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Demonstrators take pan.‘ inan Emergency /?a//y Stand with Palestinians UnderS/ege in Gaza," at Harvard Un/verS/ty in Cambridge, Massachusetts US, October 14, 2023

Iran says Zionists established UK support for the war on Gaza
medieval inquisition courts in

21st century U.S.

TEHRAN- Iran has denounced the Zionist lobbies in the
U.S. for initiating a campaign of disinformation at college

campuses to restrict free speech under the guise of

combating anti-Semitism.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry’s spokesperson, Nasser

Kanaani, said in a post on X on Sunday that pro-Israel
organizations have established “medieval inquisition

courts” in America in the twenty-first century to conceal
the Israeli regime’s extermination of Palestinians in the

Gaza Strip.

“The exertion of pressure by the U.S. Congress to oust
the presidents of several prominent universities in the

country on charges of spreading anti-Semitism, which
followed the expansion of protests by the students

of these universities against the massacre of the
defenseless people of Palestine, unmistakably reveals

that the Zionist lobbies in America have set up medieval
inquisition courts in the 21st-century America to censor

the crimes of the Israeli apartheid regime in Gaza,”

Kanaani noted. » Page 3

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- Campaigners and anti-war advocates in the
UK have condemned the British government’s military
and intelligence support for the devastating Israeli war on
Gaza and its war crimes in the besieged enclave.

Calls have been made for the International Criminal
Court (ICC) to question the roles of British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak, Home Secretary James Cleverly, and Defense
Secretary Grant Shapps over this support.

On October 13, Britain announced it was deploying
military assets to the eastern Mediterranean to “support”
the Israeli regime as it bombarded Gaza.

This involved naval patrol and surveillance aircraft
whose duties included searching for any transfer of
weapons to the Palestinian resistance. A Royal Navy task
group was also deployed to the eastern Mediterranean.

The military package also includes two warships, three
helicopters and special forces who are “on standby to
deliver practical support to Israel”.

The UK has a large air base in Akrotiri, Cyprus, 370

kilometers from Gaza, where seven British Typhoon
warplanes are stationed. » Page 5

Europe will pay the cost for
another time

BY Dr. Jin Liangxiang

The latest round of the Palestine-Israel conflict will
continue for some time, which will also expectedly produce
long-term negative implications. While none of the parties in
the world will benefit from the disaster, European countries
will particularly pay a higher price for the ongoing conflict.
Though well aware of the mistaken nature of US. policies,
European countries have blindly followed U S. policies.
History was telling and will likely repeat.

There have been numerous cases that European countries
have paid prices for the mistakes of the USS. policy in the last
two decades. The first such case should be the Iran nuclear
issue. European countries used to be one of the most

important economic partners of Iran before 2012, if not the
most, and Iran was a very important market for European

products. Iranians preferred German electronics and autos
to these types of products from other countries. But due to

US. illegal sanctions on Iran, European companies gradually
withdrew from the Iranian market and finally paid the cost
of losing the market. Today, there is a very modest economic
presence of European countries in Iran. » Page 5

gathering
inthe Land
of the Red Dragon

By Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati
Managing Director

The fifth World Media Summit took place in
the Nansha district of Guangzhou, the central
province of Guangdong, China, from December
1 to 6. Themed “Boosting Global Confidence,
Promoting Media Development”, the event
brought together 450 media practitioners
from around the world, representing nearly
170 media outlets. This gathering provided a
valuable opportunity for media experts from
140 countries to engage in dialogue and dis-
cuss various issues related to the agenda. It
also served as a platform for increased famil-
iarity and collaboration among media outlets
worldwide. This event had several unique ap-
proaches and significant impacts on global
media relations, some of which | will briefly
highlight in this note.

1. An opportunity to enhance media inte-
gration and coordination:

The topics presented by experts and me-
dia managers in the World Media Summit
were carefully chosen to thoroughly exam-
ine the challenges faced by the media from
a global perspective » Page 8

Syria resistance
thwarted U.S., Israeli
schemes, crushed
Takfiri groups: Raisi

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si has noted that terrorist-Takfiri groups
were vanquished and U.S. and Israeli
schemes were prevented by Syria’s resist-
ance.

Raisi made the remarks in a meeting with
visiting Syrian Prime Minister Hussein Ar-
nous in Tehran on Saturday.

“The enmity of the U.S. and Zionist regime
towards Syria was rooted in resistance of the
Syrian government and nation and the de-
feat of their plots, particularly regarding the
collapse of the terrorist-Takfiri groups,” the
Iranian president stated.

He went on to say that despite a lack of
air and sea troops, Palestinian resistance
groups had disgraced Israel and its primary
partner, the United States, over the last 60
days.

Except for the massacre of innocent wom-
en and children, the Israeli regime failed to
fulfill any of its aims, he said.

“If it were not for the intelligence, military,
security, financial and media assistance of
the US,, the Zionist regime would have col-
lapsed by now,” Raisi underlined. » Page 2

Iranian scholars shine
at Intl. Social Robotics
Conference

TEHRAN -The researchers of the Sharif
University of Technology won first place in the
15th International Social Robotics Conference
(ICSR) 2023.

ICSR 2023 took place in Doha, Qatar, as a
face-to-face conference on December 3-7,
IRIB reported.

This was the first time that the conference
was hosted in West Asia and North Africa
region.

Professors and researchers in social
robotics fields from 20 countries including
Iran, America, Canada, Japan, England,
Switzerland, Germany, Spain, Qatar, Italy,
Australia, Singapore, the Netherlands,
France, South Korea, and some other
countries participated in the prestigious
conference. » Page 7

@ IRNA/ Asghar Khamseh

Iran integrates Karrar
Drones into Army’s Air
Defense Force

TEHRAN - Iran has achieved a pivotal
milestone with the successful integration
of home-grown Karrar drones, equipped
with air-to-air Majid missiles, into its
(a= Ammy’s Air Defense Force.
~ The unveiling ceremony for these

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
' took place at the Khatam Al-Anbia
m Air Defense Academy in Tehran on
=2 Sunday, attended by a distinguished
- group of military commanders and
officials.

Major General Seyyed Abdolrahim
® Mousavi, the Commander of the

. |slamic Republic of Iran’'s Army, led

i the event and emphasized that this
development represents “another
stage [in the process] of upgrading
the power of the Islamic Republic of
=58 |ran Air Defense Force” » Page 3

Qatari delegation
visits Iranian products
exhibition

TEHRAN- The Qatari delegation, that has
traveled to Iran to attend the ninth meeting of the
Iran-Qatar Joint Economic Committee, visited an
exhibition of Iranian products on Sunday.

The Qatari delegates got familiar with
the Iranian producers’ capabilities in the
mentioned exhibition, which is being held on
the sidelines of the joint committee meeting,

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the
ninth Iran-Qatar Joint Economic Committee
meeting in Tehran on Saturday, the head of
the International Affairs Department of the
[ranian Energy Ministry, said Tehran and Doha
are determined to increase the two countries’
annual trade to $1.0 billion.

Mojtaba Akbari said neighborhood-based
diplomacy is one of the important principles
of the administration of President Ebrahim
Raisi. » Page &
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The signing of six cooperation
documents between Iran and Syria

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In a commentary, Kayhan discussed the press
conference of the first vice president of Iran and
the prime minister of Syria and wrote: According to
Mohammad Mokhber, six cooperation documents
of free trade between the two countries in areas of
tourism, museum, media, sports and library were
signed. He pointed to the important achievements
of the negotiations of this trip, which is the agree-
ment on the establishment of regular shipping and
the development of transportation between the
two countries. Upon the signing of the free trade
agreement between the two countries, the trade
tariff between the two countries became zero. Also,
an agreement was reached regarding the use of
national currencies in bilateral economic interac-
tions and de-dollarization, as well as the creation
of joint free zones. During this trip, the two goals of
following up on agreements and understandings
and signing new cooperation agreements are on
the agenda. With these agreements and joint co-
operation, the interests of the two countries and
the nations will be realized. For this purpose, joint
economic committees have been formed between
the two countries, with Iran seeking to implement
these agreements as quickly as possible. And the
results will definitely benefit the two nations of
Iran and Syria.

Iran: The horizon of $8 billion Tehran-Moscow
trade

In an analysis, the Iran newspaper discussed the
prosperity in the export of Iranian goods to Rus-
sia and said: Some foreign media and enemies are
trying to destroy any success of Iran in the inter-
national field and by blackening it, they will instill
in the people, economic activists and businessmen
that Iran’s economy has nothing to say in the world.
These media say that Iran has not been able to es-
tablish presence in the Russian market and the
businessmen of China and Turkey have surround-
ed the market of this sanctioned country. Since
the 13th government of Iran started its activity,
the trade relations between Iran and Russia have
changed. Fortunately, the relations between the two
countries have become friendly and Russia is not as
strict with Iran as it is with countries like Turkey and
China, and this helps businessmen to enter the Rus-
sian market with more peace of mind. The goalis to
reach $8 billion dollars in trade between Iran and
Russia in the short term. Also, the connection of the
Rasht railway to a Caspian port will definitely have
a significant impact on the development of Iran’s

trade relations with the Russian Federation and the
volume of goods transit.

Hamshahri: Raising hopes for integration

In an article, Hamshahri dealt with the issue of
the Iranian president’s trip to Russia and said: Two
intensive one-day business trips of the presidents
of ranand Russia, in the midst of a global crisis, are
of particular importance in the diplomatic move-
ments of the world. By reminding the successful
experience of cooperation in the region, Raisi pro-
posed some initiatives. It was decided that the
two sides coordinate in «goals and action». The
coordination of Iran and Russia regarding the war
in Gaza, both in terms of goals and actions, will be
the brightest part of this initiative. The coordina-
tion that the two countries have experienced well
before in the Syrian war and was rightly reminded
by the President of Iran to the President of Russia.
Whether Tehran and Moscow, after this successful
joint experience, can undertake a new initiative in
the humanitarian crisis of the Gaza war, is a ques-
tion that some data makes its answer close to
positive. In particular, Amir Abdollahian discussed
these initiatives with the resistance leaders in
separate phone conversations immediately after
returning from Russia.

Siasat-e-Rooz: What is the fuss about?

Siasat-e-Rooz devoted its editorial to the new
sanctions against Iran by the UK and wrote: In con-
tinuation of its anti-Iranian actions, the UK added
five Iranian officials to its list of sanctions under
the pretext of human rights. The claims about
Iran’s role in Yemeni attacks on Zionist ships in the
Red Sea and the imposition of sanctions against
Iran are an aspect of this projection, which is try-
ing to hide the defeat of the Zionists and its sup-
porters against a small group called Ansarullah.
Also, by accusing Iran, they pretend that Iran is in
a battle with a great power. Another dimension of
this rowdyism is the British and American actions
accompanied by Grossi, who repeated false claims
against Iran’s nuclear program. Therefore, the in-
tensification of the anti-Iranian movements of the
British is not derived from their power, but from
their internal and global crisis. They seek to man-
age this situation by interfering in the affairs of
other countries and creating an inflammatory at-
mosphere against others. They want to reduce the
rapid collapse of the royal system ruling England
and also the decline of the Zionist regime.

Raisi calls America most important
supporter of killing women, children in Gaza

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has
called America “the most important supporter of
the killing of women and children in Gaza””

President Raisi, in a tweet on Sunday evening,
reacted to the U.S. veto of the UAE-drafted res-
olution which called for an immediate ceasefire
in the Gaza Strip.

“While the world demands an end to Zionist
war crimes in Palestine, the US’s veto of the
UNSC ceasefire resolution proves it is the root
of this war & crimes, and it's fueling Israel’'s
mass killing machine. It is the main supporter
of the massacre of innocent Gazan women &
children,” the statement read.

The United States vetoed the resolution backed
by almost all other Council members. The US.
move took place as the UN chief called the situa-
tion in Gaza a “humanitarian nightmare.’

Thirteen Security Council members voted in favor
of a brief draft resolution, put forward by the United
Arab Emirates, while the United Kingdom abstained.

The vote came after UN Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres made a rare move on Wednes-
day to formally wam the 15-member Council of
a threat to global peace and security from the
two-month-long war in the Gaza Strip.

In the wake of the US. administration’s stance
regarding the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, Robert
Wood, deputy U.S. ambassador to the UN, said, “We
do not support calls for an immediate ceasefire.
This would only plant the seeds for the next war””

The USS. veto once more proved Washington is an
accomplice to Tel Aviv's war crimes, genocide, and
war against humanity in the Gaza Strip.

It is the second time since the beginning of the
Gaza war that the US. has vetoed a resolution,
aligning itself with Israel. The USS. claims a cease-
fire would help Hamas to rearm and keep hold of
its 138 hostages in the Strip.

OnOct. 18,a day after the bombardment of Al-Ahli
hospital in northemn Gaza by the Israeli army, the U.S.
alone also blocked a similar resolution calling for a
ceasefire presented by Brazil. It argued that the text
did not mention “Israel’s right to self-defense”

Syria resistance thwarted U.S,, Israeli
schemes, crushed Takfiri groups: Raisi

From page 1 » He said that Iran’s
position for the last 43 years on the
fraudulent and criminal nature of the
regime has been validated by the tre-
mendous outrage and animosity that
the world public has shown toward
Israel and its allies.

The president of Iran stressed that
the Palestinian resistance movement,
Hamas, has extended its frontiers
beyond the region to the entire world
through its operation against Israel,
dubbed as Operation Al-Agsa Storm.

“We have no doubt that just as
the nations of Iraq, Syria, Yemen and
Lebanon achieved victory against the
United States and its allies, the Pales-
tinian people will also emerge victori-
ous in this battle,” Raisi averred.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Rai-
si emphasized the strategic and
long-standing ties between Tehran
and Damascus as well as the signifi-
cance of expediting the implementa-
tion of bilateral accords.

He stated that Iran and Syria had
great potential for broadening their
bilateral cooperation in the political,
economic, and commercial spheres.

He expressed hope that the two
countries will swiftly implement mea-
sures to realize such potential.

For his part, the prime minister
of Syria called the present trip to
Tehran a watershed event for the
strategic relationship between the
two countries.

Armous pointed out that the
agreements Tehran and Damas-

\
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Syrian PM Arnous (R) meets
security chief Ahmadian

Parliament speaker Ghalibaf

cus inked during his visit, especial-
ly in the areas of banking, energy,
commerce, tourism, and finance
demonstrated their commitment to
advancing their collaboration.

On October 7, Israel started a deadly
war on Gaza after the territory’s Pal-
estinian resistance groups launched a
surprise retaliation strike against the
occupying regime.

Since then, the regime has killed
almost 17,700 people in Gaza, the vast
majority of them are women and chil-
dren. More than 48,000 individuals
have also been injured.

‘Cooperation with resistance axis
should be extended to economic levels’

In @ meeting with Amous on Sun-
day, Ali Akbar Ahmadian, the secre-
tary of Iran’s Supreme National Se-
curity Council, expressed hope that
the axis of resistance can improve
and expand the level of their cooper-
ation in the economic fields appro-

priately just like the unique coopera-
tion and coordination at the political,
defense, and security levels.

Foe his part, Amous said that the co-
hesion and unity of the resistance front
doomed the plot of the U.S. and the Zi-
onist regime to destroy Gaza, displace
its people and wipe out the resistance.

Iran, Syria discuss ways to develop ties

In a meeting between Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, the speaker of Iran’s
Parliament, and Amous on Saturday,
they reviewed ways to augment ties
especially in the economic and com-
mercial fields.

Iran and Syria have close and fra-
ternal ties, according to Ghalibaf,
who also expressed hope that the
arrival of a delegation from the Syr-
ian government led by Armous will
improve ties on all fronts.

Noting the significance of the
agreements made during the visit of
the Syrian government delegation, he

added, “Opportunities must be taken
advantage of to enhance economic
and trade cooperation.”

Amous, for his part, emphasized
the significance of implementing
trade and economic agreements in
order to realize the shared interests of
the two friendly nations and peoples.

He also cited the significant meet-
ings he had during his current visit
with the First Vice President of Iran
as well as the fruitful meetings and
discussions the Syrian delegation had
with Iranian counterparts.

He also said, “During the past few
months, after the visit of the Iranian
president to Syria, we were able to
push many issues between the two
countries more quickly.”

The meeting was attended by the
accompanying delegation, the Syrian
Ambassador to Iran, Shafik Dayoub,
and the Iranian Ambassador in Da-
mascus, Ali Akbari.

Iran says Zionists established medieval inquisition courts in 21st century U.S.

From page 1 » It occurred only days after the
presidents of three of the country’s most famous
colleges faced a barrage of criticism for refut-
ing to acknowledge that calls for intifada, which
translates to uprising, constitute bullying or ha-
rassment and are punishable.

Amid demonstrations against Israel's war in
Gaza, Harvard President Claudine Gay, University
of Pennsylvania President Liz Magill, and Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology President Sally
Kombluth were questioned for hours on Tuesday
by the U.S. House Education Committee regarding
anti-Semitism on their campuses.

During the debate, they repeatedly denounced
anti-Semitism and vowed to do more to combat
it, yet the New York Republican Rep. Elise Stefanik
went further than that, pushing them to clarify
their positions on calls for the “genocide of Jews,’
making a reference to calls for “intifada” against
the Israeli regime’s atrocities against Palestinians.

They can be heard repeatedly stating that it is
a “context-dependent decision” and that it de-
pends “whether the speech turns into conduct” in
a three-minute video of Stefanik and the three Ivy
League presidents that went viral.

After donors threatened to withhold a $100
million donation due to the pro-Palestinian ac-
tivities taking place on campus, and as pressure
mounted on them for failing to denounce calls
for the “genocide of Jews,” which many observers
said were nonexistent at university campuses,
Magill finally resigned on Saturday.

Her departure served as a catalyst for pressure
from more than 70 members of Congress to fire
the other two presidents and force Harvard and
MIT to follow suit.

“One down. Two to go,” Stefanik said in a state-
ment on Saturday. “This is only the very beginning
of addressing the pervasive rot of anti-Semitism
that has destroyed the most ‘prestigious’ higher
education institutions in America. This forced res-
ignation of the president of Penn is the bare mini-
mum of what is required”

On October 7, Israel started a deadly war on
Gaza after the territory’s Palestinian resistance
group, Hamas, launched a surprise retaliation
strike against the occupying regime, codenamed
Operation Al-Agsa Storm.

Since then, the regime has killed almost 17,700
people in Gaza, the vast majority of them are
women and children. More than 48,000 individu-
als have also been injured.

Meanwhile, since the onset of the Gaza con-
flict, several Israeli officials, including the re-
gime's prime minister, have either publicly
advocated for or pledged to commit genocide
against Palestinians.

Netanyahu used the biblical allusion to “Ama-
lek” last month to defend the slaughter of Gazan
citizens. Amichai Eliyahu, the Israeli “heritage”
minister, has declared that dropping a nuclear
weapon on Gaza remains a possibility.

Additionally, on Friday, Aryeh Yitzhak King, the
deputy mayor of occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem),
demanded that the Israeli army bury hundreds
of Palestinian citizens who had been arrested in
Gaza alive. This is just one more instance of how
Israeli officials have been advocating for the ex-
termination of Muslims.

Tehran responds to sanctions imposed on
Iranian citizens by U.S., UK, and Canada

In a statement released on Sunday, Kanaani

strongly condemned the “groundless and inter-
fering” move by the governments of the US,, the
UK and Canada to impose new sanctions on a
number of Iranian nationals.

He stated that Iran retains the right to respond
to the sanctions with proportionate and recipro-
cal measures.

He went on to add, “The countries with a dark
record of colonialism and systematic violation
of human rights, including the brazen violation
of rights of minorities, migrants and natives in
their own territories and also across the world,
resort to such biased and theatrical measures
(sanctions on Iran) to divert the attention of the
world’s public opinion from their own anti-hu-
man actions in providing full-fledged supports
for the child-murdering Zionist regime’s an-
ti-human crimes.”

He asserted that by applying various norms to
different countries, the West is seriously harming
the principles and ideals of human rights.

Kanaani also maintained that the so-called hu-
man rights advocates are in no position to discuss
or evaluate the state of human rights in other
nations because they were directly involved in the
war crimes and horrific massacre of thousands of
women and children in Gaza by the Zionist regime,
for which they have received widespread discredit.

“The governments of the US,, the UK and Can-
ada must be held accountable for complicity in
crimes considering their age-old and constant
supports for the Israeli regime and the overt po-
litical, military, intelligence and media backing
for the war crimes the (Zionist) regime has com-
mitted in Gaza during the past two months,” the
spokesman highlighted.

Iran new ambassador to Malaysia begins mission

TEHRAN- Iran’s new Ambassador

to Malaysia, Valiollah Mohamma-
di-Nasrabadi, met on Sunday with
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian in Tehran ahead of his depar-
ture to Malaysia.

Amir Abdollahian discussed the
importance of Malaysia in the world
of Islam and in the East Asian region
during the meeting.

The senior Iranian diplomat urged
Mohammadi-Nasrabadi to work on
strengthening Tehran’s connections

with Kuala Lumpur in the fields
of research, technology, tourism,
health, and agriculture.

The foreign minister emphasized
the significance of offering appropri-
ate consular services to Iranian na-
tionals who reside in Malaysia.

Mohammadi-Nasrabadi has al-
ready acted as Iran’s chargé d'affaires
in South Africa and Iran's ambassador
to Indonesia, Ghana and Togo.

In addition, he held several posi-
tions in the Iranian Foreign Ministry

and was a member of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Iran FM advocates for deepening
cultural, economic connections with
Afghanistan

Iran calls for more effective measures to halt Israeli attacks against Gaza

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, in a letter to

ing the need for a ceasefire and efforts
to make it stable, as well as stopping the

foreign minister also called fo more
effective measures and steps to be
taken in order to halt the Israeli war

dulkadir Imam, the Secretary General
of D-8 Organization, for his unwavering

fied stance on the ongoing humanitarian
challenges in the region.

Prior to his arrival in Afghani-
stan, Iran’s new consul general in
Mazar-e-Sharif, Hamidreza Ahmadi,
met on Sunday with Amir Abdollahi-
an in Tehran.

The necessity of fostering bilateral
economic and cultural cooperation
with Afghanistan has been underlined
by Amir Abdollahian.

Ahmadi has worked at the Iranian
Foreign Ministry’s embassies in the
Ivory Coast, Dublin, and Belgrade,
holding a number of positions.

ry actions taken by the D-8 Organization
in solidarity with the Palestinian people.

killing of civilians in Gaza and respecting
international humanitarian law.

support for the people of Gaza.

In a separate letter, Hossein Amir Ab-
dollahian warmly commended the joint
statement issued during the latest D-8
Commission session. This statement
notably exemplified unwavering support
for the people of Gaza, reflecting a uni-

the high representative of the European
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy, called for more effective mea-
sures in the face of the ongoing Israeli
war crimes in the Gaza Strip.

The letter underscored Iran’s endorse-
ment of D-8's strategies designed to as-
sist the Palestinians, along with applying
diplomatic pressure on the occupying
regime to permanently halt attacks on
Gaza, lift the enduring siege, and bring
an end to decades of occupation.

The foreign minister also lauded the
Secretary-General's endeavors in or-
chestrating the organization’s initiatives
aimed at upholding the rights of the Pal-
estinian people.

The top Iranian diplomat reiterated the
full support of Iran for the complementa-

crimes and lift the blockade of the Pal-
estinian enclave.

Amir Abdollahian lauds D-8's advo-
cacy for Palestinian rights

Iran’s foreign minister has also con-
veyed his appreciation to Isiaka Ab-

He also commended Borell's stance
on sending aid to the homeless Gazans,
and his condemnation of the violence by
Zionist settlers in the West Bank.

In his letter to Borrell, the Iranian

In his letter, Amir Abdollahian praised
Josep Borrell’s recent positions regard-



Iran is interested in negotiations but
not of the same type as the JCOPA

143

By Ardalan Mohammadzadeh

TEHRAN- Despite the failure of
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCOPA) in securing Tehranss
interests, Iran is open to negotiations
but in a way different than in the past.

The 2015 Iran deal was inked in
July 2015 between Iran and the five
permanent members of the UN
Security Council- the United States,
Russia, China, Britain, and France-
along with Germany.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian, in a meeting on
Saturday, expressed concerns
over the diminishing effectiveness

Iran’s progress has sent a
message to the West

Although numerous restrictions
were imposed on Iran, it kept moving
on the path of development in various
fields, sending a message to the
West that with or without the JCOPA,
Iran would be on the right track of
progress and development.

Iran’s military, scientific, medical,
and economic progress have given
Tehran the upper hand in any
probable negotiations.

Bearing in mind how the
West treated the JCOPA, Iranian
officials will consider Tehran's

of the JCOPA.

He further noted that Iran will not
remain ensnared within the tight
tunnels of JCOPA forever.

Explaining the flaws and benefits
of the JCOPA, the minister stated
that if it secures Iran’s interests,
despite its imperfections, Tehran
“will utilize it

According to Amir Abdollahian,
foreign and domestic policies can
be shaped through adherence to
principles and respect for red lines.

The head of the Iranian diplomacy
apparatus emphasized, “We will not
compromise on our red lines.”

I[ran may welcome negotiations,
but only if the JCPOA aligns with
Tehrams interests.

JCOPA still efficient?

Since the beginning of formal
negotiations over the JCOPA in
2013, the Iranian people have been
worried about the agreement
since it was centered around

imposing restrictions on Iran’s
critical nuclear facilities.

Under the JCPOA, Iran agreed to
eliminate its stockpile of medium-
enriched uranium, cut its stockpile
of low-enriched uranium by 98%,
and reduce by about two-thirds the
number of its gas centrifuges for
13 years. For the next 15 years, Iran
agreed to enrich uranium only up to
3.67%. It also agreed not to build any
new heavy-water facilities for the
same period of time.

The agreement>s negative impact
on the Iranian people>s minds,
coupled with the US. withdrawal
from the agreement during Donald
Trumpss presidency in May 2018,
made everyone hesitant about the
terms of the agreement. These
terms included receiving relief from
nuclear-related sanctions imposed
by the US., European Union, and
United Nations Security Council.

After the US. exit from the
agreement, the Instrument in

Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX)
as a FEuropean special-purpose
vehicle (SPV) was established on 31
January 2019 with the mission to
facilitate non-USD and non-SWIFT
transactions with Iran to avoid
breaking U.S. sanctions.

Five EU nations including Belgium,
Denmark, Netherlands, Finland, and
Sweden declared in a joint statement
on 29 November 2019 that they
would join the INSTEX mechanism for
trade with Iran.

INSTEX, without much gain to Iran,
was terminated later on March 2023
by European countries.

The Wests failure to fulfill its
commitments, along with the
escalating limitations on Iranss
military industries, the imposition of
more sanctions, and the negligible
impact of the JCPOA on Irams
economy, rendered the agreement
ineffective. It seems that the last nail
in the coffin of the agreement has
been hammered.

current capabilities for possible
negotiations with the West.

In a nutshell despite the
unsuccessful outcome of the JCOPA,
Iran has clearly stated that the
country’sredlines are non-negotiable.

Thanks to the years-long
experience of the West in its Iran
policy, it can be clearly stated that the
maximum pressure policy no longer
works toward Iran. The West knows
that neither sanctions nor threats can
derail Iran from its path.

Director-general of the
International ~ Atomic  Energy
Agency Rafael Grossi, in his recent
talk to the Wall Street Journal,
called for the “recreation of a
system of dialogue with Iran.”

He further urged nations to “sit
down and re-engage”

“We're not asking for people to put
pressure on Iran but to engage with
us,” Grossi said, voicing the failure
of the pressure policy in the face of
Iran’s nuclear plans.

Swedish national appears in Tehran court on charges of espionage

TEHRAN- The first hearing session for Johan
Henrik Niels Flodros was held on Sunday at Branch
26 of the Revolutionary Court of Tehran.

The hearing was held under the chairmanship of
Judge Afshari.

The judge announced that Flodros, his lawyers,
and an official translator were also present in the
meeting.

He invited the prosecutor’s representative
to read the indictment issued by the Tehran
Prosecutor’s Office.

“| have been granted permission by the judges
of Branch 26 of the Revolutionary Court of Tehran
to read out the indictment against Johan Henrik
Nils Flodros, a Swedish citizen. Mr. Flodros has
been charged with corruption on Earth, posing a
significant threat to the security of the country, and

engaging in extensive intelligence cooperation with
the Zionist regime,” stated the representative.

He said that according to the report of the
Ministry of Intelligence and the documents
obtained, an investigation has been conducted and
the defendant’s statements indicate that he was in
contact with the Zionist regime.

“Flodros has had a vast connection with
agents and elements of the European Union and
representatives related to the MEK terrorist group,’
the representative added.

As per the representative, Flodros was acting
under the disguise of humanitarian projects with
the guidance of Israeli agents.

According to the representative’s statement,

Flodros is accused of committing an offense that is
documented in Article 286 of the Islamic Penal Code

and Article 6 of the Law on Countering the Hostile
Actions of the Zionist Regime. Therefore, based on
the available evidence, he is facing punishment.

After the statements of the representative of
the prosecutor, the judge announced the end of the
session and said, “The time of the next session will
be announced later”

Parliament approves cooperation bill with Russia

TEHRAN - The parliament in
Iran has approved the details
of a bill outlining cooperation in
the field of information security
between Iran and Russia.

In an open session on Sunday,
the parliament’s National Security
and Foreign Policy Committee’s
report on the bill was presented,
with its generalities gaining
approval, garmering 180 votes in
favor and 27 against.

The  bill  encompasses an
introduction, 9 articles, and an
appendix, granting permission for the
exchange of documents between the
governments of Iran and Russia in the
realm of information security.

During  deliberations,  Abolfazl
Amouei, spokesman for the Iranian
parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee, highlighted
the emerging cyber threats globally
and emphasized that the bill and
cooperation  with  Russia  offer
solutions to counteract these threats.

Representing  Tehran in the
parliament, he underscored the
multifaceted nature of Iran-Russia
relations, urging their enhancement.
Previous agreements have spanned
cultural, transit, goods, and other
sectors, with a call for diversification
into information security cooperation.

Addressing  concerns  about
potential changes to the bill, another
MP emphasized that information

security covers economic, social, and
general security aspects, predicting
that the bill would contribute to
economic, political, social, and
informational development.

Thebillalsofaced scrutinyregarding
its specification of cooperation types
and potential conflicts with existing
laws. Responding to concemns,
Abdolreza Mesri, Spokesman for
the Iranian Parliament’s presiding
board, clarified that the agreement
prohibits either party from disclosing
information  without the other's
permission.

The government representative
defended the bill, citing the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution’s announced
policies on defense self-sufficiency

and security.

Negotiations on the agreement
commenced in 2018, considering
various aspects of the country's
information and security.

Stressing compliance with Iranian
lawsandeconomicand socialinterests,
the representative highlighted the
potential for deepening practical and
security relations between Iran and
Russiain the field of cyber information.

As the bill clears this parliamentary
hurdle, observers anticipate it will
strengthen the strategic direction
of Iran-Russia relations in the realm
of information security. The final
implementation awaits the voting of
parliamentarians in subsequent stages.

Iran integrates Karrar Drones into Army’s Air Defense Force

Frome Page 1 » He highlighted the
groundbreaking nature of this advancement,
underscoring its significance for the nation’s
defense capabilities.

Addressing the attendees, Major General
Mousavi acknowledged the collaboration
between the Iranian Army’s scientists and the
Ministry of Industry, Mine, and Trade, as well
as knowledge-based cores. He emphasized
that strengthening defense capabilities across
land, sea, and air borders is a fundamental
principle for the Army.

During the ceremony, Major General Mousavi
also took the opportunity to address the
resilience of Gaza against the unjust actions
of the Zionist regime, emphasizing the need
to strengthen various components of national
power to counter external threats.

Speaking at the ceremony, Brigadier General
Alireza Sabahifard, the Commander of the

Iranian Army’s Air Defense Force, also described
the Karrar drone as “a great achievement made
by our country’s youth.” Proudly announcing the
successful deployment of these guided dronesin
multiple air defense regions, he highlighted their
demonstrated effectiveness in recent exercises.

General Sabahifard underscored the Army’s
strategic focus on enhancing drone capabilities.
He emphasized the economic advantage of
unmanned aircraft, stating that they are
incomparable to manned ones in terms of price.
The commander highlighted the Karrar drones’

ability to perform operations equivalent to
manned aircraft at a much lower cost.

The Karrar drones, armed with Majid missiles,
have demonstrated exceptional capabilities in
tracking, interception, and the destruction of
hostile aircraft.

Remarkably, these capabilities come at
a substantially lower cost compared to
traditional manned fighter planes. These
drones showcased their operational prowess
during a large-scale drone drill conducted by
the Islamic Republic of Iran Army in October.

In recent years, Iranian military experts
and engineers have achieved notable
breakthroughs in manufacturing a wide range
of indigenous equipment, rendering the armed
forces self-sufficient. The consensus among
military experts is that Iran has emerged as a
major drone power, surpassing even some of
the world’s leading nations in this domain.

Bologna add
Sardar Azmoun
to transfer wishlist

TEHRAN - Bologna are said to have expressed
interest in Roma striker Sardar Azmoun on loan
from Bayer Leverkusen.

According to La Gazzetta dello Sport, Bologna
intend to to make a mid-season investment
in the offensive department and among the
various names that have been talked about
(McGuire from Orlando City, Pavlidis from AZ
Alkmaar and Martinez from Benfica) there
would also be that of Sardar Azmoun from
Roma, currently on loan from Bayer Leverkusen
until the end of the season.

Roma, however, seem intent on keeping
Azmoun in the Italian capital: the attacker is
meeting Jose Mourinho’s expectations and
continues to make his impact felt as an effective
substitute off the bench.

Iran volleyball
coach candidates
finalized

TEHRAN - Vahid Moradi, caretaker of the Iran
Volleyball Federation, said that the federation
has finalized a shortlist of three candidates for
the National Team.

Roberto Piazza, Vladimir Alekno, and Saeid
Marouf are the final candidates for taking charge
of Team Melli.

Alekno has previously headed Iran in the 2020
Olympic Games, where Team Melli finished in
ninth place.

Piazza currently leads the Netherlands and
Marouf is former captain of Iran national team.

“We will select the head coach of the national
team before the end of January. We have
negotiated with more than 15 coaches and
finally, we chose three final candidates for the
job,” Moradi said.

Under Behrouz Ataei's guidance, Iran
clinched the gold medal in both the 2021 Asian
Championship and the 2022 Asian Games, and
silver in Asian Championship 2023.

Iran’s chances of reaching the 2024 Paris
Olympics are slim due to poor results in the 2023
FIVB Volleyball Nations League and the Olympic
qualifiers.

Four swimmers
to represent Iran

at 2023 Vladimir
Salnikov Cup

TEHRAN - Iran swimming federation will
send four swimmers to the 2023 Vladimir
Salnikov Cup.

The tournament will be held from Dec. 16 to
18 at the Water Sports Center Nevskaya Volna
Swimming Pool in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Ali Rashidpour, Arad Mehdizadeh, Mohammad
Ghasemi, and Alireza Arab will participate in the
competition.

The four-member team will be headed by
Khashayar Hazrati in the event.

The tournament will have some changes - For
the first time, the competition will be held during
three days.

“Our swimmers were supposed to take

part in the 11th Asian Age Group Swimming
Championship in the Philippines but the event
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was postponed. We will participate in Russia’s
tournament to keep our swimmers ready for
the Asian championship,” Hazrati told the
Tehran Times.

Two Iran’s
women’s handball
players sidelined
with injury

TEHRAN - Iran’s women'’s handball players
Mina Vatanparast and Sanaz Rajabi have
suffered injury.

Iran’s captain Vatanparast and Rajabi, a right-
wing player, have sustained foot injuries and
cannot play for Team Melli against Kazakhstan.

The players suffered injury in the match
against Chile.

Iran has so far lost to Poland, Germany,
Japan, Chile and Congo in the 2023 World
Women Handball Championship.

Golzar named Iran
national paddle
team director

TEHRAN - Mohammadreza Golzar, a prominent
actor in Iranian cinema, has been appointed as a
member of the Iran Paddle Association board and
team director for the Iran national paddle team.

“Even though | adore sports, particularly
paddle sports, | had my doubts about taking
on this position because of the weighty
responsibility it carries,” said Golzar, after
becoming a member of the board of the Iranian
Paddle Association.

“lam faithful to my commitment to help, and |
am hopeful that, with the support of the media,
we will attain international honors. | want to
express my gratitude to the Ministry of Sports
and the President of the Tennis Federation.
Together, let’s struggle for greatness” he
continued.

Golzar, who had a short stint as a volleyball
player years ago, was now being questioned
about his potential longevity in the paddle.

“Being an Iranian artist hasn’t stopped me from
pursuing a love for sports. | have spent many years
playing volleyball professionally and in clubs, as
well as indulging in my other passion, skiing.

“I had the chance to be a fitness coach for
one of the league teams in volleyball for a
single season.

“Next year, the Iran national team in paddle
sport will have surprises in store. | try my best
to make Paddle shine, even though | have my
own personal concerns weighing on me,” he
emphasized.

Prosecutors
request Pogba get
four-year ban

TEHRAN - While we don’t know what kind of
punishment Paul Pogba will get after failing
a doping test all of a couple of weeks into the
2023-24 season, it's now pretty clear that those
who will be on the other side of his upcoming
trial aren’t messing around.

The Anti-Doping Prosecutor’'s Office has
requested that Pogha — who has been
suspended since mid-September — receive
a four-year suspension for his failed doping
test in late-August due to raised levels of
testosterone. Pogba not only failed said doping
test after Juventus’ season-opening win over
Udinese but then saw a subsequent counter-
analysis of the sample also came back with the
same results, setting the stage for Pogha and
his representation to argue their case when
this goes to trial.

The prosecutor’s office request is just the
next stage in the procedural process before a
trial can begin. According to Goal Italia’s Romeo
Agresti and others in the Italian media, there is
pessimism regarding Pogha taking a plea deal to
get areduced sentence.
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‘Guilds must be educated about rights
of themselves, customers, government’

TEHRAN - A member of the Iran Chamber
of Guilds has said businesses and guilds
must be educated about their rights, the
consumers’ rights and the government’s
rights.

“Itis a fact that guilds should become more
familiar with “their rights” and “customers’
rights” and “government’s rights”. Therefore,
in the Committee of Unions and Units, we are
going to train the guilds about such rights,

Hamid Ferdowsi said.

Speaking to the portal of Iran Chamber
of Guilds, Ferdowsi said: “For example,
discretionary misdeeds have their own
rules and based on such rules, the units
may be inspected and fined if violations are
evident. Therefore, the units need to have
the necessary training in this regard, and
effective efforts should be made on how to
implement and culture it

Tehran to host intl. transportation

exhibition

TEHRAN - The seventh International
Exhibition of Transportation, Logistics, and
Related Industries is scheduled to be held
at Imam Khomeini Grand Prayer Campus
(Mosalla) during December 18-20, Mehr
News Agency reported.

In this exhibition, in addition to the
companies active in all transportation
sectors, including air, sea, road and rail, the
capabilities of knowledge-based companies
and startups, universities and educational
centers will also be showcased.

Iranian, Syrian private sectors ready
to establish joint ventures

ICCIMA Head Hosein Selahvarzi (R) and Chairman of the Federation of Syrian Chambers of Commerce

Mohamed Abou el-Hoda el-Lahham

From page 1 » According to
Akbari, currently, the volume
of Iranss export of goods and
equipment to Qatar is about $200
million, which is expandable to
$1.0 billion.

He pointed to the history
of holding the joint economic
committee meeting and added
that the eighth edition was held in
the Qatari capital of Doha in 2022
and had positive results.

With the advancement of
neighborhood-based  diplomacy
through cultural, social, and
economic proximity with Qatar,
many obstacles on the path of ties
between the two countries can be
removed, he added.

o

have  attained  considerable
achievements that can be shared
with Qatar, Akbari underscored.

ducts exhibiion

and special attention to the
transfer of technical know-howare
among the fields of cooperation
between the two countries, the

ri delegation visits Iranian
pr

E

ceremony of the committee
meeting, Saleh Abdullah Al-
Mana, director general of the
Department of International
Cooperation and Trade
Agreements at Qatar Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, said
trade exchanges between Iran
and Qatar have increased by 43
percent in recent years.

“Currently, 845 Iranian
companies are active in Qatar,
which indicates that between
2017 and 2022, the presence and
activity of Iranian companies in
Qatar has increased significantly,”
the official said.

Al-Mana expressed hope that
positive steps will be taken in the

traders,
scientists

Iranian
and

Many
industrialists,

Facilitating and improving trade
ties, joint-venture production of
goods, equipment, and services,

official noted.

Also speaking at the opening

ninth joint economic committee
of the two countries, and good
agreements will be reached.

Major petrochemical projects to go operational in Mahshahr soon

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s National
Petrochemical Company (NPC) has said two
major petrochemical projects are going to go
operational in southwestern Mahshahr port,
Shana reported.

Morteza Shahmirzaei, who was visiting
some petrochemical projects in Mahshahr
Petrochemical Special Economic Zone,
said: “With the efforts made in the current
year, the Ethylene Oxide Unit of Maruon
Petrochemical complex and Nakhl-e Asmari
Petrochemical project will soon be put into
operation.”

According to Shahmirzaei, the Ethylene
Oxide Unit of Maruon Petrochemical complex
is now ready for operation with more than 99
percent physical progress and it is expected to

be officially inaugurated during the Ten-Day
Dawn (February 1-11, 2024, which marks the
anniversary of the Islamic Republic of Iran).

The petrochemical industry plays a crucial
role in Iran’s non-oil economy, as petrochemical
export is the second-largest source of revenue
for the country after crude oil. Petrochemical
exports already constitute nearly 33 percent of
the country’s non-oil exports.

According to Shah-Mirzaei, the company
plans to increase its annual petrochemical
production capacity to 200 million tons over
the next 10 years.

In this regard, Iranian Oil Minister Javad
0ji said that more than 100 petrochemical
projects with a total investment of about
$70 billion have been defined and will be

implemented across the country.

Oji noted that the country will also be
completely self-sufficient in producing the
catalysts used in the petrochemical industry
by the end of the current government
administration’s incumbency (August 2025).

Iran exports non-oil goods worth $46.5m to Nigeria in 7 months

TEHRAN - In a meeting between Head of
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) Hossein Selahvarzi
with Chairman of the board of the Federation
of Syrian Chambers of Commerce Mohamed
Abou el-Hoda el-Lahham, at the place of the
ICCIMA in Tehran, the two sides emphasized
that the private sectors of the two countries
are ready to establish joint ventures to boost
trade exchanges.

The officials noted that the mentioned
joint companies can be formed in various
fields including energy, food, and agriculture
industries, as well as technical and engineering
services, the ICCIMA portal reported.

Speaking in this meeting, Selahvarzi said
the low level of trade between Iran and Syria
is due to the non-implementation of the free
trade agreement between the two countries,
as well as sanctions and the lack of banking
relations between the two sides.

Considering the recent agreements
reached between the governments of the two
countries most of the mentioned obstacles
have been removed and the condition is ripe
for increasing trade between the two sides,
he said.

Iran and Syria signed six memorandums
of understanding (MOUs) on economic and
trade cooperation on Saturday.

The MOUs were inked by Iranian First Vice
President Mohammad Mokhber and Syrian
Prime Minister Hussein Arnous in a ceremony
atthe end of the meeting of the two countries’
Joint Economic Committee in Tehran.

As reported, Iran’s ministers of industry,
mining and trade, energy, finance and
economicaffairs, sportandyouth,agriculture,
oil, and culture, as well as the governor of the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) were present in the

signing ceremony of the mentioned MOUs.

Addressing the meeting of the two
countries’ Joint Economic Committee, Iran’s
Transport and Urban Development Minister
Mehrdad Bazrpash, who is the co-chairman
of the Iran-Syria Joint Economic Committee,
announced that the two sides will soon begin
establishing joint insurance and banking
institutes as well as free trade zones.

Bazrpash expressed satisfaction with the
implementation of previous agreements
between the two nations.

He also said that the pace of implementing
bilateral agreements has sped up in recent
months and that the two sides will introduce
joint economic zones soon.

Iran and Syria are accelerating operational
measures to implement bilateral accords,
he said, proposing the formation of a
permanent joint energy committee between
the two countries to follow up agreements
concerning gas and electricity cooperation.

The Iranian minister also underlined the
need for finalizing the Tehran-Damascus
railway project, noting that the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways is fully prepared
to study the reconstruction of damaged
railroads in Syria.

Syrian Minister of Economy and Foreign
Trade Mohammad Samer Khalil, who co-chairs
the Iran-Syria Joint Economic Committee,
declared both parties’ plans to pursue joint
ventures such as setting up free trade zones
and joint insurance and banking institutes.

The Syrian official also said the two sides
have reached a good consensus regarding
the guidelines of the free trade agreement,
and the framework of cooperation between
central banks, as well as tourism, and
transportation sectors.

TEDPIX gains 112 points on Sunday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 112 points
(0.01 percent) to 2,161,077 on Sunday, which is
the second day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock

exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-
oil commodities valued at $46.5
million to Nigeria during the first
seven months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
21-October 22), the spokesman
of Trade Development Committee
of Iran’s House of Industry,
Mining and Trade announced.

Ruhollah Latifi said that among
the African trade partners of
Iran in the first seven months of
this year, Nigeria was the fourth
export destination of the Iranian
products, and the 15th source of
import to the country, he added.

As the official has announced,
Iran exported 1.205 million tons
of non-oil commodities valued at
$434 million to Africa during the
first seven months of the current
Iranian calendar year.

Latifi said that the country’s
seven-month export to Africa
fell 53 percent in value, and 33
percent in weight, year on year.

The official also announced
that Iran imported 38,122 tons of
goods valued at $47.434 million
from Africa in the first seven
months of the present year,
with 21 percent drop in worth
and 42 percent fall in weight, as
compared to the same period of
time in the past year.

Over the past 40 years, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has never
given up on its principled policy
towards Africa due to political
and cultural commonalities,
despite the sanctions, pressure
and disruptions of the West,
and has always maintained
itself alongside the people and
countries of Africa.

As reported, during the Iranian
calendar years 1384 and 1385
(March 2005-March 2007), the
relations between Iran and the
African continent increased in
terms of trade, but since 1386,
the economic relations between
Iran and Africa have decreased
due to the economic crisis and
cruel sanctions against Iran.

Surveys show that in the
past years, due to the lack
of restoration of economic
relations with Africa, the amount
of trade with the countries of
this continent has remained
at the level of $1.2 billion, but

according to Mohammed-Sadeq
Qanadzadeh, the director general
of the Africa Department of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO), facilitating the trade route
with Africa is happening now
and it is expected that the trade
figure with this continent will
reach $10 billion in the next three
years.

In fact, good steps have been
taken to use Africa’s capacity, and
Africa can be a suitable market
for Iranian goods, Qanadzadeh
stated.

Last year, the official referred
to the beginning of the 13th

government’s  measures  to
develop relations with the
African continent, and said:

“Over the past [lranian calendar]
year 1400 (ended on March 20,
2022), a series of measures
have been initiated, which were
resulted in the visit of about 60
African trade delegations, active
presence in the exhibitions of this
continent, the opening of 10 trade
centers, and the dispatch of three
commercial attacheés.

“As the result of these
measures, Iran’s trade with
Africa experienced a 100-percent
growth from $650 million in the
I[ranian year 1399, and also in
the first nine months of the year
1401, Iran-Africa trade was equal
to the total trade of the previous
year, and we also experienced
a growth of about 700 percent
in the export of technical and
engineering services’, he added.

Also as announced by Ruhollah
Latifi, the value of trade between
Iran and Africa rose two percent
in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20).

He put Iran-Africa annual
trade at 2.545 million tons worth
$1.278 billion.

Iran exported 2.452 million
tons of products valued at $1.183
billion to 49 African countries
in the past year, showing one
percent fall, and imported 92,898
tons of goods worth $95.316
million from 23 African countries,
indicating 59 percent growth,
year on year, according to Latifi.

Iranian Deputy Foreign

Minister for Economic Diplomacy
Mehdi Safari has said that the

economies of Iran and the African
continent are complementary
to each other, and due to their
abundant capacities, significant
achievements can be achieved in
this due.

He made the remarks at
the Scientific and Economic
Cooperation Meeting Between
Iran and West African Countries
(IRAN WAC) which was held in
Tehran in mid-March.

Asreported,20 multilateraland
bilateral cooperation agreements
were signed between Iran and
West African countries in the
first day of the mentioned event,
and the expansion and deepening
of comprehensive economic
cooperation was emphasized.

Addressing that meeting,
President Raisi emphasized
Tehran’s readiness to
comprehensively expand
cooperation with African
countries, especially countries in
the west of this continent.

He also said that the current
level of trade between Iran and
Africa is not acceptable, and
according to the capacities
and efforts of the authorities
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and West African countries, it is
expected that the cooperation
and economic relations between
them will change even more.

As stated by the experts, in
ordertoincreasethe level of trade
with Africa certain infrastructure
including transportation and
direct shipping lines, as well
as proper legal, commercial,
monetary, and banking relations
must be provided.

Itis said that in the near future,
the African continent will become
a great power in the world due to
having 18 percent of the world’s

population  and  increasing
population growth.
Statistics show that the

African continent has 30 percent
of mineral reserves, 40 percent
of gold, and 90 percent of
chromium and platinum in the
world. The continent also has
the largest reserves of cobalt,
diamonds, platinum and uranium
in the world.

Also, Africa has 65 percent
of the world’s arable land, 10

percent of renewable fresh water
resources, and 12 percent of the
world’s oil reserves.

As stated by Mehrad Ebad,
a member of the board of
representatives  of  Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture
(TCCIMA), in the last 20 years,
Africa’s foreign trade has grown
significantly, but Iran has not yet
been able to use this capacity.

According to Ebad, one of the
issues that caused the African
market to be neglected was the
lack of proper introduction of this
market to Iranian traders and
businessmen.

“In order to develop trade
and relations with African
countries, it is suggested the
activity of joint chambers of
commerce to introduce target
markets and existing risks will be
increased; Because our exporters
are not interested to go to
African markets due to lack of
knowledge”, he commented.

He also considered the cruel
sanctions as another problem of
trade with Africa and said that
the traders are forced to send
their goods to these countries
through neighboring countries
such as the UAE, Oman and
Turkey in order to export their
goods to African countries. It will
cause re-export of goods and
increase costs.

Despite existence of some
barriers in the way of expanding
trade between Iran and Africa,
the visit of Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi to three African
countries (Kenya, Uganda, and
Zimbabwe) in mid-July proves
that the current government
is serious about developing
cooperation and communication
with the African continent in
order to secure the country’s
economic interests.

Economic experts believe that
the president’s visit to Africa
provided the basis for increasing
Iran’s presence in the 60-billion-
dollar economy of the African
continent and will increase
the level of activity of Iranian
traders and businessmen in this
continent.



American universities are under unprecedented pressure for supporting Palestine

to Medieval?

L=

Back

By Faramaz Kouhpayeh

TEHRAN - The current state
of the Israel-Hamas conflict has
fueled intense debates on US.
college campuses over the past two
months.

These academic arenas have
become battlegrounds for
discussions, witnessing fervent
debates, with a focus on the
immense  pressures faced by
university presidents, the conduct
of student groups, allegations of
antisemitism, and the censorship of
pro-Palestinian speech.

Following the US. Housess
resolution condemning the rise of
antisemitism since the October 7
Hamas operation against Israel,
an investigation was launched
into antisemitism at three major
US. universities — Harvard, the
University of Pennsylvania, and
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. The probe was triggered
by leaders> differing views on
whether  student pro-Palestine
protests amounted to harassment
against the Jewish community.

This investigation resulted in the
forced resignation of University of
Pennsylvania President Liz Magill,
accused of failing to condemn non-
existent «calls for genocide» of Jews
allegedly shouted by students on
campus. The university>s handling
of perceived acts of antisemitism,
including hosting a Palestinian
literary arts festival, added fuel to
the fire, prompting one Penn donor
to threaten withdrawal of a $100

while an actual US-supported
genocide of Palestinians unfolds.
The death toll in Gaza has surpassed
17000 since October 7, exposing
what some argue is an effort to
stifle criticism of Israel.

The surge in student protests
advocating for Palestinian rights,
reminiscent of historical campaigns
against apartheid South Africa, has
rattled pro-Israel circles. Pro-Israel
donors of top universities seem
to be in a state of panic, aiming to
coerce university administrations
into silencing students or risk facing
sanctions themselves. This reveals
an attempt to maintain control over
academic freedom, faculty decisions,
and suppress student activism
through substantial donations. The
US., proud of being a bastion of
freedom and champion of individual
rights, faces a paradox when it
comes to the nuanced discussion

concerns about the consistency of
safeguarding free expression.

A recent survey by The Middle
East Scholar Barometer shows that
82% of academics self-censor when
it comes to issues related to Israel
and the Gaza conflict.

Simultaneously, the rise of
Islamophobia in the US. lacks
comparable scrutiny. While
universities face allegations of
failing to protect Jewish students
amid global fears of antisemitism,
there is a noticeable absence of
parallel investigations into the
experiences of Muslim students
who may be victims of religious
discrimination or bias. Just recently,
Muslim students at the University
of Connecticut have reported that
they received violent threats over
the Israel-Gaza war and even were
called by racial slurs. The disparities
in  attention raise important

application of scrutiny, potentially
reinforcing a narrative that certain
forms of prejudice deserve more
consideration than others.

In  essence, recent events
underscore the need for a nuanced
understanding of the dynamics at
play, questioning the conflation
of free speech with hate speech,
and highlighting the critical point
of why a similar attitude is not
extended to address anti-Muslim
crimes. The broader conversation
should delve into the complexities
of geopolitical conflicts, ensuring
that universities remain spaces for
diverse perspectives rather than
succumbing to external pressures
that threaten academic freedom.

These universities serve as
crucibles of intellectual prowess,
attracting the brightest minds of
a country. When these formidable
minds take to the streets in protest,
particularly on complex issues
like the humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, it underscores a profound
commitment to justice and human
rights. Attempting to silence these
voices contradicts the fundamental
tenets of free expression and risks
stifling the essence of intellectual
growth and social progress these
institutions aim to foster.

While the efforts to conflate
criticism of Israel with anti-Jewish
prejudice continue, the ongoing
protests by US. students for the
Palestine cause beg the question: is
their logic really misplaced, or does
it reflect a genuine, broader call for

million contribution. This occurs

surrounding

Israel, raising  questions

about the

selective  justice?

UK support for the war on Gaza
The founder of the Zionist entity is under the spotlight

From page 1 » Calls have been made for the
ICC to investigate the precise role that these UK
military assets have played in the Israeli war on
Gaza. In December 2020, a military cooperation
agreement was signed between Britain and the
Israeli regime.

The UK Ministry of Defense described the deal
that was struck as an “important piece of defense
diplomacy” that “strengthens” the military
relationship between the two sides.

Despite this, the British parliament and the
public have never seen the details or nature of
this agreement.

The Ministry of Defense has refused to publish
it and has only mentioned it briefly once in
parliament, in response to a question from an MP.

The military accord was inked by the then chief
of the defense staff Nick Carter and his Israeli
counterpart chief of general staff, Aviv Kohavi.

At the time, it was described as an “organizing
mechanism forourrelationship” which “formalizes
our defenserelationship” It added the cooperation
agreement provides “a mechanism for planning

our joint activity, allowing collaboration on a
number of areas’”.

Critics are suspicious as to why this secret
agreement has been placed as a high-security
classification, arguing that it is possible the
accord “strengthens” ties between the two
militaries to a level that puts some obligations on
the UK to defend the Israeli regime by providing
information, intelligence or material support.

Demands have been made for a copy of the
secret documents to be made public to analyze
the British military’s role in the Israeli war on Gaza.

On October 27?, the British newspaper, The Sun,
reported that the UK Special Air Service (SAS), an
elite special forces unit, is on “standby” in Cyprus
to allegedly rescue British captives in Gaza.

The leak of this information is believed to have
come from the British military, which carefully
manages its media reports. It is possible, however,
that the SAS may also have an advisory, military or
even combat role in support of the Israeli regime.

On October 28, the UK military’s “D-Notice”
committee, which prevents the media from

publishing reports, claimed they hurt national
security and requested all media organizations
to stop reporting on any information linking
the SAS to the war on Gaza.

The UK's so-called Sovereign Base Areas
(SBA) in Cyprus are home to important sites for
Britain’s largest spy agency GCHQ.

[ts communications espionage facility
at Ayios Nikolaos in the Eastern SBA sits
350 kilometers from Gaza and has a close
relationship with the Israeli regime.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Conflict of Narratives in Israel

As the demands of the Israeli public
to receive a solid answer for the
question of “what the IOF has achieved
in Gaza so far” consequently meets
a solid wall, the Israeli outlets find it
appealing to fantasize the possible
situation in Gaza. Although many
tend to braid stories in favor of IOF,
there are some very rare others that
keep a more realistic stance while
contemplating about the war in Gaza
and its probable future.

In a latest instance, an Israeli media

published an article today, trying to
put together the pieces of information

it has acquired and create a wholistic
picture from what’s going on in Gaza
and elsewhere. The article, titled
“we are consistently hearing that
Hama is demolishing, but the reality
in battlefield is different”, the writer
reminds the readers about the fact
that it has been over 70 days since
the war on Gaza started, but the
Resistance there is still attacking to
the areas/places where the IOF has
claimed to have cleared them one and
a half month ago!

“The army is being surprised
by the intensification of Hamas's

attacks everyday”, the article says,
describing Hamas as a terrorist
[freedom fighter] army established
only 50 minutes from Tel Aviv
14 years ago. It also mentions
the military capabilities of the
Palestinian Resistance and names
some of the weaponries revealed by
Hamas as its surprise for IOF which
could be evaluated as “endless”.

“Some in IOF’s Military Intelligence
Directorate (AKA Aman)’, the article
says, “have been talking for the
past month about the defeat of
Yahya Sinwar in both his war plans

he had plotted since years ago
which included the engagement of
Hezbollah and Iran in the war while
thousands of armed Palestinians in
the West Bank flooding the streets
to set the entire Israel on fire. But the
truth is that, Sinwar’s first objective
which was a deadly attack against
Israel and taking hundreds of Israelis
as hostages, was accomplished
successfully and no one can
guarantee that his other objectives
[which authorities also claimed
to have been aborted] will not be
achieved in the coming months”

Europe will pay the cost for another time

From page 1 » The second such case should be
US. interference in the domestic affairs of Middle
Eastern countries in the last two decades. The
Middle East, though not peaceful enough, remained
stable in general terms in the 1990s through early
2000s. European countries, therefore, used to be
very ambitious in promoting economic integration
with their Middle Eastern neighbors as the security
situation was acceptable. The Barcelona Process
in the 1990s was such a program to integrate
Europe and its neighbors on the other side of the
Mediterranean.

But the first two decades have seen that the US.
have frequently interfered in the domestic affairs
of a number of Middle Eastern countries including
Irag, Libya and Syria by different military means.
As a result of the military actions, Middle Eastern
countries have experienced regional turmoil for
more than two decades.

Several regional and extra-regional actors
have been encountering strategic and ideological
differences with the United States in various ways.
However, it was European countries that have
been most seriously affected by the instabilities
as they are the immediate neighbor of the Middle
East. The flow of refugees have added economic
and social burdens and caused divisions within
European countries and between them as well.
And they will see even more negative implications
in the long future.

The third case could be the latest conflict
between Israel and Palestine. The war launched by
Israel in the Gaza Strip has already caused a very
serious humanitarian disaster as more than 17700
Palestinians, around two-thirds of them women
and children, have so far lost their lives, and more
than two million have been displaced.

If the war continues, more serious humanitarian

disasters will take place. European countries will
likely see more refugees coming, which will add new
difficulties to their economies. As some European
politicians travel to Israel to show their support for
Israel’s hardline policy, Muslims in these countries
will become more dissatisfied with the policy of the
politicians. New divisions will take place within the
EU as some other countries do not share with those
supporting Israel’s unreasonable policy.

All in all, it is the US. that has been making
mistakes in the region while it is European countries
that have always been paying the heavy costs. Then
there comes the question of whether the elites in
Europe understand the scenario and the rationale
behind it. The answer is definitely yes. Actually,
the various policy concepts initiated by Europe
had sufficiently suggested that Europeans well
understood their above-mentioned problem.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Plan to flood Hamas
tunnels would
amount to ‘war
crime’: Russia

A Russian diplomat has warmed that Israel’'s
plan to flood Hamas tunnels in order to flush
out the resistance fighters may constitute a
war crime.

“War crimes are snowballing — shocking
reports have been circulated in recent days
that Israel plans to flood underground
facilities in the Gaza Strip with seawater;’
Russian First Deputy Permanent
Representative to the United Nations Dmitry
Polyansky said during a United Nations
Security Council meeting this week.

“According to open sources, the IDF has
already built a system of pumps and pipes to
pump seawater and is currently discussing
with the United States practical aspects of such
flooding: whether there will be enough water or if
the tunnels’ ‘topography’ is fit for that and so on.
Such a step, if made, will constitute a blatant war
crime,” Polyansky argued.

The Wall Street Journal earlier this week
reported that the Israel forces have constructed
five large seawater pumps about one mile north
of the Al-Shati refugee camp, with each pump
capable of moving thousands of cubic meters of
water per hour from the Mediterranean Sea into
the Hamas tunnels.

Jordan FM says
Israel trying to
‘empty Gaza of
Palestinians’

Jordan’s foreign minister has accused Israel
of trying to “empty Gaza of Palestinians” in a
campaign that amounts to “genocide”.

“What we are seeing in Gaza is not simply the
killing of innocent people and the destruction of
their livelihoods but a systematic effort to empty
Gaza of its people,” Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadi said at the Doha Forum.

Jordan borders the occupied West Bank and
absorbed the bulk of Palestinians after the
creation of Israel in 1948.

The head of the UN’s agency for
Palestinian refugees also said Israel may
be preparing to force Palestinians in Gaza
en masse into Egypt.

UNRWA head Philippe Lazzarini issued the
warning in an op-ed for the LA Times on Saturday,
as 1.9 million Palestinians remain trapped on
the southern edge of the Gaza Strip amid dire
humanitarian conditions.

“The developments we are witnessing
point to attempts to move Palestinians
into Egypt, regardless of whether they stay
there or are resettled elsewhere” wrote
Lazzarini, adding that the Israeli military’s
destruction of northern Gaza was “the first
stage of such a scenario”.

Its advancing campaign in the southern city
of Khan Younis, which has pushed Palestinians
from there to the far southem tip of the
enclave, is the next phase, he said.

“If this path continues, leading to what
many are already calling a second Nakba, Gaza
will not be a land for Palestinians anymore;”
Lazzarini said.

Israeli jets target
areas in southern
Lebanon

Israeli jets have targeted areas around towns
in southern Lebanon, including near Yaroun,
Rmeish and Aita al-Shaab.

The attacks on Sunday morning come after
the Lebanese group Hezbollah said it had carried
out 10 operations against Israeli sites close to
Lebanon’s southern border yesterday.

Since October 7, there have been nearly daily
exchanges of fire along the Israel-Lebanon
border but they have largely remained confined to
border areas, targeting mostly military outposts.
Nearly 100 members of the resistance group and
at least 15 civilians have been killed.
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West ready to
cooperate with
anyone to inflict
harm on Russia:
Putin

Western countries are ready to collaborate
with anyone if it helps to inflict harm on Russia,
President Vladimir Putin said following the
ceremony awarding Gold Star medals to Heroes
of the Russian Federation.

“They are ready for everything, ready to
cooperate with anyone, just to inflict some harm
on Russia,” Putin said.

The West tried to push Russia away, to weaken
it, and finally crush the country, but it would
never happen, the president added.

“There was an attempt to push Russia away,
weaken and crush it eventually. They [the West]
will never and ever be able to do it,” Putin said.

Russian troops at the front lines of the
country’s special military operation are fighting
for the future of their country, Putin said.

“Russia’s future depends in many ways on
your combat activities. This is an obvious fact,”
Putin said.

The president vowed to pay visits to Russia’s
new territories.

%74 of Germans
think Scholz failing
at his job: poll

The majority of Germans disapprove of Olaf
Scholz's performance as chancellor, a recent
opinion poll by YouGov has indicated. His traffic-
light coalition government is seen equally
unfavorably by the country’s population, the
survey revealed.

On Friday, a separate poll by ARD-
DeutschlandTrend showed that after two years
in office the level of public dissatisfaction is the
highest on record for a sitting chancellor.

The YouGov survey, which was conducted
over December 1-6 and the results of which
were published on Saturday, involved 2119
respondents. According to its findings, some
74% of respondents said Scholz was doing a
poor job, with only 20% seeing his performance
in a positive light. As for the entire coalition
government, 73% said they were unhappy with
it, while only 22% responded that they were
satisfied. This is the worst monthly figure since
the coalition came to power.

ARD-DeutschlandTrend on Friday painted a
similarly grim picture for the chancellor, with
just 20% of respondents assessing his work as
satisfactory, and only 27% saying that he can
dothejobatall

Meanwhile, 82% of Germans were dissatisfied
with the performance of the country’s traffic-
light coalition government. Of the ministers,
only defense chief Boris Pistorius was rated
favorably by a slight majority of respondents
(52%). Others failed to receive the support of
more than 38% of respondents.

The recent budget crisis seems to have dealt
a further blow to the already waning approval
ratings of the chancellor and government. After
the Constitutional Court shot down an attempt
to repurpose €60 billion ($65 billion) of funds
left over after the Covid-19 pandemic, Scholz’s
government has had to freeze most of its new
spending commitments.

Some 77% said they place little or no trust in
the way Scholz is governing Germany, a figure
that reaches 60% among supporters of the
chancellor’s own Social Democratic party.

When asked which politician they would like
to take over the reins in the country, 15% named
Bavarian Governor Markus Soeder, with the
Alternative for Germany (AfD) co-chairwoman
and the leader of the party’s parliamentary
group, Alice Weidel, enjoying the support of
another 12%. Sahra Wagenknecht, who was a
prominent member of the Left party, but left it
and announced back in October that she would
form a new party, garnered 8%. Other political
figures trailed behind this trio.
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Iran’s cultural gift fascinates Bolivian

ambassador

TEHRAN - Bolivian ambassador to Iran Romi-
na Guadalupe Pérez Ramos has shared insights
about her favorite Iranian cultural souvenir in an
interview with IRNA, stating, “Miniature paint-
ings may be particularly captivating for me””

When asked about her ideal cultural souvenir
from Iran, the envoy expressed her fascination
with various aspects of Iranian culture discov-
ered during her travels across the country. She
remarked, “I've explored different parts of Iran,
seeking what aspects of Iranian culture resonate
with me and could serve as a memorable sou-
venir.”

She added that Iran’s culture encompasses
numerous significant products and elements.
“Miniature paintings may be particularly capti-
vating for me”’

“As an ambassador, it’s crucial for me to study
and become familiar with these cultural aspects.
Traveling to different Iranian cities, I've found
cultures that date from the pre-or-post-Islam-
ic eras filled with essential aspects that require
attention.”

Elsewhere in her remarks, Ramos emphasized
the strong public diplomacy between Iran and
Bolivia, aiding in bolstering bilateral relations.

Regarding cultural cooperation between Iran
and Latin America based on their ancient histo-
ry and civilization, Ramos noted, “Collaborations
between Iran and Latin America, rooted in their
ancient history and civilization, can greatly rein-
force mutual ties. Just as Iran boasts Persepolis
and Takht-e-Jamshid, Bolivia has its own rich
ancient civilizations. Strengthening connections
based on this cultural and historical heritage can
enhance our cultural ties significantly.”

Ramos concluded, “The cooperation between
Iran and Latin American countries can be sig-
nificantly strengthened through their shared
ancient history and civilization. Just as Iran pos-
sesses Persepolis, Bolivia also boasts its own
rich and ancient civilizations, forming the basis
for enhancing our cultural connections.”

At present, a total of 13 cities and three vil-
lages in Iran have been registered by the World
Council of Handicrafts as “world cities of hand-
icrafts”. The World Crafts Council is a non-prof-
it, non-governmental organization that was
founded in 1964 to promote fellowship, foster
economic development through income-gener-
ating craft-related activities, and organize ex-
change programs, workshops, conferences, and
exhibitions.

Oldest fortress in the world discovered

by archaeologists

Archaeologists have uncovered evidence of
what may be the world’s oldest fortified site
in a remote region of Siberia, according to a
study.

A team of researchers investigated a west-
ern Siberia site known as Amnya that is re-
garded as the northernmost known Stone
Age fortification in Eurasia. The prehistoric
fortified settlement is one of several in the
region—featuring palisades, banks and ditch-
es—that experts had generally assumed to
be too advanced to have been built by hunt-
er-gatherers and therefore no more than a few
thousand years old.

But the latest study, published in the jour-
nal Antiquity, has revealed that the earliest
parts of Amnya were likely constructed around
8,000 years ago, when people in the region
still sustained themselves by hunting, gather-
ing and fishing.

The findings indicate that hunter-gatherers
in the taiga of western Siberia—a region char-
acterized by vast, flat coniferous forests—
constructed complex defensive structures
around their settlements this far back in time,
which challenges our understanding of early
human societies. These fortified settlements
were constructed many centuries before com-
parable structures first appeared in Europe.

Archaeological narratives have tradition-
ally associated the rise of social and political
“complexity”—including the construction of
permanent, fortified settlements like the one
at Amnya—with the emergence of agricultural
societies.

“However, this framework neglects the in-
novations of the hunter-gatherer populations
occupying the Siberian taiga 8,000 years ago,
including the construction of some of the old-
est-known fortified sites in the world,” the au-
thors wrote in the study.

They went on: “The building of fortifications
by forager groups has been observed sporad-
ically elsewhere around the world in various—
mainly coastal—regions from later prehistory
onwards, but the very early onset of this phe-
nomenon in inland western Siberia is unparal-
leled”

In 2019, the archaeologists, led by research-
ers from Germany’s Freie Universitat Berlin,
conducted fieldwork at the Amnya site.

“Through detailed archaeological exam-
inations at Amnya, we collected samples for
radiocarbon dating, confirming the prehis-
toric age of the site and establishing it as the
world’s oldest-known fort,” Tanja Schreiber, an
archaeologist with the Institute of Prehistoric
Archaeology at Freie Universitat and a co-au-
thor of the study, said in a press release.

The team’s findings revealed that the pre-
historic inhabitants of western Siberia led a
sophisticated lifestyle, exploiting the abun-
dant resources of the taiga environment. It ap-
pears they caught fish from the Amnya River
and hunted animals like elk and reindeer us-
ing bone- and stone-tipped spears. They even
manufactured elaborately decorated pottery
to preserve surpluses of fish oil and meat, ac-
cording to the researchers.

“The environment of western Siberia now
seems to us rather harsh and unfriendly, but
for hunter-gatherers and fishers it was a real
paradise,” Ekaterina Dubovtseva, a researcher
with the Institute of History and Archaeolo-
gy at the Russian Academy of Sciences and a
co-author of the study, told Archaeology mag-
azine.

The abundance of natural resources in the
Siberian taiga, which includes annual fish runs
and migrating herds of animals, likely played a
key role in influencing the construction of the
fortified settlements by hunter-gatherers, the
study suggests.

The settlements overlooking rivers may
have served as strategic locations to control
and exploit productive fishing spots. Compe-
tition for resources between hunter-gatherers
in the area could have also prompted these
prehistoric peoples to fortify their settlements
for protection from rivals. When the fortified
sites emerged, the region apparently experi-
enced a dramatic increase in the local popu-
lation.

The Amnya site includes wooden palisades,
ditches, banks and features seen as evidence
of long-term dwellings. Researchers have also
documented evidence indicating that the set-
tlement was repeatedly destroyed by fire—a
phenomenon also observed at other early en-
closed sites in the region and thought to be
connected to violent conflict.

(Source: Newsweek)

How did Sadeh festival become
UNESCO-listed? Expert explains

TEHRAN - Last week, the an-
cient Sadeh festival earmed a
prestigious spot on UNESCO’s list
of intangible cultural heritage,
marking a significant recognition
shared by Iran and Azerbaijan.

Alireza Hassanzadeh, an Ira-
nian anthropologist responsible
for pursuing that registration has
explained the process of compil-
ing its UNESCO-required dossier,
its geographical scope, and why
only Tajikistan participated in its
dossier.

“Sadeh, as one of Iran’s ancient
rituals, takes place in two cultural
domains of Zoroastrians in Iran,
such as cities in cultural areas like
Kerman, Yazd, Shiraz, Isfahan, and
more. On the other hand, it is also
celebrated in the cultural domain
of Khorasan, especially among
rural communities,” Hassanzadeh,
the official responsible for compil-
ing the dossier

celebrateit. Considering the signif-
icance of agricultural heritage in
Tajikistan, this ritual there resem-
bles more the cultural domain of
Khorasan in Iran.”

Hassanzadeh, who presides
over Iran’s  Anthropology Re-
search Center,

for the Sadeh

Ancient Iranians believed

referred to the

festival,  told . . i
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falls on January

careful  mea-

30, 2024) fire,

along with water, wind, and earth,
is considered sacred elements,
playing practical roles in many Ira-
nian festivities. Ancient Iranians
believed that the fire lit on this day
symbolized the warming of the
earth and its preparation for the
arrival of spring.

According to Hassanzadeh, all
intangible heritage dossiers are
prepared through the collabora-
tion of communities and groups
that safeguard intangible ele-
ments.

“The dossier for the Sadeh Fes-
tival was prepared based on this
principle. This intangible heritage
element belongs to Iran’s cultural
domain, and the Tajik people also

sures to con-
serve and promote the elements
of intangible heritage, which are
detailed in the Sadeh festival's
dossier. This involves the organiz-
ers of this ritual, non-governmen-
tal organizations, and governmen-
tal bodies”

The duty of governmental bod-
ies includes facilitating the cel-
ebration of this ritual in various
regions of the country and assist-
ing people and non-governmental
organizations, he said.

He stressed that global reg-
istration of this element should
help provide more support to lo-
cal communities and organizers
of this ritual from governmental
bodies to further preserve the

time-honored tradition. “We need
the assistance of local commu-
nities and defining various cul-
tural and media activities in the
cultural and economic sphere, as
highlighted in the dossier for both
countries.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
experts reminded of the fondness
for preserving cultural heritage
among Iranians. “In fact, our most
important literary and identity
sources, such as the Shahnameh,
contain detailed and vital refer-
ences to this element. Sadeh sym-
bolizes the unity of Iranian ethnici-
ties and their peaceful coexistence
over the centuries. Sadeh has been
and remains one of the sources of
unity and coherence among Irani-

”

ans.

Ultimately, one of the demands
of the Iranian people, especially
Zoroastrians, was the global regis-
tration of this ancient festival. Ad-
dressing these demands enhanc-
es social capital and promotes
national cohesion. Strengthening
Iran’s cultural discourse is another
valuable outcome of this registra-
tion, displaying the status of heri-
tage diplomacy, he explained.

The anthropologist also re-
sponded to a question of wheth-
er other countries could join this
dossier besides Tajikistan and why
we did not see further participa-
tion. “Currently, Iran and Tajikistan

are the primary countries hosting
this ritual extensively. In other
countries besides these two, the
mentioned celebration of Sadeh
is not conducted on a broad scale.
Note that fire festivals, like spring
celebrations, are held in many
countries, but these celebrations
are not equivalent to the Sadeh
festival. Sadeh has its distinct
definition, and it remains as it is,
just like understanding the Chi-
nese New Year due to its connec-
tion with spring, akin to Nowruz
(which is not).”

Hassanzadeh added that clarity
in defining the element for global
registration is crucial. Therefore,
the addition of proposed countries
is not necessarily seen as an ad-
vantage. Few cases, like Nowruz,
can have both a clear understand-
ing and definition of the ritual
and a higher number of proposed
countries, making their addition
feasible.

The festivity, usually occur-
ring on January 30th, derives its
name from the Farsi word for “one
hundred” (Sad), marking 50 days
and 50 nights before Nowruz, the
commencement of the Iranian cal-
endar year on March 21st. Rooted
in ancient traditions, it is celebrat-
ed predominantly by Iranian Zoro-
astrians in cities like Yazd, Tehran,
Shiraz, and Kerman. The festival
commemorates the mythical dis-
covery of fire, observed with the
lighting of a large woodpile during
its zenith.

On December 6, in a nod to
Iran’s vibrant tapestry of customs
and history, the Sadeh festival,
together with two other Irani-
an elements, namely Iftar and its
socio-cultural traditions, and the
intricate artistry of Tahzib in illu-
minated manuscripts found their
way to the UNESCO list for intan-
gible cultural heritage during the
18th session of the Intergovern-
mental Committee for the Safe-
guarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage, being held in Kasane,
Botswana, held from Dec. 4 to 9.

23 historical monuments under restoration in Semnan

TEHRAN - Atotal of 23 historical monuments
in Semnan are currently under restoration as
part of the province’s campaign to safeguard
its cultural heritage for coming generations.

Currently, 23 historical monuments, includ-
ing residential houses, mansions, inns, bath-
houses, and other public places are being re-
stored by teams of cultural heritage experts
across the province, the provincial tourism
chief said on Saturday.

Last September, the capital city of Semnan

joined the International Tourism Alliance of Silk
Road Cities, officially launched in China’s Jingde-
zhen as a tool to help broaden tourism cooper-
ation.

The main populated centers of Semnan prov-
ince lie along the ancient Silk Road (and mod-
ern-day Imam Reza Expressway), linking Rey
(Tehran) with Khorasan (Mashhad). While few
visitors spend much time in the area, driving
through, you can easily seek out several well-pre-
served caravanserais (notably Dehnamak and

Ahowan), cisterns (the Cafe Abenbar in Garmsar
is a special treat), and ruined mud citadels (Padeh
is lumpy but fascinating.). The large, bustling cit-
ies of Semnan, Damghan, and Shahrud (Bastam)
all have a small selection of historic buildings and
Semnan has a fine old covered bazaar.

Semnan is bounded by the provinces of Kho-
rasan Razavi and South Khorasan on the east,
Isfahan on the south, Qom and Tehran on the
west, and Mazandaran and North Khorasan on
the north.

Archaeologist elaborates on skeletons found in

TEHRAN - Iranian archaeologist
Ali Asadi has elaborated on human
skeletons found in UNESCO-desig-
nated Persepolis, southern Iran.

Asadi, who supervised excava-
tions in which the human remains
were found, clarified that a total of
20 skeletons were uncovered over
Six excavation seasons in recent
years, ILNA reported on Saturday.

He made the remarks amidst re-
ports circulating in some media out-
lets to address misconceptions re-
garding the timeline and quantity of
human skeletal remains unearthed
at the UNESCO-designated site.

“More precisely, six human
skeletal remains were discovered
during the third excavation sea-
son in 1396 [Persian calendar], 13
skeletal remains during the fourth

AR

season in 1400, and one skeleton
in the current season in 1402, to-
taling 20 human skeletal remains.”

He further explained, “In the most
recent season, only one skeleton has
been discovered, currently undergo-
ing study and examination.”

Seyyed Mohammad Beheshti,
who is a veteran cultural heritage
expert, skeletons may concern a
bloody conflict between Persians
(Iranians) and invaders led by Al-
exander the Great in c. 330 BC.

“The position of skeletons indi-
cates that those people may not
have been buried, but that they were
killed and left in the waterways
during a clash that may have been
related to Alexander the Great’s in-
vasion of Iran,” Beheshti said.

Beheshti, who is a member of

Perse

[ ]

polis

Iran’s Supreme Council of Cultural
Heritage and Tourism, also attached
great importance to broadening
international cooperation and to
introduce the new findings in Perse-
polis on a wider global scale.

“[Widening] International coop-
eration lays the ground for [prop-
erly] introducing these scientific
findings and research on Persepo-
lis, which is a valuable achievement
for the country’s cultural heritage.”

Tourism does not equal just hav-
ing sightseeing in Persepolis and
it's only a part of the main missions
that Cultural Heritage [body] has
for this World Heritage site, the
expert said.

Also known as Takht-e Jam-
shid, Persepolis ranks among the
archaeological sites, that have no
equivalent, considering its unique
architecture, urban planning, con-
struction technology, and art.

Majestic approaches, monu-
mental stairways, throne and re-
ception rooms, and dependencies
have made that 13-ha ensemble
one of the world’s greatest ar-
chaeological sites.

Construction of its immense ter-
race was begun about 518 BC by
Darius the Great, the Achaemenid

Empire’s king. On this terrace, suc-
cessive kings erected a series of
architecturally stunning palatial
buildings, among them the massive
Apadana palace and the Throne Hall
(“Hundred-Column Hall”).

The terrace is a grandiose archi-
tectural creation, with its double
flight of access stairs, walls cov-
ered by sculpted friezes at various
levels, monumental gateways, gi-
gantic sculpted winged bulls, and
remains of large halls.

By carefully engineering light-
er roofs and using wooden lintels,
the Achaemenid architects were
able to use a minimal number of
astonishingly slender columns to
support open-area roofs. Columns
were topped with elaborate capitals;
typical was the double-bull capital
where, resting on double volutes, the
forequarters of two kneeling bulls,
placed back-to-back, extended their
coupled necks and their twin heads
directly under the intersections of
the beams of the ceiling.

Narratives say that Persepolis
was burnt by Alexander the Great
in 330 BC apparently as revenge
against the Persians, because it
seems the Persian King Xerxes
had burnt the Greek City of Athens
around 150 years earlier.



Tehran, Dushanbe agree to boost
resilience to natural hazards

TEHRAN - The head of the Plan-
ning and Budget Organization of Iran,
Davoud Manzour, and the chairman
of the Committee for Emergency
Situations and Civil Defense of Tajik-
istan, Rustam Nazarzoda, agreed to
strengthen cooperation in dealing
with natural disasters and imple-
menting joint projects to build resil-
ience to natural hazards.

The officials also discussed hold-
ing training and retraining courses
for experts and specialists of the
Committee for Emergency Situa-
tions of Tajikistan.

The meeting was held on the side-
lines of the eighth meeting of the
Board of Governors of the Asian and
Pacific Center for the Development
of Disaster Information Management
(APDIM) in Dushanbe on Friday.

Manzour, for his part, stressed the
need for expanding collaboration in
preventing, handling, and recovering
damages caused by natural hazards.

He highlighted the importance of
regional countries’ cooperation in
dealing with natural disasters.

He also announced Iran’s readiness
to enhance cooperation and exchange
experiences with Tajikistan.

APDIM meeting

Representatives of ministries and
organizations related to disaster
management from Iran, Bangladesh,
India, Cambodia, Macao, Micronesia,
Mongolia, Turkey, and Tajikistan, as
well as representatives of interna-
tional organizations participated in
the 8th APDIM meeting.

The representatives of these 9
countries shared their information
and experiences; discussed the situ-
ation of the region and identified the
main challenges in facing the impact
of climate change and climatic events
that are a serious threat to economic
and social development.

“The abnormal warming of the air
temperature in Asia is higher than the
global average. It increases the likeli-
hood of droughts, floods, landslides,
and wildfires in different regions of
the world, including Tajikistan. These
are concerning phenomena that lead
to loss of life and damage the infra-
structure,” Nazarzoda said.

He went on to say, “l am sure that
our meeting will become a platform
that will enable our countries to
achieve global goals of disaster risk
reduction”

APDIM history
The Asian and Pacific Centre for

the Development of Disaster Infor-
mation Management (APDIM) was
established to reduce human losses
material damages and the negative
impact of natural hazards.

The Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s initial proposal
to establish APDIM was approved
at the sixth-seventh session of the
Commission in 2011.

Subsequently, in 2015, ESCAP
Member States decided to establish
APDIM as a subsidiary body of ESCAP.

The Islamic Republic of Iran and
ESCAP signed the Memorandum of
Understanding for the establish-
ment of APDIM in January 2018 and
the Centre was officially opened and
headquartered in Tehran in the same
year.

Iran’s potential in dealing with
natural disasters

In 2022, Stefan Priesner, the Unit-

ed Nations Resident Coordinator for
Iran, said, “Iran has the potential to
deal with natural disasters broadly
and the United Nations is willing to
document these valuable experienc-

”

es.

In case of natural disasters, the
United Nations is ready to provide
services by forming a permanent
working group with representatives
of the UN, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and the National Disaster
Management Organization, IRNA
quoted Priesner as saying.

He made the remarks in a meet-
ing with Mohammad-Hassan Nami,
the head of the National Disaster
Management Organization, sug-
gesting that the two sides should
hold meetings every three months
for further coordination.

For his part, Nami said all nations
have a sense of philanthropy and
kindness, but they will face sanc-
tions if they want to provide help. So,
this issue should be resolved.

In June, Priesner said the United
Nations will use all its power and
capacity to assist Iran in dealing
with natural hazards by increasing
operational performance and im-
proving safety in specialized areas.

“Expressing the desirable ca-
pacities of Iran in dealing with nat-
ural hazards, he said that we will
do everything to assist Iran. In this
regard, we can increase operation-
al performance and improve safety
in the sector to enhance coopera-
tion”

Iran, Senegal to expand technological co-op

TEHRAN - In a meeting in Tehran on Satur-
day, Vice President for Science, Technology, and
Knowledge-based Economy, Rouhollah Dehqa-
ni-Firouzabadi conferred with the minister in
charge of the Plan Senegal Emergent, Cheikh
Kanté, on ways to boost technological ties.

The two countries will expand collaboration
in the three fields of mini oil refineries, agricul-
ture, and health, ISNA quoted Firouzabadi as
saying.

“West African countries provide a good op-
portunity for Iran to enhance relations,” he
added.

The Senegalese official, for his part, said: “|
knew that Iran is on the right track and it has
made considerable advances, but attending the
meeting, | realized that the country has made
great strides in science and technology”

He went on to say that Senegal looks forward
to cooperating with Iran in the fields of science
and technology. “Africa needs such scientific
collaborations”

Kanté called food, energy, and technolo-
gy the axes of cooperation between the two
countries and reminded, “Senegal is fully ready
to conclude contracts and memoranda of un-
derstanding with Iran to expand scientific and
technological cooperation.

Iran targets East Africa for technology prod-
ucts

Iran sent a trade-technology delegation to
East Africa from October 15-22 to expand ex-
ports in three countries.

97% of Iran affected by
long-term drought: expert

Based on the dada collected over the past decade approximately 97
percent of the country is affected by long-term drought, director of
the national drought warning and monitoring center, Sadeq Ziaeian,
has said Some 12.7 percent of the country is hit by extremely severe
drought, 53.6 percent of the country is affected by severe drought
while 24.8 percent of the country is facing moderate drought and 5.9
percent of the country is withstanding mild drought, ISNA news agen-
cy quoted Ziaeian as saying on Wednesday.

“Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania are the three
target countries,” IRNA quoted Firouzabadi as
saying.

Health (medicines and medical equipment),
agriculture and animal husbandry, machinery,
food, and industries have been determined as
the most suitable fields for export.

In July, Iranian knowledge-based companies
concluded contracts for exporting medical
equipment and medicine to Africa.

On July 13, President Ebrahim Raisi wrapped
up his three-nation tour of Kenya, Uganda, and
Zimbabwe, becoming the first Iranian presi-
dent to engage in an African tour in more than
a decade.

Amir-Hossein Mir-Abadi, an official with the
Vice Presidency for Science and Technology,
said the African market is an attractive oppor-
tunity for Iranian knowledge-based companies,
IRNA reported.

Mir-Abadi said works are underway for ex-
porting 50 types of medical equipment and 10
medicines to Africa.

He touched on the President’s visit to the
House of Innovation and Technology of Iran in
Kenya, saying: “The capacities and capabilities
of Iranian knowledge-based companies for
exporting technological products were greatly
appreciated.”

The process of registering more than 50
medical devices and two drugs for export to
Kenya has been done, and the registration and
process of exporting more than 10 other drugs
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to this country is in the implementation phase,
he explained.

He listed agriculture, food, and livestock in-
dustries as among the fields that were highly
regarded and needed by African countries.

Iran to transfer technology to Africa

In July, Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian, who accompanied President Ebrahim
Raisi on his trip to Africa, spoke about Iran’s
perspective on the continent and the potential
for collaboration with African nations.

“Iran’s view on Africa is quite different from
that of neo-colonialism or its older version,’
Amir-Abdollahian told Press TV in Harare, the
capital of Zimbabwe.

“We aim to empower Africa through technol-
ogy transfer,” he said.

The foreign minister continued his remarks
by elaborating on two key points of conver-
gence between Iran and African countries.

African people and their leaders are now
quite sensitive to protecting their indepen-
dence and this is among the commonalities
between Iran and African nations, Amir-Abdol-
lahian underlined.

“Another issue of equal importance for Iran
and Africa is the U.S. sanctions regime. With
Africa’s assistance, we should prevent the
US. and certain states that still have a colo-
nial mindset from utilizing the deadly tool of
sanctions against nations,” Iran’s top diplomat
pointed out.
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He went on to say that extremely severe long-term drought has had
negative effects on 14.2 percent of the country’s total population, severe
long-term drought has hit 47 percent of the country’s population, 30.7
percent of the country’s population is affected by moderate long-term
drought and 5.1 percent of the population is stricken with mild drought.
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Iranian scholars shine at Intl. Social

Robotics Conference

From page 1 » In different parts of the confer-
ence, in addition to presenting the latest findings
in the form of scientific articles, a competition is
held to evaluate the best ideas and designs in the
social robotics field.

This year, the social-cognitive robotics re-
search core of Sharif University of Technology
had active participation in the conference, 3 ac-
cepted essays in the articles section, and a de-
sign in the competition section.

‘A Tablet-Based Lexicon Application for Ro-
bot-Aided Educational Interaction of Children
with Dyslexia’ was one of the three designs nom-
inated for the best design.

Alireza Taheri (a faculty member of the Me-
chanical Engineering and the director of the so-
cial and cognitive robotics laboratory), Ali Qor-
bandaipour (an engineer holding an MS degree),
and Omid Amiri (a BS student) took part in the
conference on behalf of the members of the re-
search group.

They presented their articles and designs and
grabbed first place in the social robotics compe-
tition for ‘T-Dyslexia: Taban 2 Social Robot Pack-
age Assisting Dyslexia.

The ICSR 2023
brought together
researchers working
on the integration
of social robots into
society.

TheICSR

The International Conference on Social Ro-
botics aims to bring together leading academic
scientists, researchers, and research scholars
to exchange and share their experiences and re-
search results on all aspects of the Social Robot-
ics Conference.

It also provides a premier interdisciplinary
platform for researchers, practitioners, and ed-
ucators to present and discuss the most recent
innovations, trends, and concerns as well as
practical challenges encountered and solutions
adopted in the fields of Social Robotics Confer-
ence.

The15th ICSR 2023 brought together research-
ers and practitioners working on the interaction
between humans and intelligent robots and on
the integration of social robots into society.

The theme of this year’s conference is “Hu-
man-Robot Collaboration: Sea, Air, Land, Space,
and Cyberspace”, highlighting all physical and cy-
ber-physical domains where humans and robots
collaborate.

Social and Cognitive Robotics at Sharif Uni-
versity

The line of research focuses on designing/us-
ing Social and Cognitive Robotics, Virtual Reality
Systems, and Human-Robot Interaction (HRI)
platforms for the education and rehabilitation
of children with special needs e.g. children with
autism, children with hearing problems, and chil-
dren with cerebral palsy.

The research includes robots’ design and
fabrication, serious games’ design, artificial in-
telligence and control, conducting educational/
clinical interventions for children, developing
cognitive architectures for social robots, math-
ematical modeling of participants’ behaviors
during HRI, and empowering robots to analyze
users’ behaviors automatically and then react
adaptively.

Recent academic rankings

In October, The Times Higher Education (THE)
World University Rankings 2024 listed 36 Iranian
universities among the world’s top 1,000 institu-
tions, compared with 29 universities in 2023.

The Times Higher Education World University
Rankings 2024 include 1,904 universities across

108 countries and regions.

The ranking is based on 18 carefully calibrated
performance indicators that measure an institu-
tion's performance across five areas: teaching,
research environment, research quality, industry,
and international outlook.

Sharif University of Technology ranks first
among Iranian universities with a rank in the
range of 301-350.

According to an early release from the 2023
edition of the World Intellectual Property Organi-
zation’s (WIPO) Global Innovation Index (Gll), Teh-
ran ranks 34th among the top 100 Science and
Technology (S&T) clusters in the world.

In September, Iranian higher education insti-
tutions once again demonstrated their global
prominence, with 18 universities making their
mark in the prestigious “Performance Ranking
of Scientific Papers for World Universities,” also
known as the “Taiwan Ranking,” released annual-
ly by the National Taiwan University.

The University of Tehran has emerged as the
torchbearer of Iranian academia, securing an im-
pressive global ranking of 286 in the 2023 Taiwan
Ranking. This distinction cements the University
of Tehran’s reputation as a world-class institu-
tion committed to research excellence.

In August, the second edition of the Webo-
metrics ranking 2023 of the World Universities
ranked 440 Iranian institutions among 30,000
top universities worldwide.

Tehran University, ranked 305 in the world, is
the top among Iranian institutions on the list fol-
lowed by Tehran University of Medical Sciences,
Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences.

The first edition of the Webometrics Ranking
of World Universities 2023, in June, ranked 457
Iranian institutions among around 32,000 top
universities across the world.

Universities (ARWU), also known as Shanghai
Ranking, placed ten universities from lran among
the top 1000 universities in the world in the
Shanghai Ranking, 2023, according to the head
ofthelslamicWorldScienceCitationCenter(ISC).

The University of Tehran is among the top 500
universities in the world with a rank of 401-500,
the best among Iranian universities, the ISC head
Ahmad Fazelzadeh said, IRIB reported.

ran ready for scientific co-op

Vice President for Science, Technology, and
Knowledge-based Economy, Rouhollah Dehga-
ni-Firouzabadi, condemning unilateral coercive
measures against Iran’s knowledge-based and
scientific companies, announced Iran’s readiness
for scientific and technological cooperation with
other countries to make a better world.

Referring to the significant role of knowledge
and innovation and their tremendous impact on
the progress of nations, Firouzabadi said Iran’s
civilization has honored knowledge throughout
history.

“Our ancient teachings and the contributions
we have made to the advancement of science and
technology is a proof of that saying”

He made the remarks at the 15th session of the
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
Social Forum held from November 2 - 3, in Gene-
va, IRIB reported.

Iran’s developments in the field of science and
technology, improving people’s welfare by using
science and technology capacities, Iran’s strategies
in dealing with the coronavirus, Iran’s technological
solutions to improve the health of society, techno-
logical employment and solving social problems
with soft technologies were among the most im-
portant topics of Firouzabadi's speech.

“Since the establishment of the United Na-
tions, Iran has remained committed to multilat-
eral cooperation, including global cooperation
through the United Nations.

“We are keen to engage with the internation-
al community and share our research with them
while benefiting from the best practices, devel-
opments, and achievements of other countries in
the fields of science, technology, and innovation,”
IRIB quotes Firouzabadi as saying.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Be afraid of a gentleman when he is hungry, and of a mean person
when his stomach is full.

Imam Ali (AS)
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Dawn: 5:34 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 7:04 (tomorrow)

Tehran conference explores life and career
of Vietnam’s esteemed cultural figure

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN - The Institute for Political and
International Studies in Tehran played host
to a session on Sunday, delving into the life
and career of Ho Chi Minh, the esteemed
President of Vietnam.

The session, entitled “President Ho Chi
Minh - Hero of National Liberation, Great
Man of Culture,” attracted the attendance of
Ambassador Luong Quoc Huy, representative
of Vietnam to Iran, as well as Kamal Sajjadi,
former Iranian Ambassador to Vietnam, Vice
President of the institute Khalil Shirgholami,
and a host of Vietnamese and Iranian
diplomats.

The session, held in collaboration with the
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
aimed to introduce and commemorate this
notable figure of Vietnamese history.

Speaking at the session, the Vietnamese
ambassador expressed high regard for Ho
Chi Minh’s contributions as a cultural figure.

“He is not only revered as a national hero
and an inspiration to oppressed nations
in their struggle against both old and new
colonialism, but he is also highly regarded as
a great cultural figure,” he said.

“His enduring works have consistently
focused on supporting, preserving, and
promoting traditional culture, while attaching
great importance to embracing differences,
fostering diversity, and advancing knowledge
and solidarity,” he stated.

For his part, Shirgholami, referred

to President Ho as a heritage of global
significance, surpassing national boundaries.

Moreover, a photo exhibition showcasing
pivotal moments from President Ho's life and
career was inaugurated on the sidelines of
the event.

Ho Chi Minh, born as Nguyen Sinh Cung in
1890 in Vietnam, led an extraordinary life and
had a remarkable career as a revolutionary
leader and politician. From a young age, he
saw the injustices and exploitation suffered
by the Vietnamese people under French
colonial rule, which propelled him towards a
life dedicated to their liberation.

Ho Chi Minh spent several years abroad,
particularly in France and the Soviet Union,
where he honed his political ideologies and
revolutionary tactics. It was during this
time that he adopted the name Ho Chi Minh,
meaning “Bringer of Light” He became a
founding member of the French Communist
Party and heavily influenced by Marxist-
Leninist thought, which guided his vision for
an independent Vietnam.

Returning to Vietnam in 1941, Ho Chi Minh
established the Viet Minh, a nationalist
and communist organization fighting for
independence from French colonial rule.
Through a combination of guerilla warfare
tactics and political maneuvering, Ho Chi
Minh successfully led the Vietnamese people
in their struggle against both French and
later American intervention. His leadership
and determination culminated in the eventual
reunification of Vietnam in 1975.

Throughout his life and career, Ho Chi
Minh consistently fought for the rights and
freedoms of the Vietnamese people. He was
not only anational hero but also an influential
figure on the world stage, inspiring other
movements and leaders in their fight against
colonialism and imperialism. Ho Chi Minh’s
legacy continues to be celebrated in Vietnam
and he remains a symbol of resilience,
courage, and commitment to the ideals of
independence and social justice.

Cartoon of Day

Big shame ... not a victory
Cartoonist: Emad Hajjaj from Jordan

China shines as the host of the fifth World Media Summit:
Media’s gathering in the Land
of the Red Dragon

Frome Page 1 » and to share
the best possible approaches
based on scientific and empirical
achievements. For example, many
experts and managers emphasized
the importance of using artificial
intelligence capabilities correctly
to prevent the production and
dissemination of fake news and
bias in information delivery. Mutual
respect for ideas and approaches,
alongside  proposing  solutions
necessary for the growth and
empowerment of media, was
another characteristic of the World
Media Summit interms of enhancing
media coordination and integration.
Media outlets and countries align
themselves with programs that
promote the sharing of ideas and
thoughts while respecting diversity.
This respect, coupled with diversity,
has contributed significantly to
strengthening media relations
within the summit.

2. Formation of new media
relationships and collaborations:

Simultaneously  with the
development of social networks
and other capacities of the
cyberspace for information sharing,
competitors and  stakeholders
in the field of communications
have significantly expanded at
the local, national, regional, and
global levels. Those who package
content in various formats using
software mechanisms tailored to
their tastes or the preferences of
their audiences have established
significant  businesses, making
the assessment and evaluation
of content production sources a
difficult task. The World Media
Summit, by incorporating various
mechanisms such as identification

through regional unions and
media  performance  records
in  challenging domestic and

international situations in selecting
and inviting conference guests,
provides an opportunity for credible
participants to come together and
engage in more trusted discussions
and pursue common goals.

During this conference, based
on presentations by media outlets
and experts, participants become
aware of their approaches and
jointly plan new collaborations
and relationships. Furthermore,
the fast-paced nature of media
work, especially in the field of
news, leaves little opportunity for
international dialogues to expand
collaborations  and  develop
networks. From this perspective
as well, the World Media
Summit becomes a remarkable
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opportunity.

3. Capacity to address concerns
of alternative media:

Criticism towards the media
monopoly created by mainstream
media has been a major focus
of critical media theories for
years. This monopoly, in addition
to its content-related aspects,
is also evident in the ownership
of major media outlets, where
individuals or companies
exert significant control over
international communication
mechanisms. Even in an era where
social networks and messaging
apps have strengthened direct

communication between
individuals,  this ~ monopoly
results in susceptibility and

predetermined frames that shape
the audience’s mental image of
events and concepts according to
the preferences of mainstream
media or their owners. The
World Media Summit serves as
an appropriate opportunity for
independent, alternative, or local
media outlets to address the
necessity of hearing all social and
cultural voices and solidify media
diversity as a leading principle in
global interactions.

Media differences sometimes
represent  valuable identities
that should not be eliminated
as global integration trends
unfold. Methodologies used in
communication research show
that perceiving truth is only
possible when equal opportunities
are provided to introduce ideas
and values at the global level or
when dominant media forces are
not seeking to eliminate other
perspectives and social values.
The World Media Summit provides

a capacity for equal opportunities
for alternative media outlets
to present ideas and policies in
response to mainstream media.

4. Increasing  interpersonal
relationships as the primary basis
formediarelationship development:

A social relationship is fully formed
when, in addition to its contractual
dimensions, it also includes human
and interpersonal aspects among
the individuals involved. It is natural
that each individual relies on their
friends to face challenges and
overcome crises in expanding their
relationships. In the media world,
whichrequires mutual understanding
for effective collaboration, this issue
has a special place.

The World Media Summit
provided a valuable opportunity to
establish two-way or multilateral
recognition and deepen
friendships among managers
and media professionals from
around the world. Sometimes,
a bilateral meeting or informal
conversation creates the
groundwork for familiarity and
future collaborations that are not
possible in normal circumstances.
When individual assessments of a
manager’s or media professional’s
credibility are added to the
evaluation of the media entity they
represent, it brings about more
accurate judgments and prevents
insignificant misunderstandings.
Interpersonal  familiarity and
trust make it possible to keep
the window of media-like
conversations open to the
greatest extent possible in media
exchanges and confrontations.

5. Familiarity with China’s
new  development approach

(humanomics) as an exploitable
model:

There is no doubt that China’s
model of development and
progress is unique in the world, a
successful native model that can
be used in neighboring countries,
across Asia, and even globally.
Familiarity with this model at
the World Media Summit was a
rare opportunity for scholars,
theorists, and media managers.
The integration of humanomics
approaches to achieve sustainable
development, which President
Xi Jinping introduced as his
programmatic  approach  to
continue China’s path of progress,
demonstrates that in a vast and
developed country like China,
which actually has a high level of
social normativity and orderliness,
understanding the human needs
and humanization of the economy
is a necessary condition for
speeding up development and
achieving success.

Hard work, attention to detail,
and sustainable relationships
away from tension, while
maintaining independence and
national identity, are the useful
characteristics of this model. A
model that can bring developing
countries in Asia closer together
and create a greater potential
for mutual cooperation between
China and these countries. Of
course, like any other model, this
example must be adapted to the
requirements of each country and
region, and an appropriate model
must be developed.

Mohammad Mahdj Rahmati

is the managing director of the
Tehran Times.

Three Latin American ambassadors visit cartoon and
caricature exhibition in Tehran

TEHRAN-Ambassadors of
three Latin American countries
to Iran paid a visit to the Latin
America Cartoon and Caricature
Exhibition at the Tehran Museum
of Contemporary Art (TMoCA) on
Saturday morning.

According to the Public Relations
Office of the Art Bureau, organizer
of the exhibition, Romina Guadalupe
Pérez Ramos, Eduardo Ricardo
Gradilone Neto, and José Rafael Silva
Aponte, ambassadors of Bolivia,

Brazil, and Venezuela respectively
visited the event on December 9.

Launched on November 11, the
cartoon and caricature exhibition
showcases works by 400 artists
from 15 countries in Latin America,
including Argentina, Ecuador, Brazil,

Honduras, Mexico, Cuba, Chile,
Costa Rica, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Guatemala, Peru,

Uruguay, Venezuela, and Nicaragua.

The artworks on display deal
with the various subjects including

anti-arrogance, anti-Zionist, and
Operation al-Agsa Storm.
Hamas launched  Operation

al-Agsa Storm into the occupied
territories on October 7 in response
to intensified crimes by Israeli forces
and settlers against Palestinians in
the occupied West Bank. In response,
the Zionist regime waged an all-out
war on Gaza, killing more than 17,000
people, about half of them children,
and wounding tens of thousands in
the tightly besieged enclave.

The vibrant artworks also
encompass other themes such
as environmental issues, racial
discrimination, soft war, food
scarcity, water crises, and cultural
invasion.

The exhibit was basically set to
conclude on December 19; however,
as it was welcomed by the audience,
it has been extended and will wrap
up on December 24. The TMoCA is
located adjacent to Laleh Park on
North Kargar Ave.

Refaat Alareer’s poetry translated into many languages
after being killed by Israel

Tributes for Palestinian poet and
academic Refaat Alareer, who was
killed an Israeli strike last week,
have continued to flood social
media, with people celebrating the
life and legacy of a man described
as the “voice of Gaza”.

Alareer, who dedicated his life to
teaching, poetry, creative writing,
translating and activism, was an
outspoken advocate for the end
of Israel's brutal occupation of
Palestine, the New Arab reported.

His most famous works include
one of his last poems, titled “If |
Must Die”, published a month prior

to his death. The poem forewarned
his eventual killing amid Israel’s
relentless onslaught. “If | must die,
letit bring hope. Let it be atale,” the
last line of the poem wrote.

On social media platform X, one
user said they were compelled
to translate Alareer's poem into
Chinese after finding out about his
death.

The user’s post, which attached
the full Chinese translation of If “I
Must Die”, led to an influx of other
posts by readers who were equally
inspired to do the same, as they
made a nod to Alareer’s passion as

atranslator.

Athread of translations has since
followed, with various languages
such as Macedonian, Irish, Spanish,
[talian, Bosnian, Hindi, Japanese
and many more.

“Refaat wrote it in English for
the world to read it. But let it live
in Arabic too, Refaat’s mother
tongue,” another user wrote.

Wusat Ullah Khan, a reporter
for Pakistani news channel Dawn
TV, also recited Alareer's poem
using an Urdu translation during
a live broadcast - in memory of the
deceased poet.

Alareer was killed alongside
his sister and four children in a
shocking killing that stunned
Palestinians in Gaza and beyond.

Friends of the late academic
reported that Alareer had sought
shelter with his sister after Israeli
forces delivered threats to him by
telephone, revealing that they knew
his location.

Israeli  strikes have targeted
intellectuals, joumalists and writers
- like Alareer. Israel began its brutal
bombardment of Gaza on 7 October,
killing at least 17700 Palestinians so far.
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