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Therels a Light Here

TEHRAN - The Israeli brutal aggression against the besieged Gaza
Strip has claimed the lives of more than 5,000 children, a shocking
number that is particularly heart-wrenching as the international
community celebrates World Children’s Day on November 20.

Israel’s genocidal war on the Palestinian enclave has been
particularly horrific for children, putting their lives in grave

danger.

Despite Israel's unbridled violence against the
innocent people in Gaza, there is a light at the end of
the tunnel. That light is manifested by Gaza children,
who are now a beacon of hope in the otherwise
miserable Gaza. In a sense, Gaza children are an
example of the Persian proverb, “There is a light
here,” which refers to the existence of hope even in
the darkest of times. With their endurance, they will
live on to see Palestine free from Israeli occupation
and oppression. At that time, the bitter memories
currently taking shape in Gaza will be considered
a milestone in their struggle for peace, dignity, and

security.
Child killing industry

Infanticide is considered genocide. Infanticide has
become an industry for the Zionist regime, and the Israeli
regime is carrying out ethnic cleansing on a large scale

throughout the occupied territories.

Ithasbeendifficult toreportontherecent developmentsin Gaza
and the occupied West Bank. The ongoing massacre of Palestinians
has led to a constant change in the number of those killed and injured

in Gaza.

Children use candles for lighting in Khan Younis, Gaza, on Friday, October 20, 2023.

Killing children without guilty
conscience product of Zionists’

racism: Leader

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei toured an exhibition
showing the latest achievements of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps Aerospace Force in a

visit to the Ashura Aerospace

University — of  Science &
Technology on Sunday.

After stating a number of points
and expressing his satisfaction
about the IRGGs — Aerospace
Force achievements shown in
this exhibition, the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution addressed the
recent developments that have
unfolded in Palestine including the
Zionist regime’s ongoing crimes in
Gaza, according to khamenei.ir.

Four military weapons
systems, including
a hypersonic cruise

missile, were unveiled
during the Leader’s

visit to the IRGC
Aerospace Force.

rermorse.»

emphasized,

Ayatollah Khamenei stressed

that the events in Gaza revealed many facts that
were hidden from people around the world. One of
these facts has been the support of the heads of

the world.» » Page 3

Western countries for racial discrimination.

The Leader described the Zionist regime as a
manifestation of racism, stating, «The Zionists
consider themselves as a superior race and they
consider the rest of the human
race to be inferior. That is
why they have killed several
thousand children without any

On the same note, he
«When
President of the United States,
the Chancellor of Germany,
the President of France and
the Prime Minister of England
support and help such a racist
regime with all the things
that they claim, it means that these men support
racism, which is one the most despised issues in

the

®leader.ir

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei visited the IRGC Aerospace Force exhibition on Sunday, November19, 2023,

Iran among top 5 countries
in intl. Olympiads

TEHRAN - The outstanding achievements
of Iranian students in international Olympiads
have placed the country among the top five
nations in the world.

“The educational system of other countries is
excellent, yet Iran is among the top 5 countries
in the world in the international Olympiads, YJC
quoted Elham Yavari, the head of the National
Organization for the Development of Brilliant
Talents (SAMPAD), as saying.

Yavari pointed to a reform-based plan
approved by Iran's Ministry of Education in
2011 that defined a 20-year prospect for
the elevation of educational standards and
improvement of the educational system
across the country.

The head of SAMPAD said the scheme,
dubbed the Fundamental Reform
Document, educates students in the six
fields of sports, science, entrepreneurship
and economy, » Page 7

Iran claim 2023 World Sitting
Volleyball World Cup title

TEHRAN - Reigning world champions Iran and
Asian champions China captured the 2023 World
ParaVolley Sitting Volleyball World Cup gold medals
in Cairo, Egypt, after going undefeated on Saturday.

Iran topped the men’s podium after their 3-0
(25-21, 25-19, 25-17) victory over hosts Egypt,
completing their tournament sweep.

The world champions started the scoring but
were met with the hosts’ strong resistance in
the opening set. Iran gave its top player Morteza
Mehrzad a breather as they led with a two-point
cushion at 15-13 but had to call a timeout at the
score of 19-all. And at 21-all, Mehrzad had to
come back in to help out with the offence. Egypt
managed to score two more markers, but Iran
escaped with a 25-21 set win.

Mehrzad also started in the next two frames
but got some rest during each set as his
teammates controlled the tempo of the game. Iran
closed the second and third sets 25-19 and 25-17,
respectively, to secure the gold medal. » Page 3

Yermen seizes “Israeli ship”
in Red Sea

Areport by the Saudi Al-Arabiya TV says that the
Houthis from Yemen seized the Galaxy Leader, an
“Israeli” cargo ship that was sailing in the Arabian
Gulf with 22 crew members on board.

The report says that the ship is a car carrier
owned by businessman Rami Unger. No Israelis are
on board.

According to news reports in Israel, an Israeli
source confirmed that the ship is at least partially
owned by Unger.

Israel's Foreign Ministry said that they are
familiar with the matter.

The ship is registered under Ray Shipping LT,
which is owned by Ungar.

The Houthis warned that it would continue
to target ships that were linked to or owned by
Israelis until the end of Israel's campaign against
(Gaza's Hamas rulers.

“All ships belonging to the Israeli enemy or that

deal with it will become legitimate targets,” the
Houthis said.

Iran’s non-oil export to
Pakistan rises 62% in 7
months on year

TEHRAN- The value of Iran's non-oil export to
Pakistan increased by 62 percent during the first
seven months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-October 22), as compared to
the same period of time in the past year, the
spokesman of the International Relations and
Trade Development Committee of Iran's House of
Industry, Mining and Trade announced.

Ruhollah Latifi said that Iran exported non-oil
commodities worth $1714 billion to its neighbor
Pakistan in the seven-month period of this year.

He also announced that Iran imported
commodities valued at $352.64 million from
Pakistan during the first seven months of this
year, with 39 percent drop year on year.

The official has previously announced that
Iran’s non-oil export to Pakistan increased by
18 percent in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20). » Page 4

Poetry congress for Gaza
to be held in Tehran

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN - A poetry congress focused on
the plight of the people of Gaza and Palestine
is scheduled to take place in Tehran.

Since the beginning of Al-Agsa Storm and
the concern about the Gaza war, a national
call was made to collect and compile a
collection of poems in this field, announced
the festival secretary Hadi Malekpur during
a press conference at Tehran’s Art Bureau on
Sunday.

Several cultural and literary organizations
have joined forces to organize the event, he
added.

The congress will feature poems with an
epic approach to the Gaza conflict, Malekpur
noted.

The festival has received close to 400
submissions so far, » Page 8
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TEHRAN PAPERS

Farhikhtegan: revealing Israel’s

next step in Gaza

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Citing informed sources, the Farhikhtegan
newspaper unveiled some of Israel’s future
plans for Gaza. The regime intends to establish
residential areas with population screening,
aiming to completely demolish the northern
part of Gaza, relocate residents to the south,
and create the necessary conditions for this
action. After the war, reconstruction will take
place in northern Gaza with the cooperation of
the United States’ allies in the region, including
Qatar, Turkey, and Egypt. Selected individuals
who have no wish to continue the resistance
will be permitted to return to this area with
a significantly reduced population. This re-
fined area, with a new infrastructure, will be
self-governed. The plan takes into account re-
alities such as the impossibility of relocating
Gazan people to the Sinai Desert in Egypt and
strong inclination of the local population to-
wards Hamas and resistance groups. Zionists
seek to force individuals and families remaining
in the northern residential areas to eventually
move out of their home. They plan to come to
this objective through the continuation of the
massacre in the region. Additionally, Tel Aviv
could discern that the individuals who remain
exhibit a stronger spirit of resistance compared
to others, which could potentially contribute to
an escalation in crimes against them.

Kayhan: Israel is Western military base in
region

Inanote, Kayhan delved into Israel’s presence
in West Asia, describing it as a Western colonial
military base. The paper emphasized that evi-
dence and crimes committed by Zionists before
the establishment of the Israeli regime in 1948
clarify that their presence extends beyond Pal-
estine. The evidence furthermore implies that
Israel serves as a Western military base with
the aim of controlling the Islamic world. Con-
sequently, resistance forces in Palestine repre-
sent all Islamic nations and countries engaged
with this regime. Providing comprehensive
support for these resistance forces is not solely
areligious duty for Muslim nations and Islamic
countries but also a defense of their own secu-
rity and identity. Regrettably, many leaders of
Islamic countries evade this responsibility.

Etemad: Iranians unite for Gaza

The Etemad newspaper highlighted the na-
tionwide rally of Iranians on Saturday in sup-
port of Palestinian people, showcasing the
Iranian people’s backing for Gaza. In Tehran,
individuals condemned the Zionist regime’s
crimes against the oppressed children of Gaza.
Expressing dissatisfaction with international
organizations’ silence, they called for global
support for the besieged people in the Gaza
Strip. The notable presence of political figures
at the rally drew significant media attention.
Mohammad Mokhber, Iran’s Vice President,
participated in the demonstration in support
of the innocent children of Gaza.

Ham-Mihan: Western intellectuals support
Gaza massacre

In an analysis, Ham-Mihan scrutinized the
perspectives of Western intellectuals on Is-
rael's massacre of Gazan people. The paper
highlighted the opinions of prominent intel-
lectuals, Yuval Noah Harari and Jirgen Haber-
mas. The article criticized the support of these
intellectuals for Israel’s inhumane operations
in Gaza, emphasizing that the ongoing conflict
is now a universal human concern, shaping
our beliefs and morals. The piece argued that
failing to distinguish between the motives of
the fundamentalists and those seeking to ad-
dress humanitarian, political, and social issues
through war implicates individuals in crimes
against humanity.

The tragedy in Gaza, initiated by the Zionist
warmongers to consolidate their power, is a hu-
man catastrophe. When figures like Habermas
and Noah Harari become supporters of such a
tragedy, a greater disaster occurs, leading hu-
manity into a greater philosophical impasse.
Although the events unfolding in Gaza bring
some promise for the awakening of the global
human conscience, creating a sense of solidar-
ity among people worldwide, the tragedy will
deeply impact the working of the future plans in
the world. Thus, the humanitarian catastrophe
will bring about profound transformations in
the world, influencing the global community’s
perspective in the process.

‘Iran does not want Israel war in Gaza to
spread, but U.S. policy makes it possible’

TEHRAN- Although Iran states that it opposes
the murderous war that Israel is waging on the
Gaza Strip, the strategy that the U.S. and the Israeli
regime are using in the region makes the conflict’s
expansion highly likely.

[ranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahi-
an made the remarks in an interview with Financial
Times during a recent visit to Geneva, Switzerland.

Iran’s senior diplomat stated in the interview
that in the early weeks and days of the conflict,
American officials relayed messages to Iran via
diplomatic channels indicating that Washington
was not interested in the expansion of the war’s
scope and advising Iran to use prudence.

“Over the past 40 days, messages have been
exchanged between Iran and the US. via the US.
interests’ section at the Swiss embassy in Tehran,”
Amir Abdollahian said.

Iran’s foreign minister went on to add, “In
response to the U.S., we said that Iran does not
want the war to spread, but due to the approach
adopted by the U.S. and Israel in the region, if the
Israeli war crimes against the people of Gaza and
the West Bank are not stopped, any possibility
could be considered, and a wider conflict could
prove inevitable””

Amir Abdollahian continued that the US. has
also communicated with the Hezbollah resistance
movement in Lebanon, requesting that it exercise
self-restraint.

The foreign minister of Iran added that in spite
of those statements, the US. has given Israel its
complete backing and given the regime a variety
of weaponry and military hardware, which has

caused the conflict to escalate.

Hemade it clear that Washington’s unrestrained
backing of Tel Aviv is evidence that the country is
not sincere in its claims that it opposes the conflict
in Gaza spreading further.

Amir Abdollahian also noted in the interview
that, in his opinion, “the expansion of the scope of
the war in the region has already started”

“The fact that the Yemeni army issues official
statements and attacks the occupied territories
with missiles and drones means the war has be-
gun to expand, or the fact that Hezbollah is fighting
with a third of the Israeli army shows the war has
expanded,” Iran’s foreign minister stressed.

He pointed out that because “they have every-
thing, and they produce missiles and drones them-
selves”” Palestinian resistance groups have never
urged Iran to join the conflict.

On October 7, the Israeli regime began its deadly
attack on the blockaded enclave in response to a
surprise offensive by Hamas. Over 29,800 Pales-
tinians have been injured so far in the conflict, and
at least 12,300 Palestinians have been killed, more
than 5,000 of them children.

Since the outbreak of the war, hundreds of
consignments of weapons have been sent to the
regime by the United States, Israel’s largest and
most enduring ally.

In addition to attempting to defend the bru-
tal bombardment of Gaza by the Tel Aviv regime
as an act of “self-defense,” Washington has been
using its veto power to thwart resolutions at the
UN Security Council that demanded the occupying
regime stop its brutality.

Academics from Azad University demand
intl. mterventl.on halt genocide in Gaza

TEHRAN- In a statement on Sat-
urday, law professors from the Is-
lamic Azad University’s branches all
across Iran vehemently denounced
the Zionist regime’s genocide, war
crimes, and crimes against human-
ity in Gaza and urged international
organizations to assist in putting an
end to the conflict.

Pro-Palestine  demonstrations
were held across Iran on the same
day that the statement was re-
leased.

The statement urged that the
International ~ Criminal ~ Court’s
prosecutor hold the Israeli regime
accountable for its horrific crimes
against the Palestinian people in
Gaza and called for an immediate
ceasefire in the region.

The following is the full text of
the statement issued by the law
professors of the Islamic Azad Uni-
versity.

We, the law professors of Islamic
Azad Universities across the coun-
try, hereby; address all The respon-
sible international institutions, “es-
pecially the Security Council and the
United Nations General Assembly”
and all free-thinking thinkers and
officials of the world, including le-
gal, political and social officials, “es-
pecially justice-seeking prosecu-
tors”, justice-seeking lawyers and
jurists and philanthropic officials
of all nations and the countries of
the world at the local, regional and
international levels, and based on
our humanitarian duty, we assume
that while reminding the legal, hu-
mane and conscientious mission of
all the justice seekers of the world
to fight against gross violations of
the rules of intermational humani-
tarian law and especially the crime
of genocide committed in Gaza by
the Zionist regime, stress the need
to support the oppressed and de-
fenseless people of Gaza through

practlcal” “effective” and “serious

measures”, to put an end “to the
gross violation of humanitarian
rights and the commission of hei-
nous crimes in Gaza and also em-
phasize the trial and punishment of
the heads and commanders of the
Israeli regime.

Certainly and without doubt, any
action that is taken in the path of
stopping, fighting and suppressing
international crimes and genocide
in Gaza will remain permanent in
history and in the mirror of the con-
science of nations. And as a legal
deterrent, it will be an honor for the
entire humanity and in all parts of
the world not to repeat such events.

So; In line with this humanitar-
ian mission and in order to realize
effective and practical measures,
while briefly referring to the funda-
mental violations of the unbreak-
able principles of intermnational law
and mentioning the heinous crimes
committed in Gaza by the occupy-
ing Israeli regime, possible and ex-

pected measures for follow-up and
implementation are recommended.

A; Fundamental violations of the
unbreakable principles of interna-
tional law and heinous crimes com-
mitted by the Israeli regime

1-The occupying regime of Israel
is a unique regime that ignores the
resolutions of international organi-
zations, especially the resolutions
of the Security Council and the Gen-
eral Assembly, and does not adhere
to any of the international rules and
humanitarian principles. Therefore,
it is known as a regime that dis-
rupts international order and secu-
rity in the eyes of public opinion. The
proof of this claim is the adoption
of the positions of this regime after
the recent issuance of the resolu-
tion of the General Assembly, which
officially declares that the General
Assembly has no legitimacy.

2- We announce to the world
that this killing and murder in Gaza,
which is being done by the order of
the evil Prime Minister of this re-
gime, Netanyahu, is not to protect
the Israeli regime, but to maintain
the position of this criminal person
in power. Therefore, as a main cause
of committing crimes in Gaza, this
issue should be taken into consid-
eration by all responsible author-
ities, both political and judicial, in-
cluding the internal circles of that
regime.

3- The Israeli regime, which is
considered an “occupying regime”
based on the “resolutions of the
United Nations, including Resolu-
tion 242 dated 1967 of the Security
Council and the advisory vote dated
July 9,2004, the International Court
of Justice”, from (October 7, 2023.
Mehr 15, 1402) has organized and
carried out widespread, continuous
and targeted attacks against the
civilian population of Gaza, with the
strategy of committing genocide in
Gaza and officially announcing the
destruction of the entire people of
Gaza, against the legitimate and
legal right of the Palestinian people
to resist the occupation. So that in
three weeks, by violating all the in-
violable provisions of international
law, especially the four Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949 and its additional
protocols, more than four thousand
children and thousands of innocent
men and women were martyred

and the Gaza region is still being at-
tacked and besieged by land, air and
sea. These genocidal crimes, along
with the crimes of Qana, Sabra,
Shatila and Deir Yassin, are anoth-
er stain in the bloody record of this
genocidal and child-killing crime.

4~ With 75 years of history of oc-
cupation, the Zionist regime, sup-
ported by America, England and
France, in the eyes of the people of
the world, has put a civilian popu-
lation under complete and definite
siege in the most severe way and
with the “specific intention”, which
is the “genocide of the people of
Gaza” has carried out continu-
ous and widespread attacks on
civilian centers, homes, hospitals,
mosques, churches and aid cen-
ters. As a result of the inaction and
inefficiency of the Security Council,
even UN-affiliated centers, includ-
ing UNRWA schools, have come un-
der the most severe attacks. There-
fore, the prosecution and trial of the
supporters of these crimes should
also be pursued, because the share
of leaders and people who support
and encourage these crimes is not
less than the perpetrators and su-
pervisors of those crimes.

5- This regime, “continuing to
violate international conventions
and the inviolable principles of
international law”, has grossly vi-
olated, by using “prohibited weap-
ons donated by America, including
“phosphorous bombs and cluster
bombs” and “attacking civilian
centers”, many rules of the Hague
Conventions of 1899 and 1907,
as well as the basic principles of
international humanitarian law,
such as the principle of separation,
proportionality, necessity, and the
prohibition of unnecessary suffer-
ing and the prohibition of collective
punishment. And in this way this
regime has committed war crimes
and crimes against humanity.

6- Refusal of the Zionist regime
to create a safe passage for civil-
ians, attacks on health centers and
hospitals and ambulances carrying
the wounded, and attacks on civil-
ians in general, cutting off water,
electricity, fuel and forcing the civil-
ian population to starve, is not only
a gross violation of The Geneva con-
ventions (1949) and its additional
protocols, but are a violation of the

1954 Hague Convention.

So, “based on the indisputable
rules of customary and contrac-
tual international law, these ac-
tions are examples of heinous in-
ternational crimes, including war
crimes, crimes against humanity,
and crimes of genocide, which in
addition to affecting the universal
jurisdiction of all justice-seeking
countries of the world, make it nec-
essary to establish a special inter-
national criminal court in order to
punish the Zionist regime.

b) Because there is no free con-
science in the world, in the age
known as the “Age of Awareness”,
facing the crimes of the Zionist re-
gime in Gaza and the deplorable
situation in that region, which is a
clear example of violating inter-
national peace and security and
violating the rules of international
law, to remain indifferent, Islamic
Azad University law professors, in
line with their mission of justice,
suggest the following measures for
follow-up and implementation;

1- We ask the Security Council
and in case of inefficiency of this
council, which unfortunately is clear
at the moment due to the influence
of the American government, ask
the United Nations General Assem-
bly as well as regional organizations
and all countries of the world to put
an end to the crimes committed in
Gaza and establish an immediate
and lasting ceasefire.

2- We want The Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) to
the open case of the Israeli regime
and Palestine>s membership in the
Rome Statute, urgently and specifi-
cally; to prosecute the commanders,
perpetrators and leaders of inter-
national crimes committed in Gaza.

3-We want all the free and
justice-loving countries of the
world, by using the capacities of
national courts and by exercising
universal jurisdiction, to provide
the grounds of prosecuting the
criminals and perpetrators of
war crimes, genocide and crimes
against humanity in order to
fight against “impunity” and in
response to “the injuries to the
human conscience” and provide
“healing to the sad cries of Pales-
tinian mothers and children”.

4- The world expects the Unit-
ed Nations and regional organi-
zations and all countries to use
all their capacities to punish the
Tel Aviv regime through the im-
position of sanctions in the fields
of energy and goods transfer, and
the sanctions on goods manu-
factured by that regime and with
termination of diplomatic rela-
tions and the expulsion of Zionist
ambassadors and the expulsion
and suspension of voting rights of
this regime in global and regional
assemblies.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

TEHRAN - Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman
expressed condemnation for the barbaric and hei-
nous massacre of Palestinian citizens in the recent
attacks on the UN-run “al Fakhoura” school, in Ja-
balia refugee camp.

Nasser Kanaani attributed these atrocities to the
Zionist regime, labeling it as a “child-killing” entity.

He highlighted the unfortunate reality that due to
the inaction of countries worldwide and internation-
al bodies in the face of the ongoing genocide against
the Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank,
the Zionist regime persistently engages in new war
crimes and mass killings.

“The Israeli forces continue to particularly target
Palestinian citizens including women and children,
within their homes, residences, and temporary shel-
ters for refugees,” Kanaani observed.

The spokesperson called for a collective global ac-
tion, stressing the urgent need for deterring action
by Islamic countries against the blatant genocide
and crimes committed by the Israeli regime.

His appeal was in response to the continued op-
pression and defenselessness of the Palestinian
people in the wake of escalating violence.

He urged he international community to take
swift and resolute measures to address the unfold-
ing humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

In the recent attack on the “al-Fakhoura”
school in northern Gaza, at least 50 people were

reported killed, according to an official at the
Gaza health ministry.

There are also reports of a separate attack on an-
other school.

Philippe Lazzarini, the Commissioner General of
the UN Palestinian refugee agency (UNRWA), ex-
pressed his shock in witnessing “horrifying images”
of people killed and injured in the school tragedy.

The al-Fakhoura School had previously been
targeted by the Israeli army several times before
the war, including air raids in 2009, 2014, and ear-
lier this month.

Recent events have heightened concerns as
Israel continues to target civilian sites, escalating
tensions in the region and causing a humanitari-
an crisis to unfold.

The Israeli military has been continuously pum-
melling civilian areas since the war broke out on
October 7, following a surprise operation by the
Palestinian resistance movement Hamas. Hamas's
attack was in response to the occupying regime’s
intensified crimes against the Palestinian people in
the West Bank including the deliberate Israeli dese-
cration of Islamic sanctities in al-Quds (Jerusalem).

Al-Shifa hospital, the largest medical center in
Gaza, has also been targeted by Israel, resulting in
the tragic killing of many patients, including wom-
en and children.

Critics argue that Israeli military attacks on civilian

Iran condemns deadly Israeli attack on UN school in Gaza

e RS Y

areas, particularly in Gaza and the West Bank, have
contributed to a dire situation with significant con-
sequences for the affected population.

Reports indicate that the Israeli military’s opera-
tions have resulted in a substantial number of civil-
jan casualties, including women and children.

Advocates for peace and human rights empha-
sized the urgency of addressing the root causes of
the conflict and finding a sustainable solution to
protect the lives and well-being of the affected ci-
vilian population.

Many have called for an immediate cessation of
hostilities, as the UN warned that conditions for Pal-
estinian civilians are rapidly deteriorating.

Since the inception of the war, at least 12,300
Palestinians have been killed, including more than
5,000 children, and over 29,800 people sustained
injuries during the war.



Killing children without guilty conscience
product of Zlonlsts ramsm Leader

Frome Page 1 » The Leader
asserted that the people of Europe
and the US. should settle the issue
regarding this situation and show
that they are not supporters of racial
discrimination.

Another point that Ayatollah
Khamenei referred to regarding the
issues in Gaza was the military and
operational failure of the Zionist
regime.

“Despite the massive bombings
in Gaza, the Zionist regime has so
far failed in its action because they
said from the beginning that their
goal is to destroy and cripple Hamas
and the Resistance, but after more
than 40 days and after using all their
military power, they have not yet
been able to do this,” he said.

Ayatollah Khamenei further noted
that the savage bombardment of
hospitals, women and children in
Gaza is a sign that the leaders of the
Zionist regime are enraged by their
defeat.

“The Zionist regime’s defeat
in Gaza is a fact. Advancing and
entering hospitals or people’s homes
is not a victory, because victory
means defeating the other side,
which is something that the Zionist
regime has not been able to achieve
so far, nor will it be able to do so in
the future” he added.

Underlining that the dimensions
of this failure are beyond the

Zionist regime, Ayatollah Khamenei
asserted, “This failure means that
the US. and Western countries have
failed as well, and now the whole
world is faced with the realization
that a regime possessing such
comprehensive  and  advanced
military facilities and equipment has
not been able to defeat an opponent
that does not have any of these
facilities.”

The Leader also expressed his
dissatisfaction towards the manner
in which some Muslim governments
have performed with regards
to their duties. “Some Islamic
governments seemingly condemned
the crimes of the Zionist regime
in public assemblies, and some
have so far failed to do this. This
is not acceptable. The main thing

that needs to be done is to cut off
the lifeline of the Zionist regime.
Islamic governments must prevent
energy and goods from reaching this
regime,” he said.

In addition to this, Ayatollah
Khamenei called on Islamic
governments to cut off their political
relationship with the Zionist regime
at least for a limited period of time.
He also urged nations to continue
with their protests and rallies so that
the oppression of the Palestinian
people will not be forgotten.

The Leader of the Islamic
Revolution added, “We are certain
about Gods promise. We are
optimistic about the future and we
will fulfill our duty””

After visiting the exhibition

showing the IRGC Aerospace Force’s
achievements and  capabilities,
Ayatollah Khamenei called this visit
“enjoyable” and “favorable” while
speaking before the commanders
and officials of the Ashura
University of Aerospace Science and
Technology. He emphasized that
the “correct assessment of needs”
and the “concentration on needs in
science and research” were the most
important aspects of it.

This exhibition included sections
on missiles, drones, defense,
and space. The new and updated
achievements of young scientists
and experts from the IRGC Aerospace
Force were displayed under the
title “All franian: From concept to
product”

During the visit of the Leaderto the
exhibition, the “Fattah 2" hypersonic
cruise missile, the “Mehran” mobile
defense system, and the upgraded
“9th of Dey” system, as well as the
“Shahed 147" drone were unveiled.

The latest measures taken
and developments in the fields
of satellite-carrying rockets and
sending satellites into space were
another part of this exhibition.

During thevisit of the Leaderto the
exhibition, the “Fattah 2” hypersonic
cruise missile, the “Mehran” mobile
defense system, and the upgraded
“Oth of Dey” system, as well as the
“Shahed 147" drone were unveiled.

Israel is a global threat, blaming Iran is a fallacy

By Ardalan Mohammadzadeh

TEHRAN - The American publication Politico
ran a story on November 13 that aimed to portray
Iran as a global threat. Yet, Tel Aviv is the source of
regional and international turmoils.

The article, titled “Iran is a direct threat to
Europe” attempts to depict Iran as a global
menace, blaming the crisis in the region and rising
fuel prices on Iran.

Written by Henrik F. Rasmussen, the article
claims that Iran>s military power and its nuclear
program pose a threat to Europe and the US.

Rasmussen, following Israeli propaganda,
calls for Europe and the US. to exert maximum
pressure on Iran.

The article also urges the parties to the JCPOA-
France, Germany, and the United Kingdom - to
“trigger a snapback,” restoring the pre-JCOPA UN
sanctions against Iran.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,
commonly known as the Iran nuclear deal or
Iran deal, is an agreement on the Iranian nuclear
program reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015,
between Iran and the P5+1.

Nevertheless, Politico>s argument will be
countered with five key points:

First, the articless reliance on Israeli officials>
propaganda to portray Iran as a global threat is
seen as an attempt to unite European countries
and the US. to counter Iran and apply harsh

measures against Tehran.

Earlier in June 2023, Israeli Minister Benny
Gantz, spoke to attendees of The Jerusalem Post
Conference gala on matters of Israels current
political state, and “Iran>s threat on a global level”
He portrayed Iran as a global threat.

Second, Iran has never posed a threat to Europe.
Tehran has never had an agenda in its foreign
policy to threaten European countries.

Europe hasapplied somewrong policiesin WestAsia,
but Tehran has considered those policies as solvable
through dialogue and diplomatic engagement.

Third, Israel is the main cause of the current
turmoil in West Asia due to its oppression of
Palestinians over the last 70 years. So, the blame
for the rising fuel prices is shifted towards Israel
rather than Iran.

Israeli oppression and its desecration of Islamic
sanctities were the incentives for Hamas to launch
the retaliatory Operation al-Agsa Storm. So,
Rasmussen cannot shift the blame on Hamas or
Iran as the cause of the ongoing crisis.

Although Tel-Aviv has caused the hike in fuel
prices, the shaky regime of Tel Aviv is trying to
project its mistakes on Iran.

Fourth, Iran does not possess nuclear weapons
and has never threatened any country with nuclear
weapons. Additionally, Iran has been subject to
the most rigorous inspection regime by the UN
nuclear watchdog.

POUTICD - p———

Iran is a direct threat to Europe

Tehran cannot be a threat to Europe since Iran
does not have shared borders with European
countries. But the Tel Aviv regime, which is closer
to Europe, has a nuclear arsenal that is not
monitored by the IAEA.

Israel has a nuclear arsenal and far-right Israeli
officials have openly discussed using atomic
bombs against the Gaza Strip.

In early November, Israels Heritage Minister
Amichai Eliyahu considered dropping an atomic
bomb in the enclave “an option.’

The occupying regime’s nuclear arsenal is not
subject to any monitoring by the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

Fifth, the article>s claim about Iranss military
support for Russia in the Ukraine-Russia war is
also refuted, as Iran has invited both Moscow and
Kyiv to seek political solutions.

In conclusion, the Politico articless attempt

to depict Iran as a global threat is refuted with
evidence that points to Israel>s own actions.

Raisi criticizes international silence on Israel crimes in Gaza

TEHRAN - Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi has condemned the
international community’s silence
on the Zionist regime’s atrocities
in Gaza, highlighting the world’s
growing  disillusionment  with
existing mechanisms of global
politics.

Raisi made the remarks on
Sunday while addressing a
gathering of thousands of people
in the city of Shahriyar.

He denounced the recent crimes
committed by the Zionist regime
as a historical shame to morality,
law, and humanity.

Raisi stated, “Today, in addition

to intense aversion to the Zionist
regime and the United States,
people worldwide also feel a sense
of despair and inefficacy toward
all international mechanisms of
power”

The [ranian president
highlighted the resilience of the
people of Gaza, emphasizing the
lessons they offer to nations
worldwide. He expressed
confidence that the collective
will and sacrifices of oppressed
Palestinian children will contribute
to establishing a just global order.
“Undoubtedly, the spilled blood
of the oppressed Palestinian

children will pave the way for the
manifestation of divine retribution
and putting an end to the rule of
tyrants of our time,” he declared.

As the international community
grapples with the ongoing
Gaza crisis, leaders like Raisi
continue to advocate for justice
and accountability, urging the
world to break its silence and
take meaningful steps towards
establishing a fair and equitable
global order.

Israel imposed a ‘“complete
siege” and launched a military
assault on Gaza last month
after the Palestinian resistance

group Hamas carried out
the surprise Operation Al-
Agsa Storminto the occupied
territories. The October 7 attack
by Hamas was in response to the
decades of atrocities committed
by the occupying regime toward
the Palestinian people.

The Israeli air and ground
assault, ongoing for seven weeks,
has claimed numerous lives,
including thousands of children,
as reported by Palestinian
authorities in Gaza. The siege
has severely restricted essential
supplies, raising concerns about a
humanitarian crisis in the territory.

Iran’s top medical association urges UN chief to prevent Israeli crimes or resign

TEHRAN - The president of Iran’s Academy of
Medical Sciences has called on the United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to either take
effective measures to stop Israeli crimes in the
Gaza Strip or resign, Press TV reported.

In a letter on Sunday, Seyed Alireza Marandi told
Guterres it's unfortunate that Israel is committing
such “unique historical crimes” in your tenure and
the UN has done nothing to prevent it.

“These dark days will be recorded in history. The
least you can do is to stand among the oppressed
and helpless people of Gaza and on behalf of the
international community order international aid to
be sent to Gaza,” Marandi wrote.

“At this critical historical moment, every
fearless and effective action you take to prevent
the crimes of the Zionist apartheid regime will be
recorded in the minds of the people of the world
and in history. Another course of action is for you
to resign as the Secretary-General so that at
least you will not be complicit in the continuation
of these crimes,” he added.

Marandi further noted that during the past 40
days, the countries of the world have witnessed
“the great crime” of the Israeli regime, which may
be unprecedented in history.

He went on to say that “the unique nature of
this disaster” is that defenseless children, women

and men are completely surrounded in their own
land and are bombarded with all kinds of bombs,
including banned ones, in front of the eyes of
billions of people around the world.

Residential buildings, hospitals, schools and
refugee camps in Gaza have been destroyed
by bombs, he said, adding that doctors and
medical staff also do not have a safe place to
treat the injured.

All this has happened while access to water,
electricity, food and medicine has been cut off
by the “criminal” Israeli regime in the besieged
enclave, Marandi stated.
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Iran claim 2023
World Sitting
Volleyball World
Cup title

Frome Page 1 » Germany clinched bronze
with after recovering from a 2-1 deficit to win
3-2 (25-16, 24-26, 22-25, 25-18, 15-5) against
continental rivals Ukraine.

Braziland Iraq finished fifth and seventhin the
standings, respectively, following their victories
over China 3-1(25-21, 25-22, 26-28, 25-20) and
Japan 3-1(24-26, 25-14, 25-21, 25-13).

Meanwhile, China grabbed the gold medal in
the women’s section after their 3-1(25-23, 25-
16, 17-25, 25-20) victory against Canada.

The Chinese barely escaped the first set
with a narrow 25-23 win. The score was tied at
18-all and when the Canadians led 23-22, the
Chinese were forced to call a timeout and make
a substitution. The changes after the break
went China’s way as they held the Canadians
scoreless, while they scored the next three
points to snatch the opening set victory.

China easily took the second set at 25-16, but
Canada refused to give up and fought right up in
the third set to extend the game. China managed
to gain control of the match in the fourth set and
sealed their World Cup victory at 25-20.

World champions Brazil bagged the women'’s
bronze medal after their 3-0 (25-13, 25-17, 25-
18) win over Germany.

Ukraine prevailed over Slovenia 3-0 (25-20,
25-21, 25-21) in the all-European battle for
fifth, while Rwanda overcame Egypt 3-0 (25-
16, 25-17, 25-14) in the all-African clash for
seventh place.

Iran win 2023
World Deaf Futsal
Championships title

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Sweden to claim
the title of the 2023 World Deaf Futsal
Championships on Sunday.

Team Melli beat Sweden 3-0 on penalties
after the match ended in a 1-1draw.

Earlier in the day, Japan defeated Thailand 3-2
in bronze medal match.

Iran had defeated Czech Republic and Thailand
and drew with Brazil in the competition held in
Nova Petropolis, Brazil from Nov. 10 to 19.

Sardar Azmoun
seeks for more
minutes for Roma

TEHRAN - Iran striker Sardar Azmoun
is hoping to play a more significant role
in Jose Mourinho’s rotations after the
international break.

Following his decision to join Roma in the
summer on loan from Bayer Leverkusen,
Azmoun went through a brief spell of very
little playing time and a lot of intense training
sessions meant to get him up to speed with
regards to how the team functions.

Now, Corriere della Sera reports that
Azmoun'’s efforts over the past few weeks
have paid off. the player has climbed the
ranks of Mourinho’s side and is expected
to earn more minutes as Roma face a busy
December schedule.

The newspaper claims Azmoun will be
coming off the bench more consistently with
the occasional appearance from the start in
Paulo Dybala’s place.

Six boxers to
represent Iran at
IBA Junior World
C’ships

TEHRAN - Iran will send six boxers to the IBA
Junior World Boxing Championships.
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The competition will be held in Yerevan,
Armenia from November 24 to December 4.

The last edition of the Junior World Boxing
Championships was held in St. Petersburg,
Russia in September 2015.

The championships will be held in all of
the 13 official women’s and men’s weight
categories in Yerevan, from the pinweight
(46kg) up to the heavyweight (+80kg).

Altogether 57 countries have decided to
send their 15 and 16-year-old talents to the
IBA Junior World Boxing Championships.

Iran squad:

60kg: Ashkan Hashemi

63kg: Amir Mohammad Rostampour
66kg: Mohammad Saleh Mesbahi
70kg: Mahan Sajedi

75kg: Abdorrahman Dara

+80kg: Abbas Garshasbi

Porto star remain
concrete Inter
Milan target

TEHRAN - Inter Milan are still keeping
tabs on Porto star Mehdi Taremi as they
ponder attacking reinforcement in January.

The 31-year-old landed on the club’s
shortlist last summer. However, the deal
never materialized.

The Iranian eventually remained with the
Portuguese for another campaign. But with
his contract expiring at the end of the season,
this should be his last term with the Dragao.

According to Tuttosport via Fcinter1908,
Taremi remains a concrete objective for
Inter if they decide to bolster their attacking
ranks.

Since the start of the season, Marcus
Thuram and Lautaro Martinez have
established themselves as the main
attacking partnership.

However, Alexis Sanchez and Marko
Arnautovic have yet to prove their worth
since making their respective returns to the
club in the summer.

The two veterans have only featured for a
combined 549 minutes since the start of the
season. They only produced one goal and an
assist between them.

So as the source tells it, the Chilean and
Austrian have an important month ahead.
If they fail to deliver the goods, Inter could
launch a January onslaught for Taremi.

The Italian giants would be looking to sign
the Iran international for a relatively low fee
due to his expiring contract.

Nevertheless, Porto manager Sergio
Conceicao still considers Taremi a regular
starter in his tactical jigsaw. Therefore, the
Portuguese manager would loathe losing
the services of his main striker in the middle
of the campaign.

The Turin newspaper claims Taremi would
cost Inter’s coffers a figure between 10 and
15 million euros.

It remains to be seen if the Nerazzurri
management would be willing to splash this
figure for a player who will become a free
agent six months later.

Iran arrive in
Tashkent for
Uzbekistan match

TEHRAN - Iran national football team have
traveled to Tashkent, capital of Uzbekistan
for the match against the central Asian team
in the 2026 World Cup qualifier.

Team Melli are scheduled to meet
Uzbekistan on Tuesday in Group E on
Tuesday.

Group E in the second round of the
2026 FIFA World Cup qualification (AFC) is
currently led by Iran, with Uzbekistan, Hong
Kong, and Turkmenistan also in the group.

Iran defeated Hong Kong 4-0 on Thursday,
while Hong Kong will host Turkmenistan at
home on the same day.



ECONOMY

NOVEMBER 20,2023

Straight Truth

Free Zones High Council inks co-op

MOU with TCCIMA

TEHRAN - Iranian Free Zones High Council
signed a cooperation memorandum with the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) on Saturday,
Freena reported.

As reported, the memorandum was signed
by TCCIMA Head Mohammad Najafi-Arab and
Secretary of Free Zones High Council Hojatollah
Abdolmaleki.

Based on the memorandum the two sides
will cooperate on promoting, facilitating and
attracting foreign capital and technologies as
well as facilitating foreign trade with the aim of
internationalizing the countries’ free zones.

Speaking atthe signing ceremony,Abdolmaleki
said free trade and special economic zones
are an investment heaven for various reasons
including low cost of production, the existence of
good and desirable infrastructure, proper access
to markets, ease of doing business, and tax and
customs exemptions.

The official has recently said that several
programs are being pursued by the council
for promoting employment in free zones and
providing better conditions for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

“While we encourage small businesses to
execute their projects, we are also following
programs for improving employment in
these areas by providing conditions for small
businesses,” Abdolmaleki stated.

According to Abdolmaleki, more than 100,000
small businesses and 2500 medium-sized
enterprises have expressed readiness to invest in
the country’s free zones and the Free Zones High
Council is determined to completely support them.

The establishment of free trade zones (FTZs)

Photo: TCCIMA Head Mohammad Najafi-

Arab (L) and Secretary of Free Zones High
Council Hojatollah Abdolmaleki

in Iran dates back to the Iranian calendar year
1368 (March 1989 - March 1990) following the
fall in the country’s oil income in the preceding
year which prompted the government to
promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were
established in the south of the country. The first
one was Kish Free Trade Zone established in 1368
on Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and the second
one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the
year after on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been also
established in the country since then, including
Chabahar in southeastern  Sistan-Baluchestan
Province, Arvand in southwestern Khuzestan Province,
Anzali in northern Gilan Province, Aras in East-
Azarbaijan Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan
Province, both in the northwest of the country.

The development of existing free trade zones
and the establishment of new FTZs has become
one of the major economic approaches of the
Iranian government.

TCCIMA inks co-op MOU with IRICA

TEHRAN -Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries,  Mines and  Agriculture
(TCCIMA) and the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA) signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) to
cooperate in facilitating foreign trade

As the TCCIMA portal reported, the MOU
was signed by TCCIMA Head Mohammad
Najafi-Arab and IRICA Head Mohammad
Rezvani-Far at the place of the TCCIMA on
Saturday.

Facilitating the implementation of laws,
benefiting from the scientific, technical and
research capacities of each other and also
establishing a service desk to resolve the
customs-related issues of the members of
the TCCIMA were also among the subjects
covered in the MOU.

The two sides also agreed on bilateral
cooperation and interaction to facilitate the
processes related to export and import.

TEDPIX drops 2,300 points on Sunday

EHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped
2,330 points (011 percent) to 2,026,248 on
Sunday, which is the second day of the Iranian
calendar week.

TSE is one of thefour lranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one.
The other three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange  (IME), Iran Energy ~ Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) Majid Eshgi has said
his organization’s current priority is to
attract capital and direct liquidity towards
constructive production.

Speaking at a meeting of the government
and private sector dialogue council, Eshqi
considered capital formation as the most
important challenge of the economy and said:
“Financing [economic projects] and directing
liquidity towards production is the priority of
the Securities and Exchange Organization.”

“[currently] The most important economic
challenge [in the country] is the issue of
capital formation because the rate of the
mentioned item [capital formation] has been
negative in the last 10 years and is estimated
to be lower than the depreciation rate,” the
official explained.

If the mentioned trend continues in the
same way in the long term, it will cause non-
development, depreciation of industries, and
the stagnation of the economy, he noted.

“Injecting liquidity in the production sector
is now considered one of our important
goals, but we are facing a series of challenges
among which the decrease in investor
confidence can be pointed out,” Eshqi said.

Back in June, the SEO head said our

approach in the capital market is to create the
basis for the active presence of the private
sector in the market to attract the financing
they need to achieve their economic goals.

According to the officia, SEO would
formulate, implement, and monitor its
policies and programs including supporting
investors, creating a transparent, efficient,
and equitable market, and reducing inclusive
risk based on the market’s broad objectives.

Outlining SEO’s main strategies in the
current year, Eshqgi said: “The first strategy
is to use modern mechanisms to increase
public monitoring of the entities offering
shares in the market; the second strategy
will be to develop regulatory tools in a
preventive manner and in line with market
development”

According to the official, the third strategy
istoamendthemarket’s rulesand regulations
to increase justice and accountability, while
the fourth strategy will be strengthening
the medium- and small-scale level financing
through new mechanisms.

Facilitating the processes and developing
the infrastructure for attracting and
managing capital in the market, along
with engineering the media mechanism to
provide the shareholders with up-to-date
information are the fifth and sixth strategies,
he said.

The last strategy is to re-engineer the new
generation of technical infrastructure with
the aim of increasing security, sustainability,
and ease of access.

Eshqi further noted that based on the
strategies mentioned above, which have
been developed taking into account the most
important challenges of the capital market,
various programs have been prepared.

' Iran’s non-oil export to Pakistan

rises 62% in 7 months on year

From page 1 » Pakistan was
Iran’s fifth largest export market
in the previous calendar vyear,
importing non-oil products worth
$1.488 billion from Iran, Latifi said
in May.

He added that Iran imported non-
oil goods worth $842 million from
Pakistan last year, up 170 percent
from the previous year.

The intertwining of economic,
security, and transit relations
between Iran and Pakistan has
made the relations of the two
countries beyond the neighborhood
and turned them into strategic
partners with common interests at
the regional level.

Having more than 900 kilometers
of joint border can lead to closer and
more cooperation between the two
countries in areas such as transit
corridors and bilateral trade.

Iran and Pakistan signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) in  mid-January to
facilitate bilateral trade between
the two countries.

The MOU was signed by the
former Head of Iran's Trade
Promotion  Organization  (TPO)
Alireza Peyman-Pak and Head of
the Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP) Muhammad Zubair
Motiwala.

Based on the MOU, which was
signed on the sidelines of Iran’s
Exclusive Exhibition in Karachi,
the parties pledged to exchange
business information, support each
other’s private sectors, and provide
the conditions and context for the
presence of their trade delegations
in the other country.

Speaking in the signing ceremony,
Peyman-Pak said that signing this
MOU was indicative of the two
sides’ determination for removing
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trade and prepare the ground for
the businesspersons of both sides
to bolster cooperation.

He considered the holding of
exclusive exhibitions, exchanging
trade delegations, and investment
in joint production units as positive
steps for knowing the capacities
and needs of the two countries and
expressed hope that such events
would continue.

Iran, Pakistan make
relations beyond
neighborhood,
become strategic
partners

Also, during a meeting between
the previous Head of Tehran
Chamberof Commerce, Industries,
Mines, and Agriculture (TCCIMA)
Masoud Khansari, and Chief
Executive of Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP)

- pi—y O
~—y - .

- .

‘: %

) -

zi€ T ]

" - S

— L]
- s
. - [}
Mime

ke
1 e
in Tehran in mid-May, the two
sides expressed the need for the
expansion of relations between
the private sectors of the two
countries.

Speaking at the meeting,
Motiwala announced the readiness
of his organization for long-term
and progressive interaction with
TCCIMA in order to facilitate the
commercial exchanges of the two
sides’ economic enterprises.

He stressed the need for
continuous exchange of trade
delegations with the aim of
introducing the economic and
market cooperation capacities of
the two countries and identifying
the goods and services needed by
the markets of both sides.

According to the official, the
chambers of commerce in the two
countries can provide the basis
for the expansion of interaction
between the private sectors of the
two countries.

Motiwala also considered the
revision and modification of the
tariffs on commodities traded
between the two countries as

economic cooperation, and in this
regard, he reminded that Pakistan
is taking serious measures.

Khansari for his part, welcomed
the ideas presented by the
Pakistani side and emphasized
the need for amending the tariffs
on goods exchanged between Iran
and Pakistan.

“A complete list of commodities
needed by the markets of the two
countries has been prepared by
the Tehran Chamber of Commerce
which has been compiled by the data
provided by reliable companies,’
Khansari said.

As the latest step in line
with broadening economic and
trade ties between the two
sides, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein ~ Amir  Abdollahian
and his Pakistani counterpart
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari inked
a five-year strategic plan
document for trade cooperation
between the two neighboring
countries from 2023 to 2028, in
Islamabad.

Amir Abdollahian and Bilawal
discussed the latest bilateral
political, economic, and
defense issues, including the
development of trade ties during
the meeting.

“Under the government of
Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi,
the volume of trade exchanges
between the two countries
has increased by more than
50 percent,” Amir Abdollahian
said in the meeting, adding that
Iranian and Pakistani officials
want to see further expansion of
ties in the future, given existing
capacities.

Bilawal, for his part, called for the

formation of a strategic committee
to follow up on agreements on the

the obstacles in the way of bilateral

Muhammad Zubair

Motiwala

necessary to increase the level of

expansion of cooperation.

Tehran, Ashgabat ink several co-op documents worth $900ml_

TEHRAN - Iranian and Turkmen officials signed
several cooperation documents and agreements
worth $900 million in various fields at the end of
the two countries’ 17th Joint Economic Committee
meeting in Ashgabat on Saturday evening.

The documents were signed by Iranian Minister
of Transport and Urban Development Mehrdad
Bazrpash and Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet
of Ministers and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Turkmenistan Rashid Meredov as the heads of
the mentioned committee, IRNA reported.

Also, two agreements in the field of road
construction worth $550 million, as well as
the construction of a power transmission line
and supply of electrical equipment worth $340
million, were signed by the authorities of the
two countries.

Speaking to the press after the closing
ceremony of the committee meeting, Bazrpash
said: “The agreements made with Turkmenistan
were beyond expectation and various issues
were discussed in six committees over the past
few days.”

Stating that gas export was one of the
strategic issues discussed between the two
countries, he added: “A very good agreement
was reached and the Turkmen side promised
to increase the amount of gas exports to Iran”

Referring to the implementation of
infrastructure projects in Turkmenistan by
[ranian companies, Bazrpash said: “It was
decided that the Turkmen side would settle its
payments with Iranian companies by bartering
gas, which is a very big step in the relations
between the two countries.”

“In the field of transportation, it was also
agreed that the daily traffic of wagons from
Sarakhs border will increase to 600 wagons and
from Incheh-boroun to 100 wagons, and with the
presence of the managers of the two countries,
the problems of wagon traffic at the border will
be solved,” the official added.

The 17th meeting of the Iran-Turkmenistan

Joint Economic Committee began in Ashgabat on
November 17 with the participation of the Iranian
transport minister and the Turkmen foreign
minister and wrapped up on November 18.

The Iranian minister has  described
Turkmenistan as a strategic partner for Iran
and called for taking a key step towards further
bilateral relations between the two countries.

Bazrpash made the remarks in a meeting
with  Turkmenistan’s  President  Serdar
Berdimuhamedow in Ashgabat on Friday,
prior to the two countries’ 17th Joint Economic
Committee meeting.

In the meeting, Bazrpash elaborated on
the “Iran Way Initiative” made by the current
Iranian government. As the minister said,
the Iran Way Initiative lets the neighboring
countries use Iran as a route or a solution that
facilitates their access to international waters.

He went on to say that Turkmenistan has a
special position in this initiative.

Earlier that day, Bazrpash attended the
opening ceremony of a specialized exhibition
of the achievements of the Iranian companies
called “Iran Project” in Turkmenistan’s capital.

Speaking on the sidelines of the mentioned
event, Bazrpash said the trade between Iran
and Turkmenistan is expected to reach $1.0
billion in the near future.

He put the current level of trade between
the two sides at $500 million, saying: “Today,
in the negotiation with the president of
Turkmenistan, it was mentioned that with
the potential that exists on the Iranian side
and the wide border that exists between
Turkmenistan and Iran, this number can
increase quickly.”

Later that day, at the opening ceremony of the
two countries’ 17th Joint Economic Committee
meeting, Bazrpash expressed Iranss readiness
to export technical and engineering services to
Turkmenistan, saying:

Iranian Transport Minister Mehrdad
Bazrpash (L) and Turkmen Foreign Minister
Rashid Meredov pose with signed documents
in Ashgabat on Saturday.

Iran Way Initiative is the gateway to Iranss land
of transit opportunities.

He said the committee meeting is a
turning point in the path of strengthening
and developing all-round economic relations
between the two countries.

The minister emphasized that the relations
between the two countries are based on
civilizational, historical, cultural, social, ethnic,
and religious ties and geopolitical and geo-
economic neighborliness.

According to the official, considering the
successful diplomatic and economic relations
based on common capacities and interests, the
two countries’ relations go beyond neighborhood.

With joint initiatives, the position of the
two countries as strategic and reliable
partners can be strengthened and improved
day by day, he said.

“Among these initiatives in the field of
transport, logistics, and transit is the Iran Way
initiative which was launched by the Islamic
Republic of Iran in regional and extra-regional
economic, commercial, and transit events and
meetings, including the recent meeting of the
ECO transport ministers that took place in
Tashkent,” Bazrpash elaborated.

Major economic issues discussed at ICCIMA board meeting

TEHRAN - The board of

representatives of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) held their
sixth meeting in the new tenure on
Saturday during which the country’s
major  economic  issues  were
discussed.

As reported by the ICCIMA portal,

in the meeting, which was chaired
by ICCIMA's Head Hossein Selahvarzi,
four board members delivered
speeches and touched upon some
of the important economic issues in
recent months.

Speaking at the gathering,
Selahvarzi pointed to the ICCIMA
140th establishment anniversary and

said: “We know that the private sector
has gone through many challenges
and different governments. The
voice of the private sector is a
compassionate and powerful voice.”

In another part of his speech,
Selahvarzi mentioned some of the
economic issues of the country,
saying: “In the previous board

meeting, we discussed the budget hill
for the next [Iranian calendar] year
1403

“The unpredictability of the
economy, the constant changing in
prices, and difficult access to working
capital and raw materials are serious
challenges of Iran’s economy that
must be thought about”, he stated.



As the world celebrates Children’s Day on Nov. 20

Therei a llght here

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - The Israeli brutal
aggression against the besieged
Gaza Strip has claimed the lives
of more than 5,000 children,
a shocking number that s
particularly heart-wrenching
as the interational community
celebrates World Children’s Day on
November 20.

Israel's genocidal war on the
Palestinian enclave has been
particularly horrific for children,
putting their lives in grave danger.

Despite Israel's unbridled
violence against the innocent
people in Gaza, there is a light at
the end of the tunnel. That light
is manifested by Gaza children,
who are now a beacon of hope
in the otherwise miserable Gaza.
In a sense, Gaza children are an
example of the Persian proverb,
“There is a light here,” which
refers to the existence of hope
even in the darkest of times. With
their endurance, they will live on
to see Palestine free from Israeli
occupation and oppression. At
that time, the bitter memories
currently taking shape in Gaza
will be considered a milestone in
their struggle for peace, dignity,
and security.

Child killing industry

Infanticide is considered
genocide. Infanticide has become
an industry for the Zionist regime,
and the Israeli regime is carrying
out ethnic cleansing on a large scale
throughout the occupied territories.

It has been difficult to report on
the recent developments in Gaza
and the occupied West Bank. The
ongoing massacre of Palestinians
has led to a constant change in the
number of those killed and injured
in Gaza.

While | was preparing the final
draft of the Palestinian death toll,
it was reported that the Zionist
regime had targeted the Al-
Fakhoora school, resulting in the
deaths of dozens of Palestinians,
including children.

“Shoah” (holocaust) of Palestinian
children is a new term that seems to
have been coined in Gaza.

Children’s Day is celebrated
annually in honor of children. In 1925,
International Children’s Day was first
proclaimed in Geneva during the
World Conference on Child Welfare.
While people worldwide mostly
celebrate the day, some children
don't celebrate it. The day seems a
bitter joke to them.

This year’s International Child Day
coincided with a massive infanticide
in a land that has been occupied
for nearly 80 years. The world is
preparing to honor the day, but
surely the children of Gaza will wake
up terrified by the sound of cannons
and bombardment and they will ask
themselves why the call for them to
celebrate Children’s Day is so loud
and harsh?!

By Ali Karbalaei

Intensification of infanticide

In response to the desecration of
Islamic sanctities, namely Al-Agsa
Mosque, by the Zionist regime and
the oppression of the Palestinians
in recent years, the Palestinian
resistance forces, Hamas, launched
a surprise operation on October
7, codenamed the Al-Agsa Storm,
outside Gaza. The operation caught
the Zionist regime off guard, and
the Israeli regime, to compensate
for its failure, has launched a
complete blockade of the enclave
and carried out unabated air and
land strikes.

According to Palestinian officials,
at least 12000 Palestinians,
including more than 7,800 women
and children, have been killed and
more than 40,000 injured since
October7.

So far, Israel has killed at least
4,750 children in the Gaza Strip and
some 48 in the West Bank. Half of
Gaza's population are children, and
the number of children killed in this
area in the first 3 weeks of Israeli
attacks was higher than the average
number of children killed in the
entire world during the last 3 years.

According to Palestinian sources,
5 Palestinian children are killed
every hour in Gaza.

More than 3,000 children were
killed in Palestine in the first 3
weeks, according to data from the
UK-based NGO which is named, Save
the Children.

Save the Children is a leading
humanitarian  organization  for
children.

The World Health Organization
(WHQ) announced that a significant
portion of the nearly 40,000 people
injured in Palestine since October 7
are “children.”

In the April 25 United Nations
report titled “Children in armed
conflict” in 2022, 2,985 children
died in 24 countries; in 2021, 2,515
children; and in 2020, 2,674 children
lost their lives.

According to the 2019 UN report,
4,019 children were killed in conflicts
around the world.

The Palestinian Ministry of
Health released a 212-page report
containing the names, identities,
and ages of those who were killed
in Israeli attacks in Gaza between
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October 7 and 26. Accordingly,
2,913 of the 7,028 people killed in
Palestine were children.

This is why children in Gaza
are given different names and
nicknames these days, such as
nameless children, children of war,
wandering souls, and so on.

Is infanticide a systematic
action?

The systematic killng  of
Palestinian children by the Zionist
occupiers has been one of the
important issues raised in recent
decades. Infanticide has been an
ongoing process for nearly eight
decades, and its peak can be seen in
the current war in Gaza.

In the eyes of the Tel Aviv leaders,
a Palestinian child is a potential
resistance force, and killing him
is actually eliminating a member
of the resistance forces before he
takes up arms.

In an interview, a Palestinian child
was asked what he would do when
he grew up. His answer showed
the depth of the tragedy that is
going on in the occupied territories.
With exemplary calmness, the child
answered, “A Palestinian child will
never grow up; he dies before he
chooses a job!”

Blood libel, from fantasy to
reality

Blood libel is an accusation that
was made against Jews through an
anti-Semitism campaign in Europe
and Russia. Anti-Semitists accused
the Jews of killing Christian children
to drink their blood.

Although  such  accusations
by racists have no place in the
thoughts of modern societies, what
is happening in Gaza today looks like
the blood libel myth.

The thirst for Palestinian
children’s blood today is deeply
imprinted in the minds of the
Zionists and settlers.

Although talking about blood
libel is considered anti-Semitic and
racist, talking about infanticide
carried out by Zionists, which is
rooted in their beliefs, is no longer
considered racism.

The Gaza massacre has been so
terrible that the Secretary General
of the United Nations and other
human rights organizations have
criticized Zionists for their acts

and repeatedly called the killing of
children “genocide” or “Israel’s move
towards genocide””

During the 44-day conflict
between Israel and Hamas, children
were killed at a faster rate than any
other armed conflict in decades.

Since October 7, Israeli fighter jets
have been relentlessly bombarding
the 25-mile Gaza Strip.

Rund Abdel Fattah, the host
of American National Radio NPR,
titled her November 16 article
in The Atlantic, “There are no
children in Gaza”

“There are no children in
Gaza. That's what my mother
says. There are no children, only
old souls in miniature bodies.
Because how can you be a child
when you face the prospect of
death from the moment you are
born?” Rund said.

International organizations are
tired of the rampage in Palestine

Lack of support from
international organizations for
Palestinian children has become a
major challenge.

UNICEF, which works in some
most dangerous places in the
world to reach and support
disadvantaged  children  and
adolescents, aims to protect the
rights of every child everywhere.

Operating in over 190 countries
and territories, UNICEF does
whatever it takes to help children
survive, thrive, and reach their
full potential from early childhood
through adolescence.

lts work encompasses child
health and nutrition, safe water
and sanitation, quality education
and skill-building, HIV prevention
and treatment for mothers and
babies, as well as the protection
of children and adolescents from
violence and exploitation.

However, UNICEF has faced
criticism  from  numerous
groups, governments, and
individuals for its performance
concerning the conditions of
children in Gaza. One of the
most surprising criticisms is
directed at UNICEF’s inaction
against the killing of Palestinian
children in Gaza.

Another organization working
to support children globally is the
Education Above All Foundation
(EAA).

This  organization aims to
ensure equal access to education
and hamness the power of quality
education for positive, sustainable,
and inclusive change.

Regrettably, EAA's inaction has
led Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,
mother of Sheikh Tamim, the Emir
of Qatar, to apologize and step
down from her role as a UNESCO
Goodwill ambassador due to the
organization’s failure to protect the
children in Gaza and provide them
with relief.
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Spanish minister
urges increased
pressure on Israel
to halt ‘planned
genocide’ in Gaza

On Saturday, Spain’s social rights minister
demanded pressure on Israel to halt the
“planned genocide” in Gaza. lone Belarra
participated in a march from the Israeli
embassy in Madrid to the US Embassy to
protest attacks on the Gaza Strip.

Belarra told reporters that Israelss attacks
are a “planned genocide.” “For Israel to stop
annihilating the Palestinian people, Spain
and European governments must take very
urgent measures,” she said. The first step for
the new Spanish government should be to
sever relations with Israel and join a coalition
of countries, led by South Africa, that is
attempting to bring Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to the International
Criminal Court (ICC), she said.

“We must stop this barbarism,” said
Belarra, expressing the urgent need for the
ICC to issue an arrest warrant for Netanyahu.

Jordan calls for
immediate end to
Israel’s ‘ugly war
against civilians’

Jordanss King Abdullah Il said on Sunday
that the international community should
push for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza to
stop the unfolding humanitarian catastrophe
caused by Israelss “ugly war against civilians.”

In remarks made during a meeting with
European Commission chief Ursula von der
Leyen, the monarch said the international
community should force Israel to comply
with international law to protect civilians
and ensure Israel heeds calls to allow
uninterrupted flow of aid into the enclave.

“Israel>s continuation of its hideous war
on Gaza and its illegal violations in the West
Bank and Jerusalem will lead to an explosion
in the situation in the entire region,” said the
Jordanian monarch.

He reiterated the need to work seriously
towards a political horizon for the Palestinian
issue to achieve a just and comprehensive
peace based on the two-state solution.

The President of the European Commission
affirmed her rejection of any attempts to
displace the Palestinian people, and stressed
the importance of preserving the historical
and legal status in Jerusalem.
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15 Palestinians
killed in Israeli
strikes on
Khan Younis

At least 15 Palestinians were killed in an
Israeli attack on Khan Younis in the southern
Gaza Strip, as well as in the Nuseirat refugee
camp on Sunday, according to Palestinian
media.

Fifteen Palestinians were “killed, at
dawn on Sunday, after Israeli warplanes
bombed two homes in the Nuseirat camp
and Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip,” the official
Palestinian News Agency Wafa reported.

The agency added that 13 civilians were
killed after “occupation aircraft bombed a
house of the Zuhd family in the Nuseirat
camp in the central Gaza Strip.” It also said
that a woman and her child were killed,
while several others were injured, after the
bombing of a house of the Abu Akar family
in the vicinity of the European Hospital,
southeast of Khan Yunis”

Israel has killed more than 12,300
Palestinians in its air and ground attacks on
the Gaza Strip since October 7. The official
Israeli death toll, meanwhile, stands at about
1,200.

Thousands of  buildings, including
hospitals, mosques, and churches, have
either been damaged or destroyed in Israel’s
relentless strikes on the besieged enclave.

An Israeli blockade has also cut Gaza off
from fuel, electricity, and water supplies, and
reduced aid deliveries to a trickle.

Fighting on at
Israel-Lebanon
border

There has been renewed fighting on the
border between Israel and Lebanon.

Hezbollah said it had fired at several targets
in the border region and “directly hit” Kibbutz
Hanita on the Israeli side. The group also
attacked a location with rockets and artillery
shells and a “gathering of hostile people and
vehicles”. Israel’'s army announced that it had
attacked several “suspicious air targets” that
had flown from Lebanon towards Israel.

Oneofthesehad been successfullyintercepted.
There were also further attacks from Lebanon,
to which Israel responded, the Israeli army said.
There were no reports of casualties.

Since the beginning of the Gaza war
following the October 7 attack, there have
been repeated confrontations between the
Israeli army and Hezbollah along the border.

“Horrifying” massacre triggers swift Palestinian response

Another Israeli massacre leads to 200 Palestmlan casualties, mostly children

and considered military plan.

TEHRAN- In another chilling assault on two
UN-run schools in the northern Gaza? Strip,
Israeli strikes killed and injured around 200
Palestinian civilians.

One Palestinian official said 150 to 200
Palestinians have been killed.

From the start of the war on Gaza, the Zionist
regime’s military strategy has been based more
on confusion and anger as well as the need to do
something swiftly rather than on a measured

By Martin Love

| have a son who happens to be doctor
at Johns Hopkins hospital in Baltimore,
Maryland. His father in law also is a doctor
at Hopkins serving as a pediatric heart
specialist. One of the immediate doctor
colleagues of the son's father in law is
one Dr. Darren Klugman, who outraged
hundreds of subscribers on X (formerly
Twitter) with comments fully supporting
the Zionist barbarity over Gaza and calling
for its continuation until Palestinians are

essentially wiped out. Practically everyone
called for Klugman’s dismissal from his post
at Johns Hopkins on X. That was good. On
October 14, we leamed that Klugman will
keep his job but he has been forced to write
a letter of apology to Johns Hopkins for his
commentary about Gazans as dirtbags.

This is just one small anecdote about
how deep Zionists such as Klugman have
waded into sheer racist madness. All

The aspect of the need to do something swiftly
has been purely focused on the massacre of
women and children.

In response to the fresh Israeli massacre at the
schools, with the majority of the victims being
children, the Palestinian resistance targeted
Israeli troops and tanks as well as military sites
occupied by the regime’s forces.

Around 200 Palestinians sheltering from the
occupation regime’s indiscriminate attacks on

the Gaza Strip were maimed by Israeli strikes
on Saturday at the UN-run al-Fakhouri school in
the Jabalia refugee camp.

A camp that had been converted into a shelter
where forcibly displaced Palestinian families were
desperately trying to seek safety. The majority of
those killed were reported at al-Fakhouri school.

But casualties have also been reported at
the UN-run Tal al-Zaatar school in Beit Lahiya,
just north of Jabalia. In one photo, the bodies
of nearly 50 Palestinians, including those of

Respect for Washmgton is in the gutter...

one must do is contrast Klugman with
the noble health care professionals at
the hospitals in Gaza, many of which
have been destroyed or closed for lack of
water, electricity, food and medicines.

The largest hospital in Gaza, ash-Shifa,
has been invaded by the IOF and any
jounalists there eliminated to cover up
what’s the Israelis are doing. Itis near Gaza
city in the northem part of the Gaza Strip, is

still vaguely operating at maybe 10 percent
of capacity. The dead line the hallways inside
and the lanes outside. Some 100 of the dead
were buried in a mass grave beside the
hospital and scores of other literally rotting
bodies of the dead remain to be buried. It's a
scene of such bestial camage by the Israeli
military that it beggars the imagination to
conceive of anything more horrific ever. It's
arguably worse, in not in sheer numbers so
far, to the efficient industrial murders by the

World War 2.

Nazis at Auschwitz, and in many other sites
in Europe, of the so-called Nazi designated
“untermenschen” (including Jews) in gas
chambers and by vast executions during

One thing is quite clear. Whether the
“successful” attack by Hamas on October
7 east of Gaza was at bottom fomented or
permitted by the Israelis combined with
Hamas’ aims to break out of the largest

children and babies, who were killed in the
Israeli attacks, are seen being brought to the
Indonesian hospital in Jabalia, Gaza.

Another shows local residents conducting
search-and-rescue operations within the debris
of the residential buildings after Israeli attacks
hit the UN-run facilities.

According to the Palestinian health ministry,
the air strikes killed 32 Palestinians of the same
family, 19 of them children.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

concentration camp ever which Gaza has
been and make a bloody statement, there
is no doubt that the Zionists seized on the
Hamas move of October 7, (quite legal in
intemational law under the conditions
created by the Zionist Apartheid for
decades) to go for a Final Solution against
all the Palestinians in the Holy Land. And, as
well, attempt to re-occupy Gaza militarily
and steal the hillions of dollars of untapped
oiland natural gas resources offshoreinthe
Mediterranean Sea.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Taq-e Bostan: cable car installation strongly

opposed for sake
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treasured ancient site in western Iran, has
voiced disapproval about the installation of a
cable car, saying it will pose an obstacle to a
possible UNESCO registration.

The implementation of the cable car as an
artificial element will definitely be an obsta-
cle to the world registration of Tag-e Bostan,
which is connected to a Sassanid-Parthian
cultural heritage axis, Mohammad-Mehdi
Feyzghaei said on Saturday.

Tag-e Bostan was originally part of a Par-
thian royal hunting garden where Sassanians
later added their own regal stamp?. It fea-
tures a series of extraordinary bas-reliefs of
victorious Sassanid kings, which have been
inscribed into the base of a towering cliff.

“We have checked some global examples
and the cable car is considered an obsta-
cle for the registration of works in terms of
landscape standards, and by implementing it
from inside the Tag-e Bostan area, the cable
car will be known as an artificial element”

Feyzghaei added that every international
evaluator has a checklist that entails ques-
tions about the surrounding landscapes.

“We will get a negative mark because a ca-
ble car distorts integrated landscapes of the
historical site,” the official explained.

“The municipality makes an excuse that it
has not heard from [Kermanshah’s] cultural
heritage department to mount a cable car
system, while we have repeatedly said no to
this issue and we have announced our defi-
nite opinion less than a month ago.”

Feyzghaei added: “As an architect, | would
like to say that the plan of the cable car does
not even have an economic justification, be-
cause it is not supposed to be used only for
spring and summer if you go up it in the cold
season, it will not last even an hour due to
strong winds.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the director not-
ed a lot of efforts have been made to pre-
serve Tag-e Bostan’s elements based on the
images that we had from 1840 CE.

“We even lowered the ground’s level by

of UNESCO label

TEHRAN - The director of Tag-e Bostan, a
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some one meter and 40 centimeters, which
was a unique task of its kind in the national
scene.”

In the end, the official said preliminary
work for UNESCO registration of the Sas-
sanid-Parthian axis had been started several
months ago. “This axis starts from Anahita
Temple and extends to Qasr-e Shirin in Iran
and Taq Kasra (also known as the Arch of Cte-
siphon) in Iraq.

Tag-e Bostan consists of a series of prop-
erties from prehistoric to historical periods
such as Morad-Hassel Tepe, an ancient vil-
lage, a Parthian graveyard, and Sassanid
hunting ground. However, the most signifi-
cant property of the complex belongs to the
Sassanid one which comprises two porticos
(large and small Ivans) as well as outstand-
ing bas-reliefs from the same period.

The site’s biggest alcove features ele-
phant-mounted hunting scenes on the side-
walls and highlights the coronation of Khos-
row Il (r 590-628), beneath which the king
rides off in full armor and chain mail (half a
millennium before the European Black Prince
made it fashionable).

The second niche shows kings Shapur Il
and his Roman-stomping grandfather Sha-
pur Il. To the right of the niches is a fine tab-
leau again showing Shapur Il (r 379-383),
in which he is depicted trampling over the
Roman emperor Julian the Apostate (whom
he defeated in 363) and receiving a crown of
blessings from the Zoroastrian god Mithras.

Kermanshah, formerly Bakhtaran, the cap-
ital of Kermanshah province, was founded in
the 4th century CE by Bahram IV of the Sasa-
nian dynasty. Conquered by the Arabs in 640,
the town was called Qirmasin (Qirmashin).
Under the Seljuk rule in the 11th century, it
was the chief town of Kordestan. The Safavids
(ruled 1501-1736) fortified the town, and the
Qajars repulsed an attack by the Turks during
Fath Ali Shah’s rule (1797-1834). Occupied by
the Turkish army in 1915 during World War |, it
was evacuated in 1917. The construction of a
road in the 1950s over the age-old Khorasan
track added considerably to the importance
of the city.

Shushtar Hydraulic System: official reassures
about restoration standards, safety concerns

TEHRAN - On Saturday, the
director of the Shushtar Histor-
ical Hydraulic System explained
details about an ongoing resto-
ration work aimed at reinforcing
a massive wall inside the UNES-
CO-designated site in southwest
Iran.

“Safety measures are im-
plemented to stabilize and
strengthen an unstable wall in
the Shushtar Historical Hydraulic
System. Meanwhile, a restoration
projectis being carried out on the
wall using a specialized manner
and with full supervision,” Amin
Mahdavikia said.

The project was launched last
year after some cultural heritage
enthusiasts warmed about the
unstable situation of the western
wall, which is stretched between
the site’s ancient hydraulic ele-
ments, and some old residential
houses attached to the site.

Mahdavikia stressed a com-
plete adherence to international
conventions, which demand the
safety of local people and visitors
in a historical site.
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Talking about the instability
of the wall, the official said: “Our
periodic monitoring has estab-
lished that the western wall )
with a height of about 25 meters
and a length of about 600 me-
ters( has moved by about 1.5 cm.”

“So, the possibility of drifting
and collapsing was probable at
any moment.”

“The wall’s position is very dis-
tinct,” the official said. “It over-
looks several mills on one side
and is connected to some res-
idential buildings on the other

side”

“We have informed the own-
ers of those buildings about the
risks of landslides and the pos-
sibility of falling and the matter
was seriously put on the agenda,”
Mahdavikia explained.

The Shushtar Historical Hy-
draulic System comprises bridg-
es, weirs, tunnels, canals, and a
series of ancient watermills pow-
ered by human-made waterfalls.
It testifies to the heritage and
the synthesis of earlier Elamite

and Mesopotamian know-how;
it was probably influenced by the
Petra dam and tunnel and by Ro-
man civil engineering.

“The hydraulic system has
been considered a Wonder of the
World not only by the Persians
but also by the Arab-Muslims at
the peak of their civilization,” ac-
cording to the UN cultural body.

Furthermore, one of its main
canals is a veritable artificial wa-
tercourse that made possible the
construction of a new town and
the irrigation of a vast plain, at
the time semi-desert.

UNESCO says that the
Shushtar Historical Hydraulic
System demonstrates outstand-
ing universal value as in its pres-
ent form, it dates from the 3rd
century CE, probably on older
bases from the 5th century BC.
It is complete, with numerous
functions, and large-scale, mak-
ing it exceptional.

The site is named after the city
of Shushtar whose history dates
back to the time of Darius, the
Great, the Achaemenid king.

Pakistani influencers get taste of medical tourism in Tehran

TEHRAN - A number of influencers and
media personnel from Pakistan have paid
visits to some Iranian hospitals.

During their familiarization tour, the Pa-
kistani guests assessed the quality and
charges of health services in medical cen-
ters that provide services to foreign patients,
CHTN reported on Sunday.

They joined workshops, meetings, and
some relative exhibitions as well.

Currently, the number of medical tourists
visiting Iran is around one million people per
annum, an official with the Health Ministry
said earlier this year.

The Islamic Republic is known in the world
as an affordable destination for health tour-

ism, and the government is making a great
effort to attract more medical tourists in the
years to come.

Credible surgeons and physicians, cut-
ting-edge medical technologies, high-tech
medicine and diverse specializations, super
affordable procedures, and finally its hos-
pitable people, are considered Iran’s trump
card when it comes to medical tourism.

Khorramabad’s cultural landscape may gain UNESCO World

TEHRAN - A western Iranian cul-
tural landscape, which entails a his-
torical valley and Sassanid strong-
hold, could win the highly-coveted
UNESCO World Heritage status next
year.

The Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts has nom-
inated Khorramabad’s valley and
Falak-ol-Aflak fortress as one of the
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country’s candidates for a possible
UNESCO designation, Lorestan prov-
ince’s tourism chief said.

“An all-inclusive dossier dedicated
to Khorramabad’s valley and Falak-
ol-Aflak fortress is currently being
prepared around the clock by teams
of cultural heritage experts,’ Ata
Hassanpur said.

The unmissable eight-towered

Heritage sta
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fortress dominates Khorramabad
as one of the most visited travel
destinations in the region for both
domestic and foreign sightseers.
The fortress seems particularly im-
posing and dramatic when floodlit
at night, offering picturesque views
of its encircling crenelated battle-
ments.

Some experts believe that Falak-
ol-Aflak is comparable with similar
works in Nagsh-e Rostam, Nagsh-e
Rajab, Tape Chugan, and Firuzabad in
Fars province. In 2018, the UN cultur-
al body added an ensemble of Sassa-
nian historical cities in southern Iran
-- titled “Sassanid Archaeological
Landscape of Fars Region™- to its
World Heritage list. The ensemble
is comprised of eight archaeological
sites situated in three geographical
parts of Firuzabad, Bishapur, and
Sarvestan. It reflects the optimized

utilization of natural topography
and bears witness to the influence
of Achaemenid and Parthian cultural
traditions and of Roman art, which
later had a significant impact on the
architecture and artistic styles of the
Islamic era.

The Sassanid era is of very high
importance in the history of Iran.
Under Sassanids, Persian art and
architecture experienced a gener-
al renaissance. Architecture often
took grandiose proportions such as
palaces at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and
Sarvestan which are amongst the
highlights of the ensemble. Crafts
such as metalwork and gem-en-
graving grew highly sophisticated,
yet scholarship was encouraged by
the state. In those years, works from
both the East and West were trans-
lated into Pahlavi, the language of
the Sassanians.

Norwegian archaeology find of the year: A 4000-year-old grave with skeletons

People have lived in Seljesanden in
Western Norway for at least 4,000
years.

One of them was a one-year-old
child. Another, presumably a man,
lived to around 65 years old and had
arthritis. A third was a young woman.

We know about these people be-
cause archaeologists found their
grave in September this year. It was
a so-called gallery grave from the
Neolithic Age, something that has
never been found in Western Norway
before. It contained skeletal remains
of at least five individuals, possibly
many more.

“This is one of the most signifi-
cant finds we've made in the post-
war era,” Morten Ramstad, head of
section at the University Museum of

Bergen, said in a press release (link in
Norwegian).

“We are completely beside our-
selves with excitement over the dis-
covery of the gallery grave,” Trond
Eilev Linge, the excavation project
leader, told Norwegian newspaper
Bergens Tidende (link in Norwegian).

An archaeological vote

200 archaeologists recently gath-
ered for a conference in Bergen. The
Norwegian Archaeology Meeting is
the ‘major event of the year for Ar-
chaeology-Norway’, according to its
own website, and has been held since
1927.

But it was only last year that they
thought of voting on the find of the
year.

The archaeologists themselves
nominate what they believe to be the
find of the year.

Last year’s winner was Hakon and
the falcon, a carved knife handle pos-
sibly depicting King Hakon Hakons-
son with a falcon on his arm, found
during excavations of the Middieval
Park in Norway’s capital Oslo.

This year, three nominations were
considered.

A large Iron Age courtyard site in
Harstad, Northern Norway (link in
Norwegian) and the temple at Hov
were nominated. The latter has been
known for a long time, but it was only
this year that archaeologists had the
opportunity to properly examine it.

Then there was the winner, which
won by a clear majority, according to

Ingar Mgrkestgl Gundersen, head of
the archaeologist meeting.

“This is a very rare find in Norwe-
gian archaeology that will be import-
ant for future research. There are
great opportunities for further anal-
yses here. We hope to perform DNA
and isotope analyses, and learn more
about these individuals and their life
stories.”

Repeated burials

In 2016, Selje Hotel burned down.
The hotel manager was convicted of
arson the following year. A new hotel
needed to be built, but first the own-
ers were required to conduct archae-
ological investigations.

It was expected that there might be
something there, but no one thought
that the archaeologists would find

something as special as this.

The grave they found is dated to
between 2140 and 2000 BC, based
on radiocarbon dating of a cow skull
fragment.

Gallery graves of a similar kind,
dating back to the same era, have
been found in Southern Scandinavia
and Eastern Norway. They were com-
mon in the latter part of the Neolith-
ic - 4,000 years ago — when people
transitioned to agriculture.

Konrad Smiarowski, a researcher
at the University Museum of Bergen’s
Section for Cultural Heritage Man-
agement. He led the excavation of the
gallery grave together with Howell
Roberts, also from the University Mu-
seum in Bergen.

“| don’t think we fully realized how

special this find was when we exca-
vated it. But as details emerged and
we received the first carbon datings,
we understood its uniqueness. With
the help of modern technology and
methods, we will learn so much more
about these people than we could
have done just 50 years ago,” he says.

The grave was over four meters
long and two meters wide, built with
standing slabs of stone along the
sides and covering slabs on top. It has
been rebuilt several times.

Those living there 4,000 years ago
would reopen the grave when some-
one died, moving the bones already in
the grave to make room and placing
the most recently deceased on top.

(Source: Science Norway)

Algiers’ Timgad

Timgad, located to the north of the massif of
the Aures in a mountainous site of great beauty,
480 km south-east of Algiers and 110 km to the
south of Constantine, is a consummate example
of a Roman military colony created ex nihilo.

According to UNESCO, the Colonia Marciana
Traiana Thamugadi was founded in 100 CE by
Trajan, probably as an encampment for the 3rd
Augustan Legion which, thereafter, was quar-

Glimpses of World Heritage sites

tered at Lambaesis.

Its plan, laid out with great precision, illus-
trates Roman urban planning at its height. By
the middle of the 2nd century, the rapid growth
of the city had ruptured the narrow confines of
its original foundation.

Timgad spread beyond the perimeters of its
ramparts and several major public buildings are
built in the new quarters: Capitolium, temples,
markets and baths. Most of these buildings

date from the Severan period when the city en-
joyed its Golden Age, also attested by immense
private residences.

A strong and prosperous colony, Timgad
must have served as a compelling image of the
grandeur of Rome on Numidian soil.

Buildings, constructed entirely of stone, were
frequently restored during the course of the
Empire: the Trajan Arch in the middle of the 2nd
century, the Eastern gate in 146, and the West-

ern gate under Marcus-Aurelius.

The streets were paved with large rectangular
limestone slabs and, as attested by the 14 baths
which still may be seen today, particular attention
was paid to the disposition of public conveniences.
The houses, of varying sizes, dazzle by their sump-
tuous mosaics, which were intended to offset the
absence of precious marbles.

During the Christian period, Timgad was a
renowned bishopric. After the Vandal invasion

of 430, Timgad was destroyed at the end of the
5th century by montagnards of the Aurés.

The Byzantine Reconquest revived some ac-
tivities in the city, defended by a fortress built to
the south, in 539, reusing blocks removed from
Roman monuments. The Arab invasion brought
about the final ruin of Thamugadi which ceased
to be inhabited after the 8th century.



Iran among top 5 countries in intl.

From page 1 » “The docu-
ment calls on the Ministry of
Education to train students in
all fields and develop their tal-
ent,” Yavari said.

Teachers are also trained and
empowered to meet the learning
needs of all students, she added.

Iran’s achievements in intl.
Olympiads

Iran grabbed one gold medal
and three silver medals at the
35th International Olympiad in
Informatics, ranking seventh
in the world among 91 coun-
tries.

The 101 2023 was held in Sze-
ged, Hungary, from August 28th
to September 4th.

The International Olympiad in
Informatics is an annual inter-
national informatics competition
for high school students from
various invited countries, ac-
companied by social and cultural
programs.

It is one of the several in-

ternational science Olympi-
ads held annually around the
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Members of Iran’s team at the 64th International Mathematical
Olympiad (IMO 2023) in Japan.

world. Exceptional high school
students from various coun-
tries compete in the presti-
gious algorithmic competition
to sharpen their informatics
skills—such as problem anal-
ysis, design of algorithms and
data structures, programming,
and testing.

This year, the Iranian team took
five medals, ranking third in the

16th International Olympiad on
Astronomy and Astrophysics
held on August 10-20 in Chor-
zow, Poland.

IOAA is an annual event for
students who perform very well
academically around the world.
Established in Thailand in the
year 2006, it was an initiative
by five countries including Thai-
land, Indonesia, Iran, China, and

Poland.

Also, Iranian students took
six medals, ranking 11th at the
64th International Mathematical
Olympiad which was held in Ja-
pan on July 2-13,2023.

IMO is the World Champion-
ship Mathematics Competition
for High School students and
is held each year in a different
country.

The Iranian students who par-
ticipated in the 53rd Interna-
tional Physics Olympiad (IPhO)
succeeded in winning four silver
medals and one bronze medal
which placed the country 11th
among 111 participating coun-
tries, ISNA reported.

The IPhO 2023 was held from
July 10-17 at the National Olym-
pics Memorial Youth Center in
Tokyo, ISNA reported.

In the 34th International Bi-
ology Olympiad (IBO), held in
the United Arab Emirates from
July 3-11. The IBO 2023 hosted
293 students from 76 coun-
tries.

Some 450,000 illegal refugees deported in four months

TEHRAN -Since July 23,
around 450,000 undocumented
foreign nationals have been sent
back to their own country.

“The deported migrants
were those who had illegal-
ly entered the country,” ISNA
quoted Javad Khani, an offi-
cial with the National Migra-
tion Organization, as saying.

The provinces that host the
majority of foreigners are Teh-
ran, Sistan-Baluchestan, Kho-
rasan Razavi, Qom, Kerman,
Yazd, Fars, and Alborz, respec-
tively, as 92 percent of the total
national foreigners are residing
in these provinces, he added.

Khani went on to say, “So far,
one million smart identity cards
have been issued to foreigners.

He referred to blocking the
borders as one of the basic mea-
sures to deal with the entry of
illegal migrants, adding that
most of the migrants are from
Afghanistan.

Deported illegal migrants

On October 7, around
328,000 Afghan migrants
who had illegally entered Iran

during the first half of the
Iranian calendar year (start-
ing on March 21), were sent
back through the borders of
the northeastern Khorasan
Razavi province, IRNA report-
ed.

The commander of Khorasan
Razavi province’s border police,
Majid Shoja, said that 488,000
Afghans have officially and le-
gally entered the country within
the same period.

On August 1, more than 7,500
illegal Afghan migrants were
deported to their home country.

In line with the policy to deal
with illegal migration, the bor-
der police identified 7,563 un-
documented Afghan nationals
and sent them back to their
country via the Dogharon border
in Khorasan Razavi province,’
Shoja added.

“Foreign nationals should en-
ter the country through legal
and official gateways, otherwise
they will be dealt with decisive-
ly”

Official statistics say around
five million Afghan nationals

live in Iran, about one million
of them live in Khorasan Razavi
province, mostly in the capital
city of Mashhad.

For over four decades, Iran has
been hosting one of the largest
and most protracted refugee
situations in the world and has
provided asylum to refugees,
mostly from Afghanistan.

The recent fast-paced turn
of events in Afghanistan has
the potential to create addi-
tional population movements;
internally displacing families
and potentially driving them to
neighboring countries to seek
refuge.

Iran is home to over
800,000 registered refu-
gees and some 2.6 million
undocumented Afghans.
Today, more than 500,000
Afghan children- including
undocumented Afghans and
those who have newly ar-
rived in Iran are benefitting
from Iran’s inclusive educa-
tion policies, one of the most
progressive in the world.

Despite the sanctions and
economic pressures, lran con-
tinues its comprehensive policy
of providing services to refu-
gees, and this is appreciable,
UNHCR’s Officer in Charge, Inna
Gladkova, said in November
2022.

The best solution and the
most stable support system for
refugees is that have access to
schools and education just like
Iranian nationals, she stated,
IRNA reported.

Iran has taken effective and
continuous measures to include
all refugees, and the UNHCR
also declares its readiness to
fulfill its obligations, she noted.

In May, Robin Nandy, the rep-
resentative of the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
in Iran, said the country’s com-
prehensive program for the
protection of refugee children is
encouraging.

Making investments in pro-
grams and services to better
care for and support children af-
fected by migration and asylum
will reduce costs in the future,
he added.

Despite
sanctions, Iran
continues its
comprehensive
policy of
providing
services to legal
refugees.

Emphasizing the important
role of non-governmental or-
ganizations in supporting ref-
ugee and immigrant children
and teenagers, Nandy expressed
hope that holding educational
workshops will lead to the pro-
motion of children’s rights and
justice for children.
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Premature death mainly caused by
cancers: health ministry

TEHRAN -Cancers are the leading cause of
premature mortality in the country, accord-
ing to the health ministry.

Cancers account formore than 55 thousand
deaths annually. Some 34 thousand deaths
out of 122 thousand premature deaths (un-
der 70 years of age) and 11 thousand deaths
out of 85 thousand very premature deaths
(under 50 years of age) are caused by various
cancers.

The latest national cancer census shows
that the number of new cancer cases in Iran
is expected to increase to 160,000 by the Ira-
nian calendar year 1404 (March 2025-March
2026), indicating an increase of 43 percent.

About 29 percent increase in cancers in
Iran at that time will be related to changes
in the demographic structure of Iran that is
population growth and aging, and 14 percent
is due to the development and aggravation of
factors that increase cancers.

The most predicted rise in new cases of
cancer in Iran during 1404 compared to 1395
(ended on March 20, 2017) will be thyroid
cancer (114 percent), prostate (67 percent),
breast (63 percent), colon (54 percent), ovary
(51percent), lung (49 percent), non-hodgkin’s
lymphoma (45 percent), brain and spine (40
percent), stomach (30 percent), bladder (26
percent) and blood cancer (24 percent).

The first 10 most common cancers in Iran
are breast, prostate, colon, stomach, lung,
bladder, thyroid, uterus, brain, and spine can-
cers.

die each year.

Almost 24 percent of patients in European
countries are in stage zero and stage one, but
in lran, 37 percent are only in stage three. In
the first stage, no patient dies, in the second
stage, there is about 94 percent survival, and
in the third stage, 90 percent of patients sur-
vive.

To lower the risk of coming down with
cancer, people should make healthy choic-
es like keeping a healthy weight, and taking
up physical activities such as exercising and
walking, while avoiding smoking, alcohol,
fast food, and pollution.

National cancer control program

With the support of the World Health Or-
ganization, the national cancer control pro-
gram has been developed, which sets out the
Ministry of Health’s roadmap up to the Irani-
an calendar year 1404 (March 2025-March
2026).

The purpose of the program is to reduce
cancer prevalence and mortality while im-
proving the quality of patients’ lives, which
can serve as a model for other countries, es-
pecially in the Eastern Mediterranean region.

The program includes two important doc-
uments, namely, “development of national
cancer care network” and “development of
cancer human resources”, which resulted in
the establishment of the early diagnostic
centers.

In November 2022, the first phase of a na-

The most common cancers of

tional project aiming to take
advantage of gene therapy for

Iranian women include breast, Around 250.000 . .
. the treatment of children with
colon, thyroid, stomach, uter- . ! «
ine, leukemia, ovary, brain and [ranians are EI?ZrC;r:’y ,!(rc]ganz jﬁstEeA:mT_ce“
spine, lungs and esophagus. now llvmg with ’ ’
. In July 2021, Iran inaugurat-
Around 250,000 Iranians are cancer ed an advanced ion therapy

now living with cancer. Half of
cancers can be almost treated

center for the first time in West
Asia, with the aim of providing

and the rest can be avoided.

Cancer is known to be the
most expensive disease in Iran and in the
world, two-thirds of cancer patients suffer
from the astronomical costs of cancer treat-
ment.

The most important risk factors for can-
cers are unhealthy lifestyle, i.e. overeating,
physical inactivity, obesity and overweight,
not consuming fresh vegetables and fruits
per day, smoking, tobacco, opium, alcohol,
sugar and sweets, high-fat foods, salt, hot
drinks, poor oral and dental hygiene and oth-
er risk factors including drinking polluted
water, using biomass fuel in closed spaces,
air pollution, infections, hepatitis and so on.

According to the surveys conducted in the
last 30 years, breast cancer has the highest
prevalence, 12 percent, among women in the
country, constituting 26 percent of women’s
cancers.

In Iran, breast cancer is the second-leading
cause of death in women. Currently, cancer
treatment in the country is close to the world
standard; less than 30 percent of patients

definitive treatment for all
types of cancer.

The Ministry of Health has launched a plan
aimed at preventing the three most com-
mon cancers among women, namely breast,
colorectal, and cervical cancers, Ali Qan-
bari-Motlag, a health ministry official, said in
February.

These cancers are the most preventable
cancers and at the same time they account
for 40 percent of cancers among women and
25 percent of cancers both among men and
women, ISNA quoted Qanbari-Motlaq as say-
ing.

The pilot phase of the plan was carried
out in 2016 and 2017, he said, adding that in
2018, the development plan of the first phase
started.

He pointed out that almost 150,000 peo-
ple in the country are diagnosed with cancer
every year.

Countries are divided into five categories
for cancer incidence, and Iran is at the aver-
age level in this regard, he noted.

ENGLISH IN USE

Rainfalls brings life back
to Gomishan wetland

Gomishan international wetland, northern province of Golestan, is
once again partially filled with water with recent rainfalls, the provin-
cial chief of the department of environment has said.
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Over the past few days more than 60 percent of the wetland was
filled due to the recent rainfalls and now 20,000 hectares of the wet-
land are covered with water, Amir Abdous said on Tuesday.

@ rNA/I

Due to the decrease in the water level at the Caspian Sea the wet-
land has been dried specially during hot seasons, Abdous said, adding
that in winter a small part of the wetland was covered with water.

Colorful autumn in Yasouj

Beautiful forests, pristine nature, and unique autumn scenery in Yasouj, the capital of
southwestern Kohgiluyeh-Boyer Ahmad province make everyone fascinated.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

One can purchase the world with contentment, and live in happiness
with benevolence.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:11:50

Evening: 17:14 Dawn: 5:18 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:46 (tomorrow)

Poetry congress for Gaza to be held in Tehran

Frome Page1» with the deadline for entries
falling on December 1, he said and added:
“While the majority of the poems received
are of a classical style, there have also been
modern and free verse pieces submitted.”

The closing ceremony, scheduled for early
January, will take place at one of the halls of
the Art Bureau, where the selected works will
be awarded, he mentioned.

The festival aims to convey a message
to the world that Iran has not forgotten its
support for Palestine, he stated.

For his part, Ali Davudi, the representative
of the Art Bureau highlighted the almost
century-long reality of the Palestinian cause
and the role of poets in defending it through
their art and words.

He noted that after the Islamic Revolution
in Iran, the country’s support for the
Palestinian cause and Jerusalem’s freedom
has been reflected in poetry, and in this
cycle, the focus on the Gaza Strip and the
Palestinian cause has increased.

Davudi expressed pride that the poets’

response to this issue is great.

lranian poet Qassem Sarrafan also
emphasized that poets represent the artistic
community and will advocate for a solidarity
movement for Palestinian poetry in this
congress.

He stated that this festival is a response to
the aggression and siege and a message to
the world that Palestinians are still alive.

Since October 7,Hamas launched Operation
Al-Agsa Storm in response to the escalating
Israeli abuses against Palestinians in the
occupied West Bank. As a result, Israel
has been conducting airstrikes on the
Gaza Strip. Shockingly, more than 11,000
Palestinians, with over 7,000 of them being
innocent children, have fallen victim to these
devastating Israeli bombings.

Israel's relentless bombings on Gaza
have taken an alarming toll on the lives of
the civilian population. The sheer number
of casualties, especially children, is deeply
concerning and highlights the immense
suffering inflicted upon the Palestinian
people.

Family fiction “Worthy Opponents”

published in Persian

TEHRAN-The Persian translation of “Worthy
Opponents” written by the American author
Danielle Steel has been released in the Iranian
book market.

Translated by Sara Rousta, the book has
been published by Shalgardan Publication,
which is a specialized publisher of art and
literature books, Mehr reported.

“Worthy Opponents” is a riveting and
dynamic tale of family, wealth and success
from the number one bestselling author,
Danielle Steel. The story is about a woman
running her family’s luxury department store
and the wealthy investor who threatens to
take it over.

Best known for her romance novels, Danielle
Steel, 76, is the bestselling living author and

one of the best-selling fiction authors of all
time, with over 800 million copies sold. As
of 2021, she has written 190 books, including
over 140 novels. Her international bestsellers
include “The Whittiers,” “The High Notes” and
“The Challenge”.

Based in California for most of her career,
Steel has produced several books a year, often
juggling up to five projects at once. Her books
often involve rich families facing a crisis,
threatened by dark elements such as prison,
fraud, blackmail and suicide. Steel has also
published children’s fiction and poetry, as well
as creating a foundation that funds mental
illness-related organizations. Her books have
been translated into 43 languages, with 22
adapted for television.

Cartoon of Day

Victims of wars
Cartoonist: Ahmad Rahma from Turkey

Iran’s national lullaby festival concludes,

promoting her

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN -The first national
festival of lullaby, titled
“Gahvareh” (Cradle), came to an
end in Tehran on Saturday.

The ceremony, which was held
at the Art Bureau, was attended
by a number of cultural figures,
poets, writes, scholars and
researchers as well as lullaby
enthusiasts.

The festival aimed to promote
the heritage and traditions
of lullabies from different
regions of Iran and to foster
an understanding of lullabies
among future generations.

During the closing ceremony,
Boshra Sahebi, the secretary
of the event, expressed her
gratitude to the participants
and  speakers, highlighting
the significance of preserving
lullaby traditions and promoting
research in the field.

She also stated that this was
just the beginning of a journey
towards promoting lullabies as
an art and culture. The festival
attracted a large number of
lullaby enthusiasts, scholars, and
researchers from across Iran,
Sahebi noted.

More than 200 works from 20
provinces of the country were
submitted to the festival, and
were reviewed by the judges, she
added.

The most important section

of the festival, which is also
the research section, was held

in three academic, artistic,
and cultural fields, Sahebi
explained.

For his part, Mohammadreza
Sangari, a literature researcher
and scholar, said that lullabies
have the potential to serve as a
tool for teaching and spreading
ideas among children.

He also highlighted the bravery
and resilience of Gaza children
in the face of danger, such as
bombs and missiles, as a result
of their mothers’ education in
their lullabies.

Houshang Javid, a wmusic
researcher and scholar, was
also honored at the event for
his lifetime achievements. Javid
called for more responsibility
from authorities to preserve
lullabies as a traditional art form.

The ceremony concluded with
the presentation of awards and
honors to the winners in various
categories.

A lullaby, also known as a
cradle song, is a calming melody
or piece of music that is typically
played or sung to soothe children
to sleep.

The functions of lullabies

itage and research

vary across cultures. In some
societies, they serve as a
means of transmitting cultural
knowledge and  traditions.
Lullabies also aid in the
development of communication
skills, convey emotional intent,
maintain  infants’  attention,
regulate behavior, and moderate
arousal levels.

One of the most crucial uses
of lullabies is as a sleep aid for
infants. As a result, the music
is often simple and repetitive.
Lullabies have existed since
ancient times and can be found
in various countries.

Seven nominations for Iranian movies at Italy’s Paladino
d’Oro Sport Film Festival
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TEHRAN-The three Iranian films present at
the 43rd Paladino d’'Oro Sport Film Festival
in Italy, due to be held in Agrigento in Sicily,
from November 20 to 26, have received seven
nominations in various categories.

The Iranian productions at the Italian
event include “Punch Drunk” directed by Adel
Tabrizi, “The Breath” by Behzad Rezaei, and

“Unnamed” by lranmerhr Salimi.

“Punch Drunk” has been nominated in
three categories including the Best Film, Best
Director, and Best Screenplay.

Written by Tabrizi and Arsalan Amiri, it is
about a literature and karate teacher who
falls in love with the divorced mother of one
of his students.

The tragicomedy won the best screenplay
award at the 16th Cheboksary International
Film Festival in Russia in June.

The cast includes Behrang Alavi, Hamed
Behdad, Baran Kosari, Nader Soleimani, and
Siavash Cheraghipour among others.

“The Breath” has received three
nominations at the Italian event as well.
Having been nominated for the Best Director
too, it is also vying for the Best Other Cinema
Award. Moreover, Claudia Borgia has been
nominated for the Best Leading Role.

The documentary depicts the loneliness
and lack of communication between people
during the Corona pandemic era and
its impact on personal life, solitude and
creativity of artists in different countries of
the world.

In the School Award category, “Unnamed”
is one of the five nominees. The short
documentary revolves around the life of
Zainab, a talented volleyball player, who
chooses to undergo a gender transition as

she feels that her spirit aligns more with
the male gender. However, in doing so, she is
aware of the severe repercussions, including
the end of her successful career due to her
short stature and the loss of her sole source
of income, which could potentially jeopardize
her family’s future.

Over 150 short and feature films from 39
countries are in competition at this year’s
edition of the festival, including the Iran,
Brazil, China, India, Russia, the US., and
almost all of Europe.

In addition to the movie screening,
the festival also includes meetings with
producers, directors and actors and the
“Sport, cinema and medicine” conference.

Launched in 1979, the Paladino d’Oro Sport
Film Festival is the oldest in the world of
sports cinema, which promotes the diffusion
of sports films and videos. The festival seeks
to promote the best quality of sports image
productions; organize meetings between
productions, film distributors and mass
media, and be a teaching tool for schools and
universities.

Golden Paladin is the Sport Film Festival
Award. The Paladino d’oro is awarded by the
sports film academy, made up of illustrious
personalities from cinema, journalism and
sport. All the films that have been nominated
will receive an award during the final
ceremony of the festival.

Tehran Symphony Orchestra dedicates performance

to Gazan children

TEHRAN-TheTehran Symphony
Orchestra (TSO) dedicated a
piece to the children in Gaza
during its recent performance at
Vahdat Hall in Tehran.

Led by conductor Manuchehr
Sahbai and accompanied by
oboe player Aryan Gheitasi,
the orchestra held concerts on
November 16 and 17, Honaronline

reported on Sunday.

At the beginning of each
performance, the TSO played a
piece by the German composer
Johann Sebastian Bach titled
“Celebrated Air” and dedicated it
to the Gazan children.

In the Gaza Strip, women and
children are particularly affected
by a humanitarian disaster.

According to the World Health
Organization, an average of 420
children are killed or injured
every day in the Gaza Strip.
Israel’s intense air bombardment
and ground operations in the
past 40 days have killed more
than 12,000 people, about half of
them are children.

During the concerts, the TSO

also performed a selection of
classical pieces including Antonio
Vivaldi’s Concerto in D Major, the
Symphony No. 8 in G minor by
Antonin Dvorak, and the Bijan and
Manijeh Suite by Hossein Dehlavi.

Since the beginning of the fall,
the Tehran Symphony Orchestra
has performed 10 nights at Vahdat
Hall, all welcomed by the audience.

Eugene O’Neill’s play at Iranian Artists Forum

TEHRAN-The play “The Hairy Ape” written
by American playwright Eugene O’Neill and
directed by Ali Sirousian is on stage at the
Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) in Tehran.

The 70-minute play will be staged through
December 11 (except for Saturdays) at the
Entezami Hall of the IAF, ILNA reported.

A 1922 expressionist play, it is about a
beastly, unthinking laborer known as Yank,
the protagonist of the play, as he searches for
a sense of belonging in a world controlled by

the rich. The play follows Yank on his journey
of realization that the capitalist society all
around him has left him and his physical
strength behind as the upper class has
claimed superiority over Yank and the other
coal feeders that work aboard an ocean liner.
In a fight for social belonging, Yank’s mental
state disintegrates into animalistic, and in
the end, he is defeated by an ape in which
Yank’s character has been reflected.

In “The Hairy Ape,” O’Neill is tempting the
audience to look at the Industrial Revolution

as a regression in human development, the
forwarding of a class system in society, and
man’s inability to feel like he belongs in any
class other than his own.

Ofoq Iraji, Shahin Khalili AmirAli Rad,
Kiarash Radmehr, Bita Sepehrpour, and
Sormeh Salamizadeh are in the cast among
others.

The Iranian Artists Forum in located
at Artists Park on North Mousavi Street,
Talegani Street.
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