
8  P a g e s   |   P r i c e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  R i a l s   |   1 . 0 0  E U R O    |    4 . 0 0  A E D   |  4 5 t h  y e a r   |   N o .  1 4 6 5 1   |   S a t u r d a y    |   D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 3  |  A z a r  1 1 ,  1 4 0 2  |   J u m a d a  a l - A w w a l  1 8 ,  1 4 4 5

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O MS t r a i g h t  T r u t h

World AIDS Day: let 
communities lead

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN – The world can end AIDS with 
communities leading the way that is why the 
theme for World AIDS Day this year is ‘Let 
communities lead’.

Every year, on December 1, the world 
commemorates World AIDS Day. People 
around the world unite to show support for 
people living with and affected by HIV and to 
remember those who lost their lives to AIDS.

World AIDS Day is more than a celebration 
of the achievements of communities; it 
is a call to action to enable and support 
communities in their leadership roles.

Organizations of communities living with, 
at risk of, or affected by HIV are the frontline 
of progress in the HIV response. Communities 
connect people with person-centered public 
health services, build trust,  Page 7

Iran exports non-oil 
goods worth $434m to 
Africa in 7 months

TEHRAN- Iran exported 1.205 million tons 
of non-oil commodities valued at $434 million 
to Africa during the first seven months of 
the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-October 22), the spokesman of Trade 
Development Committee of Iran’s House of 
Industry, Mining and Trade announced.

Ruhollah Latifi said that the country’s 
seven-month export to Africa fell 53 percent 
in value, and 33 percent in weight, year on 
year.

The official also announced that Iran 
imported 38,122 tons of goods valued at 
$47.434 million from Africa in the first seven 
months of the present year, with 21 percent 
drop in worth and 42 percent fall in weight, as 
compared to the same period of time in the 
past year.  Page 4

Iranian team leaves 
UN meeting in UAE 
in protest to Israeli 
presence

TEHRAN – The Iranian delegation on Friday 
left the United Nations climate conference in 
the UAE in protest over the presence of the 
Israeli regime’s officials in the international 
event.

The Iranian diplomatic team, headed by En-
ergy Minister Ali Akbar Mehrabian, visited the 
United Arab Emirates on Thursday to partic-
ipate in the conference, known as COP28, as 
news had surfaced that Israel would not at-
tend the meeting due to the strong pressure 
on the regime for its genocidal campaign in 
the Gaza Strip which started on October 7.

“The leaders of about 150 countries had 
been invited to attend the COP 28, and as-
sessments showed that a considerable num-
ber of the invitees, including the officials of 
the Zionist regime will not participate in the 
conference,” Mehrabian said while quitting 
the meeting.

The Zionist regime resumed its bombard-
ment of the Gaza Strip on Friday morning 
after a week-long lull in exchange of fire to 
release prisoners.

The Israeli barbaric attacks on Gaza had 
killed more than 15,000, most of them chil-
dren and women, before the one-week truce. 
United Nations Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres has said Israel has turned the 
coastal enclave of Gaza into a “graveyard for 
children”.

Iran, Saudi Arabia 
discuss military 
cooperation

TEHRAN- High ranking military officials 
from Saudi Arabia and Iran deliberated on 
proposals to strengthen military ties be-
tween the two Muslim nations.

Saudi Arabia’s Defense Minister Khalid bin 
Salman Al Saud and Chief of Staff of the Ira-
nian Armed Forces Major General Moham-
mad Hossein Bagheri discussed a number of 
topics over the phone on Thursday.

The Iranian Armed Forces are prepared to 
strengthen their military ties with Saudi Ara-
bia, according to General Bagheri.

In addition, he praised Riyadh for conven-
ing an extraordinary session of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) recently 
to discuss the Gaza issue and the strength-
ening of amicable ties between Tehran and 
Riyadh.

The Saudi minister of defense, for his part, 
praised the efforts to strengthen military 
ties between the two countries.

The two parties also spoke about the ur-
gent problems facing the Muslim world.

On November 01, Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi arrived in the Saudi capital for a summit 
of Muslim and Arab leaders on the Israeli ag-
gression against the Gaza Strip.  Page 2
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Finding a way out of the 
Israel-Palestine crisis

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - In the wake of Hamas’s successful October 
7 operation in the occupied territories and Israel’s 
subsequent disproportionate response, many countries— 
including the U.S. and several Arab states— have once 
again begun to advocate for the two-state solution as the 
only viable path to lasting peace.

The concept of a two-state solution was first 
introduced in 1937 under the Peel Commission, during 
the period when Palestine was under British control. 
The commission’s plan allocated the poorest lands of 
Palestine, including the Negev Desert, the West Bank, and 
the Gaza Strip to the Arabs, while assigning the coastline 
and fertile agricultural land in the Galilee to the Jews. 
This same idea resurfaced in 1948, with Zionists secretly 
viewing it as a stepping stone towards establishing a 
“greater Israel,” encompassing Palestine, South Lebanon, 
Syria’s Golan Heights, the Hauran Plain, and Deraa.

Although the United Nations endorsed the two-state 
solution in 1948 by voting for a plan that would designate 
55% of Palestine to a Jewish state,  Page 3

Another 109 martyred as 
Israel resumes war on Gaza 

The Israeli army has struck over 200 locations across 
the Gaza Strip since the truce expired on Friday morning 
at 7 a.m., according to a statement on the military’s 
official Telegram channel.

It said over the last few hours, ground, air and naval 
forces struck targets in the north and south of the Gaza 
Strip, including in Khan Yunis and Rafah.

Earlier, the Gaza Health Ministry announced 109 people 
have been killed since this morning, with many suspected 
to be buried under the rubble, AFP reported.

The UN said the resumption of fighting between Israel and 
Hamas is “the nightmare that everyone utterly feared”. 

The renewed clashes are “catastrophic for the people of 
Gaza,” James Elder, a spokesman for UNICEF told the BBC. 

“There was a strike 50m to 100m from here. There are 
ambulances there, I see the plumes of smoke,” he told the 
BBC’s Newsday programme from a hospital in Khan Younis 
in southern Gaza. 

Elder said Nasser hospital - which he described as the 
biggest functioning one in Gaza - was “wildly overflowing 
with children and people with wounds of war recovering 
from the last attack”. 

Environmental war crimes 
in Gaza 

By Faramarz Kuhpayeh 

TEHRAN- In addition to massacre in the Gaza Strip, 
Israel has waged an environmental war on the coastal 
enclave that houses 2.3 million population.

 Just by late November, the Israeli army had dropped 
40,000 tons of explosives on the Gaza Strip since Oct. 
7. The amount of bombs dropped on the tiny enclave 
is surprising. This amount is expected to rise more as 
Israel resumed its bombardment of the strip on Friday 
(December 1) after a week-long truce to exchange 
prisoners.

Analysts say the purpose of carpet bombing, which is 
an instance of environmental war crime, is to make the 
Gaza Strip uninhabitable.

Euro-Med Monitor Human Rights Monitor said in early 
November that the weight of the nuclear bombs dropped 
by the United States on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan 
at the end of World War II in August 1945 was estimated 
at about 15,000 tons. Most of the bombs that Israel is 
using in Gaza are exceptionally big, weighing 1,000 to 
2,000 pounds.  Page 5

Worldwide rallies 
in solidarity with 
Palestinians
Demonstrators around the world have 
rallied to mark the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People 
condemning Israel’s war on Gaza and 
calling for a permanent ceasefire.

Protests were held on Wednesday in 
Manila, Tunis, Tehran, Karachi, Beirut, 
Harare, Tokyo, Stockholm, London, 
Johannesburg, Quezon City, Milan and 
elsewhere.

The International Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People is observed 
on November 29 each year to mark the 
anniversary of Resolution 181, when 
the UN General Assembly on this day in 
1947 adopted a resolution to partition 
Palestine into two states.

America Greenlighting 
Genocide

Israel resumes cruel, 
carpet bombing of Gaza
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TEHRAN- Hossein Amir Abdol-

lahian, Iran’s Foreign Minister, has 
praised Yemen’s support for the Pal-
estinian people at a time of unprec-
edented Israeli aggression. 

On Thursday, the top Iranian dip-
lomat paid a visit to the Yemeni 
Embassy in Tehran to express the 
Islamic Republic’s thanks to Sanaa 
for its assistance.

“Yemen’s support for the people 
of Gaza Strip and the occupied West 
Bank is admirable,” Amir Abdollahian 
said in a meeting with Yemeni Am-
bassador to Iran Ibrahim Moham-
med al-Dailami.

“We consider defending the peo-
ple of Palestine and Gaza to be our 
duty, and will continue supporting 
Palestine as long as it is necessary,” 
the Yemeni envoy said.

He went on to add, “The decision by 
the Yemeni leaders in Sanaa towards 
targeting the Zionist regime’s inter-
ests in the occupied territories and at 
sea is in line with our strong belief in 
defending the people of Gaza.”

The Armed Forces of Yemen is-
sued a statement on Thursday as 
well, threatening to redouble their 
strikes on Israeli targets in the event 
that the regime decided to resume 
its war on Gaza after an ongoing 
cease-fire that is scheduled to end 
later on Friday.

The meeting took place amid the 
Israeli regime’s onslaught on Gaza, 

which has claimed the lives of al-
most 15,500 Palestinians since Oc-
tober 7. Since the onset of the war, 
the Israeli army has also increased 
its attacks on the West Bank, killing 
hundreds of Palestinians. 

Yemeni troops have carried out 
a number of operations against the 
occupied regions since the start of 
the Israeli military campaign, in-
cluding ballistic and cruise missile 
assaults, and have captured at least 
three Israeli ships transiting through 
Yemeni territorial waters. 

In addition, the troops have car-
ried out at least two operations di-
rected at U.S. interests in response 
to Washington’s unwavering polit-
ical and military backing for the Is-
raeli onslaught.

Iran unhappy with presence of 
Israel at UN summit in UAE

Abdollahian also on Thursday ex-

pressed Tehran’s unhappiness with 
the presence of the Zionist regime’s 
official at the UN climate summit 
hosted by the United Arab Emirates.

In phone talks with his UAE coun-
terpart Sheik Abdullah bin Zayed, 
Amir Abdollahian said Tehran “com-
prehends” the hosting of the COP28 
international climate conference by 
the UAEA but the participation of 
Israeli officials at the forum in view 
of the Zionist regime’s recent “war 
crimes and genocide” in the Gaza 
Strip entails “serious thinking”.

Issac Herzog, the president of the 
Zionist regime, held talks on Thurs-
day with UAE President Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
to use the Arab country’s influence 
to help release the Israeli military 
personnel who are in captivity of 
Hamas following the resistance 
group’s surprise attacks on south-
ern Israel on October 7.

In their Thursday telephone con-
versation, the Iranian and UAE for-
eign ministers also reviewed the 
latest developments in the Gaza 
Strip in light of a truce between 
Hamas and Israel that went into 
effect last Friday.

Amir Abdollahian said, “Islamic 
countries must go on with their 
efforts to fully halt the war crimes 
of the Zionist regime and help open 
more crossings for delivery of hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza.”

Iran’s chief diplomat added it is 
widely expected that the United 
Nations Security Council to rati-
fy an “effective resolution in line 
with its duties toward the Pales-
tinian people”.

Foreign Minister Abdullah bin 
Zayed also elaborated on the per-
formance of his country at regional 
and international level in regard to 
the Gaza war and said his country 
will make utmost efforts to extend 
the truce and send aid to the Gazans.

The UAE foreign minister also 
briefed his Iranian counterpart 
about the performance of the UAE 
in holding the UN conference on cli-
mate change.

Amir Abdollahian thanked the 
UAE president for inviting the Irani-
an president to the conference and 
explained the views of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in this regard to the 
Emirati foreign minister.

From page 1   This was the first visit by an 
Iranian president to Saudi Arabia since the re-
sumption of diplomatic relations between 
Tehran and Riyadh under a Chinese-brokered 
agreement last March. 

Also, Raisi’s trip to Saudi Arabia was the first 
visit by an Iranian president to Saudi Arabia in 
11 years. 

President Raisi spoke to reporters before 
leaving Tehran for Riyadh, saying the OIC sum-
mit should have not been a platform for declar-
ing positions but instead, it should have result-
ed in actions on Gaza. 

Raisi called the holding of an emergency 
meeting of the OIC and reaching a fully oper-
ational and executive decision about Gaza the 
expectation of all the people of the world, espe-
cially the Islamic Ummah, according to the offi-
cial website of the Iranian presidency. 

“This platform is not one for mere speech and 

announcement of positions, but must be a plat-
form for action to quickly stop the bombings, 
lift the blockade of Gaza, and open the way to 
help the oppressed and authoritative people of 
this region, as well as to achieve the rights of 
the Palestinians, which was basically the main 
philosophy of the establishment of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation,” he said.

President Raisi stated that the main purpose 
of his trip to Saudi Arabia was to participate in 
the emergency meeting of the OIC on the Pal-
estinian issue.

Referring to the efforts of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran to hold this meeting immediately since 
the beginning of the Zionist regime’s invasion of 
Gaza, he said, “The issue of Palestine is the main 
issue of the Islamic Ummah and the Muslims of 
the world, but it is also the issue of humanity 
and all the people of understanding and think-
ing all over the world who have taken to the 
streets in millions these days and they shout 
about the oppression of the Zionist regime and 
the support of the Americans for this genocide.”

President Raisi stated that the crimes com-
mitted by the Zionist regime in Gaza today are a 
clear example of war crimes and crimes against 
humanity, adding, “The Americans claim in their 
statements and messages that they are not 
looking to expand the domain of the war, while 
this claim is not compatible with their actions at 

all, because the fuel of the Zionist war machine 
is provided by the Americans.”

He described the U.S. efforts to obstruct a 
ceasefire in Gaza at various meetings includ-
ing at the UN Security Council as examples 
of the Americans lying about recent events. 
“Today the world should see the main face of 
the Americans, to see how, as stated by the 
Supreme Leader of the Revolution, they are 
the main supporter of crimes against the op-
pressed nations with good appearance and vel-
vet hands,” he continued.

Iran and Saudi Arabia reached an agreement 
on March 10 to reestablish diplomatic ties and 
reopen embassies and missions following sev-
en years of estrangement, following protracted 
discussions mediated by China.

The two reginal powerhouses have empha-
sized the need of respecting one another’s na-
tional sovereignty and abstaining from med-
dling in one another’s domestic affairs.

Rear Admiral Shahram Irani, the commander 
of the Iranian Navy, revealed intentions in June 
for several regional nations, notably Saudi Ara-
bia and Iran, to join a new naval coalition in the 
northern Indian Ocean.

Later, in August, representatives from the 
two governments’ defense ministries came to 
an agreement to swap military attachés.

TEHRAN- Issa Zarepour, the Iranian Minister 
of Information and Communication Technology, 
has stated that the country’s space industry is 
now on progressive track.

The minister added that the 10-year doc-
ument for the development of the country’s 
space industry was approved last year in the 
Rasisi administration.

Zarepour reiterated that after an 11-year hia-
tus, meetings of the Supreme Council of Cyber 
Space were held under the chairmanship of 
President Raisi.   

He hailed the announcement of the document, 
saying it was one of the effective measures that 

took place during the Raisi administration.

“In the document, the path for the development 
of the space industry is portrayed in one-year, 
two-year, and three-year periods in fields such 
as satellite construction, infrastructure, ground 
station, and satellite launch,” Zarepour said.      

Regarding the implementation of the docu-
ment, he stated that it is being carried out step 
by step in various sections of the Ministry of In-
formation and Communication.

In the field of stabilizing launchers and 
building satellites, he said “good things” have 
happened.

He also said, “We will witness several events 

by the end of the year.”

Earlier on Monday, he had announced that “by 
the end of this year, Iran will launch five satel-
lites,” adding that two of the satellites will be 
launched by the IRGC, two by the Ministry of De-
fense, and one from abroad.

Elsewhere, he noted that all activities in the 
field of space are coordinated by the Supreme 
Space Council, whose secretariat is under the 
supervision of the Iranian Space Agency.

In the end, the minister pointed out that with 
“Empathy, coordination and cooperation” of all 
bodies, the Islamic Republic of Iran will reach its 
rightful status.

TEHRAN- The Zionist regime will 
collapse in 48 hours if another an-
ti-Israeli military action like the 
Al-Aqsa Storm operation breaks out, 
according to the commander of the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC). 

Addressing a group of Basij 
members in Qazvin on Thursday, 
Major General Hossein Salami not-
ed that “here is 70 km from Gaza to 
Tel Aviv, 120 km from northern Pal-
estine and southern Lebanon to Tel 
Aviv, and 40 km from the West Bank 
to Tel Aviv. The time for the collapse 
of this fake regime is short.” 

“If like in Operation al-Aqsa 
Storm, the driving engine of the Pal-
estinians starts moving again, the 
Zionist regime will be removed from 

the political geography of the world 
in 48 hours,” he added. 

Gen. Salami continued, “few peo-
ple thought the army and the se-
curity establishment of the Zionist 
regime is so close to collapse.”

“Operation al-Aqsa Storm 
showed the Zionists living in the oc-
cupied territories and America the 
fact that the collapse of the regime 
is much, much closer and easier than 
they imagine,” he averred.

Gen. Salami asserted that since 
the occupation forces are “in a 
painful situation” following the op-
eration on October 7, the threat of 
another attack has become a daily 
companion for the Israelis, mak-
ing it impossible for them to sleep 

soundly at night.

“Today, anxiety and confusion 
over the defeat of the Zionist re-
gime can be seen in the faces of 
American officials more than ever, 
since there is no prospect of sav-
ing the fake Israeli regime, and its 
supporters cannot talk about its 
survival,” he added.

According to the IRGC chief, Is-
rael and its allies have chosen a 
highly risky policy that will never 
lead to triumph.

He also warned that the U.S. can 
no longer withstand the strain of re-
sistance forces on its overstretched 
military in the region.

Gen. Salami pointed out that more 

than 2,000 Israeli soldiers have 
evacuated the West Bank and Gaza 
in the last week because they cannot 
continue the fight.

He pointed out, “On the other hand, 
the damage of the war is at least 300 
million dollars a day, and one out of 
every three jobs in Israel has been 
lost, and all hotels have turned into 
accommodation for their refugees.”

Based on the remarks made by 
Gen. Salami, the situation in Pales-
tine is precisely the reverse.

“The Gazans are patient, grate-
ful, thoughtful and exceptional 
people who will surely achieve vic-
tory in the near future because of 
their perseverance,” he said.   

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran, Saudi Arabia discuss military cooperation

Space industry on right track: minister

Collapse of Israeli regime possible within 2 days, IRGC chief says

In a commentary, Shargh addressed the re-
cent demand of Rafael Grossi, Director Gener-
al of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
and wrote: After the failure of the Iranophobic 
project and the political propaganda of West-
ern countries against the peaceful nuclear 
program of our country, Grossi demanded the 
resumption of nuclear negotiations with Iran to 
resolve the remaining safeguards issues. Grossi 
claimed that trying to resume the implementa-
tion [of the nuclear deal] within the framework 
of the JCPOA will not work. In order to succeed, 
there must be a minimum level of consensus 
in the international community, and Iran must 
really cooperate with us. This is while Iran ful-
filled all its commitments until one year after 
America’s withdrawal from the JCPOA, in order 
to give a chance to the European countries that 
had promised to compensate for the effects of 
Washington’s withdrawal from the agreement. 
After the non-compliance of the United States 
and the European countries regarding the JCPOA 
issue, now the Western countries and the Atom-
ic Energy Agency have made claims against 
Iran’s peaceful nuclear program according to 
fake Israeli documents. The Islamic Republic of 
Iran, while rejecting the claims, emphasized that 
the obligations of countries in the field of safe-
guards are not unlimited.

Iran: De-Americanization of the future of 
West Asia

In an article, the Iran newspaper dealt with 
the regional movements and the emergence of 
de-Americanization in the region and quoted 
Mahdi Shakibaei, an expert on regional issues, 
as saying: “The Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
has always and even in his recent words point-
ed out the emerging order of the region based 
on de-Americanization.” Iran emphasized the 
component of independence and de-American-
ization and caused a wide wave of confronta-
tion and hostility in the political, economic and 
diplomatic fields from the West against the Is-
lamic Republic. The West’s aim was to prevent 
the spread of this pattern to other countries in 
the region. However, the recent war in Gaza and 
the failure and surprise of the Zionist regime 
following the “Al-Aqsa Storm” operation has 
presented the United States with a strategic 
challenge. On the one hand, this country needs 
to get out of the quagmire in which it got stuck 
due to the resistance forces, and on the other 
hand, it has no choice but to support its strate-
gic ally. In such a situation, without doubt, the 

order that the Leader  of the Islamic Revolution 
mentioned in his speech is based on the needs 
of the nations of the region because as long as 
the presence of foreigners or their will has an 
effect in the region, they will harm the inter-
ests of these nations. Therefore, the new order 
is completely aligned with the interests of the 
nations in the West Asia region.

Ham Mihan: Iran emphasizes non-escalation 
of tensions in the region

In an analysis, Ham Mihan discussed Iran’s 
foreign policy regarding the Gaza war and said: 
Since the beginning of the conflict between 
Hamas and Israel, the name of Iran has been 
repeated many times by different sides of the 
war, and one of the main axes of this interna-
tional event has been the role and possible re-
action of Iran to developments in Gaza. But both 
Iran and non-state groups in the region that are 
connected with Iran have shown that they have 
tensions with America and Israel at a controlled 
and limited level. This issue shows that there is 
an unwritten understanding between Iran on 
one side and America and Israel on the other 
side about the need to ensure that the scope of 
tensions, conflicts and clashes does not expand. 
Since the beginning of the war, Americans and 
Israelis have admitted that Iran was not involved 
in the planning of the October 7 attack, and even 
the Americans said that Iran was surprised by 
this attack by Hamas. Naturally, the authorities 
of the Islamic Republic do not want to enter into 
a large-scale war with America and Israel, and 
this is what the authorities of the Islamic Re-
public are realistically, correctly and rationally 
trying to avoid.

Arman-e-Melli: Sending the Diamond ship 
under the pretext of strengthening security

In a note, Arman-e-Melli discussed the de-
ployment of the second ship of the British Roy-
al Navy to the Persian Gulf and wrote: British 
Defense Secretary Grant Shapps claimed in a 
statement that it is very important to strength-
en our presence in the region and protect our 
interests against a more unstable and contro-
versial world. He said that the Diamond Ship 
ensures freedom of navigation and assures 
merchant ships. Therefore, this action “sends a 
clear message to Tehran and its proxies.” This is 
while the Islamic Republic of Iran has rejected 
the claim of interference in Palestinian move-
ments and emphasized that it does not have any 
proxy group in the region. These are the groups 
that make their own decisions and act.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Emphasizing the resumption of 
nuclear negotiations

Iran lauds Yemen assistance for 
Palestinians in face of Israeli assault

TEHRAN- Emphasizing that security of the stra-
tegic Strait of Hormuz should be ensured by the 
countries of the region, IRGC Navy chief Rear Ad-
miral Ali Reza Tangsiri stated that outsiders in the 
region create division between Muslim nations.

Rear Admiral Ali Reza Tangsiri, the commander 
of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps Navy, met 
and talked with Brigadier General Hamed bin Ab-
dullah bin Ahmed Al Balushi, the deputy chief of 
staff of Oman’s Armed Forces on Friday. 

In the meeting, Iran’s Tangsiri and Oman’s Al 
Balushi discussed the importance of maritime re-
lations and their role in ensuring comprehensive 
security and stability in the region.         

The Iranian commander enlisted the reasons be-
hind foreigners’ presence in the region as “creating 
conflict, division, selling weapons and exploiting the 
resources of these important regions.”        

Rear Admiral Tangsiri clarified, “We have al-
ways sought unity and convergence between 
Muslim nations,” highlighting the Tehran-Muscat 
long historical record, especially, the two states’ 
friendly relations during the imposed war (1980-
88), where Muscat backed Tehran in its war 
against the Baath regime. 

Referring to the crimes of the cruel and 
child-killing Zionist regime in recent weeks, the 
IRGC Navy chief hailed Oman’s stance toward the 
Israeli regime, which has brutally massacred the 
oppressed women and children in Gaza.  

According to Tangsiri, it is necessary to sup-

port all Muslim nations with no difference be-
tween Shia and Sunnis.

He also called Iranian youth’s design and 
manufacturing of the indigenous weapons 
“unique and state of an art.”

Brigadier General Al Balushi, for his part, laud-
ed the hospitality of the IRGC Navy, saying Oman 
stands with Iran in ensuring security.

He also emphasized that “Muslim nations 
should work together in providing security.”

A joint naval exercise involving Iranian and 
Omani military forces was held on Thursday.  

The joint naval rescue and relief exercise took 
place near the Hormuz Strait and the northern 
parts of the Indian Ocean.

Military vessels and airborne units from the 
two neighbors took part in the drill.

They included units from the Royal Navy of 
Oman along with units from the Iranian Navy, Air 
Force, the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) 
Navy, the Border Police’s Naval Division, and the 
Ports and Maritime Organization of Iran.

During the one-day drill, the Iranian and Omani 
military helicopters monitored the maritime traf-
fic in the region. Iranian drones also made re-
connaissance sorties to detect military and trade 
vessels across the war game zone.

The two countries have held several joint naval 
drills in the Persian Gulf and Sea of Oman in re-
cent years.

Countries in the region should ensure 
security of Strait of Hormuz: IRGC Navy chief



Iran unchanged in 
FIFA Ranking 
TEHRAN – Iran national football team 

remained 21st in the latest FIFA Men’s World 
Ranking on Thursday.

Japan moved up one spot to 17th, thanks to 
their recent stellar form, while Korea Republic 
improved one rung to 23.

Australia moved up two spots to 25 while 
Saudi Arabia improved by one to 56. 

Asia’s biggest movers were Malaysia, with 
the Southeast Asian side improving seven 
spots to 130.

England have returned to third in the FIFA 
men’s world rankings after cruising through 
their Euro 2024 qualification campaign with 
Brazil falling out of the top four.

World champions Argentina remained at 
the top with France second and Belgium in 
fourth spot.

The next FIFA World Ranking will be issued 
on Dec. 21.

Vafaei into UK 
Championship 
2023 quarters 
TEHRAN - Iran’s Hossein Vafaei earned 

a place in the quarterfinals of the 2023 UK 
Championship for the first time with a 6-1 
defeat of Matthew Selt in York.

Victory sees Vafaei keep his hopes of 
qualifying for the Masters alive. Vafaei will 
secure his place at Alexandra Palace if he wins 
his quarter-final against Zhang Anda and Ding 
Junhui loses his against Mark Williams.

Having come through two rounds of 
qualifying and scored an impressive 6-4 win 
over Shaun Murphy in the opening round, Vafaei 
will feel confident of mounting a title charge. 
He’s aiming to be the first Iranian winner of a 
regulation format tournament. Vafaei is already 
the first ranking event winner from his country, 
having won the Shoot Out in 2022.

The world number 18 has enjoyed success 
in York before, having knocked four-time 
World Champion Mark Selby out in each of 
the previous two years. On both occasions he 
bowed out in the last 16, but tonight’s display 
sees him go one step further.

In a sensational showing of break building, 
Vafaei hammered home runs of 132, 94, 56, 
133 and 121 on his way to an emphatic victory.

Poland beat Iran 
at 2023 World 
Women’s Handball 
Championship
TEHRAN – Poland delivered a winning 

start at the 2023 World Women’s Handball 
Championship, with the European side being 
clearly more experienced than Iran, who 
were only featuring in the world handball 
flagship competition for the second time in 
their history.

Poland beat Iran 35-15 in Group E of the 
competition at the Jyske Bank Boxen in 
Herning, Denmark.

Fatemeh Merikh, who had previously 
shined at the 2022 IHF Women’s Youth World 
Championship, where she finished between 
the top 10 scorers, had an excellent game, with 
six goals, leading the Asian side and secured 
the hummel Player of the Match award.

Poland threw off the 2023 IHF Women’s 
World Championship in style, but will face 
Japan and Germany in the next two matches, 
pivotal moments in their journey at Denmark/
Norway/Sweden 2023, with those matches 
probably deciding how many points will Arne 
Senstad’s side take into the next phase.

Iran lost their seventh match in eight tries 
at the IHF Women’s World Championship, 
with their chances of progression to the main 
round suffering a big blow, as they will face 
Germany and Japan in the next matches, being 
clear underdogs in each of these.

Saudi Arabia 
to host Asian 
Champions League 
Elite finals
TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia has been chosen 

to host the first two editions of the Asian 
Champions League Elite finals when the 
continent’s revamped elite club competition 
begins next season, the Asian Football 
Confederation said on Friday.

The competition, which replaces the 
existing Asian Champions League, begins in 
September next year and sees the region’s top 
24 clubs divided into two leagues of 12 across 
East and West.

Clubs will compete home and away for a 
place in the round of 16, with the eight winners 
advancing to a centralized final round where 
teams play the quarterfinals, semis and final 
in a single leg format.

The move is part of a major overhaul of club 
competitions in Asia that has also seen the 
top prize in the continent’s top tier club event 
increase to $12 million from $4 million. 

Saudi Arabia won the rights for the first 
two years of the finals ahead of a rival bid 
submitted by the Iraq Football Association 
«after evaluating the infrastructure and 
accommodation requirements», the AFC said 
in a statement.

The Saudis have also been provisionally 
awarded the hosting rights for a further three 
years subject to an AFC review of the initial 
seasons, it added.

The event is the latest to be awarded to the 
Saudi Arabia, which will organize the FIFA Club 
World Cup later this month and is the only 
nation to have submitted a bid to host the 
2034 World Cup finals.

The country has already been granted the 
rights to host the 2027 Asian Cup finals and 
Riyadh will organize the 2034 Asian Games.

Shahrdari Gorgan 
down Al-Ittihad 
Ahli at FIBA WASL 
TEHRAN – Shahrdari Gorgan put on a 

masterclass and schooled Al-Ittihad Ahli, 
121-70, on Wednesday night at the Azadi 
Basketball Hall to remain perfect in the FIBA 
WASL Season 2. 

The home team turned it up in the second 
period and a one-sided show ensued, 
eventually snagging the solo lead in Group A 
of the West Asia League with a 2-0 record.

Will Cherry powered the reigning, three-time 
Iran champion with a game-high 30 points in 
just 21 minutes of play. The explosive guard 
shot an efficient 10-of-17 from the field, and 
also had 3 rebounds, 3 assists, and 3 steals.

He was the lone double-digit scorer with the 
same amount of points after three before the 
others stepped up to make sure that they stay 
ahead all the way to the end.

Sina Vahedi finished with 15 points. 
Khashayar Aliakbarinamaghi and Mobin 
Sheikhi produced 13 points apiece, while 
Arsalan Kazemi supplied 11 points and 14 
rebounds.

Al Duhail star 
Coutinho doubt for 
Persepolis match
TEHRAN – Brazilian star Philippe Coutinho 

will likely miss the match between Al Duhail 
and Persepolis football teams, alkass.net 
reported. 

Persepolis will play Al Duhail in Group E 
of the 2023-24 AFC Champions League on 
Tuesday in a must-win game.

Coutinho played against Persepolis last 
month, where the Qatari side lost the 
match 1-0.

Ruben Semedo and Edmílson Junior will also 
likely miss the match due to injuries.
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IRAN IN FOCUS
 Why a referendum might be the only solution

TEHRAN – Iran has strongly condemned 
Israel’s violation of truce and the resumption of 
military aggression, calling for more effective 
measures to stop the attacks on Gaza.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the Iranian Foreign 
Minister, noted in a post on X that the key to 
resolving the situation lies in the continuation 
of the truce, the dispatch of substantial 
humanitarian aid to Gaza, and the negotiation of 
an agreement for the exchange of prisoners. 

He asserted that the liberation of prisoners 
should not be sought through war, as it leads to 
their tragic demise in bombings.

Warning against the consequences of 
perpetuating the conflict, Amir Abdollahian 
expressed concern about the potential for another 
massacre in Gaza and the West Bank. He pointed 
out that the decision-makers and the international 
community appear to underestimate the severe 
repercussions of returning to a state of war.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized that, in the end, the 
true determining factor is the will of the Palestinian 

people. Urging immediate action, he underscored the 
need to halt the attacks on Gaza before it’s too late.

In a separate social media post on X, Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani reacted 
to Israeli air strikes on buildings in Gaza, minutes 
after the truce deal expired on Friday morning.

Kanaani stressed the key role of the United 
States in backing of the apartheid regime which 
have resulted in the continuation of the hostilities 
against Gaza. “It is evident that the political and 
legal responsibility for the ongoing aggression 
and the relentless massacre of the Palestinian 
people lies not only with the criminal acts of the 

Zionist regime but also with the U.S. government 
and some other countries complicit in this 
apartheid regime’s actions,” he wrote.

The spokesman further noted that the 
military attack by the Zionist regime on 
Friday morning occurred moments before the 
departure of U.S. Secretary of State Blinken 
from the occupied territories.

The resumption of hostilities came at about 
7am local time (05:00 GMT) on Friday, after efforts 
to extend the truce failed, resulting in the tragic 
escalation of violence in the region.

Heavy fighting has broken out across the enclave, 
including the southern parts, which was previously 
said to be safe for fleeing civilians.

Gaza’s health ministry reported dozens of 
Palestinians killed and injured during the initial 
resumption of Israeli strikes. According to them, at 
least 21 people were killed, including two people in 
the north, seven in central Gaza and 12 in the south. 
Overall, the ministry said nearly 100 people were killed 
on the first day of Israel’s renewed aggression on Gaza.

TEHRAN- Iran’s Navy Chief, 
Rear Admiral Shahram Irani, has 
highlighted the importance of 
“defense diplomacy and international 
relations,” stating that they are both 
being pursued at the highest level.

Speaking at the Friday prayer, Read 
Admiral Irani pointed out that the 
Iranian Navy has progressed due to 
its use of domestic knowledge, the 
Iranian human resources, and the 
guidance of the Commander-in-Chief.

He said, “Thanks to the Islamic 
Revolution, not only in southern seas 

but also in the Caspian Sea, Iran has 
showcased its latest progress,” adding 
that the Deylaman destroyer is serving 
its mission in the Caspian Sea.

According to the Iranian 
commander, Iranian Navy is interested 
in establishing defense diplomacy 
and international relations, which are 
being carried out “at the highest level.”   

“There is no place in the world 
where the flag of the Islamic Republic 
is not raised, we have raised the flag 
of the country in the most beautiful 
form,” the commander said.

Referring to security provided at 
the highest level for maritime trade, 
he said, “Today, we have the honor 
that Jamaran destroyer navigates in 
the Gulf of Aden.” 

He lauded the efforts of the Iranian 

youth, saying “As a soldier, I am proud 
of each and every young person who is 
trying to implement the goals of the 
Commander-in-Chief in a bid to boost 
the strength and power of Iran.”

The commander also referred to the 
responsibility of the Alborz destroyer 
to ensure security in the Red Sea.  

According to the Navy chief, the 
sea-based economy is ensured with 
assistance from the Iranian Navy 
and the sailors who contribute to the 
prosperity of the country’s economy.

Iran urges immediate halt to Israel’s renewed attacks on Gaza

Navy pursuing defense diplomacy at highest level: Admiral Irani

Frome Page 1   Zionists 
went on to expel at least 750,000 
Palestinians from their homes and 
lands during the Nakba, claiming 
78% of historic Palestine. The 
remaining 22% was divided into 
what are now the occupied West 
Bank and the besieged Gaza Strip. 
Since the establishment of the Israeli 
regime, the two-state solution was 
essentially set aside by its leaders.

In the Six-Day War of 1967, Israel 
occupied the Sinai Peninsula, the 
Golan Heights, the Gaza Strip, and 
the West Bank, including Eastern al-
Quds, bringing a territory four times 
the size it had agreed upon in 1948 
under its control. Although Israel 
has had to relinquish control of the 
Sinai Peninsula, it still maintains full 
control of the Golan Heights and 
exercises indirect control over the 
West Bank, given the establishment 
of a Palestinian government with 
little to no authority. In Gaza, while 
not under direct Israeli control, the 
population faces continual hardships 
due to recurrent bombardments 
and restricted access to essential 
resources.

Reinstituting the two-state solution 
would require Israel to dismantle over 
200 illegal Jewish settlements that 
currently house more than 700,000 
Israelis in the West Bank, as well as 
halt its ongoing military operations in 
the territory. Additionally, the blockade 
of the Gaza Strip would need to be 
lifted, and Eastern al-Quds would have 
to become the capital of a Palestinian 
State, or at least be internationalized.

Considering Israeli politicians’ 
growing support for new settlements 
and their uncompromising stance 
against Palestinians, it appears highly 
unlikely that the regime would agree 
to these conditions. Israeli officials 
are currently showing up on TV and 
social media, asking to turn Gaza into 
a “soccer field” as “Palestinians were 
essentially born to be killed.” 

But even if the international 
community decides to greenlight a 
genocide in Gaza and let the regime 
try to capture the entire region, the 
recent 49 days of relentless attacks on 
the strip showed Israel might not be 
able to fulfill its plans no matter how 
vigorously it espouses them. 

At the onset of the conflict in 
Gaza, Israel held the belief that its 
military strength far surpassed that 
of Hamas, envisioning its capability 
to both eliminate the group and 
establish a new government in the 

Palestinian territory. Yet, as the 
dust settled and Hamas fighters 
emerged from underground tunnels 
during the Qatar-mediated truce, 
releasing Israeli captives in Northern 
Gaza— previously claimed by Israel 
to be under full control—, it became 
evident that the regime had largely 
overestimated its military capabilities.

Simultaneously, Arab states 
like Jordan and Egypt, the first to 
recognize Israel as a state, strongly 
opposed any further displacement 
of Palestinians living in Gaza. With 
public opinion turning against Israel 
and the regime›s significant failure 
to defeat Hamas after nearly 50 days 
of unabating attacks, it is becoming 
increasingly apparent that Tel Aviv 
would not be able to sustain its 
assaults against Gaza much longer.

The recent Israeli offensive in Gaza 
not only failed to isolate Palestinians 
from resistance groups as intended, 
but it appears to have bolstered 
popular support for Hamas and 
similar movements, indicating a 
forthcoming increase in steadfast 
resistance. The Israeli regime, already 
in a state of disarray, seems poised 
to enter an unending cycle of conflict 
with no apparent end in sight.

So, what is the solution? How can 
people in Palestine and the entire 
region begin to live in peace? 

At times of ceaseless conflicts, 
people must take lead

With the two-state solution out of 
the window and Israel being unable to 
eradicate Hamas, it is only expected 
that more violence will arise after 
the current conflict comes to an end. 
That’s because Israel has perpetuated 
a system that denies Palestinians 
living in the occupied territories 
the same rights as Jews, relegating 
them to second-class citizenship 

and subjecting the 1.6 million «Arab 
citizens of Israel» to systematic and 
active discrimination. Similarly, the 
2.3 million in Gaza and 3.25 million 
Palestinians in the West Bank and 
East al-Quds continue to endure 
sustained violence and hardship 
under the regime. It is unsurprising 
that a population of over 7 million 
Palestinians would readily rise against 
discrimination and violence whenever 
the opportunity arises.

Few countries, including Iran, have 
advocated for an alternative solution 
to the two-state framework. Iran 
has recently revisited the idea of a 
referendum, proposed for the first 
time several years ago by the Leader 
of Iran›s Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei. 

The referendum Iran proposes 
enfranchises all indigenous people 
of the land— regardless of their 
religious affiliation— to exercise 
their voting rights. Each individual, 
whether Muslim, Christian, or 
Jewish, is afforded a single vote 
to determine the resolution of the 
conflict and chart the future of 
Palestine. Importantly, oversight of 
the referendum would rest not with 
Israel or Palestinian groups such 
as Hamas but with an international 
body, such as the United Nations.

“When some of the world’s 
spokespersons talk about the Islamic 
Republic’s opinions regarding the 
region, they deceitfully say ‘Iran 
says that the Jews and the Zionists 
should be thrown into the sea’. No, 
this is something some Arabs have 
said before. We never said that. We 
don’t throw anyone into the sea. We 
say let the people decide,” Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei explained on 
Wednesday, noting that Palestinians 
might opt to coexist with European 
immigrants during the referendum, 

like how certain African countries 
decided to live alongside their former 
British colonizers once they had got 
rid of the occupation.

Referendums are regarded as one 
of the most democratic approaches 
to resolving protracted conflicts 
and have gained prominence in the 
modern era, prioritizing human lives 
over historical paradigms. Notably, 
over 600 referendums have occurred 
worldwide since 1973, including the 
pivotal referendum that concluded the 
apartheid regime in South Africa.

As there are approximately 7 
million Palestinians residing in 
countries beyond Palestine, bringing 
the population of Palestinians to 
14 million, a referendum within 
Palestinian lands might not align 
with the Israeli politicians’ interests. 
However, such an initiative could prove 
advantageous for the broader region, 
including the Jewish population. 
It might be easier for the Jewish 
population in the occupied territories 
to disengage from the regime on this 
critical matter, once they remember 
their historical coexistence with 
Muslims before the advent of Zionist 
incursions into Palestine. Moreover, 
continuing under Zionism does not 
guarantee the regime›s commitment 
to ensuring their security following 
any future resistance operations, as 
indicated by recent events. As many 
Jews were able to see recently, Israeli 
politicians would much rather kill 
Israeli captives themselves, than have 
to compensate for their freedom at 
the negotiating table. 

It seems that at this point, with 
the absolute disregard of Israeli 
officials towards human lives, 
a referendum might be the only 
path towards a mutually agreeable 
future for the Muslims, Christians, 
and Jews of the region. 

Finding a way out of the  
Israel-Palestine crisis



TEHRAN - Gabon and Iran have been elected 
as president and alternate president of the 
Conference of Ministers of the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) for 
2024, respectively, Shana reported.

The two countries were appointed by 
alphabetical order at the 187th Meeting of 
the OPEC Conference, which was held via 
videoconference on Thursday.

According to the OPEC Statute, the alternate 
president shall preside over meetings 
whenever the president is absent.

Following the principle of alphabetical 
rotation, Libya and Nigeria were also elected 
as the OPEC Executive Board president and 
alternate president for 2024.

The representatives of Iran, Iraq, and Nigeria 
in the board have been already appointed 
and their appointment must be approved 
according to the OPEC Statute during its 
ministerial conference.

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji on Thursday 
praised ‘favorable’ cooperation and 
understanding between OPEC+ producers.

Talking to Shana, the minister said, “We are 
trying to institutionalize cooperation with 
non-OPEC producers within the framework of 
OPEC+ alliance.”

Oji, who spoke after the 187th meeting 
of OPEC Conference and the 36th OPEC and 
Non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting (ONOMM), 
said during the meetings the participants 
clearly stressed the need to preserve the oil 
market stability and support OPEC+ collective 
decisions.

The OPEC+ members underlined that the 
coalition keeps a close watch on global oil 
markets and the balance between supply and 
demand, said the minister, adding the alliance 
also voiced its readiness to make quick 
decisions and take the necessary measures 
to stabilize the oil market and cope with its 
situations.

Shifting to the postponement of OPEC 
and OPEC+ ministerial meetings caused by 
differences between their member states, Oji 
said it is not something new as they have had 
such differences at some junctures, adding all 
that matters is that OPEC+ producers reach 
an agreement and a consensus serving the 
member states’ interests.

The oil market is experiencing a challenging 
era, he stated and noted additional supplies by 
some producers outside of the OPEC+ alliance 
associated with uncertainties surrounding 
global economy, the outlook for international 
markets, speculators’ activities in the oil 

market, and consequences of mentioned 
developments are sending out alarm signals.

The agreement and decisions made by 
OPEC+ and during ministerial meetings have 
served the OPEC and non-OPEC member 
states’ common interests, said the minister, 
pointing out the successful move should 
continue in the future as it is vital for ensuring 
the market stability and serving producers’ 
interests.

The released reports and analyses show 
considerable uncertainties about global 
supply and demand, said Oji, adding each could 
have special impacts on future developments.

Short sellers’ increased activities in the 
market have fueled concerns and the outlook 
for the international oil market cannot be 
anticipated with certainty, the minister 
stated, continuing, “I cannot agree to any of 
these speculations, either.”

He said the United States and other 
big consumers’ worries about the global 
oil market and energy security have been 
caused by U.S. policies and acts aimed at 
putting OPEC+ and its producers under 
pressure – political pressure on some big 
oil and gas producers by imposing brutal 
and unilateral sanctions and escalating 
geopolitical tensions through making 
political intervention and supporting war in 
the West Asia region.

Oji is convinced that the agreement and 
decisions made by OPEC+ are significant 
factors in eliminating fluctuations in the 
oil market, improving global economic 
conditions, encouraging investment in the oil 
industry, and guaranteeing energy security.

“We consider the OPEC+ agreement and 
cooperation between large oil producers as 
the only option to provide the world with 
short- and long-term energy security,” he 
emphasized.

“As I said before, all observers and experts of 
the oil market acknowledge the constructive 
achievements of the OPEC+ agreement for 
the market stability and energy security,” 
reiterated the minister, underlining that Iran 
fully supports the agreement and decisions 
made by OPEC+ as the agreement reached 
between the alliance’s members and issued in 
OPEC and non-OPEC producers’ Declaration of 
Cooperation brings benefits for the global oil 
market, producers, consumers, and economy.”

The topics of the 187th Meeting of OPEC 
Conference, he continued, revolved around 
administrative, financial, and managerial 
issues that are discussed by member states’ 
oil and energy ministers biennially.  

TEHRAN - Average daily gasoline consumption 
in Iran has reached about 110 million liters in the 
current Iranian calendar year (started on March 
21) which is 13 percent more than the figure for 
the previous year, according to the managing 
director of the National Iranian Oil Products 
Distribution Company (NIOPDC).

According to Jafar Salari-Nasab, currently, 110 
million liters of gasoline are distributed daily, and 
despite the 13 percent increase in consumption 
there is no problem with the supply and 
distribution of gasoline in the country.

Back in August, Oil Minister Javad Oji said 
there are currently 4,400 active gas stations 
across the country.

The minister noted that despite the increase 
in consumption there is no concern about fuel 
supply.

TEHRAN - During the fifth meeting of the 
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines, and Agriculture (TCCIMA)’s Trade 
Development and Facilitation Committee the 
members criticized some of the regulations and 
limitations imposed by the government on the 
imports conducted by the private sector.

As the TCCIMA portal reported, private 
importers are limited as the government has set 
a ceiling and a quota for each importer based on 

the company’s experience assessment.

Speaking in the meeting, Kaveh Zargaran, 
the head of the committee, pointed out that the 
regulations regarding the ceiling and experience 
assessment were introduced by the previous 
government when subsidized foreign currency 
was being allocated to private sector importers, 
however, now that the subsidized foreign 
currency is no longer allocated, there is no logic to 
limit private companies by such criteria.

From page 1   Over the past 40 
years, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has never given up on its principled 
policy towards Africa due to political 
and cultural commonalities, 
despite the sanctions, pressure and 
disruptions of the West, and has 
always maintained itself alongside 
the people and countries of Africa.

As reported, during the Iranian 
calendar years 1384 and 1385 
(March 2005-March 2007), the 
relations between Iran and the 
African continent increased in 
terms of trade, but since 1386, the 
economic relations between Iran 
and Africa have decreased due 
to the economic crisis and cruel 
sanctions against Iran.

Surveys show that in the past 
years, due to the lack of restoration 
of economic relations with Africa, 
the amount of trade with the 
countries of this continent has 
remained at the level of $1.2 billion, 
but according to Mohammed-Sadeq 
Qanadzadeh, the director general 
of the Africa Department of Iran’s 
Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO), facilitating the trade route 
with Africa is happening now and 
it is expected that the trade figure 
with this continent will reach $10 
billion in the next three years.

In fact, good steps have been 
taken to use Africa›s capacity, and 
Africa can be a suitable market for 
Iranian goods, Qanadzadeh stated.

Last year, the official referred 
to the beginning of the 13th 
government›s measures to develop 
relations with the African continent, 
and said: «Over the past [Iranian 
calendar] year 1400 (ended on March 
20, 2022), a series of measures have 
been initiated, which were resulted 
in the visit of about 60 African trade 
delegations, active presence in the 
exhibitions of this continent, the 
opening of 10 trade centers, and 
the dispatch of three commercial 
attachés.

“As the result of these measures, 
Iran›s trade with Africa experienced 
a 100-percent growth from $650 
million in the Iranian year 1399, 

and also in the first nine months 
of the year 1401, Iran-Africa trade 
was equal to the total trade of 
the previous year, and we also 
experienced a growth of about 700 
percent in the export of technical 
and engineering services”, he added.

Also as announced by Ruhollah 
Latifi, the value of trade between 
Iran and Africa rose two percent in 
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(ended on March 20).

He put Iran-Africa annual trade 
at 2.545 million tons worth $1.278 
billion.

Iran exported 2.452 million 
tons of products valued at $1.183 
billion to 49 African countries in 
the past year, showing one percent 
fall, and imported 92,898 tons of 
goods worth $95.316 million from 
23 African countries, indicating 
59 percent growth, year on year, 
according to Latifi.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Economic Diplomacy Mehdi 
Safari has said that the economies 
of Iran and the African continent are 
complementary to each other, and 
due to their abundant capacities, 
significant achievements can be 
achieved in this due.

He made the remarks at the 
Scientific and Economic Cooperation 
Meeting Between Iran and West 
African Countries (IRAN WAC) which 
was held in Tehran in mid-March.

As reported, 20 multilateral and 
bilateral cooperation agreements 
were signed between Iran and 
West African countries in the first 

day of the mentioned event, and 
the expansion and deepening 
of comprehensive economic 
cooperation was emphasized.

Addressing that meeting, 
President Raisi emphasized Tehran›s 
readiness to comprehensively 
expand cooperation with African 
countries, especially countries in the 
west of this continent.

He also said that the current level 
of trade between Iran and Africa is 
not acceptable, and according to 
the capacities and efforts of the 
authorities of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and West African countries, it 
is expected that the cooperation and 
economic relations between them 
will change even more.

As stated by the experts, in 
order to increase the level of trade 
with Africa certain infrastructure 
including transportation and direct 
shipping lines, as well as proper 
legal, commercial, monetary, and 
banking relations must be provided.

It is said that in the near future, 
the African continent will become 
a great power in the world due 
to having 18 percent of the 
world›s population and increasing 
population growth.

Statistics show that the African 
continent has 30 percent of mineral 
reserves, 40 percent of gold, and 90 
percent of chromium and platinum 
in the world. The continent also 
has the largest reserves of cobalt, 
diamonds, platinum and uranium in 
the world.

Also, Africa has 65 percent of the 

world›s arable land, 10 percent of 
renewable fresh water resources, 
and 12 percent of the world›s oil 
reserves.

As stated by Mehrad Ebad, 
a member of the board of 
representatives of Tehran Chamber 
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, 
and Agriculture (TCCIMA), in the last 
20 years, Africa›s foreign trade has 
grown significantly, but Iran has not 
yet been able to use this capacity.

According to Ebad, one of the 
issues that caused the African 
market to be neglected was the lack 
of proper introduction of this market 
to Iranian traders and businessmen.

“In order to develop trade and 
relations with African countries, 
it is suggested the activity of joint 
chambers of commerce to introduce 
target markets and existing risks 
will be increased; Because our 
exporters are not interested to go 
to African markets due to lack of 
knowledge”, he commented.

He also considered the cruel 
sanctions as another problem of 
trade with Africa and said that the 
traders are forced to send their 
goods to these countries through 
neighboring countries such as the 
UAE, Oman and Turkey in order 
to export their goods to African 
countries. It will cause re-export of 
goods and increase costs.

Despite existence of some barriers 
in the way of expanding trade 
between Iran and Africa, the visit 
of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
to three African countries (Kenya, 
Uganda, and Zimbabwe) in mid-July 
proves that the current government 
is serious about developing 
cooperation and communication 
with the African continent in order 
to secure the country›s economic 
interests.

Economic experts believe that the 
president›s visit to Africa provided 
the basis for increasing Iran›s 
presence in the 60-billion-dollar 
economy of the African continent 
and will increase the level of activity 
of Iranian traders and businessmen 
in this continent.

TEHRAN- Car manufacturing in Iran rose 20 
percent in the first eight months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21-November 21), 
as compared to the same eight months in the 
previous year.

According to the director-general of the Iranian 
Industry Ministry’s Auto Industry Office, Iranian 
carmakers managed to manufacture over 882,471 
vehicles in the mentioned period, IRNA reported.

Abdollah Tavakoli Lahijani said that during 
the said eight months the country’s automakers 
produced nearly 742,000 passenger cars, 
registering a 15 percent rise compared to the 
same period of the last year.

The production of various types of trucks 
also increased by 43 percent, year on year, the 
official said.

Car manufacturing in Iran increased by 39 
percent in the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(ended on March 20), as the Iranian carmakers 

manufactured 1,347,394 vehicles in the 
mentioned year.

In the past year, 1,182,078 passenger cars 
were manufactured in the country, registering a 
35-percent rise year on year.

Vans accounted for the lion’s share of the 
production in the past year, as 125,507 vans were 
manufactured, with a 56-percent growth.

In the past year, 34,136 trucks were 
manufactured, with a 150 percent rise.

The manufacturing of buses stood at 1,391, and 
minibuses, and middle buses at 1,118, registering a 
growth of 88 percent and 11 percent, respectively.

Also, about 450,000 motorcycles were 
manufactured in the previous year, with a 61.2 
percent rise year on year.

Meanwhile, the International Organization of 
Motor Vehicle Manufacturers (known as OICA) 
ranked Iran sixth in the world in terms of car 

manufacturing growth in 2022.

According to the OICA data, car manufacturing 
in Iran increased by 19 percent in 2022, as the 
country manufactured 1.064 million vehicles in 
the mentioned year, while the figure was 894,000 
in 2021.

The international organization in its annual 
report released in mid-March had ranked Iran as 
the world’s 16th largest automaker in 2022.

TEHRAN – The managing director of 
Iran’s National Petrochemical Company 
(NPC) has said domestic companies 
have supplied about eight billion 
dollars of equipment and parts for the 
country’s petrochemical complexes 
over the past two years, NIPNA 
reported.

“In the last two years, about eight 
billion dollars of equipment and 
goods required for petrochemical 
projects have been provided through 
domestic companies, part of which 
was first-time construction,” Morteza 
Shahmirzaei said.

Emphasizing the NPC’s focus on 
providing domestically manufactured 
parts and equipment for its projects, 
Shahmirzaei said: “[In the past two 
years] about 10 billion dollars have 
been spent on providing equipment and 
parts for petrochemical projects, more 
than 80 percent of which have been 
produced by domestic companies.”

He pointed out that about 15 

parts and equipment needed by the 
petrochemical industry were made by 
knowledge-based companies in the 
13th government, adding: “Currently, 
at most 90 percent and at least 40 
percent of petrochemical projects 
use domestically produced goods and 
equipment.” The official assessed the 
ability of domestic manufacturers of 
petrochemical equipment and goods 
as very favorable and stated: “Many 
Iranian manufacturers are providing 
services to neighboring countries and 
Southeast Asian countries, and nine 
Iranian manufacturers are among the 
major equipment exporters in global 
markets.”

Mentioning some of his company’s 
major strategies, Shahmirzaei said: “The 
most important part of the National 
Petrochemical Company’s strategy is to 
complete the industry’s value chain and 
support knowledge-based companies, 
domestic manufacturing firms, and 
domestic production of catalysts.”

“The government’s strategy in the 

field of production is to make maximum 
use of the installed capacity in the 
petrochemical industry by using the 
knowledge and capabilities of domestic 
manufacturers,” he added.

In mid-November, the official said 
$4.2 billion will be invested in domestic 
projects to improve self-sufficiency and 
complete the industry’s value chain. “In 
addition to identifying opportunities 
and offering projects for investment, 
NPC has conducted a thorough study 
on the petrochemical industry’s value 
chain, launching 20 project packages 
for producing propylene, methanol, 
ethylene, aromatics, and butylene,” 
Shahmirzaei stated.

He put the projects’ annual nominal 
capacity and production value at 3.8 
million tons and $4.4 billion.

Based on their access to necessary 
feedstock, domestic holdings have 
been informed of the projects, said 
Shahmirzaei, concluding some holdings 
have received permits for making 

investments in the projects.

The petrochemical industry plays a 
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy, 
as petrochemical export is the second-
largest source of revenue for the 
country after crude oil. Petrochemical 
exports already constitute nearly 33 
percent of the country’s non-oil exports. 
According to NPC Head Morteza Shah-
Mirzaei, the company plans to increase 
its annual petrochemical production 
capacity to 200 million tons over the 
next 10 years.

In this regard, Iranian Oil Minister 
Javad Oji said that more than 100 
petrochemical projects with a total 
investment of about $70 billion have 
been defined and will be implemented 
across the country.

Oji noted that the country will also be 
completely self-sufficient in producing 
the catalysts used in the petrochemical 
industry by the end of the current 
government administration’s 
incumbency (August 2025).
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From page 1   “It’s beyond anything that I’ve 
seen in my career,” Marc Garlasco, a military 
advisor for the Dutch organization PAX and 
a former senior intelligence analyst at the 
Pentagon, told The New York Times.

He said that to find a historical comparison 
for so many large bombs being used on such 
a small area, we may “have to go back to 
Vietnam, or the Second World War.”

While the world, especially countries located in 
the Middle East and North Africa, are suffering from 
the saddening effects of global warming, Israel is 
adding salt to the wound by releasing huge amounts 
of pollutants through its carpet bombing of Gaza.

Additionally, the mad war on Gaza, which has 
so far left tens of thousands of housing units in 
ruins, has produced millions of tons of construction 
refuse in the small enclave. Satellite images 
commissioned by the BBC reveal the extent of 
destruction across Gaza, showing that nearly 
98,000 buildings may have suffered damage.

Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and 
Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor have reprimanded 
Israel for using white phosphorus in Gaza.

When exposed to air, the chemical burns at 
extremely high temperatures — high enough to 
burn through metal and bone — and often ignites 
fires in areas where it is deployed, affecting the 
environment.

The West has been rightly critical of Russia for 
causing environmental damage by starting a war 
on Ukraine. However, they have been mum about 
Israel’s environmental war crimes in the Gaza Strip.

According to europarl.europa.eu, the 
European Parliament on January 19, 2023, 
adopted a resolution on the establishment 
of “a tribunal on the crime of aggression 
against Ukraine (2022/3017(RSP)), which 
recognizes the link between war and long-
term damage to the natural environment 
and climate, and supports the UN General 
Assembly’s recommendation on the creation 
of an international register of damage ‘to 
serve as a record for future reparations for ... 
widespread and severe damage to the natural 
environment and the climate’.  The resolution 
also underlining that war caused “ecocide” 
and constitutes a “war crime”. 

However, why the West, including the European 
Parliament, is silent about the environmental 
damage in Gaza is once again demonstrates the 
West’s double standards. The environmental 
damage caused by Israel’s war on Gaza in just 
about 50 days is far much higher than that one 
caused by Russia in its war on Ukraine which 
started in in February 2022. 

Summarily speaking, Israel has launched 
a warfare on environment and humanity as 
a whole in its mad war on Gaza. Experts warn 
that the destruction inflicted on the Gaza Strip’s 
environment will last for years to come. 

UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the 
environment David R. Boyd tells TRT World that 
“Air pollution, water pollution, soil pollution, toxic 
contamination and large volumes of greenhouse 
gas emissions are caused by military conflict.” 

Boyd adds, “These environmental impacts 

exacerbate the toll of death and injury directly 
caused by acts of war, but the environmental death 
toll will continue for decades due to respiratory 
diseases, cardiovascular diseases and cancer 
caused by exposure to elevated levels of pollution.”

A prolonged period of heavy explosions — as is 
happening in Gaza — leaves massive amounts of 
cement particles suspended in the air. Chemicals 
and deadly gases left by ammunition linger in the 
environment for years to come, poisoning plant 
life and polluting water.

Erum Zahir, a professor in the University of 
Karachi’s chemistry department, also says, “In 
conflict-affected areas, the detonation of explosives 
can release significant amounts of greenhouse 
gases, including carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter.

Palestine is already described as a region 
suffering from heat, drought and water scarcity, and 
is geographically vulnerable because of the climate 
crisis. It also faces a severe shortage of water, the 
supply of which is controlled by Israel.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Environmental war crimes in Gaza 

Jordan’s king 
raises Gaza crisis 
at COP28 
Jordan’s King Abdullah II says the war in 

Gaza is making climate change issues even 
worse in the enclave.  

The king told the UN’s COP28 climate talks 
in Dubai that “we cannot talk about climate 
change in isolation from the humanitarian 
tragedies unfolding around us”.  

“In Gaza, more than 1.7 million Palestinians 
have been displaced from their homes. Tens 
of thousands have been injured or killed in 
a region already on the front lines of climate 
change,” he told a gathering of world leaders. 

 “The massive destruction of war makes the 
environmental threats of water scarcity and 
food insecurity even more severe.”

China helps BRICS 
partner solve 
power outages – 
media
South Africa has received a shipment of 450 

gasoline generators donated by China to ease 
the impact of severe power shortages in the 
country, local media reported on Thursday. 

 According to Electricity Minister Kgosientsho 
Ramokgopa, about 100 more generators are 
expected to arrive in the near term. 

 The equipment will be distributed to public 
service facilities across the country, according 
to an earlier statement from the government. 

 “The generators will be used as backup 
to alleviate the impacts of load-shedding in 
the delivery of services in clinics, schools and 
courts, while the government continues to 
implement the energy action plan to ultimately 
end load-shedding and create sustainable 
energy security.” 

 The donation is a part of the Technical 
Assistance Program, which covers a raft of 
deals inked between Beijing and Pretoria 
on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in 
Johannesburg this past August. Apart from 
a donation of power-generating equipment 
worth $8.9 million, the program includes a 
grant of around $26.8 million intended to 
upgrade South Africa’s power transmission 
and distribution network.

Israel knew Hamas’ 
attack plan more 
than a year ago
 Israeli officials obtained Hamas’ battle 

plan for the Oct. 7 attack more than a year 
before it happened, documents, emails and 
interviews show. But Israeli military and 
intelligence officials dismissed the plan as 
aspirational, considering it too difficult for 
Hamas to carry out. 

 The approximately 40-page document, 
which Israeli authorities code-named “Jericho 
Wall,” outlined, point by point, exactly the kind 
of devastating invasion that led to the deaths 
of about 1,200 people.  

The translated document, which was 
reviewed by The New York Times, did not 
set a date for the attack, but described a 
methodical assault designed to overwhelm 
the fortifications around the Gaza Strip, take 
over Israeli cities and storm key military bases, 
including a division headquarters.

Hamas followed the blueprint with shocking 
precision. The document called for a barrage of 
rockets at the outset of the attack, drones to 
knock out the security cameras and automated 
machine guns along the border, and gunmen 
to pour into Israel en masse in paragliders, 
on motorcycles and on foot — all of which 
happened Oct. 7.  

The plan also included details about the 
location and size of Israeli military forces, 
communication hubs and other sensitive 
information, raising questions about how 
Hamas gathered its intelligence and whether 
there were leaks inside the Israeli security 
establishment. 

 The document circulated widely among 
Israeli military and intelligence leaders, but 
experts determined that an attack of that scale 
and ambition was beyond Hamas’ capabilities, 
according to documents and officials. It is 
unclear whether Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu or other top political leaders saw 
the document, as well.

UN says end 
of ceasefire 
‘nightmare’ for 
people in Gaza
The resumption of fighting between Israel 

and Hamas is “the nightmare that everyone 
utterly feared,” the UN says.  

Early on Friday, a temporary ceasefire 
between the two warring sides expired - with 
both blaming each other for the resumption of 
hostilities.  

Since then, the Hamas-run health ministry 
in Gaza says more than 100 people have been 
killed.  The renewed clashes are “catastrophic 
for the people of Gaza,” James Elder, a 
spokesman for UNICEF told the BBC. 

 “There was a strike 50m to 100m from here. 
There are ambulances there, I see the plumes of 
smoke,” he told the BBC’s Newsday programme 
from a hospital in Khan Younis in southern Gaza. 

 Elder said Nasser hospital - which he 
described as the biggest functioning one in 
Gaza - was “wildly overflowing with children 
and people with wounds of war recovering from 
the last attack”. 

 He described how many families had been 
sleeping on mattresses at the hospital for weeks.  

“This hospital cannot possibly cope with a 
surge in wounds from the battlefield with more 
children with burns, with those horrendous 
shrapnel injuries”.  

Other UN aid agencies have described 
similar conditions at other hospitals in Gaza.

Hezbollah fighters 
operating on 
Lebanon front
Al-Manar published on Friday exclusive video 

showing Hezbollah fighters operating along the 
southern border with occupied Palestine.  

The scenes, provided by Hezbollah Military 
Media Department, displays the Lebanese 
resistance fighters confronting the Israeli 
occupation forces and preparing for missile 
launches towards the Israeli posts in the 
occupied territories.

Over 3,300 
Palestinians 
arrested in West 
Bank since October 7
Israeli occupation forces arrested 3,390 

Palestinians including children across the 
occupied West Bank since October 7, 260 during 
temporary pauses, according to local non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) on Thursday.  

The arrests occurred during home raids 
and at military checkpoints, involving 
Palestinians who either surrendered under 
pressure or were taken as hostages, as 
stated in a joint statement by the Palestinian 
Prisoners Club and the Commission of 
Detainees and ex-Detainees Affairs, Anadolu 
news agency reported. 

 On Thursday alone, thirty arrests were 
documented, with the total number of arrests 
from Wednesday to Thursday night reaching 
40, the NGOs reported. 

 This is not to mention the raids the Israeli 
occupation forces regularly conduct in the 
West Bank, cracking down and detaining even 
more Palestinians unlawfully, in frequent mass 
arrest campaigns. The vast majority appears to 
be detained in administrative detention, a type 
of confinement without accusation or trial that 
authorities can extend indefinitely, which is, of 
course, against international law.

 By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - As the indiscriminate 
Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip 
resumed, news agencies from around 
the world were scrambling to get the 
first photos from the war zone. 

The only pictures they could get 
their hands on were those of little girls 
crying after being treated for injuries 
as a result of Israeli tank shells as well 
as women and children shedding tears 
as they sat near their homes, leveled to 
the ground by Israeli warplanes. 

Other pictures showed injured 
and traumatized-looking children 
being carried away from the rubble 
in Rafah and the destruction of 
houses in Khan Younis, in the 
southern part of the Gaza Strip. 

The photos portray the same 
scenes that Palestinian women and 
children have endured since October 7. 

Hamas has blamed the Israeli 
occupation for violating the truce and 
effectively neglecting its own captives. 

The group accused the regime of 
rejecting all offers to release more 
hostages.

It said “the Zionist occupation” 
bore responsibility for “resuming 
war and aggression”.

Following a seven-day pause in 
the war on Gaza, the Israeli regime 
is conducting what it had done 
best since October 7: Bombing 
civilian sites with powerful and 
indiscriminate force, killing women 
and children while flattening 
residential zones to the ground. 

A spokesman for the Palestinian 
health ministry said the occupation 
regime was committing new 
massacres in the Gaza Strip 
immediately after the end of the truce. 

The Gaza government media office 
said the international community, 
led by the United States, bears 
responsibility for the Israeli crimes 
after giving it the green light to 
continue the war without showing 
any regard to the laws of war and 
international and humanitarian laws.

Experts believe the Israeli 
occupation would not have been 
allowed to resume its devastating 
attacks against Gaza without a 
«greenlight» from Washington. The 
same greenlight with which the United 
States allowed the regime to start the 
war on the Gaza Strip. 

The Israeli regime resumed its 
aggression on the besieged Gaza Strip 
while U.S. Secretary of State Tony 
Blinken was still in Israel. Blinken, 
whose boasting of his Jewish heritage 
enraged several regional leaders in 
the first days of Israeli aggression, 
stated that Washington is backing Tel 
Aviv’s war on Gaza.

One day after the war on Gaza 

began, U.S. President Joe Biden was 
in Tel Aviv encouraging the Zionist 
regime to wage war on the tiny 
coastal enclave. 

«I am a Zionist,» Biden proudly 
declared in Tel Aviv, pledging his 
unwavering support for the Israeli war 
on Palestinian women and children. 

The American and Zionist 
politicians and generals who had 
gathered in a Tel Aviv hotel nodded 
in approval, as Israeli bombs were 
“mowing the grass” against civilian 
sites in the Gaza Strip. 

Aaron David Miller, a former Middle 
East negotiator who served six 
secretaries of state in both Democratic 
and Republican administrations, 
pointed out that “Biden’s connection 
to (the Israeli occupation) is deeply 
engrained in his political DNA.”

The Gaza government office added 
that the Palestinian people have the 
right to defend themselves by all 
means to achieve their freedom and 
independence.

As reports surfaced that the Israeli 
occupation had violated the ceasefire 
by bombing Gaza, there were instant 
reports of dozens of civilians killed. 

Within hours, that number changed 
to scores of civilians, and throughout 
the day, the figure increased. 

The Palestinian health ministry 
has said 40 percent of the more than 
15,000 people that the Israeli army has 
killed in Gaza were children (more than 
6,000). It is a death toll that seems 
acceptable to the regime’s staunchest 
ally, the United States. 

Qatar, which played a pivotal role 
in the temporary truce between the 
Israeli occupation and Hamas, said 
mediation efforts to extend the seven-
day ceasefire had been complicated by 
the Israeli bombing of Gaza.  

The Qatari foreign ministry called 
on the international community “to 
move quickly to stop the violence” and 
the “humanitarian catastrophe”.

“Qatar expresses its deep regret 
at the resumption of the Israeli 
aggression against the Gaza Strip 
following the end of the humanitarian 
pause, without reaching an agreement 
to extend it,” it said.

The ministry added it was 
committed, along with other parties, 
to continue efforts to return the 
calm, and condemned “all forms of 
targeting civilians, the practice of 
collective punishment, and attempts 
to forcibly displace citizens of the 
besieged Gaza Strip”. 

The resumption of airstrikes 
has reportedly killed a number of 
ambulance crew near al-Shifa Medical 
Complex in Gaza City.

The occupation regime also 
launched raids near the Kuwaiti 
Hospital in Rafah, southern Gaza, and 
artillery shells fell on the roof of Kamal 
Adwan Hospital in the northern Gaza 
Strip. One Israeli missile struck 50 
meters from the biggest functioning 
hospital in the territory, according to 
James Elder, a UNICEF spokesperson 
who was inside the building.

In a post on social media, Elder 
said, “The health system here is 
overwhelmed. This hospital simply 
cannot take more children with the 
wounds of war.”

“We cannot see more children... 
with the burns, with the shrapnel 
littering their body, with the broken 
bones. Inaction by those with 
influence is allowing the killing of 
children. This is a war on children.”

The UN’s children’s agency, 
UNICEF, has called the failure to halt 
the war on Gaza “an approval of the 
killing of children”.

The Israeli Air Force has dropped 
leaflets in the southern Gazan city of 
Khan Younis ordering its residents to 
leave the now very densely populated 
area and travel to so-called shelters 
in the Rafah area. 

“We have warned you,” the leaflets 
said with total disregard to the rules 
of war that forbid the practice of 
forcibly displacing people. 

The Israeli military had already 
forcibly transferred the residents of 
northern Gaza to the south, warning 
them that they would only find a safe 
haven there. 

It is now doing the same to the 
residents of the south, warning them 
to move (under heavy bombardment) 
to the border with Egypt. 

In the previous warnings and 
the current one, the Israeli air force 
bombed the north and the south. 

11 Palestinian civilians, including five 
children, have been reportedly killed 
after Israeli bombs landed near Rafah, 
where the regime has now ordered 
Palestinians to travel towards.

UN bodies have warned it is 
impossible for Gaza’s 2.3 million 
population to seek alleged shelter 
at small areas in what is already 
the most densely populated 
territory on the planet. 

As the cruel regime continued 
its aggression against the civilians 
on Friday, reports suggested Israeli 
warplanes had launched a series of 
raids on south of the Strip.

The regime  also attacked the 
Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza 
City, bombed areas northwest of Gaza 
City and the Jabalia refugee camp. 

Israeli war planes targeted the 
al-Taqwa Mosque in the Sheikh 
Radwan neighborhood.

Among other sites, Israeli missiles 
also landed north of Nuseirat in 
central Gaza.

Palestinian media reported that 
the Israeli raids killed Abdullah 
Darwish?, a photojournalist, thereby 
bringing to 71 the number of 
journalists killed in any combat zone 
around the world in history. 

The truce entered into force on 
November 24 last month and began 
for a period of four days. It was 
extended twice, first for two days 
and then for one day. 

Despite Qatari efforts, the Israeli 
bombings with the backing of the 
Biden administration have made it 
impossible for the week-old truce to 
be extended for a third time.

The United Nations has described 
the development as “catastrophic”.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said, “I deeply regret that 
military operations have started 
again in Gaza”.  

During the temporary truce, 
seven rounds of exchanges, which 
involved Israeli captives and 
Palestinian prisoners, took place 
between the resistance in Gaza and 
the Israeli occupation.

As part of the terms of the truce, 
which stipulates the release of three 
Palestinian prisoners from the 
Israeli prisons in exchange for every 
Israeli captive held by the Hamas 
resistance movement and the entry 
of critically needed humanitarian 
aid into Gaza, there was an option to 
extend the ceasefire. 

According to Egyptian security and 
aid sources, humanitarian supplies 
and fuel intended for Gaza has been 
stopped at the Rafah crossing.



TEHRAN – After some six 
decades, scaffolding will be taken 
down from the face of the Jameh 
Mosque of Qazvin, which is one of 
the oldest Islamic structures in 
Iran. 

Deputy tourism minister Ali 
Darabi has issued a directive for 
the removal while adhering to 
preservation and restoration 
guidelines, Mehr reported on 
Friday. 

The official issued an order for 
the removal of these supports 
during his visit to the mosque and 
upon hearing explanations from 
the provincial tourism chief.

The scaffolding was installed 
by Italian restorers some 60 years 
ago to establish firm access to the 
monument.  

Narratives say that the mosque 
was originally built on the site 
of a Sassanid fire temple. It was 
subsequently developed and 
expanded over different periods.

According to experts, removing 
these scaffolds will not pose any 
problem to the structure, Darabi 
said. 

“This mosque originally dates 
back to the 2nd century A.H. but 

reached its pinnacle during the 
Seljuk and Safavid eras.” 

Moreover, the official reminded 
the attendees of minstrel plans 
to submit a dossier on historical 
mosques to UNESCO for possible 
registration on the World Heritage 
list. 

“This dossier embraces 24 
mosques from 15 provinces and 
it includes the Jameh Mosque of 
Qazvin,” he stated.

Better known as the Masjid-
e-Jameh Atiq, the mosque was 
originally built on the site of 

a Sassanid fire temple. It was 
subsequently developed and 
expanded over several different 
periods.

According to Archnet, the 
mosque’s construction was first 
ordered in 807 (192 AH) by the 
Abbasid Caliph Harun Al-Rashid. 
Under the Seljuk leaders (1038-
1194), two iwans were added to 
its north. After a renovation in 
the eleventh century, the twelfth 
century saw the construction of 
the main prayer hall, a dome, a 
courtyard, and a religious school. 

Under the Safavids (1501-1732), 
the southern and western iwans 
and arcades were added, and 
the Qajar period (1779-1924) 
witnessed a major renovation and 
expansion.

The mosque follows the four-
iwan typology; each iwan is 
centered on a large courtyard with 
a central fountain. This courtyard 
is one of the largest mosque 
courts in Iran, measuring nearly 
four thousand square meters. Its 
two main prayer halls are located 
along the north and south sides 
of the court. Two narrow arcade 
halls, five meters wide, run along 
the east and west.

The brick monument is clad with 
decorative tiles and inscriptions in 
some areas. The main prayer hall 
is the most ornamented part of 
the mosque. Both its mihrab and 
minbar are made of stone, and 
the upper part of the walls are 
ornamented with different floral 
patterns and small polychrome 
tiles.

In Islamic countries, the term 
Jameh mosque is referred to 
as a vast center for community 
worship and Friday prayer 
services.

TEHRAN – Ardabil province in northwest 
Iran is set to diversify its rural tourism by 
adding new destinations.  

“We in close collaboration with the Housing 
Foundation of Islamic Revolution are pursuing 
a plan to identify villages having treasured 
texture and tourist attractions,” the deputy 
provincial tourism chief said. 

“So far, we have shortlisted 15 villages 
bearing considerable potential for rural 
tourism,” Yahya Qabelnajar said. 

“Creating infrastructures and providing 
the necessary conditions for tourism is our 
other goal of identifying these villages,” the 
official said.

With a population of 1.28 million and 
comprising 12 counties, the province is 

a significant destination for domestic 
and international tourists due to its 
natural, historical, religious, and economic 
attractions.

Situated on a high, windswept plateau, 
Ardabil is well known for having abundant 
natural beauty, hospitable people, and its 
silk and carpet trade tradition. It is also 
home to UNESCO-registered Sheikh Safi 
al-Din Khanegah and the Shrine Ensemble. 
It is freezing in winter and mild in summer, 
attracting thousands every year.

Ardabil, the provincial capital, has been 
selected as the 2023 ECO Tourism Capital by 
the Economic Cooperation Organization.

Home to thousands of charming villages, 
Iran perfectly suits the tastes of many 

domestic and even international travelers 
who seek unique experiences in nature and 
unspoiled landscapes, stay in authentic 
accommodation, and feel the local way of life.

Tourists may stay at a rural or nomadic 
place or enjoy an independent holiday and 
help them with their daily lives. It also 
opens up the possibility of feeling the rustic, 
agricultural, traditional, artistic, and cultural 
habits of which the magical know-how is 
passed down from generation to generation. 

The label may help highlight qualified 
villages for their commitment to innovation 
and sustainability in all its aspects —
economic, social, and environmental —and a 
focus on developing tourism in line with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

TEHRAN – Gilan Rural 
Heritage Museum has completed 
restoration on 16 collages and 
traditional buildings located 
within the vast touristic site in 

northern Iran. 

“16 traditional structures 
inside the Gilan Rural Heritage 
Museum have recently been 
restored with a budget of 30 
billion rials ($60,000),” the 
provincial tourism director Vali 
Jahani said.

Jahani emphasized the 
continuous need for the 
maintenance and reconstruction 
of museum houses, stating:

“Gilan Rural Heritage Museum 
is one of the unique collections 
in the province and even the 
entire country. Preserving and 
protecting it is a collective 
responsibility.”

Highlighting the government 
funding as insufficient for all 
restoration needs, the official 

said: “Thus, we call upon all 
philanthropists and enthusiasts 
in the field of cultural heritage to 
contribute to the refurbishment 
of the museum, ensuring this 
valuable heritage is safeguarded 
for future generations.” 

Covering an area of 45 
hectares within the Saravan 
Forest Park, 18 km south of 
Rasht (2km off the Qazvin 
highway), the open-air museum 
strives to represent traditional, 
cultural, architectural, and 
anthropological areas of the lush 
green province.

Visitors will be acquainted 
with the traditional lifestyle of 
Gilak families, their traditions, 
authentic local clothing, food, 
handicraft souvenirs, and 
musical instruments.

Sophisticated Rasht, capital of 
Gilan province, has long been a 
weekend escape for residents of 
Tehran who are looking to sample 
the famous local cuisine and 
hoping for some pluvial action – 
it’s the largest, and wettest town 
in the northern region. Gilan 
is divided into a coastal plain, 
including the large delta of Sefid 
Rud and adjacent parts of the 
Alborz mountain range.

The historical Gilan region was 
within the sphere of influence 
of the successive Achaemenian, 
Seleucid, Parthian, and Sasanian 
empires that ruled Iran until the 
7th century CE. The subsequent 
Arab conquest of Iran led to the 
rise of many local dynasties, and 
Gilan acquired an independent 
status that continued until 1567.

TEHRAN – The UNESCO-designated Takht-e 
Soleyman, which was once a prime fire temple of 
the Zoroastrian faith in ancient Persia, intends to 
hire several multilingual tour guides to help enrich 
visits made by foreign nationals. 

The flourish of tourism in Takht-e Soleyman 
adds to its international fame on the one hand, 
and [indirectly] benefits local communities on the 
other, West Azarbaijan’s tourism chief said.

Morteza Safavi emphasized the resumption 
of research and restoration work in Takht-e 
Soleiman and hiring tourist guides fluent in 
foreign languages in this complex.

Since the beginning of this [Iranian calendar] 
year, about 500 foreign travelers have visited the 
World Heritage site. 

“Every foreign traveler is a [goodwill] ambassador 
to introduce this collection in his city and country.” 

He also said:” The management of this complex 
should be accompanied by a change of attitude and 
with the fundamental measures of this complex, it 
should return to its dynamic and prosperous days 
before the Corona epidemic.

Situated in Takab county, Takht-e Soleyman, 
which literary means “the throne of Solomon” is 
now a major travel destination for domestic and 
foreign travelers who want, even for minutes, to 
experience its peaceful atmosphere.

The sanctuary reveals architectural 
achievements of outstanding universal values, 
which, from artistic, religious, mythical, and 
historical points of view, emerge from the synergy 
of a man-made and spectacular natural setting.

Ancient Iranians established the ensemble in a 
geologically anomalous location where the base of 
the temple complex sits on an oval mound roughly 
350 by 550 meters.

The ceremonial complex encompasses a lake 
roughly 80 by 120 meters and a Sassanid-era 
Zoroastrian temple complex dedicated to Anahita, 
an ancient goddess of fertility, parts of which were 
rebuilt in the 13th century during the Ilkhanid era.

In the 13th century, Takht-e Soleyman became 
a summer retreat for the Mongol Ilkhanid khans. 
The remnants of their hunting palace are now 
covered with a discordant modern roof forming a 
storeroom (often locked) for amphorae, unlabeled 
column fragments, photos, and a couple of 
ceramic sections of those ancient gas pipes.

According to the Britannica Encyclopedia, 
its surrounding landscape was probably first 
inhabited sometime in the 1st millennium BC. 
Some construction on the mound itself dates from 
the early Achaemenian dynasty (559–330 BC), and 
there are traces of settlement activity from the 
Parthian period.

Archaeologists in Pakistan have 
unearthed an extremely rare hoard of 
copper coins, thought to be more than 
2,000 years old, from the ruins of a 
Buddhist shrine built at the even more 
ancient site of Mohenjo-Daro.

The coins and shrine — known as a 
stupa — are thought to date from the 
time of the Kushan Empire, a mainly 
Buddhist polity that ruled the region 
from about the second century BC until 
the third century CE, and conquered the 
Greco-Bactrian kingdom established in 
Central Asia by Alexander the Great.

The shrine sits among the vast ruins at 
Mohenjo-Daro in what is now southeast 
Pakistan, which date to around 2600 BC 
and are from the ancient Indus Valley 
or Harappan civilization — one of the 
oldest civilizations in the world.

“The stupa was built on the top of 
deserted ruins of Mohenjo-Daro after 
its decline [around] 1,600 years later,” 

archaeologist and guide Sheikh Javed 
Ali Sindhi told Live Science.

Sindhi was part of the team that 
unearthed the coin hoard at Mohenjo-
Daro earlier this month during a 
salvage excavation at the site when 
a wall collapsed. The work was led by 
Syed Shakir Shah, who is the director of 
archaeology at the Mohenjo Daro site.

The coins will now be carefully 
cleaned at an archaeological laboratory, 
Sindhi said.

The newfound coins are colored 
green because copper corrodes when 
exposed to air. Centuries of corrosion 
have also fused the coins into a single 
lump that weighs about 12 pounds (5.5 
kilograms).

But a few coins have been found 
separately. The fused hoard probably 
consisted of between 1,000 and 1,500 
individual coins, Sindhi said.

Some of the outer coins of the fused 
hoard depict a standing figure, which 
the researchers think is probably a 
depiction of a Kushan king, he said.

The coins are the first artifacts unearthed 
at the stupa’s ruins since 1931, when British 
archaeologist Ernest MacKay unearthed 
more than 1,000 copper coins there, Sindhi 
said. Other coins were discovered at the 
stupa in the 1920s.

These earlier discoveries feature 
similar depictions of a standing figure 
on one side, while the other side 
sometimes depicts the Hindu god Shiva 
— Buddhism originated in Hindu beliefs 
— and other symbols, Sindhi said.

Mohenjo-Daro — its name may 
mean “mound of the dead” in the local 
Sindhi language — was abandoned 
by about 1800 BC, along with other 
larger cities of the ancient Indus 
Valley Civilization.

(Source: Live Science)

Archaeological Site of Carthage

Carthage was founded in the 9th century BC on 
the Gulf of Tunis. From the 6th century onwards, 
it developed into a great trading empire covering 
much of the Mediterranean and was home to a 
brilliant civilization. In the course of the long Punic 
wars, Carthage occupied territories belonging to 
Rome, which finally destroyed its rival in 146 BC. A 
second – Roman – Carthage was then established 
on the ruins of the first.

Founded by the Phoenicians, Carthage is an 
extensive archaeological site, the UNESCO-
registered property has played a central role in 
Antiquity as a great commercial empire. During 
the lengthy Punic wars, Carthage occupied the 
territories that belonged to Rome, which then 
destroyed its rival in 146 AD.  The town was rebuilt 
by the Romans on the ruins of the ancient city.

Exceptional place of mixing, diffusion and 
blossoming of several cultures that succeeded one 
another (Phoenico-Punic, Roman, Paleochristian and 
Arab), this metropolis and its ports have encouraged 
wide-scale exchanges in the Mediterranean. 
Founded at the end of the 9th century BC by Elyssa-
Dido and having sheltered the mythical love of 
Dido and Aeneas, Carthage produced a warrior 
and strategy genius in the person of Hannibal, 

the navigator-explorer Hannon, and a famous 
agronomist, Magon. Carthage has always nourished 
universal imagination through its historic and 
literary renown.

The property comprises the vestiges of Punic, 
Roman, Vandal, Paleochristian and Arab presence. 
The major known components of the site of 
Carthage are the acropolis of Byrsa, the Punic 
ports, the Punic tophet, the necropolises, theatre, 
amphitheatre, circus, residential area, basilicas, 
the Antonin baths, Malaga cisterns and the 
archaeological reserve.

Integrity 
Although its integrity has been partially altered 

by uncontrolled urban sprawl during the first 
half of the 20th century, the site of Carthage 
has essentially retained the elements that 
characterize the antique town: urban network, 
meeting place (forum), recreation (theatre), 
leisure (baths), worship (temples), residential 
area, etc. The conservation of the site guarantees 
the maintenance of the intact character of the 
structures.  However, it continues to face strong 
urban pressure that has, for the most part, been 
contained thanks to the national listing of the 
Carthage-Sidi Bou-Said Park.

(Source: UNESCO) 
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Email: n.khorasani@msc.ir
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Note:
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TEHRAN –Iran has been ranked 75 among 
185 countries by the United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

UNCTAD has categorized 17 types of tech-
nologies as frontier technologies including 
artificial intelligence, Internet of Things, big 
data, 5G, 3D printing, robotics, drone tech-
nology, solar photovoltaic, concentrated solar 
power, biofuels, biogas and biomass, wind en-
ergy, green hydrogen, electric vehicles, nano-
technology and gene editing.

The global trend in the next few years will be 
knowledge-oriented, and education is consid-
ered a key element to promote innovation and 
alignment with trends, especially concerning 
rapid developments in the field of information 
technology.

In this report, the structure of the Readiness 
for Frontiers Technologies Index, the compari-
son of countries’ performance at both global 

and regional levels, and Iran’s position in the 
Readiness for Frontier Technologies Index have 
been prepared in three parts in 2022.

The Readiness for Frontiers Technologies In-
dex ranks countries in the world according to 
their ability to use, adopt, and adapt frontier 
technologies.

In this index, technological capacities re-
lated to physical investment, human capital, 
and technological efforts are considered and 
include national capacities to exploit, accept, 
and adapt to these technologies.

The aforementioned capacities, taking into 
account the five sub-indices of the development 
of information and communication technology, 
the number of Internet users and download 
speed (skills), the expected academic years of 
highly educated workers (research and devel-
opment activities (number of publications and 
patents), industrial activity with High technol-
ogy and export of digital services and access to 
financing are measured by the ratio of domestic 
credit to the private sector.

According to this report, Iran ranks 75th among 
158 countries in the index of readiness for ad-
vanced technologies in 2022, compared to Turkey 
(ranked 53), and Saudi Arabia (ranked 47).

Examining the sub-indices of readiness 
for frontier technologies in 2022 shows that 
Iran’s situation is relatively better in the re-
search and development sub-index (35th in 
the world) and relatively worse in the indus-
trial activities sub-index (118th in the world).

In other sub-indexes such as financial sub-
sidies (rank 62), skills sub-index (rank 74), and 
in the sub-index of the establishment of infor-
mation and communication technology (rank 
78), the country has almost a middle position 
among countries.

In the research and development sub-index, 
although Iran’s rank has improved by 5 places, 
its growth has been insignificant and it has 
reached the 40th rank in the world in 2008 to 
the 35th rank in 2022.

In the sub-index of the establishment of in-
formation and communication technology, Iran 
ranks 10th in West Asia and 78th in the world.

The trend of Iran’s rank in this sub-index de-
creased from 2008 to 2015; it dropped from the 
104th rank in 2008 to the 126th rank in 2015.

But since 2016, Iran’s ranking in this sub-in-
dex has improved and it has been promoted 
from 126th in the world in 2008 to 78th in 2022.

In the sub-index of skills, Iran ranks 8th in 
West Asia and 74th in the world.

The trend of Iran’s ranking in this sub-index 
has improved from 104th in the world in 2008 
to 74th rank in 2021.

In the research and development sub-index, 
Iran ranks fifth in West Asia and 35th in the 
world.

In the industrial activity sub-index, Iran ranks 
12th in West Asia and 108th in the world. It has 
slightly improved from 132nd in 2008 to 118th 
in 2022.

TEHRAN –Oman is willing to collaborate 
with the Islamic Republic of Iran to deal with 
drug and human trafficking, and other mari-
time crimes as well.

Brigadier General Hamed bin Abdullah bin 
Ahmed Al Balushi, the deputy chief of staff of 
Oman’s Armed Forces, made the remarks in 
a meeting with Brigadier General Ahmad-Ali 
Goudarzi, commander of Iran’s Border Guards, 
in Tehran on Wednesday, IRNA reported.

The Omani official went on to say that drug 
traffickers are a big concern for all countries. 
The police and the Coast Guard of Oman have 
maintained an active presence in the regional 
waters, working ceaselessly to prevent drug 
trafficking. Oman also appreciates Iran’s ef-
forts in the fight against drug trafficking.

Drug trafficking is often undertaken 
through international waters, which must be 
dealt with immediately, he added.

Voicing his country’s readiness to cooper-
ate with Iran, Al Balushi stated Oman is ready 
to take any joint action with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to fight drug and human traf-
ficking as well as other maritime crimes.

Goudarzi, for his part, said the border co-
operation between Iran and Oman has been 
always desirable.

Emphasizing the need for more interaction 
between the border guards of the two coun-
tries, he added: “Many countries in the world 
owe a debt to the Islamic Republic of Iran for 
the fight against drug trafficking.”

Iran has some 8,755 kilometers of shared 
border with 15 neighboring countries, which 
has caused problems for the country.

Goudarzi highlighted favorable border inter-
action between the two countries has resulted 
in the least occurrence of border crimes.

The Persian Gulf and the Oman Sea are 
important for the countries of the region in 
terms of security. Thus, Iran will fight hard 
against drug traffickers and will prevent 
them from entering the region, he stated.

Iran in cooperation with neighboring coun-
tries can provide security in joint waterways 
and deal with drug trafficking and terrorism 
at sea, he added.

Goudarzi stressed that holding joint naval 
drills by Iran, Pakistan, and Oman will ensure 
the common security of the sea borders.

Border cooperation will lead to border co-
ordination, the exchange of information. It 
will also ensure border security and lead to 
more successful tackling of drug and human 
trafficking and maritime crimes than ever 
before, he concluded.

Regional, global cooperation

In a meeting in Tehran with Rear Admiral 
Imtiaz Ali, the director general of the Paki-
stan Maritime Security Agency, on November 
21, Goudarzi said the security of the Persian 
Gulf and the Oman Sea is of great importance 
to the regional countries.

He added that more than four thousand 
people have been martyred and some 12 

thousand wounded in the fight against drug 
smuggling.

He went on to say that so far Iran has dis-
covered more than 500 tons of narcotics in 
the current Iranian calendar year (started 
March 21). Over 15 tons of narcotic drugs 
have been discovered in the Sea of Oman.

To prevent drug trafficking, and illegal 
fishing, and ensure the safety of fishermen 
in the sea, the control of the sea borders 
should be enhanced by the two countries; 
joint patrols and maneuvers should be held, 
too, Goudarzi said.

Imtiaz Ali, for his part, said, “Fortunately, 
the sea borders of the two countries are calm 
and this is the result of coordination and un-
derstanding between the two countries.

Emphasizing the need to increase coopera-
tion toward the management of sea borders, 
he said the Persian Gulf is of vital impor-
tance to the world that needs security. “So, 
we must secure stability in the region so that 
people can have a better life.”

Drug trafficking constitutes an important 
problem for Pakistan. “Our country is strong-
ly against it and strictly deals with those en-
gaged in drug smuggling,” he added.

On October 8, Iran anti-narcotics police 
chief, Iraj Kakavand, in a meeting with the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) representative in Tehran, Alexander 
Fedulov, called it essential to support Iran in 
the fight against drug trafficking

During the meeting, Fedulov said the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has always been committed to 
a serious and decisive fight against narcotics 
at the regional and global level, IRIB reported.

Iran has spent a huge sum of money fighting 
the war on drugs, and apart from that, many 
anti-narcotics forces have sacrificed their lives 
in this way. The high number of martyrs and 
injured shows Iran’s serious determination to 
deal with this scourge, the UN official added.

“Considering the fact that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is at the forefront of the fight 
against drug trafficking, the UNODC and the 
international community support of Iran 
should be proportionate to the activities and 
actions at the regional and global level.”

He stated since new smuggling routes and 
concealment methods are emerging, it is 
necessary for the anti-narcotics police to be 
equipped with new detection equipment and 
tools. Needless to say, the UNODC in Tehran 
plays a prominent role in providing some of 
these tools.

Kakavand, for his part, highlighted the 
need to promote regional cooperation and 
said, “The Anti-Narcotics Police of Iran has 
always announced its readiness to collab-
orate and improve cooperation with all the 
countries in the region and the world to 
eradicate narcotics.”

Holding meetings with the anti-narcot-
ics police of Pakistan and Afghanistan in 
the form of a tripartite initiative in previous 
years is a strong proof of this claim, he noted.

  From page 1   innovate, mon-
itor the implementation of poli-
cies and services, and hold pro-
viders accountable.

In this regard, Iran has made 
comprehensive efforts to end 
this epidemic. What has been 
done so far to end the AIDS ep-
idemic, has not deviated or re-
treated even due to the Covid-19 
epidemic.

But communities are being 
held back in their leadership. 
Funding shortages, policy and 
regulatory hurdles, capacity con-
straints, and crackdowns on civil 
society and on the human rights 
of marginalized communities, 
are obstructing the progress of 
HIV prevention and treatment 
services.

If these obstacles are removed, 
community-led organizations 
can add even greater impetus to 
the global HIV response, advanc-
ing progress toward the end of 
AIDS.

The global HIV/AIDS epi-
demic, through its devastating 

scale and impact, constitutes 
a global emergency and one of 
the most formidable challeng-
es to human life. It weakens so-
cial and economic growth world-
wide affecting national, social, 
family, and individual levels of 
the society.

Millions of people have died of 
Aids and millions become infect-
ed with the HIV virus yearly.

According to the United Na-
tions, in 2021, 38.4 million people 
in the world were living with the 
HIV virus.

Also, 1.5 million people came 
down with the virus, and some 
650,000 people, including 
110,000 children and teenag-
ers, died of AIDS-related ill-
nesses.

Since the beginning of the AIDS 
epidemic, 84.2 million people 
have been infected with the virus 
and 40.1 million people have died 
of AIDS-related causes.

According to the report of the 
Ministry of Health, some 23,902 
persons have so far become HIV 
positive, 18,326 of them have re-
ceived healthcare services and 
some 17,377 people are under 
treatment.

Although 81 percent of people 
living with HIV are men and 19 
percent are women, the pattern 
of transmission and the per-
centage of men and women have 
changed in recent years.

Out of all the identified and 
reported cases in the first 
quarter of the current Irani-
an year (started March 21), 26 
percent of registered cases are 
women and 74 percent of them 
are men.

According to this report, 55 
percent of all identified cases at 
the time of diagnosis were in the 
age group of 25 to 39, and 75 per-
cent were in the age group of 20 
to 45; the age transition pattern 
has not changed in recent years.

It is estimated that 46,145 
people in the country are suf-
fering from AIDS. The main 
causes of the disease regard-
ing all the registered cas-
es in the country since 1365 
(March 1986-March 1987) are, 
respectively, drug injection 
(56 percent), sexual contact 
transmission (26 percent), 
and transmission from mother 
to child (1.7 percent).

The route of transmission in 
16.3 percent of patients remains 
unclear and 0.2 percent of the 
cases were related to blood and 
blood products in the years be-
fore the implementation of the 
policy of 100 percent purification 
of healthy blood by the Blood 
Transfusion Organization.

In the year 1401 (ended March 
20), drug injection accounted for 
16 percent of infections, while 
sexual relations accounted for 
57 percent, and mother-to-child 
transmission accounted for 1 
percent.

In 26 percent of cases, the 
possible way of infection was 
explained. However, there 
were no new cases of infection 
through blood and blood prod-
ucts.

According to the Health Minis-
try, access to all prevention and 
treatment services, including 
diagnostic tests, medicine, pre-
vention services, harm reduction 
services, mental health care, and 
specialized diagnostic labora-
tories are available to these pa-
tients.
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System to be set up for 
monitoring, forecasting 
agricultural drought 

A system will be launched to monitor, forecast and report the ag-
ricultural lands being hit by drought, Amir Qaderi, an official with 
Disaster Management Organization has announced.Over a meet-
ing of a special working group for addressing drought and risks 
threatening agricultural sector, a plan for establishing a system for 
monitoring and forecasting agricultural drought in the country was 
approved and submitted to the Disaster Management Organization 
for review, he explained.“Following the study of other countries’ ex-
periences and existing global methods, the necessity of establish-
ing a domestic system to recognize the lands prone to agricultural 
drought was emphasized,” he noted. 

سامانه پایش و پیش‌بینی خشکسالی کشاورزی 
ایران ایجاد می‌شود

ایجاد  از  کشور  بحران  مدیریت  سازمان  بازتوانی  و  بازسازی  امور  معاون 
سامانه پایش و پیش‌بینی خشکسالی کشاورزی ایران خبر داد.

به گزارش پایگاه اطلاع رسانی سازمان مدیریت بحران کشور، امیر قادری 
روز یکشنبه با اعلام این خبر گفت: طرح ایجاد سامانه پایش و پیش‌بینی 
خشکسالی کشاورزی ایران طی جلسه‌ای با حضور مدیران و کارشناسان 

سازمان مدیریت بحران و وزارت جهاد کشاورزی بررسی شد.
وی ادامه داد: پس از بررسی تجارب داخلی و روش‌های موجود جهانی، 
کشاورزی  خشکسالی  پیش‌بینی  و  پایش  بومی  نمونه  استقرار  ضرورت 
مورد تأکید قرار گرفت و با مشارکت مراکز پژوهشی سازمان هواشناسی 
کشور و پژوهشکده حفاظت خاک و آبخیزداری طرح ایجاد سامانه پایش و 

پیش‌بینی خشکسالی کشاورزی ایران پیشنهاد شد.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

World AIDS Day: let communities lead

Iran ranks 75 in technology and innovation: UNCTAD
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Earthquake drill held in schools
The 25th earthquake preparedness drill was held in schools across the country on Wednes-

day.

A total of 740 earthquakes have been recorded nationwide over the past calendar month 
which ended on November 21.
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TEHRAN-Four short films 
from Iran won awards at the 
2nd Youality International Short 
Film Festival, which was held in 
Chantilly, France, last week.

Among the main winners of the 
festival, announced on November 
25, were three films from Iran 
including “Najan” written and 
directed by Mohammad Mahdi 
Bagheri and “Doll” by Rahele 
Karami, and “Old Flags of Peace” 
by Mojtaba Saadat, ILNA reported 
on Wednesday.

Winning the Best Poetic Film 
award, “Najan” is a 15-minute 
flick about a deaf boy named 
Najan. His cunning brother leads 
him into the woods. Najan agrees 
to take out his hearing aid to 
make an important wish by a tree 
that his brother claims can make 
them come true. 

“Doll” won the award for the 
Best Woman Film at the festival. 
It is about a child worker who 
tries to sell her flowers.

Receiving the Best Peace 
Production award, “Old Flags 
of Peace” has a story about the 
devastating consequences of war 
on human life.

In addition, “First Date” 
directed by Mohammad Amir 
Jalali received an honorable 
mention from the French 
event. 

Youality International Short 
Film Festival is an annual short 
film festival based in France 

aiming to discover international 
filmmaking talents and make 
a network of filmmakers all 
over the world. The festival 
supports short films of general 
categories.

Focusing on poetic filmmaking, 
Youality tries to extend a new 
approach of introducing beautiful 
minds of filmmaking talents all 
over the world. It also seeks to 
support women filmmakers in a 
special regard.

TEHRAN-A group exhibition of paintings 
and sculptures titled “Small Works, Great 
Artists” opened at Liam Gallery in Tehran on 
Friday.

On Show are artworks by 55 prominent 
veteran painters and sculptors who are 

known both inside Iran and abroad.

Aydin Aghdashloo, Reza Bangiz, Jazeh 
Tabatabai, Sadegh Tabrizi, Sohrab Sepehri, 
Ali Akbar Sadeghi, Nasser Ovissi, Jalal 
Shabahangi, Behjat Sadr, Hossein Mahjoobi, 
Manouchehr Niazi, Farideh Lashai, Kambiz 

Derambakhsh, and Ardeshir Mohassess 
are among the artists whose works are 
showcased at the exhibit.

The artworks will remain on display 
through December 12 at the gallery located at 
No. 118, West Fathi Shaghaghi St., Salmas Sq.

Works by eight artists from Gaza and 
over 200 drawings by Palestinian children 
exploring cultural identity and colonial 
resistance are now available for museums 
in the United States and Europe to borrow 
through a new loan program. 

According to Hyperallergic online arts 
magazine, the initiative was launched by 
the Palestine Museum US in Connecticut, 
whose director and founder Faisal Saleh is 
originally from Ramallah, where his family 
fled after being displaced from their village 
of Salamah near Jaffa during the 1948 
Nakba.

“The scale of what’s happened and 
continues to happen in Gaza is unprecedented 
and the world is shocked by that,” Saleh told 
Hyperallergic, referencing Israel’s deadly 
airstrikes on the region following Hamas’s 
October 7 attack. “Many people are asking 
their institutions to speak up and not be 
silent, so we think this program is very 
timely for any organization that would like 
to engage with a Gaza topic from an artistic 
point of view.”

The program features works by artists 
currently based in Gaza, such as Mohammed 
Alhaj, whose work calls attention to themes of 
Palestinian displacement and resistance, and 
Motaz Naim, who primarily paints Palestinian 
rural landscapes and farming villages. The 
initiative also includes work by Mohamed 
Harb, who uses color in his paintings of Gaza 
to inject life and energy into the gray reality 
of living under Israeli occupation.

Saleh told Hyperallergic that Harb lost his 
sister Luisa and her family in Israeli airstrikes. 

In October, Saleh also lost contact with 
Gaza artists Heba Zagout and Mohammed 
Sami, who were both reported killed by the 
bombardment.

Since Hamas militants killed approximately 
1,200 Israelis and took more than 200 
hostages on October 7, the Israel military’s 
retaliatory bombardment, multi-scaled 
siege, and ground invasion of the Gaza Strip 
have killed more than 14,800 Palestinians, 
including about 6,000 children, according to 
the Government Media Office (GMO). In the 
West Bank, Israeli soldiers and settlers have 
killed 230 Palestinians, including 56 children 
since October 7.

The Palestine Museum US is also 
offering museums the opportunity to 
loan approximately 200 drawings created 
between 2008 and 2009 by children in Gaza. 
The pieces, which illustrate the experience 

of living under occupation, gained attention 
in 2011 when they were slated to be included 
in the exhibition “A Child’s View from Gaza” 
at the Museum of Children’s Art in Oakland, 
California, before the institution backed out 
of the exhibition due to pressure from local 
pro-Israel organizations. 

“Showing people artwork, besides what 
they see on TV, and creating a human 
connection between the artists and the 
people that are looking at the art — it 
gives an opportunity for people to see 
something about the people in Gaza and 
who they are, what their work looks like, 
and to engage in conversations about it,” 
Saleh said.

In recent weeks, institutions including the 
Guggenheim Museum, the American Museum 
of Natural History, the Whitney Museum of 
American Art, and the Queens Museum in 
New York have all been subject to criticism 
and public protests by staff members and 
outside demonstrators. 

“People are looking for a response. They’re 
looking for a stance, for some reaction and 
empathy, and they’re not seeing it,” Saleh 
said.

“We’re trying to give a channel for that 
empathy, so we’re hoping that some of the 
institutions will take us up on that offer,” 
Saleh continued. “It would go a long way.”

Dozens of Palestinians have been killed 
since Israel resumed attacks on Gaza after 
expiration of truce on Friday morning. More 
than 15,000 Palestinians have been killed in 
Gaza since October 7.

TEHRAN-A new detective novel by the 
Belgian writer Georges Simenon featuring 
his character detective Jules Maigret has 
been published in Persian.

“Maigret and the Dosser” is the name of 
the new title in the ‘Neqab’ (mask) series 
of Jahan-e Ketab Publishing House, which 
has been translated by Abbas Agahi, Mehr 
reported.

The French title was first published in 
1963. In the story, Maigret investigates the 
circumstances when a homeless tramp 
is recovered from the Seine, after being 
attacked and badly wounded. 

The tramp, identified as François Keller, 
proves to be a former doctor. He was rescued 
by Jef van Houtte, a Belgian barge owner, and 
whilst in hospital, refuses to talk. But Maigret 
suspects that Keller knows his attacker and 
is keeping quiet for a good reason. He also 
believes that the Belgian is not telling him 

the whole story.

Georges Simenon (1903-1989) was most 
famous for his fictional detective Jules 
Maigret. One of the most popular authors 
of the 20th century, he published around 
400 novels, 21 volumes of memoirs and 
many short stories, selling over 500 million 
copies.

Between 1931 and 1972, 75 novels and 28 
short stories about Maigret were published. 
With the creation of Maigret, Simenon 
renewed the detective novel-genre. The 
novels and stories have been translated into 
more than 50 languages. The Maigret stories 
have also received numerous film, television 
and radio adaptations.

The character of Maigret was influenced 
by Chief Inspector Marcel Guillaume (1872-
1963), said to be the greatest French 
detective of his day, who became a long-time 
friend of Simenon. 

Abbas Agahi, 83, is a prominent 
translator of French literature. A graduate 
of Paris-Sorbonne University, he has 
translated over 80 books, mainly works 
of detective fiction, which is a subgenre of 
crime fiction and mystery fiction in which 
an investigator or a detective investigates 
a crime, often murder.

The veteran translated has rendered 
works by various authors into Persian, 
including George Simenon, Frederic 
Dard, Michel Bussi, Olivier Norek, Jean-
Christophe Grangé, Fred Vargas, Stanislas-
Andre Steeman, Pierre Boileau and Thomas 
Narcejac among others.

Neqab series of Jahan-e Ketab Publishing 
House is a rich collection of more than 
100 books in the genres of crime, thriller 
and mystery. Although most of the works 
are from French literature, there are 
translations from English and German 
literature as well.

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati

Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Moghadasi Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES

G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

One sincere friend is better than a hundred false friends.

Imam Ali (AS)
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An acrylic on canvas painting by Mohammed Alhaj 
titled “Transition” (undated)

Exhibition of small works by great artists  
opens at Liam Gallery

New initiative invites museums to borrow work by 
Palestinian artists

DECEMBER 2, 2023

TEHRAN-The play “Terminal 3” written by 
Swedish playwright, novelist and poet Lars 
Norén and directed by Saman Rafiei is currently 
on stage at Mehregan Theater in Tehran.

Mojdeh Foroughi, Mohammad-Javad 
Hashamipour, Mehdi Golzar, Hoda Qanavati, and 
Hamid Bahoush perform in the play, which will 
run through December 5.

“Terminal 3” takes place in the outpatient 
clinic of a hospital: A young couple is waiting for 
a doctor, the woman is nearing the term of her 
pregnancy, the delivery is due any moment now. 
While the man is looking forward to the baby, the 
woman has her doubts, of herself, her present 
life, their relationship.

Nearby sits an elderly couple, they have to 
identify a body, most likely their 20-year-old son. 
Although the couples don’t talk to each other, 
there is something strangely familiar in their 
presence, as if they had known each other for a 
long time already. 

Neither couple are sure that they are in the 
right place but for the older couple the waiting 

room feels oddly familiar.
As they wait, their anxiety grows and tempers 

fray. The older couple, we learn, are separated, 
while the younger couple appear to be on the 
verge of splitting up, just as their son is born.

With shades of Beckett and Pinter, Norén 
uses language to disorientate his audience. The 
characters leave sentences hanging, repeat 
phrases and fall into silence – what is unspoken 
is as important as what is said. As the couples 
watch each other suspiciously, their dialogues 
begin to overlap and echo each other.

“Terminal 3” is a slow burn of a play, 
deliberately unsettling and unexpectedly tender. 
Norén’s haunting drama explores ordinary lives 
and the “dark places” within us all.

Lars Norén (1944–2021) was regarded as one 
of Sweden’s finest dramatists. His plays are 
realistic and often revolve around family and 
personal relations, either among people who 
are impoverished and rooted at the bottom of 
society, or people who live in material comfort 
but emotional insecurity.

TEHRAN- Terrence Malick’s 2011 drama fantasy 
“The Tree of Life” will be shown at the Cine Club of 
Sahne Abi Cultural and Artistic Center in Tehran 
on Saturday.

After the film screening at 6 p.m., it will be 
followed by a review session at the center, 
Honaronline reported.

The film chronicles the origins and meaning of 
life by way of a man’s early life memories of his 
family living in 1950s Texas, interspersed with 
imagery of the origins of the known universe and 
the inception of life on Earth.

Its main cast includes Brad Pitt, Sean Penn, 
Hunter McCracken, Laramie Eppler, Jessica 
Chastain, and Tye Sheridan.

“The Tree of Life” premiered in competition 
at the 2011 Cannes Film Festival, where it was 

awarded the Palme d’Or. It ranked number one 
on review aggregator Metacritic’s “Film Critic Top 
Ten List of 2011”. It has since been ranked by some 
publications as one of the greatest films of the 
2010s, of the 21st century, or of all time.

The film screening at Sahne Abi Center is part 
of the program “The Magic World of Terrence 
Malick,” which is dedicated to the showing and 
review of six movies directed by him.

In the past weeks, four films by the American 
filmmaker have been shown at the center 
including “Badlands” (1973), “Days of Heaven” 
(1978), “The Thin Red Line” (1998), and “The New 
World” (2005).

Sahne Abi Cultural and Artistic Center is 
located at No. 1595, Valiasr St., after Taleqani 
junction.

Mehregan Theater hosting Lars Norén’s 
“Terminal 3”

Sahne Abi Cine Club to show Terrence 
Malick’s “Tree of Life” 
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Four awards for Iran at French 
short film festival

Another detective novel by Georges Simenon  
hits bookstores


	Page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

