational affairs, met with Vincent Cassard, 
the head of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in Iran,

The International Committee of the Red 
Cross should seriously intervene in the clear 
violation of international humanitarian law 

and condemn the Zionist 
regime’s airstrikes in the 
Gaza Strip since it has vi-
olated many cases of the 
four Geneva Conventions, 
Alishvandi said, IRCS 
website reported.

Alishvandi stressed, “A 
safe way should be found 
to send relief supplies to 
this country. Iran’s human-
itarian shipments should 
reach the people of Gaza as 
soon as possible.”

A consignment weighing 20,000 tons is be-
ing prepared to be sent to Gaza from Iran, and 
we request the International Committee of the 
Red Cross to follow up on obtaining the nec-
essary permits from the Egyptian government 
to send these shipments, she stated.

“Moreover, the Iranian Red Crescent Soci-
ety is ready to provide medical services to the 
wounded and treat them by establishing three 
mobile hospitals along with sending experi-
enced medical staff to Egypt (Palestine bor-
der).”

TEHRAN – The Performance Rankings of 
Scientific papers for World Universities, re-
leased by National Taiwan University (NTU), 
has listed 18 Iranian universities among the 
top 500 institutions of the world in 2023.

Tehran University of Medical Sciences won 
the best rank among Iranian universities. It 
ranked 16 in pharmacology and toxicology, 
Mehr reported.

Also, the University of Tehran ranked 25 in 
Energy Science and Engineering, 27 in Mechan-
ical Engineering, and 31 in Chemical Engineer-
ing.

The Performance Ranking of Scientific Pa-
pers for World Universities, also known as NTU 
Rankings, provides rankings by six fields in-
cluding Agriculture, Engineering, Life Science, 
Medicine, Nature Sciences, and Social Sciences. 
The 6 fields cover 27 subjects.

They compare the scientific performance of 
the world’s universities, so bigger universities 
have a better chance of being on the final list.

The final list of the world’s top institutions 
is published based on academic publications, 
from three angles: research productivity, re-
search impact, and research excellence, and 
eight indicators (number of articles 11 years 
ago, number of articles last year, number of 
citations 11 years ago, number of citations two 
years ago, average citations 11 years ago, h- in-
dex (a metric for evaluating the cumulative im-
pact of an author’s scholarly output and per-
formance) two years ago, the number of highly 
cited papers 10 years ago, and the number of 
high-impact journals articles two years ago.

Other rankings

Iran ranked second with 80 universities in-
cluded in D-8 group universities in 2022.

Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, and Indonesia have the 
largest number of universities in the ranking.

The most important criteria to evaluate the 
performance of D-8 group universities include 
research, innovation, education, and interna-
tional activities.”

Tehran University of Medical Sciences, the 
University of Tehran, and Tarbiat Modares Uni-
versity ranked 4th, 5th, and 13th, respectively.

The performance of 20 out of the 80 Iranian 
universities has been analyzed as the top uni-
versities

Tehran University of Medical Sciences has 
won the first rank among the Iranian univer-
sities.

The Times Higher Education World Univer-
sity Rankings (WUR) 2024 placed 73 Iranian 
universities among the top universities in the 
world in 10 out of 11 subject areas.

These ten subject rankings included arts 
and humanities; business and economics; clin-
ical and health; computer science; education; 
engineering; life sciences; physical sciences; 
psychology; and social sciences. The eleventh 
subject was Law.

The Times Higher Education World Uni-
versity Rankings (WUR) 2024 included 1,904 
universities across 108 countries and regions

The Ranking is based on the new WUR 3.0 
methodology, which includes 18 carefully cal-
ibrated performance indicators that measure 
an institution’s performance across five ar-
eas: teaching, research environment, research 
quality, industry, and international outlook.

In this ranking by subject, 73 Iranian univer-
sities were included, and 44 out of 185 majors 
were ranked below 500, ISNA reported.

The second edition of the Webometrics rank-
ing 2023 of the World Universities ranked 440 
Iranian institutions among 30,000 top univer-
sities worldwide.

Webometrics is an internationally recog-
nized university ranking system that employs 
a combination of indicators to evaluate univer-
sities. 

These indicators include Visibility (or Im-
pact), which measures the influence of web 
content; Transparency (or Openness), which 
considers the researchers cited the most; and 
Excellence, determined by the most cited sci-
entific publication.

The Webometrics ranking system is pub-
lished by Cybermetrics Lab, a research group 
affiliated with the Spanish National Research 
Council (CSIC) based in Madrid, Spain. This 
ranking undergoes biannual updates in Janu-
ary and July each year, ensuring that the evalu-
ations remain current and relevant for univer-
sities worldwide.

The first edition of the Webometrics Ranking 
of World Universities 2023, in June, ranked 457 
Iranian institutions among around 32,000 top 
universities across the world.

The Academic Ranking of the World Universi-
ties (ARWU), also known as Shanghai Ranking, 
has placed ten universities from Iran among the 
top 1000 universities in the world in the Shang-
hai Ranking 2023, according to the head of the 
Islamic World Science Citation (ISC) Database.   

In the 2023 edition of the Times Higher Ed-
ucation Young University Rankings which in-
cludes 605 universities, Iran became the third 
most represented nation with 39 institutions

The latest edition of the QS World Univer-
sity Rankings (2024) has placed seven Irani-
an universities among the world’s top insti-
tutes.

TEHRAN– The World Health 
Organization (WHO) has taken a 
significant step towards enhanc-
ing emergency response capac-
ity in the wake of the early 2023 
earthquake in Khoy, located in the 
West Azarbaijan province, north-
western Iran.

This initiative is made possible 
through the support of the United 
Nations Central Emergency Re-
sponse Fund (CERF).

On 28 January 2023, at 21:44 
local time, a devastating magni-
tude 5.9 earthquake struck Khoy, 
leaving more than 1,445 people 
injured and causing significant 
damage to the region.

In response to the govern-
ment’s request for assistance, 
WHO immediately took action by 
participating in a multisectoral 
UN inter-agency mission to as-
sess the situation, understand 
the needs of the affected popu-
lation, and coordinate an immedi-
ate joint UN response.

Recognizing the urgent pub-
lic health needs of the earth-

quake-affected population, WHO 
has embarked on a crucial mission 
to provide life-saving equipment 
and supplies to health facilities in 
Khoy and surrounding areas.

The goal is to support health 
facilities accommodating earth-
quake-affected patients and 
those with limited access to 
healthcare due to damages 
caused by the earthquake.

To achieve this objective, WHO 

has procured and donated essen-
tial medical equipment, including 
two mechanical ventilators to as-
sist patients requiring breathing 
support, one trauma and emer-
gency surgery kit (TESK) to pro-
vide vital trauma care, and three 
portable automated external de-
fibrillators (AEDs) to aid in cardiac 
life support.

“This initiative reflects WHO’s 
dedication to its mission of 

promoting global health and 
responding to emergencies 
promptly and effectively. The Or-
ganization remains committed to 
working closely with local author-
ities and partners to enhance re-
silience and preparedness in the 
face of future disasters,” said Dr 
Syed Jaffar Hussain, WHO Repre-
sentative and Head of Mission to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

“These critical resources are 
envisioned to not only save lives 
but also prevent mortality and 
morbidity in the region,” Dr Hus-
sain underscored.

The direct beneficiaries of this 
project are estimated to be 3,440 
individuals, while an addition-
al 150,000 people will indirectly 
benefit from the strengthened 
emergency response capacity in 
the region.

The support provided by WHO, 
in collaboration with CERF, under-
scores the commitment to ensur-
ing the well-being and health of 
the affected population in times 
of crisis.
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Iranian universities among top 
universities in National Taiwan 
Universities Rankings

 

‘Further measures required 
to preserve forests’ 

Iran’s forest area is approximately 12 million hectares with 0.2 
hectares per capita, which is one quarter of the world average, 
so attention to preserve the forest areas must be four times the 
global attention.

Forests have been taken for granted in the country, as 2 
million hectares of the northern forests has been depleted 
since 1330s (1950s), thus no serious protection measures 
have been taken.

Currently, 1.6 million hectares of the northern forests remain in 
the country, which was 3.5 million hectares in 1330s, so 2 million 
hectares of forest areas have undergone deforestation.

حفظ جنگل ها نیازمند اقدامات بیشتر 
وسعت  مراتع،  و  جنگل‌ها  تحقیقات  موسسه  آمار  آخرین  اساس  بر 
رویشگاه‌های جنگلی ایران حدود 12 میلیون هکتار و سرانه هر ایرانی 
از جنگل، کمتر از دو دهم هکتار است که یک چهارم سرانه جهانی 
می‌شود بنابراین باید توجه ما به حفظ رویشگاه‌های جنگلی، 4 برابر 

توجه جهانی باشد.
به نظر می‌رسد در کشور آن‌طور که باید به درختان و حفاظت از آنها 
توجه نمی‌شود؛ نابودی دو میلیون هکتار از جنگل‌های شمال از دهه 

30 تاکنون گواه این ادعاست.
حدود 1.6 میلیون هکتار از جنگل‌های شمال کشور باقی مانده است که 
این رقم در دهه 30 حدود 3.5 میلیون هکتار بود یعنی در این مدت 
حدود دو میلیون هکتار عرصه جنگلی را از دست داده‌ایم، البته نیمی 

از 1.6 میلیون هکتار موجود نیز تا حدود زیادی تخریب شده است.
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WHO strengthens emergency response 
capacity in quake-hit Khoy

Iran calls on Islamic nations to form Doctors Without 
Borders to help Gaza

Public walking in northern Tehran  
People gathered on Thursday for a public walking event in northern Tehran.

More than 5,000 families attended the public walking event that was hosted by Tehran 
Municipality.
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TEHRAN-The Iranian documentary 
“Destiny” directed by Yaser Talebi 
has won the Best Foreign Film Award 
at the 9th Peloponnese International 
Documentary Festival in Greece.

According to the festival 
announcement on November 9, “it is 
a moving film that tenderly invites us 
into the close relationship between 
a young girl and her disabled 
father. The narration of each daily 
movement is transformed into a 
sign of love and the inner beauty of 
the two protagonists is seen even 
in their choices in life, towards each 
other, full of wisdom”.

The 71-minute documentary 
depicts the life of 18-year-old Sahar, 
who after the death of her mother, is 
left in charge of her poor, mentally 
disabled father in an isolated village 
in Iran.  She dreams of going to 
university and becoming a doctor, 
but must play the role of caretaker 
unless her father remarries, ILNA 
reported on Friday.

The 2022 production is a warm 
and intimate observational portrait, 
letting the people and emotions 
reveal themselves. A thicket of 

relationships and expectations 
are at work here involving family, 
friends, religion, social expectations, 
and social media. It is a window on 
contemporary Iran, which captures 
a young woman caught between 
traditional gender roles and her 
desire for self-determination.

the 9th Peloponnese International 
Documentary Festival was held from 
October 25 to November 5, in 10 cities 
of Greece. A total of 26 documentary 
films took part in this year’s edition 
of the festival.

This year’s focus on “equality” 
emphasized the highlighting of social 

and individual inequalities, as well as 
the portrayal of personalities who, 
despite adversity, maintain their 
integrity. The aim of this feature was 
to raise public awareness of the need 
to recognize diversity, understand 
challenges, and the importance 
of justice and the eradication of 
violence.

TEHRAN-Two books from 
detective book series written by 
Friedrich Glauser have hit the Iranian 
book market.

“In Matto’s Realm” and “Krock 
& Co.” have been translated by 
Katayoun Soltani and published by 
Hila Publications, Mehr reported.

The publishing house had 
previously published two other 
books from the same series namely 
“Fever” and “Wachtmeister Studer,” 
which have Sergeant Studer, a 
detective, as the main character.

“In Matto’s Realm,” a child-
murderer escapes from a Swiss 
insane asylum. The stakes get higher 
when Detective Sergeant Studer 
discovers the director’s body, neck 
broken, in the boiler room of the 
madhouse. The intuitive Studer 
is drawn into the workings of an 
institution that darkly mirrors 
the world outside. Even he cannot 
escape the pull of the no man’s land 

between reason and madness where 
Matto, the spirit of insanity, reigns.

In “Krock & Co.” the Spoke opens 
at the wedding between Sgt. Jakob 
Studer’s daughter and a young 
police constable, held at a small 
hotel run by an old schoolmate of 
Studer. Before the evening is over, 
another hotel guest (not a member 

of the wedding party) has been 
murdered. The unusual weapon 
chosen, a sharpened bicycle spoke, 
leads Studer and the local police 
to suspect the town’s bicycle 
repairman, a gentle but mentally 
slow man who was severely abused 
during childhood.

Friedrich Glauser (1896-1938) 

was a German-language Swiss 
writer. Often referred to as the 
Swiss Simenon, he is famous for 
his detective stories and the main 
character he created, Sergeant 
Studer.

Glauser’s elegant prose and 
acute observation conjure up a 
world of those at the margins of 
society. Sergeant Studer novels have 
ensured his place as a cult figure in 
Europe. Germany’s most prestigious 
crime fiction award is called the 
Glauser Prize. Since 1987, the annual 
prize has been one of the best-
known German-language crime 
writing awards.

The Sergeant Studer detective 
novels are set in the Switzerland 
and Europe of the 1930s, and make 
frequent reference to European 
history, such as the Weimar Republic 
hyperinflation and the banking 
scams and scandals that marked 
that period. 

TEHRAN-A documentary on the life of the late 
Iranian actor Amin Tarokh will be screened at the 
cinematheque of the Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) 
on November 12.

“The Song of Tarokh” is the title of the 
documentary directed by Samad Farhang, which 
will be shown at the Nasseri Hall of the IAF on 
Sunday, Honaronline reported on Friday.

After the screening of the film, a session will 
be held with the presence of filmmaker and 
director of the IAF Mohammad Mehdi Asgarpour, 
filmmaker Homayoun As’adian, and movie critic 
Shahin Amin.

It is the 37th film in the Sunday Documentaries 
program of the IAF, which is dedicated to the 
showing of the major Iranian and international 
documentaries.

The veteran actor Amin Tarokh passed away last 
September at the age of 69, five days after falling 
into a coma following heart failure.

Born in Shiraz, Tarokh left his hometown to 
study dramatic arts at the University of Tehran 

in 1977. He also received an MA in cultural 
management in 1982.

Although he appeared in several theaters 
before the Islamic Revolution, he made his debut 
in cinema with “Death of Yazgerd” directed by 
Bahram Beyzai in 1981 about Yazdegerd III, the last 
Sassanid king whose death in 651 brought an end 
to the last pre-Islamic Iranian empire after more 
than 400 years of rule.

Tarokh shot to fame in 1983 for his role in the 
TV series “Sarbedaran”, which depicts an Iranian 
movement formed by the Sarbedars (Head on 
Gallows) in the Khorasan region in the mid-14th 
century to fight against the Mongol conquest of 
Iran. He portrayed Sheikh Hassan Juri, leader of 
the Sarbedars.

His brilliant performance in the series 
convinced director Kayhan Rahgozar to pick him 
for “Avicenna”, the TV series about the life story 
of the Iranian scientist and philosopher Avicenna, 
who was portrayed by Tarokh.

He also played the lead roles in several historical 

TV series such as “Sheikh Mofid” and “The Lost 
Innocence”.

Tarokh appeared in over 30 movies, including 
“The Lead” by Masud Kimiai, “Sara” by Dariush 
Mehrjui and “The Love-Stricken” (“Delshodegan”) 
and “Mother” by Ali Hatami.

His brilliant acting in “The Moon and the Sun” 
by Mohammad-Hossein Haqiqi brought him the 
Crystal Simorgh for best supporting actor at the 
1995 Fajr International Film Festival, Iran’s major 
film event.

He also received a nomination for the Crystal 
Simorgh for best actor at the 2005 edition of 
the festival for his role in “Havana File” by Alireza 
Raisian.

In 1994, Tarokh pursued a teaching career by 
founding the Azad Acting Workshop, an educational 
center which trained the present generation of 
actors such as Taraneh Alidoosti, Habib Rezai, 
Mahtab Keramati and Pouria Pursorkh.

The Iranian Artists Forum is situated at Artists 
Park on North Mousavi Street, Taleqani Street.

TEHRAN-The Cine Club of Sahne Abi Cultural 
and Artistic Center in Tehran will screen the 1978 
American romantic drama “Days of Heaven” 
written and directed by Terrence Malick on 
Saturday.

After the film screening at 6 p.m. it will be 
reviewed at a session by actor, director Babak 
Karimi, Honaronline reported.

Set in 1916, the movie tells the story of Bill and 
Abby, who travel to the Texas Panhandle to harvest 
crops for a wealthy farmer. Bill persuades Abby to 
claim the fortune of the dying farmer by tricking 
him into a false marriage.

Richard Gere, Brooke Adams, Sam Shepard and 
Linda Manz are in the cast among others. The 
film was scored by well-known Italian composer 
Ennio Morricone and photographed by Spanish 
cinematographer Néstor Almendros and American 
cinematographer Haskell Wexler.

“Days of Heaven” received positive reviews on 
its original theatrical release. Its photography 
was widely praised and won an Academy Award 
for Best Cinematography along with three 
nominations for the score, costume design and 
sound. Malick also won the Best Director Award at 
the Cannes Film Festival.

The movie has since become one of the most 

acclaimed films of its decade, particularly for its 
cinematography. It continues to appear in polls of 
the best films ever made, and appeared at #49 on 
a BBC 2015 poll of the greatest American films. In 
2007, the film was selected for preservation in the 
United States National Film Registry by the Library 
of Congress as being “culturally, historically, or 
aesthetically significant.”

The film screening at Sahne Abi Center is part of 
the program “The Magic World of Terrence Malick,” 
which is dedicated to the showing and review of 
six movies directed by him.

Sahne Abi Center in located at No. 1595, Valiasr 
St., after Taleqani junction.

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati

Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Moghadasi Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES

G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

There is reward for kindness to every living thing. 

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:11:48       Evening: 17:20     Dawn: 5:10 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:37  (tomorrow)

What’s in Tehran art galleries
Painting 

* A collection of paintings by Elham Shiravi is on view in an 
exhibition at Negar Gallery.  

The exhibit named “The Winning Deck” will be running until 
November 27 at the gallery, which can be found at 54 near 
Iranshahr St., Karim Khan Blvd.

* An exhibition of paintings by Rahim Molaeian is currently 
underway at Afrand Gallery. 

The exhibition will continue until November 24 at the 
gallery located at 48 Jalal Hosseini St., Jahan Ara St., off Jalal 
Ale-Ahmad Highway.

* Peggy Abbaspour is showcasing her latest paintings in an 
exhibition at Sharif Gallery.

Entitled “Silk Poison”, the exhibit will be running until 
November 24 at the gallery that can be found at 11 Mahruzadeh 
Alley, Shariati Ave. near Quds Square.

* A collection of paintings by Puria Qaregozlu is on display in 
an exhibition at Ehsan Gallery.

The exhibit named “The Active Side of Infinity” will run until 
November 14 at the gallery located at No. 22, East 14th St. in 
the Ajudanieh neighborhood.

* Bostan Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of paintings 
by Maryam Dormani.

The exhibit named “Menopause” will run until November 
22 at the gallery located at No. 71, 22th Alley, Larestan St. off 
Motahhari Ave.

* Paintings by Samira Eskandarfar and Hamed Sahihi are 
currently on display in an exhibition at Aran Gallery. 

The exhibition will be running until November 24 at the 
gallery, which can be found at 5 Lolagar St., Neauphle-le-
Chateau St.

* A collection of paintings by Ali Golestaneh is on view in an 
exhibition at Tarrahan Azad Gallery.

The exhibition named “Aras” will be running until November 
21 at the gallery located at 5 Salmas Square, off Fatemi St.

* Ech Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of paintings by 
a group of artists including Bahman Jalali, Nasser Bakhshi, 
Farrokh Mahdavi, Reza Lavasani, Ahmad Morshedlu and 
Samira Alikhanzadeh. 

The exhibit entitled “Process” will run until November 24 
at the gallery located at 10 Mirza Taraj opposite Dowlat St., 
Shariati Ave.

Installation
* An exhibition of sets of installation by Elham Banai is 

currently underway at Seyhun Gallery.
The exhibit named “Mourning House” will continue until 

November 22 at the gallery located at No. 11, 4th St., Vozara 
Ave.

Two books from Seargent Struder series hits  
Iranian bookstores

IAF cinematheque to show documentary about  
late actor Amin Tarokh

Terrence Malick’s “Days of Heaven” to be shown  
at Sahne Abi Center

NOVEMBER 11, 2023

Iranian “Destiny” wins at 9th Peloponnese 
International Documentary Festival in Greece
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