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Iran denounces 
Swedish verdict 
against Hamid Nouri

TEHRAN- The Foreign Ministry of Iran 
has fervently criticized as “fundamentally 
unacceptable” a Swedish court’s verdict 
against Hamid Nouri, a former Iranian 
judicial officer who is being held unlawfully in 
Sweden.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry’s spokesman, 
Nasser Kanaani, said on Tuesday that “the 
Islamic Republic of Iran regards the primary 
and appeals court’s verdict concerning Iranian 
citizen Hamid Nouri to be fundamentally 
unacceptable and strongly condemns it.”

“It is regrettable that the Swedish court, 
disregarding the standards of a fair trial, has 
moved to issue such a destructive verdict,” he 
added. 

The Stockholm Court of Appeals upheld a 
controversial life sentence for 62-year-old 
Nouri, who was detained in 2019  Page 2

Iran ranks second 
among Islamic nations 
for highly cited patents

TEHRAN – Iran is ranked second in terms 
of the number of patent citations to scientific 
publications among Islamic countries, 
according to the Islamic World Science 
Citation Database (ISC).

Scientific impact is often measured 
using citation counts, which is something 
common in scientometric studies, but these 
citations in technological environments can 
be considered as the impact of science on 
technology, IRIB quoted Ahmad Fazelzadeh, 
head of the ISC, as saying.

This index demonstrates the extent to 
which technological advances and innovations 
are based on the achievements and findings 
of scientific research, he added.

He went on to say, “In the 10-year period 
from 2012 to 2021, more than 99 million 
scientific papers have been published 
worldwide.  Page 7

CPR of a mass 
murderer

By Zahra Akbari

TEHRAN- “Iran’s regime is weaker than it 
looks, and therefore more pliable” is the title 
of an article posted on the Economist web-
site on December 14.

Israel’s destructive attacks on Gaza and 
the ongoing conflict between Israel and Pal-
estine extend beyond the battlefield, with 
the media playing a significant role in this 
war. While Israel continues mass killings in 
Gaza without fearing the consequences of its 
actions, the majority of the Western media 
supports this regime with all its might and 
any dissenting voice is suppressed on the 
charge of being anti-Jewish. Throughout the 
Israel-Palestine conflict, the Economist has 
consistently favored Israel, framing the con-
flict as a battle between Israel and Hamas, 
thus reflecting the broader bias prevalent in 
Western media. The Economist’s more ag-
gressive and less professional approach al-
lows readers to see the general direction of 
Western media without retouching.

Since October 7, the Western media has 
heavily focused on highlighting the differ-
ences between Palestinian resistance forc-
es, Iran, Hezbollah, and other active entities 
within the resistance axis. In this article, the 
author underscores the difference between 
Iran and the resistance forces, asserting that 
despite Iran’s perceived increase in strength, 
it is not so. The author states, “Although 
Iran’s client militias have joined the battle to 
defend Hamas in Gaza,  Page 3

Accusations against 
Tehran baseless: 
nuclear chief 

TEHRAN- Mohammad Eslami, the head 
of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran 
(AEOI), has rebuffed accusations leveled 
against Iran, calling them “baseless.”

Speaking on the sidelines of the cabinet 
meeting on Wednesday, Eslami emphasized 
that the AEOI is operating in accordance with 
the strategic action approved by the Iranian 
Parliament, which aims to pave the way for 
the lifting of sanctions on the country. 

He pointed to the recent report of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
which expressed concerns over unresolved 
nuclear issues in Iran, asserting that the 
report is politically biased and does not 
reflect the actual state of Iran’s nuclear 
program.

“The relations between the IAEA and Iran 
are based on the framework of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and safe-
guards, and the IAEA is fully inspecting Iran’s 
nuclear program,” Eslami clarified.

He urged the remaining parties to the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the 
nuclear deal with Iran, to abide by their com-
mitments, just as Iran has fully implemented 
its obligations.  Page 2
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Israel under pressure to 
accept ceasefire 

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- The Israeli regime is under increasing 
pressure to accept another ceasefire. According to the 
Washington Post, citing Israeli and American sources, 
the regime is mulling a two-week ceasefire to free 
Palestinian prisoners in exchange for Israeli captives. 

There are three main reasons for this. 

Firstly, the Palestinian resistance is inflicting heavy 
losses on the regime’s ground forces. Both Israeli troops 
are being killed, and tanks are being bombed. 

On an almost daily basis now, the Israeli army is 
announcing the fatalities of its ground soldiers. 

On Wednesday, it said that at least two Israeli troops 
had been killed. 

At least three others had been killed on Tuesday, 
according to the Israeli military. 

It brings the number of occupation troops killed in the 
Gaza Strip to more than 135 since the regime waged a 
ground offensive.  Page 5

Hollywood continues turning 
a blind eye to Israeli crimes 

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha

TEHRAN- The strong ties between Hollywood and Israel 
are rooted in a long history at least partially engineered 
by the Israeli government and American Zionist groups.

Israel has historically enjoyed staunch support in 
Hollywood. Its birth in 1948, in the aftermath of the 
Holocaust, was celebrated by a capacity crowd at the 
Hollywood Bowl who listened to a recorded message 
from founding prime minister David Ben-Gurion.

Over the course of 75 years, a staggering number 
of Hollywood stars have supported Israel. From Kirk 
Douglas, Sammy Davis Jr., Elizabeth Taylor, Frank Sinatra, 
and Barbra Streisand to Gal Gadot, Jerry Seinfeld, Jamie 
Lee Curtis, Chris Pine, Liev Schreiber, Amy Schumer, 
and Michael Douglas, the Zionist state has been fully 
embraced, backed, and promoted by Hollywood, a 
treatment no other country has received in Tinseltown.

Hollywood has long enjoyed a special relationship with 
Israel, both on and off the screen. Hollywood’s involvement 
with Israel has been driven by ideology,  Page 8

Gaza war lays bare the immorality 
of the Western world

By professor Hossein Askari

The Secretary General of the United Nations, António 
Guterres, claimed that the Hamas attack of October 7 did 
not happen in a vacuum. If not in a vacuum, what was in 
that space? 

Israel’s 80 years of Zionist cruelty began with the 
confiscation of land and other property and expulsion 
of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians with no 
compensation who were also prohibited from ever 
returning to their homes; a settler rule that is aptly 
characterized by inhumanity, random incarceration, 
torture and murder; with Gaza the largest prison in the 
world, holding 2.3 million Palestinians, isolated from the 
rest of the world; and administered by Israel, an apartheid 
state with three sets of laws—one for Israeli Jews, 
another for Israeli Arabs and yet another for non-Israeli 
Palestinians. The perfect definition of apartheid and 
arguably worse than what we witnessed in South Africa 
as claimed by the late Archbishop Tutu.   Page 5

Yalda’s splendor, 
when love and 
light converge in 
the longest night

By Afshin Majlesi 

As the curtains of autumn draw 
to a close and winter begins its 
ceremonial entrance, Iranians 
worldwide, alongside aficionados 
of Persian culture, prepare in 
anticipation for the year’s Yalda night.

Known nationally as Shab-e Yalda 
or Shab-e-Chelleh, signifying the 
night of the forty, this occasion 
commemorates the initial forty 
days of winter, often considered 
the harshest and coldest period to 
endure.  Page 6

Resistance Holds Firm
Haniyeh thanks Iran for standing with Hamas in Israel’s war on Gaza 
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TEHRAN- Iran’s deputy foreign 

minister for political affairs says 
that despite Washington’s claim 
to be a global champion of human 
rights, what is occurring in Gaza is 
an “annihilation of human existence.”

In an interview with NHK, the 
national broadcaster in Japan, on 
Tuesday, Ali Bagheri Kani stated that 
the United States can no longer le-
gitimately claim to be an “advocate 
of human rights” because of their 
backing of the barbaric Israeli war.

“The Americans claim to be a 
human rights advocate but what is 
happening in Gaza today is not just 
a violation of human rights but anni-
hilation of human existence,” he said. 
“Therefore, the Americans can no 
longer claim to be advocates of hu-
man rights anywhere in the world.”

Bagheri Kani also noted, “What 
we are witnessing in Gaza today is 
a full-scale genocide and a blatant 
crime against humanity. Israel has 
not launched an assault on any mil-
itary targets in Gaza because there 
are no military targets there.”

He went on to say that hospi-
tals, homes, schools, and places 
of worship are among Israel’s tar-
gets in Gaza.

“That is why a significant num-
ber of the dead are women and 
children,” Bagheri Kani added.

Speaking further on the U.S. part 
in the catastrophic conflict, Ba-
gheri Kani pointed out that Wash-
ington’s backing of Tel Aviv plays a 
significant role in motivating the 
occupying regime to carry out and 
escalate its crimes in Gaza.

He also called for measures 
against Israel. 

The Iranian diplomat added, 
“Among such measures can be a 
revision of the political and eco-
nomic relations with the Israeli 
regime,” and that other nations, in-
cluding Japan, could put pressure 
on the U.S. and the occupying force 
to end Israel’s crimes against the 
people of Gaza.

Additionally, Bagheri Kani criti-
cized Washington’s concern for its 
own interests and cited U.S. unilat-
eralism as a barrier to the devel-

opment of justice globally during a 
discussion with Japanese scholars 
and intellectuals at the Islamic Re-
public’s embassy in Tokyo.

He averred, “In the current situ-
ation where the Americans domi-
nate the world with unilateralism, 
they do not allow justice to be es-
tablished in the world. From Iran’s 
perspective, ‘rights-centeredness’ 
is a very important keyword in the 
foundation of international rela-
tions, but the Americans do not 
accept this principle.”

“They see everything through the 
lens of their interests. Therefore, 
they do not acknowledge any rights 
for any player in the international 
scene and they regard shares for 
others based on their interests,” Ba-
gheri Kani added.

Bagheri Kani further emphasized 

that Iran’s “rights-centeredness” 
perspective, which promotes multi-
lateralism and stability, is superior 
to the U.S. “share-centric” approach 
in international relations in terms of 
fostering long-lasting stability.

The Iranian diplomat said that 
there is a real movement of resis-
tance in the area, which has con-
tributed to stability, tranquility, 
and peace.

“The main factor in the fight 
against Takfiri terrorism and Daesh 
was this resistance movement. This 
current cannot be eliminated as it is 
part of the important effort of the 
people of region to preserve their 
identity and existence.”

After Hamas launched Operation 
Al-Aqsa Storm against the usurping 
regime in reprisal for its increased 
atrocities against the Palestinian 
people, Israel launched the bloody 
war on Gaza on October 7.

The Tel Aviv regime has injured 
52,586 Palestinians and killed at 
least 19,667, most of them women 
and children, since the onslaught 
began.

In Gaza, which Israel is putting 
under “complete siege,” numer-
ous additional individuals are also 
missing and thought to be dead 
beneath the rubble.

In an analysis, Kayhan discussed the hours-
long sabotage in the country’s fuel system and 
said: Following this sabotage, the Zionist media 
immediately expressed their presence. Perhaps, 
because the Zionists are in misery and need to 
have a psychological recovery, they immediately 
take responsibility for every negative incident in 
Iran! Acts of Sabotage or terrorist acts were sup-
posed to be carried out in a combined form on 
the anniversary of last year’s riots, and prepara-
tions had been made for that time, but that joint 
operation came to a deadlock due to the humili-
ating inattention of the Iranian nation; and after 
that, the terrible operation of “Al-Aqsa storm”, as 
it broke the back of the Zionist regime, disrupted 
the plan of unrest in Iran despite sabotage and 
terror. The purpose of these actions is to inflame 
society, scare or anger the people, and elevate 
the opposition to come to the field and create 
chaos and insecurity. But the calm reaction of 
the people was like ice water that was poured on 
the fire of sedition and the foreign commanders 
of the operation room.

Iran: The party that withdrew from the 
JCPOA is America, not Iran!

In a note, the Iran newspaper discussed the 
periodic meeting of the United Nations Security 
Council about Resolution 2231 regarding Iran and 
the JCPOA and wrote: In this meeting, the United 
States and the European and Western members 
of the Security Council tried to change the place 
of the right and the wrong, as in the past; but 
the representatives of China and Russia spoke 
decisively about Iran’s rights and demanded the 
resumption of negotiations. According to the 
West’s claim, Iran has continued its provocative 
actions and must take necessary measures to 
reduce tensions. An American diplomat said that 
America is committed to solving international 
concerns about Iran’s nuclear program through 
diplomacy, but unfortunately, this is not Iran’s 
goal. However, the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
continuously tried to revive the JCPOA. However, 
neither the United States nor the three European 
countries are determined to end the significant 
non-implementation of their commitments. As 
usual, today they tried to shift the guilty and the 
victim, launch a disinformation campaign and 
engage in the destructive game of blaming the 
other party while the party that withdrew from 
the JCPOA is America, not Iran!

Siasat-e-Rooz: Europe’s troika scrambles to 
escape disgrace

In an article, Siasat-e-Rooz addressed the 
continuous excuses of the West and Europe in 
the Iran nuclear issue and wrote: The accusations 
of the European troika, which these days is facing 
a critical situation due to the defeat in Ukraine 
and the defeat of the Zionists in Gaza, continue 
and Guterres in the Security Council meeting 
emphasized that the United States must lift its 
sanctions against Iran and extend exemptions 
related to oil trade with Iran in order to resume 
the agreement. Guterres also claimed that the 
IAEA is still unable to verify Iran’s enriched ura-
nium reserves and that Iran maintains more than 
20 times the limit set in the JCPOA. These claims 
have been made while the inspectors of the Agen-
cy are constantly conducting their inspections of 
Iran. Despite the official announcement of the 
Iranian authorities that they were not involved in 
the attacks of the Yemeni army on the positions 
of the United States and the Zionist regime, and 
emphasizing that these decisions were made en-
tirely by Yemen, Guterres claimed that the secre-
tariat has evaluated that the cruise missile used 
in the November 2022 attack by Yemen also had 
an Iranian origin and may have been transmitted 
in a manner contrary to Resolution 2231.

Javan: developments in the Red Sea

In a commentary, Javan discussed the Brussels 
press conference and said: Peter Stano said on Tues-
day in a press conference in Brussels: “Iran is one of 
the partners with whom we interact (regarding the 
developments in the Red Sea).” Repeating the base-
less claims about Iran’s connection with the opera-
tions of resistance groups in the region, he said that 
the high representative (Joseph Borrell) was in con-
tact with Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Ab-
dollahian several times after the start of the recent 
conflicts. He wanted to use the messages and expec-
tations of the European Union from Tehran to trans-
fer its influence on proxy groups and institutions 
supported by this country. Emphasizing the need to 
prevent the spread of tensions in the region, the Eu-
ropean official claimed that the war in Gaza should 
end peacefully. This is while the Zionist regime, with 
the full support of Western countries, has launched 
a massive massacre in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank against the defenseless Palestinian people, and 
so far, nearly 19,000 Palestinians have been martyred.

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

The sabotage project failed

War on Gaza not only violated human 
rights but destroyed humanity: diplomat

From page 1    “The nuclear issue is a nation-
al and strategic one, not a factional or political 
matter,” Eslami underscored, emphasizing the 
public’s awareness of the potential benefits of 
the peaceful nuclear industry for their lives. 

He reiterated Iran’s commitment to the 
JCPOA’s objective of lifting sanctions, calling on 
the signatories to honor their pledges and cease 
coercive measures and attempts to undermine 

the agreement.

Regarding Iran’s agreement with the IAEA, 
Eslami highlighted that the three-paragraph 
document clearly states that Iran’s coopera-
tion with the IAEA is within the framework of 
safeguards and the NPT.

Eslami reaffirmed Iran’s unwavering stance 
on its nuclear rights, stating, “Iran will not take 
a step back from its peaceful nuclear program.”

From page 1    on baseless claims 
of human rights violations and his 
supposed participation in the deaths 
of Iranian detainees in the 1980s.

Kanaani emphasized that by 
making such a decision, Sweden 
has sided with terrorist groups 
opposed to Iran, endangering Teh-
ran-Stockholm relations.

He noted, “Unfortunately, Swe-
den’s judicial system, by siding with 
the terrorist groups that have been 
engaged in the most heinous ter-
rorist and inhumane acts against 
the people of Iran, Iraq, and even 
Europe for decades, has endan-
gered the interests of the two na-
tions as well as the old, historical 
and deep-rooted relations between 
the two countries.”

“In light of its inherent duties in 
defending the rights of its citizens, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran has used 
all legal capacities and facilities to 
free the said citizen from the grips of 
injustice and will continue its efforts 
until the full fulfillment of the rights 
of its citizens,” Kanaani added.

The spokesman further stated 
that the Islamic Republic reserves 
the right to take “appropriate” mea-
sures in this respect.

In November 2019, Nouri was de-
tained while arriving at Stockholm 
Airport and was subsequently tak-
en into custody.

He was put on trial on baseless 
accusations made by elements of 
the terrorist organization Mujahe-
din-e-Khalq Organization (MKO), 
which has publicly boasted of car-
rying out terrorist attacks against 
Iranian officials and citizens who 
are thought to be government 
supporters.

Nouri has vehemently denied 
the terrorist group’s unfounded 
allegations that he was complicit 
in the 1988 death and torture of 
MKO members.

Nouri was given a life sentence by a 
Swedish court in July of last year. The 
court, which Iran first denounced as 
being illegitimate, found Nouri guilty 
of “war crimes and crimes against 
humanity” based solely on testimony 

from MKO terrorists who were living 
in exile around Europe.

Since his erroneous arrest, the for-
mer Iranian judiciary officer has been 
kept in solitary prison.

Back in May, Hamid Nouri’s law-
yers challenged his trial procedure 
and how he is being treated in jail, 
noting the time that the 62-year-old 
man is being held in solitary confine-
ment is too long and is considered a 
“world record.”

According to the Iranian Judicia-
ry-affiliated Mizan news agency, 
Nouri’s attorney Hanna Larsson 
stated that her client has now spent 
3.5 years in solitary confinement in 
Swedish detention centers. 

She also called the lengthy period 
a “record” in the world and the way 
his jailers treat him as “very heinous.”

Based on Larsson’s remarks, Nou-
ri’s family members had been unable 
to visit him.

Additionally, she put the blame on 
the Swedish jail officials for failing to 
set up visits despite having “enough 
time to do so.”

Also, she said, Nouri has recently 
been denied access to his laptop and 
iPad by the jail authorities. 

“He is entitled to have in-person 
and virtual meetings, but no meet-
ings are held,” the lawyer added.

Larsson criticized the Swedish 
government for denying Nouri ac-
cess to important documents that 
are necessary for his legal defense in 
court and rejected the prosecutor’s 
claim that the records had been given 
to her client as “not true.”

“These documents were of great 
value to our client and now we can-
not defend him as we should and be 
ready for defense,” lawyer stressed.

The issue of Nouri’s poor eyesight 
was also brought up by Larsson, 
who said that her client had repeat-
edly asked the prison officials to 
arrange an appointment for him to 
see an ophthalmologist.

Larsson’s comments were cor-
roborated by Nouri’s other attorney, 
Thomas Bodstrom, who also crit-
icized the way his client’s trial was 
conducted.

TEHRAN- The president of Iran 
asserts that the crimes commit-
ted by the U.S. and the Israeli re-
gime against Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip have enraged people 
internationally.

Ebrahim Raisi made the re-
marks in a Tuesday phone call with 
his Turkmen counterpart Serdar 
Berdimuhamedow.

“What is being afflicted on the 
oppressed people of Gaza in terms 
of oppression and crime, by the 
Zionist regime and the U.S. has 
deeply affected and angered all the 
Muslims of the world as well as all 
the people of the world,” the Iranian 
president said.

The atrocities, he stated, “have 
deeply affected and enraged not 

only all the world’s Muslims, but 
only the entire people of the world.”

The president of Iran stressed 
the necessity of using all resources 
at hand to support the oppressed 
Gazan people.

The remarks were made in the 
midst of the war that Israel has 
been waging against the Gaza Strip 

since October 7 in retaliation for an 
operation that the Palestinian re-
sistance groups had organized.

Additionally, Washington has ex-
ercised its veto power over all UN 
Security Council resolutions that 
demanded the establishment of 
a quick cease-fire throughout the 
beleaguered Palestinian territories.

TEHRAN - The commander of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy says his 
force has furnished its vessels with long-range 
missiles, as the country works to strengthen its 
naval presence around the world.

Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsiri told reporters 
on Wednesday that a “revolution” has occurred 
in the might and capabilities of the IRGC’s naval 
forces. “We will utilize artificial intelligence to 
control the recently installed missiles,” said the 
commander, adding that the projectiles can be 
guided even after being fired.

Tangsiri added that two brand new missile 
corvettes will soon be added to the IRGC navy. 
“All of our equipment is fully designed and de-

veloped by Iranian scientists, who have been 
working day and night to ensure the security of 
Iranian borders,” he commented.

In August, the IRGC navy took delivery of so-
phisticated homegrown missile systems, un-
manned aerial vehicles, and armament featuring 
state-of-the-art technologies suitable for elec-
tronic warfare.  

Iran has been trying to strengthen its naval 
presence in both regional and international waters 
in the past years. It added a sophisticated war-
ship to its Caspian Sea Fleet last month, which is 
a 1,400-ton destroyer capable of launching cruise 
missiles while traveling at 30 knots.

Apart from strengthening its naval forces in 
domestic and regional waters, Iran has been 
trying to step foot outside The Persian Gulf and 
the Caspian Sea. The 86th flotilla of the Irani-
an Navy completed a circumnavigation of the 
world in May of this year, after traveling 63,000 
kilometers and crossing the equator four times. 
The country has also announced plans to set up 
a permanent base in Antarctica. «We have own-
ership in Antarctica and the plan is to hoist the 
Iranian flag there and establish a permanent 
base,» Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral 
Shahram Irani declared in September. 

Tehran’s military developments come amid 
years of sanctions and pressure from the West. 

Accusations against Tehran baseless: nuclear chief 

Iran denounces Swedish verdict against Hamid Nouri

U.S., Israeli misdeeds in Gaza infuriated whole world, Raisi says 

IRGC navy now equipped with long-range missiles

TEHRAN – Deputy IRGC Commander-in-Chief 
for Coordination General Mohammad-Reza 
Naghdi has shed light on the multifaceted chal-
lenges confronting the United States, encom-
passing both military and economic dimensions.

Expressing deep concerns about the financial 
struggles of the United States, General Naghdi 
highlighted the alarming number of the coun-
try’s national debt, which soared to a staggering 
$33 trillion in September 2023.

In parallel, Naghdi emphasized the para-
doxical predicament faced by the U.S. mil-
itary, equipped with a robust arsenal, yet 
encountering difficulties in subduing a rela-
tively smaller group of Palestinian resistance 
fighters in the ongoing Gaza conflict.

Shifting his focus to the enduring war in Gaza, 
Naghdi emphasized the prolonged suffering of 
the Gaza Strip’s population, likening the area to 
a massive prison under siege for nearly 75 years. 
The Iranian General expressed astonishment at 
the restrained response of Palestinian youth, 
who, after 75 years and despite enduring many 
hardships, have refrained from strongly retali-
ating against occupiers, in stark contrast to the 
opposing side’s destruction of 60,000 homes.

Naghdi condemned the deliberate targeting of 
hospitals and the disruption of access to medical 
supplies by one side. He juxtaposed this with the 
humane approach of delivering necessary med-
icines to captive patients by the other, accentu-
ating the stark asymmetry in the treatment of 
basic necessities in the conflict.

Turning his attention to the military capa-
bilities of Hamas, Naghdi disclosed that 450 
Israeli tanks, equipped with modern defensive 

systems, have been destroyed in the ongoing 
war. He lauded the courage of Palestinian resis-
tance fighters who actively demonstrate valor, 
standing in stark contrast to those with superior 
weaponry who shy away from battle.

Underlining the dissonance in strategic 
thinking, Naghdi questioned the efficacy of 
Western ideologies compared to the resil-
ience and resourcefulness exhibited by com-
munities under siege.

Furthermore, he rebuked the predominant-
ly Zionist-controlled global media landscape 
for inadequately portraying the suffering of 
innocent Palestinians, asserting the need for 
a more balanced narrative.

With more than two months having passed 
since the Israeli regime’s attempt at a “com-
plete siege” of Gaza, leading to the deaths of 
over 19,700 Palestinians, world powers seem 
indifferent to the ongoing crisis in the Gaza Strip. 
The recent United Nations Security Council res-
olution, intended to halt the military onslaught 
in Gaza, was vetoed by the United States, em-
phasizing the country’s support for the criminal 
actions of the occupying regime.

IRGC general: U.S. confronted by significant 
military and economic challenges 



Iran CP football third 
in world ranking
TEHRAN – Iran are third in the International 

Federation of Cerebral Palsy Football (IFCPF) world 
ranking.

Team Melli sit third with 61.08 points.

Ukraine (64) and Brazil (61.20) are second and 
third in the ranking. 

A team’s total number of points, from 
tournaments held within the current quadrennial 
(four years), are determined by adding the 
highest number of points gained from an eligible 
tournament/level of development in each year.

If a country holds National Championships, 
but in the same year compete in the IFCPF World 
Championships, only the points gained in the IFCPF 
World Championships would be used in that year 
because they would be greater than those gained 
from holding National Championships.

Cerebral Palsy Football, also called 7-a-side 
football or formerly Paralympic Football, is an 
adaptation of association football for athletes with 
Cerebral Palsy and other neurological disorders, 
including stroke and traumatic brain injury. 

From 1978 to 2014, cerebral palsy football was 
governed by the Cerebral Palsy International 
Sports and Recreation Association (CPISRA). In 
January 2015, governance of the sport was taken 
over by the International Federation of Cerebral 
Palsy Football, under the umbrella of Para Football.

PGPL: Nassaji, 
Rahmati part 
company
TEHRAN – Nassaji football team head coach 

Mehdi Rahmati stepped down from his role 
following poor results in the 2023/24 Iran’s 
Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) on Wednesday. 

Nassaji lost to Esteghlal 4-0 on Tuesday in 
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium. 

The Ghaemshahr-based club are reportedly 
looking forward to hire a foreign coach. 

Rahmati had replaced Spanish coach Carlos 
Inarejos in June but failed to meet the expectations. 

Under tutelage of the former Iran and Esteghlal 
goalkeeper, Nassaji failed to book a place in the 
2023 AFC Champions League next round and sit 
15th in Iran 16-team league. 

PGPL: Mahmoud 
Fekri no longer 
Havadar coach
TEHRAN – Mahmoud Fekri and Havadar 

football club parted ways by mutual consent on 
Wednesday.

Fekri took charge of the Tehran-based football 
team in June but failed to meet the expectations. 

Havadar suffered a heavy 5-0 loss against 
Sepahan on Matchday 13 of the 2023/24 Iran’s 
Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) on Wednesday. 

Havadar have lost seven times so far and sit 
13th in the 16-team league, one point above the 
relegation zone. 

Iran beach soccer 
lose to Senegal: 
friendly
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s beach soccer team was 

defeated against Senegal 5-4 in a friendly match 
on Wednesday.

The match was held in the southern Iranian city 
of Bushehr as part of preparation for the 2024 
FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup.

Team Melli had lost to the African powerhouse 
in its first match on Tuesday.

Iran will open the 2024 FIFA Beach Soccer World 
Cup on February 15, 2024 with a match against 
Spain in Group B. Tahiti and Argentina are also in 
the group.

The 2024 FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup will be 
held in Dubai, the UAE, from February 15 to 25.

Iran move up in FIBA 
World Ranking Boys
TEHRAN – Iran basketball team moved up 

three places in the FIBA World Ranking Boys. 

The Iranian team rose to 20th with 528.8 
points. 

The U.S. defend their spot atop the 
Ranking, thanks to winning the FIBA U16 
Americas Championship 2023 and reaching 
the Semi-Finals of the FIBA U19 Basketball 
World Cup 2023.

They eased to their eighth consecutive 
undefeated U16 continental tournament in 
Merida, Mexico to qualify for the FIBA U17 
Basketball World Cup 2024. The Americans 
finished fourth at the FIBA U19 World Cup 2023, 
missing out on the podium for the first time 
since the FIBA U19 World Cup in 2011. The U.S. 
Basketball are still dominating the FIBA World 
Ranking Boys with a comfortable margin.

Spain once again are ranked second in the 
world, jumping from 722.6 points to 745.9. The 
Spanish ended a 24-year drought and claimed 
their second FIBA U19 World Cup title following 
1999 while also winning the FIBA U16 European 
Championship 2023 and taking second place at 
the FIBA U18 European Championship 2023.

France are still No. 3 with 732.7 points after 
finishing second at the FIBA U19 World Cup 
2023, third at the U16 European tournament 
and fourth at the U18 European level in the 
summer of 2023.

Following France at No. 4 once again are 
Australia (690.6) with Serbia jumping one spot 
to fifth with 690.1 points. The Serbians won the 
title at the U18 European Championship 2023 
and were sixth at the FIBA U19 World Cup 2023.

Turkey moved up two spots to number 6 
with 686 points following their third placed 
finish at the FIBA U19 World Cup this year, a 
result matching their greatest achievement in 
this competition.

Russia Football 
Union votes against 
switch to AFC
TEHRAN - The Russian Football Union 

(RFU) has voted against switching its football 
federation membership to Asia from Europe, 
Russian news agencies reported on Wednesday.

 RFU  has opted to stay in the European fold 
as Moscow eyes progress in relations with UEFA.

Global and European football’s governing 
bodies, FIFA and UEFA, decided in February 
2022 that all Russian teams, whether 
national or club sides, would be suspended 
from participation in their competitions after 
Moscow launched what it calls a “special 
military operation” in Ukraine.

Russia was considering joining the Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC), RFU head 
Alexander Dyukov said late last year.

“The question (of moving to the AFC) was 
discussed. We unanimously voted against as 
there are no guarantees from FIFA,” the RIA 
news agency quoted RFU committee member 
Mikhail Gershkovich as saying on Wednesday. 
“We have decided to continue contacts with 
UEFA, especially as there is progress.

“Let’s see how the situation develops next 
year.”

FIFA and UEFA have shown signs of relaxing 
restrictions on Russian youth teams in recent 
months.

UEFA in September said “children should not 
be punished for actions whose responsibility 
lies exclusively with adults”, but later abandoned 
a plan to reinstate Russia’s Under-17 sides to 
European competition.

FIFA in October did opt to lift Russia’s ban 
from international football by allowing under-17 
girls and boys teams from the country to take 
part in tournaments.

That move was conditional on those teams 
playing under the name of the ‹Football Union of 
Russia’ rather than Russia, and playing in neutral 
colours, without their national flag, national 
anthem, national-team kit and equipment, FIFA 
said at the time.
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IRAN IN FOCUS
Haniyeh thanks Iran for standing with Hamas in Israel’s war on Gaza 

TEHRAN- The trial of Swedish citizen Johan 
Floderus was held at Branch 26 of the Islamic 
Revolution Court with the presence of the Swedish 
embassy’s charge d’affaires. 

The hearing session was chaired by Judge 
Afshari along with the presence of judges of 
Branch 26, the prosecutor’s representative, Johan 
Floderus, his lawyers, the official translator, and 

the charge d’affaires of the Swedish embassy.          

Referring to the first session of the court, Judge 
Afshari said, “ Based on the indictment issued 
by the General and Revolutionary Prosecutor’s 
Office of Tehran, intelligence monitoring of Iran’s 
security forces, checking of messages, emails 
and monitoring of your mobile phone, your trips 
to many countries, your presence in the border 
cities of Iran, your communications and trips 
to the occupied territories and other existing 
evidence, the accusations against you are based 
on corruption on Earth through actions against 
the security of the country and the territorial 
integrity of the Islamic Republic and cooperation 
with the Zionist regime.”

In the continuation of the court session, 
Floderus appeared in the stand and expressed 

his defense. 

Regarding the latest status of Floderus, 
Judiciary spokesman Masoud Setayeshi said, “The 
case is being investigated in Branch 26 of the 
Islamic Revolution Court, and the third hearing of 
Floderus’s case was held on December 18.”

Setayeshi added that the charges against 
Floderus are based on Articles 286 and 610 of the 
Islamic Penal Code, as well as Article 6 of the Law 
on Hostile Actions of the Zionist Regime against 
Peace and Security.

He stated that Floderus has been in temporary 
detention since last year.

According to Setayeshi, after the reading of the 
indictment and the statement of the charges, the 
court hearings will continue and Floderus will be 
given the opportunity to defend himself. 

Court hearing of Johan Floderus held 

Frome Page 1   their efforts have been half-
hearted”. In fact, a strip in the land of Palestine 
is under a complete siege from the sea and 
the land, and even the entry of food is difficult, 
and hospitals and their infrastructures are 
bombarded by Israel with bombs sent from 
the West, and no one has been able to help 
Gaza in this situation. Furthermore, the author 
asserts, “Iran has been boxed in by America, 
which has sent two aircraft-carrier groups to 
the Middle East. This seems to have deterred 
Iran from ordering Hezbollah, its Lebanese 
proxy, to escalate the war over Gaza. It knows 
that anything more than token attacks on Israel 
would risk a devastating response.” However, 
this perspective misconstrues the dynamics at 
play. In reality, American bases in the region are 

targeted by missiles from the resistance forces, 
and Hezbollah is actively engaging in targeted 
attacks within occupied territories. Additionally, 
American naval vessels have struggled to secure 
shipping routes, while Israeli ships remain 
vulnerable to Yemeni forces’ surveillance.

At the end of the article, the author suggests 
that “America should continue to focus on de-
escalation. That means continuing to show 
strength. It should maintain military pressure on 
Iran and its proxies, and stand up an international 
coalition to deter Yemen’s Houthis from further 
attacks on commercial ships in the Red Sea.” In 
this suggestions, the author has overlooked some 
of the clear realities of today’s world. For several 
years, the United States has started looking to 

the East and has shifted its focus from the West 
Asia region. Whether United States wants it or 
not, China has gained power and United States 
has already lost some of its sphere of influence 
in the world. The Ukraine war is raging, and 
America is still committed to supporting this 
country, and the Zionist regime, even without war, 
is suffering from many internal problems that 
cannot be solved with American weapons and 
financial supports. Economist writers can repeat 
to themselves that Iran is no longer strong, but 
this perception does not change this reality: the 
fate of wars and crises in West Asia is no longer 
determined by the movement of American naval 
forces, and such analyses cannot change the spirit 
and face of the Zionist regime.

CPR of a mass murderer

By Sadegh Fereydounabai 

TEHRAN- The Palestinian 
resistance remains “firm on the 
battlefield,” according to the head 
of Hamas’ political bureau, in spite 
of 2.5 months of Israeli war crimes 
in the beleaguered Gaza Strip.

Ismail Haniyeh stated in a 
meeting with Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
in the Qatari capital Doha on 
Wednesday that the Israeli 
military’s aerial, naval, and ground 
strikes on beleaguered Gaza had 
been unparalleled.

“The Zionist regime and its allies 
thought that they could eliminate 
the resistance this way and force 
it to raise the white flag,” he noted.

“The resistance, however, held 
firm and stood steadfast on the 
battlefield and inflicted heavy 
damage on the Zionist regime 
after 75 days of Israeli crimes 
and mass murders as part of its 
scorched-earth policy.”

Haniyeh also praised the 
Palestinian people for their 
exceptional fortitude in supporting 
the resistance movement while 
suffering greatly as a result of 
their stance.

He underlined that despite 
Israel having demolished hundreds 
of houses, assaulted hospitals, 
murdered and maimed tens of 
thousands of people in Gaza, and 

prevented humanitarian aid from 
entering the blockaded region, the 
Palestinian people continues to 
walk on the path of resistance.

The head of Hamas also 
expressed gratitude to Amir 
Abdollahian for keeping track of 
events in Gaza, mentioning that 
since the onset of the conflict, the 
senior Iranian diplomat has visited 
Qatar four times.

Amir Abdollahian, for his part, 
emphasized that Iran will keep 
up its diplomatic efforts to assist 
“the oppressed but powerful 
and patient Palestinian nation” 
in an effort to oppose pro-Israeli 
political schemes that are imposed 
and put an end to Israel’s illegal 
aggression and siege of Gaza.

“Today, no one has doubts that 
the resistance and the Palestinian 
nation have proven their power 

and resolve in the face of the 
Zionist regime’s killing machine 
despite enduring a lot of pain and 
suffering and sacrificing more 
than 20,000 martyrs in the past 75 
days,” he said.

The Iranian foreign minister 
further denounced Washington’s 
senseless encouragement of Tel 
Aviv’s “insane military strategy” 
and called for an immediate end 
to Washington’s “all-out and 
unrestricted” backing for Israel in 
the Gaza conflict.

He also highlighted the U.S. 
perplexity over its Gaza approach, 
saying, “All those at the White 
House believe that the Zionist 
regime must be victorious in 
the field. Now, however, they are 
seeking to get out of this war with 
dignity through a political method 
and save the Israeli regime from 
its failure of strategy given the 

realities on the field and the 
resilience of the resistance and the 
Palestinian people.”

It is worth saying that during 
the bloody onslaught on Gaza, 
Israeli officials have gained little of 
military substance. 

With the rise of number of 
civilian damages in Gaza, the Israeli 
army inflicted heavy loss on the 
innocent people of Gaza but gained 
no military breakthrough. Instead, 
according to recent polls, Hamas 
popularity is on the rise despite the 
Israeli expectations envisioning to 
obliterate the movement in a wink 
of an eye.        

The other topic which needs to 
be addressed is the post-war Gaza. 
The Israeli officials considered 
after the end of the war that they 
can install any group which is on 
its side despite the fact that such 
a theme is truly senseless because 
Israel claimed to be the sole winner 
of the war but failed to achieve its 
declared objectives.      

Israeli authorities are 
desperately trying to launch 
another ceasefire which insinuates 
that Hamas delivered another 
crushing blow to the regime. But 
this time things are different: there 
is an all for all deal, indicating that 
all prisoners should be swapped 
with all the captives.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Resistance Holds Firm

TEHRAN- Senior diplomats 
from Germany and Sweden were 
summoned to the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry on Wednesday over court 
procedures against Iranian nationals 
in the European countries.

In response to the Swedish court’s 
upholding of life sentence against 
Hamid Nouri, the Director General 
of Western Europe summoned the 
Swedish Embassy’s chargé d’affaires 
to convey Iran’s strong protest. 

The Director General of the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry’s Western 
Europe Department delivered 
Iran’s strong demarche, saying 
the court has based its ruling on 
unfounded allegations provided by 
notorious terrorists. 

“It is unfortunate that the false 
claims of individuals and groups 
that have committed the most 
heinous terrorist and anti-human 
acts against the people of Iran, Iraq, 
and Europe for decades have been 
used in the courtroom. Furthermore, 
no regulations and standards were 
followed to respect the basic rights 

[of the detainee],” Iranian media 
quoted the diplomat as saying.

The German ambassador to 
Tehran Hans-Udo Muzel was also 
summoned to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, following news that 
A German court leveled accusations 
against Iran, which prompted the 
German federal foreign office to 
summon the Iran Chargé d’affaires.

Advisor calls life sentence for 
Hamid Nouri ‘unfair’ 

A senior Iranian official said on 
Wednesday that the life sentence 
upheld by the Swedish Court 
of Appeal for Hamid Nouri was 
“totally unfair.”

Speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of a cabinet meeting, the 
vice president for legal affairs, 
Mohammad Dehghan, emphasized 
that Sweden had violated all human 
rights standards.

Expressing his regret for the 
Swedish judicial system, he said, 
“Sweden violated all human rights 
and international law standards in 

the case of Hamid Nouri.” 

The Stockholm Court of 
Appeals upheld a controversial 
life sentence for an Iranian citizen, 
who was arrested in 2019 under 
unfounded allegations. 

The court announced that 
it has “affirmed the judgment 
in significant parts” accusing 
62-year-old Hamid Nouri of 
“grave breaches of international 
humanitarian law and murder.” 

Nouri who has reportedly been 
kept in solitary confinement by 
the Swedish government for the 
majority of the past 50 months, was 
given a life sentence in July of 2022. 

He was accused of “war crimes 
and crimes against humanity” 
based on allegations put forth by the 
Mojehiden-e-Khalq Organization 
(MKO), a terrorist group based in 
Europe that’s killed an estimated 
number of 18,000 Iranian civilians in 
the past decades. 

Nouri is a retired employee of 
the Iranian judiciary. His family has 

spoken out about his illegal arrest, 
saying he has been humiliated and 
beaten several times throughout 
his detention, while being denied 
access to medical service despite his 
deteriorating health. 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry previously 
condemned Nouri’s detention, 
asking for the immediate release of 
the Iranian citizen.

Dehghan said about the 
annulment of the decision of 
the government regarding the 
import of cars by national players 
and football technical staff, “This 
decision is completely legal, but 
at the same time, we respect the 
decision of the Administrative 
Court of Justice. Also, we and 
the Ministry of Sports were not 
invited to defend the government’s 
decision in this meeting.”

The legal deputy of the president 
added, “In order not to cause 
problems for the athletes and 
those who have rights, we will 
immediately prepare a new text and 
approve it in the government.”

Iran summons German, Swedish envoys



TEHRAN- As announced by an official with 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the production of 
medicinal plants in the country is anticipated 
to reach 450,000 tons in the current Iranian 
calendar year (ends on March 20).

Hossein Zeynali, the director of the 
ministry’s medicinal plants national plan, also 
announced that such plants are currently 
cultivated in near 260,000 hectares of land in 
the country.

According to the published statistics, 
400,000 people are working in the production 
of medicinal plants in Iran.

Also, 32,000 people are working in 
packaging of these plants.

As stated by an official with the Ministry 
of Health, Iran holds some 40 percent share 
of the market for medicinal plants in the 
neighboring countries.

“A large volume of pharmaceuticals, 
supplements, food products, and beverages 
are exported to Iraq, Turkey, Georgia, Armenia, 
and Afghanistan,” IRNA quoted Hamidreza 
Banafsheh as saying in late October.

Iran is among the leading countries in 
the field of medicine and health technology, 
supplying 98 percent of pharmaceutical items 
to the domestic market, the official noted.

“Nearly 450 out of 1,400 knowledge-
based companies are active in the field of 
herbal medicines, biotechnology, and food 
industries.”

He went on to say that the National Institute 
for Medical Research Development aims at 

expanding exports of medicinal products.

Since most of the raw materials for the 
production of herbal medicines are native to 
the country, these products can internationally 
compete with those of the other countries, he 
added.

Besides, some 15 to 20 percent of Iran’s 
herbal medicines are unique in the world. 
Iran has the capacity to introduce new herbal 
medicines to the world, he highlighted.

Producing and commercializing 
pharmaceutical plants are the best ways 
to introduce the rich resources of herbal 
medicines which, in addition to making foreign 
currency revenues for the country, will lead to 
the scientific authority of Iran in this field, he 
concluded.

According to the chairman of the Union 
of Medicinal Plants Exporters of Iran, the 
country’s export of medicinal plants can be 
increased through compliance more with the 
world standards.

Mohammad-Ali Rezaei Kamal-Abad 
stated that world standards are increasing 
due to the health-oriented consumption of 
herbal products, and failure to comply with 
these standards will lead to the return or 
destruction of these products.

“In the past years, poisons have entered the 
country, which are not only not used in other 
countries, but have also caused water and soil 
pollution in our country”, he lamented.

Referring to the importance of agricultural 
product export standardization, he added: 
“Standardization is done in our country, but 
this standardization is not up-to-date. With 
the coordination of ministries, expenditure 
and updating of information can help to 
standardize agricultural products and develop 
the export of these products”, he commented.

He said that having more than 11 climates 
out of 13 climates, Iran has 8,000 varieties 
of medicinal plants, which is at least twice as 
much as Europe.

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial 
official, about 166,000 tons of non-oil goods 
worth about $284 million were exported from 
Zanjan province during the first eight months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-November 21).

Zeyn-ul-Abedin Ganj-Khanlou, the director-
general of the province’s customs department, 
said that the eight-month export indicates 29 
percent fall in terms of value, and 14 percent 
drop in terms of weight, year on year.

The official also announced that over 441,000 
tons of non-oil goods worth about $356 million 
were imported to the province during the eight-
month period, with 16 percent rise in terms of 
value, and eight percent growth in terms of 
weight, year on year.

He named Turkey, Iraq, Russia, the UAE, and 
Pakistan as the main export destinations, and 
Turkey, the UAE, Switzerland, Germany, and 
China as the major sources of import.

As previously announced by the head of 
the province’s Industry, Mining and Trade 
Department, commodities valued at $579 
million were exported from Zanjan province in 
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on 
March 20).

Saying that six countries were added to 
the export destinations of the province, Majid 
Golshani said that currently, the main export 
target countries of the province are Turkey, 
Iraq, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Pakistan, 
India, Azerbaijan, Oman, South Africa, Russia, 
and Spain.

He named zinc ingots, transformers and 
accessories, rebars, steel ingots, copper wire, 
zinc concentrate, cardboard, lead ingots, and 
dairy products as the main exported items.

The official further announced that 
commodities worth $504 million were imported 
to the province in the previous year, and named 
Turkey, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, 
Germany, Slovakia, Singapore, Italy, China, Hong 
Kong, and Spain as the main sources of imports.

He listed wood pulp, recycled paper and 
cardboard, tobacco, polyamide and plastic tape, 
production line machines, polyamide thread and 
polyester thread as the major imported items.

According to the data released by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-oil exports 
exceeded $32 billion in the first eight months of 
the current Iranian calendar year.

Based on the IRICA data, Iran exported 
90.044 million tons of non-oil commodities 
worth $32.243 billion in the mentioned eight 
months.

The non-oil exports in the mentioned period 
increased by 27 percent in terms of weight, and 
1.6 percent in terms of value, year on year.

The average value of each ton of exported 
goods in the first eight months of the current 
year was $358 while the average value of each 
ton of exported goods in the previous year’s 
same period was reported to be $462.

Liquefied natural gas, liquefied propane, 
methanol, petroleum bitumen, and liquefied 
butane were the five main exported goods in 
the period under review.

Iran’s top export destination during this 
period was China with $9.158 billion worth of 
imports from the Islamic Republic, followed 
by Iraq with $6.023 billion, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) with over $4.162 billion, Turkey 
with $3.028 billion, and India with $1.466 billion.

Meanwhile, some 24.709 million tons of 
goods valued at $42.199 billion were imported 
into the country in the said period, indicating a 
12.36-percent rise in terms of value, and a 4.32 
percent increase in terms of weight, year on 
year.

The average customs value of each ton of 
imported goods during this period was $1,708, 
which shows a 7.70 percent increase compared 
to the same period last year.

Corn, mobile phones, soybeans, automobile 
parts, sunflower seeds, and safflower were 
the five main items of imported goods in the 
mentioned eight-month period.

The country’s top five sources of imports in 
the first eight months of the current year were 
the UAE with $13.054 billion, China with $12.191 
billion, Turkey with $4.443 billion, Germany 
with $1.428 billion, and India with $1.244 billion 
worth of imports.

TEHRAN - Iran’s rail transit is 
going to set a new record in the 
current Iranian calendar year (ends 
on March 20, 2024), according to 
the head of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Railways (RAI).

Miad Salehi said the rail transit 
through the country registered a 
five percent hike in the first five 
months of the current calendar 
year (March 21-August 22) 
compared to the same period last 
year, the portal of Iran’s Transport 
Ministry reported.

Speaking in a news briefing on 
the sidelines of the seventh edition 
of Iran International Exhibition 
of Transportation, Logistics and 
Related Industries dubbed, Salehi 
pointed out that 21.6 million 
passengers were transported 
in the first eight months of the 
current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-November 21) through 
the rail transportation network, 

also showing a 10 percent hike 
compared to the last year’s 
corresponding period.

It is expected that 30 million 
passengers will be transported in 
the country by the end of the current 
Iranian calendar year, which will be 

another record in the history of the 
railway company, he stated. 

The deputy Transport Minister 
also pointed to the memorandums 
of understanding (MOUs) inked 
with the partners and neighboring 
states including Russia, 

Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and 
Turkey and stated that a part of 
these agreements will become 
operational in early 2024.

’Iran could export freight 
wagons to other countries’

Salehi also mentioned the 
high quality of Iran-made freight 
wagons and noted that the country 
could export such wagons to other 
countries.

“We do not have any problems in 
the production of freight wagons, 
and good facilities are equipped in 
the country and due to the good 
quality of domestically produced 
wagons, there is a possibility of 
export,” the official said.

According to Salehi, production 
of freight wagons has increased 
by 48 percent in the current year 
and the production of new freight 
locomotives has also grown by 92 
percent.

TEHRAN – During a meeting of the 
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)’s Mining 
and Mineral Industries Committee, the 
members called on the government to 
exempt small mines from paying export 
duties, the ICCIMA portal reported on 

Wednesday.

In the meeting, Bahram 
Shakouri, the head of the 
committee, warned against 
the consequences of levying 
export duties on raw and semi-
raw materials for small private 

mines and said: “At least non-
governmental units should be 
exempted from such duties.”

According to Shakouri, the 
government’s decision for levying 
duties on minerals will stop the 
inflow of foreign currency and will 

ultimately harm the government.

“The implementation of the 
new regulation will also stop 
foreign investment. Why should 
an investor invest when the 
company’s profit can be easily 
affected by a circular,” he said.

TEHRAN - The Iranian National 
Tax Administration (INTA) collected 
5.02 quadrillion rials (about $10.02 
billion) of taxes during the first 
nine months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-December 

21), a tax official said.

According to Shahin Mostofi, 
director general of INTA Audit Office, 
the country’s tax revenue is expected 
to reach 7.48 quadrillion rials (about 
$14.96 billion) by the end of the 

current calendar year (March 20, 
2024), Mehr News Agency reported.

Iran has introduced measures 
in recent years to crack down on 
tax evasion as part of plans to rely 
more on domestic resources of the 

economy and to offset the impacts 
of U.S. sanctions.

INTA managed to realize the 
goals set for the organization in the 
previous Iranian calendar year by 104 
percent.

TEHRAN - The Iranian parliament approved 
the general outlines of the national budget bill 
for the next Iranian calendar year 1403, which 
starts on March 20, 2024, IRNA reported.

During an open session of Majlis (Iranian 
parliament) on Wednesday, the national budget 
bill for the next year was put to a vote and 154 MPs 
out of 222 MPs who were present voted in favor of 
it and the generalities of the bill were approved.

President Ebrahim Raisi submitted the 
national budget bill for the next Iranian year to 
the Majlis on December 5.

The proposed budget for the next year 
amounts to about 54.18 quadrillion rials (about 
$108.36 billion at the free market rate of 
500,000 rials), with an 18 percent rise from the 

current year’s budget.

The bill has estimated the government’s 
budget at 24.29 quadrillion rials (about $48.58 
billion).

Public resources are estimated at 14.95 
quadrillion rials (about $29.9 billion).

The crude oil income is predicted to be 5.54 
quadrillion rials (about $11.08 billion), and oil 
sales are estimated at 1.35 million barrels per 
day at an average price of €65.

Like the current year’s budget, the next year’s 
proposed budget requires the government to 
pay 40 percent of its oil, gas, and gas condensate 
revenues to the National Development Fund 
(NDF).

Tax revenues are predicted to be 11.22 

quadrillion rials (about $22.44 billion) which 
is 49.8 percent more than the figure for the 
current year’s budget bill.

The data provided in next year’s budget bill 
indicate that the government is taking major 
steps to distance the economy from oil, as a big 
portion of the income is set to be gained from 
sources other than oil and gas.

Oil incomes in the next year’s budget bill 
are estimated to be 6.2 percent less than the 
ceiling allowed in the budget law, accounting 
for only 22.8 percent of the total incomes. On 
the other hand, the share of tax revenues is 
twice the revenues from oil and gas sales, which 
means changing the budget approach from oil 
revenues to sustainable revenues.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 1,636 points (0.07 
percent) to 2,210,219 on Wednesday, which is the 
fifth day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. The other three ones 
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter 
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB). 

The head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) mentioned the measures taken by 
this organization in the past Iranian calendar year 1401 
(which ended on March 20) and explained the priorities 
and key plans of the SEO in 1402.

In a message on the occasion of the New Year, 
Majid Eshqi wrote:

In 1401, one of the main goals of SEO was to 
protect the rights of investors and restore their 
confidence in the capital market. In this regard, 
various programs were targeted and implemented: 
(1) Development and improvement of intelligent 
monitoring systems in market sectors and financial 
institutions, (2) Payment of interest through the 
comprehensive customer information system of 
Sejam, including annual and annual profits, so that 
small shareholders can ensure that they receive 
their profits at the lowest cost, (3) Launching new 

investment instruments, including certificates 
of deposit of gold bullion, crude oil and gas 
condensate, so that small shareholders can invest 
in basic and relatively inflation-proof assets in small 
amounts, (4) Diversification of investment funds 
to cover the tastes and needs of a wider range 
of retail investors, (5) A jump in the licensing of 
financial institutions with the aim of improving the 
competitive environment and increasing the quality 
of customer service, (6) Building trust through the 
promotion of the Capital Market Stabilization Fund’s 
status and introducing the shareholder portfolio 
insurance plan for retail investors, (7) Improving 
market micro-structures such as increasing the 
range of volatility with the aim of smoothing the 
market flow, and (8) Issuing new guidelines for 
corporate governance in order to protect the rights 
of shareholders by publishers. Today, we can say 
with pleasure that the trust of small shareholders 
has been significantly restored as a fundamental 
step towards popularizing the economy.

In addition to the above actions, the Securities and 
Exchange Organization has always tried to lay the 
ground for the continuation of sustainable growth 
and increase the efficiency of the capital market by 
carrying out structural reforms, and in this regard, 
five key programs are prioritized:

1- Indirect investment development: In the 
past year, a good amount of diversity was created 
in indirect investment instruments, especially 
investment funds, and we continue to focus on 
deepening these new and efficient instruments 
and promoting them for investors.

2- Creating a platform for transparent and 
diverse financing: By defining technical and legal 
infrastructures to facilitate micro and macro 
financing by the private and non-governmental 
sectors, a new chapter of financing projects and 
businesses was established, and the government 
was able to implement its plan to transfer the 
shares of companies along with the transfer of 

operational management without harming the 
capital market. The initial offering of shares of 
businesses based on new technologies was also 
a big step towards the financing of knowledge-
based companies, which will be followed seriously 
in the current year in a higher volume and of 
course according to the market capacities.

3- Smart regulation and monitoring: The 
organization’s new approach to smart and 
preventive monitoring, along with the launch 
of systems for speeding up the handling of 
complaints, promises a new move that will 
greatly help to reduce violations in this market 
by formulating the necessary regulations in the 
amendment of the stock market law.

4- Revision of the regulatory infrastructure: 
Due to the necessity of implementing professional 
and uncomplicated principles and rules in the 
direction of the sustainable development of the 
capital market, in addition to the measures taken 
in order to amend the corporate governance 
guidelines for publishers and the guidelines 
for identifying and reporting the confidential 
information holders in the organization, 
some reforms, which need the changes in the 
stock market law, have also been considered 
in cooperation with the legislator, which will 
definitely ensure the long-term interests of the 
capital market.

5- Derivative market development: Some 
basic measures in the field of capital market 
infrastructure and also in the field of designing 
derivative instruments with the aim of making the 
market two-way and providing risk management 
instruments for market participants were 
implemented in the past year, and therefore there 
is full readiness and determination to make these 
efforts come to fruition with the introduction 
of new derivative instruments, especially in the 
stock market, from the beginning of this year.
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Annual production of medicinal plants 
expected to reach 450,000 tons

Commodities worth $284m exported 
from Zanjan province in 8 months

ICCIMA calls on govt. to exempt small mines from export duties

INTA collects over $10b of taxes in 9 months

MPs approve general outlines of national budget bill

TEDPIX drops 1,600 points on Wednesday

Iran’s annual rail transit expected to set 
new record: RAI head



Israel under pressure to accept ceasefire 
Yemen is shaping the course of the Gaza war
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From page 1   Israel has been a country that 
breaks international law on a daily basis, by 
expanding its unlawful settlements in the West 
Bank, annexing homes and land, separating 
Palestinian families and incarcerating and 
torturing them with no formal charge or trial.

Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu calls 
Hamas and those in Gaza “animals” and Amihai 
Eliyahu, one of Israel’s far-right ministers, 
proposes dropping Israel’s nuclear bombs on 
the inhabitants of Gaza. Frank N. von Hippel, 
Emeritus Professor of Public and International 
Affairs with Princeton University’s Program on 
Science and Global Security calls this a “criminal 
statement” by a “lunatic.” Biden says he 
supports Israel and a two-state solution at the 
same time as a minister in Netanyahu’s cabinet 
promises that there will never be a Palestinian 
state: “We live here, this is our country. The 
historical estate of our ancestors. There will 
be no Palestinian state here. We will never 
allow another state to be established between 
the Jordan and the sea.” Who are we to believe 
Biden, the most Zionist U.S. president ever, or 
senior Israelis? 

Israel can do all that it has and get away 
with it because of Western colonial support. 
This support comes primarily from the United 
States with military, economic, intelligence, 
media and political backing as exemplified by 
its dozens of UN Security Council (UNSC) vetoes 
to protect a rogue state, even going so far as to 
veto a ceasefire, ruining its own international 
reputation, perhaps beyond repair for years to 
come. The U.S. is all in and complicit with Israel, no 
matter how vehemently it denies this and urges 
Israel to spare civilians. Sadly some U.S. allies 
have followed in its footsteps. On November 14, 
the French National Assembly screened a heart 
wrenching and bloody 43-minute video of the 
atrocities of October 7 prepared by the Israeli 
military (IDF) for French lawmakers. While 
horrific videos of Hamas’ actions of October 7 
are repeatedly shown on TV and on social media, 
videos of the Israeli atrocities in Gaza are much 
more sparingly shown and have to be approved 

by Israeli Defense Forces before they can be 
shown. This is simply controlled propaganda to 
support Israel’s ongoing campaign of terror in 
Gaza and not needed information for lawmakers 
and concerned citizens around the world. 

After October 7, Israel declared that it had 
the right to defend itself, a right which at that 
time received the support of people from 
around the world. The operative word being 
“DEFEND,” but not to indiscriminately murder 
innocent civilians, mostly children and women, 
doctors, nurses, aid workers and reporters in 
Gaza, using American planes and bombs. Killing 
with white phosphorus, an outlawed weapon of 
war. With Israeli settlers (in illegal settlements) 
on the West Bank ramping up their terror on 
Palestinian women, children and innocent 
men—forced entry into homes with arrests, 
imprisonment, torture and death. All the while, 
a “law-abiding” United States continues to 
supply Israel with arms and munitions and in so 
doing breaks its own laws—supplying weapons 
to a country that is not a signatory to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) and without the normal oversight of 
how and when its weapons are used. And the 
U.S. will not even agree to making the region a 
nuclear free zone, something that is supported 
by Arab countries and Iran. 

In pursuit of “defending” itself, Israel has 
rained down bombs on Gazans with the most 
intense bombing known to man—more than 
in WWII, Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan or in the 
Bosnian war. As of December 19, Israel’s so-
called “defense” has resulted in about 23,000 
deaths in Gaza including about 10,000 children. 
And this ongoing carnage is called defense by a 
“civilized” and “law-abiding” nation and people! 
There is forced eviction from North Gaza to 
its South as Israel bombs fleeing Gazans and 
then again when they are in the supposed 
“safety” of the South. Starvation is being used 
as a weapon of war. Deprivation of needed 

medicines is not only killing innocent civilians 
but spreading diseases that could result in 
many more thousands of casualties. These are 
war crimes, crimes against humanity, crimes 
that can be classified as ethnic cleansing and 
even genocide as it continues.

Even this only affords a glimpse of the 
tragedy as the Western media follows the party 
line in order to protect Israel and Zionists from 
growing global outrage, Israel’s arrogance and 
inhumanity and America’s support of Israel, 
especially its veto for a ceasefire. Is this what 
Israel and the U.S. call Israel defending itself? 
In the aftermath of the Hamas attack that killed 
1,200 Israelis (civilians and soldiers), Israel has 
killed 23,000 (with 70 percent women and 
children) in Gaza and probably almost another 
1,000 in the West Bank. Is this in defense of 
Israel or brutal revenge?

It is all difficult to comprehend why the 
West, especially the United States, follows 
Israel so and what is Israel’s thinking as it 
defies the world? Is this an eye for an eye or 
20 eyes for an eye this time around with even 
more eyes in revenge if one looks back on the 
history of this conflict?

It may be that the Western world, the United 
States, France, Germany and others feel 
overwhelming guilt for not having done enough 
to thwart the murder of innocent Jews at the 
hands of Hitler and his Nazi followers, but here is 
the question: is complicity in the killing of about 
23,000 innocent Palestinians by December 19 and 
counting, including nearly 10,000 children, and 
driving hundreds of thousands from their homes, 
with their homes being utterly destroyed, the 
appropriate answer to the West’s failure to protect 
Jews during WWII? How can the U.S. watch all these 
ongoing deaths and not even support a ceasefire! 
Does this make the United States, Germany and 
France feel honorable or are they simply repeating 
their failures of the past and standing by to witness 
a similar murderous fate for innocent Palestinians 
who have suffered so much since 1947? 

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Gaza war lays bare the immorality of the Western world

The U.S. is ruining its 
reputation, perhaps beyond 

repair for years to come. 

Biden is the most Zionist 
U.S. president ever

WORLD HEADLINES
Progress in talks 
among Qatar, CIA, 
Mossad on Gaza war
There are talks now underway to explore the 

potential for a new truce in Israel’s war on the 
Gaza Strip.   Sources briefed on the talks told Al-
Jazeera that the meeting between Qatar’s prime 
minister, the CIA chief, and Mossad’s chief, which 
took place on Monday in Warsaw, was positive. 
They managed to tussle with some quite 
different aspects of the agreement. 

 Now, the Qatari negotiators are in touch with 
both Hamas and the Israelis on the potential to 
resume the talks and also put together a new 
truce. So, this is quite a significant development. 

 Ismail Haniyeh has also arrived in Egypt’s 
Cairo for talks on the war in Gaza. 

 Hamas has said in a statement that its leader 
Haniyeh will hold talks with Egyptian officials, 
mainly on developments in the war on Gaza. 

More than 360,000 
cases of infectious 
diseases recorded 
in UNRWA shelters 
More than 360,000 cases of infectious 

diseases including acute respiratory infections, 
meningitis, jaundice, impetigo, and chickenpox, 
have been recorded in UNRWA shelters.

Lack of food, basic survival items and poor 
hygiene exacerbate the dire living conditions 
for people in Gaza and increase the spread of 
disease, the UN agency that caters to the needs 
of Palestinian refugees says. 

Netanyahu 
becomes ‘millstone 
around neck’: 
Knesset member
A member of Israel’s Knesset (parliament) has 

called for the dismissal of PM Netanyahu, saying 
he has become a “burden” for the state. 

 “It pains me to say these words in the midst 
of the war, but it seems there is no other option,” 
Meirav Cohen, a member of “There is a Future” 
Party led by opposition leader Yair Lapid, said in a 
video posted on X. 

 “When the prime minister fails and continues 
to fail, proving that he is not qualified for the 
position, that he is the wrong person in the 
wrong place at the wrong time, he must be 
replaced immediately.” 

“Netanyahu is a failure,” the Knesset member 
said. «Netanyahu, as prime minister, has become 
a millstone around the neck of the state and 
Israeli society.” 

Netanyahu is facing growing criticisms over 
his failure to acknowledge responsibility for a 
cross-border attack by Hamas on Oct. 7. 

Deif is safe and 
sound
Mohammed Deif, the leader of Hamas’s 

Qassam Brigades, whom Israel has been hunting 
for years, is alive and in better condition than 
previously believed, according to Israeli media 
reports.  Citing footage recently obtained by 
Israel’s military, The Jerusalem Post reported 
that Deif “does not use a wheelchair”, adding that 
he “probably has use of both his hands”. 

Deif has survived a total of seven assassination 
attempts.

Yemen’s Army 
says will target US 
warships if they 
are targeted
 Abdel-Malek al-Houthi says his group 

will start firing missiles at US warships if 
Washington gets more involved in its affairs or 
targets Yemen. 

 In a televised speech, he also warned other 
countries not to get involved in the US-led 
multinational naval operation launched this 
week to counter Ansarallah attacks on vessels 
in the Red Sea. 

 If the US gets more involved, the Houthis 
“will not stand idly by and will target them and 
their battleships and interests with missiles,” 
al-Houthi said.

Trump is 
disqualified from 
2024 ballot, 
Colorado court 
says 
Colorado’s top court ruled on Tuesday that 

former President Donald Trump is disqualified 
from holding office again because he engaged 
in insurrection with his actions leading up to 
the Jan. 6 storming of the Capitol, an explosive 
ruling that is likely to put the basic contours 
of the 2024 election in the hands of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

 The Colorado Supreme Court was the first 
in the nation to find that Section 3 of the 14th 
Amendment — which disqualifies people who 
engage in insurrection against the Constitution 
after taking an oath to support it — applies to 
Trump, an argument that his opponents have 
been making around the country.  

The ruling directs the Colorado secretary of 
state to exclude Trump’s name from the state’s 
Republican primary ballot. It does not address 
the general election. 

 “We do not reach these conclusions lightly,” a 
four-justice majority wrote, with three justices 
dissenting. “We are mindful of the magnitude 
and weight of the questions now before us. We 
are likewise mindful of our solemn duty to apply 
the law, without fear or favor, and without being 
swayed by public reaction to the decisions that 
the law mandates we reach.” 

 Trump’s campaign said immediately 
that it would appeal the decision to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. The Colorado justices 
anticipated that likelihood by putting their 
ruling on hold at least until Jan. 4; if Trump 
appeals before then, the hold will continue 
until the Supreme Court rules. And while 
Tuesday’s ruling applies only to one state, it 
could all but force the nation’s highest court 
to decide the question for all 50.

Malaysia bans 
Israel-flagged 
ships from its 
ports in response 
to Gaza war
Malaysia has banned all Israeli-flagged 

cargo ships from docking at its ports in what 
it said was a response to the war in Gaza, 
accusing Israel of violating international 
law through the “massacre and brutality 
against Palestinians”. 

 On Wednesday, Malaysian Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim announced the decision to 
impose the maritime ban on Israel-affiliated 
vessels – singling out ZIM, Israel’s largest 
shipping firm – amid growing alarm over 
disruptions to global shipping as a result of 
attacks on cargo ships in the Red Sea.

Ships on their way to Israel will also be 
barred from loading cargo at any port in the 
Southeast Asian nation with immediate effect, 
Anwar said in a statement. 

“The Malaysian government decided to 
block and disallow the Israeli-based shipping 
company ZIM from docking at any Malaysian 
port,” Anwar said.  

The restrictions are a response “to Israel’s 
actions that ignore basic humanitarian 
principles and violate international law through 
the ongoing massacre and brutality against 
Palestinians”.  

Malaysia “also decided to no longer accept 
ships using the Israeli flag to dock in the country” 
and ban “any ship on its way to Israel from 
loading cargo in Malaysian ports”. 

 “Both of these restrictions are effective 
immediately,” the prime minister said.

From page 1   Nearly 500 
Israeli soldiers have been killed 
since 7 October. 

Thousands of others have 
sustained injuries, with many 
hospitalized in serious condition, 
according to Israeli media. 

This highlights the strength 
of the Palestinian resistance, 75 
days after the regime launched its 
devastating war on the Gaza Strip. 

Reports say since dawn on 
Wednesday, the Palestinian 
resistance has been waging 
fierce battles against the Israeli 
occupation forces in several areas 
across the entire Gaza Strip, from 
Khan Yunis in the south to the 
Jabalia camp in the north. 

Under the frequency of Israeli 
massacres and indiscriminate 
bombings to enter the Jabalia 
camp for weeks now from the 
western side, the Israeli army has 
failed and retreated to the eastern 
and northern outskirts of the 
Sheikh Radwan neighborhood. 

The Palestinian resistance 
remains steadfast, strong and 
intact. This leads to the second 
point that in the face of this 
resilient resistance, the regime 
and its staunchest ally the United 
States have come to the conclusion 
that Israeli captives will not be 
rescued under military offensives. 

The Israeli army has killed three 
Israeli captives despite the fact 
they were holding a white flag of 
surrender and shirtless, triggering 
angry protests in Tel Aviv. 

Israeli captives have only 
been released safely through 
negotiations and ceasefires. 

Hamas has confirmed its head of 
the political bureau Ismail Haniyeh 
has arrived in Egypt, for potential 
mediation talks over a possible 
second captive-ceasefire deal.  

“This Wednesday morning, the 
Mujahid brother Ismail Haniyeh, 
head of the political bureau of 
the Hamas movement, arrived 
in the Egyptian capital, Cairo, to 

hold discussions with Egyptian 
officials about developments in 
the Zionist aggression against the 
Gaza Strip and many other files,” a 
Hamas statement read.  

The statement did not confirm 
whether he was set to discuss 
Israeli captives specifically, but 
senior Israeli officials, including the 
head of the regime’s intelligence 
service Mossad, are said to be in 
Cairo for that purpose. 

Discussions in Egypt between 
the Israeli regime and Hamas via 
mediators are said to be “intense”, 
with envoys reportedly focusing 
on which captives and prisoners 
would be released if a ceasefire 
deal is agreed on, according to 
sources. There are conflicting 
reports about the nature of the 
talks with a view to who and 
how many Israeli captives will be 
released and how many Palestinian 
prisoners will freed in exchange. 

The number of people slated to 
go free has not yet been decided, 
one source said.  

The previous ceasefire deal 
saw over 100 Hamas-held 
captives exchanged for some 240 
Palestinians from Israeli prisons.  

Reports suggest a deal is being 
presented to Hamas through 
Qatari mediators, with a view to 
see if the group will accept the 
terms and conditions. 

The third reason why the regime 

is under pressure to accept a 
ceasefire deal is the rising attacks 
by Yemen’s Ansarullah, over the 
past month, in the Red Sea. 

This embargo by Ansarullah on 
commercial ships destined for 
the Israeli ports was something 
completely unforeseen by the 
United States and has come as a 
shock. Cargo ships have been forced 
to travel around Africa, raising the 
costs of shipping, insurance prices, 
delays to destinations, and, more 
importantly, the potential rise in 
the price of oil. 

It has led major shipping firms 
to avoid the Red Sea and even 
after forming a U.S.-led maritime 
alliance of a few countries? to 
secure the waterways, more 
shipping companies have 
announced they are diverting their 
ships away from the Red Sea. 

Experts say the Pentagon is 
aware this alliance will fail to 
prevent Ansarullah from targeting 
warships and vessels with drones 
and missiles?, as the movement 
has vowed to continue to do so. 

One of the reasons why this 
U.S.-led alliance will fail is because 
no Arab or Islamic state, with 
exception of Bahrain, has joined 
the group. Analysts say Bahrain 
lacks any powerful naval force 
to contribute to the coalition of 
mostly Western states. 

Reports suggest that the U.S. 
even offered some incentives 

to Ansarullah through Omani 
mediators to end its attacks 
in the Red Sea, something the 
movement resolutely rejected.  
Ansarullah has said it will 
do so only if Israel ends its 
indiscriminate attacks on civilians 
in Gaza and allows humanitarian 
aid to the blockaded enclave. 

The U.S. had pinned hopes on 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt which 
border the Red Sea to join the 
alliance, but they refused to do so. 

This makes it clear that the 
Islamic and Arab worlds are, 
in public at least, in support of 
Ansarullah’s measures in the 
Red Sea. They also don’t want to 
get involved in a messy conflict 
with Yemen’s Ansarullah, which 
survived eight years of the U.S.-
backed Saudi-led war and is now 
pounding Israeli military positions 
in the occupied Palestinian 
occupied as well as in the Red Sea. 

The U.S. was desperate to 
include Arab and Islamic countries 
in this small coalition in a bid to 
portray the alliance as not taking 
any sides with the Israeli regime 
but purely focused on the Red Sea. 

The reality is that Ansarullah’s 
attacks are only aimed at ships 
loading and unloading in Israeli 
ports and it is fully committed to 
free navigation. This is reflective 
of the vast majority of the 
international community, as seen 
in the latest UN General Assembly 
resolution, where only ten 
members, including the U.S. and 
the Israeli regime, voted against an 
immediate humanitarian ceasefire. 

There are now increasing reports 
and sources suggesting that the 
U.S. is putting intense pressure on 
the regime to end its war on Gaza 
within weeks as oil prices may rise 
from $70 per barrel to $100, $200 
and even $300 dollars should the 
war widen to Yemen. 

This is the last thing that 
Joe Biden wants to see, with 
a presidential election on the 
horizon.



 From Page 1   On this grace-
ful night, the wintry chill dissi-
pates, yielding to an embrace of 
familial warmth that blankets 
every home. It’s a time for heart-
warming family reunions, where 
laughter, jubilation, and a con-
tagious sense of camaraderie 
abound. In the midst of Yalda, 
hearts draw closer, intertwining 
in the love and presence of cher-
ished kinfolk.

For a quick glimpse, just imag-
ine homes in which elders are 
talking together, children joyful-
ly chasing one another, mothers 
meticulously arranging an array 
of dried nuts, luscious pome-
granates, and refreshing water-
melons, while fathers engage in 
the shared enthusiasm of a ball 
game on TV screen!

On this night, tables are tra-
ditionally adorned with floral 
bowls, fresh fruits and vibrant 
Ajil, which is dried fruits, seeds, 
and nuts. Here, fruits, as an evoc-
ative of summer’s abundance, 
hold symbolic significance; wa-
termelons and pomegranates, 
embodying bounty, stand as 
traditional offerings. They say 
consuming watermelon before 
winter’s arrival fortifies the body 
against illness.

However, arranging such a 
modest festival might pose a 
challenge and be unattainable 
for many people, including re-
tired workers who have incomes 
below the poverty line. 

As the calendar inches clos-
er to this cherished celebration, 
every breadwinner wants to fill 

their homes with the vibrancy 
of colorful fruits, the sweetness 
of confectionery, but the reality 
they face is one of meager wages 
and the unrelenting grasp of ris-
ing inflation. 

The good news is that both the 
government and many non-gov-
ernmental organizations provide 
assistance to low-income peo-
ple hoping every family partakes 
in its traditions and festivities 
without constraint.

While not an official holiday, 
Yalda stands prominently among 
ancient traditions, drawing rev-
erence through its affiliation 
with genuine Persian heritage. 
Television and radio broadcasts 
enthusiastically embrace this 
occasion, dedicating special pro-
grams that reflect its rich tap-
estry of traditions, captivating 
families who willingly set aside 
modern distractions to fully 
immerse themselves in its en-

chantment.

Of the numerous ancient Per-
sian festivals, only two command 
the global celebration of Irani-
ans: Yalda night, symbolizing the 
birth of a new sun, and Nowruz, 
the Persian New Year marking 
the birth of a new day.

The narrative of Yalda reso-
nates as a tale of courage amid 
darkness, a triumphant con-
vergence of light and human 
warmth that ignites the bloom of 
spring within our hearts.

Following a sumptuous dinner, 
many engage in the recitation 
of poetry, storytelling, chanting, 
musical performances, or cozy 
conversations that linger till the 
midnight hour.

Here are some captivating in-
sights about Yalda night:

- In 2022, Yalda was inscribed 
on UNESCO’s Representative List 
of the Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage of Humanity

- It is celebrated on the last 
day of Azar, the final month of 
autumn in the Iranian calendar, 
just before the advent of Dey, the 
first month of winter.

 This year, Yalda falls on De-
cember 21. 

 Notably, the prices of water-
melon and pomegranates surged 
a few days before Yalda, under-
scoring their significance to the 
celebration.

 Yalda, an uncommon Persian 
name, shares its roots with the 
Syriac word for “birth.”

 In the ancient Iranian calen-
dar, winter is segmented into 
Chelleh Bozorg (the bigger forty) 
from December 22nd to January 
30th, followed by Chelleh Kouch-
ak (the smaller forty) from Janu-
ary 30th to March 10th.

 The term “Yalda,” meaning 
birth, was adopted from Syriac 
by the Syriac Christians into the 
Persian language.

 Legends intertwine Yalda 
night with the emergence of 
Naneh-Sarma, a folklore figure 
representing the onset of win-
ter’s chill and the promise of im-
minent spring.

Yalda night is not merely a 
date on the calendar; it embodies 
a symphony of love, resilience, 
and cultural heritage that res-
onates through time, promising 
hope and the renewal of light in 
the midst of winter’s darkness. 

The festivity stands as a tes-
tament to the enduring spirit of 
unity and the celebration of life’s 
cyclical beauty.

TEHRAN – On Wednesday, a group of Turkish 
travel insiders started a familiarization tour of at-
tractions in Iran’s West Azarbaijan province.

The event aims to introduce the tourism po-
tential of West Azarbaijan Province to 34 Turk-
ish tourism activists, marking an effort to foster 
greater cooperation and mutual understanding in 
the realm of tourism between Iran and Turkey, a 
local official said on Wednesday.

The itinerary of the three-day tour comprises 
a wide variety of natural and cultural sites across 
the province, the official said.

Such fam tours signify Iran’s efforts to promote 
tourism and cultural exchange, striving for a bal-
anced influx of visitors between Iran and Turkey, 
enhancing collaboration between the two nations 
in the tourism sector.

Turkey saw 2.1 million tourist arrivals from Iran 
during the first ten months of the current year, 
which rose three percent compared to the same 
period a year earlier, its Culture and Tourism Min-
istry has said.

According to available data, 280,951 Iranian 
nationals visited Turkey in October, making the 
Islamic Republic the fourth tourism source for its 
neighboring country in that month.

Meteorological tourism has grown 
continuously in China in recent years and 
will maintain a rapid growth trend in the 
coming years, forming an emerging tour-
ism market, said a report released at a 
conference concluded Wednesday in cen-
tral China’s Henan Province.

The rapid development of meteorolog-
ical tourism in China is primarily due to 
the public’s increasing pursuit of unique 
meteorological experiences and tour-
ism’s continuous innovation and upgrad-
ing, according to the report on meteoro-
logical tourism development released by 

the China Meteorological Tourism Devel-
opment Institute at the two-day Second 
China Meteorological Tourism Industry 
Development Conference.

The report said China’s meteorological 
service industry is predicted to exceed 
300 billion yuan (about 42 billion U.S. 

dollars) by 2025.

“The beautiful sunrise, the magnificent 
thunderstorm, the starry sky, ice and 
snow, rime and rainforest are all meteo-
rological tourism resources,” said Qu Ya, 
secretary general of China Meteorologi-
cal Service Association.

Meteorological tourism resources are 
broadly divided into three categories. The 
first category is weather landscape re-
sources such as clouds, rain, snow, light, 
and rare astronomical phenomena. The 
second category is climate and environ-
mental resources such as climate-relat-

ed health preservation, experience, and 
paleoclimate relics. The third category 
is humanistic meteorological resources 
such as meteorology and history, man-
made landscapes and man-made facili-
ties and buildings. 

(Source: Xinhua) 

TEHRAN – For color enthusi-
asts, finding autumn gold is highly 
rewarding when a gentle breeze 
whispers through the trees, creat-
ing a symphony of delicate rustles 
and soft melodies. 

The scenery becomes a master-
piece, with trees standing tall like 
vigilant guardians, their branches 
reaching skyward. The ground be-
neath is a carpet of fallen leaves, 
forming a comforting rhythm as 
they crunch underfoot.

This season embodies tran-
sition, where the old gracefully 
yields to the new. Autumn, with 
its enchanting panoramas, in-
vites us to embrace change and 
seek solace in the timeless beau-
ty of nature’s transformation.

In the heartland of Isfahan 
province rests a hidden gem, 
where nature paints vivid hues of 
gold and crimson onto its canvas. 
Welcome to Khansar, a town that 
captivates the senses and evokes 

awe of nature’s artistry.

As warm summer days slowly 
surrender to autumn’s cool em-
brace, Khansar metamorphoses 
into a breathtaking spectacle. 
The air carries a crispness, and 
tree leaves commence their 
magnificent transformation. It’s 
during this time that Khansar’s 
genuine beauty unveils itself.

Wandering through Khansar’s 
streets, one can’t help but be en-
tranced by the array of colors 
adorning the landscape. Once lush 
green, the towering trees now 
stand tall, leaves ablaze in shades 
of amber, ochre, and burnt sienna. 
The gentle breeze rustles through 
the foliage, creating a symphony 
of whispers that soothes the soul 
into tranquility.

Each street and corner of 
Khansar seems touched by an 
artist’s hand. The narrow alleys 
are flanked by ancient buildings, 
their weathered facades creat-

ing a perfect backdrop for the 
autumnal spectacle. As sunlight 
filters through the leafy canopy 
above, it casts a warm golden hue 
on cobblestone paths, conjuring 
a magical ambiance that trans-
ports visitors to another time.

One cannot speak of Khansar’s 
autumnal beauty without men-
tioning its gardens. Nestled amid 
rolling hills, these gardens testi-
fy to the town’s rich history and 
reverence for nature. The scent of 
blossoming flowers blends with 
the earthy aroma of fallen leaves, 
infusing the air with an invigorat-
ing yet nostalgic fragrance.

Khansar’s gardens boast a vi-
brant array of flora, each vying 
for attention with its vivid colors 
and delicate petals. Roses, dahl-
ias, and marigolds dance in har-
mony, their petals adorned with 
dewdrops as if nature itself shed 
tears of joy at their magnificence. 
Meticulously groomed lawns 
provide a lush path for visitors to 
tread upon, their footsteps soft-
ened by layers of fallen leaves.

Beyond the town’s confines 
lies a natural wonderland waiting 
to be explored. The surrounding 
countryside, with its undulating 
hills and meandering rivers, of-
fers a picturesque setting for 
nature enthusiasts. Trails wind 
through forests ablaze with au-
tumnal splendor, unveiling hid-
den waterfalls and panoramic 

viewpoints that offer breathtak-
ing vistas of the landscape below.

Yet, it’s not solely the visual 
appeal that makes Khansar’s au-
tumn special. The town bustles 
with festivals and celebrations 
during this time, commemorat-
ing the abundant harvest and 
changing seasons. Locals gather 
to partake in traditional meals, 
sing songs, and move to the 
rhythmic beats of drums, foster-
ing an atmosphere of infectious 
joy and camaraderie.

As the days shorten and win-
ter approaches, Khansar’s au-
tumnal splendor wanes, leaving 
behind memories that linger in 
the hearts of those fortunate 
enough to witness it. Until next 
year, when nature dons its vi-
brant cloak once more and Khan-
sar transforms into a living can-
vas of colors, we bid adieu to this 
enchanting season, grateful for 
the fleeting moments of beauty it 
bestowed upon us.

In Khansar’s autumnal beau-
ty, Isfahan discovers its soul. It 
serves as a reminder that, amidst 
the modern world’s chaos, there 
exists a realm where nature reigns 
supreme, painting masterpieces 
that render us speechless. If you 
yearn for a journey into beauty’s 
core, venture to Khansar, and let 
autumn envelop your senses, for 
here, you’ll discover a genuine 
sanctuary for the soul.

TEHRAN - Tow Bafi, an ancient craft deeply 
rooted in Khorashad village, a part of the Bir-
jand region in South Khorasan province, holds 
a prominent position in the realm of traditional 
handicrafts.

This village has earned distinction as the epi-
center of the renowned art of Tow Bafi, recog-
nized and registered by the World Crafts Council.

Primarily, Tow Bafi artisans craft an array of 
towels, renowned for their exquisite softness, 
delicate textures, and exceptional moisture ab-
sorbency, often referred to as Howleh Bafi or the 
artistry of towel-making.

The foundation of Tow Bafi rests upon the use 
of cotton yarns as the primary material, serv-
ing as the weft meticulously inserted between 
wraps. Additionally, artisans integrate silk, wool, 
and synthetic yarns, such as acrylic and woolen 
threads, enhancing the beauty and value of these 
hand-woven products originating from Khora-
shad village.

The crafting process of Tow Bafi unfolds using 
the traditional “Chahar Verdi” textile machine. 
Notably, the hallmark of this craft lies in its en-
tirely manual process, where every stage of cre-
ation is meticulously executed by the hands and 
feet of skilled artisans.

The intricate process commences with spin-

ning cotton yarns using specialized machines 
and bobbin reels. Subsequently, the wrap yarns 
are stretched across identical wooden rods, me-
ticulously arranged in an open setting. These 
wraps are skillfully twisted around a large wood-
en rod known as “Navard.”

The weaving begins as the shuttle passes 
through the wraps, with each pass requiring the 
Dafineh (comb) to beat the yarns. The artisan’s cre-
ativity knows no bounds, allowing for a vast array 
of vibrant colors and captivating combinations to 
adorn the fabric’s borders and background.

Traditional dyeing methods employing herbal 
pigments contribute to the rich palette of colors. 
Natural sources like pomegranate skin, walnut 
skin, onion skin, “Golrang” or Safflower, orange, 
saffron threads, garlic, and stone grinds serve as 
herbal sources for these vibrant pigments.

The versatile nature of Tow Bafi extends be-
yond towels, finding its application in crafting 
tablecloths, clothing, Chadorshab, and shawls.

This treasured craft boasts a legacy spanning 
over three centuries, revived in 2004 by a ded-
icated group of women from Khorashad. Today, 
the lion’s share of Tow Bafi production originates 
from the skilled weavers of this region, earning 
Khorashad global recognition by the World Crafts 
Council as the eminent village of the ancient 
craft.

Bricks crafted from clay and used to build one 
of the most epic civilizations in history are now 
giving scientists a new tool for understanding the 
history of our planet.

Made some 3,000 years ago, the Mesopota-
mian bricks contain grains of iron oxide that, to 
the right interpreter, reveal fascinating changes in 
the magnetic field that runs through and envelops 
Earth in a protective barrier.

The breakthrough comes in the form of a conve-
niently stamped description that allows scientists 
to determine the age of the bricks, which in turn 
allows for the precise dating of any geological re-
cords they contain.

The method gives us a new way to better un-
derstand how our planet’s magnetic field has 
changed and evolved over time – which in turn 
could help us make better predictions about its 
present and future behavior.

“We often depend on dating methods such as 
radiocarbon dates to get a sense of chronology 
in ancient Mesopotamia,” explains archaeologist 
Mark Altaweel of University College London.

“However, some of the most common cultural re-
mains, such as bricks and ceramics, cannot typically 
be easily dated because they don’t contain organic 
material. This work now helps create an important 
dating baseline that allows others to benefit from 
absolute dating using archaeomagnetism.”

Earth’s magnetic field isn’t static, but changes 
over time. It’s generated by the geodynamo in the 
planet’s core; there, a rotating, convecting, and 
electrically conducting fluid converts kinetic ener-
gy into electric and magnetic fields that spin out 
into the space around us. Changes in the magnetic 
field can be the result of outside influences, such 
as the solar wind; or from changes inside the plan-
et, where the geodynamo churns.

However they’re induced, these changes can be 
recorded in materials on the surface. For example, 
in molten magma, magnetic grains will align with 
the Earth’s magnetic field, sort of setting in that 
position as the magma cools and hardens into 
volcanic rock. Scientists can use these rocks as a 
record of the magnetic field, a field of study known 
as paleomagnetism.

Led by archaeologist Matthew Howland of 
Wichita State University in the U.S., a team of re-
searchers studied Mesopotamian bricks as a way 
to advance the study of archaeomagnetism: the 
study of Earth’s magnetic field as preserved in hu-
man-made objects.

The technique is pretty simple. Each of the 
32 Mesopotamian clay bricks in the study is 
stamped with the name of the king that reigned 
at the time the brick was made. In order to date 
the material, the researchers narrowed down 
the most likely range of years during which each 
king was probably ruling.

Then, they carefully chipped a tiny piece off each 
of the bricks, and used a magnetometer to mea-
sure the alignment of microscopic grains of iron 
oxide embedded therein. This technique allowed 
them to broadly reconstruct the behavior of the 
planetary magnetic field over a period of about 
2000 years, from the 3rd to the 1st millennium BC.

Then, they compared their results to other re-
constructions of the magnetic field derived from 
archaeomagnetic studies.

Collectively, this large pool of data from around 
the globe hints at something known as the Levan-
tine Iron Age geomagnetic Anomaly (LIAA), a mys-
terious spike in magnetic field strength thought 
to have taken place over what is now Iraq between 
around 1050 and 550 BC.

(Source: Science Alert)
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TEHRAN –The Forests, Rangelands, and 
Watershed Management Organization has 
developed plans to revive Hamoun wetland, 
emphasizing the need to strengthen environ-
mental diplomacy and use the capacity of in-
ternational organizations in this regard.

Hamoun International Wetland, stretching 
to 570,000 hectares, is considered one of the 
most important habitats of aquatic and ter-
restrial migratory birds and has been a shel-
ter for many rare and endangered species for 
years.

The Hamouns are transboundary wetlands 
on the Iran-Afghan border made up of three 
lakes: Hamoun-e Helmand, which is entirely 
in Iran, Hamoun-e Sabari on the border, and 
Hamoun-e Puzak, almost entirely inside Af-
ghanistan. The three lakes are linked and fed 
by water from the Helmand River which starts 
in the Hindu Kush Mountains in Afghanistan.

In the last two decades, once fertile wet-
lands have drastically dried up. The Taliban 
government closed the sluices to the Kajaki 
Dam on the Helmand until 2002, which ag-
gravated the impact of the worst drought 
the region has experienced in many decades, 
brought about partially by climate change and 
warming temperatures.

The wetland was home to broad plant and 
animal diversity and was the main source of 
the region’s economic viability. However, they 
have nearly dried up due to climate change, 
dam construction, and oth-
er poor water management 
practices. This has led to 
large population migrations 
and a high unemployment 
rate.

The new plan to save the 
wetland includes a com-
prehensive approach with 
short-term, mid-term, and 
long-term measures. The 
evaluation of previous ac-
tions will be effective in the 
development of the new plan, ISNA reported.

Studying and reviewing previously tak-
en measures and experiences in mitigating 
challenges ahead of Sistan–Baluchistan, the 
comprehensive management plan will cover 2 
million and 800 thousand hectares of water-
sheds in the western region of Sistan–Balu-
chistan plain.

In these studies, collaborative methods, 
improving the livelihood pattern of local com-
munities, reducing vulnerability, and improv-
ing adaptation to sand and dust masses are 
emphasized.

Also, to stabilize quicksand and control 
sand and dust storms, low water-intensive 
technologies will be used to reduce the vul-
nerability of projects to water scarcity and 
improve resilience.

As the Hirmand watershed was cut off, both 
agricultural lands and natural areas faced a 
lack of moisture supply.

The aridity of the environment is the main 
cause of dust and sand storms.

The hydrological changes in the watersheds 
flowing into Hamoun wetland, especially in 
recent years in Afghanistan, have completely 
changed the management of the fields com-
pared to the previous years, so new and differ-
ent methods are needed for field management.

In the last five years, the conditions have to-
tally changed, so instead of planting seedlings 
in large areas, methods such as non-living 
windbreakers and stone and gravel covers will 
be used.

The comprehensive approach involves at-
tracting bottom-up participation and using 
the capacities of villagers, village councils, and 
governorate generals.

The plan is going to be implemented in crit-
ical areas, and Sistan–Baluchestan is one of 
the most important plains in this regard.

The root and the main cause of the destruc-
tion of the land and the creation of sand and 
dust storms in the region is the drying up of 
one of the most important freshwater lakes in 
Asia, the Hamoun.

A vast area of the soil is exposed to wind 
erosion. Restoration measures based on veg-
etation ultimately require minimum water 
resources, which were provided in the form 
of floods every few years, but unfortunately, 
this has not happened for several consecutive 
years.

Natural resources as a member of the na-

tional headquarters to deal with the dust phe-
nomenon will use regional and international 
capacities to strengthen the country’s diplo-
macy to convince neighboring countries to co-
operate in maintaining common ecosystems.

Hamoun destruction will cause great dam-
age to both Iran and Afghanistan. The stability 
of the region requires effective cooperation.

Afghanistan should stay committed to 
water-sharing treaty

On November 11, an Iranian lawmaker called 
on Afghanistan’s interim government to prop-
erly supply Iran with its share of water from 
the Hirmand River, and stay committed to a 
1973 water-sharing treaty between the two 
countries.

“All agreements with the Afghan side should 
lead to the realization of the 
Hirmand River water rights, 
as the lives of one million 
people in the northern part of 
Sistan-Baluchestan province 
depend on the water of the 
Hirmand River,” said Moham-
mad Sargazi during an inter-
view with Iranian media. 

The parliament member 
declared that the legislative 
body called on the foreign 
ministry to discuss the issue 

with an Afghan delegation that had visited 
Tehran. 

“Our demand is that in exchange for pro-
viding abundant services to our brothers in 
Afghanistan and their residents in Iran, they 
should also fulfill their own promise. It defi-
nitely should not be a one-sided interaction, 
just as they are seeking to secure their inter-
ests in relation to Iran, we also need to secure 
the interests of the people of Iran,” Sargazi 
noted.

Iran and Afghanistan, both of which grap-
pling with low rainfall due to environmental 
changes, have been locked in a tussle over the 
water share of the Hirmand River for more 
than two decades now. 

The Hirmand River is considered to be the 
only vital waterway in Iran’s southeastern 
province of Sistan-Baluchestan. The river 
takes its source in the Baba Mountains of Af-
ghanistan.

Since the Taliban took over in 2021, the de 
facto leaders of Afghanistan have emphasized 
adherence to the Hirmand treaty, but in prac-
tice, Iran has not received its due share of wa-
ter from the river. This has caused tensions to 
grow between the two sides in recent months.

Iran is lawfully supposed to receive an an-
nual share of 820 million cubic meters from 
Hirmand.

 MOU to revive Hamoun Wetland

In 2020, the DOE and UNDP signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU) to carry out 
a joint project for the revival of the Hamoun 
wetland.

The project was called “Improving the com-
prehensive management of natural resources 
for the rehabilitation of the wetland ecosys-
tem and supporting alternative living in local 
communities in the Hamoun wetlands”.

It aimed to focus on the role and connection 
of people’s lives on Hamoun wetlands as well 
as Hamoun’s life on people’s lives and at the 
same time be able to work on the protection 
of this wetland along with improving the living 
standards of the people around it.

The project emphasized that the pressure 
on Hamoun Wetland’s resources, and in par-
ticular on the water resources of these wet-
lands, should be minimized and at the same 
time help strengthen the cross-border con-
nection of Hamoun Wetland with Afghanistan 
to allocate water rights of the wetland.

  From page 1    A total of 
1,341,732 out of 99 million docu-
ments have been cited in patents. 
During the same time period, 752, 
421 scientific documents affili-
ated with Iranian organizations 
have been published. Out of that 
number, 13,058 documents have 
been cited 24,984 times by 22,248 
patents.

In this time period, in terms of 
the total production of techno-
logical science, Iran, with 8,884 
citations of patents, has taken 
second place among Islamic coun-
tries, and Saudi Arabia and Turkey 
ranked first and third, respective-
ly.”

Iran ready to share technologi-
cal expertise

In May, the deputy science min-
ister said Iran is ready to share its 
technological expertise with other 
Islamic countries.

Science and technology should 
be applied in order to create world 
peace and human justice, and 
Muslim countries can bring peace 
and progress not only to the Mus-
lim nations but also to human be-
ings with unity and empathy, Vahid 
Haddadi-Asl said, IRNA reported.

He made the remarks at the 1st 
Ministerial Meeting of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation Dia-
logue Platform (OIC-15) which was 
held in Almaty, Kazakhstan on May 
25-26.

“Over the past years, despite 
the cruel sanctions imposed by 
the global arrogance against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, we 
have seen significant progress 
in the fields of education, re-
search, and technology, which 
is a sign of reliance on Iranian 
scholars and scientists. We are 
always ready to share our tech-
nological expertise with other 
Islamic countries.”

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
considers it its duty to support 
science and technology diplo-
macy between Islamic countries, 
through conducting joint scientific 
projects in areas needed by Islamic 
countries, he highlighted.

The goal can be achieved 
through creating innovation zones 
and a union of science and tech-
nology parks of Islamic countries, 
activating the union of universities 
of Islamic countries, and also ex-
changing of professors and stu-
dents, the official noted.

The Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation is the second larg-
est organization after the United 
Nations with a membership of 
57 states spread over four conti-
nents.

The Organization is the collec-
tive voice of the Muslim world. It 
endeavors to safeguard and pro-
tect the interests of the Muslim 
world in the spirit of promoting 
international peace and harmo-
ny among various people of the 
world.

The Organization was estab-
lished upon a decision of the his-

torical summit which took place in 
Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco on 25 
September 1969.

The Organization has consulta-
tive and cooperative relations with 
the UN and other inter-govern-
mental organizations to protect 
the vital interests of Muslims and 
to work for the settlement of con-
flicts and disputes involving Mem-
ber States.

In July 2022, Peyman Salehi, 
the deputy science minister, said 
despite U.S. sanctions, the in-
ternational activities of Iranian 
scientists have increased year by 
year so that more than 35 percent 
of Iranian articles in Scopus have 
been multi-national projects.

Science diplomacy is the use of 
scientific collaborations among 
nations to address common prob-
lems and build constructive inter-
national partnerships.

It is a form of new diplomacy and 
has become an umbrella term to 
describe a number of formal or in-
formal technical, research-based, 
academic, or engineering ex-
changes, within the general field 
of international relations.

Generalities have been approved 
for setting up the national founda-
tion for science in the country.

Transforming the national fund 
for supporting researchers and 
technologists into the national 
foundation for science is on the 
agenda, IRNA reported.

The national fund for support-
ing researchers and technologists 
was established in 2003. Support-
ing the systematic development of 
basic sciences and humanities will 
be among the new missions of the 
national foundation for science.

President Ebrahim Raisi has 
said science and technology are 
the cornerstones of national de-
velopment.

The chain of knowledge, re-
search, innovation, and technology 
ensures sustainable development 
in the country, he added.

The national budget bill for the 
current Iranian calendar year 1402, 
which started on March 21, has 
earmarked about 37 trillion rials 
($74 million) for science and tech-
nology.

The bill increased the budget by 
35 percent compared to the previ-
ous year’s budget, ISNA reported.

The Vice Presidency for Sci-
ence and Technology was formed 
in 2006 with the aim of creating 
an environment for supporting 
knowledge-based companies and 
providing the ground for the de-
velopment of technological indus-
tries.

The country’s progressing pro-
cess of development has accel-
erated with the emphasis on the 
formation of the technology and 
innovation ecosystem and the 
approval of laws for supporting 
knowledge-based companies and 
boosting Iran-made products.

TEHRAN –Some 5,605 prisoners of uninten-
tional crimes were released from prison during 
the first eight months of the current Iranian 
year (starting on March 21).

Of the total released prisoners 5,349 were 
male and 256 were female, ILNA reported.

The debt of the released prisoners was 78 
thousand billion rials (about $156 million).

Governmental contribution 

In March, heads of the three branches of the 

government donated sums of money to help 
release prisoners of unintentional crimes.

President Ebrahim Raisi, Judiciary Chief 
Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejei, and Parliament 
Speaker Mohammad-Baqer Qalibaf allocated a 
total of 8.6 billion rials (about $17,000) for the 
issue, IRNA reported.

As an annual tradition, benefactors come to-
gether in a ceremony to raise funds for releas-
ing prisoners of unintentional crimes during 
the holy month of Ramadan (which started on 
April 23 this year), according to the Blood Mon-
ey Organization report.

Previously, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution, earmarked 15 bil-
lion rials ($30,000) for releasing prisoners of 
unintentional crimes.

A total of 6,875 prisoners of unintention-
al crimes have been released over the past 
12 months, Asadollah Joulaei, the head of the 
Blood Money Organization, said on March 26, 
Mehr reported.

Freeing prisoners of involuntary crimes is 
done in three ways. The first way is granting 
prisoners leave and the second way is providing 
a number of them with loans to be paid inside 
the prison.

The third way of assistance is the release of 
unintentional convicts by paying their debt.

The Blood Money Organization was estab-
lished in 1990. Since then, more than 160,000 
prisoners of unintentional crimes who had 
debts have been freed.

On March 6, Mohseni-Ejei said the Leader 
had pardoned a sizable number of prisoners.

He also said that over 80,000 prisoners have 
received pardons as a result of the order issued 
by Ayatollah Khamenei.

The top judge stressed that thousands who 
had been detained during recent disturbances 
in the country were given amnesty.

He added that the number of pardon cases 
could approach 90,000.
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Education, labor ministries 
ink MOU on out-of-school 
children 

The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor 
and Social Welfare have signed a memorandum of understanding 
aiming to bring out-of-school children back to school.

The memorandum of understanding will pave the way for future 
steps, ISNA news agency quoted Education Minister Mohammad 
Bat’haei as saying on Sunday. 

He made the remarks over the 8th session of council meeting 
for improving educational standards in underprivileged and under-
developed areas at the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare.“The 
meeting is aiming to live up to educational standards, however, the 
current conditions are unjustifiable, and we should move faster,” he 
added.

تفاهم وزراء برای بازگرداندن کودکان بازمانده 
از تحصیل به مدارس

با وزارت رفاه برای  وزارت آموزش و پرورش تفاهم نامه مشترکی 
بازگرداندن کودکان بازمانده از تحصیل امضا کردند. 

به گزارش روز یکشنبه ایسنا، محمد بطحایی وزیر آموزش و پرورش 
ادامه  برای  کار  نقشه  امضا می‌شود که  نامه‌ای  تفاهم  امروز  گفت: 

مسیر کاملا مشخص شود.
ارتقای  و  بهبود  هماهنگی  شورای  جلسه  هشتمین  در  بطحایی 
شاخص‌های آموزشی و پرورشی مناطق محروم و کمتر توسعه یافته 
که در وزارت رفاه برگزار شد گفت: هدف اصلی این برنامه و شورای 
هماهنگی ارتقای شاخص‌ها بود، هرچند این روند قابل قبول نیست 

و باید با سرعت بیشتری حرکت کنیم.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iran ranks second among Islamic nations 
for highly cited patents

Over 5,600 prisoners of involuntary crimes freed
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considerations and market forces. 
Hollywood’s moguls, directors, and 
actors have supported Israel for 
more than seven decades, through 
film production, philanthropy, 
diplomacy, and celebrity advocacy.

The head of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Los Angeles, Jay 
Sanderson, once said, “there is 
no country that has a stronger 
relationship with Hollywood than 
Israel”. This is not just about the 
support for an overly represented 
pro-Israeli community in Hollywood 
or the role of Israelis in U.S. film 
industry today, but also about how 
Israel itself has become a major 
source of talent onscreen and an 
important voice in programming.

As Moment magazine explained 
in a 2018 article, the development 
of Israel as a creative source for 
Hollywood was decades in the 
making. With “master classes” and 
all-expense paid trips, these efforts 
helped Tel Aviv become a major 
incubator of the industry, leading to 
local original shows being adapted in 
the U.S. (such as “In Treatment,” “The 
Affair” and “Homeland”).

Jack Valenti, the ex-president 
of the Motion Picture Association 
of America was fond of saying: 
“Washington and Hollywood spring 
from the same DNA.” If Valenti were 
alive today, however, he would have 
to add to the mix, Israel’s DNA.

In 2005, not long after the 
disastrous U.S. invasion of Iraq, liberal 
Hollywood felt comfortable enough 
to target then-U.S. President George 
W. Bush. One of the biggest award 
contenders that year was Stephen 
Gaghan’s “Syriana,” a political drama 
exploring the questionable facets of 
America’s addiction to oil.

Since then, Hollywood has had 
#MeToo, #OscarsSoWhite, Golden 
Globe corruption scandals, the rise 
of diversity politics and the recent 
Screen Actors Guild and Writers 
Guild of America strikes.

These seismic shifts have changed 
Hollywood beyond recognition, but 
one aspect remains unchanged: its 
enduring relationship with Israel.

It is that relationship that is now 
under the microscope amidst the 
cultural fallout of the ongoing war 
in Gaza.

Since October 7, the Israeli 
military has killed around 20,000 
Palestinians in Gaza, half of them 
being children.

In the past 75 days, while many 
actors have voiced support for Israel, 
there have also been few figures 
who have supported Palestine.

David Clennon, an Emmy-winning 
actor and longtime supporter of 
Palestinian rights, recently said: 
“Hollywood used to be unanimous 
in showing its admiration and 
loyalty to Israel. A new show 
business generation is beginning to 

challenge that dominant ideology. 
And of course, the old guard will 
do everything in their power to 
intimidate them.”

“Actors, writers and industry 
employees have been fired, or 
threatened, for criticizing the ideology 
and practice of Zionism. But these 
same criticisms are made by Israelis 
themselves – intellectuals and 
political activists. It’s ironic that there 
is more open debate about Zionism in 
Israel than is allowed in Hollywood.”

Actress Melissa Barrera – a star 
of the horror film franchise “Scream” 
– was recently fired from her role 
in the next instalment of the series 
for posting on social media about 
Israel’s latest real-life horror show 
in the Gaza Strip.

Barrera’s crimes included calling 
for a ceasefire and quoting Israeli 
historian Raz Segal, an Israeli 
professor of Holocaust and genocide 
studies at Stockton University in 
New Jersey, who has argued that 
Israel’s current behavior constitutes 
a “textbook case of genocide”.

The Spyglass Media Group 
production company was 
responsible for the firing, contending 
that Barrera’s social media posts on 
Palestine were anti-Semitic.

Barrera is not the only Hollywood 
star to come under fire for defying 
the Zionist script. In November, 
actress Susan Sarandon was 
dropped as a client by United Talent 
Agency (UTA) after speaking at a 
pro-Palestinian rally. 

This is while she had clearly said 
that criticizing Israel should not 
be considered anti-Semitic. “I am 
against anti-Semitism. I am against 
Islamophobia.”

The dismissals were preceded by 
the exit of Creative Artists Agency 
(CAA) agent Maha Dakhil from the 
firm for comments supporting 
Palestinians.

None of the statements justifying 
the dismissal of Hollywood talents 
made any reference to the thousands 
of Palestinians murdered by the 
Israeli forces thus far. Surprisingly 
enough, Hollywood institutions have 
been condemned for not backing 
Israel strongly enough. Supporters of 
Israel refer to the October 7 assault 
in which Hamas killed 1,200 Israelis 
and took around 240 hostages.

The question is, if they can 
acknowledge the wrongdoings of 
killings by Hamas, why can’t a single 
pro-Israel talent in Hollywood also 
acknowledge the rampant murders 
the Zionist state has committed not 
just since October 7 but over the past 
75 years against the Palestinians? 

Is Israeli blood more precious, 
more valuable, than Palestinian 
blood? Or are Palestinian lives so 
disposable that they don’t warrant a 
single mention?   

The Israel propaganda campaign 
is so relentless that, when the 
likes of socialites Paris Hilton and 
Kendall Jenner stage brief shows 
of compassion for the Palestinian 
cause on social media, the posts are 

quickly deleted.

However, many artists do continue 
to take a stand. Bradley Cooper, 
Alfonso Cuarón, Selena Gomez, 
Janelle Monáe, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Jenna Ortega, Joaquin Phoenix, Mark 
Ruffalo and Mark Rylance were 
among more than 260 who signed a 
letter urging Joe Biden and Congress 
to call for an immediate ceasefire in 
Gaza.

Despite the fact that more 
actors are coming out in support 
of Palestinian rights, the overall 
relationship between Israel and 
Hollywood remains incredibly strong.

The Israeli government has been 
investing significant efforts to ensure 
it stays that way by promoting the 
development of local content and ideas 
that support stereotypical portrayals 
of Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims 
as terrorists and Israeli security and 
intelligence forces as wounded and 
heroic, if flawed, defenders of the 
Middle East’s “only democracy”.

It seems Hollywood will continue 
to ignore Israeli crimes, even as the 
likes of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu promise to bring millions 
of new Jewish settlers to the 
occupied Palestinian Territories and 
engage with the openly genocidal 
far-right Otzma Yehudit party, which 
has been referred to as anti-Arab.

It will continue to ensure successful 
“hasbara” (propaganda) efforts by the 
Israeli government, turning Israel’s 
various wars into award-winning 
psychological self-examinations.

TEHRAN-The play “Compromise” written by 
the French author Phillip Claudel and directed 
by Kourosh Soleimani is on stage at Iranshahr 
Theater in Tehran.

Director Soleimani also performs in the 
80-minute play along with Behnam Tashakor and 
Ramin Naser-Nasir.

The story is about two 30-year-old friends who  
meet in an empty apartment. One is a mediocre 
actor, the other a failed playwright. The first wants 
to sell the apartment and has asked the second to 
be present when signing the contract, to reassure 
the buyer. Because, even though he writes very bad 

plays, he still has a reassuring face. While waiting 
for the buyer, they talk, flatter and caress each 
other. However, as time passes, they also tease, 
hurt, and make fun of each other. When the buyer 
eventually arrives, he witnesses a farcical but 
uncompromising settling of scores between the 
two friends. Will he remain the spectator, become 
the arbiter or ultimately be the only victim? 

Philippe Claudel, 61, is a writer and film director. 
In addition to his writing, Claudel is a professor of 
literature at the University of Nancy.

His best-known work to date is the novel “Grey 
Souls,” which won the Prix Renaudot in France, 

was shortlisted for the American Gumshoe Award, 
and won Sweden’s Martin Beck Award. He won the 
2003 Prix Goncourt de la Nouvelle for “Les petites 
mécaniques”, and the 2010 Independent Foreign 
Fiction Prize for “Brodeck’s Report”.

His debut film “I’ve Loved You So Long” in 2008 
won the BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the 
English Language. Claudel also won the César Award 
for Best First Feature Film for the film.

“Compromise” will be performed until January 
16, 2024 at Iranshahr Theater located in Artists 
Park on North Mousavi Street, Taleqani Street.

The Iranian American AJ+ 
producer and host Yara Elmjouie 
used his speech after winning a 
Daytime Emmy Award for his show 
“Eat This with Yara” on December 16 
to honor his Al Jazeera colleagues, 
while executive producer Shadi 
Rahimi held a sign that read, “killing 
journalists is a war crime.”

“I cannot in good conscience stand 
here before you today and not talk 
about the tragedy unfolding in Gaza 
and my Al Jazeera colleagues who 
are covering it,” NBC News quoted 
him as saying.

“Yesterday, our cameraman Samer 
was killed in an Israeli airstrike. 
Another colleague, Wael, was wounded 
after losing his wife and children 
in another Israeli airstrike earlier. ... 
And don’t stop sharing the stories of 
those who do not have access in the 
corridors of power,” he added. 

Samer AbuDaqa and Wael al-
Dahdouh were reporting in Khan 
Younis when an Israeli drone 
launched a missile in the area they 
were in, according to Al Jazeera. The 
outlet accused Israel of deliberately 
targeting journalists in the war zone 
and said in a statement that it was 

asking its lawyers to “urgently refer” 
AbuDaqa’s death to the International 
Criminal Court.

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists has confirmed 64 
journalists have been killed since the 
start of the war on October 7, 57 of 
whom were Palestinian.

More than 19,500 people have been 
killed in Israeli attacks on Gaza since 
the start of the war, according to the 
latest figures. The number of people 
wounded has also surpassed 52,500.

Elmjouie, 32, is a journalist, writer, 
senior producer, and documentary 

filmmaker with AJ+, which he joined 
in 2016. He is the host, founder, and 
senior producer behind “Eat This 
with Yara,” an award-winning online 
documentary series that looks at 
the intersection of food with society, 
culture, politics, and science. 

AJ+ is a social media publisher 
owned by Al Jazeera Media Network 
which focuses on news and current 
affairs. AJ+ content exists in English, 
Arabic, French, and Spanish. It is 
available on its website, YouTube, 
Facebook, Instagram, and X, with 
written content on Medium.

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati

Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Moghadasi Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES

G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Kindness is a mark of faith and whoever is not kind has no faith.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:02       Evening: 17:15     Dawn: 5:40 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 7:10  (tomorrow)

Phillip Claudel’s “Compromise” on Iranshahr Theater stage

Al Jazeera employee uses Emmy speech to honor 
colleagues in Gaza

DECEMBER 21, 2023

Santa In Gaza
Cartoonist: Mohammad Sabaaneh from Palestine

Cartoon of Day

Hollywood continues turning 
a blind eye to Israeli crimes

TEHRAN- “The Shell Seekers” by British novelist 
Rosamunde Pilcher has recently been published in 
Persian.

Translated by Zohreh Mehrnia, the book has 
been published by Naqsh-e Jahan in Tehran. 

Originally published in 1987, the book tells the 
story of Penelope Keeling, a woman in her sixties, 
as she reflects on her life and tries to reconcile 
with her past. The novel follows a non-linear 
narrative, moving between Penelope’s present 
day and her memories.

Penelope is the daughter of an acclaimed artist, 
Lawrence Stern, but has resented living in his 
shadow for most of her life. She has three adult 
children, who all have complicated relationships 
with her. When Penelope suffers a heart attack, 
her family gathers around her, and that’s when 
she starts contemplating her own mortality and 
the choices she has made.

As Penelope reminisces about her youth, the 
narrative takes the reader back to World War II and 
her time as a young woman. Her memories are 
filled with love, loss, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Penelope recalls her first love, Richard, who was 
killed in the war, and her subsequent marriage to 
a loving but unsuitable man, Ambrose. Despite 
having children with Ambrose, Penelope realizes 

that her true passion lies in art, just like her father. 
This realization leads to a greater appreciation for 
her father’s work, “The Shell Seekers”, a painting 
that holds both sentimental and financial value.

As Penelope recuperates, her selfish and 
materialistic children become more interested in 
their potential inheritance, specifically the painting. 
Each of her children represents a different aspect 
of modern society: Penelope’s daughter Olivia is an 
ambitious businesswoman, her daughter Nancy is a 
traditionalist focused on maintaining appearances, 
and her son Noel struggles with his own identity. 
Throughout the novel, Penelope grapples with her 
complicated relationship with her children and the 
priorities of their lives.

In the end, Penelope finds solace and peace by 
making decisions that prioritize her happiness 
rather than satisfying her family’s expectations. 
She chooses to follow her heart, making amends 
with her past, and embracing the possibility of 
new love even in her twilight years.

“The Shell Seekers” is a novel about love, family, 
and the complexities of life. It explores themes 
of identity, self-discovery, and the importance of 
personal fulfillment. Through Penelope’s journey, 
readers are reminded to search for the true treasures 
in life and to appreciate the value of love and art.

“The Shell Seekers” at Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN- Veteran Iranian actress Touran 
Mehrzad, known for her remarkable performances 
on screen, stage, and radio, passed away in a 
Tehran hospital due to complications related to 
old age on Tuesday. She was 93.

Born as Fatemeh Bozorgmehri-Rad in Tehran in 
1930, Mehrzad was not only a talented actress but 
also the sister of the late Iran Bozorgmehr, known 
for her dubbing skills. 

She embarked on her artistic journey back in 
1944 under the guidance of acclaimed theater 

director Abdolhossein Nushin. Mehrzad thrived as 
one of the prominent members of Nushin Group, 
captivating audiences at Ferdowsi Theater and 
Saadi Theater. Her foray into radio performances 
began in 1956, followed by dubbing in 1959. In 
1968, she made her mark on the silver screen with 
her performance in the film “The Dragon Gorge,” 
directed by Siamak Yasami. 

In 1973, Mehrzad transitioned to television 
acting. Notably, she has the distinction of being 
the first female announcer to recite the morning 
prayer on the radio.Mehrzad, one of the few 
remaining icons of Iran’s earliest radio generation, 
possessed a voice that left an indelible mark 
on radio shows and distinguished herself as a 
skilled dubber. She lended her voice to renowned 
actresses such as Susan Howard, Sophia Loren, 
Gina Lollobrigida, and Lauren Bacall.

Throughout her career, Mehrzad portrayed 
memorable characters that have resonated with 
audiences. 

Veteran actress Touran Mehrzad passes away
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