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The resistance group agrees to a short pause on its own terms

Iran’s largest cultural, 
art innovation complex 
inaugurated 

By Samaneh Aboutalebi
TEHRAN –Karestan Baharestan, the largest 

innovation complex for culture and art in Iran, 
was inaugurated during a ceremony on Tuesday. 

The ceremony was attended by Mohammad 
Qomi, the head of the Islamic Ideology 
Dissemination Organization, Mohammad-
Mehdi Dadman, the director of the Art Bureau, 
and Rouhollah Dehqani Firouzabadi, the Vice 
President for Science and Technology, along 
with several cultural figures and artists. 

In his address, Qomi emphasized the 
enduring characteristics of the people and 
nation, who have continuously preserved their 
cultural principles while embracing innovation 
and creativity.  Page 8

Biden’s sanguinary 
stance on Gaza runs 
counter to wishes of most 
Americans: analyst 

TEHRAN – A political analyst says President 
Joe Biden’s ruthless position on the Israeli 
war on the Gaza Strip even contravenes the 
views of most American citizens. 

“Biden’s sanguinary stance even runs counter 
to the wishes of a majority of Americans, with 
66 percent in favor of a cease-fire,” Yuram 
Abdullah Weiler tells the Tehran Times.

Following is the text of the interview:

-How do you analyze Israel’s atrocities 
in Gaza in terms of proportionality, 
international law, especially attacks on 
health centers, etc.?  Page 5

Envoy dismisses 
sham allegations 
on Iran’s nuclear 
program

TEHRAN- The false charges that the rep-
resentatives of France, the UK, and Germany 
have made against Iran’s peaceful nuclear 
activities have been flatly denied by the Ira-
nian ambassador to the UN.

On Tuesday, Amir Saied Iravani hit back 
at the European troika for spreading mis-
leading and false information about Iran’s 
commitments under the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and its peaceful 
nuclear program in a letter to UN Security 
Council President Zhang Jun and UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres.

What follows is the full text of the Iranian 
envoy’s letter:

Upon instructions from my Government, I 
am writing to you regarding the joint letter 
dated 14 November 2023 from the Perma-
nent Representatives of France, Germany, 
and the United Kingdom to the United Na-
tions addressed to the Secretary-General 
and the President of the Security Council 
(S/2023/875). In the letter, the represent-
atives of these three countries (E3) made 
unfounded accusations against Iran, alleg-
ing violations of UN Security Council Reso-
lution 2231 (2015) while disregarding their 
own blatant violations of the Resolution. In 
rejecting these allegations, I wish to state 
the following points:

1) In its joint letter, the E3 purposefully 
spread misleading and false information 
regarding Iran’s commitments  Page 2

Amir Abdollahian 
says time will never 
work in Israel’s favor

TEHRAN- Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian has said that six weeks of 
Gaza’s resistance unquestionably shown that 
time will never be on the side of the Israeli 
regime. 

Upon an official invitation from the Leba-
nese officials, Iran’s foreign minister arrived 
at Beirut airport on Wednesday and was 
warmly welcomed by the leaders of the Pal-
estinian and Lebanese groups. 

The tour is being undertaken in the con-
text of the Iranian top diplomat’s talks and 
negotiations with regional and international 
officials on the Palestinian issue.

He stated that the Palestinians’ 6-week 
resistance proved that the United States and 
Israel are the primary losers.

Amir Abdollahian also paid homage to the 
Palestinian and Lebanese journalist victims, 
namely two journalists killed in southern 
Lebanon.

During a press conference, he noted that 
“there is no doubt that the future of Gaza and 
Palestine will be determined by the Palestin-
ian people only.”  Page 2
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ReportInterview Iran commemorates 62 
journalists martyred in 
Gaza

TEHRAN- Iran held an event on Wednesday 
called “Red Olive” to commemorate the 62 
journalists martyred in Gaza. 

The event was held in the presence of the 
Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, 
Mohammad Mahdi Esmaeil, who said 
that “all media, regardless of political and 
factional differences, have been working on 
the Palestinian issue, for which I thank all of 
them.”

He continued, “The Palestinian people 
defended their right. More than 5 thousand 
children have been martyred in Palestine so 
far. Such a horrible crime has not happened 
in history, maybe it can be compared with 
Pharaoh’s crime. The number of martyrs 
from media colleagues who are supporting 
all over the world has reached over 60 
people. Yesterday, two journalists of al-
Mayadeen were martyred.”

 Page 3

Zionist Regime Knocked Out by 
Al-Aqsa Storm Operation: Leader

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- The Hamas political group and 
its armed wing have emerged stronger 
and unscratched as the Israeli occupation 
faces a global backlash.

A Qatari-Egyptian deal to temporarily 
halt fighting in the besieged Gaza Strip is 
to take effect on Thursday morning. 

Amid the deadly devastation that the Is-
raeli military has inflicted on the besieged 
Gaza Strip, the regime has bowed down to 
pressure and accepted Hamas’s terms of 
a Qatari-mediated pause in fighting the 
Palestinian resistance. 

After six weeks of bombardment and a 
failed ground invasion, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s stated goal to 
destroy Hamas has proved futile. 

Instead it is Hamas?, which took Israeli 
captives and said all along it will not nego-

tiate any agreement that does not foresee 
the release of Palestinian political prison-
ers, women and children held under the 
harshest conditions in Israeli dungeons. It 
has secured its first objective. 

And it is Hamas, which has kept up a 
brave resistance to the last moment that 
has forced the regime into a Vietnam-
ese-style pressure to call it quits - for now.  

The actions of the Israeli army have 
disgusted so many around the world, as 
has been reflected by the largest global 
demonstrations since the invasion of Iraq, 
in support of the Palestinians. 

It has been Hamas that has taken the 
moral high ground. Even according to the 
Israeli hostages, they have been treated 
humanely by the resistance organization. 

Since October 7, and throughout the 
Israeli war on Gaza, experts have main-
tained that the Israeli regime will commit 

as much death and destruction against 
Palestinian civilians and civilian sites but 
end up being forced to engage in a prison-
er exchange deal.

History has repeated itself, and whilst 
this isn’t a ceasefire and only a limited ex-
change of prisoners by either side, the end 
game will be the same. 

Hamas will remain in power, earn more 
respect for its resistance capabilities, and 
force the regime into another prisoner ex-
change agreement. 

The ruling power in Gaza outlined the 
official terms of the truce that it had rub-
ber-stamped. 

“Following several days of negotia-
tions, we announce, with the assistance 
and guidance of Allah the Almighty, the 
reaching of a humanitarian truce agree-
ment (temporary ceasefire) spanning four 
days,” it said. 

“This result is a testament to the per-
sistent and commendable efforts of Qatar 
and Egypt,” it added.

It outlines the terms of the agreement, 
which are as follows:

• A ceasefire enacted by both parties 
across Gaza;

• The intensified entry of trucks carrying 
humanitarian aid, relief supplies, medical 
assistance, and fuel to all regions of the 
Gaza Strip;

• The release of 50 Israeli women and 
children below the age of 19, in exchange 
for the release of 150 Palestinian women 
and children in Israeli prisons;

• No Israeli air traffic in the south of 
Gaza whatsoever for four days;

• No Israeli air traffic in the north of Gaza for 
six hours daily, from 10 am to 4 pm;  Page 5

First signs of victory for Hamas 



2 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

NOVEMBER 23, 2023

TEHRAN TIMES

POLITICS
From page 1    He went on to add 

that he has heard from the leaders 
of the resistance that the hands of 
the resistance will remain on the 
triggers until the full rights of the 
Palestinian people are achieved and 
the confrontation with the occupy-
ing regime will bear fruit. 

He initiated his trip to Beirut in 
a bid to consult with the Lebanese 
high-profile officials about how to 
maximize security in the region and 
how to achieve Palestinian rights.

During the conference, the repre-
sentative of Hamas in Lebanon said, 
“We are grateful to Iran for stand-
ing by the resistance and support-
ing it against the invaders.” 

He added, “The Palestinian resis-
tance has won great victories in the 
ground battle.”

Referring to the efforts of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in show-
ing political support for the Pal-
estinian resistance and the sup-
port of the resistance axis, Abdul 
Hadi stressed, “All is done with 
the efforts of the resistance axis, 
which is led by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.”

“The victory of the resistance and 
stability of our nation is what led us 
to impose a ceasefire on the enemy 
and impose the terms of the resis-
tance,” he continued. 

In his visit to Lebanon, Amir Ab-
dollahian exchanged views with 
several Lebanese officials includ-
ing parliament speaker Nabih Berri. 

They discussed the latest bilateral, 
regional, and international issues 
including the Israeli war on Gaza.   

“Israeli regime seeks vengeance 
on Palestinian civilians after fail-
ing to defeat resistance”

During a meeting with foreign 
ambassadors and officials of in-
ternational organizations in the 
Islamic Republic on Tuesday, Amir 
Abdollahian said that the Israe-
li regime has been desperately 
trying to exact revenge on the 
Palestinian people after failing to 
defeat the resistance.

The senior diplomat pointed 
out that children, women, and the 
elderly constituted up to 70% of 
Palestinian casualties, calling Is-
raeli atrocities “genocide” and a 
“war crime.”

He went on to add, “Iran will 
keep striving to have the perpe-
trators of these crimes tried at 
international tribunals even after 

conclusion of the war.”

Meanwhile, Amir Abdollahian 
highlighted that the U.S. is, on the 
one hand, requesting Iran to urge 
the resistance groups defend-
ing Gaza to show prudence and 
self-restraint, while, on the other, 
throwing its full support behind 
the Israeli regime.

He also described the U.S.’s 
two-sided mentality as “com-
pletely paradoxical.”

The foreign minister stated that 
Iran had no “proxy groups” in the 
region, implying that it was not the 
Islamic Republic’s responsibility to 
impose pressure on the resistance 
outfits.

He also emphasized that the U.S. 
had not refrained from providing 
military backing to the Israeli re-
gime during the conflict, “even for 
a single hour,” and that it was ex-
pecting the resistance to exercise 
self-restraint. 

Amir Abdollahian mentioned the 
U.S. and Israel’s so-called post-war 
plans for Gaza, referring to Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv’s claims that the 
territory would not be governed by 
the Hamas resistance groups after 
the conflict.

He emphasized the right of the 
Palestinian people to self-deter-
mination and restated the Islamic 
Republic’s proposal that the Pales-
tinian conflict be settled by a refer-
endum in which all of the country’s 
original residents must participate.

In a post on the X platform on 
Monday, Amir Abdollahian de-
manded immediate international 
action to save Palestinian children 
in the Gaza Strip, where Israel’s 
continuing genocide against the 
besieged region has claimed hun-
dreds of lives.

The plight of children in Gaza 
has drawn the attention of rights 
activists and anti-war groups 
around the world as protests are 
being held almost on a daily basis 
in cities in Western countries to 
press the Israeli regime to stop its 
massacre of women and children 
in the blockaded territory.

The regime has indiscriminately 
targeted hospitals, refugee camps, 
mosques, churches, and UN facil-
ities including shelters where dis-
placed people have sought safety 
which can be regarded as one as-
pect of the Israeli regime’s contin-
uous assault on Gaza.

From page 1   under the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and its peace-
ful nuclear program. The E3 falsely accused 
Iran of non-compliance with JCPOA com-
mitments, deliberately overlooking the root 
causes of the current JCPOA situation. Iran’s 
decision to take remedial measures was in 
full accordance with its inherent rights un-
der paragraphs 26 and 36 of the JCPOA and 
was a response to the US’ unlawful unilater-
al withdrawal from the agreement on 8 May 
2018, and the subsequent failure of the E3 
to uphold their commitments. The objective 
behind Iran’s decision, made a full year af-
ter the US’ unlawful withdrawal and the E3/
EU’s inability to fulfill their sanctions-lifting 
commitments, was crystal clear: to restore 
a balance in reciprocal commitments and 
benefits under the JCPOA. This became im-
perative as the JCPOA hinged on Iran’s nucle-
ar-related commitments in exchange for the 
comprehensive lifting of sanctions, including 
those imposed unlawfully by the US and EU, 
as well as removing obstacles to Iran’s inter-
national economic, commercial, and financial 
cooperation. The evident nature of this fact in 
no way provides a valid justification or basis 
for the E3 to refrain from implementing their 
commitments.

2) The Islamic Republic of Iran has always 
complied with its commitments under the 
Comprehensive Safeguard Agreements (CSA) 
and has rendered maximum cooperation 
to enable the IAEA to implement its verifi-
cation activities in Iran efficiently. Regard-
ing the modified Code 3.1 of the Subsidiary 
Arrangements, it should be reminded that 
accepting the implementation of modified 
Code 3.1 was among the transparency and 
confidence-building measures, as reflected 
in paragraph 65 of Annex I of the JCPOA. As 
a part of Iran’s decision to stop implementing 
all voluntary transparency measures beyond 
its Safeguard Agreement, the implementa-
tion of modified Code 3.1 was ceased. Howev-
er, it should be underlined that Iran continues 
to implement Code 3.1 of the Subsidiary Ar-
rangements in full cooperation with the IAEA.

3) Iran in no way has enriched uranium 
above 60%. Iran’s cooperation with the IAEA 
in clarifying the origin of uranium particles 
containing up to 83.7% U-235 enabled the 

Agency to confirm that no diversion has tak-
en place in this regard. In his September 2023 
report (Gov/2023/39), the IAEA Director Gen-
eral acknowledged Iran’s explanation for the 
origin of such particles, and the Agency con-
firmed that it has not found any indication of 
the accumulation and collection of nuclear 
material enriched above 60% or diversion of 
declared nuclear material.

4) In November 2022, Iran notified the IAEA 
of its intention to enrich uranium in Fordow 
through advanced centrifuges. This decision 
was made in the context of remedial mea-
sures by Iran in response to non-compliance 
with the JCPOA commitments by other sides 
and in full accordance with its rights under 
the NPT and CSA. Furthermore, as already de-
clared by Iran to the IAEA, the production of 
uranium metal is a part and parcel of the fuel 
for research reactors with medical purposes.

5) The Islamic Republic of Iran strongly em-
phasizes that States parties to the NPT shall 
not be prevented from exercising and enjoy-
ing their inalienable rights under the Treaty 
to develop research, production, and use of 
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes with-
out discrimination and in full conformity with 
articles I and II of the Treaty.

6) The E3’s failure to implement its sanc-
tions-lifting commitments specified in para-
graph 20 of Annex V of the JCPOA on Tran-
sition Day (18 October 2023) constitutes an 
unjustifiable unilateral action. This unlawful 
action serves as a clear and explicit exam-
ple of substantial non-performance of their 
commitments, thereby violating both the 
JCPOA and UNSC Resolution 2231 (2015).

7) The E3’s invocation of the JCPOA Dispute 
Resolution Mechanism (DRM) by referring 
to their letter dated 14 January 2020, in re-
sponse to Iran’s remedial measures from May 
2019 onward, is totally misleading and irrele-
vant. As already stated, Iran’s decision was a 
lawful and legitimate response, by its rights 
under paragraphs 26 and 36 of the JCPOA, 
to the United States’ unilateral withdrawal 
from the JCPOA and re-imposition of its ille-
gal sanctions. Therefore, characterizing the 
E3’s decision not to fulfill their Transition Day 
sanctions-lifting commitments as a reaction 
to Iran’s lawful remedial measures is entirely 

illogical and inexcusable.

8) The E3/EU’s failure to uphold their com-
mitments under paragraph 20 of Annex V 
of the JCPOA, coupled with the US’ inability 
to fulfill its commitments as stipulated in 
paragraph 21 of Annex V due to its unlawful 
unilateral withdrawal on May 8, 2018, has en-
titled the Islamic Republic of Iran to exercise 
its legitimate rights under paragraphs 26 
and 36 of the JCPOA. Iran was then left with 
no other option than refraining from imple-
menting its commitments under paragraph 
22.1 of Annex V of the JCPOA.

9) As communicated to all Permanent Rep-
resentatives and Observers of the Member 
States to the United Nations by the Secretar-
iat on 19 October 2023 (NV SCA/4/23 (09)), 
in accordance with paragraphs 3, 4, and 6 of 
Annex B to UNSCR 2231 (2015), effective 18 
October 2023, all unwarranted restrictions 
on ballistic missile-related activities and 
transfers to/from Iran, including the asset 
freeze on individuals and entities listed in 
2231, automatically terminated. Consequent-
ly, any restrictions imposed at the national or 
regional level based on UNSCR 2231 (2015) 
are now null and void.

10) The Islamic Republic of Iran stands pre-
pared to resume the full implementation of 
its commitments under the JCPOA once all 
other participants fulfill their commitments 
in their entirety. Iran engaged in good faith 
and serious negotiations to conclude the Vi-
enna talks. Unfortunately, the United States 
and the E3 failed to appreciate the opportu-
nity, swayed by their domestic politics and 
paradoxical anti-Iranian policies, as well as 
their unrealistic demands.

Envoy dismisses sham allegations on Iran’s nuclear program

The Siasat-e-Rooz newspaper discussed Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi’s recent speech at a BRICS 
meeting addressing the Gaza situation, where he 
declared Israel as a nuclear threat to global peace 
and security. According to Siasat-e-Rooz, during 
this meeting, President Raisi stated that the Zion-
ist regime, armed with various chemical weapons 
and mass-killing atomic bombs, poses a signif-
icant threat to both regional and international 
peace and security. President Raisi reiterated this 
concern, expressing deep distress over the exten-
sive support from the United States and Western 
nations for the genocide and killing of Palestinian 
children. To this date, over 14,000 individuals in 
Gaza, including 5,500 innocent children, have lost 
their lives in this ongoing tragedy. President Raisi 
questioned the injustice of daily weapon and bomb 
shipments from the United States, England, Ger-
many, and France to Israel, while simultaneously 
expressing opposition during ceasefire agree-
ments.

Kayhan: Israel moving to journalists after kill-
ing children

In a note, the Kayhan newspaper has accused Is-
rael of intentionally targeting journalists to conceal 
its crimes. According to Kayhan, the Zionist regime 
has martyred 64 journalists in the Gaza Strip and 
southern Lebanon through direct military attacks. 
It appears that, after setting an evil record of killing 
more than 5,000 children, the Zionists have now 
added the killing of journalists to their long list of 
crimes. The paper added that the Zionists persist in 
targeting journalists. Just yesterday, Farah Omar, 
a reporter, and Rabie Al-Maamari, a cameraman 
for the Lebanese Al-Mayadeen television, were 
martyred in an Israeli shelling on the news team 
in southern Lebanon. Despite being considered a 
clear example of war crimes, the Zionist regime, 
with the unwavering support of its Western allies, 
continues to kill journalists in the war. This action 
appears to be aimed at concealing the ruthless 
events currently happening in Gaza.

Farhikhtegan: Zionists’s forever fight with re-
sistance groups

In a commentary, the Farhikhtegan newspaper 
delved into the aftermath of the October 7 oper-
ations by Palestinian resistance groups, asserting 

that from the inception of the war, the Zionists’s 
resilience has diminished. They lack the fortitude 
for warfare and to withstand the pressures it 
brings. Netanyahu, initially seeking to annihilate 
Hamas and free all captives without consequenc-
es, now finds himself compelled to sign a cease-
fire with the same group. This agreement sends a 
significant message, emphasizing the continuity of 
resistance against the Zionist regime. Hamas and 
other resistance groups in Gaza or the West Bank 
are poised to act against the Zionist regime once 
again. Having eliminated over a thousand Zionists 
in a few hours, they are acutely aware of the vul-
nerability of the Zionist regime. With the ceasefire 
in place, Israel must acclimate to the ongoing re-
sistance operations in the region. Henceforth, mis-
sile launches and the elimination of Zionists will be 
a permanent reality for Tel Aviv.

Shargh: Netanyahu’s political exploitation 
amid Gaza War

The Shargh newspaper, analyzing political devel-
opments in Israel during the Gaza war, quoted an 
international affairs expert who states that Benja-
min Netanyahu, Israel’s Prime Minister, is abusing 
the conflict to sideline his political opponents. Isra-
el’s opposition lacks a viable alternative to replace 
Netanyahu, with little appetite for confrontation 
within the opposing movement. However, the sit-
uation doesn’t align as it should with Netanyahu’s 
goals and objectives. Rahman Ghahremanpour, an 
international relations expert, emphasized Net-
anyahu’s fate is significantly tied to the Gaza war. 
“He is using the situation to strengthen his position 
and consolidate power, designing the course of a 
protracted war,” Ghahremanpour added. Netanya-
hu aims to confront internal political opponents 
through the Gaza conflict, exerting pressure, re-
stricting political freedoms, dominating the secu-
rity space, and maintaining power. Having formed 
a military government with Benny Gantz as the 
war minister, he successfully created a rift within 
the Israeli opposition. The Gaza war has led to an 
unprecedented decline in Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
popularity in Israel. Hamas’s attacks underscore 
the penetration of Palestinians into Israel’s secu-
rity apparatus, often attributed to the weakness of 
the ‘Bibi’ government.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Israel a nuclear threat to the world

Amir Abdollahian says time will 
never work in Israel’s favor

TEHRAN- Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, the sec-
retary of the Guardian Council, said on Wednes-
day that the Palestinians’ resistance will bring 
an end to the Zionists’ oppression.

Speaking during a meeting of the Guardian 
Council, Ayatollah Jannati noted that the cul-
ture of resistance is now becoming global and 
has no boundaries.

 This spreading culture, he said, has given 
hope to freedom-seekers around the world 
that the divine promise of righteous rule over 
the world will soon be fulfilled. 

He also praised the brave resistance of Pal-
estinians, stating that it is based on the belief 
that oppression cannot last forever. 

He reiterated that this resistance would ulti-
mately end Zionist oppression.

“This resistance has forced the illegitimate 
Israeli regime and its supporters to abandon 
their colorful slogans,” he noted.

He also acknowledged that this resistance 
has caused free people to stand up against ar-
rogant governments and protest against them. 

Pointing to the arrival of Basij week and the 
anniversary of the establishment of this insti-
tution, he paid tribute to the founder of the Is-
lamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini, and thanked 
all Basij members for their efforts to strength-
en the organization.

In the end, he referred to a saying from Imam 
Khomeini who said, “Basij is not limited to Is-
lamic Iran. Resistance basis must be estab-
lished all over the world to stand against the 
East and the West.”

TEHRAN – Deputy Foreign Minister of Iran for 
Political Affairs Ali Bagheri Kani has paid a visit 
to the Philippines where he stressed the impor-
tance of Tehran-Manila relations. 

The visiting Deputy Foreign Minister of Iran for 
Political Affairs was received by the Philippines’ 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs on Wednesday.

The two officials held talks in the capital city of 
Manila, emphasizing the expansion of coopera-
tion between the two Asian countries.

Ali Bagheri Kani, hailed sixty years of “com-
prehensive interaction and cooperation” be-
tween the two nations, saying Iran and the Phil-
ippines can take note from their friendly past 
and enhance relations in the future. 

Enrique Manalo, for his part, announced his 
country’s willingness to expand relations, espe-

cially in economic areas. 

The two diplomats also addressed relentless 
Israeli crimes in the besieged Gaza Strip, stress-
ing that countries around the world should look 
for a solution to pull Gaza out of crisis. 

Bagheri visited the Southeast Asian country, 
leading a high-ranking delegation. The entou-
rage consisting of cultural, political, and eco-
nomic representatives are set to hold meetings 
with various Pilipino officials. 

Palestinians’ resistance will end Zionists’ 
oppression: Jannati

Iran, Philippines emphasize cooperation on 
60th anniversary of diplomatic ties

TEHRAN – In an unprecedented move, Iran’s 
President Ebrahim Raisi has received reporters 
from various Arab networks who are affiliated 
with resistance groups in West Asia.  

The reporters that got to speak to the presi-
dent belonged to Lebanon’s Al-Manar network, 
Iraq’s Aletejah TV, two Palestinian networks 
named Palestine Today and Al-Aqsa, as well as 
Yemen’s Al-Masirah news channel.

During the interview, which took place at the 
Contemporary Art Museum of Palestine in Teh-
ran, the Iranian president answered reporters’ 

questions about Operation Al-Aqsa Storm, on-
going Israeli crimes in Gaza, Washington’s com-
plicity in the war, initiatives of resistance groups 
in the region as well as the growing global sup-
port for the Palestinians cause. He also touched 
on how the current conflict in Gaza will change 
the dynamics of West Asia in the future.

Iran has backed the October 7 Hamas opera-
tion in the occupied territories, while calling on 
Islamic countries to cut all ties with the Israeli 
regime in response to its massacre of civilians 
in Gaza. 

Raisi gives interview to Resistance televisions 



No concentration 
no gain

By Masoud Hossein

TEHRAN – Iran football team were held 
to a 2-2 draw by Uzbekistan in Group E of 
the Preliminary Joint Qualification - Round 
2 for the FIFA World Cup 2026 and the AFC 
Asian Cup Saudi Arabia 2027 and it could be a 
warning for Team Melli.

Iran went 2-0 up in the first half but conceded 
two goals in the second half. Uzbekistan could 
have scored more than two goals but Iran were 
lucky to escape with a point in Tashkent.

Iran showed the poor performance in the 
second half against Uzbekistan and the players 
suffer lack of focus.  

The result means that Iran, headed by Amir 
Ghalenoei, had no concentration during the 
match. It seems the Iranian players were 
supposed to win the match but football lasts 
90 minutes. 

Star-studded Iran have not won a title in 
the AFC Asian Cup for more than 47 years and 
are determined to bring an end to the title 
drought. The Persians are drawn in Group C 
along with Palestine, the UAE and Hong Kong 
and will most likely qualify for the next stage 
but the team will have difficult task ahead in 
the next rounds.

Japan, are the favorites to win the title for the 
fifth time, as well as Roberto Mancini’s Saudi 
Arabia and Jurgen Klinsmann’s South Korea.

Nasiri snatches 
gold at 2023 
Junior World 
Weightlifting 
C’ships
TEHRAN – Alireza Nasiri of Iran claimed a gold 

medal at the 2023 Junior World Weightlifting 
Championships.

He came first in the 96kg weight class 
after lifting a total of 371kg (166+205) in the 
tournament. 

Turkmenistan’s Shahzadbek Matyakubov 
seized the silver with 367kg and Masashi 
Nishikawa of Japan won the bronze with 362kg.

The competition has started in Guadalajara, 
Mexico on Nov. 15 and will run until Nov. 23. 

Reza Enayati new 
head coach of 
Paykan
TEHRAN – Paykan football club announced 

the appointment of Reza Enayati as the club’s 
head coach on Wednesday. 

The 47-year-old coach replaced Rasoul 
Khatibi in the Tehran-based club.

Khatibi was sacked after five months 
following poor results.

Under Khatibi, Paykan earned just one win in 
10 matches.  Enayati has most recently worked 
as head coach of Iran U23 football team, where 
the team failed to qualify for the 2022 Asian 
Games’ semifinals. 

Paykan sit 13th in the 16-team table at the 
2023/24 Iran’s Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL).

Hossein Vafaei 
starts 2023 UK 
Championship on 
high
TEHRAN – Hossein Vafaei of Iran defeated 

English snooker player Martin O›Donnell 6-0 in 
his first match in the 2023 UK Championship.

Some of the biggest names in the sport will 
go to battle for the huge £250,000 prize.

It’s the first Triple Crown event of the 2023-
24 season and takes place at the iconic York 
Barbican Centre.

Last year, Northern Ireland›s Mark Allen 
fought back to beat China›s Ding Junhui in one 
of the most enthralling UK Championship finals 
in the history of the tournament.

World number one Ronnie O›Sullivan won his 
first UK title in 1993 and is seeking a record-
extending eighth title.

Porto president: 
‘Milan tried for 
Taremi with 
ridiculous offers’
Porto president Pinto Da Costa discussed 

Mehdi Taremi’s expiring contract, the proposals 
he’s received and Milan’s ‘ridiculous offers’ in 
the summer.

The Rossoneri looked around for a new 
number nine in the summer transfer market 
and began targeting the 31-year-old Iranian 
striker late in the window.

They held a number of meetings with their 
Portuguese counterparts and ultimately 
offered a deal worth €18m total, which was 
accepted by Porto, but then they hit a snag in 
contract talks with the striker.

Speaking to SIC via Calciomercato.com, Da 
Costa discussed Taremi’s future and the offers 
he’s already received as his contract with Porto 
draws closer to expiring.

“We have to be realistic. Taremi has offers 
that he hasn’t accepted yet, to earn €10m a 
year. Gentlemen, give me €10m for Taremi and 
another €10m for the tax authorities and I will 
renew his contract.

“Yes, Milan tried in the summer with 
ridiculous offers that weren’t even worth 
talking about. They were not even close to the 
value of the clause.”

Taremi is expected to leave Porto on a free 
transfer next summer and Inter are seriously 
interested in signing the striker. Sporting 
director Piero Ausilio is in close contact with his 
entourage, trying to set up a deal.

This season, the 31-year-old has scored 
three goals and provided three assists across 
16 games in all competitions.

Uzbekistan 
showed character 
against Iran, says 
Katanec
TEHRAN - Head coach Srecko Katanec was 

brimming with pride after seeing Uzbekistan 
overturn a two-goal deficit to hold Iran to a 
2-2 draw in Group E of the Preliminary Joint 
Qualification - Round 2 for the FIFA World 
Cup 2026 and the AFC Asian Cup Saudi Arabia 
2027 on Tuesday.

The result left the two teams level on points 
heading into the next matchday scheduled for 
March, 2024.

“It was not easy to watch the game from 
the bench. A draw against Iran is a good 
result, and I congratulate the boys,” said 
Katanec. “I think we should have played 
more aggressively in the first half. But we 
improved our game in the second half. It›s 
a very good result. The opportunities we 
missed were our own fault.”

Uzbekistan were down by two goals heading 
into the break following strikes from Ramin 
Rezaeian and Mehdi Taremi but Katanec always 
believed that his players were capable of 
changing the course of the game.

“I told them not to be afraid during the break. 
I explained that we need to move the ball faster. 
There is no point in holding the ball for too long. 
I’m satisfied with today›s game. I was pleased 
with the players› approach to the match. The 
players showed character and overturned a 
two goals deficit to draw 2-2.

“I want our players to have more practice in 
their clubs. If they play regularly at their clubs, 
we can increase our game by 20-30 percent. 
We have to work on our style and we can still 
improve our game.”

Uzbekistan take on Hong Kong next, while 
Iran meet Turkmenistan.
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TEHRAN – Iranian parliament member 
Mojtaba Zolnouri strongly condemned the 
killing of two journalists from the Lebanese 
Al-Mayadeen television.

During a press conference held on 
Wednesday, Zolnouri drew attention to 
the Zionists’s outrageous atrocities, lately 
resulting in the martyrdom of two journalists 
in southern Lebanon.

The correspondent Farah Omar and 
the cameraman Rabie Al-Maamari of Al-
Mayadeen television were the latest victims 
of an Israeli shelling on the Tayr Harfa area in 
southern Lebanon.

Additionally, Zolnouri emphasized the 
severity of the threat posed by the Zionist 
regime. This threat, as Zolnouri observed, 
is not only to Muslims and Arabs but to the 
entire global community. 

“The Zionists are clearly disregarding 
fundamental religious, moral, and 
international principles,” he added.

The lawmaker went on to provide alarming 
details about the deliberate targeting 
of civilians carried out by Israeli forces. 
He stated that women, children, non-
combatants, journalists, healthcare workers, 
and students have all fallen victim to the 
Israeli brutal actions. 

“The scope of these attacks extends 
beyond specific regions, reaching Gaza, 
Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, and various other 
locations,” he commented.

He stressed the crucial role of journalists in 
bringing these crimes to light and defending 
the innocent populations of Gaza, Lebanon, 
and Palestine. 

Expressing deep regret, Zolnouri 

highlighted the unfortunate reality that some 
human rights activists choose to turn a blind 
eye to the crimes committed by Zionist forces, 
inadvertently supporting their atrocities. 

The Iranian MP also urged the international 
community to take heed of these revelations 
and unite against the common threat posed 
by the actions of the Zionist forces.

The ongoing violence perpetuated by Israeli 
forces has had devastating effects on innocent 
civilians, particularly women and children.

The Israeli regime has been targeting 
hospitals, mosques, and crucial infrastructure 
continuously since the outbreak of the war 
on October 7 when the Palestinian resistance 
group Hamas launched a surprise operation in 
response to the occupying forces’s intensifying 
crimes against the Palestinian people.

Killing of two journalists further exposes Israel’s crimes against humanity: MP

TEHRAN – The head of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran (AEOI) announced on 
Wednesday that the country is moving forward 
with the construction of a new power plant in 
southwest Iran. 

Mohammad Eslami stated that Tehran has 
now begun the construction of the main facility 
of the compound, which is located in the small 
city of Darokhvein in Khuzistan Province. 

The Karoon Nuclear Power Plant (also 
known as Darkhovein Nuclear Power Plant) is 
a forthcoming nuclear power facility set to be 
located in Iran’s Khuzestan province, situated 
approximately 70 kilometers south of Ahwaz 
along the Karoon River. Once completed, the 
plant will stand as Iran’s first domestically 
designed and constructed nuclear power 
facility alongside the research reactor of IR-40. 

The nuclear power plant will be furnished 
with a pressurized water reactor (PWR), a type 
of light-water nuclear reactor, to generate 
electricity with a capacity of 300 megawatts. 
The project was inaugurated last year and is 
expected to take 8 years to complete. 

While talking to reporters, Eslami also 
elaborated on Iran’s other nuclear activities, 
stressing that the country is enriching 
uranium in accordance to the laws passed by 

parliament.

He also commented on the International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s latest report on Iran, 
asking the Agency to refrain from politicizing 
the issue and act as an independent body. 

“The Agency’s report has two bases, one of 
which is based on Resolution 2231 or JCPOA, 
and based on this, if parties fail to fulfill their 
obligations, other parties may return from 
their commitments,” the official said, adding 
that all of Iran’s nuclear activities are fully 
getting monitored by the IAEA. 

A report by the IAEA earlier this month 
claimed that Iran has been barring IAEA’s 
experienced nuclear inspectors. Tehran has 
rejected those claims, pointing out how its 
nuclear facilities are inspected more than any 
other country in the world.  

IAEA’s Director General Rafael Grossi 
addressed the report on Wednesday stating, 
“It takes a lot of time to train inspectors of 
this type”.

He also added that inspections are still 
underway in Iran’s nuclear facilities.

 “We will continue (with the inspections) 
but this is a very negative development and 
a serious blow. We hope that this decision will 

be reversed,” the official stated, referring to 
the alleged obstruction affecting the IAEA’s 
work in Iran.

Iran informed the IAEA that it would start 
enriching uranium to the purity level of 60% 
at its Fordow nuclear facility in 2022, following 
an anti-Iran resolution by the U.S. and the 
European troika initiated at the UN nuclear 
agency’s Board of Governors.

Iran and the 5+1 group of countries singed a 
nuclear deal known as the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action or the JCPOA in 2015.  The accord 
limited the level of Iran’s Uranium enrichment 
in return to the termination of sanctions 
against the country.

The U.S., however, unilaterally withdrew 
from the deal in 2018, and re-imposed 
sanctions on Iran. 

The Iranian Parliament finally took action 
in 2020 and prompted the development of 
the country’s nuclear program beyond the 
limits set by the JCPOA, after giving Europe 
and the U.S. multiple chances to return to the 
implementation of the deal.  

It seems, however, that Washington and its 
European allies expect Iran to fully implement 
the deal, while they have miserably failed to 
keep their side of the bargain.

TEHRAN - On Wednesday, 
Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
declared that Iran and Russia are 
enhancing their military and defense 
partnership despite mounting 
pressure from the West. 

The spokesperson also declined to 
address U.S. allegations suggesting 
that Iran is contemplating providing 
ballistic missiles to Russia for use in 
the Ukraine conflict.

“I don’t think this is worth 
a comment. We have been 

developing our relations with Iran, 
including defense cooperation, 
but we do not comment on this 
information,” Peskov said.

Previously, U.S. National 
Security Council (NSC) Coordinator 
for Strategic Communications 
John Kirby had indicated that 
Tehran might be contemplating 
furnishing Russia with ballistic 
missiles for use in Ukraine. 

These allegations emerge against 
the backdrop of repeated Western 
accusations directed at Iran for 
its alleged military involvement in 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. The 
West has particularly emphasized 
Tehran’s purported supply of drones 

to Russia, with Western analysts 
asserting that these Iranian drones 
have significantly bolstered Russia›s 
activities in what it terms as its 
special military operation in Ukraine.

In response, Iran has categorically 
refuted these assertions, affirming 
that it has never provided 
Moscow with weapons for use in 
Ukraine. Iranian authorities have 
continuously called upon Ukraine 
and its Western allies to present 
substantial evidence, an appeal that 
has thus far gone unanswered.

Construction of new nuclear power plant underway in Iran

Russia developing defense cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN- The Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei, has said that the 
Zionist regime was “knocked out” in 
the Al-Aqsa Storm operation.

The Leader made the remarks on 
Wednesday at the Imam Khomeini 
Hussainiyah during a meeting with 
Iran’s sports champions and medal 
winners of the Asian Games and 
the Asian Para Games, according 
to khamenei.ir

Ayatollah Khamenei while 
summing up the latest 
developments in Gaza stated 
that Hamas, a Palestinian group 
of resistance fighters and not a 
government or a country that is well-
equipped, managed to knock out the 
usurping Zionist regime which is 
well-equipped with resources.

Pointing to the inability of 
the Zionists to pull itself out of 
the pressure and disgrace of 
this shameful defeat, Ayatollah 
Khamenei added, “They flex their 
muscles in a show of retaliation by 
bombing hospitals and schools in 

Gaza. This is similar to an athlete who 
loses a competition and retaliates by 
physically attacking and swearing at 
the fans of the opposing team.”

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution stressed that the heavy 
defeat that the Zionist regime 
suffered will not be compensated 
by these crimes. “They should know 
that this oppression and these 
atrocities will not go unanswered 
and the bombings will shorten the 
life of the usurping regime.”

During the meeting, Ayatollah 
Khamenei lauded the Iranian 
athletes who refrained from 
competing with the Zionist regime’s 
representatives. “Today, the entire 
world has understood the reason 
why our athletes have done this. It 
is because those people [athletes 
representing the Zionist regime] are 
competing on behalf of a criminal, 
terrorist regime.”

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution criticized the officials 
of international sports centers 
that are controlled by the Arrogant 

Powers. “Those who, in a political 
measure under the pretext of war, 
ban a country from participating in 
all sporting fields, are now choosing 
to ignore around 5,000 Palestinian 
children who have been martyred 
in Gaza. They refrain from banning 
and condemning the Zionist regime 
for genocide and war crimes under 
the pretext of avoiding political 
interference in sports. We hope that 
one day these discriminatory acts 
will be attended to in a just manner.”

Ayatollah Khamenei extended 
his gratitude to Iran’s national 
football team, who, showed their 
support for the Palestinian cause 
by wearing keffiyehs when they 
came onto the field during the 2023 
Jordan football tournament. 

“I would like to extend my 
gratitude to the athletes who 
donated their medals to the 
children of Gaza and the martyrs 
who were killed in a hospital by 
the atrocious acts of the Zionists. 
I would also like to thank the 
athletes who refused to compete 

with the athletes of the Zionist 
regime.”

Elsewhere in his speech, 
the Leader of the Revolution 
hailed the Iranian medalists for 
determination and hard work. 

“I would like to sincerely thank 
the respected lady, who bore the 
flag of Iran’s sports caravan in the 
Asian Games, while wearing a full 
hijab. I would also like to thank 
the sportswoman who refused to 
shake hands with a non-mahram 
man during the awarding of her 
medal, as well as the lady who went 
to the podium with her child and 
highlighted the respect that families 
and mothers should be given around 
the world via the demonstration of 
this symbolic move.”

Ayatollah Khamenei also thanked 
a number of teenagers and youth 
in the meeting for their remarkable 
display of Iran’s bastani sport, 
adding that it has the potential to 
become an international sport and 
that efforts should be made for 
this to occur.

Zionist regime knocked out by  
Al-Aqsa Storm Operation: Leader



TEHRAN- The value of Iran’s non-oil export to 
Afghanistan increased by four percent during 
the first seven months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-October 22), as compared 
to the same period of time in the past year, the 
spokesman of the International Relations and 
Trade Development Committee of Iran’s House of 
Industry, Mining and Trade announced. 

Ruhollah Latifi said that Iran exported non-
oil commodities worth $975.528 million to its 
neighbor Afghanistan in the seven-month period 
of this year.

The economic adviser of the Iranian president’s 
special envoy in Afghanistan affairs said Iran has a 
35 percent share in Afghanistan’s import market, 
which is a considerable figure in bilateral trade 
ties.

Mohammad-Mehdi Javanmard-Ghassab stated 
that Tehran and Kabul enjoy high capacities 
to expand bilateral trade relations, especially 
in the fields of technical engineering services, 
transportation, and transit.

The economies of Iran and Afghanistan can 
complement each other, he said, adding that the 
two countries need a long-term strategic plan to 
take advantage of these conditions optimally.

Turning to Iran’s 35 percent share in 
Afghanistan’s market, Javanmard-Ghasab 
stressed that the country is seeking to export 
technology, technical know-how as well as 
technical and engineering services to Afghanistan.

Increasing the production of Iranian products in 
Afghanistan is also on the agenda, he emphasized.

According to Mohammad Ghanadzadeh, the deputy 
head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO), the 
trade between Iran and Afghanistan has increased by 
20 percent in the current Iranian calendar year (started 
on March 21).

Ghanadzadeh said Iran is ready to cooperate 
with Afghanistan in the country’s development 
and reconstruction projects.

Noting that Iran is Afghanistan’s top trade 
partner, the official put the two country’s trade in the 
previous Iranian calendar year at $970 million.

He said Iran and Afghanistan have previously had 
an annual trade of $3.0 billion, but Afghanistan’s 
political instability, the lack of infrastructure at 
border crossings, and the unpreparedness of 
customs have hindered the development of trade 
between the two countries.

Stating that TPO is pursuing the signing of a 
preferential trade agreement with Afghanistan, 
the official said the negotiations in this regard 
are moving forward and the lists of the desired 
goods of the two countries, especially in the 
agricultural sector, have been exchanged for 
further investigation.

Iran and Afghanistan, two neighbors with 

many commonalities, believe that the current 
level of their mutual economic and trade ties 
is not satisfactory, and they should pursue the 
development of these ties more seriously.

In this regard, the Iranian and Afghan governments 
are taking some prominent measures to boost trade 
between the two countries.

In early March, Iran’s trade center and 
permanent exhibition of Iranian products was 
inaugurated in Kabul.

In a tweet, the Iranian Embassy in Afghanistan 
mentioned the purpose of opening this center is 
to take a fundamental step in the development of 
trade relations between the two countries of Iran 
and Afghanistan.

Then in late July, a joint exhibition of products 
made in Iran and Afghanistan kicked off in 
Afghanistan’s western city of Herat.

Over 20 major Iranian and Afghan producers 
showcased their products and services in 22 
booths during the four-day exhibition.

The opening ceremony of the exhibition was 
attended by officials from both sides, including 
the organizer of the exhibition Ali Khaksar, Iran’s 
Consul General in Herat Mohammad Sediqifar, and 
Deputy Head of Herat Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Ahmad Saeed Sideqi.

In late June, during the visit of the head of 
the Iranian Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO)’s Afghan desk to Afghanistan, important 
agreements were made for the development of 
trade relations between the two countries.

Hamidreza Karbalaie Esmaili’s visit to 
Afghanistan was aimed at improving trade 
relations between the two neighbors in the 
fields of technical and engineering services, 
pharmaceuticals and medical equipment, 
petrochemical products, food industry, etc.

The most recent important measure taken 
by the two neighbors in line with developing 
trade ties was signing five memorandums of 
understanding (MOUs) on cooperation in different 
economic sectors.

The MOUs were signed in a ceremony on 
November 9 in the presence of Iranian Agriculture 
Minister Mohammad-Ali Nikbakht, President 
Raisi’s special envoy for Afghanistan Hassan 
Kazemi Qomi, and Deputy Prime Minister for 
Economic Affairs of the Taliban Government 
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar.

The mentioned MOUs include the cooperation 
document of the Iran-Afghanistan Joint Economic 
Committee meeting, the document of the two sides’ 
Joint International Road Transport Cooperation 
Committee meeting, the MOU between Iran’s Civil 
Aviation Organization (CAO) and the Afghan side, the 
MOU between Iran’s Esfahan Steel Company and the 
Afghan side, and the MOU between Iran’s Secretariat 
of Free Trade and Special Economic Zones and the 
Afghan sides.

Afghanistan’s delegation arrived in Iran on 
November 4. The 30-member delegation was led 
by Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar.

In the same day, Iran’s capital Tehran hosted 
an Iran-Afghanistan Joint Economic Committee 
meeting for the first time after the new 
government in Afghanistan took office.

Also, Iranian Transport and Urban Development 
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash hosted a meeting with 
Afghanistan’s Acting Minister of Transport and Civil 
Aviation Hamidullah Akhundzada in which the two 
sides discussed ways of developing transport ties.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of 
the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 
2,221 points (0.11 percent) to 2,020,375 on 
Wednesday, which is the fifth day of the 
Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. The other three ones 
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter 
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB). 

TEHRAN - Members of Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) Export Development Committee 
gathered on Wednesday to discuss the ways of 
increasing the country’s non-oil exports.

As reported by the ICCIMA portal, during the 
meeting while emphasizing the need for drafting 
a non-oil export development roadmap, the 
attendees stressed the fact that increasing the 
country’s non-oil exports is the priority of the 
ICCIMA Export Development Committee.

The members of the committee believe that 
data and statistical banks should be formed to 
support exports in order to make the most of the 
upcoming opportunities.

According to them, the promotion of exports by 
using tools such as trade fairs and foreign trade 
platforms, and on the other hand, establishing 
effective communication with decision-making 
authorities in the field of foreign trade can help to 
improve the non-oil export.

TEHRAN - Senior officials of 
Iran and Oman’s commercial-
industrial free zones have 
emphasized the need for 
expanding relations and 
implementing joint projects in 
such zones, Iranian Free Zones 
News Agency (Freena) reported.

In a meeting between Secretary 
of Iran’s Free Zones High Council 
Hojatollah Abdolmaleki and 
Oman’s Chairman of the Public 
Authority for Special Economic 
and Free Zones Ali bin Masoud Al 
Sunaidy in Muscat, the two sides 
stressed the implementation of a 
memorandum of understanding 
signed between the two 
countries on cooperation for 
encouraging companies active 
in special economic and free 
trade zones to expand business 
relations, establish branches and 
implement ventures.

According to Abdolmaleki, 
Iran-Oman cooperation in the 
free zones would pave the way 
for the further imports and 
exports and the increase in 
employment and investment.

Also, during a meeting between 
Iran’s Industry, Mining and Trade 
Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi and 
Oman’s Energy and Minerals 
Minister Salim bin Nasser Al Aufi 
in late September, the two sides 
stressed the need to expand and 
strengthen cooperation in the 
fields of industry and mining.

As reported, Ali-Abadi was 
accompanied by his deputy 
for machinery and equipment 
industries, Mohammad Mousavi, 
his deputy for mines and 
materials processing, Reza 
Mohtashami-Pour, as well as 
his deputy Mehdi Zeyghami, who 
is also the head of Iran’s Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO), in 
his trip to Oman.

Aiming to expand economic 
ties, Iran and Oman signed 
four cooperation documents in 
various areas including energy, 
investment, and free zones 
during the official visit of Oman’s 
Sultan Haitham bin Tariq al-Said 
to Tehran in late May.

The document on the energy 
sector was signed by Iran’s Oil 
Minister Javad Oji and Omani 
Minister of Energy and Minerals 
Salim bin Nasser al-Aufi.

The two countries also 
signed three other documents 
to cooperate in the economic, 
investment, and free zones 
sectors.

Iranian Finance and Economic 
Affairs Minister Ehsan 
Khandouzi and Secretary of 
Iran’s Free Zones High Council 
Hojatollah Abdolmaleki signed 
the mentioned documents with 
the ministers of economy and 
commerce of Oman.

Mentioning the prospects of 
economic relations between 
the two countries in the future, 
Khandouzi said: “Considering 
that after the visit of President 
Raisi to Muscat last year, the 
volume of business exchanges 
between Iran and Oman 
increased significantly, the 
evidence indicates that the 
coming months and next year 
will also witness an increase in 
trade relations between the two 
countries.”

“Our agreement with our 
Omani counterparts is for the 
relations between the two 
countries to enter a phase of 
joint investments in addition to 
completing the current trade 
ties, which will create a much 
more lasting economic link in the 
long term,” Khandouzi noted.

Meanwhile, in mid-July, the 
head of the Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines 
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) called 
for promoting joint investment 
between the private sectors of 

Iran and Oman in order to boost 
the trade exchanges between the 
two countries.

Hossein Selahvarzi made the 
remarks in a meeting with Omani 
Ambassador to Tehran Ibrahim 
bin Ahmed Almuaini.

During the meeting, Selahvarzi 
expressed the readiness of the 
private sectors of Iran and Oman 
for joint investments, as well as, 
using transit capacities of the 
two countries for re-exports if 
the necessary infrastructure is 
provided by the governments of 
the two countries.

Referring to the 40 percent 
growth of trade exchanges 
between the two countries in 
the previous year, the official 
said: “Although this positive 
trend is significant, the ICCIMA is 
trying to increase the volume of 
exchanges as much as possible.”

He pointed out that the Joint 
Economic Committee meeting 
of Iran and Oman will soon be 
held in Tehran, noting that the 
ICCIMA is ready to discuss ways 
of facilitating the trade between 
the private sectors of the two 
countries in the mentioned 
meeting.

“The main obstacles facing 
the cooperation of the two 
countries’ private sectors are 
related to banking transactions 
and transportation,” Selahvarzi 
added.

He further mentioned Oman’s 
long-term development plan 
for 2040 and said: “The Iran 

chamber is working on an action 
plan for the active participation 
of the private sectors of the two 
countries in this development 
plan.”

Welcoming the remarks of the 
ICCIMA head, Almuaini said: “The 
Omani government regularly 
encourages the country’s private 
sector to increase exchanges 
with Iran and we are trying to 
facilitate such exchanges and 
remove obstacles.”

“Until five years ago, the 
exchanges between the two 
countries did not exceed $200 
million dollars, but now it 
has increased to more than 
two billion dollars. Of course, 
although the progress of 
economic relations between the 
two countries is significant, we 
should not be satisfied with this 
level,” the envoy added.

Also, in early May, a Joint Iran-
Oman Business Forum was held 
at the place of ICCIMA in a bid to 
boost trade exchange between 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
the Sultanate of Oman.

The forum aimed at 
consolidating bilateral business 
relations, conducting strategic 
partnerships to augment the 
volume of investments and 
business activity, and accessing 
new economic fields.

Several B2B meetings 
were held during the forum 
between Omani and Iranian 
businesspeople. The meetings 
targeted striking business and 
investment deals. As many as 
250 Iranian firms took part in the 
event.

Prior to the forum, ICCIMA 
former Head Gholam-Hossein 
Shafeie met with his Omani 
counterpart to discuss avenues 
of mutual cooperation between 
the two countries’ private 
sectors.

In this meeting, while 
emphasizing the need to remove 
trade obstacles, Shafeie said: 
“Attention should be paid to 
multilateral cooperation and 
joint investments so that the 
markets of the two countries can 
take advantage of each other’s 
business opportunities in any 
situation.”

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran and 
the Eurasian and Economic Union (EAEU) 
are going to sign a long-awaited free trade 
agreement (FTA) in the coming month and 
the FTA could go operational in the next 
Iranian calendar year (begins in late March 
2024), an official with Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO) said.

Speaking in a press conference held 
prior to the second EAEU exclusive 
exhibition on Tuesday, Mohammad-Sadegh 
Ghannadzadeh said: “Currently, Iran and 
Eurasia have reached an understanding on 
the text and list of goods for free trade, and 
soon in Russia, five EAEU member countries 
and Iran will sign the agreement, and if 
approved by the parliament, the FTA will be 
implemented next year.”

“Based on the FTA, 87 percent of goods will 
be exchanged between Iran and Eurasia with 
zero tariffs. But there is always a negative list 
in free trade agreements. In this agreement, 
13 percent of our goods are either on the 
import ban list or their import tariff will not be 

zero,” he explained.

Iran and EAEU reached a preferential trade 
agreement (PTA) in 2018 based on which 
about 862 commodity items are currently 
subject to preferential tariffs. The agreement 

came into effect on October 27, 2019.

Following the positive impact of the PTA on 
the trade exchanges between the two sides, 
Iran and EAEU started negotiating to upgrade 
the PTA to an FTA.

Back in July, the minister in charge of trade 
of the Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) 
said that the EAEU’s cooperation with Iran is 
actively expanding in various fields, and trade 
between the two sides has doubled over the 
past four years.

Andrey Slepnev also said that trade between 
the union and the Islamic Republic of Iran rose 
22 percent in 2022.

The second EAEU exclusive exhibition, which 
is a platform to showcase the capabilities 
of the EAEU members and their Iranian 
counterparts, is scheduled to be held in Tehran 
from December 4-7.

TEHRAN – Iranian parliament (Majlis) 
has asked the government to postpone the 
submitting of the national budget bill for the 
next Iranian calendar year 1403 (begins on 
March 20, 2024) to the parliament after the 
approval of the seventh National Development 
Plan (2022-2026), IRNA reported.

President Ebrahim Raisi was going to submit 
the administration’s draft of the national 
budget bill for the next Iranian calendar year 
to the Majlis on Tuesday.

The proposed budget for the next year is 
amounted to about 54.18 quadrillion rials 
(about $108.36 billion at the free market rate 
of 500,000 rials), with an 18 percent rise from 
the current year’s budget.

The bill has estimated the government’s 
budget at 24.29 quadrillion rials (about 

$48.58 billion).

Public resources are estimated at 14.95 
quadrillion rials (about $29.9 billion).

The crude oil income is predicted to be 5.54 
quadrillion rials (about $11.08 billion), and oil 
sales are estimated at 1.35 million barrels per 
day at an average price of €65.

Like the current year’s budget, the 
next year’s proposed budget requires the 
government to pay 40 percent of its oil, gas, 
and gas condensate revenues to National 
Development Fund (NDF).

Tax revenues are predicted to be 11.22 
quadrillion rials (about $22.44 billion) which 
is 49.8 percent more than the figure for the 
current year’s budget bill.

The data provided in the next year’s 

budget bill indicate that the government is 
taking major steps to distance the economy 
from oil, as a big portion of the incomes are 
set to be gained from sources other than oil 
and gas.

Oil incomes in the next year’s budget 
bill are estimated to be 6.2 percent less 
than the ceiling allowed in the budget law, 
accounting for only 22.8 percent of the 
total incomes. On the other hand, the share 
of tax revenues is twice the revenues from 
oil and gas sales, which means changing 
the budget approach from oil revenues to 
sustainable revenues.

Iranian Economy Minister Ehsan Khandouzi 
said on Tuesday that the next year’s budget 
has increased 18 percent compared to this 
year. 
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Secretary of Iran’s Free Zones High Council Hojatollah Abdolmaleki 
(L) and Oman’s Chairman of the Public Authority for Special Economic 

and Free Zones Ali bin Masoud Al Sunaidy

Iran’s non-oil export to Afghanistan up 
4% in 7 months yr/yr

TEDPIX rises 2,200 points on Wednesday

ICCIMA calls for drafting non-oil export 
development roadmap

Iran-EAEU FTA to be signed in near future

Govt. postpones submitting budget bill to parliament

Iran, Oman stress implementing joint 
projects in free, special zones



First signs of victory for Hamas 
The resistance group agrees to a short pause on its own terms
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From page 1   Given the unabashed U.S. 
support of the genocide being executed by the 
Israeli entity against the Palestinian people of Gaza, 
I can no longer stomach Americans or their British 
or European lap dogs.  By referring to Palestinians 
as “human animals,” Zionist leaders have admitted 
their intent to commit genocide against innocent 
men, women and children in Gaza, and elsewhere in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

And it is genocide: according to Section 1091 of 
Title 18, United States Code, genocide includes violent 
attacks with the specific intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group.  
Already over 12,000 Palestinians, half of whom 
are women and children, have been slaughtered 
in these ongoing massacres. Additionally, Israelis 
have imposed a complete siege on Gaza, cutting off 
all water, food, electricity and fuel.  Starvation as a 
method of warfare is prohibited by Article 54 of 
Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. 
Deprivation of basic supplies necessary for survival 
is a war crime under Article 8(2)(b)(xxv)of the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court.

Article 51 of the Geneva Convention of 1949 
covering the protection of the civilian population 
prohibits so-called indiscriminate attacks, which 
includes those not directed at specific military 
objectives, may be expected to cause incidental 
loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage 
to civilian objects, or a combination thereof. 
Likewise, Article 51(2) of Additional Protocol I 
prohibits “acts or threats of violence the primary 
purpose of which is to spread terror among the 
civilian population.”  The Zionist regime is in 
violation of these provisions as well.

The recent UN General Assembly vote on a 
humanitarian cease-fire in Gaza demonstrated 
how isolated the U.S. is globally with 120 for to 14 
against. While many abstained, not one traditional 
U.S. ally voted against the truce resolution.  Biden’s 
sanguinary stance even runs counter to the wishes 
of a majority of Americans, with 66 percent in 
favor of a cease-fire. No wonder some sources are 
referring to Biden as “Genocide Joe.”

Moreover, a recent poll of Israelis has shown 
that support for continuing the carnage has 
dropped to 29 percent.  How hypocritically ironic 
that the descendants of the alleged victims of 
poison gas used by the Nazis in Germany are now 
using poison gas to further their genocide of the 
Palestinian people in Gaza. 

-Are Israel’s actions instances of self-defense 
or the slaughter of Gazans?

Only a dyed-in-the-wool Zionist could describe 
this Gazan genocide as “self-defense.” As we all 
witness the relentless bombardment of Gaza by 
the Israelis’ warplanes and artillery, we likewise 
witness the United States scrambling to provide 
military support and political cover for its so-called 
“ally” to carry out what scholars of international 
law consider to be war crimes. 

Regrettably, the U.S. president has given the 
Israeli prime minister a “green light” to prolong 

this genocidal war against Gaza as he sees 
fit.   The U.S. certainly has sufficient leverage 
to pressure this apartheid regime to stop its 
genocidal campaign in Gaza. 

In an open letter to Biden, Sarbini Abdul Murad, 
Chief Presidium of Medical Emergency Rescue 
Committee (MER-C) Indonesia, wrote, “Every five 
minutes, a Palestinian child is killed ... Babies, 
children, women, the elderly, the disabled, hospitals, 
ambulances, medics, schools, teachers, residential 
complexes, worship places and much more. This is 
completely genocide and ethnic cleansing.” After 
demanding an immediate cease-fire, Dr. Murad 
concluded his letter stating, “We, the Indonesian 
people, and also the people all around world, will 
continue to support the struggle for the liberation 
of Palestinian land from Israeli Zionist colonialism.”

-How do you describe the agonies of the 
inhabitants of Gaza who have been denied 
essential needs, living in constant fear of 
bombardment, grieving for the family members 
lost in aerial raids, etc.?

How can anyone describe the agonies of Gazan 
parents who witness their children’s remains being 
dragged out from the rubble, which had once been 
their homes and had been destroyed by Israelis with 
U.S.-supplied bombs? Karim Khan, chief prosecutor 
at the International Criminal Court, called the 
situation in Gaza “a pandemic of inhumanity.”

Recall that during the Great March of Return 
two years ago, the Zionists deliberately targeted 
women, children and people in wheelchairs.  Now, 
one Israeli official is even talking about dropping a 
nuclear bomb on Gaza.  They have already dropped 
1-1/2 times (probably 2 x) the equivalent of the 
explosive power of the Hiroshima A-bomb on Gaza.  
Meanwhile, the Wall Street analysts have placed buy 
recommendations on the weapons makers’ stocks. 

Biden’s ceaseless support of the genocidal Israeli 
campaign against Gaza, which includes bombing 
schools and hospitals, is causing displacement, 
death and destruction in Palestine on a scale not 
seen since the original Nakba in 1948.  Biden and 
members of his administration have lied about 
Israel’s bombing of schools and hospitals, giving 
overt political cover for the Zionist regime’s war 
crimes.  His administration has refused to hear the 
anguished outcries from people around the world 
demanding an immediate humanitarian cease-fire 
in Gaza. In the words of one Palestinian academic, 
“Biden has truly surpassed Trump in the fascist 
dehumanization of Palestinians.” 

Biden has repeated false news reports about 
Hamas members targeting civilians, beheading 
children and raping women, in support of a regime 
that includes a prime minister indicted for bribery 
and corruption, and a cabinet member convicted 
of terrorism. His claim that the U.S. upholds the 
laws of war is baseless; allowing Israel to use white 
phosphorus is one counterexample; allowing the 
cessation of food and water to Gaza is another, as 
intentional starvation of a civilian population is 
clearly a war crime. Moral revulsion is too mild a term 
for describing my feelings towards a U.S. president 
who would politically and logistically facilitate 
genocide. Once again, I am ashamed to be American.

-What is the duty of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in the face of such collective punishment?

While neither the U.S. nor Israel is a state party 
to the Rome Statute, Palestine is. Consequently, 
the International Criminal Court’s jurisdiction 

extends to Gaza, the Occupied West Bank and 
Jerusalem. An ICC prosecutor concluded that “war 
crimes have been or are being committed in the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza 
Strip,” but the ICC is underfunded and may not be 
able to pursue the investigation.  In contrast, the 
U.S. always seems to find funds to finance Israel’s 
war crimes against Palestinians.

Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Court Karim A.A. Khan stated that his office began 
an investigation on 3 March 2021 concerning Rome 
Statute crimes committed since 13 June 2014 in 
Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
as well as the current situation in Gaza that began 7 
October 2023. He has pleaded with the state parties 
to the Rome Statute “to provide us with the tools 
we need in order to allow us to effectively fulfil our 
mandate.” The upcoming Assembly of States Parties 
in December should demonstrate the commitment 
of those state parties to the principles of the ICC.

-Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu has claimed 
he wants to remove Hamas from Gaza. Do you 
think this is practically possible?

Hamas (Harakah al-Moqawamah al-Islamiyah, 
The Islamic Resistance Movement) was formed on 
9 December 1987 after an Israeli military tractor 
trailer truck intentionally rammed a van carrying 
Palestinians, killing 3 outright and injuring 7 
others. That evening, Hamas was established by 
a number of prominent Gazan leaders who were 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood.

When Hamas members won a majority of seats 
in the Palestinian legislative elections in 2007, 
the U.S. and Israel refused to recognize them and 
supported Fatah, after which Hamas took over 
Gaza. The U.S. and Israel even enlisted Mohammad 
Dahlan in an unsuccessful coup attempt.  Israeli 
attacks on the narrow coastal enclave have been 
relentless, year after year killing thousands of 
Palestinians, while the U.S. supplies arms and 
munitions, as well as political cover.

Despite the continuous attempts in the past by the 
Zionist regime to dislodge Hamas from Gaza, they 
have been unsuccessful.  Having failed previously to 
remove Hamas from Gaza, Netanyahu appears to be 
intent on wiping out Gaza in its entirety.  

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Biden’s sanguinary stance on Gaza runs counter to wishes of most Americans: analyst 

“Biden giving overt political 
cover for the Zionist 

regime’s war crimes.”

“By referring to Palestinians 
as ‘human animals,’ Zionist 

leaders have admitted 
their intent to commit 

genocide against innocent 
Palestinian civilians.”

At least 191 
sheltering in UNRWA 
schools killed since 
October 7 
At least 191 sheltering in UNRWA schools have 

been killed since October 7, the United Nations 
Agency for Providing Relief to Palestinian 
Refugees (UNRWA) said.

“At least 798 people sheltering in its Gaza 
schools have been wounded since the start of 
the war,” the agency added. 

 UNRWA also said that two schools, in the north 
and center of the besieged coastal enclave, were 
completely demolished by explosions. 

More than 14,100 
martyred in Gaza 
More than 14,100 people have been martyred 

in Gaza since October 7, when the Al-Aqsa 
Storm began.

On Tuesday night, while the news was telling 
about the agreement of the two sides for a 
ceasefire at least 100 Palestinians were killed 
in attacks overnight and this morning around 
hospitals and refugee camps in Gaza.

Israel and Hamas agreed on a deal for a 
four-day truce in Gaza and the release of 50 
captives held in the enclave. 

About 150 Palestinian women and children 
held in Israeli jails to be freed as part of the 
deal, according to Hamas. 

Netanyahu says the agreement does not 
mean war will stop.

 

Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad says Israeli 
‘non-civilian 
prisoners’ will not 
be freed 
 In a statement on its Telegram channel, the 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) said Israeli soldiers 
will not be released until “all our prisoners are 
liberated from enemy prisons”. 

 In addition to Hamas, the PIJ has also been 
holding captives since October 7. 

 “We emphasize our continued confrontation 
of aggression, at all field and political levels, 
to thwart all the goals of this aggression,” the 
statement added. 

Israel-Palestine 
war: Ex-US 
diplomat dropped 
by lobbying firm 
after ‘racist’ tirade
A lobbying firm has dropped a former US 

State Department official after three videos 
surfaced of him launching a racist tirade at a 
New York City food vendor. 

 Stuart Seldowitz, 64, hurled abuse at a 
halal food cart worker on multiple occasions, 
threatening to use his contacts in the Middle 
East to have the man’s family members tortured, 
praising Israel’s killing of Palestinian children and 
insulting the Prophet Muhammad. 

 “I’m going to put a big sign here to say that 
this guy believes in Hamas… you’re a terrorist, you 
support terrorists. If we killed 4,000 Palestinian 
children, it wasn’t enough,” he says in one clip. 

 The footage posted on Tuesday sparked 
outrage online, particularly as details emerged 
about Seldowitz’s past career as a diplomat. 

 The comments were made in reference to 
Israel’s ongoing bombardment of Gaza, which 
started on 7 October and has killed at least 14,000 
Palestinians, including over 5,000 children. 

Following the circulation of the video online, 
Seldowitz was dropped by Gotham Government 
Relations, a Washington-based lobbying firm. 

According to the New York Times, 
Seldowitz was a former official in the State 

Department’s Office of Israel and Palestinian 
Affairs, among other duties.  

He had served both Democrat and 
Republican administrations for decades, but 
most recently had worked as an adviser to 
the Obama administration.

Putin says deaths 
in Gaza as shocking 
as those in Ukraine 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday 

said the deaths in Gaza are as shocking as those 
that are occurring in Ukraine. 

 “I understand that this war (in Ukraine) cannot 
but shock me. Isn’t the bloody coup in Ukraine 
in 2014, followed by the war of the Kyiv regime 
against its people in Donbas, shocking? Isn’t 
the extermination of the civilian population in 
Palestine and the Gaza Strip shocking today?” 
Putin said in a live address at the virtual G-20 
leaders’ summit.  

Putin said what is happening in Ukraine is a 
tragedy, and they must look for ways to stop it. 
“Yes, of course, military action is always a tragedy. 
Specific people, specific families, and the country 
as a whole. And, of course, we must think about 
how to stop this tragedy.” 

 He said it was Ukraine that refused to negotiate 
and closed the way for dialogue, whereas Moscow 
was always ready to take such a step. 

‘Occupier terrorism’ 
in Gaza are crimes 
against humanity, 
constitute 
‘genocide’: Erdogan
Israel’s “occupier terrorism” in Gaza and 

other Palestinian territories are crimes against 
humanity which constitute “genocide,” said 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Wednesday. 

 “We must compel Israel to comply with 
international law and be held accountable for 
its actions. We should also break the blockade in 
the UN,” Erdogan told journalists on his return 
flight from Algeria. 

 He also said everyone, including foreign 
officials, are now telling the Turkish side that 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
“has to go.” 

 On worldwide protests against Israel’s attacks 
on Gaza, Erdogan said: “Politicians who turn a deaf 
ear to that voice will soon face the democratic 
response of the people.” 

 Israel’s occupation of Gaza, even though it 
might have plunged some governments into 
silence, stirred the public conscience, he added. 

Putin says 
Russia has 
moral obligation 
to deliver 
humanitarian aid 
to Gaza
Moscow has a moral obligation to deliver 

humanitarian aid to the civilian population in 
Gaza, Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
on Wednesday. The day before, he told other 
BRICS leaders that he had been moved by 
videos depicting Palestinian children being 
operated on without anesthesia. 

 Earlier this month, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) accused Israel of 
routinely targeting medical facilities. The 
international watchdog also said that child 
deaths were an everyday occurrence in the 
besieged Palestinian enclave. 

 Addressing the Russian cabinet via video link, 
Putin said: “This is a very important, humanitarian, 
noble mission. We need to help people suffering 
as a result of the ongoing events.” 

 The Russian leader went on to describe the 
provision of aid to Palestinian civilians in Gaza as 
“our sacred duty.”

From page 1   • Freedom of 
movement for civilians, particularly 
along Salah al Din road.

“The terms of this agreement 
were formulated with the vision of 
serving our people and bolstering 
their steadfastness in the face 
of aggression, always mindful 
of their sacrifices, suffering, and 
concerns,” Hamas said. 

It also promised to «persist as the 
protective shield and defenders of our 
people» despite the truce.

The Palestinian resistance has 
stood steadfast in the face of what 
was believed to be the strongest army 
in the region, taking on the Israeli 
invasion in man-to-man combat. 

Its armed wing?, along with other 
Palestinian resistance factions, have 
been launching missiles at Israeli 
military bases and Tel Aviv until the 
last moment of this temporary truce.

Their fingers are on the trigger 
should and when the Israeli military 
attacks their occupied territory again.

The regime’s military has been 
displayed around the world for all the 
wrong reasons, morally, legally and 
also in terms of its strength. 

Large parts of the territory of the 
besieged coastal enclave look like a 
devastating natural disaster had hit it. 

Except this has been no natural 
disaster. This was man-made. 

Or, to be more precise, this was 
Israeli-made. 

The regime has managed to kill 
more than 14,000 civilians, the 
majority of them women and children. 

According to the Gaza health 
ministry?, around 6,000 of them are 
children, another 4,000 are women, 
and the remainder the elderly and 
vulnerable, including babies. 

Tens of thousands of other 
Palestinian civilians have been injured 
or remain stuck under the rubble. 

Yet?, regional media shows the 

Palestinian population in the besieged 
Gaza Strip has never been more 
supportive of Hamas and has never 
been more hateful of the regime. 

On the other hand, Netanyahu 
has never been more hated by the 
Israelis themselves. 

Former Israeli prime minister 
Ehud Olmert has said Israelis 
should use the Gaza ceasefire to 
throw out their current leader.

“The people can’t stand him,” he 
said. 

“If there will be a break for a 
couple of days [from fighting], 
there will be a change of direction 
and they can move out into his 

home or his office and there will be 
demonstrations the like of which 
we have never seen,” he added. 

“The amount of rage that has been 
built up is just unbelievable.”

Olmert said Netanyahu’s 
administration should be toppled 
even in the middle of the war it is 
fighting in Gaza.

“He should go today, he should 
go this minute. He should be 
thrown out by any means.”

A warning from one Israeli war 
minister to another. 

The Israeli occupation itself has 
proven to the world again how much 
of a child-killing machine it is. 

Blocking food, water and 
medicine whilst bombing hospitals 
and leaving premature babies to die 
is not how a modern-era army with 
an iota of dignity behaves. 

The Israeli killing of journalists 
to hide its war crimes is nothing to 
boast about. 

There is, in essence, nothing much 
to boast about for the Israeli military. 

This is how barbaric armies 
fought in medieval times. 

The Israeli military is the sole army 
in the international community and 
in modern history to have taken the 
world to that era.

Damaged Israeli tanks at the Haidar Abdul Shafi junction near Al-Shifa Hospital

Political expert says it is no wonder some sources are referring to Biden as “Genocide Joe”



TEHRAN – Within boundaries of 
9,000-year-old site located near 
the Iranian capital, a team of ar-
chaeologists has discovered some 
ruins that their initial estimates 
suggest may date from the Achae-
menid era ( c. 550-330 BC). 

The discovery was made in 
Doushan Tepe, one of the satel-
lite hills situated within the Oz-
baki archaeological zone, ILNA 
reported on Wednesday. 

So far, the archaeological zone 
has yielded cultural material 
dating from the first half of the 
7th millennium to the first half 
of the first millennium BC, i.e. the 
Medes period.

“Although at the beginning of 
the [archaeological] season, the 
work was started to identify rel-
ics from the Iron Age or Media, 
but now it’s assumed what we 
are dealing with is architectural 
remains dating from the Ach-
aemenid period,” said Iranian 
archaeologist Mehrdad Malekza-
deh, who leads the team.

“Of course, this matter should 
be tested and after the labora-
tory’s retort, we can talk about it 
clearly.”

“Here in Doushan Tepe, we 

have found square tiles mea-
suring 35cm by 40cm, which are 
probably related to the Achae-
menid period.” 

They are very similar to the 
Achaemenid tiles, which are 
square-shaped with sides of 
40cm or 35cm, he added. 

However, the samples will be 
used for radiocarbon and OSL 
tests. If this is the case, the Ach-
aemenid period will be added to 
the time sequence introduced 
years ago by Iranian archaeolo-
gist Yousef Majidzadeh.

OSL dating typically provides 
useful dates ranging from a 

few centuries to about 150,000 
years. 

 The eighth season of excava-
tions on the site began on Au-
gust 23 and is still underway to 
throw new light on the history of 
human settlements at the site.

Experts suggest that the dis-
covery of certain objects in the 
archaeological zone indicates 
some kind of commercial links 
to Susa in the Khuzestan region, 
southwest Iran.

Majidzadeh believes the dis-
covery of objects such as tablets, 
statuettes, and ‘jagged’ earth-
enware in the hill indicates some 

kind of commercial link between 
Susa in Khuzestan and this in 
Tehran province.

 According to the available 
data, the first well-documented 
evidence of human habitation on 
the Iranian Plateau was found in 
several excavated cave and rock 
shelters, located mainly in the 
Zagros Mountains of western 
Iran, dating to the Middle Palae-
olithic or Mousterian period (c. 
100,000 BC).

From Caspian Sea in the north 
to Baluchestan in the southeast, 
the Iranian plateau extends for 
close to 2,000 km. The land en-
compasses the greater part of 
Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan 
west of the Indus River, con-
taining some 3,700,000 square 
kilometers. Despite being called 
a “plateau”, it is far from flat but 
contains several mountain rang-
es, the highest peak being Dam-
avand in the Alborz mountain 
range at 5610 m, and the Dasht-e 
Loot east of Kerman in Central 
Iran, falling below 300 m.

Ozbaki archaeological zone, 
also called Ozbaki Tappeh or 
Uzbaki Teppeh, is situated near 
Nazarabad, some 80 km west of 
Tehran.

TEHRAN – On Wednesday, an exhibition 
dedicated to nomadic lifestyle, handicrafts, 
souvenirs, and tourism appeals opened in 
Tehran. 

Traditional music, folk performances , 
workshops, and cultural and culinary are 
highlights of the event held at the AJA Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences, which is affiliated 
with the Iranian Armed Forces. 

Organizers hope to encourage more do-
mestic and overseas tourists and holiday-
makers to visit nomadic tribes 

The majority of Iranian nomads live in the 
provinces of Fars, Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari, 

Khuzestan, Isfahan, and some other provinc-
es. They usually change between their winter 
quarters in steppes (Qishlaq or warmer ar-
eas) and summer quarters in green moun-
tainous regions (Yeylaq or cooler country-
side).

Sightseers may visit nomads at different 
times of the year. However, the best seasons 
are spring and summer. There are several 
nomadic tribes you can meet or stay with, 
each of them having its own unique lifestyle, 
culture, customs, foods, and musical perfor-
mances.

World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dia-

logue and Development, which is celebrated 
on May 21, tunes the spotlight not only on the 
richness of the world’s cultures but also on 
the essential role of intercultural dialogue 
in achieving peace and sustainable develop-
ment.

The event was first launched in 2002 by the 
United Nations General Assembly, following 
UNESCO’s adoption of the 2001 Universal 
Declaration on Cultural Diversity, recognizing 
the need to enhance the potential of culture 
as a means of achieving prosperity, sustain-
able development, and global peaceful coex-
istence.

TEHRAN – Cultural heritage personnel in 
northern Iran have found a cave believed to 
have been used by local shepherds from prehis-
torical times. 

The cave, which measures roughly 15 meters 
in length, and 12 meters in width with a height 
of about eight meters, is situated near the city 

of Rudsar in Gilan province, the provincial tour-
ism chief said on Tuesday. 

Based on available evidence, the cave, which 
overlooks a village, has been a shelter for the 
herdsmen of this region for thousands of years, 
Vali Jahani said. 

Based on our studies and investigations, the 
history of human presence in the cave goes 
down in time to prehistorical times, the official 
said. 

Jahani said an accurate date and age of the 
cave would be announced later following ar-
chaeological excavations. 

“So far, nearly 115 caves have been identified 
in Gilan, 15 of which are favored by domestic and 
foreign tourists….”

He said: “Among the highlights is Darband 
Cave, which contains evidence of the earliest 
prehistoric human cave occupation during the 
Lower Paleolithic in Iran.”

The lush green province, bounded by the 
Caspian Sea and Alborz mountains, registered 
seven million visits to its attractions in the first 
five months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(started on March 21).

Sophisticated Rasht, the capital of Gilan 
province, has long been a weekend escape for 
residents of Tehran who are looking to sample 
the famous local cuisine and hoping for some 
pluvial action—it’s the largest, and wettest 
town in the northern region. Gilan is divided into 
coastal plains, including the large delta of Sefid 
Rud and adjacent parts of the Alborz mountain 
range.

The historical Gilan region was within the 
sphere of influence of the successive Achaeme-
nian, Seleucid, Parthian, and Sasanian empires 
that ruled Iran until the 7th century CE. The sub-
sequent Arab conquest of Iran led to the rise of 
many local dynasties, and Gilan acquired an in-
dependent status that continued until 1567.

In the past three years, the Xizang 
autonomous region has emerged as 
one of the epicenters for archaeo-
logical exploration in China, leading 
to a wealth of knowledge being un-
earthed that has enriched people’s 
overall understanding of the nation’s 
ancient roots.

Findings cement region’s impor-
tance in the development of Chinese 
civilization, Wang Qian reports.

A recent conference on major new 
findings held in the region unveiled a 
trove of discoveries and the most re-
cent progress in local archaeological 
operations.

Wang Junzheng, the region’s Party 
chief, said at the conference that local 
government officials and archaeologi-
cal authorities would enhance cultural 
heritage preservation, while proceed-
ing with the foundational work, in-
cluding the continuous region-wide 
cultural relic surveys, the improve-
ment of related regulations and rules, 
regular safety checks and the crack-
down on relic-related crimes.

With intensified archaeological 
research in recent years, he empha-
sized the importance of scientific 

excavation and research of the his-
torical heritage sites in the region 
and called for further effort to bring 
these ancient cultural relics alive 
through various means, including 
museum construction, which will 
help foster the creative transforma-
tion of traditional culture.

From 2020 to the end of last year, 
the region has conducted more 
than 90 archaeological survey and 
excavation projects, a testament 
to the region’s profound cultural 
significance. Among them, 50 were 
unearthed during infrastructure 
construction programs, such as rail 
and road building; 10 were rescue 
excavations — unearthing artifacts, 
environmental remains and struc-
tures that were in danger of being 
destroyed for various reasons, such 
as tomb-raiding, natural disasters or 
land erosion; and 30 more were ded-
icated to proactive archaeological 
surveys for planned purposes.

These endeavors have yielded re-
markable findings spanning the Pa-
leolithic and Neolithic periods to the 
Tubo regime (7th-9th century), and 
later historical periods.

Among others, one of the most sig-
nificant achievements has been the 
establishment of a basic cultural se-
quence for local archaeology, greatly 
elevating the level of archaeological 
excavation and academic research in 
the region. As a result, archaeology in 
the region has garnered increasing at-
tention from home and abroad.

Located on the Qinghai-Tibet Pla-
teau, the region stands at the cross-
roads of civilizations crossing east-
ern, southern and central Asia. The 
unique position has made it a subject 
of great interest for scholars world-
wide, who have been seeking to un-
derstand how humans have long in-
habited and endured the challenging 
environment, developed complex 
social structures, and maintained 
communication with neighboring 
civilizations.

In coordination with the national 
archaeological excavation, and re-
search for key infrastructure proj-
ects, archaeological authorities in 
the region delved deeply into the ori-
gin of humans and their activities on 
the plateau.

Researchers have explored the 

development of agriculture and civ-
ilization, cultural exchanges and the 
efficient governance of the region by 
the central government. The ongoing 
archaeological research and investi-
gation has also highlighted “the pla-
teau Silk Road”, a novel concept that 
emerged in recent years to describe 
ancient trade routes in the region.

According to the conference, 
studies in these areas have provid-
ed crucial insights into the history 
of the exchanges and integration of 
multiethnic groups in the region.

The region’s proactive archaeo-
logical surveys have encompassed 
key topics, including its section of the 
famous trade route known as the an-
cient Tea-Horse Road, and the region’s 
grotto temples. The findings during 
these excavations and research have 
deepened Xizang’s connection with 
the motherland and enhanced under-
standing of the region’s historical pol-
itics, economic and cultural exchanges 
with surrounding countries, which 
underscore that the diverse cultures 
in the region are an integral part of 
Chinese culture.

(Source: China Daily) 

TEHRAN – Arrival in Iran has been facilitated for 
Armenians willing to visit the neighboring country 
in their own cars. 

Based on the recent agreement that the Touring 
& Automobile Club of Iran inked with its Armenian 
counterpart, they agreed to facilitate land traffic 
with personal and commercial vehicles for pass-
port holders of the landlocked country.  

The agreement relies on the Carnet de Passag-
es en Douane, or CPD, which is the international 
customs document covering the temporary ad-
mission of motor vehicles. 

 Such assistance has previously been provided 
for Turkish and Iraqi drivers willing to visit the Is-
lamic Republic.  

Pursuing a border-easing scheme, the Iranian 
government mulls abolishing visa requirements 
for passport holders from 68 countries. The coun-
try seeks to encourage overseas travelers, though 
available evidence suggests it will not be finalized 
shortly.

Ali-Asghar Shalbafian, the deputy tourism min-
ister, says the visa waiver incentive will mostly be 
granted to neighboring countries as well as those 
considered emerging markets with considerable 
population and per capita income.

The tentative list includes Argentina, South Af-
rica, Indonesia, Jordan, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Esto-

nia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ecuador, Algeria, UAE, Bah-
rain, Bolivia, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Brazil, Belarus, 
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Paraguay, Peru, Tanzania, 
Tajikistan, Thailand, and Turkmenistan.

 Tunisia, Czech Republic, Russia, Romania, Japan, 
Ivory Coast, Singapore, Senegal, Sudan, Seychelles, 
Chile, Serbia, Saudi Arabia, Ghana, Finland, Cyprus, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Qatar, Cameroon, Croatia, 
South Korea, Colombia, Comoros, Kuwait, Guinea, 
Poland, Luxembourg, Libya, Lithuania, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Hungary, Macedonia, Mexico, Mauritius, 
Mali, Madagascar, Niger, Vietnam, Yemen, Greece, 
and India constitute other states whose nationals 
may be granted visa-free access.

According to available data, foreign arrivals 
to Iran during the first seven months of the cur-
rent Iranian year (started March 21) were up 40% 
compared to the same period last year, the deputy 
tourism minister said. “In the first seven months 
of this year, the arrival of overseas tourists to the 
country increased by 40% compared to the same 
period last year,” Ali- said.

The number of tourist arrivals is estimated to 
reach six million by the end of the current year 
(March 19, 2024), Shalbafian said last month. “With 
the [steady] increase in the arrival of foreign tourists, 
it is expected that the number of international arriv-
als will reach about 6 million by year-end.”

Consumers do not often do what they say they 
want to do when it comes to sustainable travel. 
In fact, the average traveler has a poor under-
standing of what sustainable travel means, and 
a lot of education is needed to encourage better 
behavior.

These were the key findings of a new piece of 
research released by Phocuswright at its Florida 
conference on “The Sustainability Gap: Belief vs 
Behaviour” which covered six Western markets 
– the U.S., UK, Germany, France, Italy and Spain.

Phocuswright fielded an online survey on June 
2-June 26, 2023, through a Dynata consumer 
panel, targeting travelers in the six markets. To 
qualify for participation in the study, respon-
dents had to indicate having taken at least one 
overnight leisure or bleisure trip in the past 12 
months.

It received 5,070 qualified responses and 
conducted 21 in-depth interviews with des-
tination management organizations (DMOs, 
NTOs), travel providers, intermediaries, B2B 
companies providing solutions (e.g., carbon 
offsets) and other industry organizations 
across multiple geographies. These interviews 
provided qualitative insights into the progress 
made and the obstacles facing industry par-
ticipants in tackling issues around sustainable 
travel.

Said analyst Madeline List, “It’s not the rosy 
picture others have pushed of consumers ready 
and willing to dish out huge premiums for green 
choices, but I got a lot of feedback that it con-
firmed hunches people had about some big be-
lief/behavior gaps. My stance is also that with 
this information in hand there’s a lot we can do to 
address sustainability more productively in the 
future, and a lot of improvements can be made 
with the right grasp of consumer behavior.”

Transport

While more than 50% of travelers believed 
they are more likely to choose a method of trans-
portation for its carbon footprint than for conve-
nience, less than 10% actually did it.

 Lodging

While between 48% and 51% of travelers be-
lieved they are more likely to choose lodging 
based on environmental friendliness than for 

price, between 6% and 13% actually did it.

Destination
While between 48% and 51% of travelers be-

lieved they’d like to visit places that are not veery 
well know but also less crowded, between 21% 
and 28% actually did.

Local Communities
To test the belief that “I want the money to 

spend to benefit the communities I visit”, with be-
tween 50% and 66% saying they cared about this, 
respondents were given these options – “restau-
rant used locally sourced ingredients”, “restaurant 
you ate in was locally owned”, “souvenir was lo-
cally made”, “hotel was locally owned or operated” 
and “how were animals treated at wildlife/animal 
activity”. The result was between the low 10s and 
20% actually chose those options.

When asked whether they know what sus-
tainable travel means, a high percentage said 
“standards for environmentally conscious 
travel are confusing for me to keep track of”. 
They recognized these parts – not littering, 
recycling, public transport, turning off hotel 
AC/lights, avoiding single-use plastics and no 
daily linen changes.

Traveler’s don’t see dispersal as sustainable 
travel – between 13% and 21% consider visit-
ing off-the-beaten-path destinations as part 
of sustainable travel and they don’t perceive 
sustainability as their problem to solve – only 
19-26% of travelers believe they travel often 
enough to have a significant effect on the en-
vironment.

They think governments, travel providers and 
destination organisations should have primary 
responsibility for reducing overall carbon foot-
print of tourism, as well as ensuring tourism 
dollars benefit the local community.

They also think sustainable travel options are 
expensive – with 36-47% of them believing that 
– and the more someone is focused on sustain-
ability at home, the more they think they’ll pay 
more.

If they understood what the green choice is, 
travellers said they’d be willing to pay 10-15% 
more for transportation, lodging and tours & 
activities.

(Source: webintravel.com) 
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Carnet de Passages en Douane: travel 
facilitated for Armenians driving to Iran

Sustainable travel: big gap in what 
consumers believe and what they actually do

Archaeological dig uncovers potential 
Achaemenid ruins near Iranian capital

Exhibit dedicated to nomadic life opens in Tehran 

Prehistorical rock shelter discovered in northern Iran

Archaeology uncovers Qinghai-Tibet’s plateau’s heritage role
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TEHRAN – The number of health 
centers that have concluded contracts 
with the Health Insurance Organiza-
tion has increased by seven percent 
in the current Iranian calendar year 
(started on March 21) compared with 
the past year.

More than 53,000 centers have 
concluded contracts with Health 
Insurance Organization so far in the 
current year, IRNA quoted Keivan Ta-
jbakhsh, an official with the Organi-
zation, as saying.

Health insurance contracts have 
been signed with government, 

non-government, private, and char-
ity centers for services.

The centers include doctors’ offices, 
hospitals, pharmacies, rehabilitation 
centers, and all medical centers.

“We hope to witness an increase 
in the number of health centers 
that are parties to the contract 
with Health Insurance Organiza-
tion as new forms of the contract, 
approved by the Supreme Council 
of Insurance, are announced,” Taj-
bakhsh said.

He stated that 13,931 pharmacies, 
20,804 doctor’s offices, 2,049 clinics 

2,446 independent laboratories, and 
4261 rehabilitation centers, both in-
dependent and affiliated with other 
organizations, have concluded con-
tracts with the Health Insurance Or-
ganization.

Infertility treatment services
Health Insurance Organization of-

fers a variety of services from medi-
cal equipment to medicine for infertile 
couples.

The services include 28 items of 
medical equipment, 56 laboratory 
services, 63 drugs for special diseas-
es, 20 surgical services, four subspe-
cialty treatments, and seven medical 
imaging services, Mohammad-Es-
maeil Kameli, an official with the Or-
ganization, said.

He went on to say that about 90 
percent of the treatment costs in 
government centers and 90 percent 
of the costs in other centers, including 
private, charitable, and non-govern-
mental centers, are covered by Health 
Insurance.

Insured infertile couples, who have 

been registered in the Health Insur-
ance system, can enjoy these services.

The health insurance organization 
covers nearly 45 million people in the 
country, of whom 12 million receive 
free health insurance coverage

Other significant services
 Health Insurance Organization, 

together with the Ministry of Health, 
have provided important and signifi-
cant services in different sectors.

Providing free insurance for low-in-
come families, paying the medical ex-
penses of infertile couples, providing 
services to the disabled, supporting 
patients with rare diseases, and pro-
viding services to foreign nationals 
are among the provided services so 
far, IRNA reported.

The government has adopted pol-
icies to identify uninsured people. 
In this regard, the Health Insurance 
Organization in cooperation and in-
teraction with the Social Security Or-
ganization was assigned to identify 
uninsured people, who are often from 
the vulnerable groups of society.

Accordingly, some 90 percent of 
hospitalization costs and around 70 
percent of outpatient treatment costs 
are covered by insurance.

In this regard, by allocating 50 tril-
lion rials (about $100 million), 107 rare 
diseases are covered by the health 
insurance fund, and with the cooper-
ation of universities, a lion’s share of 
treatment costs are paid by the gov-
ernment.

So far, more than 31 rare and special 
diseases, including high blood pres-
sure, MS, type 2 diabetes, hemodial-
ysis, thalassemia, kidney transplant, 
hemophilia, diabetic retinopathy, type 
1 diabetes, cystic fibrosis, and autism, 
have been identified in the system of 
the Health Insurance Organization.

Unfortunately, during the past 
years, many infertile couples who 
wanted a child avoided pursuing their 
problems due to the huge and stag-
gering costs of treatment.

This is while paying attention to this 
important issue can help increase the 
young population, which is one of the 

most important and influential ele-
ments in the progress and develop-
ment of the country.

With the support of the organiza-
tion, infertile couples without insur-
ance coverage, pregnant mothers, 
and their babies up to the age of 5 are 
covered by insurance.

All the indicators of health and 
treatment have made significant 
progress after the Islamic Revolu-
tion, and now Iran is one of the lead-
ing countries in this field.

Electronic health records have been 
set up so far for 98 percent of people 
in the country. One of the key fea-
tures of an EHR is that health infor-
mation can be created and managed 
by authorized providers in a digital 
format capable of being shared with 
other providers across more than one 
healthcare organization.

Iran has one of the strongest health 
systems in the region and this oppor-
tunity should be used optimally in the 
field of health diplomacy, Health Min-
ister Bahram Einollahi has said.

TEHRAN - The 17th edition of the ‘A-lympiad’ 
International Math Competition (IMC) will be 
held in Iran on December 1.

The A-lympiad is a mathematical competi-
tion for teams of 3 or 4 students. It is one of the 
three whole-day events that are organized by 
the Freudenthal Institute of Utrecht University 
in the Netherlands.

A-lympiad is one of the global math competi-
tions that is held in 15 countries, including Iran.

The main objectives of this competition are 
to improve thinking ability, practice techniques 
of mathematical modeling, team cooperation, 
practice how to write down scientific processes 
and findings, and finally how to present all that 
is done.

Following the cooperation agreement between 
the Freudenthal Institute and Isfahan Mathematic 
House (IMH), the A-lympiad competition will be 
held in some cities of the country namely Isfahan, 
Tehran, Khomein, Zanjan, Yazd, Behshahr, Babol, 
Borujen, and Iranshahr, “ IRNA reported.

The participating students are in ninth, tenth, 
and eleventh grade, interested students can 
participate in this event in groups of three or 
four.

The competition will be held in 2 rounds, the 
qualifying preliminary round with about 1000 
teams of students competing a day long at their 
own schools, and an international final in which 
16 teams compete during a whole weekend in a 
central place in the Netherlands on a different 
assignment.

The teams work on an assignment – a very 
open-ended problem situation – in which 
mathematical problem-solving and higher-or-
der thinking skills must be used to solve a re-
al-world problem.

The questions of the competition are about 

real and everyday life issues such as traffic or 
the distribution of water resources, and skills 
such as effective reading, dynamic and creative 
thinking, the use of mathematical modeling of 
problems, teamwork, and structured and effec-
tive writing are very important for students in 
this competition.

The questions of this competition are re-
ceived and translated by Isfahan Mathematics 
House and then sent to other host cities.

The answer sheets of the participating teams 
are corrected and the best answers are sent to 
the House of Mathematics in the cities where 
the competition is set, and then in Isfahan after 
the final correction, the best teams are selected 
and introduced.

Before the coronavirus pandemic, the coun-
try’s top teams were sent to the Netherlands 
every year to participate in the final stage of the 
“A-lympiad” competition, but after the corona-
virus outbreak, due to the increase in costs, the 
teams couldn’t go to the Netherlands.

Holding these competitions shows students 
the applicability of mathematics and increases 
their creativity.

In the 16th A-lympiad competition, which 
was held last December in seven cities of Iran, 
150 groups, including 99 groups of girls and 51 
groups of boys, each with three contestants, 
participated.

IMH History
The first mathematics house was established 

in Isfahan through the cooperation of some Ira-
nian school teachers and university faculties in 
1999. Currently, there are more than 30 mathe-
matics houses across the country.

 Mathematics House is an innovative learning 
center focused on mathematics and informatics 
education but in a non-curricular way.

TEHRAN –The total fertility 
rate should reach 2.5 from 1.66 
before the closure of the demo-
graphic window by the next five 
years, an official with the Min-
istry of Health has said.

“The country is on the thresh-
old of aging; to tackle this crisis, 
we must promote childbearing 
and youth population,” IRNA 
quoted Saber Jabbari as saying.

Over the last 30 years, the 
total fertility rate of the coun-
try has declined, but in the Ira-
nian calendar year 1401 (March 
2022– March 2023), the down-
ward trend in fertility came to a 
halt, he added.

“Carrying out programs that 
are focusing on the youth pop-
ulation at the national level is 
a strategy to increase the total 
fertility rate,” Jabbari stressed.

Stating that 
the country’s 
fertility rate rose 
from 1.65 in the 
year 1400 (March 
2021 – March 
2022) to 1.66 in 
1401 (March 2022 
– March 2023), 
the official noted, 
“According to the 
general policies 
of the Seventh 
National Devel-
opment Plan 
(2023 – 2027), the replace-
ment rate is 2.5 which is to be 
achieved in the next five years 
before the closure of the demo-
graphic window.”

Talking about modern meth-
ods of infertility treatment, he 
said all modern methods of in-
fertility treatment are offered 
in the country.

15% rise in fertility

In May, Jabbari said that the 
number of families with four 
children or more has increased 
by 15 percent in the country.

He added that families with 
three children 
have also in-
creased by 2.5 
percent, IRNA re-
ported.

The policy of 
having one or 
two children has 
changed in the 
society and the 
birth of a third 
child has been 
increasing, he 
highlighted.

A center in the Ministry of 
Health provides services in the 
field of care, education, and 
counseling, as well as facili-
tating successful and stable 
marriages, healthy fertility, and 
promoting natural childbirth, 
early diagnosis of infertility, 
and timely treatment, he point-
ed out.

The policies address the need 
to increase the population and 
its various dimensions, includ-
ing childbearing, facilitating 
marriage and strengthening 
the family, reproductive health, 
promoting the Iranian-Islam-
ic lifestyle, empowering young 
people, honoring the elderly, 
and the environment, which can 
improve the quality of the life if 
it is timely and continuously im-
plemented.

President Ebrahim Raisi has 
urged all responsible bodies 
and organizations to adopt na-
tional policies in line with the 
goal of population growth.

All the institutions and or-
ganizations of the country 
are obliged to prepare their 
plans and programs within the 
framework of the population 
growth policy and follow up on 
their implementation seriously, 
he said, IRIB reported.

He referred to “population” 
as one of the important and key 
points in the 7th National De-
velopment Plan.

The president considered 

promoting the culture of mar-
riage reducing divorce and 
helping to solve the problem 
of infertility as some of the ef-
fective factors in increasing the 
population, which should be the 
priority of attention and action 
of all institutions.

Multiple births are much 
more common today than they 
were in the past. According to 
the US Department of Health 
and Human Services, the twin 
birth rate has increased by over 
75 percent since 1980, and trip-
let, quadruplet, and high-order 
multiple births have increased 
at an even higher rate.

There are more multiple 
births today, partly because 
more women are receiving in-
fertility treatment, which car-
ries a risk of multiple pregnan-
cies.

However, since the first pub-
lication in 1998 of the American 
Society for Reproductive Med-
icine’s (ASRM’s) Guidelines on 
the Number of Embryos Trans-
ferred, the number of treat-
ment-related pregnancies with 
triplets or more has decreased 
dramatically.

Also, more women are wait-
ing until later in life to attempt 
pregnancy, and older women 
are more likely than younger 
women to get pregnant with 
multiples, especially with fer-
tility treatment.

Although notable medical 
advances have improved the 
outcomes of multiple births, 
multiple births still are asso-
ciated with significant medical 
risks and complications for the 
mother and children.
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Tehran to host INOTEX 2020 
in June

The 9th International Innovation and Technology Exhibition (INO-
TEX 2020) will be held at Tehran Permanent International Fairground 
on June 7-10.

It is expected that more than 18,000 people will attend the event 
which is aimed to attract investment for startups and introduce in-
vestment opportunities to them. 

Over 500 companies, startups, and investors will set up booths at the 
exhibition representing their latest achievements, with more than 600 
B2B sessions and 20 side events to be held during the three-day event.

INOTEX is a platform for innovation and technology, which seeks to in-
troduce latest technologies to large and medium-sized industries and also 
introduces opportunities to invest in technological projects or start-ups.

تهران میزبان نمایشگاه اینوتکس ۲۰۲۰ در خرداد 
نهمین نمایشگاه بین المللی نوآوری و فناوری )اینوتکس ۲۰۲۰( با شعار 
»اکوسیستم نوآوری و فناوری زیر یک سقف« ۱۸ تا ۲۱ خرداد ماه سال 

۹۹ در محل دائمی نمایشگاه‌های بین‌المللی تهران برگزار می‌شود.
به گزارش ایرنا، نمایشگاه اینوتکس با هدف اصلی »جذب سرمایه برای 
سرمایه‌گذاری«  نوین  فرصت‌های  معرفی  نیز  و  شرکت‌ها  و  استارتاپ‌ها 

برگزار می‌شود.
پیش بینی می شود بیش از ۱۸ هزار نفر از این نمایشگاه بازدید خواهند 
کرد. بیش از ۵۰۰ شرکت‌، استارتاپ، و سرمایه‌گذار در این نمایشگاه غرفه 
خواهند داشت و بیش از ۶۰۰ جلسه B 2 B  و بیش از ۲۰ رویداد جانبی 

برگزار خواهد شد.
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Fertility rate should reach from 1.6 to 2.5: 
health official 

Seven percent rise in centers with health insurance

A day without bags and books
Education Minister Reza-Morad Sahraei attended on Tuesday in a school in Tehran to mark 

‘a day without bags and books’.

The event aimed to provide students with the opportunity to play with each other and prac-
tice life skills.
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He noted that the ability to 
safeguard and innovate cultural 
principles is a testament to the 
richness of their culture. He 
highlighted the importance of 
creating platforms that can deliver 
remarkable cultural events, with 
a special focus on children and 
teenagers. 

“Remaining faithful to cultural 
principles does not hinder innovation 
and creativity but rather nurtures 
and benefits them,” he noted. 

Qomi also emphasized the 
significance of demonstrating 
creativity in relation to the situation 
of children in Gaza. He stated that 
if a complex fails to exhibit such 
creativity, it has not fulfilled its 
responsibilities adequately. He 
expressed hope that the innovative 
approaches implemented by 
such complexes would make a 
meaningful impact.

“By remaining faithful to the 
authentic pillars of cultural 
innovation, these complexes have 
the potential to alleviate economic 
challenges and have a more profound 
cultural influence,” he concluded. 

In his speech, Seyyed Amir 
Hossein Chavoshi, the CEO of the 
complex, emphasized the vision of 
Karestan Baharstan, stating that 
their goal is to ensure that artists 
have no concerns other than 
producing their creative work.

He highlighted that Karestan 
Baharstan is not just an accelerator 
or innovation factory, but rather 
it offers a range of facilities and 
infrastructures, including a filming 
studio, live broadcast capabilities, 
a black box, and chroma-key 
technology. 

Chavoshi further elaborated 
on the structure and content of 
the complex, explaining that they 
have different divisions dedicated 
to visual and auditory arts as well 
as general culture and the arts. He 
emphasized that in the first year, 
their priority is to focus on the 
domain of children and teens.

For his part, Dadman emphasized 
the bureau’s mission, stating, “At 
the Art Bureau, our mission is to 
establish a platform that fosters 

networking, formation, and growth 
of cultural and artistic teams. We 
believe that these teams embody 
a collective identity capable of 
addressing the actual challenges 
faced in the realm of culture and 
art, without being reliant solely on 
media, institutions, and existing 
structures.”

However, it is important to 
clarify that this does not imply 
opposition to structures, but rather 
an aspiration for an independent 
cultural identity and a dedication 
to sparking a movement within the 
public sphere of society, he added. 

Dadman underscored the 
importance of the complex, stating, 
“It is crucial for this establishment 
to embrace its responsibility in the 
construction and advancement of 
the cultural and artistic ecosystem. 
Our aim is to provide a nurturing 
environment for the development 
and acceptance of cultural and 
artistic teams, aligning with 
our vision of propelling the 
transformational agenda within 
the artistic realm.”

Furthermore, he added, “We 
firmly believe that the cultural 
consumption ecosystem in our 
country is not yet fully realized. 
Cultural consumption, which 
must be considered alongside 
production, plays a pivotal role in 

shaping the future of Iran, yet it has 
not formed a complete and cyclical 
system.”

Dadman expressed the need 
for the complex to address its 
limitations, stating, “In order to 
overcome these shortcomings, it 
is crucial for this establishment to 
serve as a networking platform for 
teams, facilitating a seamless cycle 
of production and consumption, 
and fostering connections among 
individuals active in this sphere.”

Moreover, Dadman highlighted 
the significance of focusing on 
children and teenagers as the 
primary audience for cultural 
activists in the country. 

He emphasized that the 
younger generation is subjected 
to relentless attacks within 
intellectual, cultural, media, and 
lifestyle realms, without adequate 
efforts being made to cater to their 
specific needs. 

He further emphasized, “We 
have made it our priority to 
prioritize children and teenagers, 
emphasizing both quantity and 
quality in the production chain, 
spanning from books to movies, 
animations, and TV series. 
Additionally, alongside the direct 
emphasis on producing artistic 
products, it is essential to establish 
a network of young individuals 

associated with the artistic 
domain, providing them with 
opportunities for talent discovery 
and enabling them to become 
agents of transformative change.”

Karestan Baharestan, situated in 
Tehran’s Baharestan neighborhood, 
stands as the country’s largest 
innovation complex dedicated 
to the cultural industries. 
Spanning an impressive area 
of approximately 4,800 square 
meters, it boasts a combination of 
shared and dedicated workspaces 
capable of accommodating over 
400 individuals simultaneously.

The complex offers an extensive 
range of cutting-edge facilities 
and capabilities. These include a 
spacious studio for programming 
and live broadcasting, a versatile 
black box, and a chroma-key studio. 
Additionally, it houses a sound 
studio for audio production, a music 
and sound recording studio, a 
design and construction workshop, 
a cinema and film screening hall, 
workstations and rooms, a gallery 
and exhibition space, as well as an 
area dedicated to hosting events.

Karestan Baharestan is fully 
equipped and prepared to welcome 
creative and innovative teams 
working in the cultural industries, 
particularly those focused on 
children and youth.

TEHRAN-A total of seven Iranian 
productions will participate in the 
3rd Red Sea International Film 
Festival in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
from November 30 to December 9.

Three feature films, two short 
films, one animation and one series 
are the works from Iran included in 
the festival lineup, ISNA reported.

“Roxana” written and directed by 
Parviz Shahbazi will represent Iran 
in the main competition section. It 
is the story of a young gambler who 
finds an unexpected romance with 
a talented girl artist. Determined 
to turn his life around, he strives 
to become a better, more useful 
person.

Mahsa Akbarabadi, Yasna 
Mirtahmasb, Maedeh Tahmasbi, 
Behrang Alavi, Rambod Motalebi, 
Niloofar Kookhani, and Shahram 
Abdoli are in the cast.

In its world premiere at the 36th 
Tokyo International Film Festival 
in October, the film won the Best 
Actor Award for Yasna Mirtahmasb.

Competing in the Shorts 
Competition section, two short 
flicks from Iran will vie for the 
award, including “Suitcase” by 
Saman Hosseinpour and Ako 
Zand-Karimi and “Titanic, Suitable 

Version for Iranian Families” by 
Farnoosh Samadi.

“Suitcase” is about a Kurdish 
refugee who lives in his suitcase 
far from his own homeland. In it he 
carries memories of his family. When 
someone steals the suitcase in the 
tumult of the foreign city center, he 
loses his home a second time.

The 15-minute flick won the best 
script award at the 11th Parma 
International Music Film Festival 
in Italy and the Audience Award at 
Kobani International Film Festival 
in Germany in September.

Meysam Damanzeh, Rezvan 
Khodami, Elena Sahami and Ava 
Moslemkhani are in the cast of the 
short work.

Samadi’s short film depicts a 
complex and combative exchange 
at an Iranian broadcaster over a 
certain Hollywood blockbuster, 
which disguises deeper ruptures.

The cast includes Sadaf Asgari, 
Hamed Advay, Mohammad Heidari, 
Amirreza Rajbaran, Melika Pazouki, 
Mojtaba Batvandi, Mohammad 
Asna, and Behnaz Jafari.

“The Last Snow” by Amirhossein 
Asgari will be screened at the 
Festival Favorites section. It is 
about Yousef, a successful and 

committed veterinarian who lives 
in a village. When his daughter’s 
friend, Khorshid, disappears, 
all the villagers look for her 
sympathetically until a secret is 
revealed.

Premiered at the 40th Fajr Film 
Festival, it earned 9 nominations, 
winning 4 awards. Amin Hayai, 
Ladan Mostofi, Majid Salehi, 
Nooshin Masoudian, Mohammad 
Sadegh Malek, and Mehdi Mehraban 
are in the cast among others.

The animated movie “3 Little 
Kungpoo Goats” by Kianoush and 
Farzad Dalvand and feature film 
“Captain” by Mohammad Hamzei 
are the Iranian works in the 
Families and Children section of the 
Red Sea Festival.

A joint production of Iran and 
China, the animation shows a jungle 
where there is a fragile ceasefire 
between predators and preys. One 
day the wolf who is exhausted by 
vegetarian recipes decided to find 
a legal detour to hunt some little 
goats without breaking the truce. 
But he doesn’t know that these 
little goats are the students of 
the Martial School that trains self-
defense to little animals.

“Captain” revolves around an 
11-year-old boy named Isa who is 
absolutely convinced that he will 
soon be playing for the Iran national 
football team. Nothing can shake 
his confidence. Not even the fact 
that he lives in the cancer section 
of a hospital and gets weaker from 
treatment to treatment.

Pejman Bazeghi, Pante’a 
Panahiha, Amirhossein Bayat, 
Bahar Nouhian, Arghavan Shabani, 
Shayan Deramipour, and Parham 
Gholamlou play in the 90-minute 

film deals with the themes of hope 
and forgiveness.

The series “Actor” written and 
directed by Nima Javidi is also 
present in the Series section of the 
event.

Blending drama, mystery 
and black comedy, the series 
is a dazzling story about two 
impecunious actors Ali and Morteza 
who turn the world into their scene. 
The duo put their acting talents to 
original use, hopping from a staged 
marriage proposal to a graduation 
ceremony, via an array of receptions 
and functions. But things don’t 
always go as planned as they find 
themselves in increasingly daring 
and dangerous situations, while 
simultaneously trying to deal with 
the problems in their own lives.

The cast includes Navid 
Mohammadzadeh, Ahmad 
Mehranfar, Hasti Mahdavifar, 
Hanieh Tavassoli, Hooman 
Barghnavard, Gelareh Abbasi, 
Arash Falahatpisheh, Roya Javidnia, 
Mehraveh Sharifinia, and Farideh 
Sepahmansour among others.

The series has so far received 
an honorable mention from 
Seriencamp Festival in Germany 
earlier this year in June and the 
grand prize of Series Mania Festival 
in France in March. It also won the 
best screenwriter award at the 18th 
Seoul International Drama Awards 
in South Korea in September.

Launched in 2019, the Red Sea 
International Film Festival mainly 
focuses on new storytelling trends, 
as well as emerging talents from 
Saudi Arabia, the Arab world, the 
West Asia, and the rest of the 
Global South. 
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

A fool’s mind is at the mercy of his tongue and a wise man’s tongue is 
under the control of his mind.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:50       Evening: 17:14     Dawn: 5:19 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:47  (tomorrow)

TEHRAN – Iranian children’s theater activists 
have called for an end to the war and the killing of 
children in Gaza.

The secretariat of the 28th edition of Iran’s 
International Theater Festival for Children and 
Young Adults and the Children and Youth Theater 
Association of the Iranian Theater Forum released 
a joint statement on Wednesday in support of the 
oppressed and displaced children of Gaza.

Parts of the statement reads, “Resolutions are 
not decisive; where only war balls are shot in the 
children’s land of life. Treaties are broken; where 
instead of colorful balloons, missiles fly in the sky 
of children’s life. Slogans remain inactive; where 
birthday candles are extinguished with collapsing 
roofs.

United Nations organizations are discredited; 
where time stops with the death of children and 

tomorrow never comes. We are the messengers 
of peace from Iranian children to the world, and 
they demand an end to the false display of human 
friendship by the powerful.

The time for the end of war, excessive greed, 
and child killing is now.”

Since October 7, when Hamas unexpectedly 
started Operation Al-Aqsa Storm in the occupied 
territories in reaction to the Israeli regime’s 
increased atrocities against Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank, Israel has been bombing 
Gaza.

It is reported that about 13,000 Palestinians, 
including 5,500 children, have been killed in Israeli 
air strikes on the Gaza Strip since 7 October.

UNICEF has recently announced that children 
and families in Gaza are caught in a catastrophic 
situation. 

Thousands of children have reportedly been 
killed and thousands more injured. Children and 
families in Gaza have been cut off from water, food, 
fuel, medicine, and other essentials, including 
safe access to hospitals, following escalating 
hostilities. 

UNICEF has also called for an immediate 
humanitarian ceasefire and for unrestricted 
humanitarian access to allow aid to reach children 
and families in need, save lives and prevent 
further suffering.  

TEHRAN-The play “Blood Wedding” written 
by Spanish dramatist Federico García Lorca 
and directed by Ali Borji is currently on stage at 
Tehran’s Mehrab Theater.

It is a folk tragedy in three acts written in 1932, 
it is the first play in Lorca’s dramatic trilogy; the 
other two plays are “Yerma” and “The House 
of Bernarda Alba”. The protagonists of “Blood 
Wedding” are ordinary women confronting their 
own passionate natures and rebelling against the 
constraints of Spanish society.

The play is about a bride who runs away from 
her wedding reception with her former suitor, 

Leonardo, who is married. Death, in the person 
of a beggar, leads the frustrated bridegroom to 
the guilty couple. The men kill each other, leaving 
the bereaved women—Leonardo’s wife, the 
bridegroom’s mother, and the bride—to bewail 
their losses.

Mahsa Esmaeili, Hasti Atyabi, Melika Jafarnejad, 
Mohammad Amin Rouzbahani, Maryam Rasouli, 
Farangis Saeidi, Sara Talaei, and Amirhossein 
Farsi are among the actors of the play.

The play will remain on stage until November 
28 at Mehrab Theater located at the junction of 
Imam Khomeini and Vali-e Asr streets.

Iranian children theater activists 
condemn child killing in Gaza

Lorca’s “Blood Wedding” at Mehrab Theater

Iranian films, series, animation selected for Saudi 
Arabia’s Red Sea International Film Festival
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Israel’s terrorism
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Iran’s largest cultural, art innovation  
complex inaugurated 
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